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Club News and Views
Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
Long-suffering listeners to my GB2RS
News on 80m on a Sunday morning (3.650
MHz, 0900) will be aware of the longrunning saga of my attempts to track down –
and, more importantly, do something about
- some fairly recent local QRM in the shape
of a constant 59+20 broadband „hash‟ which
was making it difficult for me to hear
anything at all other than the loudest of
signals.

in their in-house security firm. They in turn
did a complete switch-off test, which
confirmed that this fire alarm was the
culprit, and made a few minor modifications
to it. At which point my 80m noise level
dropped from 59+20 to a mere 59+5.
Well, better than nothing, I suppose. The
security firm have also said that they will be
back to try and reduce the noise from this
alarm even further. Needless to say, I‟m still
in touch with them with a view to this
happening as soon as possible - and also
hoping that there‟s not some other noise
source involved. So watch this space.

Eventually I decided that the only way
forward was to contact Ofcom. So I
completed their online „Report of interference or abuse to an Amateur Radio
system‟ form (see item by Ian White,
GM3SEK, on p. 43 of this Digest). Ofcom
were marvellous. Within only a few weeks
one of their field engineers called round.
After a thorough switch-off test to ensure
that this noise was not being caused by
something in our own house (standard
procedure!) he then spent no less than two
whole hours carefully checking out the
immediate local area. Indeed most such
noise sources, he said, can be traced to
within 200 yards of one‟s own location.

Meanwhile it‟s a huge „thank you‟ to Ofcom
for doing such a prompt, efficient and
highly professional job. If you have similar
QRM problems, then I do suggest you
contact them.
All of which doesn‟t leave very much space
for anything else, more particularly what
you‟ll find in this edition of the Digest, but
you can check it all out on page 1. And yes,
as you‟ll see on page 6, Christmas is indeed
just around the corner. Amateur radio-wise,
that is, with T32C very soon hitting the
airwaves with a vengeance.

And eventually he found it: a fire alarm on
the blink in a house in the next street a mere
100 yards away and within direct sight of
my antennas. There was no doubt about it.
His spectrum analyser clinched it. It was
exactly the same wave pattern. I could have
hugged him, but for obvious reasons
decided against it.

Mind you, I don‟t suppose I‟ll manage to
work T32C from this particular UK
location. Any more than about 50W on the
HF bands and the telephone will ring - and
it‟ll be our dear neighbours next door telling
me that once again I‟m coming through at
59+20 on the hot-water tap in their bloomin‟
en suite bathroom.

As for the latest on this one (I bet you can‟t
wait…): well, the management company
responsible for the above property weren‟t
exactly too keen on doing anything about it,
seeing as clearly this problem was „only of
concern to me‟, but they did eventually call

Meanwhile I live in hope.
73 Martyn, G3RFX
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

It was great to see so many of you at the
AGM & Summer Social – and thank you
from the Committee for showing your trust
in us by electing us for another year. We
were so lucky with the weather and to my
mind this was one of the best Summer
Socials I can remember. It takes a lot of
preparation and yet is over all too quickly - I
know I didn‟t get to ragchew as much as I
would have wanted. I‟d like to add my
thanks to Neville‟s for all of those,
especially Secretary Tony and his wife
Glenys, who made the event go so
smoothly.

to get nine-band performance into a small
garden. I think that is excellent advice and
for most of us we can stretch that idea to
two - maybe three - bands where we can be
competitive, but DC to daylight takes lots of
space, time and money!
Some of you will have spotted that I am
involved in the small Advisory Group that is
looking at how to improve the RSGB. I
firmly believe that we need a strong and
well-run national society in order that our
voice is heard in the highest places. While it
is evident that the RSGB has had a troubled
time of late, I am convinced that things will
now be put in place to make it the Society
its members want and deserve.

It has been an interesting couple of months
on the air. The bands seemed to be in their
summer doldrums and, for HF, it‟s
traditionally a quiet period for contests. But
then STØR turned up and all hell was let
loose, to put it mildly! Actually, I think a
new one so close to mainland Europe sorted
the men from the boys in terms of operating
skills. STØR themselves were a bit variable
with a range of „on-air styles', but the
operating techniques and DQRM emanating
from certain parts of Europe made getting
through something of a challenge – at least
at the start of the DXpedition. It
demonstrated yet again the role the DX end
needs to play in controlling pile-ups. Good
operators with rhythm and authority have
far fewer problems – whatever the mode.

The final preparations for the T32C DXpedition have kept me busy and I can't wait
to get there and start working the pile-ups –
keeping an ear out for all CDXC members
of course! We will put special measures in
place to ensure the Club runs smoothly in
the absence of so many Committee
members. We'll announce these on the
website during September.
DXpeditions sponsored since the last Digest
are just Malpelo Is. (HKØNA) in Jan / Feb
2012 and an offer to CDXC member Col,
MMØNDX, if he and his team successfully
active Rockall next summer.
Finally, don't forget the HF Challenge,
which runs for the month of September. As
you will see, we have two new trophies for
this event. Details are on the website.

Nevertheless, STØR were fairly easy to
work from UK if you chose your band and
time correctly; many CDXC members with
<100W and wire antennas reported making
QSOs, particularly towards the end of the
operation. On that point, there was an
interesting discussion on the Reflector on
how to work them. Clive, GM3POI, posted
a thoughtful comment that suggested the
best thing to do if you did not have space for
an antenna farm was to concentrate on one
band and do that band well, rather than try

73 and I hope to work as many of you as
possible from T32C
Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
I hope everyone enjoyed the CDXC AGM
and Summer Social here at Lower Withers
Barns. Trish and I certainly did. Weren‟t we
so lucky with the weather! It rained on the
Friday before the Social, it rained until
11am on the Saturday, the day of the Social,
and it rained all day Sunday! Fortunately,
we were again blessed with good weather
for the Saturday afternoon.

operation since all but two Committee
members will be away.
By the time members read this Digest, the
CDXC raffle for T32C will have been
drawn and the winner announced on our
webpages. Thanks to all the members who
have bought raffle tickets. We expect to
raise around £3,900.00 gross.The cost of
printing the raffle tickets and envelopes was
£275.00, giving a net of £3,625.00. 10%
goes to CDXC (£362.50) for the use of the
CDXC mailing list and 90% to T32C
(£3,262.50). These are valuable contributions to both organisations. For CDXC
£362.50 is the equivalent income to that
from the annual subs of 20 UK members.

It was great to see so many old friends here
as well as many wives and partners. There
were quite a few new faces too. Ninety
attended altogether. Thanks to all those who
sent cards or e-mails – it looks as though
everyone had a good day.
Thanks to Mark Mann, our chef, and to all
the lady helpers. As usual Mark pulled out
all the stops and this was really appreciated.
Our thanks to Yaesu UK, Kenwood, ML &
Sons (I hope that you are better now Martin,
we missed you) Nevada Radio and the
RSGB for donating raffle prizes. Quite a
few members donated prizes too, for which
many thanks. The main prize, the Yaesu FT450D transceiver, was won by Glenys,
G8KWD, the wife of our Secretary Tony,
G4LDL. This was really good news as
Glenys does a great deal of work for CDXC.
The raffle raised £1,312 – an excellent result
and a very useful addition to our
DXpedition fund.

The T32C planning team is working very
hard to ensure the success of our
forthcoming DXpedition. The proposal
identifying Kiritimati as a possible location
was written in April 2009 and ever since
then we have all been working very hard on
this project. I‟m really looking forward to
Sunday, 18 September, when Gordon/
G3USR and I, as the advance party, fly off
to Kiritimati via San Francisco and
Honolulu.
Our sponsorship drive has gone well, with
over 55 clubs in the UK and overseas
making donations. The level of support has
been really excellent and the T32C team
would like to thank CDXC members for
their donations, both as individual sponsors
and as club members.

Because many of the regular contributors to
the Digest will be on the T32C DXpedition
and will not get back to the UK until the
very end of October, the November Digest
will be delayed, probably until midNovember or thereabouts. We will advise
members of the likely publication date
through the Reflector and webpages nearer
the time. At our Committee meeting in
Bristol in late August we will be discussing
cover for the Committee during the T32C

Yaesu are again our Global Sponsors; ML
& Sons, Nevada Radio and Redweb
Technologies are our major corporate
sponsors; the ARRL Colvin Award, CDXC,
GDXF and the RSGB DXpedition Fund are
our major club sponsors. We were really
delighted to be granted the prestigious
ARRL Colvin Award, the third time we
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have won this. Our thanks to all our
sponsors. Without your support we could
not mount this DXpedition.

the September RadCom. This will be
followed by an article on suitable antennas
for working T32C by Don, G3XTT, for the
October RadCom that is published before
we go.

Finally, thanks to CDXC and T32C member
Nick, G4FAL, for sponsoring the T32C polo
shirts through his company Riverside
Automation.

If you don‟t have one of those super-duper
Yagis, don‟t despair: we are on the island
for nearly four weeks and the pile-ups will
thin out in the final two weeks. 17m should
be a good band to work us on.

Our „How to Work T32C‟ note has been
well received. Hopefully these notes will be
read before the Deserving try to work us,
but maybe that‟s a pipe dream! We can but
try! We want to work as many UK stations
as possible from T32 and we will try very
hard to do this. The path to the UK is a
difficult one, but be patient. We monitor
minute by minute the number of UK
uniques
contacted
throughout
the
DXpedition.

That‟s all from me. Back to T32C work –
there‟s still much to do.
73

An article on propagation to T32 from the
UK by Steve, GØKYA, will be published in
_____________________________________________________________________

Christmas just around the corner
The FSDXA Christmas Island DXpedition
Bulletin No.3
It‟s now just a couple of months to go until
our T32C expedition to Christmas Island.
Our container of equipment has reached Fiji
and is due to ship soon to T32, to await our
arrival.

two stations QRV on each of 80m through
to 10m.
The team consists of Neville, G3NUG
(Team Leader); Chris, G3SVL (Co-Leader);
John, G3WGV (Co-Leader); Michael,
DG1CMZ; Franz, DK1II; Falk, DK7YY;
Paul, EI5DI; Dave, EI9FBB; Gerard, F2JD;
Ian, F5VKT/G3YBY; Michel, FM5CD;
Vincent, GØLMX; Tony, GØOPB; Nobby,
GØVJG; Richard, G3RWL; Fred, G3SVK;
Laurie, G3UML; David, G3UNA; Gordon,
G3USR; Dave, G3WGN; Mike, G3WPH;
Don, G3XTT; Mark, G4AXX; John,
G4DRS; Nick, G4FAL; Mike, G4IUF;

The team
The team is now pretty much complete, with
no less than 41 operators, some of whom
will be there for the whole period, others
will be there for the first or second half. At
any one time there will be around 30
operators on the island, permitting us to
operate round the clock on all bands with,
propagation and other factors permitting,
6

Tony, G4LDL; Justin, G4TSH; Michael,
G7VJR; Clive, GM3POI; Bob, GU4YOX;
Kazu, JA1RJU; Dave, K4SV; Paul,
KG4UVU; Bob, MDØCCE; Arnie, N6HC;
Bob, N6OX; Frank, ON7RU; Ronald,
PA3EWP; Maury, W3EF, and Paul, WF5T.

reverse direction, logs will be uploaded to
ClubLog (www.clublog.org) on a daily
basis and any news posted on the T32C
website. We will also aim to send regular
updates to the major bulletins.
Brochure

Sponsors
We mentioned last time that a PDF brochure
about the expedition is downloadable from
our website. We are pleased to say that this
is available in Russian and Japanese as well
as English.

We are very pleased to welcome Redweb
Technologies as a new corporate sponsor.
They specialise in tracking security
solutions and have loaned us a container
tracker. We are also delighted once again to
have been granted a prestigious ARRL
Colvin Award. In addition we thank CDXC
- the UK DX Foundation; GDXF – the
German DX Foundation, and the RSGB
DXpedition Fund for offering support.
Many thanks too to the many corporate, DX
and local clubs and individuals who have
come forward to support our expedition.
They are too numerous to mention here, but
are listed in full on our website. Details of
how to donate also appear on our website.
PayPal donations may be made directly via
the site. All donations will be
acknowledged.

DVD
The T32C DVD can be pre-ordered at the
online shop on the T32C website. Full
details are given there. In addition to the
T32C story, the DVD will include the video
made during the FSDXA DXpedition to St.
Brandon Island (3B7C) in September 2007.
Website
As you have read above, much of what you
need to know is on our extensive website.
Do keep checking it for updates, both before
and during the expedition: www.t32c.com.

DX Code of Conduct and How to
Work Us

Don Field G3XTT, (don.field@gmail.com)

FSDXA supports the DX Code of Conduct
(www.dx-code.org) and is committed to
ensuring that all T32C team members
operate to the highest standards. We have
also, in conjunction with Wayne Mills,
N7NG,
and
Steve
Telenius-Lowe,
9M6DXX, produced a document „How to
Work Us‟, which can be downloaded from
our website.

2 August 2011
(FSDXA Publicity Officer)

Major Sponsors
Martin Lynch & Sons
Redweb Technologies
Nevada Radio

Interacting online
Internet access to and from Christmas Island
is limited so we will not, for example, be
watching the DX Cluster! If you have
feedback for the expedition, this can be
routed
through
Don/G3BJ
via
deserving@fsdxa.com. Don will pass this
feedback to the team on a daily basis. In the
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DX an’ all that
Don Field, G3XTT

I am sure it will be mentioned elsewhere,
but I feel I must start by recording the
passing of Henry, G3GIQ, who was one of
the founders of CDXC and a leading DXer,
as well as being a man of many other parts
and interests. Back in the 1980s Henry
hosted several get-togethers of CDXC
members when overseas DXers such as
K4YT, T3ØAT and P29JS/VK9NS passed
through London. Along with John, G3AAE,
Henry also instituted the Supreme DX Club
of England. Membership was awarded to
those with a high level of achievement in at
least two of the following DX rankings:
Band Countries (2500+), 5BWAZ, Top of
Honor Roll and 850+ in IOTA (I‟m not sure
if there were others). I‟m unclear how long
this lasted or how many certificates were
issued – I only know of the first five, so it
may have foundered when G3AAE passed
away. But the point was that Henry always
promoted and encouraged excellence in DX
operating, both in behaviour and in
achievement. A great example to us all.

what follows may be repetitious for some,
for which I can only beg your indulgence.

