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Nevada - Cable Specialists
SPECIAL OFFER!

LOW
PRICE!

RG-213TM 100M DRUMS
LOW PRICE DEAL
WAS

DX-SR8 HF Transceiver

Icom IC-R8500 Flagship all mode

- with QRP output facility!
• 1.8-30MHz All Mode Transceiver
• Power up to 100 Watts
• Special QRP 0.1-2 Watts output feature
• Optional 5 MHz coverage

base communications receiver
• Wideband coverage 0.1-2GHz
• All modes AM/FM/SSB/CW/DATA
• 1000 channel memory
• Superb receiver sensitivity

£599

£1788 OUR PRICE £1399

DX-R8E ....Communications RX..................£549.00
DJ-X11 .....All Mode Handheld Scanner......£339.00
DJ-G7.......Tri-Band VHF/UHF Handheld......£299.95
DR-635E ..Dualband VHF/UHF Mobile........£299.95
DR-435E ..Mk3 UHF Mobile Transceiver .....£199.95
DR-135E ..Mk3 VHF Mobile Transceiver .....£189.95
DJ-X30E ...1000 Channel H/held Scanner...£189.00

IC-7600....DSP HF/6m Base.. ..........................£2999
IC-9100....HF/VHF/UHF Base...........................£2899
IC-7100....Touch Screen Multiband Mobile......£1249.95
IC-7410....HF/6m All Mode Base.....................£1499
IC-7700....Competition Class 200W HF/6m.....£5995
IC-7800....Elite Class 200W HF/6m.................£8449
USED IC-770..Immaculate boxed200W TX ......£3695

200W

IN
STOCK!

Kenwood TS-480HX
• 10-200W
• Output 1.8-30MHz / 10-100w (6m)
• All modes: AM/FM/CW/LSB/USB/DATA
• Quick release front panel for easy install

£897.35 OUR PRICE £779.95
TS-990 ......200W HF/6m ..............£6595 £5999.95
TS2000XE .Multibd Base HF-23cms all modes..£1699
TS-590S ....100W HF/6m Base+DSP/ATU ......£1199
TS480HX ...10-200W all mode Mobile .......£879.95
TM-V71E...VHF/UHF Mob Twinband/Echolink..£299
MC60A .....Deluxe Desktop Microphone......... £120
HS-5 Headphones.......£52 HS-6 Headphones .£35

DAIWA - Quality Meters
save
£10

CN-801HP
Top of the
range quality
meter with
large display
• 1.8-200MHz
• 20/200/2kW

CN101L .....1.8-150MHz ....................£99.99 £79.99
CN103LN...SWR/PWR 140-525MHz..N Type ..£79.99
CN801VN ..SWR/PWR 140-525MHz..N Type ..£99.99
CS201A .....2 Way Ant Switch..SO239 Type.....£24.95
CS201G11.2 Way Ant Switch N Type..............£29.95

SPECIAL £129.95 £119.95

NEW! FTDX1200

Rugged 100W Output Power Transceiver
• 100W HF/6m Base Transceiver
• TX Coverage 160-6m
• RX Coverage 30kHz-56MHz
• Full Colour TFT Display Panel
WAS

£1578.95 £1399.95

FT-DX3000 ..HF/6m Base Transceiver ...............£2399
FT1-DE ........Digital twinband handheld .......£429.95
FT-897D ......HF/VHF/UHF All Modes Portable ....£749
FT-857D ......HF/VHF/UHF All Modes Mobile ......£699
FT-450D ......HF/6m 100W Base/Portable......£749.95
FT-817ND ....Low Power All Mode Portable........£549
FT-7900E.....Dualband VHF/UHF Mobile ............£249

NEVADA Power Supplies
Nevada PSW-50

40-50 Amp Switch
Mode Supply
• Input Voltage: 240V
• Output Voltage 9-15V DC Adjustable
• Current Limiting & Short Circuit Protection
• Large Meter Shows Volts/Amps status

£139.95 £125.95
PS-40M ..35-40A Linear Supply .....£129.95 £116.95
PS-30M ..25-30A Linear Supply .....................£99.95
PS-30......25-30A Switch Mode Supply .£89.95 £79.95
PS-30H ...25-30A Switch Mode Supply £79.95 £69.95
PSW-07 ..Switch Mode Supply ...........£29.95 £26.95
PSW-04 ..Switch Mode Supply ...........£24.95 £22.95

£99.00 £79.95

Ecoflex 15 Plus
Price per metre .........................................£5.99
Ecoflex 15
Price per metre .........................................£4.99
PL259 connector (Part: 7350.....................£8.95
N type connector (Part: 7395) ...................£9.95
Ecoflex 10
Price per metre .........................................£2.89
PL259 connector (part: 7378)....................£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367) ...................£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)...............£6.50
Aircell 7
Price per metre .........................................£1.99
PL259 connector (part: 7390)....................£2.65
N type connector (part: 7392) ...................£5.25
BNC type connector (part: 7391)...............£5.25
Aircell 5
Price per metre .........................................£1.39
PL259 connector (part: 7760)....................£2.25
N type connector (part: 7700) ...................£3.95
BNC type connector (part: 7720)...............£3.25
Aircom Plus
Price per metre .........................................£3.65
PL259 connector (part: 7378)....................£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367) ...................£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)...............£6.50
100m Drums
Westflex 103 .........Ultra Low Loss.........£139.95
RG-213U...............Mil Spec ..................£116.00
RG-213TM ...............Economy Version .......£99.00
RG-Mini 8 .............(Super XX).................£59.95
RG58/CU...............Mil Spec ....................£39.95
RG58U ..................Economy Black ..........£24.95
450 Ohm...............Twin Feeder ...............£89.00
300 Ohm...............Twin feeder ...............£76.50
Flexweave .............Antenna Wire ............£49.95
Coated Flexweave ....Antenna Wire ............£59.95

Mil Spec Kevlar Antenna Wire
Very strong, ultra light weight, green
colour, as used by the military
100m drum .......................£89.95
Per metre ...........................£0.99

Antennas
HF Antennas
CHA-7350H .40/80m 1kW SSB Vert..........£299.95
CHA-250B....Multiband HF Vert 80-6m.....£349.00
CWA-1000...Multiband 80-10m Dipole ......£129.95
VHF/UHF/50MHz Vertical Antennas
GP1 .............145/433MHz 1.25m...............£69.95
GP3 .............145/433MHz 1.78m...............£74.95
GP6. ............145/433MHz 3.07m.............£119.95
GP9 .............145/433MHz 5.15m.............£169.95
GP98 ...........145/433/1200MHz 2.94m ...£159.95
GP15N.........50/145/433MHz 2.42m .......£129.95
Antenna Tuners
CAT10..........10W 3.5-50MHz Man. Tuner ..£99.00
CAT300........300W 1.8-60MHz X Needle .£199.95
CAT273........250W VHF/UHF X Needle.....£199.95

MUCH MORE ON OUR WEBSITE, WELL WORTH A VISIT

www.nevadaradio.co.uk

023 9231 3090
Unit 1 Fitzherbert Spur Portsmouth PO6 1TT
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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
Yes, another colour cover, this time
courtesy of HPØINT, an IOTA DXpedition
to Panama (obviously...). And what an eyewatering ‘desert island’ scene it is! Indeed it
reminds me of a trip with the Bristol Contest
Group back in 2001 to the WØCG superstation at Signal Point, Curaçao, for the
IOTA Contest and PJ2Y.

Apparently not all that many of us have
actually been doing this.
This time round Roger/G3LDI has kindly
agreed to extend the scope of his RTTY
column into a more general ‘Digital Diary’.
So can I ask you to extract your digitals, as
it were, and send him anything you might
have along these lines. Ta.

Thing is, the WX in Curaçao was so superb:
brilliant sunshine, 36°C and equally eyewatering white beaches with hardly
anybody on ‘em, that it seemed totally crazy
to spend most of one’s time inside,
twiddling one’s radio knobs. So I didn’t.
Yes, I know: hardly the right attitude to
adopt on such occasions!

And before I go it’s an apology to
Col/MMØNDX for not specifically
acknowledging the source of that piece by
Vlad/UA4WHX in the September Digest
(page 35) as being Col’s excellent DX
World website. Indeed for more info on that
see page 38.

Anyway, HPØINT it is as of page 13. And I
don’t know about you, but every time I see
that callsign I immediately think of a) HP
Sauce, and b) our trusty Hotpoint
dishwasher.
Presumably
not
what
immediately occurred to the HPØINT team
themselves when they chose that particular
callsign.

It only remains for me to wish you a very
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year an’ all
that stuff – and, as always, go easy on the
Christmas pud and the turkey leftovers!
73 Martyn, G3RFX
www.g3rfx.co.uk

But back to the sun-drenched skies of
delightfully leafy, vintage Georgian Clifton,
Bristol. For starters, on the right you’ll see a
box encouraging you to keep us up to date
with your contact details. Yes, it really does
help, y’know, and President Neville will be
ever so grateful. The other day he also
announced that as of 28 October CDXC had
850 members, so it’s now onwards to the
900!

Any changes to your CDXC
membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your
x Postal address?
x E-mail address?
x Telephone number?
With a bit of hassle we can usually
track these down, but it takes time.

Towards the end of this month’s Digest
we’ve also reinstated (updated) details on
how to renew your CDXC membership by
Standing Order. That’s on pages 39 – 40.

So
please
advise
Secretary
Tony/G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of
any such changes. He will also
advise you any new passwords to
access CMIS.

Meanwhile on page 16 you’ll find an
important reminder from Ofcom entitled
‘Remember to validate your UK licence’.
3

Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
There are times when it seems awfully quiet
in our hobby. Reflectors go off topic, cluster
spots are all non-DX (or just non-DX
thanking other non-DX for a QSO – why do
they do that?) and 80m is full of static. The
summer months were like that, but recently
things have changed and it seems everything
is happening. We've had the Newark Show,
the RSGB Convention, 10m has opened a
few times, DXpeditions have started, Wake
Island has been delayed by the political
machinations of the US Government,
Ofcom have announced a licence review
and the ARRL is reviewing the DXCC
rules. And to top it all there are a whole host
of interesting DXpeditions planned to be onair between now and Christmas.

to the entity criteria.… The study will be ongoing for a few months, though I will be
submitting a preliminary status report on
the remote issue in about 1 week’s
time. And no, that is not the end of
discussions. At this point I am not sure
what our recommendation will be. Many do
not support using an RX in W6 via remote
from DJ to ZK8 on 160m. The TX (and RX)
must be in the entity identified by the call
being used… I might suggest instead of
many emails coming my way that the CDXC
gather the comments on remote operating
and submit a summary of the comments
collected. Possible summaries: Where is
control point location vs TX location (RX
must be in same entity as TX) and possibly
any mileage between control point and
TX? (The mileage should really not be an
issue in the UK as little propagation
advantage can be gained). Which station
receives DXCC credit for QSO with a
remotely controlled station?”

So where to start? I think the event
potentially most likely to affect UK licence
holders is Ofcom's review of some
conditions of our current licence. Paul Jarvis
of Ofcom outlined the thinking in a
presentation given at both the Newark Show
and the RSGB Convention. The RSGB has
started a 'Litmus Test' to gauge views to the
proposals
(http://tinyurl.com/mqq2k3y).
You do not need to be an RSGB member to
read or post a comment and I would urge all
CDXC members with UK licences to take a
look and, if appropriate, comment.

Coordinating a ‘CDXC’ input is quite an
onerous task, but if you have a passion for
this and feel you would like to take on the
task of collating members’ thoughts, please
contact me to discuss it.

Those who are ARRL members will have
seen the words in Bernie/W3UR's column in
November's QST about the DXCC review –
especially as it relates to remote operation.
Bernie is, of course, a CDXC member and
has helped me make contact with the
Chairman of the DXAC, Arne/N7KA. Arne
writes:

While mentioning periodicals, I am sure you
would want to join me in congratulating
Don/G3XTT on his appointment as Editor
of Practical Wireless. You will recall that
Don wrote the ‘DX an’ all that' column for
the Digest for many years, was also Digest
Editor for, I believe, three separate stints. I
am sure he will do a grand job in succeeding
Rob Manion, who retires after 35 years as
PW editor.

“Our task has 3 parts: 1) Review the
complete DXCC Rules; 2) Study the Rules
related to Remote Control Operation of an
amateur station; 3) Study the Rules related

And so to the DXpeditions. The delay to the
K9W Wake Island DXpedition due to the
US Government shutdown is a reminder to
us all that DXpeditions can, and do, go
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CDXC DX Marathon Challenge starts on 1st
January 2014. The rules are on the website
and in this Digest you will also see an
announcement
regarding
additional
Trophies to be awarded.

wrong. The team were due to travel out on
4th October, but at the time of writing there
is no rescheduled date. I should imagine this
has caused much replanning and plenty of
disruption for those involved - necessitating
renegotiating
time
off
work
and
reorganising domestics and life in general at
short notice. I also suspect there will be
costs involved – none of which are likely to
be insurable losses. I sincerely hope this
DXpedition goes ahead and that the
additional costs and disruption are bearable.

It seems most peculiar in late October, with
daytime temperatures on the Sussex Coast
still in their mid-teens, to be wishing you a
Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year – but unless we meet in person or on
the air, this is the last chance I have to do so
before both events happen. So MX & HNY
to you and your families!

