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Editorial and Chairman's Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
Editorial
As is usual this time of year, there are fewer
DXpeditions to report. The winter and
spring ones appeared in the earlier Digests
of the year and the autumn DXpeditions
have yet to take place. That said, we have
part two of the intriguing South Sandwich
DXpedition from 1964 and the Fiji and
Rotuma DXpedition.
There are a few pages of Club news too:
The draft minutes of the 2014 AGM appear
(they remain draft until approved at next
year's AGM). There is a fully updated
product and price list from the supplier of
CDXC clothing and there is information on
how to pay your subs if you are one of the
naughty ones who has a bright yellow slip
with this Digest. We also announce the
G3RFX Award for the best Digest article
each year – a fitting tribute to our late
editor. Details of that appear on page 12.
On page 13 onwards you can read all about
Nigel, G3TXF and Ian, G3WVG's journey to
Grimsey Island EU-168 for the IOTA contest.
Having your travel arrangements thwarted
a few days before you set off is something
that only seasoned travellers can take in
their stride – and more seasoned travellers
than these two you are unlikely to find.
We then have a report from Don, G3XTT on
his travels in New England to act as a judge
at the World Radio Team Championships
(WRTC) and to attend the ARRL's centenary
celebrations.
Taking the opportunity to include a
technical item, we have a report on how to
free up stainless steel bolts which have
reacted with aluminium and created that
awful white powder – there can't be a
reader who doesn't know what I mean!
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You may note that we have changed the
font to Calibri - it was previously a mixture
of Arial and Times New Roman – and
removed the ‘justification’ of the text. If
you have views on this, either way, a letter
to the editor is your route to voicing your
opinion. Feedback is always welcome.
Chairman's Chat
It has been a busy couple of months radiowise since I wrote my last CC but with
surprisingly little operating. Friedrichshafen
was excellent as usual; the DLs really know
how to put on a well-organised show. It was
great to see so many members at the ‘CDXC
table’ in the beer garden. This year we were
blessed with sunshine, which made the
wearing of hats and sun cream essential.
Then there was VHF FD with rain and
conditions nowhere near as good as last
year. The weekend after saw the IARU
contest with, this year, the added incentive
to work the WRTC stations. I must pay
tribute to all of the operators, including
those who are CDXC members, for the
excellent show they put on. Olof, G0CKV
and Mark, M0DXR deserve special mention,
being the highest placed UK team finishing
in 10th place out of the 59 teams. And the
event would not have gone ahead without
the volunteers which included CDXC
members Roger, G3SXW, Stewart, GM4AFF
and Dave, G4BUO who were judges and
Don, G3XTT who was on the five-member
judging panel.
The third weekend of July was our AGM
and Summer Social held, for the last time,
at our President's QTH near Leominster. As
Neville comments, members of your
Committee got absolutely soaked putting
up the gazebo in the morning, but the sun
came out for most of the afternoon and

once again Mark Mann provided an
excellent BBQ and buffet. I do wish he
would not test my will power so much with
those desserts!
The raffle was supported once again by
donations from Yaesu UK, Innovantennas,
Nevada Radio, Martin Lynch & Sons, Waters
and Stanton, The RSGB, The Daily DX and a
number of individuals. This generates
around £1,000 each year for the DXpedition
sponsorship fund and we thank all of the
sponsors for their generous donations.
Please support all of them when you come
to purchase your next rig, accessory etc.
On behalf on the Committee, I'd like to
thank members for showing their support
in us by re-electing us for a further term.
We will try to steer the Club in the direction
you would wish, but please don't hesitate
to tell us if you think we are not. The
minutes of the AGM are on the website,
along with a link to photos of the event –
thanks to Hilary, G4JKS for being our official
photographer for the day.
Those who were at the AGM will have
heard me announce a new award in
memory of our dear SK editor Martyn,
G3RFX. More details are on page 12 and we
hope it will be a fitting tribute to the man
who did so much for the Digest.
By the time you read this the nights will be
drawing in and all LF'ers thoughts turn to 80
and 160m. Last season was particularly
poor with no real DX worked at the ‘SVL
QTH. In fact I don't think I worked a single
new one on topband. Sadly too few
DXpeditions focus seriously on LF, partly
due to the additional antenna-ware and
partly due to the lack of operators who are
prepared to listen through static all night
for a relatively small number of QSOs. But if
you are looking for rarer ones on the HF
bands there are a number of good
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DXpeditions coming up as you can see in
Nigel G3TXF’s column. It is encouraging to
see just how many of the top DXpeditions
include one or more CDXC members in their
team.
We have also included in this edition a
reminder slip for subscription renewals and
details of how to pay are shown on page 7.
At the time of writing, we have 91 members
who have not yet renewed their
membership. Subscription renewals were
due on 1st July and our finances and cash
flow are based on money coming in at that
time. It is difficult to understand what
benefit there is to a member of delaying
paying, after all you can't be getting any
interest on the money! If you do not pay up
soon you will not receive another Digest,
you will be removed from the CDXC
Reflector and taken off the CDXC members
list on Club Log. So, if you have a bright
yellow slip with this Digest, please pay now
– or contact the secretary if you think you
already have.
I hope those who are playing in the HF
Challenge are doing well; Lionel, G5LP won
every single band award last year – I'm sure
his mantelpiece can't take another four
salvers from the 2014 event!
And finally, I look forward to seeing many
of you at the RSGB Convention in October. I
have organised the HF Stream, so I'll be
looking for feedback. I am particularly
looking forward to running the DX Forum
which should provide an excellent
opportunity to debate the hot DX topics of
the moment. If the recent ‘funding’ and
‘remote operation’ discussions on our
Reflector are anything to go by, I will have
my work cut out keeping it to the allotted
time.
73 and Good DX
Chris, G3SVL

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
“Time for a Change” is the theme of this PP
but first of all I would like to thank all those
who struggled through the dreadful
weather on the morning of the AGM and
Summer Social to get to our home in the
wilds of Herefordshire. Thank goodness the
weather improved in the afternoon and we
were able to get outside. My thanks to all
who wrote to Trish and me after the
weekend. We were really pleased that 80
members, partners and friends were able to
get here. My thanks too to the committee
members who put up the tents in the
morning in the middle of a very heavy
downpour, they were all soaked to the skin.
I said a few words at the end of the AGM
about our plans for the future. Trish and I
are putting Lower Withers Barns on the
market early in 2015 and, when we have a
sale, we will be moving to the South Hams
region of South Devon. We may rent there
first so that we can take time to find a
suitable property and avoid a chain. We
have chosen South Devon because we both
love that area and it is so much sunnier
than Herefordshire where it can be very
wet and damp. I would like to take up
offshore sailing and bass fishing again. As a
consequence the 2014 AGM and Summer
Social will be last at LWB. I estimate that we
have hosted around 15 such events at our
former home in Hertfordshire and here at
LWB …… and only one got rained off!
Once we have settled in South Devon we
will be renting a property in Cyprus. We
have received a great deal of valuable
advice on the property situation in Cyprus
from CDXC members Alan G3PMR /
5B4AHJ, Mike G4PFF / 5B4AGX and John
G3SZG / 5B4AHK. It’s great to have friends
like these. Our plan is to move between the
two properties dependant on the weather.
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Cyprus will be the future focus of my
Amateur Radio activities.
I also mentioned at the AGM that I would
be standing down as President at the 2015
AGM. I have been on the CDXC committee
since the early 90s so it’s “time for a
change”. I have been handing over some of
my admin roles to other committee
members. Here’s a note of those who have
taken over various tasks.
 Tony G4LDL, has taken over the
management of the three CDXC
portable rigs. He is also looking after our
presentation materials and displays, the
flag etc.
 Geoff G4FKA is now dealing with
requests for membership packs and will
hold our stock of back issues of the
Digest.
 Mark G4AXX has taken over the job of
proof-reading the Digest.
 At the end of the year Gordon G3USR
will take over responsibility for liaising
with Hemel Copy Print. They print and
distribute the Digest and have being
doing that job for over 20 years. I
remember the early days when Trish
and I used to stuff the envelopes, print
the labels and post the Digest. We
started that task when we had around
100 members but handed it over to
Hemel when we grew to 200. Hemel
also send out our mailshots.
 And not to forget our Chairman Chris
G3SVL who will be taking over the
liaison with our advertisers and who
successfully got together some excellent
raffle prizes for the recent Summer
Social.

I should mention yet again that we
desperately need a new Digest Editor
following Martyn’s passing. Chris is doing
an excellent job editing the Digest at this
time but cannot be expected to do that
much longer. Any volunteers please?
One of my main interests has been in
marketing the Club and gaining new
members. We have probably exhausted our
data mining activities but there is still much
to be done including:
 Active participation in RSGB Conventions
where in future we will have our own
stand.
 Enhancing our international network
and taking stands at DX conventions
such as Friedrichshafen and Visalia.
Possibly building a network of country
representatives.
 Following up those whose memberships
have lapsed in past years as we know
that quite a few come back into the
hobby.
 Giving our presentation about CDXC to
UK clubs.
 Encouraging team members on
DXpeditions that we have sponsored to
join.
 Finding ways of improving the
responses to our press releases. Indeed
we have just received some valuable
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advice on our PR from an experienced
member.


Finding ways of attracting more
potential members to our website.

So there’s much to go for, the above is just
a snapshot and many of these ideas have
already been discussed by the committee.
But we need a marketing man or lady to
lead these initiatives. Any volunteers
please?
We changed our July cover from that
previously planned to recognise Martyn’s
major contribution to CDXC. Just to remind
members about the cover to this Digest.
This is the background. Justin G0KSC of
InnovAntennas wrote as follows: The XR6 in
the photo is installed at the home of Dr
Mupanga Mwanakatwe 9J2MM, CEO of
Zamtel (Zambia Telecommunications Ltd)
based in Lusaka, Zambia. Mupanga wanted
something quite compact with as many
bands as possible and with a 3.5m long
boom and covering all bands from 20m to
6m inclusive, this XR6 fitted the bill.
That’s it for now. Do call in at our stand at
the forthcoming RSGB Convention.
73

Overdue Subscriptions
Subscriptions became due on 1st July – if you have not paid please do so now. The potential
ways to make your payment are as follows:

For UK-based members - £18 Subscription – in order of preference
Pay by Standing Order
This is the easiest way to ensure that your membership does not lapse. Standing orders can
usually be set up using on-line banking. CDXC’s bank sort code is 60-60-02 and the account
number 44532385. Please quote your call sign as the reference.
Pay by Direct Bank Transfer or By Cheque using a pay-in slip at your branch
Make an on-line transfer of £18 to CDXC’s account or take your cheque for £18 made payable
to CDXC to your local NatWest branch. Use a pay-in slip with the above bank details. Please
quote your call sign as the reference.
Mail your Cheque for £18 made payable to CDXC
Send your cheque to G3USR, QTHR in the Digest Committee page.
Make payment by PayPal Using Your Account or Credit Card
Log onto the Club WEB site at CDXC.ORG.UK and follow on-screen instructions to renew your
subscription. Note that we incur a fee of almost £1 when you pay this way – if you use it please
consider making a small additional contribution to offset the cost.

For Overseas members - £24 Subscription
If you have a UK bank account
Pay as per UK above.
If you do not have a UK bank account
Make payment by PayPal Using Your PayPal Account or your Credit Card
Log onto the Club WEB site at cdxc.org.uk and follow the on-screen instructions to renew.
Mail $45 US or €30 cash to the treasurer at the address in your latest Digest.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
AB5EB

Mike

Crownover

New Braunfels

USA

G0TAN

Steve

Venner

Woking

G4DWV/4X1LT

Guy

Simmons

Barnet

G7AFM

Phil

Moses

Hereford

G8AJM

Chris

Payne

Maidenhead

M0DDT

Colin

Potter

Oxford

M5KVK

Gareth

Howell

St Neots

VE3LYC

Cezar

Trifu

Ontario

Canada

ZL4PW

Paul

Ormandy

Oamaru

New Zealand

CDXC: The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and
contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of
DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is
deemed to be appropriate.
Membership:

Full details are available from the Secretary.

