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see above

Club News and Views
Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
August wasn‟t quite so bad, but in July here
in Bristol the sun was only occasionally
visible behind the huge swathes of grey rain
clouds inexorably piling in from the
Atlantic. Even the wading birds at Sir Peter
Scott‟s Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust at
Slimbridge, normally used to such things,
eventually decided that they‟d had enough
and headed south to EA8. It had also been a
long time, they said, since they‟d last seen
their distant cousins, the Canaries.

to NCDXF and CDXC‟, by someone who
was there: Tim Pearson, K5AC.
After which Roger, G3SXW, kicks off with
this month‟s SXW Trilogy and „To Russia
with RF‟, a report on the highly organised
Russian Radio Team Championship held
near Moscow in July. This is followed by
„The Growth of Contesting‟, from which we
gather that contesting is indeed in excellent
shape. Bringing up the rear it‟s
„Questionable Tactics‟: a fairly topical
piece, what with Midway and K4M coming
up in October. Fellow globetrotter and
statistician Nigel, G3TXF, then asks the
question „How much has LoTW influenced
DXpedition QSL volumes?‟

Be that as it may, this month‟s 56-page
Digest should be more than enough to clear
away any thoughts of grey skies and keep
you occupied for hours.
First in, I seem to remember, was
9M6DXX‟s „Borneo Bulletin‟. In part a
rather frustrating tale of lengthy local power
cuts – and when the power is finally back on
for a while: the massive QRM caused by the
power lines themselves, making the bands
almost unworkable. As Steve said in an
accompanying e-mail, “Yes, local noise,
from whatever source - neon signs, power
cables, PLT - now seems to be the biggest
threat to amateur radio.”

Anyway, I don‟t know how many times
Nigel has experienced British Airways‟ new
Heathrow Terminal 5, but no doubt it‟s
quite a few. Roger tells me that with him it‟s
three or four, adding that he wasn‟t too keen
on the long bus journey to the planes. “Yes,
LHR is getting overloaded: 15-30 minute
take-off delays due to on-ground congestion
and stacking planes for delayed arrivals. It's
at bursting point.”

I‟m not one to whinge or give in either, but
it did remind me of the situation a few years
back at 8P9FX: the sudden appearance of a
constant broadband rasp - 59+30 dB on 40m
and 59- on 20m - which kicked in regularly
at 1800 hrs local (sunset) and didn‟t go off
again until 0600 (sunrise). I suspect a newly
installed neon sign at some bar or other
across the road, but there was precious little
I could do about it. Grrr!

I wouldn‟t exactly disagree with that. Jane
and I were at Terminal 5 recently and found
it very impressive – in particular the truly
excellent Club Lounge (well, it was our
anniversary...) and views of the aircraft. But
yes, the long coach trip to our departing
Boeing 757 parked miles away, or so it
seemed. And on the way back a 15-minute
wait on the taxiway before a stand became
available. Next week we‟re off again on
BA, this time from LGW, where hopefully
things will move a little bit quicker.

No such problems, it would seem, at K5D
on Desecheo Island. A report here, „special

73 Martyn, G3RFX
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

Don‟t forget too that September is the
month for the inaugural running of Gary/
ZL2IFB‟s „HF Challenge‟. This is an
initiative from Gary to see if it can generate
a similar level of interest as the LF
Challenge now does. The rules are on
Gary‟s website at www.g4ifb.com and
Michael, G7VJR, has agreed to support
entries on his excellent ClubLog site
(www.clublog.org). I‟m hoping Gary will
give us a write-up for the Digest, but I guess
the CDXC Reflector will provide us with
up-to-the-minute comment in its usual way.

It would be remiss of me in my first CC as
your new Chairman not to pay tribute to my
predecessor. John, G3LAS has served
CDXC as Chairman for the past nine years.
Clearly, anyone who gives so many years of
voluntary service to a club deserves our
thanks – so well done, John; I think the
applause you got at the AGM said it all.
As you will see elsewhere, the AGM and
Summer Social achieved record attendances
- and the sun shone. I‟m sure that everyone
would want me formally to thank Neville
and Trish for letting us invade their
wonderful house and gardens.

While chatting to members at the Summer
Social I detected that our recent push to get
the DXpeditions we sponsor to provide
Digest write-ups, while providing some
fascinating stories, was getting a tad
repetitive. We will continue to make it a
condition of our sponsorship that we get an
article for the Digest, but will try to retain a
balance. For every DXpedition story there
are many more stories about what happened
at the non-DX end; so perhaps some of the
heroic efforts, frustrations and elations of
members could appear as articles in the
future. And as our President is serialising
his antenna story and Tony, G3LAA, is
sharing his AGM & SS experiences we can
claim to have made a start.

September and October offer the promise of
some interesting DX. The latest information
suggests the much-postponed Glorioso trip
will be on the air any time now. I guess the
French team putting this one on are as
frustrated as the DX community with the
delays, so let‟s hope this really is going to
happen in September (2009!). Although the
path is not difficult to UK, less than 5% of
Clublogers from Europe have worked it and
no one in that log has had a QSO since the
2000 DXpedition. CDXC is of course a
sponsor.
We have also recently approved sponsorship
for DXpeditions to Conway Reef, 3D2/C,
Christmas Island, VK9/X, P29 (a team
which includes CDXC members) and the
Dutch DAGOE group with their DXpedition
to Benin. This last one is interesting in that
it is not particularly rare, but the group have
an excellent track record and part of their
mission is to help with hospital care for the
underprivileged countries they visit. And
then there is Midway Island… If these
DXpeditions mount serious efforts on the
WARC and „edge bands‟, as they say they
will, the pile-ups are going to be huge and
continuous.

Last year CDXC had a very successful stand
at the HF Convention and as a result we will
repeat it for the newly named RSGB
Convention at Wyboston in October. Please
drop by and use our stand as a meeting point
for eyeball QSOs with other members and
the Committee; you know you will be
welcomed. And don‟t forget to wear your
CDXC badge – last year we reckon close to
50% of the attendees were members of
CDXC.
73 and good DX Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
It was really great to have so many members
and their guests here at the Summer Social.
We broke all the records with 85 enjoying
the BBQ.

helpers also deserve recognition, so please
convey the gratitude they justly deserve. It's
at gatherings like these that we get to put a
face to a callsign or office they command,
shake their hand, and hopefully take the
time to let them know what a good job they
are doing.
Viv, G4PLY, and Bev

The AGM went well too. Congratulations to
Chris, G3SVL, on becoming Chairman.
Chris, G1VDP, was elected Secretary, but
unfortunately has had to step down for
personal reasons. Are there any volunteers
to take over this key role? I was very
pleased to present a special CDXC plaque to
John, G3LAS, as retiring Chairman. John
has done a great job for the past nine years
and the plaque was well deserved.
Unfortunately I hadn‟t spotted an engraving
error with „plaque‟ being written as
„plague‟. A touch of swine flu, I guess! The
engraver was very apologetic and a new
plaque was sent to John within a couple of
days.

Thank you to Neville and Trish for hosting
another wonderful get together! It was
another outstanding success and you are
tremendously
generous
with
your
hospitality. Great to see a first class CW
station at last too, Neville!
Michael, G7VJR
Thank you, Neville and Trish, for a great
AGM and SS. Please QSP a hearty thanks to
Mark for the food, a truly admirable effort!
Mark, G4AXX

It was good to see several groups travelling
here
together
from
Cambridge,
Birmingham, Somerset etc. Trish and I
really enjoyed meeting many old friends as
well as making many new friendships.

Hi Neville. First of all, I'd like to thank you
for hosting such a great meeting yesterday. I
thoroughly enjoyed myself, meeting old
friends and making a few new ones in such
delightful surroundings.
Henry, G3GIQ

Congratulations to Tony, G3LAA, on
winning the major raffle prize donated by
Yaesu. Tony has written up the story
elsewhere in this Digest. Thanks again to all
those who donated prizes, both corporate
and members. We raised over £1,000
towards club funds. Here are a few extracts
from the comments that we received:

My thanks to both you and Trish for your
hospitality yesterday in hosting the CDXC
AGM and Social. An AGM that went off
without a hitch, excellent BBQ, even good
weather. What more could anybody want?
Well, perhaps a few more winning yellow
tickets in the prize draw? I should have
listened to your advice to purchase more
green tickets just prior to the draw.

Thanks, Neville and Trish, for a great day. I
enjoyed myself and met members of CDXC,
so it really did turn out well in the end.

Mike, G3WPH
Tony, G3LAA
Just to say many thanks for a wonderful
day. It was a pleasure to attend and meet
you both, fellow DXers and hams at your
lovely QTH. Your hospitality was fantastic,

Many thanks to you and Trish for a great
day, and especially the warm welcome...
which prompts me to say that the army of
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the food was out of this world and the
weather was fine! What more could one
want? Thanks again to you both and to all
who helped organise this excellent event.

A big thank you both for your hospitality on
Saturday. The house and garden were
looking their best, with Trish's colourful
flower borders being quite outstanding, set
off against the neatly cut lawns. The team of
chefs deserve special praise. They worked
calmly and efficiently - and the food was
excellent and much enjoyed. It was good to
see so many people, many old friends, and
to meet some new faces.
Chris, G3NHL

Neil, G4NQQ
Very many thanks for all your hospitality at
the AGM and SS this last weekend. The
event was a great success, largely due to
both your substantial efforts.
Gordon, G3USR

Just a short e-mail to thank both of you for
the wonderful day on Saturday. It was a
b....y long journey, but the warm welcome
and excellent food made it seem like one
short trip up the road! Congratulations on a
lovely home and double congrats on your
return to full health.
Martin, G4HKS

Many thanks for a very fine garden party.
We had a lovely time and an excellent
evening in Ludlow too.
Bob, G3PJT, and Rosemary
Many thanks to both of you for another
memorable day out. It was a super venue for
an excellent event and the hospitality was
impeccable. Rachael and I spent a few
hours driving around Long Mynd on Sunday
before fleeing for home in the driving rain! I
hope to recover from the plague before
long.
John, G3LAS, and Rachael

Thank you both for a lovely afternoon at
Lower Withers Barns. The CDXC Summer
Social was such a pleasure for us. So well
organised, such good food and wonderful
company!
Joyce and Derek, G3KHZ
It was the first time that Harry and I had
attended one of your socials. We had a
great time - and wanted to pass on our
thanks to you both for all your hard work.
We met some jolly interesting friends and I
certainly enjoyed the ladies’ company.

Just a note to you and Trish to say thank
you for hosting yesterday. I think it was a
great success and there were many positive
comments.
Don, G3BJ, and Hilary, G4JKS

Carol and Harry, GØECJ
Many thanks for your generous hospitality
and in hosting the AGM and SS. The whole
day was much enjoyed by the MØZAK gang
and we're looking forward to next year’s SS
already. [Now where’s that going to be?
writes Trish!]
Jim, MØZAK

As usual a very successful day, despite me
not winning the TX. You are both very
hospitable and it is a joy to add a year to
one's life driving the 28 hours - with the
proper inoculations - to Leominster. Thanks
again - and see you next year! (That’s a
hint)
Jorgen, MØAXP

It goes without saying that a huge part of
the appeal of the SS is your fabulous QTH
and the hospitality and welcome that you
and Trish provide.

I know that Ann has posted a proper ‘thank
you’ note, but I wanted to add my own
thanks. The hospitality that you and Trish
lay on is always a genuine treat and the
whole house is superbly comfortable. It all

Chris, G3SVL, and Jenny
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gets better each time we see it, as you finish
one job and then another (the towers, the
games room, the gardens...). Thank you so
much for having us (yet again!).

previously been given unconditional
permission for two masts in the Green Belt
in Hertfordshire!
We eventually found the Barns. These
wereunfinished at the time of purchase and,
after a few months, we moved into the main
barn. By then we had met a well-known
local architect who agreed to help us get
planning
permission
for
the
two
Versatowers. We invited the Senior
Planning Officer (SPO) for HC to visit the
site to discuss various alterations that we
wanted to make, including linking the two
barns, building a new garage block (both on
virgin ground) and erecting the two masts.

Bob, MDØCCE and Ann
Thank you so much for all the hard work
you put into the CDXC Summer Social such a successful day We both thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves and hope to do it next
year.
Clive, GM3POI, and Terry
Thank you for a wonderful afternoon.
Margaret and Brian, G3LUW

The SPO was extremely helpful and said he
could not see any problems with any of the
proposals - the masts in particular were
shielded from the local village by a copse of
oak trees. I then went to discuss the plans
with our local neighbours and everything
went well except that one old lady objected.
Unfortunately she organised a petition and
got enough signatures to cause a problem,
although several other neighbours wrote
letters of support. The end result was that
my application was rejected on the grounds
that the area was one of „Great Landscape
Value‟, an HC designation. Another
challenge lay ahead! A local farmer said he
had no objection to having the masts on his
land, so there was a way forward.

Just to say thank you for a super Saturday
and for the work you put in to make it so.
Alan, G4DZW
Belated thanks for your hospitality last
weekend at the CDXC AGM. My XYL,
Krystyna, and I were made most welcome
and we made new friends as well as meeting
some old familiar faces.
Dave and Krys, EA6/MØDLL
Many visited my antenna set-up some 250
yards away and suggested that I should
write up the story. So as not to bore you all
with a long monologue I will finish each of
my PPs for the next few issues with a story
about part of the saga. Here goes.

Around this time I was approached by
several in the village who asked me whether
I was prepared to become the Treasurer of
the local church. I know a bit about
accounting and readily agreed. Both Trish
and I were making great efforts to get to
know all the locals and becoming Church
Treasurer would put me into the centre of
village life. Inevitably several of those who
had objected to my original application were
members of the Parochial Church Council
and I think they were rather embarrassed by
their actions. Many discussions followed
and I said I would not appeal the first
decision (I was advised I was likely to get
permission for a single mast) if they did not

G3NUG’s Antenna Set-up - Part 1:
Getting Planning Permission in the
Sticks
Before we moved I had written to
Herefordshire Council (HC) about a number
of possible locations in the county for my
two Versatowers.
I received a quick
response along the lines “It is most unlikely
that masts and aerials of the size you
envisage
would
be
permitted
in
Herefordshire”. My first challenge was on
the table. I am not one for giving up, having
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Value‟ as that in which they were
previously rejected! More next time.

object to my second application to put two
masts on the farmer‟s land, which was better
shielded from the village. Everyone agreed
not to object, some even wrote further
letters of support. I got one from the local
Parish Council too.

