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nevada

The HOTTEST place for radio!
LATEST
VERSION
PRICE
MATCH
see web

Icom IC-7100 Icom’s most popular radio
includes SD card and HM151 DTMF mic
IC-7100 ...HF to UHF multi-band + 4m ........£1099.95
IC-7200 ...HF+6m Robust transceiver.............£829.95
IC-7600 ...HF+6m twin DSP base TX............£2595.00
IC-7410 ...HF+6m all mode base TX.............£1499.95
IC-9100 ...HF+VHF+UHF Transceiver ............£2699.95
IC-718 .....HF 100W Basic HF Transceiver .......£594.95
IC-2730E .145/433MHz large screen..............£269.95
ID5100E...Standard Version Dual Band D-Star £499.95
ID51E Plus...NEW Dual band H/H D-Star ........£389.95

nevada

®

PRICE
MATCH
see web

PRICE
MATCH
see web

Kenwood TS590SGE

FT-991 Fully featured
HF/50MHz/VHF/UHF transceiver

100W HF/6m all mode transceiver
TS480SAT..100W mobile/base HF/6m, ATU/DSP £699.95
TS480HXE .200W DSP mobile/base HF/6m ......£799.95
TS-2000E ..HF/50/144/430 MHz transceiver...£1429.95
TH-D72E ...VHF/UHF H/H GPS TNC APRS .........£399.95
TM-V71E...Twinband 145/433MHz with APRS.£299.95
MC90........Deluxe desktop microphone ...........£189.95
MC60A .....Classic style desktop microphone ...£122.95
HS5...........Comms headphones 8 Ohms ...........£52.95
HS6...........Lightweight headphones 12.5 Ohms £35.95

nevada

Power Supplies

®

FTDX3000 ...100W HF/6m all mode TX.......£1729.95
FTDX1200 ...100W HF/6m all mode TX.......£1149.95
FT857..........Multiband HF/VHF/UHF mobile .£629.95
FT817ND.....All mode multiband portable ....£439.95
FT450D .......100W all mode HF/6m + ATU...£499.95
FT7900........Twinband 145/433MHz mobile .£219.95
FT2900........Powerful 75W 145MHz mobile .£129.95
FT1DE .........Ipx5 digital 145/433MHz handy£269.95
FT2DE .........Digital twinbander HERE NOW..£349.95
FTM400DE ..Colour screen VHF/UHF.............£479.95
FTM100DE ..New C4FM 50W Dual Band Mobile£299.95
MD100A8X..Desktop microphone...................£99.95
MD200........Studio quality microphone ........£189.95
VX3E...........Miniature twinband handy........£119.95
VX6E...........Submersible 145/433MHz handy£164.95

Cables

PSW-50

Fully featured
50 Amp switch mode
power supply
• Input voltage: 240 VAC
• Output: 13.8 VDC adjustable 9.0 - 15.0V
• Protection: short circuit, auto current limiting
• Output current: 50A (max) 40A (continuous)
• Size: 7.75 x 3.6 x 10”
£125.95
• Weight: 5.5lb

PS-40M

High quality variable
voltage linear
power supply
• Input voltage: 220/240V AC 50Hz
• Output voltage: DC 1.5-15V adjustable
• Output Current: 40A (max), 35A (30mins)
• Protection: current limitation, short circuit
• Size: 230 x 150 x 270mm WHD
• Weight: 9kg
£116.95
PS-30M ...30A variable voltage linear power supply .£99.95
PSW-30H.Lightweight 25-30A switch mode PSU ..£79.95
PSW-30 ...High efficiency 25A ...........................£79.95
PS-08.......New 6-8amp linear............................£34.95

Ecoflex 15
per metre.....£5.99 price per 102m drum ....£539
PL259 connector (Part: 7350) ........................£8.95
N type connector (Part: 7395) ........................£9.95
Ecoflex 10
per metre.....£2.89 price per 102m drum ....£289
PL259 connector (part: 7378) ........................£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367)........................£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)....................£6.50
Aircell 7
per metre.....£1.99 price per 102m drum .....£179
PL259 connector (part: 7390) ........................£2.65
N type connector (part: 7392)........................£5.25
BNC type connector (part: 7391)....................£5.25
Aircell 5
per metre.....£1.39 price per 102m drum ....£125
PL259 connector (part: 7760) ........................£2.25
N type connector (part: 7700)........................£3.95
BNC type connector (part: 7720) ..................£3.25

OTHER 100M DRUMS

Westflex 103 .............Ultra low loss........£139.95
RG-213TM .....................Low loss .................£89.95
RG-213U.....................Mil spec................£116.00
RG-Mini 8...................Super XX ................£59.95
RG58/CU.....................Mil spec..................£39.95
450 Ohm ....................Twin feeder.............£89.00
300 Ohm ....................Twin feeder.............£76.50
Coated flexweave.....Antenna wire ..........£59.95

DAIWA - Quality Meters
CN-801HP

Professional
Series
2kW Power/
SWR meter
• Range: 1.8-200MHz
• 20/200/2000W
• PEP reading SWR/
power meter

£119.95

CN-801SII

Professional
Series
0.9-2.5GHz 200mW/2/20W
• Range: 0.9-2.5GHz
• Power range: 0.2/2/20W
• SWR detection
sensitivity: 0.1W
£199

CN-801VN

Professional
Series
20/200W
VHF/UHF
(140-525MHz)
• Range: 140-525MHz
• Power range: 20/200W

£119.95

WANTED FOR CASH
- GOOD QUALITY RADIOS!

...or generous PX against NEW
M-Series
hi-strength guy rope using
‘Dyneema Max’ technology
100m Drums
M2 ..2mm 240kg B/s ............£37.95
M3 ..3mm 100m 390kg Drum ..£58.95
M4 ..4mm 900kg B/s ..........£125.95
M5 ..5mm 1150kg B/s ........£189.95
M6 ..6mm 1850kg B/s ........£237.95
M8 ..8mm 2600kg B/s ........£336.95
100m Drums
P2 ..2mm 100kg B/s .............£16.50
P3 ..3mm 200kg B/s .............£24.95
P4 ..4mm 400kg B/s 100m Drum.£34.95
P5 ..5mm 500kg B/s .............£46.95
P6 ..6mm 850kg B/s .............£84.95
P8 ..8mm 1,300kg B/s ..........£99.95
Now available in 100 ft Drums
M-2.........2mm 240kg B/s 31m Drum.........£11.95
M-3.........3mm 390kg B/s 31m Drum.........£18.50
P-4 ..........4mm 400kg B/s 31m Drum.............£10.95

NEW

Soldering Irons
690D
Digital 50W solder station

£199.99
TCS
50W digital iron - with temperature control
Easy Button operation from 200 to 450C
Iron plated - Nickel coated tip for long life
£69.99
Burn proof Silicone cable
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Editorial
Dennis Andrews, F5VHY

Just a little way south of
the Dordogne Valley,
the long hot summer
has drawn to a close.
September and October
are busy months in the
countryside. The grapes
are all harvested and their juice is now
fermenting to produce what promises to be
a bumper vintage year. The sunflowers and
maize have been cut, the fields ploughed,
the ditches cleared and the road verges
tidied up. Autumn is here.
Just as the natural seasons progress so the
radio seasons advance with some
DXpeditions to chase and the contest
season with us again. As I write this, the CQ
WW SSB weekend is in full swing with what
sounds to be much improved band
conditions. Just a few weeks ago, the RSGB
21/28MHz contest was a virtual non-event.
But what a turnaround this weekend.
Although the sunspot cycle is supposed to
be declining, we have enjoyed great
conditions across all the bands.
This Digest contains reports on two recent
DXpeditions – E6GG to Niue and 3G0ZC to
Juan Fernandez. The 6Gs operation
certainly ticked all the boxes – selffinanced, hand-carried stations, balanced
operating taking good account of openings
to the various areas, and a good choice of
antennas for the operating location - plus
excellent uploading to Clublog despite
restricted internet access, quick transfer to
LOTW and QSL card mailing only delayed by
the delivery time from the printers. If only
they were all like that!
There are lots of DXpeditions in the shortterm calendar that will keep the interest
going throughout the European winter
months. Plenty of opportunity for ticking
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off the band slots. This should see quite a
revision in the Clublog wanted list. Laurie,
G3UML has contributed a very interesting
update on the changes in the wanted list
since he made his last survey in 2013. I
wonder how much further change there
will be in the list in another six months.
During September, returns were coming in
to the Membership Survey organised by
Ian, G3YBY. An initial view suggests that,
overall, there is a high level of satisfaction
with what the Club is doing. Perhaps of
greater interest were the associated
comments. Many of these seemed to
answer questions that were not in the
survey and contained lots of positive
suggestions for ways in which CDXC can
extend and improve its operations.
The occasional technical article in the
Digest is always well received and the
Survey feedback asked for more. The
difficulty is generating suitable DX relevant
material. So, if you have done something
interesting, why not consider committing
your experience to print.
I was not able to get to the RSGB
Convention this year but it seems to have
been the usual enjoyable event. I talked a
few people into providing their personal
views of what went on. Amongst them, 15
year-old Jamie, 2E0CDV, one of our newest
and youngest members, tells us about
himself as well as recording his experiences
during a first visit to a Convention. Already
making a name for himself in contesting
and DXing, Jamie was a very deserving
recipient of the RSGB’s G5RP Trophy that is
awarded to a newcomer to the hobby who
has shown outstanding progress.
Plenty to look forward to in the coming
months – 73 & Good DX!

Chairman's Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
It was great to see so
many CDXC members
at the RSGB
Convention this year. I
often think this hobby
of ours has too few
social gatherings; quite
different from when I was first licensed
when we all went to their local club once or
twice a month and rallies filled every
weekend of the summer. The RSGB
Convention continues to offer the best
opportunity to meet a cross-section of our
UK, and indeed some of our overseas,
members. I understand that attendance
was up for weekend and day visitors, which
is good news but I would urge everyone to
complete the feedback form at
www.rsgb.org/feedback. For my part I think
the staggered breaks have to go – it was
embarrassing to see attendees walk out of
a nearly finished lecture because they
wanted to go to the next one. I’m still
undecided about the quantity of streams
and lectures, but videoing them for later
viewing may provide a worthy solution.
Most of all isn’t it fantastic that a whole
show can be held together by volunteers!
The big Club news this time is the members’
survey. It ran on-line during the month of
September and we had an amazing
response with just over 500 members
taking the time to give us their views. The
questionnaire was designed and
administered by Ian, G3YBY and I want
publicly to thank him for doing such a great
job. Ian has presented the first part of the
survey results in this Digest with some brief
explanation. It gives a good indication of
who we are and what we do.
The remainder of the survey questions
concern what you would like from the Club.
As I write it is barely two weeks since the
survey closed and your Committee is still
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absorbing the results - and the 184
‘additional comments’ that were made. We
intend to wrap this into our strategy
thoughts that I mentioned in my July Digest
piece and we will publish our responses in
the next Digest. We’ll also look at
formatting the full results such that they
can go on our website.
A few strong opinions come out of the
survey (i.e. things with an overwhelming
majority vote). Summarising, members
would like the Club to grow by recruiting
from a global audience but retaining its UK
base and focus. Members would also wish
us to retain and enforce the 100 DXCCs
membership entry requirement. A better
website is a desire, and if we are able, to go
to an electronic Digest. Members would
wish to have it as an option for all members
alongside a printed version. This is very
useful feedback and your Committee will
use it wisely.
With all of this club news, I’ve left precious
little space to comment on the tremendous
time I had as part of the ‘6Gs’ trip to Niue.
Being the ‘hunted’ rather than the ‘hunter’
is such a different experience and the
memories of a great session on our first
night on 160m and the last morning’s greyline trip through Europe on 80m will stay
with me for a long time.
With a flurry of DXpeditions coming in the
next few months, I feel for TX3X with the
appalling conditions they endured. We
experienced some of that on E6GG but for
us it picked up at the end of our stay. It just
shows that all of the planning, the cost, the
disruption to family life etc. that goes into a
big DXpedition can still be thwarted by ‘that
big orange ball in the sky’. But isn’t that
what DXing is all about? If it were easy it
wouldn’t be half as much fun, would it?
73 and Good DX - Chris, G3SVL

President’s Patter
Don Field, G3XTT
In his Chairman’s Chat, Chris
G3SVL mentions the RSGB
Convention and I would
echo his thoughts on what is
always a great event. I have
missed only one since they
started at the Belfry near Oxford almost 30
years ago and I had a good excuse on that
occasion because I was away on Christmas
Island.
I must admit that I haven’t been on the
bands much of late. There were several
band slots I could have done with from
E6GG, T2GC and TX3X but I didn’t even hear
any of these on the bands I needed. I felt
for my friends on E6, making every effort to
work the UK but struggling. Nevertheless,
there was enough propagation for them to
end with over 48,000 QSOs and I gather
they had a great time. I’m sure we all offer
them our congratulations for an excellent
effort.
Let’s hope the bands do improve over the
next few months because there are several
more expeditions in the pipeline to rare
spots. A lot of effort is going in to these,
particularly Heard Island, which requires
huge expenditure along with a significant
time away from home for all participants.
At the end of September, I made what is
now my annual trip to Newark for the RSGB
Hamfest. I have to be on the PW stand but
it’s an opportunity to see what’s new and
to meet readers. From a DX and contest
point of view, I was particularly interested
to see the new HF/50MHz solid-state
amplifier from The DX Shop. Given that the
Expert 1.3K seems to be seriously on backorder at the moment, the DX Shop product
could prove very popular, especially as it
was designed by Chris Bartram GW4DGU
who many will remember as the design
expert behind Mutek.
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There have been some interesting
transceiver launches this year too, not least
the Elecraft K3S but also by way of SDR
technology (yes, I realise the K3S relies
heavily on SDR as well). We didn’t ask in the
Members Survey exactly which transceiver
each of you uses. We did ask about power
levels and antennas. Many of you still rely
on barefoot operation and many more of
you are dependent on single-element wire
antennas. Given the recent conditions,
though, it’s going to get harder. Just a year
or so back, 100W into a 10m dipole would
have been enough to work the world. What
a difference a year makes. There is no clear
view from the experts as to how this
sunspot minimum and the next maximum
will look but, whatever the outcome, we
are in for a tough few years on the high
bands.
Maybe now is the time to improve your LF
antennas, especially on the receive side. My
own priority is to set up a receive loop for
the winter. When we first moved to this
location some 31 years ago, I could hear
almost anything that moved on 160 and
80m, even on an inverted-L transmit
antenna. Over the years, and many of you
will relate to this, the ambient noise level
has increased steadily. PLT gets much of the
blame but this started much earlier –
switched mode power supplies, plasma TVs,
low voltage downlights and so on. I
endured two terrible winter seasons from
what I assume was a dodgy central heating
thermostat – during the evening I had S9+
noise on 160m and missed several potential
new ones. Fortunately, a year later it was
gone – maybe it was so bad that even the
homeowner realised a replacement was in
order.
Anyway, I wish you all well for the months
to come and for the festive season. Maybe
Santa will bring you a nice new IC-7850 or a

ticket (and a licence, of course) for a
fortnight on a tropical island with
guaranteed sunshine and a week of

exceptional sunspot numbers (we can all
live in hope!).
73 Don G3XTT

New Members
Tony Bettley, G4LDL

CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new and re-joining members:

Callsign

Name

QTH

F5VLY

Adrian Green

Agen

GM4WCE

Peter Erikson

Edinburgh

2E0SDV

Jamie Williams

Burntwood

F1IYJ

Phillipe Givet

Longeaul

M0RTZ

Simon Clarke

Horncastle, Lincs

M0TNG

Stu Adaway

Barnsley

M6FVN

Andy Storey

Bingham, Notts

ND7J

Bob Cieszenski

Henderson, USA

We regret to record the passing of the following CDXC members:
DK1II, Franz Nieberding
G3MFE, Duncan Aird
G3WHK, Derek Poulter
G3YOU, John Garrett
G4FEU, Tom Southwell
Z24S, George Main-Baillie
Our thoughts are with their families and loved ones.
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CDXC DXpedition Funding
A significant proportion of CDXC income is allocated to the support of DXpeditions and other
DX related activity. Funding normally follows an application from the organisers but,
occasionally we make an unsolicited donation where it would be in the interests of UK DXers
and CDXC as an organisation. Full details of funding policy can be found on the CDXC website.

