As factory appointed Flex Radio Dealers we
are delighted to now have the New Range in
stock. It has been a long wait but well
worthwhile! We offer generous Part Exchange
or finance terms, call us now for a quote.

nevada

Matt from Flex with Nevada MD Mike G3SED
We are a Factory approved dealer!

PRICE PLEDGE We always aim to be
competitive, seen it cheaper - then let us know!

®

Both the FLEX-6600™ and
FLEX-6600M™ offer the
ultimate performance SDR
technology and the best
value for the serious HF/6m
operator. The FLEX-6600
model is designed for the
Ham who wants to operate
the radio exclusively as a
server from PC, laptop,
Maestro, Mac, or iOS clients
– whether local or remote. Both models share the same game changing band
awareness, industry leading phase noise performance/ receiver dynamic range, and
brick wall filters to give you the advantage in the most competitive DXing or
contesting activities while maximizing your fun in casual operations. With a PC,
laptop, or Mac client, you can utilize up to four 14 MHz spectrum/waterfall displays
and independent band/ mode receivers to revolutionize your view of the bands,
especially on digital modes.

NEW

Flex-6600M
Top of the range for those who want
absolute performance and versatility.

• 100W 1.8 - 54MHz
• 8” Touch Screen
• 4 Receivers 30kHz - 54MHz
• Spectrum Dynamic. 155dB
• Contest Pre-selectors
• Diversity Reception
£4999.95
• Panadaptor Zoom

Flex-6600
As above but without the Maestro
front panel. Control from your PC,
Flex Maestro, Laptop, iPad or iPhone

£3999.95

Both the FLEX-6400™ and FLEX-6400M™ offer the latest direct sampling SDR
technology at an economical price for the general HF/6m operator yet they offer
excellent performance for chasing DX and contesting. The FLEX-6400 model is
designed for the Ham who wants to operate the radio exclusively as a server
from PC, laptop, Maestro, Mac, or iOS clients – whether local or remote. Both
models share the same game changing band awareness, industry leading phase
noise performance, brick wall filters, and legendary audio performance to deliver
you the most fun across a wide variety of operating styles.

Flex-6400
With improved receiver performance, 2
slice receivers, a preselect and new
modular design this model offers
outstanding value for money
Control it from Flex Maestro, PC,
Laptop, iPad or iPhone

• 100W 1.8 - 54MHz
• 2 Receivers 30kHz - 54MHz
• Spectrum Dynamic 144dB
• Contest Pre-selectors
£1999.95

Flex-6400M
As above but with the addition of the
Maestro front panel to make a
complete transceiver in a box. Large
LCD screen offers touch control for pan,
zoom, tune and menu operation.

£2999.00

Flex Maestro
The FlexRadio Maestro is an
intuitive, plug-and-play control
console that directs the operation of
any FLEX-6000 Signature Series
transceiver without needing a
traditional PC.
• Internal 2W mono speaker
• Display Type: Large 8.0″ In Plane
Switching (IPS) display with 10point touch
• Height: 17.1 cm
• Width: 35.6 cm
• Depth: 4.5 cm
• Weight: Approximately 1.8 kgs
£1299.95

MUCH MORE ON OUR WEBSITE 24/7....SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: MON - FRI 9AM - 5:30PM CLOSED SATURDAY
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EDITORIAL
DENNIS ANDREWS, F5VHY
Editorials normally centre on subjects or events of topical
interest. But this month’s is going to be somewhat different.
It’s dealing with a particular anniversary. For 60 years ago, on 9th
August 1958 to be precise, a much awaited mailing from the UK’s
General Post Office dropped onto the doormat at my parent’s
house. It was my first Amateur Radio Licence – G3MXJ.
I was quickly onto 40m to make my first (legal!) QSO with G3KBE at Burton, Staffs.
Now, with half a million contacts in the log under a number of different calls, it’s
interesting to look back at the changes that our hobby has seen during the
intervening period.
In those early years, there was little commercial equipment available, certainly at
schoolboy budget levels. But amazing things were achieved with the war surplus
boxes from Edgware Road, Lisle Street and Tottenham Court Road.
My local Club – the Gravesend Radio Society (G3GRS) was a hotbed of contesting
and DXing and it was small wonder that those two disciplines became ingrained in my
approach to the hobby and have largely remained ever since.
Amateur Radio has, of course, changed out of all recognition since those early
days. Many of the changes brought with them end-of-the world predictions – a wide
range of commercial equipment, SSB, electronic keyers, SSTV, code-free licences and,
of course, the wide range of facilities that appeared with the advent of personal
computers.
I have personally always followed these developments with interest and tried out
many of them – yes, even FT8! Surely, these innovations have supported the ongoing
health of Amateur Radio? Our Reflector contains a lot of vigorous discussion on these
applications. But I’m always sorry when this discussion develops into denigration of a
particular mode by those who feel they stray from a “true path”.
RadCom monthly shows an impressive list of new and re-joining members and an
ever expanding range of areas of interest. I feel sure that, despite the occasional
moans and groans, the hobby still has a broad and viable future.
Finally, a note of thanks to Gordon, G3USR following his retirement from the
Committee of CDXC. In addition to a number of years as Treasurer and Organiser of
the AGM/SS weekends at his home village of Wing in Rutland, Gordon has fulfilled
the essential task of proof reader for the CDXC Digest. I’m pleased that he has agreed
to continue casting his eagle eye over my work to catch the spelling or grammatical
mistakes and incorrect punctuation that inevitably creep into the text.
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TRANSMISSION LINES
CHRIS DUCKLING, G3SVL – CHAIRMAN
I hope everyone has been enjoying the summer and have all
of their antenna repairs and upgrades completed. Or maybe
you are like me with good intentions but likely to end up doing
them in November. I still have to rebuild my 80/40m paralleled
dipoles and get it clear of some branches in the trees. I have
though made some progress on receive antennas as my urban
noise floor continues inexorably upwards but I have yet to
identify a noise source coming from within my own house! The old adage of ‘if you
can’t hear them, you can’t work them’ still holds true for me. I just don’t think using
an internet SDR for hearing DX is playing the game – and it’s certainly not allowed for
contests anyway.
It was good to see members at the AGM and I’d like to say a big thank you for
showing your continued confidence by voting the Committee back in and myself as
Chairman for another year. Gordon, G3USR stepped down after 11 years on the
Committee, six of those as Treasurer and we thank him for his professionalism and
dedication over that time. The Summer Social that followed the AGM was an
excellent event and the sunshine allowed us to consume the never-ending lunch
buffet al fresco. There were some excellent raffle prizes donated by Yaesu, Nevada,
Martin Lynch & Sons, Kenwood, BHi, The Daily DX and Practical Wireless and we
thank them for their support. Pictures of the day appear elsewhere in this edition
along with the AGM minutes.
Staying with Club news, I wanted to comment on a couple of items which
appeared on the Club’s Reflector recently. The first was from a very long-standing
member who has found the FT8 discussions to be overwhelming and has thus
unsubscribed from the Reflector. He is also considering not renewing his subscription
next year. I made a couple of observations at the time and they are worth repeating
here. The first is that on any Reflector there will be topics of interest and those which
are not – that’s the nature of them. Unsubscribing means you lose the good bits
because you don’t care for some of the other topics. There is so much of value on our
Reflector that I can’t think why anyone with a delete key would want to unsubscribe.
There are ‘mute’ options within the Groups.io platform and we are considering how
these might be implemented to avoid having to delete unwanted messages in a
thread individually. We’ll publish our findings on the Reflector and in the next Digest.
The second point I made was about FT8 itself. We all know it’s a ‘marmite’ mode
but I have no intention of censoring discussion on it within the Club. If members want
to talk about it, then I see no reason to stop them. FT8 is a valid mode and is
increasingly being used by DXpeditions.
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The other Reflector comment that tweaked discussion within the Committee was
a post asking why anyone would want to work a particular country that wasn’t that
rare. That implied that DXers only want to work a country / slot once and then they’ll
tune over it for evermore. I just don’t think that’s true. DXers should be continually
testing propagation, their station and their skills – and a good piece of DX is always
worth working (if only because they have taken to trouble to spend their time and
money to go somewhere and want pile ups). Perhaps the massive growth in FT8 is
because it’s new But it may also be because those with 300+ countries on CW or
phone are SWLing on those modes rather than making QSOs.
We have a veritable feast of DXpeditions coming up. TO6OK and 9X0T in
September should provide a good DX ‘warm up’ after a summer of few pile-ups. In
October our good friend Stan, LZ1GC is off to 5W and YJ and the Quake Contesters
(all of their team are CDXC members) will be on from E6. Following on is the VP6D
DXpedition which will bring back great memories of VP6DX over a decade ago. And I
feel I have to mention the 6Gs who will be on as VK9XG from 17th to 29th October –
especially as I am one of the team!
I will miss Newark this year, but CDXC President Don, G3XTT will be there with his
Practical Wireless Editor’s hat on. I will also miss the RSGB Convention due to travel
to VK9. But CDXC will have its stand in the Clubs’ area as usual so please drop by.
These two events present a good opportunity to give us feedback on how you feel
the Club is doing and any changes you think we should be making.
Talking of conventions and the like, I am planning on being in Visalia next April
and look forward to meeting some of our West Coast members there. In the
meantime let’s hope for good conditions for all of the DXpeditions coming up - and I
hope to see you in the pile-ups.

NEW MEMBERS
TONY BETTLEY, G4LDL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Callsign

