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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
In this Digest, amongst other things, it’s
welcome again to that fearless globetrotter
Nigel, G3TXF, and his new ‘In the DX
Window’ column. That kicks off on p. 11.
Yes, if - in the DX world - Nigel hasn’t
heard about it, then it’s probably not worth
knowing about anyway.

In amateur radio, of course, we don’t do
politics, do we? At least, we’re not
supposed to. However, the distinguished
author of ‘The CY9M Story’, which starts
on p. 14, immediately had me thinking that
we do - and that he might well be
advocating the abolition of the monarchy.
Not that they have one where he lives. But
Mike, is the crown really over?

Meanwhile, despite our very best efforts,
we’ve still been unable to find a new
‘Contest’ columnist by way of a
replacement (as it were...) for Lee,
GØMTN. Stepping into the breach, though,
for this Digest only we have one of our two
new Committee members, Geoff Plucknett,
G4FKA, with a very welcome contribution
entitled ‘Contesting for Beginners’.
Although to let you into a secret, this article
of Geoff’s originally started out as an e-mail
attachment with the endearing title of ‘Stuff
for Martyn’. I like it! Indeed, who was it
who said recently that the Digest contained
stuff that’s only of interest to the ‘big guns’
of amateur radio? I like to think that Geoff’s
article, amongst many others over the years,
proves this person wrong.

After which it’s Spratly again and 9M4SLL.
Steve Telenius-Lowe, 9M6DXX, was there.
But then let’s face it: he didn’t have very far
to go. Yes, Richard Spratly, a whaler
captain who cashed in his ships for ever
back in 1866. At least that’s according to
Wikipedia, so it must be true. Needless to
say, many a nearby Asian nation is having
none of this Spratly Islands lark and insists
on calling ‘em by a slightly different name.
In this case it’s Malaysia and Layang
Layang, just one small part of this
archipelago in the South China Sea. Yes, an
‘archipelago’- named, of course, after that
well-known IOTA enthusiast of old, Archie
Pelago. What, you don’t believe me? Well,
just ask Roger, G3KMA.

As for our other new Committee member:
that’s Mike Potter, G4PFF, recently
returned to the UK. Although actually he’s
not new to the CDXC Committee at all,
seeing as he’s been on it before. In between
you might have bumped into him as
5B4AGX. He’s now back home in
Nottingham. Indeed Mike’s e-mail address
is one that I, for one, find it quite difficult to
forget. Check it out for yourself on p. 2. No
doubt it’s my rather devious crossword
mentality, but every time I look at this email address I automatically split the first
part into... well, something to do with the
nose... surrounded by the other four letters,
POTS. But then I also gather that the
original name of that fine city in the East
Midlands was indeed Snottingham.

The CDXC Digest, of course, is not known
for its tendency to shy away from
controversy. We like to face these things
head on. And this issue is no exception. On
p. 25 you’ll find a (how shall I put it...)
thought-provoking article by our very
regular contributor Roger, G3SXW. It’s
entitled ‘CDXC Donations to DXpeditions’
and is not only thought-provoking but also
response-provoking... in the shape of just
that from Chairman Chris, G3SVL. You’ll
find this response on p. 28. All good stuff
again, anyway!
73 Martyn, G3RFX
www.g3rfx.co.uk
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
I’d like to start by thanking all the members
who showed their confidence in the
Committee by voting us back in again. And
I am delighted to welcome Geoff/G4FKA
and Mike/G4PFF who were newly voted
onto the Committee this year – although for
Mike it is a return visit! The Committee
looks forward to serving you for the coming
year.

This is quite an emotive subject for some of
the DX community and we should keep
challenging the ways we approach funding.
There were some exchanges on the
Reflector recently about CBers. I thought all
that sort of stuff had rightly been confined
to history, so it’s worth stating our view on
this. CB has provided many a good operator
to our bands and some of their (legal)
DXCCs are impressive, so let’s stay
inclusive and recognise all comers to DXing
and judge them on who they are now.

I commented at the AGM that due to a
logistical problem we were unable to
present the trophies and salvers for the LF
and HF Challenges. I’m pleased to report
that this is all fixed now and trophies,
salvers and certificates are being distributed
as I type. A list of last year’s winners
appears on page 39 of this Digest.

Jenny and I recently returned from two
weeks in France and we took up the offer to
visit and stay with Ian/G3YBY/F5VKT and
his wife Janet for a few days. Ian arranged a
‘typical French Sunday lunch’ at a nearby
restaurant and Dennis/G3MXJ/F5VHY and
his wife Ann, who live not far away, came
too. Looking out over a terrific landscape
with excellent food and wine provided an
ideal opportunity to catch up with both of
them and to learn about the French approach
to the hobby. The ‘lunch’ lasted four hours!

Jenny and I thought the Summer Social was
the best one ever, so a special thank you to
Neville and Trish for being such good hosts
(again). And the event seemed to mark the
start of summer. My lawn has finally started
to grow and that means just one thing: time
to stretch out a few more radials under the
LF verticals. I add a few each year as I’m
sure some get wrecked by the squirrels or
my attempts to aerate the lawn. And LF
antennas are going to be important with the
DXpeditions coming up. We’ve had CY9M
and D64K since the last Digest and we have
Conway Reef, St Peter and St Paul Rocks
and Campbell Island appearing before the
year is out. CDXC is a major sponsor to all
of these.

By the time you read this the HF Challenge
will be well underway and I hope that the
UK stations are going to give our 5B4
members a run for their money this year.
Despite the Challenge creating a need to
stay by the radio, I hope to see some of you
at the Newark Hamfest later in the month;
do drop by the CDXC stand. Then we have
the RSGB Convention in October, where I
hope we can beat our record for the
percentage of attendees who are CDXC
members – if only at the bar!

On the subject of DXpedition funding, you
will see that Roger/G3SXW, a long-time
CDXC member, has made some suggestions
on DXpedition funding. I have written a
response, so please take the time to read
both of these and let us have your feedback.

Until then, 73 and good DX.
Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
It was great to have so many members and
their guests at our home for the CDXC
AGM and Summer Social. Thanks from
Trish and me to all who sent notes of
thanks.

This may be a good time to remind all those
UK members with lifetime licences issued
in November 2006 to re-validate them
online. This was to have been done after
five years, but the period was extended
because of the Olympics. Now is the time to
revalidate. Just go to www.ofcom.org.uk.
Under ‘Radio Communications Licences’
click on ‘Amateur Radio’ - the process is
very straightforward; you just need your
licence number.

We were very fortunate to be blessed with
excellent weather, our first day of real
summer this year. Our members came from
far and wide – including Germany, the US
and the Falkland Islands. Everyone turned
up as expected, so there was no wasted food
this year. We made £1,225 on the raffle
including the monies raised from the auction
of the key that Tony/GØOPB won and
generously donated. Thanks Tony.

We plan to be at Newark and at the RSGB
Convention and to perch on the ML & S
stand. Do come and say hello and do bring
along any non-members who may be
interested in joining our thriving and
growing club.

Thanks again to Mark Mann for running the
BBQ and to Yaesu UK for donating the
major raffle prize, the FT-450D that was
won by John/EI7BA on his first visit to a
Summer Social. Thanks too to Kenwood
(David/G5HY), ML & S (Martin/G4HKS)
and Nevada Radio (Mike/G3SED) for
donating further excellent prizes and to all
the members who brought along prizes too.
They all made for a great raffle. Thanks too,
to Hilary/G4JKS for being ‘Official
Photographer’.

At the RSGB Convention I shall be giving
talks on both the Saturday and Sunday
entitled ‘The T32C DXpedition to
Christmas Island – The Real Story’ and
Don/G3XTT will give a talk on the
Saturday called ‘DXpedition Antennas - the
FSDXA Experience’. It is fascinating to see
how our approach to antennas has changed
since the days of 9MØC, the Spratly
DXpedition in 1998, when we used trapped
beams at 20 ft!

There has been some good news relating to
our postage costs. For some time we have
been seeking a less expensive way of
mailing our UK Digests. Tim/MØURX
came to the rescue with a little known
facility in OBA – the Royal Mail’s Online
Business Account. We have used OBA for
our overseas mailings of the recent Digests
very successfully. In addition to saving on
postage costs, the service seems to be
quicker than the normal mail. We estimate
that the additional savings by using OBA
for UK mail will amount to over £1,000
p.a., a very substantial amount that can be
used for DXpedition sponsorship.

Regarding the T32C QSLing: our OQRS
and direct requests have nearly all dried up,
but we have still not received a substantial
batch of cards via the Bureau. So far 65,500
QSOs have been confirmed, 89% direct. My
thanks to the QSL manager team, all CDXC
members, for their support.
The next Digest will be No. 200 and we
plan to make this a special edition.
Martyn/G3RFX will have all our back
issues to No. 1 from which to extract
material and will no doubt be approaching
Founder Members for some thoughts about
the early days of CDXC.
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I look forward to seeing many of you at
Newark or at the RSGB Convention.
73
_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

EI7GY

Joe Ryan

Co. Dublin

GØNBI

Graham Coomber

Bromsgrove

G3KLH
G3WOS

Dave Alexander
Chris Gare

New Milton
Farnborough

G4DCI

Philip Hopwell

Loughborough

G6VMR

Martin Adams

Birmingham

G7OGX

Chris Inwood

Bognor Regis

K5GS

Gene Spinelli

Divide, CO

MØGME

Gary Ellis

Scarborough

MW1DMH

Mark Harper

Saltney

_____________________________________________________________________

Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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Minutes of 2012 CDXC AGM
Held on 21 July 2012 at 1200
Lower Withers Barns, Middleton on the Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire
(QTH of G3NUG)
Members Present (64):
DK1II, DL7FA, EI7BA, G0ECJ, G0MRH, G0NBI, G0OPB, G0VDZ, G1FON, G2HDR,
G3BJ, G3KAF, G3KHZ, G3KWK, G3LAS, G3LHJ, G3LLK, G3LQP, G3LZQ, G3NHL,
G3NUG, G3PJT, G3PLP, G3RFX, G3SJH, G3SJJ, G3SVD, G3SVK, G3SVL, G3SWH,
G3UEG, G3UJE, G3UML, G3USR, G3VDB, G3VPW, G3WGN, G3WGV, G3WPH,
G3WYW, G3XTT, G4AHK, G4AXX, G4CCZ, G4DCI, G4FAD, G4FAL, G4FKA,
G4HKS, G4IUF, G4JKS, G4PFF, G4PLY, G4TSH, G6OPY, G6VMR, G7VJR,
GW4BKG, KG4UVU, M0DLL, M0OXO, M0PRL, M0URX, MD0CCE
Welcome
Chris, G3SVL, CDXC Chairman, welcomed everyone to the AGM.
Apologies for Absence (60):
5B4AHJ, CT7AGC/G3VCQ, G0DWV, G0FYX, G0HDB, G0ORH, G0PHY, G0PSE,
G0SNV, G0THF, G0TKT, G0UAZ, G0VJG, G1VDP, G2BKZ, G3ESY, G3GHS, G3GZJ,
G3JNB, G3OFW, G3RWF, G3RXQ, G3RZP, G3SED, G3SHF, G3SXW, G3TXF,
G3UCQ, G3VYI, G3WKL, G3YPE, G3ZKN, G4DDL, G4DDX, G4EJW, G4GMW,
G4HZV, G4LDL, G4NQQ, G4OCO, G4RKO, G7SOZ, G8APB, G8DQZ, GI4TSK,
GW0ANA, GW4BLE, GW8IQC, M0AEP, M0AUG, M0AXP, M0BCT, M0BJL,
M0GHQ, M0MRW, M0OVL, M0SDY, MW0IDX, M5JON, W2RS
Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM held on 16 July 2011 were received. It was proposed that
these be accepted by G0OPB and seconded by G4IUF. The motion was AGREED by all
present.
Matters arising
There were no matters arising.
Chairman’s Report
Chris Duckling, G3SVL, presented his Chairman’s report. He said that this had been a
good year for CDXC with membership numbers up slightly and a record level of financial
sponsorship for DXpeditions. We have supported 15 DXpeditions and with our donations
to IREF and Club Log this brings total donations this year to in excess of £6,000, making
us one of the major sponsors worldwide.
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The LF and HF Challenges were hotly competed this year and the Trophies will be
presented after the AGM. The Chairman congratulated all those who entered and made
dead bands come alive. These do, however, continue to be a ‘40m’ or ‘15m’ affair with
our Cyprus members especially successful in the 2011 HF Challenge.
The website continues to attract new members, particularly overseas members, and this
has been boosted by our President’s presentations at a number of high-profile Conventions
in USA this year. We thank Neville for his efforts. The CDXC Reflector continues to be a
source of lively debate on DX topics – although the moderators do have to step in from
time to time to prevent it drifting into ‘80m Sunday morning net’ mode!
Chris commented that the Digest goes from strength to strength and read out a recent email from Ray, W2RS, complementing all those involved in the Digest’s production.
The Chairman announced that after considerable work by enthusiastic volunteers, we will
shortly be launching an archive of the Geoff Watts/RSGB ‘DX News Sheets’ (DXNS),
accessible to all from our website. This will be a tremendous asset for researchers and
others with a general interest in DXing history.
Chris thanked his Committee for their outstanding contribution to the Club and
particularly wanted to pay thanks to Jim, M0ZAK, who is standing down at this AGM.
Finally, Chris thanked Neville and Trish for allowing us to hold the AGM and Summer
Social at their magnificent QTH.
Secretary’s Report
In Tony Bettley/G4LDL’s absence, the Chairman presented the Secretary’s report. The
Committee met four times this year with business being progressed by e-mail or telephone
as required.
Membership numbers are up slightly again from 745 to 761 with 108 new members
joining but some 73 members either resigning or just not renewing and, sadly, 10
becoming SK.
The Club recognised the following Silent Keys during the year: Peter, G2ART; Bill,
G3JYP; Jack, G3LNC; Bill, G3LTV; Ian, G4UWK; Alex, GM3ZBE; Paul, G0UZP; Steve,
M0SFG; Jens, DL7AKC and Austin, VK5WO. CDXC passes condolences to their
families.
Our attendance at rallies and National events this past year was somewhat curtailed
partially due to most of the usual rally ‘helpers’ being involved in the successful T32C
trip. It is expected that the CDXC flag will be flown again during 2012/13 with
attendances at Newark and the RSGB Convention already in hand to follow our presence
at the Newbury Rally.
Our Annual Dinner was held once again at Wyboston Lakes, with members and guests
enjoying an excellent after-dinner talk from our President, Neville/G3NUG, who told us
the real story behind T32C. We have been advised that the same room will not be
available next year, so ideas for a different venue would be welcomed!
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Finally the secretary wished to remind all members that subscriptions were due on 1 July
and issued his usual plea for members to keep their e-mail address up to date on CMIS.
Treasurers Report
Gordon Rolland, G3USR, presented his report. He commented that the CDXC accounts
comprise an Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March, 2012 and a
Balance Sheet. These accounts have been prepared by the Honorary Treasurer, reviewed
and approved by the CDXC Committee and signed off by the Auditor.
The result for the year is an excess of Expenditure over Income of £2,695. This is largely
due to: (i) Increased Digest Print and Distribution costs – due to large increases in postage
costs and jumbo Digest editions; (ii) DXpedition Sponsorship – due to an ‘all time’ high in
sponsorship applications and (iii) Marketing & Mail shots driven by the post-T32C
marketing drive - which netted around 50 new members.
The Treasurer noted that ‘Other Income’ included CDXC’s share of the T32C raffle
(£369) and the Creditor of £1,980 is substantially March Digest costs which were unpaid
at 31 March 2012.
Gordon commented that the Club remains financially healthy with sufficient reserves and
he recommended approval of the accounts.
G3BJ proposed and G3WGN seconded the motion to approve the accounts and they were
duly AGREED by all present.
Election of Committee
At this point the entire Committee resigned, as required by the Constitution. The Chair
was taken by Don, G3XTT.
Six of the Committee offered themselves for re-election with Jim, M0ZAK standing down.
The re-election of those six Committee members was proposed by G7VJR and seconded
by G3LZQ, and they were ELECTED en masse by all present.
Geoff Plucknett, G4FKA and Mike Potter, G4PFF had agreed to stand to fill vacancies.
They were proposed by G3WGN and seconded by G3WGV, and were ELECTED by all
present.
The 2012/2013 Committee is thus:
President
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Digest Editor
Member
Member
Member