2016
Mar-16

VK0EK

Jan-16

VP8/S & VP8/G

Jan-16

K5P

Heard Island
S. Sandwich & S.
Georgia
Palmyra

$2,000

Willis Island
Marshall Islands
Coetivy Island (AF119)
Chesterfield Is
Tuvalu
Nauru
Juan Fernandez Is.
Cocos Island
Navassa
Iran (AS166)
5 x IOTAs in 2015
Support for running
costs
To distribute to IOTA
DXpeds

£400
£250
£250
£750
£150
£250
£500
£300
$2,000
£350
£150

£1,000
£750

2015
Nov-15
Oct-15
Oct-15
Oct-15
Sep-15
Mar-15
Feb-15
Feb-15
Jan-15
Jan-15

VK9WA
V73D
S79P
TX3X
T2GC
C21EU
3G0ZC
TI9/3Z9DX
K1N
EP6T
2015 Donation YF1AR
2015 Donation Club Log
2015 Donation IREF

£500
$625

Editorial Policy:
The views expressed in the Digest are those of the respective authors and may or may
not represent CDXC policy.
Copyright:
Unless explicitly stated, all material in the Digest is the copyright of the respective
author or photographer. They shall not be reproduced in part or in whole without the
author’s or photographer’s prior written permission. The Editor is happy to assist in
seeking permission to reproduce articles for bona fide reasons.
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CDXC HF Challenge 2015 Results
Bob Barden, MD0CCE – Awards Manager
Where has the propagation
gone? The results in the
2015 HF Challenge clearly
show the decline in the
sunspot cycle vs. the 2014
results – while on 15m the
results were not too far down, the higher
frequencies tell the story – 2015 results
were 55% down on 12m and 48% down on
10m vs. 2014. Total DXCCs worked by the
winner this year were down 17% vs. last
year.
Congratulations to Martin G3ZAY for having
won the Hinson Trophy for the second year
in a row with 178 DXCCs, and to newcomer
to the table Martin M0BCT for having won
the Chairman’s Cup with 173 DXCCs. Lionel
G5LP won the third place salver for the

second year in a row with 156 DXCCs.
Individual Band salver winners were Martin
G3ZAY for 15M, Norman 5B4AIF for both
12M and 10M, and Lionel G5LP for 6M.
Certificates of Merit will be awarded to
5B4AIF, 5B4AHJ, G4CMQ, PJ4DX, 9H5G,
F5VKT and G3LHJ. Trophies and salvers will
be presented at the next CDXC AGM in July
2016, while certificates will be e-mailed to
winners shortly.
Complete results are shown on the Club Log
website
https://secure.clublog.org/hfchallenge.php
while the results for the top ten stations are
shown below.
Congratulations to all the winners!

Award
Hinson Trophy, Salver
Chairman's Cup, Salver
Third Place Salver

Winner
G3ZAY
M0BCT
G5LP

DXCCs 15m
178
173
173
169
156
151

15M Salver
12M Salver
10M Salver
6M Salver

G3ZAY
5B4AIF
5B4AIF
G5LP

173

Certificates of Merit
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

5B4AIF
5B4AHJ
G4CMQ
PJ4DX
9H5G
F5VKT
G3LHJ

10m
7
16
27

6m
1
0
9

59
75
9

145
113
104
97
86
83
81

Md0cce@yahoo.com
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12m
11
11
41

141
101
104
88
84
80
75

59
21
0
10
6
2
18

75
48
1
12
10
17
12

2
0
0
0
0
0
1

The CDXC Members Survey – Feedback
Part 1 – Who are we?
Ian McCarthy G3YBY / F5VKT

When the CDXC committee
decided to carry out the
members survey held in
September, we wanted to
cover five areas which were:
1. Who are our members?

Q1. Please indicate your age
40.0%

175

35.0%
30.0%

1

25.0%
97

20.0%

2. What are the current membership
benefits that members value / use the
most?

15.0%

5.0%

3 What else would members like to see
CDXC doing /not doing?

51

10.0%
22
0

1

2

0.0%
Under 20 to 30 to 40 to 50 to 60 to 70 to 80 plus
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

4. How should CDXC develop in the future?
5. The Digest
The on-line survey was carried out using
Surveymonkey.com and we had 502
responses from members. This is over 50%
of the membership which compares very
favourably with commercial on-line survey
responses.
It will take a little time for the committee to
review the insights that the data survey
provides, and come up with future plans
and strategy. However, the first 10
questions were about getting background
information about our members and are
essentially factual which require “less”
interpretation, although are still key to
determining future directions for the club.
I have added a brief comment to the results
and graphical display for each question .

I guess not too much of a surprise given the
general age profile in the hobby, and the
fact that empty nesters and retirees have
more time for DXing? However, we still do
need to work on the fact that only 15% of
the responders are under 50!

30.0%

132

25.0%
20.0%

100

112

109

15.0%
10.0%

34

5.0%

8

0.0%
< 2 years 2 to 5
years

5 to 10 10 to 20 20 to 30 More
years
years
years than 30
years

About 48% have been members for less
than five years. Perhaps this shows
members getting into DXing later in life,
and / or a result of recent membership
recruitment campaigns?
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Q5. How many DXCC's have you
worked?

Q3. Membership location?
35.0%

80.0%
355
70.0%

30.0%

60.0%

25.0%

50.0%

147
123

20.0%

40.0%

113

87

15.0%

30.0%
111
20.0%
10.0%

10.0%
5.0%

29

Less than
100

I am a UK resident Overseas member Overseas member
member
previously UK
never resided in
resident
the UK

As expected, the majority of our
membership is UK based. But over a
quarter of the membership base outside UK
should be considered a satisfactory
situation.

30.0%

108 110

20.0%
68

15.0%
10.0%

42

5.0%
2

8

11

200 to
300

300 plus Honour
roll

Q6. How many IOTA's have you
worked?

131

25.0%

100 to
200

This was a bit of a surprise to me that we
had so many members on the honour roll
(23%) with 48% of responders having
worked over 300 DXCC's.

Q4. How long have you held your
amateur radiolicence?

16

0.0%
< 2 2 to 5 5 to 10 to 20 to 30 to 40 to 50 to More
years years 10 20 30 40 50 60 than
years years years years years years 60
years

This clearly shows that the majority of our
members have held their licences for a long
time with 87% being licensed for over 20
years! A worry and an opportunity?
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20

0.0%

0.0%

50.0%
45.0%
40.0%
35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%

216

75
42

70

64
28
0

Less
than
100

100 to 250 to 500 to 1000 to 1500
250
500
1000 1500 plus

**

** I don’t participate in the IOTA program

Although the right-hand column looks big,
in fact, well over half of the responders
keep count of the number of IOTAs worked.
Together with the big yearly support for the
RSGB IOTA contest, it seems that this
activity remains very popular.

Q7. How many QSO's do you normally
have in a year (including contest
QSO's)?
50.0%

Q9. What power level do you normally
use for DXing and contesting?
70.0%

218

45.0%

50.0%

40.0%
35.0%
30.0%

40.0%
122

165

30.0%

25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%

101
20.0%
10.0%

38
6
<1000

6

40.0%

173

30.0%
20.0%
44

Q10. What sort of antenna set-up do
you have?
191

87

Novice DXer

Intermediate
Dxer

80

74
57

A
0.0%

I use a
linear
amplifier

This question was of course carefully
worded! An interesting split. We would
loved to have asked what type of amplifier!

45.0%
40.0%
35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%

272

50.0%

9

4

< or = 5 10 watts 50 watts 100 - 200
watts
watts

Q8. At what level of DXing experience do
you consider yourself to be?
60.0%

10

0.0%

1000 to 5000 to 10000 to 20000 to >30000
5000
10000 20000 30000

Shows the split between those who contest
and those Dxers who don't? Perhaps a bit
of a surprise that it suggests that there are
not too many serious contesters amongst
our ranks.

10.0%

302

60.0%

B

C

D

E

A - Single multi-band wire antenna - e.g. doublet or G5RV
B - Single multiband vertical
C - Multiple wire antennas
D - HF tribander and wire LF antenna(s)
E - HF monobanders and directional /gain antennas for LF

Experienced
Dxer

I think this shows and interesting split with
56% experienced and 44% less experienced
Dxing members.

I appreciate that this question may have
not related to everyone's installation, but
an interesting (2 way?) split with 45% using
wires or verticals and 55% with gain /
directional antennas of some kind.

More to come in future digests following
the committees' deliberations!

g3yby@yahoo.com
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E6GG – Niue – 2015
Don Beattie, G3BJ

The Early Planning
That drink at the 2013 RSGB
Convention has a lot to
answer for. The team that is
now the “6-G’s” first
mooted the idea of working
together on a DXpedition at that
Convention, and that spawned the TX6X
operation of March 2014. Pulled together in
a matter of a few weeks, we made some
78k QSOs from the Austral Islands. We had
so much fun that it was inevitable that we’d
want to do it again. So in late 2014, we
started to research possible locations for
2015, narrowing it to a small handful of
“possibles”. A Skype conference at the time
agreed that it was not a matter of where do
we go next, but of “in which order do we do
these?” We set a number of criteria for our
next destination – it had to be wanted in
Europe, accessible by air (without
significant limitations of baggage weight),
with favourable propagation at our target
dates (the equinox) and, by preference, in
the Pacific (whilst sunspot numbers held
out some reasonable prospect of
propagation to Europe for hours at a time).
It needed reliable power and also should be
a reasonable “holiday” location. Niue was
one of the countries on our list, with a need
to focus on Europe (where it remained high
on the wanted lists) and on LF everywhere.
We put out a lot of feelers in connection
with three possible locations. We knew
how to do one easily (it had been our fallback location for 2014) and we were pretty
sure that we could do another without too
much hassle. But the third – Niue – needed
work. From a visit there in 2009, Hilary,
G4JKS, and I knew the topography and we
also knew some key people on the island.
Niue has just one hotel of any significance,
and that is on the wrong side of the island
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for propagation to Europe. No previous
operations from Niue had been optimised
with a sea-edge north-facing location. But
we knew a village where there was just one
possible location to do this - if only we
could find a house to rent there and get the
use of the strategically positioned village
hall (right on the cliff top).
Just as we were about to decide to go
elsewhere, it all fell into place. A contact we
had made whilst on Niue offered his house
(he does not live all year on Niue) and it just
happened to be in the village with the cliffedge village hall. Not only that, but a
separate email produced an offer of hire of
the hall for the two weeks, together with
catering by the village folk. This was looking
good. So the detailed planning began. Our
contact on Niue was the mayor of the
village concerned, who also happens to
work in the Niue Government on planning
and statistics, as well as tourism, and he
helped set up our arrangements. Extensive
email and telephone traffic between Niue
and the UK was necessary to get all the
local arrangements in place. About this
time, Don, G3XTT decided he could not
arrange to be part of the team this time, so
we were able to invite Mike, G3WPH, who
eagerly accepted. The team therefore
became Chris (G3SVL), Nigel (G3TXF), David
(G3WGN), Mike (G3WPH), Justin (G4TSH),
Hilary (G4JKS) and myself.
Niue
Niue is a 60m high island of rock known as
the “Rock of the Pacific”. It is roughly 19
degrees South and 170 degrees West, and
the path to much of Europe passes through
the Northern auroral zone. The whole
island is rugged tufa, and the ground terrain
is very difficult and dangerous. Walking

anywhere but on identified paths is not
recommended.
The island has a population of around
1,500, recently augmented by taking some
refugees from Tuvalu, fleeing the rising
seawater. There is a village at the South of
the island where these folk live. The
infrastructure on Niue is better than some
Pacific islands. First installed when the
island was the responsibility of New
Zealand (its islanders are still New Zealand
citizens) it offers acceptable roads
(although quickly becoming pothole alley),
good power from three diesel sets and
solar – only one diesel running at a time, a
second on stand-by and a third under
routine maintenance). All power
distribution at 11 kV is underground –
excellent. Water is mains, although not
recommended for drinking. There is a
dentist and a hospital for basic care,
although serious cases are repatriated to
New Zealand by a government-arranged
medical evacuation flight. Most of the
island is jungle, with few areas under
cultivation. There is Paw Paw, Banana, Taro
and little else growing. Islanders have pigs
and chickens (the men the pigs, the women
the chickens). There is a soft, welcoming,
non-threatening island culture – we’re all in
this together style. Everyone we met was
friendly and enormously helpful. You can
even smile when you get your driving
licence photo taken. Yes - you need a Niue
driving licence (a means of gaining more
revenue) and most attractive it is too,
illustrated with flowers and palm trees.
Amateur licensing could not be easier –
email the Telecom office, suggest a callsign,
send a copy of your UK licence, pay the £ 50
or so by e-transfer, and your licence is
emailed back to you (you can collect a
printed copy when you arrive).
The seashore is rocky – and definitely not
for bathing. There are a couple of places
where the rocks open out to sandy coves
and where water is retained from high tide,
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providing excellent swimming facilities in
crystal-clear waters. But the open sea is
very dangerous, with fast currents.
Niue is not a tourism island. Most visitors
are from New Zealand and there are fewer
than 200 tourist beds. The practicalities are
that Niue is a very long way from major
civilisation centres and is expensive to
access. The flight alone from Auckland with
a good baggage allowance is nearly £500.
The weather on Niue is tropical, but there is
nearly always a refreshing breeze – with no
other land around, it is fanned by the
Ocean winds. November to April is cyclone
season – the last bad one was in 2004,
which devastated the island. The best time
to visit is in the dry season – May to
October. The latter part of this period
coincides with the visit of the humpback
whales to breed – this is one of the very
few places where these magnificent
creatures can be seen at close-quarters
from land, such is the depth of the waters
around the island.
Getting down to detail
Antennas would prove to be the key to this
operation – the location was not exactly AT
the sea edge, but above it. This meant that
our VDAs from TX6G would not be suitable
as, at that elevation, they would not give
the necessary low-angle lobes. Modelling
by Mike, G3WPH and David, G3WGN
suggested that high inverted Vee dipoles
would work best on HF, with verticals for
LF. Measurements using Google earth gave
us the length of our cable runs to allow for
maximum flexibility of antenna positioning.
We needed long runs of low loss cable, and
in the end, this took up a lot of our baggage
allowances.
We would again take Elecraft stations –
K3/K3S and KPA500. Through the kindness
of Olof, G0CKV, we were also lent an SPE
Expert 1.3 which would add some clout to
our LF signal on 160 particularly. Over the
whole expedition, we had no equipment

