Not a dual band handle,
more a VHF/UHF Data
Communicator. The
TH-D7E is the only handie
with a built-in 1200/9k6
packet TNC. Include a Dot
Matrix display, 200

Issu

memories (with Alpha-tag), CTCSS
encode/decode, computer port & GPS port
and you can see why the TH-D7E has the
competition licked.

The TS-870S carries on
where the TS-850S
finished. S uperb design

Dead
next
20th

For those of you that

offering Di gital Signal
Processing technology,

may have thought our
friends at Kenwood

the Flagship HF Base station from Kenwood was unique in design when
it was first introduced and still is today. For SSB and CW operators
the TS-870 S offers features unmatched by its competition. Call the

have been irestingi over
the last few years,
innovative products like

sales desk for a full specification sheet or see our web site.

the VCH-1 are
testimony of their
dedication to introduce unique designs into
amateur radio.
The VCH-1 is a small handheld device that
enables the user to send and receive slow
scan pictures over HF or VHF/UHF when
Still using that tired TS-440S?

coupled to a suitable transceiver. Plug in the

Whilst the view TS-570DGE is

ivisual communicatori to the THD-7E for

the same size, that is where the

example, and send your contact a picture of

similarity ends. The best display in the

your birdcage, kitchen table or even your

business, DSP operation that frankly embarrasses

latest hair do. Sounds funny but the uses for

most of the competition and a tuner that tunes in fraction of
seconds are just some of the TS-570 highlights. Then see how well the 50Hz

being able to instantly send pictures as easy
as a THD-7E + VCH-1 set-up is

bandwidth on CW works together with the CW auto tune. Wonderful. If you want the best
performance H.F. only mid range available then look no further. Call the sales desk for a full
specification sheet or see our web site.

endless. Just ask all the
commercial users.
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For all its class-leading
features, there's something
missing.
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file DX70 TH packs a hefty 100W punch on all Ham bands 1.8 - 50MHz. It is backed by a superb receiver
with narrow filters fitted as standard. Make no mistake - this is a real DX operators transceiver ideal for use at
home, in the car, or for that portable DXpedition. General coverage receive is included and wideband transmit
facilities for export customers. The detachable front panel allows remote mounting and additional security.
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off

• Selectable 4 stage RF gain
-20dB to +10dB
• Superb TX audio and RX
• Excellent RX sensitivity
• Full break in on CW
• All mode squelch
• Scan facilities
• CTCSS encoder
• Noise blanker
• Quick offset for DX pile-ups
• IF shift control
• Separate HF & 6M antenna sockets

PAY BY THREE POST DATED
CHEQUES INTEREST FREE!

R CDXC MEMBERS
D FOR ONE PURCHASE ONLY

023 92 662145
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Peter says 'It is outstanding volue for money when considering that all the important
features of an Fif plus 6 metre radio are fitted as standard with an electrical
performance achieved of some radios costing considerably more'.

• TX - all HF + 6mir
• RX - general coverage
I 50kHz - 30-MHz
50MHz - 54MHz
• SSB, CW, AM, FM & digital modes
• 100 memories
• Detachable faceplate and remote
mounting kit available
• Speech processor standard
• Narrow filters fitted as standard
• 100W output on HF & 6mtrs
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Kenwood's TS-870S gives y'011soniething called an Intelligent Digital Emilianced
Communications System.
•

Or to put it another way, you can talk to someone halfway round the oz-orld and it'll
feel like they're in the room with you.
If you've never tried a digital HF transceiver before. you won't believe past how well
the TS-8705 can find a signal that's almost buried in noise. And becausas: it's made
by Kenwood, reliability can be taken for granted, too.

FOR COAT

mafseps,

W/7,4 VOUCHER

EVA011

• 189 London Rd • North End • Portsmouth • Hants • P02 9AE

Features? High frequency DSP for post-11' signal processing. high-speed PC control.
automatic antenna tuner, a built-in 10 LogiKey for a full range of CW aver:Mons
features, 100 memory channels...and hat's just a tamer. Your Nearest dealer has the full
specification.

Bent or all, the TS-870 gives you all this at a price thirars amazing valu e

.So you can
talk to the world without getting any interference. Even Goth your ban& manager .

Fur inure Information on the TS-870S phone 01923 212044.

KENWOOD

"YAE
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

FEATURES
• l000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)
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•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

FW8ZZ - RECOLLECTIONS OF K7LMU

35

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The World's First Panoramic SWR Monitor

SONY MDR-IF42OR CORDLESS HEADPHONE SYSTEM

36

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D, FT-1000MP, FT-920,
FT-990, FT-900C/AT

•

•
Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm \(16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000

Please note. VL-1000 and VP-I000 are not sold separately.

YAE SU
Yaesu UK Ltd. Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire 5023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20 OCTOBER
CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).
Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).
Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the
Digest Editor address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the
Digest are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

CDXC Web site:

The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.

PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.

KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.

RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.

REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.

PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£5.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Barry Cooper, G4RKO
9 Fieldfare
Sandy
Beds
SG19 2UZ
UK

CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.

G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.
CDXC DIGEST ADVERTISING RATES — see last issue for details

http://www.CDXC.org.uk
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How to fill in the Standing Order form.
I. The form should be addressed to (To) your bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN in the 'Quoting Reference' box. This is very important
as it is the way your subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the current subscription applicable (£12 or £17) in the 'Amount in
figures' and 'Amount in words' boxes.
4. Enter the same subscription in the 'Amount of first payment'
5. Enter your account details in the 'Name of account to be debited' box and your
account number in the 'Account number' box.
6. Complete the bottom part of the form with your name, address, date and don't
forget to sign it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT TO YOUR BANK BRANCH
WHICH LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. It helps the Treasurer if you also tell him that you intend to pay by Standing
Order in future.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made that
your bank are executing the order correctly.
10.Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by standing order.

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

Summer conditions on HF have been
somewhat disappointing, although the
contesters have had a good run with the
IARU Contest and the IOTA Contest. Every
so often there are calls on the Contest
Reflector for events like these or the CQ
WPX CW in May to be moved to the
traditional contest season, but to me the fun
of them is that they encourage activity at a
time of the year when propagation is so
different.
And talking of different, I wonder how
many of you were able to be on the low
bands during the eclipse. I was at work, but
for those who were able to be at the rig I
gather it was quite something to be able to
work across Europe in the middle of the day
on both 80 and 160m. Definitely a unique
experience.
And again, while on the subject of the sun, I
was fascinated by an article that appeared in
the London Metro newspaper on 3rd
August. The article was about July having
been the driest July for 88 years. But what
really captivated me was that the author had
listed the five driest July's this century.
They were (starting with the driest), wait for
it ... 1911, 1999, 1977, 1955 and 1935.
Now am I getting too excited, or is it more
than coincidence that there is a 22-year cycle
separating all but the last of these (I haven't
actually checked the data for 1933)? There
has long been a debate about whether there
is a link between sunspots and the weather,
but this circumstantial evidence must surely
be of interest.
This brings to one full year my current stint
in the editorial chair, and I continue to enjoy
putting the CDXC Digest together. I have
received a lot of generous feedback about
the Digest, which is always very nice. But,
of course, I can't really take the credit. The

task of the editor of a magazine such as this
is much easier than editing a general interest
magazine, or even a targeted one such as
RadCom. Even the latter has to appeal to a
broad spectrum of interests, albeit within
one hobby. The CDXC Digest is aimed at a
very specific sub-group within the hobby, so
most of you find most of the articles to be of
interest. The same would be true of readers
of the Six-Metre Group Newsletter, or that
of BARTG (the British Amateur Radio
Teledata Group).
Once again, therefore, I am grateful to all
who have contributed. I am still looking for
Member Profiles; there are none currently in
the pipeline. And, of course, other articles of
HF interest. Don't worry if your English is
poor (and I'm not referring specifically to
overseas members!); I can help with editing.
The selection this time is a great example of
the sort of material that members seem to
enjoy. Some personal experiences such as
those of David G3WGN in Finland.
Expedition and contest stories such as those
from Martin G3ZAY and Steve G4JVG.
Advice on operating, QSLing and Award
Chasing, and here I owe an apology to Alan
G3PMR for having managed to lose his
QSLing article which was actually
submitted for the last Digest. Information
about Club activities, submitted by
Committee members but welcome from all
members who have participated in
something organised by, or to do with
CDXC. Our regulars such as Bob Treacher
with his SWL column. And so on. Many
thanks one and all.
Neville is quite rightly doing his best to
promote the HF Convention at Windsor.
This must be the highlight of the social year
for HF enthusiasts and once again there is an
excellent programme of talks, displays,
demonstrations, etc. For me the main aspect,
though, is having an eyeball with old
friends. I know there will be some

interesting overseas visitors again, including
Jim VK9NS, James 9VIYC and Trey
N5KO to name just a few. Definitely an
event not to be missed.
What else is there to look forward to during
the autumn? Well, there are some interesting
forthcoming DXpeditions, such as the socalled "Double Trouble" DXpedition to ZK3
and T31, being organised by Mats
SM7PKK. Hopefully conditions will be
favourable and UK stations will be able to
work them on several bands. Before that
there is Annobon Island, which many
CDXC members probably still need, as it is
some years since it saw a major expedition.
Even for those of us who have been around
for a long while, this expedition promises
what I believe is the first 3C0 activity on the
WARC bands. And although the high bands
should benefit from a much higher sunspot
count than the same period last year, the low
bands ought to continue to reward the
faithful. I, for one, will be busy looking for
either 5H3RK or 5H3US on 160m, to
complete 10 bands with 5H (how
embarrassing for a low bands DXer, to have
this one on 6m and not on 160m!), and I'm
sure there will be other interesting ones to
watch out for.
Finally, let me draw your attention to the
excellent Amateur Radio Portal site which
has been established by Nigel G4KIU. You
can find it at www.dxbands.com and it is
already establishing a reputation as the route
into a wide variety of amateur radio sources,
including many that are relevant to HF
DXers and contesters. Further details appear
on page 15.
As always, please let me have any
contributions for the next Digest in good
time for the deadline. The photo spread is
prepared earlier by Neville, so photos need
to be with either Neville or myself well in
advance. My apologies for the delay in
publishing this issue. I plead Bank Holidays,
etc!
73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

• Girobank

Congratulations to our President Don,
G3OZF on being elected President of the
RSGB from 1 January 2000. Our best
wishes to you Don, good luck, we are all
behind you!

nit amivain %arms co au_wict +Lern-rot

The RSGB International HF & IOTA
Convention (8/10 October) at Windsor will
soon be upon us. Later in this Digest there is
an updated programme and members may
like to note the following additions to the
programme published previously.
•
•

•
•

There will be four DXpedition talks in
the two IOTA sessions.
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There is an additional talk by Zoli,
HAIAG on his E44/HA IAG Palestine
operation.

The sum of
Amount in figures

Ross, GW3NWS will now be giving the
talk on linear amplifiers.

Commencing

Bill, K5FUV will be talking about the
implementation of DXCC 2000.

Following suggestions at the CDXC
Summer Social there will also be an
`Internet Clinic', probably on the CDXC
stand. We plan to give individual tuition to
those struggling to get onto the Internet,
locate the DX reflectors etc. If you are
interested in this particular feature please
call Marcia Brimson at RSGB HQ so that
we can gauge the level of interest. We need
a few more volunteers to assist with the
Internet Clinic. If you can help please e-mail
Simon, GOSTU who is managing this part of
the programme. Simon can be contacted c/o
g3rtu @ fs5.ee.umist. ac.uk
The main raffle prize is the FT-847 donated
by Yaesu. Other significant raffle prizes
have been promised by Martin Lynch and
Sons, Nevada Communications and SMC.
The station is being organised by Shaun,
MOBJL and he would welcome support on
the Friday afternoon. We would also
welcome some support on the CDXC stand
generally. There will also be a facility to
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Sandy,

take the US licence examinations and a
number of VE's will be at the Beaumont.
Why not stay at the Beaumont for the whole
weekend? The social side is superb and
really complements the lecture programme.
There should be quite a few overseas
amateurs present this year as the convention
has been widely publicised in magazines
abroad and on the Internet.
I hope everyone enjoyed the AGM and
Summer Social. Trish and I certainly did.
Our thanks to Don, G3OZF and Chris for
their excellent hospitality. We were blessed
with fine weather, fine food and excellent
company (and a little refreshment!). The
notes of the AGM and the accounts for last
year appear later in the Digest. I hope
members like the centrefold!

THE UK
FT
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D00ApTIO
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9 Fieldfare
Beds, SG19 2UZ
Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1767 692535
E-mail: cooperb@g4rko.demon.co.uk
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Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
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(Cheques must be drawn on a UK bank).
I hereby agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the
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address being published on the CDXC WWW page (http://www.CDXC.org.iik ).
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Morse Camp '99 looks like being a real
success with at least 100 firm bookings to
date from those wishing to take the 5 WPM
Morse test for the new A/B licence. CDXC
will be setting up the station using the Yaesu
MP and VL-1000 amplifier and one of the
Spratly A3S antennas and masts. We are
seeking more Morse instructors — volunteers
to Bob, G3PJT please.
Barry, G4RKO, as our Webmaster, has done
some great work on the CDXC web site.
Thanks to Barry for this. Please let him have
your ideas and suggestions for further
developments.
We recently agreed to support the following
DXpeditions, all of whom have confirmed
that they will meet our standard conditions:
T24DX
3C0R
ZYOSP
T31 & ZK3
T30

Tuvalu
August/September 1999
Pagalu (Annobon Island)
September 1999
St Paul and St Peter Rocks
September/October 1999
Central Kiribati & Tokelau Island
September/October 1999
West Kiribati
October/November 1999

RSGB DXpedition Fund has again
matched these contributions.
On page 11 there is a list of all the
DXpeditions to which we have made
The

contributions since 1992. I think the list is
quite impressive; our efforts in this area are
undoubtedly helping to enhance our profile
and reputation. QSLs from many of these
DXpeditions will form the basis of our
display at the HF Convention.
The winner of the "Who is this?" photo
competition in the July Digest was Borge,
SMOEBP. He wins the bottle of wine for
identifying Herb, GOWAZ operating as
OZ7SM in his earlier years.
The design work on the IOTA Millennium
Programme "IOTA 2000" is complete and a
press release has been widely circulated in
the amateur radio press and on the Internet.
Members will know that CDXC is running
this programme on behalf of the RSGB
IOTA Committee. Details of IOTA 2000
can be found on our web pages and the rules
and a listing of island groups can be
downloaded from this site. This programme
should be great fun — no QSL cards are
required. For those members who would
like details and do not have Internet access
but have a computer please send me a floppy
disk and a post-paid mailer. For those
without computers please send a C5
envelope and £1 .00 (or $2.00) to cover
printing and postage and I will then send a
paper copy of all the materials. The IOTA
2000 press release is shown later in this
Digest. I am delighted to report that Nevada
Communications have agreed to sponsor the
IOTA 2000 programme
The past few weeks have been a busy time
at the 'NUG homestead, with a major
overhaul of the masts taking place. All the
lifting and luffing cables are now stainless
steel and all the guys (some 46!) have been
re-tensioned. This was a huge task, nearly
all the bottle screws had to be freed up,
many of the guys had to be adjusted and,
finally, the bottle screws were all wired up.
Hopefully, no more work will be required
for a few years!
Finally, some admin. matters.
• All recent joiners (to 16 August) should
have received their welcome letters and

badges. Please get in touch with Barry or
me if you are missing either of these.

I hope to see many members at Windsor, it
should be a great show.

• For those still to renew, a second (and
final) reminder is enclosed with this
Digest. Please renew now and do not
leave it until the Convention!

CDXC CLOTHING
We are now able to offer a range of high quality CDXC clothing which contain an embroidered CDXC logo and your callsign,
also embroidered. The quality of the clothing is exceptional as those who have seen it will testify. We have standardised on navy
blue as the colour, with the remainder of the logo text in gold. We have arranged with the supplier, Aquarian, that you may order
direct from them. Prices include your callsign (except ties, which do not carry a callsign). Additional lines of text may be added
at extra cost. Please note that postage charges listed are to UK addresses. You should contact Aquarian direct for postage charges
to other countries.