G3NUG
G3SVL
G4LDL
G3USR
G3RFX
G4AXX (Reflector Moderator)
G4FKA
G4PFF

G3SVL took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.
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Election of Auditor
The Treasurer noted that Nigel Knapton, G1JKE, had agreed to continue to be CDXC’s
Auditor for the coming year. The motion to approve this was proposed by G4IUF,
seconded by G0OPB and AGREED by all present.
Any Other Business
There was no AOBs.
The formal meeting was closed at 1220.
Presentations
The Chairman apologised for the lack of a Trophy presentation, this was caused by a
logistical problem. Arrangements would be made to get the awards to their recipients.
Chris presented Don, G3XTT, with a Certificate of Appreciation for his eight years as ‘DX
an’ all that’ columnist and presented Trish Cheadle with a rose bush for her growing
‘CDXC Rose Garden’.
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
on behalf of Tony Bettley, G4LDL, Secretary/CDXC

Announcing the CDXC DX Archive
The CDXC DX Archive project was born out of a proposal made by Alan,
5B4AHJ/G3PMR, to the CDXC Committee in early 2011. In his research work for Club
Log's callsign database Alan recognised that there are many DX documents that exist
only in paper format and are thus inaccessible to the majority of interested persons. Alan
proposed that CDXC should set up a DX Archive project, whereby DX documents would
be digitised and made freely accessible to all, in a searchable format, via the CDXC
website. The initial phase of this project involved the acquisition and scanning of as
many issues of Geoff Watts' (later the RSGB's) DX News Sheets and RSGB DX News
Magazines as possible. This phase of the project, undertaken entirely by volunteers, is
now live and accessible via the CDXC website.
CDXC Chairman, Chris Duckling, G3SVL said “This is a great initiative which will
enable DX historians to access documents that would otherwise be hidden away in attics
and shacks. Hundreds of man-hours have been put into creating this archive and we are
delighted to make it available to the world of DXers. We are particularly pleased to have
the ability, provided by Third Light, to search inside the PDFs and return accurate results.
We welcome ideas for our next DX archive project”.

I
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF






SKØUX, drove us to the QTH of Tore,
SMØT. Tore, who just happens to be the
President of the Swedish SSA, was to be the
fourth member of our team. We stayed
overnight at Tore’s summer QTH en route,
as it was convenient for an early morning
start to catch the boat across to Market Reef.
The boat was due to collect us at 7am from
a small harbour on the island of Singö.

Handover meeting on Market Reef:
IOTA Contest OJØR
How many years since your first
Licence?: EU HF Championship
LoTW and the WPX Awards:
system getting overloaded?
Azores Activity weekend: CU1 –
CU9 : 12z - 12z : 29 - 30 Sep 2012

The sea crossing out to Market Reef is a
similar distance (23 km) whether you sail
from the Åland islands (OHØ) or from the
Swedish side. In October 2011 G3TXF had
hoped to be able to visit Market Reef as part
of a series of DXpeditions that were taking
place under the call OJØX. Unfortunately
the October trip had to be cancelled at the
very last minute because the weather around
Market Reef was so bad and a crossing
would not have been possible. However, on
this occasion we were greeted with calm
seas, clear skies and warm summer weather
as we sailed across to Market Reef.

Handover meeting on Market Reef
Market Reef (OJØ)... what an ideal location
for a handover meeting! Don, G3XTT (who
has penned the ‘DX an’ all that’ column for
the CDXC Digest for many years), and
Nigel, G3TXF, both travelled to Market
Reef in late July in order to take part in the
IOTA Contest as OJØR.
As with many DX trips, they result from
casual discussions at DX meetings around
the globe. In this case it was Don, G3XTT,
and Lionel, G5LP, who met up with Teemu,
SMØW, at the Contest Club Finland (CCF)
cruise in the Baltic in early 2012. Teemu
has been a regular visitor to Market Reef
over many years and is a veteran of
numerous OJØ operations. Market Reef is
that small island halfway between Sweden
and Finland that houses nothing but a lighthouse and, of course, has the privileged
status of being a separate DXCC entity.
Discussions at the CCF turned to the
possibility of operating the IOTA Contest
from OJØ. Teemu, SMØW, did a huge
amount of organisation on our behalf. In the
event Lionel, G5LP, was not able to come
along with us (QRL with grandad duties!),
so it was just Don, G3XTT, and Nigel,
G3TXF, who flew to Stockholm a couple of
days before the IOTA Contest.

The four of us landed all the gear (which
included two complete stations and two
multi-band antennas) quickly off the small
ship before it turned round and sailed back
to Sweden.
The lighthouse on Market Reef is carefully
looked after by members of the Finnish
Lighthouse Society. Visitors to Market
Reef, whether they are DXpeditioners or
day trippers coming over from Finland, are
well looked after by the FLS staff on the
island.
The weather was excellent throughout our
stay on Market Reef. The sea was flat calm,
there was no wind and the sun shone
brightly. Given that it was still July and we
were at 60˚N it never got fully dark at night.
During our visit in idyllic weather
conditions it was hard to imagine what a

Teemu, SMØW, kindly picked us up from
Arlanda airport, and following a brief visit
to his impressive contest club station
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stormy and inhospitable place Market Reef
can be during the winter.

because all QSOs are inter-EU. A fun
feature of this little contest is the
‘exchange’, which is the year in which the
operator was first licensed. There is also, of
course, the long-running Japanese All Asia
Contest where operators exchange their age.
Both contests can provide some interesting
demographic data on amateur radio
contesters.

The two vertical antennas were installed
quickly. Pile-ups were run as OJØR on both
stations during the hours running up to the
IOTA Contest. For the contest itself a twohour operator schedule was maintained,
with one station being the permanent Run
station. The other station was used to pick
up numerous useful island Multipliers, but
was limited in that there was no second
antenna for HF.

During this year's EU HF Championship
G3TXF made contact with 649 different
stations, which was probably a large enough
data sample in order to extract some useful
information on the profile of contesters. The
station worked with the earliest year of issue
of his first licence was LY1BX (1938).
There was just one station worked from the
1940s: G3GLL (1949). At the other end of
the scale, two stations gave the year of their
first licence as 2012.

The two-hour operating schedule worked
well, with each of the four operators doing a
total of three shifts/six hours in the contest.
Some 2,500 QSOs were clocked up during
the IOTA Contest, with another 3,300 QSOs
in pre-contest pile-ups, making 5,800 QSOs
in total during our brief visit to Market
Reef.

To keep the analysis simple, the years of the
first licence have been divided into five-year
slices (eg 1965-1969, 1970-1974, 19751979 etc.). The largest percentage of the
stations worked in this EU HF
Championship came from the years 19801984 (16.6%), followed closely by 16.3%
from 1975-1979. Hence nearly one third of
the stations worked got their first licence in
the years 1975-1984. The shape of the
distribution curve tails off on both sides,
with just over 4.3% of the stations worked
first getting their licence between 1955 and
1959. However, at the other end of the
scale, just 3.2% got their first licence
between 2005 and 2009.

The dismantling of the station commenced
almost immediately after the end of the
IOTA Contest. Don, G3XTT, was left to run
a final OJØR pile-up on 17m CW, while the
other three ops took down the second
antenna and packed up the second station.
As the two antennas and large drum of coax
that we had taken across in the boat on the
way out were to be stored on Market Reef,
there was quite a bit less stuff to be taken on
the return journey. Within about two hours
of the end of the IOTA Contest, we were
back in the tiny boat that took us back to
Sweden. After a further night’s stay at Tore/
SMØT’s summer house we were soon on
our way back to Arlanda airport, but not
without making a brief visit to the superstation of CDXC Member Håkan,
SM5AQD, on the way!

While "averages" can sometimes be a
dangerous measure, in the case of the
stations worked by G3TXF in the EU HF
Championship, the 'average contester' first
got his licence 32 years ago (in 1980).

Years since your first licence?

LoTW and the WPX Awards

During the first weekend of August there's a
nice little contest called the EU HF
Championship. It's nice because it's not too
long for an international contest (just 12
hours) and it's also nice because you don't
need whopping great antennas to take part,

Both the ARRL and CQ recently announced
with much fanfare that CQ's long-running
WPX Awards could now be claimed using
the ARRL's Logbook of the World (LoTW).
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This was good news because it is the first
significant use of the ARRL's excellent
LoTW system by an organisation other than
the ARRL. The CQ WPX (‘prefix chasing’)
awards have been popular with DXers for
many decades.

putting enough IT effort into what should be
the world's most important online database
for DXing and amateur radio.
Sadly the impression is that the software
and IT infrastructure currently used behind
the ARRL's Logbook of the World (LoTW)
are just not powerful enough, nor indeed
flexible enough to meet the ever expanding
capacity and ever increasing speed demands
to support effectively DXCC, as well as
now other major award programmes such as
CQ’s WPX.

LoTW users may have noticed a new CQ
WPX Awards account window appearing in
the Awards section of the website. Indeed
you will be able to see a number of WPX
Award credits shown. A WPX (‘new
prefix’) credit is given based on a matched
(ie confirmed within LoTW) QSO.

Azores – nine islands activity – CU1
to CU9

However, detailed inspection of the WPX
credits on LoTW shows that these WPX
matches relate only to QSOs which have
been uploaded (and matched) in recent
months. If your logs already uploaded to
LoTW go back a number of years, your full
total of WPX matches does not show yet.
You may potentially have several thousand
WPX matches, but only a few hundred are
currently showing in your LoTW WPX
account. Until the entire LoTW database is
fully updated to show all the WPX matches
(over the entire life of your log on LoTW),
the WPX totals shown on LoTW are just
meaningless.

Once upon a time there was an attractive
tidiness about the Azores. Nine islands with
nine prefixes. Starting from Santa Maria
(CU1) in the east, passing through the main
island of São Miguel (CU2) and stretching
out towards Flores (CU8) and Corvo (CU9)
in the far west. The island location of a
small DXpedition or holiday operation was
immediately recognisable from the prefix.
CU4/G3TXF was on Graciosa and
CU7/G3TXF was on Faial. Then came
along some administrative turmoil, after
which visitors to any of the Azores islands
had to use the single CEPT prefix of CT8.
No longer could your holiday island in the
Azores be conveniently recognised from the
CEPT prefix. What a shame.