failures, despite everything running in a
non-air conditioned environment. But the
shacks were well ventilated with large
openings letting a lot of air (and
mosquitos!) into the rooms. Night time was
particularly challenging for operating and
we all ended up being fully clothed and
covered up for the night shifts.
We knew that we needed to have access to
the capital Alofi – some 12 miles away – for
day-to-day needs, and so arranged hire of
an MPV for the duration of our stay. This
worked out well, and we could go out on
short touring trips as the opportunity arose.
We decided that as the twice-weekly flights
to Niue from Auckland are by Airbus 320,
with few weight constraints, we would
invest in some 18m Spiderpoles, and try to
get an extensive antenna farm assembled
on the island. In the end, we found
ourselves taking some 400 kg of baggage
through a combination of Air New Zealand,
BA and Emirates, each team member
choosing his “favourite” routing to
Auckland. Most flew business class, which
offered a whopping 69 kg of checked
baggage per person on Air New Zealand
and BA. Hilary and I chose the direct Air
New Zealand flight – 26.5 hours elapsed
time to Auckland. It was hassle-free and
spot on time. We arrived moderately
refreshed in a very wet Auckland five days
before the rest of the team, choosing to
take a few days in the Northlands to
acclimatise to the time zone.
Making it happen
The team assembled in Auckland two days
before the outbound flight to Niue. Then,
on 16th September, we presented Air New
Zealand with our 400 kg and boarded for
the three and a half hour flight. The flight
crosses the International Date Line and so
we arrived at lunch time on 15th
September, to be met by Frank, our onisland contact. He had a minibus and car
ready and, after stopping at the
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supermarket for crates of water, beer and
other essentials, we were on-site by midafternoon. Also at the Airport was Miss
Niue which gave the opportunity for a
unique team photograph
We had not planned on the pretty basic
nature of our living accommodation. The
owner had warned “nothing fancy” and it
was a traditional island house. Three
bedrooms (one used as a store),
kitchen/diner and lounge, together with
bathroom. It was not designed to sleep
seven people so mattresses had been
provided which we put on the concrete
floor of the house. In the end it did not
really matter – it was dry, it had the
sleeping facilities, a hot shower and a
washing machine. It also had mosquito nets
on the louvered windows, which were
essential. But the faces of some of the team
when they first saw the house showed that
this was not quite what had been expected!
We had arranged for all catering to be at
the operating location, which turned out to
be ideal with its large sheltered veranda.
We did not know what to expect in terms of
food. Our St Brandon trip with Five Star had
been based on a diet of fish and rice, or rice
and fish. The first evening on Niue we were
presented with a “banquet” with an
enormous variety of meats, vegetables and
desserts. We politely asked that future
meals should be scaled back a bit, and had
to repeat the request several times
subsequently – our waistlines suffered
badly! The food was truly excellent and way
above our expectations. Based on our stay
in 2009, I can safely say it was above the
standard of the one island hotel.
We chose a very modest target for day 1,
and simply erected the HF antennas and
installed all the stations and computing
equipment. There was limited operation on
HF that evening. The following day was the
day for big LF antennas. All the dipoles
went on the 18m Spider-poles and we put
up verticals for 40, 80 and 160. We had

planned to guy everything to rebar lengths
hammered into the ground. But this was a
non-starter as the ground was impossible to
penetrate. So we had to make use of
strategically placed palm trees to hold our
guys. We even put the 40m vertical up a
palm tree to minimise guying needs. This
“coconut vertical” suffered a little from
rain, as the top made contact with the
hanging coconuts, with the inevitable
results. We used RFC400 cable for the
longer HF cable runs, and were impressed
by this relatively cheap and low loss cable.
For LF we used Ultraflex and Aircell 5.
The Bands
Conditions were at best variable. The first
day or so, things were pretty good. But
then a major solar event torpedoed the
bands for several days, with the A index up
in the 40’s. This limited our HF QSO rates
enormously. We had in mind something
around 50k as a target for Niue (a much
more difficult path to Europe than the
Australs), and with dedicated stations on 80
and 160 overnight, we carried quite an
overhead in terms of QSO rate. When
propagation returned to “normal”, the last
few days showed that our antenna plans
were spot-on. The European HF signals
were big and we felt “loud” in Europe. It is
just disappointing that we lost a large
number of QSOs from the poor initial
conditions and quite a few from a seven
hour “planned maintenance” weekend
power outage.
Our LF performance from Raivavae on the
Australs had been fairly poor and we had
shared one LF antenna between 80 and
160. We resolved to have dedicated
antennas for each LF band on E6, so that
we could work both simultaneously. This
was the right strategy – in the end we made
over 1,000 QSOs on 160 and some 2,500 on
80m, with peak openings coinciding on
each band, of course. Although we worked
Europe extensively on 80, 160m EU QSOs
were limited to the Eastern part of the
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continent. We tried every day to the UK but
it was not to be. The issue was not one of
static, but simply of signal level – we heard
a few “pings” on 160, but no G QSO. Our
160m operating was based on being on the
band at Niue/European sunrise/sunset and
on following the dawn terminator across
the US. This meant about seven hours on
the band each night – often more.
Encouragingly the static levels were not
excessive – we could hear between the
crashes. Although we had planned a
beverage, the land meant it was hard to
implement. We tried a Pennant, but with
little success. In retrospect, perhaps a K9AY
would have helped, but we had the clear
impression that the limiting factor was
probably the strength of our signal in
Europe, that receiving antennas would do
nothing to improve.
We took some “stick” for our focus on CW
at the start. But with conditions as they
were, CW offered the magic 15-20 dB
advantage over SSB. SSB contacts would
have been hard, and rates low in those
early days, and pile-up control near
impossible. Later in the expedition we
ramped up the SSB activity, with large and
very unruly pile-ups to Europe. 17m RTTY
operation was relatively limited, reflecting
the CQWW RTTY contest on our second
weekend, and the fact that Chris, GM3WOJ,
had offered a significant number of RTTY
QSOs when he had been on the island.
The results
Our results show a total of 48,635 QSOs
with an encouraging level of EU contacts:
Continental Split
North America

37%

Europe

30%

Asia

29%

Oceania

2%

South America

1%

Africa

1%

The totals for EU vary significantly by band:
Band

% Europe

160

<1

80

13

40

19

30

44

20

50

17

42

15

27

12

4

10

<1

Our mode split was inevitably slanted to CW:

QSOs per mode
CW
SSB
RTTY

38.2k
8.8k
1.6k

Our uniques percentage was nearly 32%,
which we regard as a good outcome. One
disappointment was our internet capability.
There was nothing at the operating
location, and at our house, it was very slow.
It was based on the island public wi-fi which
shares a single 8 Mb/s satellite link amongst
all the islanders. There is another link to the
island, with a fibre-optic DSL, but we could
not access it from our village. To upload the
logs, we took a twelve mile drive to the
capital, Alofi, where an internet café
seemed to have a somewhat faster service.
We had also planned to update the
E6GG.com website during the expedition,
but only managed it a couple of times.
Comments on our website blog are very
positive and we hope that our efforts were
appreciated by the “deserving”.
Reflections
Our daily operating routine was established
with a five hour sleep slot each day, and six
to nine hour operating periods. We had
three stations active at all times, and the
fourth (taken as a spare) in use when there
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was someone to use it. Breakfast was
around 6.30, lunch at 12.30 and dinner at
18.30. We all managed short island tours,
but the pressure on the QSO numbers
limited our tourism. We did, however, all
get the opportunity to visit sea caves and to
see humpback whales as they come close in
to the island and to the delight of those
watching, perform their breaches out of the
water. We also had a visit from the New
Zealand High Commissioner on the island,
who seemed genuinely interested in our
expedition.
Niue will never be a mass-tourism island.
Not only is it remote, but the islanders are
determined not to destroy the island
culture or upset the ecological balance.
There are few tourist “beds” on the island
and those that are available are fully
booked well in advance in the main
vacation seasons. Niue is far from the
typical “South Seas” island, and it attracts a
particular sort of tourist, looking for
unspoilt savage beauty and an island
culture.
Farewell
The time passed in a flash. It seemed that
no sooner had we started operations it was
time to close down. A cool dry day, with a
light breeze allowed us to complete the
breakdown and packing in six hours, ready
for a final farewell dinner with our island
hosts. This proved to be a very light hearted
and touching evening, with a large amount
of good food and New Zealand beer being
consumed. Then to the airport the
following day for the flight to Auckland, and
onward to London. Our new friends, who
had looked after us so well were there to
say goodbye and present gifts. As ever,
leaving Niue was sad - Hilary and I have a
“soft spot” for Niue – a tiny island with a
huge heart. It is the people that make an
island, and Niue is very special in that
regard.

3G0ZC – Juan Fernandez 2015
Alain Thoisy, F5JTV
It started in March 2014
when we were just
coming back from TO7CC
on Reunion Island. Frank,
F4AJQ, our team leader
asked me to organize our
next DXpedition in 2015
as he knew he would go to Tromelin
(FT4TA) in November and would not be
able to join us in February 2015. The F6KOP
Team, which was celebrating 15 years of
DXpeditions across the world, had been
many times to Africa, so we wanted to
explore another continent. We narrowed
the choice down to South America and
when we began to search through the most
wanted list, we agreed early that this mystic
island of Robinson Crusoe would be our
next destination. Despite several
DXpeditions in the past, Juan Fernandez still
ranked around #50 on the most wanted list.
But before our dream became reality we
still had a lot of work to do. We first made
some enquiries about accommodation and
how to get there.
The Juan Fernández Islands are a sparsely
inhabited island group reliant on tourism
and fishing in the South Pacific Ocean.
Situated 670 km off the coast of Chile, they
are composed of three main volcanic
islands - Robinson Crusoe, Alejandro Selkirk
and Santa Clara. Most of the archipelago's
present-day inhabitants reside on Robinson
Crusoe Island, mainly in the only village,
San Juan Bautista, at Cumberland Bay on
the island's north coast. The islands were
designated a Chilean National Park in 1935
and a UNESCO International Biosphere
Reserve in 1977. They were nominated for
World Heritage Site status in 1995.
Robinson Crusoe Island has a mountainous
and undulating terrain, formed by ancient
lava flows which have built up from
numerous volcanic episodes. The highest
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point on the island is 916 meters above sea
level at El Yunque. Intense erosion has
resulted in the formation of steep valleys
and ridges. A narrow peninsula is formed in
the southwestern part of the island called
Cordon Escarpado. The island of Santa Clara
is 1.5 km from the coast off the southern
part of the island. The western end of the
island is the lowest and driest area on the
island. This is where the airfield is located.
The islands have a subtropical climate,
influenced by the cold Humboldt Current
which flows northward along the South
American coast east of the islands, and the
southeast trade winds. The temperature
ranges from 3-34 °C, with an annual mean
of 15 °C.
But let’s go back in December 2014 …
By that time, we had assembled a team of
operators from France, Belgium, Germany,
Denmark, England, Ireland and Austria F1ULQ Jean Luc, DJ7JC Norbert, DJ9RR
Heye, EI6JK Mark, EI9FBB Dave, EI9KC Ark,
F2DX Patrick, F4DLM Jimi, F5EOT Michel,
F5MFV Raymond, F5NTZ Xavier, F5RAB
Antoine, F5UOW Stephane, F5VHQ John,
F6IRA Gilles, M0PLX Jack, OE3GCU
Guenther, OE3JAG Karl, ON4LO Francois,
ON7RN Eric, OZ1IKY Kenneth and myself.
Our support team in Chile would be CE3CT
Roberto and CE3FZ Pedro. We divided the
tasks. F1ULQ Jean Luc would be the QSL
and sponsor manager and he would help
F2DX Patrick and I to setup and maintain
the website, the twitter and Facebook
accounts. F5RAB Antoine would be in
charge of the antenna setup and inventory.
Many members of F6KOP came during
December and early January to help us to
get everything ready in time. We had to
prepare nearly one ton of equipment that
would go on four pallets and then inside a
cargo container. The pallets left our

premises at F6KOP which are located in
Provins, in the first week of January 2015.
(Provins is 60 km south east of Paris). Then
it took an extra week for customs clearance
and a special treatment for the wooden
pallets. To avoid import duties and taxes we
had to get an ATA Carnet which is actually a
merchandise passport. It required a
complete inventory and valuation of the
equipment. It took a couple of days to raise
the documentation and deal with the
Chamber of Commerce that is responsible
for issuing the carnet.
Time to go
On February 15th, a team of nine operators
left Paris early in the morning and flew to
Santiago with a stopover in Madrid. At
20:00 local time, we landed at Santiago
International Airport, where our friends
Roberto CE3CT and Pedro CE3FZ were
waiting for us. On the next day, things got
serious. We knew we had a lot work to do
and many things to sort out. The BODO
SCHULTE arrived on Saturday, just a day
before us, but we were informed the
unloading of the container would not start
before Monday and would take up to
Wednesday. So, John F5VHQ and I went to
Valparaiso to organize the transfer of the
pallets from the logistics platform to
Robinson Crusoe. The storage area is
located in Placilla, which is actually about
24km from the Port of Valparaiso. I was
impressed to see so many containers for
miles around. This place really looks like
"container valley"! Transmarko is a local
family-run company specializing in cargo
between Valparaiso and Juan Fernandez
islands. They are approved by the Chilean
government and provide transport services
to the community at regulated rates. Then,
the last duty of the day was to the customs
clearance. We had to get all the items
checked and the ATA Carnet signed and
stamped by the Customs Officer.
Now the pallets where on the way to
Robinson Crusoe, we had to get all the
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operators on the island as well!
Unfortunately, all regular flights were
cancelled because of poor weather
conditions on the island - the airfield is
closed when the wind is higher than
30km/h. We also had to face flight
restrictions imposed by the DGAC (Civil
Aviation Authority). We couldn’t land on
the island with more than eight passengers
even though the plane could transport up
to twelve. And the week we arrived in
Santiago, we were informed by the Air
Company that this restriction was now
down to six passengers! The main problem
was to find a pilot who had the
accreditation to fly to Juan Fernandez.
When we had the pilot, we did not have the
plane … and when we had the plane, we did
have any pilot available! After several days
of negotiation, we managed to find a pilot
and a plane. So nearly six days after our
arrival in Santiago we received a phone call
from Aerocardal saying a plane and a pilot
were available and we had to be at the
Airport within the next hour. That gave us
just 15 minutes to get ready and jump into
a taxi. The bad news was that only six
operators could go. It would require three
additional flights and one more week to get
all the operators on the island. Despite the
heavy wind and the bad weather, we had a
soft landing thanks to the well experienced
pilot and co-pilot. Now we were on the
mystic Robinson Crusoe Island but that was
not the end of our journey. There is no road
from the airfield to the village located on
the north east coast, so we had to take a
speedboat for an extra 45 minutes to reach
San Juan Bautista.
On the next morning, we managed to get
one of the four pallets unloaded from the
boat
Again, we had to make phone calls and
negotiate to get the extra three pallets as
the unloading usually takes four or five
days. But we could not wait any longer to
get all the equipment as the next flight with