I was also extremely sorry to hear of the
passing of Jens, DL7AKC, who was with us
on three FSDXA trips (D6, 3B9, 3B7). Jens
was just 45 years old. He was an excellent
CW operator, refusing to operate other
modes (!) and always good company,
appreciating the English sense of humour
(of which he was often the butt…).

Actually, although things were tough in the
early days of STØR, inevitably given that it
was an all-time new one (which,
incidentally, is why we can‟t draw lessons
for expeditions to places that have been
activate previously), contacts towards the
end of the trip were relatively easy, on the
high bands at least. For example Ian,
G3YBY, was visiting me a couple of days
before STØR ended and needed a contact
from G (Ian lives most of the time in
France). They were loud on 17 SSB and Ian
got them first call from my station, no
QRM, minimal pile-up. At the same time,
QRPers like Dave, G3YMC, were managing
to make it into the STØR log (on 17 CW in
Dave‟s case – 17 certainly turned out to be
band of choice from the UK).

The STØR team made an impressive QSO
total despite the inevitable (sadly) deliberate
QRM, along with variable propagation and
unpleasant
local
living
conditions.
Interestingly, they seem to have set a new
RTTY QSO record, whether because the
team included some keen RTTY operators
or because RTTY was less of a feeding
frenzy than the other modes, I‟m not sure! It
certainly seems that RTTY operators want
more than one contact on that mode
nowadays, chasing every band (or is it the
all-mode operators who are determined to
head the online league tables?).
The final QSO tally was 121,000, which is
pretty good going. I imagine there will be
ongoing activity through UN personnel
stationed in South Sudan and the occasional
DXpedition, so if you did miss any slots
don‟t lose too much sleep over it!

STØR Wrap-up
I guess it‟s appropriate to review the recent
STØR operation, which will have given
most CDXC members a new one, some on
10 bands, no less. That said, much of what I
might want to say has already been aired on
the CDXC Reflector. But I understand only
about 50% of CDXC members are on the
Reflector (which rather surprises me) so
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A word of congratulations is due to John,
G3PQA, whose Top Band contact with
STØR gave John 300 on 160m, the first UK
station to do so. An incredible achievement
and even more noteworthy given that John‟s
station is relatively modest. Arriving at his
QTH you wouldn‟t really be aware that
there was an amateur living there – just a
few wires in the trees. But John has paid
attention to an excellent earth system, has
some good receiving antennas, and has
spent many hours tracking down and
eliminating noise sources around his QTH.
John also forgoes the temptation of other
bands to concentrate on 160m, living the life
of a night owl much of the time. It certainly
pays off, but not many of us would have that
level of dedication.
Finally on STØR, here are
observations from Ian, G3KZR:

promised for early next year. It looks as
though quite a few DXpedition organisers
have got fed up with waiting for a high
sunspot count and are heading off
regardless. The lesson from STØR seems to
be that there will be bursts of decent
propagation, but expect some days to have
disturbed conditions, with frustrations at
both ends of the pile-up. For the latest
information on any of the above, do make
sure you are on the mailing list for at least
one of the regular DX bulletins and/or keep
an eye on the DX World, NG3K or 425
News websites. I have built myself a
spreadsheet of the various operations and
bands which I need and, despite being away
for part of the time, I reckon there are four
potential new ones for me on 40m, the same
on 30m, and lots on 160, 80, 12 and 10m. It
must be some years since there were so
many potential new band countries in such a
concentrated period of time.

some

Generally a good operation which worked
the HF openings well. I was lucky to pick
up a late run on 10m CW, finally getting
them as late as 1934x - taking time off for
an evening meal in the process!
I decided not to try to be QRV at 0300z to
catch them on 40 or 80m, taking the view
that another group would soon turn up in the
winter months. Around 2200z on 40m they
were a fair signal, but I have never heard
worse DQRM, ever, and it was sickening
how mindlessly persistent the malicious
QRMers were. Fortunately there was
nothing like it on the other bands.

Receiving Antennas
Having discussed transceivers, amplifiers
and antennas, I thought I would - this time devote a little time to receiving antennas.
Nowadays, unfortunately, many of us suffer
from multiple local noise sources and find
that receiving is more of a limitation on our
DX capabilities than transmitting. In my
own case the local noise floor has increased
significantly in the 26 years we have lived
here. There is no single explanation. Rather,
it‟s a gradual increase in the number of
noise-emitting devices in the local area.
Interestingly, at a recent 6m Hog Roast,
hosted by G3WOS, Chris gave a talk about
his experiences over the past 12 months in
tracking down noise sources. Most turned
out to be no more than three or four doors
away and the most common, and
problematical, were 12V downlights.
Beyond that, plasma TVs and laptop power
supplies were frequent offenders, along with
one instance of a dodgy central heating
pump. This general picture was echoed by
two others who were present, one of them
an Ofcom field engineer. He was saying that
he now keeps statistics and finds that much

Upcoming DXpeditions
If nothing else, chasing STØR might have
given you the incentive to brush up your DX
chasing skills and to make sure the station is
in proper shape, which will be good
preparation for the autumn. Jarvis Island has
been postponed for a year, but there are 4W,
3D2/R, YJ, T32, T3Ø, T33, 3X, C21, TX
(Tahiti and Marquesas), E51, 9N, KH8 and
others, including a return to ZK2 by
GM3WOJ, to look forward to over the next
couple of months - plus Malpelo, Pitcairn
(by G3TXF and friends), FW and others
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of his work is generated by radio amateurs
rather than other members of the public,
presumably as a result of urging by RSGB
and others, asking amateurs to report
problems rather than simply live with them
or go QRT. Sadly, a significant number of
problems (30% or so) turn out to originate
in the amateur‟s own home! Of the rest,
those three sources I mentioned earlier turn
out to be the most common. Incidentally, he
has only dealt with one case where PLT was
the source of interference (perhaps because
of the notching out of the amateur bands).

their size and are well worth trying. A
K9AY can be built easily and cheaply in an
afternoon, supported by a lightweight
fibreglass pole (metal supports are to be
avoided). They don‟t, however, take well to
being close to the transmit antenna. I have
successfully used one from time to time,
erected in the front garden. Sadly, the
domestic planning officer [sic] objects to its
being there on a permanent basis. The
ultimate solution for most would be a
Beverage (or, ideally, lots of them to cover
the whole compass) but there are very few
of us with the real estate to incorporate a
Beverage into our station (although one
hears of ingenious solutions of stealth
Beverages running through woods, taped to
a neighbour‟s fence or along disused
railway lines, for example).

Anyway, obviously one way of dealing with
noise is to do as G3WOS did and track
down and deal with all local sources, but
that takes time, persistence and a degree of
PR skill. The other (often just partial)
solution is to use directional receiving
antennas to try and minimise the amount of
noise pick-up. If it‟s a single noise source
you may achieve some success with one of
the various noise cancellers that are
available, the sort that use a „noise antenna‟
to feed the noise signal back in antiphase.
But they cannot deal with multiple sources.

That, I‟m afraid, is it for another edition. I
look forward to working many of you from
T32. While there I shall be cursing because
I am missing YJ and 3D2/R on various
slots, while you all collect them towards
your DXCC Challenge totals. But I will be
back for the last week or so of T32, to try
and catch the second-half gang on those
bands that I need. Good luck, but do try to
remember that it‟s only a hobby!

The most obvious solutions are small
receiving loops such as the EWE and
K9AY, plus active arrays such as those now
commercially available from the US. All
these seem to be surprisingly effective for

73 Don, G3XTT

_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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S9DX – A German DXpedition to São Tomé, February 2011
Joe Weidemann, DF1AL
At the beginning of July 2010 I did not have
any plans to visit São Tomé whatsoever.
However, a few days later, after an e-mail
from Hartmut (DM5TI), this all changed.
He invited me to join his team for a
DXpedition to São Tomé in February 2011.
I happily agreed immediately! This
completed a team of eight radio amateurs
and one YL ranging from 21 to 71 in age,
from rookie to top DXer, of various walks
of life and from different places in
Germany. Initially some but not all knew
one another in person. There is currently no
active resident radio amateur in São Tomé
and S9 was within the Top 100 on most
wanted lists in RTTY only. We reckoned
30,000 QSOs might be an attainable goal for
our expedition. Only little more than half a
year was left for all preparations.

about 250 km off the northwestern coast of
Gabon. Both islands are part of an extinct
volcanic mountain range. At sea level, the
climate is tropical – hot and humid with
average yearly temperatures of about 27° C
and little variation. Our visit coincided with
the rainy season that runs from October to
May. Rain forest covers about 74 % of the
country. São Tomé and Príncipe has little
more than 200,000 inhabitants and is the
second smallest country in Africa. It gained
independence from Portugal in 1975.
Three hours after landing we had passed
immigration control. Travellers need to
provide proof of yellow fever vaccination.
Malaria is also present in the country.
Eventually we were ready for the trip with
the hotel bus to the south tip of the main
island of São Tomé. The driver and the staff
loading our equipment did not comment, but
their faces left no doubt that the amount and
weight of luggage was totally different to
the usual tourist's.

With nine passengers our weight limit for
the air travel with the Portuguese airline
TAP was 180 kgs. Not much for three
complete
shortwave
stations
with
amplifiers, mast, antennas, cables and so on.
TAP charges €55 per kilo per flight for
overweight luggage! At Munich airport we
met and convened from four different
regions in Germany. Here we split up all
material into hand luggage and suitcases so
that for example cables were spread over
suitcases to minimize the consequences of a
potential loss of a suitcase. We took all
three K3s and amplifiers into the cabin as
our hand luggage.

The trip ahead was roughly 60 km. 'No
matter', you might believe, thinking of the
roads back home in your country. The road
we were to take was actually the main road
on the island. It meanders along the eastern
coastline. Some of the bridges over the
rivers that flow into the sea, however, were
broken. No one cared and they were already
overgrown by vegetation. Apparently, the
local approach is not to repair the bridges
but to use narrow fords alongside instead.
The driver carefully maneuvoered the bus
across.

A night flight via Portugal's capital Lisbon
took us to São Tomé and we arrived eleven
hours after departure from Munich early the
next morning at 0535z.

The small boat from Porto Allegre at the
south end of São Tomé took little more than
ten minutes to reach our final destination,
the little island of Rolas. But everybody was
required to use life jackets because we were
sailing on the Atlantic Ocean. The island of

São Tomé and Príncipe is a Portuguesespeaking island nation in the Gulf of Guinea
off the western coast of Central Africa. It
consists of two islands: São Tomé and
Príncipe, located about 140 km apart and
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Rolas is a volcanic rock and extends for no
more than three kilometers in any direction.

Tokyo Hi Power had promised Hartmut,
they would sell us the first two units of their
brand-new HL-550 amplifiers off the
production line. Together with Hartmut's
HL-1.1kfx, the predecessor to the HL-550,
we had three solid-state Tokyo Hi Power
amplifiers for our three stations. In addition,
the HL-550 now also covers 6m. When our
two amplifiers with serial numbers 1 and 2
arrived in January, Hartmut shocked me
with reports of his testing them: he
disconnected the antenna at full output
power. Transmitted into short circuit and
high SWR. Nothing happened to the
amplifiers. Hartmut insisted an amplifier
would only qualify for DXpedition use if it
survived such rough handling. Quite right:
Not a single problem with the three
amplifiers throughout the entire 13 days of
the expedition, not even during the RTTY
contest.

On arrival the hotel manager welcomed us
with coconuts. Its milk is delicious and
refreshing, yet not too sweet. The little
island is served mainly by the hotel resort.
The reception in this building is opposite the
pier and provides WLAN Internet access.
Hotel guests are accommodated in semidetached bungalows. For the nine of us, we
had three bungalows for living and one
separate bungalow solely for use as a shack.
The shack was in the front line of
bungalows facing the shore and offered
enough space to set up our antennas. Most
tourists choose these bungalows for the nice
view and access to the beach, while we
accepted the extra cost because it offered
more and better options for our antenna
setup.

Immediately after the initial QSO an
incredible pile-up broke forth. During the
first days the pile-up was so huge that we
couldn't stop it from spreading more than
usual. We realised the scope covered to
grow up to more than 10 or 15 KHz,
sometimes even 20 KHz. But the only way
to operate at a reasonable rate was to spread
the callers by changing the receiving
frequency after every QSO.

Although exhaused from the night flight and
travelling, we immediately started erecting
the first antennas. Everything had been
configured and planned in detail to facilitate
and speed up antenna work on site.
Antennas were the responsibility of the
Berlin members of the team, Siggi
(DM2AYO), Rolf (DL7VEE) and the
author. All antennas had been thoroughly
pre-tested back home in the garden of our
mastermind Siggi. Our SteppIR 2-ele Yagi
was the first antenna ready for operation.

Anyone who was not busy operating helped
to assemble more antennas. At the equator
dawn is very sharp; it takes just a quarter of
an hour from bright daylight to darkness.
We knew we had little time left to erect
verticals for the lower bands, at least for
40m. Our SteppIR BigIR covered 40m to
6m. In the housing is a motor-driven
beryllium band that runs within the vertical
tube to adjust the antenna to any frequency
between 40m to 6m for a perfect match. The
SteppIR vertical – and the 160m vertical
that we set up on the next day – were both
erected on the beach; a perfect position for
low angle DX radiation. We positioned
them no further than necessary from the
water; just enough to make sure the flood at
night would not reach the feed point and

At 1528z the team leader Hartmut
completed the first QSO from S9DX. He
and Ulli (DD2ML) – the Bavarians – took
care of the station set-up including logging
software, WLAN network, filters and
cables. We had three identical stations to
enable one operator to take over from
another seamlessly or to change from one
position to another. The stations consisted
of Elecraft K3s, Tokyo Hi Power HL-550
amplifiers and microHAM's micro Keyer II.
Logging was done with F5MZN's Win-Test
and all three notebooks were linked by a
WLAN network perfectly configured and
maintained by Ulli.
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cables. The 160m vertical was an L-shaped
vertical using an 18m glass fibre mast by
Spiderbeam. Some of the radials ran into the
sea.

developed a new passion. Also, he was one
of our photographers – on his walks he
always had the eye for the perfect shot.
Robin (DO2XX) works sideband pile-ups in
such an experienced and calm manner that
you would never guess he was the youngest
operator in the team - probably a bit
misleading to call him a rookie. Being the
son of René (DL2JRM) great talent has
undoubtedly been passed on to him. René
does all his QSOs by hand – no „keystroke
QSOs‟ as he derogatorily calls it, recalling
pre-set memories. CW is his life. I don't
recall him doing many QSOs in other
modes. His experience of numerous
activities from various other locations
worldwide were invaluable to the team. Just
remember his sucessfull activity as
VU3RYO in New Delhi in April this year.