In early August the ARRL's LoTW website
said that ‘the system is still filling up tables
for some users’. But close monitoring of
LoTW updates during August showed that
there was little or no ‘filling up’ of WPX
tables on G3TXF’s LoTW going on at all.
Any additional new WPX credits which
popped up were only those resulting from
recent matches. Rather than doing any real
catching up with the massive backlog of
WPX credits still to be displayed, LoTW
appeared to be suffering, as usual, from
regular periods of severe constipation,
where it was taking a day or more for logs
to upload.

However, there will be an opportunity to
work all nine of the Azores islands during a
special Azores Activity Weekend being held
from 12z on Saturday 29 September through
to 12z on Sunday 30 September 2012.
Stations will be active from each of the nine
Azores islands using the traditional CU1 to
CU9 prefixes. If all goes to plan, CDXC
members G3TXF and G7VJR will be
operating as CU9AC from Corvo, the
smallest and most westerly of the Azores
islands. There will be an international multioperator group active on each of the other
eight islands. A special lottery with the prize
of a free trip to the Azores for the winners (a
bit like the Bermuda Contest in the old

The current saga with the slowness of the
filling up of the WPX data together with the
all-too-frequent log upload jams, begs the
question of whether the ARRL is really
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days?) has been arranged. Operation during
the Azores Activity weekend will be on CW
and SSB on three bands only: 40m, 20m and
17m. Check on the web for the suggested
frequencies of this Azores Activity
Weekend. These bands should be hopping

with CU signals during the 24 hour long
Azores Activity Weekend.
Hope to CU from CU!
73 Nigel, G3TXF

_____________________________________________________________________

The CY9M Story
Mike Crownover, AB5EB

To truly appreciate the experience of CY9M
it is important to have a good understanding
of the team’s destination. The history of the
place alone starts to explain the islands
rarity. St Paul Island is a small uninhabited
island that sits along the boundary of the
Gulf of St Lawrence and the Cabot Strait.
Sitting just 24 km (15 miles) north of Cape
Breton, Nova Scotia, it does not seem a
likely place to find a top 40 DXCC country.
Why this island was so needed for being in
such an easy location was a question the
whole team pondered. The island and the
seas would answer all these questions for us.

The island was first recorded by the Italian
explorer Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot),
1450-1499. However, the Mi’kmaq people
of Nova Scotia likely visited the island
before this. So with this brief history you
can start to understand why CY9 is not
frequently found on the airwaves. It is not
an inviting location - even the locals believe
it to be haunted by ghosts.
The team of CY9M consisted of Bill/
N2WB, Col/MMØNDX, Vicky/SV2KBS,
Steve/VA3FM,
Kevin/VE3EN,
Björn/
SMØMDG,
Simon/IZ7ATN,
George/
EA2TA, Mike/AB5EB and Christian/
EA3NT. After over a year of planning and
much discussion, the team met in Sydney,
Nova Scotia on July 24th, 2012. After
mostly late-night arrivals, it was not until
the 25th that the team began making final
preparations for the island. Much help had
been offered by Al/VE1AL (CY9DXX
1988) and Phil/VE1BVD. Without these
guys on the ground in Sydney, I seriously
doubt this expedition would have taken
place. They were able to help us store
equipment in Sydney prior to our arrival.
They also helped secure some of the needed
camping supplies from local stores.

The island itself is made of hard granite
rock and the coastline is completely circled
by rugged cliffs. The island looked more
like a fortress, daring anyone to come near.
Where there may be a way to make a gentle
climb down to the water’s edge, the rocks in
the surf would warn off even the most
oblivious of boat captains.
Even though it would seem obvious that no
ship would approach her shores under sail,
more than 350 ships have been lost to the
island, and more than a thousand sailors
have been buried on the island. In one
wreck alone, in 1834, the Sibylle lost over
300 sailors who were buried in mass graves
on the island. During the shipping season
when the island is ice-free, it's often
shrouded in fog which has led it to being
known as the ‘The Graveyard of the Gulf.’

The team departed Sydney at 3pm for the
journey north to Bay St Lawrence in
northern Nova Scotia, which is about a 3hour drive and the place where we would
meet the boat captain. It took a van, two
trucks and one trailer to get all the operators
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and the supplies to Bay St Lawrence. The
road north is through the final stretch of the
Appalachian mountain range before it
disappears into the North Atlantic, with St.
Paul Island being its last breath of air. The
road is filled with dangerous curves and
moose, which I saw two of.

through the seas, much to the dislike of the
crew. Two of the team became quite sick on
the trip out, and before we even got to the
island, spirits were starting to fall - and the
reality of St Paul was starting to begin.
As we came around the southern tip of the
island we entered Atlantic Cove, or
Governor’s Cove, according to the locals.
The landing site was white with breaking
water and it prompted the captain, in his
thick Cape Breton accent, to say “Oh, didn’t
expect this, don’t think you guys will be
getting on the island today.” What comfort
we gained from the slightly calmer seas as
we approached the island was quickly lost
as the team faced the reality of possibly not
getting onto the island at all.

We arrived a little behind schedule in Bay
St Lawrence, which may have been a
blessing in disguise as the wind was gusting
50 knots with seas over 10ft. This would
have made an evening landing impossible,
which we had initially thought might be
achieved that night. It was late for us to get
any sort of lodging at the local camp and in
the pitch dark with our new tents we had
acquired in Sydney no one felt like setting
them up in the dark. The captain showed
pity and offered us a place to sleep in the
berths of two of his crab boats. Kevin and
Steve staked claim to the first boat, which
would take us to St Paul. However, the
stench from the second boat of fish and crab
was more than any of the members wanted
to try to sleep through. Half the team slept
on the pier after setting up our tents without
stakes and weighing them down with our
bags from the wind. Col, Bill and Vicky
slept in the hull of an adjacent boat. It was
after midnight before we were all finally in
bed. Being so close to St Paul was exciting
for the team after a long day of packing and
travel. Our wake-up call was at 4am, at
which point we'd fill twenty 25 litre cans
with fuel and then head to the island. The
captain felt confident that there would be a
window of good weather for landing in the
morning. As we all drifted off to sleep we
could only hope he was worth his word.

However,
after
ten
minutes
of
manoeuvering the captain felt that we would
be able to make a landing, although it would
be in less than ideal conditions. After
rigging up the dingy with a 300ft rope that
just reached the landing stage, Kevin/
VE3EN was the first operator to land on the
island. I followed him and it was clear to
Kevin and I that landing on the island was
not going to be the biggest issue of the day.
We had been told about the cliffs that guard
the island, but it seemed not much of a
concern until we saw the 20ft granite face!
There was a small crevice to the right of the
face that a person could fairly easily climb –
however, it was not realistic to
carry any supplies
up
this
route.
One misjudgment by any of us ascending
the cliff would likely mean a quick end to
the expedition.
After Kevin and I climbed the cliff face,
Simon landed on the island to help
coordinate the supplies off the dinghy and
tied them onto a rope that Kevin and I
hauled to the top. The supplies began to pile
up on the landing stage and it became
obvious that the task at hand was going to
take hours. Col, Björn and Vicky helped
raise the supplies until the operating tents
were lifted and then they went to set up the
shacks. Simon joined Kevin and I at the top

4am arrived and with less than four hours of
sleep the adrenalin was running high - we
were all eager to make the trek to St Paul
Island. However, it took little more than
getting out of the harbor to realize that this
would be no joy ride. The seas were an easy
6 to 7 feet and they were confused, coming
from different directions. The captain,
forgetting he had more than his seasoned
deck hands and crab on board, ploughed
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while George, Steve, Christian and Bill
worked on moving the supplies up the beach
and tying it to the rope. The edge of the cliff
was very loose, and there was a constant
threat of rocks falling down on the crew
below, as many did. We were very
fortunate; after six hours of lifting, we had
no injuries.

It was discouraging to the whole team that it
had taken so long to get on the air. Simon
had single handedly assembled two Hex
beams, Steve and Kevin had put up the 6m
station, George and Christian had worked
on the computer networking and Björn and I
started on the 160m and 80m vertical, with
the rest of the team all pitching in where
needed. We were able to get the 17m VDA
up, and after sundown we cut a 40m ¼wave vertical with one radial for CW. After
all this everyone on the team was exhausted,
mainly from the heavy lifting, and the night
ended early for the team. I think it is fair to
say that we were disappointed by the
amount of time it took for us to get on the
air. However, it was not for lack of effort
and we all now understood the true
challenge of CY9 and the toll it had taken
on the team.

The final piece to lift was an 85kg
generator. We had initially planned on
taking much smaller generators due to the
anticipated cliffs and hauling, but when the
bigger generators were offered free to the
group we lost our better judgment and went
with the bigger generators. It took seven
guys at the top of the cliff and three below
to raise the beastly generator. The team had
serious doubts about our ability to raise the
generator after three failed attempts. The
problem was a rock that stuck out of the
cliff about 7 or 8 feet up the side. With the
lighter loads we had been able to manipulate
the load to get around it. However, with
such a large load we could not swing it. It
was not until George was able to climb an
adjacent rock at the bottom and pull the
generator to the left of the rock that success
was at hand.

The following morning was met by a sense
of urgency by the team to get more stations
on the air. We had got much needed sleep
and the island was smiling on us with nice
weather. The seas were more pleasant and
the team was back at making antennas and
putting contacts in the log. We raised the
first Hexbeam for the CW station. Simon
had put a second one together, and it had
been placed between the SSB and CW tent
with a coax long enough to reach both. We
had hard-boiled eggs to start each day and
Vicky and Bill assumed the cooking. We
only had one hot meal a day, which was
usually pasta with some sort of meat and
sauce. Dinner was a pot of food and we had
plenty for everyone. However, depending
on the task at hand - or the pile-up - you
might be eating a cold meal. The food
served its purpose, though - dinner was not
a reward or social event - it was just for the
needed energy to carry out the day’s work.

Getting the generator to the top was a big
moral victory. However the sun and six
hours of heavy lifting had drained the team.
The final push to the operator site was about
200 yards over flat ground, including about
30 yards of marsh with water up to our
ankles. No member could escape the
physical labour, and it took a serious toll on
the team. The following hours seemed to
drag on in an effort to get radios connected,
antennas up and personal living quarters
squared away. A minimal amount of gas,
water and food were brought across the
marsh in an effort to focus on
the immediate needs of the stations. It was
not until about 9pm that we made a
concerted effort to get at least one station up
and running. CY9M was now on air with a
20m VDA and instant pile-ups.

We were able to get the 160m vertical up
before sundown on the second day as well
as the listening array. The 160m receiving
antenna array was built using two opposite
facing pennants remotely switched with a
receive antenna coax switch from DX
Engineering, who sponsored the team. As
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the sun went down on our second day the
80m vertical still lay on the ground and the
40m vertical had been moved to a new
location where we would later add a second
vertical to build a 2-element phased array
for 40m. Simon, Christian and I built a 30m
¼-wave vertical. The initial SWR was about
1.5, but at 9 MHz. So after cutting it to 9.5
MHz Christian decided we should put 4
raised verticals instead of one on the
ground. It should be noted that the antennas
were less then 15m from the sea. After
putting up the elevated verticals we had to
add the wire we had cut back, the antenna
tuned at 1.5 SWR at 10.100 MHz. It is also
worth noting that this antenna made over
3,000 contacts on 30m CW with 500W. The
30m pile-up was tremendous, and we would
run that band all night. Col ran the 40m ¼wave vertical with a huge pile-up. The sun
had set before we could complete the 2element 40 metre phased array. The second
night we ran 30m/17m and 160m out of the
CW tent with the SSB tent running 20m and
40m until the bands closed.

element phased vertical array that used a
Comtek Phasing Unit. This antenna worked
really well and allowed us to limit the pileup somewhat by listening either east or
west. Col and Steve used the array on 40m
SSB on the third night with the ensuing pileup being tremendous. We used three
MWØJZE Hexbeams on HF which also
worked very well. After Day 3 the operating
site was covered with no less than
11 antennas.
There were a total of six stations being built
in two camps. Closest to the sea was the
CW and 6 metre tent, 50 metres to the west
the SSB tent which also hosted the Digi
mode station. All stations were built using
support from Elecraft with their K3 radios
as the centre piece. Two of the stations were
using Acom 1011 amplifiers, one station
using a HVLA700 amplifier loaned to us by
RF Power and the other ALS-500 12 volt
amps. The stations and antennas where
hooked up together using gear from DX
Engineering, who also supplied the material
used to build the low-band RX antennas. All
radios where running on 12 volts using an
uninterruptable power supply built from
four car batteries being constantly charged
by a 55 amp chargers powered by the 5.5
kW generator. This way our radios were
always running, even during generator down
time, and both camps including their
amplifiers were powered from one single
generator keeping the fuel consumption to a
minimum, about 2/3 of the specified fuel
consumption minimising the environmental
impact on St Paul.

Björn made several hundred contacts on
160m, while Kevin ran 80m CW and Vicky
ran 30m until I relieved her for some rest.
The 160m vertical was top-loaded with two
raised radials. The radials were close
enough to the sea to get salt spray on them
and both of them worked great. The 80m
vertical was a ¼-wave with only two raised
verticals along the sea as well. The antennas
were close enough that their radials
overlapped a little. However, using filters
loaned by GM3YTS both stations could run
at the same time without interference. Kevin
had a nice run with the 6m station putting
several hundred stations in the log along the
east coast of NA. I was even able to make a
few 6m contacts which were one of my
goals for the trip. Unfortunately, no EU
openings occurred on the Magic Band.