PS: Left behind at the Summer Social: One
multi-coloured folding chair, two camping
chairs in cases. Please contact me if these
belong to you.
73

Permission was granted unconditionally and
the case did not even go to the Planning
Committee as there were no objections. The
interesting aspect of this decision is that the
area where the masts now stand are in the
same general area of „Great Landscape

_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

G3VDB
G8MIA
GI3SG
GM3WOJ
HZ1GW
K5AND
M0SIY
M0SKI
W5OZI

Jim Evans
Andy Malbon
Martin Patty
Chris Tran
Ken Dyer
Richard Hanson
Simon Shaul
Jordan Skittrall
Pat Rose

Macclesfield
Thatcham
Belfast
Invergordon
Al Khobar
Junction, Texas
Market Rasen
Stevenage
Austin, Texas

_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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Minutes of 2009 CDXC AGM
Held on 18 July 2009 at 1200
Lower Withers Barns, Middleton on the Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire
(QTH of G3NUG)
Members Present (51):

5B4AFB, 5B4AGX/G4PFF, EI5DI, GØECJ, GØMRH, GØOPB, G1FON, G1VDP, G3BJ,
G3GIQ, G3KHZ, G3KWK, G3LAS, G3LUW, G3LZQ, G3NHL, G3NUG, G3PLP, G3PQA,
G3PSM, G3RFX, G3SVL, G3TXF, G3USR, G3WGV, G3WKL, G3WPH, G3XTT, G3ZAY,
G3ZVW, G4AXX, G4DZW, G4EJW, G4FKA, G4HKS, G4IUF, G4JKS, G4KIU/E51SC,
G4NQQ, G4OCO, G4PLY, G4TSH, G4VSS, G8MKO, GM3POI, MØDLL, MØEHL,
MØGHQ, MØURX, MØZAK, MDØCCE.
In Attendance: (1):

MØSKI (who joined CDXC right after the AGM)
Welcome

John, G3LAS, CDXC Chairman, welcomed everyone to the AGM and explained that some
members were delayed due to a problem on the A14 and that their apologies would be recorded
if they did not make it before the end of the AGM. [Post-meeting note: This has been done for
these Minutes. Fortunately all those affected did make it to the Summer Social.]
Apologies for Absence (77):

5B4AGN, 5B4AHJ, 5B4AHK, 9M6DXX, EI4GXB, EI6FR, EI7BA, EI9FBB, GØCGL,
GØDWV, GØEJQ, GØKBL, GØLCS, GØMTN, GØNFK, GØORH, GØPHY, GØPSE,
GØTKT, GØTRD, G1DJI, G3GHS, G3IZD, G3JNB, G3KMA, G3KOZ, G3LAA, G3LME,
G3LME, G3NKQ, G3OCA, G3PJT, G3RAU, G3RWF, G3RZP, G3SED, G3SJX, G3SNN,
G3SWH, G3SXW, G3UEG, G3UGF, G3USE, G3VKW, G3YBY, G3ZSS, G4AHK, G4AZN,
G4BYG, G4CGG, G4LDL, G4MKP, G4RKO, G5LP, G7NOT, G7VJR, GI4TSK, GM4ESD,
GM4XQJ, GUØSUP, GWØANA, GW4AYJ, K3NA, MØAUG, MØAXP, MØBJL, MØKCM,
MØMRW, M1KTA, M3ENF, MMØBQI, MWØCRI, MWØIDX, N6HC, N6OX, SM5GMZ,
W2RS.
Previous Minutes

The Minutes of the last AGM held on 19 July 2008 were received and approved as read by those
present. There were no questions or corrections. There was one matter arising (elections at
AGMs), which the Secretary dealt with in his report.
Chairman’s Report

John, G3LAS presented his report. He commented on the record AGM attendance and was
pleased to report another successful year for CDXC. Membership is up 7% on this time last year
and now stands at 742. What is remarkable about these numbers is that we have lost 62
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members, but recruited 109. This, John reported, has been largely down to the work of the
President, Treasurer and Secretary, who he thanked for their efforts.
The Annual Dinner had been a sell-out this year, with a waiting list. The Committee will
consider how this influences the decision for 2010. The informal afternoon session, introduced
this year for the first time, was enthusiastically received.
John commented that we have again been represented at the major rallies and conventions.
However, as it is often difficult for Committee members to man the stand at all these events,
there is no reason why the club stand should not be run by other members (thanks to G3XTT for
doing it at Newbury). This would enable us to be seen at venues all over the country - and the
Committee will support you as far as possible with stand accessories, literature etc.
The Chairman‟s report continued with congratulations to G3RFX for the quality of the Digest,
G4AXX for moderating the Website and G7VJR for the fresher look and content of our
webpages. John drew members‟ attention to the Digest notice requesting a new webmaster.
John said our LF Challenge in March has taken on a new lease of life, with no less than 43
entrants. This is due to the work of our awards manager Jim, MØZAK, and Michael, G7VJR,
whose ClubLog programme provided an online record of who was working what. He also
reminded members of Gary/ZL2IFB‟s initiative of an HF Challenge in September this year.
The Chairman then thanked the entire Committee for their hard work during the year and
Neville and Trish for hosting the AGM and Summer Social.
Secretary’s Report

Chris, G3SVL, reported that the Committee had met four times in the year, with the March
meeting needing to be rescheduled due to poor weather. He commented that the new „In
Committee‟ report had appeared in each Digest since the last AGM and hopefully provided
some clarity on the work of the Committee.
Chris thanked the members for their feedback on the Annual Dinner, and for increasingly using
e-mail for communications with him for that event and the AGM and SS.
Turning to membership matters, the Secretary showed the members present an example of the
new Membership Pack which he was now sending out. This is in a smarter-looking A5 format
which is more efficient in paper usage and, most importantly, goes in a C5 envelope with a
standard 2nd class postage stamp. Thus cost savings and a quality improvement have been
achieved.
The availability of the four loan rigs, complete with carrying case, PSU, key and headset was
described. A sample was on display near the raffle prizes and the Secretary reported that two
were to go out on loan.
Finally Chris reported on the action he took at the last AGM to look into the voting
arrangements for electing the new Committee at AGMs. He reported that the Constitution
merely requires the existing Committee to resign at each AGM and be elected/re-elected. It has
been our practice for many years first to deal with any proposed changes to Committee and then
to elect the new Committee en masse. The Committee recommended we continue that
approach.
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Treasurer’s Report

Nigel, G3TXF presented his report, which had been published in the July 2009 Digest. He
commented on the healthy state of the finances and the ability this year to create a further
general reserve.
Nigel went through each section of the accounts and the membership numbers and concluded
with a summary of the DXpeditions we have supported in the past year. The accounts were
approved by the members present.
Election of Committee

At this point the entire Committee resigned, as required by the Constitution. John, G3LAS,
remained in the chair, as he was not standing for re-election. All the other members of the
2008/9 Committee offered themselves for re-election.
Chris, G3SVL, was proposed for the vacant position of Chairman by G3NUG and seconded by
G3LAS and this was duly approved by the members present.
Chris, G1VDP, was proposed by G3SVL and seconded by G3TXF for the vacancy thus created
for the position of Secretary and this was duly approved by the members present.
The Committee were then re-elected en masse: Proposed by G3ZVW, seconded by G4JKS and
approved by those present. The 2009/10 Committee is thus:
President
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Digest Editor
Awards Manager
Reflector Moderator
Committee Members

G3NUG
G3SVL
G1VDP
G3TXF
G3RFX
MØZAK
G4AXX
G3USR, G7VJR

G3SVL took the chair for the remainder of the meeting.
Election of Auditor

John, G3LZQ, agreed to continue to audit the accounts and was proposed by G3TXF, seconded
by G1VDP and duly approved by those present.
Any Other Business

The Chairman presented a bouquet of flowers to Trish Cheadle.
The President then made a special presentation of a plaque to John, G3LAS, to commemorate
his 8 years of Chairmanship of CDXC.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1238.
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
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DX an’ all that
Don Field, G3XTT

The bands have been fairly indifferent over
the summer period, although the IOTA
contest appears to have enjoyed better
conditions than in recent years, at least
within Europe. The 7P8 effort was worked
on most bands, although I managed to fail in
my quest to work them on Top Band,
despite significant sleep loss. As I write this,
both 4W and C21 are active, but not exactly
booming into the UK. Nevertheless, the DX
world remains an interesting place, not least
with the totally unexpected announcement
about 7O1YGF (see below) which gives me
three more potential DXCC credits – 12, 17
and RTTY. Indeed I will be making quite a
substantial DXCC claim at this year‟s
RSGB Convention, if only because I have
been busy digging out those unclaimed
ones, chasing up missing QSLs where
necessary. I still can‟t get too excited about
LoTW and have yet to use an LoTW „QSL‟
to claim a DXCC credit, but I dare say if I
were starting DXCC now, it would save a
fortune in QSLs for those common and
semi-rare slots.

don@g3xtt.com

simply unable to exploit (unless, maybe,
you live on a hilltop by the sea, with stacked
Yagis and a big tower). If you want to know
more about WSPR, see GØKYA‟s article in
the August RadCom.
We holidayed in Cyprus in early August and
it was great to have lunch with Bob,
G3ZEM/5B4AGN; Alan, G3PMR/5B4AHJ;
John G3SZG/5B4AHK; David, 5B4AJT,
and their spouses. Alan has been doing a
great job building the callsign file for
Michael/ G7VJR‟s Clublog, while Michael
himself has been adding some useful new
features. If you don‟t already use Clublog,
you should give it a try. After lunch we
repaired to Bob‟s super QTH – it‟s easy to
see why he‟s such a loud signal here in the
UK. It must be hard living in the sunshine
and enjoying great propagation to just about
everywhere, but I guess someone has to do
it!
7O1YGF
Here is the ARRL Press Release. What isn‟t
clear is just what has caused this change of
heart after such a long period. During the
intervening years ARRL have maintained
that the 7O1YGF team (which included
some
well-known
and
experienced
DXpeditioners) simply didn‟t have the
necessary documentation to support their
case.

The exchanges on the CDXC Reflector
have, as always, been interesting and
entertaining and I was particularly struck by
the postings about a late-night opening
between France and Afghanistan on 10m,
with no signals audible but QSOs being
made using WSPR, a datamode that has
something like a 20dB advantage over the
traditional modes. On the one hand it
doesn‟t feel like amateur radio – if you can‟t
hear it is it really a QSO? On the other hand,
it‟s an amazing learning experience, finding
propagation where we might otherwise have
declared the band closed. It actually makes
you wonder just how often propagation does
exist on a given path and frequency, but
with signal attenuations that mean the
conventional means (at least, at the sort of
power levels authorised to amateurs) are

Operation from April 16, 2000 through
April 26, 2000
After
reviewing
recently
received
information regarding the 7O1YGF
operation, and after additional dialogue
with a leader of the DXpedition, the DXCC
desk has approved this operation.
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your comments about „Awards Integrity‟
(pages 13-14), let me say that this cannot be
a matter for a serious discussion open to
those who do not live IOTA as we
checkpoints do.

Considering the length of time that has
passed since this operation, we ask that
DXCC participants who would like to claim
credit for 7O1YGF follow the options
below:




IOTA‟s reputation and integrity has reached
a level that I can honestly define as
unparalleled. As a DXCC Card Checker I
can also appreciate the difference between
the two programmes in terms of customer
care, but this is another story.

Send the 7O1YGF card ONLY to
DXCC with an SASE, or return
postage if outside the US; DXCC
will process the card and applicants
will not be charged a submission fee.
7O1YGF cards included with other
cards will be handled as part of a
normal submission.
Bring the card to a DXCC Card
Checker. The card checker will
forward the confirmation to the
DXCC desk for processing. Again,
there will be no submission fee if this
is a single-card submission. You
must fill out an application form,
however.

A few years ago I convinced a reluctant
I4EAT that IOTA was something to sink his
teeth into. Nowadays Fausto is extremely
keen on island chasing, not only because it
is an exciting operating challenge, but also
because - he says – “IOTA is serious”. The
fact that the DXCC Challenge leader holds
IOTA in high esteem gives me great
satisfaction, as we Checkpoints have
contributed - and are still contributing towards building and maintaining that
reputation for „seriousness‟ (which means
credibility, integrity, reliability).

In all other cases applicants can include
their QSL card with their next submission,
and it will be handled normally. We will
work with the 7O1YGF team to use Logbook
of the World if possible. Remember, the cutoff date for the 2009 DXCC Annual listing
and Honor Roll list is December 31, 2009.
We encourage applicants to handle this
sooner rather than wait until the last
minute.

Now, you wonder if the Honour system
would work for IOTA. No, it would not,
definitely. “Cheats, sloppy applicants and
bad typists” will inevitably “bring the
quality of the database and the general
reputation of the programme into disrepute”
in a few weeks‟ time. This is not
doomwatch, but a reasonable prediction
based on facts. Over the past five months I
checked 2,417 QSOs and made 610
alterations. The breakdown is as follows:

Bill Moore NC1L, Awards Branch Manager
Since that bulletin the team has indeed put
the logs on LoTW and are printing new
QSL cards for those who failed to apply for
one at the time.

Date/Time changes
Rejections
Callsign changes
Island name changes
CP additions
Band changes
Mode changes
IOTA# changes
All data changes

Last but not least, my piece last time about
awards integrity generated several responses
from the IOTA world, summed up nicely by
the following, from Mauro, I1JQJ, one of
the lynchpins of IOTA in Italy:
Dear Don,
Finally I have found the time for reading the
latest issue of the CDXC Digest. As for
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221
120
113
78
41
16
13
5
3

Considering that





a) The island name is not listed in the
dropdown menu; maybe it is because it
belongs to another group, but who cares?
Example:
pre-2000
Hailuoto
QSOs
systematically claimed for EU-126 rather
than EU-184.

All data changes occur when the
applicant uploads a QSO with X,
and then submits a QSL card for Y
CP Additions occur when the
applicant submits an application on
paper or the applicant submits one or
more cards that he has not uploaded
for a number of reasons
In the vast majority of cases,
Date/Time Changes are changes in
the date (not in UTC), the 89% of
the alterations affects the integrity of
the dbase.

b) The DXCC prefix does not match, but
who cares? Example: a plain NA-102
(Guadeloupe, FG) claimed for NA-179
(Guadalupe, XE2).
c) There is no indication of a specific island
QTH, but who cares? Let‟s give it a try!
Example: a plain HH (Haiti mainland, NA096) claimed for NA-149 (Haiti‟s coastal
islands)

The breakdown for Rejections (ie QSOs
ignored by CP) is as follows:
No QSL card submitted
Dupe
No island named on QSL
Island named does not count
Handwritten island name not OK
Station not located on an island
QSO made using a multi-op contest call
Applicant’s callsign wrong/missing
QSO made from another DXCC entity

I must add that six out of the 21 dupes were
caused by the applicant‟s ability to mess up
things to such an extent that I had to call for
Dom‟s help. His response was that the
applicant had found a bug, as “normally this
situation should not be possible”.

39
21
19
11
11
7
5
4
3

No island named on QSL
Island named does not count
Station not located on an island

No QSL Card submitted

In this case the “so what?” attitude applies.
The applicant simply selects an island name
at random in the dropdown menu, end of
story.

Usually this should not be regarded as an
attempt at cheating. People here just do not
understand what the „QSL mailing list‟
generated by the system is for. So they do
not check the cards against the check list,
and it happens that they fail to submit cards
that - for instance - in the meantime they
have sent to the DXCC Desk.

Handwritten island name not OK
Applicant’s callsign wrong/missing
So what? Let‟s give it a try, maybe I find
JQJ in a mood for mercy.

Dupes
They occur when the applicant submits a
card for the wrong group, but the QSO
cannot be credited to the correct group
because the applicant already has it. Why
does the applicant submit a card for a wrong
group? Typically it is because of a
widespread „who cares?‟ attitude:

QSO made using a multi-op contest
call
QSO made from another DXCC entity
(ie ISØ)
No attempt at cheating, just mere ignorance.
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Summarising, sloppy applicants and bad
typists are everyday business. If not
corrected, their mistakes would grant them
unfair credits and would greatly affect the
quality of the database. As a result, IOTA‟s
reputation for seriousness would be
jeopardised.

DXKeeper is a heck of a piece of software,
as it detects the inconsistencies between my
log entries and LoTW's. For instance, if I
fat-fingered
EU-015
for
G3KMA,
DXKeeper detects that the QSL on LoTW
says EU-005 and asks me what to do (I can
tell it to replace EU-015 with EU-005, or I
can choose to do it manually).

