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We take ALMOST anything in in part
exchange for a brand new
Icom IC-7100 - why not give us a call?
We had to turn down G3SED’s
phonograph on the left though!

Cable Specialists

BRAND
NEW!

DX-SR8 HF Transceiver

Icom IC7100

- with QRP output facility!
• 1.8-30MHz All Mode Transceiver
• Power up to 100 Watts
• Special QRP 0.1-2 Watts output feature
• Optional 5 MHz coverage

• All bands HF+6m+VHF+UHF(+4m)
• IF DSP filtering / noise reduction
• Touch screen display panel
• All modes (SSB, CW, AM, FM, RTTY
decode) and D-STAR DV

£599

£1249.95

DX-R8E ....Communications RX..................£549.00
DJ-X11 .....All Mode Handheld Scanner......£339.00
DJ-G7.......Tri-Band VHF/UHF Handheld......£299.95
DR-635E ..Dualband VHF/UHF Mobile........£299.95
DR-435E ..Mk3 UHF Mobile Transceiver .....£199.95
DR-135E ..Mk3 VHF Mobile Transceiver .....£189.95
DJ-X30E ...1000 Channel H/held Scanner...£189.00

IC-7600 ...DSP HF/6m Base.. ........................£2999
IC-R8500.Comms Receiver....SPECIAL PRICE ...£1399
IC-9100 ...HF/VHF/UHF Base ........................£2899
IC-7100 ...Touch Screen Multiband Mobile ...£1249.95
IC-7410 ...HF/6m All Mode Base ..................£1499
IC-7700 ...Competition Class 200W HF/6m ..£5995
IC-7800 ...Elite Class 200W HF/6m ..............£8449

200W

IN
STOCK!

Kenwood TS-480HX
• 10-200W
• Output 1.8-30MHz / 10-100w (6m)
• All modes: AM/FM/CW/LSB/USB/DATA
• Quick release front panel for easy install

£879.95
TS-990........200W HF/6m.............................£6595
TS2000XE ...Multiband Base HF-23cms All Modes..£1699
TS-590S ......100W HF/6m Base + DSP/ATU.....£1199
TS-480HXE .200W HF/6m Mobile ...................£879
TM-V71E ....VHF/UHF Mob Twinbander/Echolink.£299
MC60A .......Deluxe Desktop Microphone ........£120
HS-5 Headphones....£52 HS-6 Headphones ....£35

DAIWA - Quality Meters
save
£10

CN-801HP
Top of the
range quality
meter with
large display
• 1.8-200MHz
• 20/200/2kW

CN101L .....1.8-150MHz ....................£99.99 £79.99
CN103LN...SWR/PWR 140-525MHz..N Type ..£79.99
CN801VN ..SWR/PWR 140-525MHz..N Type ..£99.99
CS201A .....2 Way Ant Switch..SO239 Type.....£24.95
CS201G11.2 Way Ant Switch N Type..............£29.95

SPECIAL £129.95 £119.95

NEW! FTDX1200

Rugged 100W Output Power Transceiver
• 100W HF/6m Base Transceiver
• TX Coverage 160-6m
• RX Coverage 30kHz-56MHz
• Full Colour TFT Display Panel
WAS

£1578.95 £1499.95

FT-DX3000 ..HF/6m Base Transceiver ...............£2399
FT-950..HF/6m.................. WAS £1199.95 £1099.95
FT-897D ......HF/VHF/UHF All Modes Portable ....£749
FT-857D ......HF/VHF/UHF All Modes Mobile ......£699
FT-450D ......HF/6m 100W Base/Portable...........£849
FT-817ND ....Low Power All Mode Portable........£549
FT-7900E.....Dualband VHF/UHF Mobile ............£249

NEVADA Power Supplies
Nevada PSW-50

40-50 Amp Switch
Mode Supply
• Input Voltage: 240V
• Output Voltage 9-15V DC Adjustable
• Current Limiting & Short Circuit Protection
• Large Meter Shows Volts/Amps status

£139.95 £125.95
PS-40M ..35-40A Linear Supply .....£129.95 £116.95
PS-30M ..25-30A Linear Supply .....................£99.95
PS-30......25-30A Switch Mode Supply .£89.95 £79.95
PS-30H ...25-30A Switch Mode Supply £79.95 £69.95
PSW-07 ..Switch Mode Supply ...........£29.95 £26.95
PSW-04 ..Switch Mode Supply ...........£24.95 £22.95

Ecoflex 15 Plus
Price per metre ....................................£5.99
Ecoflex 15
Price per metre ....................................£4.99
PL259 connector (Part: 7350................£8.95
N type connector (Part: 7395) ..............£9.95
Ecoflex 10
100 metre drum ...................................£259
Price per metre ....................................£2.89
PL259 connector (part: 7378) ..............£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367) ..............£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)..........£6.50
Aircell 7
100 metre drum ...................................£179
Price per metre ....................................£1.99
PL259 connector (part: 7390) ..............£2.65
N type connector (part: 7392) ..............£5.25
BNC type connector (part: 7391)..........£5.25
Aircell 5
100 metre drum ...................................£125
Price per metre ....................................£1.39
PL259 connector (part: 7760) ..............£2.25
N type connector (part: 7700) ..............£3.95
BNC type connector (part: 7720)..........£3.25
Aircom Plus
100 metre drum ...................................£328
Price per metre ....................................£3.65
PL259 connector (part: 7378) ..............£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367) ..............£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)..........£6.50
100m Drums
Westflex 103.......Ultra Low Loss......£139.95
RG-213U.............Mil Spec ...............£116.00
RG-213TM .............Economy Version ....£99.00
RG-Mini 8 ...........(Super XX)..............£59.95
RG58/CU.............Mil Spec .................£39.95
RG58U ................Economy Black .......£24.95
450 Ohm.............Twin Feeder............£89.00
300 Ohm.............Twin feeder ............£76.50
Flexweave ...........Antenna Wire .........£49.95
Coated Flexweave ..Antenna Wire .........£59.95

Mil Spec Kevlar Antenna Wire
Very strong, ultra light
weight, green colour, as
used by the military
100m drum..................£89.95
Per metre .......................£0.99

MUCH MORE ON OUR WEBSITE, WELL WORTH A VISIT

www.nevadaradio.co.uk

023 9231 3090
Unit 1 Fitzherbert Spur Portsmouth PO6 1TT
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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
But what of this 60th Digest of mine, as it
were? Well, as always, simply turn to Page
1 for a rough idea of what’s in there this
time round. DXpedition-wise we kick off
with Sigi, DL7DF, and his article about
H44G and H4ØT. A highly popular amateur
radio destination, the Solomons, or so it
would seem. A bit like P29-land next door.

I suppose that some of you might regard 60
CDXC Digests edited by Yours Truly as
cause for celebration – others perhaps less
so. But that’s what it is: 10 years since I
took over from Don, G3XTT, back in
November 1992. At the time I remember
asking Don how much time he spent in
putting yer average Digest together. To
which he replied “Four days”. And I
suppose that’s about right, although it’s
virtually impossible to quantify these things.
I hasten to add that it’s not ‘four days’ as in
one continuous 96-hour period and that I do
manage to get some sleep in between.

This is followed by Keith, G3TTC, telling
us all about his two-month ‘Scandinavia
IOTA Holiday’. Great stuff! At which point
I do confess my considerable delight (as
someone who did Scandinavian Studies as
his subsidiary subject at university...) at
reading through this one and including the
respective Scandinavian accents where
appropriate. You know: ‘Ø’, ‘Ö’, ‘æ’... that
sort of thing. Keith also takes us to the
Lofoten Islands and the town of Å which, he
says, “must be Norway’s answer to Wales’
Llanfair PG”. Yes, ‘Å’, that’s it. As opposed
to:

So it’s 10 years as Digest Editor. Surely
high time somebody else took over? Indeed
recently I mentioned this to President
Neville - but he completely ignored this one,
dammit, and went on to talk about
something else. So I’m afraid you’re
lumbered with me for a wee bit longer.
Sixty Digests also means 60 Digest
Crosswords. Yes, I know: the Marmite
Syndrome. You either love ‘em or you can’t
relate to ‘em at all. But at least they’re there
if you do want to have a go. And I suppose
it’s a similar sort of thing with the slightly
less regular ‘Not the GB2RS News’.

'Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwll
llantysiliogogogoch’
Now repeat after me:
“Llanfairpwll…”

Anyway, in July Jane and I were in Cyprus:
an increasingly popular destination with
some members of the CDXC Committee.
And here it’s thanks to Alan, 5B4AHJ, and
Beryl for organising a most enjoyable
evening with some of the local 5B4s and
their ‘other halves’ at a truly excellent
restaurant in the well-known vine-growing
area of Kathikas (“Hic!”), up in the hills
near Paphos. It’s thanks too to John,
5B4AHK, and Jaye for picking us up at our
hotel and taking us there. On hand too were
Bob, 5B4AGN, and Karen – together with
Dave, 5B4AJT, and Chris. A very
hospitable bunch, these 5B4s!

And on that Welsh note that’s about it for
now. Except to say that the other day I
received my first new-style IRC in the post,
valid until the end of 2017. Yes, I can’t wait
for my next trip to a post office where they
don’t know me quite so well - and the
seemingly inevitable “Ooh, I haven’t seen
one of them before. I don’t know whether
we take those...” It’ll also be interesting to
see whether the UK PO will accept any
form of IRC beyond the end of this year.
73 Martyn, G3RFX
www.g3rfx.co.uk
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
It was great to see so many of you at the
AGM and Summer Social. On a warm
sunny day, Neville and Trish’s QTH looked
at its best - and who could fault their
hospitality! The minutes of the AGM are on
the website and as I said at the time, on
behalf of the entire Committee, thank you
for putting your trust in us for another year.

because the skills needed at the DXpedition
end are very similar to those of a good
contester. You need to be able to run at high
speed, get full callsigns first time, keep the
rhythm and above all be accurate. Oh, and
be able to sit in a chair for hours on end!
The DXpeditions coming up which have
CDXC sponsorship are: Wake Island
(K9W), Banaba (T33A), Juan Fernandez Is.
(XR0ZR), American Samoa (N8A) and
Bangladesh (S21-TBD). These are all in the
October / November time frame and as there
are at least four other DXpeditions to less
rare DXCCs which will be active, the bands
should be busy.

By the time you read this the HF Challenge
will be in full swing and I hope the bands
will be cooperating with the propagation
necessary to rack up a big score. The HF
Challenge has yet to be won by a UK-based
station, although there have been UK
runners-up and individual band winners.
Maybe 2013 will see a different pattern?

It will not have slipped your notice that
Cycle 24 is not proving to be one of our
best. It looks to be the worst in 100 years –
and that means the worst since radio
experimentation began in earnest. There are
reports from NASA of an impending solar
magnetic field flip due to occur ‘in the next
few months. This is the event that marks the
peak of the 11-year solar cycle – or in other
words it’s all downhill from here for the HF
bands! While that is not a particularly
exciting thought, I am encouraged by the
march of technology that allows us to dig
out weaker and weaker signals. Indeed, I
suspect for many of us it will not be the lack
of sunspots that is our biggest worry, but the
rising suburban noise floor.

And while on the subject of Challenges, we
announced at the AGM the CDXC DX
Marathon Challenge – a year-long DX
chase. Full details appear elsewhere in this
Digest and it should provide some
interesting tactics and hopefully encourage
us all to get on the air more often.
Talking of our Challenges leads me neatly
to the upcoming HF contest season with the
two biggest contests of the year: CQWW
CW & Phone; please put CDXC as your
‘club’, it helps raise our profile. And on the
subject of contests, we are still looking for
someone to write a Contest Column for the
Digest. With so many contesters among our
members it is disappointing that no one has
come forward to write one or two pages of
‘contest interest’ every other month. Please
have a chat with our Editor if you feel you
can help, or have an idea of a suitable
candidate – Martyn will be most grateful.
[Indeed. Ed.]

I will be at the Newark Hamfest and the
RSGB Convention and hope to meet many
of you there. In the meantime, good luck
with the HF Challenge and your DX
chasing.
73 and Good DX Chris, G3SVL

I’m sure there will be many contesters in the
DXpedition teams that will be out there in
the last quarter of this year. I say this
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
friend Mark (and my apologies are
hopefully accepted). I must have been
carried away with my constantly filled
glass of wine and wasn’t attending to my
duties!

Many thanks to all of you who wrote to
Trish and I following the Summer Social
here at Lower Withers Barns. We were
delighted that the day went so well and that
the weather was just right for us. Trish and I
much enjoyed the day too and meeting our
100 guests.

Thank you also for my beautiful roses –
they live just outside Neville’s radio room
and flourish each year. Thank you also to
Nobby for the flowers. You are so kind. I
hope that you all enjoyed the day as much
as I did and hopefully I will see you all
again very soon.

Trish writes:
Well – another BBQ over for another
year. It was great seeing all of you again
and I think that I did say we may be able
to squeeze another one in next year if
that’s what you guys would like! I have so
many big thank-yous to say to lots of
people including Rachael, Julie, Jane and
Glenys and all those un-named helpers
who kept me away from the sink. It was
unusual for me not to be helping my dear
FT-450D transceiver (First prize)
18/24 MHz 3+3 Yagi
TH-F7ET dual-band portable
Nevada solar weather station
MyDEL RF spectrum analyser
Vouchers for ropes
Elecraft XG3 signal source
Daily DX subscriptions
Various books

Love Trish xx

A big thank you too to all those, including
many members, who donated raffle prizes.
The main prizes/donors are listed below:

Yaesu UK
InnovAntennas
Kenwood
Nevada
ML&S
Mastrant
Waters & Stanton
The Daily DX
RSGB

The winning ‘Top 3’ were as follows:

Paul Bigwood, G3WYW
Justin Johnson, G0KSC
David Wilkins, G5HY
Mike Devereux, G3SED
Martin Lynch, G4HKS
Martin Huml, OL5Y/OK1FUA
Peter Waters, G3OJV
Bernie McClenny, W3UR
Mark Allgar, M1MPA

the CDXC website, our thanks to Hilary
G4JKS as Official Photographer.