I should like to congratulate Gary/M0IKW
on winning the HF Challenge – the first
time it has been won by a UK-based station.
The full results are on page 34 of this Digest
and on the website. And while on the topic
of our DX Challenges, remember that the

73 and Good DX Chris, G3SVL

_____________________________________________________________________

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
A sincere welcome to all the new members
who have joined CDXC in the past two
months; it is great to see our numbers
continuing to increase. As I write this note
we have 849 members, so we go from
strength to strength. The feedback we are
getting is that members like being part of
our growing and thriving organisation.
Around 20 years ago we had just 100
members.

will receive a Presidential Missive (how
grand!) encouraging them to re-join, with a
questionnaire asking for their views about
the Club.
Our
stands
at
Newark
(thanks,
Martin/G4HKS) and at the Convention were
very busy. The feedback from members was
very positive and welcome and we had more
joiners than ever before. Our massive new
flag had a major impact and could be seen
from all over the Newark show hall.

We had several former members who rejoined in the past year. Welcome back! This
leads us to another possible initiative:
perhaps we should approach those who have
left over the past few years, updating them
with developments in the Club, and
encouraging them to re-join.

You will have seen the announcement about
the forthcoming IOTA Convention by
Roger/G3KMA in the September Digest,
page 29. I think this will be an excellent
affair; it is scheduled for the weekend of 4-6
July 2014 and I gather that the RSGB Board
has given the go-ahead. I am a very keen
supporter of IOTA; it is a tremendous
programme, and some of the efforts made to
activate rare IOTAs are truly formidable. I

This year we have had far fewer lapsers than
previously; this is very encouraging.
Lapsers are those who do not renew and do
not give us a reason. Next week the lapsers

5

encourage all IOTA enthusiasts to support
this Convention and even if you are not
(yet) an IOTA enthusiast, do go along and
find out what is it is all about.

to be refined considerably, but we should
end up with over 300 potential members to
mail. Our powerful CMIS database enables
us to maintain records of all our mailings,
including those for whom we cannot find
full addresses, those who decline etc.

The mail-out to contesters produced
excellent results too. We eventually mailed
197 potential members. It is early days to
know the outcome, but it could exceed 20.
A 10% return from a mailshot is very high
and we have achieved this level for our
recent mailshots; the norm in the
commercial world is 1 to 2%.

Michael also found that for just $30 we
could access the QRZ.com database. As a
result we can now look up postal and e-mail
addresses very quickly. This saves us the
tremendous chore of looking up these
addresses individually; it is probably the
best $30 we have ever spent. There is still
work to do to tidy up the output, but the
workload is much reduced.

So to a piece of history. One of the new
joiners is Terry, G3NPZ. I first met Terry
when I was at STC in 1958 as Student
Apprentice. In fact, my very first QSO was
with Terry and it was on CW. Terry wrote
as follows:

A further possibility for 2015 is that we
could tag all the 60,000+ calls in the UK
callbook with DX, HF etc. and then point
Michael’s computers with this data at the
Internet. We will evaluate this possibility in
due course; the output could be very
interesting. We have further ideas for some
marketing initiatives, I will write about
these in future Digests.

I wonder if you remember me from our early
days in amateur radio when I used to visit
you at your parents’ house in Mill Hill to try
to work some DX together. If I remember,
you had a KW Viceroy transmitter, an
HQ170 receiver and a cubical quad
antenna. I also remember the nice tea and
cakes that your mother gave us. I lived at
the time in New Barnet, which you visited,
and my equipment
was a KW
Viceroy transmitter, a Drake 2B receiver
and a 4-element monobander for 20m. At
this time I was working for STC as a
Commissioning Engineer and worked you
several times as ZB2AH.

An appeal! We ask members with UK bank
accounts who do not pay their subs by
Standing Order to consider doing so. With
our numbers increasing so substantially,
dealing with renewals each year is a major
task and all the Committee members would
much prefer to spend their time on the air
rather than on admin matters. From now on
each Digest will include a Standing Order
form and instructions on completion from
(see pages 39-40). We would appreciate
your support on this matter.

It is great to be in contact, Terry, after 55
years - and welcome to CDXC.
Now to our next marketing initiatives in
2014. I mentioned in the September Digest
that Michael/DG1CMZ is helping with data
mining. Michael and I identified some
publicly available sources of data and to
date he has produced a list of over 6,000 UK
calls active on HF. Of course, this data has

Best wishes to all our members.
73
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Attention all members who do not already pay
subscriptions by Standing Order!
Would you like to make paying your CDXC Annual Subscription easier, remove the
frequent e-mail reminders you get as your renewal date approaches and save yourself
time every year? You can do all of these things by arranging a Bank Standing Order.
Instructions on how to do this are set out on pages 39-40 of this Digest together with an
‘Annual Standing Order Instruction Form’. The advantages are considerable and having
set up a Standing Order you will never again be at risk of missing a CDXC Digest
because of non-payment. It’s a great win-win situation, so please consider this way of
settling your subscription in the future. G3USR

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

2EØHOQ
2EØLKC
2EØXAR

Neil Lambert
Peter Cairns
Steven Halliday

Weston-super-Mare
Stockport
Scarborough

GØAZH
GØFCT
GØIPE
GØOGD
GØOTT
G3NPZ
G3POM
G3SEN
G4AYU
G4EHN
G4LKD
G4SJG
G5VZ
G7TWC

Jerry Wharton
Ian Pawson
Peter Gardner
Alan Naptrass
Darren McDonald
Terry Griffiths
Guy Morgan
Ron Dawes
Norman Kenyon
Julian Axe
John Spurgeon
Keith Upton
Christopher Pearson
Mike Ruttenberg

Clitheroe
Bracknell
Crawley
Consett
Coventry
Lee-on-the-Solent
Southam
Nottingham
Preston
London
Goole
Nottingham
Pontefract
London

GM4HQF
GM8IEM

Dave Lindsay
Martin Hall

Aberdeen
Lairg

MØGDX
MØJWB
MØSFT

David Hayes
Jim Bryant
Dave Swift

Sheffield
Bristol
Westbury

MIØBPB
MIØIOU

Andrew Mulholland
Tom Herbison

Donaghcloney
Ballymena

PA3EWP

Ronald Stuy

Barendrecht

YY4DNN

Daniel Nunes Nuñez

Valencia
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
x
x
x
x

The PJ4G rent-a-shack station is in a selfcontained house with two tall towers on top
of a hill with views over most of Bonaire.
The PJ4G hilltop site is shared with several
other users including local broadcasters,
cellular phone companies and other radio
utilities. Despite the proximity to these other
users on the same site, there are no cointerference problems. However, the same
cannot be said for the medium voltage
utility power line which passes right
between the two towers at PJ4G. The
constant noise generated by this power line
is a major drawback to an otherwise
excellent station.

Bonaire: PJ4/G3TXF
Hopping across to PJ2, Curaçao
Curaçao super station PJ2T
Upcoming DXpeditions: K9W…
now QRX!

Bonaire : PJ4/G3TXF
The “10-10-10” (10-Oct-2010) operations
three years ago, when the four new PJ
DXCC entities in the Caribbean first came
into being, now seem like a long time ago.
There has been no shortage of operations
from the four new entities (PJ2, PJ4,
PJ5/PJ6 and PJ7), but nevertheless many
DXers still have the odd ‘slot’ that they still
need to fill for these formerly Dutch islands
in the Caribbean.

Hopping across to Curaçao/PJ2
The three A-B-C islands (Aruba/P4,
Bonaire/PJ4 and Curaçao/PJ2) are very
close to each other. You can see the island
of Curaçao from many places on Bonaire.
The flight time from Bonaire to Curaçao is
less than 20 minutes. Curaçao is the location
of the Caribbean Contesting Consortium’s
super-station, PJ2T. This super-station is
active in virtually every contest. The station
is run by Geoff, W0CG.

Bonaire/PJ4, unlike its close neighbour
Curaçao/PJ2, became more integrated into
the Netherlands. Bonaire/PJ4 is now treated
as a municipality within the Netherlands,
although it is still a small Caribbean island
with some 17,000 inhabitants.
In late September a short DX trip was
planned to Bonaire/PJ4. Although there are
only three resident amateur radio operators
(PJ4LS, PJ4NX and PJ4VHF) currently on
Bonaire, there is a large contest station
(PJ4G) owned by Noah, K2NG. This rent-ashack is used by visiting DXers as well as
by the core team of contesters who use the
PJ4G station for each of the major contests
(CQWW, ARRL, WPX).

While on PJ4 Bonaire, a couple of E-mails
were exchanged with Geoff W0CG which
resulted in G3TXF taking the short flight
across to Curaçao from Bonaire to operate
for a couple of days as PJ2/G3TXF from the
PJ2T super-station. There was some logic
behind this seeming madness, and that was
the IOTA Marathon.

The short PJ4/G3TXF operation in late
September was timed to coincide with both
the SAC-CW Contest and CQ WW RTTY.
[It has to be said that the ideal place for
taking part in the SAC-CW Contest is
definitely not the Caribbean! The UK is a
much better place for participating in the
SAC Contests.]

The two-year-long IOTA Marathon is both
for ‘island chasers’ and ‘island activators’.
The number of points to be earned by either
working or activating an island depends on
the relative rarity of the island. The table of
points used for the two-year programme was
fixed in late 2011, before the start of the
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IOTA Marathon, and was based on the
relative rarity of the island at that time.

others, were planning to be there again for
CQ WW SSB in October 2013.

As a result of the 10-10-10 reconfiguration
of the PJ DXCC entities, the island of
Curaçao got its own new IOTA Number:
SA-099. Since the ‘points’ list for use in the
two-year-long IOTA Marathon was drawn
up soon after PJ2 became both a new DXCC
and a new IOTA counter, Curaçao’s SA-099
was still relatively rare (because of its
newness) and therefore had a high points
value (25) for anyone working or activating
it for the IOTA Marathon. Hence the sudden
hop across to Curaçao from Bonaire and the
two-day operation as PJ2/G3TXF. It was an
opportunity too good to miss to collect a
few more points for the IOTA Marathon!

After two days operating as PJ2/G3TXF, the
return flight was taken back to Bonaire
where further operating was done as
PJ4/G3TXF, including a part-time entry in
CQ WW RTTY.
The number (3) of resident amateur radio
operators on Bonaire/PJ4 is soon to increase
by one third, with the arrival on the island in
November of Steve, 9M6DXX/G4JVG.
Upcoming DXpeditions: K9W, T33A,
XR0ZR and S2
In the previous CDXC Digest we outlined
four upcoming major DXpeditions which
are
being
supported
by
CDXC.
Unfortunately the first (and possibly most
significant from a DXCC ‘slot’ chasers
perspective) of these four (K9W, Wake
Island) has been postponed because of the
so-called ‘US shutdown’. The K9W Wake
DXpedition had been expected to take place
in mid-October. So far no new dates for the
K9W operation have been announced.

Curaçao super-station PJ2T
The PJ2T super-station has been built up
gradually over the years. There is a
continuous programme of maintenance.
Being right by the sea, there is a permanent
battle with rust and corrosion. The antennas
have also been constantly improved over the
years. Although slightly blocked by a hill
towards Europe, the PJ2T team have built a
special multi-band antenna for Europe on
top of the ridge. This multiband beam can
be fed through a tri-plexer and used with
full power (ie 3 x 1.5kW out) on the three
HF bands at the same time without any cointerference problems. These tri-plexers are
truly a marvellous feat of technology!

Meanwhile preparations for the T33A
Banaba operation in November appear to be
on track. The T33A website announced that
the shipping container had left Fiji on 15
October on its way to Tarawa (T30). The
equipment from the container was due to be
transferred from Tarawa (T30) to Banaba
(T33) by boat, with the T33A advance party
arriving in Tarawa on 31 October in
readiness for the 3 November departure to
Banaba. If all goes to plan, this edition of
the CDXC Digest should be arriving on
your door mat at the same time as you are
hearing T33A pile-ups across the HF bands
from the twenty-man multi-national T33A
team on Banaba!

Among the many other huge antennas at
PJ2T there are two long Beverages, the like
of which I have never used before. At the
operating position you switch between the
European Beverage and the USA Beverage.
It’s just like having two receivers on two
different frequencies listening to entirely
different pile-ups! The European Beverage
is 1,500ft long.

The Juan Fernandez/XR0ZR operation is
scheduled to start on 8 November, just a
couple of days after T33A’s expected start
on or around 5 November.

Over the years a number of CDXC
Members have experienced the fun of
operating from the PJ2T super-station.
Dave/G3NKC and Martin/G4XUM, among
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In amongst the various major DXpedition
pile-ups in early November, you can expect
to be hearing John, G4IRN, who will be
operating (CW only) as D44TWQ while on
a wind-surfing holiday in Cape Verde from
5 to 12 November.

callsigns S21ZBB and S21ZBC, will
hopefully provide CDXC members with a
realistic chance to pick up a few new
band/mode ‘slots’.
As ever with several major DXpeditions
overlapping, it’s important to be sure which
pile-up you are in and whom, hopefully, you
have worked. You’d be surprised at the
number of DXers who make a QSO with
one DXpedition but who, mistakenly, think
they have worked a different one!

