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Editorial
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
Welcome to the last Digest of 2014 – you
might not be surprised to see some of our
contributors signing off with Merry
Christmas – which seems so inappropriate
in late October unless, like the ‘SVL QTH,
you have been receiving unsolicited
Christmas catalogues since mid August!

Indeed we have so many articles for this
edition that I have had to hold off a
technical article from Peter, G3RZP and
another from Guy, G3RVU. These will
appear in the next Digest. A big ‘thank you’
to all of the authors.
Then there are the results for the 2014 HF
Challenge and regular columns from the
President, Chairman (who me?), IOTA,
which includes a statement from the RSGB
on a way forward for the programme, the
Data column which shares some initial
experiences with N1MM+ and letters to the
editor.

So to this bumper edition. We have no less
than five DXpedition write ups: Nigel,
G3TXF replaces his regular ‘In the DX
Window’ with a report on his 40 day endto-end trip to Tristan da Cunha with the
usual high quality pictures to accompany it.
Derek, G3KHZ describes his (final?) trip to
Papua New Guinea and Jim, VK3CE, a
welcome new contributor, regales us with
his trip to Bathurst Island. Creeping in just
before the copy deadline are the YJ0X,
Vanuatu report and an action-packed and
somewhat scary report on the NA-247 first
activation.

You may recall that last Digest I changed
the justification and the font and asked for
comment. An e-mail flooded in (actually
two did) both in favour of the new font.
One liked the non-justified text, the other
was still considering it. So on the basis of a
100% neutral or positive feedback from a
sample of 0.2% of the members, I have
continued with the new font and nonjustified text.

We have two new items which I am hoping
will become regular features. The first is by
Alan, 5B4AHJ and explores some of the
history of callsigns. This is all part of the
excellent work Alan does for Club Log. The
second is from a mysterious contributor
who goes by the name of ‘Doctor Dit’. He
appears to have a way into new products,
technologies and operating that will no
doubt have bypassed many of our
members; read and enjoy.

You may also note that I have reinstated
the editorial policy statement which seems
to have gone AWOL for a few editions, and
added a copyright statement at the request
of some authors (although this has always
been our policy).

Editorial Policy:
The views expressed in the Digest are those of the respective authors and may not represent CDXC policy.
Copyright:
Unless explicitly stated, all material in the Digest is the copyright of the respective author or
photographer. They shall not be reproduced in part or in whole without the author’s or photographer’s
prior written permission.
The Editor is happy to assist in seeking permission to reproduce articles for bona fide reasons.
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Chairman's Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
The DX season has certainly got underway
since the last Digest. T30D was a good
signal into UK and Bob, 5B4AGN operating
as 4W/G3ZEM was a cracking signal despite
losing his HF6V to the airlines and using
temporary antennas for a while. C21GC and
YJ0X turned up on cue, the latter despite
one of their team members being ill for the
start of the DXpedition – which must have
been a strain as it was only a team of four
to start with. And who can forget the
outstanding ZD9XF operation and the short
but very sweet NA-247 DXpedition. TX7G
was on the air but the auroral path made
working them difficult (for me anyway). As
I write, ZK3E and VK9DLX have just finished
and FT4TA has opened up. CDXC has
provided sponsorship to many of these
DXpeditions, so your subscriptions are
being put to good use.

of September due to a family wedding in
California and subsequent holiday to Lake
Tahoe. Then some business trips and the
Convention filled up the diary in early
October. Bad planning on my behalf, but
many of us have ‘other lives’ outside of the
hobby.
I had the opportunity to operate the Mill
Hill School station 2SZ during the week of
celebration of Cecil Goyder’s historic first G
– ZL QSO in 1924. This was a big credit to
three CDXC members, G3BJ, G3SJJ and
G4BUO who made it happen and navigated
the way through all of the red tape
necessary these days when coming into
contact with school children. The event was
a huge success and Dave, G4BUO made the
Today programme on Radio 4 as well as
additional press coverage. I should also give
credit to ‘the other end’ and the ZL’s who
put on ZL4AA.

Having so many DXpeditions crammed into
about a six week timeframe allows direct
comparisons for styles of operating. This is
quite an eye-opener and many of the
comments made at the DX Forum we held
at the RSGB Convention echo the
continuing problems of consistent callers.

I’ve mentioned the Convention already and,
as I have reported previously, I organised
the HF Stream of talks. Many CDXC
members gave talks and I am pleased to say
that there were often in excess of 100
people in the audience. The new venue
ensured there was always a seat to be had
for the talks (remember the Raspberry Pi
talk a year or two ago?). Many of us look
back through rose-tinted glasses at the days
of the HF Convention in Beaumont,
Windsor. But think hard and you will recall
that the beds in the rooms were extremely
uncomfortable (especially if, like me, you
are over 6ft tall) and it was often standing
room only in hot lecture rooms. I think the
organising Committee of the RSGB did an
excellent job in listening to the feedback we
gave them after last year’s event and with a
few minor tweaks it will be near-perfect.
Roger, G3SXW, who was highly critical of

And now we have the announcement that
the KP1-5 team has received permission to
activate Navassa in January 2015. Navassa
is of course the number one most wanted
on the DXCC list. This is going to be a big
financial challenge and CDXC will certainly
make a significant donation to help ensure
this DXpedition goes ahead. Navassa has
not been seriously activated for 20 years –
so book the time off work and be prepared
for some almighty pile ups to break.
It goes without saying that to work any of
these DXpeditions you have to be at your
station – or be able to operate it remotely. I
did not comply with either of these for half
4

the 2013 event has kindly given us his
thoughts on this year.

you’ll all join me in wishing them every
happiness for the future.

I think many of you will know that our
Treasurer Gordon, G3USR married Julie in
August. Many members will have met Julie
at Summer Socials. It is credit to Julie that
she allowed their honeymoon to
encompass a trip to Vanuatu just at the
right moment for Gordon to be part of the
YJ0X team – nice one Gordon. I’m sure

That’s it for this edition. Good luck with
Tromelin and Navassa, which may be on the
air by the time of the January Digest.
Seasons Greetings to you and yours.
73 and Good DX
Chris, G3SVL

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
It was great to meet so many members at
the RSGB Convention, I reckon that over
100 were there. I thoroughly enjoyed the
new location, it was so much better than
Horwood House – better accommodation,
better lecture rooms and better food.
Congratulations to the organising
committee.

I particularly enjoyed the FT5ZM
presentation by Bob K4UEE. My goodness
what challenges this team had to
overcome! Lengthy voyages through some
of the roughest seas in the world, huge
logistics issues and an environment that
was quite hostile outside the
accommodation. There were six CDXC
members on the FT5ZM team, well done
Guys.

Some commented that the Convention was
relatively expensive compared with
previous years but I felt that the additional
amount was well worth paying for a much
improved location. My only suggestion to
the organising committee for 2015
concerns the separation of the club and
trade/sponsor displays. The club room
where CDXC was located was relatively
quiet compared with the trade room;
perhaps this was because no coffee was
served in the club room so all the troops
went elsewhere. Serving coffee in the club
room would be a simple solution but it
would be best to merge the two rooms into
one if there is space available.

The other presentation that I particularly
enjoyed was that by Laurie G3UML. This
focussed on getting to the top of the Honor
Roll using wire antennas. It was really
fascinating. Laurie lives in Hendon in northwest London in a relatively built up area. He
has various antennas including Alpha-Delta
multi-band dipoles and a number of
slopers. Clearly these work very well
indeed. I was telling Trish about this. Her
response was “Well, we know you probably
won’t get permission for your masts in the
AONBs in South Devon so you should try
some wire antennas!” I will do this, in fact
they could work very well as we are seeking
a location close to the sea. There are
several houses available with gardens that

We recruited some new joiners, welcome
to CDXC.
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run down to the seashore so some VDAs
may come in handy if we are lucky enough
to buy one of these!

I was very interested to read the press
release from the Society on New IOTA. I am
a very keen IOTA enthusiast and hope that
some real progress will now be made in
developing the IOTA Programme and
simplifying the way it operates.

The DX Forum, well chaired by Chairman
Chris, was well attended. We had expected
some controversy but, whilst there was a
high degree of participation, there was also
agreement on many matters that are
sometimes seen as being controversial. This
was very encouraging, hopefully Chris will
comment in his CC.

Also sincere congratulations to Don G3BJ
on becoming President of IARU Region One.
Don has a real challenge on his hands as
probably 95% of the DQRM (now being
called malicious QRM or MQRM) emanates
from within Region One. The IARU has been
talking about this for many years; in my
view this problem will only be solved by
member societies working closely with their
licencing authorities.

At the Gala Dinner I was delighted to
present two CDXC trophies on behalf of the
CDXC Committee. These trophies, the CDXC
Awards of Merit, are “In recognition of an
outstanding contribution to the field of
Amateur Radio DXing”.

That’s it for now. Trish and I are soon off for
a cruise that circumnavigates both islands
of New Zealand. We will just be back for
Christmas, we wish all our members and
families a Very Happy Christmas and a
Healthy New Year.

One trophy went to the TX6G Austral
Islands team comprising Don G3BJ, Chris
G3SVL, Nigel G3TXF, David G3WGN, Don
G3XTT, Hilary G4JKS and Justin G4TSH, all
are CDXC members.
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The second trophy went to the FT5ZM
Amsterdam Island team and was received
by Bob K4UEE. Congratulations to both
teams on your operations.

We regret to record the passing of the following CDXC member:
Stuart Southern, M0RXX
Our thoughts are with his family and loved ones.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Callsign

Salutation

Family name

Postal Town

Country

PS8ACL

Ademir

Cardoso

Teresina (PI)

Brazil

M0TGV

Giles

Cooke

Dartford

KD1CT

Robert

Emory

Barnstead, New Hampshire

G0JSP

Phil

Fauchon

Staines-Upon-Thames

M5KVK

Gareth

Howell

St Neots

LZ1QN

Boyko

Iliev

Burgas

M0TOG

Peter

Joyce

Rochester

DK7LX

Georg

Knoess

Butzbach

Germany

N0VVV

Jim

Leahy

Vermont

USA

None

Heather

Parsons

Bristol

M0DDT

Colin

Potter

Oxford

G6EZG

Ivan

Prince

HULL

USA

Bulgaria

CDXC: The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest
operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.

Membership:

Full details are available from the Secretary.

Subscription:

£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40
Euros).
New members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the
annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer.

Digest:

Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to
the Editor by the published deadline. Please note that views expressed
in the Digest are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the
Committee.

Website:

http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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CDXC HF Challenge 2014 Results
Bob Barden, MD0CCE – Awards Manager
Congratulations to Martin G3ZAY for having
won the Hinson Trophy and to new
member Tony IK0OZD for having won the
Chairman’s Cup in the 2014 HF Challenge!
At 212 DXCCs, Martin has set a new DXCC
total record for the month-long HF
Challenge.

Certificates of Merit will be awarded to
MW0CRI, M0IKW, PJ4DX, G0ORC, G7BXU,
F5VKT and M0OSH. Trophies and salvers
will be presented at the next CDXC AGM in
July 2015, while certificates will be e-mailed
to winners shortly.
Complete results are shown on the Club Log
website:

Norman 5B4AIF and Lionel G5LP both
scored 184 DXCCs and tied for third place.
Both will receive Third Place salvers for
2014.

https://secure.clublog.org/hfchallenge.php
while the results for the top ten stations are
shown below.

Individual Band salver winners were Martin
G3ZAY for 15M, Dai MW0CRI for 12M,
Norman 5B4AIF for 10M, and joint winners
Norman 5B4AIF and Lionel G5LP for 6M.

Award
Hinson Trophy, Salver
Chairman's Cup, Salver
Third Place Salver (Tied)

Winner
G3ZAY
IK0OZD
5B4AIF
G5LP

15M Salver
12M Salver
10M Salver
6M Salver (Tied)

G3ZAY
MW0CRI
5B4AIF
5B4AIF
G5LP

Certificates of Merit
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Congratulations to all the winners and, as
always, thank you to Michael, G7VJR and
the Club Log Team for taking the chore out
of running CDXC Challenges.

DXCCs
212
185
184
184

15m
184
107
156
162

12m
101
32
122
117

10m
90
80
142
105

6m
1
4
10
10

184
130
142
10
10

MW0CRI
M0IKW
PJ4DX
G0ORC
G7BXU
F5KVT
M0OSH

181
168
139
134
110
109
105
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147
120
98
90
18
79
88

130
40
70
35
90
24
39

51
31
64
32
26
74
4

1
0
0
0
0
1
0

CW DXpedition to Tristan da Cunha: ZD9XF
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
The signpost on Tristan says it all:
“Welcome to the Remotest Island”. Lying
midway across the South Atlantic 1,500
miles to the West of Cape Town and 2,100
miles from the Falklands, the 230 residents
of Tristan da Cunha claim, with some
justice, to be living on the remotest
inhabited island in the world. For would be
DXpeditioners to Tristan the single most
difficult problem is getting there. Tristan’s
only links with the outside world are
through Cape Town. Just once a year, in
September, a South African Antarctic
research vessel, the SA Agulhas II, makes a
round-trip voyage which calls at Tristan.
Visitors to Tristan can disembark and stay
on the island while the SA Agulhas II
continues on to Gough Island.

only a dozen passengers. The timetable and
journey times for these smaller vessels is
more unpredictable than that of the
recently Finnish-built 9,000 tonne SA
Agulhas II.
Because of the relatively few berths
available for ‘tourists’ on any of these
vessels (most of the passengers are either
Tristan Islanders or people going to do
public service work projects on Tristan),
there are long waiting lists for each of the
sailings, and especially for the SA Agulhas II.
Tourist passengers are often on the waiting
list two years ahead of the sailing.
Getting on the Passenger List
The Administrator’s Office on Tristan
manages the passenger lists for all the
sailings. They do provide some flexibility in
that ‘replacement’ passengers can
sometimes be allowed. Two South African
Amateur Radio operators had planned to
make a DXpedition and holiday trip to
Tristan on the September 2014 sailing.
However when one of the South African
operators dropped out, it became possible
(with the active support and assistance of
Martin G3ZAY) for G3TXF to be added to
the passenger list for the September 2014
sailing. That was back in March 2014. A few
months later, in late May, a further E-mail
was received from Tristan saying that
because of last minute changes there would
now not be a berth available for G3TXF on
the September sailing. Two months later (in
late July) a further, more positive, E-mail
was received advising that there would now
indeed by a berth available for G3TXF. The
final preparations for the ZD9XF operation
thus began in earnest less than six weeks
before the departure for Cape Town in
early September.