The 30m pile-up was tremendous and would
see us run that band all night. Indeed 30m
would turn up to be the band with more
QSOs than any other, with Christian
focusing every morning, just after sunrise,
on JA, VK and ZL stations which were
coming right through the North Pole with
very fluttery signals. Combined with the
pile-up and a lot of patience it was a real
struggle to pull out individual callsigns. For
this reason we had to ask for QRS QRS…

On day three the team was starting to get
rested, and into a good rhythm. The first day
had been so draining physically that it really
set us back. We still had a little antenna
work left. Björn and Steve finished a 40m 2-
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As a team we were really starting to hit our
stride and there was time to enjoy a little of
the island itself. Due to the thick growth it
was not possible to walk very far, but we
were able to get about. There was a seal that
would frequent the waters near our
operating site. He seemed to look on in
curiosity. Out of desperation Kevin had tied
a few cold beers in a plastic bag and placed
in the water to cool them. However, the bag
ripped and Kevin had to take a swim to
rescue two of them. That is dedication for a
cold one! The pile-ups were never ending
and the weather had been holding nicely.
With most of the work done, it was now
time to enjoy the station. We even drank
some wine with our dinner and Björn and I
enjoyed a nice cigar that evening.

of us began tearing down the antennas and
camp. It all seemed to come down much
easier then it went up! The seas were great
for departure that day (24hrs later they
would not have been) and we could load the
boat with no real issues except for the
dinghy springing a leak. We had to empty
the water out of it after each trip to the boat.
After loading the boat the captain took us
around the island, where we were able to
see the north island. There is not an inviting
place to land anywhere on the north or south
island. The ride back to Bay St Lawrence
was very peaceful. It even allowed us to
stop and take a team photo with the island in
the background. Once at the dock, we
quickly unloaded the boat and sold the
excess gas, batteries and one of the
extension cords. We went home with a
much lighter load. Vicky, Bill and I made
the trip back to Sydney in a truck. Seeing
two moose on the way home was a nice
treat. The best part, though, was the
hamburger and warm shower!

Our fourth day on the island was mainly
operating. Simon and Christian retrieved
more water from the landing stage as our
supplies dwindled. We were able to put
many more contacts in the log. It was a real
challenge to work the JAs, and even the
west coast of NA was often weak, even with
beams pointed at them. It was not usual to
have EU louder off the back of the beam
than some of the NA stations. The fourth
night we ran 160m/80m and 30m again in
the CW tent. The conditions were not as
good as the previous night, but we still put
lots of stations in the log. On the low bands
static crashes were sometimes over +20dB.

Everyone made it back to Sydney safely.
Had we not even made one contact that
would have been a good accomplishment.
For a group of 10 operators, half of whom
were unknown to the group, the team came
together very well. We all got to know each
other well over the 10 days we were
together. Most of us hadn’t spent that much
time with close family or friends in several
years. It was an intense experience from not
just a radio experience but from a human
experience. Upon arrival back home I am
already faced with ideas for the next trip for
the group. If it is half the trip that CY9M
was, then it will be well worth it. We made
just over 33,000 QSOs in 135 hours of
operating.

I was woken on Day 5 by Kevin, who said
“We need to have a team meeting about
tomorrow.” I knew this didn’t sound good.
The weather was getting ready to change for
the worse and the captain felt that if he did
not pick us up that day, then he might not be
able to get us for the next few days. With
the possibility of bad weather and the
concern of catching various flights home,
we knew we had to leave that day. If 6ft to
7ft seas were considered decent conditions
to make the trip out to the island, we had
little interest in seeing what the seas would
look like in ‘rough’ conditions. We left
Vicky running the 20 CW pile-up as the rest

CY9M would like to sincerely thank all
sponsors and donors who made this
expedition successful.
www.cy9m.com/
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9M4SLL Spratly Layang Layang, 7 – 13 August 2012
Steve Telenius-Lowe, 9M6DXX

Two Spratly articles in consecutive issues of
the CDXC Digest? Spratly DXpeditions are
a bit like the Number 43 bus… you wait for
hours then three come all together or, as in
this case, you wait four years for a Spratly
DXpedition then you get three within six
months. Yes, before this year the last
activity from Spratly had been in April
2008. CDXC members may recall (some, to
their cost) the January 2011 DXØDX
operation that was scheduled to take place
from the Philippine-occupied Thitu, or
Pagasa, island which, unfortunately, never
materialised. As a result Spratly had
gradually worked its way up The DX
Magazine ‘100 Most Needed Countries’
survey to number 29 this year, up from 32
last year (worldwide, mixed modes).

We were about to announce the DXpedition
for April 2007 when a Japanese group
announced its activity as 9M4SDX at
precisely the time we had planned to go.
Never mind, we thought, for us it is easy to
go any time, so we would postpone our trip
until the following year. In 2008 we applied
and again received permission, only to have
the same thing happen when an American
couple announced their activity for early
April 2008, followed later in the month by
an operation by a group of three Norwegian
amateurs.
John and I then applied for a third time, but
this time permission was not forthcoming.
Unbeknown to us, in May 2008 the
authority responsible for the island had been
transferred from the Royal Malaysian Navy
to the government’s National Security
Council. The responsible office was now
outside Kuala Lumpur, a two and a half
hour flight away for us. Letters sent to the
office by us and the navy commander
simply went unanswered.

Some history
In 1998 I was a member of the CDXC
9MØC Spratly DXpedition that operated
from Layang Layang Island (formerly
known as Swallow Reef). This DXpedition
netted 65,524 QSOs, the highest ever from
Spratly and a record that still stands. After I
moved to Kota Kinabalu (9M6) in 2005 I
began to think about making a return trip to
Layang Layang. The following year I
teamed up with John, 9M6XRO (who had
moved to Kota Kinabalu earlier in 2005), in
an attempt to activate Spratly. In addition to
having a licence from the Malaysian
licensing authority, it is also necessary to
obtain separate permission from the
Malaysian government to operate amateur
radio from Layang Layang. In 2006 that
permission was granted by the Royal
Malaysian Navy, which maintains a base on
the island. For John and me this was easy:
we visited the navy HQ in Kota Kinabalu,
provided a photocopy of our passports and a
passport-size photo, filled out an application
form and a week later we had the necessary
permission.

Since then at least two groups had
announced operations from Layang Layang
that did not happen. It seemed it was no
longer possible to obtain that all-important
operating permission.
Then, to our surprise, Pekka Ahlqvist,
OH2YY, made a short one-man DXpedition
from Layang Layang in March this year,
followed by the 9MØL operation the
following month (see the July 2012 CDXC
Digest, p. 13). Operating permission was
once again being issued, we thought. John
wrote to the office in May, but heard
nothing, despite several follow-up phone
calls. By July we had all but given up hope
of ever activating Layang Layang when, out
of the blue, a short e-mail was received
granting permission for the two of us for the
following month!
19

Bookings were quickly made with the resort
on the island and the flights booked. With
the cooperation of the Borneo Amateur
Radio Club, of which John and I are Life
Members, we received a special event
licence with the call 9M4SLL.

fine without the kit - put the kit on and
suddenly it is impossible to get a good SWR
on 15m. Hmm. So the antenna came down
and we checked all the joins, making sure
there was low resistance between each
section of the HF6, but couldn't find any
problems. Antenna back up; still the same.
Down it came again and a lot more head
scratching went on. I checked that the 15m
wire decoupling stub was making a good
electrical connection with the tubing of the
Butternut. It was. But the 15m problem had
to be something to do with the decoupling
stub. Eventually (and it took quite a while) I
discovered that there was a completely open
circuit between one end of the 15m
decoupling wire and the other end of the
same length of wire! How can a single
length of plastic insulated wire be open
circuit? I snipped off a couple of inches
from both ends and checked again. Still
definitely open circuit!

Equipment and antennas
There is a weight limit on flights to and
from the island, so we wanted to keep things
as lightweight as possible while still
operating two 400W stations. I have a
Yaesu FT-857D and Tokyo Hy-Power HL1.2Kfx linear, so my choice was quite
simple. John has an Icom IC-2KL linear but,
together with its power supply it weighs
21kg. He decided to take a 1960s-vintage
KW-1000 linear, using a pair of 572B
valves, instead. At only 15kg it saved an
important
6kg,
while
providing
approximately the same output.
Although John has an Icom IC-7000
transceiver, we have used it together with
my FT-857D at various locations before and
have suffered from phase noise causing
interference in each direction. He decided
instead to take his Ten-Tec Omni VI
transceiver which, although larger and
heavier than the IC-7000, has a very clean
transmit output and superior receive
performance.

So I cut off one of the radials, replaced the
15m decoupling stub with the same length
of radial wire, put up the antenna again and
hey presto! - low SWR on 15m.
It took a while to get good SWR on 17m,
12m and 10m, but eventually all was OK. I
had bought the HF6V-X in 1990, so I guess
after 22 years of assembly and disassembly,
and operation (usually) right next to the
ocean, salt water had got into the wire,
worked its way up through capillary action,
and eventually corroded so much that the
wire had crumbled or snapped somewhere
along its length.

For antennas, I have used a Butternut
HF6V-X for many years and have always
had good results with it. However, it does
not cover 12 and 17m, so I ordered the
Butternut A-17-12 add-on kit from Bencher
which fortunately arrived in good time
before the trip.

We then started work on John's antenna. He
wanted to try a 43ft vertical for 20, 30 and
40m and four separate 5/8-wave wires for
10, 12, 15 and 17m supported by a
lightweight fibreglass cross-arm at the 37ft
level. We made this up and started to push
up the whole contraption. I was at the
bottom holding it in place and John was
walking it up, but I yelled at him to stop as
the weight of the cross-arm plus the four
wires was causing the pole to bend so much
it seemed likely to break. Plan B was to

Unfortunately it took longer to get on the air
than we had anticipated. The first problem
was with the Butternut. The antenna was
resonated easily on 80m, 40m, 30m and
20m, but the SWR was all over the place on
the higher bands, and almost infinity on
15m. I assumed that the 15m problem was
something to do with the 12m / 17m kit after all, the last time I used it, it worked
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remove the cross-arm but still to use the
four 5/8-wave wires, tied at the 37ft level,
and splayed out at different angles. This
time the pole went up easily, but the five
wires became badly tangled. By this time it
was 5 pm, we had been out in the sun since
9 am in a temperature of around 35°C in the
shade (although there was no shade), we
were both very tired, dehydrated, sunburned
and needed a rest, a long drink of water and,
in fact, three cold beers. After the beers it
was already dark and too late to start
thinking about radials.

With only two stations (and operators) we
obviously must have missed some openings.
For example, when 12m was wide open to
Europe perhaps 10m would have been as
good?
The local noise on the island was absolutely
zero and it was possible to work stations at
ESP levels, providing another station did
not call on top!
John’s Ten-Tec proved to be extremely
clean and not once did I receive any
interference from him. As suspected, the
FT-857D, although a great little transceiver,
was not as good in this regard and John had
the occasional problem with phase noise on
one or two particular combinations of
bands. By and large, though, this was not an
issue. We used monoband Dunestar bandpass filters on each station.

So for the first night we had one station on
the air, but we were so tired (having also
been up since 3 am to catch the flight) that
we closed down early anyway. The
following morning we were out in the sun
again untangling the wires and laying out
the radials on John's verticals. Each wire
was matched through a wide-range (manual)
ATU at the base of the vertical. It was easy
to get a good match on all bands apart from
12m. Whatever we tried, 12m would not
match.

The 43ft vertical worked well; it was
marginally better than the Butternut on 40,
30 and 20m, but both it and the 5/8-wave
wires were down on the Butternut on the
higher bands. On 15m in particular the
Butternut was way better than the 5/8-wave
wire, even though there was a good match
through the ATU.

9M4SLL on the air
We became fully active with both stations
on 8 August and immediately found that the
verticals by the water were doing their usual
stuff. We were lucky with propagation and
had some great long-path openings into
VE1, W1, 2, 3 and 4 - even one night on
12m SSB. John tried 12m CW the next
night, but although he worked plenty of
Europeans unfortunately there was no longpath North American opening the second
night.

Statistics
I have always reckoned that 1,000 QSOs per
station per day is a good target for a
DXpedition. But on this trip thanks to a
combination of an almost perfect location
with good propagation – and putting in
some long operating hours! – we exceeded
that target by almost 50%. In 6 days and 7
hours of operating we made 18,227 QSOs,
of which 9,800 were on SSB, 7,237 on CW
and 1,190 on RTTY.

Most nights 12m and 15m stayed open till
about 2 am, 17m till 4 am, and 20m just
about throughout the whole night. This is
unheard of from home in 9M6, only 300km
from Layang Layang, even using beam
antennas, although inland. On the other
hand, on most days all bands were almost
dead from shortly after dawn until about 4
pm.

The continental breakdown was as follows:
Africa
Asia
Europe
N. America
Oceania
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121
5839
9609
2281
302

0.7%
32.0%
52.7%
12.5%
1.7%

South America
Total

75
18,227

0.4%

DXCC entity just a 60-minute flight from
home! Logs were uploaded to Club Log and
Logbook of The World the following day,
just two days after the end of the operation,
thanks to the speedy work of QSL Manager
Tim Beaumont, MØURX. For those of us
who prefer traditional paper QSLing, a foursided colour card is being printed for direct
cards and a two-sided colour card for
Bureau requests.