At 0400z S9DX was on the band again. Rolf
was one assiduous operator in the night shift
crew. 160m and 80m were hard work
because of the strong tropical QRN - usually
around S9. In other words, callers with
signal strengths below S9 had little or no
chance to get through most of the time.
Only two nights were different; with much
less QRN, a good number of QSOs made
their way into our log. Rolf was always
busy long after midnight and Ulli did the
night shift until early in the morning to
make S9DX available during greyline
openings. Unfortunately there was not
enough space for a Beverage antenna to
improve low-band reception. This is also
because we had to keep the walkways free
of crossing cables or other obstacles which
might have created a potential risk to other
hotel guests and their children.

In the hotel resort we lived on the bright
side of life. This became clear to us when
we walked past the residents‟ housing area.
They live in simple wooden shelters without
electricity or water taps. The little church,
probably build by the Portuguese while São
Tomé was their colony, is the only concrete
building beyond the hotel resort. The hotel
operates a powerful generator for their own
power supply. During our stay electricity
was interupted only once and for a short
moment. But we may have been lucky: One
guest reported the generator had broken
down the week before and all guests had
been evacuated to a hotel on the main island
for the weekend while the generator was
replaced with a new one. In contrast to the
shelters, our hotel accomodation was
pleasant and clean. Also, there was air
conditioning available.

The holiday resort is a wonderful place to
relax and enjoy life. There is a big seawater
pool – the management claim it is the
largest in Africa – and invites guests for a
relaxing swim. There is life besides amateur
radio – even on a DXpedition!
A 10-minute walk was part of our daily
routine: Breakfast and dinner are served at
the north-east tip of the little island on a
wooden-canopied terrace with a marvellous
view over the sea and across to the main
island. Meals were provided as a buffet with
lots of local fish and fruit. The path leads
past warnings, „Beware of falling coconuts‟.
Although what can I do to „be wary‟?
Should I walk constantly looking up into the
tree tops? Obviously, getting hit by a
coconut could have serious consequences.
Many coconuts lay on the ground, but we
never actually watched or heard one falling.

In preparing the expedition Rolf and
Hartmut had contacted the teams of
VP8ORK and TJ9PF to coordinate our
preferred working frequencies. This kept
pile-ups apart from one another. It also
helped callers to find the expeditions on the
band when waiting for potential band
openings.

Klaus (DK1AX) is an enthusiastic CW
operator. But whoever sees and hears him
working SSB pile-ups realizes that he
13

The other „must see‟ excursion is the
socalled „blowing hole‟ on the opposite
coast of the island. The „blowing hole‟ is a
hole in the volcanic rock linked with an
extended system of connected caves. When
the waves of the upcoming flood crash
against the shore, water vapour is blown up.

The west coast of Africa is an excellent
place for a DXpedition because of its
similar distance to Europe, North and South
America. When bands are equally open to
North America and Europe at the same time,
the pile-up actually becomes twice as strong
and demanding to handle. Our antennas on
the beach had an excellent free take-off for
North and South America, Europe and also
Asia. But the hill behind (south of the
antennas) meant a big obstacle for contacts
to Australia, New Zealand and Oceania.
Given the topography 64 VKs and 15 ZLs
was still a good result.

During our stay the temperature was in the
high 20° Cs most of the time. But there
were clouds at times and the sun did not
always shine. On two days there was sudden
rainfall. That did not last too long, but it was
heavy. After the rain, humidity increased
and there was fog and mist. This is typical
of the rainy season. One positive thing:
during the night after rainfall there is less
QRN.

I remember my shift on 40m CW on
Valentine's Day from 2200z with strong
signals, most S9+ from Europe and
Stateside. Stations were calling in a
spectrum of 10+ KHz. The pile-up was so
dense that it was really hard to pick up
individual calls, or sometimes even
meaningful fragments. The only way
forward was to sharply concentrate and
focus on one caller. I tried to return with full
callsigns whenever feasible. And I was glad
to even pull out a couple of JAs who were
calling below the loud majority of callers. A
demanding shift, but also an outstanding
experience.

A closer look at our antennas: The SteppIR
BigIR vertical and the 160m L-antenna
stood on the beach in the best place
available. Reports and feedback received
indicate that they worked as perfectly as you
would expect from a vertical with ground
water right below the surface. Behind them
was the 80m vertical. It was fixed to an 18m
Spiderbeam glass fibre mast as was the
160m L-antenna. Effective and easy to
build. To the 80m vertical we added a
radiator for 40m. This allowed us to work
on 40m while the SteppIR vertical was in
use on other bands.

The island of Rolas provides two touristic
highlights.
One is the landmark marking the crossing of
the Equator with the Prime Meridian. It is
within walking distance uphill from the
hotel compound. The tiles on the ground
around the column illustrate the continents,
the Equator and the Prime Meridian.
However, Hartmut's GARMIN desecrates
the landmark: although the Equator in fact
runs across the island of Rolas, the Prime
Meridian intersects somewhere in the open
Atlantic. Anyway, we were pretty close to
the virtual „centre‟ of the world – and its
landmark on shore. It feels great to put one
of your feet in the northern and the other in
the southern hemisphere.

More flexibility was gained by triple-leg
antennas for 17m and 30m and a vertical
dipole for 10m. These antennas were
particularly useful during the weekend of
the WPX RTTY contest when one antenna
was reserved for RTTY and thus
unavailable for the WARC bands. Siggi and
Hartmut contributed strongly to the over
9,000 RTTY QSOs (2,000+ during the
WPX) of S9DX. This offered a fair chance
for everybody to work S9DX on RTTY.
Ulli's versatile coverage of all modes and
bands contributed to our desire to offer
chances for contacts in as many band slots
as possible. With the slightly increasing
solar flux we checked for band openings on
14

On the 17th of February the boat brought us
back to the main island. On our way back
we visited VOA - Voice of America - in the
outskirts of São Tomé. At the request of
Harmut, the management had invited us for
a visit. São Tomé is the home of their relay
station for Africa. What we call coax cable
in amateur radio at VOA is a tube as thick
as a sewage pipe – a different league of
dimension! Finally Hartmut had arranged
for a guided tour that took us to a cacao
plantation. Cacao is yellow – as a fruit! It
was the first time I had tasted a piece of
fresh cacao fruit. We learned how much
effort and time it takes to produce the sweet
chocolate from it that we know and enjoy.
93 % of São Tomé's export is cacao.

the higher bands and tried to work Asian
callers. We thank the audience in Europe
and also America for their patience while
we listened for JA and others whose band
openings were short. Regrettably it only
takes one impatient loud caller to destroy a
QSO or to lengthen it to the detriment of
everybody waiting.
We appreciate the big and favourable
feedback from radio amateurs all over the
world via the guest book on our website at
http://s9dx.hkmann.de. There were far more
than 5,000 entries on the cluster. It was part
of our daily routine to read and consider
your comments and your feedback on our
website. In our team meetings we discussed
suggestions received, our experiences and
strategy. But there was no Internet access in
the shack. Operaters could not react to
online requests for instant band changes.
The reach of the hotel's WLAN network
was limited to the reception and foyer about
300m away from the shack. The foyer at the
reception had soon become a popular
meeting point. Particularly Ulli could be
seen there frequently when he uploaded the
log to www.clublog.org. This procedure
sometimes took an hour or even longer due
to the very slow Internet access.
Regrettably, Club Log does not allow
differential uploads limited to new QSOs
since the last upload, but rather requires the
log to always be uploaded completely.
Sometimes, in particular at the weekend,
Internet access was disturbed and remained
temporarily unavailable. It is for that reason
that some of our daily uploads were
delayed.

Overall 66,697 contacts were completed
within the 13 days of operation. That is
more than twice the number we had set as
our goal before the expedition. Between the
first and the very last QSO the average rate
was 3.7 QSOs/minute. This includes
streches of slow operation like on the low
bands at night or temporary interruptions
during antenna work, team meetings or for
other reasons. The average number of QSOs
per day was around 5,500. It dropped
slightly during the RTTY contest on the
weekend of 12th/13th February.
The top 10 DXCCs worked by S9DX reflect
the excellent take-off to America and
Europe.
DXCC
W
DL
I
UA
JA
SP
EA
UR
F
RoW

Everybody on the team enjoyed the
DXpedition very much. In the first place
because of the positive atmosphere and
friendship
between
all
participants.
Essential to the success of the DXpedition
are, of course, the contacts you made with
us and we would like to thank all callers for
their patience and cooperation. Thanks to all
of you who made our DXpedition a success
and we apologise to those who did not make
it into the log.

15

QSOs
16,254
8,258
4,963
3,209
2,998
2,778
2,613
2,579
2,405
11,607

With more than 9,000 RTTY QSOs – they
amount to 14 % of all QSOs (CW: 55 %,
SSB: 31 %) – S9 should have made room
for another country to move up into the TOP
100 most wanted DXCCs on RTTY!

particularly grateful the Chiltern DX Club
(CDXC) for its donation towards the costs
of the expedition.
Band
6m
10m
12m
15m
17m
20m
30m
40m
80m
160m

The number of QSOs on 20m was only
slightly ahead of other bands because we
tried to focus on the high or the low bands
whenever they were open. Our efforts on
10m and 12m were supported by a slightly
increasing flux towards the end of our stay.
In total, almost 10 % of all QSOs were
made on these two bands. There were no
workable openings on 6m and the QSOs on
this band were limited to few contacts with
the Canary Islands. 160m was difficult
because of the usually strong QRN and the
lack of Beverage antennas. In view of these
circumstances 763 QSOs, all on CW, was a
reasonable figure.

QSOs
4
1,280
4,776
12,509
12,042
15,090
8,227
7,731
4,280
763

We printed two versions of our QSL card.
There are many hams who worked us on
more band slots than can be printed on one
card. They receive two cards with different
photos. Our QSL manager is Heiko
(DL1RTL), also the QSL manager for
VK9XX,
VK9XW
and
HSØZII.

We were overwhelmed by the positive
feedback received on our website and in
comments on the DX cluster. We are

_____________________________________________________________________
New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

Call

Name

Location

3D2MP

Mike Prakash

Suva

DF1AL
DG1CMZ
DK1II

Jürgen Weidemann
Michael Zürch
Franz Nieberding

Berlin
Jena
Lingen

EA4EQD

Xavier Martinez

Majadahonda

G3XLG
G4DBX
G4GMW

Ray Spreadbury
Leslie Stubbs
Martyn Weaver

Norwich
Crewe
Alveston

GD3UMW

Alex Gartshore

Crosby

M1AQV

Tyron Larkman

Rickmansworth

MIØKPA

Stephen Frazer

Armagh
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Operating CW from the remote island of St Helena: ZD7XF
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF

Arriving in St Helena

Yes, I admit it. Most DX trips so far have
been of the „fly-in, fly-out‟ type. But that‟s
just not possible on the remote island of St
Helena (ZD7) – there‟s no airport. There are
only two ways to get to ZD7, and both
involve a sea voyage and the RMS St
Helena. It‟s either a two-day sail south from
Ascension (ZD8) or a five-day sea voyage
up from Cape Town (ZS1).

After five days of sailing on the RMS St
Helena without seeing any land and or
indeed any other ships at sea, we arrived off
St Helena. The transfer ashore is made in a
small tender. There is no harbour jetty in St
Helena. Arriving passengers have to make a
hop and a skip across onto the sea wall
directly from the small boat which is
bobbing up and down in the Atlantic swell.
Several Saints (as the residents of St Helena
are called) are carefully positioned to try to
prevent arriving passengers from falling into
the sea!

My first dreams of operating from St Helena
were many years ago while watching the
(previous) RMS St Helena as it sailed down
the Bristol Channel on the start of its long
voyage from Cardiff to Ascension, St
Helena and on to Cape Town.

Once ashore we were met by Bruce,
ZD7VC, and his wife Germaine, who
helped us get the radio equipment up to the
hill-top bungalow which was going to be
ZD7XF‟s QTH for the next nine days.
Bruce had also kindly arranged for the
ZD7XF licence.

The RMS St Helena is the last vestige of the
old Union Castle mail ships which used to
steam regularly between the UK and South
Africa.
As ever, the CDXC membership is a rich
source of practical help for planning DXpeditions. Martin, G3ZAY (ZD7AY); Glyn,
GWØANA (ZD7K with the Barry Radio
Club); Andy, G3AB (ZD7VJ) and Stewart,
GM4AFF, all provided useful information
on their respective trips to St Helena.

As ever there is great excitement at arriving
at a new location and the Stepp-IR vertical
antenna was hastily assembled and a few
radials were strewn on the ground. The first
CW pile-ups were started within a couple of
hours of our arrival in St Helena.

Currently there are about five active
operators on St Helena. Bruce ZD7VC, one
of the most active, was really helpful in
suggesting a QTH, and in making local
arrangements prior to our arrival.

St Helena is rare on CW. Gilbert, ZD7BG,
is the only resident Saint operator
occasionally on CW. As with any DXpedition the operating pattern soon gels into
a daily routine.

Over the years a useful calculation (when
planning radio trips) has been the ratio
between the number of nights QRV on the
air and the overall trip length. For the
ZD7XF St Helena operation with just nine
nights QRV on the air for 23 nights‟ trip
away, the „QRV ratio‟ (39%) was going to
be one of the lowest ever.