Subscription:

£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or
40 Euros).
New members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of
the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent
to the Treasurer.
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Digest:

Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be
sent to the Editor by the published deadline. Please note that
views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily those of the
Editor or of the Committee.

Website:

http://www.cdxc.org.uk/

Minutes of 2014 CDXC AGM
Held 19th July 2014 at 12:00
Lower Withers Barns
Middleton on the Hill
Leominster, Herefordshire
(QTH of G3NUG)

Members present (56):
G0HDB, G0KHO, G0KSC, G0MRH, G0NBI,
G0VDZ, G0VXE, G2NF, G3BJ, G3KHZ,
G3KMA, G3LAS, G3LHJ, G3NUG, G3PLP,
G3SJH, G3SJJ, G3SVL, G3TQZ, G3USR,
G3VDB, G3WGN, G3WGV, G3WPH, G3YJQ,
G3ZAY, G3ZFC, G4AHK, G4AXX, G4DCI,
G4DDL, G4FAD, G4FKA, G4GMW, G4IUF,
G4JKS, G4LDL, G4LUX, G4PFF/5B4AGX,
G4PLY, G4RRM, G4TSH, G4XEE, G6GLP,
G6LQG, G6NYG, GW0RHC/HZ1GW,
GW3SQX, GW4SKA, M0BCT, M0GHQ,
M0IKW, M0IMM, M0UTD, M6DKT, VK4BUI.
Welcome
Chris, G3SVL, CDXC Chairman, welcomed
everyone to the AGM. Thanks were passed
to Neville and Trish for again hosting the
event.
Apologies for absence (45):
5B4AHJ, CT7ACG/G3VCQ, DG1DMZ, DK1II,
G0PHY, G1VDP, G3JNB, G3LZQ, G3NHL,
G3PQA, G3RTE, G3RWF, G3RZP, G3TXF,
G3UCQ, G3UEG, G3VKW, G3VMW, G3WKL,
G3XTT, G3YBY, G3ZHL, G4BUO, G4CUS,
G4DRS, G4EVK, G4FAL, G4NQQ, G4VWI,
G6VMR, GW0ANA, GW4BKG, GW4BLE,
M0AEP, M0AFJ, M0AUG, M0BJL, M0OEU,
M0OXO, M0PCB, M0URX, M0ZAK, MD0CCE,
PA3FQA, PJ4DX.
Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM held on 20th
July 2013 were received. Acceptance was
proposed by G3LHJ and seconded by
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G4FAD. The motion was AGREED by all
present.
Matters arising
There were no matters arising.
Chairman’s Report
The Chairman, Chris G3SVL presented his
report.
Chris remarked that this was his fifth report
as Chairman – how time flies! He reported
that there have been some major
achievements in the past year, significant of
which was passing the 900 members
milestone. This was due in no small part to
the President’s leadership in marketing and
the support of the Committee. CDXC also
launched the DX Marathon which is going
strong with the top 12 stations already at or
above 250 DXCCs worked this year.
Following the discussion at last year’s AGM
and the savings made in postage costs the
Committee had decided that we should go
to full colour covers on every Digest
edition. Chris reported the continued
support of DXpeditions – a list of which
appears in the Treasurer’s report. He
highlighted our decision to support ‘second
tier’ IOTA operations which were quite
different to our normal sponsorship.
The year has not been without its
challenges. The Chairman referred to a few
problems with Reflector etiquette and
thanked Mark, G4AXX and Dave, G3YMC for
their continued support of the Reflector.
Chris also referred to the changing scene on

DXpedition sponsorship and the need to set
and enforce the standards and ethics in
what is, after all, a hobby. That said, the
cost of putting on some of the bigger
DXpeditions is now at eye-watering levels.
Chris thanked the hard work of his
Committee and appealed for additional
support to spread the load. He talked of the
great sadness at the sudden loss a month
ago of our long time member, Committee
member and Digest editor, Martyn, G3RFX.
The Club owes Martyn a great debt of
gratitude and we will dearly miss him especially his sense of humour. He
reported that CDXC was well represented at
Martyn’s memorial service. The Committee
would like to make a permanent memorial
to our late editor and the Chairman
announced a G3RFX Award for the best
Digest article each year. Details will be
published in the September Digest.
Chris concluded by thanking Neville and
Trish for allowing us once again to use their
magnificent home for the AGM and
Summer Social.
Secretary’s Report
The Secretary, Tony G4LDL presented his
report.
Your Committee have met formally four
times during the year with day to day
business being conducted by e-mail,
telephone and the occasional more casual
meeting. The minutes of the formal
meetings are available on the CDXC Web
site.
Membership numbers increased from 787
this time last year to 858 at 31st March this
year. This comprised 116 new members less
5 SKs and 40 who resigned or did not renew
membership in July 2013.
The secretary recognised that the following
amateurs are no longer with us: William,
M5VIM; Dave, G0HXN; Jurgen, DF1AL; Les,
G3JEG and John, G3BFP. CDXC passes
condolences to their families.
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The CDXC Flag was flown, literally, at both
the National Hamfest at Newark and the
RSGB Convention at Horwood House, the
new CDXC Banner taking a prominent place.
For the Annual Dinner this year a different
venue was tried by popular demand. The
Calcot Hotel at Reading was the new venue
and proved to be more satisfactory in many
respects than the previous venue; not least
due to the lower cost, in spite of our having
to compete with a sometimes boisterous
wedding party. The afternoon workshops
proved to be very popular and well
attended. The only disappointment was
the lack of numbers with just over 50
members and guests attending which was
only just enough to cover the minimum
number requirement.
Our good friend CMIS, our membership
system, has served us well throughout the
year although we are very good at finding
its limitations. There has been a recent
upgrade to the software and one or two
small issues have emerged so it is
important that if you are browsing the web
site and encounter any problems or find
something that does not work properly that
you let me know.
It is important that members keep their
record information up to date – particularly
e-mail addresses – and this can be done by
a member using the View Profile link on the
Home Page or by advising the Secretary.
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer Gordon G3USR presented his
report.
He referred to the detailed accounts as
published in the May Digest. There were no
questions arising.
The Treasurer proposed:
 That the Accounts as published are
adopted as final.
 That subs for 2014/15 are confirmed at
their current levels of £18 UK members

and £24 Overseas members.
The motion to approve the accounts was
proposed by GW0RHC, seconded by G4PFF
and AGREED by all present.
Election of Committee
At this point, the entire Committee
resigned, as required by the
constitution. The Chair was taken by John
G3WGV.
The existing committee offered themselves
for re-election. There were no other
nominations. The re-election of those
Committee members was proposed by
G3WGV, and seconded by G3WGN, and
they were ELECTED by all present. The
2014/2015 committee is thus:
President
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member

G3NUG
G3SVL
G4LDL
G3USR
G4AXX (Reflector Moderator)
G4FKA

G3SVL thanked the members present for
their continuing trust in the Committee and
took the chair for the remainder of the
meeting. He noted the urgent need for a
new Digest Editor and asked candidates to
contact him to indicate their interest.
Election of Auditor
The Honorary Auditor is Nigel Knapton,
G1JKE and Nigel has indicated his
willingness to continue in Office for the
next year. This was proposed by G3USR,
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seconded by G4IUF and AGREED by all
present.
Any Other Business
Neville G3NUG noted that he would be
standing down as President at the 2015
AGM and thanked all members for their
support. He announced his plans for
relocation. Neville noted that the
Committee were taking on the tasks that he
had previously undertaken.
Don G3BJ reminded members of the
forthcoming special event to celebrate the
90th anniversary of the first contact
between England and New Zealand. GB2NZ
will run through September and October
then the special call 2SZ will be used as that
was the call of Cecil Goyder who was at the
UK end of the contact.
Chris G3SVL announced that a number of
books owned by the late Dave Mann,
G0HXN were available for members to take
at this meeting.
Ed GW3SQX reminded members that the
annual IOTA contest would be taking place
the following weekend.
There was a vote of thanks to Neville and
Trish for hosting the AGM and Summer
Social for many years.
There being no further business, the
Chairman closed the formal meeting at
12:34
Following the meeting the Chairman
presented Trish Cheadle with a bouquet of
flowers and CDXC Challenge Trophies to
M0IKW and G3SJJ.

The Martyn Phillips, G3RFX Award
This award is in memory of Martyn Phillips, G3RFX who was a long time CDXC
member, served on its Committee for over a decade and edited the CDXC Digest from
2003 until becoming a SK in 2014. The award will be for the year’s best contribution
to the CDXC Digest.

Eligibility
All articles published in the CDXC Digest in a twelve month period are eligible,
including regular features and articles from non-members.
Timing
The qualifying twelve month period includes all six Digests starting with the July
edition and ending with the following May edition. The award will be announced and
presented at the AGM each year.
Criteria
The award criteria will be decided from time to time by the judges but will include
originality and interest to the DX and Contesting communities served by CDXC.
Judges
Judging will be undertaken by the CDXC Committee in office at the time of publication
of the May Digest each year. The Committee may, entirely at its own discretion, ask
other members or non-members to assist in this task. The Committee’s decision is
final and no correspondence or discussion will be entered in to.
Award
The award will take the form of a framed certificate.
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In the DX Window
by Nigel Cawthorne G3TXF

DXing around the Equinox
There’s something magic about DXing on
days close to the Equinox. For just a few
days around the end of March and
September the grey-line on your world map
will be near vertical. Everywhere on the
planet has a twelve hour day. Many DXpeditions try to take advantage of what
often seems to be extraordinarily good
conditions during the days closest to the
Equinox.

Upcoming DX-peditions
There are several major multi-op DXpeditions scheduled to take place over the
next couple of months which will give most,
if not all, CDXC Members the chance to
work at least one or two new Band-Slots.
Large multi-operator teams are planning
the following:

11 Sep to 16 Sep

ZL7X

Four JAs will be operating from Chatham Island.

02 Oct to 15 Oct

T30D

12 DLs plan to put on four stations around the clock from
T30 West Kiribati.

13 Oct to 19 Oct

VK9DLX

Major DL-led operation with 15 operators (including “160m
super operator” Dietmar DL3DXX) to Lord Howe Island
VK9L.

18 Oct to 31 Oct

VK9XSP

Eight SP operators will put Christmas VK9X on the air.

30 Oct to 10 Nov

FT4TA

Six top French operators, including Michel FM5CD and
Vincent F4BKV, will put super rare Tromelin in the air.

01 Nov to 30 Nov?

T31R

Details of a potentially large multi-op DX-pedition from
Central Kiribati in November (possibly including Les SP3DOI
and Ron PA3EWP) are still somewhat vague.

