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EDITORIAL
DENNIS ANDREWS, F5VHY
Despite solar flux figures remaining depressingly
low and the doomsters predicting the end of DXing
as we know it, the past couple of months have
produced plenty of interesting attractions on the
bands.
From the European point of view, the
outstanding operation was, perhaps, the 82,000
QSOs from VP6R – an average of 5,500 each day
including over 20% with EU.
Also keeping us busy in the shack were DXpeditions from D68CCC, A82X, 6O7O,
5K0K, TO80SP – all relatively local. The RF from the Pacific in the shape of C21WW,
ZK3A, A35JA plus two operations from Western Kiribati – T30L and T30GC, were all
something more of a challenge.
This Digest includes reports from both the RSGB Convention at Milton Keynes and
the Club’s attendance at the Newark Hamfest. As well as attracting new recruits to
CDXC, there was the opportunity for members to meet up with the Committee. Plans
are well in hand for our own AGM and Convention at Loughborough in May which
will build on the success of this year’s event at the same location. We will have a full
program of speakers headed by Dave, K3EL who will be leading next February’s
DXpedition to South Orkney. Booking will open on December 1st on our website. It
already looks like a weekend not to be missed!
CDXC has always provided support for Club Log which plays an important part in
our DXing activities. So we were pleased to be in a position to make a big financial
contribution towards the planned expansion of its capabilities. It’s always amazing to
reflect on how the brainchild of Michael, G7VJR has developed into a worldwide
facility that, nowadays, we could hardly do without.
Many of us are finding it difficult to come to terms with the changes that are
happening in our hobby, especially relating to the forecasts of declining band
conditions and the increasing popularity of digital modes. You will find two articles in
this current Digest that provide some interesting ideas from members who look to fit
their DXing in with the current changing environment.
Mark – ZL3AB provides some thoughts on the recent article by Bob Locher –
W9KNI that suggested revision to the set-up of DXCC. Mark’s view is that revision is
needed but it needs to be changed to provide greater encouragement to younger
operators who are still attracted to competition but find the current approach
outdated. A letter from David - G3UEG, recounts how an initial look at FT8 led to him
finding renewed interest in the hobby and shelving thoughts about giving up radio
entirely.
It would be interesting to hear from others on how they are maintaining their
interest in these changing times!
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TRANSMISSION LINES
CHRIS DUCKLING, G3SVL
At last - some DX!. We usually expect DXpeditions in the
October-November timeframe and then again from February
to May, but this autumn seems to be a bonanza. It follows an
exceptionally quiet summer as far as the bands are concerned.
It’s pleasing to see the CDXC flag prominently displayed in the
shacks of these DXpeditions. Our sponsorship programme
certainly provides exposure for the Club – but then we are one
of the bigger DXpedition sponsors in the world.
It is also the time of year for the Newark Hamfest and the RSGB Convention. The
decision to be back at Newark with a CDXC stand went exceptionally well and by
negotiation with the RSGB we were able to occupy a more favourable position in the
Clubs Room at Milton Keynes. Special thanks go to Chris, G4FZN, Pauline G8HQW and
Tony, G4LDL for the organisation of both events. A number of new members signed
up at these venues and the Committee offers a warm welcome to them.
Speaking of members, one of our US
members Tony, K6BV made a whistle-stop
tour of UK and Italy in September. Tony and
his wife Karen, KM6IND were in London for
a couple of days but I could only make the
evening of the day they landed in UK!
Undaunted, Justin, G4TSH and myself met
Tony and Karen and took them to a couple
of London pubs and, as you can see in the
picture, introduced them to sausage and
mash. On the first Friday of their visit they
went with Tony’s friend Jack, K6ZQ to Newark and the following day to Bletchley
Park. It was great to be able to return the hospitality we always receive from US
amateurs.
Elsewhere in this edition you will see an update on our 2020 AGM, Convention
and dinner. Booking opens 1st December and it promises to be an even better event
than the inaugural one held this year.
As Monty Python used to say “and now for something completely different …”. I
was brought up in a cricket-loving family. I remember listening to the Test Match
commentary from about the age of five. This year was one of the great cricketing
summers in UK and I’ve spent far too many an hour listening to TMS (Test Match
Special). During one slow patch of play the commentators were discussing the new
‘format’ that will be inaugurated next year to try to encourage more young people to
take an interest in the game.
This new format was greeted with mild derision by the seasoned commentators
(both retired players). To them there was only one serious format: The 5-Day Test
Match. They felt the Twenty20 and forthcoming ‘100’ formats were dumbing down,
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required fewer skills of the players and was a sop to the reduced attention span of
the younger generation. When an Australian commentator joined the conversation
he explained that the Big Bash format in Australia had drawn more players and
spectators into the game than ever before. He also said these formats should live
together and while the Test Match would always be the pinnacle there was no reason
to deride newer formats. It left me wondering whether Test Matches are akin to CW
and the ‘100’ to FT8.
Later I read a comment by Andy, G4JNT in his RadCom Data column. Andy was
talking about new technologies in our hobby and concluded “The view that only oneto-one QSOs using CW, voice or compact weak messaging weak signal mode are
worthy of consideration means the hobby will die of old age: newcomers just aren’t
interested in that sort of thing “. I agree. We should recognise that this hobby of ours
is full, literally full, of diverse interests both in spectrum and modes and we should
welcome newcomers, be they people or technologies, with open arms. You may not
like what they are doing, but we should all respect their right to do it.
With the clocks changed, the weather turning decidedly colder and the next
Digest not due until January, may I take the opportunity to wish all members and
their families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year filled
with lots of sunspots (well we can dream can’t we!).

NEW MEMBERS
TONY BETTLEY, G4LDL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Callsign
2E0FJQ
2E0HLA
G0CXP
G1MPD
G1OVK
G3RLX
G3UQW
G3WZD
G3ZJQ
G4FVP
G4NVR
I1FQH
M0HQO
VK3BDX
W6TCP

Name
Philip Hall
Jason Buttery
Keith Gudgin
Melvin Champion
Paul Beard
Nick Taylor
Alan Ball
Duncan Fisken
Rob Walker
Clive Davies
Phil Raine
Franko Prete
Peter Freeman
David Burden
Ian Parker

QTH
Mansfield
Tamworth
Nam (on a canal boat)
Shilton, Leics.
Worcester
Matlock
Hook, Hants.
Bude
Sandhurst
Darlington
Morpeth
Casala Monferrato
Pickering
Wandanah
San Jose, CA.
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CDXC makes major donation to Club Log
hardware upgrade program
I would imagine every member of CDXC uses Club Log. Since its inception in 2008
it has grown to be part of the toolkit of DXing, and an integral aspect of competitive
DXing for both DXers and DXpeditioners alike. In case anyone needed reminding, it
offers all of the following:
• Personal DXCC reports and league tables
• Detailed analysis of your log, using researched DXCC information
• ADIF comparison and fault-finding tools
• Zone charts for your log, again based on detailed research
• A personal timeline of your activity (DXCCs per year, band and mode info)
• Your own log search tool, e.g. to link from your web page or QRZ profile
• A filtered DX Cluster which only tells you about DX you still 'need'
• The Club Log most wanted report: every log is part of the trend data
• Access to propagation and activity predictions, using everyone's logs and
VOACAP
• QSL suggestions to help you send out just the cards you need
• OQRS (Online QSL Requests) to make direct and bureau QSLing faster and easier
– which on its own has save tons of wasted paper QSLs and costs
• Live Streams to make it engaging and interactive to work DXpeditions
• Satellite-optimised upload gateways for remote islands and rare DXpeditions
• CDXC Challenges, Marathons and a "Super League"
The brain-child of Michael, G7VJR, it is now supported by a team of volunteers
world-wide. It’s concept of being free to use and carry no advertising works only
through donations from clubs and individuals. Members will be aware that CDXC has
been donating £500 per annum towards the running costs for some time and we
know that individual members also contribute.
Today, Club Log hosts 590 million QSOs and caters for 69,000 active users – but,
as anyone who is involved in such systems knows, the demand of feature and user
growth requires expansion and upgrades to hardware if the system is to retain its
speed and resilience. To that end, Michael has been planning a major upgrade to add
a completely new server to provide a second instance and thus create resilience that
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currently does not exist. The upgrade will also provide capacity for future growth of
features and users.
The capital budget for this sort of project cannot be met from the running costs
donations and thus CDXC has joined with The YASME Foundation, NCDXF and INDEXA
in providing funds for this major upgrade. The Committee has donated £2,000 on
behalf of members - which is in addition to the £500 we will again provide this year
for running costs.
In response, Michael, G7VJR said “Wow, amazing! Totally amazing - thank you
thank you!
This takes the budget for the hardware easily to the level where I can get the next
step of CPUs, which I'd not expected would be possible. I can also get the redundant
main storage card option, which will improve the overall resilience (and day to day
performance) as well!
On the £500 for running costs, that is very much appreciated as it gives me a bit of
security on the forthcoming jump when I have two servers chewing on electricity.
Excellent, just perfect - what a great offer.”
I’m sure we all look forward to Club Log being a significant part of our DXing for
many years to come. Michael has promised an update once the new hardware is in
place.
Chris Duckling, G3SVL – Chairman.
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FROM THE COMMITTEE ROOM
These are notes from the SKYPE Committee meeting held on 23 September 2019.
Membership
Following a final subscription reminder, sent at the beginning of September, 71
members had now renewed and the Club now has a membership total of 701.
Events
Newark, 28 September 2019 Chris – G4FZN had received a good response for
volunteers to help man the stand. There would be a special membership offer
available.
RSGB Convention, 12/13 October 2019 . Final arrangements for attendance and
manning of the stand were finalised.
2019 Blackpool Rally – 26th April G4FZN will arrange booking of space in due
course.
2020 CDXC Convention The Link Hotel at Loughborough has been booked for
Saturday 2nd May. Pricing was agreed at £32 per person. Booking, via the website, will
commence on 1st December. Negotiation on the programme of talks is ongoing.
offers for organisation of a Partners Programme are being followed up.
Friedrichshafen 2020 It was agreed that CDXC would attend as part of the
DXPlaza and a confirmed booking will be made when costs are confirmed.
CDXC Digest
A small number of members have reported receipt of the Digest with torn
envelopes. This is being followed up with the printer. The Editor reported that he is
attempting to increase coverage of developments in the area of FTx modes but there
is difficulty in finding any willing volunteers.
Ongoing activities






