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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
Just in case you’re still wondering what on
earth the 1997 VKØIR Heard Island
DXpedition is doing on the front cover, this
was (as you will read elsewhere...) one of
the first DXpeditions co-sponsored by
CDXC. Which is why it also seemed a
highly suitable focal point for this rather
special 200th Digest.

the Digest, but who was on the CDXC
Committee as of 7 March 1984 (when we
started to have a Committee...) to the
present day.
Continuing down memory lane (“Arr!”), on
page 15 you’re then treated to a re-print of
part of Newsletter No. 2, dated 14 October
1983. In those days the Newsletters were
also much shorter, typically only a few
rather flimsy pages. And, from what I can
see, it wasn’t until the very early 1990s that
the Newsletter started to carry adverts, albeit
fairly basic ones, together with graphics –
nay, pictures and photos of a kind. At least
we were gradually getting there.

Indeed you will have also noticed that, yes,
we have a new front page format. As
Neville says in his ‘President’s Patter’ on
page 5, “... we will stick to plain white gloss
card covers from now on with the
occasional Digest ‘Special’ in full colour.”
With a different image each time round, I
hasten to add. To quote Nigel, G3TXF,
“Gone is that bloke who’s been hanging
onto the Versatower on the CDXC Digest
cover all these years and who must be
getting arm ache by now!”

Which takes us back to where we started:
this month’s cover featuring the 1997 Heard
Island DXpedition – and as of page 17 a
fascinating article by Alan, G3PMR
(5B4AHJ), entitled ‘VKØIR – The Epic’. I
only wish I could have included the original
pictorial material to break up the rather
lengthy paragraphs with few sub-headings
(as in the original..), but again the picture
quality in those days wasn’t exactly
brilliant. Alan then treats us to a fascinating
list of which of the 300+ CDXC members in
those days worked VKØIR, and on how
many band/modes. Which also gives you a
good idea of who was ‘around’ at the time.
Yes, clearly Alan was already working
overtime for CDXC back then! See also
Chris’s ‘Chairman’s Chat’ on the next page.

In fact that bloke has been hanging onto that
Versatower for the last 14 years, ever since
this new cover was introduced in September
1998. This was to coincide with the renaming of - what was by then - the 115th
CDXC Newsletter as the CDXC Digest,
today with six bi-monthly issues each year.
In the very early days of CDXC as of 6
October 1983 many more Newsletters were
produced, albeit on a slightly irregular basis.
And here, having now looked through all
these back issues myself, I can only express
my admiration for the driving force behind
much of it in those days, Bren/G4DYO.
Indeed Roger/G3KMA says much the same
in his retrospective on page 11 of this Digest
entitled ‘The early days of CDXC’. Without
Bren it might not have happened.

All of which should be more than enough to
get you going this time round. Meanwhile I
hope you enjoy this rather special 200th
Digest as much as the Mini-skirted Maidens
and I enjoyed putting it together. Well,
something like that anyway.

Either way, if you’re into the statistics of
those early days, you’ll find plenty to
interest you on page 14 – not only such
things as when the Newsletter turned into

73 Martyn, G3RFX
www.g3rfx.co.uk
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

It has been an eventful two months since the
last Digest. We have seen the end of the
summer, the Newark Hamfest, the RSGB
Convention, the launch of the DX News
Sheet Archive and a few DXpeditions.

DXing. Congratulations to both deserving
recipients.
It was also a great pleasure at the
Convention Dinner to see CDXC member
Mike/G3SED presented with the RSGB
Royal Order of Transatlantic Brass
Pounders (ROTAB) Trophy. This trophy
recognises outstanding and consistent DX
work and was first awarded in 1924. It takes
its name from the founders who operated
transatlantic tests in 1921 to 1924. Well
done, Mike: you join a distinguished list of
DXers.

I will start with the Newark Hamfest. As
Neville mentions in his President’s Patter, it
was good to see so many members drop by
to say hello. I was only there on the Friday
and with all that was going on I hardly had
the time to look around the traders’ stalls
myself.
The RSGB Convention provided another
opportunity to chat to members. It must be
the largest gathering of CDXC badges in the
country! In all some 79 members signed in,
but I’m sure there were more than that there.
I always find it a challenge to decide
whether to chat with friends over coffee or a
beer, or whether to go to as many lectures as
I can. Inevitably I am more prepared to miss
a lecture than miss a ragchew with someone
I see only once a year. I know there are calls
to stream the lectures / provide archive
video, so perhaps in future I’ll be able to
socialise for the entire time and watch the
lectures afterwards!