FT-450D transceiver
G4FAD
18/24 MHz 3+3 Yagi
G4TSH
TH-F7ET dual-band portable G3KMA

Marketing
In the July Digest I wrote about our current
project mining the publically available logs
from the K3LR, KC1XX and W3LPL
CQWW logs of 2011 and 2012. We are
making good progress with this initiative
and have now identified around 270
amateurs, non-members having a significant
number of QSOs in these logs. Another
major exercise to look up addresses and e-

There was a small surplus of £50 on the
BBQ and the raffle raised £1,410, so our
funds increased by a total of £1,460, a most
valuable addition to the DXpedition Fund.
Thanks to all who contributed so
generously. The photos of the Social are on
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mails on QRZ.com is well underway.
Inevitably, there are many incomplete
entries, but I anticipate ending up mailing
around 175 to 200 potential members with
full addresses.

Michael has already started work on finding
the calls of UK stations on publically
available DX archives. The speed with
which he has produced data has been
fantastic; those computers must indeed be
very powerful. I have also asked Michael to
see whether he can automate the process of
looking up addresses and e-mails as this is
quite a chore.

Members may remember my appeal for help
in the marketing field. I am delighted to
report that Michael/DG1CMZ offered help
and is already working on further projects. I
know Michael well as he was with us on the
T32C DXpedition. He is quite a whiz and is
studying for his PhD at the FriedrichSchiller-Universität in Jena. Michael wrote:

The Club Initiative continues and we hope
to have the presentation on CDXC available
soon. Listed below are the clubs that we
would like to approach, as we believe that
there may be HF enthusiasts in these clubs
who are not CDXC members. The clubs
marked with an asterisk are those where we
need to find CDXC members who may be
able to assist us. If anyone can help, please
contact me. (We know of CDXC members
in the clubs not marked with an asterisk.)
Also, if any member is involved with a club
not shown below that has a number of HF
enthusiasts, please also drop me a note.

If you need any support on numerics/coding
of algorithms to cope with data flood, please
let me know. In physics we deal a lot with
these things and I have plenty of
computation
power,
software
and
knowledge on hand to support you on that
matter. In the past I also programmed a bit
on web data collection etc., ie digging deep
into internet sources to acquire relevant
information automatically.
*Addiscombe
*Blackwood
*Bolton
Bracknell
Bristol RSGB Group
Cambridge University
Cheltenham
Colchester
Cray Valley
*De Montfort
*Derby
*Dragon

Echelford
*Grimsby
*Horsham
Lichfield
*Lincoln
Milton Keynes
Newbury
Norfolk
*Nunsfield House
Reading
Sheffield
Shefford

*Spalding
Stevenage
*Stockport
*Stratford upon Avon
*Sutton & Cheam
Swindon
Torbay
*Trowbridge
Verulam
Warrington
*Wythall

Thanks to Geoff/G4FKA for his work on
these initiatives.

missed it for many years - as we have a
clash with a family wedding.

I will be at Newark with other members of
the CDXC team. Martin Lynch has yet
again agreed that we can perch on the end of
his stand – thanks, Martin. Do call in and
say hello – we will have a big surprise on
the stand. If you know of any potential
members do bring them along so that we
can sign them up. I will not be at the RSGB
Convention this year – the first time I have

Here’s looking forward to seeing many of
you at Newark and thanks again for your
very kind notes.
73
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Minutes of 2013 CDXC AGM
Held on 20 July 2013 at 1200

Lower Withers Barns, Middleton on the Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire
(QTH of G3NUG)
Members present (69):
2E0SSL, 5B4AGX/G4PFF, DG1CMZ, G0HXN, G0KSC, G0MRH, G0OPB, G0RQF, G0VDZ,
G0VJG, G1HWP, G3BJ, G3KAF, G3KHZ, G3KMA, G3LAS, G3LHJ, G3NUG, G3PLP,
G3PQA, G3RFX, G3RKF, G3RWF, G3SJH, G3SJJ, G3SVL, G3TXF, G3UJE, G3UML,
G3USR, G3VDB, G3WGV, G3WMX, G3WPH, G3WYW, G3XRJ, G3XTT, G3YJQ, G3ZAY,
G3ZFC, G4DCI, G4EVK, G4FAD, G4FKA, G4GMW, G4IUF, G4JKS, G4LDL, G4OCO,
G4PLY, G4TSH, G4XEE, G5HY, G6GLP, G6LQG, G6VMR, G7VJR, G8APB, GU4YOX,
GW4SKA, M0BCT, M0GHQ, M0OXO, M0PRL, M0PSK, M0URX, M0VAA, M0XIG,
VK4BUI
Welcome
Chris, G3SVL, CDXC Chairman, welcomed everyone to the AGM. Thanks were passed to
Neville and Trish for again hosting the event.
Apologies for absence (78):
2E0LMA, DK1II, DL7FV, EI7BA, G0AIX, G0BBV, G0DAY, G0DWV, G0ECJ, G0FWX,
G0HDB, G0NBI, G0PHY, G0THF, G0WKH, G1VDP, G2HDR, G3AKU, G3GHS, G3JNB,
G3LLK, G3LQP, G3LUW, G3LZQ, G3MAE, G3NHL, G3OFW, G3PJT, G3RZP, G3SED,
G3SJX, G3SVD, G3SVK, G3SXW, G3TTJ, G3UCQ, G3UEG, G3UMV, G3UNA, G3VAO,
G3VPW, G3WGN, G3WKL, G3ZRJ, G4AXX, G4BZP, G4CCZ, G4CGG, G4CMQ, G4DBW,
G4DDX, G4DRS, G4EJW, G4FAL, G4HKS, G4HZV, G4NQQ, G4RKO, G4VBI, G5LP,
G7BTA, GJ3LFJ, GM3OXX, GU0SUP, GW0RYT, GW3KGV, GW3RXD, GW4BLE,
GW8IQC, K6GFJ, KG4UVU, M0AUG, M0EHL, M0HEM, MD0CCE, MW0IDX, N6HC,
VP8NO
Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM held on 21 July 2012 were received. It was noted that G4CGG had
also sent his apologies but was not listed. With this amendment, acceptance was proposed by
G3BJ and seconded by G4IUF. The motion was AGREED by all present.
Matters arising
There were no matters arising.
Chairman’s Report
Chris, G3SVL presented his Chairman’s report. He said it had been another excellent year for
the Club. As the Secretary would explain, membership numbers were up and this had been due
7

to a marketing effort led by the President, ably supported by the Committee and with a greater
use of the CDXC Membership Information System (CMIS).
Chris commented that the Treasurer’s report will show a healthy financial position and that our
DXpedition funding continues to support those DXpeditions which meet our criteria. He said
that there will always be a level of judgement with some requests and that the expectations of
DXers with respect to funding are changing in some areas. It was pleasing to note that CDXC’s
views have been sought in policy debates by the major worldwide DX Foundations.
The Chairman complimented Martyn, G3RFX on the quality of the Digest. This year we have
seen the introduction of the occasional colour front cover, especially on the 200th edition. In
answer to a question, the cost of printing every front cover would be approximately an extra
£600 per annum. The Committee had decided that such funds could be better allocated to
DXpeditions and planned to produce two colour front covers per year. A suggestion was made
that the front cover could be sponsored and the Committee agreed to look into this. Chris
concluded by saying that the Digest was the most favourably commented on item in membership
feedback from new members. G3RFX received a round of applause from those present.
The CDXC Reflector was praised by the Chairman as being the ‘go to’ place for advice and
discussion. He thanked Mark, G4AXX and Dave, G3YMC for their role as moderators.
Chris reported on the work of our Awards Manager, Bob, MD0CCE who unfortunately was not
able to be with us. The HF and LF Challenges had been hotly contested and the awards would
be handed out after the AGM and at the RSGB Convention. He then announced a new CDXC
DX Marathon to run from 1st January to 31st December each year. Rules would be on the
website shortly and the first Marathon would start on 1st January 2014. Asked why it could not
run mid-year to mid-year, the Chairman referred to the ease of implementation within Club Log
if we used calendar years. Chris took the opportunity publicly to thank Michael, G7VJR for
Club Log’s support of CDXC’s DX Challenges.
Finally, Chris thanked his Committee for their hard work and enthusiasm during the year and
thanked Mike, G4PFF for his contributions, as he is standing down at this AGM. There is a need
for a replacement, preferably with book-keeping or accountancy expertise to assist the Treasurer
and we also would appreciate some help on marketing, but this latter post does not need to be a
Committee member.
Secretary’s Report
The business of CDXC is ongoing and is dealt with by your Committee on a daily basis as
required via e-mail and telephone. The more formal aspects are covered by Committee meetings
and there have been four during this year. The minutes of these meeting are now being put on
our website.
Membership numbers increased from 761 this time last year to 787 at 31 March this year. This
comprised 101 new members less 11 SKs and 64 who resigned or did not renew membership in
July 2012.
The secretary recognised the following members who had become SKs during the year: Sid,
ET3SID/G4CTQ; Peter, G2ART; John, G3BFP; David, G3FPQ; Bob, G3IQF; D. Garside,
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G3SSH; Bill, G3WNI; John, GW3JXN;
CDXC passes condolences to their families.

Alan, G4DZW;

Les, G4UKP; Paul,G0UZP.

The CDXC Flag was flown at both the National Hamfest at Newark and the RSGB Convention
at Horwood House - stand space at these was both courtesy of Martin Lynch - as well as a
nominal presence at the Newbury Rally.
The Annual Dinner at Wyboston took on a different format initially brought about by a change
of the venue at the hotel. As we had a whole area to ourselves we were able to introduce an
afternoon talk/discussion session. Although numbers were down slightly, feedback indicated
that it was a successful event and we have already received suggestions for possible future
afternoon discussion topics. It is therefore likely that we will pursue a similar format, but
feedback indicated we may need to look at a different menu.
Our membership system, CMIS, whilst still continuing to surprise us from time to time; is now
our main instrument of communication to members – together with the Digest of course. Hence
it is important that members keep their record information up to date – particularly e-mail
addresses – and this can be done by a member using the View Profile link on the Home Page or
by advising the Secretary. It was noted that every member at this meeting seems to have an email address that works OK.
Treasurer’s Report
The CDXC Club accounts comprise an Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st
March, 2013 and a Balance Sheet made up to that date. These accounts have been prepared by
the Honorary Treasurer, reviewed and approved by the CDXC Committee and signed off by the
Auditor.
The result for the year is an excess of Income over Expenditure of £ 1,082. The main changes
from the prior year are as follows:
1. Income items
a. Subscription Income is up 7%, broadly in line with increased membership;
b. Digest advertising has been buoyant (+ 20%) with several new advertisers;
and
c. The Summer Social raffle contributed substantially (+13% at £ 1,362).
2. Expenditure Items
a. Digest Costs are down year on year by £ 880, (-7.5%). Control of Digest
weight and new postage arrangements have both helped reduce mailing costs;
b. DXpedition Sponsorship was £ 864 less than the prior year.
3. Balance Sheet Items
a. ‘Other Creditors’ at 31st March, 2013 comprise largely March Digest costs
which were unpaid at 31st March;
b. The requirement for DX Sponsorship reserves was significantly reduced due
to there being just two pledges (totalling £ 450) outstanding at 31st Match,
2013 (2012 - four pledges totalling £ 1,300); and
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c. Accumulated Net Current Assets of £ 12,103 reflect a healthy financial
position and a continued sufficiency of working capital for the needs of the
Club.
Given the healthy state of the Club’s finances, subscriptions will be held at current levels for the
next year.
The motion to approve the accounts was proposed by G0OPB, seconded by G3WYW and
AGREED by all present.
Election of Committee
At this point the entire Committee resigned, as required by the Constitution. The Chair was
taken by Don, G3XTT.
With the exception of Mike, G4PFF who is standing down, the remainder of the Committee
offered themselves for re-election. The re-election of those Committee members was proposed
by GU4YOX and seconded by G3RWF, and they were ELECTED by all present. The
2013/2014 committee is thus:
President
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Digest Editor
Member
Member

G3NUG
G3SVL
G4LDL
G3USR
G3RFX
G4AXX (Reflector Moderator)
G4FKA

G3SVL thanked the members present for their continuing trust in the Committee and took the
chair for the remainder of the meeting.
Election of Auditor
The Honorary Auditor is Nigel Knapton, G1JKE and Nigel has indicated his willingness to
continue in Office for the next year. This was proposed by GU4YOX, seconded by G3KHZ and
AGREED by all present.
Any Other Business
Roger, G3KMA referred to the proposed Convention to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
IOTA programme to be held in July 2014.
There being no further AoBs, the Chairman closed the formal meeting at 1227 and presented
Trish Cheadle with a rose for her 'CDXC Rose Garden'.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

G3ZRJ

Tony Roskilly

Taunton

G7LFC

Derek Hughes

Ormskirk

HA5AO

Istvan Gaspar

Budapest

M0JME
M0PSK

Jamie Blundell
Chris Gibson

Fleetwood
Liverpool

NB3R

David Arwood

Allentown, PA

_____________________________________________________________________

CDXC News Service
News and updates are published through the CDXC News Service on our website
at www.cdxc.org.uk/news. Information about forthcoming DXpeditions, details of
members' trips as well as CDXC events or other announcements which are relevant to
CDXC members are widely publicised through this page. The News Service is also
monitored by certain DX newsletter services and websites.
If you would like to submit your own news, please click the link at the top of the page, or
go directly to www.cdxc.org.uk/submit_news. There is an option to submit a photo as
well as text. All news is credited. If you have any questions about the CDXC News
Service, please contact Tim Beaumont, M0URX (tim@m0urx.com).
_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
DXpeditions and contests are the two things
that bring the bands to life. During the next
couple of months there are several major
DXpeditions which will not only bring the
bands to life but which may also provide
many CDXC Members with the opportunity
to work an all-time new one.

However, experience shows that it is DXpedition teams which include at least some
experienced European DX operators which
usually demonstrate the most ‘operator
sensitivity’ to, for example, short low band
openings to Western Europe.
Let’s hope that when the K9W operators
hear a weak European breaking through the
pile-up on, say, 80m at the West European
grey-line that they are sensitive to the fact
that there could be a short opening with
many other Europeans calling, rather than
plodding on working buckets of US stations
which can be worked from Wake day and
night.

Wake K9W: early October
Wake Island (KH9) is #14 on Club Log’s
Most Wanted list for Europe. The major
Wake Island DXpedition (K9W) that is
being planned for late September/early
October will be most welcome to CDXC
members. Many CDXC Members may have
never worked Wake Island (KH9) at all
before and even if they have, it will
probably only have been on one or two
bands at most. According to Club Log only
a handful of European DXers has ever
worked KH9 on RTTY. So there will also
be potential for a new mode for many, as
well as for several new band slots.