Update of the Club Constitution is in hand
The search for an Awards Manager continues
The rules for the DX Heroes Award will be revised
Overall costs of Trophies and Salvers is being reviewed
G3SVL will attend a November meeting of the RSGB Spectrum Forum

The next Committee meeting (via Skype) will be on Monday 11th November.
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AROUND THE BANDS
DON FIELD G3XTT
Doesn’t time fly? Here we are again with another Digest.
Mid-October and the DX Season is nicely under way. Indeed,
the big news is that G3XTT is once again QRV, from our new
QTH in Somerset.
I put up an elevated quarter-wave for 40m when the
C21WW effort was on but although I was able to copy them
for about two hours one evening, I couldn’t break the Eastern
and Southern European pile. Swapping the antenna to an
(almost) quarter-wave for 80m (18m fibreglass pole, which has
seen service in T32 and ZC4, small loading coil at base), I
managed an easy QSO with ZK3A for a new slot and
subsequently worked some of the other DXpeditions active at the time – TO80SP,
5K0K, A82X, etc. However, as I start to write this, I am listening to the pile for T30GC
at our dawn but the T30, while I can tell they are there, is too weak to warrant me
calling. Oh well, they have another week or so, so who knows. And the VP6R team
(for which I had my arm twisted to be a West European Pilot) are now QRV from
Pitcairn. That’s one I don’t actually need on any of the main HF bands but I’m sure
they will enable many CDXC members to add some new slots. I had my arm twisted
by old friends Gerry WB9Z and Ralph K0IR to be West European pilot so have been
keeping an eye on things and made an easy 80m CW QSO just to show I was following
things! There were some early
logging problems with FT8. This
seems to be consistent with
previous recent expeditions using
Fox & Hounds Mode. But, quite
literally as I am typing this, I am
getting emails to say the log has
been fixed. All that needless
worrying …
And still to come, French
Polynesia and the Marquesas (both
needed here on 160 so we’ll have
to see …), Comoros and plenty
more. Actually, the low bands have
generally been in pretty good shape
of late, which to some extent
mitigates the non-existent
propagation on 10 and 12.
Quite apart from all the above,
we’re into the season of the CQWW
Phone and CW Contests, which
inevitably lead to pre- and post10

The new G3XTT QTH with the 80m vertical

contest activity on other bands and modes. Usually the DX isn’t all that exotic but it
does help to fill the annual band-slot totals.
Hamfest/Convention
CDXC was back at Newark this
year for the annual RSGB Hamfest
and, of course, at the RSGB
Convention two weeks later. Just
putting my CDXC Presidential hat on
for the moment, I want to thank the
volunteers who manned the stand.?
– Pauline G8HQW, G4FZN’s xyl and
holder of Chris’s original Class B call
- was a major asset at both events. I
would also like to welcome the 15
new members signed up during the
two events – I hope you enjoy being
CDXC members. It’s a great club. I
was formally invited to join in 1984
CDXC at Newark Hamfest
when my work caused a family
L/R G1VDP, G3RAU, G8HQW, G4FZN
move to Reading but nowadays
residence in the Chilterns is no longer obligatory – just as well given that I’ve finally
moved away from the area!
There was some interesting kit on show at Newark, with Eric Swartz WA6HHQ of
Elecraft in steady demand to demonstrate the K4. Icom was enjoying lots of interest
in the new IC-705, despite the product on display being no more than a mock-up.
Yaesu had the MP (200W, etc) version of the new FTdx101 on display. Outside the
hall Tennamast were joined by
ecoMast (ecomast.co.uk) as another
addition to possible suppliers of
antenna supports. Mind you, the Rola
Mast (rolatube.com) on display on the
Moonraker stand was fascinating too.
Designed primarily for emergency
services and military use, it simply
pops up and offers an almost instant
antenna support. However, given that
it uses state-of-the-art composite
materials, it doesn’t come cheap.
As for the RSGB Convention, there
Total Mast Solutions at Newark
were some great DX and contestrelated presentations but I’m sure many of you reading this attended some or all of
them. Your Chairman Chris G3SVL gave a fascinating talk about experiences at
VK9XG, including the use of FT8 Fox & Hounds. And I repeated my CDXC
Loughborough talk about Guest Operating, with some additional material. I’ve only
missed one HF (now RSGB) Convention in over 30 years and that was because we
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were on Christmas Island (T32). It really is a great bash, if only to exchange war
stories with fellow CDXC members.
Cheating
There has been quite a debate recently on the CDXC reflector about cheating. I’m
sure it’s always gone on but with expedition logs available on Club Log and elsewhere
and personal details (QTH, etc) available on the internet, logging QSOs that are,
frankly, unbelievable, fools only the perpetrator. The particular instance was an
operator with a suburban location who had logged QSOs with T30GC on 80 and 160.
Now, maybe, he could have been using a remote station in the UK and most (but not
all!) CDXC members would have accepted that as fair game. But the times and details
strongly suggested that the QSOs were made from a remote station well to the east
of the UK, which means that the use of a UK callsign is in contravention of licence
conditions. These QSOs should be invalid for DXCC and other awards and so on.
It's not new. On our various 6G expeditions, there are inevitably callers who are
playing silly beggar- for example, European stations (ostensibly) calling on 160 when
it has been daylight in Europe for several hours. Personally, I cannot understand the
satisfaction to be gained from doing this but there’s nowt queer as folk!
As I said earlier, cheating is not new although the use of remote stations in other
countries and even continents is a growth area. But, frankly, it’s just so obvious in
most cases that DXpeditions know exactly what is going on and who the culprits are.
However, in these litigious times, it’s not always the best policy to ‘name and shame’
but there is always the option to delete those QSOs from the DXpedition log.
FT8 – a way to avoid DQRM?
I keep promising myself that I must avoid the topic of FT8 in this column but it’s
difficult to do so nowadays. Chris G3SVL was asked after his VK9XG lecture whether
FT8 had now replaced traditional RTTY as the data mode of choice for DXpeditions
and he was quite clear that the answer is ‘yes’. I suspect he’s right. And whatever we
think about FT8, it does seem something of an anachronism that many of us continue
to use a data mode (45 baud RTTY)) that was developed for use with mechanical
teletypes several decades ago. With all the processing available on PCs and even in
our radios nowadays, we must be able to do better, for chat modes as well as for
contest or DX QSOs.
Anyway, another advantage some are claiming for FT8 is that it avoids deliberate
QRM. I don’t fully understand this because surely a DQRMer could easily plonk a
carrier on top of a DXpedition’s FT8 frequency but it may be that FT8 is more resilient
than other modes in such circumstances and the DXpedition can continue to put
QSOs in the log. But, conversely, I did notice with one recent DXpedition that had
been using FT8 heavily from the start, that when they came up on CW (on 80m,
where I was QRV at the time), the DQRM on their CW frequency was quite
horrendous. Was this frustration from those who had been waiting impatiently for
the DXpedition to switch to CW? Was it frustration that they had switched from the
amazing FT8? Or am I just being paranoid?
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Upcoming
As for upcoming DXpeditions, the big one remains South Orkney in
February/March but there are some other nice ones to keep us amused over the
winter months. My Cambridge friends used the RSGB Convention to announce a
Sovereign Base Areas trip in January as ZC4UW, from the same location that I and a
few others operated from a few years ago. I wish them well – I recall big pile-ups and
a freezing cold operating location (who says Cyprus is warm …?). As for others, I
recommend 425 DX News, the Daily DX or Col’s DX World website as the best sources
of information. But just looking slightly further ahead, Swains Island looks a nice one
in March – I feel sure there remains plenty of demand for that one so we had better
start hoping for some decent propagation!
One that didn’t happen, incidentally, was 3G1DX. They reported, “After long and
exhausting negotiations with the Chilean Navy, we have been denied the permit to
land on the island”. With the tickets and licences in hand, all the gear packed and the
logistics planned, they unfortunately had to cancel the operation. 3G1DX was
expected to be QRV from Pajaros Rocks (SA-100, new one for IOTA) between 18 and
23 October. Which reminds me that San Felix is pretty rare nowadays, again because
landing permission is difficult (impossible?) to obtain. However, the true blue DXer
remains optimistic ….
WN4FVU
My attention was caught recently by the
news that Martha Henson WN4FVU passed away
on 1 October. She was 76 and became
interested in amateur radio because of a desire
to help her husband Carl WB4ZNH operate from
DX locations. During the 1980s and 90s she was
active from several rare places, notably Annobon
Island (3C0AC), Chad (TT8AC), Equatorial Guinea
(3C1YL), Aves Island (4M0ARV), Mauritania
G3XTT QSL from the Henson
(5T5MH), Eritrea (9ER1TA) and Ethiopia (ET3YL).
trip to 3C
I well recall several of those expeditions and particularly that to Equatorial Guinea –
my very first QSO with that DXCC entity and on Topband, to boot.
VHF DX?
And, to round off, one topic that arose at Milton Keynes was whether CDXC
should do more to embrace VHF/UHF DXing. We already cover 6m to some extent,
hopefully without too much overlap with the UK Six Metre Group. But there really
isn’t a generic club dealing with DXing on the higher bands. I notice some well-known
HF DXers are filling the time between HF DXpeditions by chasing 6m and 2m DX on
EME, for example, while the QO-100 geostationary satellite offers a different but
challenging (in a technical sense) DX opportunity. I (or, indeed, your Chairman) would
welcome your feedback.
And just to be clear, I’m not including ‘DX worked’ via DMR and the internet or
Network Radio, valuable as those tools may be to some in our community!
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CDXC AT THE RSGB CONVENTION
There was good Committee representation at the Convention in October. While their
main purpose was manning our stand, they did get time to look at the other
attractions. Here’s come of their personal reflections on the weekend.
From Chris, G3SVL
The CDXC display in the Clubs room
The Club gets a table - or in the case of this year - two
tables in a large room dedicated to Clubs. The RSGB
charge us nothing for this and we are grateful to them
for their support. Ever since the Convention has been at
Kents Hill, Milton Keynes we have occupied a space just
inside the entrance door of the room but this year we
thought we might try for a more prominent position. We
were advised there was no formal plan, it was 'first come
first served' - so your Secretary and Chairman arrived
early on Friday afternoon to find a deserted room and
thus the choice of any location in the room. We realised
that the slot opposite the door would be ideal but there
was nowhere to hang our flag, so we chose a position
against a wall and staked our claim.
After organising the space it was time for a coffee. A most welcome feature that
RSGB lay on is unlimited free - OK, included in the price - tea, coffee and biscuits. We
awaited the arrival of Chris, G4FZN and Pauline, G8HQW who had driven down from
Yorkshire with most of the CDXC
equipment fresh from our
appearance at the Newark rally. We
were all set up by 4pm. The stand
really did look good and the flags
were impossible to miss. It became a
focal point for members to gather
when they weren’t in lectures, or
looking at shiny new rigs or in the
bar.
Lectures and all that
There is so much to do at the Convention: five lecture streams, HF, VHF and Contest
Forums, Awards presentations, UK and US licence exams, Buildathon, construction
contest, Raspberry Pi workshop, socialising, manufacturers' displays and of course
the Martin Lynch sales area. Every lecture has a session chair that makes
introductions, handles questions and proposes a round of applause for the speaker.
CDXC continued its tradition in helping source HF and DX lectures and providing
session chairs for that stream. Time really does fly by!
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I remember back to the HF Conventions at Windsor (I never made it to Oxford)
with two lecture streams and the 'cosy' feel to the Conventions there - sometimes
too cosy - when the room was packed for a popular lecture with half the audience
standing, the windows steaming up and the air lacking oxygen! With around 600
attendees nowadays and vast lecture rooms, that cosiness has gone, but in its place
there is so much more variety to lectures and the opportunity to learn what others
are doing in the hobby of ours. The work being done with satellites warranted its own
lecture stream on both days, which would have been unimaginable a decade ago. In
all there were fifty nine lectures and the vast majority were filmed for later
uploading. Camb-hams do a tremendous job in providing audio and filming
equipment and are there to set everything up ahead of the lecture to ensure time is
not lost to 'IT' problems.
Socialising