Later in November there is a major Italian
DXpedition to S2, Bangladesh. Although S2
is probably not on many DXer’s all-time
wanted lists, Bangladesh is often needed on
edge bands and on RTTY. This large
Italian-led team (which has been supported
by CDXC) and which will be using the

Nigel, G3TXF

CQ WW Rule Changes
Please check the new rules, which have been substantially redrafted. The important
changes are:
- Two new ‘overlay’ categories (like in WPX contest). Your log will be entered as
normal in the category that you choose, but may ALSO be entered in overlays ‘Classic’
and/or ‘Rookie’:
Classic is one operator, one radio, no outside assistance, only the first 24 hours of actual
operating time will count for the score (with breaks a minimum of 60 minutes with no
QSO). The traditional single operator categories remain with no time limit.
A new Rookie category is for anyone first licensed within three years of the date of the
contest.
- all entrants are required to log QSOs as they occur and not edit the log after the
contest.
- signals with excessive bandwidth may be considered as being unsportsmanlike and
earn disqualification.
- red and yellow cards have been removed in favour of one action: disqualification.
- Xtreme Contesting and Team Competition categories have been removed.
- Club competition remains, with amended rules: two separate competitions, one for
USA and one for the rest of the world. The DX club area is defined as the country where
the Club is located AND the area within a 275-kilometre radius of the Club’s selected
location.
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UK winners in CQWW CW 2012
CQWW results in CQ Magazine always show 'Top Scores'. UK entrants are listed as:
5X1NH (G3RWF) first in the world, 21 MHz Low Power, setting a new all-time record.
Brilliant!
GM4AFF was also first in the world, on 1.8 MHz Low Power, with nearly double the
score of the 2nd placed station.
G3TXF came 1st in Europe, 28 MHz Assisted, High Power.
GM3YEH came 2nd in the world on 1.8 MHz QRP. M5O (G3LET) was 2nd in Europe
on 1.8 MHz High Power. GW0ETF was 3rd in Europe on 21 MHz Low Power. In Low
Power Assisted MD2C was 5th in Europe all bands and M0BJL 3rd in Europe 28MHz.
The only Multi-Operator listing with UK operators was EL2A, 4th World, Multi-Multi,
including G3SXW, G4BWP and G4IRN.
Comment: it is noticeable that UK callsigns appear in CW Top Score boxes far more than
in the SSB contest!
[with thanks to G3SXW]

Azores Nine Islands Hunt
Peter Bacon, G3ZSS
Way back in my youth I remember there
was the annual Bermuda contest where the
winner from North America and Europe was
granted a holiday in Bermuda. In those days
my station was far from competitive and the
idea of winning was just a dream!

they could activate all nine islands for the
duration of the contest. This included our
own Nigel/G3TXF and Michael/G7VJR
operating from Corvo Island as CU9AC.
Being at home that weekend last September,
I decided to make an entry as there were
two prize opportunities; the first prize draw
was for all entrants who worked a minimum
of five different islands, while the second
prize was drawn from the first 25 stations to
work all nine islands.

Last year my attention was drawn to a new
contest with the idea that one had to make
contact with each of the nine islands that
make up the Azores. The contest was
primarily organised by Francisco/CU2DX
together with José/CU2CE, Fernando/
CU2BV and Martti/OH2BH and the
German Radio Society, the DARC.
Francisco also happens to be the Executive
Director responsible for promoting tourism
to the Azores. They assembled a team of
operators from all over the world so that

When the time came, I drew myself a band
matrix for working all nine stations on all
HF bands (80 through 10m). Over the 24hour period I managed to work a total of 42
band slots out of a maximum permissible of
53. Then I thought nothing more of it.
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While working away on Monday, 15
October, I was suddenly inundated with an
e-mail of congratulations to say that I had
won. I could hardly believe it! The Azores
team took all the logs to Germany and with
the help of DARC used some kind of lottery
machine to make the prize draw. The
contest was obviously very popular as in the
first draw there were a total of 11,404
tickets from those stations who worked five
or more islands. This prize was won by
OS6A, Filip Coysman. I had won the
second draw for being one of the first 25
stations to work all nine islands. From what
I gathered on our trip to the Azores, OS6A
has still not claimed his prize.

As we drove out of Ponta Delgada, José
pointed out the aerial of CU2DX beside the
main road. Mind you, these antennas were
not hard to miss as CU2DX has a 2-element
Yagi for 80m on one tower and a 4-element
SteppIR on a second tower as well as
numerous other antennas. As we left the
south coast for the short drive across to the
north coast we went from cloudy weather to
bright sunshine. First stop was to CU2CE’s
home near Ribeira Grande. Paula looked
after my wife while we went off to the radio
shack for a couple of hours.
José is located on the north side of the
island with very good take off towards
Europe and North America. We spent a
good couple of hours discussing 6m and my
giving José a demonstration of websites
such as ON4KST to help him understand
the band better. We had a quick tune across
the band and I managed three QSOs on 6m
signing CU2/G3ZSS with stations in EI, UR
and S5. Within a couple of kilometres from
José is the contest super-station CR2X built
by the Finnish Arcala group. This station is
on a small hill right on the coast and
amongst the impressive antenna array is
another 2- element yagi for 80m. Having
never seen one of these antennas before, I
had now seen two 80m beams in one day!

A few days later I received the official
notification from Francisco, CU2DX, to
congratulate me on winning and advising
the arrangements for working with a UKbased travel agent. It turned out that the
prize was only issued for myself, but after a
quick e-mail exchange with Francisco, he
extended the prize so that my wife could
accompany me on the trip. It turns out that
there is no tourism to the Azores over the
winter months and I was advised to plan my
trip for some time during this summer. Our
prize included return flights from London
Gatwick and a 4-star hotel (bed and
breakfast). Now that is what I call a real
prize!

We were then taken to lunch in a specialist
seafood restaurant. You could tell the fish
was fresh and very tasty. In the afternoon
José took us to see the only tea plantation in
Europe, followed by a drive into the main
caldera in Funas and back to our hotel in
Ponta Delgada. We saw some stunning
scenery along the way.

We flew out to the Azores in July on a
direct flight from London Gatwick to Ponta
Delgada on the Island of São Miguel. This
is the largest of the nine islands, being
759 km2. The main feature of the island is
that it is volcanic and there are three main
craters that can be visited. There was so
much to see that we split these into three
different day trips. The day after we arrived
we were met at the hotel by José, CU2CE
and we arranged that he would take us out
for a day to see the island. It is great to see
the island from the perspective of a longtime resident and not a tour guide! José
explained that Francisco, CU2DX was away
on the island of Madeira and would not be
able to meet us.

Overall we really enjoyed our week in the
Azores. I understand they will repeat the
contest in the future (date not yet decided)
and I would recommend everyone to make
an entry. My special thanks go to José and
Paula for showing us their beautiful island
and to Francisco for organising the contest
and prize. And finally to Michael and Nigel,
as well as the other operators, for all the
band slots.
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The HPØINT Story
05 – 17 September 2013
Vincent Colombo, F4BKV
Unfortunately there weren’t beaches to set
up antennas properly, but somehow we
could find a few clear spots among the
mangroves, next to the sea, which would
hopefully put strong signals all over the
world.

HP0INT/1 Naos Island, NA-072

05/09/13 - 23h31z to 06/09/13 03h04z) - 3.5 hours
As soon as we arrived at Panama city airport
on Thursday evening (September 5th) we
headed to our hotel on Naos island. This
island is linked to the mainland by a
causeway which is used by locals to
exercise; walking, jogging or cycling.

Despite an initial power issue just before
starting to transmit, we were active from 40
to 12m using all main modes, and giving
quite a big amount of slots to those who
needed HP and the IOTA NA-071.

Our stay on Naos was limited to only a few
hours, as we had to take an early morning
flight the following day to our next island.

But we soon realised that the big guns were
always band-slot chasing, preventing
smaller stations the chance to log the island,
or even Panama for a new one! For this
reason we decided to limit our following
activities to just one signal per band, trying
to get the highest number of uniques.

The operation started rather late, around
20:00 local time, trying to stay awake as
much as possible after a +10 hour flight and
jet-lag.

6929 QSOs were achieved from NA-071

We set up two stations, one on 30m CW and
the other on 20m SSB. But soon we would
discover that 20m would not be very usable
in downtown Panama due a static level of
S9.

-------------------HP0INT/1 Naos Island, NA-072 (part
II)

Therefore we could only manage to make
979 QSOs in total from Naos. [see part II
below]

(09/09/13 - 01h04z to 09/09/13 07h35z) - 6.5 hours

(06/09/13 - 16h33z to 08/09/13 17h37z) - 49 hours

Once again we arrived to Panama city late
in the evening, just in time to meet our two
local helpers (HP1DCP Rene and IZ6BRN
Sergio) whom without their assistance this
project would not have happened. Thank
you, guys!

We woke up early to catch a flight to David,
which is far west Panama in the province of
Chiriqui. After landing, a 1.5 hour trip by
taxi to reach the coast and 15 minutes by
boat would bring us finally to Boca Brava.

After a nice meal together we resumed
transmissions around 23:00 hrs on 30m CW
and 40m SSB (having learnt that 20m was
unusable) staying awake, once again, for as
long as possible, as the next trip on the

-------------------HP0INT/3 Boca Brava Island, NA-071
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following day was meant to be the most
challenging in terms of getting there.

Despite the troubles the signals were so loud
from everywhere and made our stay easier
and entertaining. During off-air time we
took advantage to swim in the very warm
and clear waters, snorkeling and generally
enjoying the paradise.

979 QSOs were achieved from this IOTA
--------------------

The return to Panama city was once again
unforgettable, travelling through the
rainforests and the almost impossible steep
inclines!

HP0INT/2 Ogobsibu Island, San Blas
Archipelago, NA-170

(09/09/13 - 17h13z to 11/09/13 02h11z) - 33 hours

We made 6243 QSOs from NA-170

We left Naos island at 06:00 local time for
the long journey by road and later by boat to
Ogobsibu island, in the San Blas
archipelago.

-------------------HP0INT/2 Grande Island, NA-202

(11/09/13 - 23h34z to 13/09/13 10h48z) - 35 hours

The trip from Panama city to Carti port (in
Kuna Yala region) was quite eventful due to
the incredible steepness and poorly repaired
routes. It took the Jeep about 3 hours to
arrive.

Once we again arrived Panama city with the
jeep from the Kuna Yala region, we rented a
car and drove for about 2 hours to our next
island destination, Grande isl. NA-203 on
the Caribbean side of Panama.

Once at Carti we quickly jumped on a boat
which would take us to Ogobsibu, around
20 minutes sailing.

We were a bit concerned not to find any
place to stay, because we had not booked
any hotel, and it was the low season period.
But luckily the hotel, which our friend
Sergio IZ6BRN recommended, was open although there were no guests at all. Upon
arrival the hotel manager informed he could
not allow us to stay the night because he had
scheduled a mosquito fumigation for that
evening, and the chemicals could be
hazardous to us.. But we would convince
him that, despite the fumigation, we wanted
to stay there, so in the end the activity
started without problems.

Our first impression after sighting the island
was that we had arrived to paradise, with
our hut just meters from the beach and
crystal clear waters. Perfect for antennas!!
Once again we had power issues, and had to
deal with the island’s chief to arrange a
1,5Kv generator that allowed us to operate
barefoot. However, the location was so
perfect with the salt water and unobstructed
paths to everywhere around the globe made
the use of amplifiers not necessary.
San Blas islands lifestyle is still living in
huts, without electric power and comfort,
keeping with the Kuna Yala tradition.
Therefore no air-con, or any other kind of
luxuries were found, living for two and half
days like they do for life. The food was
something not to be experienced again! [I’m
not quite sure how to interpret that! Ed.]

We had no power issues at this hotel and
could run stations with amplifiers, setting up
verticals on the beach..but the problem was
that the path was not open to Europe due to
a hill nearby. For this reason our signals in
EU were not as strong as before, but
thankfully the amplifiers helped us a lot to
achieve a good amount of QSOs.
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In the end, 4125 QSOs were achieved from
Isla Grande, NA-202

HP0INT/4 - Colon Island, Bocas del
Toro Archipelago, NA-088

--------------------

(17/09/13 - 01h34z to 18/09/13 23h03z) - 46 hours

HP0INT/9 Iguana Island, NA-203

After another 6 hours travelling from Pedasí
to Colon island, via Panama city airport and
a flight, we got to the island upon sunset and
just in time to set up the low band antennas
for the last time. The pile-ups were as strong
as the first days of the trip; we certainly
noticed people were following us during the
journey, and wanted to complete the full set
of Panamanian IOTAs!

(14/09/13 - 12h48z to 15/09/13 22h07z) - 33 hours
We drove from Grande island for about 6
hours to a little village called Pedasí, down
in the Pacific coast of Panama. Driving
along the Pan-American highway was also
an experience by itself, but we arrived
safely to the hotel around 4 o´clock in the
evening, just in time to get on a boat and
make a recce trip to the island, in order to
decide the best location to set up the camp
and the antennas.

Just after the first 6 hours of operation,
2,000 stations were already logged, and
right after sunrise the 15-17-20m antennas
were ready for action in order to keep the
good rate going.

The island is a Wildlife reserve where five
Rangers protect it throughout the whole
year. We were amazed to see so many
iguanas [Well, it is called Iguana Island.
Ed.], crabs and birds!

Paths were also clear to all directions and
we used the amplifier only for a few hours
with the SSB station, in order to keep a
better control of the pile-up. Later, we ran
barefoot, also because the hotel was
powered with solar panels only.

After a recce, and then setting up tents and
antennas, we went back to mainland to have
a so much needed rest to be fresh and ready
for the next day just after sunrise.