Banaba T33A : 5-18 November
The planned 20-operator, 13-day T33A
operation from Banaba also appears to be a
major undertaking. Some seven tons of
equipment are being shipped in a 40ft
container to Tarawa in West Kiribati (T30)
before being transported on the last leg to
Banaba Island. There have been several
small DXpeditions to Banaba over the
years, but T33 still remains high on the
wanted lists. Club Log ranks Banaba at #26
on the Most Wanted list in Europe. Many
CDXC Members will probably recall the
major T33C DXpedition in April 2004. The
previous significant Banaba operation
(T33VU) was five years before that in 1999.

The exact timing of the K9W Wake
operation has not yet been announced
because travel to this remote mid-Pacific
island is dependent on the US military.
However, the two-week operation is likely
to take place during the first half of October.
This is good news for UK operators as this
will be close to the Equinox, which is
always a good time to be working DX.
Many DXpeditions deliberately try to be
active close to the September and March
Equinoxes, in order to take advantage of DX
conditions
which
usually
improve
considerably at around these times.

Although the T33A Banaba operation this
coming November is US-led, five of the
twenty operators are well known European
DXers, which should be a good omen for
operator sensitivity to openings to Europe
on the low bands and elsewhere.

The twelve operators listed for the K9W
Wake operation are all from the US. The
fact that they are travelling out to the
military base on Wake, courtesy of Uncle
Sam, may have something to do with this.

Antennas for working a new DXCC
The upcoming K9W Wake and the T33A
Banaba operations will be of interest both to
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newcomers who are looking to work these
two rare DXCC entities for the first time
ever - and also to DXers high up on the
Challenge table who will be looking to add
new band slots (particularly on the edge
bands of 160/80m and 12/10m) and new
modes (eg RTTY) from these two major
DXpeditions.

As is becoming more and more common,
the XR0ZR operation is offering direct
QSLing through OQRS. This is always a
positive sign. However, the XR0ZR website
also says that ‘Direct QSL card requests
with IRC or stamps will NOT be answered
at all.’ Is this perhaps the first instance that a
major DXpedition (which is benefitting
from worldwide sponsorship) is refusing
outright to accept IRCs? Or is it just a
further indication that the DXer’s long-time
friend, the IRC, will soon be disappearing
completely?

Neither K9W Wake nor T33A Banaba is an
easy shot from the UK. They are both on
polar paths, with Wake being at about 10º
from London and Banaba being at 340º on
the short path. Stations without HF beams
might do well to install an antenna (or even
two antennas) designed and positioned
specifically to work these two rare ones.
From the UK, regular openings to the
Pacific can be found in the early morning,
an hour or so after our sunrise, on several
bands.

US Samoa W8A/N8A:12-24 November
In November there is a five-operator
DXpedition to US Samoa. Operators include
John, 9M6XRO, and Jacky, ZL3CW
(F2CW). They will be using the callsign
W8A for 12 days prior to the CQWW CW
Contest, but will be using the callsign N8A
during the CQWW CW weekend. Their
website suggests that the emphasis will be
on CW.

If there is space for only one relatively small
antenna, then a 20m sloping dipole (with the
slope to the North) would probably give the
best bet for a chance of an SSB or CW
contact on 20m. However if you are happy
working DXpeditions on CW, then an even
better bet might be a sloping dipole for 30m.
30m can be open to the Pacific for several
hours at a time, although signal strengths
can be quite low. However, a carefully
positioned sloping dipole for 30m (or 20m)
combined with getting into the shack early
every day ready for the morning openings
(say 0500z to 0700z) during the DXpedition should give an opportunity for UK
DXers to work both Wake and Banaba at
least once.

Finding a good DXpedition location on
mountainous locations such as US Samoa
can be more difficult than it might seem.
Interestingly the W8A/N8A team appear to
have found a seaside location, but on the
south side of the island. This suggests that
long path might be the better way to work
them from the UK. Following on directly
from W8A/N8A the same team will then be
doing a short operation as 5W8A from
Samoa from 27 Nov to 2 Dec.
Bangladesh S2: 17–26 November
This nine-day operation boasts no less than
26
(mostly
European)
operators.
Bangladesh/S2 is unlikely still to be on
many CDXC members’ all-time wanted
lists. There are frequent DXpeditions to S2
and Bangladesh is a relatively easy path
from the UK. However, this Italian-run
DXpedition may provide the opportunity for
a new band-slot. The equipment list on their
website shows six radios and four

Juan Fernandez XR0ZR: 8–20 November
The Italian-organised Juan Fernandez
XR0ZR DXpedition should be much easier
to work from the UK than either Wake or
Banaba. CE0Z is largely a sea path from the
UK and signals do not go anywhere near the
troublesome polar regions. The XR0ZR
website says the plan is to have eight
operators and four stations.
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amplifiers. This hardly seems enough to
keep all 26 operators fully occupied!

are also a number of other interesting
DXpeditions planned for the next couple of
months including Sable CY0P (1-11
October), Mayotte TO2TT (3-17 October)
and Congo TN2MS (12-24 October). The
NG3K Announced DX Operations (ADXO)
webpages are the best source for a regularly
updated calendar of upcoming DXpeditions.

Avoiding Not-in-Logs
With several major DXpeditions operating
at the same time there is always the risk of
‘pile-up overlaps’ between the DXpeditions
themselves as well as of mis-logging by the
DX chaser resulting in a ‘Sorry, Not-inLog’ reply to a subsequent request for a
QSL. Check the websites of the DXpedition
to find their announced frequencies. Where
there are potential pile-up overlaps, major
DXpeditions often try to coordinate
frequency plans between each other.

Hopefully the various DX-peditions coming
up during the next couple of months will
provide CDXC members with plenty of
interest on the bands. No matter whether
you are a relative newcomer looking for a
first-ever QSO with Wake or Banaba or
whether you are way up at over 3,000 points
on the DXCC Challenge and are looking to
finish off just one or two missing band-slots
with these difficult DXCC entities. Good
luck in the pile-ups. I’ll be in there calling
too!

As an example, the VP6T Pitcairn operation
in January 2012 had carefully coordinated
the agreed working frequencies with the
HK0NA Malpelo operation (where there
was a significant time-overlap between the
two DXpeditions) prior to the operation. On
air there was no clashing of pile-ups, but
some DXers did not realise which
expedition they were working and were
eventually to be disappointed when they
received a ‘Sorry, Not-in-Log’.

Nigel, G3TXF

Sadly, the four of the five DXpeditions
mentioned above which have declared their
LoTW policy on their websites, state they
will withhold their LoTW uploads until six
months after the end of the operation. Many
believe this still to be much too long. If a
DXpedition can’t bring itself to be superham-friendly by uploading their logs to
LoTW during or soon after the operation,
then waiting three months at most before
uploading the log would seem more
reasonable. Six months is just excessive.
Other DX-peditions
As well as the five DXpeditions (K9W
Wake, T33A Banaba, XR0ZR Juan
Fernandez, W8A/N8A US Samoa and the
S2 Bangladesh) outlined here, each of
which is being supported by CDXC, there
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FT5ZM - Amsterdam Island DXpedition
Press Release - July 27, 2013
(With thanks to Bernie McClenny, W3UR, and the Daily DX)
Since our last Press Release in early May, the Amsterdam Island DXpedition team has
made significant progress.
We have begun receiving supplies and equipment at our Atlanta staging area. Thanks to
N4GRN for arranging secure storage. DX Engineering was the first to deliver a large
shipment. They have been terrific to work with. Our 10 monoband, 3-element beams from
Cycle 24 and Force 12 are expected to arrive in the next few weeks. The 30-foot towers
for our beams are being acquired by our friends in VK6.
W6IZT, N4GRN, K9CT, and VA7DX have completed the networking framework for the
two station sites. They have obtained the computers and network equipment, completed a
terrain analysis, and they have equipment in the ‘burn in’ stage. WB9Z and his crew have
prepared over 10,000 feet of radials for the Amsterdam low-band antennas. Thanks go to
NV9L, K9NU, N9TK, K9TP, N9LAH, W9ILY, K9CJ, and ‘Lee’. Our plans for several
low-band receiving systems are also complete. We will be hearing and being heard very
well from FT5ZM on the low bands
Our ‘on island’ procedures are progressing well. We've satisfied the sanitation and waste
management plan required of us. We have the floor plans and dimensions of our two
operating sites so we can pre-plan our power distribution wiring and equipment placement.
We will be expected to help with some routine base chores like helping to clean the dining
room, setting the tables etc. So we will also have a ‘KP’ roster, as well as our radio
operating roster. Our team will become a real part of the small community on Amsterdam
Island. Arnie N6HC, our team doctor and our friends W0GJ and K9SG are finalizing our
medical and emergency kits. Outdated drugs are being replaced etc.
Our Pilot team to date is: NV9L, Val (North American pilot and chief pilot); MM0NDX,
Col (European pilot) and KH6CG, Stu (Oceania pilot). Our Chief Financial Officer and
fundraiser K4UEE along with his able assistants LA6VM and JA1ELY have been working
hard to make sure DXers worldwide know about this upcoming DXpedition to the number
4 ‘most needed’ DXCC entity and they are given an opportunity to help with our
considerable expenses. At this time we are about 2/3 of the way to our goal. Taking into
account what we expect from direct QSL requests and OQRS, we are about $75,000 short.
This is of some concern. For more information on our DXpedition budget, please see:
www.amsterdamdx.org/why-does-this-dxpedition-cost-so-much/.
Thanks for your interest and support of this exciting project.
Our website is www.amsterdamdx.org.
Ralph Fedor, K0IR, has announced the ‘FT5ZM Operating Sites on Amsterdam Island’
plans at www.amsterdamdx.org/ft5zm-operating-sites/.
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H44G and H4ØT
Dengue fever, earthquakes and other disasters
Sigi Presch, DL7DF
From 09 to 24 March 2013 a group of nine
hams under the leadership of Sigi (DL7DF)
operated from Honiara on Guadalcanal and
from Santa Cruz (Temotu Province) using
the callsigns H44G and H40T – and made
more then 45.000 QSOs.

checked in at a separate counter. The
aircraft was fully booked. The pilot
informed the passengers that he must
change the flight route because of a cyclone
and therefore had to take additional
kerosene, causing that a considerable
number of pieces of luggage was unloaded.
We hoped that it did not affect us.

The Solomon Islands are located south-east
of New Guinea, an island group in the South
Pacific. They stretch from north to southeast for about 1,100 km ( 05°S, 154°E to
11°S, 157°E), originally settled by
inhabitants of New Guinea, discovered by
the Spanish navigator and explorer Alvaro
de Mendaña de Neyra in 1568, who named
the islands after the Jewish King Solomon.
During World War II the Solomon Islands
were the place of severe fights between the
USA and Japan, finally won by the Allies,
the USA, Australia and New Zealand. On
07 July 1978 the Solomon Islands gained
independence.

When approaching the Honiara International
Airport there were problems. Due to the
weather and low clouds, the pilot could not
find the runway. After the third
unsuccessful attempt, the fuel was already
fairly low, the clouds opened and allowed
the view on the runway and the aircraft
made a safe landing. Thanks goodness! On
08 March, after three days, we had reached
our first expedition destination, Honiara, the
capital of Guadalcanal. The Battle of
Guadalcanal in World War II was one of the
longest and fiercest in American military
history. From August 1942 until February
1943 the islands were the centre of very
severe fighting on land, at sea and in the air.
Still relics of WWII can be found in many
places on the islands. The battled airfield is
now the civilian airport Honiara. The old
name was ‘Henderson Field’ and was
changed to ‘Honiara International Airport’
in 2003 despite the strong protests of many
American veterans. The sea between
Honiara and the opposite island of Savo is
called ‘Iron Bottom Sound’, because it is
littered with countless wrecks, including the
aircraft carrier USS WASP.

Check in at airport Berlin-Tegel happened
smoothly, our heavyweight luggage was
checked through to Brisbane and so we left
Berlin on 05 March 2013 at 1850 that
evening and arrived at Dusseldorf after an
one hour´s flight. At 2100 we continued
with the long-haul flight to Brisbane, across
the Indian Ocean, India, the Philippines and
ultimately all over Australia.
Time passed very slowly. After another
slightly shorter night (we flew against the
sun)- and after 13½ hours of flight we
reached Brisbane, the city on the east coast
of Australia. After the obligatory passport
and customs control our luggage was
‘sniffed’ by ‘drug dogs’. Next, we checked
in with Solomon Airlines. Our bulky
luggage with the spiderbeams and R7 was

Maggi H44MK, the only, but not active ham
operator on the Solomon Islands was
already waiting for us and greeted each of
us in the Polynesian habit with a wreath of
flowers. It was very humid and wet, it was
the rainy season. Our luggage was loaded
onto a waiting van and we then left the
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airfield
towards
our
ordered
accommodation, the ‘SSEC Transit’, a
modest but inexpensive guesthouse owned
by the local church, on a hill right next to
the Parliament building of the country.
Upon arrival we learned that the house was
fully booked! Participants of the Pacific
Conference of Churches had occupied all
the rooms, so that there was no space
available for us, although we had an OK
reservation. We had to find another place.
At last we were all booked into the ‘Honiara
Hotel’, a hostel with a pool and several
restaurants. Our luggage was stored in a free
room, which was previously used as a shack
by Bernhard (DL2GAC), who was QRV
from here for several weeks every year.
Here we started preparing for our
equipment, so that we could start with the
set up of antennas very early in the morning
of Saturday, the 9th March.

therefore we must go shopping to buy
something to eat and plenty to drink. Local
people warned us of the dengue mosquito
and advised us to avoid big crowds, such as
the large fruit and vegetable markets in the
city centre. The insect is active only during
the day. Many people are infected and some
have even died. There is no way to get
vaccinated against dengue fever, or take
other medications.
Almost all transistor amplifiers failed,
mainly because of the high humidity, which
led to short circuits and damaged
components. We purchased a hairdryer in
the city to blow off the moisture from the
PAs. After replacing a few components all
the problems were fortunately resolved. We
kept all the equipment switched on to the
very end of the expedition.
The weather changed for the better and
slowly the sun came out again. The cyclone
had moved towards New Caledonia. But it
became really humid. The rising moisture
took almost any chance to breathe, but the
team was in a good mood and very relaxed.

It was pouring with rain when we installed
the quad loops for 30 and 40m. The terrain
was very steep and there was great danger
of slipping on the wet mud. High winds and
a sudden gust broke down the bamboo mast
including the Spiderbeam; parts of the
fiberglass tubes splintered and so did the
bamboo pole. Fate was still against us.
Everything took so much time that the
installation of the 160/80m antenna had to
be postponed to the next day. Then the 80m
vertical was erected and the 40m antenna
was moved to a better location.