On Gough Island there is a weather station
which has a permanent team of about ten
people who spend thirteen months on the
island. Each September the SA Agulhas II
brings out a new crew for the Gough Island
weather station. There is then a hand-over
period during which both the departing
crew and arriving crew are on the island.
After leaving Gough Island the SA Agulhas II
then spends a week picking up and
replacing ocean weather buoys from the
South Atlantic, before returning to Tristan
to collect both the tourists (who by then
have been on the island for just over three
weeks) and the Tristan residents who need
to travel to Cape Town.
Ships that sail to Tristan
As well as the once a year trip by the SA
Agulhas II which can take up to about 100
passengers in comfort, there are two much
smaller vessels (the MV Edinburgh and the
MV Baltic Trader) which also occasionally
call into Tristan. These are small
cargo/lobster fishing vessels which take
9

Sailing from Cape Town
Paul ZS1S from Cape Town was one of the
two South African operators who had
booked their berths on the SA Agulhas II
two years earlier for a DXpedition/holiday
on Tristan da Cunha. Living only a few miles
from the harbour in Cape Town from where
the ship was to sail, Paul ZS1S was able to
deliver a huge amount of material for the
trip directly to the ship. Paul ZS1S brought
along no less than sixteen items and
packages, including various poles, a tri-band
beam, reels of cable and two transceivers
(one of which was a K3), and a KPA-500
amplifier.

less than 2km lasts only a couple of
minutes. The arrival and departure of the
SA Agulhas II are major events on Tristan.
The field where the helicopter lands is
surrounded by just about the entire
population of Tristan. They are there mainly
to welcome returning Islanders as well as
the people coming to work for a short time
on the island. Several of the passengers on
the ship were Islanders who now live
overseas but who are returning for a short
visit.
On our ship there were only four nonIslander ‘tourists’: two radio amateurs
(G3TXF and ZS1S), one bird-spotter from
France and one world-traveller from
Germany. Most of the other passengers
were on various government related
projects, including the weather-station
team hand-over on Gough Island, bird
specialists going to Gough and Nightingale
Island (where there are huge problems,
believe it or not, with mice eating the
birds), oceanographers who were making
soundings in the ocean as well as
maintaining weather buoys.

G3TXF arrived in Cape Town just a couple of
days before the ship was due to sail. As the
forthcoming trip to Tristan was to be to one
of the rarest locations (e.g. the 23rd Most
Wanted on CW in Asia) ever visited by
G3TXF, two full stations were taken: an
Elecraft K3 + KPA 500 amplifier as the main
station, with a Kenwood TS590s + HL-550X
amplifier as a full back-up. The six day sea
voyage to Tristan started in Cape Town on
Thursday September 4th. We had our first
sighting of the island of Tristan six days
later, in the early hours of Wednesday
September 10th.

Although all the passengers for Tristan
were able to get off the ship with
comparative ease thanks to the helicopter,
the same was not the case for the freight
and, in particular, our luggage. A large
barge is used to ferry items from the ship to
the shore. On the day that we arrived the
seas were quite rough. At one point it
looked as if our luggage (including all the
radio gear and antennas) would not be offloaded from the ship, before it set sail again
for Gough. Apparently this had happened
the previous year. The tourists’ luggage
never made it ashore until after the SA
Agulhas II returned from its voyage to
Gough some three weeks later.

Everything on Tristan is dependent on the
weather, and in particular on the state of
the sea. There is no harbour on Tristan, just
a tiny area behind a small man-made breakwater where the local flat-bottomed barge
and open-top fishing vessels can shelter
briefly before being craned out of the water
onto the wharf. No vessels are left moored
in the sea, they are always hoisted ashore.
Landing on Tristan
The SA Agulhas II travels with two
helicopters and a ten-man helicopter
support crew on board. All the passengers
for Tristan, up to eight at one time, are
flown from the helideck on the aft of the
ship directly to a field just in front of the
school on Tristan. The helicopter flight of

However soon after landing on the island,
we were down at the wharf trying to
identify our luggage (which was still in the
hold on ship) to the chaps working on the
barge, so that they could collect it on the
10

last run they were to make out to the ship
for the day. Fortunately they retrieved all
the cases we had identified and were able
to bring all our stuff ashore before they
ceased the unloading operations because of
the deteriorating weather. Anything left
aboard the SA Agulhas II (including most of
the stores for the one shop on the island)
would not now be off-loaded until the ship
returned from Gough.

Long path to Japan
The Great Circle map based on ZD9 shows
the East Coast of the USA and Western
Europe being at similar distances. Japan
promised to be the most difficult of the
three main regions of ham activity (EU,
USA, JA), given that it was the furthest
away, and not far from the antipodean
point from Tristan. However with the clear
sea take-off to the South-West there were
excellent signals from Japan on the long
path (over the Falklands, round the tip of
South America, and on up to Japan straight
across the Pacific) on all bands. Given that
ZD9 was most wanted on CW in Asia, every
opportunity was taken to work Japan. As
well as being present as often as possible
for the morning openings to JA on the
higher bands, it also meant being on 80m
for the JA sunrise opening which usually
lasted about one hour. The first QSO on the
80m JA sunrise opening was invariably with
a JA8 on Hokkaido in the north and finishing
with a JA6 in the south west of Japan. The
80m JA openings were a real pleasure to
work, particularly knowing that ZD9 was so
much sought after by JA-DXers. On 40m the
primary opening to JA was from soon after
sunrise on Tristan (0620z) for two hours
through to about 0830z. There were both
short-path and long-path openings to JA on
30m, but the morning (long-path) openings
were much better than the short-path
openings in the evenings. In the mornings
on Tristan the JAs on the long-path had the
advantage of being the only signals on the
band, whereas in the evenings they were
competing with the EU and USA stations.

Thanks to the timely unloading of our
luggage, the unwelcome possibility of our
being on Tristan for three weeks without
any radio gear had passed.
Setting up the station
Tourist accommodation is arranged by the
tiny Tourist Office on Tristan. We had
requested to be located next to a field on
the edge of the village. This turned out well.
Although the required coax runs were quite
long (fortunately we had brought over
350m of coax with us) we were eventually
able to install verticals for 80m, 40m, 30m,
17m and 12m/10m as well as a low tri-band
beam.
During the first week of operation ZD9XF
operated CW exclusively on the three
WARC bands. Meanwhile Paul ZS1S who
was operating as ZD9ZS made some QSOs
operating on SSB on 10-15-20m. Paul ZS1S
had brought along various antennas
including an old tri-bander (TA33jr)
together with a rotator. With some 9,000
QSOs in the ZD9XF log after the first hectic
week on the three WARC bands, antennas
for both 40m and 80m were then added.
The location of the field with the antennas
provided a good take-off from the SouthWest (perfect for long-path to JA) round
through North to the East. Behind us was
the 6,000ft high mountain that is Tristan da
Cunha. There would be no propagation to
anywhere from South-East through South
to South-West because of the proximity of
the steep slopes of the high mountain right
behind us.

During the first days of our stay on Tristan
the winds were very high. Each of the
vertical antennas collapsed at different
times under the pressure induced in the
guys by the high winds. But over time we
added more and more tape to strengthen
the joins (below the guys) on the fibreglass
poles so that they no longer collapsed, even
in the strongest gusts. The 80m quarter-
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wave vertical was initially installed with just
32 radials, but as time went on we added
more and more radials, so that in the end
we had used up all the 2km of radial wire
that had been brought along, just on the
80m vertical. Something like 100 radials in
total on the 80m vertical. The field where
the antennas were located ran straight
down to the sea, however the antennas
were not at the coast’s edge. They were
some 300m back from the sea. There was
plenty of space to run a 200m Beverage
receive antenna along fences and walls at
the side of the field. Facing north, this
Beverage certainly helped with receiving EU
signals on 80m, but the main 80m vertical
was used for receiving JA stations, as they
were coming in from the South West.

nuclear explosions. One of these
monitoring stations is located on Tristan. In
fact the monitoring station was right next
to field that we were using for our
antennas.
ZD9XF’s single “day of tourism” on Tristan
included walking to the top of the “1961
volcano”, having a guided tour of the UN
nuclear monitoring station and being
invited for dinner at the Residency by the
Administrator. Otherwise every waking
hour was devoted to either making CW
QSOs or to sorting out the station and the
antennas so that more CW QSOs could be
made.
Log uploads to LoTW
The plan, as usual, had been to upload the
full ZD9XF to both Club Log and LoTW every
day. Internet access in Tristan is poor. In
fact it’s very poor. There is an “Internet
Café” but it was nigh impossible to get any
reliable access during the first week of our
stay. There is also a village-wide WiFi
system. However by using the WiFi in the
small hours it was eventually possible to
upload the logs sporadically.

Keeping up the QSO rate vs “tourism”
The operating style at ZD9XF was quite
simple. Do as many hours operating as
possible. The objective was to keep the
QSO rate up as much as possible in order to
go some way to satisfying the huge demand
for ZD9 on CW from the different regions of
the world. The ZD9XF operation lasted for
just over 21 days during which 25,700 CW
QSOs were made. This was an average of
about 1,200 CW QSOs per day. The best day
was something over 1,600 CW QSOs in the
day, with the ‘worst’ day being just 460.

During the second half of the trip, things
improved and daily log uploads were
achieved. No e-mails were read while on
Tristan. This would have been too time
consuming. Getting ZD9XF QSOs into the
log was the top priority. At the close of the
operation, 43% of the 25,700 CW QSOs
which had been up-loaded to LoTW had
already been ‘QSLed’. This is a higher
percentage of LoTW “QSLs” than has been
achieved at the end of any other trip.

There is arguably not much for a tourist to
do on Tristan, but the one thing that has to
be done is to climb to the top of the small
“1961 volcano” which is close to the village.
It was following the eruption of this small
volcano that all the Islanders were
evacuated to Calshot, near Southampton.
The fear was that the volcano would wipe
out the village. However in practice it did
not and a couple of years later most of the
Islanders returned to Tristan.

As ever, the “where next?” question arises
after any DXpedition. This time we can say
with absolute certainty that, wherever it is,
it will not be anywhere that is “as remote as
the island of Tristan da Cunha ! »

A UN agency manages a global network of
some 350 monitoring stations to detect
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VK5CE/8 OC-173 IOTA DXpedition to Bathurst Island, August 2014
Craig Edwards, VK5CE
It has been 15 years since OC-173 has been
on the air back in 1999. I was too excited to
sleep so on Tuesday it was an early 5:00am
wake up at the hotel in Darwin. My wife
and monster in law dropped me off for the
charter flight at 8:30am. It was a twin
engine propeller plane that could fit 12
people so it was quite a big plane really
especially as the pilot and I were the only
two on the plane. It was pretty cool
skimming over the trees to land on the red
dirt airstrip and trying to stop the plane just
in time before reaching the water of the
mangroves. Then from the airstrip I was
met by the staff member of Tiwi Island
Adventures and we went by tinny boat to
Bathurst Island Lodge – my DXpedition HQ
for the next 4 days.

unpacking everything and connecting the
station it was antenna time. This is always
my least favourite and most stressful time
of a DXpedition. It was very harsh
conditions with 33C temperature, high
humidity and very strong winds blowing the
fine white sand everywhere. Even though I
had the two 12m Spiderbeam poles, I was
hoping instead to have vertical diploes
taped to rope and hang from the trees
instead. This would mean I could operate
late in to the night on the last day and
spend less time packing up and carefully
cleaning the Spiderbeam poles at pack up
time to avoid sand in the telescoping poles.
I had to be ready in time on Saturday
morning for my 8:30am local departure
from the lodge.

The previous group of sports fishermen
were leaving the lodge with big smiles on
their faces after a successful week of
catches but I was hoping to ‘catch and
release’ 1,000 amateur radio operators per
day. All staff were leaving the island as well
as it was time for them to have four
rostered days off. However two staff stayed
to have their rostered days off at the lodge,
this was the only way I was able to have
permission for this DXpedition to occur. It
just meant that I had to do all of my food
preparation but the staff had left some
great steak and barramundi to sustain me
over the next four days. It was good piece
of mind knowing I had a couple of the staff
to be there in case of injury, out of control
bush fires, power problems, etc. The best
thing about this situation was that I had the
beautiful tropical beachfront all to myself.

After seeing the prime location of the trees
and coconut palms located at the high tide
mark of the beach I decided to get the
vertical dipoles in the trees with the EZY
HANG sling shot. I could get the thin
slingshot line easily into the trees but the
really strong winds blew the slingshot line
into the branches and so Murphy was
enjoying seeing me struggle with tangled
and constantly snapping lines. It took ages
and ages to get the 20m vertical dipole
installed in the harsh environmental
conditions and I was having SWR problems
with the damn thing so that I could only use
200W instead of 400W on 20m. In contrast
the 15m and 17m vertical dipoles went up
reasonably well in a coconut palm. It was
now 3:30pm or 0600 UTC and I needed a
shower and I wanted to get on the air in
time for the 20m long path opening into
Europe. So I didn’t worry about putting up
vertical dipoles for 10m or 12m as these
were low priority.

I set up the station in one of the fisherman
guest rooms. It had a beautiful view out to
the beach and the room was only 20
metres to the high tide mark. So after
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It was 06:30 UTC and after a couple of CQs
a nice pile up resulted after a cluster spot
from K6VVA who was waiting for me and
got me straight away. This time of day
wasn’t very productive but it was a good 2
hour warm up for the piles up to come
later. After a 15m run of JA’s it was 10:00
UTC (7:00pm local time), so I had a 15
minute dinner break and settled in for my
mission to work North Americans on 20m in
time for east coast sunrise. Well this was
one of the most enjoyable runs I’ve ever
had with lots of W/VE’s getting into the log.
It was great to work Cezar VE3LYC and then
a little later Bob KD1CT who will be part of
our VK6ISL OC-294 team a couple of weeks
later.

great to eat local barramundi washed down
with a couple of beers looking out at the
vertical dipoles on the beautiful beach.
After reflecting on last night’s pile up I
thought to myself that life doesn’t get
much better than this.
I ventured onto 15m around 05:30 UTC
(3pm local) and during the Asian pile up
noticed some European big guns popping
through the JA’s. So I tried to make it easier
for them by going to 20m but it wasn’t
great and I made a mistake here and should
have stayed on 15m, oh well live and learn.
I then tried 17m and had a big JA pile up
but nothing from Europe. These poor
conditions on the long path to Europe
continued for the whole trip but the
ridiculously good short path openings
clearly made up for that.

There were lots of familiar W/VE calls of
IOTA hunters that made it into the log
which was fantastic. The band was also
open to JA and Europe at the same time, so
I’m sure it was frustrating to them. The
majority of stations complied with my calls
for ‘North and South America’ only
especially as I made sure that if I didn’t get
any North or South American replies after a
few calls then I would listen again for
anyone anywhere. That routine seemed to
keep all logical and reasonably minded
hams happy. Being the first night of
operation it was very hectic and signals
from the European big guns were loud but
so was North America and it was surprising
to have W and VE stations call me as late as
17:00 UTC. At 18:45 UTC or 4:15am local
time I went QRT as the European pile up
fizzled away and I’d been awake for 23
hours so I collapsed into bed with a smile
on my face having worked 1169 QSOs in 12
hours and 20% were from North or South
America.