The island was really wild, with a lot of
flora and rare fauna, such as colibris, sloths,
small colourful toads and even turtles.
Actually, due to turtles, we were forced to
bury the radials under the sand on the beach,
otherwise we would face a fine from
Wildlife officials.

As we arrived back to the island we only
needed to set up the stations and start
CQing… but after 30 minutes of activity the
suitcase generator died on us. We had to
phone the hotel to bring us urgently another,
yet bigger, generator. (That was an
unforseen extra expense which we hope to
cover via donations.) Luckily, the wait
lasted only 2 hours, which we took
advantage of to swim in the so wonderful
beach and to cool off.

So in the end we made the most amount of
QSOs from this island with only 2 stations
on the air.
We achieved 7132 QSOs from Colon
island, NA-088.

Fortunately, no more problems occurred
after resuming, and we managed to make
6780 QSOs from Iguana island - the most
wanted island of Panama.

Final tally
32,188 QSOs from six HP IOTAs
Operators

-------------------F4BKV, EA3NT, EA5KA and MM0NDX
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Station Set-up

Antennas:

Tranceivers:

40m 1/4 wave vertical with
30m 1/4 wave vertical with
20m 1/4 wave vertical with
17m VDA (vertical dipole array,
on NA-203) and vertical dipole

Elecraft K3 (main CW) with Ameritron
ALS500, 500W amplifier, All RTTY QSOs
were made with a build-in Elecraft K3
decoder, no computer used for RTTY

8 radials
8 radials
8 radials
used only

Yaesu FT897 (main SSB) with Tokyo
HyPower HL1.1Kfx, 600W amplifier

15m VDA (vertical dipole array, used only
on NA-170 and NA-203) and vertical
dipole.

Kenwood TS-480HX (3rd station) 200W

[With thanks to IREF]

Elecraft K2 (backup, never unpacked during
the whole expedition)

Remember to validate your UK licence!
Don’t forget that you need to validate your (now lifetime) amateur radio licence at least
once every five years for it to remain valid. At the National Hamfest in Newark in
September Ofcom were telling CDXC that very few of our number had actually validated
our licences and that we should do this ASAP. You might even consider doing this once a
year, just to be on the safe side.
How to validate
This is very easy and you can do it online. Just make sure you have your Ofcom
username and password handy:
1. Go to https://services.ofcom.org.uk/
2. Here you’ll be prompted for your user name or registered e-mail address, and your
Ofcom password. If you have not registered for an Ofcom account, you can do this at
the same address (you’ll need your licence number)
3. You will see a screen showing your licence details. In the last column, labelled
‘Action’, there is the option to validate your licence.
Ofcom Spectrum Licensing: (0300) 123 1000. Open Monday to Friday from 9.00am to
5.00pm. E-mail: spectrum.licensing@ofcom.org.uk
[Indeed just to double-check the above, I recently talked to a very charming young lady
at Ofcom in London – and she confirmed that it was. She also said that she’d been on the
Ofcom stand at the National Hamfest herself. What a pity I missed it. Ed.]

16

VK5CE/4 IOTA Expedition to Red Island, OC-255
16-21 October 2013
Craig Edwards, VK5CE
In August there was the successful
DXpedition to Flinders Island, OC-261,
with 4,893 QSOs in six days. The second
DXpedition was the much rarer Red Island,
OC-255, at the most northern part of
Australia off the tip of Queensland. OC-255
has only been activated once back in 2002
when PA3EXX had 1,745 QSOs in four
days and so now OC-255 had become a
fairly rare IOTA, being only claimed by
15.4% of registered participants in the
IOTA program.

The journey to get to this island was a long
one from my home in Middleton, South
Australia, that took two days with an
overnight stay in Cairns. It required two
flights totalling 1,750 miles or around 2,800
km from Adelaide to Cairns and then Cairns
to Bamaga. From Bamaga I was picked up
by my support guy who lives in Seisia,
which is the remote town that’s closest to
Red Island.
When I saw the island from the mainland
there was an air of excitement about being
on my rarest IOTA yet, especially as it is on
a deserted island, while at the same time
there was a feeling of nervousness as this is
the first trip where I’ve really had to take
safety and life support into consideration.
The cost of this DXpedition was very high
and so I appreciate the sponsorship
contribution. I had to freight lots of life
support and radio equipment prior to my
flight including tent, fuel containers,
generator etc. The cost of equipment
freighting, boat hire and island support guy,
flights, accommodation, fuel and QSL card
printing costed over $5,700.

For all of my previous IOTA DXpeditions
there has been some inhabitants or facilities
on the island. For instance, Magnetic Island,
OC-171 (2010 and 2011), was a popular
tourist island with a daily ferry service from
Townsville. Fitzroy Island, OC-172 (2010),
had a resort on it with an almost daily fast
catamaran service from Cairns - and Horn
Island, OC-138 (2011), had a pub and motel
with a daily flight there from Cairns.
Then I started to get a little more
adventurous. Bremer Island, OC-185
(2012),
had
basic
eco-tourism
accommodation, but it needed a charter boat
from Gove for the visit and Flinders Island,
OC-261 (2013), this year also had
accommodation, but it needed a single
engine charter plane from Port Lincoln to
get there.

Then there was the cost of the Honda EU10i
generator which was $1,300 on top of the
expedition costs. The good thing is that now
I have a high-quality lightweight generator
for future IOTA DXpeditions. I first noticed
this 900W generator on the VP8THU and
VP8GEO DXpedition videos. It’s quiet,
lightweight, high quality and can be easily
posted to a location for a DXpedition as it
only weighs 13kg. This is also very
manageable when you’re carrying it on a
beach from a tinny boat in the tropics.

It was time to draw inspiration from my
collection of DXpedition DVDs by K4UEE
and 9V1YC etc. and go somewhere that was
totally uninhabited, that was in a very
remote part of Australia and was in high
demand and hadn’t been activated for a long
time. OC-255 fitted these criteria as Red
Island is totally uninhabited and is in one of
the remotest parts of Australia off the far
north tip of Queensland.

On Wednesday morning we packed all of
the 18 boxes I’d previously sent into the
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tinny boat that was on the trailer. On my
flights I’d arranged and paid for extra
luggage, so I brought with me things like
the two 12m Spiderbeam poles, laptop
computer, headphones, Icom IC-7000,
SWR/power meter and one of the power
supplies etc. That morning I then bought 50
litres of fuel, food, ice and lots of water. The
little tinny boat was very full, but
fortunately it is only a 20-minute boat ride
to the island.

number of weaker North Americans to
break through. The pile-up lasted for 9
hours and I collapsed onto the air mattress at
4:00am/1800 UTC with a thousand QSOs in
the log. What a long, long day it had been!
Getting into the routine
I’d wake up after three hours sleep at
7:00am and try to regain some form of
consciousness and have some breakfast and
experience the unpleasantness of no running
water or toilet facilities. I’d then refuel the
generator and prepare/tidy the tent ready for
another day. By 8:00am I’d go to 15m and
call CQ, where I’d tend to work mainly JA
and a small number of North American
stations until 12 noon (0200 UTC). During
this time there was never a pile-up, just a
very slow trickle of QSOs, but it was still
worth it. I’d then have lunch, and
fortunately I was able to receive a bare
threshold mobile phone signal from Horn
Island, which meant I could do the Club
Log upload, check e-mails and update the
blog site – this reduced the number of dupe
QSOs to <1% and meant a lot more people
could get that new one. During this time my
support guy would visit me and bring a few
bags of ice from the mainland. This was of
vital importance as the heat and humidity in
the tropics is so oppressive. This simple
pleasure of having cold water and soft
drinks for each day made this harsh
existence bearable. The temperatures on the
island never got below 25°C overnight.

Unloading the boat at 11 am it was 31°C
and around 75% humidity and so it was
really hard work carrying all of the
equipment that is required to build an IOTA
expedition station for five days of operation
supplies. My support guy helped me unload
all of the gear on a site around 20m off the
high tide mark of the beach; he also helped
me with the tent and build a large tarpaulin
canopy to provide shade. Erecting the shade
canopy was the first priority due to the
stifling heat of the tropics - and the risk of
heat stroke and heat exhaustion was very
high. My support guy then left and I was
now alone on the island. I was already really
tired and the sight of so many boxes to
unpack and organise was a little
overwhelming. It was now 12 noon and I
had about six hours before sunset – I had to
get the station operational which included
building the 15m and 20m vertical dipoles
before sunset at 0830 UTC.
Over the next six hours the camp came
together and by 6pm the station was
operational, but I really wasn’t feeling well.
I’d been drinking lots of water, but was still
dehydrated and feeling the signs of heat
exhaustion. After putting up the first vertical
dipole I actually became dizzy and really
disorientated. So I had a 30-minute rest and
eventually pushed on to get the second
vertical dipole up.

At 0500 UTC I would then go back to 15m
and again there would be a slow trickle of
JA stations with the occasional South
American station and by 0600 UTC the first
European signal would appear. Each night
as regular as clockwork 15m would
magically open up to Europe at 0930 UTC
with a very big pile-up, I’d then QSY at
around 1100 UTC to 20m. I did this to
ensure that North America, Europe and Asia
all had the chance to work me, as this is
when the monster pile-ups would occur.
From 1100-1700 UTC is when the majority
of the QSOs would occur at 120+ per hour.

On 16 October at 0900 UTC I began
operating and after an hour of mainly JA
and UA0/9 the band opened to Europe at
1000 UTC and between 1100-1400 UTC I’d
ask everyone to stand by to allow a small
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Things would then slow down in the 17001800 UTC period (0300-0400 local) and
then I’d collapse onto the air mattress with a
massive headache, feeling sweaty, dirty,
smelly and with a sore body from sitting in
the same spot for so long. But my face on
the pillow would have a big smile on my
face knowing that the 1000+ QSOs per day
average was happening. Although I was a
little disappointed with the 1100-1400 UTC
20m propagation to North America – I’d ask
for ‘North America only’ many many times
each night and there just weren’t many
W/VEs making it into the log. On the last
two days I woke up a little earlier and was
on 20m in the 2100-2200 UTC period
before going to 15m. I would only work
about 30 stations per hour on both of these
mornings, but the QSOs were from really
excited people from some difficult
propagation long-paths such as HK, PY,
YV, LU, 9Y4 and VP8.

sand. This is the problem with a tent- and
generator-style DXpedition in the tropical
north of Australia!
Total
5,271 QSOs in five days, all SSB
Band
2,865 QSOs
2,406 QSOs

54%
46%

20m
15m

62%
26%
6%
4%
<1%
<1%

Europe
Asia
North America
Oceania
South America
Africa

Continent
3,280 QSOs
1,384 QSOs
338 QSOs
224 QSOs
30 QSOs
15 QSOs

Now to start planning for the 2014 IOTA
expedition(s) and figuring out how to
explain it to my wife. So I look forward to
working you again next year as VK5CE/?
from OC-???
Craig, VK5CE

There was the ever present threat of
crocodiles and this would cross my mind as
I went to bed. I was on the north side of the
island and there was a large crocodile on the
south side of the island. I would hope that
he would stay in his territory. Mind you, the
mangrove on the north side of the island
was a constant reminder that maybe there
was one there too. I would inspect the beach
each day for crocodile slide marks in the

vk5ce@yahoo.com.au
http://oc255.blogspot.com.au/
[With thanks to IREF]

_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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Antenna Tuners for 160 metres
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

rms: the capacitive reactance is 440 ohms
and so the total impedance is approximately
443 ohms. That means that the voltage at
the feedpoint is 886 volts rms, or 1250 volts
peak.

Most 160 antennas are relatively short. If
they are less than O/4, they look like a
capacitor in shunt with a resistor: longer
than O/4, they look like and inductor in
shunt with a resistor. Or they look like a
reactance in series with a resistor, because at
any frequency, a series reactance-resistor
combination has an equivalent parallel
reactance-resistor combination – figure 1.

At this stage we can see why a tuner not
rated for high voltages will have problems –
at 400 watts, we are up to 2500 volts peak
and 4 amps rms, and someone running a
kilowatt (shame – nobody in the UK would
do that!) is up at 4kV peak and 6.3 amps
rms.
The simplest network is the ‘L’ network –
figure 2 - but it is limited in the range of
impedances it can match.

Values can range from perhaps 1 microfarad
in series with 37 ohms (if you are on
seawater!) and around 135 feet vertical to a
more modest 50pF in series with about 5
ohms plus earth losses for an unloaded 16
foot whip at 2MHz. Most amateur stations
are constrained in antenna efficiency by the
earth losses, so it may come as no surprise
to find that short antennas tend to have
higher
than
expected
series
feed
impedances. Add to this the fact that
modern transmitters are ‘touchy’ with
respect to the load impedance (SWR) that
they see, and it becomes obvious that some
sort of impedance matching circuit is
required.