Sweatshirt

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve

CODE
762M

Children's Sweatshirts
Collared Sweatshirts

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve
Acrylic/Cotton

762B
WH6

Heavyweight Sweatshirts

Cotton 80%, Poly 20%

162M

Polo Shirts

Jerzee Lightweight

539M

ITEM

New CDXC Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Worked

Name

Location

EI7CC
GONMP
GOSNV
GOSOV
GOUBG
GOVDE
GOWSP
G2QT
G3AKF
G3DEF
G3IFB
G3ILO
G3KHZ
G3LCS
G3NSM
G3NSY
G3VQO
G3WPH
G4AVN
G4BUV
G4DIY
G4RCG
G4TGK
G4VMX
G4YRR
G4YWY
G4ZME
GMOHTG
GM4ELV
GWOIWD
GWOVMZ
GW3NXR
MOARK
MOAUG
MOBHE
MMOABJ
MWOCBC
ON4XL
224S

338
150
106
110
108
244
235
200+
203
205
357
269
323
310
250
348
267
145
100+
101
307
265
195
153
327
172
152
187
217
228
262 cfmd.
315
102
101
110+
169
216
250
356

Pete Ball
Patrick Chapman
Jack Worsnop
Don Mason
David Endean
Bill Rothwell
Phil Croft
Frank Cooper
Bryan Taylor
John Gealer
Frank Bliss
Steve Spencer
Derek Cox
Des Shepherd
Bob McHenry
Fred Hall
Les Allwood
Michael Chamberlain
Noel Thompson
Pete Dyer
Ron Bennett
John Muzyka
John Wimble
Tony Ritchie
Ron Rushton
Bill Slater
Eric Collins
Peter Hague
Dale Dhuglas
Alan Aston
Alistair Davies
Terry Miles
Brian Shepherd
Geoff Ashton
Malcolm Sadler
Ian Ewart
Denis Jackson
Lucien Lepoutre
George Maine-Baillie

Dun Laoghaire
Thetford
Bradford
Cheltenham
Totnes
Woodbridge, Suffolk
Buxton
Ashford, Kent
Daventry
Evesham
Cheltenham
Stonehouse, Glos.
Grantham
Milton Keynes
Oxford
Shrewsbury
Horsham
Wargrave, Berks
Ashington
Thetford
St Helens
Wakefield
New Romney
Newport Pagnell
Stoke-on-Trent
Verwood, Dorset
Canterbury
Orkney
Glasgow
Pwllheli
Merthyr Tydfil
Carmarthen
Bradford
Oldham
Horton, Somerset
Tweeddale, Scotland
Chepstow
Melle, Belgium
Hatfield, Zimbabwe

Polo Shirts
Children's Polo Shirt
'T' Shirts
'V' Neck Pullover

Trakman Heavyweight
Jerzee Lightweight
Heavyweight 100% Cotton
Lambswool

539B
363M
#675

'V' Neck Pullover

Super Acryilic

#673

Crew Neck Pullover
Crew Neck Pullover
Bomber Jacket

Lambswool
Super Acrylic

#665
#663

MA1

SIZE

PRICE

S, M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL, XXL
S, M, L, XL
XXL
M, L, XL
XXL

£20.00
£21.00
£15.50
£22.00
£23.00
£23.00
£24.00

S, M, L, XL
XXL

£19.00
£20.00

S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
22" to 34"
M, L, XL, XXL
36" to 48"
50°
36" to 48"
50"
36' to 48"
36" to 48"
S, M, L, XL, XXL
XXXL, XXXXL

£19.50

£14.50
£16.00
£30.00
£32.00
£23.50
£25.50
£30.00
£23.50
£41.00
£43.50

£13.25

Tie
PRICE
I SIZE
I OTY
ITEM
ALL ITEMS NAVY, WITH CDXC LOGO IN RED/GOLD. CALLSIGN IN RED

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received
Payment Received

Logo ordered/in stock

Garments ordered

Additional text @ £3.00 per line
Sub-Total
P&P £1.75 1 st item, £1.25 additional items
Note: Bomber jackets £3.50 P&P
TOTAL:
CALL SIGN:

Garments received

Order completed/
Despatched

AQUARIAN
Quarryhill Cottage
Justinhaugh
By Forfar
Angus, DD8 3TQ
Tel: 01307 860 350
Fax: 01307 860 350

YOUR NAME:
ADDRESS:

POST CODE:
TELEPHONE:
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DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR

NOTES OF CDXC AGM, JULY 3rd 1999, 12:05
Held at G3OZF's QTH

(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
PERIOD

till 30/11
till 31/12
till 2001
till December
till December
till 31/12
till 2001
till December
till 27/11
04/09-04/12
14/09-24/09
14/09-20/09
21/09-26/09
23/09-03/10
25/09-26/09
September (?)
Sep-Oct
02/10-03/10
03/10
07/10-12/10
08/10-10/10
09/10-10/10
17/10
19/10-10/11
23/10-24/10
27/08-01/09
27/08-07/09
28/10-02/11
30/10-31/10
October
06/11-07/11
12/11-14/11
13/11-14/11
19/11-21/11
20/11-21/11
27/11-28/11

CALL

8J2POS: special event station (Japan)
9A770N: special event station (Croatia)
9VIXE: Singapore (AS-019) * by VK3DXI
FT5WH: Crozet (AF-008) * by F5AGL
FT5ZJ: Amsterdam Island
HB7OGR: special call
J87AB: St. Vincent (NA-025) * by GOGPX
PZ5JR: Suriname * by K3BYV
XJ1: special prefix (Nova Scotia, Canada)
KI-14/SM6F.IY: Midway (OC-030) * by SM6FJY and V63YL
3COR: Annobon (AF-039)* by 3CIGS, 3C1RV, EA5BYP, EA5YN
OJO/K7BV: Market Reef (EU-053)
VK9: Rowley Shoals (CC-???) * by VK6LC and others
T3 IT, T31K, T31YL: Central Kiribati (OC-043)
CQ WW DX RTTY Contest, SAC CW Contest
VU7: Laccadives
430
ZXOSK & ZWOSP: St.Peter & St.Paul Arch. (SA-014)
VIUZL SSB Contest
RSGB 21-28 MHz SSB Contest
ZK3DX, ZK3CW, ZK3YL: Tokelau (OC-048)
RSGB International HF & IOTA Convention
VK/ZL CW Contest
RSGB 21-28 MHz CW Contest
T30Y & T3OCW: West Kiribati (OC-017) * by DLs
II2V * special A. Volta station
407
GB5FI: Flatholm Island (EU-124) * by Barry ARS
TF/W2SF: Iceland (EU-021)
T33Y & T33CW: Banaba (OC-018) * by DLs
CQ WW DX SSB Contest
VK: Green Island (OC-183) * by K9PPY and CT lEEN
HA QRP CW Contest , Ukranian DX Contest
JA CW Contest
OK DX Contest. RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest, WAEDC RTTY Contest
SEANET Convention (Brunei Darussalam)
All Austria CW Contest, LZ DX CW Contest, Oceania QRP CW Ctst
CQ WW DX CW Contest

Neville, G3NUG, CDXC Chairman, welcomed everyone to the AGM and thanked Don, G3OZF
and Chris for their hospitality. He said it was good to see Hilary, G4JKS, the current RSGB
President, at the CDXC AGM. He explained the form of the meeting.
Present:
GOHXN, GOOPB, G3KHZ, G3KMA, G3NUG, G3OCA, G3OZF, G3PJT, G3PMR, G3PSM,
G3RFX, G3RTE, G3SED, G3WGV, G3XTT, G4IDL, G4JKS, G4JVG, G4RKO, G4VXT,
GUOSUP, MOAXP/OZ3CF, MOBJL.
Apologies:

5B4AFB, 5B4AGC, 5B4AJX, GOUKX, GOWAZ, G3COJ, G3JNB, G3RZP, G3SWH.
Previous Minutes:

Motion that the minutes are a true record: Proposed GOHXN, seconded G3WGV
Carried.
Chairman's Report:
Neville reviewed the year, the main points being as follows:
• Marketing Initiatives

There has been a steady stream of new members with one main initiative this year. We have
recently mailed all those Gs who are chasing IOTA or DXCC and a number of PacketCluster
users and contesters. (Around 350). There were 20 new members in the past month. We also
received many useful mentions in RadCom, RT etc. The WWW pages have been kept up to
date and enhanced.
• Membership Numbers

The increases for the past three years have been 260: 350: 395 and now we have around 445
members. This is all very encouraging! We can really claim to represent the majority of active
DXers in the UK.
• DXpeditions Supported

• St Brandon 3B7RF
• Rotuma Is. 3D2DX
• Amsterdam Is. FT5ZH
• Campbell Is. ZL9CI
• Palau T8811
• Rodriguez 3B9R
• Annobon 3COR (Planned for next September)
• St. Paul and St. Peter Rocks ZYOSP (Planned for September/October 1999)
• West Kiribati and Banaba T30/1- 33 (Planned for October/November 1999)
All donations were matched by the RSGB DXpedition Fund. We also liaise closely with the GM
DX Group. Criteria and conditions for the funding of DXpeditions have been agreed and
published. We now also seek publicity in presentations and articles.
We are now one of the top 10 funding organisations world-wide.
" Social Scene
HF Convention last October - This was as busy as ever.
Annual Dinner in March - Excellent talk on ZL9CI by Declan, EI6FR. Excellent raffle - Thanks
Yaesu, Nevada (Mike, G3SED), ML&S (Martin, G4HKS) and various members for the prizes.
Morse Camp 99 - Look at the details in the current Digest. We need volunteers (to Bob,
G3PJT please).
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• HF Convention '99
Bookings are coming in well . Accommodation is limited - particularly rooms with the larger
beds. Book soon. An excellent programme has already been arranged. We are again planning
an HF Village and we need help in the CDXC area please.

• Awards
The new rules for the Penallt Trophy created more interest than previously. We will start
publicising these earlier in the year.
The new CDXC Cup will replace the two CQ WW plaques for the top G in the SSB single
operator section — high power section. The G8KW Trophy is the equivalent trophy for CW.
We have finished all the work in setting up the IOTA Millennium Programme "IOTA 2000" which
we are running for the RSGB - this should bring valuable publicity and, most importantly,
should be great fun. No QSL cards are required, have a look at our web pages.
* CDXC Diciest
This goes from strength to strength under the editorship of Don, G3XTT. We have introduced
new covers and the photos are now on glossy paper. The Digest makes excellent reading.
• Thanks
Thanks to Steve, G4JVG who is retiring as a member of the Committee.
Thanks to all the Committee members for their ongoing support.
Thanks again to Don and Chris for their hospitality today.

Secretary's Report:

Totals

Treasurer's Report
Bob, G3PJT presented the audited accounts for the period April 1998 to March 1999. See
separate page for details. Bob thanked all those members who have made donations over and
above their subscriptions. Bob also thanked the Auditor Martin, G3ZAY for his work.
Motion to accept accounts: Proposed G3PSM. Seconded G3PMR. Carried.
Bob recommended that the subscription remain unchanged for the New Year.
Motion to maintain the subscription at its current level:
Proposed G4JKS. Seconded G3WGV. Carried.

After some 12 hours weariness takes its toll
and I sleep , guiltily, for some 3 hours and
re-start, as dawn is breaking, on 40 metres
shifting to 20 as it opens. So it continues to
the end. A quick check of the scores
provides thus

Proposed GOOPB
Proposed G3PMR
Proposed GOOPB
Proposed G3PMR
Proposed G4VXT
Proposed G3NUG
G3SED
Proposed
Unanimous

G3OZF
President:
G3NUG
Chairman:
G3PJT
Vice Chairman:
G4RKO
Secretary:
G3PJT
Treasurer:
Newsletter Editor: G3XTT
Committee Member:

Seconded
Seconded
Seconded
Seconded
Seconded
Seconded
MOBJL

G3PSM
G4JKS
G3RTE
G3SED
G4JVG
G3OZF
Seconded

80
40

174
211

1194
1352

1097

2325
471
84

31
11
2

5427

79

This score reflected a considerable increase
over previous years with, hopefully a higher
position in the new 100W DXpedition
category. There was a little DX, some W6/7
and the thrill of being called by VK6HD on
80 quite unexpected considering the size of
the Butternut on that band. There were in
fact 31 duplicate QS05 but I made no use of
the QSOB4 message as it breaks the routine
and sometimes leads to confusion and
debate with stations using pen and paper.
Packing up was quite easy, being, of course,
not so critical on the homeward trip. Within
3 hours I was soaking in a welcome bathtub
and later on, some of the local brew,
followed in the evening with a meal and a
good night's sleep. I was in ample time for
the ferry on the next morning and the drive
to the ferry was most pleasant with
tremendous views of the Cumbrian peaks to
the east and round to the Mull of Galloway
in the north. The ferry trip was also in
excellent weather and a timely arrival back
in UK005.
In summary therefore a most enjoyable
contest with good weather on a great site
and equipment which ran faultlessly
throughout. I hope to repeat it next year
provided the old joints are not too stiff.
Perhaps it also may encourage others to
have a go at a contest /P in an English field
would be good fun and it doesn't have to be
single-handed.

Band Valid QSO PTS Mults

Election of Officers
At this point the entire Committee resigned as required by the Constitution. John, G3WGV
presided over the election. Only one nomination had been received by the outgoing Secretary
for each position. Results of the election were as follows:

575
117
20

Total pts = 428733

On return to the farm I reactivate the station
ready for the contest and re-establish that I
understand the rudiments of TR which has
some differences from the other
programmes I've used, primarily that the
function keys are not used during basic
"running" or "S&P". Checks with some old
friends satisfy me that all is OK , a last drink
and its watching the clock for the "off'.
I start on 40 metres to get some 15 pt Gs in
the log but soon QSY to 20, where the run
rate is much better. I try some S&P with DX
multipliers but it is difficult for the
100watter to break the pileups quickly, so,
what the heck, I'm here to have fun so back
to "running" with QSYs from time to time,
and some of the DX multipliers come to me
so I guess that GD is quite popular.

Barry, G4RKO reported as follows:
The CDXC Web site is hosted on a commercial site owned by CDXC member Paul, G4CZZ.
Paul very generously provides the space for the site at no charge to the club. Until very recently
Paul's son Lee has acted as the CDXC Webmaster and provided a splendid service keeping
the site up to date. Because of the pressure on his time due to A level studies Lee has
reluctantly relinquished the job to G4RKO. On behalf of the club and committee I would like to
pass on thanks to Lee for his efforts and Paul for his generosity.

20
15
10

I also found it necessary to reconfirm my
hotel reservation, before once more
checking the comfort of my camp bed in the
tent. The weather continued to be excellent
and the forecast likewise. In the morning I
went into nearby Ramsey to walk around
and also to purchase fuel for the generator,
some ferry operators become most
disenchanted with passengers carrying
quantities of inflammable liquids!
Incidentally fuel of all kinds seemed as
expensive as bitter is cheap.

14
21

Unanimous
Unanimous
Unanimous
Unanimous
Unanimous
Unanimous
G4RKO
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ideal in all respects, being surrounded by a
substantial hedge and, in the south-west
corner by trees. It was also entirely private
which can also prove a welcome benefit in
some circumstances. So the following
(Friday ) morning I was setting up the gear
in excellent weather and the whole contest
passed smoothly and I arranged to return in
1999.

of the journey from the ferry to the site is on
the route of the Manx TT motor cycle race
and passes close to Snaefell before dropping
down to Ramsey. The racing was over but
many of the locals continue to emulate the
speeds on the mountain roads so the
excitement is only slightly diminished!
Arrive at the farm and check with Jeff that
all is well and through the gates into the
field which had recently ( very recently)
housed many more cattle than the previous
year. The site for the tent was therefore
carefully selected, noting the requirement
for generator refuelling during the hours of
darkness. I didn't intend to set up the radio
equipment on this first evening as it was
now getting towards dusk, and following
setup of the tent and domestics I needed
some refreshment. The hotel in which I had
arranged to spend Sunday night was in fact
only about 15 minutes walk down a farm
lane and it seemed a wise precaution to
confirm my reservation. In the attendant bar
the local bitter is £1-50 per pint

The intended scene of operation for 1999
was thus established and that element at
least was resolved so in May I once more
made my ferry booking. I also made a hotel
reservation for the Sunday night after the
contest such that I could pack everything in
the vehicle at that time and not early in the
morning before setting off for the ferry.
The station was to be as on previous
occasions, namely :
FT1000mp, Butternut HF6V, Yamaha
1000va generator,
Old mono 386 laptop with keying interface
and rig control.

I had a good nights sleep on return to the
tent and in the morning began setting up the
station starting with the Butternut which fits
into a rotary clothes dryer base which took
some time to install as the ground was very
hard . I spread the 8 26ft radials evenly
around the base and connected the coax via
its coax matching stub. Adjustment, using
the MFJ 259 took very little time and
established a low SWR in the CW portions
of the bands. The remainder was quickly set
up, generator started first time and the right
noises came from the rig.

This was to be set up my old ridge tent on
the table from my caravan, which regrettably
are not permitted to be taken to the island, a
caravan provides a most elegant /P QTH as
my operations in NFD demonstrate.
All of the above is carried in my Terrano,
known in the family as the Jeep, together
with, of course, all the necessary domestic
assets for eating, cooking, sleeping and
washing. A porta-potti is also included.
During lengthy contests my sustenance is
provided by previously cooked cold sausage,
( a long time picnic favourite) dried fruit, i.e.
pears, mango, banana chips and papaya, all
in their individual packing from T***o. The
mixed packs of dried fruit salad contain a
notable preponderance of prunes and are
therefore discounted. Also pre-positioned
are flasks of coffee and cold water.

I had most recently decided to try the TR
logging programme, set up the config files
to my liking and continued avidly to read the
manual during the ferry trip.
This programme has a general QSO mode,
ideal for DXpedition use outside of contests
and I used this during the remainder of the
day both for some SSB natters with old
friends and also in the evening for some
"running" on 30 metre CW, finding the GD
call in welcoming demand.