Name

QTH

2E0MLJ

Mike Jones

Pensilva, Cornwall

2I0NTP

Nathan Prentice

NI

G3YUZ

Ian Wilson

Bournemouth

G4FJW

Chris Hook

Rochester

M0NBA

Benjamin Chalmers

Ipswich

M0NGN

Nigel Green

Fernhill, Durham

MW0SWN

Peter Barnes

Swansea
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THE CDXC 2018 AGM
Minutes of 2018 CDXC AGM Held 22nd July 2018 at the Peppard War Memorial Hall
Gallowstree Road, Peppard Common, Reading RG9 5JA
Members present (33): G0EFO, G0KJP, G0LHZ, G2NF, G3BJ, G3KMA, G3KWK,
G3LDI, G3MHV, G3NSM, G3RWF, G3SED, G3SVL, G3TXF, G3VPW, G3WPH, G3XTT,
G3YUZ, G4HZV, G4JKS, G4LDL, G4RRM, G4WHV, G4VWI, G4XEE, G4YBU, G8AJM,
G8GNI, GW4SKA, M0BCT, M0DHO, M0NKR, M0URX.
Welcome
Chris, G3SVL, CDXC Chairman welcomed everyone to this, our first time at
Peppard War Memorial Hall and thanked Don and Janet for arranging and setting up
the event.
Apologies for absence (47) were received from: 5B4AHJ, F5VHY, G0DQS, G0DWV,
G0ELZ, G0HDB, G0PHY, G0WKH, G0XAY, G1DJJ, G3JNB, G3PQA, G3PSM, G3RZP,
G3SJX, G3SNN, G3SVD, G3UEG, G3UML, G3USR, G3VKW,G3VYI, G3WGN, G3WGV,
G3WKL, G3YBO, G3YBY, G3YMC, G4AXX, G4CCZ, G4CGG, G4FON,G4FZN, G4IUF,
G4PFF, G4PJT, G4SMB, G6VMR, GM3OFT, GW3RXD, M0UNN, M0VAA, M1DST,
MD0CCE, MW0IDX, MW0RLJ, PJ4DX.
Previous AGM Minutes
The minutes of the previous AGM held on June 24th 2017 at Wing Village Hall
were received and proposed as a true record after the following corrections:- G4JKS
added to Members Present and in Secretary’s Report:- Dave, G3BUO corrected to
G4BUO.
Acceptance proposed by Andy, M0NKR, seconded by Martin, M0BCT. The
proposal was accepted unanimously.
Matters arising. There were no matters arising.
Chairman’s Report 2018
Chairman, Chris G3SVL started his report with a tribute to Neville, G3NUG who
passed away in January. Neville had been a great influence on CDXC having spent
more than two decades on the Committee – most of that time as President. It was
just two years ago that the Club recognised that commitment by making him our first
Lifetime Honorary Member.
Otherwise, the Chairman reported that it had been business as usual with
membership numbers remaining stable and the finances remaining in good shape.
The Digest continues to be a first class magazine and the Reflector, which Chris
observed celebrates its 12th birthday this month, continues to create lively debate.
He thanked the Digest editor Dennis, F5VHY and the Reflector Moderators Mark,
G4AXX and Dave, G3YMC for their efforts.
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The Awards programme generates good membership involvement and Chris
advised that we will be honouring the Trophy winners right after the AGM. Those
who read the latest Digest will appreciate the enormous amount of checking that
Awards Manager Bob, MD0CCE puts in to ensuring fairness in the results each year.
Chris formally thanked Bob for his services and commented that Bob would like to
hand over the role if there were another volunteer wanting to help.
Chris reported that DXpedition sponsorship requests continue to arrive despite
the poor HF conditions. He commented that at Friedrichshafen, a surprising number
of people – both DXpeditioners and DX-chasers - made a point of thanking the Club
for sponsoring DXpeditions. We are clearly a world-recognised DXpedition
sponsorship organisation.
Finally, the Chairman recorded his thanks to the Committee for their support and
specifically that of Gordon, G3USR who is standing down at this AGM. Gordon joined
the Committee in 2007 and was Treasurer from 2010 to 2016. A CDXC Plaque for his
shack wall had been sourced and would be presented to Gordon at the first
opportunity.
Secretary’s Report 2018.
Secretary, Tony G4LDL commented that whilst most of the Committee work
during the year was routine there were some items of concern to be addressed.
Membership numbers remained fairly stable at around 800 with the usual lapsers
and resignations being offset by new members. Most of the resignations during the
year were due to change of circumstance or health issues preventing continuation of
Amateur Radio activity. Overall, renewals in 2017 did not drag on as in previous years
due to the reduction in the membership grace period.
Sadly 11 members became Silent Key and we were also notified of two wellknown ex-members SK. They were:- 9M6XRO, John; G0KBL, Stan; G2FSR, John; G3ESY,
Peter; G3KIW, Geoff; G3LPS, Eric; G3NUG, Neville; G3TQD, Roger; G3VZT, Richard;
GM3OXX, George; GW3KDB, Peter and ex-members G3MCS, Bill; G3OFW, Tony.
CDXC passed condolences to all the families.
Due to the change of date, CDXC did not attend Friedrichshafen in 2017 but a
successful presence was maintained at the RSGB convention with many members
calling in.
The Annual Dinner was held again at The Calcot Hotel, Reading. Alternative
venues had been sought but the date being so close to St Patrick’s Day meant those
suitable had already been booked. Of great concern was the lack of numbers booked
for the event. The minimum requirement for the usual room is 50 and with two days
to go only 31 were booked. Hence there was the risk of having to cancel the event
and losing CDXC’s £600 deposit. However, following urgent discussions with the hotel
matters were re-arranged and we were able to utilise a smaller room. Following
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three excellent afternoon talks, thanks to James - M1DST, Ian - G3YBY and Don G3XTT, 31 members and guests enjoyed dinner.
GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) were brought into force in 2018 and
these affect the way groups such as CDXC keep their data. Having discussed the
implications with other groups, some of whom had received legal advice, a CDXC
Policy was set up (see link on CDXC web site Home Page for CDXC GDPR & Privacy
statements).
Whilst in general this did not impact on members records, it did mean that much
of the historical information that had been gathered during surveys for marketing
purposes needed to be deleted. Some 1,200 plus records therefore had to be
removed and unfortunately, due to the way they were held on our Wild Apricot
Membership system, they could only be deleted one at a time. This was completed
before GDPR came in to force.
One downside of these new regulations is that some of the history of CDXC with
respect to members may well be lost.
Treasurer’s Report 2017/18
The Treasurer, Andrew, G8GNI presented the Accounts as below and commented
on the financial highlights of the year to 31st March 2018. The accounts have been
audited by the Club Auditor Owen Williams, G0PHY and approved by The Committee.
Accounts 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018 are shown as Appendix 1 to these
minutes and the Treasurer drew attention to the following notes and
recommendations:
Income
i. Subscription income is down by £986 (-6.0%), largely due to the lower
level of subscription renewals taking place last year;
ii. Advertising revenue is down by £250 (-10.83%), due to a lower level of
advertising and web site sponsorship;
iii. Annual Dinner income is down by £173 (12.7%), due to overall numbers
being down. However, the event largely broke even;
iv. Summer Social income is down by £325 (19.2%). This is due to
significantly lower raffle proceeds;
v. Donations have held up well mainly due to an unanticipated anonymous
donation and continue to exceed expectations;
vi. The sale of equipment which was a legacy donation to CDXC provided a
one-off item of income which contributed to the overall net surplus.;
vii. Bank interest was £27 lower due to continued lower interest rates on
the High Street, plus we have also made a £25 provision for tax on interest
received.
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Expenditure
i. Digest costs were lower this year by £1,150 (-12.3%) due mainly to using
a new print service, as well as reduced membership numbers and members
opting to take only the eDigest;
ii. DXpedition sponsorship is £2,162 less than the previous year (-26.6%),
partly because there were fewer DXpeditions meeting CDXC’s sponsorship
criteria and also because the previous year included a substantial level of
sponsorship for the Bouvet DXpedition;
iii. There were no marketing costs during the financial year.
iv. CMIS – Wild Apricot costs are £411 higher (+58.7%) as the reduced fee
we enjoyed has now come to an end. There will be a scheduled further
increase in Wild Apricot costs from the next renewal at the end of August.
Balance Sheet items
i. The reserve for subscriptions paid in advance has been reduced by £400
to reflect the reduced number of memberships pre-paid at 31st March 2018;
ii. Accumulated Net Current Assets carried forward of £18,688 indicate a
continuing healthy position and a continued sufficiency of working capital to
meet the day-to-day needs of CDXC.
There were no questions from the floor and acceptance of the accounts as
presented was proposed by G3LDI, seconded by GW4SKA and approved
unanimously.
Given the overall financial position, Andrew said the subscriptions would continue
at the current levels for 2018/2019. These are: for UK members - £18; for Overseas
members taking the eDigest only - £18; and for Overseas members taking a paper
Digest - £24
The Treasurer said that it would help considerably if members would renew their
membership subscriptions before the membership year ends and not leave renewal
until the 1st July.
The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his diligent work and commented that it
was now a decade since the last increase in subscriptions – a result of good financial
controls by our Treasurers and the reduction in print costs for the Digest.
Election of New Committee
At this point the entire committee retired as is required by the Constitution and
The Chair was taken by Don, G3BJ.
The nominations for the new committee are:President
Chairman
Secretary

Don Field
Chris Duckling
Tony Bettley

G3XTT
G3SVL
G4LDL
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Treasurer
Digest Editor
Member
Member
Member

Andrew Thomas
Dennis Andrews
Ian McCarthy
Mark Marsden
Vacant

G8GNI
F5VHY
G3YBY
G4AXX

Don, G3BJ, asked if there were any other nominations for the Committee. There
were none.
There being none it was proposed that the above be elected by Tony, G2NF and
seconded by Bob, G4HZV. The proposal was accepted unanimously.
Election of Auditor.
Owen Williams, G0PHY is prepared to continue as Auditor and the Committee
have accepted that offer.
Any other business.
There being no formal AoB the Chairman closed the AGM at 12:42
Post AGM discussions
Chris, G3SVL used the occasion to solicit views on two topics which have recently
been discussed by Committee.
Low(er) attendance at the AGM / Summer Social
Members present felt that there was no preference for either a Saturday or a
Sunday – both have their advantages and disadvantages. Some present said travel
was easier on a Sunday.
There were suggestions to move the event around the country – which was the
reason we had moved further South this year. Another suggestion was to combine
the AGM, Summer Social and Annual Dinner and the talks all on one day.
Alternatively, hold the AGM at the RSGB Convention. Chris asked that any further
reflections be passed to the Committee for their next meeting.
DX Sponsorship
The Chairman reported that a member had suggested we had given too much to
the 2018 Baker Island DXpedition as few CDXC members had worked them. Another
member had suggested that we pander to the ‘elite’ members within the Club and
should sponsor less rare DXpeditions.
Feedback from the floor included comments that KH1/KH7Z did indeed listen for
UK stations and had we not sponsored them they might not have done. Others
commented that they were workable on 20m with a low dipole.
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It was also pointed out that these are rarer for a reason and that reason is often
directly related to the costs of putting on the DXpedition. Indeed it is counter
intuitive to sponsor only easier ones as the big, expensive ones may then struggle.
The Committee was asked to consider those DXpeditions that stay for a longer
duration as this would increase the chances of G’s and smaller stations making a
QSO. It was also pointed out that FT8 is a ‘game-changer’ for smaller equipped
stations.
Chris remarked that we do sponsor IOTA DXpeditions and Roger, G3KMA said that
the IOTA community was most grateful for this.
In general members felt we should continue as per the current situation and felt
that DX sponsorship was an important part of the Club and that we had a role to
support DXpeditions to rare locations rather than just those our members could
work.
The Chairman thanked the members for their inputs and asked that any further
reflections be advised to the Committee.
Presentations and Awards
G3RFX Award: Paul, MM0ZBH – Chris will post him his certificate
2017 HF Challenge
First Place: Hinson Trophy – Roger, G3LDI.
Chairman’s Cup – Norman, 5B4AIF
Third Place salver: - Lionel, G5LP (does not want salver but the Club will consider
the money saved to be a donation from Lionel to the Club).
2017 DX Marathon Challenge
Winner Overall: Club Log Trophy – Oscar, EA1DR.
Winner CW: GM4FAM Trophy – Oms, PY5EG.
Winner SSB: G3NUG Trophy – Rob, MW0RLJ.
2018 LF Challenge
First Place: Pennalt Trophy – Andy, M0NKR.
Second Place: Tindle Cup – Norman, 5B4AIF
Third Place: Salver – Brian, G3VGZ.
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THE 2018 CDXC AGM/SUMMER SOCIAL

Considering the reports

The G3RFX award went to Paul, MM0BZH
for his innovative approach to noise
problems – July 2017 Digest
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Committee members Don, G3XTT; Chris, G3SVL;
Tony, G4LDL; Andrew, G8GNI

It was almost inevitable that Roger, G3KMA
would win the IOTA Directory in the raffle!

Appendix 1

Income & Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st March
2018
Income
Members Subscriptions
Advertising
Annual Dinner Income
Summer Social
Donations Received
Equipment sale
WRTC Member donations
Interest Received
Misc. other Net Income
Total Income

Expenditure
Digest Print and Distribution
DXpedition Sponsorship
AGM Costs
Summer Social Costs
Annual Dinner Costs
Trophies & Awards
CMIS - Wild Apricot Costs
Marketing & Membership
Misc. expenses
RSGB Affiliation
Total Expenditure
Net Surplus / (Deficit) for the year
Accumulated Surplus brought
forward
Exceptional Item
Accumulated Surplus carried
forward

2017

Note
1
15,348 16,334
2,059 2,309
1,186 1,359
2
1,370 1,695
1,672
797
1,930
0
470
0
73
100
28
67
24,136 22,661

3

11,106 12,656
5,960 8,122
138
199
900
359
1,194 1,448
510
607
1,111
700
0
303
304
86
47
47
21,270 24,527
2,866 (1,866)

15,823 13,449
0 4,240
18,688 15,823
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March
Current Assets

2018

2017

29,458
100
29,558

25,910
0
25,910

Note 4

Cash at Bank & PayPal
Amounts Prepaid & Receivable
Total Current Assets

Less:
Current Liabilities - Creditors, Provisions & Reserves
Subscriptions Paid in Advance
DXpedition Sponsorship
Other Creditors
5

3,900
5,050
1,920
10,870

4,300
4,400
1,386
10,086

Net current assets

18,688

15,823

18,688

15,823

Representing Reserves
Income & Expenditure account
Notes to the Accounts
1

2017/18 subscription income has been appraised by a review of subscriptions pre-paid
beyond 31st March, 2018 as the membership year ends on 30th June.