The network of figure 2 to will transform
from a low resistance to a high resistance:
obviously, the ‘in’ and ‘out’ can be reversed
if transforming the other way. There is
another complication – the working Q of the
circuit is completely dependent upon the
impedance transformation ratio. In circuits
handling power, uncontrolled Q can be a
problem, because doubling the working Q
(as opposed to the component Q) doubles
the circulating current: because losses are
proportional to the square of the current
ratios, doubling Q increases the losses by 4
times! Further, depending again on the
impedances, the values can become
impractical. In the case of the ‘inverted L’,
reversing the Fig 2 network shows that
variable input capacitor is around 1800pF –
practical with say a 3 gang 500pF valved

Let’s assume the antenna is an ‘inverted L’
about 40 feet high and say 80 feet long. It
looks capacitive, probably about 200pF, and
with the relatively poor earth most of us
have, will probably be about 25 :. The WR
is very high - around 100:1. To get 100
watts into 25:requires a current of 2 amps
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broadcast receiver type tuning capacitor
with about 750pF in parallel, and the
inductance about 53 PH. At 100 watts, there
is 600 mA of RF in the 750 pf capacitor and
840mA in the variable capacitor. At 400
watts, these have increased to 1.2 amps in
the 750pF and 1.7 amps in the variable: now
pushing on to 1000watts, there are 1.9 amps
in the fixed capacitor and 2.7 amps in the
variable.

The T has a very wide range of matching,
but has the problem that it is relatively easy
to find (especially with a variable inductor!)
a set of values that provides a good match to
the transmitter with no current into the
antenna, leading to component overheating
or even arcing over. The range of values
needed to give a wide range of matching
from 160 to 10 metres is also large. One
problem that appears when the ‘roller
coaster’ type of variable inductor is used is
that if the unused portion is left open circuit,
then it can resonate with the stray capacity
on one of the HF bands, producing very
high voltages and arcing. If the unused part
is short circuited, on the LF band and 160 in
particular, the few short circuit turns get a
high current induced in them and can
overheat!

We could do a similar exercise on a wire
say 180 feet long and see similar answers: if
it were quarter wave resonant it would be
fairly low impedance, dominated for most
people by earth losses. A resonant half wave
antenna has an impedance of around 6000:
resistive so would have a voltage at 100
watts of about 770 volts RMS.
To cover all possible impedances requires
four configurations in an ‘L’ match: as fig 2,
fig 2 with ‘in’ and ‘out’ reversed, and with
shunt inductors and series capacitors - figure
3.

The S network suffers from the requirement
of needing a very large range of capacitance
at the output, in conjunction with a possible
very high voltage requirement.
One very flexible arrangement is the parallel
tuned circuit – fig 5 (below). In balanced
form, it was popular in pre and early post
WW2 days, and offers some advantages
over baluns.

In order to be able to match a wide range of
antenna impedance over a wide frequency
range, other configurations have evolved.
Of these, the S, the reversible L network as
in fig 2 and the T network are the most
common. Most automatic tuners appear to
use the L network of figure 2, the
configuration depending on the load
impedance the tuner sees. The T network is
a variant of the L: it can be considered as
two back to back L networks.

The value of the capacitor is chosen on the
basis of ‘one and a half picofarads per metre
of wavelength’ – which seems a bit hit and
miss until you realise that on that basis
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the losses would be about 160 watts!
Meanwhile the parallel tuned circuit would
only (!) lose about 130 watts in the coil…
The coil problem is not quite as bad as
might at first appear, since unless one is
running RTTY or SSTV, the duty cycle
comes into play, even in a CW contest,
giving the coil chance to cool. Nevertheless,
it is advisable to securely bolt the
connections – and make sure you use
BRASS nuts and bolts! However, duty cycle
doesn’t help the capacitor breakdown
voltage difficulties. All to which is why
many good 160 metre tuners use a vacuum
variable capacitor….

even a resonant end fed half wave at 6000
ohms or so will still have a working Q under
20. So for 160m, you need about a 300pF
capacitor and about 35 or so microhenries of
inductance. In use, the tx is tapped in at the
bottom and with low power, the circuit
adjusted for resonance – a dip in SWR or
better, with a neon lamp held close to the
capacitor, maximum glow! Then tap the
antenna in above the input tap and tune for
minimum SWR. Move the antenna tap up
the coil: if you run out of capacity, it means
the antenna is inductive, but for capacitive
antennas, you need less capacitance. The
idea is to tap the antenna as far up the circuit
as possible (minimising working Q), tuning
for minimum SWR each time. Then adjust
the input tap for minimum SWR, retuning as
necessary. In practice, it takes longer to read
how to do it than to do it!

The folded unipole vertical used on both 80
and 160 at G3RZP has an L network as in
fig 2: this uses a 5kV vacuum variable and a
roller coaster from a wartime RCA ET4336
transmitter (pair of 813s with 2250 volts on
the anodes). A further loading inductor is
used on 160, relay switched with a BIG
relay purchased at Dayton for $5, with the
inductor and capacitor tuned remotely by
motors since the antenna impedance
variation over 80 m is too great to allow
tuning with only one variable. That was
possible when the tower was top loaded
with a 205BA and an interlaced 4 element
10m/4 element 15m beam; changing to a 4
element Steppir reduced that loading, even
after bonding the parasitic element centre
points to the boom.

For our assumed ‘inverted L’, the aim
would be to tap right at the top of the tuned
circuit: the tuning should be fairly flat, but a
lot depends on the antenna Q and how
rapidly it changes with change of frequency.
You would be looking for coil of 32 turns, 3
inches in diameter and 5 inches long, wound
with at least 14SWG (2.0mm) or preferably
12SWG (2.6mm) tinned copper wire.
Capacitor voltage will be the same as the
antenna so at 1kW, something of the order
of a 5kV working 300pF capacitor is
needed. This makes the reversed L network
analysed earlier look attractive. But the
series inductance in that case became about
53PH, and if we assume a unloaded Q of
150 (which is not that easy to get!) at 1kW

Back in about 1948, Chu and Wheeler
published certain criteria regarding antenna
size: basically they said that the smaller the
antenna, the higher its Q, i.e. the ratio of
reactance to radiation resistance increased.
This means in practice that more reactance
is needed to tune the antenna and that
reactance has losses….the bigger the
reactance, the bigger the losses. So
hopefully, some of the reasons why
commercial tuners aren’t too happy with
most Top Band antennas have become
slightly clearer. Now with a radial field of
about 80 132 foot wires under a 132 foot
vertical, the matching and loss problems
would be negligible.
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HF Noise Measuring Campaign
Protect Your Spectrum
Please support the HF Noise Measuring Campaign started by Gwyn/G4FKH and the
RSGB Noise Floor Study.
Professional bodies do not listen to amateurs (however well qualified and
experienced they may be as individuals) unless they can provide continuous, calibrated,
traceable and repeatable evidence in sufficient quantity to make a scientifically
provable case. That applies to water pollution, air pollution, food and radio pollution, to
name a few.
The radio authorities are driven by other criteria than satisfying radio amateurs,
especially as amateurs get their privileges free of charge when other users of the spectrum
are charged very large sums of money and have a proportionate voice.
The way to persuade such bodies is to provide data using calibrated instruments on a
large enough and diverse enough scale that inadequacies in current spectrum
management become evident, especially where it impinges on basics like the radio
background noise floor. It should be treated as if fighting a court case. Without scientific
evidence we will fail.
Many radio amateurs spend a sizeable proportion of their incomes amounting to many
thousands of pounds in a lifetime. Radio noise pollution is a rising menace that presently
is unseen by most and it is on the shoulders of unpaid amateurs to provide the evidence
for the authorities to act, simply because no-one else will. The RSGB have enlisted a
university to provide the third party necessary for the job.
It will take a long time to conquer this threat and we will have to spend our own money
doing it; but it can only be done in a coordinated way. I fully support this initiative and
have purchased a set for my personal use. My club has also purchased a set to enable
each member to record the noise signature at their QTH which will be re-tested on a
timely basis.
Please join us; we need a wide coverage of the country in all environments and your
measurements can be used as evidence of noise pollution at your site.
David Cutter, G3UNA Chairman Ripon And District Amateur Radio Society
See:
www.g4fkh.co.uk/projects/noise-measuring-campaign
http://rsgb.org/main/technical/propagation/noise-floor-study/
www.psyphi.net/cgi-bin/hfnoise
www.crosscountrywireless.net
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The RSGB Convention – The Future?
Roger Western, G3SXW
A lot of little things went wrong at this
year’s RSGB Convention. But these details
were mostly related to the venue, not to
RSGB management. The 300+ attendees
were presented with a well-managed event –
the organising team are to be congratulated,
not chastised. However, it does give pause
for thought about how things could have
been better, hence the title to this short
piece: it’s about The Future. Should the
event be reassessed, in terms of its broad
strategy, its raison d’être?

hopefully to make it more cost-effective, but
nonetheless with two disparate groups
meeting under one roof. But it was
designed, may we suggest, particularly to
save the VHF Convention and to provide a
successful event for that sub-group. This has
been achieved by the merger and I feel sure
that VHFers are most grateful for that.
The 2013 Programme
A quick analysis of the programme shows
52 talks in five lecture streams. Only 15 of
these were specifically entitled for the HF
community, while 11 had specific VHF
titles. The remaining 26 were ‘general’.
True, it was the Centenary Year so there
were 11 historical items, leaving a mixed
bag of 15 technical and sundry topics. This
then was a far cry from the good old days of
the ‘HF Convention’ where ALL talks, in
three streams, were HF-oriented. This year
it was less than one-third.

To look forward let’s firstly look back. The
‘HF Convention’ was always hugely
enjoyable, well supported, well run. Some
of the venues like Oxford and Windsor are
warmly
remembered.
Meantime,
unbeknown to happy HFers the VHF
Convention was dying. The last one, to my
knowledge, was at Sandown Park several
years ago: it had become no more than a
‘Mobile Rally’ for the selling of equipment,
like many others around the country. So the
two Conventions were merged and renamed the ‘RSGB Convention’, to cater for
both HF and VHF. This was deemed
unpopular by many HFers who, dare I
suggest, are in the big majority.

The general feeling was of a somewhat
diffuse programme. Apart from attending
the DXpedition talks, many HFers spent
their time chatting in the lounge, which
remained busy throughout the day
suggesting that on the one hand socialising
is a very important part of the weekend, but
secondly that many of the talks were not of
sufficient interest.

Generalising, one might suggest that HF and
VHF each have a largely distinct following.
In other words relatively few folks have a
serious interest in both parts of the
spectrum. We are therefore socially
different groups as well, with different
interests. I have likened it to tennis and
squash players. At this merged Convention
each talk has mostly been concerned with
one, not both of the two areas. It is also
noticeable that, quite naturally, the two
groups have little social interaction. There’s
nothing wrong with that, it just happens. So,
it might be postulated that the merging of
the two events was merely a device,
intended only to boost numbers and

Two items stand out as major coups by
RSGB: Nobel Prize winner K1JT and the
Ofcom presentation, surely a first. These
were not specific to HF or VHF, but
extremely well received and many
congratulations to RSGB for pulling them
off.
The Future?
There were several mildly irritating things at
this year’s Convention: things like late
24

dinner; £7 for a sandwich lunch which
anyway sold out before 1pm; delegates
whose independent Internet bookings were
summarily cancelled; a 20-minute queue for
coffee; RSGB refusal to accept QSL cards
for the Bureau... such irritations should not
have happened, but these can be fixed.
Many issues are venue-related: Horwood
House is a rabbit warren and charged (even
after the negotiated discount) central
London pub prices. But the main issue is
that we have outgrown it.

be worthwhile to invest in the shares of
these companies as they are surely hugely
profitable!).
But let us firstly determine the ideal
direction in which to travel and only then
face up to these logistical issues. Let us
revert to a stand-alone ‘HF Convention’.
Hopefully RSGB will take this proposal on
board. If they do not then we might even
envisage, in the light of the 2013
shortcomings, a break-away event: CDXC
could make a good fist of it. I bet Neville
could put up 300 of us -

So, surely the core issue for the future must
be to re-establish the nature of the event, to
get it back to being an attractive programme
which will satisfy the punters. I have never
before heard several of my disgruntled pals
say that they will definitely not come again
next year.

Onward to 2014 and Beyond
Need such a split be sudden or could it
somehow be transitional? In July 2014 we
hear that it is intended to offer a one-off,
50th Anniversary IOTA Convention at
Beaumont, that lovely venue near Windsor
which hosted several magnificent HF
Conventions in years gone by. The only
down-side, as I see it, is cost - but perhaps
we could stay at cheap local hotels or find
other ways to make it affordable. This will
prove a major event.

In summary, there are two problems: the
programme (too diffuse) and the venue (too
small). The solution? Surely it is staring us
in the face: to solve both problems in one
fell swoop just split the event back to its
roots as two separate Conventions. Separate
HF and VHF Conventions would each be a
little smaller, but more concentrated. Then
perhaps we can get back to the topics which
enthuse HFers such as contesting and IOTA
– neither of which got barely a look-in this
year.

Here then is a mild prediction: if RSGB
persists with a combined HF + VHF
Convention next October, then many HFers
will prefer to support the IOTA event
instead, because of its HF content and HF
camaraderie. It might also be that many of
us could not afford the time or the money to
attend both IOTA and RSGB. So in 2014
only RSGB could if it chooses put full
backing behind the IOTA Convention for
HFers while converting ‘RSGB Convention’
into ‘RSGB VHF Convention’.

Practicalities
Yes, of course, this proposal leads to many
sub-plots, in particular who would run two
separate Conventions, when even one
stretches the organisers. But I was always
taught in business to set the goals first, then
to face the challenges of reaching them as
best we can.

Then in 2015 and beyond we would have
two separate events, well supported by both
sets of enthusiasts. Bingo - everyone would
be happy!