As for cheats, potential cheaters are all over
the place. There are two categories: those
who did not make the QSO, and those who
made it, but don‟t have the QSL card.

Now, currently I only have 224 IOTA QSOs
(not groups!) that have been confirmed by
LoTW. Thanks to DXKeeper I have found
out that 4 of them (for 3 different groups)
have been uploaded to LoTW with a wrong
reference number (I have checked the
relevant paper cards, where island names
and ref. nos are correct):

Nowadays online log searches might (and I
say might) discourage Category 1 from
attempts at cheating, but Category 2 would
flourish. The Honour system would be too
strong a temptation for them to resist. And
so much the worse for those who spend their
monies on QSLing.

08/04/99 KL1SLE St Lawrence = NA-040
LoTW has NA-028

LoTW & IOTA

29/07/00 OZ5BAL Fano = EU-125
LoTW has EU-029

Quite a few people here hope that sooner or
later IOTA will interface with LoTW. Pity
that the quality control on IOTA reference
numbers is non-existent (I don‟t put the
blame on ARRL, after all IOTA is not
theirs). I am copying below the message that
Valeria sent to Roger [G3KMA] last year:

07/02/03 XF1K El Pelicano = NA-167
LoTW has NA-162
08/02/03 XF1K El Pelicano = NA-167
LoTW has NA-162
I do not jump to any conclusions, I just
wanted to share my 2 cent (penny)
experience with you.

----- Original Message ----From: "IK1ADH" <valma@tele2.it>
To: "G3KMA" <g3kma@dsl.pipex.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 23, 2008 4:55 PM
Subject: LoTW and IOTA

73 Valeria
Please note that a fifth mistake emerged a
few weeks later for a QSO made with HI3A
on 30 November – it was NA-096, of
course, but the IOTA reference number on
LoTW is NA-966.

Hello Roger,
After uploading my log to LoTW for two
years following the standard procedure, I
have decided to do it through my logging
programme (DXKeeper). So far so good.

73 Mauro, I1JQJ
And that‟s it for another column. I look
forward to an eyeball QSO with many of
you at the Convention in October. It looks a
meaty programme and the big problem is
going to be which lecture stream to attend.

DXKeeper let me synchronise my log
entries with LoTW: the QSOs confirmed by
LoTW are properly flagged, so that I know
that I can apply for them to be credited to
my DXCC. Again, so far so good.

73 Don G3XTT

15

Borneo Bulletin
Steve Telenius-Lowe, 9M6DXX

Once again, the last couple of months have
been very quiet on the air and the poor
conditions, coupled with my continuing
very high local noise level (of which more
later) have meant that once again I have
made very few QSOs. What we need is a
big DXpedition or a major contest to liven
up the bands!

teleniuslowe@gmail.com

indeed a thriving city offering most of the
conveniences of modern life (and some of
its disadvantages, such as traffic jams and just recently - bad smog, the infamous South
East Asian „haze‟), but conversely there is
still a lot of primary jungle in Sabah despite
the best efforts of the oil palm plantation
owners, and orang utans certainly do still
exist in the wild in remote parts of the state.
I‟m not too sure about the head-hunters,
though!

With the expected upturn in conditions
around the autumn equinox, though, several
DXpeditions in the offing - and of course
the CQ WW DX phone contest in October I do hope that the next couple of months
will be a bit more productive than the last
four or five have been.

However, once outside the city centre the
infrastructure deteriorates markedly. We
live 15 km from the capital city, just a 25minute drive from the absolute centre of
town, in a small „kampong‟ (village)
surrounded by paddy fields and swamp
buffalo. Idyllic? Yes, but only when things
are working properly. The last year or so
has seen the infrastructure groaning and it is
now failing very badly. The biggest problem
is with the electricity supply. The state
electricity monopoly is unable to generate
enough electricity for the ever-increasing
demands of a growing city, with new
shopping malls going up all the time. As a
consequence, the electricity company cuts
us off, usually five or six days a week, and
for around three hours at a time. In one 24hour period recently we had no fewer than
six separate power cuts - some of only 10 or
15 minutes duration, but amounting to
almost six hours in one day.

One of those DXpeditions scheduled for
October is, of course, K4M Midway Island
and I‟m looking forward to renewing
acquaintance with one of its participants,
James Brooks, 9V1YC, just a couple of
days before James departs from Singapore
for Midway. Eva and I plan to spend six
days in Singapore in October for their
„Singapore Sun Festival‟, a week-long
cultural event including jazz, rock and
classical music concerts, outdoor „classic‟
film viewings and much more. Living in
Sabah may have its compensations, but
Western culture is somewhat lacking! It is
two years since we visited Singapore and
almost three years since I last met James, so
it will be good to catch up again.

And that is under „normal‟ circumstances.
However, when there is a fault, such as last
week when some overhead power cables in
the village were struck by lightning during a
thunderstorm at 4.30am, we can be without
electricity for much, much longer. On that
fateful day last week a severed power cable
lay in the road until late morning – over six
hours – before an unfortunate and
unsuspecting villager, trying to do his civic
duty, attempted to move the cable off the

Frustrations
Unfortunately it is not only Western culture
that is lacking in Sabah at present. People
who visit here for the first time are usually
surprised how „modern‟ or „civilised‟ Kota
Kinabalu is. Their impression of Borneo is
of jungles, orang utans and head-hunters, so
a modern, bustling city comes as a bit of a
surprise. Both of these impressions are
equally correct, though: Kota Kinabalu is
16

road. It was still live and he was killed
instantly. The electric company then took
until 7.30pm that evening before they
repaired the fault. This is by no means
unusual – a month earlier another fault took
11 hours to be repaired.

cuts, however, are during the day, when the
bands are fairly „dead‟, so there is little to
work anyway! Don‟t get me wrong: this is
not a whinge, but a statement of fact, and
we still very much enjoy living in Sabah.
However, we are a little concerned about the
future and whether or not Sabah electricity
will be able to cope in the future as the
demand continues to grow with the rapid
development of the city.

Right now there are at least five more new
shopping malls that I am aware of under
construction in Kota Kinabalu – one of them
a kilometre long. I hate to think what the
electricity supply will be like when they are
all up and running. But the electricity
company does not cut off the shopping
malls or, in fact, rarely anyone else in the
city itself. Instead, they cut off the
kampongs, where the load must be
absolutely minuscule compared with the
city centre. So instead of switching off one
shopping mall at a time for 30 minutes once
a week, they instead cut off several villages
for three or four hours every day. According
to the local newspaper, the situation is even
worse in towns elsewhere in Sabah such as
Sandakan and Tawau.

RSGB books
You may wonder what I do all day when
there is little or nothing to work on the
bands. One of my jobs is that I work on a
freelance basis on the production of RSGB
books. The work involves desktop
publishing the books, ie doing the design
and layout, incorporating the drawings
and/or photos and producing printer‟s files
which are sent by FTP to RSGB HQ and
from there directly on to the commercial
book printer. Very often I carry out the
editing work as well, liaising closely with
the author of the book to ensure that the text
is reasonably grammatically correct, that it
is accurate and as up to date as possible,
frequently sourcing photos for the author
too.

My Internet connection is just as poor.
Virtually every day of the week the Internet
is down for a period of anything from an
hour or so up to several days at a time.
When the power goes off, the landline
telephone – and so also the ADSL Internet
connection - also fails after 45 minutes
because the battery in the UPS in the
telecom switch box, which should last for
eight hours, is useless. A new one has
apparently been ordered, according to one
telecoms engineer, but this situation has
existed now for months and he has no idea
when it may be delivered.

The books I have produced here over the
last few years have included Amateur Radio
Explained (a guide to getting started in
amateur radio for beginners and Foundation
licensees), by Ian Poole, G3YWX; Circuit
Overload and RF Design Basics, both by
John Fielding, ZS5JF; Technical Topics
Scrapbook, All 50 Years (a compilation of
all the „Technical Topics‟ columns from
RadCom from 2005 until Pat Hawker retired
in 2008, plus a compilation CD of all the
„TT‟ columns from 1958 onwards);
Amateur Radio Exam Secrets (revision and
practice questions covering all three UK
amateur radio exams) by Alan Betts,
GØHIQ; both the 2007 and 2009 IOTA
Directories (in close cooperation with
Roger Balister, G3KMA); the 6 Metre
Handbook, by our very own Don Field,
G3XTT (this one is selling in big numbers

Last week, after five consecutive days of
power cuts, our landlord kindly bought us a
brand-new Chinese-made 1.5 kVA petrol
generator, which was up and running just in
time for the 15-hour power failure. At least I
can now go on the bands when we have no
power! Ironically, I can hear far better when
on the generator, because the high level of
noise from the power cables is non-existent
when the mains power is off. Most power
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in the States, I understand); and most
recently the International QRP Collection,
another compilation work similar to the
„TT‟ book, this one produced in
collaboration with the Rev. George Dobbs,
G3RJV, and which should be on sale very
soon.

possible. This book is a longer-term project
and it is due out some time in 2010.
9M4LHS
The Borneo Amateur Radio Club was
planning to operate as 9M4LHS („Light
House Sabah‟) from the lighthouse on Pulau
Layang for the International Lighthouse
Weekend on 15-16 August. The island, also
known as Pulau Layangan (and not to be
confused with Pulau Layang Layang in the
Spratly group), is very small and rocky, and
it looked as if it might be pretty difficult to
land on the island. Pulau Layang is not
listed in the new RSGB IOTA Directory, but
I confirmed with Roger, G3KMA, that it
will count as OC-133 (Sabah‟s coastal
islands group), the same as the much larger
islands of Pulau Gaya and Labuan, from
where John, 9M6XRO, and I have operated
several times. I have decided not to join the
club group - camping in a confined space on
a very small rocky island does not sound too
much like fun to me - but I did wish them
luck and looked forward to working them
during that weekend.

There is only one book that I have compiled
from scratch (although with contributions
from many individuals), and written, edited
and produced myself – the World Licensing
and Operating Directory, a guide to getting
on the air from over 200 territories around
the world and a listing of all the „guest
shacks‟ (that I am aware of) that are
available to rent.
As soon as the International QRP
Collection was completed I started work on
a new edition of the Amateur Radio
Operating Manual, the text of which was
written by Don, G3XTT, for the 6th Edition
in 2004. That edition has almost sold out, so
rather than simply reprinting it, I have been
tasked with bringing it up to date (which I
am doing with the help of Don and others –
several CDXC members included) and
sourcing new photographs wherever

CDXC Reflector Guidelines
This Reflector is intended for the exchange of information on DX-related topics, QSL
information, award schemes, DXpeditions and other news between CDXC Members. Our
aim is to keep the information content high and noise low. Please keep to DX-related
topics, within reason.
Feel free to ask questions. The Reflector is a place where we can obtain advice and
develop our DXing skills. There is plenty of opportunity for the more experienced of our
members to help the less experienced ones. The Reflector is a place where we can
express opinions to the Committee, but attacks or criticism of individuals, the CDXC
Committee, the RSGB, or any other groups, is not acceptable.
Do not post messages to individuals. Keep personal replies off-Reflector. There are many
of us who probably don't find such posts relevant.
This is a Club with enormous resources and skill. We are all very privileged to be
members. Treat each other with respect, and behave with good manners.

18

The K5D Story
(special to NCDXF and CDXC)
Tim Pearson, K5AC

Desecheo Island is only 14 miles off the
west coast of Puerto Rico and yet for the
past fifteen years hungry DXers felt it might
as well be a million miles away.

14-day operation with a maximum of 15
operators some time in the Fall of 2008. The
USF & WS Fish would evaluate each
proposal on a points system based on a
stringent list of nine items. A three-person
panel would review the proposals received.
The deadline for proposals was 15 August
2008 and seven proposals were received.
Finally on 1 October it was announced that
the winning proposal had been submitted by
The KP1-5 Project team (This group of
people had been involved since 2002 trying
to activate both Desecheo and Navassa.) A
few weeks later the decision was made that
the operation would take place not in the fall
of 2008, but some time in January – March
2009.

History

Desecheo was created as a National Wildlife
Refuge in 1976 and is administered by the
United States Fish & Wildlife Service [USF
& WS]. In March 1979 Desecheo was
recognized by the ARRL‟s DXCC program
as a new entity under the separate
administration criteria, after the first
operation by KP4AM/D. During the 1980s
and early 1990s there were ten operations
from Desecheo which kept the demand for
KP5 fairly low, but in the mid 90s things
changed and Special Use Permits were no
longer issued and Desecheo slowly crept up
the most wanted list. The frustrations
between the amateur radio community and
USF & WS mounted. There were repeated
denials for Special Use Permits; there were
appeals, lawsuits, and a bill introduced in
the US House of Representatives. There was
a rogue radio operation, which was accepted
for DXCC credit, but was conducted
without the permission of the USF & WS.
All of these actions increased the tensions
between hams and the US Fish & Wildlife
Service, but eventually would lead to a
compromise. By now Desecheo was
squarely in the Top Ten Most Wanted
DXCC List along with the likes of North
Korea and Yemen.

Planning Begins

Bob, K4UEE, and Glenn, WØGJ, had been
involved with The KP1-5 Project since its
inception and were the obvious choice to
co-lead the DXpedition. Mike, NA5U, is
the KP1-5 Project Leader. Some of the
original team members were not able to
commit to the full 21-23 days required for
the entire DXpedition, so a clever plan was
devised to rotate operators halfway through
the trip. This allowed more people to be part
of this historic event and served to bring in
fresh operators at the midpoint.
So, the team was divided into three groups:
Group 1 members would stay the entire 14
days on the island and consisted of:

Finally the breakthrough came in January
2008 and culminated mid-summer when the
USF & WS sent out a RFP (Request For
Proposal) to every radio group and
individual that had requested a Special Use
Permit to operate from Desecheo in the
previous 5-10 years. Their offer was for a

Bob, K4UEE; Gordon, WØRUN; Garry,
W8OI; Gary, K9SG; Jim, WØNB; George,
N4GRN; Steve, VE7CT, and Mike, NA5U.
Group 2 members would operate the first 7
days and consisted of:
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Glenn, WØGJ; Jerry, WB9Z; Mike, N6MZ;
Ralph, KØIR; Dick, K5AND; Gregg,
W6IZT, and John, W2GD.

Group 3 members would operate the last 7
days and consisted of:




Neil, VA7DX; Bill, N4NX; Felipe, NP4Z;
Eladio, WP3MW; Glenn, KØJGH; Grant,
K1KD, and Tim, K5AC.



For the next four months a flurry of
activities occurred, including:



















Securing a URL (www.kp5.us) and
setting up a website (thanks to
W4GKF)
Team member recruiting and
evaluation
Team
members
given
work
assignments
Obtained
medical
evacuation
insurance
Antennas designed, built, tested and
shipped
Equipment sponsors lined up,
equipment shipped
Station layout designed
Power plan devised
Financial support solicited (NCDXF
and many others)
February 12 – 26 is selected as the
dates of the operation.
A special event 1x1 callsign „K5D‟
was reserved for the operation.
Infrastructure
(Internet,
tents,
generators,
fuel
and
kitchen
supplies) planned
Provisioning food and drink to feed
25 people for 14 days (we were
responsible for feeding our team
plus five USF & WS personnel and a
group of five research personnel
Cook was hired
Reconnaissance trip to Desecheo
conducted with USF & WS in
December
Antenna sites selected and approved
by USF & WS

Camp and antennas sites swept for
UXO/UneXploded Ordinance (five
suspected sites marked)
Transportation to Desecheo is
secured
Thousands of e-mails exchanged
between team members
Periodic press releases issued by coleaders Bob, K4UEE, and Glenn,
WØGJ.
A 285-page operations manual
created.
Airline, hotel and transportation
arranged for everyone

Planning a two-week „camp out‟ might
sound pretty simple, but the logistics
involved in sheltering 15 people, feeding 25
mouths, keeping up to eight stations
operational 24/7 and keeping everyone
healthy and safe was not much different
from the challenges Peter I (3YØX) faced.
The only differences were the travel
distance involved, the expense and the
weather.
After the reconnaissance trip to Desecheo in
December and after having had a close look
at the risky landing spot and the difficult
terrain between the landing spot and the
campsite, the decision was made to use
helicopters instead of the less expensive, but
potentially dangerous, fishing boat options.
Because we had a fixed time frame, we did
not want to waste time waiting for the
„ideal‟ sea conditions. Time wasted is time
lost - and lost time is QSOs !
Putting the Plan into Action!