Although no specific frequencies had been
pre-announced, wherever possible operating
was on frequencies ending in a 3, be it
3.503, 7.003, 7.023, 10.123 etc. That way it
makes it easier for the pile-up to find you as
you change band.
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Club Log and LoTW

breakfast there was a break during which
the logs were uploaded from the Internet
café. The MUF would then continue to
climb, allowing nice openings successively
on 17m, 15m and 12m. An eye was kept on
both the QSO totals as well as the
continental mix on each band.

Distances on St Helena are short, and the
roads are steep. As there was no Internet in
the shack, early each morning the three-mile
downhill drive was made to the Internet café
in Jamestown, the capital, from where the
previous day‟s ZD7XF log could be uploaded to both Club Log and to LoTW.

As Japan is further away from St Helena
than either Europe or the USA, an active
preference (ie „JA only‟) was given to JAs
whenever conditions allowed. However, the
openings to JA were relatively short, and for
most of the time there was no problem at all
in asking EU to stand by while a good
number of JAs were worked.

Uploading the log to both Club Log and
LoTW is helpful to everyone. Firstly the
DXer can be sure that his QSO in the DX
station‟s log, and the DX station has fewer
(time-wasting) duplicates calling. The
speedy uploading of the log to LoTW log is
the final courtesy of a DXpedition QSO
during a DXpedition - followed, of course,
by the option of a real QSL card after the
DXpedition.

For the first few days of operating the
Stepp-IR vertical covering 40m to 10m was
used to good effect. Additional radials were
added as time went on. However, a separate
mast had also been brought for an 80m
dipole and this was installed after a few
days. Despite being relatively low off the
ground the 80m dipole worked well,
because it was perched high on the side of a
steep hill. Despite being mid-summer, a
good number of UK and European stations
were worked on 80m.

Michael/G7VJR‟s Club Log provides many
features and functions of great benefit to the
world of DXing and DXpeditioning. There
is a discernible „Club Log effect‟ in DXpedition pile-ups, particularly where care is
taken by the DXpedition to up-oad the logs
to Club Log regularly during the operation.
Meeting the ZD7 locals

12,000 CW QSOs in the log
During the short visit we were able to meet
most of the currently active ZD7s, including
Bruce, ZD7VC; Gilbert, ZD7BG (the only
resident on CW); Daniel, ZD7DL, and
Peter, ZD7FT. We did not meet John,
ZD7JC, or indeed Barrie, ZD7MY.
However, it was Barrie‟s excellent
bungalow QTH at 1,200ft asl with an
excellent view to the north that we were
renting. Barrie, ZD7MY, is currently living
in the UK and plans to return to St Helena in
a few years once his children‟s schooling is
complete.

As with all DXpeditions, no sooner than
they are fully underway, than it‟s time to
think about packing up. The RMS St Helena
was due to sail on Friday, 1 July. Bruce,
ZD7VC, had arranged to drop by at 8am on
the Friday morning to take all our stuff
down to the ship. For the last evening of
operation there was only the Stepp-IR
vertical, as the 80m dipole had already been
taken down. The operation continued all
through the final evening and a nice round
„target QSO total‟ of 12,000 (net) was
looming on the Win-Test logging screen.

Following the MUF up and down
The 12,000 CW QSO total was finally
achieved at around 1am on the day of
departure. The alarm clock was duly set for
6am, but I was already wide awake by 5.30
am, getting on with dismantling and packing

The operating pattern was similar on most
days, generally following the MUF up and
down. 40m would be open just before dawn,
followed soon by 30m and then 20m. After
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Long sea voyage back

up the station. By the time the station was
packed it was already getting light outside,
and work could start on dismantling and
packing the antenna.

The weather on the voyage back to Cape
Town was not as good as on the outward
journey. The sea was much rougher. On the
return voyage the direction of travel was
against both the prevailing currents and the
trade winds. The first two days of the return
voyage were spent almost continuously in a
doze following the long hours of CW pileup operation as ZD7XF. However, by the
time that I had caught up on my sleep I had
also recovered my sea legs. The RMS St
Helena finally arrived back into Cape Town
one day later than scheduled due to the
heavy seas en route.

Packing up
A technique that I have found useful over
the years is to prepare a really detailed
„packing list‟ for each suitcase or ski bag.
On the way out this helps to ensure that you
don‟t leave anything important behind, but
equally importantly it makes packing up at
the end of a DXpedition (which is often
done in a hurry) much easier too!
Bruce, ZD7VC, duly arrived at 8am and we
drove down to the harbour in convoy. Once
the luggage had been handed into the
shipping office at the harbour, there was
time for one last visit to the Internet café
from where the final day‟s log could be uploaded.

Goodbye to St Helena
Operating on a CW DXpedition from St
Helena had been a long-held dream. The
remoteness of St Helena makes it a difficult
place to access. Fortunately, St Helena has
more to offer the visiting tourist than just a
rare callsign. My XYL, Anneliese, enjoyed
some of the best-ever hill walking during
our stay on the island. There‟s whale
watching from the cliff tops and, of course,
there‟s Emperor Napoleon‟s last residence.

No problem with Club Log. The last QSOs
just whizzed through the Internet, but
unfortunately the ARRL‟s LoTW server
was down and ZD7XF‟s QSOs for the last
day would have to wait until we got back to
Cape Town before being uploaded to
LoTW.

The „Saints‟ are all most welcoming and
polite. They speak English with a quaint,
slightly oldie-worldy accent. With no airport
(or even any mobile phone service), the
remote British colonial island of St Helena
in the South Atlantic is certainly one of the
most interesting destinations in the Englishspeaking world for an adventure tourist, as
well as for a CW DXpeditioner!

After our goodbyes were said, we joined the
bus that took us the hundred yards or so
along the sea wall, from where we
clambered down into the small vessel that
would take us back out to the RMS St
Helena anchored off-shore

ZD7XF QSO Summary Table

Band :
CW QSOs :

80m 40m 30m 20m 17m 15m 12m 10m Total
379 1,187 1,766 1,168 1,730 2,003 2,002 1,765 12,000

19

VK9HR – Lord Howe Island
John Chalkiarakis, VK3YP

Planning by the Hellenic Amateur Radio
Association of Australia for the DXpedition
to Lord Howe Island (OC-004) between
July 23rd and August 2nd 2011 began in
February 2011. The VK9HR (Hellenic
Radio) callsign was issued on April 6th
2011 by the Australian Communications
and Media Authority (ACMA).

up all the antennas from 160m to 6m located
at two separate sites. By the evening we
had everything set up and everyone was
very tired, but we finally had all the six HF
stations operational.
Our many antennas:

Team Leader Tommy Horozakis, VK2IR
(HARAOA President), and Co-Leader John
Chalkiarakis,
VK3YP
(HARAOA
Treasurer), began the long process of
organising all the equipment, antennas and
logistics. The aim was to put together an
international team including VKs and thus
we were delighted to have David, EB7DX,
as the QSL manager and webmaster for
VK9HR. David was most recently the QSL
Manager for the very successful 4A4A
Revillagigedo Archipelago DXpedition in
March 2011.
All the equipment was shipped from
Australia to Lord Howe Island using both
sea freight (boat) for the antennas etc. and
air freight for the HF radios and amplifiers
in the week prior to the start of the
DXpedition.



160m Inverted L using a Spiderbeam
18m fibreglass mast and a 200
metre- long RX Beverage



80m 1/4 wave vertical and also a ½wave dipole



40m – 2-element Moxon Beam and
also a ¼-wave vertical



30m – SteppIr BigIR Vertical
(additionally covered 80m – 6m)



20m – 3-element Yagi



17m – 2-element Moxon



15m – 3-element Yagi



12m - 2-element Moxon



10m – 3-element Yagi



6m – 3-element Yagi

All the antennas performed very well with
the 160m vertical (located close to the
water) performing exceptionally well with
strong signals into NA, JA and VK.

The entire VK9HR team comprising of
Tommy, VK2IR; John, VK3YP; Peter,
VK2NN; Bruce, VK2KLM; Raffy, VK2RF;
Ed, G8GLM; Don, N4HH; Les, W2LK;
Saul, K2XA, and Alex, OZ7AM, all met at
Sydney Airport for the flight to Lord Howe
Island on the morning of Saturday, July
23rd 2011.

For the first few days the band conditions
were not the best with the SFI around the
80s, but slowly the SFI started to climb to
over 100 and the bands became alive with
massive openings on 20m, 17m, 15m and
even 12m. We also had an opening on 10m
and a couple of contacts on 6m.

The team arrived safely at Lord Howe
Island late afternoon and we began the task
of setting up the stations. We managed to
get the SteppIr BigIR vertical installed that
afternoon before dark so we could begin
making contacts. Early next morning and
the remainder of Sunday were spent setting

Our six HF radios comprising of 3 x
Kenwood TS-590S, 2 x Yaesu FT-857 and
an Icom IC-7000 where all connected via
CAT and digital interfaces (built-in USB on
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the TS-590S) to N1MM for logging and
also DM-780 for RTTY. We used three
SPE Amplifiers comprising of 2 x SPE-1KFA and 1 x SPE-2K-FA and also 3 x RMITALY HLA-300V amplifiers. The
Kenwood TS-590S radios performed
exceptionally well with our CW operator
Alex, OZ7AM, commenting that he had
previously used an Elecraft K3 on CW and
he could not pick any difference in
performance on CW between the K3 and the
TS-590S. Our SPE amplifiers were also a
stand-out in performance – all running
nearly 24 hours a day and not missing a
beat.

(including many personal contributors) who
assisted in offsetting some of these costs.
Corporate Sponsor list: RF Solutions, SPE,
SteppIr, Kenwood, Spiderbeam, The Pest
Control Company, Ham Radio Outlet,
ATRC, Begali, Island Connection and
Tower Tees.
DX Foundation Sponsor list: Nippon DX,
Danish DX Group, EUDXF, German DX
Foundation, SEDXC, HVCDX, Chiltern DX
Club (CDXC), MDXC, Clipperton DX
Club and the Swiss DX Foundation.
Great planning, great operators and a lot of
hard work prior to and during the
DXpedition and many operating hours by
the team realised some 17,000 contacts
during a sevenday operating period. A
special thanks to our CW operators of Alex,
OZ7AM; Don, N4HH; Les, W2LK, and
Saul, K2XA. All QSLing for this expedition
is via EB7DX.

In the pile-ups the North American and JA
discipline was excellent. The European
discipline was mostly very good, as is often
heard with DXpedition stations; there was
minimal jamming activity.The RSGB IOTA
contest was also entered over the weekend
of July 30-31 using the callsign VK9IR,
thus allowing our other stations to continue
operating as VK9HR on the other bands.
Almost 2,000 contacts and 12,153 contest
points were realised for the IOTA contest.

To all the VK9HR team and most
importantly our corporate and DX
foundation sponsors we thank you. Stay
tuned for another HARAOA DXpedition in
2012.

The cost for this DX-pedition was over
$25,000. Many thanks go to the sponsors

CDXC DX Cluster
CDXC offers a members-only DX cluster which, by default, only shares your DX spots
with other CDXC members. This is designed to eliminate the downsides of spotting DX,
while still assisting other CDXC members. The day-to-day running of the CDXC
members' cluster is now being handled by Gavin, GMØGAV. Michael, G7VJR, will
continue to keep the service running and offer Gavin any help or support with the system,
while Gavin will look after members' requests for logins and passwords.
There is more information on the CDXC homepage in the Members' Pages area, which
can be accessed after logging in to the web site. The web address is:
www.cdxc.org.uk/cluster. Quite a few CDXC members have enquired about a cluster
manual or walk-through guide. There is a manual for the DXSpider software online, but a
condensed version would be of interest. If there are any DX Cluster experts reading who
would like to write a short summary of how to use the cluster and the CDXC cluster,
perhaps they could contact either Michael or Gavin?
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Skye EU-008 and MSØRSD, June 2011
Simon Billingham, MØVKY

The plan

Equipment and modes

It all started by a chance comment in
November 2009 by Graham, 2EØVPT, at
the local club about operating from an
island and having a week‟s radio. My ears
pricked up straight away and wanted to hear
more. Then Brian, GØJKY, and Drew,
G7DMO, were soon listening and very keen
to operate from a UK IOTA group, but
where? We soon drew up a short list of
islands to operate from and seeing as none
of us had done anything like this before
Skye seemed to be a good one seeing as you
can drive all the way.

Straight away SSB and PSK were at the top
of the pile, myself and Brian being 99%
SSB and Graham being 100% PSK.
PSK: Graham bringing his own set-up from
home including PC, FT-897, power supplies
and all interfacing cables, with the PC
running Logger32.
SSB: my own equipment, FT-1000MP,
Acom 1000, all cables needed to interface to
the PC. Drew supplied a laptop to use as
main SSB log as mine gives of an S9+ of
noise from the power supply.

The island had been picked and now it was
just the accommodation. It‟s very difficult
selecting somewhere when you can‟t see it
and have to rely on Google Earth for terrain
layouts, hills and so on.

Brian provided a back-up FT-1000MP and
also an Icom 275H for 2m SSB for Tuesday
night in the UKAC contest. Drew brought
an FT-897 as back-up.

We narrowed it down to three possibles and
eventually found Park Cottage - with a
small hill of a few metres to the west of the
house, but the rest with a sloping field all
the way down to a salt water loch. Take-off
to the N through to SW was good and with a
very good price for the accommodation.

All coax was supplied by ourselves with
Brian and Drew donating RG213 and RG58
to the collection. I decided to take my
Ameritron remote coax switch so we didn‟t
have to run all the lengths of coax back to
the shack and it was just a central point in
the field instead.

We approached the owners of the cottage to
provisionally book and tell them about an
outline of our plans for the week. A reply
came back saying that as long as we didn‟t
break anything or use any of the fences we
could put up pretty much what we wanted.