Chris, G3SVL & Justin, G4TSH Don, G3XTT & Dave, EI9FBB

Dave, G4BUO & Dave, G3RXP Colin, G4CWH & Gwyn, G4FKH

With so much to do in the day it is often left to the evenings to spend real time
catching up, planning the next contest or DXpedition. For my part I tend to avoid the
formal dinner and its speeches and head out to one of the many eateries close by
that are on offer. On Friday night the Windmill Contest Group, of which I'm a
member, and a couple of friends booked a table for 12 of us at a nearby pub. That
afternoon the pub called to say their kitchen was inoperable ad they could not
accommodate us! Fortunately another pub took our booking and we spent the
evening most enjoyably there. On the Saturday night a tradition has been established
for a good steak and wine meal down in the town. I'd not joined this group before,
but did so this year and did not regret it.
Overall
Was this one of the great Conventions? It's difficult not to look back with rose-tinted
spectacles, because those days will not return to the RSGB event which aims, quite
rightly, to cater for a wider audience than HF. But maybe we are on a path to
recreate some of that magic with our own DX Convention in May next year. Perhaps
my best feedback on this year's RSGB event is that I plan to be there next year!
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From Chris, G4FZN
The organisation - i.e. the booking in advance, the accommodation, and having
everything ready when you arrive at reception, seems to work very well. So, well
done RSGB for that.
The location of the CDXC stand was really good, and the banner was strung high
up which meant it was the first thing people saw on entering the room. Great spot!
I hope Tony, G4LDL feels he got his moneys-worth from the Convention because it
seems he didn't go to many lectures - probably due to his dedication to manning the
stand.
There were 5 streams of lectures viz HF/DX, VHF, General, Contest University, and
AMSAT - with a slight variation on the Sunday. I think, with hindsight, this is too many
for those of us who enjoy DXing on HF and VHF and Contesting! It means too many
clashes.
On Saturday ............
The keynote talk by K1ZZ was full of information about the Global Amateur Radio
Community - the various organisations that regulate and govern us. Preparations for
the World Radio Conference coming up very soon. The speech was full of facts, but a
bit heavy even though Dave Sumner tried to inject a little humour. He had been with
the ARRL since 1972, but to me he came over as more as an administrator (a good
behind-the-scenes lobbyist) than as a presenter.
Pauline and I listened intently to the M6T contest station lecture which was very
good.
Sam Jewell gave an interesting talk about the VHF/UHF IC9700 transceiver - nice
and technical with charts and analysis of the transmitted phase noise which is an area
that, perhaps Icom could have done more work on. At the same time, Pauline
enjoyed her talk by Pat Norris about the Apollo mission to the moon, and saw some
previously unreleased footage from the first manned moon landing.
On Sunday .............
I sat through the HF and VHF awards presentations which were good, and then
the VHF contest Forum which was disappointing. There wasn't that much discussion
and the Committee's proposed changes felt rather like fait accompli. Where there
was audience participation, there were too many personal anecdotes (i.e. ramblings).
Gavin M1BXF was scheduled to talk on Getting Started on Machine Generated
Modes, but we only found out when seated that Gavin had been taken ill and Neil
G4DBN was to give a different talk in his place. Neil is a Yorkshireman, and a friend of
ours, so we didn't "up sticks" and walk out because he is a good and lively presenter but if we had known then we would have sat in on Chris G3SVL's VK9XG talk.
Summing Up on the programme: We found rather too many clashes this year
when we would have liked to have been in two places at once and yet there were a
few times when none of the lectures appealed.
Saturday's programme was better than Sunday's.
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The Friday evening buffet - sponsored by Martin Lynch - was just a buffet. No talk.
No announcement. No mention of the sponsor. Just a meal. We had turned down an
invite to go out with another group. We won't do the Friday evening meal again.
The Gala dinner on Saturday was well worth going to - mainly due to the company
on our table (friends from the Worksop ARS). The food was OK for mass catering, but
the service was very slow. The speaker didn't even start until after 10.30 and
afterwards there was no vote of thanks or even any general announcement to windup the evening. Something should have been said.
Finally, the attraction of the convention isn't only the lectures - for us it is also the
opportunity to meet, to talk, and to have a beer or two with like-minded amateurs
who live in other (distant) parts of the country. We don't see them at rallies, because
they go to different rallies - but we know we'll see them at the convention.
From Don, G3XTT
I was involved with the HF Convention from its start at the Belfry hotel near
Oxford – on a couple of occasions we ran a buffet supper at our house on the Sunday
evening after the Convention had finished – I still have fond memories of Einar
LA1EE, well over 6ft, towering over my son Edward who was probably about three at
the time! The only one I’ve missed in the intervening 30+ years is when we were on
Christmas Island (T32) – Neville G3NUG tried to get the RSGB to change the date of
the event but even his legendary powers of persuasion failed on that occasion!
So it was great this year to see some other early CDXC members still going strong
– the two Rogers (G3LQP and G3KMA), for example. But the Club has moved a long
way since then, reflecting how DXing has evolved (the early CDXC was all about DX
alerting on 144.525MHz) so it was good to see new members being signed up at
Milton Keynes.
As for this year’s event, as always CDXC members were prominent both in giving
presentations and attending them and there were several excellent DXpedition ones.
But there were also plenty of technical lectures relevant to DXing and contesting,
such as Tony G2NF talking about dealing with those nasty noise sources that we all
suffer from. There were, of course, plenty of CDXCers in the bar too – the RSGB had
laid on three varieties of real ale at £3.50 a pint but confusion ensued on the Friday
evening because no one had told the bar staff, who were happily charging £5 a pint!
The confusion was eventually resolved, I’m glad to say. I only sat in on one of the
Contest University sessions – the M6T story by Dave G4BUO – but it was nice to be
reminded of the halcyon days of G0KPW, MxT (various digits) and then M6T
(permanent call), when we set a European record. The driving force behind it was
Bob G4BAH, who I had known from University days. He passed away three years ago
but his XYL still honours his wishes by allowing the QTH to be used for multi-multi
contesting.
Funnily enough, one of my other highlights was entirely different, which was
visiting the Construction Contest – the quality of the exhibits was extremely high
although there wasn’t really anything I would need for my shack (unless I start DXing
through QO-100).
But, as ever, it was a great event with over 600 attendees.
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CDXC AT THE NEWARK "HAMFEST" 2019
CHRIS KIRBY, G4FZN
After a break of a few years, the Committee agreed it was time for CDXC to return
to the Newark "Hamfest". If you've not been to this particular rally, one end of the
hall is allocated for radio clubs to promote themselves and the club was in the good
company of the Vintage and Military Radio Society (VMARS), the Old Timer's
Association (RAOTA), Worked all Britain (WAB), Royal Signals, RAIBC, the ISWL, and
many more.
We booked a single table but because we were near to one of the four corners,
we were given an extra table. But the tablecloth wasn't big enough to cover both
tables! In true amateur spirit, we improvised and used one or two large posters to
hide the gap. I think no-one noticed!
Chris put out requests on the reflector and on the Facebook group for volunteers
to "man" the stand over the two days. Chris G1VDP, Derek G3RAU, Colin G3PSM,
Derek G4VWI, Derek G4XEE, Steve G1XOW and Peter G3RZP kindly offered assistance
to Chris G4FZN and Pauline G8HQW. Peter was a particularly busy man since he was
also assisting on the VMARS stand a couple of tables away!
64 club members signed the member's book at the show, together with 26 others
who registered an interest by signing the visitor's book.