After the previous days success to North
America I went to 20m a little earlier at
0915 UTC and that’s where I stayed for the
next 11 hours!!!!! Conditions to W/VE
weren’t as busy compared to the previous
night, instead of a big pile up there was a
slow but steady trickle and I didn’t need to
call for “North America only” much because
it seemed too early for propagation to
Europe. I only needed to do it when the JA
pile ups became large and I wanted to keep
checking for W/VE’s. I only ended up
making half of the North/South American
QSOs compared to the previous night. It
was then just a matter of time before the
rising tide of European callers became a
tsunami and by 1300 UTC the banks had
broken and I eventually needed to call up 510 to make it manageable. The previous
day the band closed at 1845 UTC but at this
time today I was still calling 5-10 up!! I was
so sleep deprived that maybe I was
hallucinating and hearing things, but no it
was real. The final QSO occurred at 2040
UTC or 6:10am local time, just as the red
and purple sunrise gave a magical back
drop to the vertical dipoles in the palm
trees on the beach. After being up for 23

So now its day two and after four hours
sleep I toured around 20m and 15m over
the following 3 hours with little more than
JA and not much from North or South
America, but I’m sure those guys worked
were happy I was around. For lunch it was
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hours the previous day, I had now been
awake for 21 hours today, despite the
horrible sleep deprivation and fatigue, it
was sensational to have made 1,312 QSOs
today.

signal was good or loud at their QTH. At
one time I remember having a chat with
Kevin N0CWR who called after hearing my
endless CQing to reassure me that I was a
genuine S9 and loud there and he couldn't
understand why more people weren't
calling. The annoying thing was that I had
virtually zero noise levels and so even
threshold audio was possible to get into my
log. Mind you at this time it was pretty cool
that the RI0X DXpedition to AS-064 called
me to get in the log, how weird is that. The
signals from Europe started to build by
14:00 UTC and continued through to 19:00
UTC and so it was another late bedtime at
4:30am. In that last run it was great to get
the remaining member of our VK6ISL OC294 team in the log Johan PA3EXX.

Its day 3 and by now I really needed sleep
so after going to bed at 6:30am I woke up
at 11:30am and I put up the 10m vertical
dipole antenna. There was an amazing
sighting of a monster 5m (15 foot) long
crocodile in the water swimming very close
to the shore past the antennas, this
crocodile was massive. I saw a really big
crocodile slide just slightly down the beach
60m down from the antenna site where
obviously he was there the night before,
hmmmmm, fair to say that I wouldn’t be
adjusting antennas at night! So I then had a
shower and lunch and had a lay down to
rest up for the 06:00 UTC (3:30pm local)
start. 20m wasn’t great and things were
quite slow until a big JA run on 10m at
08:00 UTC but nothing heard from Europe. I
was hoping for a 20m resurgence to North
and South America at 10:00 UTC but
conditions to this part of the world seemed
even worse but I decided to stick with it
and keep calling despite the low rate. I
thought I was doing OK with North America
as I was having QSOs with US generals
saying I was their first ever VK contact and
how excited they were. Looking for North
America at 10:00-12:30 was like pulling
teeth and getting ridiculous because by
12:00 UTC only JA/UA9 were getting into
the log. So I thought I’d give 17m a try at
12:30 UTC and this resulted in a pile up to
JA and Europe after only a couple of CQ
calls. After an hour of this pile up I was
concerned that a very high percentage of
them were with people that I’d worked on
20m over the past 2 nights so at 13:30 UTC
I went back to call CQ North America on
20m. A few W/VE’s were VERY slowly
getting into the log and during times when I
was calling and calling and calling with no
response, I'd get calls from USA stations I'd
worked before to say keep going as my

The final day of operation arrives. I had to
have the station packed up and ready for
departure from Bathurst Island Lodge at
8:30am the next day. The past 3 days of
operation showed the trend of QSO rates
being most productive in the 09:00-18:00
UTC period which is 6:30pm-3:30am local
time. This meant I would only have 4½
hours to sleep and pack up the station and
antennas. So on Friday morning I tidied up
the station as much as possible. I decided
to leave up all four antennas to maximise
whichever band would be open.
The daytime routine continued much the
same as the previous three days. At 10:00
UTC I didn’t worry about 20m and instead
tried 17m and had a good JA and Europe
pile up. I was on 20m from 12:00 to 13:50
for W/VE but that only yielded 27 W/VE's
and so I switched to 17m and had monster
European pile ups until 17:30 UTC QRT. All
in all a fantastic experience at a beautiful
remote location. I then packed up the gear
inside and decided not to dismantle the
antennas at night due to our big crocodile
friend. At 18:00 UTC or 4:30am I went to
bed and had to wake up again in 2 ½ hours
to pack up the antennas in time for 8:30am
departure.
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The final results:
4,262 QSOs in 84 hours (all SSB)
EU
AS
NA/SA
OC
AF

2259
1374
519
107
12

53.0%
32.2%
12.2%
2.5%
<1%

20m
17m
15m
10m

2682
1013
464
103

62.9%
23.8%
10.9%
2.4%

Papua New Guinea – The final goal
Derek Cox, G3KHZ
We have been to PNG almost annually
since 2005 visiting different IOTA groups.
There are 21 IOTA groups plus mainland
PNG. We have activated 20 of them leaving
just Coastal Islands North, OC-258 to finish
the job. So in September we arranged a
trip to Krangket Island, just off the coast
and adjacent to the northern town of
Madang.

IOTA groups, New Britain, OC-008, Kiriwina,
OC-115 and Loloata Island, OC-240
Equipment
In the interests of keeping the weight
down, the trusty MFJ 259b antenna
analyser (1.25kg including a spare set of
batteries) was swapped for a SARK-110
weighing 120g. The 110 helped greatly with
antenna adjustment, finding cable faults
and measuring cable length and loss.

Finding a place to operate
After much “Googling” we came to the
conclusion that Krangket Island Lodge was
the only place available on the island. None
of the telephone numbers listed for the
owner Thomas Dum worked and emails
sent to the various tourist establishments
produced no replies. We finally hit on the
idea of emailing every hotel and lodge in
Madang requesting a reservation at the
hotel together with a booking at Krangket
Island Lodge. Bingo! Madang Lodge Hotel
replied and offered to make reservations at
both places. They sent us a new telephone
number for Thomas Dum and it worked!

Our coaxial cables had been stored at
Rabaul for two years. One 60m length of
Aircell 7 was faulty. The outer conductor
was showing an open circuit. We
concluded it must be a faulty plug
connection. It was not – the braid really
was open circuit about 10m from one end.
When the PVC outer covering was removed
we found around 10 to 15 metres of the
braid had gone black and disintegrated.
The PVC must have been punctured
allowing the salt atmosphere to penetrate.
All our antennas were vertical wire dipoles
and loaded dipoles taped to 12m
Spiderbeam poles. Black nylon fishing rod
bags were used for transportation of the
poles by air. They look like fishing poles!

The itinerary
A trip itinerary was arranged which
included Coastal Island North and 3 other
16

Our three stations were a K3, a TS590 and a
TS2000; all without amplifiers. Dunestar
filters were used most of the time. We had
no interference between the stations even
when occasionally a filter was accidentally
left out.

only a trickle of water into the wash basin.
All the control knobs for the cooker were
missing and the whole place was filthy! At
6:00pm the power came back on and went
off again in the early hours. Fortunately
there were no further interruptions.

Our team and the operation
Our group of four, Hans, SM6CVX, Eddy,
K5WQG, Stig Nyman and Derek, G3KHZ met
on Wednesday 10th October in Singapore
and travelled together to Port Moresby.
We then caught a connecting flight to
Rabaul, New Britain. The Rapopo
Plantation Resort near Kokopo was chosen
for the OC-008 operation. It is a superb
location adjacent to the ocean and facing
north. It’s a ham-friendly place. They gave
us Room 32 for our radios – an end room
facing the ocean. A row of vertical dipoles
was erected at the water’s edge. 5,763
QSOs were made in three days

After one night we decided we could not
live there continuously for five days. A
room at Madang Lodge was booked and we
travelled to Kangket Island Lodge every
afternoon to operate, returning to Madang
each morning. All the food we bought was
given away to the islanders.
At the end of four days operation we had
made 9,546 QSOs.
At the end of our stay we decided to dump
as much equipment as possible to reduce
the excess baggage charges. This included
a new reel of Aircell 5 cable. It’s probably,
by now, being used to tow banana boats.
A revisit to Kiriwina followed. Butia Lodge
is a comfortable place to stay.
Unfortunately it is not near the coast but a
ham-friendly place. Eddy fell ill with food
poisoning while we were there. He
developed a high temperature and felt
quite poorly. A local medical man came to
assist. He checked Eddy out and made sure
he hadn’t caught malaria; then prescribed
the antibiotic I had with me. Payment for
the consultation was 5 kina (about £1.25)
for the purchase of some betelnut!

We then moved to Madang which involved
going back to Port Moresby and then taking
a flight out to Madang. We stayed at
Madang Lodge the first night and caught a
banana boat the following morning to
Krangket Island. We had no idea of the
location of Krangket Island Lodge but we
were pleasantly surprised to find it at the
northern tip of the island and very close to
the sea. We were advised that the lodge
had 24 hour electricity, cooking facilities
and 4 beds; a suitable venue for our five
day operation.

Finally we moved to Loloata Island Resort.
This is the perfect location when you book
Room 16 for the shack. It is at the northern
end of the complex. Antennas were placed
adjacent to the water and only short cable
runs were needed to connect back to the
shack.

On arrival we were greeted by a relative of
Thomas Dum. Thomas had gone to
Madang and no one had a key to the lodge.
Eddy and Stig went back to Madang to buy
food and Hans and Derek stayed to
assemble the antennas.

By this time Eddy had improved
considerably after the bout of food
poisoning only to be struck down, this time,
by a badly inflamed leg. It was diagnosed by
a doctor in Port Moresby as cellulitis. I am
pleased to report that Eddy has now fully
recovered from his ordeals.

We gathered from comments that the
lodge might be rundown. Finally Thomas
Dum arrived and we entered our shack.
The electricity was not working, there was
no water at the shower, the toilet flush
tank took 30 minutes to refill and there was
17

On Saturday 27th September Hans and Stig
departed for a week’s holiday in Australia.
Eddy and Derek stayed on until Tuesday
30th Sept. At this final location we made
4,549 QSOs.

Dick Knight runs Loloata Island Resort. He
was extremely helpful to us. He has stored
antennas, cable and other items there for
us. Anyone who is interested in operating
from that location is very welcome to use
the gear. Contact Derek, G3KHZ for details.

The job is finished!

YJ0X – The Quake Contesters DXpedition to Vanuatu
Phil Holliday, ZL3PAH
most wanted list on ClubLog3 and finally
decided on Vanuatu – number 97 on the list
and a relatively easy journey from New
Zealand, just 3 hours from Auckland. We
researched the bands and modes most
required by continent and significantly YJ is
more wanted on SSB and RTTY than CW –
probably because most DXpeditions
operate CW as their primary mode.

The Quake Contesters
The Quake Contesters1 are a group of keen
contesters in and around Christchurch, call
sign ZL3X. We formed around the time of
the devastating Christchurch earthquakes
out of a chance meeting between Mark,
ZL3AB and Phil, ZL3PAH. It started with an
entry in BERU2 in 2011 as the second ZL
team and grew from there. Our meeting
HQ is the Twisted Hop pub in Christchurch
where we plan entry in the next contests.
It doesn’t take too long especially after a
pint or two of their excellent ale before our
conversation digresses to the topic of
DXpeditions. Most of us had never been on
one and your scribe remembers as a
schoolboy reading about the exploits of
famous DXers such as Gus Browning,
W1BPD from exotic locations from around
the world, so why not us too? So we
started to seriously discuss a DXpedition of
our own.

The team
The team make-up changed as we started
to plan, early on a possible member
dropped out with ill health. Mark, ZL3AB
had earthquake repairs looming and
couldn’t make it (next time Mark). But
finally we had commitment from Paul
ZL4PW, Geoff ZL3GA and Phil ZL3PAH. We
felt that three was not quite enough and
we needed a fourth op. About this time
Phil won the prize crossword in the CDXC
magazine and was contacted by Gordon,
G3USR who is CDXC treasurer and wanted
to pay him the prize of 10 pounds. One
thing led to another and before long,
Gordon was on the team. Fortunately Phil
and XYL Maggie were in London for a visit
and were able to meet Gordon and XYL
Julie to ensure that he was the sort of
person who would fit into the group, i.e.

Where should we go?
We decided to look for a fly-in destination
where we could carry all our equipment as
hand and hold baggage, and with a DXCC
that was wanted by much of the world. We
spent significant time running through the

1 http://www.zl3x.com/
2 http://www.beru.org.uk/

3
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https://secure.clublog.org/mostwanted.php

been on DXpeditions before, with
reasonable table manners and didn’t slurp
his beer. He seemed to fit in.

and plenty of time during the weekdays to
satisfy the pile-ups and hopefully knock
Vanuatu out of the top 100 most wanted
for a couple of years.

Once the team was set we started to hold
meetings on Skype where everything was
discussed and agreed. Inevitably it would
seem that whenever two or more amateurs
are gathered together the discussion will
gravitate to antennas – each team member
had his own views and we must have spent
hours and hours on Skype talking about
them.

The license
Phil was tasked with obtaining a license and
with help from Joylyn Boe and Barnabas
Boe at TRR5 (Vanuatu Telecoms and Radio
Regulator) we obtained call sign YJ0X.
The license cost 500 Vatu which is the local
currency and sounds a lot but was about
NZ$7! We would like to acknowledge their
help in understanding our need for a single
letter call sign for the DXpedition.

A very cunning plan
It was obvious that we would all need a
huge number of brownie points with our
XYLs to get to go off to a pacific island for a
week or two. But about this time we had a
brainwave: they could come too! As they
will no doubt read this we wish to make
clear that our intention was not that they
were there for domestic duties but to have
a good time too. But thanks Maggie,
Francie and Julie for the excellent meals,
teas, coffees, beer and wine and keeping us
slightly grounded as we babbled on about
being called by FR4NT, the RTTY pile-ups,
run rates and other trivia. And we believe
that we may have pioneered a new style for
DXpeditions, - it may look like a holiday
style expedition but it is definitely deadly
serious.

The call sign had been issued before in the
early 2000s but never activated, although it
had a QRZ.COM page. Once we had the
license we were able to replace it with our
own entry. At the time of writing we have
had almost 50,000 hits on our QRZ.COM
page.
Location
Paul, ZL4PW took on the responsibility of
finding a suitable QTH. We were looking
for a ham friendly location with plenty of
room for antennas, four bedrooms, plenty
of living space (read shack), a beachside
location for good sea take-off, and no local
QRM, so not next door to a resort. Every
night there would be an email from Paul
with more locations to look at, maps came
out and finally we decided on Villa Chelle6
in Mele Bay on Efate Island (IOTA OC-035).
Dates were booked and a deposit sent. We
had explained that this was to be an
amateur radio expedition and the booking
agents were most accommodating.

Planning - The Oceania Contest
We started some serious planning and at
some point realized if we went in early
October we would be able to operate in
both SSB and CW legs of the Oceania4
contests. Here was a chance to have a
crack at some records and at the very least
have a target of new all time Vanuatu
scores. So we decided on 12 days there,
flying out on the 3rd October and coming
back on 15th. That would give us two
contests (we are after all a contest group)

Our man on the ground
About this time we made contact with Rod,
YJ8RN in Vanuatu. Rod had much of the

5 http://www.trr.vu/index.php/en/
6 http://familyaccommodationvanuatu.com/aboutthe-villas/

4 http://www.oceaniadxcontest.com/
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leftovers of previous DXpeditions, including
poles, coax, wire and all sorts of other stuff,
which he made available to us. Rod
became the next member of the
DXpedition and checked on the Villa for us,
did lots of on the ground preparation for us
and was a truly valuable resource. Once we
arrived he collected some of us from the
airport and helped set up antennas and
provided bamboo poles (note: if you intend
using the local bamboo poles, it is essential
they are dry – if green, they need a month
to dry out, otherwise they are very heavy!).