What bands and antennas?
I prefer to use resonant antennas for obvious
reasons. Straight away 20/15/10 and 40m
were the bands, with me having a 3element beam for 20/15/10 and a 40m
quarter-wave vertical with 120 10-metre
radials. We then decided to put 12 and 17m
on the list as I had quarter-wave verticles for
these bands. We decided to go with 80m
metres in the shape of a half-wave dipole
supported underneath the beam on the mas.
We never gave 6m a thought, but more on
that later.

A bonus was that the electricity was
included in the price (sometimes it‟s not),
but we left £5 each behind to cover any
extra costs. The accommodation was
booked and the owners briefed on what was
going on, so time to think about the bands,
equipment and so on.

22

The first problem we had while putting up
the antennas was that we had five antennas,
but, only four ports on the remote switch.
We resolved that by using a manual switch
into the remote switch.

We also had some good runs on 17, 15 and
10m, but these were a bit more sporadic as
propagation wasn‟t really on our side.
A big disappointment was that NA was very
poor at our location as we had found from
Google Earth, but this gave us the
opportunity to get some sleep in the dark
hours.

Drew was the rigging engineer. At a group
meeting down at the farm (my shack) we
built a 25ft 2-inch mast with four-way
guying at three points and in A gin pole
arrangement. This was all home brew, with
the various bits supplied by Graham and
Drew.

We worked throughout the night on the
Thursday and had a great time working
plenty of SA and Caribbean and even
managed some NA.

We built the masts, guys and gin pole
beforehand to cut down on the rigging time
on Skye. Drew went home and prepared all
the ropes and colour-coded them so we
knew which rope was for which guy point.
Graham brought his own antenna in the
form of a multiband vertical for PSK if we
were running SSB as well.

2m was non-existent, with nothing at all not even in the UKAC. 6m opened, but we
had no antenna, so a quick half-wave dipole
on a 20ft mast was soon assembled, and this
worked a treat. Drew, who operated the 6m
station, worked 13 DXCCs on the Friday
morning with an 897.
We still generated plenty of interest as the
week went on and we had many callers to
keep us occupied at the microphone or on
the keyboard Many thanks to those who
called.

Operating
The first QSO in the log was with
PAØWCH 4 June 2011 at 2149z on PSK.
Graham made a few QSOs on PSK on the
first night, but we still had work to do on the
antennas and decided to leave it till the
Sunday morning.

All in all a great time and experience was
had and the IOTA DXpedition bug has been
laid. I know its not a BS7 or a VKØ, but
you can have fun and have good pile-ups
from our own country.

We just managed to get set up and tested
and ready to go at 1200z on the Sunday and Brian kicked of on 40m. After a steady
start the calls started to come thick and fast,
one after the other, and things got really
intense with so many callers. Likewise on
20m after about five minutes the callers
were coming thick and fast again and for
about two hours non-stop. I wish I could
have used N1MM as this would have given
an hourly total, but it was well over 100+ an
hour.

Oh yes, and the next trip is in the planning
stages.
Total number of QSOs: 2709
DXCC
6m
10m
12m
15m
20m
40m

We kept an eye on the cluster for any band
openings and checked the bands regularly
throughout our time on Skye.

13
19
3
17
68
51

73 de MSØRSD
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Some Observations on Incoming QSLs
Bob Barden, MDØCCE

From time to time a number of posts appear
on the CDXC Reflector regarding the time it
takes to receive QSLs - through the bureau
as well as direct. Many of these are
anecdotal or snapshot in nature, and it
seemed that with a reasonable number of
QSLs being received here that it would be
interesting to do an informal statistical
analysis of numbers received and bureau
processing times for different DXCCs.

other station (waiting to batch cards, doing
bureau cards once a year, doing „catch-ups‟
a year later, etc.). The bureau processing
time includes processing time at the sending
bureau end, surface post transit time,
followed by processing time at the RSGB
bureau end – and these times are lumped
together here as they are not separately
identifiable to the end user.
And last, there will be no seriously old cards
in the data, as I have been QRV from G/GD
for only seven years; however, the number
of cards with QSOs more than four years
old in this sample was less than 0.1% of the
sample and it is reasonable to ignore them.

The first part of the analysis was to look at
the QSLing rates for unsolicited QSLs from
different countries – ie QSLs that arrived
either via the bureau or direct that I had not
actively chased. The second part of the
analysis (and one that is ongoing) was to
look at the QSO ages for QSLs received via
the RSGB bureau.

Part 1 - Who QSLs Most/Least?
To find out who were sending QSLs, I used
a cut-off date of 20 January 2011, and
mined the statistics in my log. MDØCCE
has been active only since November 2006,
but MØCCE has been receiving QSLs from
the bureau since 1994, so I combined the
two. The log used does not contain the
contest callsigns MDØC or MD2C, nor does
it contain QSOs from expeditions
9M6/N2BB nor YS1G, so it may be
representative of a G station (admittedly
with a semi-rare prefix) with inbound QSLs.
With more than 100,000 QSOs in the log,
fairly evenly spread at 20-25,000 QSOs per
year, the sample seems large enough to have
representative data.

The Disclaimers!
First, let me say that I receive excellent
service from the RSGB bureau, and from
my Sub-Manager Martyn, GD3YUM.
Martyn, thank you! About four times a year,
1,000-2,000 cards arrive in a bag or box,
often delivered to my door by Martyn, who
blasts over the mountain on his motorcycle
to deliver them in exchange for a cup of tea
– what service! I don't see what happens at
the bureau itself, but from a typical batch of
cards, fewer than 10 will be for someone
else – less than 1% error rate!
Second, my QSL policy is to respond to all
QSLs sent to me (other than those that are
new countries or new IOTAs, which go
direct), so all the cards analysed here were
sent to me by the other station unsolicited,
and not in response to my card, so the QSO
ages are for a one-way trip, inbound.

The 100,000 QSOs were separated into
DXCC entities, with „small samples‟ being
discarded; the remaining QSOs for analysis
represented about 90% of the total. Just for
fun, I kept all the GB callsigns in the
analysis, even though some of them were
represented by a small number of QSOs.

Third, QSO ages are usually older or longer
than bureau processing times. The QSO age
includes all delays before sending from the

For each DXCC entity the number of QSOs
that had been confirmed by paper QSLs, the
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S9DX, February 2011 (Page 11)

Operating CW"from St Helena: ZD7XF (Page 17)

Operator Nigel G3TXF in ZD7

Nigel G3TXF on board RMS St Helena

RMS St Helena arriving at Jamestown St Helena, & offshore ZD7

View towards North and Jamestown in
valley below from ZD7XF QTH
at 1200ft ASL

Tender takes passengers ashore
at St Helena
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VK9HR - Lord Howe Island (Page 20)

L-R, John VK3YP, Peter VK2NN, ED VK2ARE, Les W2LK, Raffy VK2RF,
Tommy VK2IR, Bruce VK2KLM, Saul K2XA, Don N4HH, Alex OZ7AM

View of Lord Howe Island
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CDXC Summer Social 2011
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Photos by Hilary G4JKS
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VK9HR - Lord Howe Island cont. (Page 20)

Tommy VK21R (VK9HR Team Leader) Operating 10m

The "Island Trader" makes a round trip to Lord Howe Island from the mainland
every two weeks. It's a flat bottom boat in order to traverse the coral reef
approaching Lord Howe Island.
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Henry Lewis, G3GIQ SK (Page 35)

Henry Lewis, G3GIQ 18 Oct 1929 - 7 July 2011. Photo G4S0F
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number that had been confirmed by LOTW,
the number that had been been confirmed by
both paper and LoTW, and the number that
had been confirmed by either paper OR
LoTW were all recorded.

confirmation rates were YU (7%), OM
(15%), LZ (18%) and 9A (20%). The
average LoTW confirmation rate for all
DXCCs was 38%.
For DXCC purposes, of course, it doesn't
matter whether you have a paper QSL or an
LoTW confirmation, so the “Either” rates
were calculated. Of the large sample groups,
JA (58%), PA and LA (54%), DL (53%)
and the US (51%) were the most likely to
confirm QSOs, while in the small sample
groups GJ (69%), GI (62%) and GU (50%)
lead the way. The entities least likely to
send a confirmation of either type were YU
(15%), OM (15%), LZ (21%) and HA
(25%). The average confirmation rate for all
DXCCs, either paper or LoTW was 44%.

For paper QSLs only JA had the highest rate
of QSLing, at 42%, with DL close behind at
38%. GU, with only 68 QSOs recorded, had
a very high rate of QSLing at 40%. At the
other end of the scale, LY had the lowest
rate of QSLing, with paper QSLs received
for 7% of QSOs, with the USA (8%) and
VE (9%) close behind! The average rate for
all DXCCs was 17%.
When looking at LoTW confirmations, the
US (the home of LoTW) had the highest
rate of confirmations at 50%, with PA, LA,
JA and VE all over 40%. With small
samples, GI and GJ were over 50% and GM
was over 40%. DXCC with low LoTW
DXCC
JA
LA
PA
DL
K, W
Average
LZ
OM
YU

The highest and lowest confirmation rates
are summarized in Table 1. The results for
GB QSOs are shown in Table 2.

% Paper % LOTW
42
44
24
46
27
48
38
39
8
50
17
38
11
18
14
15
10
7

% Both % Either
27
58
16
54
21
54
24
53
6
51
12
44
8
21
10
19
2
15

Table 1 – High and Low Confirmation Rates

DXCC
G
GD
GI
GJ
GM
GU
GW
Average

% Paper % LOTW
10
32
19
27
18
54
27
53
12
45
40
34
11
29
17
38

% Both % Either
7
36
11
35
9
62
11
69
8
49
24
50
9
31
12
44

Table 2 – Confirmation Rates for GB QSOs
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Part 2 - How Long Do QSLs Take via
the Bureau?

the first place, and some ops send via their
own bureau while others send directly to the
RSGB bureau. However, over a large
number of cards, QSO ages when the cards
are received are at least an indication of
what can be expected from different DXCC
sources via the bureau.

In a recent batch of QSLs from the RSGB
bureau I noticed that an unexpectedly high
number of JA cards (10%) were duplicating
cards previously received directly. One
possible explanation is that after sending
their first card via the bureau, and not
having received an answer, they gave up
and sent a direct QSL with an SASE for
return. If this was the case, it was clear that
bureau delivery times were not meeting
their expectations (realistic or not), and
statistical information might help provide a
basis for deciding earlier to accept the
bureau delay or send a direct card.

One thing that became quite apparent was
that the distribution of QSO ages was not
usually a perfect bell-shaped („normal‟)
curve, but was different from one source to
another. It was quite common to see
multiple peaks of cards with similar ages,
suggesting that they were from different
batches of cards delivered to the RSGB
bureau at different times.

For the next two batches of cards received
from the bureau, the QSO dates were
recorded (the most recent QSO in the case
of multiple QSOs on one card) and the QSO
ages calculated for more than 2,200 cards
received. This is NOT necessarily the total
bureau system delivery time, as cards may
have been batched by the sending stations,
ops may have been late in sending a card in

The overall average of QSO ages received
in two batches (October 2010 and February
2011) was 24 months = 2 yrs, but the most
likely QSO age was 30 months = 2.5 yrs.
There were three QSOs only 4 months old,
while the oldest QSO was 7 years old, going
right back to my earliest operation from
MØCCE. The distribution of the entire two
batches is shown in Figure 1.

18%
16%
14%
12%
10%
Per Cent

8%
6%
4%
2%
0%
3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 39 42 45 48 51 54 57 60 63 66 69

QSO Age, Months
Figure 1
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From the distribution above, it can be seen
that only 3% of the cards were for QSOs
aged 42 months or more, and that 10% of

the cards had an age of 3 years or more. In
quick summary:

Per cent of cards... had a QSO age of ?? months or more
3%
42 months
10%
36 months
34%
30 months
62%
24 months
The average QSO ages from a representative group of DXCC entities are shown in
Table 3. With the smaller sample sizes from

DXCC
I
OK
DL
All UAs
UR
SP
JA
EA
HA

individual
DXCCs,
the
individual
distributions are less well-behaved than the
one above!

Av QSO Age, Mos
20
20
21
23
26
26
27
27
32
Table 3

Most Likely Age
15
15
9
24
21
33
28
27
20

It may not be intuitive that DL cards, for example, have an average QSO age of 21 months, but
that the most likely (most frequent) age for a QSO was 9 months. A look at the DL distribution
shows the reason – a large number of cards with 9 month-old QSOs, but also a second grouping
of QSO ages at 27-30 months.

20%
18%
16%
14%
12%
10%

Per Cent

8%
6%
4%
2%
0%
3

6

9

12

15

18

21

24

27

The most likely reason for this is in the
„sampling‟ nature of the bureau process...

30

33

36

39

42

receiving large packages from other bureaus
that are then attacked and sorted by the staff
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over a period of time, during which cards
are distributed to sub-managers in a separate
processing cycle as the „Out Trays‟ are
filled.

bureau and via direct.
4. With round-trip processing times of
this magnitude, it is not surprising to
receive back QSLs stamped „Silent
Key‟ - in the two batches analysed
there were more than a dozen such
returns. I find this a deeply
depressing reminder of my own
advancing age! So if I find out that
the op on the other end is of an
advanced age (sometimes in a QSO
or handwritten on a card), I now
send the card direct to his QRZ.com
address.

So What Does it All Mean?
Well, the numbers are all interesting, but
what do they really mean and what, if any,
action should be taken?
1. It's useful to know what the current
QSO ages are on incoming cards, if
just to set reasonable expectations.
For example, it's interesting to know
that, based on this sample, more than
one third of all cards will have a
QSO that is 2.5 years old or older.

Tips for Sending QSLs via the RSGB
Bureau

2. It should be remembered that these
are ONE-WAY processing times. It
is not unreasonable to assume that
outbound processing times will look
similar, so 2.5 years inbound implies
5 years round-trip. Because of this, I
send my answers to bureau cards
directly to the far-end IARU bureau,
DXCC by DXCC. It is marginally
more expensive than using the
RSGB outbound bureau, but they go
in small-ish bundles on a continuous
basis as I do the cards (Ann sorts
them when they come in so I can do
them country-by-country as I get the
free moments). Sending them
directly to the target bureau saves
time – I don't know how much, but I
do know that my QSLs have reached
some OK stations within 6 weeks of
having been sent – a statistical
anomaly, perhaps, but certainly
faster!