100%

Further statistics can be found on Club Log
by going to
https://secure.clublog.org/charts/?c=9M4SL
L#r and clicking on ‘Statistics’.
John and I left the island in a Twin Otter at
9 am local time on 14 August and I was
back home having a cup of tea at 10.50am.
It is weird to realise that there is a rare

It was good to work so many CDXC
members from 9M4SLL - thanks for all the
QSOs.

_____________________________________________________________________

Pile-up operating from the DX end
Tom Wylie, GM4FDM
Oh no, not another of Tom’s rants! What
brought this on?

think the missing link is in the operator.
When you go with a large group on an
expedition there is pressure to perform. I
know from experience at T33C that there
was pressure to maintain the rate no matter
what. At the end of each shift you made a
report on QSO totals etc. and this was
placed on a chart which was on display so
that you could compare your rates with
others. Good and bad. If you were on 20m
SSB or CW, then you could expect to put in
a busy shift with a high number of QSOs.
If you were on 10 or 12m you were stuck
with the vagaries of propogation – yet your
name appeared on the chart...

Well, I’ll tell you. I read something that
Chris/GM3WOJ wrote about DXpeditioning
and a lot of it resonated with my own
experience over the years. I was sorry I
missed being on the T32C expedition last
year, but that was due to family
circumstances. Roger/G3SXW brought
something to my attention - something
which I had never seen before: a pamphlet
written by Wayne Mills/N7NG called
DXpeditioning Basics. When I looked again
I saw that Wayne had written this pamphlet
in 1994 – almost 30 years ago, yet almost all
he says is just as true and relevant today.

DL1ABC 20m SSB 6 hours 1,200 QSOs
GM4FDM 12m SSB 6 hours 240 QSOs

Yet, I feel that something in both what Chris
and Wayne has to say is missing. Hard to
put your finger on it, but I’ll try.

Whilst some people commiserated and said,
“Don’t worry – it was just the band you
were on” others seemed to think, perhaps
you were not trying hard enough, if you had
several low-rate spells in a row. Perhaps
sometimes we try too hard to please the
world.

Both articles are written with the intention
of making the DXpedition more efficient.
How do we judge efficiency? Everything
Chris and Wayne says is spot on about
preparation, personnel, equipment etc., but I
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I think every operator has his own method
of ‘warming up’ beforehand, much like an
Olympic athlete. Me, I like to sit on the
plane with my headphones on running
‘Morse Runner’. It’s fun, but really does not
prepare the operator for what’s ahead.

Beyond simply overpowering the jammers,
however, operating procedures can be
implemented which will minimize the causes
of jamming. Perhaps this is the most
effective technique. Maximize positive
expectations, optimize QSO mechanics, and
minimize disruption to unrelated activities
elsewhere in the band, as this will go far in
eliminating jamming.

Like many other people, I try to read up on
expeditioning matters and try to keep myself
up to date with what is happening in the
world. I keenly read reports in the Digest
about the experience of others, hoping to
learn something I didn’t know. No matter
how long you’ve been doing something, or
how experienced you think you are, there is
always something to learn in our hobby.
However, I think this is where I make a
mistake. Every time I read something, I
assume it is the latest way, and I should try
to moderate my performance to comply with
what some other eminent ham has written.
In the end, all that seems to happen is that I
drift away from the basics laid down in
Wayne’s pamphlet some 30 years ago.
When you read the pamphlet again, it seems
just as relevant, even more so today. It
covers things that seem to pervade our
approach to expeditions nowadays, like
DQRM.

No matter what the causes of jamming,
under no circumstances should the
DXpeditioner confront the jammers, nor
should he change his operating frequency
significantly. It will generally be possible to
continue operation to some areas of the
world until the jammer tires of his lack of
success.
Wise words indeed. Wayne also talks of
pile-up management and, more importantly,
QSO mechanics. This raises its head with
me when I receive a box of cards from the
Bureau for a recent or past expedition. In
every box there are anything between 10
and 20 cards where the QSO is ‘not in log’.
Being a DXer myself I know how
frustrating this can be and it caused me
some grief when my Bouvet CW QSO was
‘not in log’. How can this be?

30 years ago before DQRM levels reached
the often appalling levels of today Wayne
said:

There are different approaches to making
QSOs, from the expedition end and I find
that personally this depends on the size of
the pile-up. It is preferable to send and
receive full calls such as:

JAMMERS
Jammers on the expedition frequency can be
a serious problem for any DXpedition. The
wise operator should listen occasionally for
jamming on his transmitting frequency. An
obvious solution to the jamming problem is
simply to be louder than the jammer. If
callers can hear the DX station, the
jamming will be ineffective, and in fact
propagation will generally be such that
QSOs to some areas of the world can be
made no matter how serious the jamming. If
ignored, the jammer will himself become
frustrated and soon disappear.

P5/GM4FDM listening 300-310
G3SXW
G3SXW 59
59 ALSO TOM
G3SXW THANKS
And so on. I have to say at this point that I
really admire both Nigel/G3TXF and Roger/
G3SXW, who seem to be able to pull full
calls from the pile-up no matter the size.
But I am speaking for ‘us ordinary mortals’.
Sometimes we rely on LAST TWO
procedures such as:
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band users. Again going back to N7NG’s
document, Wayne says,

P5/GM4FDM 300-310
%^*$”^**%AM*&%^£$
AM 59
$^%^£”AM
AM 59 AM ONLY
GM4FAM 59
GM4FAM THANKS – 300-310.

Under no circumstances will it ever be
necessary to listen to more than 30 kHz on
SSB and about 10 kHz on CW.”
He also says:

I believe this constitutes a good and full
QSO. I have persisted until I received a full
call, acknowledged the full call, and by the
word THANKS convey that I am happy
with the QSO and it’s in the log!

Quite simply, if you are able to work a pileup on your own frequency with a decent
rate, the pile-up is not large enough to need
split operation.”

However, there are times when I have
persisted to the point where the pile-up is no
longer standing by and actively calling
again, such as

During a recent trip to Senegal with Ronald/
PA3EWP, it was Ronald’s shift on the main
rig/amp when I found that 15m was open to
the US. I called CQ, and instantly a pile-up
developed. I worked contest-style, didn’t go
split, and the pile-up lasted for about four
hours before propagation changed. When I
looked back, my rate was higher than at any
other time during our expedition. I
experienced no more QRM than you would
during CQ WW and the pile-up stayed well
in control.

P5/GM4FDM 300-310
$&(*^%”%** AM *&%$%”
AM 59
Silence
AM 59
Silence
AM 59
Silence
£^&()&*^£$”£^()*%”££$^*&

GM4FAM firmly believes he has made a
QSO, I have not logged anything. Nine
months later I receive a QSL card from
GM4FAM claiming a QSO, yet he is ‘not in
log’. How long to persist with one call is
subjective. Sometimes you are right and
sometimes wrong, but at the end of the day
you just have to get on with it.

Even in small one- or two-man expeditions,
it is wise to have some form of operating
plan determined by the expedition
objectives. For example, is one of the
objectives to work Europe on 160/80m? If
so, then you MUST plan to be active at the
appropriate times and this may mean
adjusting sleep and eating habits to suit.
You have to be on the band at the right time.
160m may only open fully in your desired
direction for one or two days during the
expedition, so you have to be there every
day. No problem if you have 10 or 12
operators, but if there are only two, then it is
obvious that if you are on 160m, you are not
bashing out numbers on 20m.

Modern pile-up thinking dictates that you
should ALWAYS work split – ie transmit
on one frequency and receive on another.
In theory a good idea, but is it always
necessary? I think it is incumbent on
expeditions to manage the use of their
spectrum to cause minimal effect on other

Don’t create a lot of pre-expedition
publicity, then fail to show. I have seen
countless publicity blurbs that someone is
going to such and such a place with the
emphasis on Europe, and you never actually
hear them. Your plans have to be realistic
with antennas and equipment to suit.

What then? If I persist I have lost my
rhythm, perhaps even lost control of the
pile-up. Perhaps GM4FAM has given me
his report and I didn’t hear it due to QSB, or
perhaps I misheard the AM – or whatever.
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The CY9M Story (Page 14)

St Paul Island location on Google maps.

Getting ready to depart for Cyg
I

The CY9M Story Cont. (Page 14)

The team;(L-R) Bjorn SMOMDG, Bill N2WB, Simon IZ7ATN, Kevin VE3EN, Steve VA3FM,
Vicky SV2KBS, Col MMONDX, Mike AB5EB, Christian EA3NT and George EA2TA

Landing stage on St Paul Island
11

The CY9M Story Cont. (Page 14)

85kg generators, many of the heavy items to be hauled up a 20ft cliff-face

Antenna assembly at Atlantic Cove, St Paul Island
III

AGM & Summer Social 2102 (Photos by Hilary G4JKS)
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AGM & Summer Social 2102 (Photos Hilary G4JKS)
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The CY9M Story Cont. (Page 14)

Partial camp overview

SMOMDG and ASSES - CW tent

Loading the boat for departure
VI

9M4SLL Spratly Layang Layang, 7-13 August 2012 (Page 19)

Layang Layang might look like an artificial island, but it isn't. It was originally two small sand cays
joined by a narrow sand bar. A sea defence wall was built in 1991 and land gradually reclaimed
from the sea. The aircraft runway followed, and has been lengthened several times over the years

Steve, 9M6DXX, and John, 9M6XRO, at the entrance to the resort on the island
vu

9M4SLL Spratly Layang Layang, 7-13 August 2012. (Page 19)

Steve, 9M6DXX, with Yaesu FT-857D and Tokyo Hy-Power HL-1.2Kfx amplifier.

John, 9M6XRO, with his "legacy station": a Ten-Tee Omni VI transceiver and
1960s-vintage KW-1000 linear amplifier
VIlI

Remember: if you are flying in and flying
out, you can only take with you what the
aircraft operator will allow weight-wise,
unless you are prepared to pay over the odds
for overweight bags.

To conclude, there is much valuable
information out there for new and not so
new expeditioners. It’s not always necessary
to re-invent the wheel. Despite all the
publicity, preparation, planning, equipment,
the operator is still the most important cog
in the wheel and on him or her, will depend
the success or otherwise of the expedition.

Wayne makes many more interesting points
and his document should be mandatory
reading for prospective expeditioners.
The document is online and can be found at:
www.arrl.org/files/file/DXCC/dx-basics.pdf
There is much more you could write about
this aspect of expedition operating and I’m
sure there are many more experienced
operators than me out there with many an
anecdote to tell.

_____________________________________________________________________

CDXC Donations to DXpeditions
Roger Western, G3SXW

In my mind there are two entirely different
types of DXpedition: those which incur
huge expenditure for chartered ships and
helicopters, Arctic equipment, logistics...
and those that don’t. Those ‘Tent &
Generator’ projects are usually to super-rare
destinations - the ‘Holiday’ projects are to
less rare destinations, flying in and staying
in rented accommodation.

Perhaps we should scale our financial
support to reflect the mix of cost and rarity,
giving substantially to Bouvet, much less to
Socotra and nothing at all to Benin.
DX Clubs
Broadly, there are two sources of funding:
DX clubs and individuals. What is the
proportion of donations from each source?
We don’t know, because such information is
kept secret. For the purposes of this article
let’s address only funding by DX clubs.

Funding levels for these two types of project
are very different. Those mega-expensive
projects wouldn’t happen without 6-figure
donations from the DX community. On the
other hand those ‘Holiday’ projects would
probably still happen even if all funding
support were refused. Everything has its
price, as they say, but let’s firstly establish
that, just examples, Bouvet or Heard (‘Tent
& Generator’) is a totally different kettle of
fish to Socotra or South Sudan (‘Fly-in +
Hotel’). They in turn might cost a good deal
more than Benin or Comoros (‘Holiday’).

Financial support is given to many
DXpeditions by many clubs around the
world, especially in the USA and Europe. It
has become embedded in DXpedition
culture. But it pretty much happens in
secret. CDXC members learn how their
membership subscriptions have been
donated only long after the event, with an
annual list. DXpeditions have websites
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which display the logos of sponsoring clubs,
sometimes with a broad indication of how
much was given by each club. Odd that
CDXC members learn about a funding
decision from the DXpedition website
before being informed by our own club.
Anyway, these are the ONLY two sources
of information on this delicate subject. But
why is it delicate?

goodness that the three UK clubs (CDXC,
RSGB, GMDX) did not sponsor them!
Why highlight the case of TY1KS? Well,
quoting specific examples seems to make
more impact than describing general issues,
but more importantly we now have
information
about
the
sponsoring
application from the same group for their
next DXpedition. This will be to Comoros.

By what process are funding decisions
made? The DXpedition applies for funding the club then makes a decision whether to
support or not and by how much. This
process is behind closed doors. Some clubs
publish general ‘Conditions’ for funding
applications on their website, but nothing is
divulged about individual cases. Why the
secrecy? Perhaps the clubs think that their
members are not interested in the details - or
perhaps they don’t want to open cans of
worms!