Marketing and Sponsorship
Paul designed and put up a website9 and
we started to produce occasional press
releases which we distributed to DX
organizations, DX news-sheets and various
DXpedition websites. We were surprised
by the level of generosity and very grateful
for all the individual donations that arrived.
As is the case for most DXpeditions we paid
for our travel and accommodation
individually. However we had additional
costs that were a result of running a
DXpedition. It was Phil’s job to raise
sponsorship to cover as much of this as
possible. A proposal with details of the
DXpedition was sent to many international
DX organizations and produced offers of
sponsorship from around the world to
cover these additional costs. We are
extremely grateful for the support we
received. During the DXpedition we made
a special effort to hand out QSOs to those
countries and regions that had sponsored
us. We hope you worked us. The sponsors
are all listed on our website and QSL card.

Equipment & transport
We decided to take four complete rigs.
Paul would take his Elecraft K3 and KPA500
linear. Phil would take his K3 and SPE 1KFA linear. Both Geoff and Gordon would
take FT450s, one for a breakable 6m
beacon and one as a back-up rig. We had
band pass filters that we use at ZL3X to
reduce interstation interference and those
went on the list. Antennas were discussed
ad nauseam. We finally decided to take
Phil’s folding hexbeam7, some 10m
fiberglass poles and Paul would build some
VDAs8. We would source the wire needed
locally but we did take 200m of LMR240
coax with us. Phil built 9 baluns and was
told to stop complaining about sore fingers.
Tools and other essentials were listed,
everything was weighed and spreadsheets
prepared. Excess baggage was always an
issue but sponsorship helped cover that.

Software
We decided to use N1MM10 logger in
DXpedition mode for the expedition,
switching to contest mode for the Oceania
SSB and CW contests. Geoff was in charge
of all software aspects of IT for the
DXpedition and we took three older Dell
laptops (proven no QRM from PSUs) that
we use at ZL3X. We created our own WiFi
network that was then connected to the
internet via the villa WiFi connection. This
proved to be variable but our local network
never let us down.

Budgets were prepared; lists of additional
items required were agreed and purchased.
Flights were booked – we would fly out of
Christchurch via Auckland on 3rd October to
Port Vila on Air New Zealand and return on
Air Vanuatu on 15th October.

We had listed YJ0X as a DXpedition on
ClubLog. It was our intention to post QSOs
made in real-time to ClubLog.
Unfortunately the internet connection
proved too unreliable and so we turned this

7 http://www.foldingantennas.com/gb.html
8 http://www.f4bkv.net/antenna-vda.html

9 http://yj2014.wordpress.com/
10 http://n1mm.hamdocs.com/tiki-index.php
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off and instead posted a log every day to
ClubLog. Geoff had a lot of help from
Paula, NX1P with this aspect and other
software issues and she became a valued
member of the team.

and take you back home. This saved us the
expense of hiring a car, which is expensive
in Vanuatu and so reduced our travel
budget.
The best laid plans …
Everything looked set to go, the planning
was finished and we were all very excited.
We were flying out next Friday. But on the
Sunday before we were due to leave Phil
was struck down with a mystery illness and
spent the next few days in bed and was in
no fit state to travel. Gordon and Julie
arrived from the UK via Sydney on the
Tuesday before D-day. When Maggie
picked them up from the airport Julie was
on crutches and in a moon boot. She had
broken her foot in their hotel in Sydney!
However she was walking wounded. Phil
could not even walk.

We also used Athena11 which integrates
into N1MM to show in real time how our
QSO count was progressing against our
goal.
After the expedition we used the ClubLog
expedition tools to handle On Line QSL
Requests (OQRS)12 which integrates with
PayPal for QSL payment and donations, and
which provides label and address label
printing facilities. Thank you ClubLog for
making this part of the process so easy.
The Recce
Geoff and XYL Francie decided to make a
reconnaissance trip over a long weekend, a
few weeks before we were due to leave.
This has already been written up in BreakIn13. It was extremely valuable for many
reasons. There they met Rod, YJ8RN who
picked them up from the airport and were
able to arrange such items as bamboo poles
for antennas to be ready for our arrival.
They were able to see the QTH and work
out what the antenna site would be like.
Geoff also discovered that earthing
equipment in Vanuatu is somewhat
different to New Zealand. The value of this
trip cannot be underestimated from an
expedition point of view although rumour
has it that Francie thought it was to
celebrate their wedding anniversary!

So Phil and Maggie stayed behind and
rebooked to fly out on the following Friday,
missing the first week. This meant that his
K3 and linear did not make the journey to
Vanuatu and the team was down to three
radios and three operators. Phil and
Maggie did finally get there about a week
late and so did not miss out on all the
excitement.
Arrive and set up
The somewhat reduced team arrived in the
early afternoon and were met at the airport
by Rod, YJ8RN and Nono. The XYLs settled
in and the OMs started to set up the radios
and IT infrastructure. The hex beam was
erected on a 7m bamboo pole, and 40m
vertical with two raised radials was put up
on the decking extending in front of the
villa. This antenna proved to be excellent
on both 40m and 15m. Vanuatu is two
hours behind New Zealand and we had
arrived in the early afternoon but setting up
takes time and by now everyone was ready
for KickAss curry evening at the resort 70m

Geoff and Francie also met our two local
bus drivers, Joey and Nono. Buses in
Vanuatu are somewhat like taxis, except
they are usually vans. You phone them and
they collect and drop you off where ever
you want to go and will collect you again

11 http://www.pc5m.net/projects/athena
12 https://secure.clublog.org/charts/?c=YJ0X
13 ‘A Hamcation in YJ’ by Geoff Clark ZL3GA, BreakIn Vol 87, Number 5, September/October 2014 p15
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down the road14. So the first QSO was
made after dinner on 40m SSB with JH1PXH
with Paul, ZL4PW at the mic.

and away from any noise sources and from
then on 80m performed quite well for us.
The 12m VDA was also moved closer to the
sea and proved an excellent performer.

More antennas were erected the day after
the contest. By now, it was raining very
heavily so they were built inside and rushed
out for deployment. We put up a VDA for
12m, a 17m vertical, a 6m delta loop with
the FT450 running a breakable beacon, and
an 80m antenna with a 13m pole and toploading sloping section. The 80m antenna
was very noisy and although we were being
well heard, the noise level prevented us
hearing much at all. The 40m vertical was
moved further out from the villa,

Finally on the air and the Oceania SSB
contest
Operations started on the first evening on
40m SSB and the first contact in the log at
08:51 was JH1PXH. We had left
Christchurch at 4am that morning and after
a couple of hours on the air we shut down
for the evening, being tired but pleased to
be finally on the air after the months of
planning. Operation continued next
morning whilst the other contest-band
antennas were erected.

The weather was atrocious. It was not
meant to be the rainy season yet but no
one had told the rain gods and we had
torrential rain for the next few days. The
hexbeam was turned by the Armstrong
method and the best way to do this was to
get into bathers (swimming costumes)
before going outside.

At 08:00 on 4th we switched N1MM over
from DXPEDITION mode to CONTEST mode
for the K3 whilst leaving the other laptops
running in DXpedition mode. We were up
and running and calling CQ Contest. We
operated as a multi-one for 24 hours and
made 1406 QSOs. This demonstrated to us
that being a wanted DXCC in a contest is a
double-edged sword. The pile-ups calling
us actually slowed down the QSO rate, but
at least we were always being called!

The 6m breakable beacon had provided
almost instant results with 4 x KH6s in the
log on the first night and approximately 40
x JAs the next. It was still raining very
heavily so installing the 6m beam borrowed
from Rod didn't happen as soon as we'd
have liked. The 6 el 6m boom antenna was
huge and of industrial, cyclone-resistant
strength and installed on the villa balcony
aimed at the USA.

Conditions and pile ups
The weather didn’t improve. The rain was
torrential. But nobody cared as conditions
on the bands, especially the higher bands
were excellent. And the pile-ups were huge.
We operated two stations most of the time.
The K3 and KPA linear were running 500W
and the FT450D was running 100W. But
the low power of the FT450D did not cause
any reduction in the pile-ups. Initially we
worked a mix of CW and SSB with attention
being paid to where possible working those
countries where DX associations had
sponsored us. Then on the 9th we started
to operate RTTY using just 40W on the
FT450D. We used MMVARI with multi-rx
enabled and it was just like shooting fish in
a barrel! We continued with the mix of
bands and modes to try and ensure as best

The other villa on the site was occupied by
a group of Wellington girls with their
personal trainer and judging by the bottles
every morning they were going for some
sort of record. We noted a technician
arriving to fix the interference they were
having on their TV. We wonder what
caused that? It did not seem to spoil their
enjoyment.
When they left at the end of the week we
moved to 80m antenna closer to the sea
14 http://www.benjor.vu/restaurant
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we could that new band slots were given
out. It is not possible to please everyone
but we have had some very nice thank-you
emails now we are back home so we must
have been doing something right.

very pleased with a large number of QSOs
with Europe (20.1%). Oceania came in at
7.9%, South America at 4.6% and Africa at
0.7%. More analysis is available at the Club
Log statistics page15.

Phil finally makes it and the Oceania CW
contest
Phil, ZL3PAH finally arrived a week late,
determined to get out to Vanuatu after all
the planning. We had decided that there
was no need to bring his K3 and especially
no need for a 1KW linear as everything was
going well with the equipment we had and
there were only four days left. Phil got
stuck into some RTTY and then helped out
in the Oceania CW contest. Again we made
a multi-one entry. Now we had four ops
there was plenty of opportunity to run a
second and third station and so we
continued to operate over the Oceania CW
weekend outside of the contest with big
pile-ups on 17m CW and 12m RTTY. Our
final total for the Oceania CW contest was
1261 QSOs. The tally would have been
much higher but running simplex made it
very difficult to complete contest
exchanges when other callers persisted in
attracting our attention! It seems CW ops
didn't understand the “TEST” in our CQs, at
least the majority of voice ops in the SSB
leg were more compliant with the need for
a serial number. We are confident that we
have set new records for Vanuatu for both
legs of the Oceania.

The antennas came down quickly and the
rigs and computers were packed up in a
couple of hours. We had and enough time
to take a bus tour across the island once we
had packed up. None of the party had seen
anything of Vanuatu outside of the Port Vila
supermarkets up to this point! We had the
DXpedition dinner that evening with Rod
YJ8RN and his XYL Ruth to thank them for
the huge help they had given us. At four
o’clock local time the next morning we
were lining up to go to the airport, tired but
happy.
What goes on tour stays on tour
There were some memorable moments
during the DXpedition but mostly what
goes on tour stays on tour. However we
can share a few with you, but no names, no
pack drill.
There was the op on SSB calling ‘the JA
station with J in the call please go now’, and
the op who called CQ on 17m on LSB and
wondered why he wasn’t getting any
replies. And we won’t mention the person
who put PL259 connectors on both ends of
the coax before trying to pass it through
the tiny hole in the wall. Or the op with
the only serious tummy bug of the trip who
had to suddenly QRX the pile up a couple of
times.

We had set a target of 15,000 QSOs for the
DXpedition in total. We posted to our
website that we would be going QRT at
00:00z on 14th October. In the end we
made 15,854 QSOs and the last two were
made at exactly the same time by Phil with
WR7Q on 12m CW and by Paul with AE7OA
on 10m SSB. Thanks for all the QSOs, each
one was appreciated.

The rest we will keep to ourselves.
Back home but the DXpedition isn’t over
We arrived back home and there was
already a lot of airmail cards in the
letterbox. We have set up the On Line QSL
Request (OQRS) on Club Log and the
demand for cards is high. We would all like
to thank those reading this who have used

We worked 129 different DXCCs. And
whilst the bulk of QSOs were with North
America (39.9%) and Asia (26.9%) we were

15 https://secure.clublog.org/charts/?c=YJ0X#r
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the OQRS and have made an additional
donation along with the cost of the cards.
We have all been amazed at the generosity
of people, and also the many kind emails
we have received complementing us on the
DXpedition. By the time you read this
article the cards should be back from the
printers and in the post or at the bureau.
We have had only a few emails regarding
busted calls and have been able to fix all
the genuine ones. We will be posting the
log to Logbook of The World as soon as we
are sure the log is clean.

speed testing the internet feed during the
recce. It was a great disappointment to
have everything working so that we could
upload QSOs as soon as they went into the
log, only to find out that the connection to
the internet was unreliable. We would
send the IT guy out a day early. It gets hard
to set everything up and troubleshoot with
others around with different priorities. We
have learned that simpler works well
especially with antennas. We have learned
that there is no such thing as enough coax.
And we have learned that you cannot trust
the weather to behave as it is supposed to.

One of the surprises has been the number
of emails received beseeching us to visit a
QRZ.COM page so that they can have
Vanuatu flag on their page. This does not
seem to have anything to do with amateur
radio and they have all been ignored.

But what we also learned is that
DXpeditions are contagious, and we have
caught the disease. Planning for the next
one has already started and we are
socializing various possibilities within the
Quake Contesters.

What we learned
We learned a huge amount about planning
an expedition, and would do many things
differently next time (and there will be a
next time). We would take more rigs, more
operators and separate the phone ops from
the CW ops. We would make a point of

How do we choose the location? It must
be in the top one hundred most wanted
DXCC list, we must be able to fly in with the
gear – no boats for us, have good
accommodation suitable for DXing with
good take off. And there must be good
shopping!

29 October 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE From The KP1-5 project
RE: Navassa Island (KP1) Operation
We are pleased to announce that the new Navassa 2015 DXpedition website is up and
running. It can be found at www.navassadx.com.
Also, it is official...our call sign will be K1N.
Team members are: AA7JV, KØIR, K4UEE, K5AC, K9CT, KT4TTT, N2OO, N2TU, N4GRN, N6MZ,
NA5U, NM1Y, WØGJ, W6IZT, WB9Z.
We will update the website often as more information becomes available. We are working
closely with the USFWS and are pleased with their "can do" attitude. We should have specific
dates shortly, but the team has cleared their schedules to be available for the two week
operation starting in late January 2015.
Fundraising has begun. If able, we encourage you to financially support the project.
73, for the DXpedition team: Bob K4UEE, Glenn WØGJ, Mike NA5U
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PJ7PK – Pelikan Key, NA-247 NEW IOTA
Dave Deane EI9FBB
“ELEVEN NEW IOTA GROUPS were
announced at IOTA’s 50th Anniversary
Convention, held in Windsor, England over
the weekend 4 to 6 July 2014. All new
groups have provisional numbers. This
means that they will need to be confirmed
by an operation taking place after 5 July
2014 that meets the 1000 QSO and other
normal validation requirements. Most of
the new groups have not seen a previous
amateur radio operation. “

almost in the blind. This rock is barely
known even on a local level. The Local Sint
Maarteniens don’t even land there. 4
photos were all we had in hand along with
blurry Google maps imagery. Still though,
this didn’t deter us and after concrete plans
were in place, the team was formed; Dom
3Z9DX, Dave EI9FBB, Jeremy EI5GM, Frans
J69DS & Col MM0NDX. Each team member
played an important part, and each had
their responsibilities. Sure, there were the
odd cultural clash and difference of
opinion, but together, we all had the same
aim, to activate this rock for the first time.