The RSGB QSL Bureau manager, Richard
Constantine/G3UGF, found the analysis
above
interesting and generally in
agreement with his own observations.
While all the comments above are for
INBOUND QSLs, Richard pointed out that
he sees many problems on a day-to-day
basis that slow down OUTBOUND QSLs,
all of which are easily addressed by
members sending their cards out via the
bureau. Some of the problems he noted
include:






3. DX stations that are using the bureau
system should be informed of these
results so that their expectations are
set with respect to receiving QSLs
back through the bureau system.
Such knowledge might reduce the
number of duplicate cards received
and processed, both through the
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Poor packaging – cards lost or
damaged in the post
Insufficient postage – the Bureau
does not pay „Postage Due‟ requests
No proof of membership – outbound
QSLs are only accepted from RSGB
members
Cards in Log Book or random order
– these take up to five times longer
to process!
Cards sent for countries with closed
or no bureaux – need to be checked
and
returned
(see
www.iaru.org/iaruqsl.html for a list
of IARU QSL bureaux)
Lack of information – no „via‟ calls
for rarer stations or special calls (a
huge problem)
UK calls not bundled separately are











not found until the foreign cards are
sorted
UK cards not split in any way, just
random order, must be split into 116
categories – any pre-sorting helps!
USA not bundled separately
Countries with more than one prefix
separated (eg F and TK-TO are all
France; SP, HF and 3X are all
Poland)
CEPT operation in the wrong sort
pile (eg, DL/G3UGF filed under DL
– should be in G)
Poor handwriting or very small print,
making the cards difficult to read,
leading to errors
Poor quality „homebrew‟ cards –
odd sizes, thin paper, sticky photo
paper etc. make the cards difficult to
handle



Over-sized cards – approximately
250,000
last
year
requiring
additional handling to avoid damage
Misuse of the bureau by special
interest groups or clubs – non-RSGB
members included

Closing Note
The more eyes that look at a set of data, the
more
observations,
questions
and
suggestions are raised. The data is available
to anyone with a real interest in probing
further.

Bob Barden, MDØCCE

QSL-TÜV

It might be of some interest that the QSL-TÜV has been awarded to two CDXC members
in 2011. The award is given since 2004 ever year by the readers of the CQ DL Magazine
for outstanding QSL service.
The 8th QSL-TÜV for 2011 has been given to:
1. GDXF-QSL-Service (DK8UH)
2. DL7AFS and G3TXF
3. MØURX and W3HNK
G3TXF is receiving the award for the 7th time and MØURX for the first time.
Ric, DL2VFR
[‘TÜV’ stands for ‘Technischer Überwachungsverein’ and is a very well-known abbreviation in
Germany. It can be roughly translated as ‘testing, inspection and certification organisation’.
As far as motor vehicles are concerned it’s the equivalent of our ‘MOT’. Here it might be
translated as ‘certificate of excellence’. G3RFX.]
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Online Logs
Roger Western, G3SXW

Modern technology has contributed hugely
to our DXing hobby in many ways. These
days it is quite normal for DXpeditions to
upload their logbook to the Internet as they
go, adding to the fun for DX chasers.

A common problem is intermittent Internet
connection. That‟s not surprising when
DXpeditions are frequently in remote
corners of the globe. Not everyone has a
reliable SatPhone.

Pros

Solutions?

Adds to excitement; allows fanatics to sleep
at night knowing that they are safely in the
log; points to the need to make a second
QSO if the first one didn‟t make it;
sometimes helps detect a Busted callsign.
When the upload is to Club Log then other
big advantages accrue, in particular the
marvellous
facility
to
analyse
times/bands/modes when the DXpedition
has worked your area.

Surely partial logs are more trouble than
they‟re worth! Everything is relative: if
uploads are 99% solid (complete, accurate,
right bands/modes, timely etc.), then
perhaps the problems that ensue when the
odd few contacts are missing or corrupted is
a price worth paying for the extra advantage
provided to those 99%. How long is a piece
of string? Everything is relative. If uploads
are too fraught with difficulty, then it may
have been unwise to attempt daily uploads
and/or it should be abandoned.

Cons
Causes unnecessary anxiety and timewasting when the log upload goes wrong;
might detract from the overriding
DXpedition priority of making QSOs.

Just because the DX world nowadays
expects uploads, surely DXpeditions should
assess the likelihood of success and embrace
this challenge only if it is likely to succeed.
Otherwise expectations are not met.

Whenever a log upload goes wrong the
CDXC Reflector buzzes with panic
messages, even when it is clear that there is
some error. Surely better to just cool it, wait
for the problem to be corrected. But for
some even a few hours of uncorrected log
seems to be unacceptable in this modern era
of instant gratification.

Another part of the solution is surely that
DX chasers should expect less and not start
hyper-ventilating when their QSO is
missing from the daily upload.
Of course, the next step will be for
DXpeditions to upload real-time. Then you
will be able to see your QSO added to the
log as it happens. Dread the thought – even
if the system does work well enough!

The problem might be that the DXpedition
does not have a dedicated person to upload
logs. Errors are made in merging logs,
copying files, then actually uploading: poor
guys are rushing around reinstalling
antennas which have fallen down and
maybe trying to grab a few hours sleep. The
ideal solution of having a large enough team
to permit a full-time IT man is rare.

Suggestion
DXpeditions should promise online logs
only if they can deliver efficiently with
adequate Internet connectivity and the
required manpower. Otherwise they should
wait till getting home to upload. And DX
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chasers should be more realistic in their
expectations.

On-site uploads then are required to both the
online log and to LoTW – double upload,
taking twice as long, with twice the
potential for problems. The team are
supposed to be making QSOs, improving
their signal with antenna work, staying safe
etc.

LoTW
Daily log uploads to LoTW are also a
growing trend these days. Again, an
excellent contribution to the hobby. But all
of the Pros and Cons mentioned above also
apply here.

Suggestion: upload just once, to a pilot
station, who then forwards logs to both the
online website and to LoTW.

_____________________________________________________________________

Tame those macros in the CW pile-ups, please!
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF

The figures speak for themselves. CW is
still the mainstay mode of operation on
many major DXpeditions. Just look at the
magnificent statistics for the recent STØR
South Sudan DXpedition: 46% of the
121,200 QSOs were on CW, with 39% on
SSB and 15% on RTTY. It‟s great to see
skilled CW operation continuing to hold its
own in the world of DXpeditions.

ridiculously high speeds, continuously and
without, it seems, ever listening. This is an
unfortunate misuse of a macro. By all means
use a macro for calling in CW pile-ups, but
send at a sensible speed, and listen carefully
between calls.
The second common use of a macro is for
the CW exchange with the DXpedition. It is
here we can find some of the most
outlandish and ill thought-out macro
messages. Most CW macro messages are
much too long (for use in a DX pile-up
environment) with, in particular, the
unnecessary repetition of both the DX
station‟s callsign and the caller‟s callsign.
Some CW QSO macros send both a full
„599‟ followed by an abbreviated „5NN‟.
This unnecessary repetition, combined with
the unnecessary repetition of callsigns, is a
complete waste of time in any DXpedition
pile-up. Please keep those macro „QSO‟
messages to an absolute minimum.

However, we cannot ignore some
fundamental changes taking place in CW
pile-up operating. Years ago every CW DX
operator was both „receiving‟ and „sending‟
his own CW. There may have been the
occasional simple device for sending the
callsign, but the DX operator would have
been reading the incoming CW in his head.
Today that is no longer the case. Many CW
DXers in pile-ups only press a macro button
to send their call.
That‟s fine. No problem with the use of prerecorded CW messages, provided that the
callsign is sent at the right speed and at the
right time in the pile-up. Macros are indeed
useful, but their speed and timing need to be
sensible. Some stations in today‟s CW pileups use macros to send their callsign at

It is not unknown, but is fortunately
relatively rare, for a standard full-QSO
macro (including name, QTH and multiple
„pse QSL‟ messages etc.) to be sent by some
hapless macro user during a heavy CW DX31

pedition pile-up. The pile-up and everyone
just waits until the macro has finished
disgorging its meaningless message.
Fortunately the „full QSO‟ macros are not
common in serious CW pile-ups, but they
do happen.

CW continues to thrive because new DXers
are becoming interested in CW as a means
of making worthwhile DX QSOs in pileups. These operators may never aspire to be
super-competent high-speed CW operators,
able chat away comfortably on the key at 30
wpm while at the same time reading a
newspaper. However, their active interest in
working DX on CW should be recognised,
applauded and appreciated. These „decoderand-macro dependent‟ CW operators
contribute more and more to CW DX pileups. So let‟s welcome them, but at the same
time politely suggest that they tidy up their
often untidy and time-wasting CW macro
messages!

Some CW DXers are unable to read reliably
even their own callsign, without the
assistance of a decoder of some sort. This is
not necessarily a bad thing for CW,
provided that the decoder user makes a real
effort to wean himself off his dependency
on the CW decoder over time.

_____________________________________________________________________

Workshop Tips and Techniques
6. Amplifiers
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

Most DXers at some time stage will have or
want an amplifier, the exceptions being the
dedicated QRPers. Before going about
getting an amplifier, there are a number of
factors to consider. Firstly, can you use one
without trouble? If you live on a housing
estate, have had EMC problems – security
lights coming on, noises in neighbours‟
stereos, TV sets being interfered with, then
an amplifier is only going to make things
worse, and the extra hassle may well not be
worth it. But assuming that you don‟t have
these problems, there are further questions.
Are you looking for a long-term device that
you‟ll still have in ten years, or do you
change equipment on a regular basis? Do
you want valve or solid state? And, for a
very few, do you want to build it?

power transistors come and go with
regularity, and some of the devices popular
in the 1980s are no longer available –
devices with the same number may well be,
but the performance is very different. On the
other hand, reliable valve manufacturers are
in short supply: Eimac no longer make glass
envelope valves, and the ceramic ones are
very expensive. Chinese 572Bs are of very
variable quality. Incidentally, for many of
the larger transmitting valves, of relatively
modern manufacture, long-term storage of
spares may be a waste unless you exchange
them every year or two: the „getters‟ (which
absorb gas when hot) rely on the anode
getting red hot to work, and if left too long
unused, the gas build-up leads to arcs before
the getter can work. Valves made in the
1960s often seem to be better in this respect.
The ceramic valves, however, use the heater
to activate the getter and running with the
heaters on for 24 hours can save some arcs

Both valve and solid state have their
individual problems, one of which is
continued supply of active devices. RF
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in valves that have been out of service for a
long time. Incidentally, it‟s worthwhile
measuring the heater voltage and making
sure it is within 5% of the rated voltage.

for continuous duty, and in practice, that
means something rated for 1 or even
1.5KW. However, running something like
3CX3000 that can give around 4KW (as one
UK DXer allegedly does) is a bit much:
besides the other problems, you start getting
to the stage of needing a 3-phase mains
supply. Even quite a modest amplifier can
give some mains supply problems when the
rest of the load in the shack is considered.
G3SJX once commented that a practical
power limit would be that the amplifier had
to be powered from one 13A plug, and there
is a lot to be said for that approach. Most
ring mains are 30A, and once the amplifier,
transceiver, desk light, computers, fan
heater etc. are on, the 10 or so amps left
may not be enough for the other household
users. Or even for the kettle for your cup of
tea!

If you are one of those who changes rigs
every few years (which keeps the dealers
happy!) then the longevity or otherwise of
the active devices isn‟t a worry. So then it‟s
valve or solid state? Generally speaking, the
valve amplifier is more tolerant of SWR:
solid state amplifiers are well protected so
they don‟t destroy themselves, but may need
more attention to antenna matching if the
power isn‟t going to wind back. Valve
amplifiers are also less likely to be damaged
by close lightning strikes, although that is
fairly uncommon in the UK.
Whichever is chosen, there are some points
of safety that need thinking about. Valve
amplifiers will have lots of volts, while solid
state will have lots of amps. Either can be
very bad news if it gets in the wrong places
– such as if you‟ve opened it up for
servicing. Then consider the rest of the
equipment. Antenna tuners and traps can
have problems (usually in a fairly
spectacular manner!) when power goes up,
and getting an amplifier may mean a new
tuner and even a new antenna. If you use
separate antennas for receiving on the LF
bands (where the amplifier is likely to be
most needed), you need to make sure that
the use of the amplifier doesn‟t put enough
power into the receiver to damage it. As an
example, I had a tuned loop on 160m that 80
ft away from the transmit antenna still got
80 volts across it at 400W on 160m.

Yet one more area of trouble that can come
with increased power is the lack of EMC
immunity of the circuit breakers in the
mains supplies. Many RCDs seem very
prone to tripping, especially if the various
loads on the mains have a number of mains
filters, which provide unbalanced loads, and
it may be worth getting the RCD (if fitted)
changed to 100mA unit. It is certainly the
case that where inverters are used to provide
variable speed three-phase drive for
machine, the DC injection used for braking
the motors will usually trip a 30mA RCD.
So let‟s suppose that the amplifier is going
to be a long-term investment. It will
certainly be wise to get spare active devices,
and if they are valves, to swap them around
every two or so years. Amplifiers have a fair
amount of heat to dissipate, so they need to
be placed where the ventilation is good.
Routine maintenance should be to check
fans and air filters for dust build-up,
possibly oiling fan bearings (if they are
accessible), and in the case of forced aircooled valves, making sure that the anode
cooler(s) is free from dust and fluff. Unless
the fan or blower is very standard and
available from a number of manufacturers,
it may be worthwhile for a „keeper‟

How big an amplifier? Looking at the UK
limit of 400W (I will never forget the
stunned silence occasioned at one meeting
with the old Radiocommunications Agency
when I pointed out that the power increase
to 400W in part of Top Band merely made a
lot of people more nearly legal!), an
amplifier rated for a bit more seems
reasonable. But if you are going to run
SSTV or RTTY, with its very high transmit
duty cycle, then you need something rated
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amplifier to get a spare one of those, too.
The high voltage areas should not be
neglected either, as dust build up here can
be very disastrous. However, care needs to
be taken to ensure that the high voltage is
discharged and not lurking to zap you! The
practice of discharging the HV by the use of
a screwdriver shorting the HV to chassis is
NOT recommended, as it marks the chassis,
can damage the screwdriver and puts
enormous strain on the power supply
capacitors. Solid-state amplifiers don‟t have
the very high voltages, but they do have
high currents, so again, the supplies should
be carefully checked to ensure they are

discharged. It may be necessary for
maintenance to run an amplifier without
covers, but this should be done with extreme
care. Wearing jewellery (including wedding
rings, metal watch straps etc.) can lead to
nasty accidents, and should be removed
before working: really this should apply to
working on any powered device.
So introducing an amplifier can provide a
number of unexpected problems, although
all of them more fixable than the failure to
get through on 160m to somewhere because
you are 1 or 2dB short of being just about
readable!