The first team (Group 1 & 2) arrived in
Puerto Rico on 7 February. The first order
of business was to undergo UXO
(UneXploded Ordinance) training. The next
day, while transiting to team HQ in Rincon,
they took a short side trip. A special threehour, private tour of the Arecibo space
telescope courtesy of Angel, WP3R. If you
like antennas, and most of us do…Wow!
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Many radio items such as antennas,
amplifiers, radios, filters, coax, medical
supplies etc. were shipped to Rincon in
January and held in storage. On 11
February, the day before D-Day, all of these
items were moved to the forward staging
area. Trips to Home Depot, Costco and the
grocery store completed the last-minute
shopping. Drinking water and gasoline for
the generators was delivered and the
checklists were completed

up on 20m CW and Jerry, WB9Z, on 17m
SSB. After a brief celebration, which
included the USF & WS security personnel
assigned to keep us safe, antenna work and
station set-up continued. 24 hours later we
had 10,000 QSOs in the log as we ramped
up radio operations.
14 February: Camp Desecheo is fully
operational. The operator schedule is
implemented and everyone starts the daily
routine of operating, eating, antenna and
camp maintenance and rest.
Sleeping
during the day is difficult because of the
heat.

The team met with USF & WS the night
before the start of the DXpedition for a lastminute safety briefing and Special Use
Permit signing ceremony.

The pileups were enormous! Bob, K4UEE,
a veteran of eight Top Ten Dxpeditions, said
they are some of the biggest he has ever
heard. Because Desecheo was ranked #2 in
Asia and #3 in Europe, the team was very
diligent about exploiting the openings to
Europe and Asia on every band. As the days
past, the QSO count climbed rapidly.

Operations Begin
Week 1 (12 – 18 February)

Hiring helicopters turned out to be the right
decision. The seas were high on D-Day and
most likely we would have been delayed
and certainly exhausted if we had used the
boat option.

Team Rotation
Week 2 (19 – 26 February)

The first helicopter flight with five team
members departed for Desecheo at 1240z on
12 February. During the day the seven tons
of equipment was ferried to the island,
antennas were assembled, coax run,
generators set up and power cables put in
place.
High
winds
and
passing
thunderstorms on Puerto Rico during the
day delayed several of the flights, but we
flew until sunset. Only then could the
shelters be erected, as the helicopter prop
wash would have blown them down. After
sunset the team had a quick meal and started
building the camp under the glare of
floodlights. Everyone slept well the first
night, as we were exhausted.

The Group 2/3 rotation was scheduled for
19 February and was to utilise a 32-foot
fishing boat hired for that purpose. To our
dismay a large low-pressure system to the
north and west of Desecheo began to form
and 18-foot seas were predicted for the next
48 hours. On the morning of 19 February
Bob, K4UEE, George, N4GRN and the
head of the USF & WS security team
checked the boat landing site at 0500 and
again at 1100 local time. Waves were 6-8
feet high smashing into the cove and then
crashing onto the small beach. It was
obvious that a boat landing was not only
impossible, but also potentially deadly! Bob
checked the team budget and said he could
allocate $2,000 towards the cost of hiring
another helicopter. The members of the two
teams (14 men) that were to rotate on and
off the island quickly agreed to share the
additional costs to go via helicopter. The
arrangements were made and four hours

At first light everyone was up again and
completed setting up the operations tent, a
few stations and enough antennas to get on
the air. On 13 February, our second day on
the island, at 1600z… operations began! We
put our best operators on in order to make a
good first impression. John, W2GD, opened
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later Team 2 was at the bar in Rincon and
Team 3 was either going through orientation
or already on the air.

measure is probably more indicative of our
success in giving a Desecheo QSO to those
who need it the most.

21 Februar: first re-supply boat since the
storm arrived with fresh water and fuel; we
ran the amplifiers again!

Epilogue and thanks

Our sincerest thanks to the Chiltern DX
Club (CDXC) for their kind contribution
and support of the operation!

24 February: K5D surpasses the 100,000
QSOs count. Our official goal before the
trip was 80,000 QSOs!
25 February: camp tear-down begins and
eight helicopter flights begin the process of
moving everything and everyone back to
Puerto Rico. Flights were suspended at
sundown and scheduled to resume early the
following morning. Three stations stayed on
the air the last night, and more QSOs were
crammed in to our log on the low bands.

We have been advised of the
passing of the following CDXC
members:

Camp Desecheo Breakdown 26 February

Jim Lee
Fred Bourne
Paul Homer

At sunrise on 26 February we finished
breaking camp. Radio operations were
stopped at 0939z on 40m SSB, with
K6BAG as our last contact.
Summary

The K5D Team was a very diverse group of
people representing the USA, Puerto Rico
and Canada. Every team member worked
hard to make this DXpedition a success and our final numbers and the comments
from the amateur community and from the
US Fishery & Wildlife Service were quite
positive. The QSO total was an impressive
115,787! We were delighted!
Statistics

K5D now ranks #7 among DXpeditions
based on QSOs. K5D ranks #1 for the most
QSOs on 30m. With more than 40% of the
total QSOs coming from Europe and Asia,
the team felt they had done their best to
accommodate those regions where demand
for a QSO was highest. We had a total of
32,807 unique QSOs in the log. This
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GØCGV
GØVTB
G4BXT

TI7KK ‐ Expedition to the Isla San Jose, NA‐191
Klaus Rosenplänter, DK6AO
In the autumn of 2008 DH8WR, TI7WGI
and DK6AO set out to activate the rare
IOTA group NA‐191 in Costa Rica. In
January 2009 further experienced activists
like DL2RNS, DL5YWM and DL2JRM
joined in. Most of the islands within this
IOTA‐group can only be contacted with
great difficulty or not at all. To date only
11% of the IOTA hunters had this group of
islands confirmed, as there had been only
short operation on the air from NA‐191.

24 Hours per day, by a 5 kVA diesel
generator. The antennas used were windom
and dipole antennas. In addition we used a
phased array on 30m and a vertical antenna
for 40 to 10m (I1UJX). Information into the
online logbook was entered via an Inmarsat
satellite connection by FTP directly from
the island to a server in DL, which is surely
a speciality of such an IOTA expedition!

K5MK/TI7 had been QRV in 1992 and
DK6AO/TI7 in 1994 for eight hours from
the Isla Capitan. Then there was radio
silence for 14 years from NA‐191 - until
May 2008, when TI7/DK6AO was again
QRV on Capitan. Unfortunately this
activation had to be interrupted after a few
hours (see www.dk6ao.de). As Isla Capitan
is not suitable for an activation of several
days, the „Murcielago‟ island group in the
north west of Costa Rica was considered.
This group includes several islands which
come under a national park. Our island was
the „Isla San Jose‟, which could be accessed
with a permit. After a long period of
preparation, authorisation from the nature
reserve authorities, looking for and
chartering two boats - and also the lengthy
procedure of obtaining a distinctive callsign
for the operation – all this was finally
realized from 17 - 21 April 2009.

At least one station was QRV and most of
the time two station were on the air. On the
third day our 5 kVA generator broke down,
so during the last few hours only one station
could be operated with a battery. In
particular during the day with a temperature
of 38°C and only a few shady places it
really was really hard work for the whole
crew. Especially at night we experienced
excellent conditions on 30 and 40m into
Europe and Japan. For our friends in Japan
this was a special „treat‟ because not one
single operator had worked NA‐191 before!
During the four days of radio operation on
the island we logged 7,757 QSOs (of which
approx. 65% were in CW) .

Operation

Thank you to all the participants, in
particular to the sponsors, the nature reserve
authorities and our many radio friends
around the world for this adventure on the
Isla San Jose. A very special thank you goes
to our two captains who brought us home
safely in difficult seas.

Technology
Our team had made plans to be QRV with at
least two stations, 24 hours a day. In actual
fact we were often able to be on the air with
as three stations at the same time in SSB,
CW and RTTY. We operated with various
100W
transceivers
without
power
amplifiers, seeing as the licensing
conditions did not allow that. The power
supply was guaranteed for about three days,

Klaus, DK6AO
Team leader, TI7KK
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To Russia With RF
(with apologies to James Bond)

Roger Western, G3SXW g3sxw@btinternet.com

There still seems to be little contact between
Russia and the rest of the world. There is a
cultural and language divide, but we in the
West perhaps still remember how restrictive
this country used to be for foreign travellers.
So I was intrigued to be invited to spend a
weekend near Moscow to observe the
Russian Radio Team Championship contest
in July 2009. The visa was a little more
complicated and expensive than for other
countries, requiring an „invitation‟ stage
(automatic website), but nothing to deter.
Certainly in-country freedom was unmarred,
as far as I could tell. So Russia is nowadays
quite accessible to ordinary folks.

although heavy traffic congestion did slow
things down somewhat. We then went to
RRTC HQ, a group of quite large tents in
the forest where I met many local radio
amateurs, the organisers of this contest.
Almost none of them spoke more than a few
words of English, but we managed
somehow! I can‟t complain: my Russian
consists of njet, da and wodka!
We were treated to a marvellous BBQ of
steak and fish (salmon and sturgeon...
yummy!) and I was pleasantly surprised to
note that the famous penchant for Russians
to drink vast volumes of wodka was not in
evidence. (I am trying to cut down just
now!)

The relevance of RRTC is, of course, that it
is very similar to WRTC, with which I am
involved. It is a mini-WRTC in most
respects and the Russians will host WRTC2010. They requested some prior WRTC
judging experience. Since this visit Dave,
K1ZZ, and I have agreed to take part.

Contest
This is an eight-hour Field Day event with
two-man teams, mixed mode on 40-20-1510 metres. RRTC has been running each
year for nearly 20 years and it all worked
like a well-oiled machine. First a site
manager arrives at each location (there were
18 teams this year) on the Thursday with an
army truck full of equipment, leaving the
same set of equipment for each team. As
soon as the teams arrive at their randomly
allocated locations they start setting up the
35 ft tower with gin pole with tribander
(Russian equivalent of a C3) and 40m
inverted dipole. Almost all the teams have a
tech support team, sometimes three to four
guys [That’s Russians, not antenna
supports. Ed.]. They then stay on site for the
duration, solving any problems, filling the
generator and tearing down after the contest.
Each site is on one of several clusters of
locations, all within 10-15 miles of each
other, but never less than 500 metres from
the nearest competitor. This is all on almost
completely flat and rough grassland. The

I travelled with British Midland International from London Heathrow to Moscow
Domodedovo, a four-hour flight plus three
hours forward on the clock. There was a
seat mix-up on the outbound flight, so I was
upgraded to Business. What a jolly fine
airline!
Arrival
It was hot, over 80°F, when I arrived late
afternoon. I was met by Harry, RA3AUU,
and Nodir, EY8MM, both of whom are
already on the WRTC 2010 Judges Panel,
and taken to the Globus Hotel, where I
slipped into my newly presented bright
yellow RRTC T-shirt - much cooler.
Airport, hotel, WRTC HQ and contest sites
are all within just a few miles of each other,
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height above sea level varied by no more
than a few metres, with no noticeable
sloping ground.

practice with your team mate comes to the
fore.
Log-Checking

So the organisers provide the tower,
antennas, coax, tent, tables, chairs, generator
and fuel. Rigs, switching, computers and
everything else are brought by the team.
Some tents, I noticed had fans - others an
air-con unit! We were lucky with the
weather as last year, apparently, they were
nearly flooded out by torrential rains. Each
team has two operators and two 100W
transceivers. The organisers provide a traffic
light LED system to monitor output: up to
100W green, up to 105W amber and over
110W red. The full-time referee must report
any instances of the LED turning red. Each
team also has a TX A/B blocker so that only
one transceiver can transmit at the same
time.

Within an hour or two of the end of the
contest all 18 RRTC logs had arrived at HQ,
along with the full-time stereo audio
recordings and referee reports, so the log
checkers got to work. This function was
performed by Mike, UA9PM, (Judge
Chairman) and Dima, UA4WLI (software
guru). Within the four-hour window they
had also received some 600 logs from other
contesters, all of which go into one
database. Then the cross-checking begins.
The first filter is wrongly formatted logs,
wrong columns, wrong date, impossible
clock times etc. There were a few of these
and I don‟t think they were corrected,
merely being discarded to save time. A
„virtual‟ (or „reverse‟) log is then created for
missing logs, built with QSO loggings from
submitted logs. Then callsigns and
exchanges
are
cross-matched
and
deductions with penalties are made
automatically by the software. I‟m not sure
of the cross-match percentage, but it must
have been 70% or more.

It starts at 11am and finishes at 7pm local
time. QSO rates are enormous, the winner
eventually (see below) making over 190
QSOs per hour for the whole eight hours.
Meanwhile the organisers (and I) were free
to visit sites and just relax. Each referee
sends an SMS text message each hour to
report the cumulative QSO total. This data
is automatically uploaded to a website and it
became clear within only about three hours
who was to be the eventual winner. See:
http://ozchr.srr.ru.

A list of „unique‟ QSOs then appears,
defined by RRTC as being less than three
loggings by all logs in the database. The
points for these QSOs are deducted, without
penalty. Finally, each referee error report is
checked line by line, almost all of which
have already been picked up in the data
processing. Each item not already covered
by the computer cross-match is then
investigated by a human (possibly the only
human input to the whole system) by
listening to the audio recordings. Total time
spent completing this task was only a couple
of hours, apparently.

The enormous QSO rates are much aided by
fabulous filtering systems whereby the 2nd
operator can listen on the same
antenna/coax used by the 1st operator to
transmit. I observed that this was mostly on
two different bands, but that may well have
been merely tactics to maximise QSOs, as I
was told that the RX can get to within a few
kHz of the TX frequency. So this is more
akin to „Multi-Two‟, both operators bashing
away as fast as possible, but with only one
transmit signal at a time. All transmissions
are ultra-brief, CW at about 40wpm.
Nevertheless, coordination between the two
operators is clearly essential and years of

During this contest the scoring margin
between each place on the ladder was so big
that I doubt any point deductions would
have made much difference to the final rank
order. First place was some 10% ahead of
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2nd place, who in turn was 5% ahead of 3rd.
There was only one instance amongst the 18
logs where the final score was very close.
Most entrants lost 5-6% of points in crosschecking. So you might say the efforts to
log-check were „pointless‟ – but, without
going through the process you‟d not know
that the order of finish wouldn‟t change, and
of course it adds immeasurably to
confidence in the integrity of the contest.

location
being
disadvantaged.
All
competitors must audio-record the whole
contest. I am intrigued by the idea of
changing callsign each n hours: this would
increase the competitiveness of operating
skills (faster QSO rates) and will also
reduce the national flag waving when
contesters back home get to know the
identity of „their‟ team. There are a number
of issues to be decided before next July, this
being only one of them. Zero points for
uniques (to be specified) may also be an
option. To maintain the level playing field
concept of WRTC we must work to
eliminate national support: the teams are
supposed to be anonymous!