2

In previous years, the accounts have shown the net income from the AGM / Summer Social.
This year, the accounts show the gross income for the Summer Social and separate out the
AGM and Summer Social expenses. The figures for 2016-2017 have been re-cast in the same
manner to provide a comparison.

3

DXpedition sponsorship is charged in the accounts of the year in which sponsorship is
pledged. Pledges which remain unpaid at the year-end are recognised by provisions carried
forward.

4

CDXC does not capitalise assets held such as loan equipment but writes them off when
incurred. Therefore, there is no need for Fixed Assets or Annual Depreciation to be
recognised in the Accounts.

5

Other Creditors at 31st March 2018 include £ 670 which was donated to CDXC in 2014/15.
This amount will be utilised from time to time to satisfy DXpedition sponsorship requests
which match special conditions stipulated by the donor which relate to upload of logs to
LoTW and other QSO confirmation related criteria.
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Supplementary Information - DXpeditions Sponsored in 2017/18
Burundi
Mellish Reef
St Brandon
Baker & Howland Island
Ducie Island
Mozambique & Inhaka Islands IOTA AF-088 and AF-066
Russell & Duff Islands OC-168 & OC-179
Cato Island OC-265
E. Lewis, Direction and Woody OC-199, OC-140, OC-170
Clublog
WRTC (Member's additional contributions)
Provision no longer required

9U4M
VK9MA
3B7A
K1B
VP6D

Net Roundings & Charges
Per Income & Expenditure
Accounts

200
750
700
1,800
750
200
150
150
350
500
470
(60)
0
5,960

Appendix 2
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3B7A FROM SAINT BRANDON ARCHIPELAGO
DIEGO THOBIE, F4HAU
A new challenge
The following words are the
story written using the diary style
filled with notes and comments
all along the operation. I’m going
to try to tell you the marvellous
adventure of 3B7A on the island
"île du Sud" on the archipelago
of St Brandon through my
memories and my feelings.
After the undeniable success
of FT4TA Tromelin 2014, FT4JA
Juan de Nova 2016, the team
decided to start another
challenge. All this formidable operation was controlled to perfection by Sebastien
F5UFX and Florent F5CWU, and profited from the proven experience of Vincent
F4BKV. Michel F6AGM advised us on the basis of his experience of 3B7C in 2007.
A long-awaited rendezvous
We are the Sunday April 1st 2018. The
team meets at the Orly airport in Paris. In
spite of some transport difficulties which
could have complicated our schedule,
everyone arrives in the afternoon,
smiling, ready to leave for new
adventures!
Patrick F2DX introduces us to JeanBaptiste F8DQL who kindly offers his help
to maintain the website up to date during
our absence. Laurent F8ATM, our new
“Rookie” joined the team and everyone welcomed him warmly! After a last checklist
before departure, we spread all equipment into the different suitcases to avoid extrafees with luggage. The most fragile equipment had been kept in the carry-on bags.
The boarding starts on time to the pleasure of the team.
Once installed in our seats, a long wait starts. Without any announcement for a
long time, the atmosphere becomes tense. Mechanical problems on the plane are
finally confirmed but could not be immediately fixed by the engineers. The crew
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informs us of the cancellation of the flight and asks us to leave. It will be finally
delayed until the following evening.
Monday, April 2, 2018 Vincent F4BKV, flew directly of Barcelona a few days earlier.
He was already in Mauritius after a short visit to Rodrigues (3B9) during the weekend. On our side, we slept in a hotel near the terminal. After a short night, we were
back at the airport to take our flights, a first leg to Réunion (FR) and then a second
flight to Mauritius. With this hitch of 24 hours, the schedule is tightened, the
pressure goes up but the morale of the team is excellent.
To our relief, the plane takes off around 18h00 toward the Indian Ocean. While
pleasant thoughts towards our families emerge, our eyes are riveted on the screens.
Some questions remain as well as crucial points to be treated before the departure of
the first boat… but tiredness finally wins.
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 We arrive at the island of Réunion for a stopover. The sky is
blocked by the clouds and does not let us admire the splendid mountains. We then
hit a second flight postponement which obliges us to quickly reorganize some
logistical points with Vincent F4BKV by telephone. Thanks to the help of a Mauritian
friend, we remotely organize our transfer from the airport to the harbour area as well
as the purchase of some necessary equipment.
After another long wait and a short flight, we arrive finally at destination with a
total delay of 27h! We then leave directly by taxi to the harbour on the other side of
the island. Our first boat leaves Port Louis in the evening…
Our flexibility being thus reduced to nothing, Florent F5CWU and Pascal F5PTM
embark immediately on one of the fishing boats of the “Raphaël Fishing Company”.
They carry with them food, water, fuel, an amazing quantity of ice for the future
catches of the crew, but also our crates of equipment sent several weeks before.
Each one was unpacked and each piece checked to be certain that nothing was
missing or damaged.
Florent F5CWU undertook a formidable amount of work on the logistical points,
assisted for the administrative points by Patrick F2DX. Many problems were met and
managed throughout the months of preparation, and their dedication made all their
efforts worthwhile.
The other tasks were distributed between the various members of the team, the
whole orchestrated by our leader Sebastien F5UFX. All the members of the team
involved themselves in the tests and the configuration of the stations, in particular
the TRX SunSDR2 PRO over a period of several weeks to support a 100% SDR
expedition., We also tested our secondary equipment such as our coaxial “Messi &
Paolini”, Low Band System bandpass filters, laptops during contests to assure their
reliability and to accustom ourselves with their use.
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Concerning the antennas, we chose once more the 2-element vertical dipole array
built by Vincent F4BKV for high bands, and the usual low band configuration which
showed their efficiency during our last expeditions under similar conditions. Our only
large concern was related to electricity. What would be the state of the rented
generators? How were they really maintained and under what conditions did they
normally work? On the islands, equipment suffers a lot.
Unlike FT4JA where we had new generators, tested, approved and maintained by
ourselves, this time we would cope with another configuration. Imagine trusting in
equipment which is the keystone of the entire mission but without any control
before the start of the operation. We did not want to take any risk, so we had
envisaged several alternative solutions while keeping an eye on our expenditure. As
the saying goes “Caution is the mother of safety!”
We are ready!
Thursday, April 5, 2018 Most of the team members are still in Mauritius. The day
starts with some good news! Florent F5CWU and Pascal F5PTM arrived safely during
the night and went ashore in the morning with all equipment after 26 hours of calm
sea. The site is similar to the photographs with which we worked to prepare this
expedition. They have been able to check and start the generators. Everything runs
smoothly.
In Port-Louis (3B8), we embark
into the "Paille en Queue" (“white
tailed”), a name in reference to
these splendid birds of the Indian
Ocean. This boat is smaller than the
first one but well equipped for this
kind of journey.
Friday, April 6, 2018 11h30 UTC…
after 26 hours at sea, we distinguish
the island just above the horizon
and the imposing wreck of a boat
that sank on the reef. Here we are!
To the great pleasure of the team, the "île du Sud"of the archipelago St Brandon
appears above the coral reef where the lagoon radiates its turquoise blue.
This archipelago is composed of small islands and sand banks. It is also known
under the name Cargados Carajos and is located at approximately 420 kms from
Mauritius and has been managed by the “Raphaël Fishing Company” since 2008. The
island is a long sand bank just a few metres above sea level with many tropical
bushes. Birds are everywhere and are nesting at this time of the year. Close to the
house of the three coastguards, some palm trees draw up a path. There are three
other small concrete building on the islet where the company workers are living. One
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of them is the guesthouse.
This small paradise is a
haven of peace for the
birds nesting species which
come to breed there. The
main specie is the Gygis
Alba with which we
coexisted throughout the
stay. As usual with our
operations, we did our
best to minimize any
disturbance and limit the
deployment of equipment
in order not to disturb the birds which nest nearby. We did not use certain areas due
to the presence of too many birds. Several females were nesting with their eggs on
the edges of the windows of our small house. Towards the end of the stay, several
births took place…. Magic moments! We have to admit that on this archipelago it is
the human who is a guest not the birds! We live temporarily on their territory and
consequently we are humble and respectful of the place.