_____________________________________________________________________

A note on FLEX5K – I miss the knob
Stan Rudcenko, GØKBL

I had an e-mail the other day from a famous
DXer who kindly warned me that I was not
operating split when I should have. I told
him that it was probably a bug in my Flex
5K radio, fortunately a very rare one. He
responded by saying that he never really
understood what the FLEX5K was about.

Once you have the F5K, there is really no
point changing it for another radio, even for
a top-of-the-range one. There is very little
difference between the F5K and two or
three best radios on the market in terms of
performance – the F5K might even have a
distinct edge in some aspects, like the
panadapter.

But there is a point here. I have had two
Flex5000A radios (and the SDR1K) since
they first became available in the UK years
ago. I used to feel that this was the dawn of
new technology. So it was, but has that
technology become yet another cul-de-sac,
with SDR type radios neither significantly
cheaper, nor significantly better than other
radios? The more traditional Elecraft K3
with its own panadapter and proper knobs
may in the end be a better and just possibly
a cheaper proposition, but I am happy
enough with the FLEX. The latest
firmware/software updates are very much
better than the original version, the original
problems with CW latency have long gone
and the panadapter beats the one on the K3.
But you also need a good computer.

But would I buy one now? I am not so sure.
After years of using the F5K I realised I
miss a nice, well-balanced tuning knob. I
have experimented with various USB-based
editing gadgets (Shuttle Pro, Griffin) with
knobs that allow me to tune the bands in the
traditional way, but it just is not the same.
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Henry Lewis, G3GIQ SK
I first spoke to Henry on the old Thames
Valley/ Chiltern area DX-alerting net on
28.550 MHz in the mid 70s, before it moved
to 145.825 and eventually 144.525 FM. He
had an easy manner, which I and many
others immediately took to. He was very
knowledgeable on most matters to do with
HF DXing, amateur radio and electronics in
general. It seemed that no matter what
question was put to him, he always knew or
found the answer. His explanations were
always put in simple terms (sometimes he
would work out a formula in his head while
he was talking to you, as he was a brilliant
mathematician).

Henry also served for several years on the
Organising Committee of the RSGB HF
Convention, and because of the early
decisions taken by the Committee it has
evolved into one of the RSGB‟s premier
events.

Henry was fortunate to have a 60ft mast in a
suburban plot. He always put out a very
competitive signal on all bands 160 - 6m.
During the late 70s until late 2010 he was
one of the UK‟s most prominent DXers.

As a prominent DXer he achieved the
following awards: DXCC total: Mixed 336 /
371, CW 335 / 346 (but due to his illness
sadly he never worked the 4 new PJs. or the
P5 on CW). 5 Band Worked All Zones
#133; The 3rd UK Station to gain this
prestigious award, on 10 January 1987. The
RSGB: the Supreme Commonwealth
Century Club award #3, issued on the 24
May 1995. The RSGB: The Supreme 5Band Commonwealth Century Club Award
#2. The RSGB Empire DX Award. The
Yasme Trophy, issued by the Yasme
Foundation; this award is a model of Danny
Weil‟s yacht; Danny is credited with being
the first multi-country DXpeditioner. His
yachts were called Yasme.

He participated keenly in the IOTA award
scheme and had a score of 1,058. He also
served on the IOTA Committee from 1989
until 1996, including a period as Treasurer
and acted as an IOTA award checkpoint.
For many years he compiled the HF league
tables for The HF pages of RadCom, and his
own score was very high on that table.

As a regular member of Jim Smith‟s VK9JS
14.222 MHz DX net he put through many
callers in a very fair manner. This net gave
many Gs and EU Stations new Pacific
countries at a time when DX nets were not
frowned upon, and modest power was
normal.
During these early days it was realised that
there was no real body that brought UK
DXers together. Henry and others put
together various ideas, from which came the
inception of what was eventually to be
known as the Chiltern DX Club. Henry was
a founder member of the club and was
elected Secretary upon formation. Henry
was also on various RSGB and government
committees, and his input to these, I feel,
has benefited the UK amateur more than is
realised. He seemed to have the unique gift
of being able to view things from other
people‟s perspectives, even if he did not
agree with them, and thereby able to allay
their fears.

Henry was well known in the US and during
his visits to Dayton he made many more
friends there. His home QTH was
convenient for both London and Heathrow,
and being a well-known DXer Henry
became a point of contact for many visiting
foreign DXers. He hosted many gatherings
on their behalf at his local restaurants so
they could meet local DXers.
Ham radio has sadly lost one of its finest
ambassadors.
Keith, G3VKW
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IOTA News
Update of data in IOTA Directory (2011 edition)
IOTA reference numbers issued
NA-232
NA-242

KL
KL

St Matthew Island (Alaska)
North Slope County West group (Alaska)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
NA-232
NA-242

KL7RRC
St Matthew Island (July 2011)
K6VVA/KL7 Point Lay Barrier Island (July 2011)

This list includes operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
20 August 2011
_____________________________________________________________________

The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
T32C

station is swamped by the police, DQRMers
and those who are generally opposed to
other amateurs‟ pleasure and like to spoil it
as much as possible. Let‟s hope that the rare
commodity of common sense will prevail.
What really annoys me is the constant
calling of the mob, even when directed by
the DX station with „ON4? ONLY‟.
Nobody takes a sniff of notice and carries
on calling regardless.

Assuming the editorial comment in my last
column was true, you will be reading this
before the DXpedition actually commences.
Please take note of my suggestions in the
July issue regarding working them. This
could well be larger than the STØR, but I
am relying on some propagation for that to
happen. I was listening on the Pacific DX
net when a T32 was participating. I could
barely hear him. I didn‟t bother to call as my
linear is out of action, and although I do
have a 4-el SteppIr at 110ft, it was tough to
read him. However, it was a morning path,
so by the time T32C comes on the air
perhaps the evening path will prove better.
Time will tell, but I don‟t think propagation
is going to be too kind to the newbie with
10W and a G5RV! The main problem with
a weaker DX signal is the fact that the DX

STØR
This new entity has just completed as I write
this and I see from their website that they
made 121,286 QSOs. They made a total of
18,132 RTTY QSOs, with GM3POI,
G3IRQ and GW3YDX having made a total
of 7 RTTY band-slots, so congratulations to
those stations. I was able to make 5 bands
on RTTY. I was hustled into a band slot
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competition by Chris, GØDWV, but with
only 100W it was difficult. I also had my
grandson staying for a week, so no radio at
all during that time. It was a beach, dinosaur
park and tree-house week! I think I am also
correct in saying that this number of RTTY
contacts is the most that a DXpedition has
made. Personally I think they would have
made nearly double that if there had been
more intelligent operation by the mob
calling. The amount of time wasted in
repetition and trying to stop constant
calling, wrong calling, calling without
checking the SPLIT button and so on, was
huge. If only the European operators used
half of the only brain cell they seem to have,
it would be a lot quicker. I don‟t accept that
it is due to lack of understanding or lack of
English language knowledge either. It is
sheer bullying, selfish tactics and the lack of
any manners at all, no excuses!

that LSB is used, but then there is the
difference between FSK and AFSK, so the
read-out on the dial will be different again.
Life gets confusing, don‟ it!
Chen, W7AY, summed it up and was
careful to write this piece in the 2010 ARRL
handbook: "RTTY consists of a frequency
shift keyed signal that is modulated between
two carrier frequencies called the mark
frequency and the space frequency. The
protocol for amateur RTTY calls for the
mark carrier frequency to be the higher of
the two in the RF spectrum."
Then under „FSK vs AFSK Modulation‟:
"AFSK can be generated by using either an
upper sideband transmitter or a lower
sideband transmitter. With a USB
transmitter, the mark tone must be the
higher of the two audio tones in the audio
FSK signal. The USB modulator will then
place the corresponding mark carrier at the
higher of the two FSK carrier frequencies.
When LSB transmission is used the mark
tone must be the lower of the two audio
tones in the Audio FSK signal. The LSB
modulator will then place the corresponding
mark carrier at the higher of the two FSK
carrier frequencies."

Having said all that, the operators at STØR
did manage a pretty well-run set-up and
their use of constant identification and
directions is to be applauded. They
obviously took note of the previous FSDXA
expeditions and the way they operated. I did
catch them tail-ending a few times however,
and that increased the constant callers,
listening to the pile-up, so that is a tactic not
to be used in my opinion. Towards the end
of their time I noted that they changed that
to “I can hear the IW9 calling me, but I am
trying to work the ON4 so stand by”.
Forthright control of the situation does pay
off eventually. I also notice that England is
at 12 in the list of countries with the most
contacts, so there are a lot of DXers still
left!

Under „Spotting' an RTTY Signal‟: "By
convention, RTTY signals are identified by
the frequency of the mark carrier on the RF
spectrum. „Spotting‟ the suppressed carrier
frequency dial of an SSB receiver is useless
for someone else unless they also know
whether the spotter is using upper and lower
sideband and tone pair the spotter's
demodulator is using."

Spotting an RTTY station

The main problem is presented to the user
because of the confusion between low tones
and high tones, and also the software
programs that cannot seem to set a standard
whether to use LSB or USB. Nearly all
material on RTTY (and most Yaesu
transceivers designed prior to the FT9000/FT-2000/FT-950) assumes operation
in LSB as that was the „standard‟ for nearly
30 years until programmers produced multi-

Of late there has been a spate of e-mails
regarding this subject. Personally I don‟t
normally take too much notice of the
„actual‟ frequency given, I merely go to the
band and listen around until I decode the
station - nothing is that urgent in my life!
However, the actual frequency depends on
how you do your decoding. Tradition has it
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mode software like HRD, fldigi, MixW etc.
that only worked in USB. Unlike software
such as the above, MMVARI allows
selecting either USB or LSB for sidebandsensitive modes like RTTY, MFSK, and
QPSK. Take a look on the AA5AU RTTY
pages for a discussion on this very subject.

This problem stems from the use of old
packet TNCs used on HF - and they had
wide filtering. RTTY was just a by-product.
The solution is for the TNC to be discarded
and to move to something more suited to
RTTY. I still have an old PK232MBX, but
it has been in a cupboard for years. I guess I
should really get rid of it. There is a fix for
that TNC by the way for RTTY.

So, there you have it. Still confused? Don‟t
worry about it, just use the tuning knob on
your transceiver, you will get there. The
actual dial read-out matters not.

www.qsl.net/k0bx/align.htm
This modifies it for 170 Hz shift.
Personally, I would not change from
MMTTY now, until something better than
that comes along!

170 Hz vs 200 Hz shift
This is another chestnut that has been
causing a stir on the reflectors of late. Back
in the 1960s when we used 850 Hz shift, we
were not using the tight 250 Hz filters of
today, and with fewer RTTY amateurs on
the air there was plenty of room to sit on.
Now, as RTTY is the most expanding mode,
every Hz counts. Some manufacturers of
RTTY equipment seem to have settled on
200 Hz for some strange reason. This,
despite our accepted standard of 170 Hz,
poses problems when decoding. Strong
signals are not affected too much by the 30
Hz difference, but with a weak signal,
straddle tuning the signal, copy is degraded.

Final reminder for T32C
1. Check that your transceiver IS in split.
2. Wait until the current QSO is complete!
3. Do not tail-end.
4. Respect directives from T32C.
5. Ignore the police.
6. Call just above the suggested listening
frequency.
7. Exhibit some good manners.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

_____________________________________________________________________

Contest
Lee Volante, GØMTN
Welcome to the September „Contest‟. We‟ll
look ahead to Contest University in
October, and review some of the bigger and
smaller contests held over the last couple of
summer months.

programme items back in the 2009 UK
Contest University were dubbed as „short
groups‟, which were intended to be
workshops and interactive sessions, in
contrast to the longer sessions which were
more traditional presentations. I gave an
„Introduction to Contesting‟ presentation at
the start of the day, and later there was a
short group session around the same topic.

CTU UK 2011
Contest University will again be held as part
of the RSGB Convention on Saturday 8th
and Sunday 9th October, again at Horwood
House near Milton Keynes. Some of the

In essence the short group sessions were a
good idea – namely to briefly summarise the
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important topics, and then open the floor for
questions. In practice it proved more
difficult for me than I‟d envisaged. The
audience for the interactive session, still on
the topic of „Introduction to Contesting‟,
was quite small, but they had a wide range
in terms of experience. As I recall, one
attendee was literally just starting out in
contesting and was asking for some
suggestions about initial antennas and
events to try. However, there was also an
established multi-multi team from Scotland
attending, who had their own questions of
course of a different nature. It was difficult
to spend enough time or give enough focus
to answering a particular question properly,
without beginning to alienate some of the
others in the audience.

The top multi-op entrants claimed scores are
as high as ever, and island stations certainly
enjoyed pile-ups for hours on end. The
IOTA points system is rightly heavily
weighted towards islands. So we see more
often than in other contests that the amount
of Search and Pounce activity is higher, as
CQing will often result in a low points per
QSO ratio.
Practically this means that the bands do not
appear to be overly congested, with space
on the bands easily available for noncontesters. However, island stations calling
CQ can often find themselves with a large
volume of simultaneous callers, which is not
helped by the longer than average contest
exchange needed including a serial number
and an IOTA reference.