The following morning, Sunday, all
competitors and organisers assembled at the
local concert hall (the mayor of the
Domodedovo district is also an active ham!)
for the awards ceremony. There were
several brief speeches and all competitors
were presented with a plaque memento and
the three podium- placed winners were
bedecked with medals etc. They then left for
home and I flew back to London.

Other issues are being discussed, for
example a vetting system to ensure that
referees are competent, including SO2R
experience. Then there are a hundred noncontest, organisational issues, all the way
from funding to personal help with visas
and
luggage,
to
banquets,
local
entertainment to mention but a few.

WRTC Issues
Previous WRTC events have been organised
in countries where no such team contesting
takes place. The big advantage of WRTC2010 will be that the Russians have decades
of experience of organising such events.
This RRTC merely (!) needs to be ramped
up from 18 to 50 teams, locations, referees
etc. and they will be 90% of the way there.

Meanwhile, the WRTC-2010 HQ has been
chosen and booked: the Atlas Park Hotel is
a beautiful 4-5 star resort just near
Domodedovo airport, at which all
participants will stay and all ceremonies will
take place.

Of course many other challenges need to be
met, such as hosting folks from 30+
countries who need tourist assistance,
tweaking log-checking software to match
WRTC rules, and so forth. The logistical
challenges rise exponentially with the
number of teams.

After the weekend in Moscow I feel
confident that WRTC-2010 is in safe hands
and will be a major success. The contesting
world will learn a great deal from their
Russian colleagues, especially in terms of
ultra-slick on-air operating.
Results

WRTC-2010 could therefore break new
ground in several specific but important
ways. Firstly, the major advantage over
previous years will be that no competitor
will be able to shout „foul‟ about their

After log-checking these were the published
results for RRTC-2009:
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Rank Team

QSOs Mults Score
‘000
1 RW3QC – RN3QO
1,422
480
683
2 RW1AC – RA1AIP
1,404
469
658
3 RV3BA – RA3CO
1,333
454
605
4 UA3DPX – RL3FT
1,329
440
585
5 RA4LW – RW4WR
1,253
445
558
6 UA3QDX – RK3QS
1,305
416
543
7 UA9ONJ – RW9OW
1,295
400
518
8 RN4WA – RA9CKQ
1,258
410
516
9 UA9CLB – UA9CDC 1,153
445
513
10 RW6HA – RW6HX
1,272
385
490
11 UA9SP – UA9TQ
1,175
393
462
12 RZ9AR – RA9AA
1,107
384
425
13 RU4HP – UA4HOX
1,202
351
422
14 RA1AR – RV1CC
1,171
356
417
15 RA3TT – UA3TU
1.031
371
383
16 RW3TA – RA3TYL
1,021
374
382
17 RA3MF – RX9UL/3
804
299
240
18 RN4AT – RW4AO
767
287
220

CW = 68.3%, SSB = 31.7%
QSOs deducted in log checking = 5.4%
Special callsigns were allocated for RRTC:
R33 plus two letters. This callsign changed
each two hours, starting with an empty log
each time. Calls were R33CA-CR, R33BABR, R33FA-FR, R33DA-DR. The three-

letter exchange also changed every two
hours. Calls and 3-letter codes were kept in
a sealed envelope and handed to the team by
the referee ten minutes before the start of
the contest.

HF DX Challenge September 2009
CDXC member Gary, ZL2IFB, has come up with an idea for stimulating HF operation
during September and is modelling it on the successful format of the CDXC LF
Challenge. This year is a trial run by Gary and if it is successful then maybe we will
make it an official annual CDXC event.
The Challenge runs from 0000 UTC on 1 September to 2359 UTC on 30 September.
Bands are 15m to 4m inclusive and any mode is permitted. Full rules are on Gary‟s
website at
www.g4ifb.com/html/hf_dx_challenge.html
The CDXC Committee welcomes Gary‟s initiative and Michael, G7VJR, has offered to
make Clublog available to support this event. So get on and light up the HF bands!
For further information contact Gary, ZL2IFB, at Gary@g4ifb.com.
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The Growth of Contesting
Roger Western, G3SXW

The competitive aspects of our wonderful
hobby drive enthusiasm and technological
innovation. Not just contesting but also
award chasing, especially DXCC, are at the
heart of amateur radio for large numbers of
us. The drive to do better than others or than
our own previous achievements is
uppermost for many. This is healthy and is
even, it might be said, a major attraction for
newcomers to the hobby.

course, computer logging and broadband
Internet have surely contributed to this
growth, along with clever robots to receive
those logs: the process of submitting a
contest entry is now almost trivial. But this
surely cannot account for all this huge
growth. And let‟s not forget the fact that we
hear more and more activity on the contest
bands these days and all-time records are
being broken: empirical proof!

Anyone tuning the HF bands during a major
contest hears a hive of activity. Long-term
contesters note that the level of activity has
increased rapidly in recent years. And this
despite zero sunspots and poor propagation.
Yet records keep being broken each year.
How? Over the years operating has become
snappier so that these days a contact is often
completed in a very few seconds with high
efficiency and few pleasantries. This leaves
time to complete even more contacts. In
most of these major events you can never
work them all, but there remains plenty of
potential to find new stations who are not
already in the log, so the quicker you can
work them the sooner you can go off and
hunt down the next one. The bands are often
still crowded to bursting point with contest
signals and contacts are being completed
faster: this can only mean that more and
more contacts are being logged, hence those
records continue to be broken year after
year.

The Contests

How much growth has there been in
contesting? One factual dynamic that is easy
to measure is the number of contesters who
submit a log when the contest is finished.
This is not the whole story by any means,
but it does paint a part of the picture: the
number of logs sent to the contest sponsor
of the biggest 17 annual events has nearly
doubled in the past decade. Yes, an
astonishing figure: nearly doubled! Of

RTTY Single-Mode:

Data has been collected to measure this
simple dynamic: the number of logs
submitted to the biggest 17 annual contests
for the past 10 years is shown below. These
are all HF contests:
CW Single-Mode:

ARRL DX: February
CQ WPX: May
JARL All Asia: CW June
DARC Worked All Europe: August
CQ World Wide: November
SSB Single-Mode:

CQ WPX: March
ARRL DX: March
DARC WAE: September
JARL All Asia: September
CQ World Wide, October

ARRL DX: January
CQ WPX: February
CQ World Wide, September
DARC WAE: November
Multi-mode:

Russian DX: March
IARU HF: July
28

RSGB IOTA: July

CW Contests

This makes five CW-only contests, five
SSB, four RTTY and three multi-mode for a
total of 17.

CQ WW has always been the biggest CW
contest and has achieved consistent growth,
as has WPX. The other three have struggled
to find regular growth, but all have leapt
significantly in 2008. This bumper year
contributes to the healthy growth in the past
ten years of 52% for all five contests
together.

In raw terms CQ WW attracts by far the
biggest number of logs, followed by CQ
WPX. But the biggest growth rates over the
past decade are to be seen with RTTY and
multi-mode contests. These have both
nearly trebled during the most recent
sunspot cycle: really astonishing growth.

+%
49
85
23
84
53
52

WW
WPX
ARRL
WAE
AA
ALL

„08
5,272
3,148
2,688
1,026
1,151
13,285

„07
4,725
2,516
2,281
821
984
11,327

„06
4,402
2,289
2,549
731
928
10,899

„05
4,100
2,166
2,567
782
942
10,557

„04
4,040
1,952
2,680
875
927
10,474

„03
4,152
1,776
2,349
728
883
9,888

„02
3,800
1,819
2,384
598
861
9,462

„01
3,400
1,768
2,420
620
844
9,052

„00
3,676
1,614
2,285
436
819
8,830

„99
3,550
1,700
2,178
558
751
8,737

SSB Contests
more than 80% over ten years ago. WAE
shows strong growth, especially in 2008,
whereas AA struggles to maintain impetus.
ARRL is static. Overall these five contests
show lower growth than CW, which has
again overtaken SSB in terms of number of
logs submitted.

The pattern with SSB contests is similar to
CW in some ways. WW is the biggest
contest, but with slower growth than CW. In
fact there was no growth in 2008, whereas
CQ WW CW grew substantially. WPX
remains the second biggest contest, as on
CW, and with the same healthy growth of
+%
25
86
7
87
25
38

WW
WPX
ARRL
WAE
AA
ALL

„08
5,021
3,728
2,056
916
756
12,477

„07
5,040
3,077
2,164
695
823
11,798

„06
4,374
2,837
2,221
617
678
10,727

„05
4,430
2,540
2,057
536
523
10,086

„04
4,300
2,347
2,267
771
618
10,303

„03
4,093
2,516
2,261
660
737
10,267

„02
4,100
2,189
2,286
620
658
9,853

„01
3,970
2,175
2,221
569
643
9,578

„00
4,001
2,107
2,171
500
698
9,476

„99
4,025
2,005
1,924
491
604
9,049

RTTY Contests
Here we witness quite extraordinary growth
in all four major RTTY contests. Whereas
these events used to be only one quarter the
size of CW and SSB contests, they are
catching up and now constitute nearly one
half. ARRL‟s comparatively sluggish

growth on CW and SSB is outstripped by its
RTTY performance, nearly doubling over
the past decade. The other three have
increased over threefold, with especially
large uplifts in 2008.
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.
+%
226
243
94
340
201

WW
WPX
ARRL
WAE
ALL

„08
2,124
1,846
1,234
946
6,150

„07
1,778
1,697
1,111
756
5,342

„06
1,565
1,332
1,153
629
4,679

„05
1,361
1,342
922
694
4,319

„04
1,250
1,083
890
638
3,961

„03
1,140
853
726
537
3,256

„02
810
635
563
306
2,314

„01
760
662
666
272
2,360

„00
705
582
499
250
2,036

„99
652
538
637
215
2,042

Mixed-Mode Contests
grown by a staggering five-fold. IARU has
more than doubled and IOTA nearly
doubled. This strong growth reflects both
multi-mode and single-mode (CW and SSB)
log entries.

These three multi-mode contests, like
RTTY, have more than doubled in the past
ten years in terms of number of logs
submitted. The Russian DX contest has
+%
124
95
396
171

IARU
IOTA
RRDX
ALL

„08
3,418
1,950
3,265
8,633

„07
3,200
1,899
3,060
8,159

„06
2,850
1,525
2,863
7,238

„05
2,404
1,349
2,435
6,188

„04
2,108
1,086
1,898
5,092

„03
1,892
1,170
1,563
4,625

„02
1,690
1,263
1,271
4,224

„01
1,919
1,001
1,187
4,107

„00
1,704
999
830
3,533

„99
1,523
1,001
658
3,182

All 17 Contests
times. This is matched by the breaking of
individual records, so it is not just number
of log entries but also on-air participation
which is driving this extraordinary growth.

Overall these 17 major contests have nearly
doubled in the last decade and are showing
healthy 10% growth year-on-year in recent
+%
76

ALL

„08
40,545

„07
36,626

„06
33,543

„05
31,150

„04
29,730

Conclusion
The only conclusion that may be drawn
from this brief analysis is that HF contesting
is alive and well across all of the major
events and across all modes. ARRL DX is
growing more slowly than the rest and
RRDX is powering ahead. CQ WW and
WPX maintain their dominance, but others
are now catching up.
This must be good news for amateur radio
as a whole: contesting is leading the way
and is a significant attraction for newcomers
to the hobby.
[Also published in the National Contest
Journal, USA.]

30

„03
28,036

„02
25,853
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Questionable Tactics Again
Roger Western, G3SXW
This is a shabby tactic. And for what? Do
these DXpedition organisers honestly
believe that they will earn many extra
dollars in this way? It is my contention that
any such extra income is a drop in the ocean
of their budget, so they lose enormous
image and respect for tiny gain. If they
believe that it earns them more than an
inconsequential amount, then their numbers
are flawed.

After VP6DX and K5D we now hear that
Midway, K4M, will adopt the same
questionable tactics in an attempt to squeeze
more cash out of DXers to pay for their
DXpedition: only those who have donated
cash before the DXpedition will get LoTW
uploads right away, others must wait up to
one year. Not only does this bring the noble
art of DXpeditioning into disrepute, but in
practice surely it does little to harvest extra
dollars. Is there any evidence to support this
scurrilous tactic?

Only 20% of the QSOs in the LoTW database result in a two-way match. Many
(most?) of these are in parallel with a paper
QSL card: DX chasers covet their paper
QSL, especially from major DXpeditions.
Finally, only a proportion of DXCC chasers
are in a big hurry, others will reluctantly
wait a few extra months if they have to. So,
in the final analysis what proportion of DX
chasers are a) LoTW collectors; b) in a
hurry for their LoTW confirmation, and c)
are prepared to „buy‟ it? That proportion, I
would suggest, is far smaller than the big
majority who are NOT LoTW chasers or
NOT in a hurry and/or are NOT prepared to
„buy‟ it. This large latter group might see
this modern tactic as at best unpleasant and
at worst downright nasty.

Many DXers subscribe to the theory: “If
you can‟t afford it, then don‟t go”. OK, but
let‟s be reasonable: some target locations
are horrendously expensive to reach and
there is clamouring demand from ravenous
DX chasers, so some degree of financial
support may be appropriate in those few
exceptional cases. But these headlinemaking large DXpeditions are generating a
modern trend of extortion that is fast being
seen as the normal modus operandi. It flies
seriously in the face of true-blue DXing:
this is a HOBBY.
Club Sponsorship
Six out of twelve web sub-pages on the
K4M website are concerned with raising
money and „you can contribute‟ is peppered
throughout the website. Meanwhile the
financial budgets are kept entirely secret!
They say that RSGB has donated „$750 and
higher‟, CDXC and GMDX have each
contributed „$250 and higher‟. This equates
to something like £800-900 from the UK. I
am a member of all three clubs and have
dutifully paid my annual subscriptions to
them all. It is MY money that is being
allocated to the Midway project, yet I am
now being arm-twisted into also sending a
personal donation.

The latest Midway pronouncement is that
individual cash sponsors will get their
LoTW confirmation right away, others have
to wait for up to one year. The same
announcement was made about Desecheo,
K5D. But hang on: what about the members
of clubs who have provided big chunks of
cash – why should they have to wait?
Conditions
Club sponsors quite rightly attach
conditions to their financial sponsorship.
For example, they insist on a postDXpedition article for their club magazine.
Apparently to actually get these articles is
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often like squeezing blood from a stone:
organisers of sponsored DXpeditions
happily accept the cash, but are reluctant to
meet their conditions.

organisers have adopted this tactic so jump
on the band-wagon.
It is a slippery slope. Reverse logic could
come into play: firstly how much cash can
we raise? Then let‟s decide where we can go
and how many helicopter rides we can
afford, after we have divined what WE
consider to be an acceptable donation by
each operator? DXing is becoming cashdriven. This thinking is already bleeding out
into smaller DXpeditions, sitting beside
their 5-star swimming pool which honest
DX chasers are expected to pay for.

A condition is often attached that QSLing
be undertaken within an acceptable time
after the DXpedition. Under-handed
DXpedition organisers pretend that their
QSL cards have been delayed at the printer.
We all know that these days cards can be
designed, printed, delivered and replies can
start to flow within four weeks of getting
home, so long as sufficient priority is given
to this activity.