So Thursday July 22 arrives, final packing
and off for the 45 mile trip to the ferry
terminal, check in and set off in about force
5 for the 4 hour trip to Douglas IOM. Some
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Committee Member:

GOKRL

Proposed G4IDL

Seconded G4VXT

Unanimous
Following the election of the Committee for 1999/2000 Neville, G3NUG as newly elected
Chairman again took the chair.

Election of Auditor
Martin, G3ZAY had suggested that a new auditor should be elected this year.

Auditor: G3WGV Proposed G3OZF Seconded GOOPB Unanimous
The Chairman will write to Martin, G3ZAY to thank him for his past services.

AOB
(1) Martyn, G3RFX asked the Chairman to explain why CDXC had not stepped in to save
DXNS.
Neville, G3NUG replied in some length explaining that a number of CDXC members had been
involved in the production of DXNS in previous years and from experience and detailed
consideration it had been concluded that, with the availability of information from the Internet,
publishing the DXNS was not a viable proposition for CDXC.
(2) G3NUG reported that Bill Moorwood, G3CAQ, CDXC Awards Manager, had been quite ill
recently but was now on the road to recovery and that on behalf of the Club he would be
sending greetings and a get-well message.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 12:45.
Barry Cooper, Secretary CDXC
July 7m 1999

IOTA Millennium Programme - IOTA 2000
Press release from the RSGB
The RSGB IOTA Committee and CDXC (Chiltern DX Club) - The UK DX Foundation
announce the establishment of the IOTA Millennium Programme - IOTA 2000. The purpose of
this programme is to celebrate the Millennium, to promote IOTA activity and to have fun on the
HF bands. The IOTA 2000 Programme will be administered by CDXC on behalf of the RSGB
IOTA Committee.
The objective of IOTA 2000 is to contact as many different IOTA island groups as possible
within the Millennium year 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2000 on the HF bands. There are
two types of contact that count for credit - premium contacts and normal contacts. Premium
contacts are made during particular months and score extra points. A series of attractive
certificates - the gold, silver and bronze certificates - will be available as will participation
certificates.
Nevada Communications of the UK have agreed to sponsor the IOTA 2000 Programme. This
sponsorship will cover the costs of administration and certificate design. (www.nevada.co.uk )
Details of IOTA 2000 can be found at www.cdxc.org.uk and the rules together with a listing of
island groups, including the months when premium scores are made, can be downloaded from
this site. This programme should be great fun - no QSL cards are required. Please contact
iota.hq@rsgb.org.uk with any queries.

CDXC Account'

1998

Pounds

- 1999

Sterling

INCOME
Subscriptions
US dollar subs etc.
Members donations
Software sales
Advertising
Misc sales
Raffles
DX donations
Dinner
Dinner uncleared chqs
Total Income

1998-9
5077.5 Note 1
330 Note 2
259
25
260
193.24
355
0
1288.75 Note 3.
0
7788.49

1997-8
4501.48
129.63
123.25
70
115
79.35
250
0
57.5
936
6262.21

1996-7
3919.5

EXPENDITURE
Newsletter
Postage
RSGB/licence
Committee Exps
Trophies
Expenses
Dxpeditions
Dinner
Adv/logo
Total Expedlture

2098.9
1054.37
20
204.14
402.51
192.9
825 Note 6.
1449 Note 3.
488.15 Note 4.
6734.97

2536.27

241107

35
83.26
248.39
89.33
1150
993.5
0
5135.75

20
156.47
253
315.6
806.42
1062
106
5130.56

Excess of Income
over Expediture

1053.52

1126.46

5 85 .4 4

165
315
8.5
233
13
1062
5716

As usual, this contest was great fun and
Peter Kirby was pleased that the RSGB HQ
station had made a name for itself in the
IARU contest. He has even said that if we
do it again next year, he wouldn't mind
having a go operating himself. I don't wish
to over-emphasise the importance of this,
but believe that it can only be a good thing
that the RSGB's General Manager has a
favourable view of HF contesting.

The final QSO total was 2238, of which 955
were on a CW, a terrific job by Paul
considering most of these QSOs were made
barefoot to a vertical, and 1283 QSOs on
SSB. The band and multiplier breakdown is
shown below, and the final claimed score
was 1,393,420. This is by no means a worldrecord score: in fact it is probably one of the
lowest HQ entries this year, and well below
the score of GB5HQ entries from better
equipped locations in previous years.
Nevertheless, considering the modest
station, we were pleased with this total. In
addition to the new 160m and 80m antennas,
we plan to raise the A3S beam by a further
10ft or so, which should put it more in the
clear and away from obstructions around the

Band QSOs Zones HQ stations
160 - - 80 122 7 12
40 446 16 19
20 988 31 27
15 425 32 18
10 257 10 13

IOTA CONTEST 1999 - ISLE OF MAN-EU116
Ivan Davies G3IZD (g3izdOclavies.netl.co.uk)

CASH STATEMENT
Current A/C B/F
Income
Transfer from Deposit
Transfer to Deposit
Total
Less expenditure
Adjustment
Less cash
Less SUS
Current A/C C/F

roof of the building. I hope this will help
along the signal a little on 10, 15 and 20m.

contester, he was astounded to find over
2000 QSOs in the log by the time he
arrived!

CDXC Accounts, 1998/99

2535
7788.49
0
0
10323.49
6734.97
-400 Note 5.
-7.55
330.00
3666.07

1561.17
6262.21
0
0
7823.38
5135.75

965.41
5716
0
0
6681.41
5130.56
10.32

o

23
129.63
2535.00

1561.17

Deposit B/F
Transfer to current
Transfer from current
Interest
Deposit CIF

1795.71
0
0
8.96
1804.67

1786.77
0
0
8.94
1795.71

1777.87
0
0
89
1786.77

Assets
Current A/C
Deposit A/C
Cash
USDollars A/CI-cash
Total

3266.07
1804.67
-7.55
43969
5502.88

2535.00
1795.71
23
129.63
4483.34

1561.17
1786.77

3347.94
Note 6 DXpedition donations
RSGB £825
CDXC £825
Total £1650

Note I. Includes cash subs and bank correction
Note 2. From US S bank account convened at 51.6lpound
Note 3. Two DX Dinners plus associated expenses for speaker.
Note 4. Promotional printing and mail costs
Note 5. Uncleared cheque for Rodrigues

R.C.Whelan Treasurer CDXC
This financial statement covers the period 1-4-98 to 31-3-99. Statement prepared 12.6-99.
In my opinion this Financial Statement is consistent with the accounts of CDXC for the financial year ended 31-3-99.
M. Atherton G3ZAY Elected
Auditor CDXC
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English or Welsh islands i.e. Fame ,
Anglesey or St Tudwals. Anglesey is of
course particularly well activated in the
contest and the others could provide some
problems in access for the lone operator so
another choice became apparent, the Isle of
Man only 40 or so miles across the water
and visible from my roof on a clear day.

In 1995 I was on holiday in Crete and
listened to the IOTA contest on my Sony
portable, it sounded very interesting indeed
and I resolved to participate next time
around and indeed did so, operating from
Grimsay in the outer Hebrides EU010. This
involved a long journey to Uig on Skye and
then the ferry to North Uist so the following
year I went to Islay , in the inner Hebrides
EU008. This involved only driving to
Tarbert on the Mull of Kintyre for the ferry
to the island.

I immediately booked my ferry crossing
from Heysham and called an old friend
GD4XTT to arrange a meeting with a view
to finding a suitable site. I also arranged a
hotel booking for the Thursday night as a
precaution and duly met Dave there on my
arrival. We investigated several suitable
sites in the northern part of the island, which
is basically flat and therefore less likely to
be provided with the chief enemy of the
tented operation, the wind. So back to the
hotel but a quick stop on the way to an old
friend of Dave's near the hotel proved most
fortuitous as I was offered a field which was

Both contests, in the single operator, 24
hour CW category were most enjoyable, in
fact I received an RSGB contest certificate
(my first ever on HF) for being 3rd
DXpedition station from Islay.
However, for a mature G3, drawing several
pensions, the journeys were proving more
tiring than the contests themselves so for
1998 I resolved to try somewhere closer at
hand. This basically meant the northern
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sunny - and very hot. Once the contest got
underway, the operating room became
almost unbearably hot, as it was not possible
to open the windows. With the linear
pumping out lots of heat and the door closed
so as to not cause QRM to the Management
Committee down the corridor, the
temperature must have been close to 40
degrees C after a while. Fortunately it
cooled down a little after the committee
meeting finished and we had the building to
ourselves so could then ventilate a little
better.

with as P20A in the very same contest in
1993, when we were the PNGARS HQ
station.
40m proved to be excellent - the GB3RS
40m dipole worked much better than it
looked as if it should. Unfortunately the
same was not the case with the 80m dipole.
It had an SWR of 2.5:1 at resonance, which
was around 3650, meaning that at either
3500 or 3800kHz the SWR was over 4:1.
The antenna was made of old steel wire,
which in itself is quite lossy, with each leg
of a different diameter wire, and heavily
corroded. The balun looked pretty dodgy
too. We have since pulled down the antenna
and replaced it with a new cooper wire
dipole and new balun with the centre much
higher than previously. Initial results appear
to be encouraging. However, even on the old
antenna during the contest a few W and VE
stations were worked, not bad for the middle
of summer on that rusty scrap of wire at
30ft!

I operated SSB on the TS-950SDX with the
amplifier, mainly to the beam, whilst
simultaneously Paul operated CW on the IC781, generally to the R5000 vertical. The
IC-781 puts out 200W, so this seemed the
logical way to configure the stations. For
logging we used two notebook PCs running
CT, but for various reasons we had not
networked them. This meant that for dupe
checking reasons we had to dedicate one PC
to the CW station and the other to the SSB
station, a slight disadvantage which meant
we did not have the flexibility of also being
able to operate CW on the station with the
amplifier, as we had originally planned.

There was no antenna at all for 160m and
despite trying the 80m dipole (with an
infinite SWR) I was unable to contact even a
single station on that band. Not surprisingly,
the internal ATU in the TS-950SDX could
not match the 80m dipole and we had no
external ATU which covered 160m. We
now have plans to put up a simple quarterwave inverted-L to enable us to at least
work a handful of easy multipliers on
Topband.

Bob came in to do an hour or so on SSB
before having to leave on the Saturday
afternoon. In the evening, after the SSB
station went down to 40m, the CW station
could take over the beam and reach another
level down on 20 and 15. However, despite
mainly using the vertical (and less power),
Paul's rate on CW was not so much behind
mine on sideband. Certainly being the HQ
station, and therefore a unique multiplier to
everyone participating in the contest, made
the rates much better than I had anticipated,
and on SSB using the amplifier it proved
possible to hold a frequency to 'run' on,
something that had not been the case
working barefoot (and only being an
ordinary 'G' and so not a multiplier) from the
same station last year.

The best rate of the contest came around
0300 - 0400UTC on 20m SSB, when the
band was wide open to the States. I'm not
usually around at that time (!) and found it
surprising to get such a good opening at that
time of the night. The band was quiet with
all the casual European operators asleep and
so even very weak Ws could be worked with
ease. The most disappointing band was 10m,
which was almost exclusively Sporadic E,
very poor for so close to the solar maximum.
On the Sunday morning, we were joined by
John, G3WFM, who put in an hour or two's
operating on SSB. Not being a regular

I was delighted to work Yoshi, JG7AMD,
on 20m SSB, who, as P29JA, I had operated
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CDXC DXPEDITION SPONSORHIP
Contributions have been made to the following DXpeditions:
•

VP8SSI

•
•
•
•

AH1A
VK9MM
3YOPI

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

South Sandwich
Howland Island
Mellish Reef

VP8SGP
ZK I KH
3D2CT & 3D2CU
G4MFW/ZL8
AL7EUKH9
CYOAA
AH4/AHOW
VKOIR
CY9AA
VK9WM & VK9WY
ZKIXXP
KH5/N4BQW
VK9LX
9MOC
3B7RF
3D2DX
FT5ZH
T88II
ZL9CI

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3B9R
T2??
3COR
ZYOSP

•

T3I?? & ZK3??

•

T30??

•

t

N'4--

Bouvet Island
South Georgia
North Cook Island
Conway Reef
Kermadec Island
Wake Island
Sable Island
Midway Island
Heard Island
St Paul Island
Willis Island
North Cook Island
Palmyra Island
Lord Howe Island
Spratly Islands
St Brandon
Rotuma Island
Amsterdam Island
Palau
Campbell Island
Rodruiguez Island
Tuvalu

March 1992
February 1993
September 1993
February 1994
January 1995
January 1995
March 1995
May 1995
January 1996
June 1996
August 1996
January 1997
June 1997
September 1997
September 1997
October 1997
November 1997
February 1998
May 1998
September 1998
December 1998
December 1998
January 1999
April 1999

August/September 1999
Pagalu (Annobon Island)
September 1999
St Paul and St Peter Rocks
September/October 1999
Central Kiribati & Tokelau Island
September/October 1999
West Kiribati
October/November 1999

CHILTERN DX CLUB
The UK DX Foundation

11

RSGB International HF & IOTA Convention
8/10 October 1999
Friday 8 October 1999
Registration from 1500
1830 IOTA Drinks Reception & Buffet
(Drinks Reception sponsored by the IOTA Committee)

Saturday 9 October 1999
Main Conference Room
1015 - 1230 IOTA Programme: **
1015-1055 IOTA Developments (inc. IOTA 2000 and the Island Radio Expedition Foundation) & Q&A
by G3KMA, G3ZA Y, ADSA, & G3NUG.
1100-1115 IOTA in Japan (inc. reports of JA IOTA expeditions) by Jim Nakajima
1130.1230 IOTA Expedition to Gabon by G3OCA
IOTA Expedition to Lamu Island by G3SWH / G3WGV
VK4/VK5 expedition by G3Z4Y
1330- 1430 C2ISX and C2IZM Pacific DXpedition, Roger Western, G3SXW, & Bob Henderson, G3ZEM
1445 - 1545 SD Masterclass: How to make SD work for you! Paul O'Kane, EISDI
1600 - 1700 Winning CQ WW from West Africa, Roger Western, G3SXW, and the Voodoo Contest Group

Orchid Room
1015 - 1045 The LF scene in the US, One Year of AMRAD Experiments, Andre Kesteloot, N4ICK
1045 - 1115 Kits for 136kHz operation, Dave Bowman, GOMRF
1130 - 1230 Linear Amplifiers - the art of construction and usage, Ross Clare, GW3NWS **
1330 - 1430 Solar eclipse '99 propagation experiment: initial findings Dr Ruth Bamford, Rutherford Appleton
Labs.
1445 - 1545 The magic of 6 metres, Chris Deacon, G4IFX
1600 - 1700 RTTY & Data modes - opportunities and challenges for the HF operator, John Gould, G3WKL

Gardenia Room
1445 - 1545 LF Forum (73 and 136kHz bands), John Gould, G3WKL
1600 - 1630 Internet and the "Reverse Beacon", Stewart Bryant, G3YSX
1930 (for 2000) DX Dinner, with Master of Ceremonies Brendan O'Brien, GOUCT.
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on the Saturday morning of the contest,
there was an RSGB Management
Committee meeting taking place at
headquarters, so the building would be
opened up anyway. Bob Whelan, G3PJT,
who's on the Management Committee, said
he'd spend a while doing some operating
after the meeting concluded.

zones, and also each IARU member society
'HQ' station, on each band. The national
society's HQ station does not, of course,
have to be actually at the headquarters
building, but can be any station representing
that society. In the UK, the HQ station
usually uses the callsign GB5HQ and the coordination of which station represents the
RSGB is carried out by the Chairman of the
HF Contests Committee, Chris Burbanks,
G3SJJ. Chris told me that no-one had
applied for GB5HQ this year and agreed that
I could be the RSGB HQ station.

For those who don't know it, the GB3RS
station is a fairly modest one. There are two
HF transceivers, a Kenwood TS-950SDX
(on semi-permanent loan from Kenwood thanks to CDXC member David Wilkins,
G5HY, for organising this) and an Icom IC781, but without an amplifier. On the roof is
a Cushcraft A3S tribander and a Cushcraft
R5000 vertical (both donated by Waters &
Stanton), plus dipoles for 40 and 80m. All
antennas are only about 30ft high. Either rig
can be plugged to any antenna by means of a
patch panel. There's also a VHF / UHF /
satellite station and it is possible to connect
to the GB7DXH PacketCluster.

I have no suitable contest station, but do
have access to GB3RS, the club station at
the RSGB headquarters building. So, for the
first time ever (I think), the RSGB HQ
station in the IARU contest would actually
be at the headquarters building!
At around the same time, RSGB General
Manager Peter Kirby, GOTWW (unaware of
the HF Contests Committee's co-ordination
role), had asked John Crabbe, G3WFM, the
GB3RS station manager, to activate the
station in the contest, as Peter thought it
important that the RSGB, as one of the
leading societies in the IARU, should be
represented in this event. John was therefore
planning to go into RSGB HQ for a couple
of hours on the Saturday afternoon to air the
callsign. He was pleased to hear that I
planned to operate for the full 24 hours of
the event, thus taking the pressure off him
somewhat, for although John is a keen HF
operator and chases DX in contests if and
when he hears it, it is fair to say that he is
not really a contester.