So, building on those experiences from
2009, Mark/MØDXR and myself will be
hosting a „CTU Walk in Q+A‟ session on
both the Saturday and Sunday at the RSGB
Convention this October. The idea is that we
can (hopefully) answer any questions, or
give suggestions, to anyone who stops by,
and give them 100% individual attention.
We‟ll try to be well stocked with
information. The motto is „There are no
stupid questions‟. Please spread the word
before October.

One side effect is that it can be a frustrating
operating experience for some. At one
extreme, the multi-op stations in prime spots
are making up to 4,000 QSOs in 24 hours.
Yet I‟d noted that some of my local club
members with relatively simple stations, and
operating with 100W or less on SSB only,
found they were running out of stations they
could reach (and enthusiasm) after only a
few dozen contacts. Several of my local
friends are learning or re-learning CW, so
hopefully by next year they will have many
more stations they can easily reach.

The rest of the CTU provisional programme
is complete and available online, with a
wide range of theoretical and practical
sessions – hopefully there‟s something for
everyone. Another new idea for this year is
the Contest Exchange, where station hosts
can be introduced to potential future guest
operators to facilitate what could be future
contest operations from individuals or
teams. There has already been a good deal
of interest expressed in this, and it sounds
like it could be very successful. I look
forward to seeing lots of you there in
October.

IOTA gives several unique benefits to the
HF contesting calendar – the island element
itself is fun, with many groups using the
contest as the driver for a pleasant weekend
expedition, with the focus on enjoyment and
improving on previous results, even if
winning their section is not yet on the
horizon. However, the online scores
database does give the option to compare
you or your team with others in the exact
same category – with the power, assisted,
island, expedition and operating time factors
to consider, there are more #1 positions to
aim for than many might have expected. For
the top-flight teams and individual
operators, the strategy element is different
from many other contests and largely just

IOTA
Late July saw the annual running of the
RSGB‟s flagship contest, the IOTA contest.
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calling „CQ‟ won‟t necessarily bring about
good results, as I mentioned above.

in the CQ WW and other contests, there are
still more Unassisted than Assisted entries at
present. If a contest sponsor decides to not
have separate sections for Assisted and
Unassisted, whilst the entrants preferring
Unassisted activity are in the majority, then
more entrants overall may be disappointed if
mandatory use of the remote spotting aids
and the change in operating style that result
are needed to do well. By allowing use of
these systems, the temptation for cheating
by using assistance whilst claiming
otherwise is taken away.

EUHFC
After missing most of the IARU HF
Championship and IOTA weekends this
year, I found myself with a free Saturday, so
I attempted a serious entry in the European
HF Championship, run by the Slovenian
Contest Club. Despite being another midsummer contest like IOTA, the entry levels
are similarly very high. This is a 12-hour,
mixed mode event from 10m to 160m.

Goodbye 80m CC, Hello Sprints
There were high K and A indices reported
just before the start, making some entrants
reconsider whether they would take part,
especially in Scandinavia where the risk of
aurora could put an end to any serious entry.
A DX contest would have been challenging,
but for inter-Europe this was not a big
problem.

The final results of the 2011 RSGB 80m
Club Championships have been published.
Congratulations to the Bristol Contest
Group for another overall win, and also to
the De Montfort University and the Norfolk
ARC teams for making up the Top 3. It‟s
certainly very competitive at the top end.
This year 91 groups took part in at least one
of the sessions, and the majority of groups
operated on SSB, CW and Data.

In the first few hours there was considerable
short-skip propagation, and 15m and 10m
supplied the bulk of the contacts. On the
higher bands the openings were quite
geographically focussed, with Scandinavian
signals making way for ones from the Baltic
countries, before being replaced by those
from the Balkans. In order to reach the
majority of the entrants, checking and rechecking the bands was vital. The 10 bandmode changes per hour rule allows flitting
around the bands as needed, although it does
effectively limit SO2R operation.

There have been a number of comments
raised on the UK Contest reflector about
how the Data section could be developed,
and if the necessity of PSK operation to
score well should be maintained. No doubt
there will be further discussion before next
January.
Filling the gap between the summer and the
beginning of the 2012 Club Championships
are the 80m Sprints. I‟m mentioning the
Sprints again here in an attempt to drum up
a little more activity. The 90-minute length
appears a little too long, as only between a
third and a half of the regular 80m CC
entrants take part in the Sprints. I only had
the first 30 minutes free during the first
Sprint and managed to work around half of
the entry base in that time, so I imagine the
last 30 minutes were again slow going. As
I‟ve been typing this I realised that as I left
the contest early, I completely forgot to send
in my entry and it‟s now way past the
deadline. I will make amends next month.

The only bit of controversy was the decision
to allow in the rules - or to be more
accurate, not specifically disallow - the user
of DX Cluster, Skimmer and RBN for the
single operators. This does appear to be a
growing trend in more contests, although in
the most recent significant worldwide
contester surveys run by Randy, K5ZD, and
the CQ WPX team, more respondents said
they preferred to operate „unassisted‟,
although the gap is closing. Also when
considering the single operator „assisted‟
and „unassisted‟ entries for single operators
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„unhelpful‟ big gun station firing out reports
at a constant 50 wpm on CW might rethink
this approach of not slowing down for some
stations if he would get a large penalty for
not giving his QSO partner a reasonable
expectation of logging the exchange
correctly. The CQ WW Committee have
published a detailed guide to their UBN
reports at:

UBN Bonanza
UBN, standing for Unique, Bad, and Not in
Log, are the main categories that contest
QSOs with errors are grouped into. One
confusing aspect of contesting to the
outsider is that traditionally understanding
why and where an entrant has made
mistakes in many contests is not possible.
Self-training and improving are difficult
when it‟s not clear where you‟re going
wrong. Some sponsors would explain where
points had been deducted if you contacted
them. The CQ WW Committee have for
many years sent details of lost QSOs via email with a UBN report. More recently the
Russian DX Contest organisers have also
sent UBN reports, and this year an
automated report has been generated by the
RSGB team for many of their contests, to
follow from log-checking reports generated
for the IOTA contest. This is an
encouraging trend.

www.cqww.com/cqwwubn.htm
Autumn contests
By the next Digest, the autumn / winter DX
contests will be in full swing. Most of the
results from last year have been published,
and just as I finish writing the column
there‟s a new furore about cheating in CQ
WW coming to the boil on the CQ-Contest
reflector. With sunspot activity slowly
starting to co-operate too, for example with
several parts of Europe enjoying some brief
openings to the USA on 28 MHz during the
WAE contest, there should be plenty of
excitement and things to talk about next
time. As usual, any reports or comments
would be useful to include in the next issue.

Whilst UBN report production to be
applauded, as more and more operators are
recording
their
contest
operations,
sometimes there is proof available that some
QSOs have been disallowed incorrectly. It‟s
been argued that points lost in this manner
would affect all entrants equally, and so
there should be no change in positions. Any
checking system cannot be perfect when
deciding which station has made a mistake.
Usually errors are made due to the receiving
station not copying correctly, but there are
examples of human error and logging
software sending different information over
the air to what is in the Cabrillo log file sent
in for adjudication.

73 Lee, GØMTN

Duff CW filters
A friend of mine, a dedicated phone
operator, went out and bought a set of
CW filters for his Icom 775.
He said he's sending them back for a
refund. They don't work at all. If
anything, the CW is even louder than
it was before he installed the filters.

There‟s no common policy for penalties –
sometimes a fraction of the points available
per QSO are removed, sometimes all of the
points for that QSO, and sometimes there
are additional points or multiplier credit
removed. This should form part of the
strategy, especially in a high-rate contest, of
when to slow down and double check
reports. Whether both parties are penalised
or not should be another factor – the

[With thanks to Hans, KØHB, the
CWops Reflector – and Rich, G4FAD.
Ed.]
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callsigns which they may have held 30 years
or more ago, but not since then. Indeed one
UK old timer recently returned to Barbados
for the first time since 1958, firmly
expecting to get his old VP6 call back. Only
to be told “No way, man – although you
might try Pitcairn Island instead!”
________________________________

The DLs and DAØHQ do it again
When is a DXpedition not a
DXpedition?
Major Russian-Italian DXpedition to
Christmas Island

Germany and DAØHQ win the IARU HF
Championship yet again. But how do they
do it? Unconfirmed reports suggest that
registered letters are sent out by Herr Flick
of ‘Allo ‘Allo! to every licensed German
radio amateur in ze book, informing them
that if they don‟t come on the air and give
DAØHQ some points, then their amateur
radio licence could be in serious danger of
being revoked, jawoll!
________________________________

During August the Great British Summer
once again continued apace, with grey skies
for most of the month. Indeed on some days
the temperature outside the Digest Editorial
Offices in Clifton, Bristol, reached a
staggering 15° C. It was again suggested
that „Shack Swap‟ schemes be introduced
with the help of radio amateurs in warmer
countries such as those around the
Mediterranean. After all, surely the least
they can do would be to put up with our
ghastly weather for a change - while we
enjoy theirs.
________________________________

Reports continue to feature in certain HF
DX News columns of upcoming „DXpeditions‟ to non-rare European DXCC
countries, although they might well be
interesting ones in the context of IOTA. At
most these are „expeditions‟, but not
„DXpeditions‟. Examples include the
German islands of Rügen or Norderney and
the Scottish islands of Skye or Arran, aye,
eminently delightful places though they may
otherwise be. [Yes, that’s telling ‘em! Ed.]
________________________________

NEWS FOR THE SOUTH WEST
Next Tuesday the Crinkley Bottom Amateur
Radio Society say they‟ll be „on the air‟.
But they probably won‟t be on the air at all.
It‟s just a ploy to get a mention in the News.
________________________________

A major Russian-Italian DXpedition has
recently been announced to Kiritimati
(Christmas Island). This DXpedition will
operate using the callsigns T32U and T32I
between the 28th of September and 26th of
October, with up to 15 stations on the air
simultaneously. The expedition will be
based at the brand-new Captain Greybeard
Hotel, somewhat worryingly located
directly next door to the Captain Cook
Hotel, the base for the huge T32C FSDXA
DXpedition between exactly the same dates.
________________________________

Solution to Prize Crossword 47

B
A
A
E
B
U
M

There are plans to clamp down on stations
who, on their QSL card, continue to feature
as if they were still current various overseas
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Digest Prize Crossword 48
1

2

3

4

by RFX
5

9

6

7

8

10

11

12

14

13

15

16
17

18
19

20

The winner of Prize Crossword 47,
July 2011, and that brand-new
tenner: Jim Barber, G3TTJ,
Limpley Stoke.

21

23

24

26

ACROSS
1 Father Fitzgerald's Spanish dish (6)
5 Bird making engineers jump around the
beginning of December (8)
9 Nymph's topical songs (8)
10 Pater's strange meal (6)
11 Prohibitionist's flag (6)
12 Secretly film here (2,6)
14 Communications device once popular with
dog owners in Devon town, we hear? (6-6)
17 Kinky Nikola, she's it in this European city
(12)
20 Popular opening journalist made up (8)
22 Miss dairy product, we hear, in part of Ireland
(6)
23 Good speed achieved by one without a ticket
(6)
25 Instrument repaired by mother and me (8)
26 A cry for help to install first-rate insulating
material (8)
27 Devon highspot featured in Goldeneye story
(3,3)

22

25

27

DOWN
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
13
15
16
18
19
21
24

Deadline for entries: 20 October
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Painter twice stopping at Turkish high-rise (6)
Putting rubbish in sacking (6,5)
Area left in one country then another (9)
Composer's cheerful-sounding girl almost
admitting wrongdoing (7)
Physicist a Gershwin introduced to
Washington (5)
Advice on where to dispose of your rubbish?
(3)
Check trainers when drunk! (8)
Versatile tools giving extra points in contests?
(11)
Strange myth about popular adhesive
propagated by what's-his-name (9)
Makes the sound of a horse belonging to Pooh,
we hear (8)
Villainous sidekick's casual work (3,4)
Somehow manage to arrive in time for the
party (4,2)
Stealing pink paper (5)
'ealthy drink? (3)

Jens Sperling, DL7AKC SK
It is with deep sadness that we record the
passing of our Secretary, Jens Sperling,
DL7AKC, on 14 July 2011. It was not
totally unexpected due to the steadily
deteriorating news coming out of the
hospital, after even the doctors could do
nothing more for him. So there is for all
who knew him the consolation that he does
not have to suffer any longer. Our deepest
sympathy goes to his mother and to all who
knew and loved him.

DL1TL, on behalf of the HSC Committee.
[based on the obituary on the HSC website]
________________________________
It is my sad duty to report that Jens,
DL7AKC, passed away on 14 July in
Berlin. He had been ill for some time and
suffered organ failure. His commitment to
the Club and his energy will be missed: his
outstanding CW always on the air and
especially in Friedrichshafen each June and
at other club functions. Our deepest
condolences to his family and friends.

As an excellent amateur radio operator his
way to HSC was well defined. He loved
high-speed telegraphy and was also member
of VHSC, SHSC, EHSC, CDXC and the
FSDXA. As Secretary of HSC he always
invested great effort in all matters
concerning the club. This is how he will
stay alive in our memories.

Roger, G3SXW (on the FOC members‟
reflector)

We also regret to record the
passing of the following
CDXC member:

His enthusiasm for DXpeditions led to
participation in a number of them. It is a
tragedy that he did not recover from his
disease, which broke out after his return
from the 3B7C DXpedition. His activities
were increasingly paralysed by ever
worsening flares of his disease. He passed
away in the middle of his life -- but we will
never forget him, he was one of us.

MØSFG Steve Glew

Are YOU getting interference?
The RSGB have very recently put up a webpage called „Are YOU getting interference?‟
at
www.rsgb.org/emc/are-you-getting-interference.php
This page gives step-by-step instructions and has a direct link to the Ofcom web form. It
is also has a link to an RSGB reporting form, so we can have our own independent source
of statistics. This new page is a big step forward so all it needs now is PUBLICITY
(including making it easier to find on the RSGB's own website).
Ian White, GM3SEK
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