Well organised multi-operator DX-peditions
with significant amounts of equipment
should, in theory, provide more
opportunities to work a new Band-Slot than
smaller one-man operators. However this is
not always the case. The length of the list of
operators is not necessarily an accurate
indication of how easy it will be to work a
given DX-pedition.
A couple of smaller upcoming DX-peditions
which should be easy to work are Bob
5B4AGN’s trip to Timor Leste (8 – 20 Oct) as
4W/G3ZEM and also, possibly, Stan LZ1GC’s
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trip to Nauru (28 Sep to 14 Oct) as C21GC.
As Bob 5B4AGN says “Don’t be shy in
calling. I enjoy the CW pile-ups!”
Also in September there are some IOTAflavoured Papua New Guinea operations
scheduled by Hans SM6CVX and Derek
G3KHZ. Operations are planned from four
different P29 IOTAs. First it’s New Britain
OC-008 as P29VCX (11-14 Sep) followed by
Kranket OC-258 as P29NI (15-20 Sep),
Kiriwina OC-115 as P29VCX (21-25 Sep) and
finally Loloata OC-240 as P29NI (25-30 Sep).
This same team has been to PNG numerous

times over the years. UK operators always
find it easy to work Derek G3KHZ on CW
when he is on from one of the many
different IOTAs that make up P29.
IOTA Contesting on the Arctic Circle
Going away on a DX-pedition simply to take
part in a contest gives real focus to the trip.
In July Ian G3WVG and Nigel G3TXF went
on just such a short trip for the IOTA
Contest to a small island off Iceland.
There is no shortage of easily accessible
islands to activate for the IOTA Contest, but
to find such an island group in Western
Europe from where there is unlikely to be
any other activity during the IOTA Contest
is more difficult.
Ian G3WVG and Nigel G3TXF had been
looking for somewhere interesting to go for
the 2014 IOTA Contest for some while.
Martin G3ZAY had kindly supplied us with
details of the various trips he’d made to
Iceland’s off-shore islands. Although there
are quite a few coastal islands off Iceland
(which count for EU-168), there is only a
handful that are readily accessible. There
are only about four of the off-shore islands
in the EU-168 group which are both
accessible and have local accommodation.
The first island that we looked at was Flátey
off the west coast of Iceland in TF4. This
island was a 90 minute ferry ride from the
nearest harbour. However there was no
accommodation available at the one hotel
on the island over the IOTA Contest
weekend. They told us we’d be welcome to
come the following weekend. Sorry, but
there’s no flexibility with contest dates!
Our final choice was Grímsey which is 40km
off the north coast of Iceland. Grímsey lies
right on the Arctic Circle. In fact the Arctic
Circle ran through the grounds of the hostel
where we eventually stayed. Grímsey is in
the TF5 region of Iceland, the centre of
which is the town of Akureyri. Getting to
our chosen destination for the IOTA Contest
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was originally expected to be relatively
straightforward. We were to fly from
Heathrow to Reykjavik, overnight in
Reykjavik and then take an internal flight to
Akureyri the following morning with a
connecting onward flight from Akureyri for
the short hop out to the island of Grímsey.
Three flights each way.
Contacting Villi TF3DX
Getting in contact with local DXers before
planning any DX-pedition always pays off
handsomely. In our case we had contacted
Villi TF3DX (who operates regularly when
chasing DX as TF3DX/m). Villi TF3DX was
really helpful in making contact for us with
the hostel on Grímsey. However just a few
days before our planned departure Villi told
us that he’d heard that the small airport on
Grímsey would be closed for a few days for
run-way maintenance, and that one of the
expected closure dates was the day we had
booked to fly to Grímsey! Some urgent rescheduling was needed. Our outbound
journey now had to be one day earlier so
that we’d have time to catch a ferry from a
small port near Akureyri out to Grímsey
rather than take the plane.
Although this necessitated quite a bit of
rejigging of flight bookings, in the end it
was well worthwhile to take the pleasant
three-hour ferry ride along the fjord from
Akureyri out to Grímsey. The crossing was
calm and it was a great way to arrive on the
island of Grímsey. Let’s be honest. All
genuine IOTA operations should involve at
least one boat journey! There is a resident
population of about 100 on Grímsey,
however during the summer this is boosted
by visiting tourists, as well as in our case, by
two visiting IOTA Contesters!
There are two hostels on the island. We
had been advised by Martin G3ZAY which
of the two (from an antenna and location
perspective) not to stay in. The hostel we
choose was ideal with plenty of space
outside for our small farm of vertical

antennas. And yes, the Arctic Circle literally
passed by within a few feet of the shack
window!
No darkness, just twilight
Simple vertical antennas were installed for
the six bands from 80m to 10m. Although
we would have both probably preferred to
do a CW-only entry, the IOTA Contest rules
insist that Multi-Operator entries are mixed
mode. Also because the fine print of the
CEPT licensing agreement frowns upon the
use of club call-signs, we used TF/G3TXF
rather than our club call TF/G0AAA for this
24-hour operation in the IOTA Contest.
We knew that the LF bands would be a
struggle in the contest, because there is no
darkness on the Arctic Circle at the end of
July. There are just a couple of hours of
twilight around midnight before the sun
pops up over the horizon again.
We had two stations operating from
adjacent rooms in the hostel. We were
using WinTest and our logs were linked by
WiFi. Ian G3WVG operated one station
mostly as a Run station on 20m on both CW
and SSB, while Nigel G3TXF spent much of
the weekend searching for Mults on the
other five bands. During the night there
were short CQing sessions on both 40m and
80m. However before we knew it, the IOTA
Contest was over and it was time to start
packing up the stations for the journey
home.
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Fortunately by the time we were due to
leave on the Monday morning, the
maintenance work on the run-way had
been completed and the short flights from
Grímsey to Akureyri were back in
operation. Small 19-seater Twin Otter
planes are used on these thirty-minute
flights. Our hostel was right next to the
small hut that served as an Airport Terminal
on Grímsey. It was less than 100ft from the
front door of our hostel to the Airport
Terminal! This wasn’t far to drag our
baggage which included two K3s, two
amplifiers (KPA-500 and HL-550FX) and
enough fibre-glass poles, wires and coax in
a ski-bag to make six separate vertical
antennas.
Meeting the TFs
We were fortunate enough to meet several
TFs on our short visit to Iceland. On the way
out Billi TF5B meet us at Akureyri airport in
the north of Iceland and kindly drove us the
35km to the village from where the ferry to
Grímsey was to sail.
On the way back we were met at Reykjavik
airport by three TF DXers: Villi TF3DX, Oskar
TF3DC and Bjarni TF3GB. We all enjoyed a
lunch together in a restaurant close to the
airport. No better way to finish off our
flying visit to Iceland for the 2014 IOTA
Contest!

2013 FIJI & ROTUMA ISLAND DXPEDITION
by LZ1GC, LZ2HM & 3D2DD
The 2013 Fiji and Rotuma Island DXpedition
by Stan LZ1GC/3D2GC, Andy LZ2HM
/3D2RA and Rocky 3D2DD is already a
history. The idea for this DXpedition came
to me during the 2011 3D2R DXpedition. I
remember that a few hours before the
3D2R DXpedition finished I was the
operator on 12m CW. The pile up from
European stations was huge. A lot of radioamateurs obviously still needed Rotuma on
12m. Hrane/YT1AD and I were the last ones
to board the yacht back to Fiji. I recall that
the captain of the yacht had told us we
should sail away at 12:00 GMT that day and
Hrane/YT1AD and I were striving to
transmit till the last moment. We jumped
on board seconds before departure just as
the crew began to untie the last of the
ropes holding the yacht!
At that moment I told to myself ‘I should
visit Rotuma Island again one day, and I
should activate this island again’. Despite
the activation of Rotuma Island in
December 2011 and January 2012 by
Antoine 3D2AG / 3D2AG/P and by the
N7OU and W7YAQ in February 2013, my
idea of activating the island didn’t falter.
Planning
The preparation for this expedition began
in November / December 2012. The team
was initially expected to consist of 3D2GC
and 3D2DD but subsequently in order to
activate Rotuma on 6 m via EME and to
digital modes Andy LZ2HM (3D2RA) became
involved.
The task for 3D2DD was the transportation
of the expedition equipment as well as
assuring suitable accommodation and place
for transmitting on Rotuma.
My idea was to stay at the local high school
and transmit from there. However, Rocky
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3D2DD suggested that we did not do this
and we were assured by him that he had
found more suitable place for our
expedition. For the equipment
transportation and to purchase tickets from
Fiji-Rotuma and other necessary things for
the expedition, I personally sent by
Western Union nearly $5000 to Rocky. This
money came from our private funds as well
as the monies from individual and club
sponsors. Rocky used some of this to buy
ropes, wires and fuel.
Stan LZ1GC / 3D2GC and Andy LZ2HM /
3D2RA had the task of securing the
equipment and our DXpedition publicity.
We created a website and sent e-mails to
popular clubs and organisations for
financial support. I want to thank once
again all of our sponsors who responded
and helped us for the expedition. I want to
thank all those who were willing to help us
but were unable to do so. This is where we
re-emphasize our great thanks to all the
individual sponsors and especially to
brother OMs, PP5EG and to all DX clubs and
organizations: CDXC, GDXF, SEDXC, DANISH
DX GROUP, NIPPON DX ASSOCIATION, DX
WIRE, 50 MHZ UKSMG, ARAUCARIA DX
GROUP, ACOM LTD, SYLPA LTD and GOLD
PRINT SERVICE for their logistical, technical,
equipment and financial support. Our
DXpedition would not have been successful
without this support, really! Thanks!
Fiji
So after ten months of preparation, on 18th
September 2013 our Fiji and Rotuma
DXpedition started with Stan’s
LZ1GC/3D2GC departure to Fiji from Sofia,
Bulgaria via Frankfurt, Germany to Seoul,
South Korea and finally arriving at 20:35 on
19th at Nadi, Fiji Republic.

The same day I stayed at “Club Fiji Resort”
hotel, room 26. This hotel has an excellent
location at the ocean’s shore, just 4 km
away from airport at Nadi. The next day,
after several hours of hard labour, Rocky
3D2DD and I managed to put up a 10m –
40m wire EXP GP Antenna. This wasn’t easy
because we used plastic water pipes with
different diameters as a support. The same
day 3D2GC was on the air. I tried to work
on different radio amateur bands as long as
I could. I slept no more than 4 hours a day
and I had meals once daily – in the morning.
Thus, from 20th to 26th September 3D2GC
made 9,700 QSOS from 40 to 10 meters mostly on CW.
Rotuma
The second part of the expedition lied
ahead the next day – our travel to Rotuma.
Rocky 3D2DD and I, as 3D2GC, met Andy
LZ2HM/3D2RA at Nadi Airport, who had
travelled from Bulgaria via The
Netherlands, China and New Zealand. We
gathered in Rocky’s 3D2DD home in the
evening and after a brief dinner and
conversation we prepared the luggage we
should transport to Rotuma. We were up
after five hours sleep and we went early to
the airport. We boarded the 12-seater
plane which departed for Rotuma at 0700
local. The weather was fine and we enjoyed
a beautiful view during the flight; the ocean
and magnificent islands under us. We
landed at the airport on Rotuma Island at
1000 local. We were eager; we burned with
desire to be in the air as soon as possible.
On Rotuma we stayed at a big house at the
ocean shore, a possession of a local
resident who had worked as a chief
manager in Fiji Bank. A huge ‘palace’ at the
time, but neglected after his death the
house hadn’t been well maintained for
many years. The big yard, unfortunately
overgrown with palm trees, was still
comfortable for radio activity. However,
since arriving we realised there was not
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enough coaxial cable, wires and ropes for
the antennas. There was only 200 litres of
fuel, enough for just a week. Before the
expedition Rocky 3D2DD assured us that he
had transported enough fuel for two weeks,
he affirmed there was plenty of wires and
rope. But the reality was different!
Fortunately I carried with me from Bulgaria
about 60 meters of coaxial cable and a wire
EXP. GP antenna with ropes. Initially I had
planned to use this antenna for my activity
from Fiji, but heading from Fiji to Rotuma
something made me take it with me; I had a
bad feeling – and that’s why I took this
antenna I was proved right! Although our
initial disappointment, we began putting up
the EXP.GP antenna, for 40-10 meters
bands immediately after our arrival. At dusk
the 3D2RA was on the air.
More antennas, more bands.
Early in the morning of 28th September
Rocky and our landlord Phillip began to
assemble the 6 element Yagi for 50 MHz,
given by W7GJ especially for our
DXpedition. At the same time Stan, LZ1GC/
3D2GC began to assemble the 160m/80m
GP antenna. Both antennas were
assembled and tested around lunch on the
same day. We set up a station with the
ACOM 1000 on 6m and both 3D2RA and
3D2GC/P were on the air. Unfortunately,
due to operator error, an hour after getting
the ACOM 1000 going on 50 MHz it
malfunctioned. That gave us a real problem.
3D2RA kept on 6m with 100 watts but
without real success. Having only one
amplifier left, an ACOM 1011, we were
taking turns every 8-10 hours. That way
both 3D2RA and 3D2GC/P were available
on different bands.
Rotuma activity was maintained from 27th
September until 2nd October instead of up
to 10th October as planned. The main
reason for the short active period on
Rotuma (only 6 days) was lack of fuel for
the generator. 3D2RA and Stan, 3D2GC/P