We quickly unloaded the remaining luggage and saw that some VDAs were
already installed as well as the 30m 4-square on the Northern beach of the island. On
the ground, other antennas are already prepared and were waiting to be erected.
Excellent work of Florent F5CWU and Pascal F5PTM who arrived one day earlier and
had already advanced the assembly of the stations. The morale and the motivation
were good and the cohesion of the group fantastic. Without losing a minute, the
team started working despite the heat
The first QSO was completed on 20m SSB at 19h00 UTC with EA7/OH3ELB.We
also started our activity on 17m SSB, 40m CW and 30m RTTY. All operators were
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smiling as soon as the pile-up built up in spite of tiredness and the 30 degree heat on
the patio.
Saturday, April 7, 2018 It is 04h00 UTC.
Gil F4FET announces us that the 4sqaure installed on the beach works
like a charm and that propagation with
US is great with the sunrise. It is
excellent news!
Before the temperatures climb we
have to assemble the verticals for 80m
and 160m, and to set up the receiving
antennas for EU/US and JA. The
objective is to start low bands
operation the coming evening. The day
was excellent in spite of not very positive propagation predictions. At 20h30 UTC, the
log shows 9,000 QSO. We are very satisfied and encouraged by these results of the
first hours.
Sunday, April 8, 2018 This day is marked
by the birthday of Patrick F2DX who
celebrates his 60th anniversary with
team members on this splendid island,
lost in the Indian Ocean. We make a
short break to toast with a typical
sparkling drink. We take advantage of
that off-radio moment to make a
debriefing and share the first comments
received. Our Chief Pilot Michel F6AGM,
gives us important information using the
satellite connections. He is in touch with
other pilots and gives us a summary of the requests and remarks. This allows us to
adjust our schedule.
The SunSDR2 PRO works marvellously well (what a powerful product in a small
box). The settings chosen prior to the expedition work well. No one seems
disconcerted by this new technology. The integration of the SDR is perfect with our
lightweight amplifiers Expert SPE 1.3K whatever the mode of traffic used. The
visualization of the pile-up via the spectrum displayed on the laptop is impressive and
extremely useful to manage the traffic. We are feeling good and we will give the
maximum to fulfil the wishes of the amateur radio community.
We observe excellent openings toward Europe and our Japanese friends. Their
signals are impressive on the different bands. The traffic is fluid, much more
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compared to our previous operations, thanks to less call repetitions most of which
were not necessary. Great !
The evening, around
17h00 UTC, a short opening
toward the US appeared on
17m and 20m. Some of
them are very loud! While
some are busy with pileups, others are trying to
improve our RX antennas.
A phasing of KD9SV flag has
been added this afternoon.
Vertical dipoles have been
installed to give us the
opportunity to work with
two stations on 20m and
15m which are the most
productive bands. We must be present as long as the band is open to give a chance
to all, in particular for the most difficult zones.
The 80m and the 160m stations are active and log many stations. The propagation
on the high bands is in conformity with what we were expecting. In the evening we
already logged 15,000 contacts.
Monday, April 9, 2018 The last night was difficult and the conditions on the high
bands are far from being identical to the previous days. The North American stations
are very weak. We are conscious of the situation and redouble attention. JA, NA, EU
pile-ups are sometimes on the top of the other and the management at times is a bit
complicated. We reach the 25,000 QSO point by greeting our buddy, Cédric F5UKW,
who was our control station during FT4JA.
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 The low bands were productive with all the continents, but
we always undergo difficulties on the high bands, particularly on SSB. But we have no
intention of throwing in the sponge!
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 The conditions evolve positively, in particular on 10m
which was being monitored. Lastly, we can use it and work many stations on CW and
SSB. On the other hand, the 20m and 17m closed prematurely and do not give us the
opportunity to exploit them during the night.
Thursday, April 12, 2018 After a week of operation, we are all feeling the lack of
sleep in the heat. The ocean tide has become much stronger and we need to
regularly check the guying of the masts and some anchor points need to be
reinforced. Pat, F2DX supplies each station with VOACAP/K6TU predictions.
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The signals on 80m are weak and the noise level is very high. The 160m station is
close to the 1,000 contacts, using a Spiderbeam 18m mast with a wire hat also
provided by our friend Cornelius DF4SA.
We encounter some DQRM that makes the pile-up difficult to control. We can
only regret and condemn this type of behaviour. Throughout the day, Laurent F8ATM
and Gil F4FET fill the RTTY logbook at a good rate, helped by the spectral visualization
of the SDR. This is a real plus!
We approach the 50,000 Qso mark and it will be necessary to continue the effort
to achieve our goal of 70,000 Qsos!
Friday, April 13, 2018 The
tide is always strong and
the waves come up to the
steps of our small house
and we need to regularly
check the guy anchors.
Propagation conditions
remain average but the
perseverance of the CW
operators during the night
let us hit the 1,000 contacts
on the Top Band! There are
good openings to USA on
20m as well as 80m in
CW/SSB. 15 and 12m are rather good; strange how from one day to another the
conditions of propagation evolve. At 19h00 UTC we are close to 55,000 QSOs and we
are more than ever motivated to push towards our goal!
Saturday, April 14, 2018 The morale is still excellent in spite of the difficulties and
tiredness. We want to give our maximum for this last week-end! The CW rate is
higher than SSB, especially when the conditions are not very good. We do not
hesitate to exploit most of the bands on CW to keep a good rate. As soon as the
signals grow, we switch to SSB. The weekend is ideal to give a chance to all those
whom did not have the opportunity to make a contact with us yet. Unfortunately,
this Saturday evening the conditions are particularly bad. 17m and 20m close
suddenly rather early.
I would like to share some observations with you. Those conclusions have been
noted during the operations and are shared by all the operators of the group. They
must be interpreted positively:
We voluntarily leave a rather broad split so that the stations having small
installations can contact us easily. It is often their only chance.
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On SSB, many of the spots between the decimal 0 and 5 are not used. At
home, we have the feeling that there are stations calling everywhere but at the other
end of the pile-up it sounds very different! Do not hesitate to use all the split range,
not only by 5khz steps.
Sometimes, the rhythm dropped a little bit. This is because we were in search
of small signals. Honestly, we can tell you that many have been logged because we
saw the signal peak on the spectral visualization of the SDR. We were not certain that
using a classic VFO their signal would have been detected so easily.
- To help the operators, please always call with your complete callsign instead of 2
or 3 letters. It is a BIG waste of time and makes the operators nervous and irritated!
Requests of “QRX” to listen to a continent in particular are not made to
annoy people!
We understand that it can be frustrating to listen to a station DX with large signals
working other continents. But, that's the game! Certain zones of the world do not
have the chance to hear us almost around the clock but have only a one or two hour
propagation window! Sorry if this happens when you are just back from work!
Sunday, April 15, 2018 While some among us continue the traffic, others start
disassembling the camp. We keep only some antennas that will be used by the two
operators who will leave two days later with the other boat. All the equipment must
be arranged properly so that all can fit in the crates for the return journey. Once at
the harbour, we will not have time to repack everything.
In the evening we reached the 69,000 QSO mark. We are going to try working the
missing thousand on the last night.
Monday, April 16, 2018 Propagation has been very bad during the last night and we
have not been able to keep all stations on the air. This is the last day of the operation
for most of the operators. Only F4FET Gil and F4HAU Diego will remain on the island.
Our six friends leave the islands in the morning. Suddenly, a silence after ten days of
intense activity! The usual peace of this place re-appears. However, our six friends
entrusted us the mission to go beyond the 70,000 contacts and complete the
logistical operations. So, it remains a lot of work for our two-person team! We sit
down again at our radio stations to live our last moments on this IOTA lost right in
the middle of the Indian Ocean. Contacted on 30m RTTY, PA0MDB will be our
71.158th and last QSO.
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 Once the crates are transferred from the shore to the
boat of Raphaël Fishing, we leave St Brandon and head for Mauritius.
Thursday, April 19, 2018 We arrive at Port Louis at sunrise. Without wasting a
second, we discharge the boat. Equipment is spread out on the dock and a last check
is carried out to make sure that packing is in conformity with the import/export
documents.
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Thanks
We very sincerely make a point of thanking all our sponsors for their confidence
and their fidelity! Although each operator finances his own sums of money his travel,
his housing and an important part of the expenses related to the expedition, another
significant part is covered by the sponsors, professionals, associations & clubs, and
individuals. These supports are essential in this kind of adventure and we take our
hat off to all those who have been involved in the adventure and made of this project
a success. Thank you also at our pilot stations (F6AGM,N6PSE, JJ3PRT, LU5FF,
ON9CFG), our families and friends who always answered present when we needed
some help.
On behalf of the team, I write
these last words to greet and
thank Sebastien F5UFX,
FlorentF5CWU, Vincent F4BKV and
Patrick F2DX for their remarkable
work so that this project becomes
a reality. I would like to thank the
rest for the team made up of
Pascal F5PTM, Laurent F8ATM, Gil
F4FET and obviously in support
Michel F6AGM and Jacques F6BEE.
I appreciate this team, a small
and true family. For sure those guys are more than simple friends. Thank you for
these good moments in this so peaceful place and for the attention that each one
carries to the others.
Only one question remains since our return in France …this cohesion and this
desire of going always further, over our own limits… where will it carry us the next
time?
Band 160 80 40 30
20
17
15
12 10 Total Total %
AF
10 35 57 41 109
79 108 67 24 530 0.7%
AN
0
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
0
3 0.0%
AS 107 493 1232 995 2515 3160 3829 2441 1842 16614 23.4%
EU 1011 2031 3898 3978 8659 7972 7789 4341 2544 42223 59.4%
NA 125 1013 3354 1515 2595 1351 491
6
1 10451 14.7%
OC
3 41 85 61 218 109 118 56 40 731 1.0%
SA
13 97 259 102
37
17
36
8
4 573 0.8%
Totals 1269 3710 8887 6692 14133 12689 12371 6919 4455 71125
Total QSOs – Continent by band
Source: Club Log
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POOR PROSPECTS FOR CROZET AND GLORIOSO
OPERATIONS
[This item was recently circulated by Seb, F5UFX]
The sovereignty of France is recognized in many territories scattered around the
globe: in the Pacific Ocean with Wallis and Futuna, Polynesia, New Caledonia and
Clipperton; in the Atlantic Ocean with Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon, Saint-Martin, SaintBarthélemy, Guadeloupe, Martinique, and French Guiana. Finally, in the Indian Ocean
with Mayotte, Réunion, the Scattered Islands and the French Southern and Antarctic
Territories.
For us hams, these names often evoke exoticism, an invitation to travel, but also
and especially rare and sought-after contacts. The most populated areas, such as
Réunion, the islands of the West Indies or New Caledonia for example, are
characterized by a permanent radio amateur presence, ensuring daily contacts. For
others like Saint Barthélemy or Wallis and Futuna, they are tourist destinations, not
requiring a special authorization. These places are therefore regularly active during
activities or expeditions conducted by passing radio amateurs. Finally, some
territories require specific authorizations because their access is restricted, usually to
protect their extremely sensitive ecosystems. This last category includes Clipperton,
Europa, Juan de Nova, Tromelin, Glorioso, Crozet, Amsterdam, Kerguelen, and Terre
Adélie. A contact with these entities is thus rather rare and extremely coveted.
With the exception of Clipperton, these other sensitive territories are
administered by the Prefecture of the French Southern and Antarctic Lands (TAAF in
French). For the TAAF it is a question of managing the logistics around these isolated
territories, to support scientific missions and research, to protect ecosystems and
safeguard biodiversity, and finally to manage in a sustainable way natural resources
such as fishing. Any access to the islands named above is therefore subject to prior
authorization.
It would be interesting to go back to the "amateur radio" history of each of these
Scattered and Southern Islands but we will limit ourselves to the last 20 to 30 years.
In the past, radio amateurs had the chance to regularly contact the Météo-France
personnel deployed on the Scattered Islands. These were then stationed for several
months each year and were in charge of the maintenance of the weather stations. All
the islands except Tromelin hosted (and still do) French military troops including
radio amateurs who provided some contacts during their free time. When it comes to
the French Southern Territories, it was mostly radio operators located on the bases.
Military personnel or scientists stationed for several months made radio contacts
when off duty.
Since the 2000s, the almost permanent presence of radio amateurs for decades
on all islands has gone down for various reasons: automation of weather stations,
establishment of satellite links, gradual disappearance of HF links, and decrease of
radio amateurs among the deployed military.
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In order to give the greatest number of people an opportunity to contact these
territories, several amateur radio expeditions have been successfully organized and
conducted: Amsterdam (1998) and Tromelin (2000) by the Lyon DX Gang and the
Gendarmerie de Bron, Europa (2003) and Glorioso (2008) by a French military team
thanks to Didier F5OGL, Amsterdam (2014) by Ralph K0IR and his team, and finally
Tromelin (2014) and Juan de Nova (2016) by my team.
Over the course of the expeditions and the years, the rarity of these entities
evolves. The most rare and sought-after contacts are to date those with Crozet which
shares the top places of the ranking of the most wanted entities with North Korea
and Bouvet. Never has any dedicated expedition been conducted there. The last
scientists who made contacts are Florentin F4DYM-FT5WO, Nicolas F4EGX-FT1WMFT1WK and Jean-Paul F5BU-FT5WJ, but the demand is such that despite their efforts,
the need for an expedition remains intact. The island of Crozet is the most protected
of all the French islands in the perimeter of the TAAF. It has always been the subject
of special attention and has a relatively low rate of invasive alien animal or plant
species. This makes it particularly sensitive to any new introduction. The scientific
base is relatively small compared to the other Southern Islands and has a very high
concentration of seabirds sensitive to disturbance nearby.
You now know what kind of context we are dealing with. No doubt that the
DXpedition enthusiasts were already aware of these elements, but it was important
to remind all of you so that everyone understands the content of this communiqué.
The last three expeditions (FT5ZM, FT4TA and FT4JA) are those known to the current
authorities. Beyond the amateur radio community, their success has been recognized
by the TAAF. This point is extremely important in many aspects and has
systematically conditioned the validation of the next expedition. The impression left
by these projects is unanimously very positive. Our professionalism, our ability to
respect the rules, and finally our ability to bring elements beyond the "radio" aspect
were evaluated. For this last point, we collaborated with schools and generated
exciting exchanges with the students and their teachers, communicated massively
through different media on the islands, their history / geography, put together
beautiful philatelic activities, put forward the work and the missions of the TAAF in
the four corners of the world through articles and conferences organized on several
continents. We have also shown our full potential to conduct expeditions in total
respect of the host territories, and this is undoubtedly the most important.
Based on these experiences and the very good relationship with the TAAF, we
worked in parallel on two new destinations as soon as we returned from Juan de
Nova: Grande Glorieuse Island (FT/G) and Crozet (FT/W). Quickly, we were faced with
the risk of collision with antennas for bird populations, as well as the difficulty of
verifying the respect of bio-protection measures around our projects. These risks
were part of our specifications during our previous operations, and each time we
showed our common ability to find appropriate solutions, our team often going
beyond the conditions imposed.
A new evaluation was conducted for over a year to propose new technical,
logistical and organizational solutions to bring these subjects under control.
Numerous research projects, supported by several notes from expert scientists, have
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ruled out the risk presented by our modest antennas on the bird populations of these
territories. Passionate about our islands for decades, we are the first to pay special
attention to the protection of fauna and flora and it seems clear to us that our
projects are completely respectful of these territories and their biodiversity.
Despite the research work done, the innovative solutions proposed, and a
complete and documented dossier, our requests were rejected. The arguments put
forward focus on the danger posed by our antennas for the bird population and the
risk of introduction of new species during our landing. Despite our work to
demonstrate that these elements are controlled and in no way invalidate our
activities, it is the precautionary principle that is privileged for the moment. The logic
remains to say that if there is no project then there is no risk. Unfortunately, amateur
radio expeditions are not part of the core activities and priorities.
Of course, we acknowledge the position of the authorities in charge that
undoubtedly rely on the expertise of their various departments. Let's hope that the
months or years ahead will allow us, through dialogue, to find compromises and
propose new projects on a win-win basis as it has been the case so far.
To this day, the frustration is of course great as we worked hard countless hours.
However, we will continue in a professional manner to deal with our interlocutors.
We will continue our research to improve our solutions and make them even more
compatible with the constraints imposed so far. Radio amateurs have had the chance
to accompany and participate in the life of the bases for more than 60 years. We are
therefore convinced of our legitimacy in the Scattered and Southern Territories, as
well as in the ability of the TAAF to maintain a framework for our activity.
Many of you send me emails asking "when will Crozet take place?” or “when will
Glorioso take place? ". Let’s hope that this communiqué is going to give you a better
idea of our current projects. My goal is not to exchange ideas. No need to contact me
to ask me more questions or gives me your opinion, I may not have time to answer
you.
It is also not a communiqué to tell you not to try to propose an alternative project
to the competent authorities. As of today the chances of moving forward are slim.
The administration has already received a number of cases in recent years, more or
less serious, and I personally think that has made things more confusing and has not
made our case.
I imagine that many will be disappointed with this information. We definitely are
too. But we want to remain very positive and above all satisfied with the projects
carried out towards Tromelin and Juan de Nova. We are aware of the privilege we
have had. The work done with the various TAAF services to date has been fascinating.
We have met people who live their missions with a passion and it is with great
pleasure that we will perhaps work with them again in the future; it is our dearest
wish.
For the time being, patience is the keyword...
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VP6D – RETURN TO DUCIE
DENNIS ANDREWS, F5VHY
Although the 2008 VP6DX operation from Ducie logged
183k contacts during a 17 day stay, the island remains at
position 21 on Club Log’s Most Wanted List. So there
should be plenty of takers for the 15-day VP6D activity by
the Perseverance DX Group that is scheduled to begin on
20th October. The DXpedition is being led by CDXC
member Dave Lloyd, K3EL who began ham radio life as
G4HJT, along with Co-leads Gene, K5GS and Les, W2LK.
Dave’s previous DXpedition experience includes
ZL9HR/2012, TX5RV/2013,VK9MT/2014 and VK0EK/2016.