The next bad info was given to us. Solomon
Airlines informed us that the planned flight
to Temotu on Tuesday was cancelled due to
bad weather. The flight was now scheduled
for Thursday, but no useful information can
be obtained from the airline, obviously
nobody knew the exact details. Real chaos!
Our contact on Temotu tried to shift the
flight to Saturday. George (DK7LX) was
already fed up, since everything was
uncertain for days and he was totally
frustrated with the situation and flew back
home, which we had to accept with great
regret.

Finally we were QRV. The first QSO was
made on 09 March with JR6GIM from
Yatsushiro City. Another 45,122 QSOs did
follow. The pile-ups were huge, many hams
obviously still need H44 on various
band/modes with high demand for RTTY.
The two English OMs Phil (G3SWH) and
Jim (G3RTE) made 16,160 CW QSOs in
February and obviously did not completely
cover the very high demand. The RF
location on the mountain, our QTH is
optimal. No obstacles to Europe, Japan and
the USA, and also a magnificent view over
the city and harbour of Honiara. It is
extremely hot. We were self catering and

Meanwhile, Les (SP3DOI) and Jan
(SP3CYY) operated every night on 160 and
80m, while DL7UFN worked only RTTY,
mostly all night, without significantly
degrading the pile-up. The second station
was designated for CW and SSB operation.
The propagation was excellent. The 10m
band was open for hours, 15m was going
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well and the upper WARC bands were full
of callers. Japan is on the doorstep and the
signals from the ‘Country of the Rising Sun’
were accordingly strong. Thanks to good
discipline and good operating techniques the
QSO rates were still high, so it was fun to
work through the pile-ups.

on Santa Cruz. There are only two flights
per week into Temotu and therefore the
arrival of an aircraft is always a big event.
Almost all the inhabitants of the island
gather at the airport and say goodbye to
family members or guests and welcome the
newcomers.

On Wednesday we had logged already the
first 10,000 QSOs. In the evenings, Europe
was easy to reach on 30 and 40m and many
DL stations found their way into our log.
Annoying was the frequent loss of power.
On Thursday, 14 March, Sigi (DL7DF),
Frank (DL7UFR), Leszek (SP3DOI) and
Wolf (DL4WK) should have left for
Temotu, but it was already clarified
previously that the flight was delayed until
Saturday. So the four members of the
‘Temotu Group’ packed all the equipment
for Temotu on Friday, 15 March with only a
free 16kg weight allowance. Hopefully
Solomon Airlines would accept some excess
baggage.

Lionel, the owner of our motel, awaited us.
Lata is a very small place. The motel is only
about 500 meters away from the airport. But
nobody would carry our 200kg of luggage
in this heat, but with the pick-up this
transport was done quickly. Due to the shift
of flights, our stay on Santa Cruz was
unfortunately shortened to less than a week.
Consequently, we had the ambitious goal to
put up all antennas on the first day. Severe
persistent
rains
spoiled
everything.
Matching of the antenna proved to be
extremely difficult. On the first day only our
wire antennas were completed. The beam
was finally set on a 10ft bamboo pole only
on the second day, with the help of the
entire staff.

Late in the afternoon, Karl appears in our
shack. He is the pilot of the flight to
Temotu. Karl was born in Cologne and flew
for 25 years for an airline in Papua New
Guinea. He is 73 years old, looks much
younger and is still very active. He had
heard of the mess with us and promised to
fly the group with all their luggage to Lata
on Santa Cruz (Temotu province), if the
weather permits.

A stainless steel water tank was placed in
such a way that it was the base of our
spiderbeam. With the help of a second
bamboo rod, the bamboo pole with the beam
on top of it was finally erected. Our concern
that the bamboo rod would break was fortunately – all in vain.
Now we could finally start the operation.
H4ØT was on the air with four stations
simultaneously. But the joy did not last
long, because the 6m station interfered with
the HF transceivers. A switching power
supply was the source of the noise, which
we had tested in Berlin and already used in
Honiara without any kind of interference.
Here on Temotu with only a few local
electrical devices, the ground noise was
obviously so low that we immediately
noticed the noise from the PSU.

During the night from Friday to Saturday
Manfred (DK1BT) made the first QSOs on
6m when a sudden band opening to BY,
DU, KH2, KH6 and JA brought 189
contacts into the log. On Saturday morning
at 0600 the ‘Temotu Group’ loaded all the
luggage on a van, grabbed a few loaves of
white bread and drove to the airport, leaving
four operators behind in Honiara.
On the flight to Temotu Province Captain
Karl offered to us a seat in the cockpit,
which - of course – was highly appreciated
by all four of us. It gave us the chance for
exceptional photos, in particular of landing

The premises of the ‘Lata motel’ are not
very large. Therefore all antennas stood
very close together. Interference between
the stations was unavoidable despite
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inserted filters. The radiation towards the
north was obstructed by a hill. Fortunately
the power supply on Santa Cruz is very
stable, provided that prior payment is made
for the electricity, because on the Solomon
Islands electricity must be paid for in
advance. During the night of Sunday to
Monday the chief of the ‘Lata motel’ came
to our shack and told us that only one unit of
electricity was still available. If that one is
consumed, the electricity meter would shut
down the power for all the motel. To delay
this shut down as long as possible we
switched off everything that was not
needed.

without any damage. Other houses were
damaged by the tsunami.
The vast majority of the houses were
completely destroyed. The inhabitants of the
island live in a very tectonically active zone.
Earthquakes are part of their daily life. Also
we experienced an earthquake. On 19
March at about 2115 the earth shook with a
magnitude of 4.9. There was a hell of a
noise, you think the house will collapse, and
then all was quiet again. Very quiet. At
2225 and 2241 the next tremors followed.
The house shook again. Then quiet again
and the islanders turned back into the road,
as every night. Even the ‘Charity World
Vision’ went out and explored the island for
any possible damage. Ten minutes after the
last tremors a violent storm started to hit the
island. We feared for our antennas. But
fortunately the earthquake and the storm did
not cause damage, even the power supply
was still working.

It did not help, the big shut-down happened
before dawn. How to get power again? It is
only possible to buy electricity units in the
agency of the electricity supplier in the
capital, Honiara. After payment a 20-digit
code is provided, which has to be entered
via the keypad on the local electricity meter
(cash
pre-payment
power
meter).
Fortunately we still had our H44G group in
Honiara who we contacted via mobile phone
and asked Manfred to immediately buy
some electricity units. A short time later the
problem was solved.

One day before the return flight back to
Honiara, we decided to take down the R7
and the Spiderbeam about an hour before
sunset. Beam and R7 were packed in the
boxes that evening. The wire antennas we
still used during the night. At around 0500
in the morning of Saturday, 23 March, the
last antennas were disassembled in total
darkness and also packed for dispatch.

Early in February an earthquake of the
magnitude 8.0 had happened about 30 km
west of Santa Cruz. In consequence, a
tsunami had destroyed the houses in three
villages on the west side of the island. To
get an idea of the damage we did an island
trip. There is no bus in Santa Cruz. Lionel
got us a pick-up, put four garden chairs in
the back, which gave us seats for a fairly
comfortable ride. We passed the police
station, but they did not show any interest in
our unusual mobile.

So we were at the airport at around 0800.
We were the first. At around 0930 the
square in front of the terminal was slowly
filled with people. The clearance began.
Shortly before 1000 we saw the Dash-8
arriving. After an extra round the aircraft
landed. As expected, Captain Karl was
again the pilot. After a short time of loading
and boarding we flew back to Honiara.
On Sunday we started with disassembling
the beam and the 160/80m antennas, two
stations remain in operation during the last
night. Still very busy pile-ups calling
H44G. The last log entry was done on
Monday morning at 2058 UTC on 30m with
IWØHEX, Pasquale, from Rome.

In the palm forest near the runway at the
airport we saw the first damage. The salt
water had done a terrible job. The palm
trees were still standing, but the entire
undergrowth was dead. Inhabitants of the
islands planted new bushes. The damage in
the villages can be divided into three
categories. There are a very few houses
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We made a total of 45,123 QSOs, of which
33,613 were in CW, 4,251 in SSB and 7,259
in RTTY. On 160m we made 249 QSOs and
on 80m 1,710 QSOs. The two-entity
DXpedition went QRT.

Berlin, because we had a longer stay-over
than eight hours. So we ordered a big taxi,
which brought us with all the luggage to the
nearby ‘Ibis Hotel” where we were already
expected by Catherine (VK4GH) and John
(VK4IO). We had interesting conversations,
a bite to eat and then went to bed early.

On Monday, 25 March, we started our
journey back home. The flight was delayed
by two hours. There were no problems with
checking in. We were very pleased to leave
the island without any complications. After
a flight of almost four hours we landed in
Brisbane and had to pick up all our luggage.
It was not possible to check it through to

The next day at noon time we boarded the
aircraft, which took us back to Europe via
Singapore, Abu Dhabi and Milan, from
where we took the final flight into Berlin.
We were back home.

New Voodoo Contest Group Website
Press Release, 29th July 2013
The Voodoo Contest Group has taken part in CQ World Wide CW Contest from West
Africa each November for the past 19 years, operating in ten different countries. We have
won the Multi-Operator contest six times. Thirty different operators have participated over
the years, travelling from UK and USA.
In 2004 we published a book, ‘Contesting in Africa: Multi-Multi on the Equator’,
describing the first ten years. It is now time to update the story. The timing of this is
important because we have now come to the End of an Era, so to speak: we will no longer
return to West Africa to take our large stock-pile of equipment out of storage for the 20th
time. It has been donated to the Liberian Amateur Radio Association.
The modern form of 'book' is a website, so we have developed one. The group offers a
huge vote of thanks to John Warburton, G4IRN for investing so much skill, time and
energy into this project. The site comprises offerings from many of the Contest Group and
tells, hopefully in detail but also in an entertaining way, the story of these past 19 years.
All the facts and figures are there, but more importantly also the experiences: those long
bus journeys between countries and the fascinating sights along the way, visiting African
villages, and every amateur radio aspect from managing pile-ups, to maintaining
deteriorating amplifiers, to negotiating transmitting licences and much, much more,
embellished with many video clips. The group has certainly learned a lot about life in
West Africa and thoroughly enjoyed every minute, every challenge.
Visit http://voodoocontestgroup.com to join us on those amazing journeys, laugh with us,
take part in our celebration of two decades, almost two sunspot cycles, of Contest
DXpeditioning. Enquiries: Roger Western, G3SXW g3sxw@btinternet.com; John
Warburton, G4IRN: G4IRN@dxdx.co.uk.
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A Scandinavian IOTA holiday
Keith Orchard, G3TTC
History

Should I include the Åland Islands, Market
Reef, Gotland, Öland or Bornholm? These
were all questions that needed to be
answered. It would seem silly not to be on
an island for the IOTA contest. At the
beginning or end of the trip I wished to
spend a couple of days with friends near
Amsterdam, so when they informed me that
they would be away on holiday when I
started my trip, that was one thing decided
for me. I purchased the best large-scale
Scandinavian road atlas I could find, which
had maps at a scale of 4 miles/inch (or 6
miles/inch in the very north).

During June 2012 I activated almost all the
IOTAs around the coast of Brittany, mainly
on day trips using scheduled passenger
ferries. I used a folding trolley bought from
Maplin to carry a 12V car battery and
equipment, but on the first outing the trolley
let me down and only emergency repairs
enabled the holiday to continue. Ferry times
usually limited my operating period to about
3 hours and at no time did I run out of
power, although sometimes I reduced my
output power from 100 to 80W to be sure
of staying the course. If I were to have a
similar holiday in future, clearly a more
substantial trolley and possibly a generator
were a necessity.

The Final Route
I decided to take a ferry from Harwich to
Esbjerg on the 4th of June, cross from
Denmark into Sweden, drive up the entire
east coast of Sweden (taking in 9 IOTAs),
north through Finland, down the Norwegian
coastline as far as Trondheim (6 more
IOTAs), drive straight down to the south
coast just southwest of Oslo to another
island for the IOTA contest, then head
homeward via Denmark, Germany and my
friends in Amsterdam.

On islands where I could drive my
motorhome, I used two 12V 85Ah batteries
in parallel. If I wished to operate for a
lengthy period I would start the motorhome
engine to charge the batteries, hardly ideal.
For the full story of this trip, see RadCom,
November 2012, pp 74-75.
What about this year?
Last winter I pondered whether I should do
a similar IOTA-activating holiday this
summer. I considered Scandinavia: there are
plenty of islands. The maximum period
away from home, I decided, should be about
eight weeks. Any longer would involve
extra house insurance costs, and my large
garden would be even more of a jungle on
my return!

So I had a skeleton plan covering most of
the IOTAs en route. I reckoned on spending
about two days on each island, maybe three
for ‘rarer’ ones, so calculated distances and
rough travelling times between them.
Adding them up came to 8 weeks. Bingo!
The die was cast! I roughed out approximate
activation dates for each island and set
about researching ferry arrangements where
necessary. I did not want to be caught out
where ferries only run at weekends or such
like. I wanted to spend two nights on a
campsite near Stockholm so that I could
visit the city on the intervening day. This
would also give me a chance to catch up on
my laundry. I had originally decided not to
visit the popular Öland or Gotland Islands,

There are islands off Norway, Sweden,
Finland, Denmark, Germany and the
Netherlands, all of which could be factored
in. I had previously activated IOTAs in the
SW of Norway, the NW of Sweden, parts of
Denmark and the northern Netherlands and
didn’t particularly want to do repeats.
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both off the east coast of Sweden, preferring
to spend the time on those less popular. As
it happened, I did have time to nip over the
toll-free bridge to Öland for a few hours on
my way past. I had it in the back of my
mind that if time allowed and I felt like it I
could do a day trip to the N. German island
of Norderney (EU-047), on the way to
Amsterdam.

occasionally carrying vehicles also. In the
case of those I drove to, the one thing I
came to hate was looking for somewhere
suitable to park and operate. Most parts of
Sweden are covered in forests, and in rural
areas people live in properties surrounded
by trees and there’s simply nowhere for
itinerant visitors to park. Driving up the
main east coast road is really quite boring:
flat terrain, with trees preventing a view of
more than a hundred yards sideways. I will
say, though, that the roads are fairly straight
with little traffic and in excellent condition,
ideal for using cruise control! Within 100
miles of Stockholm, however, traffic is
dense and the motorway through the city is
worse than the M25, with frequent
junctions and slip roads to both sides.