had arranged with Rotuma’s immigration
authorities that the operation to continue
until 11th October.
During the period activity from Rotuma
Island 3D2RA made 4,929 QSOs on
SW/SSB/RTTY from 160m to 6m and
3D2GC/P made 5,299 QSOs on 160m to
10m, CW only.
Our stay at Rotuma Island will be
remembered with the personal attention
shown by the Chairman and Council of
Rotuma. He paid us a visit and invited us for
a walk around the island which was a
splendid experience.
During our stay at Rotuma Island we were
visited by representatives from the local
police and immigration authorities. There
were no problems at all between us. The
latter were doing their jobs and showed
real interest in our hobby. We
demonstrated how to establish contacts on
an amateur frequency and our fantastic
hobby really intrigued them. This is where I
should express my gratitude for the support
shown by both the local chief of police and
the immigration officer. Mr. Tevita, Thank
you!
Wrapping up
On 3rd October 2013 3D2GC/P and 3D2RA
disassembled the antennas and then visited
the local high school where we received a
very warm welcome. We utilized the day in
repairing the local radio amateur’s 3D2R
Yagi antenna. The repair activities
continued until dark but we managed to
complete them. After that we engaged in
discussions with Denis the 3D2R operator,
the local police chief and the high school’s
principal. I want to put on record that we
were very warmly welcomed by everyone
at the high school and most of them felt sad
that we could only stay there for just one
day. They couldn’t make out why we hadn’t
stayed with them since the beginning!
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I was impressed by those hungry-forknowledge eyes and I will never forget how
the students had embraced their textbooks
and notebooks as if they were afraid of
losing them.
People on Rotuma are good in nature,
friendly and always smiling. I concluded
that they were very poor but at the same
time really happy. They are happy, because
their souls are clean. I am certain that
despite the fact they are very poor and live
a hard life they are morally rich and a lot
happier compared to the Europeans.
Our stay at Rotuma Island ended on 4th
October at 10:30 local time. Our flight to
Nadi, Fiji Republic lasted three hours. Andy
3D2RA and Stan 3D2GC headed to the Club
Fiji Resort. We checked again at room 26
there and commenced preparing the
antennas for all HF bands.
We had to buy 200m wire for antenna
support and another 100m coaxial cable
from a local store in Nadi. It was a bliss that
we could find these! Nightfall was nearing
and we didn’t manage to complete the
antennas.
Early in the morning on 5th October we
continued our work. We prepared the EXP.
GP for bands 40÷10 meter bands, GP for
160/80 meters and 3 element Delta Loop
for 10m. All of the antennas had SWR 1.3:1
and worked well!
We were active between 5th and 14th
October on all HF bands with the callsigns
3D2GC and 3D2RA/P. We used one
operating position but from time to time
3D2RA/P became the second station with
his K3 transceiver running 100W.
During those ten days 3D2GC established
about 11,000 QSOs on CW and SSB, while
3D2RA/P established 7,700 QSOs on
CW/SSB/RTTY. The full results from Fiji &
Rotuma Island DXpedition are shown
below.

Rotuma DX activity: 27th September to 02
October 2013:
3D2GC/P

5,299 CW QSOs

3D2RA

4,927 QSOs (CW/SSB/RTTY)

Total:

10,226 QSOs

Fiji DX activity:
3D2GC

20,550 QSOs (CW/SSB)

3D2RA/P

7,700 QSOs (CW/SSB/RTTY)

Total:

28,250 QSOs

At lunch time on 12th October Andy
3D2RA/P shut down and headed to Hong
Kong for a business meeting.
Stan 3D2GC continued his activity from Fiji
Republic until 14th October. The next day he
disassembled all antennas and the
following day headed back to Bulgaria.
On that same day, 16th October, I was
already on Incheon airport in Seoul, South
Korea. I was warmly welcomed by Aves
Kang, DS2AGH and Choi, HL5FUA. I will not
forget this pleasant meeting with my
Korean friends. I thank them for that.
On 17th October 2013 at 13:30 I was already
boarded on one of Korean air’s planes,
heading to Frankfurt, Germany.
At Frankfurt airport I was welcomed by
Emil, DL8JJ and his wife Virji, DO9JJ. We had
a dinner at a local Chinese restaurant and
then headed to their home. There we had a

long conversation and after that a couple of
hours of sleep. Thank you, Emo and Virji for
your warm welcome and hospitality. I was
exhausted. The long journey and time spent
away from my homeland took their toll.
On 18th October at 21:45 local time and
after a two hour flight from Germany I
arrived in Bulgaria.
Reflections
I am not the one to evaluate the Fiji and
Rotuma DXpedition by LZ1GC, LZ2HM and
3D2DD, but based on feedback I can
conclude the following: This expedition was
a good one for CW & SSB, satisfactory for
RTTY and unsuccessful for 6m EME.
I would like to thank all radio amateurs - all
around the world for your kind feedback
and ratings. We also had one bad comment
from a German radio amateur. I am a
tolerant person and I accept all reasonable
criticism.
In conclusion I would like to thank everyone
who supported us, experienced our
problems and success, and who were
worried about us. Thank you to all
individual and club sponsors as well as
different organisations that made this
DXpedition possible!
73s and GOD BLESS YOU!
Stan, LZ1GC / 3D2GC & 3D2GC/P

We regret to record the passing of the following CDXC members:
Ralph Sachs, G2CZS
Dave Reffold, G3SQH
John Slater, G8FMJ
Our thoughts are with their families and loved ones.
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SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS DXPEDITION - MARCH 1964
or: TALES OF A HAM SANDWICH (part 2)
Ken Randall VP8HF G3RFH
(Part 1 of this article was carried in the July Digest. Ed.)
On the morning of March 14th the
generator was returned to the camp but
due to lack of wind (an extremely rare
occurrence! I) it could not be landed as
close to the camp as originally. Instead it
was deposited some 500 yards away in soft
lava dust. After collecting driftwood from
the foreshore the generator was dragged
over this wood to the camp taking the nine
men of the party almost two hours to do
so. As the AC was now on, the DX40 was
tuned up on 15 metres and resulted in 20
QSOs that afternoon. In the evening
another 139 QSOs were made this giving a
total to date of 727.
One particularly annoying incident took
place that evening on 20 metres CW. In a
lull in the pile up a W was heard to be
continuously calling VP8HF for a period of 5
minutes! This was quite unnecessary as he
was the only station calling at that time and
if he had been listening he would have
heard that no other station was in QSO.
When he was informed of this and that he
was creating unnecessary QRM there was
absolute silence from him!
On the morning of the 15th on 15 metres
Europeans were coming in with great
strength though none could hear me. They
were heard calling CQ DX etc. for over two
hours and an SM7 was coming in 569 with
no trouble at all. Towards midday
conditions seemed to be improving as the
BBC Overseas service on 21 Mcs was
increasing in strength to 5 & 9 + and in fact
practically every day this was monitored
and used as a guide to the state of 15
metres. This day proved to be the worst so
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far as regards conditions and even though
Europeans and Africans were readable all
day on 15 metres and 20 metres none could
be worked. A pile up developed of stations
calling who either could not hear VP8HF or
who were not bothering to listen because
after half an hour of answering calls and
giving reports with no replies but calls and
more calls I decided to go QRT after a very
frustrating day.
The next morning between 0900 GMT and
1000 GMT a special watch was set for VK
and ZL but all that was heard of interest
was a very weak UB5 working a JA7 - the
latter could not be heard The weather that
day was very calm after a heavy snowfall
during the night. Due to the warmth in the
ground any falls of snow usually
disappeared after a few hours and the black
lava dust lay bare again. Everyone was
relieved to see that the volcano was
smoking again after a day of inactivity
yesterday! It was much the same on 15
metres as the previous day - Europeans
could be heard working each other but
could not be worked from the South
Sandwich Islands. This 'one way skip' was
very frustrating! 20 metres SSB to Europe
was quite successful but extremely poor to
the States only 12 Ws being worked. A sked
was arranged with G3HCT for 0200 GMT on
40 metres CW but nothing was heard
except for a couple of very weak W6s and
further skeds arranged with G3HCT and
G2DC for 40 metres also resulted in nil
contact. Only two QSOs were made on 40
metres during the whole expedition VP8GQ

In the DX Window (Page 13)

Ian G3WVG and Nigel G3TXF travelled to an Icelandic coastal island for the 2014 IOTA Contest

Ian G3WVG operating the IOTA Contest from Grímsey Island on the Arctic Circle.
I

VP8HF South Sandwich 1964 - Part 2 (Page 20)

Close up on VP8HF! SSB mic can be seen on left of desk and el-keyer paddle on the right of desk. 2 sacks in
the background contain rock specimens for geologist. Edge of glacier can be seen at top left of photo.

This photo was taken by BBC photographer/cameraman Charles Lagus and I believe it may have appeared
in the Daily Telegraph shortly afterwards. In the background are 3 of the 5 Royal Marines in the party. I am
trying to communicate with HMS Protector for the purpose of the film that was being made.
II

VP8HF South Sandwich 1964 - Part 2 (Page 20)

Camp

View of Candlemas Island taken from one of HMS Protector’s helicopters. To the right is the 3000ft
mountain, while to the left, just out of picture is the volcano.

III

Summer Social (Photos by Hilary G4JKS)

IV

Summer Social (Photos by Hilary G4JKS)

V

12 Days in New England (Page 24)

Team Cyprus – Stavros 5B4AFM and Marios 5B4WN with (centre) referee VE3RA

Olof G0CKV operating K1V
VI

12 Days in New England (Page 24)

Mark M0DXR operating K1V

Part of the K1V (G0CKV and M0DXR) setup showing some of the switched filters
VII

12 Days in New England (Page 24)

Mark Allgar M1MPA, N4HB, Chris Danby G0DWV and RSGB President
John Gould G3WKL, after the Gala Dinner.

The new CDXC Marathon Trophies

VIII

on Signy Island and KC4USK at an American
base in Antarctica.
On March 17th a BBC film unit arrived by
helicopter from HMS Protector and, as it
turned out, it was a beautiful day with
sunshine, blue skies and no wind! This gave
completely the wrong impression to the
visitors who obviously thought those
conditions were normal. F2MA was heard
calling 'CQ South Pole & Antarctica' on 15
metres CW 559 but no reply was received
to calls from VP8HF. There was still no
contact with VK or ZL. Conditions were fair
all day but 20 metres suddenly faded at
2252 GMT.
March 18th was a very busy day with plenty
of activity from the surveyors and the film
unit. A sequence was required of the
communications set-up and, as the cameras
could not get inside the radio tent, the
equipment was set up outside in exactly the
same positions. This took just over an hour.
There was one very important feature of
this scene. Mr Charles Lagus, BBC wildlife
cameraman, wanted to record a ship
passing. He wanted to mention the names
of the islands and would be speaking for
about 3 or 4 minutes. This had to be done
using a battery operated receiver because
the AC generator had to be stopped as it
made too much noise for the recorders.
Eventually all was ready. Cables were
connected, sound tested, camera
positioned and everywhere the atmosphere
was that of a big movie studio! When the
time came to switch on the 62 set it was
noticed that the motor was sounding as
though it was going faster than usual, and
then the reason became apparent. It had
been accidentally connected to 24 volts
instead of 12 volts! This had burnt out the
valve filaments and so contact was made
with the DX40 and the ship was requested
to shift to 14 Mcs amateur band to make
this transmission so that it could be picked
up on the Swan transceiver. All was then
ready but once again trouble was
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encountered. The SSB rig had been
switched on for about 10 minutes when a
sizzling sound was heard coming from the
transistorised power unit quickly followed
by smoke! It was quickly switched off
disconnected and the spare unit
reconnected and switched on again and all
was well.
The ship was picked up OK but there was
very strong interference from a South
American AM station and the ship was
requested to QSY down about 10 Kcs.
Unfortunately the ship had trouble with
their transmitter and it was a considerable
time before they came back on the air again
and by the time they had been tuned in
again it had started to snow!! So there was
nothing else for it but to abandon the
filming and get everything back into the
tent as soon as possible.
On the sked that evening the camp was
informed that there was a shortage of
helicopter fuel and flying was going to be
severely restricted. They wanted to lift off
all unnecessary stores and personnel the
next morning so that they could more easily
work out the amount of fuel they had left.
The 612 was considered unnecessary (!)
and as the defective 62 set had been
replaced it was agreed to send this off.
Three Royal Marines also were sent off and
so now the station was much smaller and
more compact. Unfortunately there were
many skeds and long discussions on the air
that evening and by the time I was able to
get on the bands everything was dead
which resulted in nil QSOs.
On the morning of the lift-off of the
'unnecessaries' the weather was very much
anti-flying with visibility down to about 200
yards. Skeds with the ship were arranged
for every half hour until 1100 when normal
sked times were resumed. The helicopter
eventually arrived at 1830 and completed
the lift-off. The only item of Naval radio
now left was the 62 set plus the 36ft whip
batteries and battery charger.