Visitors to the CDXC stand at Newark
G4FZN, G3PSM,

GM4ZUK G4FZN, G3RAU

G4FZN, K6BV,KM6MD,G1XOW

The main aim of being there was to "fly the flag" and to spread the word about
the Club and at the event we were able to recruit 11 new members. One of our new
recruits, Clive Davies G4FVP has 170 DXCC worked - all of them on 50MHz! A
reminder to us all that DXing isn't only something for the "low" bands.
A highlight of the show was a visit to the stand by Tony Dowler K6BV and his wife,
Karen KM6IND who were accompanied by their good friend Jack Quense, K6ZQ. Tony
(who is a CDXC member) is the immediate Past-President of the Northern California
DX Club. Tony and Karen were on a non-stop trip round Europe and after Newark
were heading towards Italy where he hoped to activate HV0A as he did in September
2018.
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XR0ZRC – THE ROBINSON’S DREAM
VASILY V. PINCHUK, R7AL
Everyone knows the story of Robinson
Crusoe, a mariner from York, who lived many
years on an uninhabited island. Much water
has passed under the bridge since that time,
but those brave and desperate people who
travel to remote and inaccessible islands we
call Robinsons.
As an active IOTA-activator and “Russian
Robinson Club” member, I was dreaming to
visit Robinson Crusoe Island, located more
than 600 km. off the coast of Chile, for a long
time. In summer 2018, I shared this idea with my good friends and companions –
Vasily, RA1ZZ and Vlad, RK8A. They also like it very much and we immediately started
the planning and preparations for the DXpedition to this legendary island, which is
part of the Juan Fernandez archipelago – a separate DXCC entity, ranked 68 in a Club
Log Most Wanted list (March’2019).
I made contact with Marco, CE1TBN – a well-known Chilean IOTA-activator, who
agreed to help us with the licences and logistics. We applied for a XR0ZRC special
callsign.
Travel to Robinson Crusoe is quite expensive but it’s not the main problem. All the
flights to the island are carried out on small 12-passenger aircrafts with only 10 Kg. of
baggage allowance for each person and not any excess baggage at all.
But our plans were not for a holiday-style activity but a full-scale expedition with
high-power stations and effective antennas for all HF bands from 160 to 10 meters.
Here is an alternative way to reach the island – boarding the ship “Antonio”,
which takes cargo and passengers to Robinson Crusoe island from Valparaiso port.
“Antonio” seats only 12 passengers and islanders have a strong priority but Marco
got in touch with the “Transmarco” shipping company officials and they promised to
hold two places for our team-members. So the final plan was to split the team. The
first part would fly to the island by the plane, with the minimal set of equipment; the
second group would go by the ship with all the remaining cargo.
We formed the team, which consisted of five operators: Leo RW9JZ, Vlad RK8A,
Wlodek SP6EQZ, Alexei RL5F and me, Vasily R7AL. Sadly, Vasily RA1ZZ was forced to
abandon the expedition for some personal reasons but on the other hand, Dima
RU3GF expressed a desire to fly to Santiago with us. He did not plan to fly to the
island but really helped us with luggage delivery and all other organizational issues in
Santiago and Valparaiso.
The Russian part of the XR0ZRC team met at Sheremetievo International Airport
on 6th of March, 2019. Wlodek started from Warsaw a day later.
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An almost a 24-hour flight by the French Airlines from Moscow to Santiago was
successful. At the airport we were met by Alejandro CE3ARU, who picked us up and
took us to the hotel in his truck. Dima asked Alejandro to use his mobile 2 meter
station, installed in a car, and made a dozen QSOs as CE2/RU3GF. There are many
HAMs in Chile, but most of them are not making DX QSOs and prefer to chat on 2
meters or 40 meters.

SP6EQZ, RL5F, RW9JZ boarding the plane
to Robinson Crusoe

XR0ZRC team leaving from Moscow
to Santiago
L-R: Vlad RK8A, Aleksei RL5F,
Vasily R7AL, Dima, RU3GF, Aleksei
RW9JZ

The flight to Robinson Crusoe was
scheduled two days later so we spent this
time to discover the capital of Chile.
Santiago is a beautiful and clean city with
nice architecture, lots of green parks and nice people. Everything was a little
complicated by the fact that almost no one spoke English, even a bit, and some
simplest things caused difficulties.

Our “flying” part of the team went to the island on March 9th, as planned. The
remaining members headed to Valparaiso on the coast of Chile with 200 Kg. of
expeditionary luggage. In Valparaiso we met with Matthias CE2LR and Dale CE2SV,
one of the most active and famous HAMs in Chile. Dale invited us to his place – great
apartments on 21st floor with an open terrace.
Next day, Matt introduced us to a great HAM family - Francisco CA2VMP and his
mother Marcia CA2BRJ. They helped us a lot in delivering our cargo to a shipping
company, all kinds of negotiations, buying the tickets, and much more!!
The ship went to the island in two days, but we had an unpleasant surprise – they
said they could only provide one place onboard. We were forced to quickly change
our plans. Vlad returned to Santiago and flew to the island. I stayed in Valparaiso and
finally boarded the ship.
The voyage to the island took 55 hours and was very exhausting due to rough sea.
The ship anchored in Cumberland bay at around 1500, 17-th of March. Here it is – the
legendary Robinson Crusoe Island!
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Vlad RK8A and Wlodek SP6EQZ met me on the pier. I was really happy to be on
the island finally, ten days after my arrival in Chile. I was eager to see how the
situation stood on the island.
Originally, I booked two separate bungalows, not so far from each other, to avoid
the interference QRN from one station to another – the same as we did last year on
Mozambique Island (C96RRC). When the guys arrived at the settlement they saw
that there was no access to the shore due to the construction of a promenade and
new sidewalks. Of course, no one told us about this when booking. Thus, the first
bungalow turned out to be unsuitable for us due to lack of space for antennas. But
the second one was really good, with a large area in front of it and some space
behind. Our bungalow consisted of a hall, two bedrooms and a kitchen and was quite
comfortable.
One of the two main stations, equipped with Elecraft K3 and Expert 1.3KF-A
Power Amplifier, was in the hall, another (with Elecraft KX3 and same model PA) was
installed directly in the kitchen. The third station was also in the hall and used mainly
for FT8. Later we added a second FT8 station, both with ICOM IC-7300 transceivers.
Of course, I could not wait and tried to work on 17m CW. The pile-up was great
but I was upset because of the terrible S 5 to7 noise level. It’s too much for HF and
makes the reception very difficult.
Guys told me that this was not a biggest problem. The QRN-level in daytime hours
was not stable and varied from S-7 to S-0 from time to time, which make it
impossible to receive normally. The biggest issue was a wide S-9 QRN, covering
completely all the bands starting around 1830, just during the local sunset, and
lasting until sunrise!!
They had already checked the potential noise sources inside the bungalow,
including all the power supplies from TRXs and laptops, internal lamps, etc., but the
noise could not be found.
So, I suggested checking the lamps on the street and the external illumination
around our hotel. We were ready before the noise came on at 18-30 and then spent
half the night trying to find something, but we found nothing at all.
Next evening Leo RW9JZ and I made a simple portable antenna and went to
another corner of the settlement with the KX3, powered from batteries, to check the
noise levels.
We were almost ready to accept our situation and change the QTH, but
unfortunately we found that the QRN-levels on central and western sides of the
settlement were even higher. The best way out was is to find a good place outside of
the settlement and set up portable radio camp. Off course, we were not equipped for
portable activity and it was necessary to find tents, generator, fuel tanks and other
equipment.
It should also be noted that Alexei RL5F had to urgently leave the island at 19th
March and fly back to Moscow due to business issues. So there were only four of us
left on the island. However, we needed to keep at least two stations running at the
same time, building the antennas, fixing the different issues, cook, and so on…
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Therefore we abandoned the idea of a portable operation and tried to improve our
receiving conditions at the present QTH.
The only one way was to try different types of antennas. We hoped that loops
would work better in these noisy conditions so we made full-wave loops for 40 and
80m to try them as receiving antennas. It was a big challenge setting up the 80m
delta-loop, but Vlad RK8A, our SOTA-man, climbed the tall hill behind our QTH and
set it between the high trees. It was much easier to install the 40m loop because of
its smaller size, but it still took some time. Looking back, I’ll say that it brought good
results and reduced the noise level on 40 and 80 meters.
High noise level was not our only problem. One day we faced another – the
horses! During the high season, islanders using them to take tourists around, but now
they walked wherever they wanted. One of them hooked a guy and broke the pole of
the 30m phased vertical. It was fortunate that we had two fiberglass poles as spares.
But next day the situation repeated and we one more pole. Something needed to be
done and we built protective shields around our poles using various items which we
found in our garden.
I can say that the Internet on the
island was almost non-existent It was
impossible to browse any websites
and upload our logs. The only one
way was is to download ADIF files
from the laptops to mobile phones
and send them to our pilots using
WhatsApp, which worked very slowly
and only at night.
We tried to focus on low-band
operation with two stations running
Horses near our antenna field
on 160-80-40 meters all the night. 80
meters band was good and our deltaloop antenna worked well, with 3 S-points less noise than the vertical. Finally we
archived 4800 QSOs on this band, 2300 of them are with EU.
As for 160 meters, we knew that most of the previous expeditions to CE0Z had
little success on Top Band for EU and Far East and the demand was high. I can say
that we patiently struggled with the noise until the last day of expedition. We tried a
Beverage sloping from the hill to the beach, as well as BOG, but neither worked
better than the TX vertical. Then we made a Frame-antenna and spent a night on
160m, putting a first fifty QSOs into the log. Later we got the message from pilot that
our signal was good in Europe and we had a 3 kHz pile-up. Next day we built a
double-frame and moved it closer to the beach. It helped us to improve reception a
bit more and we continued working 160m all the remaining nights, logging 320 QSOs,
240 of them are with EU. I can’t say it was a good result for sure, but we really did
our best and glad that some of Top Band fans got their “new one”.
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Wlodek SP6EQZ left the island
24th of March, as planned. For the
last week of the expedition there
were only three operators: Vlad
RK8A, Leo RW9JZ and myself. We are
already tired but continued to handle
the pile-ups, which did not decrease,
especially on 30, 40 and 80 meters.
By the way, we decided to
concentrate only on CW and FT8
modes because of two reasons: SSB is
not very effective in poor solar
conditions, particularly with our high
noise level situation; FT8 gives a good
chance to low-pistols and helps to get
more unique stations.

Vasily R7AL operating SO3R

The life on Robinson Crusoe is quiet and measured and islanders are very friendly.
With the mild oceanic climate, beautiful landscapes and nature we really enjoyed
every minute of our stay on the island. Vlad RK8A cooked us delicious dishes of fresh
tuna caught by local fishermen.
But all good things come to an end. The return flight to Santiago was scheduled
for the 2nd of April. We left most of the antennas, poles and coax at the
“Transmarco” office and asked them to send all our cargo on a next ship to the
mainland. Robinson Crusoe airport is situated on the south-western side of the
island, about one hour boat ride from the settlement. So we enjoyed the beautiful
views of the island on the way to airport and dreamed of returning here again.
On behalf of all team members of XR0ZRC, I express my gratitude to all
Foundation, Clubs and all individual Donors for support!!!
Special thanks to our Chilean friends: Marco CE1TBN, Sebastian CE3GCA and
Alejandro CE3ARU. Very special thanks and warm regards to Francisco CA2VMP and
his mother Marcia CA2BRJ for logistical assistance and invaluable help!!