The above has been taken directly from the
pages of the IOTA website. Some of these
11 new IOTA groups were introduced as a
result from the rule changes announced in
the latest IOTA Directory, published in May
2014. The others……well just read on and
see. The NA-247 group was added as a new
coastal islands group of a split sovereignty
island. Dutch Sint Maarten (PJ7) & French
Saint Martin (FS) are both very different
and independent of each other. These
islands were not previously shown on a
1:1,000,000 scale map but now qualify from
being shown and named on Google Earth in
the same way that the coastal islands of St
Martin FS count (NA-199). Thus, the new
Sint Maarten’s coastal islands group was
born. There are 2 islands that qualify for
this group. Molly Beday and Guana Key of
Pelikan aka Pelikan Key. The latter was the
obvious choice for us to try to activate.
Sure, it was going to be tough, we knew
that, but it was still going to be a lot easier
than Molly.

Activating a brand new IOTA group was
going to be fun, great fun, almost like
activating a brand new DXCC entity. For the
IOTA community, that’s what it is, a brand
new entity, and once word got out of our
intentions, great interest soon followed. To
do this, was going to take blood, sweat and
tears. I’m not exaggerating! A lot of
thought had to go into this project in order
to try meet the demands. Imagine a rock,
with steep jagged sides jutting up out of the
ocean, intimidating us and practically
warning us off. It seemed that right from
the start this operation was doomed.
Frans, our local…(ish) contact dealt with the
relevant licencing authorities to secure our
licence. Sure, Sint Maarteen is in CEPT
agreement, however, to mark this special
activation, we thought the callsign PJ7
Pelican Key was worthy, worthwhile and
justified. Copies of our individual licences
and passports were forwarded and the
straightforward application process began.
Dates agreed, flights booked, stations
prepared and most importantly, we had a
fool proof plan in mind (or did we)?

Col, MM0NDX was the brains behind this,
and to be fair, did Trojan work behind the
scenes. When activating a brand new IOTA,
one has no resources, no past experiences
to call on. We had no one to ask for help
and no one to advise us either. No one had
done this before. You could say, we were

The only way to do this was to have a boat
anchored nearby this blessed rock. This
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would be our base, our home, and our
means of commuting to and from the rock.
Looking at Google maps can be very
deceiving (as we learnt) and what looked
like just a few hundred meters, actually
turned out to be several nautical miles.
Sure, point to point is just a few hundred
meters off-shore, but this is to a steep cliff
face on the mainland, no use whatsoever
for launching a boat. We were in fact a little
over 3 nautical miles from the marina, our
departure point. Several quotations later
and we had decided on a 6 berth yacht was
adequate for this job. We now had an
approximate budget in hand and could now
try to request some sponsorship. Dom,
3Z9DX is a well experienced skipper and has
all the relevant papers to captain his own
boat, yacht etc…even oil tanker! We were
not fussy about what type of boat we got,
once it did the job. The problem was, we
did not know the job, we hadn’t seen the
rock and therefore was always going to be
unsure of our specific requirements. This is
where Dom’s experience shone through. He
felt responsible for all our safety and
needed to be 110% certain of our needs
and requirements. Simpson Bay,
Philipsburg, has to be one of the most
‘flushest’ marinas in the world. Hundreds of
Cruise ships visit here each season. There
are many marinas overflowing with yachts
and pleasure boats of all types, from the
small jet ski right up to the largest of super
yachts belonging to the rich and famous. It
was out of season, and from browsing
several of the many charter websites, there
were boats abundant. We all agreed it
made perfect sense to try get the boats
that suited our needs exactly. To do this we
would first have to evaluate the situation at
Pelikan, do a recce, and then get the
required boats – we needed two! There
was always the hopeful too of getting a
good cash deal.

Maarten is 110 volt, 60Hz supply, however,
as luck would have it, the French side, Saint
Martin, use 220 volts, but also 60 Hz supply.
Was this going to be an issue for our 50Hz
PSUs? We hoped not. Two of these would
be needed to do what we wanted to do. By
having a second one also meant we had a
back-up in case one failed. Renting these
was not an option. A huge deposit was
needed along with a hefty daily rental fee.
Thankfully, Frans has family in Philipsburg
and they would try to source these at a
‘local level’.
I guess we were all guilty of over planning.
A lot of preparation, research, etc. went
into this project. Stations were set up,
logging programmes checked, antennas
built and tested and only when we were
satisfied that everything was 100% in order,
it got packed away. Packing is becoming
quite a challenge in DXpeditioning as of
late. Protective padded hard plastic
waterproof cases are essential to do what
we were doing. These are heavy though
and don’t be long using up one’s minimal
airline baggage allowance. We all got hit
with these excess baggage charges. At an
estimate, over $400 in excess baggage
charges were paid. Still though, everything
arrived on the day and everything was in
perfect condition.
Col and Frans arrived on the Saturday, the
day before the rest of us. It was the plan for
them to round up some possible boats and
to secure the generators. Sure, there was a
lot of other equipment that needed to be
bought locally, but this could be done when
the whole team was together. Worries over
the current Air France strike were
thankfully resolved just prior to Col’s
departure from Paris. Frans’s flights were
delayed though and as a result the duo
didn’t meet up until later that evening
(after dark). It was too late to do anything
that day. Jeremy and I both arrived on the
Sunday morning (from Amsterdam)
moments after Dom’s flight touched down

Generators were another issue. As the 3
main stations were all coming from Europe,
we needed 220 volt generators. Sint
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from Panama. He was arriving from Brazil
and transited through there. Arrangements
had been made to land all our baggage at
the same hotel that Col and Frans had used
on the previous night. We didn’t need a
hotel, we were getting a boat for our
accommodation-remember?

overheated causing us to pull over onto a
nearby jetty. This boat, we discovered,
hadn’t been used very much in recent
months. The skipper actually lived in this
boat and it was the other boat that he used
often. We had chosen the wrong boat. At
least though, we knew where there was a
second boat and so, soon we were on route
to switch boats. This other boat was a
diesel engine boat, and started first pick of
the key. Again, as we pulled out of the
harbour area, the skipper gave it a little
more throttle and boy, was she blowing
smoke. Serious smoke. Thick black smoke
in fact. We continued in the hopes that it
would clear up. It didn’t. Reducing power
eased things a little, not much, but a little.
We were just around the headland from
Pelikan when he recommended it was too
risky for us to hit the open sea with this
boat. We turned around and headed back
to shore and stayed within the safety of the
harbour. This had taken up most of the
morning and we were now, back to square
one. Still no boat. We had to go searching
again. So much to do and time was against
us. To cover more ground, we decided to
split up. Frans went to collect the PJ7PK
licence while the rest of us decided it was
vital to get an actual visual on the rock that
was causing us all this grief. So back to the
marina where we had earlier seen a sign for
private boat charter. We went in and told
them in detail what we wanted. To be fair,
everyone there tried their hardest to
source us a boat, they were getting the
same results as us. However, they did have
their own big rib that could be hired.
Expensive? Yes, and we had to use their
captain! This was a serious rib, had twin
400 HP Yamahas on the back of it and they
used it for private hire for Cruise ship
passengers. Every second day a cruise
ship/ships come but…guess what…today
there was none. The boat was idle. They
WERE willing to take us out to Pelikan and
at least the recce trip could be done. This
rib was well able to move and in less than

Bags dropped, a quick freshen up and off
out again with Frans’s nephew to go boat
hunting. Several marinas were visited that
day, on both sides, French and Dutch, all to
no avail. Some were closed, but those that
were open had some lovely boats available.
Some of these would have been ideal, and
were within our budget. However, once we
started getting serious and showing them
the green, no one wanted anything to do
with us. They all had a system, and what we
were doing was not part of the system.
Imagine handing someone a wad of cash
and them not wanting it? That’s what was
happening here. The only way to get one of
these boats was to go on-line, book it and
pay for it on-line. The charter company
(middleman) would then have to make the
bank transfer (after taking his cut) to the
boat owner who would give his permission.
The boat would then be serviced and
cleaned and might be ready by the end of
the week. It was impossible to get a boat on
the spot. This was a big blow to us as we
had been so sure and so certain of this. This
caused a delay and pushed us a day behind.
Monday came and we woke to hear that a
‘friend of a friend’ had a boat that could
take us. A breakthrough. We couldn’t even
finish our breakfast as our ride was already
outside to bring us to the marina. There we
viewed a boat, two boats in fact, and
although a little grubby and had a lot of
hours on the clock, was found to be
adequate. Either one of them would have
done, so after negotiating a price, the
owner said he would come with us to take
it out for the first hour or so. During this
hour we decided to go to Pelikan and get
the recce trip done. All of us on board and
as we started to leave the bay, the engine
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an hour, we had been to Pelikan, circled it
several times, photographed it, identified a
possible landing spot and came back. A new
plan came into action, and as 2 boats were
needed (one to bring us out and another
small one to get in close to the rocks) it was
decided to use a small rib that Frans’
nephew had, and, Pierre was more than
happy to take us out again in the big rib.

sorted and it would be able for the trip. It
was now or never. We loaded up this boat
the following morning and with Dom and
Frans in tow behind in the small rib, we
headed out of Simpson Bay and headed
towards Pelikan. We made progress, good
progress, almost too good to be true.
Pelikan was now in sight and the closer we
came, the more determined we all were to
make this happen. We slowed right down
next to this rock, and the local guys turned
to us and asked, are you sure this is the
place? Why would anyone want to
overnight here? You white guys are crazy!
For now though, we had more serious
business to be dealing with. The proposed
landing spot that we had identified the
previous day was now under almost 2
meters of swell, and was now impossible to
land here. The risk of bursting the small rib
was too high to even attempt. Again, Dom’s
experience shown and an alternative spot
was a possible option. This would be tricky
though as it would need very fast
manoeuvring of the rib, to and fro, almost
like a dance. There was a 10 foot gap
between two sharp jagged rocks, and this is
when Jeremy, dived into the sea and swam
ashore. He was the first man to land,
followed by Frans who was equally as crazy.
Dom returned to the big rib and got that
skipper to bring him ashore. Ashore is a
very pleasant word, but let me assure you
that it was anything but pleasant. We had
been warned, to use protective footwear at
all times. Poisonous sea urchins are
abundant here and if you step on one, its
needles will pierce the sole of your foot and
the result is…well, not nice to say the least.
The first rock you land on is at a 45 degree
slope, is wet and is covered in seaweed.
You must try to take a giant step from here
and onto a more level rock, but also
covered in seaweed. It takes a few of these
giant steps before one can actually begin to
feel a little grip. The risk of falling is
extremely high. If you fall and do yourself
an injury, it will be very difficult for you to

This local company proved to be invaluable
and this skipper (Pierre) was a godsend. He
had the local knowledge that we needed,
knew the places to bring us, where to
source the right equipment. In fact, that
day alone we sourced everything that we
needed for the DXpedition. We bought 2
generators, fuel cans, extension leads,
tables, chairs, foodstuffs, liquids, hic! fans,
lights and much, much more. He even
arranged for it all to be delivered to the
marina and to load it onto the big rib ready
for departure a few hours from now. Dom
had already left to meet with Frans and
nephew to collect the small rib. Finally, it
was all coming together! Col, Jeremy and I
waited with Pierre for Dom and Frans to
arrive but…..several hours went by and we
feared the worst. The small rib had broken
down and Frans and Dom were waiting to
be rescued. Pelikan was not going to
happen today either. Pushed back again by
another day. The problem we now had was
that Pierre was not available the following
day to help us. It was cruise ship day and
Philipsburg was to be a very different place.
That night, I don’t think any of us slept.
There was a severe lightning storm and
torrential rain. It is hurricane season after
all. Our minds were already in overdrive
thinking of possible ways to execute this
DXpedition. Subconsciously though, we
were all glad NOT to have been out in it,
and stuck on that rock!
This previous boat that we had looked at
was now the only possible option. If we
were to do this, this was our last hope. We
were assured that the problems were now
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be rescued. The landing is difficult even
with all your faculties; imagine trying to
take someone off! Still though, three of our
men were now on the rock. They surveyed
the rock in great detail, left, right, up and
down, all looking for an easier landing spot.
There was none. The three of them all
shook their heads and all agreed that there
was no way possible to land all 5 guys and
equipment. It was certain that someone or
something would end up in the deep
waters. Frans was the first one off the
island and came back to inform both Col
and I of their findings. It was not going to
happen. The skipper was now anxious to
leave and was under pressure to go. So
near and yet so far. At that very moment,
Col realised that the hardest bit was
actually already done. Two guys were
already safe on the rock. This could be the
turning point of the DXpedition. If only we
had one complete station to hand them, so
they could at least make the minimum
required 1000 QSOs.

manoeuvring ribs like this. He must have
been good at it in his day because this day,
he was excellent, driven with precision. The
rib kept bobbing up and down, in and out in
the swell and somehow, he avoided
grounding it. One sudden movement or jerk
and something would have ended up in the
sea for sure. Meanwhile Col and I were
busy getting another complete station
together. Yes, it was still going to be a
compromise but….two stations are better
than one! We knew at this stage that the
complete team could not land. We needed
a ground crew; this is something that we
hadn’t thought about. If all 5 of us had been
on the rock, there was no-one to organise a
way to get us off. Col volunteered to stay
behind along with Frans, who would drive
the rib back to the mainland – he had
already demonstrated his driving skills. We
also needed someone competent enough
to come back out again in case of
emergency and to come to recover us. I
was the last person to get onto that rib and
to go ashore onto that cursed rock. As
Jeremy, Dom and I watched Frans and Col
disappear into the horizon, we immediately
began the station set-up. We were alone,
very alone and isolated. We had everything
we needed to make this happen, a
generator, fuel, 2 complete stations, a little
food and water and most importantly,
determination. We had to get on-air as
soon as possible and begin operating. We
needed to make that required 1000 QSOs
unsure of when and how we were going to
be collected. Our original plan came into
action. The only CW station was going to be
on 30m, with 20 & 17m on SSB. This would
give pretty much 24 hour propagation into
most geographical areas of the globe.
Although all club sponsorship came from
Europe, we wanted to give all areas /
continents equal chances of working us in
this now, shorter window.