Questions like who, how and where spring
immediately to mind. One difficulty seems
to be that the hospitality industry in this
country offers precious little competition
these days and all are over-priced. (It must

‘E-mails to the Editor’ will be most
welcome!
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IOTA News
Part 1
IOTA Convention, Beaumont Estate, Old Windsor 2014
Further news on IOTA’s 50th Anniversary celebration at Beaumont House, Old Windsor next
year: the event is now firmly in the diary for the weekend of 4-6 July 2014 following the
decision of the RSGB Board at their September meeting to give it full support.
Plans are afoot to make this event something special. Not only will there be a large number of
overseas island DXpeditioners who have given out countless IOTA QSOs over the years, but
there will also be island chasers with whom many of you have been regularly competing in the
IOTA Honour Roll and now have a chance to meet. An interesting programme of events is
planned, ranging from experiences on the latest DXpeditions into topics such as the future of the
IOTA Programme and DXing generally in the face of serious challenges. Those of you who
were at the RSGB Convention this year and attended the ‘50 Shades of IOTA’ presentation will
know what some of these are! The event will be rounded off with musical entertainment and
celebration of 50 years of IOTA at the evening meals in various innovative ways. With the
promise of some of the Russian Robinson Club attending, this could become quite lively!
As this is a ‘special event’ we need to get a grasp of likely attendance to ensure that we reserve
sufficient rooms with the Beaumont. We are continuing to build the list of those who have
indicated a serious interest in attending, either in writing or by personal contact. We are now
well into three figures with amateurs from some 25 countries and five continents, including a
high number accompanied by their wives/partners.
We suspect that there are still CDXC members who have not yet made up their minds. Yes, July
2014 is still 8 months away, but this event is not like the annual RSGB Convention where you
can leave things to the last couple of months. We do need to know if you are interested as we
have to contract with the hotel with at least a ball-park figure of likely attendance and the
liability that goes with it. If you have not yet told me of your interest at
g3kma@dsl.pipex.com, please do so without delay. The Booking module will open within the
next few weeks.
An event such as this needs a lot of organising. Some helpers have come forward but we need
several more. Please consider if you can help make this event happen. Is there some
particular element of the organising where you can assist?
Update of data in IOTA Directory (2011 edition)
IOTA reference number issued
OC-275

YB9

Irian Jaya’s Coastal Islands South (Indonesia)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
EU-001
EU-167
EU-167
EU-167

SX5KL
CT1EEQ/P
CT1EGW/P
CT4NH/P

Kalolimnos Island, Dodecanese (May 2013)
Pessegueiro Island (August/September 2013)
Pessegueiro Island (August/September 2013)
Pessegueiro Island (August/September 2013)
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OC-065
OC-100
OC-104
OC-217
OC-236
OC-275
OC-275
OC-275

H40IOTA
H40IOTA
YJ0RK
YB3MM/P
YB8S
YB0AI/9
YD9RQX/P
YF1AR/9

Fenualoa Island, Reef Islands, Temotu Islands (August 2013)
Nendo Island, Temotu Islands (August 2013)
Ureparapara Island, Banks Islands (September 2013)
Saubi Island, Kangean Islands (August 2013)
Gangga Island (August 2013)
Kimaam Island (September 2013)
Kimaam Island (September 2013)
Kimaam Island (September 2013)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, i.e. not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA
RSGB IOTA Manager
20 October 2013
Part 2
The Russian Robinson Club’s 20th Anniversary Shindig (or a weekend in a
Russian Forest)
21 years ago in 1992 three young Russian amateurs landed on our doorstep in Chobham, having
travelled by train over three days from Novosibirsk in central Asiatic Russia. This was the first
time we had met Yuri UA9OBA, Yuri UA9OPA and Irina RZ9OA (the last-named introduced
as the female arm-wrestling champion of Novosibirsk!). I knew them well from their many
Russian island operations in the Arctic and they had come to attend that year’s HF and IOTA
Convention at the Beaumont (yes, t’was the ‘Beaumont of old’ under different management!).
That meeting showed just how much they were in love with operating from their islands and
with IOTA, which gave it an outlet. All the conversation was of islands and their island exploits,
often in the most horrendous of conditions. We learned to remember Yuri UA9OBA’s catch
phrase: “I love islands, I live islands, I dream islands.” It was not a surprise therefore when
months later in 1993 they set up the Russian Robinson Club (RRC), with its members called
‘Robinsons’ after Robinson Crusoe. The club’s objective was to promote activity principally
from the Russian IOTA groups, most of which were in the Arctic. In the 80s and 90s the
Russians had many remote island outposts in the frozen north and with the allocation of IOTA
numbers to many of these, amateurs on work contracts there found themselves in great demand
on the air rather than being treated as just another UA, UA9 or UA0. They took to IOTA – I
guess it relieved the boredom and loneliness of their situation – and this affection for remote
island operation and the pile-ups engendered remained with them when they returned to the
mainland. Many joined the RRC; it was a way of keeping in touch with their island colleagues,
often while waiting for the chance to return north.
As long ago as 1996 I was invited to attend as IOTA Manager their annual get-together in
Lipetsk, 350 kilometres south of Moscow, but the invitation was not taken up until this year, 17
years after it was first made. The event was not only a significant RRC anniversary, but its
venue had this year been moved to a site near the main Domodedovo Airport as part of the
larger Domodedovo 2013 amateur radio convention. Luckily our diaries were clear that
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weekend, so, albeit a little nervous, we accepted - although getting the visa was an experience in
itself and deserves a separate article.
So, on 19 September Gill and I landed late afternoon at Domodedovo Airport to be met by the
two Yuris and a bouquet of flowers for Gill. That evening Yuri (UA9OPA, now N3QQ) took us
around Red Square and Moscow’s Arbat Street, one of two tourist occasions we enjoyed during
our visit. The ride on the Moscow Metro was a hair-raising experience in itself – the stations
were grand, the rolling stock somewhat less so and the speed horrendously fast!
Originally we had booked into the recommended tourist hotel some distance from the event, but
we were then persuaded that it would be better to move to the Moskvich Hotel where we would
be on site. This was a rest house for, I guess, Russian government personnel. Located in a
heavily forested area, it consisted of administration and restaurant/conference facilities with
bedrooms in a series of accommodation blocks well spread out across the site among the trees.
Back to our arrival: as the taxi, hired by our hosts, entered the site we were greeted by Yuri
UA9OBA with a huge and very effective megaphone directing delegates to where they needed
to go. We found ourselves accommodated in a four-room suite in one of the accommodation
blocks! Although numbered, these blocks were so spread out that we lost our way several times
while trying to get to the main building. Since it rained almost continuously during our visit, this
made for endless trudging through water cascading down the pathways!
We soon met some of the 280 or so other convention delegates, all but 20 from Russia. These 20
were from some 10 countries, mainly the Ukraine and Belarus. Gill and I were the only Western
European or, for that matter, non-CIS European visitors (with the exception of two Romanians
and I believe an Estonian). We found everyone, without exception, enormously friendly and
welcoming – we still have the bear-hug imprints. The callsigns of many were familiar, often
from operations in the Arctic, or from meeting them at the RSGB Convention or at
Friedrichshafen over the years. I was able to exchange many a private joke from e-mail
exchanges over the past 28 years and even had an “I know that you know that I know that you
know” moment with a delegate in the Russian military!
The barbecue on the Friday evening was an event to remember. Somehow our hosts knew that
this year was our 50th wedding anniversary and marked it with a serenade of English love songs.
As the whisky flowed from a methuselah (yep, it was one monster bottle) and, of course, vodka
the party grew livelier with dancing and continual toasts to each other. Our welcome was
overwhelming. This continued in the more formal surroundings the following evening at the
Gala Dinner, where again there were hours of singing and dancing and clinking of glasses.
Suddenly between courses, we were led outside to experience a glorious firework display put on
by RA3NAN. Another evening to remember.
The meeting sessions had the usual wide range of talks, award giving, videos of fearless
DXpeditions and displays of equipment to admire and buy. Although Yuri N3QQ acted as my
interpreter for the IOTA talk and at other key moments, the lack of a knowledge of Russian did
cause attention to wander a little. In fact one came to wonder what the subject of conversation
was with the very long speeches which tended for the most part to be heard by the audience
without interruption, except for polite clapping. In the coffee breaks it was enjoyable to have
animated discussion with one of the RRC organising committee who was wearing a Manchester
United T-shirt about our differing hopes for topping the Premier League this season!
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On the Sunday our hosts took us into Moscow on an unforgettable visit to a Polar Restaurant
where we sampled inter alia many forms of reindeer meat, arctic goose, frozen fish, mistletoe,
half a dozen sorts of caviar and eight sorts of vodka! The restaurant was stunningly decorated
with furs, carved walrus tusks, whale skeletons, windows engraved with arctic scenes and a
ceiling draped with voile dyed to resemble the northern lights. There are currently just two of
these restaurants, one in Moscow, the other in Novosibirsk. A third is scheduled to open in
London within the next few months. Go to it for a memorable experience.
The visit finished far too soon. Late Sunday afternoon saw us on the way back to Heathrow. On
the way out I had been able to make an aerial inspection from the window seat of Fehmarn (EU128), Usedom/Uznam (EU-129) and Wolin (EU-132), but no such luck on the return as darkness
was closing in.
Summing up, it was a hugely enjoyable visit. The Russian amateurs were very friendly and
hospitable and seemed to appreciate having visitors from Western Europe. We owe a huge debt
of gratitude to RRC President Yuri UA9OBA, Sergey RA3NAN who has done so much to
finance many of the IOTA operations over the years and the rest of the RRC organising team
and sponsors, to our interpreter and guide Yuri N3QQ, to Harry RA3AUU and the other
Domodedovo 2013 organisers, and to Victoria RA0BM, Irena RZ9OA and Yelena RC5A who
accompanied us around Moscow on the last day, and finally to the many others who made us
feel so welcome. We look forward to seeing as many as can make it at next year’s IOTA 50th
Anniversary celebration.
Roger Balister, G3KMA RSGB IOTA Manager
E-mail: g3kma@dsl.pipex.com
Website: www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com
___________________________________________________________________

Digital Diary
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
more of the obscure modes. I would also
appreciate some input from those who are
using some of the other modes so that I can
keep abreast of developments, operations
and what goes where.

Change of Name?
Martyn, our beloved Editor, has decided to
make life more demanding for this old G3
Luddite! As you can see, the column has
been renamed ‘Digital Diary’. This covers a
multitude of sins, mainly because I do not
operate much data other than RTTY myself.
I have tried most of the other modes, was
not impressed and they did not catch on
enough for me to use them on a regular
basis. However, I am willing to include
anything data within this column, so I guess
I shall have to devote some time to using

I used to run an HF BBS, GB7LDI, for
many years from 1983 and enjoyed using
HF packet. I also ran the UK Satgate with
the same call, but all this died a death with
the birth of the Internet. Amateur radio took
a dive and has never recovered. I closed
both the HF BBS and the Satgate when both
traffic and users dropped dramatically to an
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first half of the contest, but as soon as I
switched to MMTTY my life got easier!

unjustifiable level. The running costs alone
with a 24/7 on the air policy were enough to
make me close down. My BBS still runs on
the Internet but I have zero users now and if
it were not for my DX Cluster, GB7RDX,
where both run on the same PC, I would
have not bothered with running it. As it
stands, the BBS exchanges bulletins with
about 12 other BBS around the world,
equally as fast as the Internet, all amateur
traffic, but nobody looks at it! It seems all
rather pointless. I still have the ICS PTC-II
data modem here. It has been used once
only and has sat on a shelf, lonely as a cloud
ever since! Anybody interested? I originally
got it to turn over to Pactor - but too late,
I’m afraid.

Decoding with two-tone, I have to say,
when tuned in correctly seems better with
weak signals, although it was not possible to
perform a direct comparison in contest
conditions. I think it will take lots of
training for me to become as efficient with
two-tone as I am with MMTTY. Certainly
the ‘feel’ was not there and I think I
sacrificed some QSOs in my attempts!
I did finish with 174 QSOs, so not too bad,
but I would have done better had I played
with two-tone for a lot longer. I am so
accustomed to having a 250Hz filter and
hearing just mark and space. Tuning that
way is so much easier.

Does anybody run data via satellite these
days? What data mode on HF is YOUR
favourite and why? Do you think that
RTTY, as the oldest data mode, has a
limited life span? Come on, Scottie; use
your keyboard or your transporter of choice
to beam up your thoughts to me!

75 Baud RTTY
The BARTG 75 Baud Sprint contests are
gaining in popularity and more stations
seem to be taking part each year. I see there
is an ongoing battle being fought on the
reflector about macros, use of callsigns at
the end of macros, unnecessary periods, the
use of ‘de’ when enunciating your own call,
using CR/LF at the end of a line - plus other
idiosyncrasies that we may use. We all have
our own preferences but there are some
suggestions that might help. This is
especially true with 75 Baud, because there
is nothing worse than chasing data up the
screen! It comes in so fast at that speed, that
it is necessary to make other people’s lives
easier as well as our own.