D64K
This article looks at D64K only because it is
a good example of a ‘holiday’ DXpedition,
and one where we have unearthed some
information about their funding. The same
attention could be given to many other
‘Holiday’ DXpeditions. D64K takes place
over 12 days in August 2012 with eight
operators, a similar project to their TY1KS
DXpedition. D6 Comoros is more rare than
TY Benin: it’s number 68 Most Wanted,
rare enough for substantial demand but
obviously not in
the ‘super-rare’
Bouvet/Heard category. Their 12 days with
8 operators might yield some 43,000 QSOs,
based on their Benin track record.

Why do clubs give any money to ‘Holiday’
DXpeditions? Especially ones which are not
in the top 100 Most Wanted Countries?
‘Holiday’ DXpeditions

And here’s the crunch-point: their stated
budget is €26,000. This equates to about
£3,000 per operator. In round figures and
being generous their per person costs are
probably not much more than £2,000
including air fare, hotel, food, excess
baggage and sundries. That wild estimate is
probably not far out.

Let’s vaguely define this as destinations
with airports and rental accommodation and
which do not incur exceptional logistical or
licensing costs. Because of their nature
these will almost never be in the Top 50, or
even Top 75 Most Wanted countries.
Question: Why did 31 clubs sponsor the
TY1KS DXpedition (August 2011) when it
wasn’t in the Top 100 Most Wanted
Countries? The 7-man team made 28,803
QSOs in nine days, staying at a beach resort.
That’s 450 QSOs per operator per day. They
must have each sweated over hot
transceivers for a very few hours a day. This
team then uploaded to LoTW only for
members of clubs who had purchased early
upload, but delayed upload for everyone
else by six months, presumably in an
attempt to harvest more dollars. Thank

So, why have they overstated their costs?
Dare we suggest that it may be to subsidise
their holiday? Why should we DXers give
our hard-earned money (via club
subscriptions) to strangers to enjoy a
holiday? We bear in mind that
DXpeditioners almost always have a ball: a
fantastic experience, marvellous pile-up
adrenalin, fascinating local colour, great
team camaraderie and so forth.
And then on top of all that D64K requests
$5 OQRS and will delay LoTW upload by
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six months for anyone not donating in the
hope of maximising their income. Is this at
all acceptable behaviour? This is a hobby,
after all!



RSGB and GMDX are not listed as
sponsors. But perhaps CDXC will explain
why they have decided to give our money to
this project? To repeat: I am not ‘picking
on’ D64K – it is merely a good example of a
most unwelcome common trend these days.





If these additions to the funding conditions
were implemented then they could be
widely publicised. Perhaps free-loading
holidaymakers would then begin to get the
message that they should no longer seek
subsidies for their pool-side gin and tonics!
At the same time those who DO need our
money for chartering ships and so forth
would be encouraged to push ahead with
their plans, confident of our increased
financial support.

Where it’s needed
Clubs have limited funds to donate to
DXpeditions. For example CDXC donated
£6,373 in 2011-12 for 16 DXpeditions, an
average of £400 per donation. These were
almost all ‘holiday’ destinations with
airports and rented accommodation - except
Malpelo, which got £500 to help with their
massive costs, just a little above the CDXC
average. Total annual sponsorship equates
to about 30% of CDXC income and is the
second biggest item of expenditure after
only the Digest. Hence members are very
interested in this issue.

CDXC is a major supporter of DXpeditions.
We should lead the way in changing the
general culture of DXpedition sponsoring.
Committee Decisions
We elect a Committee to run our affairs. I
do not at all suggest that members demand
involvement with individual funding
decisions: that’s the job of the elected
Committee! But I can see a major benefit in
Committee becoming more transparent
about their policies, if not about individual
decisions. It is perhaps no longer sufficient
simply to publish an annual list of
DXpedition donations.

So, is it time to review club policy? If we
accept that 30% of income is about the right
level of sponsorship to please most of the
members most of the time, then maybe a rethink is needed about how this money is
allocated. Is it not appropriate and fair that
more should be given to the mega-expensive
projects and less to ‘holiday’ trips? In the
2011-12 year would it not have been better
to allocate, say, £2,000 to Malpelo and
much less or nothing at all to places like
Macau, Tonga, Lord Howe? Maybe it’s not
just time to update funding policy, but also
for members to express their views on this
important topic.

CDXC is a hugely successful DX club. It is
run by a really efficient and hard-working
Committee. We all support them to the hilt.
But now and again perhaps core policies
need to be revisited. I hope that Committee
will do so in this important aspect of the
club’s raison d’être, and that they will offer
a view about the way forward on
DXpedition funding.

Hence my proposal that the CDXC
DXpedition funding criteria be expanded to
include only those:


whose plans do not include airports
and hotels, except in extreme cases,
eg high licensing costs
who upload to LoTW within three
months
and who do not implement selective
(ie paid for) LoTW uploads

We are overdue for such a review.
Hopefully, this article can stimulate debate
and some fresh thinking.

whose Most Wanted Country status
is lower than Nr 75, in Europe, per
Club Log
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CDXC Donations to DXpeditions – Chairman’s Response
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
Before offering his article to the Digest,
Roger/G3SXW kindly sent me a copy.
Roger, the Editor and I agreed that it would
be sensible for me to respond to the points
he raises, so here goes:

then I e-mail the DXpedition to ask for that
data. Similarly if the data looks peculiar (eg
total QSO target = 30) then I go back to
them rather than guess what they meant.
This is important for audit trail. The second
thing I do is prepare a report to the
Committee with a recommendation. I look
at the recent activations, the most wanted
bands, the equipment they are taking, the
likely propagation, the operators, their
website, their history as DXpeditioners and
most critically their budget. Roger may not
be aware that we request a breakdown of
their estimated costs into six areas – one
being how much of the cost is being met by
the team. There is a critical point to make
here, we, and other DX Foundations do not
fund DXpeditions - we fund at most 10 to
15% of the cost, meaning 85 to 90% of the
cost is met by the team themselves.

Categorisation
Roger suggests that DX-peditions can be
broken into two types: ‘holiday’ and ‘tent
and generator’. I think this is a gross
simplification of the case. DXpeditions
extend from putting a small rig into your
carry-on luggage right through to a Peter 1
Island effort. Breaking this into two
categories is far too coarse. Now lets look
at the labels ‘holiday’ and ‘tent and
generator’: Isn’t every DXpedition a holiday
for those involved? I don’t see that it
matters whether you’ve endured the
business lounge or three days at sea to get to
DX-land - it’s all still a holiday and I doubt
there’s a DXer out there who would
disagree. My bottom line is that simple
categories are not relevant to DXpedition
funding - the funding should be judged on a
great number of quantifiable factors and
some experienced fine tuning.

To expand upon this point, the majority, if
not all, of the DXpeditions we sponsor
would require the team members to pay all
of their airfares, hotels, transfer costs, food
(and alcohol) and make a significant
contribution to the logistics costs. Nearly all
applications show sponsorship money being
required to support additional logistics costs
such as shipping, chartering, insurance and
excess baggage. Certainly this is the model
FSDXA uses. We scrutinise the costs and
take a view as to their reasonableness.

How does CDXC decide?
Before proceeding, it might be useful to
explain how your Committee reaches DXpedition funding decisions.
The basic
conditions that any DXpedition has to meet
to get our support are publically available
on our website www.cdxc.org.uk/funding.
All applicants are required to submit their
sponsorship via the forms on those pages –
without exception. The completed form
arrives in my inbox and an automatic
acknowledgement is sent.

My report to Committee includes a
recommended sponsorship level based on
the data provided and how it fits CDXC’s
objectives – well someone has to start the
ball rolling! The Committee critiques it,
poses questions and makes comments until
we reach a consensus. This is all done by email and the aim is to turn around a request
within two weeks.
About a third of
applications are rejected; we don’t know
how many never even apply, having read
our sponsorship terms.

I do two things when I receive the
application. The first is to check that all the
required information is included; if it is not
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But what about holiday DXpeditions?

own members, to enable those on the Honor
roll to get more band slots – or do we have a
responsibility to help newcomers or
returners to DXing to have a chance at the
DXCCs and slots we worked way back? I
think it is a mixture of all of this, and that’s
why we take ‘last worked’ and ‘activation’
into account rather than just ‘Top 75 and a
generator’.

I should return to Roger’s point about
holidays and airports and hotels. And my
question to Roger is ‘Why does it matter?’
If you look at our criteria we are basing our
decisions on many factors that all lead to a
judgement on the chances of the DXpedition
making a significant number of QSOs in our
direction from a rare location to those who
want a QSO and who agree to abide by the
DX Code of Conduct. And that leads me to
the next point: ‘Most Wanted’.

So why did we fund D64K?
Because it met all of our criteria! At the
time of application D6 was 66th most
wanted in Europe, had not been activated
for 11 years and the team members were
funding 92% of the DXpedition costs. How
they got there, whether they had a hotel, if
they had a gin and tonic etc. is just not
relevant to whether we sponsor them, only
how much (£200, or 3% of our annual
sponsorship budget, in their case).

Most Wanted – who says?
Until Club Log came along the most wanted
surveys were methodologically unsound.
The respondents were self-selecting and the
criteria lacked depth. Club Log has changed
all of that and we now have an algorithmbased analysis that tells us who, by world
area, by country, by band has worked a
particular entity – and when they last did so.
About the only ‘leap of faith’ is the
supposition that if you haven’t worked it
you still want it. I think that’s a reasonable
assumption for all DXers!

And we should never forget that CDXC gets
a great deal of publicity from our logo
consistently being seen on DXpedition
websites and on QSL cards. This enhances
our image as a club and a DX Foundation
that gives something back to the DXing
world. Sponsored DXpeditions are also an
excellent source of articles for the Digest.

So using Club Log Europe, as we do, we
can see the likely impact from a DXpedition
which is going to concentrate on, for
example, low bands and thus potentially
delight more DXers – and if this were the
case it would influence our sponsorship. To
illustrate my point, Ecuador is 57th most
wanted on 12m and appears in only 10% of
the EU logs, yet it is 190th most wanted
overall. So should we fund a 12m DXpedition to Ecuador? (The answer is ‘no’,
but I hope you see my point – it’s not as
simple as ‘Top 75 only’).

Behind Closed Doors?
Roger’s allegation that all of the CDXC
funding decisions were in some way a
Committee secret, really knocked me for
six. We publish the amounts openly each
year and have a page under the members’
only
section
of
our
website
(www.cdxc.org.uk/funding_report) which
shows individual sponsorship values.

And then there is the question of who are
the ‘deserving’ – ie which part of our
community of DXers are we trying to help?
You would expect a most wanted list from
CDXC members to have a skewed
distribution relative to the overall EU logs
in Club Log, but is our role in sponsoring
just to support the top of the table for our

Had the accusation been that the webpage
was not kept up to date, I would have
accepted that – but to suggest the
information would be in any way withheld
from members is just not true. I will ensure
that we keep that page up to date so any
member can see what we have donated.
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Roger’s proposals

In Conclusion

And so to Roger’s four recommendations
(in italics) and my comments:

I hope I have adequately responded to
Roger’s suggestions and allegations and
given an insight into how we go about
providing DXpedition sponsorship in the
name of CDXC. Space does not permit me
to share the responses from the grateful
recipients – and without exception they are
grateful.

“Fund only DX-peditions whose Most
Wanted Country status is lower than Nr 75,
in Europe, per ClubLog.”
Generally we do. In the past we have
sponsored marginally outside the Top 100
when a CDXC member was part of the
team, but over the last 12 months we have
sponsored only one DXpedition which was
outside the Top 75 (but it was still within
the Top 100).

There is a bit of me that resents Roger’s
provocative ‘free-loading holiday-makers’
jibe and ‘seek subsides for their pool-side
gin and tonics” allegation. DXpeditioners
get off their backsides to go to sometimes
unpleasant places, even if there is a hotel
and an airstrip, for the pleasure of the rest of
us. They spend significant amounts of their
own money and we give them a ‘top-up’.
Participating in a DXpedition should not be
the preserve of the rich and I’ve always
been happy for a percentage of my
membership fee to go their way.

“Fund only DXpeditions whose plans do not
include airports and hotels, except in
extreme cases eg high licensing costs”.
I make no apology for saying this really is a
silly distinction to make!
I trust my
arguments above have explained why.
“Fund only DX-peditions who upload to
LoTW within 3 months”.

Finally, your Committee welcomes debate
and I hope Roger’s piece and my response
will cause the Editorial postbag to be filled
with comments and ideas. The CDXC
Committee is the custodian of our
DXpedition budget and its job is to
distribute it in a manner of which the
members approve. If the majority of
members think we should make changes,
then we will of course do so.