Team leader Dave Lloyd

The first recorded operation from Ducie Island was by
VR6BX in 1993. However, this only counted as a new IOTA
(OC-182) and it would be some years before Ducie was
elevated to the DXCC list.

Under classic DXCC Rules, the island group, consisting of Pitcairn, Henerson, Ducie
and Oeno forms a geographic entity requiring a minimum of 800km separation from
Pitcairn for any of the other islands to be considered as a separate entity.
The situation changed in 1998 when
ARRL announced revisions and updates
to the rules under its DXCC 2000
program. This introduced the concept of
political entities under which a territory
could be added to the DXCC list if it
fulfilled certain requirements. One of
these covered the situation where the
entity had a separate IARU member
society.

1993 – the first operation from Ducie Is.

In due course, the Pitcairn Island Amateur Radio Association (PIARA) was formed
and accepted as a member of IARU. This then made Pitcairn Island a parent under
DXCC rules and reduced the separation requirement to 350km, thus qualifying Ducie
Island as a potential new DXCC entity. Henderson and Oeno are only separated from
Pitcairn by 193km and 120km respectively
so remain part of the Pitcairn entity.

Map: Wikipedia

28

In recent years, ARRL added the
requirement that in addition to IARU
membership, the entity must also appear on
the US State Department Independent
States of the World. Pitcairn does not
appear on that list so Ducie would not
qualify under the current rules!

ARRL announced that QSOs with Ducie made on or after 16 November 2001
would count for DXCC credit. Under the leadership of the legendary Tom Christian,
VR6TC and Kan Mizoguchi, JA1BK, an initial DXpedition was planned to begin
operation on that date. Unfortunately, heavy seas, bad weather and engine problems
forced them to turn back when only 70 miles from the island.

MV Braveheart

For the rescheduled operation in
March 2002, MV Braveheart, which
became the transport of choice for many
future DXpeditions was chartered. The
vessel which would also support future
trips to Ducie, including the upcoming
VP6D DXpedition is very familiar with
these waters. For many years it has
performed the role of support and
supply ship to Pitcairn.

DXpedition teams typically assemble in Papeete, and then fly to Mangareva in the
Gambier Islands to meet up with Braveheart. From there, it is a 36 hour voyage to
Pitcairn and then a further 36 hours to Ducie Island.
The nine-man team established two operating sites and began operation on 26th
March 2002 making over 51k QSOs during an eleven day stay. A subsequent eightday operation, using the callsign VP6DIA took place during March 2003 and added a
further 25k QSOs to the Ducie total. There is a video of the VP6DI operation on
YouTube.

Ducie Island then remained silent until VP6DX took to the air in 2008. By then,
DXpeditions had become big-budget, highly organised operations with a huge
expectation for multiband/multimode availability to all geographic areas, on-line
logs, LoTW, OQRS and so on.
The VP6DX expedtion was organised and led by Carsten, DL6LAU and Eric, K3NA
with an eventual budget of $300,000. The plan was for a 13-man team – the
maximum passenger capacity of Braveheart and a stay of 17 days on the island.
The trip was extemely well provisioned with huge support from Elecraft, Acom
and Force 12.There was a lot of emphasis on propogation to Europe and on the LF
bands.
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Band PH
CW RTTY Total Total %
160 1574 5093
0 6667 3.6%
80
40
30
20
17
15
12

8587 9750
0 18337 10.0%
14933 14480
0 29413 16.0%
0 10570 3690 14260 7.8%
17204 12845 3476 33525 18.3%
16591 11805 3071 31467 17.1%
15523 12358
0 27881 15.2%
7212 6038

0 13250

7.2%

10
4489 4295
0 8784
Totals 86113 87234 10237 183584

4.8%

The ambitious setup included two separate
VP6DX 2008 – QSO totals
station locations with a huge selection of
Source: Club Log
antennas both transmit and receive.
The planning paid off well with the 183.5k QSOs setting a new DXpedition record.
The southerly path worked well with 28% of QSOs being with Europe that included
862 on 160m and over 6,400 on 80m. The Club Log Leader board shows that 94 UK
stations made 10 or more of the 20 available band/mode slots and the top of the pile
(G3SBP) making 19, only missing out on 160m SSB.
The full story can be read at: http://ducie2008.dl1mgb.com/news/index.php
Prospects for VP6D 2018
Those of you who despair over DXpeditions taking place during sunspot minimum
years may be surprised to learn that the 2008 operation took place with an average
solar flux of just 72 – about the same as will be expected in October.
Updade from K3EL

VP6D team will include 14 members from six countries – Brazil,
Hungary, Germany, New Zealand, Ukraine and USA. The VP6D team
will assemble in Papeete, French Polynesia, in mid-October. We
then travel together on the once-weekly flight to Mangareva where
we will meet the Braveheart and immediately set sail for Ducie. We
will return to Mangareva from Ducie in early November, in time to
catch the weekly flight back to Papeete.
Current plan is to use two separate operating locations for SSB/digital and
CW/digital, each with a complete set of antennas. To the extent we are able, based
on landing conditions as determined when we reach Ducie, we will space the two
camps far enough apart to minimize inter-station interference. Each location will
have monoband 2-element VDAs on the shoreline for 20 through 10 m. In addition,
each location will have one 2-element horizontal Steppir Yagi. On 40 and 30 m we will
use 4-square antennas and single-element verticals on 80 and 160m. Low band
receiving antennas will mainly be Beverages. On 6m we will use a 6M8GJ Yagi kindly
loaned by W7GJ to attempt EME.
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Several of the US-based team met recently in California to assemble and pack all
the expedition equipment. K5GS and K3EL picked up K3S radios, P3 panadapters,
KPA500 amps and KAT500 tuners from the Elecraft HQ at Watsonville, CA. Many
antenna supplies from sponsors DX Engineering, Steppir and Spiderbeam had
previously been shipped to our CA location. All the stations were set up along with
the networking hardware and BGAN terminals and the entire system tested to
confirm that N1MM+ communicated across all the stations and that log uploads
could be performed via the satellite. Everything was then repacked into waterproof
cases ready for shipment. The consignment of radio equipment and antennas
included 10 pallets weighing nearly
1,500 kg. Unlike previous PDXG
expeditions, where we have
purchased generators and tents at
our departure location, for VP6D the
Braveheart is providing shelters and
power generation, which simplifies
our organization. Once the
equipment arrives in New Zealand,
Collecting equipment from Elecraft HQ
team member ZL3CW will inspect
Dave, K3EL plus Eric, WA6HHQ and
and inventory the shipment before
Madalyn from Elecraft
transfer to the Braveheart.
FT8 will play a leading role in our digital operations. Several members of the VP6D
team recently met with K6TD and K6MM from the recent Baker Island KH1/KH7Z
operation to learn from their experiences as ‘foxes” in the first major DXpedition use
of FT8.