Two-tone
As promised, I gave two-tone a whirl in the
BARTG 75 Baud Sprint. I decided to split
the contest in half, first with two-tone and
then using MMTTY, my normal decoder. I
set it all up before the contest and tried a
couple of dummy contacts. All seemed fine,
but tuning was still a problem for me.
However, the contest started and not too
much activity on 10 metres. I worked a few
USA stations with no problem, and about 30
minutes of that was enough. I switched to
fifteen, where there was a lot of activity. My
tuning problems started there! I could not
get used to knowing what station I was
copying, whether I was hearing one tone
from one station and another tone from
somebody else! This complicated things for
me, because I am not accustomed to looking
at the tuning indicator. I tune by ear, much
faster and easier for me. I guess it’s my
musical trait telling there [Roger is a
consummate pianist. Ed.]. I struggled for the

Here is the perfect RTTY exchange,
stripped of all unnecessary frills:
"(CR/LF)CQ CQ G3LDI G3LDI CQ " (one
space at the end)
"(CR/LF)G3PDH G3PDH " (two spaces at
the end)
"(CR/LF)G3PDH 599 105 105 105 " (one
space at the end)
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"(CR/LF)G3LDI 599 203 203 203 " (one
space at the end)

it difficult to operate normally, much less
with short macros. It could be interesting to
find out!

"(CR/LF)TU G3LDI CQ " (one space after
CQ)

Band Slots

The two spaces at the end of line 2 are to
help Writelog users by highlighting the
second ‘G3PDH’, making it ‘insertable’. It
also helps to have a repeat just in case QRM
takes out the first call.

I had an interesting Email from Ian Davies,
G3KZR, in May 2012. I must first of all
apologise to Ian for the delay in dealing
with this. I have not been limited to space,
but usually like to keep it to between one
and two pages, so it is difficult to keep up
sometimes. Feedback seems to come in
lumps, months with nothing and then
everything at once and I have to be aware of
keeping things in some sort of order! This is
what Ian says:

If you are calling CQ, and expecting a
pileup, you can change the third line to:
"(CR/LF)G3PDH 599 105 105 105 G3PDH
" (1 space at the end)
The second G3PDH will help in case the
first one gets clobbered by QRM, or to
confirm to others that it IS ‘G3PDH’ that
you are working. Sometimes overs can
coincide meticulously close enough so that a
third party call, ‘G3ZZZ’, assumes you are
working him. By putting the ‘G3PDH’ at
the end this will show just who you ARE
working. I like to see my call at the
beginning of line 4 to confirm it is ME that
‘G3PDH’ is working.

---------I have over 300C worked on RTTY and
always go for filling in the remaining
entities on my list. Such an example was
7O6T. However, I found it staggeringly
difficult to break through the streams of EU
stations despite the very good propagation
to Sudan for much of the time. I eventually
got through on 12m on the day before shutdown. This represented one of the longest
times on air I have ever spent to get a
wanted QSO. This was in contrast to CW
and SSB, where I ticked off various 'slots' I
needed within the first few days.

Spaces at the end of lines are preferable to
CR/LF to allow data to be captured, as
described above. I had one station come
back to me in the 75 Baud Sprint with just
‘102’. It was sent just once and I was lucky
to get it. However, living on that principle,
asking for repeats can take more time than if
the number had been sent three times
anyway. I also have one key programmed
for ‘CQ G3LDI’ Setting this to Auto-CQ
can be useful during quiet periods, with one
finger on the escape key to stop it if a reply
ensues.

I noted that G QSOs on RTTY were
infrequent apart from one 20-minute period
when a raft of UK top guns were logged
(including G3LDI…) so the EU wall must
have been massive and very loud for the
ops. In the past RTTY has been a minority
sport and QSOs correspondingly easier to
get!
Of course maybe there has not been any
RTTY from Sudan for 30 years or
something
and
therefore
absolutely
everyone wanted a QSO. It does, however,
point to the probability that RTTY has now
reached a level of popularity that
expeditions should schedule the mode as if
it were a priority rather than an add-on.

Whilst talking 75 Baud RTTY, it might be
used in the 2014 CC contests. Tests will
take place on 80m starting in January to
assess the viability of using this speed. 80
metres is a peculiar band to operate RTTY
on in the winter time anyway; lots of phase
distortion, selective fading and so on make
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I beefed to Don, G3XTT, that the T32C
expedition, despite its record RTTY QSO
tally, did a rather poor job for RTTY to EU
(lots of comments on the cluster). In that
case I did not need RTTY for my tally, but I
did give them a go from time to time to join
in the game of slot filling the 5-Star gang
encourage.

bands RTTY and was going to call them on
10m when I saw their plea on their website
about restraining from working them on
more bands, so I desisted. I then gave this
some thought, and came to the conclusion
that the DXpeditions are getting a lot of
grief, unnecessarily so, with this leaderboard and band-slot craze that has caught on
in the last few years. It IS selfish; it DOES
cause bad operating and is totally bizarre. I
can understand wanting to work them on the
LF bands as well, on ONE mode, preferably
CW, but to fill all nine bands, why? I
worked the 6O0CW on four bands CW and
one RTTY and left it at that. I would have
liked to work them on 160m, but didn't.

So the upshot is that RTTY must by now be
a mode of choice for many stations and it
should be given more focus by multiband/mode expeditions. I wonder whether
this resonates with members' views?
---------I must admit that Ian has a valid point here.
I think some of this stems from the issue of
special awards for working DXCC on 19
bands with plaques as well. If these awards
were not available, maybe it would ease the
situation.

A fairer alloting of time to each mode might
help, but not all ops are experienced with
RTTY, so it would pay future expeditions to
do what the operation below is trying to do.

7O6T left it rather late to operate RTTY and
was deluged with those waiting. You could
tell the impatience by looking at the Cluster.
No spots, but comments like “When
RTTY?" and so on. I must admit I don't
normally go for band-spots and never have.
If I work a new entity, I like to have it on
CW, RTTY and SSB and that would be it;
I’m more than happy with that. However, a
local DXer more or less challenged me to
band-spots and it got to be a competition
locally just to see how many we could work.
Good fun, but very selfish.

www.swazidx.org/

Swaziland 3DA0ET DXpedition

This expedition is due to run from Saturday,
16 November to Wednesday, 27 November
2013. We're a multi-national team
comprising British, Canadian, American,
German and South African operators, who
collectively bring a wealth of prior
DXpedition experience to the table (see
‘The Team’ page), covering all operating
modes.
We're covering all the HF bands and 6m as
a secondary goal if we spot any openings,
on CW, SSB and RTTY. On the topic of
RTTY, we hope to be a little different to
many DXpeditions and have a solid focus
on maximising our RTTY QSO count by
having a dedicated full-time RTTY station
on the air from start to finish. To this end
the main RTTY operators will be John,
GW4SKA as Team Leader and Chris,
G8APB as RTTY Specialist. John and Chris
between them and assisted by others of
course, will try to maintain that 24/7 RTTY
operation and will be looking out for UK
stations.

We did the same with T32C and I got 18
band-slots with them. Referring to your
comments again regarding RTTY operation,
I was waiting for T32C to go from SSB to
RTTY on 10m. He was actually calling CQ
with few takers, so I called in and asked
when he was going to RTTY. He said: in
about ten to fifteen minutes. I waited
patiently and you can guess what happened:
the band dropped out.
I also got hooked on the 7O6T band-slots
again with G0DWV. I worked them on three
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command a pile-up on all modes,
presumably because of the call, because it is
not particularly rare. FO/KH0PR on OC238, FO5QB on OC-046 from Tahiti, and I
did work Mike, VP8NO. No time to chat
however: such a pile-up!

And finally…
DX worked from here on RTTY when time
available since the last issue:
3B8/G0TSM: Justin was quite active from
there on all modes. I think it was supposed
to be a holiday so I am not sure what his
wife thought of it! H7H seemed to

73 de Roger, G3LDI

_____________________________________________________________________

E-mails to the Editor
From G3ZSS

From G3RZP

Once again it is time for the CDXC HF
Challenge, and like the LF Challenge I
would like to see a change back to the
previous rules where the result is based
upon the overall number of band slots
worked and not only DXCCs as presently
used. The chasing of band slots requires far
more operator skill and should be rewarded
more than just sitting on either 15m or 40m
(depending on which Challenge event) and
working the countries. Perhaps the rules
should be alternated on an annual
basis? Secondly can the LF Challenge be
moved from March to February to
encourage more band slot chasing on 160m
and 80m?
73 Peter G3ZSS

Do the RSGB know something we don't?
Order from them online, and for the address
they offer a list of countries to which your
RSGB books can be despatched. One of
these is Bouvet Island. Are they expecting a
resident on the bands soon?
Peter G3RZP

We regret to record the passing
of the following CDXC
members
DF1AL
G3GEJ

Jürgen Weidemann
Les Airey

_____________________________________________________________________
Update on Special Contest Calls (SCC) (by Ian G0FCT)
All currently issued SCCs (individual and club) expire on 31st December 2013. All SCC holders
need to re-apply if they wish to continue using their currently assigned callsigns after the expiry
date. The good news is that as from 1st January 2014 Ofcom have relaxed the restrictions on
contests in which these callsigns may be used (where the use of such callsigns is permitted by
the contest organisers).
The qualification standard to obtain a SCC will be the same as it is currently.
Details can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/nf9zl68
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CDXC HF Challenge 2013
Congratulations to Gary/M0IKW for having won the Hinson Trophy and to Lionel/G5LP for
having won the Chairman’s Cup in the 2013 HF Challenge! Gary has set a new DXCC total
record – 201 – for the HF Challenge, and this marks the first time that both the first- and secondplace winners are from the mainland UK.
Norman/5B4AIF is the winner of the Third Place salver for 2013, and Lionel/G5LP has set a
new milestone in winning the salver for most DXCCs on a single band for EVERY band – 15m,
12m, 10m and 6m!
Certificates of Merit will be awarded to G3TXF (who only participated for part of the month due
to his travels to the Caribbean), G3SVD, MW0CRI, DK1II, EA5ARC, EI7CC and M0TTB.
Trophies and salvers will be presented at the next CDXC AGM in July 2014, while certificates
will be e-mailed to winners shortly.
Complete results are shown on the Club Log website https://secure.clublog.org/hfchallenge.php,
while the results for the top ten stations are shown below. Congratulations to all the winners!

Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Call Sign
M0IKW
G5LP
5B4AIF
G3TXF
G3SVD
MW0CRI
DK1II
EA5ARC
EI7CC
M0TTB

15M
156
170
165
126
117
128
116
84
111
89

12M
63
134
62
110
59
48
40
33
8
32

10M
41
95
75
44
29
50
50
16
24
16

6M
0
12
8
0
1
0
0
1
0
0

DXCCs
201
187
172
170
168
162
135
125
124
115

Slots
260
411
310
280
206
226
206
134
143
137

CDXC DX Marathon Challenge 2014 – Reminder
The 2014 CDXC DX Marathon Challenge will start on 1 January 2014 and end on 31 December
2014. The full announcement appeared in the September 2013 Digest (page 39) and the full
rules are available on the CDXC website at
www.cdxc.org.uk/CDXC_DX_Marathon_Challenge/Rules
The overall objective is to work as many DXCC entities as possible during the calendar year,
and to upload your QSOs regularly to Club Log so that all CDXC members can see how they are
doing. QSOs on all bands and all modes are eligible for the challenge. Everyone is invited to
enter, but only CDXC members will be eligible for awards. You must register your
participation on Club Log https://secure.clublog.org/cdxc.php to be included!
The Committee is pleased to announce that, following member comments and input, three
travelling trophies will be offered: one for the overall winner, one for the CW winner, and one
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for the Phone winner. Each of these trophies will be named and sponsored, the details of which
will be announced shortly. In addition, salvers will be awarded to be kept by these three trophy
winners plus the overall runner-up and third place stations. Down-loadable certificates will be
awarded to those placing 4th-10th overall, and also to the highest scoring Foundation licensee, the
highest scoring Intermediate licensee, and the highest scoring “rookie” Full licensee with three
years or less experience.
Good luck and Good DX to everyone in 2014!