six more operators would arrive the next
afternoon. It finally took two days to get all
the boxes. Then we started to setup the
antennas and the station. We used an
Inverted L for 160 and verticals or phased
verticals for 80, 40 and 30m. Our friend and
antenna guru Patrick F2DX had designed a
special 6m DXBeam which had been
optimized for KOP Dxpeditions. We had two
sites, one for SSB/CW and a second one for
RTTY which was located at a place called El
Mirador de Selkirk. It was a bit tricky to get
there, and every time we got there for
lunch, believe me we did appreciate it!
Finding some space for the antennas was a
real issue on this rugged terrain. We
managed to setup one beverage for low
bands but unfortunately the level of QRN
was so high (it was S7 to S9 most of the
time) traffic was really difficult on these
bands. We had some 5kV power lines just in
front of us!
Due to the problems in getting the planes
and the delays in getting all the operators
on the island we were only active for nine
days. Obviously, it was far under our target,
but we managed to make a bit more than
51,000 QSOs with nearly 18,000 uniques.
The breakdown of QSOs per band in the
different operating modes shows the most
active bands were 10 and 20m. We made
most of our contacts with North America
and Europe. Obviously because of our

location in the village, getting Japan and
Australia in the log was not an easy job!
Thanks to the DR2W team, we managed to
have a propagation tool embedded on our
web site.
When we arrived on Robinson Crusoe, we
met the President of the Fish Men
Association. He told us about their problem
of getting their HF radio to work properly.
During the fishing season, they use the
radio to communicate with the Fish Men
based on Selkirk for nearly six months. So
we sent them our best technicians to sort
this out.
Now the activation was over and it was
time to pack everything. Thanks to our
cooperation with the Fish Men Association,
we managed to get a storage area for our
boxes as the cargo would not come back for
a couple of weeks. On March 4th, the speed
boat took us back to the airfield. Weather
conditions were perfect that day, with a
blue sky and nearly 25° C. We had the
opportunity to see the most beautiful
coastal scenery of the archipelago with
seals that came to say good bye to us. At
5pm, the two Dornier 228 from Aerocardal
took off and we arrived safely in Santiago
after a very pleasant two hour flight. The
Juan Fernandez DXpedition was now over.
Where do we go next? See you in 2016 for
a new adventure with F6KOP! .

alain@f5jtv.com

In the DX Window
OQRS QSLing at E6GG - Planning your DX diary - Band-Slots Wanted table
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF

E6GG pushes the boundary
on OQRS QSLing
This article for the Digest
was submitted to the
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Editor a bit late because something more
important got in the way! Just as I was
getting ready (metaphorically) to put pen to
paper, the brand new E6GG QSLs arrived

from the printer (Gennady UX5UO). The
arrival of a recent DX-pedition’s QSLs from
the printer is always an exciting (and busy)
time. For E6GG it was no exception. There
were a large number of OQRS Direct QSL
requests which needed attending to.
Nowadays many DX-peditions announce
that they ‘prefer’ to receive QSL requests
through an online service (OQRS) rather
than through the mail (for Direct cards) or
through the Bureau (requesting a return
Bureau card).
The recent E6GG DX-pedition went further
than this. We stated clearly (on QRZ.com
and on our web-site) that requests for
Direct cards should not be sent through the
mail and, equally importantly, that requests
for Bureau cards should not be sent
through the Bureau. Applicants for both
Direct and Bureau cards for E6GG were
specifically asked only to use Club Log’s
excellent OQRS.
Believe it or not, this worked. Compared
with many earlier DX-peditions for which I
have done the QSLing, there was a huge
fall-off proportionally in the number of
Direct QSL requests received through the
mail. The vast majority of requests for
E6GG cards have come through OQRS. This
is excellent. OQRS is faster, cheaper and
simpler for both the DXer and for the QSL
Manager.
The first shipment of E6GG QSLs was made
a couple of days after the newly printed
cards had arrived from the Ukraine. This
first mailing (based only on the OQRS Direct
requests) was to 1,200 different stations
around the world. Up to the time these
1,200 separate letters were mailed, less
than 100 of the traditional ($/IRC type)
Direct QSL request letters had been
received through the mail. Real progress
indeed!
It will be impossible to eliminate
completely incoming mail requesting Direct
QSLs. There are a few DXers who, for
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whatever reason, refuse to have anything
to do with PayPal, and who are thus unable
to use OQRS. Also currently SWLs are
unable to use OQRS, so they too will have
to continue to use direct mail. But by using
OQRS the bulk of incoming Direct QSL
related mail can be eliminated.
Gone for ever (hopefully) are the days
spent opening many hundreds, or even
thousands, of incoming letters after a DXpedition. In years gone by, Roger G3SXW
would often join me for a day or two’s
“letter opening” session after a major DXpedition. Thanks to OQRS and to the huge
reduction in the amount of QSL mail
received through the post these letteropening sessions are no longer necessary.
OQRS provides great advantages for Bureau
QSLing too. The whole idea of “sending a
card through the Bureau simply to request
a return Bureau card by the same route”
for a DX-pedition is highly inefficient both
in terms of the time taken (two to three
years at least for a Bureau round-trip) and
in terms of the unnecessary cost to national
societies in running the QSL Bureaux.
During the four weeks following the end of
the E6GG DX-pedition, Bureau card
requests for over 6,000 QSOs were received
via OQRS. This already represents a huge
saving in terms of printing and postage
costs. Reply Bureau QSLs for E6GG will be
air-mailed directly to the world’s QSL
Bureaux. Some DXers might even be
receiving their Bureau cards for E6GG
(depending on the handling speed and
complexity of their national QSL Bureau)
within a few months of the end of the DXpedition.
For E6GG’s QSLing the key was stating
unambiguously that Direct QSLs should not
be sent through the mail and that requests
for Bureau cards should not be sent
through the Bureau. Only use OQRS. If
other DX-peditions did the same, they
would then also benefit from having much

less incoming QSL mail to deal with and
they would also help reduce the cost to the
QSL Bureaux of handling the incoming (and
usually unwanted) cards for the DXpedition.
Planning your DX diary
As you climb up the ARRL’s DXCC Challenge
ladder, sooner or later you find that it’s DXpeditions which provide the main
opportunity to work All-Time new BandSlots. DX chasing then becomes mainly DXpedition focused. You simply cannot afford
to miss chasing a major DX-pedition for
those elusive Band-Slots. With several
major DX-peditions coming up over the
next three months, there needs to be a
careful look at the diary to avoid being
away during DX-peditions which could
provide some precious new Band-Slots, or
even a new DXCC.
The five week period from 11 January 2016
(when the Palmyra K5P operation is
expected to start) through to 10 February
2016 (when the VP8SGI South Georgia
VP8SGI operation is expected to finish) is
definitely a period not to be too far away
from the shack. This five week period also
includes the VP8STI South Sandwich
operation.
With Palmyra, South Sandwich and South
Georgia being Nr 2, Nr 5 and Nr 11
respectively “Most Wanted” in Europe
there can be no CDXC Member who cannot
benefit from something ‘new’ from these
three major DX-peditions, be it an ATNO, a
new mode or even just a few Band-Slots.
Similarly from 16 to 23 November the IOTA
DX-pedition to Coëtivy Island (new AF-119)
will keep IOTA chasers close to their shacks.
Drawing up a DXCC “Needed Band-Slots”
table
Some weeks ago I draw up a list of BandSlots still needed, including for the DX-
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peditions which were soon to be coming
along. The recent relative collapse in HF
conditions meant that anything that was
still needed on 12m or 10m was unlikely to
be achieved from the recent crop of DXpeditions.
For example a 10m CW QSO with TX3X
would have been nice as it would have
been the last band needed for Chesterfield
on CW. But given the atrocious conditions
during the TX3X DX-pedition any idea of
working them on 10m was just wishful
thinking.
The spreadsheet used for my “Needed
Band-Slots” table is split into two parts. The
first part covers countries where there are
resident operators who are active on the
needed Band-Slots. This mainly relates to
160m. For example I still have a long list of
not yet worked countries on 160m, but
which in theory are workable because there
is at least one resident 160m DXer active.
The second section of this “Needed BandSlots” table relates only to DX-peditions: i.e
which new Band-Slots could be possibly
worked from the up-coming DX-peditions?
Here there can be both disappointments
and surprises.
My failure, because of the poor conditions,
to work TX3X on 10m was a
disappointment. However I had not even
entered on the spreadsheet as a possibility
working E51MQT in North Cook on 80m,
but to my surprise E51MQT was (just)
workable ten minutes after sunrise one
morning.
My new “Needed Band-Slots” table already
has plenty of needed ones marked on it
ready for the up-coming K5P Palmyra and
the two VP8 DX-peditions. I wonder how
many, if any, I’ll get?

The 25 Rarest, late 2015 edition
Laurie Margolis, G3UML

In the March 2013 Digest, I took a look at
the 25 rarest countries as they stood then -what they were, why they were rare, the
chances of activation. I used the DX
Magazine’s Most Wanted list for 2012, so
that survey is now the thick end of four
years out of date. Our new editor Dennis,
F5VHY, asked me review my 2013 article in
the light of what’s happened since, and
what’s coming up.

a year ago. So this time I’ll use the Clublog
survey, that uses different methodology
but usually comes to pretty similar
conclusions. The Clublog list is very up to
date, October 2015, which is when this is
being written.
Here’s what DX Magazine came up with in
2012, alongside Clublog’s October 2015
results. I’ll do the top 26 for reasons I’ll get
into later.

The latest DX Magazine survey is from late
2014, and so reflects the position well over
DX Magazine 2012
1

P5

North Korea

2

KP1

Navassa

3

3Y/B

4

FT-Z

5

Clublog 2015
P5

DX Magazine 2012

Clublog 2015

North Korea

14

KH5

Palmyra

KH3

Johnston Is

3Y/B

Bouvet

15

SV/A

Mount Athos

KH7K

Kure Is

Bouvet

VP8SS

South Sandwich

16

E3

Eritrea

VK0M

Macquarie

Amsterdam Is

FT-W

Crozet

17

BV9

Pratas

FT-X

Kerguelen

VK0H

Heard Is

VK0H

Heard Is

18

FT-E/J

Juan de Nova

SV/A

Mount Athos

6

FT-W

Crozet

FT-E/J

Juan de Nova

19

VP8SG

South Georgia

3Y/P

Peter Island

7

BS7H

Scarborough

KH5K

Kingman Reef

20

KH3

Johnston Is

FT-G

Glorioso

8

VP8SS

Sth Sandwich

VP8SG

South Georgia

21

KH9

Wake Is

FK/C

Chesterfield

9

ZS8

Marion Is

KH5

Palmyra

22

CE0X

San Felix Is

KP1

Navassa

10

FT-T

Tromelin

KH1

Baker Howland

23

KH7K

Kure

YV0

Aves Is

11

PY0S

St Peter Paul

BV9

Pratas

24

KH1

Baker Howland

T31

Central Kiribati

12

KH5K

Kingman Reef

BS7H

Scarborough

25

FT-X

Kerguelen

ZS8

Marion Is

13

ZL9

Campbell Is

CE0X

San Felix

26

FK/C

Chesterfield

EZ

Turkmenistan

So the changes over four years have been
significant, and the next year will bring
further movement. The one thing that
really strikes me is how all the “hard” KH
entities – KH1, KH3, KH4, KH5, KH5K and
KH7 – have moved up the wanted list. (KH4
Midway is at 30 on Clublog, and was 36 on
DX Magazine 2012). KH1 has not been done
since 2002. KH3 is now a dumping place for
chemical weapons. KH4 and KH7 are under
heavy environmental protection. KH5K is
now one of those places where -- when you
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get THERE, there’s hardly any THERE still
there. KH5 Palmyra is due a major
activation soon, and we will have to hope
it’s North-Europe-aware and benefits from
some decent conditions.
As I mentioned in 2013, the KH islands were
much easier 40 or 50 years ago! Canton
Island on KH1, then KB6, was a busy US
base with frequent activity. Johnston Island
always had activity with calls like KJ6BZ and
KJ6CF. Ditto Midway with KM6BI, KM6DX

and frequent /KM6’s and /KH4’s. KH7 Kure
was often around. And all these islands had
big antennas and quality Collins stations.
The two that have been consistently
difficult throughout my 50 year time as a
licensed amateur have been Palmyra,
KP6/KH5, and the more recent addition
Kingman Reef, KH5K. There is a huge
runway on Palmyra, but the island has
often been enmeshed in ownership and
legal issues, not helped when the plane
carrying one amateur expedition crashed
on the island. The last operation was by my
old friend Mike, KH6ND, as KH6ND/KH5, in
2006. He was servicing some electronic
gear.
And again, as I mentioned in 2013, the
former British and French Pacific is now
very much easier. E51/N, ZK3, FW, E6, 5W,
T2, T30, used to be super-rare but are now
often active.
So let’s look in more detail at the 2012 and
2015 lists. What’s disappeared or moved
well up or down? Navassa KP1 has seen a
big operation this year, though I’m still
intrigued to see it at 22 on the 2015 list. I
remain surprised at how difficult that one
was, and was pleased to fill my wanted 10
metre slot, though only when Nigel, G3TXF,
lent me his Elecraft amplifier after mine
chose a great week to go wrong!
Bouvet 3Y has moved from 3 in 2012 to 2 in
2015, and despite various claims from UN7
and ON, there doesn’t seem to be anything
meaningful in the works. FT-Z Amsterdam
has plunged out of the top 50, thanks to the
fine FT5ZA expedition. VK0H Heard is at
number 5 on both lists, but a major
operation is approaching soon. FT-W Crozet
has moved up from 6 to 4, with no
operation since a very minor one in 2009.
BS7H Scarborough is now in one of the
most dangerous and politically contentious
parts of the world, with conflicting control
and China claiming most of the South China
Sea. It pops up every few years, and has
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drifted down from 7 in 2012 to 12 in 2015.
VP8 South Sandwich and VP8 South Georgia
are both set for serious operations very
soon. They stand at 3 and 8 on the 2015
list. ZS8 is a strange one. It’s moved down
from 9 in 2012 but is still number 25 in
2015. There’s a modern well-staffed South
African installation on Marion Island, and
I’m surprised the ZS’s have never managed
to do it properly.
FT-T Tromelin, number 10 in 2012, was well
activated by FT4TA and has dropped to
number 33. PY0S is always difficult, but the
PY’s get there every now and then, and so
it’s dropped from 11 to 35.
I wonder if we’ll ever see KH5K Kingman
Reef, 11 in 2012 and 7 in 2015, activated
again. Recent pictures show it barely above
water, and any attempt to land, let alone
operate safely for any period, must be
fraught with difficulty.
ZL9 Campbell Island, 13 in 2012 was well if
contentiously done by ZL9HI and has
dropped to 39 in 2015. It’s inhabited and
has a scientific base, but highly controlled
access. KH5 Palmyra is upcoming soon.
What can we say about Mount Athos, SV/A,
probably the most argued over wanted
entity? You can jump on a flight to
Thessaloniki and go there tomorrow. But
potential activity is zealously and jealously
guarded by the religious authorities and the
wider Greek amateur community, and the
only recent and likely activity is from the
immensely nice Monk Apollo, SV2ASP/A. It
was number 15 in 2012 and is still very rare
at number 18. Many feel it shouldn’t be a
country at all.
Number 16 in 2012, E3 Eritrea has been
done by the Japanese recently and is due
for a further activation. This is a dangerous
Al-Qaeda penetrated place, with a
fearsome regime. Eritreans are the third
biggest group, after Syrians and Afghans,
trying to get into Europe by any means, and
that’s from a tiny country.