CONTESTING WITH 100W AND A WIRE
RICK HEINRICH, N0YY

[This article first appeared in the July 2017 issue of the Eastern Iowa DXer and is
reproduced with acknowledgements]
I remember when the different magazines used to have “fireside chat” columns
that raised topics from novices and big guns to discuss a subject from different
perspectives. The intent was to present a subject and offer insight as to why things
could take different directions.
This column is intended to do a similar thing. Contesting does not have a single
dimension. It has a life of its own or it can be viewed as a tool for other pursuits. My
intent is to initiate discussions from different directions to help stimulate thoughts.
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But first I would like to offer a comparison. Contesting is also known as
Radiosport. If you think of RadioSport in its most competitive form, consider a long
distance relay foot race. Each member of the team has a role to play. No one
individual can win the event. Each contributor must optimize his or her performance
to ensure that the team does as well as possible.
The same exists here. Large multi-operator contest stations rely on all players to
participate – with whatever they can bring to the table. Radio technology today
allows for copying near noise floor signals and differentiating them from the strong
signals. This realization is the basis for this article.
In my list of potential discussions I raised “What can I do with 100W and a wire?”
There are a lot of things to consider:
What am I trying to accomplish?
 Improve my code copying speed
 Add new countries for my DXCC
 Add new band countries
 Learn more about my station
 Learn more about propagation
As you develop different questions will be raised.
 Do I need an automated station?
 Do I need computer logging?
Every HF operator has an entry point. I might opine that the logical starting point
would be a simple wire (or vertical) and a 100 watt radio. Or maybe you are limited
to less than 100 watts. OK, let’s’ call that your tool kit – what can you do with it?
What is your operating “profile”? Do enjoy rag chewing with friends each week? Like
many did you call CQ one evening and an exotic PJ2 on a Caribbean island called you?
Did you jump back and say “…wow how did that happen?” Or maybe it was Alaska or
Hawaii? If you were like me, when that happened, I wanted to know if I could do it
again.
Based on that, what are some of the things to consider? I will list many that come
to mind. Again, your views might differ, but remember that altogether this forms the
basis of successful contest operations.
Listen, Listen, Listen – know who you are calling. Know the exchange. Listen to the
timing and the flow of how the station is working other stations. Don’t allow yourself
to get complacent because of packet networks and spotting. Understand that
everyone else is watching that same window into the world. You will show up with
everyone else for that contact. This may work much better on the second day.
Be crisp – time is money – oops, time is QSOs and score. Maybe you learned that you
are supposed to call stations in a 3x3 format. His call three times – then your call
three times. It is likely the station you are calling can hear you, but has chosen to not
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wait for your long response. Send only the relevant information. If you are calling –
just send your call – ONCE. When the other station comes back to you, only provide
the necessary information. E.g. 59 Iowa. Not “please copy your signal is 59 and I’m
located in Iowa”. As Jack Webb used to say – “…just the facts”.
Timing is everything – Remember when I said “listen” – especially for the rhythm of
the information flow, know what is going to happen and when. Then control your
destiny. Know when to call – not when everyone else calls – but when you should
call. Consider this: When the DX station is ready for a station to call him, it is likely
that many will call all on top of each other. Those guys are all running kilowatts and
stacks of aluminium in the air. How can you beat that? Call in a different sequence of
time. It would be better for you to insert your call a second later when the din is
dying down and your signal stands out – even though you may not have the same
signal strength. This is a pileup technique when contesting at PJ2T. The roar of the
hundreds of stations calling begins to die down and the weak “late at the party
“station is the one we get in the log!
What motivates you and what are your frustrations? The contest starts at 00Z on a
Friday evening. You are sitting at the rig, everything is ready. Do you jump in and
start to call stations? This approach is likely to be very frustrating since you are
competing heads up with all the big dogs. And it’s the same for the big dogs! Think
about a station like PJ2T – the start of the contest on 40M. Europe is booming in. But
in reality, we point the antennas to South America or to other Caribbean stations.
Why? Because the East Coast stations all have their beams pointed to Europe and
Europe is pointed at the North East US! Poor PJ2T does not stand a chance. Two
hours later, things are VERY different. Now conditions have changed, PJ2T is one of
the sought after stations and it’s off to the races. The same thing applies to the
“100W and a wire” class. Take your wife out to dinner. Take the dog for a walk. It is
likely that you will become bored or disinterested if you “can’t work anyone” those
first hours because of who you are competing with. Know where to go. This is a case
of going where others are not. Understand that you are not alone. There are many
others out there looking for those initial QSOs. So avoid the confusion. Go to a band
that is not the most sought after. Start the contest on 10M or 15M. Call the weak
stations that are calling CQ multiple times. They are just as desperate as you to get
stations in the log. Then move when the roar settles on the other bands. Think about
ARRL Sweepstakes – a great opportunity to complete your WAS or maybe work on
your 5BWAS. Go high – start on 10M or 15M and go higher in the band. Start working
what is available. Let the guys that are “in it to win it” reside on 40M and 20M. Go
there later.
Pick a spot – every contest has a sweet spot - a place where the masses hang out.
Don’t go there. Go higher in the band. Consider a CW DX contest. There is nothing
wrong with going up to 14.120 MHz and working stations – you will be quite
successful – but not if you try to work the guys at 14.025 MHz!
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Know your competition – in this context the competition is YOU. Unless you are in
Ulan Bator, you will be competing with many stations. So what motivates you?
Getting a certification of participation? Being first, low power, rookie class, or are you
competing with yourself? How did you do last year? Try to beat this this year. Maybe
it is a relatively simple thing called “butt in chair” – did you spend more time this year
than last and did you do better? RadioSport is all about improving yourself. After you
peak your personal skills, then maybe introduce a new piece of technology to your
station.
Get your name in lights – There is a role for you in the early phases of the contest
that has long term impact. And it fully supports the “listen” concept referenced
earlier. Spot stations. Listen, and then spot them. Why? Well, when you spot a
station, two things happen, the station you are spotting knows who is hearing them
and the geographical impact. Second your call is displayed as well! By repeatedly
getting your callsign shown on the spots you become more “familiar” – even if you
NEVER work anyone. Plus it helps you learn all the different functions in your logging
program! At PJ2T we ALWAYS welcome being spotted. (Just don’t only spot a single
station, share the wealth.)
Accuracy over Speed – Set your goal for a “golden” log – one with no errors. Listen
carefully and write down what you hear. Don’t rely on packet spots – they can be
VERY WRONG. Consider the year that PJ2T, PS2T, PJ4T, and PP2TT were all on. Not
much room for error! When the dust settled there were many stations that lost QSO
credit because the used the spot info without listening. Turn the keyer down and let
your skill grow.
Run vs Search and Pounce – everyone is enamoured with high QSO rate contesting. I
get caught up in it all the time. The winner will find a balance. But in most cases the
100W and a wire station will find themselves more successful with finding other
stations and calling them – that is search and pounce. Of course there are exceptions.
Consider Sunday afternoon in Sweepstakes. If you are “fresh meat” you can generate
a pile of calling stations. That is fun and worthwhile just for the learning experience.
It will become a true test of your learning curve. Do these concepts work? Well let
me offer this piece of “insight”. When I lost my tower to a windstorm/tornado I still
wanted to operate. So for the ARRL DX CW contest in February, I decided that what I
wanted to do was to see how many DX entities I could work in the contest. So I set up
for a 20M single band, low power entry. So with my FT-1000MP and a Cushcraft R5 I
spent 10 hours on 20M using the vertical. The result? 117 countries in those 10 hours
– all on S&P (search and Pounce).This is an example where I set a goal to test myself
and saw it through! Most of those ten hours were on Sunday when the piles were
more workable and I was “fresh meat”!
Remember, the techniques you develop with a small station will impact your
success when you move up to having an amplifier and gain antennas.
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CLUB LOG CORNER
AWS/CFS ALERT
ALAN JUBB, 5B4AHJ

CFS Alert (CFS – Canadian Forces Station), originally Alert
Wireless Station (AWS), has always fascinated me because of its
remoteness. CFS Alert, located at the northernmost part of
Ellesmere Island, NA-008, Nunavut in the Canadian Arctic, is
actually the most northerly permanently inhabited place on
planet earth and is about 820km from the geographic North
Pole.
The material in this article is collated mainly from the references listed at the end
of the article.

Early days – Alert Wireless Station
Alert was first settled in April 1950,
when it was part of North West Territories.
The initial settlers were staff of the Joint
Arctic Weather Station, JAWS. The callsign
used from the weather station was VE8ML.
VE8ML was QRV until circa 1985.

QSL – courtesy VE3FAB

From the beginning of the JAWS
project, the Canadian military were also
interested in establishing a presence at
Alert, for various reasons, including the
proximity of Alert to the Soviet Union.
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Alert, is in fact slightly closer to Moscow than to Ottawa! A Distant Early Warning
System (DEWS) building was constructed in 1956 for Signals Intelligence (SIGINT)
work.
The Alert Wireless Station was constructed in 1957 as an intercept facility, staffed
jointly by the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) and Royal Canadian Navy (RCN). The
intercept station became officially operational in 1958, when control passed from the
RCAF to the Canadian Army. VE8AT was a member of the team establishing AWS and
was QRV from circa September 1957 until early 1959, having previously been QRV
from Whitehorse, Yukon. VE8AT is the only personal call that I am aware of that was
QRV in the AWS era.
An amateur radio club was established at Alert AWS in circa 1960, call VE8TU.
VE8TU was QRV until 1964, when the call became VE8RCS (Royal Canadian Signals).In
1966, AWS was still manned by Army, RCN and RCAF personnel.

QSLs courtesy VE3FAB

Other than snail mail, there were no public communications facilities at AWS, so
amateur radio played an important role in staff welfare, allowing personnel to
communicate via phone-patch with their families, in addition to allowing the
operators a rewarding leisure activity. However, as AWS was a high-security military
facility, there was some pressure to ban amateur radio, for fear of inadvertent
release of sensitive operational information over the air. In the end, amateur radio
was allowed to continue, subject to a very strict list of restrictions, including:
 The primary purpose will be to provide phone patches for station personnel.
 Casual on-air activities such as rag chewing, DXing and contesting will be
limited, but not prohibited, and will not take priority over phone patching for
station personnel.
 Military ranks and surnames will not be used on the air.
 There will be no contact with Amateur Stations in the Soviet Union or East Bloc
countries.
 Details of all station facilities, logistics, personnel rotation and ranks, the
weather, or any other subject related to specific station capabilities or
activities will not be discussed on the air.
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CFS Alert
Canadian Army, RCN and RCAF were unified as Canadian Armed Forces in
February 1968. At that time, Alert Wireless Station was renamed Canadian Forces
Station Alert (CFS Alert). CFS Alert continued to grow, with the construction of
additional buildings and the deployment of additional personnel, reaching a peak
headcount of 215 or more.
A satellite/microwave link was installed in the early 1980s between Alert and
Eureka (also on Ellesmere Island), bringing a telephone service to Alert for the first
time, so there was less need for phone-patch, although it continued to be used.
In 1997, the installation of remote control facility for the military equipment at
Alert allowed the downsizing of the facility and reduced the importance of amateur
radio at Alert substantially. VE8RCS closed down in May 1997. CFS Alert headcount
dropped to circa 75 at that time.
RCAF has been responsible for operating CFS Alert since April 2009.
Amateur radio activity from CFS Alert
The club call remained as
VE8RCS.
VX8RCS was QRV from Alert in
January/February 1988 to mark the
occasion of the 15th Winter
Olympic Games, which were held in
Canada.
CG8RCS was QRV in February
1991, to celebrate the 1991 Canada
Winter Games held in
Charlottetown, PEI. There were at
QSL courtesy: OH9MDV
least two personal calls used from
CFS Alert, VE3UWC/VE8 in 1993 and VO1XA/VE8 in late-1993 until mid-1994.

QSL courtesy: AD1C

QSL courtesy: VE3FAB
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On April 1, 1999, Canada created Nunavut, a territory which represents the Inuit
people. Nunavut includes an area that was previously part of Northwest Territories.
Ellesmere Island, and hence Alert CFS, became part of the new territory of Nunavut
(prefix VY0).
The 50th anniversary of
AWS/CFS was celebrated in
August/September 2008, during
which time VE8RCS/VY0 was
QRV.
CFS Alert continues to be
operational today although very
little publicly available
information is to be found.

QSL courtesy: VA3XA

Mapping of Ellesmere Island callsigns by Club Log
Mapping of both VE8 (NWT) and VY0 (Nunavut) calls to Canada is done by default,
via prefix definitions.
Ellesmere Island lies in CQ zone 2. Club Log maps VE8 calls to zone 1 by default, so
zone exceptions are required. Club Log maps VY0 calls to zone 2 by default, so zone
exceptions are not required.
Credits, references and further reading/viewing
Jerry Proc VE3FAB: CFS Alert http://jproc.ca/rrp/alert.html
Wikipdia: CFS Alert https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CFS_Alert
Wikipedia: Alert, Nunavut https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alert,_Nunavut
Jerry Proc VE3FAB: CFS Alert: Photos 4 - Amateur Radio
Jerry Proc VE3FAB: Whatever happened to VE8RCS?
http://jproc.ca/radiostor/WHAT%20EVER%20HAPPENED%20TO%20VE8RCS.pdf
CFS Alert 50th Anniversary Flight & Photos 3-5 Sep 2008
http://www.troywoodintarsia.com/alert/ltpage50ann.html
Bob Creber: Life at CFS Alert, 1957 - 1958 https://www.rcnhistory.org/creber-document.htm
QST July 1981: Canadian News Fronts – VE8RCS http://p1k.arrl.org/pubs_archive/74602
1993 TV movie Ordeal in the Arctic
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THE CONTEST WORLD
DENNIS ANDREWS, F5VHY
Mid-July saw the 2018 World RadioSport Team hampionship
take place in hot weather but under only mediocre band
conditions at Wittenberg in Germany.
This was the eighth event since the first gathering was held at
Seattle in 1990. The overall format is based on two-man teams
selected from different geographic areas using identical station
set-ups with a 100w power limit, during a 24-hour operating
period that conincides with the IARU HF Championship.
Qualification is based on individual accumulated scores covering a range of HF
contests. The precise list of included contests and definition of the station make-up is
defined by the organising group. Special callsigns are allocated to each competing
team and, for WRTC2018, stations used calls in Y8A – Y8Z call block.
WRTC 2018 – The Standard Station








Spiderbeam (20/15/10)
Rotary dipole (40)
Fixed dipole (80)
Rotator (Yaesu G-1000DX)
14m mast (Spiderbeam)
Tent, tables, chairs, sanitation
Generator (Honda EU20i)

A relatively complex system awarded points gained through participation in a
total of 32 contests covering a period from February 2015 to November 2016 Details
of this can be seen at http://www.wrtc2018.de/index.php/en/competition/selectioncriteria-2 .
This resulted in the selection of 63 teams covering 27 geographic areas across six
world regions. Details of the eventual qualification standings can be found at
http://www.wrtc2018.de/index.php/en/competition/standings-2 . The UK is included
in the EU#2 area and from this, the three top teams that then went on to participate
in WRTC were led by F8DBF, OR2F and F4DXW. Martin, G4XUM came within just a
few points of displacing F4DXW.
The winning team of Gedas LY9A and Mindis LY4L
amassed over 5,100 QSOs during the 24 hour period
using the callsign Y91N. In second place, operating as
Y81A was the team of DJ5MW and DL1IAO.