FT8 pile-up on 20m
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TX0A & TX0M: OPERATING FROM TWO REMOTE IOTA
GROUPS IN FRENCH POLYNESIA
CEZAR TRIFU, VE3LYC
Of all the IOTA groups in French Polynesia, the Acteon Group (OC-113) is
definitely the rarest. The only radio operation from one of its atolls were carried out
in 1990, and more than 28 years later this IOTA reference was ranked #6 world-wide,
in demand by 98% of IOTA members. Acteon consists of six atolls, with only one of
them being inhabited, Marutea Sud. Privately owned, Marutea Sud has several black
pearl farms and a private plane charters workers and provisions on a regular basis.
Unfortunately, I was unable to secure a permit from the owner for a radio operation,
and as a result the only option was to find a sailboat which could take a radio team to
another atoll of the Acteon group. However, despite the effort put into it for years,
this task remained elusive.
Morane is the southernmost atoll in French Polynesia. Previously included in the
Acteon reference for the IOTA Programme, it has been found to meet the remote
island criterion, and thus became in 2018 a new IOTA reference, OC-297. If a sailboat
could do a trip to any of the Acteon group atolls, it should also be able to take a team
to Morane. Fate smiled upon me when two old friends announced that they were in
French Polynesia with their yacht, planning to remain there for a while. A couple of
emails later, they agreed to provide a radio team with the necessary logistics for
making an operation from these references possible!
TX0M camp on Morane

The obvious choice for a starting point was the atoll of Mangareva, which can be
reached from Tahiti by plane. Morane is 215 km west of Mangareva, and Maria Est,
the southernmost atoll in Acteon is 153 km NE from Morane, and 170 km NW from
Mangareva. The decision regarding which one to sail to first was left up to the
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skipper, Jean-Yves Lepage, depending on the wind conditions at the time of the sail.
Just a few kilometers in size, both the atolls of Morane and Maria Est have oval reefs
that include several islets or motu, separated by reef trenches or hoa. Most
importantly, both have fully enclosed lagoons.

TX0M: Adrian working the pileup

Cezar operating TX0M

The radio team included two operators, Adrian (KO8SCA) and I, thus minimizing
the necessary logistics for landing and leaving the atolls. Jean-Yves and his wife
Sandrine Rouzaud purchased in Tahiti all the components we asked them to, and
then sailed their yacht L’Ile d’Elle to Mangareva, more than 1,700 km away. Since the
ocean floor is too deep close to the these two atolls for mooring the yacht, the
original plan was for Jean-Yves to drive a dinghy closer to the reef, pulling another
dinghy with the two operators. From there, the operators would have to paddle over
the reef’s edge, in order to land. Using one of the bigger waves to do that seemed
the way to go. However, in order to bring in all the equipment and camping
components, the operators would be required to paddle back and forth several
times. Getting back out at sea past the reef required one of us to push the dinghy
hard, in synch with the retreating wave, while the other one would paddle forcefully,
making sure that the first operator jumps into the boat and helps him out.
Jean-Yves shared his plan with Bernard,
a local friend, who didn’t think that it
was well thought out. Instead, Bernard
joined in, and his participation proved
crucial. For landing on Morane he
installed a long rope between the reef
and an anchor, which allowed one of
the dinghies to move back and forth
quickly and safely. Worth mentioning,
the wind conditions changed on each
atoll, and exiting them required us to
cross the lagoon, making several
transports. In case of Maria Est, the
physical effort was compounded by the need to transport the dinghy itself over the
reef, under a blistering sun. Apart from his invaluable assistance with the logistics,
Bernard’s cooking skills were all on display, as we highly appreciated everything he
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caught and prepared for us, from fish to clams and lobsters, not to mention the
harvesting of fresh coconuts.
Both atolls are covered in similar
vegetation and neither of them is
inhabited nowadays. Maria Est used to
have a seasonal copra settlement, but
everything is in ruin except for the little
church which still stands tall engulfed by
the dense vegetation. Hermit crabs were
everywhere on the reef, frigates, terns,
and Tuamotu sandpipers nested
unabated, while metre long sharks
swam both in the lagoons and close to
the reefs.

TX0A camp on Maria Est

We run two radio stations, one using Icom IC-7000 with KPA-500 amplifier, and
another one with Elecraft K3 and SPE Expert 1.3K-FA amplifier. Both stations
employed multi-band verticals, and power was provided by two Honda generators.
Intense heat generated high humidity which stopped us sleeping during the day
when propagation was poor. Heavy rain and wind damaged the poles of the
operations tent, and occasionally obliged us to take the antenna masts down.
The TX0M log includes 7,514 QSOs with 4,727 stations in 99 DXCC on six
continents. The TX0A log has 5,135 QSOs with 3,446 stations in 79 DXCCs on six
continents. Combined, we logged 106 DXCCs from French Polynesia.
CW
30
1339
1874
1731
1756
6730

15m
17m
20m
30m
40m
QSO

%
0.4
17.8
24.9
23.0
23.4
89.6

SSB
1
783
784

%
0
0
10.4
0
0
10.4

Band/mode statistics for TX0M

AF
AS
EU
NA
OC
SA
QSO

40m 30m 20m 17m
7
7
14
4
206 462 909 573
1310 713 270
13
195 462 1295 698
21
50
94
26
17
36
76
26
1756 1730 2658 1340

15m
1
24
1
4
30

All
32
2151
2306
2674
192
159
7514

%
0.4
28.6
30.7
35.6
2.6
2.1
100

Continental distribution of TX0M contacts
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# DXCC QSO
# DXCC Stations
1
K 2470
1
K
1533
2
JA 1858
2
JA
1053
3
I
492
3
I
297
4 UA
323
4 UA
228
5
DL
267
5
DL
202
6
F
212
6
F
136
7
VE
172
7 UA9
102
8 UA9
164
8
VE
100
9
EA
133
9
EA
90
10 UR
103
10 UR
70
Top ten DXCC entities by number of
contacts and unique stations in the
TX0M log

CW
948
1211
899
1804
4862

17 m
20 m
30 m
40 m
QSO

%
18.5
23.6
17.5
35.1
94.7

SSB
150
123
273

%
2.9
2.4
0%
0%
5.3

Band/mode statistics for TX0A

AF
AS
EU
NA
OC
SA
QSO

40m 30m 20m 17m
8
5
3
4
227 193
411
313
1094 481
87
15
394 179
732
699
51
22
43
22
30
19
58
45
1804 899 1334 1098

All
%
20
0.4
1144
22.3
1677
32.6
2004
39.0
138
2.7
152
3.0
5135 100.0

# DXCC
1
K
2
JA
3
I
4
DL
5
UA
6
F
7
VE
8
PY
9
EA
10 UA9

QSO
1843
1022
378
210
203
149
128
84
77
76

# DXCC
1
K
2
JA
3
I
4
DL
5
UA
6
F
7
VE
8
UA9
9
PY
10 EA, UR

Stations
1189
577
275
173
168
106
80
56
53
52

Top ten DXCC entities by number of
contacts and unique stations in the TX0A
log.

Continental distribution of TX0A contacts

Thanks to:
Jean-Yves, Sandrine, and Bernard for their excellent logistical assistance. We
also express our appreciation to Johan (PA3EXX) – who acted as our pilot station,
Mehdi (F5PFP) – for his help with the logistics, George (VE3GHK) – for technical
assistance, Maury (IZ1CRR) – for website support, and Jean-Paul – who hosted us
in Tahiti.

DXING AND YOUNG PEOPLE
MARK SULLIVAN ZL3AB
In the May 2019 CDXC Digest [1] Bob Locher W9KNI
wrote an article in which he asserted that there are no
competitive young DXers coming through the ranks. In his
view this was due to new DXers being unable to compete
with the DXCC achievements of the DXers of yesteryear and
therefore he proposed an overlay DXCC programme which is
reset after ten years. With respect to Bob and assuming
there is in fact a lack of young DXers (he offers no evidence
of this), I don’t believe changing the DXCC programme will
change anything, except maybe give the Old Timers
something new to do. (That is not to say DXCC doesn’t need
revitalising, it does, but that has nothing to do with young
DXers. It is simply broken, but that is another topic). The real issue and one Bob
ignores is the fact that society has changed dramatically in the last 50 years and
young people today are different to and using technology quite unlike their
forebears.
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As Bob notes DXing is a solitary pursuit and (as has always been the case) to be
truly successful relative to other DXers you need a lot of time, land (preferably in a
good location) and money. If you simply want to set and chase your own goals
independently of others, it’s a fine hobby. However social interaction is a more
significant element for young people today than in the past and this cannot be
ignored.
Furthermore unlike DXCC, society has changed a lot over the last 50 years. There
are far more activities competing for people's attention nowadays. Cost of entry to
DXing is still a barrier and many young people have student loans and/or big
mortgages. They also work long hours and have family duties which means they
cannot spend hours in front of a radio. Local QRM and town planning restrictions can
also make it difficult to be active from home. Propagation in recent times (and it
seems for at least the near future), also makes DXIng a lot tougher than DXers faced
in the halcyon days of the 1960s, 70s and 80s.
Despite these challenges I believe there is still plenty of opportunity to get young
people interested in DXing. However rather than focusing on DXCC, if you want to
encourage young (and maybe not so young) people into DXing you need to engage
with them on their terms. If you don't then they simply won't participate.
Just changing the DXCC programme (or any other award) will not change the
engagement of young people with DXing. While some young people have a
competitive nature, engagement for them today mostly revolves around social
interaction with friends. While this includes using the likes of Facebook, Snapchat,
Instagram and Whatsapp, as Bob himself notes, contesting is also popular with young
people. This is not surprising as this is largely due to team contesting which allows
young people to interact with their peers in a fun environment.
So if social interaction is the key, how do people undertaking solitary pursuits
interact today? Let me give you an example.
Strava is an incredibly popular fitness app which allows you to upload your
workouts, running, biking, hiking etc. into it. [2] Other Strava users who you accept as
friends can view your activities and see how far and fast you have gone. They can
comment on your workout. You can join Strava challenges, which can be anything
from say monthly distance challenges against other Strava users (friends or not) to
personal challenges like exercising say five days in a row or anything in between. You
can even challenge your friends to beat what you have done. Seeing what your
friends have done encourages you to do more. The whole idea of it is to encourage
you to be more active which in turn will improve your fitness and performances. Part
of that encouragement is being able to see what your friends have done.
With that in mind, from a DXing perspective, imagine this.
You work some DX one evening. When you have finished your logging
programme uploads your log to the "DX app" (and maybe LOTW and/or some other
electronic QSL system if you want it to). The people you are friends with on the app
can instantly see who you worked. They can post feedback on your exploits. Seeing
you worked P5X on three bands challenges them to do the same. The app then
buzzes with a notification that there is a new DXpedition announced to Bouvet. You
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share and comment on this with your friends in the app. Later you get a notification
that you have a LOTW credit from P5X as she has uploaded her log to LOTW. It also
tells you your DXCC total overall and on the bands in question as well as mode totals.
It's a good thing you contributed to the cost of her trip (yep you guessed it, through
the app). Later you get a message from a friend congratulating you on the LOTW
credit because she has seen it come through and also sees your DXCC totals. You
then decide to take up a DX App challenge to work the rarest country on the most
wanted list (yes it's in the app) in the next month and you message your friends
challenging them to do the same.
I have only scratched the surface here but you get the idea.
The main point is like Strava, the focus is on you and your friends’ achievements.
It does not focus on the past glories of others and therefore addresses Bob's concern
that newcomers can't compete.
As should be becoming obvious young people really aren't interested in the
achievements of anyone they are not following (and do you honestly think they are
going to try and navigate the ARRL DXCC webpages or master Logbook Of The
World?). DXCC, if they are interested, is really just another challenge for them and
maybe their friends. The good news for those worried about their legacy is I doubt
young people will know or care who is on DXCC Honor Roll or who has worked say
360 countries, or that they won’t be able to match those feats. That is all in the past.
Perhaps more worryingly for the Old Timers, if young people can see what their
friends are working, they may not even worry about awards, but simply maintain
informal challenges amongst themselves, if at all. (DXCC, contrary to popular belief, is
not the be all and end all of DXing).
Yes there are obvious issues. DXing is quite fragmented in its current online
iterations: e.g. Clublog, LOTW, DX World, QRZ.com etc. and ideally an app would link
to all of those services and more. There are also development costs to consider and
how it would be done. But these are challenges I think that could be overcome if the
interest and support was there.
In summary if the goal is to increase the engagement of young DXers in general
(which in my opinion it should be), then it has to be done on their terms. Simply
changing one aspect of the DX hobby will have no effect. The key to it is social
interaction and helping people participate, including those who face social
challenges. If we can do that then the future in my view is bright.
markal3ab@gmail.com
[1] Chiltern DX Club https://www.cdxc.org.uk
[2] https://www.strava.com/