BV9 Pratas, up to 11 in 2015 from 17 in
2012, is a modern Taiwanese base you can
fly into. No reason at all why it should be so
rare. FT-E/J is the target of a big French
effort in March 2016 and should drop from
its high number 6 slot in 2015. KH3
Johnston remains high, and not in prospect,
moving up from 20 in 2012 to 14 in 2015.
I’m surprised that KH9 Wake Island has
dropped as low as 45 on the 2015 list. It
was done recently with K9W but was tough
from Europe. San Felix CE0X pops up every
now and then and is still at number 13, up
from 22 in 2012. This area has been
declared a major ocean park by the
Chileans and may become harder. And, at
number 25 in 2012, Kerguelen has moved
up to 17 now, another of those really tough
French Indian Ocean islands that used to be
on regularly with resident operators and
were fairly straightforward, especially if you
spoke French. All of them still have active
and staffed bases but with very sporadic
amateur activity, and remain very hard. FTZ and FT-T have both been done recently (I
was amazed to see how civilised
Amsterdam Island was at the recent HFCC
presentation – they have a pastry chef!);
FR-J is soon to come, and FR-G was done
further back. But FT-W and FT-X are crying
out for some decent activity.
So to move rapidly down the latest 2015 list
– Bouvet remains a mirage; South Sandwich
is being done; Crozet nothing planned;
Heard Island coming up, as is Juan de Nova;
Kingman Reef, dream on; South Georgia
and Palmyra are approaching; but then as
you drop into the teens, a whole bunch of
places that are getting rarer and rarer –
Baker-Howland, Pratas, Scarborough, San
Felix, Johnston, Kure, Macquarie, another
one with strict government controls.
It’s been a long time since some of these
places have been active. Heard Island 1997;
Kingman 2000; Baker Howland 2002; South
Sandwich 2002; Pratas 2003; Johnston
2003; Kure 2005; Juan de Nova 2006;
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Palmyra 2006. Bouvet 2007; Scarborough
2007; Crozet; Kerguelen and South Georgia
nothing meaningful since 2009; Macquarie
2011.
Interestingly Chesterfield Reef was at 21
before the just-completed TX3X operation. I
wonder how far that will drop. I see they
had just 46,000 contacts, a day before
ending. Their planned target was 80100,000. Conditions were awful for them,
and we have to wonder when they will pick
up.
Keen readers will have noticed the gorilla in
the room I have yet to mention. Yes, of
course, P5, North Korea. Way out in front at
Number One in both 2012 and 2015. For
how much longer? 3Z9DX claims to be on
the brink. K6VVA has been working away.
EA’s have been in there. There are
doubtless others working away.
Rather weirdly, in the couple of days before
writing this, I was in regular contact with
Pyongyang by e-mail and phone. The North
Koreans let journalists in briefly to cover
their 70th anniversary celebrations. From
the pictures we saw, things are moving on
there. There are cars in the streets, limited
commercial activity, and some people, in
the capital at least, looked well-dressed and
healthy. Sometime, someone will find the
right buttons to press at the right time, as
did Edi, P5/4L4FN, until he was closed down
in November 2002 after 17000 QSO’s,
several I’m delighted to say with me on 10
and 15 SSB. I think it will happen fairly
soon, and it may be quite unpredictable,
and not by people who’ve been shouting
about it.
And finally, why are some of these places
so rare, other than the blinding blooming
obvious reason that they’re a long way
away and hard to get to. Well, there are the
really remote uninhabited places – KH5K,
VK0H, 3Y0E (and P), VP8SS., There are the
ones where the authorities are positively
hostile – P5, E3, BS7. There are the ones

which are accessible and may be quite
civilised when you get there, but where
amateur radio is difficult – most of the
FT/FR’s, most of the KH’s, ZS8.
And then there are the nutty places, which
is why I surveyed down to number 26. At 26
is EZ, Turkmenistan, the old UH8 which

could be worked almost daily a couple of
decades ago. You can fly there, you can stay
there, you can admire the monuments to
the slightly potty leadership. And no one
has operated from there, at least not in a
DXCC acceptable fashion, for a rather long
time.

LAURIEMAR@aol.com

RSGB HF Convention 2015
From Bob Whelan – G3PJT
The quality of the venue,
the meeting rooms and the
visual aid equipment are
quite outstanding and this
reflected on the quality of
the presentations.
Navassa K1N Glenn W0GJ gave an amusing
and interesting description of the complete
history of the Navassa project. The team
certainly had great persistence and
patience in dealing with the US
bureaucracy. The complex logistics
involving helicopter transfers, a stand by
boat which came all the way from Florida,
and even an armed guard from the US Fish
and Wildlife were impressive. All this comes
with a very hefty price tag and in any case
don't expect another operation on Nevassa
for 10 years! Interesting to learn that the
ownership of the island is disputed too
which bought some interventions from the
audience. And after 140k QSOs there were
members of the audience who still need it might have a bit of a wait.
Remote station operation. There were
three parts to this talk. Chris G4HYG gave a
presentation and demonstration of the
WebSDR listening system which offers one
way to get round the man made noise
problems many of us suffer with.
Interesting because it will work in a
standard browser, no special software is
25

needed. In fact it looked pretty simple to
set such a system, especially if you have an
SDR to hand.
John G4IRN described his remote operation
system based on the K3 and the Remote Rig
units. John who travels a lot has been able
to operate from hotel rooms using K3Span
software on his laptop and Remote Rig
connected to his home K3. Justin G4TSH
described the engineering required in
setting up a remote station in Cornwall
some 300 miles from his home. John and
Justin concluded with a demo by working
themselves on 40 from their remote
stations, pity propagation was so poor.
Expect to hear much more about remote
operation as it does offer new
opportunities to those in restricted QTHs.
Commonwealth Contest. Nigel G3TXF gave
a presentation on the various places he has
operated from for this contest. Impressive
antennas are available around the
Commonwealth if you know who to ask.
This provoked a discussion about the sort
of sites available for rent, or ham friendly
hotels and apartments etc and the
equipment you need to take. In every case
there is some local who is willing to help
you. You just need to find him. All of the
QTHs discussed are covered on the BERU
website at
www.berucontest.wordpress.com.
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care had gone into this trip. Great job boys,
E6GG. David G3WGN gave a very
but even then there were still folks in the
interesting talk based on the philosophy of
audience who had not been able to work
the 6Gs group. The idea is to mount
them.
DXpeditions that are more than just radio,
to experience in addition the place, to
PJ7PK IOTA NA-247. David EI9FBB. If K1N
interact with the locals and at the same
and E6GG show how a DXpedition should
time make a lot of Qs. No sponsorship, self
be done then this IOTA DXpedition shows
funded, so no interference with choice of
what can go wrong if you just try and 'wing
equipment. A very refeshing approach. The
it' and hope for the best, pretty well
careful planning including the identification
everything! There didn't seem to be any
and building of a relationship with the key
plan, the boat broke down or wasn't
locals helped to ensure a good result. Mind
available. The island was tricky to get
you it’s a good job they flew business class
ashore. To get ashore one of the team just
with all that baggage, you would have
dived in! Still in the end they did manage
never got that through in economy. A deal
2000 Qs and thus gave a new one to IOTA
of antenna modelling including possible
chasers
feeder losses as the site was a fair way
from the cliff edge showed just how much
.---oOo--From Nigel Cawthorne – G3TXF
The Sunday afternoon
Contest Forum at the RSGB
Convention is always well
attended. This year was no
exception. The highlight
was the contribution made
by Nick G4FAL the recently
appointed ‘tsar’ for HF Contesting (Andy
G4PIQ is the equivalent ‘tsar’ for VHF
Contesting). In what was otherwise a rather
dull and drifting forum Nick G4FAL made
several positive and worthwhile
suggestions on practical improvements that
could easily be made to some of the RSGB
HF contests. These included dropping SSB
from the RSGB’s First 1.8MHz Contest in
February, using 3.650-3.700 for SSB in short
80m contests as well as stopping adding
more and more new sections to failing
RSGB HF Contests. There is also a need to
review the RSGB’s current HF contest
calendar.
Some VHF Contesters attending the forum
were not unreasonably upset that there
was not an equivalent amount of time
devoted to VHF Contesting as there had
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been to HF Contesting. However this
simply reflects the fundamental problem of
managing contests by a national society, i.e
that the two separate communities. HF
Contests and VHF Contests are different. By
and large they are followed by different
groups. Most HF Contesters have no
interest in the intricacies of Locator scoring
systems on VHF - and vice versa. During the
past year there has been an extraordinary
amount of additional bureaucracy (and
plenty of controversy too) surrounding
contesting and the RSGB, including the socalled Presidential Review. Hopefully this
Review will lead to some longer-term
improvements in both the promotion and
administration of contests by the RSGB.
Perhaps Contest Forum attendees saw the
first glimpse of this with the appointment
of Nick G4FAL as the voice for HF Contests
and HF Contesters to the RSGB’s (currently
arguably too inward looking) Contest
Committee. A further welcome bit of news
at the Contest Forum was the addition of a
Multi-Two section for island stations in the
RSGB’s flagship contest - the IOTA Contest.

From Jamie Williams – 2E0CDV
(One of our newest and youngest members
introduces himself and reports on his first
visit to the Convention.)
My name is Jamie Williams. I live in a small
village called Hammerwich near Lichfield
City in the Midlands. I am a member of the
RSGB Youth committee and I am the coordinator for region 5. I am currently still in
full time education at Erasmus Darwin
Academy in Chasetown not far away from
my home. My future prospects are to go on
to be an apprentice carpenter - it’s far from
amateur radio but I wouldn’t love it as
much if I did it for a living.
I have been licensed almost two years now.
I was first licensed in March 2014 as
M6GDI. I was very active in the first year of
the hobby and I am happy to say I still am. I
was first invited into the hobby by my
father, Jon, 2E0CAP. Although I was
extremely reluctant to do the course
because I thought the hobby was boring.
But once I sat my first course at Wythall
Radio club in south Birmingham, I soon
realised that the hobby was more fun than I
originally thought. I went on and sat my
foundation exam passing with a 23/26
mark. I went on to make my first contact on
the 2m band with M1CNL in Atherstone not bad for a slim Jim in the loft. I went on
for three months on 2m before turning to
my Dad and saying “I’ve explored all
avenues on VHF - it’s time to get a HF rig”.
He took action on my comments and
bought us a small mobile rig at a bargain
price.
I continued on as M6GDI until September
when I started an intermediate course at
Sutton Coldfield Amateur Radio Society.
The course finished in March 2015 which I
passed first time with good results. This is
when my DXing career started. To date I
have 89 DXCC worked and 63 DXCC
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confirmed. My biggest interests within the
hobby are DX chasing and HF contesting.
I have had help from everyone within the
amateur radio community who have
welcomed me with open arms into the
hobby. I am extremely grateful to Wythall
radio club and Sutton Coldfield ARS who
have all helped me immensely. Although I
have had support from these clubs, I also
give special thanks to these individuals who
have helped me in both areas of the hobby
I am interested in - Tim M0URX, Martin
G6VMR, and Bob G3PLP - all members of
CDXC who have helped my throughout DX
chasing. They have given lots of hints and
tips and even taught me how to build
antennas and send QSL cards. Callum
M0MCX, not a CDXC member but a fellow
Wythall radio club member, has helped me
out in HF contesting and even invited me to
operate at a few contests alongside him
and other experienced contesters.
A few months before the RSGB convention I
received an email from Tim, M0URX saying
that he and Wythall radio club thought I
had made a lot of progress in HF DXing and
they wanted to nominate me for the G5RP
award. I sent them all of the information
they wanted and I carried on with my day.
A few weeks later I attended Project DX15,
a youth DXpedition in the Brecon beacons,
where I made 1000 out of 5000 QSOs in a
week. This seemed to impress Dominic
Smith M0BLF and Robert Chipperfield
M0VFC from the Camb hams. A few weeks
later I had an email from Dominic saying
from what they had seen in Wales they
would like to nominate me for the G5RP
award. I thought WOW! Two people think I
am worthy of such a prestigious award. So,
I sent them the information they wanted
and waited patiently for the results.
The RSGB convention 2015 was the first
convention I had ever been to. After about

3-4 hours in a youth committee meeting,
Graham Murchie walked in with a large
box. At first I didn’t know who he was and
what he was carrying. Then he introduced
himself. He said that I had been chosen to
receive the G5RP award. He read out to the
Committee what I had done to get the
award, and it seemed to be a long list. I was
amazed that I was chosen to receive the
award. Nothing like this had ever happened
to me before. Although I had a smile on my
face bigger than the dipole in my garden it
wasn’t until the Gala Dinner that I really felt
like I had achieved something big. The
celebration was huge - not to mention
loud! The applause started fairly quiet but
when people started to realise who I was
the applause got progressively louder. It
felt amazing. I had received one of the most
prestigious awards in HF DX. I really
appreciate everyone’s support, and I am
especially grateful to those who nominated
me and those who though I was worthy of
such an award.

and I like to think I have made some new
friends in that time too. I then went to see
the youth committee about working with
young people. I mostly went to support my
fellow committee members however I
managed to listen to some very interesting
suggestions about how we can encourage
young people into this hobby.
I then didn’t go to any more talks but I met
up with some people in the lounge area.
We discussed things like different avenues
in the hobby and we had a laugh and a joke.
About £20 lighter I finally went into the
room where the raffle was drawn, but I
didn’t win. It didn’t matter to me though. I
had had an amazing weekend full of
celebration and cheers.
I found my first convention brilliant. Not
only did I win the G5RP Trophy but I met
some amazing people from around the
world who gave me tips and information
about how I can progress further. I was reunited with people who I haven’t seen for a
short amount of time and most of all I had
fun! I would encourage anyone to go to the
RSGB convention Whether you like lectures
or not, there is a lot more that you can do
and an endless number of people who
share the same interests as you to talk to.
You may even learn a thing or two. I thank
the RSGB for putting on a good convention
and I can only hope for it to get bigger and
better next year, so I’ll see you then and
until then I hope to catch you on the air.