Conditions were really atrocious on 20
metres and 15 metres. Europeans could be
heard all day on 15 metres but it wasn't
until 1507 GMT that the first QSO was
made with G3FKM and three and a half
hours later only 20 QSOs had been made.
20 metres SSB was tried but the only QSO
to materialise was with I1RIF putting in a
beautiful 5 & 8. The band was absolutely
dead for the rest of the night. On 40 metres
G2DC could not be contacted and the only
QSOs made were with VP8GQ and KC4USK.
The party were informed that evening that
the lift-off day for the whole camp would
be on Sunday 22nd, one day earlier than
expected as the bad weather was becoming
more frequent. Thus Monday 23rd would be
a spare day should Sunday prove to be
unflyable.
On March 20th 2 hours of CW produced 4
QSOs and only 4 more on 20 metres SSB.
Plenty could be heard - particularly 2 Gs
talking to each other and discussing the
merits or demerits of using 6146s in linear
amplifiers. They were both 5 & 8 on 20
metres SSB and half an hour was spent in
trying to break in on them without success.
Why on earth do people use the DX bands
for local nattering? (Ed: Fair comment!)
That evening another G was heard asking
another European about VP8HF and the G
was heard to say (5 & 8) that he didn't
expect he'd get through! Whereupon he
was given a call on his frequency but
without success. Another hour on 20
metres CW produced only another 13 QSOs
and 6 more were still needed for the
1,000th QSO. The very poor state of the
bands was disappointing after expecting to
do so much better.
The last day March 21st came and started
off a bit black. The engine on the battery
charger refused to come to life and on
investigation proved to be due to a lack of
sparks. Unfortunately the box spanner
required for the flywheel nut had been sent
off with the 'unnecessary' stores on
22

Thursday so the 'sparkery' could not be got
at. Fortunately the batteries were all in a
state of full charge.
As no replies were forthcoming to the CQs
being sent out, the 20 metre band was
searched for any other station calling CQ in
an attempt to secure QSO number 1,000.
There were plenty of UAs calling CQ but
none heard VP8HF replying to them. A ZS1
contact was made a 9Q5 and an LU thus
bringing the total up to 997. PY2PA and
PY2PE had repeatedly said that there were
thousands of stations waiting for a QSO
with VP8HF but there were none to be
heard. During the previous 4 days only 45
QSOs had been made the conditions being
so very bad. Around 1700 GMT QSO
number 1,000 was made on 15 metres CW
with W5FGO/MM and later that evening 20
metres opened up to the States and made a
real grand slam finish on CW with 156
contacts.
SSB was tried at various times but there
was so much AM QRM from South
American stations that it took anything up
to 30 minutes to make a QSO. Therefore
CW was maintained in order to give the
QSOs. And so at 0050 GMT on 22nd the last
QSO was made from South Sandwich K6LEB
making a grand total of 1,153 QSOs in the
16 days on the island during a period of
extremely poor radio conditions.
The morning of the 22nd dawned foggy and
definitely unflyable but everything had
been dismantled and packed ready for the
lift-off 'at first light' as requested with the
exception of the 62 set and the 36ft whip.
This was kept for communications with the
ship right up to the last moment. As it
turned out just one helicopter trip was
made in fog at about 11 a.m. By now all
surplus petrol had been ditched to save
flying time but there was still some paraffin
left to operate primus stoves to cook
Sunday dinner if necessary. At 1755 a break
in the heavy clouds was observed and
visibility improved to such an extent that

neighbouring Vindication Island 4 miles
away came into view for the first time that
day. The chopper arrived at 1820 and the
lift-off commenced. I was the last to leave
Candlemas Island at 1920 having spent a
thoroughly enjoyable 16 days there only
regretting that it could not have been
longer.
General conclusions on the expedition are
that there seem to be far too many stations
who come on the bands and make 'CQ DX'
without even a cursory glance over the
band and more often than not they are
calling on top of the DX with which they so
earnestly desire a contact. Then there are
the menaces who just plug away at a DX
station whether they can hear him or not
causing a lot of QRM and making it
extremely difficult all round. On the whole
operating was not too bad; of course one
sat and tapped one’s fingers while the
comedian gave a weather report his QTH
name and a long list of equipment he
possessed and “Pse QSL my QSO for sure”!
Regarding SSB: some of the rubbishy socalled SSB signals that were thrown at
South Sandwich had to be heard to be
believed. Donald Duck will be out of
business if some of those signals aren't
cleaned up! But these were very much in
the minority and practically all signals were
very good and clean. It is considerably more
difficult to sort out a pile up of SSB than it is
on CW as has been discovered much to the
pain in my ears!! But the worst offenders
were those who persistently called VP8HF
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about a dozen times and then, when the
'quacks' reached a crescendo, give his
callsign about twice! Usually the station
that got in first was the one who came
straight up and said his callsign about twice
and waited. Besides making for more QSOs
per hour it was easier to pick him out
before the strength of the QRM rose to a
deafening level. But then it is supposed that
if all stations called like that then there
would be QRM for the whole time!
Statistics for those who must have them are
as follows:
Total QSOs: 1,153. CW 771. SSB 382.
Europe 289 of which 94 were Gs. USA 751.
On 15 metres 64 and on 40 metres 2 and
altogether 51 different countries were
worked.
This has been an experience that I will
never forget and most likely will never get
the chance of having again. To all those
who 'made it' - thanks for your cooperation
and patience; to those who didn’t better
luck next time and hope for better
conditions. A special word of condolence is
offered to the many disappointed VK & ZL
boys. It was equally disappointing at this
end and most annoying too that none of
you were even heard on South Sandwich.
And so shortly I will be returning to UK to
become 'just another G', rather a let-down
after being a much sought after DX station.
73s and 88s to all the YLs and XYLs.
Ken Randall VP8HF G3RFH

Twelve Days in New England
Don Field G3XTT
Chris, G3SVL asked to write about my
experiences at the World Radio Teamsport
Championships (WRTC) but I thought I
would also cover the ARRL Centennial
events, which followed on. Hence the
rather enigmatic title.
I had served as a referee at the 2006 WRTC
in Brazil, a role that requires you to stay
awake for 24 hours monitoring one of the
two-person teams to ensure that they
respect and adhere to the rules. Four years
later in Moscow, I was elevated to the role
of judge, less demanding in some ways
because you get to stay in the WRTC hotel
for the weekend rather than being out in
the field. However, when the teams have
packed up and decamped to the bar, the
judges are left to determine the winners
and placings. Given how close some of the
results were in Moscow, this was no mean
feat – it simply wasn’t appropriate to rely
100% on the adjudication software because
some QSOs can be ambiguous (For
example: Am I really not in his log or did he
bust my call? The former means I lose the
QSO, the latter means he does.). Despite
these earlier challenges, I was foolish
enough to accept an invitation to New
England as a judge for WRTC 2014.
WRTC Explained
Perhaps I should step back a little and
explain, for those who may not be familiar,
that the first WRTC was held in Seattle back
in 1990, inspired by Ted Turner’s Goodwill
Games, which were aimed at bringing
together athletes from the USA and Russia.
However, from the outset WRTC has been
truly international and UK contesters have
played a significant role over the years as
competitors, referees and judges.
Nowadays, WRTC has pretty much settled
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into being held every four years and takes
place at the same time as the IARU Contest
in July, to guarantee plenty of band activity.
However, the rules can be varied by the
hosts, under the watchful eye of the WRTC
Sanctioning Committee consisting of
representatives from each of the previous
host countries.
New to this year’s WRTC, the rules
permitted a multi-two arrangement
whereby both team members could
transmit at the same time although the
antenna system provided at each operating
site was a single triband Yagi at 40ft and
inverted-vee dipoles for 40 and 80. This
provided an interesting technical challenge
in being able to use the tribander for both
transmit and receive on two bands
simultaneously. There was an additional
strategy challenge too – what, for example,
if one of the operators was running Europe
on one band and the other wanted to pick
off a South American multiplier on
another?
In the preceding years the organisers (K5ZD
and K1DG were two of the principal movers
and shakers but there were many others)
had identified 65 operating sites that,
through terrain analysis (using HFTA
software) and actual operating (the sites
had been used in the last two IARU
contests) were deemed to be near-enough
identical from the point of view of
propagation. This is quite a challenge in
New England, which consists of lots of
rolling hills, mostly wooded. 59 teams took
part – the additional sites were used for
back-up in case a site should become
unusable for whatever reason. A huge team
of volunteers, some having travelled from
as far afield as Florida, were on site some
days before the contest to assemble the

antennas as well as setting up the operating
tent (with tables), generator and small tent
(housing the portaloo). They then lived on
site until after the contest for security
reasons. Some arrived in large US-style
recreational vehicles, others went back to
nature in their own small tents. All these
support teams were great, especially given
that many were not contesters and many
had been out in the field just two weekends
earlier for the US Field Day (which is quite
different to ours). Some support teams
were awesome, as our US cousins would
say. I will never forget one that a few of our
judging team visited – we were greeted by
several members of a local club who had
gone well out of their way to meet the
needs of the operators (German in this
case) and referee at their site, sourcing
German food from a local supermarket and
doing everything they could to make their
overseas guests feel at home. I felt obliged
to eat some of the food that was pressed
on us judges too, as brief visitors – there
was just so much of it!
The WRTC2014 Experience
The WRTC experience for most of us starts
when we are met at the airport (most of us
came into Boston) and driven to the hotel
where the bar and reception area are
already full of friends and familiar callsigns.
The party atmosphere is immediate and
never stops. The days become a blur of
socialising, meetings to brief on the rules
and logistics and answer questions, the
opening ceremony (flags, music, the whole
Olympics-style deal) and so on. This year,
because the East Coast is four hours behind
GMT, the competitors got to set their
stations up on the Friday and return to the
hotel for a good night’s sleep before the
0800 (Local) contest start on the Saturday.
Inevitably, some operating locations were
close to the hotel, some up to a couple of
hours away across two states
(Massachusetts and New Hampshire). They
were in school grounds, national parks,
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farms and some even scattered across a
disused army base.
I recall having a discussion with Rusty
W6OAT shortly before the contest
regarding how many QSOs we expected the
winning teams to make. He thought some –
100W, two transmitters, CW and SSB –
might reach 4,000 in the 24 hours. To me
this sounded pretty optimistic but Rusty
was right – the leading teams comfortably
exceeded the 4,500 mark. Band conditions
were not the best but there was huge
interest in WRTC, with many amateurs
around the world coming on specifically to
chase the WRTC stations. Congratulations
are due to Fred A65BD (G4BWP) who was
one of the first to work all 59 – a great
achievement from the UAE.
In the course of the weekend I got to visit
almost half the WRTC stations and even
managed to do some operating myself,
using about 50W to a mobile whip from the
back seat of K1ZZ’s car (Dave was chief
judge) as we toured some of the locations. I
managed to work a number of the big
European HQ stations even with my
pipsqueak signal. I also got to see some of
the glorious New England countryside for
the first time – I had made several business
trips to Boston in the past but never really
seen anything outside town other than a
few freeways.
As in Moscow, the leading positions were
tantalisingly close. Fortunately we had a
clear winner from the start but there were
two stations vying for third place who
ended up just a whisker apart after our
adjudication. Who knows whether, if we
had run the scoring again a week later
when more IARU contest logs had come in,
their positions or others in the table would
have changed yet again. However, we
didn’t have that luxury because the
trophies were due to be presented at the
gala dinner on the Monday evening. You
will no doubt have seen the results by now
but, just in case, the winners were US team