29

THE CDXC DIGITAL DIARY
ROGER COOKE, G3LDI
Since RTTY DXCC TABLE - ALL-TIME SCORES
Dick G3EKJ sent me his score this month and he enters at 4th from
the bottom. Chris G8APB sent his score for the first time and is
roughly half way in the table.
That’s about it for updates, RTTY seems to have been neglected
completely now, with the poor propagation and all the activity on the
JT modes. It is understandable of course and there is a lot of activity when a RTTY
contest takes place. It is just the general day-to-day activity that has suffered.
NAME/ CALL SIGN
HANS
SM6CVX
STEVE
N3SL
DICK
PA3FQA
TONY
IK0OZD
JAN
DJ8NK
BERNIE
W3UR
ALEX
YO9HP
TOM
GM4FDM
IAN
G3KZR
LIONEL
G5LP
RONALD PA3EWP
DON
G3XTT
ANDY
G3SVD
VILNIS
YL2KF
DAI
MW0CRI
JOHN
GW4SKA
NAND
VU2NKS
PHIL
GU0SUP
TONY
WA4JQS
ROGER
G3LDI

WKD
349
346
339
346
337
336
332
324
323
321
314
317
307
314
302
301
293
289
284

CFMD
349
346
339
337
337
333
332
323
323
321
313
311
307
306
304
301
299
292
270
268

NAME / CALL SIGN
RICH
W3ACO
MIKE
VP8NO
DAVID
G3YYD
CHRIS
G8APB
AL
GW3SFC
PHIL
G4OBK
FRANK
G3YQA
GERRY M0VAA/M7V
PHIL
ZL3PAH
JOHN
G7SSE
FRED
G3YJQ
GORDON G3PXT
CHRIS/G8APB (M0A)
ANDREW G8GNI
KEITH
G6NHU
DICK
G3EKJ
PHIL
M0VSE
BRIAN
G3VGZ
PETER
G3VPS

WKD
253
267
273
260
240
263
243
225
226
222
231
190
171
162
169
169
131
118
216

CFMD
253
252
250
250
238
234
225
216
211
208
207
162
159
158
152
147
120
108
79

GB60ATG
Gordon G3PXT took on GB60ATG and being a local station, I had no problem
working him on all bands to gain my Bronze certificate No 1. I have now received the
certificate and was very pleased to have ALL RTTY on it.
You can glean more information, including the operator schedule if you take a
look at:
www.bartg.org.uk/wp/gb60atg-schedule/
If you wish to use the call for a week, there are lots of weeks available. The
schedule is managed by John, GW4SKA. Other data modes are being used, including
the JT modes. Logs have to be uploaded to Hamlogs.
There will be special QSL cards, certificates to be gained and so on.
Announcements will be made in various places, including here as the year progresses,
so please let me know what you achieve.
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Incidentally, Gordon G3PXT will soon be activating GB60ATG again, and knowing
Gordon, he will be around EVERY day, ALL day long, so you will stand a good chance
of filling lots of band slots. He has promised to spend a lot of time on RTTY too.
RSGB CC Autumn Series - Data
NARC had seven logs submitted with some really excellent contesting for this
DATA event.
Alan G8OO topped the whole of the 100w entries with a raw score of 93 Qs. I
hope he hasn't attracted too many dupes and UBNs because there are a couple of
other stations snapping at his ankles with raw scores of 92Qs each.
Lorna 2E0YAO had 46 Qs plus she worked G6XX for 4 more bonus points. Under
the contest rules Intermediate Licensees scores are doubled. If it’s another 'clean
log', you'll join the "ton-up" club Lorna!
Roger G3LDI wasn't too far out of the running with 79 Qs using his temporary
80m dipole whilst his main antenna work and repairs continue. Jim G3YLA found time
to notch up 65 Qs and Chris G4CCX added another 40 with Mike G4KQY's 13 Qs and
John G8VPE’s 51 Qs, we had a slightly better outlook
The next DATA event unfortunately happens to coincide with a formal
Wednesday NARC club meeting on 23rd October so once again NARC entries for the
DATA contest are expected to be minimal.
CQWW RTTY
CQ WW DX RTTY contest on 28th/29th September saw some high scores all
around.
It is quite a marathon contest over 48 hours, midnight Friday to midnight Sunday,
not something one normally expects to see are single operator stations with very
high scores.
Locally here in Norfolk the most outstanding
result came from Lorna 2E0YAO. She was looking
forward to this mammoth contest so much that she
was itching to get started and turfed her OM Tony
out of bed at about 2 am Saturday to make a start
on her favourite RTTY mode.

Lorna – 2E0YAO

Their real-estate is such that they're limited to a
vertical antenna for all HF bands, so the Hustler
5BTV had to suffice.