The next day was Sunday 11th October. I got
to go to a few more lectures that day
although I still didn’t go to too many. I went
to celebrate the success of others, just like
they had done for me the day before at the
HF awards presentation. That was another
hour worth of happy cheer and
achievement. I wish to say congratulations
to all of those who won an award in that
presentation. I then went to have some
coffee so I didn’t see another lecture until
after lunch. However I did speak to some
interesting people from all over the world
---oOo--From Roger Western – G3SXW
Is this assessment of the Convention
representative of the views
of the other 23,000
delegates? No, undoubtedly
it is not. It’s my own
commentary, having
attended such Conventions
for the past four centuries.
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So if you, dear reader, feel unrepresented
by these views please write to the Editor.
He will be very glad to hear your opinions.
What, I ask myself, is the main attraction,
the thing which persuades me to spend the
equivalent of a two-week holiday on the
Cote d’Azur? Simple - the socialising, the

getting to chat with friends who I have not
seen for a year or two. That’s really what
it’s all about. For me, the lectures are
secondary. Sure, there are always a couple
which interest me but most of them are of
zero appeal to my narrow, I admit, areas of
interest. And most of them I’ve kind-of
‘been there, done that’
Social Event
So, here’s my first suggestion: make it more
of a social event and less of an academic
institution. Cut the lectures back from five
to three or even two streams, reduce from
900 lectures to a manageable twenty.
That’s not hard to do. in fact it would
substantially reduce the burden on the
organisers. Provide more time for chatting
in relaxed surroundings, lots of areas with
chairs and coffee tables, coffee, beer, tea,
biscuits and more beer. At very least cut
the lecture times and expand the inbetween social times. Also provide more
time for Discussion Forums for the various
sub-issues.
As for the ‘Dinners’ maybe it’s time to
rethink and update what has been cast in
stone for several decades. Let’s face it, the
ambiance is not at all conducive: several
thousand people all crammed into one
space to eat, with a cacophony of sound
sufficient to burst many ear-drums.
Small is Good
It’s difficult to comprehend why Big is
considered to be good. Why aim for the
maximum, in this case many hundreds of
delegates, when in fact ‘Small’ would be so
much more enjoyable? The issue here is
tipping-points. At some stage there are so
many folks that you miss out on seeing your
old pal because you were zigging and
zagging with him.
Just for the sake of argument I’d like the
Convention to have 100-200 delegates.
How to move in that direction? Easy. Break
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it down into separate areas of interest DXing v Contesting, HF v VHF, CW/SSB v
Digital . . . then we could all enjoy brushing
shoulders with others of like mind rather
than fighting through a sea of ‘strangers’.
At present we touch base with many
friends for a few sentences instead of
having a good, wholesome, rich discussion
about the issues of the day.
The IOTA Convention (July 2014) was a case
in point - a coming-together of like-minded
enthusiasts. A big success. The RSGB
Convention is going in the opposite
direction, trying to be all things to all
people, encompassing all aspects of
amateur radio sub-interests. I’d prefer to
attend a CDXC-organised ‘HF DX
Convention’ which might attract those 100+
delegates and provide a truly enjoyable
weekend.
The Boring Logistics
Of course, venue, scheduling, costs,
geographic location . . . are all important.
The facility at Milton Keynes is fine. But
rather than considering whether the table
service or the pillows were satisfactory let’s
go back to basics and work out what we
really want from the weekend.
Maybe I’m the only one marching in step it wouldn’t be the first time! But a onceper-decade review of what we are doing
might be of value. Voting with feet can
usually provide a fair barometer How is
attendance compared to recent years?
Batting on a winning wicket, to employ yet
another cliché, is also valid but
complacency is dangerous. I could see
attendance dropping off over the coming
years because the event no longer meets
our requirements.

Food for thought? Ideas please.

Club Log Corner
Callsigns of the Allied Central Mediterranean Forces 1946-47
Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ
This article goes right
back to the immediate
post-WWII period, the
time when the modern
DXCC programme began,
and therefore the start of
the period of interest to
Club Log.
This article is based upon my own research,
together with material from DokuFunk,
G2MI’s “The Month on the Air” column in
the RSGB Bulletin, Wikipedia and input
from F2VX, G4UZN, OK2WED & SM6JSM.
Setting the scene
British and American forces invaded North
Africa (Operation Torch [2]), in November
1942. This operation posed particular
difficulties to the invading forces as they
had no established permanent bases in the
invaded territories, and consequently had
to establish a reliable communications
network back to their HQs in London and
Washington, as well as to some military
bases in Europe, Egypt and West Africa. The
British had great experience in this field as,
at the time, they administered a global
empire.
The above requirement meant that many
highly-trained communications personnel
from the British Royal Signals and US Signal
Corps were deployed as part of the
invading forces. Many of these operators
were recruited from the amateur radio
community. The signals personnel were
part of Allied Forces Headquarters (AFHQ),
which, in turn, was part of the Central
Mediterranean Forces.
Much more background on the
establishment of the communications
infrastructure, based upon the recollections
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of G2HKM, may be found at Dokufunk [1]. It
is interesting to note that the RX used by
the British signallers was the ubiquitous CR100.
As the war progressed, and Italy fell to the
Allies in early 1944, AFHQ moved to the
Royal Palace at Caserta, just north of
Naples, Italy.
XA Callsigns
By September 1945, after the cessation of
hostilities, ex-amateur radio operators
were keen to get back on the air, and began
pushing for permission to hit the airwaves.
Amateurs were eventually given permission
to go on the air, using 5m, 10m, 20m and
40m, and a callsign commencing XA.
A January 1946 letter from AFHQ, outlining
the procedure to be used to obtain an XA
licence, is displayed on the Club Log
Helpdesk [4] [5]. This letter says: “Callsigns: A
series made up of “XA” followed by two
further letters will be allotted by this
headquarters to approved applicants”.
These additional two letters were often the
suffix of the operator’s home callsign. For
example, G3CK became licensed as XACK.
An image of the XAFD licence is displayed
on the Club Log Helpdesk [6][5]. Although
many of the signals personnel were radio
amateurs before the war, the XA callsign
was the first callsign held by others. XAFD
was one of these. Whether their
applications were the result of a genuine
interest in amateur radio, perhaps
stimulated by their war-time radio
operation experience, or a means to an end
in order to get messages back to friends
and family in Britain and the US, we will
probably never know. However, in the case
of XAFD he did eventually become G3CCH.

As far as I have been able to ascertain,
these XA callsigns were first used in 1946,
although it could have been late 1945.
Although first (and predominantly) used in
Italy, XA calls were also used from the
following DXCC entities: Austria, Corsica,
Dodecanese, Egypt, Greece, Libya, Sardinia
& Trieste.
The Club Log Helpdesk has a list of XA calls
by entity[3] (all the ones that I have come
across), compiled from old callbooks,
documents provided by Tony, G4UZN and
QSLs from various sources. This is thought
to be the most complete list that exists, and
has now been incorporated into the
DokuFunk site[1]. If anyone is aware of XA
calls not listed, please get in touch.
After XA, then what?
As order slowly returned to Europe, the XA
callsigns were gradually phased out, and
were replaced by “real” callsigns. As far as I
have been able to ascertain, no XA callsigns
were in use after 1947.
Here are a few example XA calls with their
subsequent “real” calls:
XAFD at RAF Klagenfurt, Austria became
MB9AM. There is an image of the MB9AM
licence on the Club Log Helpdesk[7][5].
XAGA in Athens, Greece became SV0AC and
later G3BRQ.
XABU in the Suez Canal Zone, Egypt (who
had earlier used XABU from Rhodes)
became MD5BU.
XA calls in Club Log
XA calls are mapped by prefix to Italy for
QSOs before 1948-01-01. XA calls in other
entities are mapped by callsign exception. I
have been unable to determine the QTH of
XAFJ and XAFN so these may not be
correctly mapped – information on these
QTHs is required please!

There are many images of QSLs for XA
callsigns that can be viewed directly in Call
Tester, or by clicking on the links in [3].
---oOo--The on-going mapping review
Work on reviewing all the many Russian
prefixes has been temporarily suspended. A
review of KA callsigns from 1946-1990 is
almost complete. If any one notices
incorrect mappings of KA#xx calls, please
let me know. Problems, if there are any, are
most likely to be found in the period 197890.
---oOo--References
[1] DokuFunk: XA - Allied Forces Amateur
Radio in Europe, 1944-1948
[2] Wikipedia: Operation Torch
[3] Club Log Helpdesk: Allied Central
Mediterranean Forces 1946-47 (filed under
Solutions/Europe)
[4] Club Log Helpdesk: Authorisation of
amateur operation by military personnel of
British and United States Armed Forces
January 1946 (filed under
Solutions/Historical documents).
[5] These documents are from the estate of
Sergeant John H. Stace (SK), who was based
at RAF Klagenfurt, Austria and who later
became G3CCH. The documents were
retrieved from the home of G3CCH by
G4NEG, and the images were provided by
G3RAU. These images are also displayed on
the DokuFunk site[1] . The originals of these
documents are currently in my possession,
and will be given to Wolf OE1WHC, of
DokuFunk in Vienna, when the opportunity
arises.
[6] Club Log Helpdesk: XAFD licence 1946
(filed under Solutions/Historical documents)
[7] Club Log Helpdesk: MB9AM licence 1947
(filed under Solutions/Historical documents)
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The Contest World
Dennis Andrews, F5VHY
RSGB Contest White
Paper
Following concerns
over the conduct and
management of RSGB
Contests, a White
Paper was issued in May 2015 containing
41 proposals for changes to the rules for
2016 contests. The October 2015 RSGB
Contest Newsletter contains a tabulation of
these proposals with an indication of the 13
that will be further considered for
incorporation into future rules. Apart from
minor changes to IOTA sections and a
decision to replace any references to
“BERU” with the term “Commonwealth
Contest”, there appears to be few proposed
actions that will affect the UK HF contesting
scene.
RSGB 21/28MHz Contest
With solar conditions at an extreme low –
SF=88 and A=20 – this year’s RSGB
21/28MHz Contest turned out to be
something of a non-event. Only 53 logs
were received by the closing date,
compared with over 200 in 2014 and the
top claimed score from G4FAL counted only
90 QSOs compared with the 226 QSOs of
last year’s winner.
However, it’s an ill-wind that blows nobody
good! From here, in south-west France, I
would not normally be in a position to
contribute many points to UK competitors.
But on this occasion, I found some backscatter paths – beaming east in the
morning and west in the afternoon – that
gave me a total of 47 QSOs and, currently,
top position in claimed scores for the
overseas section!
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CQWW Contests
A small boost in conditions supported the
RTTY section of CQ’s 2015 Contests during
the final weekend of September. The
claimed scores show a few UK in the “toptens” for the various categories, including
the Wisbech Club Group, G2F who hold 5th
spot in M/S HP and MJ5Z(JK3GAD) who
heads SOAB LP.
After the gloom of the 21/28MHz weekend,
it was rewarding to find the good spell of
band conditions returning for the SSB leg of
CQWW. The solar flux figure of around 120
was somewhat lower than the 2014 figure
of up to 175. However, claimed totals
appear to be around the same as last year
with unexpected good openings on 15 and
10m.
Outstanding amongst the early claims on
3830 is the 74.5m of CN2AA from no less
than 23,800 QSOs in M/M HP section. They
came very close to topping CN8WW’s 2000
All-time record in this section.
Fingers are now crossed that the same
band conditions return for the CW contest
at the end of November.
CERTIFICATE: NO
This is a new Cabrillo header tag introduced
by CQ. In recent years, the number of
contest sections has expanded considerably
and with it, the number of potential
certificates to be printed and mailed. The
cost of this activity is around $5,000 a year.
Although CQ Magazine continues to
support the contests, it is no secret that the
organisation is facing considerable financial
challenge.
The contest organisers are looking at a
number of options for containing the
situation. For the immediate future, CQ will
continue to mail certificates. But,
certificates can be downloaded and printed

locally. If you are happy to do that, include
the above tag in your Cabrillo header.

particular, short-term forecasts often being
contradicted.

In the longer term, the organisers are
considering a number of options to address
the problem. Details can be found on the
CQ Contest blog, http://cqww.com/blog/ ,
where you can add your own views.

However, if you think there might be some
substance in the new predictions, it could
be the time to make a special effort to get
your callsign into one of the record tables –
it might be there for a half a millennium!

Maunder minimum approaching?
A recent press release from the UK’s Royal
Astronomical Society reports that a new
model of the sun’s solar cycle suggests that
solar activity will fall by up to 60% during
the 2030s to “to conditions last seen during
the ‘mini ice age’ that began in 1645.”

Super Check Partial
Most of us probably have SCP linked into
our contest logging programs and find it a
very useful reference aid – even though its
use sometimes provokes a bit of
controversy.

Most of us have, over the years, learnt to
be very sceptical about forecasts
concerning sunspot cycles with, in

The facility is managed by Stu Phillips, K6TU
and depends on input of contest logs to
remain up-to-date. Details on how to
submit your Cabrillo files can be found at
http://www.supercheckpartial.com/

.