At this stage I was having problems with
access to EU-177 and EU-176 (south and
north of Stockholm, respectively), not
knowing which islands could be accessed by
regular ferry, if any. With help from
QRZ.com I e-mailed several people who
had been there before and they were able to
assist with most of the information I needed.
Last winter I had improved by portable setup. I bought an aluminium sack-truck with a
folding toe-plate, plus a Honda Eu10i 1kW
generator. The generator sat nicely on the
sack-truck and by adding another folding
shelf I could put my equipment box on the
top. I attached my aluminium folding chair,
antenna and golfing umbrella to the back
using bunjee straps. Having a generator
meant I could operate for longer periods and
negate the need for using the motorhome
engine for charging.

Having crossed Denmark by way of the
motorway, I crossed to Sweden via the
Helsingør-Helsingborg ferry rather than the
new toll bridge further south to give easier
access to my first island:
Ven EU-137
This is served by a regular vehicle ferry
service from Landskrona. I went as a
passenger on the 6th of June, the maiden
voyage of my new trolley. This island is
sandwiched between Denmark and Sweden
and is relatively tree-free.

My ideal operating location on an island is:
1. Beside water to enhance antenna
efficiency.
2. Away from houses so that generator
noise does not disturb residents, and
to reduce suspicion about my
activity.
3. Not unduly ‘hemmed-in’ by trees.
4. Away from the public in case my
antenna should fall or be blown
over.
5. Away from overhead cables.

Coming off the ferry I soon spotted a
convenient pair of park benches 50 yards
away on the other side of the small harbour.
I could watch the ferry coming and going
during the day and apart from the occasional
yacht passing by I was pretty much on my
own. I tied my vertical onto the back of one
bench and used the other as my seat and
operating table. The sun was out, band
conditions were good, perfect! I repeated
the operation the following day and logged
284 QSOs on 14, 18 and 21 MHz.

Sweden

From Ven Island I drove due east across
southern Sweden, over a bridge to:

Roughly half the islands off mainland
Sweden could be accessed by means of a
bridge, the remainder had passenger ferries,
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and despite a stiff breeze later in the day had
a fairly successful session. The two-day
Kattilo activation ended up costing me
about £80, but netted about 470 QSOs, all
on 14 MHz.

Hasslö Island, EU-138
This is west of Karlskrona. After a short
search I found a suitable parking spot near
the harbour, albeit with an overnight
parking fee of £12. Over the next couple of
days I worked 235 on 7 and 14 MHz.

With four IOTAs under my belt it was time
for some ‘R & R’, a couple of nights on a
campsite near Stockholm to catch up on the
laundry, and to visit the city by train on the
intervening day. Stockholm is built on a
number of islands so I took a coach tour
followed by a boat tour to see the sights.

It was time to move on up the east coast. I
figured out that I could afford the time to
cross the toll-free bridge to
Öland Island, EU-037
I stayed almost 24 hours and chalked up
just over 100 QSOs on 7 and 14MHz, while
parked in a field.

EU-084
was the next stop. I had planned to activate
Fogdo Island as it was accessible by a
bridge, but after spending over an hour
driving along single-track unsurfaced deadend roads leading to many houses
surrounded by forests I gave up on Fogdo
and continued a few miles to the next island,
Singö, where I struck lucky. I found a
small car park right beside the sea, 100
yards from any houses, and fine for a twonight stay. I had over 300 QSOs on 7, 14
and 21 MHz.

So far I had been lucky in that the cost of
activating the islands had not been
excessive. Little did I know that my luck
was about to change. My planning had
alerted me to the fact that a Postal Ferry
delivered mail to several islands off
Fyrudden in the EU-177 group on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings and that a
few passengers could be carried. I had
hoped to go to the nearest island, Kattilo,
by this means, but I would need to hire
someone to collect me later each day. This
method worked alright on my first day,
Wednesday 12th June. I set up my station
just behind a narrow beach with my vertical
at the water’s edge. I discovered that a
scheduled boat ‘bus’ served various islands
on weekdays only, and at considerably
cheaper cost, but necessitating booking the
previous day. I booked to travel out to
Kattilo on the Thursday morning and back
later in the day, but the weather was bad and
I didn’t go. I repeated the exercise on the
Friday, but the weather was also bad. The
Saturday dawned fine and dry, so I was
faced with a dilemma: wait until Monday
for hopefully a dry day when I could travel
at reasonable cost, or ‘splash the cash’ and
hire someone to take me out that morning
and fetch me later? As I didn’t want to
waste time hanging around until the
following Monday and delay my entire
schedule, I opted for the latter. So out I went

On to island number 6:
Limo, EU-176
This was a group that I sought advice on. I
had been informed that from 22nd June there
would be three ferries a day instead of two
from Gavle to Limö. Parking in Gavle was
free and close to the ferry terminal, ideal.
The weather was good so I went to Limö on
Sat.22nd and Sun. 23rd June and soon found
a convenient picnic table and benches 50
yards from the ferry. I worked 230 on 14
and 18 MHz. Unfortunately on the second
day the bands went dead, so I went QRT
early and went for a walk.
Alnö EU-087
off Sundsval, is accessed by a bridge. It
initially proved difficult, but after a long
search I found an ideal spot on the north-
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of days, 30th June and 1st July. I bagged 175
contacts on 7, 14 and 21 MHz.
I left after breakfast the next day to start a
500-mile drive north through Finland spread
over two days, crossing the Arctic Circle. I
had an overnight stop at a campsite at Inari,
and the following day crossed into Norway,
being careful at one point not to take a
turning for Murmansk!

east coast: a peninsula away from
everything where I could operate in peace
for a couple of days. During my search I
came across a local SM amateur operating
from his yacht into a long wire antenna
which caught my eye. With 385 QSOs in
the log on 7 and 14 MHz, I was on the move
again, this time to
Holmon, EU-135

Norway
near Umea. Holmon is served by a
passenger ferry several times a day. There is
a free ferry car park, but I was unsure of
what I would find on arriving on the island.
My luck was in. There was a superb little
ferry waiting room with heat, light, power
plus a table and chairs: just what I needed.
What is more, just outside the door was a
handrail ideal for supporting my 10m-tall
Pro-Whip vertical antenna. For once I was
indoors and didn’t have to worry too much
about the weather. I had a successful day
and repeated the exercise the following day,
but my luck ran out around midday when
my FT-857 would no longer transmit. After
some unsuccessful troubleshooting I packed
everything away and had a walk around part
of the island before it was time for me to
catch the return ferry. Nevertheless, I put
315 QSOs into the log on 14 and 18 MHz.

At 4pm on the second day I finally reached
a free tunnel to the easternmost point in
Norway at
Vardø Island, EU-141
just a few miles across the fjord from the
former USSR. From a Google satellite view
I had seen that the town occupied a third of
the island and the rest was open country
with tracks, and it didn’t take long to find a
good operating location with open aspect
and a good take-off in all directions. As this
is a rare IOTA Reference I planned a threeday stay, but after two good days (4th and 5th
July) with over 600 QSOs in the log (all on
14 MHz) band conditions deteriorated due
to a solar disturbance and it was clear I was
wasting my time, so I departed in the
afternoon to make a start on the 340-mile
1½- day drive to my next island:

Fortunately, I had taken the precaution of
bringing a spare rig with me on the trip: one
of the CDXC complete stations in a case.
That came to my rescue and I relied on this
for the rest of the holiday.

Magerøya, EU-044
the home of the Nordkapp, which, at 71°
North is the northernmost point in Europe.
After enjoying glorious, sunny weather on
Vardø, Magerøya was cold, wet and windy.
Out came my hot water bottle (in July!!!)
and every blanket I could find. One day the
temperature struggled up to 14°C, with
single figures at night. Magerøya is
approached by a series of tunnels, toll-free
in recent years, but to see Nordkapp (aka
North Cape) itself you have to pay about
£30 a head. I found a large waterside layby
near the main road where I could watch the
steady stream of vehicles from bicycles to
coaches go by at all times of the day, as

And so, with another 260 miles on the
clock, I reached the last of the Swedish
islandsK
Seskarö, EU-139
via a bridge. It’s only 10 miles short of the
Finnish border. I found it to be a typical
Swedish island, trees everywhere and
nowhere to park. After a lot of hunting I
discovered a small waterside car park less
than a mile west of the connecting bridge. It
became my home for the following couple
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there was 24-hour daylight. Magerøya
Island gave me 260 QSOs, all on 14 MHz,
iin poor band conditions.

use one and it left under an hour later for the
15-minute crossing at a cost of £10. I was
fortunate to find a lovely parking spot only
50 yards from the ferry terminal and could
enjoy watching the comings and goings for
the two days I was there, in good warm
weather. On Tomma I worked 680, all on
14 MHz, before starting a three-day 720mile drive via Trondheim to the south coast
about 80 miles SW of Oslo for the IOTA
contest weekend on

Heading south, I did a detour to visit
Hammerfest before continuing my journey
via two short ferries to Tromsø, the chief
city of Arctic Norway. Tromsø takes up
most of Tromsøya Island and only by
continuing to the adjacent island of
Kvaløya, EU-046

Tjøme Island, EU-061
was I able to find a parking spot, looking
towards Tromsö airport, where I had 150
QSOs, all on 14 MHz. I also enjoyed the
hospitality of a couple of the local amateurs.

On the third day of driving I discovered
some of the best scenery Norway has to
offer, in my opinion, 80 miles south-west of
Dombås in the Jostedalsbreen National
Park, a popular winter skiing area. I arrived
in Tjøme on the late afternoon of Thursday
25th July to find it heaving with tourists and
parking at a premium. It appeared that it
was difficult to drive a vehicle close to the
sea. Hunting around, an hour later I
discovered a small free car park which
suited my needs a mile north of ‘World’s
End’. I set up my Pro-Whip vertical on a
fence-post
nearby
and
commenced
operating, working about 250 in the 36
hours before the contest. In the IOTA
contest itself I operated for the first 12 hours
and my head hit the pillow with just over
250 in the log. After 3 hours’ sleep I was up
early for the 4-hour drive along the south
coast to Kristiansand for the 1330 ferry to
Hirtshals in N. Denmark. On leaving the
ferry I had a 4-hour drive south, aiming to
cross the German border before stopping for
a well-earned sleep.

Continuing south, after 230 miles I was in
Narvik, where I had a look round and spent
a night on a campsite before crossing the
bridge to
Hinnøya EU-033
where I soon found a lay-by which became
my home for the next two days, 16th and
17th July. I was well pleased with the 780
QSOs in my log, all on 14 MHz. Hinnøya
Island is a stepping stone to the Lofoten
Islands (EU-076), which stick out nearly
150 miles into the Norwegian Sea,
mountainous and looking much like a
dragon’s back. They enjoy a temperate
climate. The main town is Svolvær, a tourist
honeypot. After two days on Vestvagøy
Island, and 620 QSOs in the log, I drove to
the westernmost point, the town of Å on
Moskenesøya Island. This must be
Norway’s answer to Wales’ Llanfair PG. I
worked another 165 here and caught the
nearby 0630 ferry the following morning,
cutting out 200 miles, but still having 200
miles to drive south to

The next day dawned and I continued 250
miles through N. Germany to the ferry port
of Norddeich, not far from the Dutch
border, ready for the ‘optional extra’ trip the
following morning (30th July) to

Tomma Island in EU-062
Norderney Island, EU-047.
I wasn’t exactly sure what the ferry situation
was with Tomma. From my road map I
thought I might have to use 3 ferries in
series, but it turned out that I only needed to

I only managed just under 100 QSOs there
as showery weather and blustery winds
made outdoor operating difficult.
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I continued my journey
into the
Netherlands, and spent time with friends in
Haarlem, near Amsterdam, before catching
a ferry back to England from the Hook of
Holland. I have since had my FT-857
repaired, and thank heavens I had the
CDXC rig as a standby!

I also noticed how much people rely on the
DX Cluster, as when I came on from a new
island I would have to call CQ for 5-10
minutes before getting the first reply. Once
I’d been ‘spotted’, the pile-up suddenly
appeared out of nowhere!
I would like to thank all those who I
worked, especially all those who ‘followed
me’ from island to island. The equipment
used: FT-857 or FT-450 (courtesy of
CDXC), KW ATU; antennas: an old GWhip mobile whip on my motorhome or a
Pro-Whip 10m high vertical with
counterpoise, powered by a Honda Eu10i
1kW generator or two 12V 85Ah batteries.
QSL cards will be dealt with as soon as
cards arrive from the printer.

On the domestic front, I took 99% of my
food with me from home, mainly in tinned
form, as prices in Sweden and especially
Norway are very high.
The total direct cost of the trip was £2,550,
of which £1,300 went on diesel. The most
useful accessory of all was my SatNav
(GPS). The total number of QSOs logged
were: Sweden: 2,500, Norway 3,900,
Germany 100, total 6,500, (rounded
figures), all on SSB. Best DX included KL7,
VEs, Ws, PYs, JAs, HS, ZS6 and VK.
Mileage covered 5,700 miles.

Where next??

_____________________________________________________________________

Dayton 2013
Bob Beebe, GU4YOX and Dick Allisette, GU4CHY
Back in the depths of winter when Guernsey
was experiencing the worst snow for fifty
years, the thoughts of balmy sunny days
rather than barmy freezing ones led to Bob,
GU4YOX, phoning Dick, GU4CHY.

and her boyfriend and make a night of it? So
we did, visiting The Lime Tree in Didsbury
for what was a fantastic evening. A short
kip in a hotel next to the airport meant an
0630 start and the usual 2-hour check in at
the airport. Bob is keen on DXFCing new
US states and Philadelphia, PA was a very
convenient entry point to the US as well as
being state No. 16. As Dick, GU4CHY had
been a seasoned Merchant Navy man in a
former life, he had visited Philadelphia
before - taking in a baseball game which
made as much sense to him as a Redneck
watching cricket at Lords. With a three-hour
connection, a long lunch at a super seafood
restaurant in the airport was called for in
true Philly style. A photo opportunity arose
when we came across a shop called Lids!
An unsuspecting passer-by was given Bob's

"Fancy going to Dayton in May?"
"Yes" seemed an appropriate reply.
Bob had been to Dayton some seven years
ago, but it was a first for Dick. From
Guernsey, Dayton is a few planes away and
so travel logistics were looked at to make
the most of whatever we did. As Bob’s
daughter was finishing her degree in
Classical Music at Manchester, why not fly
direct to Manchester, have an evening out at
a local restaurant and catch up with Chiara
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camera to take a picture of the two GP4FOC
ops under the heading ‘Lids’. The
photographer appeared a little bemused by
our schoolboy giggling.

are quite scarce in the UK and a few very
large old valves for his collection.
Tip of the trip is to always travel with a
Transport Security Agency (TSA) padlock
on your suitcase (these are also seen on
combination locks just next to the numbers
marked TSA003 etc.) Bob left an A4-page
note inside saying that he is a radio ham and
the items were for personal use, as through
an airport luggage X-ray machine, double
beam tetrodes look very different to the
normal stuff that people carry on planes. On
both trips back from Dayton, the TSA have
thoroughly searched his case post-check-in.