Bob Barden, MD0CCE

MØC
The 2013 WPX SSB Contest results were published earlier this week. MØC was World
4th in Assisted LP 40m and World #1 in TS category (Tribander + wires) with a new
world record. MWØZZK (as GW9T) is also to be congratulated on a European Top 5
finish in the challenging Single Op Assisted High Power All Bands category.
73 Dave, G3WGN

Major Input to promote data transmissions from Swaziland in November
John Barber/GW4SKA and myself, Chris Plummer/G8APB, are joining this expedition
to 3DA0 land in November, and as both of us are fully paid-up CDXC members, we
thought a little publicity in the next Digest would be applicable. We fly out on the 15th of
November and return on the 26th and as John and myself are both also BARTG
Committee members we will be doing most of the RTTY operating. We hope to make
this mode at least 35-40% of the contacts to be made, and to this end we will be running
RY 24/7 as 3DA0ET.
Please refer to the website below for 3DA0ET for details of frequencies / bands etc. We
have been told we cannot make skeds (reasonable really, considering the probable pileups), but of course when John or myself are operating we will look out for fellow CDXC
members.
Operations will be with 5 or 6 independent stations located at a lodge at Piggs Peak, and
we will run SSB, CW and RTTY co-currently on the bands depending on interference
between the stations. Operation will also be on CW as a Multi-Multi station for the
CQWW CQ contest.
If it’s possible we would appreciate any donations. This can be via the website and these
would get a mention there as well as any sponsors. John and I will of course take loads of
photos and write an article for the CDXC Digest when we return. See http://swazidx.org/
for more info.
73 de Chris G8APB/John GW4SKA
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Remote operation under fire again
Germany to switch to call areas
Eavesdropping on radio amateurs

On the other hand remote operation can be
perfectly reasonable – as long as both the
operator are located in the same small-ish
country. Indeed here in the UK it can be a
highly refreshing experience to set the home
station up for fully remote operation, pop
down to your local pub for the evening, then
see what you worked when you get back.
________________________________

4
5
6

Nuremberg
Leipzig

In the wake of the NSA spying affair – and
the mobile phone conversations of leading
European politicians being monitored –
some radio amateurs have been complaining
about people listening in to - and recording their on-air conversations
for any
‘interesting’ content, especially on 40m
SSB. At the same time it has been said that
surely nobody in their right mind would
actually want to listen in to the rubbish
some of these people talk anyway.
_______________________________

As of the 1st of January 2014 the German
amateur radio callsign system as
administered by the Amateurfunkrufzeichenzulassungsbehörde
(Amateur
Radio
Callsign Allocation Authority) is to be
completely revamped so that in future
everybody will know exactly in which area
of Germany a station is located. As of the
end of 2013 all existing callsigns will no
longer be valid, no matter how attached
some German operators might become to
them, and all amateurs having to apply for a
new callsign in the DA – DR series to be
allocated solely by central computer - and
no exceptions made. The new callsign areas
will strictly follow the geographical
boundaries of the existing postcode areas as
follows:
Berlin
Hamburg
Hanover

9
0

Also, in order to avoid the considerable
confusion of the US callsign system, where
nobody knows in which state a station is
actually located any more, if a radio amateur
subsequently moves to a new location in a
different callsign area, then he/she will have
to apply for a new callsign with the correct
numerical prefix for that area. So if
DL7AAA in Konstanz, say, moves to
Friedrichshafen down the other end of Lake
Constance, then he/she will have to apply
for a new DL8 callsign, or whichever
alphabetical prefix the central computer
selects. In other words: if you want to keep
your new-style callsign, don’t move.
________________________________

Remote operation has come under fire again
recently, especially in those cases where an
operator is located in one country and the
transmitter is located in a completely
different one many miles away. Indeed not
long ago an American signing IT9/W2***
was heard going great guns on 20m SSB.
Yes, he was sitting happily in New York, he
said, but was transmitting via the station of
a friend of his in Palermo, Sicily. Mamma
mia indeed!

1
2
3

Stuttgart
Munich

Solution to Prize Crossword 60
I
S
L
A
N
D
E
R
F
A
U
R
E

Düsseldorf
Cologne
Frankfurt/M
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Digest Prize Crossword 61
1

2

3

by RFX
4

5

6

7

8

9
10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

21

The winner of Prize Crossword 60,
September 2013: Phil Holliday,
ZL3PAH, Christchurch.

22

16

19

20

23

25

24

26

27

28

ACROSS

DOWN

1 Revive current Spanish port tax (10)
6 Hagrid's hound starts to follow all new
Gryffindors (4)
10 Like country mostly using computer
technology (7)
11 One charged after sexual advance generates
strong feeling (7)
12 Israeli to play Bond girl (9)
13 Frequent answer in country pursuit (5)
14 Pound worshippers providing a little money
(5)
15 Soil inexpensive and going for a song (4,5)
17 Unusually no Chilean turtle (9)
20 Start where the filming takes place (5)
21 Old trick revealed by one who was inside (2-3)
23 Fuels provided by those dropping in from
Helsinki, say (9)
25 The contrary way poet writes? (7)
26 Operatic heroine Callas at first rejected - Dido
not excluded initially (7)
27 Sound way of walking street in northern town
(4)
28 Unusually CB's a creepy virtual environment!
(10)

1 Flower business loses court case (5)
2 Poet beheaded after another loses right to
become self-appointed lawman (9)
3 Leave the city and call a general election
(2,2,3,7)
4 Got better and took part in driving test (7)
5 Best clobber that may be used when in the fast
lane? (3,4)
7 Farewell to God (5)
8 Had it, so off to play snooker? (4,2,3)
9 Direct reorganisation of Welsh factories
(2,3,4,5)
14 Choose a piece of jewellery, say, in Yorkshire
town (9)
16 Stop on the DLR: it's an idea in a way (4,5)
18 Irreverence shown by one politician extremely
idle and tipsy (7)
19 Finally in Ransome, sailor dashed over to tell
story (7)
22 Animal identified by Channel Islands surgeon
(5)
24 European vegetable (5)
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Deadline for entries: 20 December

www.dx-world.net
from Col, MM0NDX

dxer59@gmail.com

As some may know, on behalf of DX World.net I have been able to donate to some
DXpeditions this past few months, mostly IOTA, which was always my intention. Now I
can't donate to all, only ones I feel deserve some recognition, but when I look closely at
the current list of expeditions which did receive some cash, I begin to wonder if I should
do it differently, assuming advertisers continue advertising next year.
Look yourself at the list (http://dx-world.net/adverts/) and you will see some DXpeds such
as FT5ZM ($500), ZK3N ($100), N8A ($200) and Bangladesh 2013 ($150).
That's almost $1,000. I can't help but think it's $1,000 ‘badly’ spent when that same
amount could have been used further (and better) for more IOTA activities. Take FT5ZM
for example. A HUGE DXpedition costing tens of thousands. Did my $500 donation really
help them when in essence that same amount could have been divided by 3, 4 or 5 for
future IOTA expeditions?
I have in my head a criteria for donating to upcoming IOTA Dxpeditions, but I'm keen to
know if you chasers and activators have other ideas? I welcome any feedback / advice.
Since the beginning of March – through companies advertising – DX World has been able
to donate to some IOTA DXpeditions. Very many organisations or clubs do not sponsor or
support IOTA efforts; if they do it’s usually to rare, ‘most wanted’ groups. This is where
DX World decided to focus on sponsoring semi-rare IOTA activations as virtually no help
is given to individuals or teams who attempt to activate island groups above 15-20%
wanted.
Half a year has passed and I’m delighted and proud to announce that just under $3,000 has
been donated to DXpeditions, mainly IOTA. That is $3,000 which was not available last
year. DX World aims to continue to sponsor/donate throughout next year. I'm really happy
to help out financially any upcoming IOTA DXpedition. There is a considerable shortage
of assistance to island activations outside the most wanted bracket, and that's the ‘window’
I'm looking at.
from G3KMA
“This is an amazing initiative and deserving of great praise and appreciation from the
IOTA Community. I have for long felt that there was very little financial support for the
operations that fall just outside the “rare” category (worked by less than 15% of recordholders) and that this was bound to impact in a discouraging way on some worthwhile and
much needed operations. With just this kind of financial assistance, some IOTA groups
that would not otherwise see an operation will get activated. This is just what we want.
Thanks a million.”
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
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How to Complete the CDXC Standing Order Request Form
(updated 17 September 2013)
1. The form should be addressed to your own Bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN after ‘reference'. This is very important as it is the way
your subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the appropriate subscription amounts (£18.00 is the current subscription
for UK members; or £24.00 for those living overseas).
4. The form has been pre-filled with "… 1st July next” and on “… each 1st July
thereafter". 1st July is the common subscription renewal date for all CDXC
members.
5. Enter your account details after 'Name of account to be debited' and your
account number.
6. Complete the lower part of the form with your name, address and the date. Don't
forget to sign it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE BANK
BRANCH WHICH LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. Please inform the CDXC Treasurer (treas@CDXC.org.uk) that you have set up a
Standing Order. The Treasurer will update your Membership type in the
Membership System and you will not then receive reminders prior to 1 st July
unless subsequently your remittance is not received.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made to
ensure that your bank is executing the order correctly.
Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by Standing Order!
On-Line Banking
If you use On-Line Banking then you can make a transfer directly to CDXC or use
these same details to set up a Standing Order Recurring Payment:
Sort-Code:

60-60-02

Account:

44532385

Account Name:

CDXC

Reference:

Enter your callsign

Bank:

NatWest - Kingston-upon-Thames Branch
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New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instruction

To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address: ……………………….…………………………………………………….

……………………….…………………………………………………….
Postcode:

……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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Exclusive Distributor
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From Stock

* Options
K3/100-F Built £2099.95 K3/100-K Kit £1999.95
When you buy a K3 the journey has only just begun. You get a top performance transceiver that is becoming the favourite
for DXpeditions and contests. It has a performance that would cost much more with some other brands, and you are in
good company. The data modes can be run entirely without a PC. You can add a completely separate receiver, and get the
P3 Panadaptor. Add an internal 10:1 VSWR ATU and sit it beside the 500W PA. Plus more to come!

From Stock

,95SBOTDFJWFS
The KX3 is becoming the favourite transceiver for
SOTA activity because it can be self-contained with
internal NiMH cells and internal Auto ATU capable of
even matching an end fed wire.
Features: *160-6m *All modes inc RTTY and PSK31
*Bandwidth down to 50Hz *Built in memory keyer
*Voice Memory Keyer *VOX and Compression
*Dual Receive *High Stability *Superb Dynamic Range
*I/Q output for iPad or Tablet Great Price

KX3 Built £899.95 KX3 Kit £959.95

We are now the Exclusive Distributors
SDR AT ITS BEST! AVAILABLE NOW
From Stock

ANAN100E / 100DE

ANAN10E - 15W

160m - 6m 100W - Receive 10kHz - 55MHz
Ethernet Connection
ANAN100 - 1 physical receiver and 7 software Rx
ANAN100D -2 physical receivers and 14 software Rx
Panoramic Display 384kHz (55MHz in future)
Rx Dynami range 125dB - IF down to 25Hz
IF rejection >100dB

Price - ANAN100 £2299 ANAN100D £2999 (Introductory).

From Stock

Price - £T549

Apache Labs are based in India and manufacture SDR monitoring receivers up 8.5GHz for government use. They now
bring their commercial expertise to the ham radio market. Check www.apache-labs.co.uk
The ANAN-10, 100 and 100D represent the very latest in 4th generation SDR technology, with the receiver software
chain being pushed further towards the antenna socket than ever before. This ensures receiver generated spurs and
‘birdies’ become a thing of the past. Something that will particularly please those who intend to use the ANAN series in
conjunction with a VHF or UHF transverter. Software: OpenHPSDR mRX Windows (Linux / Mac software to follow)

www.wsplc.com
Orderline: 01702 206835
Waters & Stanton, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS.
W&S @ Jaycee, 20 Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5DF

"Outstanding"
- Peter Hart
Our new flagship model
for real DXers

TS-990S
HF/50MHz TRANSCEIVER

receivers for simultaneous reception on two different bands
QDual

developed mixer that helps to achieve +40 dBm IP3
QNewly


1

with five types of newly developed 270 Hz–15 kHz roofing filter
QEquipped


2

DSPs installed in bandscope and main and sub receivers
QDedicated

Watts on HF/6M - Heavy-duty TX capability for prolonged operation
Q200

TFT display configuration allowing an intuitive grasp of conditions
QDual

1,2

Main RX only. 2 plus space for an optional filter

[ Other functions ] • Newly developed dividing PLL that divides high frequencies and achieves a high C/N ratio • Transceiver equipped with ±0.1 ppm TCXO, which
has a high degree of stability yet still conserves energy • Advanced AGC combining digital and analogue technology • Functions for eliminating various types
of interference and noise • Built-in automatic antenna tuner that enables high-speed operation • Twin cooling system that circulate sufficient airflow internally

Kenwood House Dwight Road Watford
Hertfordshire WD18 9EB, United Kingdom

*Alterations may be made without notice to improve the ratings or the design of the transceiver.
*The photographic and printing processes may cause the coloration of the transceiver to appear different from that of the actual transceiver.

www.kenwoodcommunications.co.uk

FT DX 3000D
HF/50MHz Base Transceiver

The impressive full-colour TFT display in the FTDX3000D not only looks
superb but enables both new and experienced operators to easily access
all the transceivers outstanding features and functions, therefore ensuring
they achieve the superior level of perfomance the FTDX3000D offers.
Our current range of HF transceivers are the result of over 50 years of
research, development and dedication to the amateur radio hobby, which
we continue to support and invest in.
All our new transceivers have a 2 year warranty* and are fully supported
by our authorised dealers and our Yaesu UK Service Centre.
*Terms and conditions apply.

See website for details.

Passionate about our hobby since 1956
www.yaesu.co.uk

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

Icom IC-7100
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O

Touch Screen
4m, 70MHz band as standard
Full coverage of HF/50/70/144&430MHz
Receiver coverage 39kHz – 200MHz & 400470MHz
100W on HF/50MHz 50W on 70/144MHz &
35W on 430MHz
D-Star as standard
Remote head as standard
Free SD Card containing all UK D-Star
repeaters
Angled weighted remote front panel for
fatigue free operation
Built-in speaker on rear of front panel
Digital features controlled by IF DSP
Remote control your IC-7100 using the
optional RC-28/RS-BA1 control
software
Built-in RTTY decoder
CW full break-in, CW reverse
Band scope
RF speech compressor for high clarity DX
audio

Come and grab the
Christmas present
you REALLY want at
our Hog Roast & Open
Day, Saturday 30th
November!

NEW

Have one in your shack today for only
£125 deposit & £33.26p/m*
Available ex-stock and FREE carriage to UK with Free pre-programmed SD card exclusive to ML&S
*£125 deposit, then 48 monthly payments of £33.26. TAP £1721.48. Subject to status.

Icom IC-7100 + Hog Roast = Merry Christmas!
For more info see:

www.HamRadio.co.uk/ic7100
ACCESSORIES

AMATEUR
RADIO

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Outline House, 73 Guildford Street,
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

ANTENNAS

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
AND FACEBOOK

HamRadioUK
E&OE