K1A (N6MJ and KL9A with referee RA3AUU)
followed by W1L (OM3BH and OM3GI with
referee NF4A) and W1P (DL5MW and
DL1IAO, referee SP4Z). Particular
congratulations are due to K1V (M0DXR
and G0CKV, referee N5AW) who came 10th
– Mark and Olof posted what I believe is
the highest placing of a UK team in any
WRTC. Other UK amateurs involved
included GI0RTN and M0CFW (JK3GAD) as
participants plus G3SXW, G4BUO and
GM4AFF as referees.
As ever, it was a great event, as much for
the socialising as the actual contesting.
There were a few small trade stands at the
hotel plus a station (WR1TC) for those who
were there as guests. There were also three
remote stations available to operate from
the hotel, one on Brazil, one in Sweden and
one in the US. A number of visitors took the
opportunity to try out this rather novel way
to experience the contest from a very
different location or (in the case of the US
remote station) from one of the US megastations.
No proposal for the next WRTC has yet
been forthcoming. Hopefully WRTC won’t
die following the New England event but,
like the Olympics themselves, the cost and
scale of the event has escalated over the
years such that there are few countries or
contest clubs that could realistically put on
such a show in future. It has to be said, too,
that following WRTC2014, a number of the
competitors have seen fit to question
whether all the operating locations really
were equal or have challenged other
aspects of the organisation and scoring.
This must be rather dispiriting for the
organisers who have put such a huge effort
into pulling the whole thing together and
may well put off any group that might
previously have had aspirations to take on
the challenge of running a WRTC.
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Off to Hartford
With WRTC behind me, it was time to head
for Hartford, Connecticut for the ARRL
Centennial celebrations. I had been invited
to stay with Dave K1ZZ and Linda KA1ZD, so
picked up a hire car in Boston and headed
down via Rhode Island for no other reason
than that it would be a new state for me.
Readers will be aware that Dave is Chief
Executive of the ARRL and this was a major
week for the League so I felt very privileged
to be staying with him and his wife. They
have a wonderful traditional New England
wooden house and, more importantly,
three tall towers with a superb collection of
antennas for almost every band. One of the
latest is the big 4-element 40m Yagi. Dave
tells me that it makes very little difference
into Europe compared with the 40-2CD
used previously (and which is still in situ)
but on the longer haul to Japan the
improvement is very noticeable.
On the Wednesday Dave was kind enough
to take me on a personal tour of ARRL HQ (I
had last been there 31 years ago!), which
had obviously received some extra spit and
polish in anticipation of the honoured
guests who would be visiting on this unique
occasion. These guests, quite apart from
people like IARU President Tim Ellam VE6SH
(G4HUA) also included our own Bob
MD0CCE and current RSGB President John
G3WKL. I got to operate the Hiram Percy
Maxim memorial station with the
Centennial callsign W100AW although the
only free band when I was there was 12m
and propagation was marginal. I worked
just one UK station – John G3WGV.
The Centennial events included an
extensive Convention with 72 different
lectures over two days (even more of a
challenge to decide which to attend than at
our own RSGB Convention). There were
also a number of workshops including DX
University and Contest University (I
attended the latter, which proved quite
illuminating, especially K1DG’s talk on

contest station ergonomics, given that I am
due to move into a new shack later this
year). About 800 sat down to the main
banquet at which the keynote speaker was
Craig Fugate KK4INZ, FEMA Administrator.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency is the body that coordinates
emergency panning throughout the USA
and Craig is an Obama appointee, selected
(it was explained to me by someone who
knows Craig’s background) very much on
merit rather than political connections. It is
testament to Craig’s support for the role of
amateur radio in emergency
communications that he has insisted on
amateur radio being factored into local
emergency planning and has gone out of
his way to gain an amateur licence himself
in order better to understand what the
hobby has to offer in emergency
preparedness.
There was an international reception one
evening too, at which I tracked down the
various members of the RSGB delegation
and found several other UK licensees, albeit
some of them now permanent US
residents. Many of the WRTC contestants
and supporters from outside the USA had
stayed on so it was great to catch up with
them again.
There was also, as you would expect, a
substantial trade show with all the usual
suspects. I won’t list them all. RSGB had a
stand and elsewhere I enjoyed talking to
people like Carl K9LA (propagation
specialist), Chip K7JA (now of
InnovAntennas in the US), Dan Henderson
N1ND (ARRL) and Jay Terleski WX0B (Array
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Solutions), all of whom have been frequent
visitors to the RSGB Convention and similar
events. It was great to bump into top
contesters like K3LR and W3LPL too.
Obviously, as at other recent events such as
Dayton and Friedrichshafen, there was a
strong focus on remote operation (Elecraft
are pushing their K3/0 product very hard)
and on SDR developments. I wonder how
things will have moved on by the time the
ARRL reaches its second Centennial!
Tanglewood
My trip ended in fine style on the Sunday
with a visit to Tanglewood, courtesy of Joe
K2VUI and Jenny. For those of you not
familiar with this event, I need to explain
that the Boston Symphony Orchestra
relocates to the Berkshires (pronounced
Burk-shires) in the rolling hills of western
Massachusetts for about three months
each summer, rehearsing and also playing
concerts each weekend, with up to four
thousand seated in the “shed” (a covered
auditorium) and many thousands more
picnicking on the lawns while they listen to
the concert from a little farther away. The
weather was perfect and the concert was,
as to be expected, superb.
Incidentally, New England is, of course, full
of familiar place names even if the local
pronunciation is somewhat different to
ours (Dave K1ZZ, for example, hails from
Norwich, pronounced Nor-witch). But I was
particularly taken aback on passing signs to
Leominster – maybe I could have made the
trip to Neville’s for the CDXC AGM after all!

The CDXC Digital Diary September 2014
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
Martyn G3RFX
We knew Martyn was having problems with
his health. Indeed I exchanged several
emails with him on this but I don’t think any
of us realised how serious his problems
were. Martyn had spent some years in
Germany and was fluent in German so I
used to rely on him for corrections to my
rather poor attempts at the language. We
also shared a common interest in music,
both classical and jazz. His rather large
“boots” will take some filling.
Lesser-used data modes.
Houston, we have a problem! The problem
is that I was asked to change the column
name to Digital Diary and thereafter cater
for all digital modes. I have tried this with
several months of descriptions of some of
the more obscure modes, covering
frequencies and so on, but the input has
not exactly been inspiring. In fact I have
received nothing at all on these modes. I
can only assume a couple of things here.
Either those enthusiasts that use these
peculiar modes do not read the CDXC
magazine, or there is genuinely no interest
at all in them. I must admit that I rarely use
anything other than RTTY. I only use PSK for
the CC contests and have absolutely no
interest at all in modes such as FAX, HELL,
MT63, THROB, or any of the other lesser
used data modes. The only one that
possibly could be of use is the JT suite, but
that is not really suitable for HF, being a
“below the noise threshold” mode. It was
really designed for VHF/UHF, EME and MS
communications where the operator is
more of a computer user than a radio user.
However, that is another discussion
altogether. The EME purists do not approve
I know.
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The other mode that is not really a
communications mode is WHISPER. This is
really a computer program and is used to
check communications paths on HF. It can
be very useful for antenna checks and
equipment checks using QRP, but certainly
won’t be used for working DX.
So, with the above in mind, I shall revert to
what I know best and the modes that are
used most to work DX since this is a DX
magazine. If you do have some input and
know of DX nets and DX working going on
using any of the obscure data modes, then
please let me know.
BARTG FIRST RTTY SPRINT75 2014
As you have all probably seen, we have a
new Contest Manager in BARTG, Simone
Wilson, M0BOX. As I reported in the July
issue, with the input from Mike Goodey
G0GJV and Pete Lindsay G4CLA, BARTG is
now able to upload contest logs to the
RSGB Robot. Well the good news is that
Simone will shortly be publishing the full
results of the Sprint75. There are a load of
problems with the 2013 contests, but I have
asked her to produce the Sprint75 to let
everybody see what will become the norm,
following the clean-up of last year’s mess.
So, please bear with us at BARTG and very
soon it will be a very slick operation and I
hope that this will encourage more people
to take part in the BARTG contests in the
future.
We are not quite as lucky as some of the
USA contest organizers in that they do have
lots of trophy sponsors. I have asked
around, but I think that here in the UK
retailers and manufacturers are rather
reluctant to do anything like that. However,
this might change with a more streamlined
and organized BARTG than in the past.

If you check this page:
http://bartg.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/hfreadcal.pl

very useful videos, presentations that took
place at Dayton this year, at this site:

you will see that the Second RTTY Sprint75
test is due very soon.

http://n1mm.hamdocs.com/tikiindex.php?page=Introducing+N1MM+Logg
er+Plus

21 Sep

17:00 –
21:00

BARTG 75 Sprint
Contest

SOE
SOAB

Four hours is a nice amount of time but, if
propagation is good and bearing in mind
this will be very near the autumnal equinox,
activity will be quite high so it will be fast
and furious. Please do check your macros in
this one. It is so easy to lose the serial
number at that speed with the QRM etc if
you only send it once. It really is not clever
to do that because it only invokes repeat
requests and if you (thinking how fast you
are!) disappear without responding to a
repeat request, as far as I am concerned
you are not in my log, simple as that. Also,
it is a THREE figure serial number. You have
to send 001 not 1. This can be just as
misleading.
To Upload your log, go to:
http://bartg.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/hfenter.pl
Follow the instructions carefully and it
should be quite easy to do. Select your
category and complete the cover sheet.
You can check immediately to see if your
log has been received. You can also ask to
be reminded of future contests. You will
receive an acknowledgement of your log,
which should be in Cabrillo form.
The full Rules can be found here:
http://www.bartg.org.uk/documents/conte
sts/sprint75/rules/bartg-sprint75-rulesapril-2013.pdf
Accuracy transcends speed every time!
N1MM Plus
This is a completely new update to N1MM
and should be available later this year. It
has a lot more features and there are three
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These videos are well worth watching and
will show just what N1MM plus is capable
of doing. I still run Windows XP here on all
three machines networked together, and as
long as you have Service pack 3 installed
there should be no problem running N1MM
plus. Obviously it would be a distinct
advantage to those lucky enough to have a
speedy machine with Windows 8 or later.
There is a Q&A available at:
http://n1mmplus.hamdocs.com/tikiindex.php?page=FAQ++N1MM+Logger+Plus+Migration
I intend to upgrade all three of my
machines when I win the lottery. That
won’t be any time soon however, because I
no longer buy a ticket!
Saving time
Some operators think it clever to save time
by wasting mine. I have noticed the lack of
a figures shift in some exchanges for
example. It could be carried to the extreme
whereby we will all need a crib sheet (or a
very good course and memory!) to
interpolate these stupid exchanges. I would
like to see it outlawed and just plain English
used. Am I on my own here, is it that I
always seem to miss the shift, or am I just
being paranoid? Either way, I do NOT like to
see TOO PPQ coming at me. I shall ignore
those that practice this in order to save a
few milliseconds!
I have also seen 5nn, the CW cut number
version of 599. Again, why? It probably
happens when writing the macros, so
please desist and put it into the proper
format! It must be that because 5nn takes
longer to send than 599!

One way you can save time is by not
sending a line feed after the exchange
sequence. I have seen some people send
several line feeds and I end up chasing the
exchange up the screen! That would save
YOUR time by not forcing me to chase that
exchange. Send a CR and LF at the
beginning of the exchange macro so that
the exchange shows on a nice clean line.