IOTA NEWS
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager

Statement by the RSGB General Manager, published on the RSGB website on 10 Oct 2015:
The RSGB Islands on the Air (IOTA)
programme celebrated its 50th anniversary
as a premier DX programme in July 2014.
The last fifty years have seen the
programme grow to 2,500 active island
chasers and approximately 15,000 more
casual participants. It is perhaps second in
scale and scope to the DXCC award; indeed,
many would argue it is even more
challenging than that programme.
Last year the Board identified a number of
challenges that the programme faced, not
least of which was the need to provide an
IT system that would allow online island
credit submission akin to Logbook of the
World (LoTW). Since that time, a small
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group of IOTA enthusiasts has been
working with the Society to ensure that the
IOTA programme continues to grow and
play the prominent role that it has done in
Amateur Radio DXing and contest activity
for the last fifty years.
That work has now come to fruition and we
are pleased to announce that a new
organisation will be formed, to be called
the IOTA Foundation. It will be run by IOTA
enthusiasts and will manage the IOTA
programme in partnership with the Society.
One major task for the new organisation
will be to develop a new online credit
system that is due to be completed in 2017.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, Bob Barden,

MD0CCE, Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC and Johan
Willemsen, PA3EXX, are the team who will
implement the IT changes and some of
these will form the IOTA Foundation, with

representation from radio amateurs at
home and abroad.
Graham Coomber, G0NBI

Statement by the RSGB IOTA Manager, published on the RSGB IOTA website on 12 Oct 2015:

I am delighted with the news announced by
the RSGB about the future of IOTA – that,
following the initial statement of intent last
year, terms of agreement have been
fleshed out for the programme to be run by
a new body in partnership with the RSGB.
This new body will take the form, we hope,
of a Foundation Charitable Incorporated
Organisation, with the name Islands on the
Air Foundation (IOTAF). It will be a separate
legal body. I have to thank the RSGB Board
for acknowledging that the future
sustainability of IOTA is of paramount
importance to thousands of amateurs
worldwide and that this must be the
overriding consideration.
Why the change? IOTA has risen from a
niche programme to one that is
mainstream and second only to DXCC as
the international driver of activity on our
bands. Increasingly, serious IOTA-watchers
saw that the programme needed to be
allowed to spread its wings, particularly to
have control of its finances and to draw on
the pool of overseas helpers in its
management. The decision now to embark
on the paperless QSLing project, a
significant project with many challenges,
provided the necessary stimulus for
bringing in the change and for making it in a
timely way.
On Sunday morning at the RSGB
Convention, Johan, PA3EXX, our IOTA IT
Project Leader, gave a progress report on
the project. He explained that the initial
technical design papers have been written
and that implementation work will start
.
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shortly. We envisage a launch in Spring
2017 after the annual update exercise
although we will try to make it sooner.
Looking back I should like to thank all who
through many years helped IOTA to grow,
and the RSGB Board for trusting us with this
significant change. From the Foundation’s
side, we look forward to a harmonious and
successful partnership with the Society in
taking the programme forward.
Roger Balister, G3KMA
COMMENT
Following the RSGB Board decision at the
RSGB Convention we can now move to
formally setting up the new organisation.
This may take a few months. The exact
format may undergo some changes but we
can say that, once launched, it will have full
control of IOTA management, finances,
budgeting, IT, strategy, promotion and
marketing. The programme remains owned
by the RSGB. I cannot go into further detail
at this stage but I am sure that you will
agree that the immediate future presents a
number of challenges. Over the years I have
received a number of offers of help with
management most of which I was not able
to call in because strategic decisions were
awaited. If any of you feel that you can help
in a particular area (maybe an additional
area to what you are already doing!) or
know someone in IOTA who is keen to help
and would be an asset, please let me know.
As the situation develops, we will keep you
informed

UPDATE OF DATA IN IOTA DIRECTORY (MAY 2014 EDITION)
IOTA reference number issued since publication of IOTA Directory

AS-203 R0X Shelikhova Bay group (Asiatic
Russia)
NA-248 VE8,VY0 NWT (Melville Island)
group (Canada)
Operations which have provided
acceptable validation material

EU-191 YP0H Fericirii Island (July 2015)
NA-009 VY0/VE3LYC Cornwallis Island
(August 2015)
NA-248 VY0M Melville Island (August 2015)
OC-106 YB8RW/5 Natuna Besar Islands
(September 2015)

AS-082 R3RRC/0 Brusneva Island (July 2015)
AS-082 RF3A/0 Brusneva Island (July 2015)
AS-172 R7AL/0 Malminskiye Islands (August
2015)
AS-203 RT9K/0 Dobrzhanskogo Island
(September 2015)

OC-147 YB4IR/9 Biak Island (June 2015)
OC-186 YB4IR/2 Menjangan Kecil Island,
Karimunjawa Islands (July 2015)
OC-239 YB4IR/9 Ram Island (June 2015)
OC-262 YB4IR/P Tikus Island (August 2015)

AS-203 UA0ZC/P Dobrzhanskogo Island
(September 2015)
EU-080 ED1EHW Arosa Island (August 2015)
EU-086 RA1ALA/1 Vaygach Island (August
2015)
EU-102 RA1QQ/1 Kashin Island (June 2015)

This list can include operations where
validation material was volunteered,
i.e. not specifically required for credit to be
given. In all cases, cards
now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards.
This means that the island name should be
printed on the card.

EU-102 UA1QV/1 Kashin Island (June 2015)
EU-188 RI1PT Otdel'ny Kamen' Island (July
2015)

The CDXC Digital Diary
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
Last column of the year
Time flies when you are
having fun – so they say!
With the autumnal equinox
just past now, it is pretty
obvious that we are on the
slippery slope of a few years consisting of
mediocre propagation. So, fun is getting

35

scarce and it’s probably time to think about
revamping antennas and concentrating on
the LF end of our spectrum. Unfortunately
LF band antennas require large gardens and
the trend these days is to provide a 12ft
square patch outside the back door and
that’s it! Modern housing is not amateur

radio friendly at all. Some of us are lucky
enough (or old enough!) to own a large
garden and I do feel very lucky in that
respect.
Poor propagation is reflected in all the
contest results too as you can see from the
comments below. Harking back to the late
1950s it was difficult to find a clear spot on
10m or 15m with S-9 plus stateside signals
from one end to the other. I remember
those days with affection, with my R1155B
and RF27 crystal controlled converter! I
just hope I have enough wire to stretch the
turns necessary to see the next sunspot
cycle peak, although I doubt it will live up to
those in the past! Ah well, as the saying
goes: “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile
because you were there!”
BARTG 75 Baud Sprint
This contest suffered from those poor
conditions. I didn’t make a single QSO on
10m or 15m this year, both bands were as
flat as a pancake. If a contest cannot stir
activity, it must be bad! Most of my 72
QSOs were on 20m and I only worked 20
countries and four continents. I did manage
a QSO with Hawaii however and also the
West Coast of the USA. 40m was not too
good either, producing only 11 QSOs and
80m was even worse with only 5. It is
about time I updated my ancient shack
computer and also changed to using David
G3YYD’s 2-tone decoder. It is taking a huge
effort for me to desert FSK in favour of
AFSK though. Others suffered as well
however. Chris Plummer G8APB had a
rough time. Chris says:
“Oh Boy, that was hard work. Started at
the run 20Q's in the first 10 minutes, then it
got worse and worse. Band conditions
rotten, nothing on 10 or 15m, not even any
spots. 20m faired better, and 40m actually
scored more Q's. Stuck it to the end, but
only 159 Q's and only 4 continents.... only
YV in SA and TA/ in AS. Although I could
see other spots in AF and OC, I couldn't find
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any signals from them. I saw you spotted
Roger, how did you find conditions and how
did you score? No sign of you John, no
other GWs about so missed the multiplier.
I know they are not so rare these days, but I
enjoyed causing a pile-up on RY when I was
sat in front of the computer with the rig
monitoring 20m and heard an EP calling
CQ. Worked him and then realise he was
not on my band plan as a spot, so spotted
him and within seconds it seemed all of
Europe was calling him.”Well, I missed both
Chris and the EP! There were no really big
scores around and everybody had
problems.
CQWW RTTY
Unfortunately I had other plans for that
weekend so I did not even get to listen to
the spread that happens during a contest of
this magnitude. Bandplans normally go out
of the window for the weekend.
John Barber, the BARTG President,
GW4SKA said:“There were some weird
conditions in the contest, especially on
Sunday afternoon. 20 and 15 kept changing
round; in a few minutes one band would
drop by 20-40dB in the States or JA and the
other would come up at the same time. I
switched at roughly 30 minute intervals 7
times! The RBN is great for monitoring
when that happens and saves sitting on a
dead band for 10 minutes each
time. Although I got the same number of Qs
as last year, the score on mults was way
down. The only way to keep up the rate
was by sticking with either JA or NA and
picking a few mults from spots. Only 2
contacts on 10 and they were both Middle
East stations. Every time I saw a spot on 10,
I looked at the band ... and it was always
dead here!
I managed to get PJ6A on 3 bands ... and
missed them on 20 !!! Nothing much on
10m though (2 contacts). Score well down
on last year. 30 hours for 1750 Qs.”
John’s score summary is below:

Band

QSOs

Pts

Zones

CTY

SP

80

172

40

343

372

8

36

17

821

13

52

37

20

665

1661

25

74

48

15

557

1474

27

73

44

10

13

35

9

10

0

Totals

1750

4363

82

245

146

Score: 2,063,699

John is consistently one of the most active
contesters of the BARTG Committee. Here
are a few more of his comments.“I worked
about 30 hours with some good rates at
times and took breaks when it got quieter.
The new computer and 2 new 24" monitors
gave me plenty of space for multiple
displays of receive windows. I used 2
profiles of MMTTY and 1 2tone window.
2tone consistently printed better than
MMTTY.
I also used a second band map window for
the second vfo, generally just to keep an
eye on another band, check activity and
what was spotted. The most useful
information came from the Reverse Beacon
Network which was a huge time saver,
especially on Sunday afternoon, when 15
and 20 were subject to huge changes in
very short times. Looking at the RBN, I
could see my signals changing by up to
24dB in 10 minutes sometimes. Every time
15 went down, 20 came up! Watching this
enabled me to change bands early, without
the usual 10 minutes wasted calling and
getting less replies.
Overall the amount of contacts was the
same as last year. Multipliers were down by
30%, partly due to lack of any decent 10m
runs. I also had to stay working runs of JA
and W stations to keep the rates up, as the
propagation to other more needed areas
was poor. Lots of contacts, very few new
mults.
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Provisional results put me at 21 in the
world, 13 in Europe in single op assisted
high power. That's fine for me. I stand no
chance of getting near the 2 radio stations,
single ops using big club stations etc. and
should be top UK station apart from the JA
op in GJ for the second year who gets big
scores. Not one problem with stray RF in
the shack; the new gear seems much more
immune.
I am making initial enquiries about getting
to the Isle of Man next spring, maybe for
the BARTG test. GD is still much needed on
RTTY and I need another trip somewhere
interesting!”
Although I did not participate in the
CQWW, I did manage to work E6GG on
RTTY and E51WQT. The bands are
recovering slightly now and the K has sunk
back down to 2. It did hit a high of 7 and
lasted several days.
BARTG News
Simone Wilson – M0BOX, our hard-working
BARTG Contest Manager, is catching up
now that all the mess of the previous year’s
results has been cleared. Simone is doing
stirling work in that respect and all credit
and thanks go to her for her patience and
dedication.
Simone says – “As I have taken the role of
Contest Maranger for BARTG, and have
been working on the January and March
Test entries extracting them from e-mails. I
have had a lot of work to rejig a lot of these
entries to get our software to accept and
process them successfully. Now we have
the robor entry system in place, it will
present me, and the adjudication software,
with files that will work. You should pay
particular attention to any warnings the
robot gives you, resolve these issues and
resubmit your log. These warnings are
there for a reason. I won’t give any leeway
to a log that has warnings posted but not
actioned.

BARTG has, for year, accepted logs via
email in different formats and so on, and
this produced a horrific amount of work in
order to bring them to final results. How
Arthur ever managed it at all is amazing to
me. Admittedly, the popularity of RTTY
contests has increased over the years and it
is still by far the most popular data mode.
Just to emphasize the new rules regarding
log submission:
The entry window for all BARTG contests
has been reduced from 30 days to 7 days.
There will be a period of 21 days in which
Simoe will run the logs through adjudication
and email entrants with any queries that
are raised. Final adjudication will then take
place after the expiration of the 21 day
query window. Logs submitted after entries
close may be accepted but the entrant will
need to email Simone to advise her of their
late submission as she will not otherwise
be-download logs from the robot after the 7
day period has elapsed.
The good news is that the BARTG January
Sprint Contest 2015 results have now been
announced. You will find links to the
results, both Transmitting and SWL, on the
Sprint page of the BARTG website.

The link is:
http://www.bartg.org.uk/sprintcontest.asp
Gordon Higgins G3PXT sent me his
September activity report and again it looks
quite reasonable, despite the poor
propagation. He spent most of this month
on RTTY with PSK in second place and not
quite so many on JT65. Gordon says that
JT65 does get very tedious, waiting for a
response! I agree, it will never replace an
immediate response mode! Gordon does
spend a lot of his retirement time in front
of his transceiver, and in September he
managed 10 JA, 45 USA, 15 VE and 15
Asiatic Russia. Gordon runs a wire antenna
at about 7m high.
Just enough space to wish my readers a
happy holiday season coming up and let’s
hope that 2016 provides lots of DX.
OK folks, that’s it, --- play the music – open
the cage ----See you on the Green Keys.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

roger@g3ldi.co.uk

QRP Focus
Dave Sergeant, G3YMC

What does a QRPer do
when the bands are
flat – well not a lot. We
are used to summer
doldrum conditions but
normally by the end of
August things are beginning to look up. Not
this year. Apart from a couple of occasions
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when there has been some propagation,
most of the time HF has been very
mediocre and even at the time of writing, in
early October, a succession of solar storms
has killed the bands dead. A K-index of 6 is
not good news, especially when the sun is
also virtually spotless. Let us hope that
things soon pick up.