Onwards to Dayton and we were there by
early evening on the Thursday prior to the
three-day event. We stayed at the Dayton
Grand, just a block away and a 5-minute
walk on the quiet streets of downtown as the
Dayton Crowne Plaza is always blockbooked year on year. There was a pool in
the place, but it had not been used for a long
time and was out of use. But the rooms were
superb and free WiFi meant we had all we
needed.

Friday night we had decided to go to the
Top Band Dinner. This was a great night out
and the presentation was interesting on how
to work 318 countries when being a blind
operator on 160m, truly inspiring.

It was late evening and we went to the
Contest suite for well-earned complimentary
pizza and a cash beer bar. We met many
regular monster signal contesters there and
we were made very welcome indeed. One
GU eyeball is a surprise visit, but two GUs
is a pile-up. An early breakfast on Friday
morning at a typical US diner next door to
the hotel was great and we met a Canadian
ham, Greg – VE3YTZ. Within minutes we
were sitting together and in true ham spirit
were soon new friends. We all travelled
together to the shuttle bus - which was wise
because as we saw the big antennas getting
ever closer and over 25,000 radio hams all
descending on one place, it was busy! Only
5 minutes on the bus and Arnie, N6HC got
on, who Bob had last seen when he was
leaving Christmas Island at T32C a couple
of years ago, - it was a great moment seeing
each other again and reminiscing about our
trip together.

We met many hams as we walked around on
the Saturday and we ventured into the
famous Hara arena and saw all the latest
from the big suppliers of radios, antennas
and actually everything you didn’t realise
that you needed! We had popped in on
Friday to drop off large quantities of
valuable All Time New One QSLs for
ourselves and local GU hams. One thing
that Bob particularly recalled was the
atmosphere in the little bar at the entrance
‘The Hara Bar’? Yes, it was just like the 70s
in there, but this was real America. The
jukebox had Hotel California and Lynyrd
Skynyrd on it and the beer was very cold.
This was needed as the weather was very
hot on the Saturday and GU4CHY attained
a new colour by the end of the day. The DX
Dinner on Saturday evening was superb
with close to $30,000 of raffle prizes, the
top prize being a high-end transceiver. We
both won something (though not the
transceiver) which made the evening better.
Then back to the hotel bar where more
entertainment was had as us lowly GUs
were treated to drinks long into the night.

Being avid fans of old radio technology, we
decided to start with the flea market. Wow!
It was truly fantastic and nearly everything
was ham-radio related, with enough boat
anchors to keep an entire fleet stationary. If
you have never been to Dayton before and
you love flea markets, this has to be the
best. We didn’t hang around, scanning stalls
gently whilst we walked – it took us a day
and a half to complete! Bob bought many
old Vibroplex and other old bug keys which

On the Sunday morning we attended the
FOC breakfast on the top floor of the
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Dayton Crowne Plaza hotel. The views were
great and Dick won another raffle prize. We
went back to the Hamvention and enjoyed
the closing stages of the show - and it really
was a good time to see all the new kit on
offer as it was substantially quieter then.
The show closed just after lunch and our
friend Paul, KG4UVU and his wife drove
all the way from Atlanta to meet us again Paul stayed with Bob in Guernsey just last
year. We finished the day off in the Hara bar
for one last time and had lots of fun.

busy work lives. Monday arrived and we
flew back to Manchester arriving just in
time to go out for lunch again with Bob’s
daughter - and then onto Guernsey, home by
the evening.
In summary: a great show in true US style.
The highlight being the enormous flea
market, seeing old and new friends and of
course lots of wining and dining! For any
radio amateur who has never been to
Dayton, we would strongly recommend it.
The Friedrichshafen Hamvention has
become popular these days and this may be
the reason why we only met a handful of
UK radio amateurs - and of those, not the
usual culprits we were expecting to see!

After a lift back to the hotel we found
another great bar with Peroni on tap for
about £1.60 a pint, which set us up for our
final meal out with Greg at ‘Jay’s’ - a great
seafood restaurant about 10 minutes walk
from the Dayton Grand. We thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves and reviewed what had
been a super trip for a few days just
switching off from our usual hectic and

73
Bob, GU4YOX and Dick, GU4CHY

Press Release: FOC - FOCUS75 Magazine
During the month of May 2013 the First Class CW Operators' Club hosted a CW QSO
Party, FOC75, to help celebrate the Club's 75th Anniversary. This turned into a major CW
fun event for the whole month. Over 60 stations around the world signed with the *FOC
prefix, making over 200,000 CW QSOs and leading to over 1,600 applications for our
commemorative certificate - well beyond our wildest dreams. This was a major tribute to
Samuel Morse, Alfred Vail and to the Club's motto: "A man should keep his friendship in
constant repair" (Samuel Johnson, 1709-1789).
FOC publishes a quarterly magazine for its members called ‘FOCUS’, a high-quality
magazine edited by Gabor, S57WJ. But this FOC75 event met with such huge success that
we have decided to publish an extra edition, called ‘FOCUS75’. FOC is pleased to share
this special edition of our magazine not only with members but also anyone who enjoys
CW. Just go to www.g4foc.org/ to download it. Read the whole story of this month-long
celebration of Morse Code, especially the operating experiences around the world, and see
photos of those who made it happen in a pull-out poster.
CW is alive and well and will remain so for at least the next 75 years - FOC will see to
that!
73 de Roger/G3SXW FOC Committee Secretary.
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IOTA News
IOTA Convention, Beaumont Estate, Old Windsor 2014
Last time I mentioned the possibility of holding the celebration of IOTA’s 50th
Anniversary at Beaumont House, Old Windsor over the weekend of 4-6 July 2014.
Following ‘plugs’ at Friedrichshafen and at the CDXC Summer Social we now have
‘three-figure take-off’ in the number of folk expressing a serious interest in attending.
Currently this includes amateurs in 17 countries and 5 continents, with a surprisingly high
number planning to be accompanied by their wives/partners. If you have not yet told me
of your interest at g3kma@dsl.pipex.com, please do so without delay. The RSGB Board
are expected to take a decision on whether to support the event at their mid-September
meeting and the higher the figure we can show as planning to attend, the better the
prospects of it going ahead.
To recap, many of you will remember the annual HF and IOTA Convention at the
Beaumont from 1991 to 2001 and its beautiful setting in 40 acres of stunning countryside
just by the River Thames. Nearby is historic Magna Carta Island, with Windsor and its
attractions just up the road. The Beaumont has undergone major refurbishment and is now
one of the most popular conference centres/hotels in the area… and we have been assured
that double-beds now sleep two, not one and a half, people! Travel connections are easy
with London Heathrow Airport just 10 miles away (special taxi rates available if arranged
through the Beaumont). Further details are on page 34 of the July Digest. Further details
are on page Chapel and
An event such as this needs a lot of organising. Some helpers have come forward, but we
need several more. This is important as it is critical to the Board’s decision. Please
consider if you can help make this event happen. Is there some particular element of
the organising where you can assist?
Update of data in IOTA DIRECTORY (2011 edition)
IOTA reference number issued
OC-285

H44

Sikaiana Atoll (aka Stewart Islands) (Solomon Islands)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
EU-183

YP13S

Sacalinu Mare Island (July 2013)

NA-035
NA-050
NA-152
NA-204
NA-223
OC-027
OC-050
OC-149
OC-158
OC-158

HQ8S
K6VVA/KL7
K6VVA/KL7
T46C
HQ8D
FO/UT6UD
FO/UT6UD
H44IOTA
H44IND
H44IOTA

Santanilla Islands (June 2013)
Barter Island (July/August 2013)
Sarichef Island (June 2013)
Santa Maria, Sabana Archipelago (June 2013)
Vivorillo Cays (June 2013)
Hiva Oa Island, Marquesas Islands (July 2013)
Rurutu Island, Austral Islands (July 2013)
Liapari Island, New Georgia Islands (May/June 2013)
Nggela Sule, Florida Islands (July 2013)
Nggela Sule, Florida Islands (June 2013)
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OC-166
OC-175
OC-285
OC-285

YB3MM/7
Derawan Island (July 2013)
DU9/JA1PBV Balut Island, Sarangani Islands (June/July 2013)
H44AJ
Sikaiana Atoll (June 2013)
H44S
Sikaiana Atoll (June 2013)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered,i.e. not
specifically required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be
accepted by Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name
should be printed on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
19 June 2013
___________________________________________________________________

The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
K3. Many thanks for that, Mike, and I am
sure it will be very helpful to the Elecraft
K3 owners. Mike refers to the PSK piece in
issue 204:

Two-tone
My thoughts on AFSK have mellowed
somewhat after reading some of the results
from people using the two-tone program
from David Wicks/G3YYD, but my FT2000 has been back to the hospital with a
very bad recurring illness. This is the third
time that the front end has had a problem.
Judging by the reflector a load of others
have had a similar problem, so although
protective diodes were fitted, both preamps
and mixer blew again. I am careful with
grounding, switching and so on, and always
ground all antennas when leaving the shack,
so am not sure what could be causing this to
happen. Anyway, it has returned so I will be
trying this program in the next few weeks,
time from grass/hedge cutting allowing.

Point 2: turning the power control up to full
power
and
Point 3: adjusting the audio gain until the
desired power is reached.
The power setting of the K3 is essentially
“fly by wire”; the front panel power control
has no direct control over the power
delivered to the antenna port. Rather, it is a
request to the CPU to arrange for the
requested power to be delivered. Feedback
from the internal power meter confirms that
this has been achieved. Setting the power to
100W and then adjusting the audio level for
30W will result in the power level slowly
creeping up in an attempt to comply with
the request for 100W. My own K3 when set
up as above initially started at the set 30W
gradually increasing output to 70W and still
climbing.

PSK
Following my piece on PSK in the last
issue, I received some feedback from Mike/
VP8NO regarding the use of the K3 on this
mode. I don’t have a K3 (yet!), so I am
presenting Mike’s reply verbatim in order
that it will obviously help those who own a
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The correct way to set the audio level and
power with the K3 is:

instances where a station was transmitting
audio at the same time and very readable too
on occasions!

First, select the appropriate data sub-mode,
AFSK A or DATA A. In data modes
compression is disabled and audio
equalisation set to flat automatically.

Feedback from Ray Soifer, W2RS
Just finished reading your (as usual)
excellent column in the latest Digest.
(Flattery will get you anywhere, Ray!) I
still have a question: other than entering
PSK contests, what is the point of
using PSK for DXing?

Second, adjust the audio level until the ALC
display is showing four solid bars with the
fifth occasionally flickering. This might
sound all wrong, but apparently the first
four bars of the ALC display are in reality a
VU display, the fifth and subsequent bars
indicate onset and increasing ALC action,
contrary to the display legend. This
adjustment can be done in TX TEST mode
to avoid radiating a signal.

Peter never intended it for contesting or
DXing, but for casual conversation. For
short "599 TU" QSOs, it is no more
efficient than CW, and CW has far higher
QSO rates. I've tried PSK with a variety of
software packages, and keep coming back to
good old RTTY and MMTTY for digital
DXing.

Third, adjust the power control for the
desired output power.
With my K3 I confirmed that the audio level
can be adjusted until the fifth bar stops
flickering without compromising power
control and satisfies the goal of no ALC
action.

That said, I know that many of the younger
generation do most or all of their DXing on
PSK. Do they simply not know better, or do
they know something I've missed? Or, is
PSK simply the low-power mode for those
who don't know CW? (Er, have they tried
JT65? It's up to 10 dB more efficient than
either, albeit with a correspondingly slower
QSO rate.)

Unfortunately this procedure is not detailed
in the latest version of the K3 Owner’s
Manual, revision D10 August 24 2011. It
is, however, regularly posted on the Elecraft
reflector with the full authority of the
designer and DSP code author.
With the growing stable of hybrid
SDR/analogue radios with potentially
model-specific power control strategies it is
likely that a blanket recommendation for
correct mode/power management might no
longer be valid.

Surfing around, I see that Joe has released
JT9. The fastest option, JT9-1, takes 4-6
minutes to complete a QSO. The slowest,
JT9-30, takes 2-3 hours. It's on 14.078.
Ray is talking about Joe Taylor/K1JT. Joe
has written a suite of programs, mostly for
space-orientated use, such as EME,
ionospheric and meteor scatter, but some are
in use on HF as well. However, it makes use
of weak signals, in fact VERY weak signals,
some that are inaudible and I feel that these
are not really suited to HF. In fact BARTG
received some flak when we caused QRM
to some QSOs on 40 metres. However, if
nothing is heard on an HF frequency, it
appears to be clear so it will get used. These
modes are more suited to VFH/UHF. Take a
look at Joe’s home page:

Mike has a very good point here and it
would be a good idea if manufacturers take
this on board and devote a larger section to
the use of their equipment on data modes,
especially PSK.
Whilst on the PSK bandwagon, it would
also be a good idea if users of the mode
checked to see if their audio was muted
from their microphone. I have heard several
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http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/ws
jt.html

“I acquired a homebrew tube FSK
demodulator from an eBay estate sale.
Probably a silent key. The seller was in
Crawford, Ga.

However I digress here.
I think the main reason for using PSK,
especially for newbies, is the fact that they
can have DX contacts with minimum
power, without suffering QRM from
stations running high power, from the very
beginning with some setting up of their
equipment. This is more attractive than
learning CW, although this is being pushed
now (especially at NARC!), but it takes
more effort and time to become proficient
with CW.