DX
DX takes a back seat in the summer with
me as there is so much to do out in the
garden. Cutting the grass takes me around
6 hours and there is also some antenna
work to do this year so I have worked
nothing I’m afraid! It will change when the
autumn comes.
See you on the Green Keys.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

IOTA NEWS
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
ELEVEN NEW IOTA GROUPS were
announced at IOTA’s 50th Anniversary
Convention, held in Windsor, England over
the weekend 4 to 6 July 2014. Some result
directly from the rule changes announced
in the latest IOTA Directory, published in
May 2014 (a note of the main changes can
be seen at IOTA Rule Changes 2014 on
http://www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com).
All new groups have provisional numbers.
This means that they will need to be
confirmed by an operation taking place
after 5 July 2014 that meets the 1000 QSO
and other normal validation requirements.
Only after confirmation of the number will
credit for past operations be considered.
Most of the new groups have not seen a
previous amateur radio operation. Where
however there has been an operation with
contacts credited to an IOTA group, IOTA
Management will at some point arrange
transfers of credits to the new group if it
has clear-cut information covering all
operations in the old group.
The addition of these new groups
necessitates in some cases the renaming of
the titles of existing groups and
amendment of the ‘co-ordination boxes’ as
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currently appearing in the new Directory.
‘A’ and ‘W’ refer to the regional awards as
shown in the Directory.
AF-118P CN Mediterranean Sea Coast
group, Morocco (=Jaegerschmidt, Los
Farallones) 34º59–35º56N 002º13–
006º15W
Comment: New ‘coastal islands’ group. No
known previous amateur radio activity.
AF-119P S7 Coetivy Island, Seychelles
(=Coetivy) 06º58–07º18S 056º08–056º25E
Comment: New ‘remote island’ group. No
known previous amateur radio activity.
Coetivy has been deleted from AF-024 and
the ‘co-ordinates box’ amended.
AS-200 JA5 Shikoku’s Coastal Islands,
Japan (=for islands see RSGB IOTA website
under AS-200) 32º40–34º35N 132º00–
134º52E
Comment: Shikoku joins the other main
Japanese islands in having its own coastal
islands IOTA group. New number now
confirmed. Much previous amateur radio
activity. The island entry against AS-076 has
been amended.

AS-201 TA Sea of Marmara Islands, Turkey
(=Avsa [aka Turkeli], Imrali, Marmara,
Pasalimani, Prince Isls [namely Burgazada,
Buyukada, Heybeliada, Kasik, Kinaliada,
Sedef, Sivriada, Tavsan, Yassiada]) 40º18–
41º04N 026º10–029º31E
Comment: The case for the Sea of Marmara
islands counting as a separate group for
IOTA has been reviewed and, given the
special treatment afforded the Black Sea
islands, is considered on balance worthy of
acceptance. The main valid islands are on
the Asiatic side of the Sea of Marmara. New
number now confirmed. Occasional
previous amateur radio activity but not
valid for IOTA.
AS-202P A9 Hawar Islands, Bahrain
(=Hawar Isls [namely Hawar, Rabad al
Gharbiyar, Rabad ash Sharqiyah, Suwad al
Janubiyah, Suwad ash Shamliyah]) 25º32–
25º47N 050º41–050º51E
Comment: This is a self-contained group of
islands, which nestle close to Qatar and are
physically separated off from Bahrain. No
known previous amateur radio activity. The
island entry against AS-002 and the ‘coordinates box’ have been amended.
AS-203P R0X Shelikhova Bay group, Asiatic
Russia (=Dobrzhanskogo, Konus, Rovnyy,
Skala, Tretiy, Zubchatyy) 59º00–62º41N
159º40–165º05E
Comment: The currently named Shelikhova
Bay group (AS-091) is being split to allow
islands north of Ptichiy Island to count
separately. Dobrzhanskogo Island is
situated some 600 km from Ptichiy and the
others mentioned above some 500 km. This
distance spread in a group is quite
exceptional. All previous amateur radio
activity has been from Ptichiy Island which
will remain AS-091. The title of AS-091 has
been renamed ‘Sea of Okhotsk Coast group’
and the ‘co-ordinates box’ amended.
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A EU-190P RI1FJ Viktoriya Island, Franz
Josef Land (=Viktoriya) 80º05–80º12N
036º30–037º10E
Comment: New ‘remote island’ group.
Some previous amateur radio activity.
Viktoriya has been deleted from EU-019
and the ‘co-ordinates box’ amended.
EU-191P YO, UR Fericirii Island,
Romania/Ukraine (=Fericirii) 45º09–
45º13N 029º45–029º47E
Comment: New ‘split sovereignty island’
group. This is a newly established split
sovereignty island in the Black Sea just
outside the Danube Delta. It is 2km from
the mainland and approximately 4.78km
long. A recent International Court of Justice
decision split sovereignty over the island
between Romania and Ukraine. It cannot
be joined with Saculinu Mare because the
latter is not split sovereignty. No known
previous amateur radio activity.
W NA-247P PJ7 Sint Maarten’s Coastal
Islands (=Guana Key of Pelikan, Molly
Beday [aka Mal Aborder]) 18º00– 18º04N
062º57–063º10W
Comment: New ‘coastal islands’ group of a
split sovereignty island. These islands now
qualify from being shown and named on
Google Earth in the same way that the
coastal islands of St Martin (FS) count for
NA-199. No known previous amateur radio
activity.
A NA-248P VE8, VY0 NWT (Melville Island)
group, Canada (=Borden, Brock, Eglinton,
Emerald, Mackenzie King, Melville, Prince
Patrick) 74º20–78º50N 105º00–123º30W
This leaves NA-009 as follows:
NA-009 VY0 Nunavut (Devon Island)
group, Canada (=Baillie-Hamilton,
Bathurst, Byam Martin, Cameron, Coburg,
Cornwall, Cornwallis, Devon, Graham,
Grosvenor, Lougheed) 74º24–77º51N
079º00–106º10W

Comment: The very large territorial/sea
area covered by NA-009, Nunavut (Parry
Islands) is divided administratively between
NWT and Nunavut by straight line coordinates (in some cases across an island).
Following practice elsewhere, these islands
are now split into two IOTA groups. Devon
and Melville Islands, the largest islands in
each, are among the next largest “large
islands” in size after others that have been
given separate numbers because of size.
Some previous amateur radio activity from
NA-248P.
OC-296P T8 Tobi and Helen Islands, Palau
(=Helen, Tobi) 02º40–03º10N 131º00–
132º00E
Comment: New ‘remote island’ group. No
known previous amateur radio activity.
These two islands have been deleted from
OC-248 which has been renamed ‘Sonsorol
Islands group’. The ‘co-ordinates boxes’ of
both groups have been amended.
The following group is already listed in the
IOTA Directory but with the comment “no
qualifying islands identified yet” and
without a number – this is now being
rectified:
SA-100P CE1 Arica and
Parinacota/Tarapaca Region group, Chile
(=Pajaros Isls) 18º23–21º29S 070º02–
070º26W
Comment: These islets were not previously
shown on a 1:1,000,000 scale map but now
qualify from being shown and named on
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Google Earth. No known previous amateur
radio activity.
Update of data in IOTA DIRECTORY (2014
edition)
IOTA reference numbers issued:
AS-200 JA5 Shikoku’s Coastal Islands
(Japan)
AS-201 TA
(Turkey)

Sea of Marmara Islands

Operations which have provided
acceptable validation material
AF-032 5H1NE Zanzibar Island
(July/August 2014)
AS-200 Accepted on the basis of activity by
several JA5 stations
AS-201 TA0/DF8DX Buyukada Island,
Prince Islands (July 2014)
OC-122 YB4IR/5 Tambelan Besar Island,
Tambelan Islands (August 2014)
OC-122 YF1AR/5 Tambelan Besar Island,
Tambelan Islands (July/August 2014)
This list can include operations where
validation material was volunteered,
i.e. not specifically required for credit to be
given. In all cases, cards
now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards.
This means that the island name should be
printed on the card.
73 Roger, G3KMA

GB2NZ and 2SZ
Celebrating the dawn of mass global communication

At the turn of the last century, radio
communication was in its infancy. The
properties of "Hertzian Waves" – what we
now call radio waves - were only just
beginning to be understood.
Starting with Marconi, the use of a crude
form of radio communication began to
evolve. The development of the thermionic
valve then opened up opportunities both in
radio transmitter and receiver design.
However, the ‘conventional wisdom’
remained that the longer wavelengths of
radio signals (as used by Marconi) were
those most suited to long-distance radio
communication.
In that age of technical discovery, many
every-day people experimented with radio.
These people were the early radio
amateurs and their work was at first largely
unregulated. When it became clear that
radio amateurs could cause interference to
the emerging commercial radio circuits, the
decision was made to restrict their
experiments to wavelengths shorter than
200m – corresponding to a frequency of 1.5
MHz and above, as it was felt that such
frequencies were worthless for longdistance communication.
And so radio amateurs began to
experiment at these ‘short waves’.
It wasn’t long before they began to realise
that, far from being worthless frequencies,
they in fact held the key to low power long
distance communication.
In 1923, tests were conducted to span the
Atlantic with radio. Then, in 1924, as both
transmitter power and receiver sensitivity
improved, the dream was to span the globe
by radio. After some false starts, on 18
October 1924, two-way communication
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was finally established between Frank Bell,
call sign 4AA, a sheep farmer in South
Island New Zealand, and Cecil Goyder,
callsign 2SZ, a former pupil of Mill Hill
School, operating from the School in North
London.
The world had been shrunk, and things
would never be the same again.
To commemorate the 90th anniversary of
this historic contact made by Goyder and
Bell, radio amateurs in the UK and New
Zealand will be operating a number of
special event stations.
GB2NZ will be operated from 20 September
to 18 October 2014 from a number of UK
locations and all bands from 10m to 160m.
The unique callsign 2SZ will be aired from
11-18 October from Mill Hill School. The UK
spectrum regulator Ofom has agreed to
issue this special callsign for the anniversary
week, and the radio waves can be expected
to be buzzing with stations seeking to
contact this rare call.
A special station, using the call ZL4AA, will
also be operating from Shag Valley in South
Island, New Zealand, from 11-18 October
2014. At Mill Hill School and Shag Valley,
amateurs will recreate the first Goyder/Bell
contact, hopefully on a wavelength close to
that used in 1924.
Radio amateurs in New Zealand will
continue to operate ZM90DX on all bands.
Pupils at Mill Hill will be able to visit the
radio station, speak to the operators, and
even speak over the air. Displays will be
situated around the School giving more
information about the history and
technologies involved, so that the whole
event will be a real learning experience for
the School’s pupils. Whilst the station won’t

be open to the public, on 18 October 2014
there will be a live webcam at the School
covering the communications and
celebrations.
Members of the Radio Society of Great
Britain (RSGB), which is the national society
for amateur radio in the UK, will be
providing the station at Mill Hill School and
much of the supporting documentation.
The School will be using the facility
provided by the RSGB as an interactive
learning tool for the pupils.
Don Beattie, Vice President, RSGB
commented: “This was a significant
milestone in the development of global

communications. I am delighted that the
RSGB is able to help Mill Hill School
celebrate this anniversary, and share with
its pupils and the amateur radio world the
historic nature of this event.”
More information is available at
www.gb2nz.com, where you can also find a
fascinating sound clip recalling this first
contact.
[Editor’s note: Several CDXC members will
be involved with the GB2NZ and 2SZ
operations, but more help would always be
useful. If you would like to get involved
please contact Dave, G4BUO at:
Dave@G4BUO.com]

Unseizing bolts in Aluminium
Geoff Dover, G4AFJ
[Editor’s note: A recent post on the CDXC Reflector asked how to unseize a stainless steel bolt
that had ‘joined’ with the aluminium around it – forming a white power that meant the bolt
was solid. I thought this answer worthy of sharing with all of the members]
Unseizing Bolts
To unseize the bolts, moderately heat the
bolts from a butane blow lamp - note the
low melting point of aluminium! Take care
if you use a butane-propane mix as it
will get hot enough to melt the aluminium.
When cooled sufficiently (i.e. the lubricant
doesn't burn off but it is still hot enough to
draw the fluid into the joint) spray with
WD40 or a penetrating oil
containing graphite. Diesel is a good
substitute for penetrating oil. If it doesn't
release, repeat. Use a properly fitting
socket or ring spanner to attempt the
untightening!
A compressed air nut wrench can be
invaluable in these circumstances but care
34

is needed to avoid stripping/shearing the
bolt/nut and making matters worse!
If the component is small enough and/or
you have a large enough container boil it in
oil!
I have never tried dissolving the aluminium
oxide but it could be done if you have some
concentrated caustic soda solution (sodium
hydroxide) but that is probably best left to
a chemist who knows the dangers of it – it
dissolves skin, rubber, etc.! Wear plastic
gloves and goggles! It will also dissolve the
aluminium making hydrogen so perhaps go
in for a balloon vertical!