As if that limitation wasn't enough in a major
worldwide contest, Lorna's licence restricts her to using 50w maximum power
output. Lengthy spells at the keyboard and a few hours’ kip in between saw Lorna
back on the air again and again for the whole weekend dedicated to RTTY.
It concluded with:
436 QSOs plus the multipliers below,
116 DXCC points
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27 different CQ Zones
16 different States& Provinces in NA.
Lorna is disabled and at the end of it she was understandably totally "creamcrackered", but she's recovered enough for Tony to take her off on a well earned
break. Look out on HF for 2W0YAO - Yes, she even took the radio with her! Well done
Lorna!
FT4 and all that!
The RSGB HFC carried out some quite extensive tests with the first version earlier
in the year and adopted the following strategy:
1. For an initial FT4 contest series we will use the standard allocation of frequencies
for FT4 on 80m. FT4 is designed for contests, therefore any non-contesters on
80m during the initial contests should not be “put out” by having a contest take
place in this allocation. They may not even realise that it is a contest.
2. Scoring will be based on total distance worked with an upper limit equivalent to
the longest distance achievable within the British Isles. Also we have included
some HQ station bonuses that will be worth obtaining. These two factors will
make the contests more strategic. If QSOs skip the first “locator” step, they will
only score an equivalent distance to that if the QSO is with both stations within
the same grid square.
3. We want to have QSOs with non-contesters and therefore have adopted the
standard FT4 exchange and not one of the bespoke exchanges which would be
alien to other FT4 users. Each of the currently configured contest-specific
exchanges was considered to have drawbacks.
4. WSJT-X does not appear to support dupe-checking, at least not in its “normal”
exchange configuration, and so competitive entrants who wish to search and
pounce will have to use a contest logging program such as N1MM+ to get that
essential functionality. If someone could put together some notes of how to
achieve this they would be very useful.
5. The RSGB upload robot has been amended to accept ADIF files from WSJT-X,
making logging for the trial series extremely easy - albeit with dupe-checking
being less simple.
However, following discussion in the Contest Forum at the Convention, it was
decided that further FT4 tests should take place before any more FT4 contests take
place. Several preliminary ones have taken place already of course and the following
comments are from various sources.
The RSGB FT4 Contest
The following is from Bob G3ORY:
The HFCC tips did not mention that the N1MM+ log type 'WWDIGI' does not work
for the HFCC chosen format because it does not record the reports. Bryan G3RLE
suggested on this reflector that one needs to use the N1MM+ User Defined Template
'RSGBVHFFT4.udc'. I can confirm that this works fine and duly delivered the incoming
locator and the reports to the N1MM+ log file for me.
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The next thing I did not realise is that when you access WSJT via the N1MM+
window drop down 'Load WSJT/JTDX' you actually create a SECOND version of WSJT
on the computer. This may not have identical settings to the first version you
previously installed. Once I understood this a number of unexplained behaviours
became clearer.
What did work rather well was to run WSJT alongside N1MM+ rather than
'through' N1MM+. To do this, start up N1MM+. Then start WSJT as if you were
starting it without N1MM+ being involved. Use the 'WSJT Decode List' in the N1MM+
Window drop down to get N1MM+ to communicate with WSJT.
Now my station set up permits CAT control of the radio by two sources (in this
case N1MM+ and WSJT) and there is a possibility of a clash here if you do not have
this facility. You might have to disable the N1MM+ CAT control.
Dupe checking is carried out by WSJT and you should NOT set the 'CQ in message'
on the WSJT colours menu (as suggested in the HFCC tips). Stations sending CQ and
which you have not worked before will then have a turquoise background. This
requires 'New call on band' to be set on the colours menu. This all worked fine for me.
The N1MM+ log file was populated via the 'WSJT Decode List' link and I also had
the 'Decode List' on the N1MM+ screen. I am left wondering why it is worth bothering
with the additional complexity of having a second version of WSJT running when it
brings no apparent benefit. It may be that in a multi band, multiplier contest having a
closer involvement between WSJT and N1MM+ would be advantageous, but it is one
thing at a time here and the contest on 2nd Sep is single band, single mode and no
multipliers.
Finally, in the session last night some stations were sending just a locator and
others were sending locator and report. Everyone seemed to be working everyone
else without apparent difficulty. The WSJT software worked rather cleverly when I
was S&P. After calling a station that was running, if the reply I got was a report then
WSJT just moved down the message list as normal. If, however, the reply was RR73
then WSJT simply jumped down the list to miss out the report oriented transmissions.
This was from Les G4OGB ;
I would suggest closely following Rick, N2AMG’s advice at;
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-windows/wsjt-x-decode-listwindow/#within-wsjt-x
When WSJT-X is setup in Logger, a new WSJT-X ini file is produced and stored
inUsers\yourusername\AppData\WSJT-X – ForEW1WSJT-X is launched by typing FT8
or FT4 etc in Logger’s Entry Window
Followed up by Bob again:
I found this URL to be more informative than the one you referenced by N2AMG ( I
have read both of them):
https://www.rttycontesting.com/tutorials/n1mm/operating-ww-digi-with-n1mm/
You didn't really address the point I made about gaining so little from running
WSJT-X-ForEW1 alongside an existing copy of WSJT-X. I am very open to identifying a
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better methodology but being able to launch WSJT by typing FT4 in the N1MM entry
field seems a pretty minor advantage compared to just clicking the WSJT icon and
selecting the Decode option in the N1MM window drop down. Two clicks instead of a
bit of typing. If you do run two copies of WSJT you then have the issue of getting the
same settings in both. Another half hour of your life you won't get back......
Please bear in mind that I am merely the messenger! Please don’t shoot me. If
you wish to write about FT4 in this column, you are MORE than welcome. There are
obviously a lot that know far more than me, because I have only used the mode a few
times, and that was months ago.
The following is a report generated by John G8VPE from NARC on local activity.
The RSGB 2nd FT4 Contest on 80m was held on Monday 7th October and in spite
of a confusion over the timing increase to 90 minutes 89 logs have been submitted.
Entries closed just 24 hours after the contest and speedily the final adjudicated results
have been published already ! (pity that the 80m DATA contests aren't that quick!)
Phil G4LPP has leapt into 3rd overall in the 100W listings, a really memorable
effort. Andy M0NKR is in 8th, but appears to have terminated his contest early at
2000utc. Gordon G3PXT made a very quick entry of 15Qs before he had to switch off
and is down in 56th and he didn't score any points last month. Peter G6ZRV was the
only other local having a go and made it to 52nd.
Gordon G3PXT’s list is as long as ever!
Let’s start with September. Following on 15m, mostly ft8 for the CDXC challenge.
came 2nd with 98 DXCC on 15m worked with 400w to 40 m dipole at 21ft.
3DA0A0, 4S7VG, 5A1AL, 5T5PA, 7X3WPH, 7Z1IS, 9G1HO, 9K2HN, A91ARS, CB6RA, CE7KF, CM3DCD,
CP6CL, CX1AZ, EA9ABC, HK3JJH, HS0ZIV, LUx25, OH0CO, OY1DZ, P49X, PYx63,S92HP,
V51MA,VK2WTF, VK5BC, VO1CH, VO1NE, VP8NO, VP9BP, VU2NIL, YBx8, ZD7BG, ZP4KTX, ZSx8.

Now let’s look at RTTY Including the Contest but spent mostly on 15m:
15m: CW4MAX, VU2ZMK. 20m: C37ML, PZ5RA, V31VP, YW1K. 40m: T6A

Also spent September on 6m data in CDXC challenge - ended with 25 DXCC on 6m
1st place mostly worked with 100w two 2 e quad @ 25ft ft8. this was with watching
the band from 0700 till 2000 every day on 2nd rx & only tx ing when e clouds looked
favourable total of 75 q,s in the month on 6m ft8 cw
8A7V, 9A7YY, CT1EUB, CT1FMX, EAx13, GD0TEP, GI4SNA, GI6ATZ, GW4BVE, HA3MN, HB9BPX, Ix12,
LZ1ZL, OE9KFV, OH9TFW, S59F, SM3KPX, SP2FWC, SQ3ESM, SV6KRV, UR5WA, YO6GLT.

October finds me on 20m ft4 3rd oct 250 qso in log eq.. 2x half waves end feed @
25ft
FP/KV1J, HI8S, S92HP, PY7XC, PT2VHF,XE2FGC, VP8LP, USAx50

See you on the Green Keys!
Please send reports and pictures to roger@g3ldi.co.uk
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MORE REFLECTIONS ON IOTA
ROGER BALISTER, G3KMA
Another RSGB Convention has come and gone. This year we
once again welcomed several Russian Robinson Club (RRC)
members. Accompanied by Sergey RA3NAN, a long-time friend of
IOTA, to help with translation, Igor UA9KDF showed a video of their
RI0B operations from several Arctic IOTA groups in the Kara Sea (AS054, AS-087, AS-104 and AS-121) after which Andy UA9LDD showed
one of the RI1F activity from Viktoriya Island, a remote Franz Josef
Land outlier that qualified in 2014 as an IOTA new one (EU-190).
Established to promote operations predominantly from IOTA islands in the Russian
polar regions the RRC last year celebrated its 25th anniversary. IOTA’s attendance at
both this and their earlier 20th anniversary shows the degree to which we value their
support of our programme. Expeditions to islands north of 75⁰N and in the case of
Viktoriya Island north of 80⁰N are amongst the most demanding in the IOTA list in
terms of expertise, attention to detail, risk and pure bravery.
In September fellow Board member Charles, M0OXO and I attended the Irish DX
Féile Convention on the Aran Islands (EU-006). This was a very enjoyable event, well
organised by Dave EI9FBB with a full programme of talks. A large group of EI stations
made us feel very welcome. The opportunity to promote IOTA has already resulted in
a number of fresh applications. Well done, Dave.
This leads me to my talk at Milton Keynes entitled IOTA, No Ifs, No Buts. It
centred on figures for UK participation in IOTA compared with other countries with
over 100 participants. These were taken from the October standings of participants
who had updated their Honour Roll/Annual Listings scores in the past five years. The
UK figure includes all UK prefixes, the USA one all 50 states and the Russia one both
European and Asiatic Russia. Naturally the figures would be much higher if one
extended the update period to 10 years or more back but the relative positions are
unlikely to change. USA 262, Japan 226, Germany 221, Italy 190, Russia 144, UK 102.
Different ham population levels within each country make it difficult to compare
on a strict equivalence basis but it is clear that there is no “bounce” in the UK figure
arising from the programme originating in and being run from the UK. We should be
able to do better than 6th. Possible reasons were mentioned: lack of time, cost,
difficulty in getting QSLs, lack of new ones to work, lack of effective equipment,
planning constraints on antennas and poor propagation. The general move towards
QSO matching should be offering a considerable reduction in costs as well as
obviating to some degree the difficulty in getting QSO confirmations.
One wonders if there is another reason, maybe one that we can address. Do folk
believe that it is too late to start collecting IOTAs? This is definitely not the case.
There are resident operators in many islands that are on the bands daily. Many semirare IOTAs are activated by fairly frequent DXpeditions. Others are put on the air a
little less often but there are very few that do not see an operation over a really
lengthy period of time. Some participants have been able to rustle up a score of 500
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from zero within two or three years – in some cases it was all by QSO matching
without submission of a single QSL card. Those already with a reasonable DX score
are often surprised how many IOTA groups they have confirmed. No, you will not be
able to get to 1000 islands within three years but don’t you think that a target should
be a really challenging one if it is to be a worthwhile indicator of performance?
Believe it, it is not the best equipped station, head and shoulders above everyone
else, who will necessarily progress to the highest score. Most of the folk at the top of
the IOTA Honour Roll have quite modest equipment but all have put in the time and
effort to focus on what they needed.
I cannot believe that UK amateurs are any less competitive than those in other
countries. Participation in contests confirms this. In a way IOTA is just one long
contest! IOTA has a Club category that allows multi-operator club stations operating
in contests to compete with each other. For example, you could build a score with
the club call over a series of IOTA contests. If both sides of the QSO have their logs on
Club Log, an application based on QSO matching can take place at a fraction of the
cost of getting QSL cards and with the IOTA software preparing the data entry. It
would be fantastic if a number of UK clubs decided to don competitive mode by
entering IOTA’s Club Category of application and started building a score. It really is
not difficult.
Forgive me if I come back to the question of solidarity with a programme
conceived and managed in the UK since its inception in 1964. IOTA needs a strong
core of UK support if it is to remain a British based programme. IOTA Ltd split from
the RSGB in 2016 when by mutual agreement it registered as a not-for-profit
company while retaining the Society as partners. It is managed by a Board of seven
Directors drawn from the USA, Canada, Japan, Germany, Belgium and the UK (2) with
a number of Advisers from the UK, USA and Italy. None is paid. All income goes to
fund the programme. Here I should mention that since 2016, thanks initially to the
generosity of our support group, Friends of IOTA, the company has had considerable
success in building sustainability and resilience. There are no problems on that score
…. but we need a lot more of you as applicants to boost the UK element.
2020 IOTA Honour Roll and Annual Listing
It Is not too early to be thinking of your entry in the 2020 IOTA Honour Roll and
Annual Listing. Think about it before the holiday season starts. Remember, the last
date for submitting an application or update electronically to your Checkpoint to
influence your 2020 score is 31 January. This is also the last date for mailing any cards
in support of your application. If postmarked after that date, applications will be
processed in the normal way but the scores will be held over to the following year's
listing. It is important that participants who have not updated since the 2015 annual
listings and wish to remain listed should make a submission on or before 31 January
2020. Please don’t leave it to the last moment. Late January is a busy time for
checkpoints and it is best to avoid submitting applications, particularly large ones, for
processing during the last couple of days! You may also find new credits in your log
for the 2019 IOTA Contest as this is now online for QSO matching. Let’s see a real
surge in applications from CDXC members! No Ifs, No Buts.
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A CW DXPEDITION TO WALLIS ISLAND - MAY 2000
ROGER WESTERN G3SXW AND NIGEL CAWTHORNE G3TXF

[Nobby, G0VJG made a visit to Wallis Island earlier this year and was on the air as
FW5JG. He operated from the same location as another DXpedition 19 years
previously. Nigel & Roger’s visit took place when our hobby was somewhat different
to that which we enjoy today. On-line confirmations and LOTW were things of the
future. Morse tests were still a licence requirement. Their two-man CW-only operation
represented the “gold standard” of 1000Qs/op/day. This article is reprinted from the
July 2000 CDXC Digest.]
We operated as FW/G3SXW and
FW/G3TXF from 11 May to 23 May
2000 from Wallis Island (OC-054),
making a total of 27,966 CW QSOs (net
of dupes).
This was a two-station CW-only
operation on all bands from 80m to
10m, with FW/G3SXW (15,201 Q's)
operating on the usual HF bands, and
FW/G3TXF (12,765 Q's) working
exclusively on the WARC bands.