There was much discussion on the CDXC
Reflector about the operating techniques of
the 3D2C Dxpedition. Putting aside the old
joke that a good DXpedition is one that I
work and a bad one is one that I don’t, there
were some definite transgressions from
what we now accept to be good practice
from the DXpedition end. CDXC supports
the DX Code of Conduct (http://dxcode.org/) and Neville and I attended a
meeting during the RSGB Convention
which is looking to tighten up the
guidelines. Once this is done we will make
adherence to the Code a condition of any
CDXC sponsorship. I will keep you
informed of progress on this.

The Convention’s Gala Dinner was a sellout and CDXC took the opportunity to
present two of its special recognition
plaques in front of the distinguished
audience.
President
Neville/G3NUG
presented a plaque to the HKØNA
DXpedition in recognition of an outstanding
achievement in the field of amateur radio
DXing. The plaque was received by Gregg,
W6IZT, who subsequently joined CDXC –
welcome Gregg. The second plaque was
awarded to CDXC member Alan,
5B4AHJ/G3PMR, for his outstanding work
on the Club Log Database, the benefits of
which percolate through many aspects of

I did miss some of the recent DXpeditions
due to two trips to the USA. One was to
Boston on business, the other a very
enjoyable trip that Jenny and I made to
Chicago to coincide with the W9DXCC
Convention (www.W9DXCC.com). This is
an annual event which I, and I know a few
other CDXC members, have attended in the
past. I gave the T32C talk. The event was
superbly organised by Paula/K9IR, who I
am delighted to say is now a member of
CDXC. The after-dinner talk was given by
CDXC member Fred/K3ZO, who held up a
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copy of the Digest and said it was one of the
best reads for DXers. Thanks, Fred.

Europe, with no serious activity since 1999.
Add to that the CQ WW CW contest and
there is plenty to encourage us all into our
shacks in the run-up to Christmas.

So what is coming up? Well, we have St
Peter and St Paul Rocks (PTØS), who are
planning to be on 160m every night. As the
last Top Band European QSO recorded in
Club Log with this DXCC was in 1987, I
think we can expect the low banders
amongst our number (literally) to lose a lot
of sleep over this one! Then there is
Campbell Island – the 12th most wanted in

I’d like to end by adding my congratulations
to Martyn/G3RFX and Mark/G4AXX for
producing such an outstanding 200th edition
of the Digest – it really is a great read.
73 and good DX Chris, G3SVL

_____________________________________________________________________

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Some time ago our Editor Martyn/G3RFX
suggested that we should have a new cover
for the Digest, so Mark/G4AXX, our
Graphics Editor, and I ably assisted by Alex
Newberry at Nevada got to work. Edition
#200 was a good target to aim for – I hope
members like the result – we will stick to
plain white gloss card covers from now on
with the occasional Digest ‘Special’ in full
colour. It is too expensive to use colour for
every edition. Apart from looking much
fresher, the advertisements will be clearer.

breakfast on my way to 3YØPI and VP8SSI.
Thank you, my friends. You are a class act.
Our sincere thanks, Ralph, for the above
comments and for all the major DXpeditions
in which you have participated.
Newark
We attended the Hamfest at Newark and
perched on the ML & S stand. Our thanks
again to Martin/G4HKS. Over 60 members
signed in and we were grateful for the

The VKØIR picture on the front cover was
taken by Ralph/KØIR, one of the leaders of
that DXpedition in 1993. VKØIR was one
of the first DXpeditions that we sponsored
and has not been activated seriously since.
A further DXpedition is planned for
2013/14.

positive feedback about the club’s activities.
We recruited a few more members, handed
out about 30 membership packs and sold
quite a few T32C DVDs. The Saturday was
quiet as in past years, so that provided an
opportunity to look around and to seek some
advertising. Watch this space! My thanks to
the
Committee
members
and
to
Derek/G3RAU for manning the stand.

Ralph wrote to me as follows:
My congratulations to the Chiltern DX Club
for your achievements and contributions to
amateur radio and DXing. Your support,
fraternalism and professionalism are
models for us all. I have also experienced
your hospitality first hand when G3SNN
supplied me with a warm bed and bountiful

DXpeditioners’ Code of Conduct
Having listened to and worked quite a few
DXpeditions lately, it seems to me that we
need a DXpeditioners’ Code of Conduct.
This would be different to the DX Code of
Conduct that is directed at DXers rather
5

than DXpeditioners. This would be a good
initiative for CDXC to lead, so here are
some first thoughts based on our experience
of five major FSDXA DXpeditions, all
operated by CDXC members.

4. Working by numbers
Do not do it – this should be
unnecessary if you have good ears. Our
experience with the FSDXA teams, and
particularly with the newbies who may
be competent DXers or contesters, is
that many struggle when faced with a
huge wall of stations calling, many of
similar signal strengths. I found my
early experiences activating many of the
West Malaysia IOTAs invaluable. IOTA
pile-ups are much smaller than when
you are activating a much-wanted
DXCC entity and you learn very quickly
how to cope. One technique that works
well is to pick any letter at random
(although not an I) and ask for the
station with that letter in the call. This
reduces the pile-up considerably.
Alternatively, ask for “the G station”,
even if you cannot hear one – several
will then appear!