I have operated GB3RS before in a contest
situation, but just using the TS-950SDX
barefoot to the A3S was such hard going I
gave up after a few hours. I thought it
essential, therefore, to use an amplifier, and
took my Henry 2KD Classic into the station.
If you're an HQ station in the IARU contest,
you're in the multi-operator, multitransmitter, multi-mode section, but only
'competing' against other HQ stations. Some
societies take this very seriously indeed,
operating numerous different stations
around the country at the same time. This is
within the rules of the contest, providing
there is only one signal on each band / mode
at a time. I take this as meaning that each
country could have up to 12 stations
representing the society HQ and all
operating simultaneously, one on CW and
one on SSB on each of the six contest bands.
Certainly during the contest, DAOHQ, the
German society's HQ station, was spotted on
20m SSB at precisely the same time we
were working DAOHQ on 20m CW.

We decided to use the callsign GB3RS
rather than GB5HQ, as GB3RS is the
callsign of RSGB headquarters. CDXC
member Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT, like
me is a keen contester but without a suitable
station from which to operate and he was
keen to join me for the IARU event. A few
days before the contest I obtained
permission for him to remain on the
premises for the duration of the contest,
providing I was also there. It transpired that

The morning of the contest dawned bright,
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tired.")
KE9NA: Roger roger roger. (6)
(KE9NA implicitly states "OK man, like, I
dig your vibe and everything is totally
copacetic, ya know?" -- for KE9NA to
reiterate his callsign at this point would
cause HC8N to construe that he still has the
call wrong and that the matter still needs
attention)

contest from his station (these things
happen!). I was using phrases such as
"Thank you" and occasionally saying hello
to callers I knew. This is a tricky one. One
of the nice things about contests is running
across old friends, and a short greeting
seems entirely appropriate. However, if the
friend concerned is, for example, G4BUO
who is going hell for leather for a win, he
won't necessarily thank me saying hello,
particularly as he's a well-known chap and
90% of the other callers may well be
tempted to do the same. 1000 "hellos" spells
a lot of missed QSOs! I suspect common
sense needs to rule here. In, say, a VHF
contest where you might expect to make a
few hundred QSOs in a 24 hour period, time
isn't necessarily the limiting factor, and
prolonging the QSO by a few seconds will
have zero effect on the final score. For a
serious entrant in CQWW, time is of the
essence and even what might seem trivial
"time wasting" could have a significant
impact on the final score.

The bottom line is that in the best possible
contest QSO, the DX gets two chances (if
needed) to copy the callers callsign in a five
over QSOs rather than just one.
Trey, NSKO"

Of course, we don't want to refuse to work
someone because they don't operate in the
slickest possible manner. Contests are won
not by working the big guns- everyone will
manage that — but by filling out the log with
lots of contacts with the casual operators,
many of whom won't have a clue about
effective contest operation and may not even
know what the exchange is for the particular
contest concerned. So we need to learn
patience. But we also need to pass on the
good word, in a friendly manner, of course,
when the opportunity arises. One way
novice contesters can learn is by sitting in
on multi-ops, and many of the top operators
have served their apprenticeship in exactly
that way. Another way might be to run
"contest masterclasses" at local clubs.

As usual, any comments you may have
would be more than welcome.
And that will have to be it for the column
this time. But lots to look forward to as the
contest season approaches. I have some stuff
for next time which I have been
accumulating off the Reflector regarding the
relative roles of contesting and ragchewing
on the bands, and the extent to which (if at
all) contesters should make allowances for
ragchewers on contest weekends or, indeed,
vice versa. Your own thoughts, before the
usual deadlines, would be most welcome.

Slightly apropos the above discussion, I
remember being chastised (in a friendly
manner!) by my overseas friend on one
occasion when I was operating a phone

73 Don

The IARU HF Championship July 1999 from GB3RS
Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG
The IARU HF Championship has been one
of my favourite contests for a number of
years. At 'only' 24 hours in duration, and
starting and finishing at 1200UTC rather
than 0000UTC, it means one can participate

for the full duration of the contest and yet
still not ruin a whole weekend, nor feel too
wrecked when back at work on the Monday
morning!

Sunday 10 October 1999
Main Conference Room
0945 - 1045 DXCC 2000: Applications of Changes, Bill Kennamer, K5FUV **
1100. 1200 ZL9CI - Campbell Island DXpedition, Declan Craig, EI6FR, & Andrew Williamson G1ONWG /
AC6W1
1215 - 1315 E44/HA IAG operation from Gaza, Zoli Pitman, HA JAG **
1330 - 1430 GJ2D - Antennas and Planning for Topband Contesting, David Gould, G3UEG, & Chris Duckling,
G3SVL
1445 - 1545 Code breaking at Bletchley Park, Tony Sale, Bletchley Park Museum Director.
1600 Raffle

Orchid Room
0945 - 1045 Propagation: Theory and practice during 9MOC DXpedition. John Linford, G3WGV, & Steve
Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG
1100 - 1200 A practical guide to operating on 136kHz, Dave Pick, G3YXM
1230 - 1300 Young Amateur of the Year (1999) Presentation
1345 - 1445 HF Contests Trophy Presentation
1445 - 1545 HF Contest Forum

Gardenia Room
1100 - 1200 SWL Forum Bob Treacher BRS32525 & Mick Tom BRS31976

HF Village
In addition to the above programme there will much to interest HF enthusiasts. After last year's success we are
again creating an "HF Village" that will include the following:
Yaesu UK Ltd.
Martin Lynch and Sons
RSGB bookstall
The CW Centre, G3TUX
Vine Antennas Products
Super-Duper, EI5DI
GB4RS - 3 WARC Band demonstration station with equipment loaned by Yaesu UK Ltd
GB4RS - 73kHz & 136kHz demonstration station
DXCC checking
Morse tests
CDXC (Chiltern DX Club) - The UK DX Foundation Featuring an Internet Clinic
RSGB IOTA Committee with demonstrations of IOTAMEM
RSGB HF Contest Committee
RSGB Data Communications Committee
RSGB Propagation Studies Committee
RSGB LF Group (display plus GR4RS on 73kHz & 136kHz)
BARTG
UK 6 Metre Group
UK SWL Group
UKCWG (Cluster Sysops meeting on Sunday 10 October)
US Licence Examinations **
Partner's programme to include a visit to Blenheim Palace
Raffle
QSL Board (Remember to bring one of your QSL cards with you to display on this board)
Bar (Open all day from 12:00)

In this contest, the multipliers are ITU
40
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POSTBAG
Marriott, but its not the same as 'Stouffers'
(as the Crowne Plaza is still popularly
known.)

From Steve G4UOL: Hi Don. Just a quick
note to say I will be QRV again this year as
GD4UOL the last two weeks of November.
The actual dates are from Friday 17th
November around 2000 utc to Friday 31st
November 1600 utc. All bands covered, CW
only from the same location near Peel,
WAB SC28. Skeds are welcome via
steve@g4uol.demon.co.uk or via snail mail
to Steve Muster, 60 Genesta Rd, Westcliff
on sea, Essex, SSO 8DB, or by phone 01702
334014 (evenings)

73 Peter G3RZP

And also from Peter G3RZP: Don, Further
to Mike Crownover's (AD5A) comments in
the July Digest on 'Investing in DX, the
point about national society membership
needs stressing. Without frequencies, there's
no amateur radio, let alone no DX. Without
national societies and IARU, there'll be no
frequencies.

My Web pages have expanded a great deal
over the year and now include QSLs from
all the countries I have worked, photos of
the island, real audio etc.
http://www.g4uol.demon.co.uk

The situation is complicated by the
emergence of the various organisations
covering geographical areas such as CEPT,
CITEL etc. This is because a policy can
emerge at these fora which a national
society will learn about after its acceptance
by their administration. That is why IARU is
so important, and why IARU faces ever
increasing costs in representing amateur
radio in these arenas.

My band totals worked for the 9 band
DXCC look quite good now with only 160m
presenting any long term problem!
Band
160
80
40
30
20
17
15
12
10

Worked/Confirmed
67/66
99/96
141/130
96/91
174/151
104/97
176/152
83/77
153/132
210/196

Amateur radio has some very good friends
amongst administrations and at ITU. Most
problems appear because administrations
don't know about amateur radio, and its
peculiarities as a radio service, rather than
antipathy. Only the work of IARU (as
official Observers, and thus without any
country bias) can minimise these problems.
One example of the goodwill that we have
came from a country's delegate (who is best
left unidentified) to one of the meetings to
which I went to support various technical
aspects regarding amateur radio. He told me
'I don't understand what this is about, but Mr
X said I had to support your position, so that
is what I am doing'. Mr X is a Region 1
IARU official!

All
70,444 CW QSOs, 30,150 stations (42%
unique)

From Peter, G3RZP: Hello Don,
Dayton 2000
The bookings at the Crowne Plaza hotel
opened in June - and closed within a few
days. I called the Tuesday afterwards; no
rooms left. The day they opened, KE9NA
was told that they only had a few double
rooms left - and they went fast. I guess
someone made some big block bookings. So
if anyone is aiming on going to Dayton next
year, I suggest you make sure of your hotel
booking ASAP. I managed to get into the

So investing in your station could be of no
use to you without investing in DX and
amateur radio. How long do you expect to
keep your £3000+ transceiver? 10 years?
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(KE9NA sends his call phonetically one
time)
HC8N: Kilo Echo Nine Norway America
59-10 (3)
(HC8N responds with KE9NA's full call and
gives the contest exchange -- in addition,
HC8N implicitly poses the question "Did I
copy your call correctly?")
KE9NA: 50-04 (4)
(KE9NA answers with the contest exchange
-- by *not* reiterating his callsign, KE9NA
implies "Yes, you have my call correct.")
HC8N: Thanks, Hotel Charlie Eight
November (5)
and so on.
Note that if HC8N blows the callsign as
K9NA on over #3, KE9NA still has a
chance to straighten him on over #4, to wit
HC8N: Kilo Nine Norway America 59-10
(3)
(HC8N responds with the full call and gives
the contest exchange -- in addition, HC8N
implicitly poses the question "Did I copy
your call correctly?")
KE9NA: Negative. It's Kilo ECHO Nine
Norway America, you're 50-04 (4)
(KE9NA answers with the contest exchange
-- by reiterating his callsign, KE9NA is
implicitly answers HC8N's question "No,
you are *incorrect* -- the correct call is Kilo
ECHO Nine Norway America and I am
raising my voice a little when I say ECHO to
emphasise the part you have wrong.")
HC8N: Kilo ECHO Nine, thanks, Hotel
Charlie Eight November (5)
If HC8N made a trivial error in KE9NA's
callsign and/or if HC8N hears over #4
clearly, he will probably make an over like
#5 and press ahead without a positive
acknowledgement from KE9NA. However,
if KE9NA is weak, or if there was QR.M
during over #4, or if for any reason
whatsoever HC8N is uncertain, he will
invite additional overs by saying something
like
HC8N: Kilo ECHO Nine Norway America,
is that correct? (5)
(HC8N asks for a confirmation of KE9NA's
callsign, and implicitly says "I have been
awake for 51 straight hours and I am really

Me: Golf Three X-ray Tango Tango
Him: G3XTT 59
Me: QSL 59
Him: QSL P51DX QRZ?
If all I had sent were last two, various things
might have happened:
Him: P51DX QRZ?
Me: Tango Tango
Him: Tango Tango 59
Me: Golf Three X-ray Tango Tango 59
Him: QSL P51DX QRZ?
Did he get my callsign correctly or didn't
he? Of course, he could have repeated my
callsign in his last transmission, but if he got
it wrong I would have no opportunity to
correct him, whereas in the earlier example I
could have corrected my callsign if
necessary during my second transmission. In
any case, the second format takes longer
than the first. Even worse would have been:
Him P51DX QRZ?
Me: Tango Tango
Him: QRZ the Tango Tango
Me: Golf Three X-Ray Tango Tango
Him: 03xTT 59
Me: QSL 59
Him: QSL P51DX QRZ?
Now we are up from five to seven
transmissions. This is getting to be a serious
waste of everybody's time. Yes, of course
there will be times when he only gets part of
your call. But a good DX or contest operator
will be able to pull a full call out in a very
high proportion of QS0s, even when there's
a lot of QRM.
This is how Trey N5KO, who I consider to
be one of the finest contest operators
around, put it on the Contest Reflector:

"Here is an annotated example of the best
possible contest QSO:
Thanks, Hotel Charlie Eight
HC8N:
November (1)
(HC8N solicits a call from anyone)
KE9NA: Kilo Echo Nine Norway America
(2)
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QRZ CONTEST
Don Field, G3XTT
Since the last Digest I have seen the final
results of both the 1998 CQWW Phone and
CW contests. I'm not going to publish the
UK results in full here as they will appear
elsewhere before long. However, I did want
to acknowledge the excellent results
achieved by UK stations. In the Phone
contest GIOKOW was l g in Europe (setting
a new European record into the bargain),
single-op all band, with 7,388,788 points,
and GW4BLE 5th in Europe with 4,520,836
points, GM4FDM 5 th in Europe on 21MHz
with 907,144 points, GMSV world 4th and
rd in Europe on 14MHz with 1,031,400
points, and M8T was 1 S1 in Europe multimulti with 16,183,028 points.
In the CW event GIOKOW (operated by
GIONWG) was second in Europe, single-op
all-band with 6,961,240 points, G4BUO 3 1g
Europewith5,073GU6W(op:
G3XTT) 4th Europe 5,047,170, GOIVZ 7 th
Europe4,7206.On8MHzJef9A
(better known as 9H1EL) was l g in Europe
with 840,434, followed by GW3YDX
726,193, G3MXJ 620,172 and GW3WVG
511,932. Three G's out of the top four, and
Jeff really a G, albeit operating from a little
farther south. On 21MHz GM4YXI was 3 g1
inEuropewth672,15inso4MHz
GM3POI was 3gl in Europe with 820,080
points, and on 3.5MHz GMOGAV was 4th in
Europe with 249,000 points. In the QRP allband category GOOGN was 8 th in Europe
with 446,879 points. In the Assisted all-band
M8Z was r in Europe with 3,295,396
points.

effort in the CW contest brought just three
replies. All three were keen, two as
operators and the third to help with logistics.
However, I didn't consider this enough to
mount a serious multi-op effort and had to
withdraw our interest when another team
asked to use the Guernsey Club's station for
the event. However, I'm very grateful to
those who did express and interest and will
keep them in mind, along with any others
who might come forward, if any other multiop effort starts to emerge. My own plans for
that event are certainly not yet firm.
Last Two

After the IARU Contest, I had an e-mail
from an overseas friend, a very keen
contester, to this effect:
"After the IARU contest, I had an email
exchange with a G. He was amazed to hear
that full callsigns are a great idea; he'd been
yelling only the last two letters for some
time, and wasn't too pleased when I told
him off."
As it happens, there then turned out to be an
exchange of views on the Contest Reflector
on exactly the same topic. Of course, the
two letter issue applies not only to contests,
but to day-to-day DXing as well, and pretty
much the same arguments apply.
It's not clear where the two-letter myth came
from, but perhaps it's a result of net
operations where the net controller often
asks for "last two". In this situation, last two
is probably quicker than trying to take full
callsigns. But in a pile-up, whether contest
or DX, the advantage of sending full
callsign is simply that it offers the
opportunity for the contact to be completed
more quickly, thereby upping the QSO rate.
Him: P51DX QRZ?

These are excellent results all round and, all
being well, will be repeated in this year's
events.
On the subject of this year's contest, my
enquiry last time about interest in a CDXC
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Many will change rigs in less time than that.
But for around 10% each year of the cost of
new rig, you can be an RSGB member (or
member of your national society if outside
the UK) and help ensure that you keep bands
to use it on.

details on DXpeditions, contests and page
upon page on ham radio links.
The site includes a unique "DX Diary",
which, month by month lists DXpeditions
large and small the world over. The style
shows the start and finish date of each event,
together with details, qsl manager and other
information.

73 Peter G3RZP

Updated each day with the latest amateur
radio news, dxbands.com is destined to
become an important online resource.
Web users can find the site at
http://www.dxbands.com

From Nigel G4KIU: July sees the launch of

a comprehensive Amateur Radio Portal on
the web.
dxbands.com is designed for amateurs
throughout the world the opportunity to find
up to the moment amateur radio news,

GREEN STAMPS for SALE

CDXC has a large number of 1$ US notes for sale.
They will be sold on a first come first served basis in $10 bundles for the amazing price of £6.50
a bundle. Send your cheque payable to 'CDXC' to me at the address at the front of the Digest
together with a first class stamped, self addressed envelope. $s 'lost in the post' cannot be
replaced, it is at your risk.
Bob Whelan,

G3PJT, CDXC Treasurer.