I was very conscious of my baggage
allowance and how things were packed. I
had repacked my case earlier that morning
to have one complete station ready in one
case. Frans reminded us of the risks
involved and thought it very likely that it
would end up on the sea bed. After hearing
that, I suggested to try landing the
generator first. If we could do this, we
could land other equipment. If we couldn’t
land it or if it fell, nothing lost as without a
generator we couldn’t be QRV anyway. We
decided to give it a go. At this stage, Dom
and Jeremy were waiting to be collected
and to be brought back. Instead they were
been thrown a generator and told to take
this quickly. Moments later, the generator
was on the rock, Dom and Jeremy still
dumbstruck. What was happening? It’s
going ahead, that’s what’s happening. Frans
went backwards and forwards many times
that afternoon, handing equipment to Dom
and from Dom to Jeremy. It had been 30
years previous when Frans was used to

I was the first station QRV on 17m SSB. The
band was alive. Our 17m vertical dipole was
going to ‘rock this rock’! Infact, the band
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was so busy, it was hard to find a clear
frequency to call CQ. I squeezed myself a
spot on 18.130 and CQ CQ CQ. This is Papa
Japan Seven Papa Kilo, New IOTA NA-247,
QRZ? Zilch! 12 minutes of unanswered CQs
got me frustrated. Was my antenna not
working? Had I microphone / audio
problems? One way to find out. I scanned
the band and found 2 loud stations in QSO.
I broke in and asked for a radio report.
PA2LO was most helpful and obliged. In
fact, Gert was completely aware of our
activation and was waiting for us. There
had been some pirate activity before our
activation using our callsign and so I think
he needed a little convincing. I asked him to
QSY to 18130 and there we continued the
chat. After brief formalities were
exchanged, he was delighted to be the first
QSO with this NEW IOTA group and kindly
agreed to spot me on the DX cluster.
Moments after this all hell broke loose and
the fun began. It was at this moment when
I realised why exactly, I do this
DXpeditioning lark! The pure adrenalin rush
of a pile-up. The goal here was to work the
needed 1000 and anything more than that
was going to be a bonus. The pileups were
huge, most enjoyable and surprisingly,
excellently behaved. The propagation gods
were looking down on us (for once) and we
had openings into all continents at once.
The rate was phenomenal, and one
wouldn’t be long clocking up high QSO
numbers. Jeremy was also QRV at this stage
and running 30m CW where he also
noticed, equally good propagation and pileups.

stone and falling. It was smelly, and signs of
dead crabs were evident. It was also hot,
very hot. It tipped 41 degrees at one point
between these two boulders on our
thermometer. There was no shade – nor air
conditioning! We had a tent but this
increased the ambient temperature even
more. The risks of the dangers from the sun
were high. We certainly didn’t want to
dehydrate. We had to drink often. Our
bottled water was warm, there was no way
to keep it cool. There was no breeze, a
dead heat with high humidity. There was
always the risk of further falling rocks down
upon us. We had to be careful of our
movements. Not to mention all the insect
bites. And we also knew that there was a
high risk of that lightning storm returning.
Basically, we were exposed to all the
elements here and were at Mother
Nature’s mercy.
The pile-ups continued and were never
ending. Jeremy was our main CW op. I took
a break at 500 QSOs and switched and did a
bit on CW to relieve him. It was nearing
midnight, and both stations were in full
swing. Dom on SSB and I was on CW.
Jeremy came up from his rest and told us
that there was a boat coming straight in our
direction at speed. It looked like a police
boat. We were in trouble. A quick check of
the log showed little over 900 QSOs at this
stage. Damn, we need that required 1000.
Again, so near and yet so far! Jeremy got
back into the hot-seat while I tried to
negotiate with the boat. He’s faster than
me. We had to rack up the last remaining
needed QSOs. They had their searchlight on
and were illuminating the rock. They must
have circled it several times before trying to
communicate with us. I’m sure it was at this
point that they realised that they too,
couldn’t get ashore. Not only that, they
couldn’t get us off either . Frans had left
his VHF handheld with us in case of
emergency. This was set to channel 16.
Dom suggested to get them to call us on
channel 16. All I could do was to signal

Life on the island was not pretty. We did
not spend too long on preparing our
operating site. We thought it much more
important to spend that time on making
QSOs. As a result, we set up between two
giant boulders. There had been a previous
rock fall here. The surface was uneven.
There was no comfort and if you decided to
try move about, there was a high risk of
tripping or standing on a loose uneven
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(using my torch) 16, 16, 16, in the hopes
that someone on board knew a little morse.
A carrier was heard on channel 16, end
stopping it was, it had to be them. I have to
say that Dom handled them perfectly. It
was the coastguard, and they were
concerned for our safety. The weather
forecast was not good and they had
received a report from someone on the
mainland. Once they knew that we actually
had permission to be there, and knew what
we were doing, they bided us a farewell
and reminded us to call them again on
channel 16 if there was an emergency. This
was obviously a breakdown in
communication between their
departments.

up. Carefully! Things had to be properly
packed – we knew the dangers. And so the
pack up begins, as does the dangerous
journey back down to that slippery rock. All
this as the temperature rises to over 30
degrees. We are careful not to forget
anything, no trash, this is a wildlife reserve
after all. The only thing that’s left behind is
the pile-ups, still begging for their QSO. We
always set out to try to give this new one to
as many uniques as possible and
discouraged dupes and multiple band slots.
This is unnecessary towards IOTA – one
QSO is surely enough.
The only way to off load the equipment was
for the three of us to go waist deep in the
water and to form a chain. Col was on the
rib with Frans. We passed each case and
each precious piece of equipment to him
and after a few slips and a little foul
mouthed language, all equipment gets
transferred safely and onto the big rib.
Jeremy next, then me and the last to leave
the rock is Dom – he needs to untie the
rope. Everyone gets off safely, and so now
the trip back to Simpson Bay, all of us
exhausted. Unload the boat, make the final
payments, and dispose of some of the
leftover food etc. We donated the left over
equipment, generators, tables and chairs to
those locals that had been good to us for
without them, this would not have
happened.

Operations continued throughout the night
and the pileups were endless. 30m and
20m were the 2 night time bands and
before we knew it, we were well passed the
required 1000 QSO mark. We took it in
turns and ran quite irregular shifts. There
was always a spare man waiting to take
over and both radios were always manned.
We had so little time to try pack in as much
as we could. Time goes by remarkably quick
when running at this speed, and before we
knew it, the sun was starting to come up.
We had survived the night on Pelikan. We
were lucky though, we knew that, and
decided to count our blessings and not to
risk another night.
We were at Pierre’s mercy on when to
collect us and despite our requests for 2
hours’ notice, a twin-engined 400 Horse
power rib moves remarkably quick and got
to us in no time. Both stations ran
continuously but as there was a slight null
on 30m, that was the first station to shut
down. We had tuned our vertical dipole for
10m as that band was wide open and
continued the pileups until the last minute.
We went QRT at 13:24 with EI8BLB being
the last station in the log.

They say a picture paints a thousand words,
but, a picture can also be deceiving. To
some, this DXpedition looked easy despite
of our difficulties. Were we over
exaggerating? Those who followed us on
Twitter often saw pictures of nice blue skies
and couldn’t see any danger. WX here was
always a major safety concern. We had
experienced that lightning / thunderstorm
on our second night. Not nice. We were so
thankful that we had not been exposed on
the rock that night. We learnt that the day
after we all flew home, Hurricane Gonzalo
hit Simpson Bay with winds of over 125

Now, of course there was a sudden rush to
dismantle, get everything down and to pack
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mph. More than 12 people injured, over 30
boats sank, severe structural damage, one
man confirmed dead and several still
missing.

our ever increasing costs. Now the
enormous job of QSLing is just beginning
for Dom, 3Z9DX our QSL manager. The QSL
is being designed and will be available
shortly. Thanks to everyone for calling us
and thanks to the IOTA committee who
have already approved and validated this
operation towards credit. For video
footage, photos, on-line log and more, visit
our website: www.pj7pk.net

We on the other hand, achieved what we
set out to do somewhat, we activated the
new IOTA, netted 2,200 QSOs in little over
17 hours, gave a new one to the deserving
and most of all, got through all the mishaps
and hardships together as a team. We are
most thankful to our generous sponsors
and individual donors for helping to offset

Vy 73 de Dave EI9FBB

Documenting Amateur Radio History in Club Log
Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ
CDXC members will be aware that a lot of
time has been spent over the last six years
researching various aspects of amateur
radio history for Club Log. Much of this
work has been documented in Club Log. I
had been thinking for some time that I
should perhaps write an article for the
Digest to bring this documentation to the
attention of CDXC members, as I am sure
that many are not aware of the extent and
scope of it. When Chris, G3SVL said that he
would occasionally like to publish some of
this work in the Digest, and asked me to
provide an introduction to it, that finally
spurred me to write this article.

soon began badgering Michael, G7VJR to
add callsign exceptions for stations in my
log (I was at that time a user, and had no
involvement with Club Log other than that).
Michael soon became fed-up with that (!),
and gave me admin rights so that I could
add the callsign exceptions that I needed
for my own log, and so a new hobby was
born, and the long road of researching
callsign history began!
Initial Research
It soon became apparent that, whilst there
was a vast amount of fragmented
information scattered around the internet
in QSL galleries, old DX bulletins,
DXpedition reports and so on, as well as in
the log-books, QSL collections and minds of
an ageing amateur radio population, other
than the excellent Dokufunk site, there was
no centralised repository of historical
callsign information. It seemed clear that it
would be beneficial to document the
results of the research within Club Log
itself, making it immediately available to
the growing Club Log user community, but

A little Club Log history
I first became involved in Club Log in early
2008. At that time Club Log mapped all
QSOs with current prefixes, just as contest
logging software does. There was no builtin prefix history at all. There were certain
callsign exceptions, but these were openended, i.e. not date-bounded.
Although rudimentary at that time, the
potential of Club Log was obvious, and I
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there was, at the time, no facility in Club
Log to accommodate this documentation.
That was soon rectified.

won’t find a comment for G3PMR or
5B4AHJ!
At the time of writing there are in the
region of 12,000 comments, many of which
contain images.

Documentation Levels
Documentation of callsign history in Club
Log is at two levels:



Higher Level Documentation
During the life of Club Log, it was some
time before there was a means of
documenting information at a level higher
than the callsign level.

At the callsign level – information
appertaining to a specific callsign
At a higher level, documenting such
things as political events and
administrative changes and other
aspects that apply to individual
DXCC entities, prefixes etc.

Eventually Club Log had a Help Desk, and
this turned out to be an ideal place to
document higher level history. The Help
Desk is accessed by selecting the Help item
on the top menu in Club Log. From within
the Help Desk, select the Solutions tab and
then DXCC Mappings.

Documentation at the Callsign Level
To enable data appertaining to individual
callsigns to be documented, Michael added
the facility in Club Log to add a comment
to a callsign, and for the user community to
be able to view it. A little later, Michael
added the capability to add images, which
enabled QSLs and other images to be
displayed as part of the comment.

Information is grouped by continent, or
other major geographical area, and
contains numerous articles on callsign
history together with a few relating to the
mapping process of Club Log.
For example there is an article listing every
prefix change of significance that was
mentioned in DX News Sheets and other
sources. Below are a few examples of other
types of article.

These comments are accessed by selecting
the Call Tester item from the left-hand
menu in Club Log and entering the callsign
of interest.
Also, if a user receives feedback from an
upload indicating a discrepancy between
the DXCC entity that the user has claimed,
and the DXCC entity computed by Club Log,
a link is provided to the Call Tester
comment, if one exists.

Antarctica - articles on the formation of the
British Antarctic Territory in 1962, Chilean
Antarctic callsigns, the system used to
construct a callsign for stations operating
from Argentinian bases in Antarctica, and
more.

Call Tester comments contain the
background to mapping decisions, stories
and anecdotes about the station of
interest, QSL images and so on. The
comments generally are for callsigns whose
DXCC entity cannot be unambiguously
determined from the callsign, or callsigns of
historical significance such as preindependence callsigns, special callsigns
used post WWII etc. Run-of-the mill
callsigns don’t have comments, so you

Africa - a fairly lengthy article covering
independence dates and prefix changes for
all African states that became independent,
a short article on British military and civilian
prefixes used in North Africa and the
Mediterranean region from 1947, a
description of various territories in North
West Africa that are, or were, administered
by Spain such as Western Sahara (exSpanish Sahara), Rio de Oro and other
territories in the region, plus quite a few
more articles.
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Asia – many articles, covering Palestine &
Gaza, the birth of Pakistan and Bangladesh,
DPRK, Myanmar, British Sovereign Base
Areas of Cyprus and others.

There are also several articles on UK special
event callsigns and many articles on various
aspects of the Russian Federation and the
Soviet Union.
At the time of writing there are 126 articles
(web pages) in the DXCC Mappings section
of the Club Log Help Desk.

Caribbean – Desecheo, Navassa and the
rather complicated history of the infamous
PJs.

Finally
There is a wealth of amateur radio history
contained within Club Log. The higher level
documentation is open for all to view. The
Call Tester callsign-specific documentation
is restricted to registered Club Log users.

Europe – many articles including the
strange callsigns used by members of the
Allied Central Mediterranean Forces from
1946-48, the various entities of Germany,
the Baltic States, and others, right up to the
topical subject of Crimea and DXCC.

I encourage CDXC members to read some
of the documentation and provide
feedback to improve it. The research job on
Club Log is far from complete, so the
amount of documentation will continue to
grow.

North America - just a few articles including
the 1975 Bicentennial prefixes, and US
administered prefixes post WWII.
Oceania/Pacific – articles covering the
Australs, Marquesas, the rarest KHs and the
intriguing story of the Canterbury and
Enderbury Islands Condominium, plus
others.

Thanks to Michael, G7VJR for providing a
wonderful tool and platform for this work,
as well as an intriguing new hobby.

South America – from an amateur radio
perspective, South America has been fairly
uneventful, so there’s just one article, on
the 450th anniversary of the city of
Asuncion, Paraguay.

Thanks also to the many DXers, QSL card
collectors, historians and the producers of
many web resources, without whom none
of this work would have been possible.

The CDXC Digital Diary
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
Other data modes
Well, it looks as though I have managed to
stir up some people regarding other modes.
If you read the Letters to the Editor, you
will see the full letter there and also my
response, so I won’t repeat too much of
that in my column. However, it was good to
receive the letter from Evan Duffield
M0TJU. Evan has obviously tried quite a few

of the Piccolo modes and seems to be
advocating using one for use on 20 metres.
Are there any other users out there that
would be prepared to use those modes on
a more regular basis? We all seem to be
busy these days with other things, but at
least the winter months will give us more
time indoors so perhaps that might
encourage activity.
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I know the JT modes are gaining popularity
and Ian, GM3KLN emailed me to let me
know that he uses JT for Meteor Scatter. He
also has contacts on HF using JT where he
would not be able to work stations due to
antenna limitations.

stations on 6 metres but it is not known as
the White Noise Band for nothing! Again
watch this space and as soon as final details
are decided I will report them here as well
as on the BARTG web site.
N1MM Plus
Well, it has arrived, and after installing the
main program and updating after running
it, I am now on version 0.19.4101 as I type.
I have not finalized the setting up as yet,
but most seems OK to me. I do like the auto
updating feature, much like Logger32 and
being a new version there will be a lot of
updates I feel over the next few months.

These links will also help:
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/ check out the WSJT and WSJT-X links. WSJT
10.0 has a comprehensive tutorial / help
section: worth wading through. Includes
sound samples too so can decode “off-line”
before venturing out.
http://www.jt6m.org/about.php (bit out
of date but good background)

There are numerous improvements over
the old version and to see what’s new, go
to:

Any feedback on other quirky modes
welcome, just to let the world know that
there is activity on other data modes.

http://n1mm.hamdocs.com/tikiindex.php?page=What%27s+New+in+N1M
M+Logger+Plus

RSGB Convention
This was at Kents Hill Conference Centre in
Milton Keynes and I took pleasure in
making a presentation to the three people
who came to the rescue of BARTG and our
logging quandary! They were Pete Lindsay
G4CLA, who allowed us to use the RSGB
Robot, Mike Goodey G0GJV, who helped
with the software, and Simone Wilson
M0BOX who is the BARTG Contest
Manager. I managed to make a mess of the
times (these had been changed!) but at
least we did manage it eventually!

It’s probably a good idea to read all about it
before taking the plunge. You can install
the new “PLUS” version on the same
machine as the old version, and then run
either. You CANNOT run both
simultaneously however, not that you
would wish to! Setting the colours, skins
and fonts to suit you is fairly
straightforward, although I have not as yet
found out how to import a font that I like to
use for the digital window. It really is a
question of taking the time to play with it
first.

Simone is doing an excellent job as Contest
Manager and the log presentation is very
professional, and just what it should look
like! If you enter a BARTG contest you will
be pleasantly surprised.