We have reduced our LoTW demands from
‘undefined’, to 12 months to the current six
months. We will continue to encourage
DXpeditions to upload earlier than this but
we feel six months is right for now. It is also
what they actually achieve that is important;
T32C, the world record holder for
DXpedition QSOs, committed to upload
within six months, but actually uploaded six
weeks after returning home!
“Fund only those DXpeditions who do not
implement selective (ie paid for) LoTW
uploads”.
This is something we actively discourage,
but the DX community is divided. Many
individual sponsors are calling for
preferential treatment and that encourages
the DXpedition to go down that route. We
will continue to monitor the situation.
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LoTW Uploads

Roger Western, G3SXW

DXpedition (2012) websites show promised
LoTW uploads as follows:

9M4SLL Spratly: within a few days
CY9M St Paul Is: at earliest opportunity
TN2T Congo: at earliest opportunity
TO4M Mayotte: as soon as possible
VP6T Pitcairn Is: during operation, or
immediately after
YJ0VK Vanuatu: on completion of
operation
C21HA Nauru: during operation

Delayed
1A0C SMOM: one year
7P8D Lesotho: one year
7O6T Yemen: 7 months, but expedited with
OQRS purchase
T30PY Tarawa: 6 months, but 15-day
upload sold for $20+
D64K Comoros: 6 months
NH8S Swains Is: 6 months
TT8TT Chad: 6 months
3B9SP Rodrigues Is: within 6 months
HK0NA Malpelo: about 6 months
A5A Bhutan: 6 months
3C0E Annobon Is: a few months
V84SMD Brunei: 4 months

Not stated
ZL9HR Campbell Is: will be confirmed via
LoTW, no date given
XX9E Macau: will be confirmed via LoTW,
no date given
E51M North Cooks: LoTW upload in due
time
ZK2C Niue: no mention of LoTW
3D2C Conway Reef: no mention of LoTW
A35YZ Tonga: no mention of LoTW

Immediate
PT0S St Peter/Paul Rocks: within 36 hours
of QSO

_____________________________________________________________________

IOTA News
Update of data in IOTA DIRECTORY (2011 edition)
Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
NA-150

KL7RRC/P

Little Diomede Island (July 2012)

OC-047
OC-149
OC-150

H44UD
H44UD
YE9IOTA

Guadalcanal Island (July 2012)
New Georgia Island (July 2012)
Trawangan Island, Tenggara Barat Islands (July 2012)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
20 August 2012
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The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI

Twin Peaks

data, the BARTG 75 Baud contest provides
some peculiar scenarios, especially if
propagation is not playing ball!

No, I’m not alluding to the TV series of the
same name, but to the twin peak technology
used on RTTY. I don’t own a transceiver
that is capable of producing twin peaks, but
MMTTY does it for you anyway. There has
been some discussion about this and Kok
Chen/W7AY, always a veritable mine of
technical information, suggests that the
MMTTY twin peak filter might be better
than that used in the Pro III.

For those with a technical itch, take a look
at Kok Chen’s paper on Nyquist filters, both
raised cosine and matched filters and
indulge yourself in the mathematics of
Fourier transforms!
http://w7ay.net/site/Technical/Extended%20
Nyquist%20Filters/index.html
Yaesu FT-2000

I use all the filtering I can muster when
using RTTY. The twin peak filter on its own
will not combat strong close QRM, so use
of IF filtering down to 300Hz and utilising
the bandpass filter and notch filter within
MMTTY is a must for me, especially when
operating in contests.

Unfortunately my FT-2000 bit the dust – yet
again – early in the year, actually in
February. It had only been repaired in
November, with the replacement of the front
end mixer chips. Well, it looks as though I
have suffered the same problem yet again. I
had to wait until the end of the RSGB CC
contest season to part with it however! If I
hadn’t, NARC would have been short of
some points in the CC contests, plus I would
have missed the fun.

Kok Chen points out that when using digital
modes, the software filters can be much
better than the DSP provided in the
transceiver. It is worthwhile carrying out
some tests between the two to ascertain
which is better. I personally use both
anyway, plus I also have the Timewave
DSP599zx as an add-on that can also be
switched in line. Filtering is a must with
RTTY, but don’t just rely on one. Most
people use a good computer these days
where latency is not a problem, so the
filtering in MMTTY can provide an
acceptable solution. The Dual-Peak filter
within MMTTY also provides dedicated
bandpass and notch filters configured with
parameters from the AA6YQ-FIR-512
profile.

Judging by the comments on the Yaesu
reflector, the FT-2000 is a great transceiver,
providing you don’t switch it on, or connect
an antenna to it! The number of front end
problems is huge, from the mixer chips to
the pre-amps, all failing for some reason,
and I presume that is poor design. It has
been suggested that connecting a separate
receive antenna caused this, but that’s
something I have not done as yet, although I
was planning to. I hope Yaesu can come up
with a permanent fix for the problem,
because there are a lot of unhappy ‘wouldbe’ FT-2000 users just waiting for one. I do
have the FT-450, but cannot use it on RTTY
or digital because the MicroHam keyer
interface I use has the lead for the FT-2000.
Therefore my DX activity has been curtailed
for the time being, just as there have been

Using the other profiles in MMTTY can
help too, but some experimentation is
needed there. I have fiddled around with
various options but usually come back to the
FIR filter, the FIR-512 profile. Eighty
metres can be a strange band sometimes for
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some interesting DX stations on the air.
D64K and 9MØSLL have both been on, and
I think both used RTTY too.

Logs must be submitted in Cabrillo format
by e-mail to: logs@bartg.org.uk
Please
note that logs must NOT contain any RST
reports. Macros are available to cope with
this contest or if you don’t have them, I can
e-mail you a set.

BARTG 75 Baud Sprint
Tempus Fugits even faster as we grow older
and it’s just about time for the 75 Baud
Sprint again! Hopefully we will have better
propagation this year for this short contest,
and I look forward to working lots of you on
the bands. This year it takes place from
1700 – 2100 GMT on
Sunday 23rd
September 2012.

Exchanges
This old chestnut is always a contentious
one. Data on 80 metres is not always good
copy, with selective fading, an unstable
band, lots of QRM and so on. So, in the CC
contests it is really frustrating to have this
exchange sent:

BANDS:
G3LDI G3LDI de G9ZZZ ur 599 599 599
003 bk

80, 40, 20, 15, 10m, please adhere to the
RTTY mode segments of the amateur
bands. All-band entry only. There is no
single band entry in this contest.

Once a contact has been established there is
no need to repeat my call twice, I know it
anyway. Then this is followed by the 599
three times which is totally unnecessary as I
had already assumed that anyway. But, the
real PITA is the serial number sent only
once! If I miss that and have to ask for a
repeat, guess what I hear? Yep, the same
line again. It really is frustrating. It would
be far better to hear: G3LDI 599 003 003
003 bk I would stand a much better chance
of getting the number first time. Incidentally
it is a good idea to send my call at the front
just to make sure it is ME that you are
calling. Assumptions can be made and lead
to UBN reports.

The exchange is the serial number ONLY.
This is a Sprint, so the RST is deemed as
unnecessary. Please bear in mind that it
MUST be a three-figure serial number, so
please do NOT send 1. It has to be 001 and
so on.
QSO POINTS:
Each completed QSO scores one point.
Stations may be contacted again on other
bands.
MULTIPLIERS:

In other contests the exchanges can be
longer. In fact the ones in the BARTG HF
contest requires a three-figure serial number
and the time in GMT format. It is possible
to miss one of these, so repeats are needed,
especially under poor propagation. Don,
AA5AU, has found that using a hyphen
between them has improved copy. Here is
what he has to say:

All DXCC countries and JA, W, VE and
VK areas count as multipliers. Multipliers
and continents count only once in the
contest regardless of band. US stations must
use correct call or suffix for area of
operation.
SCORING:
QSO points x Multipliers x Continents
(max. 6).

With conditions very poor on the high bands
and rapid QSB, I saw a recurring theme
when it came to copying weak stations. If
they sent a report like ‘599 001 001 1450
1450’ I would most likely get either the

LOG SUBMISSION:
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number or the time, but not both. However,
when working weak stations who sent ‘599
001 1450 001 1450’ or ‘599 001-1450 0011450’, I was more likely to get the report
right the first time since the number and
time were grouped together. By the time I
copied or missed copy on one combined
serial number/time sequence, I would either
get it or miss it the next time it was sent. So
I started sending ‘599 001-1450 001-1450’
and had less requests for repeats. I normally
don't use hyphens in my report, but decided
to do it toward the end of the contest. It
seemed to work well.

that grouping serial number and time
together worked much better this weekend
and should probably be the way to do it in
the future. The BARTG HF contest has the
longest exchange of any RTTY contest we
operate.
I shall be trying this next year and seeing if
it makes any difference with me, especially
as it looks like propagation is not going to
be terrific. Please consider taking the same
approach in the RSGB CC tests; it will save
us both a lot of time.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

I'm not trying to restart the ‘to use hyphen
or not to use hyphen’ thread, I'm just stating
_____________________________________________________________________

Contesting for Beginners
Geoff Plucknett, G4FKA
What? A new columnist? Well, no, but
Martyn asked me to put together an article
to fill the gap pending the appointment of a
new full-time contributor. I’ve made my
theme ‘Contesting for Beginners’ as a
number of amateurs, both new and
experienced, are keen to find out what it’s
all about, spurred on by events such as the
80m Club Championships and Contest
University.

according to published rules. Each event has
a set time period and a set information
exchange. Each contest has its own specific
objectives: countries, counties, islands,
locator squares.
Some contests have very simple scoring
systems (eg one point per contact). Others
have much more complex schemes with
different points for, say, distance or
continents and lots of multipliers.

My own contesting experience started at the
simple end of the spectrum in the early
1970s, three teenagers with a Pye Vanguard,
an 8-element Yagi, a tent, stove and copious
beans on toast! Don’t worry, it has got
better and I have subsequently contested on
all bands up to 23 cms with a number of
groups - as well as from home on the wet
string antenna farm.

Contests are mainly at weekends and are of
durations from an hour to 48 hours, but they
also take place during weekday evenings
and are typically 60-90 minutes long.
Participants send in their logs to an
adjudicator who cross-checks the logs for
accuracy and ensures that the participants
have followed the rules.

What is a contest?

The results are normally published after a
few months, although large worldwide
events with thousands of entrants may take
somewhat longer to adjudicate.

A contest is a competition between amateur
stations on specific bands and modes
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Why take part?

where you are working against others with
similar set-ups can deliver surprising results.

People participate in contests for many
reasons. Some aim to win or be high in the
placings. Others see it as an opportunity to
fill the log with many QSOs in a short
period. Contests also provide an opportunity
to fill band-mode slots with entities, islands,
counties, locator squares, zones, states or
whatever multipliers are up for grabs.

So how do I start?
As in most radio subjects, the trick is to
decide what you want to do, then listen and
learn before leaping in at the deep end. If
you are at home and you just want to work a
few stations, then your existing station is
fine and you don’t need any special tools or
equipment.

Many just wish to be part of the event,
perhaps sending in a check log to help the
adjudication.
Whatever
the
reason,
participating in contests helps to hone
operating skills and helps us all to deal with
busy bands and loud signals.

If you want to participate and send in a log,
then most contests ask for electronic log
submissions, which for most people will
require one or more of the many available
logging programmes available. There is a
wide range on the market and it is generally
personal preference and familiarity that
dictates which one to use. So talk to your
local contesters and find out what they use.

What are the rewards?
Most contests have certificates and trophies
for the leading places; a number also have
participation certificates for those who make
a certain number of contacts. The very large
contests have many sections for different
power, antennas, bands, modes and so on allowing participants with simple stations to
do well as they are only competing against
similar stations. It is easy to get lots of
stations in the log in a short timescale and it
is a sure way of getting lots of new
countries, islands, zones and so on in the log
for awards.

Short contests provide a relatively calm
introduction for newcomers. Events such as
the 80m Club Championships are only 90
minutes long with a simple exchange. For
those wishing to improve their Morse, the
event has a low-speed area to encourage
new participants.
How do I find out what is going on?
Once you’ve decided to have a go, then
there are a number of sources of contest
information. The RSGB Contest website has
the programme of UK events, whilst the
SM3CER website and others have lists of
worldwide events.

What puts people off?
A view often expressed by potential
contesters is that they can't do well against
the ‘big boys’ and as a consequence they
don't participate. There is no doubt that
many large stations exist; indeed a number
have been specifically set up to lead the
pack in specific types of events.

Before you get going, read the rules - then
read the rules again. The rules tell you who
to work, when to work them, which bands
and modes and what information to
exchange. Then have a good listen when the
event gets started. Get a feel for the contest
exchange; what order is the information
being sent in?

However, there are ways that the small
station can do well. Probably the most
important criterion in my experience is
picking the section to enter. Entering a
section where there will be lots of well
appointed stations will not bring rewards in
certificates or placings, but picking a section

Get a feel for the speed of events. You will
find that the efficient contesters use very
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few words; only what is necessary to get the
information across. Get used to not having
to say much yourself. “Hello, OM, thanks
for the QSO 73” is just not needed here.

skills and allow you to move into other
bands or modes.

Then it’s time to make your first call. Don’t
be put off if the station doesn’t come
straight back to you; there may be many
others calling. Be patient and eventually
you’ll start logging the contacts. After a
while searching for other callers you may
feel confident enough to put out CQs
yourself and hopefully they’ll start calling
you.

Contesting is for all. Think about what you
want to achieve, read the rules, listen
carefully to what is happening and you’ll
soon get stuck in. You’ll work lots, have a
great deal of fun, experience operating on
busy bands and learn a lot about
propagation. Eventually you may enjoy the
pleasure of the postman delivering that first
certificate to your door and then you’ll be
hooked.

Closing thoughts

OK I’ve done it from home. What
about portable operation?
Many contests are outdoor in nature,
requiring stations to be set up in a field or
on a hill. Before you start tramping the hills
with your boots and beams there is some
basic preparation that will aid your
endeavours. Once you have identified a
likely area or site, establish contact with
landowners and farmers and make sure you
have permission to use the site. Prepare an
equipment inventory in advance and make
sure you test equipment, antennas, cables,
logging software and ancillaries before you
sally forth. Mountain ranges have their own
climates so make sure you are well set up
with canvas, food and drink for a spell in the
great outdoors.