This is my 12th year as distributor of Calibook & ARRL items, and I would like to offer
members of CDXC special prices on these items:
Callbook CD-ROM 1999 Summer Edition (new Edit feature): $38.95
QRZ! Ham Radio CD-ROM (v.13): $16.95
ON4UN's Low Band DXing: $26.95
ARRL's Wire Antenna Classics: $13.95
ARRL's Low Power Communication: $13.95
ARRL Antenna Book (18th ed.): $26.95
'99 ARRL Handbook (retail $32): $28.95
QST Views: $34.95 ('15-'29, '30-'39, '40-'49,
(LTO))

@ $29.95

Any other ARRL item available at discount.
E-mail: aa6ee@earthlink.net
Web site: http://www.radiodan.com/aa6ee/
73, Duane Heise, AA6EE
16832 Whirlwind Ln, Ramona CA 92065 Phone: (760)789-3674
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NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. - ed.)

SWL NEWS

Bob

Treacher, BRS 32525
(brs32525@compuserve.com )

Pathfinder QSL Search Tool

Pathfinder makes it easy to find QSL information in web-accessible sources. Enter a callsign,
and click a search button. No joy? Click another search button. The program is pre-loaded with
the ability to search 12 popular sources of QSL information. You can modify these searches if
desired, or replace them with new ones. Pathfinder runs on PCs with Windows 95, 98, or NT.
You may freely use Pathfinder for personal use; it contains no advertising. Commercial use is
expressly forbidden.
You can download Pathfinder via the web from http://www.qsl.net/pathfinder, or via ftp from
ftp://ftp. swl. net/pub/oe1002419/.
My thanks to K3TKJ for hosting Pathfinder deployment, and to the beta testers - WA2VEE,
MOBRK, N4TKP, VE3IRF, G-13038, 0E1002419, W7KEU, KAOK, N6ZAE, KC5LK, AD1C,
AK7O, KB6NAN, NC9T, VE9OV, W7TSQ, AA9GZ, KI4RU, W9OL, NI6T, and KG6OK -- for
their suggestions and encouragement.
73, Dave, AA6YQ
1999 "HILLVIEW GARDENS" BORNEO DXPEDITION.

Bob, N200/9M600, announced that a 3 week DXpedition partially sponsored by the Hillview
Gardens Resort has been set for November, 1999. The list of operators are: Bob Schenck,
N200/9M600 (DXpedition leader); Jani Kusmulyana, YBOUS/NM6US/9M6US (Hardware
engineer); Mike Mraz, N6MZ; Tom Harrell, N4XP and Paul Newberry, N4PN. Operations are
scheduled to include activity from three different DXCC entities/countries. Schedule is as
follows:
November 7-11th - 9M6AAC Hillview Gardens, Sabah, East Malaysia
November 12-18th - 9M600 Layang-Layang Island, Spratly Islands
November 18-21st - The team will be attending the SEANET Convention in Brunei
November 21-25th - V8(???) Brunei (TBA)
November 25-29th - 9M6AAC Hillview Gardens, Sabah, East Malaysia. The team expects to be
an entry in the CQWW CW Contest. Operators N200 and N4PN.
Currently, 3 or 4 stations are being planned for the 9M600 operation.
QSL 9M6AAC and 9M600 via N200, Bob Schenck, PO Box 345, Tuckerton, NJ 08087-0345,
USA. V85 callsign TBA. A special Web site is being set up and shall be maintained with regular
updates and photos during the operation at: http://www.qsl.net/n2oo
However, during the 9M600 "Spratly" activity there is no InterNet access available and regular
updates will not take place. Currently, there are no plans for a log search. Contributions for this
DXpedition would be most appreciated. Contact point for this DXpedition is Bob Schenck,
N200, and he can be E-mailed at: n2oo@ardnet or via mail: Bob Schenck, N200, P.O. Box
345, Tuckerton, N.J. 08087-0345 U.S.A. Also, check out the Hillview Gardens Resort's Web
page at: http://www.alfons.com Also, visit the 9M6AAC Web site now found at:
http://www.qsl.net/9m6aac
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a little and will be featured in my October
SWL column in Radio Communication. The
changes are not in the format of the contest,
they just make it clearer that a) anyone who
uses "DX Summit" or the packet cluster
MUST submit an entry to the "multi-single"
section; b) it is NOT necessary to log the
station being worked; c) separate log sheets
MUST be submitted for each band; d) a
country multiplier check sheet and a cover
sheet MUST be provided; e) any entry not
complying with all the rules may be omitted
from the results listing; and 0 any entry
which is poorly presented or is not within
the spirit of the contest WILL be omitted
from the results listing.
The RSGB HF and IOTA Convention will
also soon be upon us. Mick Toms
BRS31976 and I will be manning a stand
especially for SWLs during the weekend,
and on the Sunday morning we are chairing
an SWL Forum where we will try to answer
questions about listening habits,
experiences, good practice, etc. Any CDXC
SWL who would like to help man the stand,
at any time during the weekend but
especially on the Sunday morning, is invited
to contact me - either by e-mail
<brs32525@compuserve.com > or by phone
- 0181-265-7735. Mick and I are still
finning up our ideas on the exhibits for the
stand, so any additional ideas at this stage
will be well received. It would also be
interesting to hear from our licensed
colleagues about any aspect of SWLing
they would like to see covered.

With temperatures in the shack hitting 40
degrees C, there has been nothing startling
in the way of DX logged recently. Holidays
have also curtailed activity. Most listening
has been on 50MHz, where OD5SB was
heard for DXCC entity no. 118. Other DX
has included Z23JOR and Z21FO.
Last year's CQWW SWL Challenge results
are now available. I am pleased that there
were several CDXC entries. A Results
Booklet has been produced so if anyone
wants a full report of the event they can send
me sufficient return postage. A few brief
details - There was a total of 96 entries to
the SSB (75) and CW (21) sections. Both
the SSB and CW Single Operator winner
was well known Belgian SWL, Jean-Jacques
Yerganian ONL383. In the multi-multi
section, I am pleased to report that the
London SWL Team consisting of
BRS31976, G3XWK, G3SXE, G8JNZ,
RS102891, RS177448 and myself set a new
world record score of 1.24m points from a
total of 621DXCC entities. The multi-single
section saw another G victory, with
RS174461 collecting more points than the
French team of F-11556 and F-16156. In the
CW section another G winner was the multisingle log from CDXC member G4YVV. It
was useful to have three check logs, two of
which were from G4ODV and GD4UOL.
There were first-time logs fromT9, 5B4, ZL
and YU. Logs for the biggest contest in the
SWL Calendar have now been received
from 37 DXCC entities.
The 1999 SSB contest will soon be upon us,
so now is the time to consider whether you
will join in the fun. The rules have changed
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SONY MDR-IF420R CORDLESS HEADPHONE SYSTEM
Alan Jubb, G3PMR (SHACKLOG@aol.com)

I originally purchased my Sony MDR1F420R in order to listen to music whilst the
XYL was watching her TV soaps. However,
when a fault developed on my Heil Pro-Set,
I transferred the Sony headset into the shack
— it's been there ever since.

plugged into the headphone socket of the
audio equipment, there is a separate line
level input. There are some additional
features of interest for hi-fi use, but of no
relevance to amateur radio use.
In Use

The MDR-1F420R uses an infrared
communication system, with a range of
around 10m, and a relatively wide
transmission envelope. I have a long narrow
shack, and I can hear the sound from my FT990 anywhere in the shack. This allows me
to monitor DX operations whilst working at
my second PC, which is located at the
opposite end of the shack to the radio gear.
This has proved a real boon, especially when
waiting in turn for DX operations working
by numbers! The carrier frequencies are 2.3
MHz (right) and 2.8MHz (left).
The system comprises three major units — an
AC power adapter, a transmitter unit, and
the headphones. A rechargeable NC-AA
battery powers the headphones; a neat
feature is that when not in use, the
headphones can be hung on the transmitter
unit, whereby the battery is re-charged. The
documentation supplied states that the
system is "not affected by the memory effect
of the Ni-Cd battery". The headphones turn
on automatically when you put the
headphones on, and turn off when you
remove them.

My first comment is that I now wouldn't be
without the headphones in the shack. They
are very comfortable, light (320g including
battery), and give me complete freedom of
movement in the shack, without messy
cables. The position of the transmitter unit is
not critical.
The real test came in the recent IOTA
contest, when I used them for the first time
over several hours of operating. They
remained comfortable throughout. There are
a couple of niggles — a sharp movement of
one's head can result in the battery falling
out, but this is easily solved with a piece of
sticky tape. During the IOTA contest, I did
find that the headband gradually moved, but
this wasn't too much of a problem.
The audio response of 12Hz-24kHz isn't
ideal for amateur radio purposes, but I don't
find it to be a problem. The audio is very
clean, and degrades gracefully as one goes
out of range of the transmitter. I have found
that if I put my head within a few cm. of a
PC monitor, a certain amount of QRM is
generated! The battery life on a single
charge is around 70 hours, depending on
audio level, so there's plenty in hand for a
48 hour contest.
From an amateur radio point of view, the
only thing that is missing is a boom
microphone, but that would add to system
complexity, requiring a further IR
transmitter/receiver pair.

The headphones are of the totally enclosed
variety, with a self-adjusting headband, and
replaceable ear pads. There is an integral
volume control, which allows control of the
audio level without the need to go back to
the radio. However, I have found that it is
not necessary to use this.
The transmitter unit is a neat unit, powered
by the separate power adapter. It has
separate left and right phono sockets, so you
could conceivable monitor two radios, one
on each channel. As well as the above
connections, which are intended to be

I fully recommend the Sony MDR-IF42ORK
Cordless Stereo Headphone System — it is
available for around £90.00 from your Sony
store.
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East Timor

Rich Boyd, KE3Q, notes The Washington Post's story that Monday August 30th the people of
East Timor will be given the opportunity to vote for independence from Indonesia. East Timor,
originally scheduled to vote on August 8th, was a former Portuguese territory until it was
invaded in 1975 by Indonesia, which was then annexed the following year. Results are expected
within 7 days of the vote. For more details check out the Washington Post's story at:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WPlate/1999-08/25/1591-082599- idx.html
(since the vote, press reports indicate a lot of unrest, but almost certainly an overwhelming
majority vote for independence — ed.)

NEW FREE ARCHIVE WIRELESS WEB SITE

Just a quick short note to let you know of our new free web site launched today, called Poldhu
Wireless Station which can be found at http://www.poldhu.com
It contains the history of Marconi's Station at Poldhu Cove here in Cornwall and the famous
event of the first transatlantic signal of December 12 th 1901. Plus there's lots of interesting old
photos and reports other great Transoceanic Stations, not forgetting the story of Marconi himself.
Many thanks and best wishes.
Peter Hughes, Archivist, Poldhu Wireless Station Ltd.
FROM THE ARRL PROPAGATION BULLETIN
W7MIC sent email recently asking about some of the numbers used in this bulletin. Here is a
very basic explanation.

Amateur Radio operators who use HF generally like increased sunspots because it correlates
with better worldwide radio propagation. When there are more sunspots, the sun puts out
radiation which charges particles in the ionosphere. Radio waves bounce off of these charged
particles, and the more dense these clouds of ions the better the HF propagation. When the
ionosphere is more dense, higher frequencies will reflect off of the ionosphere rather than
passing through to space. This is why every 11 years or so when this activity is higher 10 meters
gets exciting. It is at a high enough frequency, right near the top of the HF spectrum, that radio
waves propagate very efficiently when the sunspot count is high. Because of the wavelength,
smaller antennas are very efficient on this band, so mobile stations running low power on 10
meters can communicate world wide on a daily basis when the sunspot cycle is at its peak.
The sunspot numbers used in this bulletin are calculated by counting the sunspots on the visible
solar surface and also measuring their area. The solar flux is measured at an observatory in
British Columbia using an antenna pointed toward the sun tuned to 2.8 GHz, which is a
wavelength of 10.7 cm. Energy detected seems to correlate with sunspots and with the density
of the ionosphere.
Other solar activity of concern to HF operators are solar flares and coronal holes, which emit
protons. Since the charged ions in the ionosphere are negative, a blast of protons from the sun
can neutralize the charge and make the ionosphere less reflective. These waves of protons can be
so intense that they may trigger an event called a geomagnetic storm.
The Planetary A index relates to geomagnetic stability. Magnetometers around the world are
used to generate a number called the Planetary K index. You can hear the Boulder K index
updated every three hours on WWV, or by calling 303-497-3235.
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FW8ZZ - Recollections of K7LMU

A one point change in the K index is quite significant. A K index below three generally means
good stable conditions, and above three can mean high absorption and poor reflection of radio
waves. Each point higher than three is a big change in conditions.
Every 24 hours the K index is summarised in something called the A index. A one point change
in A value is not very significant. A full day with the K index at 3 will produce an A index of 15,
K of 4 means A of 27, K of 5 means A of 48, and K of 6 means A of 80. You can find an
explanation of these numbers on the web at
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/stp/GEOMAG/kp_ap.html.
The number reported here is the Planetary A index, which is sort of a worldwide average based
on the K readings from a number of magnetometers. The numbers reported on WWV are the
Boulder K and A index, measured in Colorado. Generally the higher the latitude of the
measuring station, the higher the K and A indices reported. This is because the effects of
geomagnetic instability tend to concentrate toward the polar regions of the globe.
You can get a lot more information by reading the chapter on propagation in any recent edition
of the ARRL Handbook. Another good source is a book titled The New Shortwave Propagation
Handbook, by George Jacobs, Ted Cohen and Robert Rose, published by CQ Magazine.
Note that this week we have two sets of solar statistics, covering the past two weeks. Users of
the WA4TTK solar graphing software will want to create two files from this bulletin, each with
just one of the following paragraphs. This will allow the software to seamlessly grab the data
and enter it into the database in a two step process.
You can write to the author of this bulletin via K7VVV@arrl.net .
This follow-up then appeared the following week:
Many positive responses to last week's bulletin about the meaning of the solar and geomagnetic
indices, and among the mail was a tip from K9MIF about http://hamradioonline.com/1998/jun/wwv.html, which was created by KC7LVZ. This web page has some nice
explanations for the various solar numbers, and what they mean to hams. N6RT sent along a
pointer to http://dx.qsl.net/propagation, which he created to show solar information from a
number of sources in one handy location.
Scott Craig, WA4TTK has an update to his solar plotting program. This freeware takes data
directly from this bulletin and plots it on your computer. If you aren't running it yet, now is a
good time to download it, because the data files have been updated through July 24. You can
add to it by taking the data out of these bulletins, which the program can do automatically. Go to
http://edge.net/—scraig/sol.htm for the download.

New Yasme Award Manager
As you may have read, the Yasme Foundation lost a long-time supporter and Director, with the
recent passing of Dick McKercher, WOMLY. His efforts on our behalf will be missed,
especially his many years of managing our Yasme Award program. Effective immediately,
Randy Wright, W6CUA, is the new Yasme Award Manager. Award applications and
correspondence may be sent to Randy at:

Herb Asmussen, GOWAZ/OZ7SM (herbGOWAZ@aol.com )
became VS6DO of 80 & 160 fame.

Triggered by the information by Jarmo
Jaakola, OH2BN, I would like to put pen to
paper with some additional information
regarding XW8AU, alias K7LMU, Chuck
Swain. I was living in Hong Kong from
1960 until 1971 where I first operated as
VS6AJ (the Club Call) and later VS6AD.

It was through Chuck I met W9WNV, Don
Miller and the two of them often popped in
and we had many delightful and happy
nights on the roof garden under the stars and
bringing our tributes to Bacchus. It was also
quite an experience to watch W9WNV key
the rig with one hand, write the log with
other, copying several call signs and
carrying on a conversation with other chaps
in the shack, all at the same time!

I never met Ted Thorpe, ZL2AWJ, who had
the same fate as Chuck when their boat or
catamaran disappeared in the South China
Sea during a typhoon. These notes therefore
are about Chuck, K7LMU.

Don and Chuck discussed possible DXpeditions in the area, some of which were
bona fide, others not so!

In the early 60's we were a group of hams in
South East Asia who loosely met in the
evenings on 14200. Regulars were several
VS6's like VS6EK, Drake (SK); VS6BE,
Lyell; VS6FS, Tony (SK) and VS6AJ often
with visitors from hams stationed in SE
Asia; 9M2DK, 9M6??, Jungle Jim from
Jesselton, 9NEMM, Father Moran ; 4S7PB,
Patty and HS's (like K3ZO) and XW8's from

One day Chuck called me on the phone
whilst he was in VS6. I could hardly
understand him. He had lost his voice during
a very hairy operation they were on. He
never told me the real details. I accompanied
him to a prominent ENT doctor but he could
not find anything causing his problem. Later Chuck went to Geneva in HB9 to
consult a specialist. Also no diagnosis; he
was told not to smoke and not to drink
booze. One night one of his buddies got
married in Vientiane, Laos and Chuck threw
caution to the wind: He smoked, got drunk
and so on and when he woke up, his voice
was back!