The photos are at
http://s685.photobucket.com/user/N4BE/libr
ary/Mainline%20TTL%20FSK%20Demodulator
The demodulator works perfectly as far as I
can tell. The photos don’t do it justice, it
was planned and constructed in a
professional manner by whoever did it.
This is actually a demodulator based on the
design in October 1965 QST Magazine.
There is a brief description at

PSK31 is slow and laborious, but PSK63 is
much faster, akin to RTTY and can be quite
effective. One main reason I don’t like
“chatting” on PSK is because nearly every
QSO makes use of all the add-ons that are
available in that mode, automated sending
of date of birth, date of becoming licensed,
how large a hard drive is being used, name
of Aunt Nellie’s cat, date and time stamp
down to the nearest micro-second and so on.
It gets boring, man!

www.rtty.com/development/tu/ttl-fsk/ttlfsk.htm
My question is: does anyone know who the
ham might have been who built this? I asked
the estate seller but got no response. I
actually built one of these in 1967 when I
was a kid, but mine was nowhere as well
built and compact as this. Brings back a lot
of memories.”

It has been made more popular due to the
fact that DXCC is now available in ONLY
digital form instead of RTTY, something I
was not happy about, but hey, that’s life! I
have to live with that. I don’t think many
DXpeditions use PSK because RTTY is
more suited to DXing. Any thoughts on
this?

Jim, N4BE n4be_jim at yahoo.com
BARTG 75 Baud Sprint
Yes, it’s that time of year again. Where does
all the time go? If you receive this before
September 20th, you have time to enter!

RTTY Nostalgia
Date and time: Sunday 22nd September
2013 1700 - 2100z

I came across this on the RTTY reflector
and had a few moments of pure nostalgia. I
drooled over the construction and memories
that this invoked. RTTY is so easy these
days, newbies barely know anything of the
early days of RTTY and teleprinters and the
awesome enthusiasm we all showed in those
early days. Yes, I know, I should go and
finish my cocoa and shut up.

It’s only 4 hours, but it really is a hectic four
hours. These 75 Baud Sprints are becoming
more and more popular each year since
BARTG reinstated them. I hope to work
some of you in this contest, so let’s hope we
get some half-decent propagation.
The rules are very explicit for this contest,
however, and so is the log submission. If
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you don’t bother to comply, you stand a
good chance of having your log discarded!
You have been warned!

www.bartg.org.uk/documents/contests/sprin
t75/rules/bartg-sprint75-rules-september2013.pdf

Take a look and download the rules. They
are available in PDF format here:

73 de Roger, G3LDI

_____________________________________________________________________

Bureau cards via OQRS
A survey by G7VJR
[The following essentially for reference purposes. Ed.]
What is this survey about?
This survey is about allowing users to charge money for bureau cards requested through Club
Log's Online QSL Request System (OQRS). This is not a survey about Club Log asking for a
fee. Club Log is free.
Club Log OQRS is a computerized system for asking for direct or bureau QSL cards. It's
intended to reduce unwanted cards, especially for expeditions, and simplify QSLing for popular
callsigns. At present, there are two important rules that apply to all users who wish to use Club
Log OQRS:
1. Bureau cards must be offered.
2. No-one may charge for a bureau card in Club Log OQRS
These rules were intended to stop commercialization of the QSL process.
What is being considered?
We are considering allowing users to choose to charge for bureau cards, or choose not to offer
bureau cards. Club Log has all-but eliminated the personal effort needed to request a bureau
card, and this may be causing unnecessary or indiscriminate QSLing via the bureau. Giving
callsign holders the option to charge a small amount for bureau cards would reduce this
problem. However, it may also cause resentment or disputes if cards sent through the bureau
never arrive.
What would you prefer?
Please let us know what you would prefer by completing this short survey.
x

About you

It would be helpful if we need to contact to you to have a few details. You can skip these
questions if you prefer.
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x
x

Your name
Your callsign

x
x

Your continent
Have you used Club Log OQRS before?
Yes

x

First

Last

No

OQRS Charges

These are the main questions we are trying to answer with this survey. Responses to
these questions are required.
x

Should Club Log OQRS continue to require bureau cards to be offered? *
No opinion
No - direct cards only would be acceptable
option should remain mandatory

x

Should Club Log OQRS allow the possibility of charging for bureau cards? *
No opinion
No - bureau cards must remain free
cards should be allowed

x

Yes - charging for bureau

Supposing that a user decided to charge for bureau cards, what fee would be reasonable?
Enter an amount per request (not per QSO) in dollars. $

x

Yes - the bureau

Dollars .

Cents

Additional input

If you wish, you can send additional comments or feedback here.
x

Do you have any other comments or alternative suggestions? Anything you write here
will be read by the Club Log team but will not be made public.

.
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DXCC
Guest post by Vladimir Bykov, UA4WHX
I have been thinking about this for a long time. Why a few de facto special status or
independent territories cannot be part of the DXCC list?
For the past few years DXCC continued expanding with little island inclusions and that
has been totally overlooking the world realities. It is not meant to say that by including
them on the DXCC list ARRL (or hams in general) endorse their independence, it is just
we honestly face the reality of their special status.
Or can anyone tell me, with full honest confidence, what makes Guantanamo, Maly
Vysotsky, Kaliningrad, Franz Josef or Temotu qualify any better than Transnistria,
Kosovo, Respublika Srpska, Somaliland, Northern Cyprus? Those are mostly totally
independent nations (!) with their functional governments (going back years and years!),
their own money, very often their own passports.
I would like to open up this discussion and will be happy if I find people who agree with
me, and perhaps convince the DXCC desk to reassess the criteria or approach.

An item from the July ARRL Board meeting concerning the DXCC rules.
1. On motion of Mr. Fenstermaker, seconded by Mr. Vallio, the following resolution was
ADOPTED: WHEREAS: The ARRL’s DXCC program is very successful and is
recognized as the premier DX award available to Radio Amateurs. It has been at least
10 years since the DXCC rules were comprehensively reviewed by the DX Advisory
Committee (DXAC) and/or another committee and ratified by the ARRL Board of
Directors. These changes to DXCC have been very successful and resolved many
previous problems and inconsistencies in the DXCC rules and program; and,
WHEREAS during this time, changing international conditions and situations now
warrant review of these rules to insure the DXCC rules acknowledge such changes and
events. NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the ARRL Board of Directors
tasks the Program and Services Committee to request the DX Advisory Committee
(DXAC) study and, if warranted, recommend changes to the DXCC Rules for the
ARRL Board of Directors to discuss. A status report shall be forwarded to the
Programs and Services Committee prior to the January 2014 Board Meeting with a
final report and recommendations forwarded to the Programs and Services Committee
prior to the July 2014 Board Meeting.
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E-mails to the Editor
Now when I go away for any length of
time the quad remains at 10.5 metres and
the vertical is taken down, taken apart and
put in a locked shed. All aluminum tubing is
now hidden and out of sight. Lastly I make
sure that the house looks occupied. We
also have great neighbours on both sides
and they too are vigilant when no one is
home.

From GØMMI
Just a note regarding Roger/G3SXW’s cable
theft [Digest, July 2013].
I sympathise with Roger and with the loss of
coax etc.
I had a close encounter back in November
when I went to go shopping. I had just
pulled out of my drive when two hooded
shysters got out of their car, which
was parked 40 yards from my home, and
attempted to scale the back garden gate.

Overkill, you bet. But what is your
equipment worth to you?
73 Cliff Underhill, GØMMI
________________________________

My neighbour watched them and called his
grandson who lives in the same cul-de-sac
as I. The pair of indescribable hooded
thieves did the proverbial ‘runner’ when
approached, before getting over the gates
proper. They drove off at a high speed with
grandson in hot pursuit into Aylesbury,
where he lost them. Unfortunately he never
got the vehicle’s number plate.

From G3RZP
Having done the RSGB Bureau Submanager's job for a while, I totally agree
with Tom, GM4FDM [CDXC Digest, July
2013] that '100% QSL via Buro' is a waste.
Really bad are special event stations who do
it - they may as well throw half the cards in
the bin to start with, as a relatively low
percentage of amateurs collect cards from
the Bureau. Then there's the JOTA/Thinking
Day stations where the kids are encouraged
to fill in the cards. But how is the poor soand-so sorting the cards to know who
'G4B??' is!

I can only think that they came for the coax,
aluminum, the vertical LF antenna and
maybe the copper wire on my 6-band 2element quad. Presumably they had been
watching our movements either from the
front of our home or from the back, as there
is a playing field and a service road to
the nearby school. The hedge is a 6-foot
Leylandii. The bottom hedge now has
barbed wire interwound.

One point that is important is that on death,
the relatives need to tell the RSGB and
Ofcom. Otherwise they will likely get upset
when a few months later an envelope arrives
addressed to the deceased amateur. Yes, I've
had that happen.

Since then I have replaced the gates with 8footers, added carpet grip on top of the
gates and added a ‘Dog Loose’ sign. I have
added three security lights, one on the
front gates and two in the back garden.
Also, at the front door there is now a
security camera. To do this is not cheap.
What really makes me angry is that the
thieves will probably only get a few pounds
for the by now scrap, where as it would cost
me a small fortune to replace what they steal
and damage.

A bad one is the contest station that QSLs
100%. If you work certain US stations in a
contest, they automatically generate a card
from the computer log. So you do ARRL
Phone and CW, CQWW Phone and CW,
IARU, ARRL 10m, ARRL and CQ 160m
contests - and you can get one QSL for each
band and each mode from the same station
in one year. That's some 35 possible cards
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each year! I had a G4B station who was
very active and it happened to him several
years running.

She has just hand-delivered a QSL to me
after her shift. Obviously no actual QSO
took place, but as I was going to reply with
a card to him I got thinking and amended
the ‘Via’ box, could this be the first QSL via
NHS? Also, it’s probably one of the
quickest, seeing as its been round the area
with the ‘Blues & Twos’ today.

Personally, I can't be bothered to use
electronic logging: with the sciatica sitting
down for a long time isn't possible, so I
don't do contests, especially as my
favourites (Summer Top Band and Low
Power 2m CW) have been discontinued. So
LoTW or eQSL don't interest me, and in any
case I want to finish DXCC on 160, 30, 17
and 12m, so I need cards. Plus it's a good
excuse to go to Dayton!

Just a funny I thought you might like.
73 Pete, G4RRM
________________________________

By the way, G8ON was my father's callsign.
When he first went on 40m phone in 1938, a
local casual listener to short wave (there
were quite a few then) wrote to the local
paper to say how good his new radio was,
with excellent reception of the station 'G8 in
Oslo Norway'!

From ZS1FJ / 9V1FJ
I am stimulated by two matters to write.
I had the pleasure of being at Friedrichshafen a month ago. I want to comment the
ham spirit shown by a CDXC member, Phil
Cooper/GU0SUP. Phil went out of his way
in great detail to describe the easiest of the
ways to get there, once in Europe - having
arrived
from
South
Africa
via
Heathrow. On arrival on the ferry from the
Swiss side, I found Phil waiting to greet me.
We spent quite a fair amount of time
discussing hotels and as it happened, all
were booked out. I managed to find a room
at the Ibis, which is situated within 50 yards
of Friedrichshafen airport.

Peter, G3RZP
________________________________
From GWØRYT
I must say here that I really look forward to
the CDXC newsletter and read it from cover
to cover. I've even left a copy or two in the
bookshelves at hotels that I've stayed in on
holiday to try to promote the hobby.

Next time I will make sure I arrive via this
airport for these reasons. It is the best value
by far. About 100 Euros per night and the
basic restaurant served an excellent variety
at very inexpensive prices. And every guest
seemed to be radio hams! That made it for
me. It is 5 kms to the Hamfest.



Robert, GWØRYT
(in an e-mail to G3SVL)
________________________________
From G4RRM

I enjoy walking and found a short cut, so
after some good exercise I was there in 25
minutes. But you can rent a bicycle and be
there in just over 5 minutes.

My YL visited an old timer today and saw
his QRP mag loop set up (he lives in
sheltered accommodation and can’t have
external aerials). Realising it was amateur
radio kit she asked him about it. He’s a G3
in the next town - someone I have never
heard on air so far.

The second matter involved my being
fortunate to be on the NH8S Swains Island
DXpedition. Fortunate because this was my
first big DXpedition, although if you look at
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my QRZ.com biography I have been on
many small ones in remote places.

G4TSH came along and assessed the set-up
and, as I thought, I needed a new beam and
underground cable, and they agreed to do
it. A new trench was also needed.

So why was I fortunate? I was in my 80th
year. Arnie, N6HC was the team doctor and
he put me though the medical mill, having
to satisfy him thoroughly. Then too I am
one of those old timers who still use paper
logs. So I had to learn electronic logging on
the job. Tom and Joe gave me a few tips and
the demands of the high QSL rate dragged
the speed out of me. I had just been on my
Caribbean one-man DXpedition (see DX
Magazine, January 2013) and should have
dumped the paper log.

A date was fixed and I arranged for a local
builder and gardener to dig the trench, but
this was delayed due to wet weather
conditions, so another date was fixed at the
beginning of June. The weather was dry and
David and Justin arrived at about 7.30am
and worked solidly for about twelve
hours. The result - a perfect match - and I
am only too grateful for their hard work.
Also thank you, Neville, without whom it
would not have happened. Thank you,
CDXC.

Oh, and what I rate my next best
achievement on Swains was to walk round
the island during the 6-hour off period in the
118° F temperature. I was told it might take
an hour. It took me 2½ hours, but then I
found no one had done it before. I did not
tell Arnie and I’m sure he would have
stopped this 80-year-old idiot.
Both Arnie and Tom are CDXC members. I
have never found such an amazing
team. Craig, K9CT and Joe, W8GEX were
brilliant team leaders.

Geoff, G3GHS

As always, I enjoy being a CDXC member.
Barry ZS1FJ/9V1FJ
________________________________
From G3GHS
At the end of last year I lost SWR reception
on my beam A3S. I realised I had to have a
new beam and possibly underground cable
to my shack. These days I am unable to
tackle such tasks and there wasn't a radio
ham in the area who could help me. An idea
came – the Chiltern DX Club might help. So
I contacted Neville, as I am a member of
CDXC, and he told me to leave it with
him. This I did.
David Aslin, G3WGN, then rang and said
he would come and see the set-up. He and
another member of the club, Justin Snow/
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CDXC DX Marathon Challenge
CDXC is pleased to announce sponsorship of a new DX Challenge with accompanying
awards. Starting in 2014, the CDXC DX Marathon Challenge will be an annual
competition open to all CDXC members. The purposes of the Challenge and awards are to
promote DXing activity by members during the year, to recognize achievement in DXing
over the course of the year, and to promote the uploading of logs to Club Log (which leads
to better statistical information for us all).
Scoring in the DX Marathon Challenge will be based on the number of DXCC entities
worked during the year, regardless of band, mode, or number of times worked. In order to
both promote uploading QSO data to Club Log and to promote an atmosphere of
competition, Club Log uploads will be required at least four times – including the final
upload at the end of the year – but will be encouraged to be more frequent (see the rules
for details).
The closing date for final uploads will be midnight of 5 January following the year’s end.
Results will be confirmed by the CDXC Committee by 1 February following the end of
the Challenge. Winners will have their achievements recognized by the award of trophies
and salvers at the CDXC AGM/Summer Social in July of the following year. Certificates
will be sent via e-mail shortly after the announcement of results.
The full rules are:
When:

00:01 GMT 1st January to 23:59 GMT 31st December, each year

Bands:

160m, 80m, 40m, 30m, 20m, 17m, 15m, 12m, 10m, 6m

Modes:

Any within your license

Power:

Any within your license

Eligibility:

The CDXC DX Marathon Challenge is open to any licensed
amateur worldwide, but only fully paid-up members of the Chiltern
DX Club (CDXC) are eligible to receive Awards (except the
CDXC Awards Manager, who is ineligible for any Challenge
awards).