We regret to record the passing of
the following CDXC members

Time for the big time
So you’ve dabbled from home. You may
even have been up your local hill. There
may come a time when you’d like to take
part more seriously with a bigger station or
as part of a team. This is where local clubs
and groups can help, as many are keen to
put on events that bring together the skills
and equipment of the members and allow
them to enter events that maybe individuals
couldn’t. So talk to your local groups and
see what contest activity is going on in your
area. You will also pick up a lot of shared
experience to help develop your contest
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GØUZP

Paul Zrobok

G2ART

Peter Cawson

G4DEZ

Bryn Llewellyn

E-mails to the Editor
From EI5DI

No one can argue. You, alone, fired the
shot, and that's one dead hunk of wildebeest.
It’s exactly the same as if you had been
there, the bullet travelled the same distance
and the wildebeest is every bit as dead. In
some ways it was even harder, because you
had to allow for latency as well as wind
speed. They can't take that away from you
(reminds me of a song) – except, of course,
you were not there and you have not been
hunting in Africa.

Hunting in Africa.

You're ready - sitting quietly, not making a
sound. You've been waiting for hours and
your eyes are beginning to feel the strain.
Just then a wildebeest slowly ambles into
view. It has no idea you're there. You’ve
paid good money for this – every shot must
count, so you're not going to miss. You aim
carefully, check the wind gauge, hold your
breath and, in-between heartbeats, fire.
Bang! And only 290ms later the wildebeest
drops dead. The great white hunter strikes
again!

You should be ashamed of yourself! What
you have done is both a travesty and a
mockery. You have dishonoured the good
name of hunting. If you want to hunt in
Africa, go to Africa because that's what
hunters do. If you want to play amateur
radio in Africa or anywhere else, go there
because that’s what DXers and contesters
do.

You've just shot a wildebeest and it's lying
there, dead. The only difference is it's in the
Serengeti, and you're at home in your
apartment in southern County Dublin.
This remote-controlled rifle is wonderful.
From the comfort of your own home you
know what it's like to be on safari and, to
prove it, you've bagged a wildebeest.

The following extract is from the ARRL
Contest Update of 11 April 2012, regarding
an entry in CQ WPX SSB.
www.arrl.org/contest-updateissues?issue=2012-04-11

You haven't had as much fun in ages. Like
most of us, you don't have the time or
money to actually go to Africa, so you have
no other option – there aren’t too many
wildebeest roaming the Dublin plains these
days. Apart from that, you’re not as young
or as mobile as you used to be, and the highdefinition screen really makes up for your
poor eyesight. There’s no point in having
new hunting technology and not using it –
we all know it’s not going to go away.

‘OH2UA was at the controls of CQ8X... the
4,543 contacts were made over a remote
link across the Internet – 4,500 kilometers
from the actual station!"
73 Paul EI5DI
PS:
While I'm on, please mention that with
effect from V16.00 (which will be released
long before the next Digest appears) SD is
freely working and unrestricted in all RSGB
contests including IOTA and BERU. No
one will need to register or have a key file to
use SD in any RSGB event. This applies
equally to all FOC and CWOps operating
events and contests.

Travel is all very well for those with money
to burn, but this is the real world and the
only way you're ever going to add a
wildebeest to your collection. In any case,
you’re an experienced hunter, with a licence
to hunt in the Serengeti – so it’s all above
board.
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From G3SXW

I send a duplicate card and another stamped
envelope – plus explanation that the last
envelope was unsealed.
I get back the card with a rude note saying
that it wasn’t his job to seal the envelope.

Sincere thanks
May I offer my sincere thanks to the two
departing columnists. Don/G3XTT (‘DX
an’ all that’) and Lee/GØMTN (‘Contest’)
have done a superb job for so long. They
contributed mightily to the high quality with
which we all associate with the CDXC
Digest. They really have gone ‘beyond the
call of duty’.

The other one that gets me is the US station
who QSLs direct with an SAE that has a US
stamp on it.
73 Peter G3RZP
________________________________
From the CDXC Reflector, 18 July
2012

Of course, in Nigel/G3TXF we have
absolutely the ideal replacement for Don.
Very few have their fingers as closely on the
DX pulse as Nigel, so we are assured of the
continuing highest quality in the DX
column. As for Lee’s column, all
understood, old chap – a young family is
very demanding. You can take back this
column when they have left university! The
contesting column is a core feature of the
Digest, so we pray that someone will step in
and take over.

I have only been a [CDXC] member for
approx 6 months, I should have joined years
ago.
The CDXC Digest must be one of the best
kept secrets in the world.
[Odd-Egil, LA8AW]
Once again, congratulations are due to the
entire group who produce the Digest. It is
the only radio publication I receive that I
actually read through from cover to cover,
and it's well worth the effort.

Again, a big thank you to you two chaps!
73 de Roger/G3SXW.
________________________________

[Ray, W2RS]

From G3RZP

[With thanks to G3SXW. Ed.]

Duplicate QSLing
[G3SXW, CDXC Digest, July 2012]
One point that Roger didn’t cover:
Some years ago now I sent off a QSL card
to a US QSL manager, with a self-addressed
envelope adequately stamped with US
stamps, QSL card and $1.
Back comes an empty envelope because the
manager was too lazy to seal it.
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HF Challenge Results 2011
Pos Callsign 15m 12m 10m 6m Band
Slots
1 5B4AHJ 159 145 146 11 461
2 5B4AIF 137 118 129 14 398
3 G3ZSS 138 80 100 13 331
4 G3TBK 125 90 74 0 289
5 MWOCRI 123 84 69 0 276
6 EA5ARC 97 73 80 0 250
7 G3TXF 102 68 63 0 233
8 G3SVD 76 73 66 4 219
9 G5LP
100 73 39 3 215
10 YB1AR 15 80 87 0 182

Alan, 5B4AHJ, is awarded the Hinson Trophy plus salvers for the leading station on 15m, 12m
and 10m. Norman, 5B4AIF, is awarded the Chairman’s Cup plus a salver for leading score on
6m; Peter, G3ZSS, receives a salver for third place overall. Certificates are issued down to 10th
place.

LF Challenge Results 2012
Pos
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Callsign
PA3FQA
EI7BA
G5LP
G3SJJ
G3XTT
5B4AIF
ZD7XF
M1AQV
ZL2IFB
EI80IRTS

160
46
28
1
10
42
0
45
0
0
29

80
79
52
90
34
72
43
60
22
24
42

40
150
148
147
112
93
84
75
79
72
69

DXCC
163
162
153
145
103
86
83
80
74
72

Dick, PA3FQA, is awarded the Penallt Trophy plus salvers for the leading station on 160m and
40m. John, EI7BA, is awarded Tindle Cup. Lionel, G5LP, receives salvers for third place
overall and for the leading station on 80m. Certificates are issued down to 10th place.
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
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Are you sure you’re ready for this?
The following questions were set in last year’s US General Education Development
[GED) examination. These are genuine answers from 16-year-olds.
Q: Name the four seasons.
A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.
Q: What guarantees may a mortgage company insist on?
A: If you are buying a house, they will insist that you are well endowed.
Q: In a democratic society, how important are elections?
A: Very important. Sex can only happen when a male gets an election.
Q: What happens to your body as you age?
A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental.
Q: What are steroids?
A: Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs.
Q: What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?
A: He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery.
Q: How can you delay milk turning sour?
A: Keep it in the cow.
Q: Give the meaning of the term ‘Caesarian section’.
A: The Caesarean section is a district in Rome.
Q: What is a seizure?
A: A Roman emperor. [Julius Seizure: I came, I saw, I had a fit.]
Q: What is a terminal illness?
A: When you are sick at the airport.
Q: Use the word ‘judicious’ in a sentence to show you understand its meaning.
A: Hands that judicious can be soft as your face.
Q: What does the word ‘benign’ mean?
A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight.
Q: What is a turbine?
A: Something an Arab or Shreik wears on his head.

[Source unknown. With thanks to G3SXW.]
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For Sale
Diesel generator Pramac P11000S, 10.6 KVA. Unused and as new with wheel kit.
Full specification available at
www.generators.co.uk/Product/Silent/Diesel_Pramac/P11000
Ideal for home or club use. Original cost £4,177. For sale at a significant saving on
new for £2,750. Shipping to a mainland UK address included.
Contact Gordon, G3USR, at g3usr@btinternet.com or call (01572) 737774.

CDXC QSL card
The CDXC QSL card is available to all members by direct order from Hertfordshire
Display PLC, 51 High Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9BA. Tel: (01920) 461191, Fax:
(01920) 463212 or www.hdprint.co.uk.
HD Print have asked if we can update our order form to add a daytime telephone
number as this is needed for verification of credit card details. We have updated the
form on our website, but if you use an old form, please add your daytime contact
number to avoid unnecessary processing delays.

E-mail from a satisfied customer:
“Just a short note to praise the CDXC QSL card printers (HD Print). I ordered 500
on Monday AM at 0900. I had a proof by e-mail at 1100. They were then delivered
on Wednesday PM. What good service! They were also very helpful on the phone
and via e-mail.”
73 Dick, G4DJC
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Not the GB2RS News




In China a popular newsreader with the
nationwide amateur radio news service,
BY2RS, has resigned ahead of being sacked
in connection with his persistent refusal to
stick robotically to the news script exactly
as he receives it from Beijing HQ. Had he
continued he would have also been
sentenced to five years of calling CQ locally
on 70cms FM. His departure follows a mere
handful of complaints from dyed-in-thewool adherents of the ‘old guard’ linked to
the former Imperial Chinese dynasty, who
much prefer listening to the traditional news
script as it used to be before the days of the
Revolution, even if they invariably fall off
to sleep halfway through.
________________________________

Standard direct QSL card charges to
be introduced as of 1 January 2013
A new awards scheme
BY2RS latest

To avoid any squabbling amongst radio
amateurs over how much they’ll have to pay
for their direct QSL cards in future, as of 1
January 2013 the IARU Region 1 is
introducing a standardised system of
charges in US Dollars, all depending on the
DXCC entity and its relative rarity on the
HF bands to radio amateurs in Europe.
Charges start at $US Ø, ie no Dollars at all,
for countries such as DL, G, I, UA (let’s
face it, who really wants a QSL card from
countries in this group anyway...) to $US 10
for the Most Wanted, eg P5, with the rest
somewhere in between. Despite its obvious
failings, at least this way everybody knows
where they stand. However, this new system
has already come in for considerable
criticism, seeing as for one thing those allimportant band/mode differences are not
regarded as being part of the equation. Well,
at least this new system will give ‘em
something to talk about on the reflectors.
________________________________

Finally, the following from Chris, G3SVL:
the story of the Bexhill Observer reporter
who was covering the annual Christmas Day
ritual on the beach. So surprised was he at
the number of people waiting to take a dip
that he measured the line - it was four score
paces. He penned the classic headline: 'Sea
Queue Eighty Metres'. [That one really
hurt. Ed.]. Chris then added that he would
shortly be going off to visit London’s
famous botanical gardens, where he hoped
that he wouldn’t end up in a ‘Kew Queue’.
________________________________

A new awards scheme has been launched,
Airports On the Air (AOA). The rules are
fairly obvious: Activators must be operating
either from within the respective airport
perimeter or from no further than 100 yards
outside it. They simply give the usual 59report followed by the respective IATA
airport code, eg LHR for London Heathrow,
FNC for Funchal/Madeira or TXL for Berlin
Tegel. Chasers can gain extra points for
contacts with airports in countries such as
Greece or Egypt, where talking into an
amateur radio microphone within a fivemile radius of the airport perimeter fence is
likely to result in the immediate appearance
of a security guard pointing a machine gun
at you and five years in the local nick.
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The winner of Prize Crossword 53,
July 2012: Peter Ball, EI7CC, Dun
Laoghaire.
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DOWN

1
4
9
10
11

2 It's totally untrue, the Rev. Spooner's shortage
of baked dishes (1,4,2,4)
3 Left-wing compiler's one of my best friends
(3,6)
4 Almost sound happy meeting with Tube map
designer in part of Dorset (7)
5 Do they teach you how to get on with public
transport? (8,7)
6 Hen Lisa cooked takes the air? (7)
7 Entertain Erato, say (5)
8 Perfume despatched for reporter (5)
13 Undress and moan about Puccini aria (6,5)
16 Prompts engineers to take on babysitters (9)
18 Otto's predecessor, 22 in Germany (7)
19 Leaves port after arsenic attacks (7)
21 Juliet's predecessor in part of Asia... (5)
22 ... very happy, talking to Mike? (2,3)

12
14
15
17
20
21
23
24
25
26
27

Area covered by wood is quite good (4)
Drinking places general doesn't allow (6,4)
British tree _ nonsense! (10)
One of the Calendar Girls? (4)
Old African settler, the first of East Kenyan
upbringing everybody liked enormously (6)
Hard-working fellow from Timor Leste? (8)
Form of ID carried by chef (Italian) (1-3)
Rex is angry at the end of the line (5,5)
Incomer is a suspect in this country (10)
She was invited into the garden (4)
Unusual ship, OM - or one that has the same
form (8)
Councils that discuss the chances of evil, say?
(6)
Dull poet making comeback (4)
Those who make a fast buck if poet errs in
translation (10)
High-performance erectioneers? (10)
Junk mail from Poland in the morning (4)

Deadline for entries: 20 October
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