Laos.
One was Bill, XW8AX (called LederhosenBill, as he had been stationed in Munich)
and XW8AU, Chuck. Chuck was flying
with Air America, a US Govt. operation
which plied the skies in the Orient. Chuck
became a very frequent visitor to Hong
Kong and always stopped by my office for a
cup of coffee or a 'business lunch'. As I was
making use of the Club Call VS6AJ being
the Hon Sec and later President of
H.A.R.T.S. we operated more or less an
'open house' for visitors and also non-Brits
stationed in VS6. Amongst the latter were
Taizo, JA3AER and Paul Bailey, who joined
the HK Police Force when he was 18 yrs
old. He was old enough to chase the
criminals in the back streets of Hong Kong,
but not old enough to get a ham license from
the Stamp Sellers! When reaching 21 he

We celebrated that later in Hong Kong. I can
only confirm the accolades Jarmo, OH2BN,
has so fittingly attributed to Chuck. He was
a great guy!

73 Herb, ex VS6AJ, ex VS6AD, now
GOWAZ
PS: Someone recently told me that the
FW8ZZ logs did not get lost! Strange??

Randy Wright
18432 Milmar Boulevard
Castro Valley, CA 94546
U.S.A.
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bookshelf.

remain sceptical of the claims for elevated
radials.

I found this a book to consult rather than to
read cover to cover and in this respect the
chapter indexing is helpfully detailed even if
the contents of some chapters are a bit
surprising. For example, the sections on
parasitic vertical arrays surely have more in
common with vertical driven arrays than
they do with Yagis and Quads, the chapter
where they will be found. No
acknowledgement of G6XN's vertical array
ideas which were surely the basis of the
K8UR sloping dipoles square array.

Of course the book's target market is the US
and the details of the full size Yagis for 80
make the mind boggle at the engineering
and expense involved. That said the Yagis
and Quads chapter provides very useful data
on how to build an antenna which is robust
and able to withstand extreme weather. And
it is in this way that the book is valuable to
us lesser mortals.
The chapter on DXing from a Small Lot was
very interesting but I gained the impression
that several of the designs were just that,
design ideas, waiting for someone to reduce
them to practice. And as the radiation
impedance of some of them will be very
low, good ground systems will be required.
Perhaps in a later edition some practical
results could be included. The last chapter,
Contesting, sets out the philosophy behind
the OTxT contest station. The section on
mutual interference reduction is worth
reading. This chapter could make the basis
of a separate publication on contesting in
general. Perhaps that's what John and the
ARRL has in mind.

Modelling is one of the themes which runs
through the book, maybe half of the antenna
examples given are modelled , as distinct
from practical results. You might find this a
bit surprising but at least it emphasises the
fact that these days a bit of playing around
with ELNEC etc. can save a lot of time in
the rain ! However most of the modelling
programmes just can't handle the
environmental aspects of your QTH,
assuming you could make a guess at what
they might be!
The chapter on receiving antennas contains
detail of the most recent designs, EWE etc.,
which have appeared elsewhere together
with a rejuvenation of the Adcock DF array
in the form of a rotateable vertical two
element dipole. Missing from the analysis
though, is the simple fact that although you
can make such a system quite small, as the
size and spacing go down so does the output
and below a certain size the output is below
the noise floor of a receiver. Thus a
minimum size can be calculated. As I
reckon this is about a 6-7m boom at 160 it is
a bit on the big side for a ground rotateable
array.

My main criticism of the book is the poor
editing. In many places the sub editor should
have shortened the prose. This would have
had the sharpened the conclusions and
highlighting important aspects. It would also
have made it shorter. For example putting 9
pages of station details in the second chapter
is a complete turn off. This survey data
should have been in an appendix and just the
conclusions put in the chapter text.
As usual with ON4UN's books the
bibliography is extensive, though I have to
say not comprehensive, and some of the
references are out of print. The ones in Ham
Radio for example, though ON4UN does
offer to help. There is a disk of software
programmes which can be purchased for
$50 which goes with the book. And
helpfully there are plenty of worked
examples so that you can check your results
and understand how to use the software.

The section which compares elevated radials
with ground radials is a good review of
current thinking, but apart from one or two
generalisations the results still seem
inconclusive, depending on the quality of
the ground and the situation in which you
find yourself. I still believe you don't get
something for nothing in this world and
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Randy may also be reached via e-mail at:

wrights@worldnet.att.net

The Board of Directors wishes to express its appreciation to Randy for assuming the duties of
the Yasme Award Manager.
73, Bob Vallio, W6RGG, Secretary, The Yasme Foundation

EHam.net
Amateur Radio finally has its community site in eHam.net . On September 1, 1999, eHam.net
opened its doors at http://www.eHam.net . eHam.net can best be described as a community of
ham radio operators from all over the world. These ham radio operators share ideas through chat,
contribute news articles, buy & sell, take practice exams, get propagation information, DX
spotting, and a variety of other applications designed for hams.
eHam.net Features (version 1.0):
1) Callbook - More than just the FCC data, it also includes interesting personal notes submitted
by each person.
2) DX Spots - Spots from around the world with one click access to QSL manager and callbook
info.
3) Classifieds - Buy and sell your ham gear here (it's free!)
4) Ham News - Latest ham radio news with an opportunity to post your comments on each story.
5) Chat - Chat with hams around the world. Hold club meetings. Meet people here for on air
schedules.
6) Ham Exams - Exams automatically generated from the FCC test pool. Take a test and see
your graded answers immediately.
7) QSL Managers - Find the fastest way to get the cards you need.
8) Propagation - Why wait for WWV when you can get up to the minute data from NOAA.
9) Survey - Answer the question of the day.
10) Speak Out - A lively editorial forum for comment on ham radio topics.
11) eHam Detective - Search ALL ham radio mailing list archives on the web. Not just
contesting.com .
12) Ham Spotlight - Each view of the home page includes a profile of someone from the ham
radio world. Every time the home page is refreshed, the spotlight changes.
13) Links - On every page of the site you can type in a keyword to search. The site has over 2500
different ham radio links already. By far the biggest and best collection of ham links on the
Internet. We also have a rating system for each link entered. The eHam.net community can rate
any link from 1 to 5 stars!
14) Friends Remembered - A place to remember SK friends. It occurred to us that a callsign
listing in the pages of QST magazine just wasn't enough.
15) Product Reviews - Review any ham product you own or come here to read reviews about
products you are considering buying. I know a couple of companies that will hate us for putting
this one up!
73 & thanks for your time & consideration.

Bill Fisher, W4AN
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GENERAL TOPICS
FRESNO OVER THE LONG PATH
Martin Atherton, G3ZAY (g3zay@btinternet. com )
airport, I tried to re-confirm my Mornington
flights and was told not only that they had
no record of me on their computer but that
both flights were already fully booked. The
only option seemed to be to go straight out
that morning, a day earlier than planned, and
come back a day earlier via an overnight
stay in Mount Isa. The local airline initially
didn't want to know about my problem but
when it became clear that I had a confirmed
reservation on the Air New Zealand / Ansett
computer system which had somehow failed
to register on their own network they
became much more helpful. Ultimately Air
New Zealand came up with an ex-gratia
compensation payment of £100 for this
cock-up. And, fortunately, the owners of the
fishing resort on Mornington confirmed that
they would be able to meet me off the
Monday flight.

I set off from London on Thursday March
25th 1999 with a BA/Qantas round the
world ticket - having planned all the
Australian radio operating via the Internet.
My first stop was in Singapore where I had
been hoping to visit Mike Selby, 9VIXQ,
who I first knew some 30 years ago when he
was living in New York State. As
schoolboys we had maintained a weekly
schedule on 20 metres for several years and
my first trip to the USA back in 1971 was to
stay at his QTH and join him teaching ham
radio at a summer camp. Unfortunately
Mike was just heading off to London with
his family so we only managed a brief chat
on the landline from my hotel. His
consultancy business has prospered and he
has a magnificent QTH in central Singapore
with a heavy duty motorised tower and an
impressive array of beams. We meet
frequently for a quick drink when he passes
through London but I'd been hoping for a
closer look at his station.

The ACA people in downtown Cairns were
expecting me as I had already e-mailed them
with all my details so I was back at the
airport with the VK4CAY licence in good
time for the lunch-time flight to
Mornington. The only problem was weight
- my internationally issued ticket said "2
Pieces" of baggage but there was a strict
weight limit of 15kgs of checked bags.
Fortunately the airport had a number of
baggage lockers so I had to pack the bare
essentials into some shopping bags and
leave the rest (including standby PSU and
tools) in a locker.

David Rankin, 9V1RH, met me on the
morning of my first day in 9V and took me
for a brief tour of the island finishing at the
QTH of well-known DXpeditioner James
Brooks, 9V1YC. James was taking part in
the CQWPX SSB contest and allowed me to
operate for an hour or so to get the feel of
the bands from Singapore. He manages to fit
a tower with HF beam, and 2 phased
verticals on 40m, into a fairly small urban
lot on the edge of the main city area.

The flight to Mornington headed up over the
coastal mountains at Cairns, stopping en
route at a couple of townships surrounded
by enormous areas of flooded savannah
(this was the end of the rainy season) before
dropping through thick cloud onto the
tarmac runway at Gununa, the only
settlement on the island. Brenda, the co-

My next flight was overnight from
Singapore to Cairns touching down around
0815 on Monday. Plans were to spend the
day in Cairns, sort out an Australian licence
over the counter at the local Australian
Communications Authority office, and then
head out to Mornington Island (an IOTA
new one) on Tuesday. On the way out of the
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lecture room at Ranger's House which will
be used beforehand to teach groups a little
about radio communications, which will tie
in with the technology stream of the national
curriculum.

of equipment and antennas are proceeding,
but so far we have failed to secure an A3WS
or similar beam for 17/12m. If any CDXC
member can help with this specific item
please can they contact me.

In addition to coming along to help operate
the station, we would like assistance from
CDXC members to help present ham radio
to the visiting school parties. You do not
have to be a trained teacher, just be willing
to help out on a few sessions and perhaps
introduce some new blood to the hobby.
Project Echo is the first stage of the RSGB's
Millecom project which will continue
throughout the year 2000 with the object of
getting youngsters interested in ham radio.

I hope I have shown that this is a serious
project with great opportunities to tell the
public about ham radio and to recruit
newcomers, especially the young, to the
hobby. From the beginning we realised that
all our goals could not be achieved by Cray
Valley RS alone. We need help from CDXC
members, who make up the majority of
active DXers and contesters in the UK.
Look out for progress updates in RadCom
and on the web site, and please consider
giving a few hours of your time to help with
the schools programme. If you want to run
pileups from a DXpedition-style station
without having to travel to somewhere
exotic, then sign up as an operator of
M2000A. Each operator has to be a member
of CVRS and there is a special one year
membership fee of £2.50 which allows
operators of M2000A free access to
Ranger's House. For further information
please contact me (01892 870400, email
g4buo@compuserve.com ) or Bob Treacher
(0181 265 7735, email
brs32525@compuserve.com ) and to take out
millennium membership of CVRS contact
Bernie Harrad G8LDV (01474 566062,
email berniharrad@tesco.net )

As part of the schools programme we have
struck a deal with C. M. Howes to make
available receiver kits at a much reduced
price so that interested youngsters, either
singly or in groups, can build a Shortwave
receiver capable of hearing not just
M2000A, but most of the stations that we
are working.
As a contester I am keen that M2000A will
be heard in several contests during January
and February, to help demonstrate this
aspect of the hobby to hams and non-hams
alike. QSLs will be handled by G4DFI,
QTHR and we plan a full-colour four-sided
card similar to the 9MOC QSL. Negotiations
with a number of sponsors for the provision

Low Band DXing by John Devoldere, ON4UN.
Third edition, publisher ARRL, (1999).
ISBN: 0-87259-704-0. 586pp. 16 chapters. Available from RSGB.
Bob Whelan, G3PJT
together with extensive revision of most of
the chapters of the earlier editions, make this
a valuable reference book for any radio
amateur (and not a few professionals
either!). The focus is on 160, 80 and 40, but
there is so much material which can be
generalised to the other HF bands that this
book deserves to be on most antenna buffs

To save you reading this review, buy the
book if you have an interest in low band
DXing and antennas.

The third edition of Low Band DXing is
greatly enlarged over the earlier two
editions. It is as thick as the ARRL Antenna
book itself. Two new chapters on Low band
DXing from a Small Lot and Contesting,
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A DXpedition on Home Soil
Dave Cawley G4BUO, HF Manager, Project Echo (g4buo@compuserve.com )

Undoubtedly the major event of 1998 for
CDXC was the hugely successful 9MOC
Spratly DXpedition. Tucked away in an
edition of CDXC Digest early in that year
was a note from Bob Treacher asking for
help with a radio station to celebrate the
millennium. From that germ of an idea has
grown a major project which will establish a
DXpedition-style station at Greenwich, on
the prime meridian, for two months from
31st December 1999 to 29th February 2000.
The plan is for two 70ft crank-up towers and
three HF stations capable of simultaneous
operation, together with VHF operation on
6m and 2m.

suggestion of English Heritage we now plan
to operate from Ranger's House, a Jacobean
villa located at the edge of Greenwich Park,
facing onto Blackheath. It is in a marvellous
location for radio, with a good takeoff in all
directions, and one corner of the building is
located on the meridian line.
We are very grateful to English Heritage for
their help in developing the project and they
have recently told us how appropriate is the
use of Ranger's House for an event linked
with the New Year. Until 1752, the New
Year in England began on 25 March.
England followed the ancient Julian
Calendar, which lagged 11 days behind the
rest of Europe which followed the more
recent Gregorian Calendar (introduced by
Pope Gregory XIII in 1582). It was Lord
Chesterfield, owner of Ranger's House, who
introduced the Calendar Act of 1752,
replacing the Julian Calendar with the
Gregorian Calendar and bringing England
into line with the rest of Europe. At the
same time Chesterfield pushed through a
law making 1 January New Year's Day,
instead of 25 March.

Bob established a sub-committee of the
Cray Valley Radio Society to run the project
and we are now looking for additional help
in the run-up to the project, and also we are
inviting anyone who wants to come and
operate during the two-month period to
come forward now. In prospect is a major
operation - we are targeting 50,000 QSOs without the need to travel to the South
China Sea.
With the support of RSGB and the DTI, we
have secured the very special callsign
M2000A. Operation will commence at
12.00UTC on 31st December and in the
initial 24-hour period we plan to contact
stations all around the world as they cross
into the new millennium, starting with ZL
and finishing with KH6. The station will be
open to the public and, located only two
miles from the Millennium Dome, this will
be a marvellous showcase for ham radio.

John G3WGV has joined the organising
committee and he will be supplying the
logging software, which was so successful
on Spratly. Once again Richard G4ZFE has
kindly agreed to run the log server. This will
be accessible from our web page
www.qsl.net/m2000a which is being built
by Steve Smith, GOTDJ. John is continuing
to enhance the logging software and has
added Packet Cluster support - a feature
which was not necessary on Spratly!

In developing the project Bob first gained
the support of the St. Mary's Community
Association in Eltham, where Cray Valley
RS has met for the past 30 years. They in
turn presented the project to the London
Borough of Greenwich, whose Council
Leader sent a letter of recommendation to
English Heritage. The original idea was to
operate from Eltham Palace, but at the

At an early stage we chose the name Project
Echo, which stands for Eltham Contacting
Hams Overseas. One aspect of the project
which aims to involve the local community
is a schools programme. Many of the
schools in the London Borough of
Greenwich will be sending parties of
children to view the station. There is a small
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owner of the fishing resort, was at the
airport to meet me and we headed off in her
4-wheel drive pick-up to tackle the 25 km
dirt track to Birri. The first few hundred
yards were under several feet of water but
after that the road dried out (though there
were several rough, rutted, and slippery
patches to come) and we were able to get up
to around 25 or 30 mph.

my FT890 kept on cutting out. I initially
thought this was a problem with the internal
temperature sensor but it eventually proved
to be a faulty fuseholder in the power lead.
The second fuseholder developed the same
fault a few days later, and, taken in
conjunction with subsequent problems with
the switched mode PSUs cutting out, I am
beginning to wonder if the FT890 may be
drawing too much current.

The road was well constructed and wide
enough for two or three lanes for most of its
length - and curiously went almost nowhere.
There were just a couple of aboriginal
families living in homes along the road and
a few tribal camping grounds. At Birri it
gradually narrowed down to a single lane
and I was told eventually petered out in the
bush a few kilometres to the north.

In total I made about 1300 QS0s from
Mornington Island, and the Wellesley
Islands are now OC-227.
On Wednesday morning my flight was due
to leave around 0930 - and fortunately the
airline had come up with an alternative to
the overnight stop at Mount Isa. By
changing planes at Karumba I could be back
in Cairns by lunchtime and if I moved
quickly could then make the last ferry from
the Cairns waterfront for the 45 minute trip
out to Fitzroy Island for an evening's
operating from the rare OC-172.