WRTC winners LY4L and LY9A.
Photo WRTC

Full results can be found at
http://www.wrtc2018.de/index.php/wettbewerb/fina
le-scores .
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Although the overall format of the identical stations is defined in the rules, teams
can select their own equipment configuration, subject to the 100w limit, and their
favourite operating software. It’s interesting to see what they selected.
Logging systems: WinTest – 29, N1MM+ - 25, DXLog - 5, TR4W – 2, Others – 2.
Transceivers (Two per station): K3 – 60, FT1000MP – 10, Flex6000 – 9, IC7600 – 7,
FTDX5000 – 6, IC610 – 6, TS590 – 5, IC7851 – 5. Others in use included FT2000,
TS850, and a single Hiberling. No great surprise in seeing the K3 at the top of the list
but maybe a little surprising to see the veritable FT1000MP still a popular choice.
To boost activity, WRTC included five special
awards. Certificates are generated from the logs
of the WRTC stations and can be downloaded
from their website.
In the chase for “WRTC Most QSOs” (with WRTC
stations) in the EU#2 section, which includes UK,
G3ORY amassed 402 QSOs followed by G3TXF
with 394.

At the closing ceremony of WRTC 2018, it was
announced that WRTC 2022 would be held in the
area surrounding Bologna in the Emilia-Romagna
region of Italy.
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THE CDXC DIGITAL DIARY
ROGER COOKE, G3LDI
Life with FT8!
FT8 has been causing quite a debate in a lot of places and the
CDXC Reflector has had its more than fair share! We can all see the
activity that FT8 has generated on all bands. But I guess the emphasis
on this mode is upsetting quite a few! I can understand that myself,
because other modes, including RTTY, are being neglected like never
before. Take a listen – in fact call CQ – on a RTTY frequency and I am willing to bet
that you will be hard put to get a reply! Such a shame, because FT8 is not a chat
mode, merely a slot filler. If only the ARRL would retrace their steps and start issuing
RTTY DXCC awards again, it might help to rejuvenate activity on that mode. However,
nobody, it seems, can convince them to do that. Again, it’s such a shame!
Moan over, time to press on!
BARTG 75 Baud Sprint.
This four-hour bi-annual HF contest usually produces a lot of RTTY activity. In
September, normally anyway, propagation is improving on the HF bands with the
appearance of the autumnal equinox. Hopefully this year will be better than last year.
We MUST be approaching the bottom of this cycle soon, surely! The rules can be
found on the BARTG web site:
http://bartg.org.uk/wp/sprint75-september-2018-rules/
You will find that there is a slight change to the rules to take into account avoiding
the beacon frequencies and other modes. Just be aware of this!
Also, please remember to send the serial number three times. Once is useless
unless you are very lucky. Twice can be contradictory if two different numbers are
printed, but three usually results in two numbers the same, which is acceptable. Just
because it is 75 Bauds, and fast, copy can be difficult, especially on the LF bands.
Asking for repeats is time-wasting and very annoying if the repeat is just sent once
yet again!
REMEMBER: If your number is not received here, you DO NOT make my log. I am
not guessing it!
It really is a fun contest, so give FT8 a rest for a change and play on the green
keys!
RTTY DXCC TABLE - ALL-TIME SCORES
A few more have updated their RTTY scores and I thank those that have done!
It’s good to see that some are making RTTY Qs and keeping the green keys active!
Ronald PA3EWP is new to the list – in at number 6 – and he was lucky enough to
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work KH1 on RTTY too, one of the few! John G7SSE jumps a place up to 17th just
above Phil ZL3PAH. John GW4SKA stays in the same position but with increased
scores! Gordon G3PXT increases by one but also stays in the same place.
Just a bit of fun, but let me have YOUR all-time RTTY scores and I will enter you into
the list!
NAME/CALLSIGN
STEVE
N3SL
DICK
PA3FQA
ALEX
YO9HP
IAN
G3KZR
TOM
GM4FDM
RONALD PA3EWP
VILNIS
YL2KF
DAI
MW0CRI
JOHN
GW4SKA
NAND
VU2NKS
PHIL
GU0SUP
ROGER
G3LDI

WKD
346
339
332
323
322
314
311
300
295
293
284

CFMD
346
339
332
323
321
313
306
300
300
294
292
268

NAME/CALLSIGN
RICH
W3ACO
PHIL
G4OBK
DAVID
G3YYD
AL
GW3SFC
CHRIS
G8APB
JOHN
G7SSE
PHIL
ZL3PAH
CHRIS/G8APB aka M0A
GORDON G3PXT
ANDREW G8GNI
KEITH
G6NHU
PETER
G3VPS

WKD
249
260
270
240
250
221
224
171
188
159
155
216

CFMD
248
233
244
238
230
207
206
159
159
153
139
79

KH1/KH7Z
They worked 943 on RTTY and a huge 16670 on FT8. Does that say it all? Perhaps
it does, because I never even heard them on RTTY, never saw them posted on the
cluster on RTTY, but I did work them on FT8. It’s not quite the same for me, and I
suspect a lot of others too. Perhaps I should be happy to have worked them on FT8.
but somehow it does not clang the bell like RTTY does, pun unintended! Propagation
has a large part to play in the mode-decision making obviously, so perhaps there
were just not enough spots on King Sol to allow for RTTY. Did anybody in the UK work
them on RTTY? Let me know!
Of course, I do realise that the ARRL now put all data modes into the same
category of “Digital” but – and I quote this as one of a dying breed – the RTTY
operators among us, weaned on machinery, hours spent servicing, cleaning and
adjusting, not to mention making it work (no computers in those days), are just being
branded with the rest, including the FT8 brigade. Whilst this might be less work for
the ARRL and less expense (Digital DXCC award covers all!) it again does not have the
same appeal. I could be accused of sour grapes I suppose but now I realise how the
EME people feel, with all their engineering and huge antennas, reading weak CW in
the noise and so on. It requires little effort these days with FT8 and a half-decent
antenna,
Am I being paranoid here? Perhaps that comes with my age!
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BARTG Donations.
Recently there have been discussions about donations to DXpeditions from
BARTG. As you probably know, BARTG no longer has subscriptions coming in each
year, so our funds are limited. Most of our expense now goes into awards and
trophies but we do still make donations to DXpeditions. BARTG is not in the same
league as CDXC of course but they all add up at the end of the day. Indeed individual
radio clubs – including my own Norfolk ARC – also donate. However, in order to carry
on that tradition, some income is needed. If you value RTTY operation by
DXpeditions, please consider a donation to BARTG to enable us to donate to rare
ones, and then we have a small lever to ask them to use RTTY.
John GW4SKA laid it out very neatly:
1. Donations to BARTG are unlikely to be made solely for DXpedition support.
2. BARTG does not have a ring-fenced ‘DXpedition fund’.
3. Our aim is to encourage the use of data modes. How we do this is up to the
committee. Currently we promote contests and awards for these modes, support
DXpeditions and exchange information.
The donations to DXpeditions are made to those who will be using data modes. A
good example is the recent KH1 operation, where there was extensive use of FT8 and
some RTTY when conditions allowed.
BARTG HF contest.
What a great one this was for the UK! I don’t like full weekends contesting these
days, so I entered the 6-hour slot. However the result was no less satisfying for me.
In the SOAB section, David G3YYD operating as M7T had the huge score of over
1.2million points in first place and that was
nearly double the score of second place.
In the SOAB6 section, I too managed first
place but with just over 200,000 points.
Lastly, John GW4SKA operating as GW0A also
came first in the SOAB-100 section with just over
675,000 points. This was despite losing his
antenna in a gale as you see in the picture. He
was lucky enough to be able to put up a
Hexbeam and obviously did very well with it!
Keep in mind that these are provisional
results however. Full results will be published on
the BARTG web site soon.
I suspect Chris G8APB was busy trying to keep ahead of Gordon in the FT8 Chase!
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This brings me nicely to FT8 Corner!
Got to mention it. It’s not going away, swathes of activity on the FT8 frequencies
and 6m activity like we have never seen before. If this is not for you, stop reading
now!
Gordon G3PXT was as active as ever and sends an enormous list of what he has
worked on FT8 on all bands, He has nearly caught me up on 6m now, my all-time
score is now only just above his score for this year alone!
Gordon has modified his 40m dipole and
it now works well on 80m. In a month he has
77 DXCC and they say propagation is poor?
It’s a 32ft extension on his 40m flat top
dipole with 16ft drops on each end. 16ft
runs along the fence line under the dipole
and the antenna is trimmed for best
SWR. Gordon’s 6m antenna is hidden in a
tree as you see in the picture!
Here are his comments about his operating.
“My log stands at over 15,000 QSOs this year. I am taking part in the ARRL grid
challenge so if you hear me on, give me a call if you are LOTW. 952 squares
confirmed LOTW, 3rd place in the UK.
I have set myself a target of 100 QSOs per day. There are lots of awards and
certificates on my QRZ page. I picked up eight awards for the World Cup including
silver. I have also worked all states on FT8, all confirmed LOTW. “
Must go for a lie-down in a darkened room…………
Bedtime Reading
This is aimed at those new to digital modes and
would be a useful addition to your bookshelf (after
reading it of course!)
“I believe this may be one of the first books to
include discussions of FT8 and WSPR operating for
beginners.” - Steve Ford, WB8IMY. The popularity of HF
digital communications among Amateur Radio
operators continues to grow rapidly. A few watts of RF
power are all it takes to work the world – digitally!
Fully updated, the second edition of Get on the Air
with HF Digital is a step-by-step guide that’ll get you
started in the fascinating world of HF digital technology. Written in an easy to
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understand style, this book will show you how to set up and operate your own HF
digital station. The text includes instructions for configuring software programs for
popular modes such as PSK31, RTTY, FT8 and JT65. You’ll also learn about other
digital communication modes such as MFSK, Olivia, PACTOR, and WSPR. It’s a fun and
easy way for beginners to get on the air!
The Flex has arrived!! (and been returned!)
Well, I did have it for one day, got it switched on too! Unfortunately it would not
boot up. Tad disappointing after waiting 9 months for delivery! Ah well, that’s life I
guess. Glad I had not sold my trusty FT2000. Actually it is not a crisis. I still have to
finish reconstruction of the shack, so I am quite resolute about it.
The antenna situation is still the same due to the fact that I could not work out
there in temperatures around 35C with high humidity. As soon as I have got it all
working and on the air, I shall sell the FT2000 with the DMU-2000 and MicroHam
keyer, plus my DSP-599zx. I do have a tuning knob for the Flex however, retaining
some of the old technology!
Hope to see you in the BARTG 75 BAUD Sprint.
See you on the Green Keys!
Please send reports and pictures to roger@g3ldi.co.uk
73 de Roger, G3LDI