In order to bring this undesirable situation
back under control I suggest that:

So surely it is now appropriate to attach a
condition that LoTW upload also be
completed within a short time. In practice
this could be a few days, but let‟s allow
some leeway for log-merging and
overcoming IT glitches. Let‟s say one
month? That is plenty to sort out the
problems.
Finally, what about those DXpeditions
which do not later meet their conditions?
Simple: the individual organisers are not
eligible for financial sponsorship on any
future DXpeditions. This could be extended
to cover ALL operators, not just the leaders,
so as to encourage peer pressure within the
team. Better still clubs could pledge money,
but not pay it until the conditions have been
met. The DXpedition needs cash up-front to
make the project work. Well, sorry, but
these recent major DXpeditions have
brought it upon themselves: in future we
could expect them to provide their own
cash-flow. Pledges could be used against
which to raise loans which will be paid off
by club donations, transferred only after
conditions have been met.



Individual donors should never be
inveigled into donating. Let‟s return
to the days when a $5 bill is
enclosed entirely at the wish of the
donor without any questionable-type
tactics.



Clubs should only sponsor major
DXpeditions who cannot avoid
extreme costs to mount their
projects. They would restrict their
money to 2-3 DXpeditions per year,
excluding those which can be
achieved with scheduled airlines and
hotels, costs for which must be paid
entirely by the operators.



Any residual money should be
donated by clubs to deserving longterm residents in rare countries, in
parallel with the likes of the CDXC
Local Heroes Award. A beam or
amplifier sent to such a (semi-)rare
country could do far more good to
support the dreams of DXers than
the encouraging of extra band-points
for the Big Guns.



Financial contributions to major
DXpeditions should carry stringent
conditions and cash transferred only
after those conditions have been met.

The Future?
Most concerning is the trend. This is no
longer a one-off problem, it is becoming
„normal practice‟. Those without moral
scruples see that previous DXpedition
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Action?

3: Money-grabbing DXpeditioners be
eschewed by DXers: no individual
donations should be sent to those
DXpeditions which employ questionable
tactics.

1: Committees of sponsoring clubs review
their policies and consider the long-term
effects of this slippery slope situation.

4: Costly DXpeditions which attract
financial contributions publish their
accounts.

2: Individual members of these clubs
demand that new, tougher policies be
implemented so that their subscription
money is spent in moral ways.

_____________________________________________________________________

How much has LoTW influenced DXped QSL volumes?
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF

Common sense tells us that the volume of
QSLs received following DXpeditions is
falling from the ever wider use of the
ARRL‟s excellent Logbook of the World
(LoTW). There is a very healthy and
positive trend towards DXpeditions uploading their logs to LoTW soon after they
return home. Some adventurous DXpeditions are even uploading their logs live
to LoTW during the operation. This is all
very credit-worthy and is much appreciated
by DXers the world over.

direct QSLs received for DXpeditions
which are included in G3TXF‟s QSO/QSL
database. The QSO/QSL Database currently
contains over 450,000 QSOs and is used to
generate all DX trip QSL labels. All QSLing
activity is also recorded in detail in the
database.
The period covered by the analysis is from
October 1999 (FG/G3TXF from Les
Saintes) through to the May 2009 (YS1G,
the G7VJR and MDØCCE operation from
El Salvador). The database records the
numbers of direct QSLs sent/received,
Bureau QSLs sent/received, as well as
Bureau cards requested by e-mail. The tenyear period covered includes several major
multi-op DXpeditions and a number of
smaller trips. In order to maintain
consistency across the data, some very small
DX trips to relatively common locations
have been excluded. Also DXpeditions
which were „pure contest‟ operations (eg
J3G, MZ5A and OX5AA) were also
excluded. Contest operations typically
attract a lower percentage of QSL requests
because many of the stations worked are
contest-only stations who do not typically
generate QSL requests. Having suitably
trimmed the data, there are over 20
operations left on which to try to assess the

The only area where there is still perhaps
some deliberate foot-dragging when it
comes to uploading DXpedition logs to
LoTW is with some major operations (and a
few QSL managers) who are seemingly
QSL-dollar driven and who therefore (much
to the irritation of many) hold back on, or
unnecessarily delay, the uploading their logs
to LoTW. This is a separate topic area on
LoTW worthy of discussion and debate
elsewhere. Meanwhile this article focuses
on trying to measure the impact of LoTW
on incoming QSL volumes.
QSO/QSL Database
Spurred on by a recent exchange of e-mails
on this topic with Roger, G3SXW, an
analysis has been made of the number of
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impact of LoTW on incoming direct QSL
volumes.

be a clear downward trend in the percentage
of direct QSLs received, and the assumption
is that this is due almost entirely to LoTW.

Highest and lowest
Roll on LoTW and long live QSLs!
The table shows the date of the DXpedition,
the callsign and the percentage of QSOs for
which a direct QSL was requested. The
highest figure (35%) was achieved by the
G3SXW/G3TXF two-man operation from
Cameroun as TJ3G in March 2004. The next
highest was a small IOTA operation
(V63TXF/P) which generated 27.7% of
direct requests. Interestingly these are both
higher than the 24.9% achieved by the
January 2008 FJ/G3TXF from the then
relatively new DXCC entity of St
Barthélémy. It could perhaps already be
argued, on the basis of that FJ percentage
alone, that there is an obvious downward
trend in direct QSLs as a result of LoTW.

The introduction of LoTW by the ARRL
has been a highly significant and positive
event for DXing and DXers worldwide. The
equivalent, but on a smaller scale, in CQ
WW contesting was the advent of K1EA‟s
CT logging program in the late 80s/early
90s. The reduction in the demand and the
need for direct QSLs resulting from LoTW
is no bad thing. It allows those who do not
wish to collect QSLs to still obtain credit for
the new DXCC entity worked. However,
LoTW also allows those who still wish to
collect cards to put in more time and to
better focus resources in doing so. For many
DXers the QSL card still remains a valuable
collectors‟ item, even though it is no longer
essential for claiming a DXCC entity or a
new band-point for the DXCC challenge.
DXpeditions, large and small, should never
be allowed to get away with „no QSLs pse!‟
just because LoTW is available.

However, a downward trend is indeed
clearly illustrated by applying a simple
linear trend line to the data recorded over
the ten-year period. This is seen from the
graph. The trend line shows a fall from
about 26% Direct QSLs received to about
16% over the decade. Although there are
possibly other factors at play here too, the
overriding reason for the decrease in
incoming direct QSLs is certainly LoTW.
These figures are based on all QSOs
worldwide in the database. However, the
fall-off in direct QSL requests from DXers
in the USA is probably even greater than the
world average shown here.

The analysis in this article has tried to
measure the impact of LoTW on direct
QSLing based on a real QSL database over
a decade. The conclusion is that direct
QSLing has dropped off considerably over
the past ten years due mainly to LoTW. As
to the future, it could be assumed that the
decline in the demand for DXpedition direct
QSLs will flatten off. However, we‟ll need
to go on several more DXpeditions in the
coming years and then record the resulting
QSL activity in the database to check
whether the hypothesis is correct!

Other QSO databases with a different mix
of DXpeditions would no doubt give
interesting figures, but there does appear to

Month
Oct-99
Oct-99
Jan-00
May-00
May-01
Sep-01
Mar-03
Aug-03

Callsign
FG/G3TXF
VP2V/G3TXF
S79TXF
FW/G3TXF
VK9CXF
ZL7/G3TXF
FS/G3TXF/p
V63TXF
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Directs
19.7%
19.8%
23.4%
25.6%
25.0%
25.7%
19.0%
22.4%

Aug-03
Mar-04
Oct-04
Sep-05
Jan-06
Jan-07
May-07
Jan-08
Mar-08
Apr-08
Mar-09
Mar-09
Apr-09
May-09

V63TXF/p
TJ3G
P29XF
C21XF
FH/G3TXF
3B9/G3TXF
FY/G3TXF
FJ/G3TXF
VQ5XF
YK9G
FK/G3TXF
YJ0TXF
VK9N/G3TXF
YS1G

27.7%
35.0%
21.0%
26.0%
22.2%
16.3%
10.7%
24.9%
12.6%
16.9%
14.1%
16.4%
14.1%
15.1%

_____________________________________________________________________

Contest University UK 2009
Mark Haynes, MØDXR

The Contest University programme,
sponsored by ICOM, has been running now
for a little over two years. Launched at the
Dayton Hamvention in 2007, Contest
University‟s (or CTU‟s) main objective is to
provide a means of learning for wannabe
contesters and newly licenced radio
amateurs. It also provides a means of
learning secrets and tips for the experienced
contester, therefore making it a programme
of potential interest for many hams.

Contest University was developed by Tim
Duffy, K3LR, who realised the need for
such a programme. The first CTU in 2007
was extremely successful and has been
running every year since with increasing
interest. Last year I decided to run a similar
event and the HF Convention seemed to be
a logical choice of venue. We had presenters
(professors), most of whom are CDXC
members, covering a wide range of topics.
This year the programme is being tweaked
slightly to meet feedback received from the
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previous events - and sessions will be
divided between Presentations (referred to
as Multi-Sessions) and Interactive Q & A
Sessions (Short Groups). This will allow
students to learn and then apply this to their
own scenarios, and a dedicated session is
provided to ask questions of the experts, and
even have a group discussion around others‟
experiences.

In 2008 we had 125 unique participants, 50
of whom qualified for a certificate (for
attending at least four of the sessions). All
presentations proved popular, with the
allocated room experiencing an overflow!
So this year we will divide into two rooms,
one of which will be larger than before. The
programme, taking place on the Saturday of
the RSGB Convention, 10 October, is
planned as follows (see the RSGB
Convention website for the exact times):

Opening Ceremony
Opening Ceremony

MØDXR, K3LR, Ian Lockyer

Multi Sessions

Building a Successful Contest Station
Field Day and Portable Contesting
Contesting for Beginners
Introduction to Contest Antenna Applications
Logging Software for Contesting
SO2R Technology and Techniques
DXpedition Contesting
Getting Started in RTTY Contesting
Hints and Kinks for Contesters

K3LR
G4BUO
GØMTN
GØKYA/G3UFY
tba
G3BJ
G4IRN
G3LDI
G4TSH

Small Groups

The IOTA Contest
CQ WW Contest and WRC
Getting Started in Contesting
Antennas and Propagation
Station Design
VHF Contesting
Contest Adjudication: Behind the Scenes

If you feel your local radio club could
benefit from such a programme, please
spread the word. There is no charge above
the entrance fee for the RSGB Convention,
and attendees will receive a free pack
containing all presentation material and
much more (prepared by ICOM UK). Also,
receive your free certificate of graduation
from Contest University by attending at
least four of the sessions (these will be

G3XTT
G3SXW
GØMTN
GØKYA/G3UFY
G6PZ
G4PIQ
MMØBQI

presented at the end of the day). Visit
www.contestuniversity.com for info and
updates. I hope to see many of you there!
73 Mark Haynes, MØDXR
CTU UK Director
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The G5RP Trophy
John Gould, G3WKL

A short history of this trophy was carried in
the January 2009 issue of the CDXC Digest
in a news item about the trophy‟s award for
2008 to Tim Beaumont, MØURX. To
recap, some years ago the Vale of White
Horse Amateur Radio Society decided to
commemorate its late chairman, Ted Wake,
G5RP, by sponsoring a trophy for
recognition of significant achievement made
by newcomers to the field of HF DXing.
The terms of the trophy were thus framed as
„The greatest progress in the DX Field made
by an RSGB member resident in the UK
during the 12-month period July – June‟.

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Stuart Heathcock, M1SMH
Katie Filmer, M3XPO
not awarded
Michael Wells, G7VJR
Tim Beaumont, MØURX

Whilst a number of nominations were
received in 2006, no award was made – we
do aim to maintain the status of the trophy
as one that truly reflects its citation. It is
interesting to see that the trophy is
achieving its intended purpose of giving
recognition to up-and-coming DXers, and
encouraging them to do greater and better
things in this area of our hobby.

These words were chosen in order to focus
on newcomers to HF DXing at the end of
their first good year, when they have piled
on a lot of countries (or whatever other
measure applies). It‟s important to realise
that this award isn‟t limited to those newly
licensed, as getting the HF DXing „bug‟ can
and does happen at different times in our
hobby. The term „greatest progress‟ can also
be judged in a variety of ways, where
„recent and rapid‟ achievement is key,
although of course much is up to individual
merit.

The
problem
with
2006
perhaps
demonstrated the importance of nominating
someone at the right time, which is after the
individual
has
demonstrated
real
achievement, rather than merely showing
promise. Often we find that nominations are
a little early, so timing is everything as one
can hardly argue a case for „recent and
rapid‟ progress beyond, perhaps, a
subsequent nomination if the first is
unsuccessful. Thus the trophy is unlikely to
be give to a more established HF DXer.

The RSGB manage the award of the trophy
along with a representative of the
sponsoring club. The trophy has often been
presented during the DX Dinner at the
RSGB‟s HF Convention, normally to the
winner‟s surprise and pleasure. In addition
to its current holder, in the recent past is has
been awarded to

There is never a shortage of suitable
candidates, but nominations are sometimes
not forthcoming. So if you know of
someone who deserves recognition and
encouragement in HF DXing, now is the
time to put in a nomination. These should
be sent to John Gould, G3WKL, RSGB HF
Manager, QTHR or by e-mail (preferred) to
g3wkl@btinternet.com to arrive no later
than Friday, 11 September. Remember to
base the nomination on the person‟s
achievements between July 2008 – June
2009 for this year‟s trophy.

2001 Dominic Smith, MØBLF
2002 Robert Morgan, MØTTT
2003 Richard Pollard, MØRJP
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My first trip to the CDXC AGM & Summer Social (2009)
Tony Sedman, G3LAA

tony.sedman@boltblue.com

To attend or not to attend the AGM?

As a fairly new recruit to the prestigious
CDXC I thought that other members may
like to read a little about my radio
background and how it was that I became a
member of CDXC.

Then came notice of the CDXC Summer
Social hosted by Neville Cheadle, G3NUG,
near Leominster. Normally I would not have
been able to attend because for three months
of the summer I am out in the blue sailing
around the Baltic, Skagerrak and Kattegat in
my sailing boat. This year would be an ideal
time to attempt an attendance when I could
meet other CDXC members - and all at the
height of the summer season too!

I first qualified as a radio amateur in 1956,
spent eight years at sea as a radio electronics
officer - including time as a radio operator
at Portishead Radio, GKA, communicating
with international shipping in the farthest
oceans, seas and tidal reaches of the world.
After some years of study I got a degree in
technology and it wasn‟t until the mid1990s that I found the time to return to
amateur radio. It was then that I had QSL
cards from the rarer IOTA stations returned
to me via one of the CDXC Committee
members together with a brief note
explaining the aims and objectives of the
organisation. On a very few occasions I emailed the RSGB‟s RadCom magazine
querying the identification of some obscure
callsign and was impressed with the
courteous replies I received.

I could even drive the 90 miles in my
fabulous one-owner 1964 MGB roadster,
the engine of which has been discretely
modified by Oselli engineering. Now
capable of horrendous speeds and giving me
a jail sentence, I‟d also had the braking
system upgraded.
Anyway, to attend or not to attend? It would
all depend on the weather. Neville said it
would be fine on the day, but then I wasn‟t
so sure seeing as my amateur meteorological station indicated otherwise. So much
so that I contacted HQ to say that I wouldn‟t
be coming. On the day, however, the
forecast for Herefordshire was fine, with
rain developing in the late afternoon, so I
changed my mind again and sent another email to say that I would be coming after all.