The Birri resort is a collection of "motel
style" units, some with air conditioning and
en-suite bathrooms, and caters both to
holidaying fishermen and to visiting
professionals and government officials
working in Gununa. There was an outdoor
bar and restaurant area - not ideal at the end
of the "wet" as the mosquitoes were quite
numerous and the locals had already told me
about the hazards of dengue and Ross River
fever. I ate every meal reeking of insect
repellent and on the one occasion I forgot to
do my ankles was scratching for days
afterwards.

Packing up the Butternut took a little longer
than usual as a family of lizards had taken
over the tubing and coils and one had to be
"persuaded" out of the centre of the 10MHz
loading coil. The weather had been a little
drier during my stay and the journey back to
the airport took half the time it had on the
way out - even though we had an enormous
trailerload of fuel drums tied on the back.
Brenda's husband's driving style was more
to rely on momentum to carry us over any
sticky patches than to pick his way
cautiously through them. The weather also
brought out the wildlife. Wallabies by the
hundred scattered into the bush as we roared
along. I declined the invitation to take a
closer look at the snakes basking in the
warmth at the edge of the road as most
featured in the list of the 10 deadliest in the
world!

I had the Butternut erected quickly and was
on the air by about 0900z to catch the last of
the long path 20m opening to Europe. I
actually started off on 15m at 0850 but the
band was quiet and I soon QSYd LF. There
was a compulsory break for dinner - and
although I was the only guest, there was a
little community of staff who were
extremely curious about the reason for my
presence amongst them. One was
particularly concerned that although I was
giving out one credit to several thousand
participants I could only claim a single
IOTA credit for myself. "Tell this G3KMA
guy that we don't think it's dinkum" he said.

All the travel plans worked out, I picked up
fresh clothes from the airport locker, and
was established in a beach-front cabin on
Fitzroy by about 1600 local time. This
proved to be a major luxury resort. The

Operating was not entirely trouble free as
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establishment with CATV and minibar in
each room and was met at the harbour by
their bus. The site was a little cramped and
there were overhead power lines running
past the best antenna spots but I eventually
managed to find a few square metres of
earth for the ground stake. The antenna as a
whole was a little close to the building and I
was concerned that the steel roof would be a
problem - but in practice it worked OK.

with
covered
island is hilly and
impenetrable rainforest, but on its northern
edge (with good take-off short path to EU)
are a collection of cabins, bunkhouses, and
camping areas, together with a swimming
pool, bar, and cordon-bleu restaurant.
I put the Butternut on the edge of the beach
and was QRV by 0826z - though the
landscape pretty much ruled out long path to
Europe on 20 metres. Fortunately 15m short
path was wide open and the QSO rate
peaked at 200 per hour. Neville G3NUG had
a small problem working me. His power
company had decided to impose a power cut
and he had left his beam on the long path so
that he could work me on battery power.
Fortunately he was still audible off the back
of his beam and we had a better QSO later
on when the power was restored.

Even though Thursday Island is close to
Papua New Guinea it is officially malaria
free. But unfortunately it is not dengue fever
free and as there was a small outbreak
during my stay I had to double up on the
insect repellent whenever I went out for a
walk or antenna work. (Dengue is usually
only like a bad case of flu and confers
immunity against future infections by the
variant responsible. There are however four
different variants and a second infection by
one of the other variants can be lethal.
Female mosquitoes can pass the bug to their
offspring so it can be difficult to stamp out.
Public health measures focus on removing
mosquito breeding sites in old tyres, tins,
etc.)

As the rather high price for the cabin
included all meals I was determined to get
value for money and went QRT for a while
in the middle of the pile-up, for dinner. One
has to get one's priorities right in these
situations! For the future I would strongly
recommend a few nights at the Fitzroy
Resort to anyone finding themselves in the
Cairns area.

The operating pattern was pretty much the
same as at the other locations. 20m long
path to Europe around 0500-0900 (with the
Austrian and Italian stations coming in an
hour or so before the UK), 15m short path
from 0900, 20m to the USA around 12001300, and then 20m short path to Europe
from 1300. 10m was generally disappointing
with JAs but not much else coming through.

I was due to fly up to Thursday Island (OC138) in the Torres Strait Group on Friday
morning and had to leave Fitzroy on
Thursday afternoon as the first boat on
Friday would not allow enough connecting
time to get to the airport - especially as I
would need to spend more time with my
wardrobe at the baggage locker. The flight
up north was on schedule even though the
weather there was still quite stormy and we
touched down on time at Horn Island, a few
kilometres from Thursday. Horn Island
airport was built during WW2 and is the
main transportation centre for the Torres
Strait Islands. Passengers for Thursday have
to transfer by coach to the jetty a few miles
away and then take a launch across the
straits to Thursday.

My neighbour phoned the hotel manager
around mid-night to complain about the
noise of someone shouting in the next room
so for the first time in my DXing life I had
to use CW for more than a handful of QS0s.
Looking at my log I count 170 CW QS0s
which must be more than in my entire
amateur radio career to date!

printed, and my card duly arrived about a
year after the QSO. On the other hand,
Pedro, HK3JJH is a very good QSLer, so
when my card for a QSO with HK3J.TH/4,
SA-084, hadn't arrived after a couple of
months, I knew that there was a problem. I
checked with Pedro, who confirmed that all
cards for that operation had been sent, so I
sent a second QSL – I'm still waiting for the
reply.

information files, in a folder on my PC. It
then takes only seconds to electronically
search the complete folder of information
for reference to a particular callsign, so it's
easy to see whether the call of interest
figures in the "QSLs received" information.
[The files in this folder contain a mine of
other useful information that is easily
retrieved.] If it doesn't appear there, I will
often ask a question on the Internet Islands
reflector – that's always a helpful and useful
source of information. If the response to that
is negative, I will then consider sending a
repeat card. A case in point is FOOMAC
(OC-027), which was coming up to the first
anniversary of my QSO. An enquiry on the
Islands reflector yielded no results other
than comments from others in my situation,
so I concluded that nobody had yet received
a QSL. Soon afterwards, it was reported that
the QSLs for the operation had now been
IOTA

Call

Date

For stations for which I anticipate that there
may be postal difficulties (Russia, CIS,
South America and some South East Asian
countries), I will always send a bureau card
at the time of my direct card —this has
sometimes yielded results.
For those who are interested, here are the six
outstanding QSLs of more than four years
old.

Status

Given up. I worked TM2F on EU-081 in the 1999
06-Jun-88
EU-081
TX9IPA
IOTA contest, so I expect a card from that QSO.

AS-070

UAOQX/A

15-Sep-90

Given up

AS-029

UAOQJG/0

01-Oct-94

Given up

AS-101

HS8AS

25-Mar-95

Still hoping – I've asked HSO resident CDXC

members to help on this one. I have tried two directs and a bureau card so far.
SA-059

YV5ANF/P 11-Apr-95

SA-053

CE7LHG

17-Jul-95

Still hopeful! Some people have received cards.
Given up. Nobody seems to have received a card.

If anyone can help with these, it would be
much appreciated! To show that one should
not give up easily, the day before writing
this piece, I received a card for a QSO with
ZWOX (SA-025) for a QSO in April 1995.
This was, however, in response to my third
and final attempt to extract a card.

have to work in excess of 200% to get
100%. I rarely need to work a second station
for a given island (there isn't a second
option for most of the islands I work these
days), and have only had to re-QSL a
handful of stations. I hope that your success
rate improves soon, Jorgen.

My experiences are in direct contrast to
those of Jorgen, MOAXP, who says you

Good QSLing to all!

Why go to Thursday? Simple, even though I
had worked an operator there, I had never
been able to get a QSL card so the only
option was to go there myself. The operator

I had a reservation at Thursday's top hotel the Jardine Motel - a modern air-conditioned
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print out with the relevant info on it, which
keeps me busy in the evenings when there is
nothing else to do. So why not give
mobiling a try? I am sure that you would

enjoy the challenge and when that rare
station says "there's a mobile station there,
the mobile only" it makes it all worthwhile.
Good DXing and 73 de Bill G4YVVY/M.

IOTA QSLing
Alan Jubb, G3PMR (SHACKLOG@aoLcom)
This note is prompted by Jorgen Faxholm's
article The QSL Pathfinder in the May 1999
CDXC Digest. Jorgen mentioned that I must
have a "secret up my sleeve" to have only
two QSLs that I've given up on out of 500
IOTAs. Actually I may have exaggerated
slightly, but only slightly, when I said there
were only two that I've given up on — it's
certainly in single figures, as you will see.

I've given up on (yet!).
However, this chart doesn't quite give the
full picture — further evidence that IOTA
QSLing is now reasonably good is provided
by the following chart, which analyses my
IOTA log over the first seven months of
1999 — the very recent past. This chart
shows that even though I have 30 QSLs
outstanding during that period, a significant
number have already been receive. In fact
73% of cards sent out in the first six months
of the year have been replied to. I think
that's quite a reasonable performance by the
IOTA stations and their QSL managers.

Over the years, there has been a lot of bad
press concerning poor QSLing by IOTA
stations. However, it was my feeling that
over the last two years or so, things have
markedly improved. Jorgen's comment was
the stimulus that I needed to gather some
statistics from my log — easily done with
modern logging software.

I don't propose to elucidate here on "the
secret up my sleeve", because there isn't
one, other than following all the good
practice that has been published in these
pages over the last few years — if the Editor
wishes, he could no doubt persuade me to
write something on this for the November
issue!

Of course, having just a few outstanding
QSLs on the "given up" list doesn't mean
that I only have that many outstanding. I
typically have an outstanding total of around
25-30 IOTA QSLs at any one time, although
at the moment it's a little higher than that
(586 worked, 549 confirmed), not due to
poor QSLing, but because of the twelve new
ones worked in and immediately after the
IOTA Contest, just a week before writing
this — no chance to have had those QSLs
back yet!.

However, I will make a comment on
repeated attempts at QSLing. I hear stories
about people sending a second QSL after a
couple of months if they haven't had a
response — I'm talking about direct QSLing
of course. I think that doing this without
some research first is a complete waste of
time and money. Personally, I don't usually
send repeat QSLs until at least a year has
passed, and will always check to see what
the QSL status of the station is — there's
absolutely no point in sending a second QSL
if nobody has received a QSL from the
offending station. The easiest way of doing
this is to search back copies of DX News
publications. I keep old copies of The Daily
DX and 425DXNews, along with other DX

I've analysed my outstanding IOTA QSLs
and produced an aged Outstanding QSL
chart — see below.
From this, you will see that my feeling that
IOTA QSLing has dramatically improved
over the last couple of years is confirmed by
the data in my log. In that period, the
majority of my outstanding IOTA QSLs fall
into the most recent three-month period.
There are six very old ones, not all of which
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I worked seemed to have left the place as
none of the hotel staff recognised his name.

couple of short breaks) until around 0930z
with QSOs peaking at 200 per hour.

Departure from Thursday Island was on
Easter Sunday when I had a complex
sequence of flights via Cairns and Sidney to
Adelaide. All went well and by 1845
Adelaide time I was driving out of the
airport in a rental car headed for Granite
Island and a meeting with Bob VK5AFZ
and Willem VK5BFT. Bob had mentioned to
G3KMA via e-mail that he planned to
activate this new one over the Easter period
and had accepted Roger's suggestion that I
should join him to help with the initial
European pile-up.

Bob and Willem had to pack up fairly early
in the evening but I made arrangements for
the taxi to collect me at midnight and
continued in the open air with just my
FT890/Buttemut, deckchair, and generator.
Initially this worked fairly well (even though
I'd forgotten a torch for logging purposes)
but the switched mode PSUs finally decided
they'd had enough. The first failed when one
of the ceramic RF decoupling capacitors
shorted the mains input to earth and the
second developed an extreme sensitivity to
temperature (or something) and began to cut
out after every two or three QSOs. This
must have been very frustrating for the pileup as I would work a few people then
disappear for five minutes, come back for
two minutes, disappear for five, etc. etc.
Eventually the spare PSU died completely
and I could only sit in the dark and wait for
my ride.

Granite Island is a wildlife reserve (Fairy
Penguins commute at dawn and dusk to and
from burrows in the rocks) and the
authorities had issued a permit for a single
day of operating. The island is only a few
hundred metres offshore and is connected to
the mainland by a wooden pier. A local taxi
company is allowed to drive across so we
were able to move tables, chairs, a
generator, antennas etc on Monday morning
without any problems. We had three stations
available but it turned out that there was
only enough power to keep two of them on
the air. I had my FT890 and Butternut, Bob
had his FT 101ZD and G5RV, and Willem
had a homebrew set-up with a magnetic loop
antenna. Bob and Willem operated initially
while I took photos and wandered around
the island. I took up the microphone on 20
metres around 0400z and continued (with a

Together we probably made about 1000
QSOs from Granite Island which is now
OC-228. Bob and Willem will be returning
for further operations. My thanks to the
IOTA Development Fund for covering the
costs of the Granite Island QSLs. On
Tuesday I drove back to Adelaide and
connected through Sidney to Los Angeles
for a couple of days rest on Santa Catalina
Island (NA-066), without a radio, before
heading up to the Fresno Convention.

Putting V4 on the air, or How Not to make thousands of OSOs from a
Caribbean island
Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG / V47JVG.
The Caribbean. A dream destination for
many holiday-makers and a dream location
for many radio amateurs. Surely you just
turn up with your QRP rig, a bit of wet
string and sit down, rum punch in one hand
and mic or key in the other, to make 10,000
QSOs per week (single-op), without really
trying? Well, no, not exactly.

In June, Eva and I visited St Kitts for the
first time, although back in 1990 we had a
great holiday in Anguilla, VP2E, and made a
short side-trip to St Barts, FJ. A few
thousand QSOs were made as
VP2E/G4JVG. Way back in 1984 I was part
of a British contest DXpedition group which
operated as VP2MW in the CQ World Wide
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equipment at the airport before meeting our
rep who put us in a taxi to the Sun 'n Sand
hotel.

SSB contest from Montserrat, now sadly
largely destroyed by the volcano and moreor-less off-limits, at least for a nice relaxing
Caribbean holiday.

The (British) hotel manager there was very
grumpy and wasn't at all keen on the idea of
my putting up even wire dipoles. "I have to
consider the aesthetics of it all for the other
guests", he said. In the end he relented and
gave me permission to use one, small
(maybe 15ft), palm tree as a support. We
were in a brand-new luxury block they've
just built, and right on the Atlantic coast —
great accommodation, but the block
(presumably made of reinforced concrete)
was slap bang between the antenna and the
Atlantic, and at 30ft was about twice as high
as the antenna.

In the story of woe that follows, please bear
in mind that this trip was first and foremost
a family holiday, and not a DXpedition,
unlike the Montserrat experience. We had a
wonderful holiday and I would thoroughly
recommend St Kitts as a destination to
anyone who wants a peaceful holiday in the
sun, with friendly people, some truly
excellent - if pricey - gourmet dining, and
quite a lot of interesting sight-seeing, which
in itself is an unusual phenomenon in the
Caribbean. But if you're planning to do a
DXpedition to St Kitts, do not go to the Sun
'n Sand resort at Frigate Bay.

Had this been a DXpedition and not
primarily a holiday, I might have changed
rooms to somewhere with a convenient tall
palm tree (though there weren't many, most
of the tall ones had been blown down by
Hurricane David last year). And if I had
taken a vertical instead of dipoles, and also
had been able to move to the opposite side
of the new block (where there were no trees
at all) I would have had a clear take-off for
thousands of miles across the Atlantic
towards Europe. But the manager was so
unaccommodating I didn't feel like asking,
and besides, I hadn't taken a vertical, only
dipoles, and there would have been nowhere
to support them from on the opposite side of
the hotel block.

My problems started upon arrival at the
smart new Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw
international airport, a stone's throw outside
Basseterre, St Kitt's capital. St Kitts,
unfortunately, has a reputation of being a
drugs staging post, although we saw no sign
of any drugs abuse on the island, other than
one or two spaced-out Rastafarians who'd
been on the ganja. Certainly the island
appears to be wealthy, with lots of posh
cars, but no apparent sign of where the
wealth comes from, other than tourism,
which is fairly low-key but towards the
high-end of the market. Presumably because
of drug smuggling, though, the customs
officials at the airport inspect everyone's
bags, and anything remotely suspiciouslooking - including ham radio equipment - is
impounded.

We arrived on a Friday afternoon, which
meant it was not possible to arrange
licensing until the Monday morning.
Licensing was a real palaver and took
virtually the whole day. I had been told the
man to contact was a Mr Christian Dowe at
the Police Station in Basseterre. So we (Eva
was traipsing round town with me) went to
the Police Station and asked for Christian
Dowe. We were told that sadly he had
passed away last year, but his job is now
being handled by Inspector Reuben Pullock.
The conversation went something like this:
"Can I see Inspector Pullock, then?" "No,

"Do you have a licence for this?", a stemfaced customs official asked. "Yes", I
replied, showing him my British licence.
"No, no, I mean a St Kitts licence", he
explained patiently. I did not feel it
appropriate to argue that I had sent a couple
of faxes in an attempt to obtain a licence in
advance for just this sort of possibility, but,
unsurprisingly, the faxes had gone
unanswered. So I obtained an official
customs receipt and had to leave the
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THE JOYS OF MOBILE DXING
Bill Slater, G4YWY

Thursday so the batteries do very well. As
well as DXing I also chase islands, and USA
states of which I now have 47, so I am very
pleased with the way things are going.