QRP FOCUS
DAVE SERGENT, G3YMC
DX and All That
The poor conditions and hence dearth of DX continues. I did not
expect to work KH1/KH7Z on QRP and indeed I never even heard
them. This is a path which clearly needs good low angle radiation
which I don’t have, and also slightly rising ground to the North puts
paid to most short path Pacific working. There are occasional good
days but they are few and far between. The 6m sporadic-E season has also been very
disappointing here, possibly because most of the activity has been on FT8 with the
CW end deserted.
The FT8 debate is set to continue and no doubt those who use that mode will
continue to sell its virtues. But the problem of deserted CW and SSB segments is
probably more than just a symptom of the rise in FT8. The whole concept of amateur
radio is changing. It is now an instant gratification culture, very few people rag chew
and only descend to pileups if they see a spot on the cluster or RBN or when a major
DXpedition is taking place. Coupled with most of those spots being for FT8, filtered or
not, it is hardly surprising that many have deserted the traditional modes. On a
typical day the CW bands seem to go dead after breakfast and only ‘open’ again just
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before bedtime, whereas there are always strong wobbly carriers in the FT8 slots. Let
us hope that once winter conditions return this trend will reverse.
Contests
The CQ WPX contest at the end of May, always one of my favourites, was good
fun although conditions were not as good as one would have liked and thunder static
was a problem on the LF bands. 423 QSOs this year and from the claimed scores page
it seems I have won the G QRP certificate. Looking at these scores there seem to be
some very big scores from a few of the European QRP entrants, one must wonder
what setups they have.
The IARU contest in mid-July was also good fun, with the added bonus this year
that it was the WRTC championship in Germany. Even on QRP I managed to work 52
out of the 63 WRTC stations using their unusual Y8 prefix. 236 QSOs should put me in
a reasonable place in the QRP table.
I commented last year that I never seem to do well in the IOTA contest at the end
of July and the trend continued this time. This is a contest that is enjoyed by many
and there seems loads of activity but for some reason at G3YMC it is always a
lukewarm event. After a measly 30 QSOs I gave up. For some reason the IOTA
entrants don’t seem to reach as far as Bracknell, whereas in the EUDX contest the
following week I had no problems working everybody I called. Mystery continues.
QRP News
Following committee changes at G-QRP, Steve G0FUW is now Chairman, Tex
G1TEX is sub-editor for their SPRAT magazine and Nigel G0EBQ has taken
responsibility for their awards and badges. Welcome to all.
The second G-QRP Convention at its new home took place in Telford on 1st and 2nd
September following a successful event last year. The Buildaphon offered this year is
a piece of test gear that will measure VSWR, RF Power, DC Voltage, Resistance,
Continuity, HF frequency, GPS and UTC. Quite a lot to build in a couple of hours and
no doubt this will be optimised for QRP power levels.
For those still wanting to use their older gear, a Valve QRP day took place in April
with a second one planned for November 10th and 11th. Most of the activity was on
80m and 60m with just a few QSOs on 160m, 40m and 20m. If you still have a valve
rig (I don’t) why not have a bash?
SDR Radio etc.
I mentioned in my March column that I had acquired an SDRplay RSP1A and built
a PA0RDT active whip to use with it. That antenna didn’t get very far and is now lying
in the scrap pile, but I since knocked up an LZ1AQ active loop, an 80cm active loop
and amplifier based on the version by Andy G4JNT in his December RadCom column.
Placed in the loft this actually works quite well, though doesn’t seem to have much
gain at 136kHz. But good for listening on the HF bands up to at least 20m together
with broadcast AM.
During this time I got a new (or rather ‘reconditioned’) laptop for the shack.
Unlike my earlier laptop, this lacks any sort of real mouse wheel, only a pseudo wheel
that you need a two fingered salute to drive. The SDRuno software really needs
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either a proper mouse or external USB tuning knob. I can fine tune CW signals with
the keyboard up/down keys but that is far from ideal. Another feature I saw with the
SDR was the software delay. Try listening to the same signal on both the RSP and K2
and the former is half a second delayed; even more confusing if you try listening to
your own transmissions… Very little is said about these delays but they certainly
exist. Some have suggested that you shouldn’t try QSK keying, that would be very
hard to live with!
SDRuno seems to get mixed reviews with some saying it has a non-intuitive
interface. I would tend to agree and the supplied user manual hardly helps. So I
investigated the two other suites supplied on the SDRplay website – HDSDR and SDRConsole. Early days, but HDSDR didn’t properly install and the licence for SDRConsole (newly downloaded in August) had expired in June.
SDR may well be good but it clearly needs some time to configure and get used
to. Maybe it’s yet another reason why I have not ventured into FT8.
See some of you at the Convention in October.
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IOTA NEWS
ROGER BALISTER-, G3KMA, IOTA PROGRAMME ADMINISTRATOR
New IOTA Directory
Sales of the 2018 IOTA Directory have been very encouraging.
Taking on the printing of it ourselves rather than letting RSGB publish
was an ambitious and a potentially risky financial venture. There were
sirens out there warning us that we could catch a cold. This has not
happened. Income from sales and production costs has already
reached the break-even point, thanks largely to overseas customers.
This is very reassuring given that the first copies were issued on 18 May, only just
over three months ago.
This blue cover 18th edition of the Directory contains the complete, official listing
of IOTA islands as well as everything you need to participate in IOTA. For Directories
as well as IOTA flags and patches, go to IOTA Shop on the IOTA website at
https://www.iota-world.org/iota-shop.html. The Directory is available at a price of
£12.00 plus P & P, paid via PayPal to islandsontheair@outlook.com. UK-based orders
will be charged £3.00 for packaging and postage (EU £4.00 and Rest of World £5.00).
Make sure that you include in the comments field ‘2018 IOTA Directory’ and your
callsign and address to identify you. If you do not use the IOTA website, remit your
payment also by PayPal to the same address but it’s best to send me an email at
g3kma@dsl.pipex.com to alert me to your order.
Proposed Additions to the IOTA List of Valid Island Groups
IOTA Programme Structure A.4.2 in the 2018 Directory provides for a review of
the list of valid island groups to take place every five years. The last such occasion
took place in June 2014 with the announcement made at the 50th anniversary
celebration of IOTA’s launch the following month. It resulted in 11 new groups being
added. This time IOTA Management has decided to bring forward the review to give a
chance for any new groups announced to be activated in 2019, the target year. The
review process is scheduled to start with an announcement of some additions at this
year’s RSGB Convention and may possibly finish with a top-up at next year’s
Friedrichshafen Ham Radio event. Anyone interested should send me their proposals
for new groups by 1 October. It should be noted that only proposals that meet the
programme criteria at Sections B and C of the IOTA Programme Structure chapter will
be considered. Also, it is highly unlikely that any additions will be made to the Europe
list because it is already generously covered.
GDPR and an Updated Privacy Policy
I suspect that most of you will have heard of the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) which came into force across Europe on 25 May 2018. It applies to
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all organisations that keep personal data – and this must include IOTA. We have had
to review our responsibilities and how we discharge them in a compliant manner and
to inform programme participants of their rights under the new legislation. An
updated Privacy Policy appears on the IOTA website at https://www.iotaworld.org/privacy-policy.html. To ensure that we are compliant we have taken
action to reduce the length of time that we hold personal data. The IOTA database
software has now automatically deleted certain personal data (specified in para 2.e
of the notice) from all records where the record-holder has not logged in for at least
two years. Such “specified” information will not be archived. The record-holder will
need to get a new password to re-enter personal information in order to retrieve any
credits and/or update. This will continue on a rolling basis and will apply to
participants worldwide. Those of you who update a record at two year or more
intervals are encouraged to log in on a fairly regular basis to avoid undue hassle.
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Remove noise from weak signals..
..Hear clearly with a bhi DSP
noise cancelling product!

bhi

ParaPro EQ20 Audio DSP Range

- 20W audio power amplifier with parametric
equaliser for
personalised listening
- Optional bhi DSP
Noise Cancelling and
Bluetooth connectivity
- 4 versions available:
EQ20, EQ20-DSP
EQ20-B, EQ20B-DSP
- Can be used with your
bhi Dual In-Line, NEIM1031
& Compact In-line units

NES10-2 MK3
Amplified DSP speaker:

- Rotary filter select switch
- 8 DSP filter levels 9 to 35dB
- 5W input & 2.7W audio out
- 3.5 mm mono headphone socket
- On/off audio bypass switch
- 12 to 24VDC (500mA)

Simply plug in the audio
and connect the power!

Dual In-Line

Shape your receive audio to suit your ears!

Visit us at the National
Hamfest and see our
special show prices!

Mono/stereo DSP noise eliminating module

***New improved DSP noise cancelling***
- 8 Filter levels 8 to 40dB - 3.5mm Mono or stereo
inputs - Line level in/out - 7 watts mono speaker
output - Headphone socket - Easy to adjust and
setup - Ideal for DXing, club stations, special
event stations and field day events - Supplied
boxed with user manual and audio/power leads Suitable for use with many radios and receivers
including Elecraft K3, KX3 & FlexRadio products

DSPKR

10W amplified DSP noise
cancelling speaker

- Easy control of DSP filter
- 7 filter levels
- Sleep mode
- Filter select & store
function
- Separate volume control
- Input overload LED
- Headphone socket
- Supplied with user manual
and fused DC power lead

bhi Ltd, 22 Woolven Close
Burgess Hill, RH15 9RR, UK

Revive your
radio or speaker
with a bhi DSP
install module:
NEDSP1061-KBD
low level audio
module or the
NEDSP1062-KBD
amplified audio
module!

Compact In-Line

Compact handheld mono/stereo
in-line DSP noise cancelling unit

- Easy to use rotary controls for
all functions - New improved
DSP noise cancelling - Use with mono
or stereo inputs - 8 filter levels
9 to 35dB - Ideal for portable use & DXing
- Use with headphones or a small speaker
-12V DC power or 2 x AA batteries
- Over 40 hours battery life
- Size: 121mm x 70mm x 33mm
- Suitable for use with Elecraft K3 & KX3

DESKTOP

- 10W amplified DSP
noise cancelling
base station speaker
- Rotary volume
and filter level controls
- 8 filter levels 9 to 35dB
- Speaker level and
line level audio inputs
- 3.5mm Headphone socket
- Size 200(H)x150(D)
x160(W)mm, Weight 1.9 Kg
- For use with most
radios, receivers & SDR
including Elecraft &
FlexRadio

Tel: 01444 870333

www.bhi-ltd.com

EA&O

Performance Exceeding Expectations

The most rewarding results often take place when faced with the harshest and most
challenging conditions. There are enthusiasts who know this all too well because of
their love of HF. KENWOOD has the answer. Achieve results through certainty and
not circumstance. Delivered through the impeccable receiver and audio performance.
This is our offering to you.
Top-class basic receiving performance
3 kinds of dynamic range make for top-class performance.

4 kinds of built-in roofing filters
500Hz / 2.7kHz / 6kHz / 15kHz (270Hz Option)

7 inch Color TFT Display
Third order intermodulation Dynamic Range (3rd IMDR) 110dB*
Reciprocal Mixing Dynamic Range (RMDR) 114dB*
Blocking Dynamic Range (BDR) 150dB*

Roofing frequency sampling band scope
Band scope auto-scroll mode
Multi-information display including filter scope

* Values are measured examples. (2kHz spacing:14.1 MHz, CW, BW 500 Hz, Pre Amp OFF)

Full Down Conversion RX
High Carrier to Noise Ratio 1st LO

Clean and tough 100W* output
*50W/70MHz

Built-in high-speed automatic antenna tuner

H-mode mixer
32-bit floating-point DSP for RX/TX and Bandscope

JVCKENWOOD U.K. Limited, 12 Priestley Way, London, NW2 7BA, United Kingdom

www.kenwoodcommunications.co.uk

ML&S - The World Famous Ham Radio Store

0345 2300 599

SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING
Shopping online with ML&S is safe
and secure. E&OE

Web: www.HamRadio.co.uk

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AND
FACEBOOK

HamRadioUK

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd. Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP. E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 8.30am to 5pm. Sat: 9am to 4.30pm. International Tel: +44 1932 567 333

Stock arriving
September 2018.
Special Launch Price
TBA.

New HF/50MHz/70MHz
Base Station Masterpiece

HamRadio.co.uk/TS890

The New Kenwood TS-890S.
Full Down Conversion and Roofing Filters Promise
the Best Performance of Your DX Life.

FULL operation on HF/6m/4m (yes, it really has 70MHz!)
Full Down Conversion RX
✓ H-mode Mixer
✓ High C/N 1st LO
Built-in Roofing Filters
✓ 500Hz / 2.7kHz / 6kHz / 15kHz
7 Inch Colour Display
✓ Roofing Frequency Sampling Band Scope
✓ Auto Scroll Mode
✓ Multi Information Screen

Trade-in’s taken. Give our
sales team a call on

0345 2300 599