In the end I was given the website addresses
of QRZ.com and Buckmaster‟s Worldwide
Hamcall, both of which I‟d never heard of.
But then many CDXC members may never
have heard of GBMS, AMVERS,
NAVEAMS and the Q codes „QRC?‟ and
„QUM‟, to name but two of more than 100
which had to be learnt, quite apart from all
the technical stuff.

Planning the route
This would also be an ideal opportunity to
try out Tom Tom. The problem was the
power supply system, as my MGB is
positive earth and had no cigar lighter fitted
(I didn‟t want to use the internal Tom Tom
battery). Fortunately I had a spare 12V
accumulator which I managed to locate in
the passenger‟s footwall space and wired
Tom Tom up directly - problem solved!

For the benefit of the curious I have 104
IOTAs confirmed and another 107 still to be
confirmed. As for DXCC: I have 256
unconfirmed - it‟s just that I haven‟t yet got
round to approaching the DXCC
checkpoints. A „Not got around to it yet‟
award instead, perhaps?
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Next I entered the postal address „Lower
Withers Barns‟, which Tom Tom did not
recognise, so I then tried Middleton on the
Hill together with the postal code, which
was accepted. The journey northwards,
mainly on motorways, was uneventful and
as I got closer to Neville‟s‟ QTH the roads
became more rural, with high hedges over
which I could not see. Never mind, just
follow Tom Tom‟s mapping and verbal
instructions. Then at the very summit of a
hill with magnificent all-round views Tom
Tom announced that „you have arrived at
your destination‟. And there I was, sure
enough on top of The Hill, in splendid
isolation, completely lost - with neither a
soul nor a dwelling in sight.

(the hamburgers with chilli sauce were
delicious...) and to meet some CDXCers.

Fortunately I had my mobile with me, so I
phoned Neville, got through to Trish, who
couldn‟t place my position at the crossroads
on top of The Hill - and so on came Neville
with very precise directions. Then a cross
country, with very narrow lanes, tall hedges
and a few isolated farmhouses - and I still
couldn‟t find Lower Withers Barns. Luckily
there was a private house in the vicinity
with a notice on the gate „Beware of the
Dog’.

There was also John Butcher, G3LAS,
whose callsign sometimes gets mixed up
with mine [G3LAA] at the RSGB QSL
Bureau. Other interesting callsigns were
Cyprus and the Isle Of Man. I‟ve been
listening for a GD or MD call for years and
this is one IOTA which eludes me. I have
heard an MD on occasions, but when the
pile-up begins, I can‟t get off the air quick
enough.

There was one young man whose callsign I
cannot recall who had a degree in physics,
but had recently passed the selection board
to read medicine. He must be a brilliant
chap, I thought. I didn‟t ask how his Morse
was, but then this kind of skill comes only
with persistence. Then there was EA6/G...
together with XYL, who occasionally
operates from one of the Balearic Islands.
Nearby another member whose callsign I
cannot recall who had driven from the
Torquay area and who had used Lat and
Long coordinates entered into a GPS to find
the AGM location.

The Draw for the Raffle
I approached the gate and very large dog
started barking. I am standing at the gate as
a man appears from the house with friendly
body language and, in reply to my question,
directs me to “Just down the road, turn right
and after 100 yards you will see Lower
Withers Barns”. I drove down the road,
turned right and after a few hundred yards
still couldn‟t find the address. Feeling
incredibly stupid, I retraced my route and
there in front of me was the sign in large
letters: „Lower Withers Barns‟ at last! The
sign is visible in one direction only and on
the first pass I had missed it. I‟m pilot and
navigator, but not very good at both
simultaneously!

Just as the cumulus clouds were building up
to form stratus and the first few drops of
rain began to fall, the Raffle Draw was
announced. The person who buys the most
tickets stands the greater chance of winning,
and as I had only the minimum number I
stood little chance of winning anything.
Finally came the draw for the Star Prize. By
this time my thoughts were focussing on the
journey back to Somerset. You can imagine
my amazement when the Star Prize raffle
number was called out: it was mine and I
could hardly believe it! I was stunned for a
few moments, seeing as the winning number
was called out once more. Checking the
number again I walked up to claim the FT450AT. Neville was quite right: it had
turned out to be a really nice day after all!

CDXC AGM and Summer Social 2009
By then the AGM had passed and the Social
was well under way, so time for a bite to eat

73 Tony Sedman, G3LAA
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IOTA News

Update of data in IOTA Directory (2009 edition)
New IOTA reference numbers issued
NA-233
NA-239

KL Delarof Islands, Aleutian Islands (Alaska)
KL Northern Alaska Peninsula East group (Alaska)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
EU-162

RZ3AMW/1

Ryashkov Island (June/July 2009)

NA-129
NA-185
NA-185
NA-233
NA-239

VC8B
K9AJ/VY0
KD6WW/VY0
KL7RRC/P
N6PYN/KL7

Banks Island (July 2009)
Thomson Island (July/August 2009)
Thomson Island (July/August 2009)
Ogliuga Island, Delarof Islands (June 2009)
Seal Islands (July 2009)

OC-162

H44MY

Stirling Island, Shortland Islands (June 2009)

Note: This list includes operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.

Roger Balister, G3KMA
RSGB IOTA Manager
20 August 2009
Email: IOTA_HQ@rsgb.org.uk
Personal website: www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com
RSGB IOTA website: www.rsgbiota.org
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The RTTY Column
Phil Cooper, GUØSUP

pcooper@guernsey.net
Usually, they will ask something like „PSE
RPT QTC 1‟, in which case, there will be
some key-press combination that will send
just that one line. In Writelog, it is the Fkeys that are active while this window is
open, and you just press the corresponding F
key, so F1 for QTC 1 etc. It is often good
practice to send the line twice, just to make
sure it is received clearly.

Over the past few weeks the reflectors have
been carrying some discussion about the
DARC WAE contests... you know, the ones
with QTCs. With the WAEDC RTTY
contest coming up on 14-15 November,
maybe now is a good time to get you
thinking about the contest. QTCs are one of
those „love „em or hate „em‟ things, but the
simple fact is that if you really want to have
a go at these contests, you do need to make
the most of QTCs.

If you watch some QSOs going on, you will
often see PSE RPT QTC 4, and the other
station then sends all 10 QTCs again! Not
good, and a complete waste of time. So,
please check your software help files, and
find out how to do this.

There are differences between CW/SSB and
the RTTY legs of the contests in that with
RTTY you are allowed to send or receive
QTCs with anyone not on your own
continent. Some people argue that it is
easier to send, rather than to receive, and in
some ways it is. But most folk get into
difficulties when asked to repeat one or
more QTCs.

Regarding receiving, if you get all 10 first
time round, great, but if you need repeats
ask for them one at a time. I‟d suggest that
if you have anything up to five lines of
corrupt data, ask for them singly, and make
sure you get it right before proceeding. If
you have more than five that need repeats,
then ask ALL AGN PLS.

I would assume that many of you have some
sort of contesting software available to you,
and these usually make handling QTC
traffic simple. Writelog, N1MM, MixW,
RCKLog and WinTest all have the ability to
take the hassle out of sending or receiving
QTCs to the point where it is a simple case
of clicking on the data. I‟m not going to get
into a master class on „how to‟ here, as I
don‟t know all the intricacies of programs
other than Writelog. But, in most you will
have a key-press combination to bring up
the QTC window, one for sending, and
another for receiving. Most, like Writelog,
will give you the ability to click on each
part of the data, or line of data, and enter it
into the correct field when receiving. For
sending it is simply a case of starting the
transmission, and the software will send all
10 QTCs in one go.

I‟m not sure about N1MM, but Writelog
highlights the WHOLE line of data once it
is complete. This enables you to click
anywhere in the line and get the complete
line entered in one go. This is neat and tidy and usually works well - but please watch
what is printing, as it can highlight corrupt
data. The QTC data will look like this:
0241-WA1S-025
0242-WD4LYV-001
0243-AB1J-034
0243-KR4F-072
0244-KA4RRU-007
PWRRAW7CT-022
0245-W2DXE-017
0246-W1BYH-062
0247-K9MUG/4-103
0248-DP9A-148

So far so good, but what happens when you
are sending the QTC traffic, and the other
station comes back and asks for a repeat?
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So you can clearly see that line 6 is corrupt,
but this is one example where you don‟t
actually need to ask for a repeat, as the data
IS there, just not in a recognisable format.
PWRR is the time, but with letters shift
applied, so looking at the keyboard, you can
see that PWRR is 0244. The „A‟ is the
hyphen between the blocks of data, and then
you have the callsign W7CT. Just in case
you weren‟t aware, the numbers are the key
above and to the left of the letter. So 1 = Q,
2 = W, 3 = E, etc. That is why strings of
RYRYRYR come out as 4646464, and 73
shows as UE.

and then 2 more later on in the contest. To
do this with Writelog, you have to enter his
callsign, and it does show up as a dupe, but
it is not scored. If you plan to have a go, do
find some time to practice handling QTC
traffic, as it really isn‟t as difficult as it
appears to be, and it also adds greatly to
your score.
CQ WW RTTY is at the end of September,
and this is a great contest to find new
countries. There are always some nice rare
ones activated for this contest and some,
like HC8N, have great antennas, and can be
worked on 80m quite easily from G, even
with modest antennas. But don‟t bother
sitting in the pile-up for hours at the start of
the contest. Wait till the second day and you
will often find them begging for a QSO.

Writelog saves all the QTC data to a
separate file, which makes life fairly easy
after the contest. You can then quickly spot
any glaring errors or omissions that you
may have made but not noticed at the time.
This applies both to sent and received data.

Coming contests:

If you use MMTTY for RTTY contests,
then it is possible to receive QTC traffic,
although it is messy. I‟ve not found a good
way to send QTCs easily through MMTTY,
but you could do it if you were determined,
but I think your rate would suffer greatly, as
you would have to compile a data file of 10
contacts, in the correct format, and then use
the file sending ability from within
MMTTY. No, it is not an easy thing to do,
and as I said, messy!

CQ WW RTTY
Makrothen
JARTS (Japan)
WAEDC (QTC)
TARA RTTY
OK RTTY

Sep 26-27
Oct 10-11
Oct 17-18
Nov 14-15
Melee Dec 5
Dec 19

That‟s it for another issue, so 73, and good
DX!
Phil GUØSUP

The best thing to do is to practice with your
own software, and if necessary make up a
crib sheet to keep by the keyboard. If you
use Writelog you can enter 20 or more
fictitious QSOs, then enter a callsign from a
different continent, and SEND some QTCs.
Now you can use those to practice
receiving, although they won‟t highlight in
the same way.
Lastly, please note that you can only
exchange a total of 10 QTCs with any one
station. This may mean you send 5 and
receive 5, or you may get 8 from a station,
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Contest
Lee Volante, GØMTN

Contest University returns to RSGB
Convention

attending the Convention will participate
and enjoy the programme. As last year, a
certificate will be presented to CTU students
who attend a number of the events
throughout the day. There should be more
news about CTU UK from Mark, MØDXR,
himself elsewhere in the Digest.

After much success and a great deal of
interest shown last year, the Contest
University will return to the RSGB
Convention at Wyboston Lakes this
October. This year, CTU UK will take two
streams on the Saturday of the Convention,
10 October. Mark, MØDXR, has organised
a strong team of over a dozen „professors‟ to
present topics which will benefit everyone
from curious new contesters to experienced
old hands wishing to pick up some new
tactics.

RSGB Convention

If you‟ve not had your fill of contesting on
the Saturday of the Convention, the Sunday
morning will see the regular HF Contest
Forum and the HF Contest Trophy
presentations. The Contest Forum is a good
opportunity to hear comments from other
members of the contest community, and
also from the RSGB Contest Committee. I
look forward to seeing many of you there.

This year the format of the programme has
been changed. Following on from the USA
version of CTU, the sessions will be split
between what have been dubbed „MultiSessions‟ and „Short Groups.‟ The MultiSessions are similar to last year, which will
be a presentation followed by a Question
and Answer session. The Short Groups
sessions are held later in the day and are 30minute interactive sessions. These should
allow the students to ask specific questions
for their own situations, allow some more
in-depth discussion, and allow more
interaction.

CQ WW
As the CQ WW DX SSB and CW contests
results for 2008 are announced, so does the
news that several high-profile stations have
been disqualified for breaching the rules. In
the SSB contest five multi-operator teams,
all with European operators, were
disqualified for editing their logs to break
the 10-minute band change rule for multisingle stations. The CW results are just a
few days away from being published as I
write this, but it seems likely similar
disqualifications will occur.

This year there are specific sessions on
Field Day and Portable Contesting, Logging
Software, Single Operator 2 Radio
technology and techniques, DXpedition
contesting, RTTY, and finding out what
goes on behind the scenes with the
adjudication process. This is in addition to
other topics such as antennas, propagation,
station design and getting started in
contesting. And I‟ve not even mentioned all
of the topics.

I think that the CQ WW Contest Committee
are to be congratulated for taking a harder
stance to identify and stamp out cheating. A
lot of „behind the scenes‟ work has always
taken place, but hopefully this more public
move will have the desired effect and put
off other would-be cheaters. Several of the
operators involved in the 2008 CQ WW
contests have lost their chance to participate
in WRTC 2010 in Russia, as a disquali-

Thanks to Icom UK for sponsoring Contest
University UK. I hope CDXC members
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fication in a qualifying event bars them
from entry. So there are serious implications
of trying to bend or break the rules and
getting caught. The log analysis now
available to adjudication teams now allows
„rubber clocking‟ log editing to be
identified.

Barely a couple of weeks later and the
IOTA contest brought the bands alive for
another 24 hours of frantic mixed-mode
action. There are always comments made
about the eligibility of certain islands for
IOTA status, and the rules concerning the
„DXpedition‟ category.

Clearing up spurious signals and curbing the
use of excessive power are other fairly
obvious examples of poor contest etiquette,
not to mention rule breaking, although
objectively finding proof is more difficult
than log editing anomalies. The 2009 CQ
WW rules also mention that certain stations
must agree to have third-party visits, in a
similar manner to the WRTC referees or
NFD inspections, which hopefully have a
beneficial impact too.

But looking beyond that, hundreds of
amateurs got on boats and planes, dusted off
tents, and even caught some sunshine whilst
racking up as many QSOs and island
multipliers as they could. I love the strategy
element with the large points differential
between IOTA and non-IOTA stations,
when to run, when to search, and for the
mixed mode stations, balancing the CW and
SSB activity to maximise rates and points.
For me these elements help to differentiate
the IOTA contest from other events in the
calendar.

On the air…

Most recently I‟ve had a go at the RSGB
Sprint contests. Being partially responsible
for these events appearing in the calendar, I
hope I‟m excused if I do a little promotion
for them. The activity levels are still much
lower than the 80m CCs that preceded them,
although many comments from first-timers
say that despite initial trepidation, the events
are great fun.

Trying to move away from the controversy
and focus on more of the positive aspects of
contesting, the last couple of months have
seen a number of highlights. Firstly, thanks
to everyone who supported the GB7HQ
operation in the July IARU HF
Championship. Over 16,000 QSOs were
entered into John/G3WGV‟s Starlog system
over the 24-hour period and many of the
band/mode stations achieved records in
terms of score, if not raw QSOs.

On CW the lower activity levels also mean
that the reports can be kept to a comfortably
slow speed, and if a repeat is needed it‟s
only ever a „?‟ away. Like the RoPoCo
contest the rules are aimed to make
operators try a different style of operating,
and hopefully set some new challenges.
Please give these a try, even if just for 30
minutes.