Hi, my name is Bill Slater, callsign
G4YWY. I am a new member of CDXC and
thought I would introduce myself and tell
you about my operation as G4YWY/M. Due
to restrictive covenants in the lease of my
studio flat, I cannot put up any antennas,
although I do have a loft space due to being
on the top floor of a two storey building,
where I have a Slim Jim for 2m and packet,
which I have just installed.

I also go over to Guernsey quite often to see
family who live over there so I also get the
pleasure of being a DX station myself and,
to confirm what Phil Cooper GUOSUP
wrote in the July99 Digest, it can get quite
headbanging at times due to the fact that not
a lot of GUs are active. Consequently the
whole world comes back at you as soon as
you put out a CQ call, especially when
someone puts you out on the PacketCluster.
It takes a while to get used to it but once you
do it's quite good fun and you soon learn to
work to a pattern. I now usually work by
numbers and it seems to be more workable
and easier on the ears. My last visit in June
was quite disappointing though, with only
210 QSOs in about 6 one-hour outings. The
bands were in pretty bad shape, but you
can't have it good all the time.

I am also experimenting with a half wave
dipole for 17m. The main problem lies in
the fact that the communal TV aerial is
bolted to the wall of my loft, as is the
booster for the other seven flats, not a happy
situation, hi hi!!!. The way things are going
at the moment, it seems that I may be able to
go out on either RTTY or CW on low
power, so I will have to swat up on that, not
having used CW since passing the test. SSB
seems out of the question. At least I may be
able to sit and play radio from the comfort
of my armchair in the winter, but for now all
my hamming is done mobile.

To get back to mainland working, I find
myself again working to pattern, listening to
the DX station and trying to sense when he
stops calling or tailending. I do find that
some DX stations will give QRP, portable
and mobile stations a chance if they hear
them. Not all. Most seem to go for 5/9
signals all the time which is understandable
if they want to give as many people as
possible a rare entity but it would be nice to
hear more people give us mobiles and QRP
a chance. Anyway, I am quite happy with
my set-up and the contacts that I am getting.
I don't think I will make the honour roll. I
am a bit too long in the tooth for that. I am
almost 70 years old, but I am enjoying
myself and have made a lot of friends all
over the world and am learning all of the
time. You cannot ask more of our hobby
than that. I also print my own QSL cards on
my computer. My main card is a photo of
me and the car which I scan in and then

I have only been active on HF since I retired
four and a half years ago, and in that time I
have tried many antennas with my TS430S
and 100w, but I seem to have found a good
one in the Outbacker Perth. The location I
go to which is almost a thousand feet above
sea level with almost 360 degree takeoff
certainly helps. I mainly work on 17m which
is my favourite band, and on 15m, but will
try other bands according to conditions. My
antenna covers 10 to 80m, the SWR staying
at 1.5 to 1 on 17 over the whole band and
1.5 to 2 to 1 over the 15m band. To date I
have worked 177 countries of which 137 are
confirmed at the moment, earning me the
DXCC Century award in August 98.
I use two batteries, the main car one until it
starts to go down and then a spare one that I
charge up indoors once a week. I only
usually go out twice a week on Tuesday and
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3RD PALAU DX PEDITION
T88MT-M isao(JJ1DWB), T88YH-Hiro(7N1 KAE), T88LJ(JM 1 US)
"Hide" JAATLJS ( T88LJ, EX:T88KH ) Iljs@interlink.or.jp )
We went to the Republic of Palau for a
DXpedition between April 27 and May 5.
The team included T88MT "Misao"
(JJ1DWB), myself and T88YH "Hiro"
(7N1KAE) who is a university student at my
university. For me this was my third Palau
DXpedition for me, having previously used
the callsigns of T88KH and T88LJ.

freely. He can also help with advice on
licensing.
We operated on 3.7, 7, 14, 18, 21, 24, and
28MHz for Europe. Europeans contacts
were the majority on most bands. The
European pile-up on 18MHz was terrific
every day. The S meter never went down on
our split frequency of 10kHz. Our 18MHz
log is filled with Europeans, with upwards
of 1,000 stations. I also put in a lot of effort
on 3.7MHz, with about 100 European
QSOs.

Palau develops remarkably, every time I go,
new buildings increase. Though it is a small
country, it is always congested and full of
cars. Many people come to Palau, which has
beautiful seas, from the world for the diving.
The older inhabitants of Palau aged can
speak Japanese, because in the past these
islands were Japanese territories. Many
people have a Japanese name, as does
President Nakamura. Nowadays people
speak the Belau language, but can usually
understand Japanese to which it has many
similarities.

I was also pleased to work friend John
A25/G3HCT on 7MHz. In total we made
about 8,300 QSOs. I must apologise for the
limited SSTV operation. We worked only
two European stations and some Asian
stations. This was due to a complaint from a
member of JICA (a Japanese volunteer
group) who had a connection with the Palau
government. I didn't fully understand what
the problem was.

Japanese amateurs often visit Palau as a DX
Vacation. DX Vacation is Japanese-English.
In other words, see the sights and include
some amateur radio.

We were happy with the result, and will be
sending out many QSLs with the CDXC
logo. We appreciate everyone who called us
and hope to return to Palau next year. We
look forward to working you.

However, we did a more serious
DXpedition. We built two roof towers, and
all beam antennas were used above 14MHz.
The antenna system was a 3 element Yagi
for 14/21/28MHz, twin(independent two
antenna) 2elements HB9CV for 18/24MHz,
5elements Yagi for 50MHz. And some
transceivers were used. Output was 500W
on all HF Bands.

QSL information is as follows:
T88MT - JJ1DWB ( OK in Callbook)
T88YH - 7N1KAE ( not in Callbook)
Hiroyuki Yamada, 2-9-209, Chigusadai,
Inage-Ku, Chiba-City 263-0013, JAPAN
Thank you. 73, Hide, JM1US / T88LJ /
V63LJ / 3D2U / VK6SJS, Hideyuki Kai, 422-15, Takata-Higashi, Kohoku-Ku,
Yokohama-City 223-0065, JAPAN

George T88GN always takes care of us. He
is owner of the VIP Guest Hotel. The hotel
includes permanent antennas, which many
amateurs are likely to use in future. George
welcomes amateur radio operators from
anywhere in the world. If you hope to visit
Palau, it is good to reserve his hotel. He has
a Guest Shack, and he will let you use it

(Thanks to John G3HCT for bringing this
write-up to the Digest. John and I have tried
to make Hide's English as readable as
possible — in any case, it's a lot better than
our Japanese!)

he's not in." "Is there anyone else that can
deal with it'?" "No, he's the only one that
does it." "Will he be in later?" "Yes, come
back in about an hour and he should be in."
So we went for a cold drink and an hour
later found that Pullock had indeed been
back, but had just gone out again. They
obviously felt very sorry for us as by this
time we were pretty hot and sweaty, and
they said that Pullock had gone for a
meeting at government headquarters. "If you
go down there, you might catch him".
So we walked down to government HQ
(fortunately nowhere is very far away from
anywhere else in Basseterre) only to find
that no-one there had ever heard of Reuben
Pullock. When I explained what I wanted,
they pointed me at a first-floor office where
we were met by a Mr Glenroy Dear. It
transpired that Pullock never has been
responsible for radio licensing, although he
took over the other duties from Christian
Dowe. When Dowe died, radio licensing
was taken over by Glen Dear, the
government's Chief Telecommunications
Officer. He's also a lapsed ham. But that was
only the start of the story. Glen Dear is a
charming man, but don't expect anything to
be done in a hurry. It it took, literally, hours.

by customs, I needed a licence to get it
released. "Oh, that's OK", says Glen Dear,
"I'll give you a letter to take to the customs
people". It then took him over 45 minutes to
compose and print out a three-paragraph
letter humbly requesting all assistance and
co-operation from the customs in order to
permit me to satisfy my endeavour ... etc.
Customs were not terribly impressed by the
letter, and some considerable negotiation
was required to prevent having to pay
import duty. I have operated from more than
25 DXCC countries around the world and
can honestly say that, apart from Fiji (which
is entirely a different story) St Kitts was the
most bureaucratic and difficult from which
to get on the air.
Eventually I obtained my equipment and had
a verbal licence. I was on the air, but the
absorption was such that the whole spectrum
was virtually dead all day up to an hour or
so before local sunset (1500UTC) - and then
we were out for wining and dining every
evening, so not a lot of time was spent on
the radio. The result was only 330 QSOs in
two weeks! And 200 of those were in two
really good, though short-lived, EU runs on
17m for an hour or so before dinner-time.
I looked for, but did not see, any ham
antennas on St Kitts or Nevis - and we
travelled around St Kitts several times and
Nevis once — so unfortunately I didn't get to
meet up with any of the local hams. I was
expecting to see a few antennas as we drove
round, but didn't, so didn't have any other
way of contacting them. Laurie, G3UML,
says there was a ham with a big beam just
above where he stayed at the Frigate Bay
Hotel last year, but again, we didn't see it. I
presume a lot of antennas were lost in last
year's hurricane.

The next step of the procedure was to walk
to the Inland Revenue office, pay for the
licence, obtain a receipt and take it back to
Government HQ — by which time Glen Dear
had disappeared for lunch.
After lunch we found him again, but he
hadn't done the licence. In fact, he could
only find one blank licence document and
obviously didn't want to give me that and be
left with none, so (instead of photocopying
it) he said he'd get it scanned, printed out on
a colour printer, then completed for me - but
could I come back the next day to pick it
up? In the meantime he said I could operate
as V47JVG (there's a choice of V44/G4JVG
or V47JVG type callsigns - the days of
being able to choose your own suffix are
apparently over.)

There were two Americans getting their
licence at the same time as me - but I didn't
hear them on at all (perhaps they were CWonly operators?!) — in fact I didn't hear any
other V4 activity at all in two weeks.
We had a hire car for a week and visited two
sugar plantation inns on St Kitts, Rawlins

But because my gear had been impounded
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only a matter of time before Nevis becomes
independent from St Kitts. He thinks that
after a while they'll have another referendum
on the question of independence. Last year
they voted 60% in favour, but needed a 2/3
majority to change, so they were not very far
short of their target. St Kitts-Nevis is
already the smallest independent state in the
Western Hemisphere, and Nevis is by far the
smaller of the two islands, with a population
of only 8000 - 9000. Apparently the
Nevisians don't like the political party
squabbling on St Kitts and they complain
that all the tax revenue generated by several
posh and expensive resorts on Nevis - the
Four Seasons, Nisbet Plantation, Montpelier
Plantation - is used by the Kittitians to keep
the St Kitts' roads in good condition and that
they never see any of it on Nevis. Certainly
the Nevis road was dreadful compared with
the one on St Kitts, so it could even be true.

and Ottleys, for lunch. Our favourite was
Ottley's Plantation Inn and we went back
there for our wedding anniversary dinner they made us really welcome and it would
be a wonderful place to stay, if you could
afford it! You can see what it's like at
www.ottleys.com For the radio ham, Ottley's
Estate has some interesting history, as it was
the site of one of the first "mega stations" in
the late 1970s. The estate was apparently
then owned by an American ham known as
'Kit' Carson, VP2KC. They set up a multimulti contest station and set a new world
record in the 1979 CQ World Wide DX
phone contest. The story is told briefly, and
there are several pictures, in Jeff Briggs',
K1ZM, book, DXing on the Edge - the
Thrill of 160 Meters. Kit Carson is
presumably a Silent Key now: there's no
'Carson' listed in the callbook, although
V44KC belongs to someone else
(presumably re-issued). I also didn't see any
sign of concrete tower bases or bits of wires
in the palm trees at Ottley's!

If Nevis did become independent, I suspect a
two-week DXpedition (even with dipoles at
15ft) would make a lot more than 330
QSOs!

We met an ex-pat journalist who now runs a
bar in downtown Basseterre, who says it's

Contesting and DXing from the auroral zone
A visit to OH2U
David Aslin, G3WGN (david@aslin.demon.co.uk)
different types of snow and sheet ice. (I can
think of more than a few UK drivers who
might benefit from these in our rare snowy
winters!) It's easy to see why the Finns
excel at rally driving — they can get a licence
at 12, and for 8 months of the year, they are
driving on snow and ice; for the other 4
months, outside the towns, they are driving
on dirt roads!

In my article in an earlier CDXC Digest
(March 99) I described the very pleasurable
visit I made in January to the Contest Club
Finland Convention. My tale left off on the
Sunday morning, when a visit to OH2U was
planned. Here is the story of that visit.
Sunday morning had dawned clear and with
a light snow falling — and a temperature of —
7°C. Pasi OH2IW, Toivo ES2RR/OH2LUR
and other OHs picked up 12 or so not-sowide-awake contesters at 10a.m. for the 45
minute drive West to OH2U (formerly
OH2HE) , Finland's largest multi-multi. On
the way we learned from Pasi about the
relative merits of studded tyres and some
new high tech 'friction' tyres for driving on

Although the South of Finland is relatively
flat, there are numerous small hills of a few
lOs of meters high. As we drove over the
last one, OH2U became obvious — the
several small (80 —110 foot) were hard to
pick out in the greyness of a snowy morning,
but there was no mistaking the 200 footer on
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A little more excitement than we had in
mind...

top of the next rise, with stacks for 40, 20,
15 and 10. I've seen antennas this size in
California, but never before in Europe —
quite awe-inspiring.

The trip home was uneventful, but the visit
most memorable. Just as a reminder, the
next CCF Convention is on January 21-23
2000. I can strongly recommend it. A
bonus is that you get to hear the top CQWW
99 stories before they are aired at Dayton!
Contact Pasi OH2IW
(pasi.luoma_aho@sysopen.fi ) if you'd like
to be kept up to date with the plans and
travel details. CCF's website is at
www.contesting.com/ccf

Waiting to meet us at the station was
OH1JT. The station is on his land and his
garage doubles as the shack. Inside we saw
a fine workshop with a range of machine
tools and lots of swaged aluminium tube,
element to boom mounts, stainless steel Ubolts, etc., etc. There were also several
small rooms where the operating positions
are established just prior to each contest.

OH2U Station Details

A couple of the stations were still set up
from the last contest, so Luca IK2NCJ
wanted to keep his tradition of making at
least one QSO from every country he visits.
He was soon on 20, speaking Italian at
machine-gun speed to a friend running
barefoot. I glanced down at the S meter on
the FTIOOOMP — 50dB over S9 — I've never
seen mine go that high, even with a local.
The 4 over 4 stack certainly does its job!

The station is built up to its final state before
every contest. The only fixed installations
are the towers and some amplifiers. Most of
the radios and computers are brought on site
just before the contest.
Antennas:
Ant.1
Ant.2 Ant.3
Full size GP Beverage W/NW
Beverage South
2 el. wire beam SW
4-square
80
Dipole
3/3 el. Yagi 2 el. Yagi
40
3 el.
5/5 el. Yagi 4/4 el. Yagi
20
Yagi
4 el.
6/6 el. Yagi 4 el. Yagi
15
Yagi
5 el. Yagi
4/4/4 el. Yagi
10
4 el. Yagi
6 el. Triband
20,15,10 6 el. Triband Yagi
Yagi I.
Band
160

In addition to the 200 foot ROTATABLE
tower, OH2U has several small towers, a
full-size 80m 4-square, a full-size (130ft) 'A
wave vertical for 160m, plus several
beverages shared between 80 and 160m.
The 10m station is in a separate sauna cabin
(every Finnish home has one), but located
200metres away across the main highway.
CT is networked to this station via a 2.4Ghz
microwave link and there is a 100ft tower
with a 5 over 5 stack.

Towers:
61 m 33 m 28m 24m
Antennas & towers made by Oy Finnish Antenna
Ltd

With planes to catch and other
commitments, the stay at OH2U was all too
brief. Time to get the cars back down the
snow covered track to the main highway.
This time I was travelling with Toivo
ES2RR, Carsten DL6LAU (J3A) and Ben,
DL6FBL (CN8WW). We learned all about
why studded tyres would have been good for
these conditions at the first corner on the
track — Toivo's Opel Calibra slid straight on,
coming gently to rest against a tree. With a
bit of pushing and shoving from his
passengers, Toivo was able to reverse back
onto the track and we were soon on our way.

Radios:
3 x FT-1000MP + amp
1 x FT-1000D + amp
2 x TS-850S + amp
3 x TS-930
1 x IC-756 + amp
1 x Drake R4-C

Computers:
10 x 386/486/Pentium + Ethernet card + CAT
with wireless LAN bridge to 10m shack
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CDXC AGM and Summer Social
at G3OZF's QTH 3 July 1999
(Thanks to G3OZF and G4JVG for the photos)