The old version is now frozen so no more
updates will be issued for that. Hence it is a
good idea to set aside a few hours to
download and install the new version.
When you do, you will see that it does, in
fact, put two N1MM Logger+ directories on
your machine. One goes to your
DOCUMENTS folder and the working part of
the program goes to PROGRAM FILES. The
program then refers to the directory in your
document folder for your user files. I made
the mistake of thinking it was in fact an

The next BARTG RTTY contest will be in
January 2015 so there is plenty of time to
get prepared for that.
At the Convention there was a suggested
new BARTG contest for the summer on 6
metres. The UKSMG are keen to see it
happen so watch this space! It could be an
interesting one. I have worked a few RTTY
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error when downloading, so I deleted the
one in My Documents and then wondered
why the program would not run properly!

example, call signs and exchanges can be
grabbed and moved to the Entry window
with one click. Fingers are now uncrossed!
As any “real” CW man will tell you, nothing
beats that gray stuff between your ears, so
best get on and practice your CW. This is
one art form that should not be discarded.

Band mapping is hugely improved and
allows for toggling between your current
frequency and your last run frequency and
also between wide and narrow filters.
Navigation of the band map is also
improved.

I have not used N1MM+ in anger as yet and
will not until I am happy with the complete
installation, but it does look very good so
far.

The information screen is highly
configurable all with the aim of improving
rates.

Digital Skimmer
This came from Walter Dallmeier DL4RCK
www.dl4rck.de

Likewise the grayline map. Spots that pass
the current filters are shown, up to a userdefined limit, and only one dot per long/lat.
Hovering the mouse over a spot will display
the call sign.

“I changed the software architecture of the
DCS (Digital-Cluster-System). Partly
changed to an AR-Cluster system (many
thanks for the support).

Spot matching in the Check window looks
completely different, and you have colour
highlighting of the unmatched characters,
together with the ability to look in four
different sources for the look-up.

Telnet: dl4rck.ham-radio-op.net Port:
8000 (as usual)
The Digital-Cluster DCS combined now all
digital spots from all RTTYSkimmerServer at
RBN, all RCKskimmer direct on DCS
connected and all user inputs on any DXcluster.

The digital window display has changed
too. Users now have the option of a nonscrolling text display, so that text won't
scroll out from under your mouse cursor.
Text runs to the bottom of the screen and
then resumes at the top, with a line
separating the old and new text. This is
very useful. Many times I have cursed at
the screen as I am chasing text upwards!

Only CQ-spots of RTTY and PSK are
distributed. New user-filters are possible.
But the standard filter will send out only
CQ-RTTY/PSK-spots. Filter changes are
remained on the cluster.

This “improvement” I am not so sure
about! Being a die-hard CW man, I am not
so sure this should be mentioned! However
I do so with my fingers crossed! A new
capability to use CW decoding software to
display received CW in a text window has
been added. This window is displayed
instead of the Digital Interface when a CW
contest is selected. Two decoding "engines"
are supported - Fldigi (which is one of the
engines already supported for digital
modes), and CwGet (shareware).

Useful digital-filters are:

The window is clickable like the Digital
Interface, for serious contesting. For

Set DX Filter -> Turns on all spots including
skimmer and CW

Set Dx Filter comment=*RTTY* or
comment=*PSK* -> Only RTTY/PSK spots
(standard)
Set Dx Filter comment=*RTTY* -> Only
RTTY spots
Set DX Filter comment=*PSK* -> Only PSK
spots
Set DX Filter Not Skimmer -> No skimmer
spots
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SH Filter -> show your current filter setup

spots can be taken from RBN
http://www.reversebeacon.net/ if the
skimmers owner will feed this system.”

RCKskimmer remains under development.
This program has an interface to RBN.
PSK31/63/125 spots can be sent to this
system furthermore. I will switch off only
the distribution cluster system DCS. In late
December dl4rck.ham-radio-op.net:8000
will not be reachable anymore. But the PSK

See you on the Green Keys.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

IOTA NEWS
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE ON IOTA (24
SEPTEMBER 2014)
The RSGB has announced that it is inviting
the current IOTA Management team to
establish a group, consisting of national and
international participants from within the
IOTA Community who have the motivation,
skills and enthusiasm, to take the
programme forward. The main focus will be
on the development of online island credit
submission (Paperless QSLing) as a new
feature of the programme. The plan is then
for this group to run IOTA in partnership
with the RSGB. In the meantime no
immediate policy, management or
personnel changes are planned. See the
text of the press release below:

the UK and overseas to celebrate this
important milestone in DX history.
Those close to it have been anxious to
ensure the sustainability of the IOTA
programme over the next 50 years and
have spent some time reviewing the
challenges and opportunities it faces. A
number of issues have been identified:
firstly, the heavy reliance of the programme
on just a few key people; secondly, the need
to ensure that IT support for the
programme is modern and robust and will
include online island credit submission akin
to LoTW; and thirdly, a requirement for a
friendlier and more accessible website
which will be of greater use to both
newcomers and the more experienced
island chaser.

“Islands on the Air (IOTA) celebrated its
50th anniversary as a premier DX
programme in July 2014, under the care of
the RSGB and the IOTA manager, Roger
Balister G3KMA. The last fifty years has
seen the programme grow to 2,500 active
island chasers and approximately 15,000
more casual participants. It is perhaps
second in scale and scope to the DXCC
award; indeed, many would argue it is a
step beyond that programme. The 50th
Anniversary event in Windsor was very
successful, with enthusiasts travelling from

The review accepted without question that
all island and participant databases should
be preserved and that any changes should
be backwards-compatible. In addition, it
was important to seek ways to rejuvenate
and ensure the sustainability of the
programme. This vision we loosely called
“New IOTA”.
Over the summer, one particular pathway
began to emerge. It was that of partnership
rather than a top-down approach which
had characterised some aspects of the
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programme’s management in the past. The
RSGB Board is agreed that the IOTA team
should be invited to establish a group to
develop and implement the “New IOTA”
concept, with the RSGB providing seed-corn
finance and other appropriate support. This
approach acknowledges that the strength
of the programme lies with its national and
international participants whom, we are
assured, have the motivation, skills and
enthusiasm to develop the programme and
to promote it to its full potential. This way
forward has the full support of the IOTA
team and has been welcomed by the wider
IOTA community both at home and abroad.

UPDATE OF DATA IN IOTA DIRECTORY
(MAY 2014 EDITION)
Eleven New Iota Groups announced on 5
July 2014 at IOTA Convention, Windsor
AF-118P CN Mediterranean Sea Coast
group, Morocco (=Jaegerschmidt, Los
Farallones) 34o59–35o56N 002o13–
006o15W
Comment: New ‘coastal islands’ group.
AF-119P S7 Coetivy Island, Seychelles
(=Coetivy) 06o58–07o18S 056o08–056o25E
Comment: New ‘remote island’ group.
Coetivy has been deleted from AF-024 and
the ‘co-ordinates box’ amended.

Our initial feedback is best summed up by
Don Chamberlain MD, W9DC, who said

AS-200 JA5 Shikoku’s Coastal Islands, Japan
(=for islands see RSGB IOTA website under
AS-200) 32o40–34o35N 132o00–134o52E

“I am excited that the RSGB is combining
with IOTA enthusiasts around the world to
create a ‘New IOTA’ program. Their efforts
will resolve most existing QSL and
submission issues and will encourage IOTA
chasers to participate in this very
prestigious and challenging award.”

Comment: New ‘coastal islands’ group. The
island entry against AS-076 has been
amended.
AS-201 TA Sea of Marmara Islands, Turkey
(=Avsa [aka Turkeli], Imrali, Marmara,
Pasalimani, Prince Isls [namely Burgazada,
Buyukada, Heybeliada, Kasik, Kinaliada,
Sedef, Sivriada, Tavsan, Yassiada]) 40o18–
41o04N 026o10–029o31E

Over the next nine months the group will be
asked, through a market/user-led
approach, to develop a plan for the “New
IOTA” programme to embrace
management and governance, IT, data
management and security, and a review of
partnering options and any other relevant
topics. It is envisaged that this will lead to a
devolved structure, with a Memorandum of
Understanding to clearly delineate the
responsibilities of all parties.

Comment: New ‘coastal islands’ group.
AS-202P A9 Hawar Islands, Bahrain
(=Hawar Isls [namely Hawar, Rabad al
Gharbiyar, Rabad ash Sharqiyah, Suwad al
Janubiyah, Suwad ash Shamliyah]) 25o32–
25o47N 050o41–050o51E
Comment: New “officially recognised island
group”. Hawar Islands have been deleted
from AS-002 and the ‘co-ordinates box’
amended.

The Society and the programme’s
Management believe that the resulting
governance structure, management
processes and IT framework will ensure the
IOTA programme is not only sustainable
into the next years of the 21st century, but
continues to grow and play the prominent
role that it has done in Amateur Radio
DXing and contest activity for the last fifty
years.

AS-203P R0X Shelikhova Bay group, Asiatic
Russia (=Dobrzhanskogo, Konus, Rovnyy,
Skala, Tretiy, Zubchatyy) 59o00–62o41N
159o40–165o05E
Comment: The currently named Shelikhova
Bay group (AS-091) is being split to allow
islands north of Ptichiy Island to count

John Gould G3WKL, President RSGB
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separately. All previous amateur radio
activity has been from Ptichiy Island which
will remain AS-091. The title of AS-091 has
been renamed ‘Sea of Okhotsk Coast group’
and the ‘co-ordinates box’ amended.

The ‘co-ordinates box’ of NA-009 has been
amended.

EU-190P RI1FJ Viktoriya Island, Franz Josef
Land (=Viktoriya) 80o05–80o12N 036o30–
037o10E

Comment: New ‘remote island’ group.
These two islands have been deleted from
OC-248 which has been renamed ‘Sonsorol
Islands group’. The ‘co-ordinates box’ of
OC-248 has been amended.

OC-296P T8 Tobi and Helen Islands, Palau
(=Helen, Tobi) 02o40–03o10N 131o00–
132o00E

Comment: New ‘remote island’ group.
Viktoriya has been deleted from EU-019
and the ‘co-ordinates box’ amended.

Withdrawal of AN-014 Berkner Island from
the IOTA List

EU-191 YO, UR Fericirii Island,
Romania/Ukraine (=Fericirii) 45o09–45o13N
029o45–029o47E

Berkner Island, the sole qualifying island of
AN-014, has been on the IOTA list since the
very start of the IOTA Programme. It was
regularly shown on maps as a large island,
albeit covered with a layer of very thick ice,
separating the Ronne Ice Shelf from the
Filchner-Ronne Ice Shelf. Some contacts
were made by LU1ZX from the old General
Belgrano 111 Base on the island more than
30 years ago – no more than a handful are
credited on the IOTA database. The remote
possibility of a second operation that might
be mounted at huge expense has caused
IOTA Management to review the retention
of Berkner Island on the list. In recent years
there have been authentic reports from the
scientific community that Berkner Island is
an ice-rise and that no part of the landmass under it would be above water if
there were no ice. This seems to have
gathered credence with map-makers as the
considered view of the scientific
community. Faced with information that
confirms that the ice-rise does not meet
IOTA’s qualification rules as a valid island
IOTA Management have taken the decision
to withdraw AN-014 from the IOTA list with
immediate effect before any further
operation takes place. The few existing
credits will be withdrawn no later than 1
January 2015.

Comment: New ‘split sovereignty island’
group.
NA-247 PJ7 Sint Maarten’s Coastal Islands
(=Guana Key of Pelikan, Molly Beday [aka
Mal Aborder]) 18o00– 18o04N 062o57–
063o10W
Comment: New ‘coastal islands’ group of a
split sovereignty island.
NA-248P VE8, VY0 NWT (Melville Island)
group, Canada (=Borden, Brock, Eglinton,
Emerald, Mackenzie King, Melville, Prince
Patrick) 74o20–78o50N 105o00–123o30W
This leaves NA-009 as follows:
NA-009 VY0 Nunavut (Devon Island) group,
Canada (=Baillie-Hamilton, Bathurst, Byam
Martin, Cameron, Coburg, Cornwall,
Cornwallis, Devon, Graham, Grosvenor,
Lougheed) 74o24–77o51N 079o00–106o10W
Comment: The very large territorial/sea
area covered by NA-009, Nunavut (Parry
Islands) is divided administratively between
NWT and Nunavut by straight line coordinates (in some cases across an island).
Following practice elsewhere, these islands
are now split into two IOTA groups. Devon
and Melville Islands, the largest islands in
each, are among the next largest “large
islands” in size after others that have been
given separate numbers because of size.
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IOTA reference numbers issued since
publication of IOTA Directory:
AS-200 JA5 Shikoku’s Coastal Islands
(Japan)
AS-201 TA
(Turkey)

OC-115 P29VCX Kiriwina Island,
Trobriand Islands
(September 2014)
OC-122 YB4IR/5 Tambelan Besar Island,
Tambelan Islands
(August 2014)

Sea of Marmara Islands

OC-122 YF1AR/5 Tambelan Besar Island,
Tambelan Islands
(July/August 2014)

EU-191 YO UR Fericirii Island
(Romania/Ukraine)
NA-247 PJ7 Sint Maarten’s Coastal
Islands (Sint Maarten)
OC-294 VK

OC-173 VK5CE/8
2014)

Sandy Island (Australia)

Bathurst Island (August

OC-188 DX8DX
Pangutaran Island
(September 2014)

Operations which have provided
acceptable validation material:
AF-032 5H1NE
Zanzibar Island
(July/August 2014)

OC-218 TX4A
Matthew Island,
Matthew and Hunter Islands
(September 2014)

AS-200 Accepted on the basis of activity by
several JA5 stations

OC-222 YB4IR/8 Obi Island, Obi Islands
(September 2014)

AS-201 TA0/DF8DX Buyukada Island,
Prince Islands
(July 2014)

OC-222 YB8RW/P
(September 2014)

OC-240 P29NI
Loloata Island
(September 2014)

EU-026 JW/KH0PR Spitsbergen Island,
Svalbard
(June/July 2014)
EU-191 YP0F
2014)

Fericirii Island (August

NA-247 PJ7PK
(October 2014)

Pelikan Key, Sint Maarten

OC-258 P29NI
Kranket Island
(September 2014)
OC-294 VK6ISL Sandy Island
(September 2014)
This list can include operations where
validation material was volunteered,
i.e. not specifically required for credit to be
given. In all cases, cards
now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards.

OC-008 P29VCX New Britain Island,
Bismarck Archipelago
(September 2014)
OC-076 YB4IR/8
Islands
(October 2014)
OC-076 YB8RW/P
Islands
(October 2014)

Obi Island, Obi Islands

Taliabu Island, Sula

This means that the island name should be
printed on the card.
Taliabu Island, Sula

Best regards
Roger, G3KMA
E-mail: g3kma@dsl.pipex.com
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RSGB Convention 2014
Roger Western, G3SXW
The ‘HF Convention’ became the ‘RSGB
Convention’ a while ago when it was
decided that size matters: VHF was bolted
onto HFC, with higher attendance so
everyone would be happy, especially the
accountants. But there are those who still
feel that smaller might be better, HF only.
Be that as it may, RSGB seems intent on
merging the two disparate groups whether
we like it or not.

high (£269 for two nights) but this is a
country-wide problem. Bar was inadequate
but staff worked hard. As is normal these
days noise level in communal areas was
way, way, way too high.
Programme
To be fair last year was the RSGB centenary
which deserved celebration. But it just
went too far, replacing the DX and Contest
content with too many historical talks. So, I
had a good old moan in CDXC Digest at this
time last year and was promptly asked for
concrete suggestions. Money where mouth
is, ‘n all that.