Scoring:

Each DXCC entity scores 1 point and is counted once only
regardless of how many bands or how many modes that entity is
worked on.

Log entry:

Via upload to Club Log and electing to enter the CDXC DX
Marathon Challenge on the Club Log website. Regular uploading
of your log during the year is encouraged – at least once per month
is preferred - as this helps to drive the Challenge and provides a
spectator sport for all to see.
To be eligible for awards, Club Log uploads must occur at least
three times during the year, including at least once in the 3rd
calendar quarter, once in the October-November period, and at
least once between December 1st and December 15th. More
frequent uploads are encouraged.
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Log
Verification:

No QSLs are required, but in the event of a dispute the CDXC
Committee may request a photocopy or print-out of an applicant’s
logs.

Closing
date:

The final upload to Club Log must be no later than 23:59 UTC, 5
January of the following year. Scores will be determined based on
data contained in Club Log at that time.

Awards:
Trophies:

The CDXC Marathon Challenge Cup (travelling trophy) will be
awarded to the CDXC member with the highest number of
DXCC’s worked. It will be presented at the CDXC AGM/Summer
Social in July of the following year and will be held for ten
months.

Salvers:

The top three placed entrants will receive an engraved salver to
keep. Salvers will be presented at the CDXC AGM/Summer Social
in July of the following year.

Certificates:

Certificates of merit will be awarded to the entrants placed overall
4th to 10th. Certificates will be e-mailed in .PDF format
approximately two months after the closing date.

CDXC especially acknowledges the contributions of Michael, G7VJR for his support through Club
Log.

Tom Christian, VP6TC / VR6TC Silent Key
Tom Christian, VP6RC / VR6TC, a long-time radio amateur who became known as ‘the
Voice of Pitcairn’, died July 7 on the tiny South Pacific Island that was his lifelong home.
He was 78 and a descendant of Fletcher Christian of ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ fame.
In 2009 he was diagnosed with possible Alzheimer’s disease. According to his wife Betty,
VP6YL / VR6YL, his health ‘deteriorated all too quickly’ and the last few months were, in
her words, ‘cruel ones to watch such a strong, vibrant man reduced to where he was not
really aware of his surroundings and then was unable to walk and swallow food or liquid.’
Tom was first licensed in 1957. Over the years, he and Betty kept in routine radio contact
with their ham radio friends overseas as well as with two of their daughters who are hams.
He often ran just 70W into a 250-foot wire on 15 meters and was able to work the US
easily.
Tom was buried July 8 in the cemetery on Pitcairn. He was a Member of the British
Empire (MBE), and served for 40 years on the Pitcairn Island Council as the Governor’s
Representative. In addition to his wife, survivors include the couple’s four daughters,
Darilene; Sherilene; Jacqueline, VK2CDC, and Raelene, ZL2RAE.
[From QRZ DX]
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S2 Bangladesh Project 2013 by
MDXC
Press Release 1

As usual the MDXC (Mediterraneo DX
Club) guys are working hard to give a
good surprise to the international
community of DXers and IOTA chasers.
This time the team leader is Antonio,
IZ8CCW, and the team co-leader is
Gabriele, I2VGW - with S21AM help are in pole position to put on a new
ambitious project: a DXpedition in
Bangladesh and the real possibility to
establish a real cooperation with the
local hams to assist them in any needs
and improve their knowledge and skill in
the Amateur Radio world. The target
will be once again the same reached,
with great media emphasis and success,
in Brunei last year: a partnership with the
local ham radio.
The team is formed by 20-22 operators
from 9 Countries. They are going to stay
on air for ten days with the usual antenna
farm for all bands/modes with 4 Icom
7000, 2 Elecraft K2, 1 Icom 7200 and 4
amplifiers. The exact date 19 to 29
November 2013. Further info coming
soon and soon will be a dedicated web
site online. Of course any donation for
sponsorship for this new project will be
very welcomed.
Official site will be at
www.mdxc.org/bangladesh2013
[With thanks to the Daily DX]
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Not the GB2RS News
x
x
x
x

including one slightly further afield at
Paddington Station, and they’re proving to
be a big hit with the kids, both young and
old. For further details see the official
website at www.gromitunleashed.org.uk/.
________________________________

FSDXA off to P5?
Those ‘nice’ or ‘FB’ QSOs
GRØMIT on the air
Postcard from Fred’s Harbour

Rumours continue to abound as to the exact
destination for next year’s mammoth
FSDXA DXpedition. The current favourite
is North Korea and P5C, despite the less
than tropical temperatures likely to be
experienced out that way. Meanwhile the
scouts are still out looking for a genuine 5star hotel in Pyongyang. Negotiations also
continue with a view to getting the North
Koreans to drop their ongoing insistence
that after every third QSO the P5C operators
must halt the pile-up to broadcast a prerecorded message saying what “a jolly good
chap and awfully nice fellow” North
Korea’s ‘Dear Leader’ is, the baby-faced
Kim Jong-un.
________________________________

Once again rounding off this year’s Chiltern
DX Club (CDXC) AGM at Château
Cheadle in rural Herefordshire: the by now
traditional postcard from our mystery
CDXC member clearly having a wonderful
time again at ze Ham Radio in Fred’s
Harbour on Lake Constance, jawoll! This
year’s postcard, addressed to ‘Geschaftsführer Martyn, CDXC Group and
Frauleins’, featured a delightful Fred’s
Harbour evening scene and read as follows:
We are all ready for the 2013 Ham Radio
Show after consuming much Gute Bier!!
Due to the rain today, we are having our
AGM at Fred’s Harbour Hauptbahnhof with
the frauleins of ‘Daily Backstube Kloos’
refreshment bar. They are gute ‘entertainers
with the Karioke’ and pole dancing team
[We have been told to keep the blinds
drawn] We will sign you in @ the RSGB
stand – as absent without explanation. Sehr
viele Kuss vom Klaudia und Anabella xxx
________________________________

Attracting increasing attention are QSL
cards with text lines such as ‘Confirming
our nice contact’ or ‘Thanks for FB QSO’
pre-printed on the card – as if the respective
operator knows in advance that every
contact he makes is going to be a ‘nice’ or
‘FB’ one. Indeed some very charming
Japanese stations can be especially good at
pre-assessing these things – in the shape of a
pre-printed slip which they enclose with
their QSL card:

Solution to Prize Crossword 59
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Dear Friend
I did QSO happily.
Thanks for the nice QSO.
Thank you your kindness.
Prease exchange QSL-Card.
I appreciate your labor.
I am praying your happiness.
________________________________
Special event station GRØMIT will be on
the air from the Bristol Museum and Art
Gallery until 8 September. This is to raise
funds for Bristol Children's Hospital. There
are some 80 Gromits dotted around town,
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Digest Prize Crossword 60
1

2

by RFX
3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

The winner of Prize Crossword 59,
July 2013: Alan Pickup, G3XLF,
Knutsford.

26

27

28

ACROSS

DOWN

1 Girl providing pleasant wine (7)
5 Provider of wool making comeback in a
shopping centre (5)
9 First appearance of star in rag at university
(3-2)
10 More old TV reviewed for You-Know-Who
(9)
11 Surprisingly, a US-made film (7)
12 Tower Hill by rail for the most part (7)
13 Barnet makes cuts, including study loans
initially (10)
15 Dam is strange, unfinished (4)
18 Garment making a comeback in York (4)
20 Proceed towards the 19th hole and cheat on
the missus? (4,6)
23 Pasta making American unwell in the centre of
Hatfield (7)
24 Stir-fry, say, beforehand - in the days before
HMS Endeavour? (7)
25 Acrobat's accessories featuring in periods at
college (9)
26 Half-heartedly attacked criminal (5)
27 Barman found in hotel garden (5)
28 Ted Ray's somehow got side-tracked (7)

1 Authorisation to have night out with bishop,
perhaps (7)
2 Sees what someone is saying (3-5)
3 Yearns for topless wild dances (5)
4 One frequently gets depressed when removing
unwanted characters (6,3)
5 General producedure for producing play (6)
6 One of twelve having a job with the French (7)
7 Reportedly change location for union
proceedings (5)
8 I speak ill of Cretian, say (8)
14 Well-filled areas of land? (9)
16 Kinder SS represented as Native Americans
(8)
17 Bug identified by environmentally friendly
airline? (8)
19 Coach man playing in the street (7)
21 Sober, as it were, unlike 14 (7)
22 Skinner's region of the ionosphere (1-5)
23 UA ref retrained as barman (5)
24 Bill has no time for a puzzle (5)
Deadline for entries: 20 October
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Your source for DX News!
The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent
via e-mail to your home or office Monday through
Friday and includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports,
QSL information, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast
and much, much more. With a subscription to The Daily
DX you will also receive DX news flashes and other
interesting DX tidbits. Subscriptions are $49.00 for one
year or $28.00 for 6 months.

The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX
that can be sent weekly to your home or office via e-mail
in the form of a PDF (portable document format). It
includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL
information, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and
graphics. Subscriptions are $27.00 for one year.
Get a free two week trial of The Daily DX and The Weekly
DX by sending a request to bernie@dailydx.com.

The Daily DX
3025 Hobbs Road
Glenwood, Maryland 21738
Phone: 410-489-6518
Skype w3ur-bernie

We are the UK’s
Exclusive Distributor
,4FSJFT5SBOTDFJWFS
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* Options
When you buy a K3 the journey has only just begun. You get a top performance transceiver that is becoming the favourite
for DXpeditions and contests. It has a performance that would cost much more with some other brands, and you are in
good company. The data modes can be run entirely without a PC. You can add a completely separate receiver, and get the
P3 Panadaptor. Add an internal 10:1 VSWR ATU and sit it beside the 500W PA. Plus more to come!

K3/100-F Built £2099.95 K3/100-K Kit £1999.95

,1"-JOFBS8N
A 500-watt solid-state amp that’s so well integrated, you’ll think its reading
your mind. The KPA-500 features 160-6m coverage, instant RF based band
switching with any radio, alphanumeric status display, bright LED bar graphs,
and a rugged, built-in linear supply. The amp’s manual band switches can also
be used to change bands on the K3. Also the K3 can even select per-band amplifier drive levels automatically when the amp is placed into operate mode, so you’ll rarely need to adjust power output. But
the KPA-500 is not just limited to use with the K3 – It is fully compatible with most radios. The KPA comes with a 230V AC
built-n PSU. Time for a change!

KPA500-F Built £2199.95 KPA500-K Kit £1999.95

We are now the Exclusive Distributors
SDR AT ITS BEST! AVAILABLE NOW
ANAN100 / 100D

ANAN10 - 10W

160m - 6m 100W - Receive 10kHz - 55MHz
Ethernet Connection
ANAN100 - 1 physical receiver and 7 software Rx
ANAN100D -2 physical receivers and 14 software Rx
Panoramic Display 384kHz (55MHz in future)
Rx Dynami range 125dB - IF down to 25Hz
IF rejection >100dB

Price - ANAN100 £1999 ANAN100D £2899 (Introductory).

Price - £Tba

Apache Labs are based in India and manufacture SDR monitoring receivers up 8.5GHz for government use. They now
bring their commercial expertise to the ham radio market.
The ANAN-10, 100 and 100D represent the very latest in 4th generation SDR technology, with the receiver software
chain being pushed further towards the antenna socket than ever before. This ensures receiver generated spurs and
‘birdies’ become a thing of the past. Something that will particularly please those who intend to use the ANAN series in
conjunction with a VHF or UHF transverter. Software: OpenHPSDR mRX Windows (Linux / Mac software to follow)

www.wsplc.com
Orderline: 01702 206835
Waters & Stanton, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS.
W&S @ Jaycee, 20 Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5DF

"Outstanding"
- Peter Hart
Our new flagship model
for real DXers

TS-990S
HF/50MHz TRANSCEIVER

receivers for simultaneous reception on two different bands
QDual

developed mixer that helps to achieve +40 dBm IP3
QNewly


1

with five types of newly developed 270 Hz–15 kHz roofing filter
QEquipped


2

DSPs installed in bandscope and main and sub receivers
QDedicated

Watts on HF/6M - Heavy-duty TX capability for prolonged operation
Q200

TFT display configuration allowing an intuitive grasp of conditions
QDual

1,2

Main RX only. 2 plus space for an optional filter

[ Other functions ] • Newly developed dividing PLL that divides high frequencies and achieves a high C/N ratio • Transceiver equipped with ±0.1 ppm TCXO, which
has a high degree of stability yet still conserves energy • Advanced AGC combining digital and analogue technology • Functions for eliminating various types
of interference and noise • Built-in automatic antenna tuner that enables high-speed operation • Twin cooling system that circulate sufficient airflow internally

Kenwood House Dwight Road Watford
Hertfordshire WD18 9EB, United Kingdom

*Alterations may be made without notice to improve the ratings or the design of the transceiver.
*The photographic and printing processes may cause the coloration of the transceiver to appear different from that of the actual transceiver.

www.kenwoodcommunications.co.uk

www.yaesu.co.uk

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

New Yaesu
FTdx1200
Base Transceiver

ML&S are pleased to announce the new Yaesu
FTdx1200 HF/6m Base from Yaesu Musen
For more information see:
www.HamRadio.co.uk/x1200

RRP £1799.95 ML&S Only £1399.95
UK’s Largest Dealer

ACCESSORIES

AMATEUR
RADIO

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Outline House, 73 Guildford Street,
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

E&OE

ANTENNAS

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

HamRadioUK