Prevention
Always grease stainless steel threads to
prevent seizure. Graphite grease
(e.g. Castrol Brake grease) is recommended
because when the grease dries out
the graphite remains still providing
lubrication. Grease containing calcium is
used by the boating fraternity but I’ve
never tried that and I see from a Google
search that grease containing calcium &
graphite is available.
For aluminium to aluminium joints use the
aluminium grease stuff as used by power
line engineers or the various formulations
such as Penetrox, Noalox.
Never use copper ease due to corrosion.
Also, do not use solder tags made of brass

in contact with aluminium unless they are
well tinned. Never use exhaust pipe clamps
and saddles as they tend to be
cadmium plated and corrode nicely.
Professional riggers tend to use heavy duty
galvanised hardware as steel has greater
tensile strength than stainless steel. If using
stainless steel do not tighten excessively to
avoid seizure and breakage. Also lubricate
them as you would for other threads. Use
an additional nut as a locknut, a Nyloc nut,
internal or external serrated washers. All of
these are available on the internet.
In future remember any sort of lubrication
on the thread is better than none at all! A
stitch in time saves nine

Any changes to your CDXC membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your


Postal address?



E-mail address?



Telephone number?

With a bit of hassle we can usually track these down, but it takes time.
So please advise Secretary Tony/G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of any such changes. He will
also advise you of any new passwords to access CMIS.
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E-mails to the Editor
From Jim, G3VDB
Neville, Trish (Chris),
Following our weekend in your beautiful
part of the country, I wanted to thank you,
Neville and Trish, for once more opening
your house for the CDXC AGM and summer
social. Again, with the help of the team of
"chefing assistants" the buffet had every
possibility of beautifully presented food; it
was too tempting to go back for seconds (as
a minimum!) to be sure I had not missed
anything.
And thanks to the committee for putting
together a superb range of raffle prizes. As
it got to the end, with not a nibble or a near
miss, I was concerned that I might be taking
home that dust pan and brush!! I was sure
the ticket drawn for the star prize was not
the colour I was holding. Luckily, I had seen
the wrong colour!
I really must thank Yaesu UK for their
continued generosity in supporting CDXC
the way they do each year, particularly in
view of my great good fortune this year in
carrying off the "star" prize FT450D. In
previous years, I think Paul from Yaesu has
been present; if the Yaesu manager was
present this year, I regret I was so
overcome with excitement that I failed to
acknowledge the company's generosity at
the time. Please ensure my grateful thanks
are passed on to the appropriate people
next time you are in contact with them

As a user of an FT1000 Mk V since shortly
after I returned to the hobby in 2007, I shall
enjoy trying out the new rig to see how
more modern technology compares. The
availability of a 6m rig on the desk will be a
great addition to the station.
As you may know, I have now made six trips
to the Maldives as 8Q7EJ, with varying
degrees of success, partly dictated by
antenna limitations and by an ever
increasing electrical noise level in the
resort(s). I have at times questioned the
quality of the receiver in "my other rig" as I
struggle with an antipodal or JA pile up and
try to dig the "little fellows" out of the
mire.
Should I be fortunate enough to go next
year, it will be the FT450D that goes with
me, to see how it compares with my other
travel rig. The built in tuner saves carrying a
separate tuner and cables. I really am
looking forward to that!
Once again thanks to the committee for all
their hard work on our behalf.
Now I am looking forward to learning the
location of the next FSDXA DXpedition :-))
Finally, may I wish Neville and Trish all the
best in their new home(s) where-ever that
is and when-ever the move occurs.
Regards
Jim Evans
G3VDB

Please send e-mails to the Editor to ed@cdxc.org.uk
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No Minimum Quantities
and

Discount Given for
BULK ORDERS
SWEATSHIRTS (Polycotton Raglan Sleeve)

RUGBY SHIRTS

S, M, L, XL, XXL

£22.00

3XL*, 4XL*

£23.00

Colours: Black, Royal*, Navy*, Light Oxford Grey, Sky,
Bottle Green*, Red, Burgundy, Jade, Purple.

(Quartered / Striped)

Available, please ask.
'V' OR CREW NECK PULLOVER (Lambswool)
S, M, L, XL, XXL

£42.00

Colours: Black, Navy, Wine, Bottle Green.

ADULT HOODIE
S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL

£23.00

Colours: Navy, Royal, Black, Red, Bottle, Fuchsia, Purple,
Burgundy, Yellow, & 40 more.

FLEECE BODY WARMER
XS*, S, M, L, XL, XXL

£22.00

Colours: Black, Navy*, Bottle, Red, Royal

POLO SHIRTS (Polycotton)

BODY WARMER

XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL £14.00

S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL, 4XL*

Colours: Black, Navy, Royal, White, Red, Bottle, Grey,
Burgundy, Sky, Emerald.

Colours: Black*, Navy*, Green.

£29.00

SOFTSHELL BODYWARMERS
POLO SHIRTS (100% Cotton)
S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL*

XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL
£17.00

£38.00

Colours: Black, Navy, Royal, Red, Dark Grey, Cactus Green

Colours: Black*, Navy*, Royal*, White*, Red*, Bottle*,
Grey*, Burgundy, Purple, Yellow, Sky, Fuchsia & more.

FLEECE JACKETS
'T' SHIRTS HEAVYWEIGHT

XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL*

(100% Cotton)

S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL*, 4XL*

£16.00

£27.00

Colours: Black*, Navy*, Red, Natural, Royal, Bottle, Dark
Grey, Burgundy, Orange.

Colours: Black*, Bottle*, Royal*, Navy*, Sky*, White*,
Gold*, Red, Grey, Orange, Burgundy, Jade, Yellow.

SOFTSHELL JACKET
XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL*, 4XL*

RUGBY SHIRTS FR1 (Plain 100% Cotton)
S, M, L, XL £25.00 XXL

£26.00

3XL*

£28.00

Colours: Black*, White*, Navy*, Red, Burgundy, Bottle
Green, Royal, Gold, Emerald, Sky, Purple, Airforce Blue,
Orange, Chocolate, Light Pink, Grey, Olive, Sapphire,
Fuchsia.

£45.00

Colours: Black*, Navy*, Royal, Red*, Dark Grey*, Cactus
Green.

DOVER JACKET (Waterproof, Polyester, Fleece Lined)
34", 36", S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL, 4XL* £40.00
Colours: Navy*, Black*, Royal, Bottle, Red, Grey, Orange.
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HARRIS JACKET (Waterproof, Peach Finish Fleece Lined)
S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL

£45.00

Colours: Navy, Black.

CHILDRENS RUGBY SHIRTS

(Plain 100% Cotton)

26", 28", 30", 32"

OVERALLS
36" to 54"

Colours: White, Red, Burgundy, Navy, Royal, Sky, Bottle
Green, Jade, Purple, Yellow, Gold, Black, Light Oxford Grey.

£20.00

Colours: Bottle, Navy, Royal, Red, Fuchsia Pink, Black.

56" to 60"*

£28.00

Colours: Black, Bottle, Navy*, Royal*, Red.

CHILDRENS FLEECE JACKET

SHOW/WAREHOUSE COATS (Poly/Cotton, Knee length)
XS*, S, M, L, XL, XXL
Colours: White*

£21.00

Colours: Royal, Green, Navy.

£25.00

3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 years

Colours: Burgundy, Black, Royal, Oxford Grey, Bottle, Navy,
Red.

CHILDRENS DOVER JACKET
5, 7, 9, 11, 32"

TIES (Polyester)

£13.00

£22.00

£30.00

Colours: Black, Navy, Red, Royal, Burgundy, Bottle.

Colours: Black, Bottle, Burgundy, Navy, Royal, Red.

CHILDRENS SOFTSHELL JACKET
CAPS & BEANIES*

£12.00

Colours: White*, Black*, Red*, Royal*, Navy*, Bottle*,
Purple*, Yellow*, Fuschia*, Sky*, Burgundy*, Bottle/Beige,
Navy/Red, Navy/Beige.

3, 5, 7, 9, 11 years

£30.00

Colours: Black, Navy, Red.

CHILDRENS FLEECE BODYWARMER
CHILDRENS SWEATSHIRTS (Polycotton Raglan Sleeve)

3, 5, 7, 9 years

£17.00

1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 years

11 years

£21.00

£17.00

Colours: Black, Royal, Navy, Light Oxford Grey, Sky, Bottle
Green, Red, Burgundy, Jade, Purple.

Colours: Navy, Red.

CHILDRENS OVERALLS
CHILDRENS HOODIE
1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12 years

22" to 34"
£18.00

£16.00

Colours: Royal, Navy, Red, Camouflage.

Colours: Navy, Royal, Black, Red, Bottle, Fuchsia, Purple,
Burgundy, Yellow, & 16 more.

SADDLECLOTHS
Full or Pony / Cob

CHILDRENS POLO SHIRTS
1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 years

£12.00

Colours: White, Black, Navy, Red, Royal, Green, Brown,
Sky, Burgundy, Purple, Lilac, Yellow, Grey, Pink.

Visit www.aquarianembroidery.co.uk for more garments.
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£25.00

Prices include a stock logo up to 8000 stitches, one line of
text and VAT.
Additional lines are charged at £3.00

BRIAN FINDLETON & DEBORAH KENWARD
QUARRY HILL COTTAGE
JUSTINHAUGH
By FORFAR
ANGUS
DD8 3TQ
Phone: 01307 860350
Fax:
01307 860350
www.aquarianembroidery.co.uk
e-mail: aquarian@tdlmail.co.uk
find us on

ITEM

COLOUR

Discounts available for Bulk Orders.
Schools, Clubs, Businesses supplied.
Your own logo can be set up. Please ask for details.
We will gladly embroider your own garment or supply sews
on badges.
If you require a garment that is not on our list (e.g. shirts,
sportswear etc.) please ask and we will quote a price.
Hi-Viz, Printing & Promotional items available Personalised
smartphone and tablet covers. Please see website for details

QTY

SIZE

PRICE

DELIVERY
Usually within 2
weeks depending
on stock
availability
POST & PACKING
£3.00 for first
item and £1.50
for each
additional item.
Maximum £12.00

Logo required:
CDXC
Name/Text:

Extra Text @
£3/line
Sub-total
Post & Packing

Bodywarmers,
Jackets, Overalls,
Showcoats £5.00
each.

Order Total

Caps, Beanies
and Ties £1.00

Payment must be sent with order. Please make cheques payable to Aquarian
NAME:
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:
TELEPHONE NUMBER:
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New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instructions
To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address: ……………………….…………………………………………………….

Postcode:

……………………….…………………………………………………….
……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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How to Complete the CDXC Standing Order Request Form
(updated 17 September 2013)
1. The form should be addressed to your own Bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN after ‘reference'. This is very important as it is the way your
subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the appropriate subscription amounts (£18.00 is the current subscription for UK
members; or £24.00 for those living overseas).
4. The form has been pre-filled with "… 1st July next” and on “… each 1st July thereafter".
1st July is the common subscription renewal date for all CDXC members.
5. Enter your account details after 'Name of account to be debited' and your account
number.
6. Complete the lower part of the form with your name, address and the date. Don't
forget to sign it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE BANK BRANCH WHICH
LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. Please inform the CDXC Treasurer (treas@CDXC.org.uk) that you have set up a Standing
Order. The Treasurer will update your Membership type in the Membership System and
you will not then receive reminders prior to 1st July unless subsequently your
remittance is not received.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made to ensure
that your bank is executing the order correctly.
Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by Standing Order!
On-Line Banking
If you use On-Line Banking then you can make a transfer directly to CDXC or use these same
details to set up a Standing Order Recurring Payment:
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Sort-Code:

60-60-02

Account:

44532385

Account Name:

CDXC

Reference:

Enter your callsign

Bank:

NatWest - Kingston-upon-Thames Branch