So, we were all expected to pay our hardearned and show up following what was,
let’s admit it, a rather lack-lustre event last
year. I professed that I wouldn’t attend this
year, preferring the IOTA Convention
instead of, rather than as well as, RSGBC.
But two things then happened: my very
good friend Bob K4UEE said that he would
attend and the draft lecture programme
was published. Both were good news and
the new venue, who knows, might turn out
to be better than Horwood House. So I was
dragged into buying a ticket, kicking and
screaming. Having laid out the equivalent of
a week’s holiday in the Med I looked
forward to seeing Bob and presented a
stoical face to the Convention: we shall see,
I thought, trying to remain positive.

I suggested reinstatement of ‘Contest
University’ and found Mark M0DXR only
too willing. What a fine fellow! Then let’s
get the star of the show on the programme,
the ‘DXpedition of the Year’,
FT5ZM/Amsterdam Island – and Bingo it all
started falling into place. Congrats and
thanks to RSGB, especially Elaine, for
pulling together such a complex
programme.
In fact, I still feel that there are too many
(some 70) lectures. Three-four rather than
five lecture streams would be enough: DX,
Contest and ‘Others’ while allowing more
time for socialising. It’s good to have wide
choice but there are inevitably conflicts. For
example the two propagation talks clashed.

Venue
We had some difficulty finding the venue
but once located I thought it was just fine.
As with all these places it was a bit of a
rabbit warren but soon mastered. There
were some complaints about the rooms
(unrefurbished?) and there are several
specific but important moans, see below,
but the conference rooms were a huge
improvement both in size and comfort.

‘DX Forum’ provided lively, constructive
debate. ‘Contest Adjudication’ less so, more
a case of being told. But another serious
clash was the ‘Contest Forum’ and ‘Ofcom
update’ which promised fireworks and did
not disappoint!

Staff were efficient and friendly. Food was
good, especially the lamb shank Saturday
dinner which was truly excellent. Price too

Suggestions for Next Year
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stick with the new venue but cut the
price e.g. no Conference goodies: the

jolly nice folder must have added a fiver
to the ticket price



reduce the number of lectures, and
therefore clashes



keep emphasis on HF DX & Contests,
the majority audience

check-out time 9am too early, clashed
with breakfast



sandwich lunch option



schedule more time for socialising





install laptops in each lecture room,
speakers bring presentations on flashdrive

better signage from the main road (37th
roundabout, it seemed)



full programme on RSGB web-site: I had
to keep digging out RadCom






video-tape at least the more important
presentations to upload to YouTube
later



or even some selected live-streaming

Marks out of Ten
Location: 6; Venue: 8; rooms mixed 4-8;
Bar: 3; Meals: 9; Price: 5; Organisation: 9;
Lectures: 7
Overall enjoyment: 7.

Mini-Moans


both nights, at earliest - and real ale
my room was fine but others
complained

Pretty darned good. I never give anyone top
marks, just on principle!

the bar is important. A sign advised that
it would stay open until midnight on
Friday but it closed at 11pm. Needs 1am

Any changes to your CDXC membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your


Postal address?



E-mail address?



Telephone number?

With a bit of hassle we can usually track these down, but it takes time.
So please advise Secretary Tony, G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of any such changes. He
will also advise you of any new passwords to access CMIS.
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Doctor Dit’s QSD Review
New high-end radio feature brings instant gratification
Earlier this summer, rumours of a new highend radio, the Yaycom ST-1000DX began to
circulate. I shall not relay all of this
information, but I feel sure there is one
particular feature that will attract much
attention.

radio there are fully motorised PL-259
connectors to relieve the operator of any
menial tasks. As always with Yaycom, the
rig is furnished with a truly magnificent
on/off switch. These are all features that
will lend authority to the owner of this fine
radio.

Fellow DXers will be familiar with the issue
of pile-up frustration, caused by
inconsiderate distraction of the DX station
with louder signals than our own. Indeed,
sporting a sensible Yagi and a good
amplifier, a reasonable period of time – 2
minutes or perhaps three calls - to invest in
a pile up will often be exceeded. In the case
of an all-time new one, fellow DXers will
often have no choice but to then sink even
more effort into calling, before a QSO is
finally logged. What we would not give to
end this strife!

But, when the going gets too tough and the
contact is starting to seem impossible, with
a simple and satisfying push of the button,
the QSO is automatically logged and
confirmed.

Now, hot on the heels of Online QSL
Requests (OQRS) - a well-known online
service allowing PayPal payments for QSL
cards - Yaycom have announced the
availability of an external button which can
be connected to this flagship radio,
providing the possibility of instant payment
for a QSO.
I must stress, the deserving owner is
provided first and foremost with an
extremely high-end radio. Spoofing filters
as narrow as 10Hz offer isolation equivalent
to a supernova next to a QRP signal; this
makes it perfect for our European pileups.
Spectrum occupancy is visible with superbly
balanced analogue needle gauges
conveniently located next to the contest
splatter buttons, and on the rear of the

The cost of using the button and is unclear
at the time of writing, but commentary
suggests it is likely to depend on the nature
of the DX station (more for fleeting
opportunities to work science officers
based on Antarctic islands, less for FSDXA
operations, I expect). No doubt further
possibilities such as “Like” buttons will be
under consideration, too.
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E-mails to the Editor
From Barry, G4MFW/ZS1FJ/9V1FJ (from
where I operate from time to time)
Dear Editor

Scotch whisky etc.! Yes we used Club Log
on ZL7AAA. And believe it or not I learned
to like using a computer log! Where would
DXers be if there was not a cluster? I never
had that for most of my DXing in the 70’s to
late 90’s.

I think I am one of the oldest DXpeditioners
at the age of close to 82, and I enjoy all
your CDXC coverage of what is going on.

Re CDXC, I would like to read more about
the latest transceivers. How about REAL
comparisons of noise reduction comparing
one with another on the same timing. For
myself I find reviews do not help me much.
Especially as I use phone more. Also being
of the older generation, I would like more
rigs that do not have a lot of memory
functions.

On the other hand I am one of the old
school and find it daunting to use all the
new “helps” for DXers as I am one of those
too. I have worked 339 countries and need
one more. When I went on the Swains
Island NH8S DXpedition I lost the chance of
working my last country but .........I guess to
choose which one depends on priorities.
However I asked ZS1ZL to work my station
and make the contact which he did. So I
suppose I could have claimed it but felt a
bit unhappy so I left it.

My favourite rig though I have a number of
newer ones, is the Kenwood TS-50. No
effort required for me. It is quite difficult to
find as many hams just don’t part with
them. And mostly we need a spare one for
parts.

I can say that of all the islands I have ever
been on the best was Swains. Swains is a
self-supporting island / plenty of water,
coconuts and bananas, fish, crab and fertile
soil. it is now easier to get there from
American Samoa as Alex Jennings now has
a much smaller vessel I believe can get
there is 10 hours or so. So it will soon be
scarce again and would make a fine CDXC
DXpedition. Unlike so many pacific ones it is
easy to get there from the UK via Honolulu
and on to American Samoa. The story of
Samoa is amazing historically and that great
book “Samoa” is engrossing.

Well this is an update form an old timer, my
first DXpedition was a “one man” ZL8
Kermadec in 1995.
73 and happy hunting
From The TX6G Team
Dear Digest Editor,
The TX6G team would like thank and
express our warm appreciation to the CDXC
membership, especially Neville, for the
unexpected and most welcome plaque
awarded at the RSGB Convention. It is
gratifying to be recognised for our efforts
and even more so to have so many CDXC
members in the TX6G log! Without your
QSOs, we would just be sat on the beach
drinking beer…

I wonder if CDXC members worked us in
March on ZL7AAA? I have never
experienced such huge pile ups. Sandro
VE7NY and I sometimes had 12 hour shifts.
My XYL says it’s my last but I am on the
Heard Island one soon. I am trying to keep
active at my advanced age and am grateful
for all the help I get. I mean that because
being an “old timer” I find it easier for me
to just use a paper log. I never asked for
financial help as I don’t spend much on

73 Don G3BJ, Chris G3SVL, Nigel G3TXF,
David G3WGN, Don G3XTT, Hilary G4JKS &
Justin G4TSH
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From Evan Duffield, M0TJU
Dear Roger, G3LDI

JT65A by – for lack of a better term – the
amateur radio ‘elite’: the peak bodies,
clubs/societies and publications. That is a
generalisation, of course, and one can point
to the series of articles on digital (which
included instalments devoted to some rarer
modes) by Mike Richards in Practical
Wireless and Andy Talbot’s in Radcom.
However, promotion is not simply about
making people familiar with all the digital
modes under the Sun; it involves deciding
what modes you would prefer operators to
be using for much of their time operating.
Looking at the Piccolo modes, some
agreement should be reached as to what
modulation type to commonly use. In other
words, a decision should be made as to
what mode should be utilised in, say, the
14070-14080kHz segment of the 20-metre
band. (The area around 14107 – and
sections of other bands – can be reserved
for quirky modes and experimentation.)

I am writing in response to your mentioning
of the lack of material sent in by CDXC
Digest readers regarding the less-used HF
data modes. Having had some experience
operating the multi-FSK (or ‘Piccolo’) modes,
I thought that I’d pass on some of my
thoughts regarding these.
While not a frequent user of the Piccolo
modes, I do give them a go whenever
possible, usually responding to CQ calls
rather than trying to initiate contacts.
Unfortunately, activity on these modes –
with the exception of JT65A, of the WSJT
suite – is relatively rare. Many of these
modes have much to offer, in that they are
robust, fast and able to facilitate proper
conversation while being reasonably
spectrum-efficient. Their existence and
characteristics deserve to be widely
recognised, and the choice of what
member(s) of their family should be
commonly used needs to be discussed
within the amateur radio community.

The main players in our hobby should
initiate a conversation to establish the
preferred commonly-used Piccolo mode as
soon as they can. The delay in undertaking
such a rigorous discussion has
unfortunately meant that much water has
passed under the bridge, with the rubberstamp modes of JT65A and JT9 dominating
band segments that should be the preserve
of Piccolo. That said, many of those looking
for a ‘better RTTY’, I suspect, believe that
WSJT is the only option, and will be open to
a conversational multi-FSK mode. (Minutelong continuous transmissions with a 100%
duty cycle must be a concern of JT users,
too.)

The non-WSJT Piccolo modes (which, from
now on I’ll simply term ‘the Piccolo modes’)
suffer for a couple of reasons other than
from their general obscurity: for one, the
sheer number of different modes and the
plethora of variants of these in terms of
spectrum spread and number of tones used.
I just wonder how many people hear a
Piccolo-sounding signal and do their best to
decide whether it’s Olivia or Contestia, and
then try to determine the number of
discrete tones being utilised...and then give
up. Sure, there is the Reed Solomon ID,
which can be sent immediately preceding
the actual teletype signal, and will enable
the receiver’s computer to establish the
mode being used. Unfortunately, only some
digimode programs are able to send (and
decode) this.

What Piccolo mode, then, should be
promoted? My preference would be
MFSK16, which is reasonably fast: 42wpm;
has great sensitivity (i.e. the minimum SNR
required to copy the signal): minus 13dB; its
16 tones are spread across a fairly narrow
chunk of spectrum: 316Hz; has robust error
correction; and handles multipath well.
Another good choice would be Olivia 500/8

Secondly, there is little promotion of HF
digital modes other than RTTY, PSK and
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(8 different tones spread across half a
kilohertz). One could make cases for others.
A useful article by WZ7I
(http://wz7i.com/digital-modes.html)
shows the main characteristics of the mostpopular amateur digital modes and
compares and contrasts performance in
terms of sensitivity and speed – exactly the
material needed to inform this debate. The
bottom line is that we need to have this
discussion, and come to a decision on the
Piccolo mode to be promoted.

RTTY was the first real data mode ( apart
from CW if you like to refer to that as a
data mode! ) and RTTY has managed to
hold its place as the main data mode even
to this day.
However, there is room for other modes as
you state, but I still feel that using the JT
software on HF is playing with fire! RTTY
operators have been accused of “deliberate”
QRM to some of the JT users on 40 metres,
but operating RTTY in the RTTY part of the
band has to take precedence. If no signal is
heard then the frequency must be clear!
Not everybody uses a spectrum scope.

P.S. I note your view that low-SNR
digimodes do not belong on the HF
spectrum because transmissions of them
cannot always be heard. However, the
operators tuning to the digimode parts of
the bands will, predominantly, have
spectrum scopes enabled when they do so.
They may not detect the signals by ear, but
will at least see them.

I would agree with your comments
regarding MFSK16. I used that for a few
weeks trying it out and found it quite useful,
but again a lack of activity produced few
contacts. I would imagine most HF
operators chasing DX or DX-peditions
would use only RTTY anyway, as I do. I
don’t seem to get much time to experiment
these days. PSK31 and PSK63 also have
their place in chasing DX because that
mode was designed for conversational data
keyboard communications.

Response from Roger, G3LDI
Hi Evan,
Many thanks for the letter regarding other
digital modes. I was becoming desperate as
you probably sensed! I get very little
feedback anyway, but when I asked for
input for the more obscure digital modes,
again it was zero, so I was about to give up
on them. I agree with a lot of your
comments. There are so many Piccolo
modes and I have hitherto regarded them
as experimental. Unfortunately most
people seem to think the same, so none
have managed to corner any of the market.

I would suggest that if you are willing,
perhaps you could start an activity evening,
day, or whatever to see if you could
encourage more activity. If you email me
with a suggested time and frequency, I will
insert it into the column and see if we can
stir some people into trying these modes.
Please let me know and I will do the
necessary. Many thanks again for the letter
and I shall be commenting in my column as
well.

Please send e-mails to the Editor to ed@cdxc.org.uk
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New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instructions
To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address: ……………………….…………………………………………………….

Postcode:

……………………….…………………………………………………….
……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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How to Complete the CDXC Standing Order Request Form
(updated 17 September 2013)
1. The form should be addressed to your own Bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN after ‘reference'. This is very important as it is the way your
subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the appropriate subscription amounts (£18.00 is the current subscription for UK
members; or £24.00 for those living overseas).
4. The form has been pre-filled with "… 1st July next” and on “… each 1st July thereafter".
1st July is the common subscription renewal date for all CDXC members.
5. Enter your account details after 'Name of account to be debited' and your account
number.
6. Complete the lower part of the form with your name, address and the date. Don't
forget to sign it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE BANK BRANCH WHICH
LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. Please inform the CDXC Treasurer (treas@CDXC.org.uk) that you have set up a Standing
Order. The Treasurer will update your Membership type in the Membership System and
you will not then receive reminders prior to 1st July unless subsequently your
remittance is not received.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made to ensure
that your bank is executing the order correctly.
Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by Standing Order!
On-Line Banking
If you use On-Line Banking then you can make a transfer directly to CDXC or use these same
details to set up a Standing Order Recurring Payment:
Sort-Code:

60-60-02

Account:

44532385

Account Name:

CDXC

Reference:

Enter your callsign

Bank:

NatWest - Kingston-upon-Thames Branch
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