Working E6GG
One of the highlights of the past few weeks,
when conditions briefly improved, was my
QSO with the 6 G dxpedition to Niue, E6GG.
Like the FiveStar operations and TX6G last
year the operators are very much tuned to
pulling G stations out of the pileups. But
the pileups are still large and on QRP it is
quite a feat to break them. In addition,
short path is over the pole and I have a very
real black hole in that direction.
For the first few days of the dxpedition,
conditions were, to put it mildly, terrible
and I failed to hear them on any band –
even those of you with beams were
struggling. Things began to look up on the
Wednesday and I managed to copy them
on 30m around 0700z - very weak and not
worth calling. Friday morning was a little
better - fair copy but I did not consider it
worth calling. But on the Saturday things
were much better and I made my first
serious attempt. A quick check on the
cluster showed they were on 10120 and as
usual listening up. From 0600z I made many
calls but failed to make any inroads. I was
just about to go to a rather delayed
breakfast when I decided to have a final
bash before the band closed – although the
operator was saying 'up 1' it was clear that
most of the QSOs were 2 kHz or more up – I
found a couple of Europeans working him
on 10122.4 so left the VFO there. Soon he
was saying G3? and I thought I might be in
with a chance. Persistence, while the
operator (who turned out to be Mike
G3WPH) told the pileup in no uncertain
term that he only wanted the G3, paid off
and at 0702z and with a nice 'fb Dave' I was
in the log.
This QSO showed my typical way of working
– although I used the cluster at first to find
the dx frequency that was just for
convenience – I could easily have found it
myself, and the cluster was ignored after
that. I listened to the pileup to find the
listening frequency and soon realised that
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the '1 up' was just to move the pile away
from where he was really listening and that
he tended to listen around a single
frequency. Some pileups move between
each QSO but not the case this time. And if
you don't immediately succeed, go away
from the shack for a few minutes, come
back, and you will soon have success.
I had another opportunity on the Monday
morning on 20m, the first time I had heard
them on that band. But the pileup down
there was too much of a challenge so no
QSO resulted.
Pileup cracking techniques
QRP operators have to use different
techniques than the bigger station to crack
today's pileups. Whereas better equipped
stations will just sit on a single frequency
right in the middle of the pile and
eventually get picked up, this is unlikely to
be productive when you know your signals
will be weak. You really do need to find the
operator's pattern and follow it all the time.
It is also important to remember that many
of those calling in the pile ARE calling blind.
So finding where the DX is listening and
where he is going to listen next gives you
an advantage. And if you suddenly hear him
work somebody right at the top of the pile
you are in luck – one call on a clear channel
just HF may well nab him. It is certainly
going to take time, but usually pays off.
I have mixed views on the merit of the
cluster. It is occasionally of use but once
something has been spotted it is already
too late. I don't normally monitor the
cluster, preferring to visit now and again
(using http://www.dxcluster.co.uk/ rather
than DX Summit or the CDXC cluster) just to
check what frequencies the current DX is
lurking on. But that is about it. I have not
used waterfall displays, partly because the
K2 does not offer an IF output for feeding
my Fun Cube, but others have and praise
the technique – personally I feel using one’s
own ears are always going to be better -

you just need to get agile with that finger
on the A/B VFO button…
Whatever technique you do use to get
through the pileups, you have to accept
that on QRP it is going to take some time,
but eventually you will make it. Another
trick I have used is just to leave the rig
tuned to a suitable frequency on the bands
while doing other things in the shack. It is
amazing how often some juicy dx just
appears where you are monitoring and you
are able to nab him before the rest of the
world gets there.
QRP News

– 4W from a 2 valve transmitter for 40m
and 20m. Also details of their Winter
Sports, an informal QSO period between
Boxing Day and New Years Day – again just
call around the QRP frequencies. You don't
need to be a member of GQRP or even run
QRP to join in.
Although many QRPers can be found
around the QRP frequencies (3560, 7030
and 14060 are the most popular) QRP QSOs
can take place anywhere on the bands – in
fact I rarely use the specific frequencies and
work the dx wherever it might be. Our
frequencies are of course for all to use. But
bear a thought if you are calling in that
pileup that spreads over these channels
that there may be QRP operators there
who will not take too kindly to such
operating.

From the latest issue of SPRAT, the journal
of GQRP, is news of their Valve Days to be
held on November 14th and 15th (about the
time you should receive this Digest). The
idea here is to use whatever valve rigs you
A shortish article this month – let’s hope
have, run them at QRP power levels, and
conditions do indeed soon improve and
have fun. Activity mainly around the QRP
there will be plenty of juicy DX to talk about
frequencies on 80m and 40m (3560, 7030)
next time.
Maybe some will be using the Youkits TT1A
which is pictured on the SPRAT front cover
dave@davesergeant.com

Letters to the Editor
From Chris Saunders, G4ZCS
The measure of success.
During and after the K1N DXpedition there
were a number of ill thought out comments
made in public, by some, regarding the
relative success of those that participated
in the event. I for one found some
comments unnecessary and bordering on
the offensive. We all, luckily, have different
hardware, locations, and abilities when it
comes to operating amateur radio. Some
differences are as a result of choice, while
others a result of circumstances.
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There are a number of factors that result in
success in making a contact:
1. Turning on the radio and making an
attempt.
2. The skill in setting up the station to take
account of the DX’s operating method (split
etc), and an understanding of propagation.
3. The skill in making the call; timing,
clarity, tone of voice.
4. The ability to listen to the DX’s
instructions and follow them.

All these above are in the hands of the
operator and could be criticized if thought
to be lacking.
5. The type of antenna system, whether
large and high or small and low. This might
be a choice that could be made, or more
likely dictated by finance, the local
management’s rules, (and planning
departments), or physical constraints of the
available site. I expect not everyone is in a
position to buy that extra acre or two for a
dream antenna farm. The tuning and
setting up of the available antenna is, of
course, in the hands of the operator.
6. Siting of the station; mountain top,
beach side, or in a city centre, the type of
radio in use; older radios have poor filtering
and bad close- in performance, limited or
no split facility (requiring a separate
receiver).
7. Finally the power allowed by the licence
authority and the operator’s ability to
afford large amplifiers and the
consequences of close neighbours dictating
EMC mitigation methods of reduced power.
Other than adjusting and tuning the system
for optimum performance, items 5 to 7 are
not usually in the hands of the operator.
In practical terms the bottom line of getting
a contact in a pileup is to generate the
loudest, and clearest, signal. This would be
a function of EIRP from the antenna and a
clear take off in the right direction (and
hopefully some propagation as well).

up knitting (as was suggested in one email!) and leave the hobby to the rich
people who live in countries that allow 10
kW, oh! And the cheats!
In my opinion some form of handicap on
league table scoring would bring a much
leveller playing field for us all. Perhaps
another column in the tables indicating the
scale or power of the station should be
added? This possibly would give
encouragement to the little pistols to at
least keep on trying.
Regrettably this would do nothing to help
the real world situation of the little pistol
attempting to make an ATNO contact,
being wiped out by the guy who must have
that 29th band / mode slot contact for this
activation, regardless of anyone else!
I managed to work a rare IOTA island some
time back where the resident operator had
made the conscious decision to stay with
one band and mode till the callers dropped
away to just the QRP and foundation
restricted power level stations. Having
exhausted that, he then went on many
other bands as propagation allowed,
catering for the slot chasers! Not only
popular with me, lots of M3s and M6s were
encouraged by a rare DX contact.
I expect this text will trigger some criticism;
however I hope that it will stop some of the
comments heard and read recently.
An idea for some form of handicap table;
Level 1, 5 W, single vertical (QRP)

So, the Little Pistol with a fixed wire
antenna, 100 W and an urban environment
should have little chance compared with
the 10 kW amp’, steerable multi element
beam and a rural site of the Big Gun.
However, the league tables tell a slightly
different tale.

Level 2, 10 W, G5RV at 30ft (UK foundation)

There are little pistol stations mixed in with
the big guns who have quite reasonable
levels of success. If this was not the case
they would all give up in disgust and take

Level 6, 400 W, steerable dipole
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Level 3, 50 W, 2 element beam (150W eirp)
Level 4, 100 W, fixed wire antenna (200W
eirp)
Level 5, 100 W, 2 element quad at 60ft

Level 7, 400 W, 3 element beam
Level 8, 1 kW

second issue being a new member of CDXC
and I am impressed by the quality of the
articles.

Level 9, 1.5 kW
Level 10, 10 kW +
The “experts” can feel free to sort this one
out!
From Deepak, VU2CDP
Dear Chris,
I found my copy of the Digest in the PO Box
this morning. I have already finished
reading it cover to cover. It's only my

I would like to say thank you to all the
volunteers who work together to put out
an edition; it was very nice to read about it
in your editorial piece. I am enjoying
reading previous editions which are
available for download and also looking
forward to future issues.
73 and keep up the good work!

CDXC: The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and
contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of
DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is
deemed to be appropriate.

Membership:

Full details are available from the Secretary.

Subscription:

£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or
40 Euros).
New members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50%
of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent
to the Treasurer.

42

Digest:

Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be
sent to the Editor by the published deadline. Please note that
views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily those of the
Editor or of the Committee.

Website:

http://www.cdxc.org.uk/

CMIS: Did you know that you can …..
The (CMIS) Management
…… view the CDXC photo gallery?
Within our CMIS system we have links to a
photo archive that is generously hosted by
CDXC member Michael, G7VJR. Do take a
look at his company’s site
www.thirdlight.com if you have a
professional need for a digital asset
management system.

But back to CDXC and our photo gallery. It
is accessed from the public index of our
website as shown in the two screenshots
below. It really is straight forward so do
take a look at what is there. If you have
some interesting photos you would like to
upload, please contact our pictures editor
via pics@cdxc.org.uk. We would especially
like to have some photos of old CDXC
meetings and members.

1) click here

2) then click here

Select from
any one of
these
categories.
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NB: You do
NOT need to
log in to
view.

New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instructions
To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1 st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address:

……………………….…………………………………………………….

Postcode:

……………………….…………………………………………………….
……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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K3S Transceiver

The Elecraft K3S is the major upgrade from
he K3, but preserves the design concept that
made the ‘K’ line so desirable today.
K3S/100K - £2,599.95
K3S/10K - £2,049.95

The K3S is an upgrade that provides you with great features and excellent
erformance. One of many features included with the K3S is the new KSYN3A
oard that provides an amazing receiver performance upgrade.
Buy a build voucher for £150 for a K3S/10-K & K3S/100-K!

AOR AR-DV1
NEW Here is the next generation multi

digital mode demodulation receiver,
the AOR AR-DV1!

£1199.95

his incredible digital voice reciever features wide-band reception
100kHz - 1300MHz), multi-mode digital demodulation, memory scan,
ll mode analog reception and much more!

ot only does the AR-DV1 provide you with all these incredible
eatures, but it is also compact and light in weight.
Waters & Stanton
Web: www.wsplc.com
Telephone: 01702 204965
Email: sales@wsplc.com

W&S @ Jaycee
Web: www.jayceecoms.com
Telephone: 0845 5050128
Email: Jayceecoms@aol.com

Waters & Stanton Ltd, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS

%HZLWQHVVWRWKHHYROXWLRQRI.(1:22' VSULGH
DQGMR\WKH766+)WUDQVFHLYHUSXVKLQJSHUIRUPDQFH
DQGWHFKQRORJ\WRLWVXWPRVWOLPLW
ZLWKWKHUHFHLYHUFRQILJXUHGWRFDSLWDOL]HRQURRILQJILOWHUSHUIRUPDQFH
DQG,)$*&FRQWUROOHGWKURXJKDGYDQFHG'63WHFKQRORJ\
(QWHUWKH766*$QHZJHQHUDWLRQRIKLJKSHUIRUPDQFHWUDQVFHLYHU
ZLWKWKHW\SHRIKLJKOHYHOUHVSRQVHWRPHHW'; HUVQHHGV

$3URYHQ3HGLJUHHLQ3HUIRUPDQFH
7KH76 6*

 0DLQIXQFWLRQVRIWKH766*!
$QHYHQKLJKHUSHUIRUPDQFHUHFHLYHUZLWK
 VXSHULRUDGMDFHQWG\QDPLFUDQJH
$GYDQFHG$*&FRQWUROWKURXJKGLJLWDOVLJQDO
SURFHVVLQJIURPWKH,)VWDJH
+LJKO\UHOLDEOH7;RXWSXWVKLJKTXDOLW\7;VLJQDO
1HZPRUVHFRGHGHFRGHU6FUROOGLVSOD\RQVHJPHQWGLVSOD\XQLW&KDUDFWHUV
VKRZQLQGHGLFDWHGZLQGRZRQ$5&3*

08/7,&+NQRE ZLWKSXVKVZLWFK DQG5,7 ;,7&/NH\DOVRFRQILJXUDEOH
 LQDGGLWLRQWRH[LVWLQJ3)$DQG3)%SURJUDPPDEOHIXQFWLRQV
1HZ6SOLWIXQFWLRQ 766VW\OH HQDEOLQJTXLFNFRQILJXUDWLRQDGGHG
 LQDGGLWLRQWRH[LVWLQJ6SOLWVHWWLQJ
7UDQVFHLYHUHTXDOL]HUFRQILJXUDEOHE\PRGH
),/$ %FRQILJXUDEOHLQGHSHQGHQWO\ZLWK9)2$ % FRQYHQLHQWGXULQJ
 6SOLWRSHUDWLRQ 

$OWHUDWLRQVPD\EHPDGHZLWKRXWQRWLFHWRLPSURYHWKHUDWLQJVRUWKHGHVLJQRIWKHWUDQVFHLYHU
7KHSKRWRJUDSKLFDQGSULQWLQJSURFHVVHVPD\FDXVHWKHFRORUDWLRQRIWKHWUDQVFHLYHUWRDSSHDUGLIIHUHQWIURPWKDWRIWKHDFWXDOWUDQVFHLYHU

www.kenwoodcommunications.co.uk

FT DX 3000D
HF/50MHz Base Transceiver

The impressive full-colour TFT display in the FTDX3000D not only looks
superb but enables both new and experienced operators to easily access
all the transceivers outstanding features and functions, therefore ensuring
they achieve the superior level of perfomance the FTDX3000D offers.
Our current range of HF transceivers are the result of over 50 years of
research, development and dedication to the amateur radio hobby, which
we continue to support and invest in.
All our new transceivers have a 2 year warranty* and are fully supported
by our authorised dealers and our Yaesu UK Service Centre.
*Terms and conditions apply.

See website for details.

Passionate about our hobby since 1956
www.yaesu.co.uk

Call in to our new SUPERSTORE any Saturday for that EXTRA SPECIAL deal!

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Web: HamRadio.UK

SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING
Shopping online with ML&S is safe
and secure. E&OE

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AND
FACEBOOK

HamRadioUK

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd. Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP. E-mail: sales@hamradio.uk
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 9.00am to 5.30pm. Sat: 9.30am to 4.30pm. International Tel: +44 345 2300 599

Don't miss our

BIG HOG ROAST
Saturday 5th December, 8.00am - 4.00pm
You are cordially invited to attend the famous ML&S Hog Roast & Open
Day on Saturday 5th December 2015.
Doors will open at 8.00am and there will be the usual free bacon butties
and hot drinks for the early birds, followed by a tasty hog roast later on in
the day.
Come and take advantage of our open day offers and also speak to the
ML&S team and also representatives from Yaesu, Icom and Kenwood!
ML&S Ofﬁcial Hog Roast is kindly sponsored by Yaesu, Icom & Kenwood and takes place on
December the 5th at Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines-upon-Thames, Middx., TW18 2AP.
A very short walk from Staines mainline railway and 3 miles from Heathrow Airport for those
travelling just a little bit further.

Celebrating
Twenty Five Years!
For further information see www.HamRadio.UK/hogroast

E&OE

ML&S Mobile site! Just click HamRadio.UK/mobile from any mobile phone/tablet.