Equipment
Three stations were taken on the FW-trip: two
Kenwood TS-570DG's and an ancient Icon IC-735 as
standby. The antennas were (a) A3S for the three HF
bands, (b) A3WS for the three WARC bands and (c) an
HF2V for 40m and 80m. The two beams were each
installed on 6m long scaffold poles. When necessary the
beams were turned by hand. In general North' was the
main direction. However the USA was at about 50°
whereas JA was at about 325°. Europe was sprawled
between about 320° and 5°. The plan was to have two
fully operational stations, one on the normal HF bands
and the other on the WARC bands. It was fortunate that
a standby rig had been taken because a brand new
Kenwood TS-570 DG failed after only a few days. Two
Ameritron AL-811X linears (the smaller 3x811A version)
were used to boost the output.
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Accommodation
Despite being a luscious island in the Pacific, Wallis is definitely not a ‘tourist’
location. There are virtually no beaches on the island, and there is only a limited
amount of accommodation. In fact, the official Website says that there are less than
50 'guest-beds' on the island. We stayed at the Hotel Albatros which is just next to
the small airport on the northern side of Wallis. We chose this location because it
had been used by the FW8ZZ expedition in August 99 and also because it was
mentioned by Cedric HB9HFN (FW5FN) as being the best ham/accommodation/QTH
on the island. The proprietor of the small (seven rooms) Hotel Albatros could not
have been more helpful. He provided every assistance with antennas, helping us with
sorting out the Licence and generally being amazingly supportive to two crazy English
radio hams that had come to Wallis with no purpose other than making thousands of
CW QSOs.
Licences
Contact had been established with the local P&T prior to departure, and it had
been confirmed that licences would not be a problem. And indeed they were not. It
would have been possible to obtain ‘local’ callsigns (e.g. FW5SX or whatever) but the
FW/home-call option was preferred, because this reduces almost to zero the number
of (time-wasting) "QSL via?" queries generated in the pile-ups.
Operating
The majority of the operating in FW was done during the hours of darkness (06z 18z). Wallis is +12 hours ahead of GMT which makes for 'back-to-front' days,
especially if you are trying to stay up all night to run the pile-ups! The grey-lines were
also times not to be missed, with the 0530z grey-line being the most useful for
Europe. The daily routine was to operate from late afternoon (hopefully having had
some sleep during the middle of the day) right through until after breakfast the
following day. There was no need for any lunch as this was usually sleeping time. The
'working-day' started a few hours before dinner (at 7.30pm local) and finished with
breakfast at about 8.30am local. The 7.30pm dinner slot (0730z) was not a good time
to be leaving the radio, and some efforts were made to vary dinner times. However
given the fact that we were
only eating twice a day, there
was no question of cancelling
our main meal of the day.
Both stations had been set
up in one bungalow which
made for better
communication between the
operators, particularly when it
came to tracking propagation.
The two HF beams were about
60ft apart. There was some
inter-station interference
although this was greatly
reduced by the use of Dunestar filters. The untimely demise of one of the two TS38

570DG's was a nuisance because the IC-735 caused/received more inter-station
interference than the more modern TS-570DG's with their built-in ATUs etc.
Spectrum
There were frustrations at both ends of the spectrum. Whereas 24MHz was
opening to Europe for several hours on end on most days, the openings to Europe on
28MHz were much rarer. It was frustrating for FW/G3TXF often to be asked on
24MHz: "when QSY 28MHz?" while FW/G3SXW was actually already on 28MHz
trying to work EU, but without any propagation.
The spectral distance between 24.9MHz and 28.0MHz made a huge difference to
propagation. At the other end of the spectrum 30m, 40m and 80rn were also difficult
or impossible for EU. On 30m the 18z grey-line gave useful propagation as far west as
Ukraine, whereas the 0530z grey-line allowed a few stations at the south western
edge of Europe (EA7, CT) to put good signals into FW for a short period. However for
the bulk of EU stations located between these two extremes, 30m was usually a
difficult QSO. A handful of EUs were worked on 40m, but usually only those with
substantial antennas. There was no EU propagation on 80m. The occasional visits to
80m by FW/G3SXW usually coincided with either a JA grey-line or, more often, with a
W6/W7 grey-line. The demands of the HF bands precluded the complete tracking of
the North American grey-lines from East to West. It was impossible to be in two
places at the same time. It was a choice between high EU rates on HF or running a
trickle of grey-line W’s on the LF bands.
Regional Analysis
Region

FW/G3SXW

FW/G3TXF

Europe

48.4%

50.2%

N America

29.0%

25.4%

Asia

20.5%

22.6%

Others

2.1%

1.8%

Despite being on the 'other side of the
world’ every effort was made to make best use
of any openings to Europe, where the demand
for FW is higher than in other regions. Both
operators achieved about 50% EU QSOs.
Unfortunately the timing of the FW trip was not
good for LF openings to Europe with there
being no common darkness with the Western
part.

Travel
The journey to Wallis from London required four consecutive flights: London to
Vancouver, Vancouver to Honolulu, Honolulu to Nandi (Fiji), and Nandi to Wallis. We
left London mid-afternoon on the Monday (8 May) and arrived in Wallis, somewhat
dazed, 36 hours later on the Wednesday afternoon. We were met at Wallis airport by
Guy FW5ZL (the only active ham on Wallis) and the Hotel Albatros proprietor. The
hotel was literally only 100m from the main-gate of the airport.
Within a few minutes of our arrival we were unpacking equipment and
assembling the two beams in the sweltering heat. The FW expedition had begun. We
had hand-carried two stations as well as the two beams, but three packages
containing the two linears as well as the spare IC-735 rig and accessories had been
sent by courier some two weeks early. The concept of door-to-door courier delivery
has not quite reached Wallis yet, and it required a half a day of being taken from one
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administrative office to another to be able to get hold of the three boxes which were
stored in customs at Wallis airport.
The first QSOs were at about 0530z (5.30pm local) on Wednesday 10 May and
first night’s operation was barefoot. There are flights from Fiji to Wallis (and back)
only once a week. So it was exactly two weeks (and nearly 28k CW QSOs) later that
we returned to the same airport for the long journey home. The route home was to
take us to Fiji, Brisbane and Singapore. The timetables meant that we had to
overnight in both Fiji and Brisbane. This gave us the opportunity for the first time to
take a close look at the FW logs as well as to catch up on some rest. The overnight
stay in Fiji was uneventful despite there being a coup on at the time.
We arrived at Heathrow (completing the round-the-world trip) early on the
Saturday morning (27 May) having left Wallis on the previous Wednesday afternoon.
On arriving home the E-mail in-trays were found to be already bursting with requests
for FW QSLs and there were heaps of incoming QSLs on the doormat. The travel and
QSO-making part of the FW trip were now over, but the QSLing work had only just
begun. Over 3,300 QSLs (or 12% of the QSO total) had already been despatched in
response to both direct and E-mail QSL requests within four weeks of arriving back
after an amazing CW DX-trip to FW.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
From David Gould, G3UEG
I was on the point of giving up at the end of 2017, so much so I started selling off
some of my "stuff" I could look back at some modest achievements, 87 DXCC (cfmd)
on 160m SSB and 4th in the UK (cfmd) CL rankings, and world 5th in CQWW 160m
SSB in a multi-op team.(160m SSB was my main band for the first 40 odd years) and
since then as I started using the HF bands reaching 300 SSB DXCCs (cfmd). Between
2000 and 2010 I was mainly working on getting remote operation permitted in the
UK and then developing workable systems. Since 2011 I have been back to being
restricted to working from a small suburban garden at home, but enjoyed extending
my operations to the HF bands and particularly using 12m and 10m during the last
sunspot peak years.
Not feeling confident up high ladders any more, I had down-sized my antennas.
160m (SSB) QSOs were getting more and more difficult and many DXpeditions no
longer activated 160m (SSB). With the decline in the sunspots and also the fact that
the majority of QSOs were rubber stamp 59 73s (despite many attempts to engage in
some dialogue) I was on the point of giving up.
Early last year, I decided to have an initial dabble with FT8 to see how it operated,
and to see what I could work. I started with 40m using an inverted V dipole. I soon
realised FT8 gave me some new challenges to master, the idiosyncrasies of Windows
PC sound cards, using WSPR to better understand different antenna characteristics,
the 30m band, learning some finer nuances of HF propagation to name few. (FT8 can
40

pick up some strange openings at unexpected times). Some people say operating FT8
is trivial (just clicking a mouse) I have not found that to be the case when chasing
serious DX with search and pounce.
I have used 7 different dipole/vertical antennas of which I have built 6 of them,
each designed for a specific objective. The challenges have been absorbing and
educational and have resulted in re-energising my interest in Amateur Radio and
achieving some new targets. The highlight of which (to me) was working zone 37 on
FT8 to give me 6-band WAZ. I had been trying unsuccessfully for this slot on SSB for
many years. FT8/FT4 have not given me any new DXCCs but have increased my
confirmed slot count from 1597 t0 1791 (108 of these being on 30m). I have only
used 80m to 15m so far. On 15m, my last band to work, I have just got my 100th
confirmation from 110 worked for my 6th DXCC band.
A return to 160m might be next. I tried the 2nd FT4 contest on October 7th and
was quite disappointed in that I did not find it very enjoyable, I am still trying to
analyse why. My 3000 QSOs have been enjoyable and have widened my
horizons. Some more new antennas are being planned.
Giving up has been postponed!
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