All of the facts and figures have been
updated at www.gb7hq.com, including the
details of who qualified for the GB7HQ
awards. The claimed score from the team is
larger than any of the six previous
operations, although it‟s fair to expect other
teams to have done equally well. The
welcome addition of more available
multipliers,
rather
than
improved
propagation, seems to be the cause. There‟s
still nothing much in the way of sunspots of
course… Congratulations to organiser Dave,
G4BUO, for his efforts in pulling the team
together once again. Next year Chris,
GM3WOJ, takes up the reins as the coordinator.

Growth of contesting

Elsewhere in this Digest you‟ll find an
article by Roger, G3SXW, detailing the
continued growth of HF contesting, using
the number of entries to the top HF
worldwide events (Phone, CW and RTTY)
as a barometer. Seemingly impervious to
band conditions and the now unpredictable
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solar cycle, entries are certainly on the up
and up.

in as many contests as I can were recognised
in the „most active operator‟ list.

The actual on-air activity may not grow by
quite so much as the figures show, as
perhaps the continued growth of electronic
log submission is also playing a part in the
increase in the number of entries. However,
most of the contests listed do see all-time
records fall each year. Despite increases in
radio and overall station design, having
more folks on the bands is the big
contributor to the changes in the recent past.
The removal of Morse testing for access to
HF, and the introduction of „Foundation
licence‟-type schemes would seem to be
paying off.

Endpiece and correspondence
That‟s about all for this time from me, but
there are other contest-related items
elsewhere in the Digest. Thanks to Brian,
GM4XQJ, for the correspondence regarding
my comments on the new CQ WW Xtreme
category. Brian comments that perhaps any
Internet linking should not be called
amateur radio, and this can add risk to the
sanctity of programmes like DXCC.
I do appreciate all feedback – even if we do
have different points of view. You‟ll find
my contact details at the front of the Digest
if you‟d like to drop me a line.

The only point to be wary of is that as band
occupancy increases, all contesters should
be mindful of the potential for QRM. So as
the summer has progressed it‟s been
pleasing to see a number of big stations
investing in towers and aluminium rather
than amplifiers.

73
Lee GØMTN

New Website

I recently discovered a new web resource
for the contester: www.contestrank.com.
The brainchild of the well-known contester
Leszek Czech, SP9LJD, the database behind
the website is a searchable database of
results for major DX contests over the last
10 years. This provides a „one stop shop‟ for
many results and also provides some readymade rankings of the top stations entering
CW, SSB, RTTY, or Mixed Single Op
categories, or the various classifications of
Multi-operator that we have in the most
popular DX contests. After the very brief
registration you can see your score, QSO
count and relative performance for several
hundred contests together in one table. In
order to maintain fairness to contesters
worldwide, only events that permit entries
from everywhere in the world will be
considered. I was amused to see my efforts
in trying to be active, even if only part-time,
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Give a CDXC Gift Membership!
Give the gift of a CDXC Membership to the radio amateur of your choice. At your
request and on receipt of your payment, the Club will:



Send a New Member‟s Pack with a covering note to the nominee of your choice,
advising them of your generous gift of CDXC membership and
On request pass on any special message wishing the recipient a „Happy
Birthday‟, „Thank You‟ or a similar good wish.

To make a gift of a membership you should download the „Gift Membership
Application Form‟ available in the Members Pages Area of the CDXC website and
complete the required details. Then send the form, together with your cheque for the
appropriate amount, to the CDXC Treasurer, Nigel/G3TXF at the address shown on the
form.
As with all memberships, if your gift is made in the period from July until December
then the amount payable is £18. The rate applicable from January through to June is £9.
So consider gifting a CDXC membership. In gifting a membership you will not only be
giving something which you know to be great value, but also be helping CDXC and the
DXpeditions which our Club supports.
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E-mails to the Editor
From G3SXW

for remote stations be developed whereby
the RX site is identified (for each QSO)? It
could be „G3XTT/X‟ (Xtreme) and the
exchange „59914W2‟ (RX in NY). The
TX country is identified by callsign in the
normal way - at very least on QSL cards
submitted for awards, which would need to
comply with newly drafted remote rules.
Times they are a-changing, but if we bury
heads in the sand these developments will
happen anyway.

Dear Editor,
Many of us identify with G3XTT's
comments (CDXC Digest, July 2009, page
12) about the new CQ WW Xtreme
category and its impact on contesting and
DXCC/IOTA
etc.
I
discussed the
fundamental impact of technology on our
hobby in the previous edition of the Digest
(May
2009,
„DX
Demotivations‟).
Analogies have been offered: if you add a
motor to a sailing boat you change it into
something fundamentally different. Some
would argue that if you allow DX Cluster,
Internet-linking, SDR, Skimmer decoders,
e-QSL, DSTAR, repeaters, robots and
especially remote control you change
amateur radio at its core and render RF
peripheral.

73 de Roger, G3SXW.
________________________________
From G4LDL
I refer to the letter from G3RZP [July 2009
Digest] re the use of IPA as recommended
in the IARU „Operating procedures for the
Radio Amateur‟. I totally agree with Peter
(is that a first!). I have two UK callsigns,
G4LDL and G8KWC and under marginal
conditions, whether on HF or VHF, have
found the IPA lacking, the more successful
phonetics for „LDL‟ and „KWC‟ being
London Denmark London and King
Washington Canada.

The problem is that genies cannot be put
back into bottles, we lament. It remains only
for the 'powers that be' to optimally manage
the developing situation, to please most of
the people most of the time and to decide
what constitutes adding a motor to a sailing
boat. Not easy! In the same Digest Lee,
GØMTN, in his Contesting column (p.31)
thinks that under the circumstances this new
category is a sensible move.

Our licences state that our radio equipment
shall be used „for the purposes of selftraining in radio communication‟, so it
seems to me that finding the best way of
getting a spoken message across is part of
that self-training. Therefore to suggest that
one should only use the IPA is possibly not
the best way of approaching things.
Preferably - or normally - use it, yes, but
should use it, no.

A prime reason for this new CQ WW
category is that current rules stifle technological development. CQ Magazine wants
instead to ENcourage it, but in a separate
class (sailing boat + motor). This will be
welcomed by technophiles while allowing
the others to carry on as before. But Don's
main point was that multiple RX sites is a
bridge too far. The new CQ WW Xtreme
category allows multiple TX sites, but only
in the same DXCC country and within the
same CQ zone. Would that RX sites were
similarly restricted. So should a new format

That is the approach I take when teaching
Foundation Course students!
73 de Tony, Golf Four Lima Delta Lima or
Golf Four London Denmark London.
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Not the GB2RS News




of IRCs at a post office in Bristol was told
that what you get for an IRC depends on the
postage rate to the country in which it was
issued: so 62p for an IRC from Japan, but
only 56p for one from Italy. You what?
________________________________

Towards an adequate QSL policy for
the London Olympics 2012
CDXC‟s AGM and Summer Social
Those pesky IRCs

With radio amateurs in the UK already
looking forward to the London Olympics in
2012 and the many special event stations
likely to be on the air to celebrate it, it was
felt that expert advice was needed on an
adequate QSL policy. And who better to ask
on such a subject than the German national
society, the DARC? Somewhat predictably
their advice was to make very sure that you
QSL every single QSO in the log, bandmode dupes an‟ all. If this policy is indeed
implemented it is expected that the RSGB
QSL Bureau, to name but one, will come to
a complete standstill.
________________________________

Now that the Great British Summer is with
us once again, there have been repeated
calls from radio amateurs in the UK for their
counterparts in sunnier climes to at long last
do the proper thing, dammit, and – for a
month or so - swap their premises in
Limassol or Lanzarote, say, for climatically
less well-endowed operating locations such
as Middlesbrough or Manchester. Umbrellas
will be provided.
NEWS FOR SCOTLAND
The Blaenau Ffestiniog Amateur Radio
Society has a talk by Tom Jones entitled the
„Green Green Grass of Home‟. Contact
Delilah on (01766) 884563.

This year‟s AGM and Summer Social of the
Chiltern DX Club (CDXC), held at the QTH
of G3NUG, was hailed as an unqualified
suceess, with a record number of CDXC
members and their partners going along. As
usual the highspot of the proceedings was
the famous raffle. Here a delighted G4JKS
came away with an ornate food cover-cumflowery hat, ideal for Ladies Day at
Cheltenham. G3TXF, on the other hand,
became the proud owner of what was surely
the ideal prize for him: a copy of the 1969
edition of the RSGB VHF-UHF Manual by
George Jessop, G6JP.
________________________________

NEWS FOR WALES
The Fort William Amateur Radio Club is
having a Summits on the Air evening, aye,
blizzards permitting. Contact Ben Nevis on
(01397) 732496.
________________________________
Solution to Prize Crossword 35
E C L I P S E
R
E
U
M
O P P O R T U
I
A
C
S
C O N C H S
A
T
A
S
O B S T E
C
E
Y
O N E T R A C
V
X
H
E X P I A T E
N
L
G
L
T E A
R U L
R
I
E
E
Y A N K E E S

Plans are in hand with a view to providing
Post Office employees with adequate
training in how to recognise and process
International Reply Coupons or IRCs.
Admittedly the old-style IRCs, valid until
the end of this year, were confusing enough,
but what with the new-style ones now
appearing on the scene you can get totally
bewildered looks from behind the counter.
Indeed recently a customer presenting a wad
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D
G
T
R E C A S T
R
I
I C I A N S
O
H
I N D S
D
T
T
S U P P E R
C
A
I
F T H U M B
O
L
E
H R U S T S

Digest Prize Crossword 36
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2

3

by RFX
4

5
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The winner of Prize Crossword 35,
July 2009, and that brand-new £10
note: Alan Pickup, G3XLF,
Knutsford

26

27

28

ACROSS

DOWN

1 Belgian province featured in Mantegna murals
(5)
4 Two chambers reported to be suffering from
disorder (9)
9 Hairy creature seen in Russian city a group of
volunteers controlled first (9)
10 Stunner posed again on the way back (5)
11 Aim to be under cover (6)
12 Star code rewritten for men who used to fight
for Britain (8)
14 Victorian pick-me-up? (6,3)
16 Rope in girl heading for Oxford (5)
17 Keep part of photo we regretted (5)
19 Outcome when all the sums have been done in
the States? (9)
21 Zoe-Ann is dancing for modern-day rightwingers (3-5)
22 Writer who added fuel to the fire? (6)
25 Man after proof of identity, in a manner of
speaking (5)
26 Simple task head doesn't need to be involved
with (2-7)
27 Organs found down under? (9)
28 Sketched green in the outskirts of Dublin (5)

1 Lacking position nevertheless (15)
2 Worth replacing timer (5)
3 Collide with every other member of group - no
ignition! (3,4)
4 Rake seen in French city no end (4)
5 Old tree creature originally expected to make
things worse (10)
6 Mozambique settler involved in cosmetic
alteration (7)
7 It always comes between the Aussies and the
Kiwis! (6,3)
8 Cornish twerp getting excited about that
woman architect (11,4)
13 Sort of table only used from time to time? (10)
15 Relating to a famous scientist shot in a NE
town (9)
18 Welcome back to study German with (7)
20 The most popular county for stag parties? (7)
23 Nation state entertained by New Zealand flyer
(5)
24 Group sailor spotted on UK carrier (4)
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Deadline for entries: 20 October

DX and Events Calendar
Compiled by G3XTT
(thanks to the 425 DX News for most of this)

till 24/09
till 02/10
till 03/10
till 10/10
till 10/10

T31AA, Central Kiribati
CE73RG: special callsign
4W6AL: East Timor (OC-148) by CT1GPQ
IY1NGM: special callsign
SV0XAN/5: Dodecanese (EU-001)

till 31/10
till 13/11
till 30/11
till 30/11
till November

4W6FR: East Timor (OC-148)
HL9QST by KE7WRJ
2A, GA, MA: Scotland (special prefix)
FT5WO: Crozet Islands (AF-008)
OD5/W5YFN: Lebanon

till
till
till
till
till

31/12
31/12
31/12
31/12
31/12

9A09P: special event station
9A48IFATCA: special event station
9A800VZ: special event callsign
GB250RB: special event call (Scotland)
GB40WAB: special callsign

till
till
till
till
till

31/12
31/12
31/12
31/12
31/12

HE8 and HB8: special prefixes (Switzerland)
IA3GM: special callsign
II2RAI: special callsign
IY7GM: special callsign
IY7NGM: special callsign

till
till
till
till
till

31/12
31/12
31/12
31/12
31/12

LZ50BNT: special event station
VR2009EAG: special event callsign
YL90AIR: special callsign
Z30MCWG: special callsign
P29CW by VK2GR

21/08-31/10
21/08-05/10
16/09-03/10
17/09-23/09
18/09-27/09

SN120OSP: special event station
SV9/WB2GAI/P: Crete (EU-015)
TK/DF6ZY: Corsica (EU-014)
T2G: Tuvalu (OC-015)
ON65POL: special callsign

22/09-21/10
23/09-30/09
24/09-27/09
24/09-27/09
26/09-02/10

TO7RJ: Mayotte (AF-027)
3A/HG3IPA: Monaco
3D2G: Fiji Islands (OC-016)
FP/M0TDG and FP/G3ZAY: Miquelon (NA-032)
MS0WRC: Island of Barra (EU-010)

27/09-15/10
29/09-12/10

J79ZG by DJ7ZG & DL7AFS
TX5SPA: Tubuai (OC-152), Austral Islands
50

29/09
01/10-10/10
03/10-04/10

VE1/G3ZAY: McNutt's Island (NA-126)
3D20CR: Conway Reef (OC-112)
ON4DAMIAN

04/10-10/10
09/10-19/10
10/10-27/10
16/10-22/10
19/10-26/10

LX/PA6Z: Luxembourg
K4M: Midway Island (OC-030)
TY1MS: Benin
TX5SPM: Marquesas Islands (OC-027)
N0TG/CY0, WA4DAN/CY0, AA4VK/CY0 Sable Island (NA-063)

19/10-17/11
19/10-07/11
20/10-30/10
22/10-25/10
22/10-26/10

VK7ACG: Tasmania (OC-006)
ZK2DL: Niue Island (OC-040)
J68JA: St. Lucia (NA-108)
FH/DJ7RJ: Mayotte (AF-027)
P29VCX: Tanga Islands (OC-102)

27/10-31/10
31/10-15/11
02/11-09/11
10/11-17/11
11/11-13/11

P29VLR: Green Islands (OC-231)
XR0YA: Easter Island (SA-001)
P29NI: Woodlark group (OC-205)
5W by AA4NN, IK1PMR, etc
P29VCX: Hastings Island (OC-117)

13/11-27/11
13/11-27/11
13/11-14/11
15/11-16/11
17/11-30/11

9G5TT: Ghana
9G5XX: Abokwa Island (AF-084)
P29VCX: Normanby Island (OC-116)
P29VCX: Loloata Island (OC-040)
5W0KH: Samoa (OC-097)

18/11-01/12
23/11-06/12
29/12-04/01
10/04-18/04/10
30/09-03/10/10

A3 (Tonga) by AA4NN, IK1PMR, etc.
TX3A: Chesterfield Islands (OC-176)
VK6: Houtman Abrolhos (OC-211) by VK6YS and others
3W6C: Con Co Island (AS-185)
ZK3: Tokelau (OC-048)

05/10-10/10/10
12/10-14/10/10

T31: Central Kiribati (OC-043)
FW: Wallis Island (OC-054)
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