Our experience in FSDXA is that if
operators stick to guidelines such as the
following then D-QRM is much reduced. So
here goes. Much of this comes from the
FSDXA team manual that was originally
drafted by Steve/9M6DXX/G4JVG. They
are SSB-orientated, but we can amend them
for CW and RTTY in due course.
1. Study the propagation
Before operating - and preferably before
even leaving home - study the
propagation forecasts. We use ASAPS,
an excellent tool, but there are many
others. If you are, for example, going to
the Pacific then the challenge is to work
Europe. Be ready for that opening up to
one hour before forecast. Propagation to
a particular part of the world may extend
well beyond the forecast. Furthermore,
when the band closes initially do not
assume that there will be no more
propagation. On occasions, smaller but
weaker openings will follow.

5. Maintaining a rhythm is important
Just keep going steadily at, say, four
QSOs per minute and maintain a tuning
pattern – keep working steadily up or
down the band and the experienced
DXers will find you easily. Do not just
‘spin the dial’ and pop up all over the
place – that causes a lot of frustration.

2. Working split frequency
Always work split frequency until near
the end of the DXpedition when the
pile-ups start to reduce. Say where you
are listening – not just “Up” but say “Up
5 to 10”. This eliminates much guessing
for the DXers. Do not use large amounts
of frequency – 10 KHz on SSB should
be fine if you have good ears. And yes we did get some QSL cards addressed to
T32CUP!

6. Be persistent
Always complete a QSO. If you ask for
the G3A, make sure you work that
station even if it takes several shots. If
you cannot make the contact say
“Nothing heard – QRZ”. Do not under
any circumstances go back to anyone
else, otherwise the pile-up will ignore
your directions from then on.

3. Identify yourself regularly
7. Don’t argue with the pile-up
Give your callsign every other QSO and
do not operate anonymously. Otherwise
it is very easy for DXers to log the
wrong station.

Do not be tempted to argue with the
pile-up, eg “What part of Spain is in the
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UK?” The
adversely.

pile-up

will

respond

were then protected from the cows and the
weather with 6” plastic tubing that was
covered with barbed wire. So far so good –
the antenna is now working very well
indeed – and the cows and calves are
keeping well away from the guys.

8. Communicate well with the pile-up
Examples: Give QSLing details
regularly. Do not suddenly go QRT
without giving a reason, eg a major
storm approaching, QSYing etc.
Confirm callsigns worked in full.

NH8S DXpedition to Swains Is
I was much impressed with the planning
that went into this DXpedition and really
liked the idea of using a small landing craft
to take the kit and the team to the island.
Once on the island they did seem to have
been hit with numerous challenges
including very poor weather, very high
temperatures and some illness amongst team
members. It would be interesting to hear the
real story from any of the CDXC members
who were on the DXpedition –
Arnie/N6HC, Tom/ND2T or Barry/9V1FJ. I
am sure we can all learn from their
experiences.

9. Some final points
Do not worry about duplicate or
insurance contacts – just work them. It is
the quickest way.
Check your transmitting frequency from
time to time.
Make sure you know all the frequency
allocations throughout the world.
Comments by letter to the Editor, please.

I am writing this note before the RSGB
Convention as we go on holiday
immediately afterwards. I will leave it to
Chris/G3SVL to comment on the
Convention.

My Latest Antenna Project
The C31XR is now at 20m, the height for
which I have planning permission. This
sounds straightforward, but it was not as I
wanted to change the rotator and to guy the
mast. The change of the rotator was the first
challenge. The new rotator was a Yaesu
G2800DXC replacing a Create RC5B-3 that
needed an overhaul. The mountings are
completely different, so our local
agricultural engineer fabricated an adaptor
that worked well.

After writing this note Roger/G3SXW told
me that a Code of Conduct for DXpeditions
does in fact exist. See http://dxcode.org/DXpednew.html. Clearly this code
needs publicising.
73

The guys were more of a problem as the guy
stakes are in a field occupied by cows and
calves that are particularly inquisitive. I
used Phillystran ex Nevada and wire
strainers as used by fencing contractors to
tension barbed wire. This means that I am
able to release the guys very quickly (there
is a quick release mechanism) and I do not
have to undo all the turnbuckles to release
the brake on the Versatower. The tensioners
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF





For Michael, G7VJR, and Nigel, G3TXF,
the ‘serious’ fun started as we set off from
São Miguel (CU2) to fly to Corvo (CU9)
early on the Friday morning. Between us we
had two K3s, two Tokyo High Power
amplifiers and all the usual small
DXpedition station paraphernalia including
three 10m fibreglass poles. We checked in
with over 90kg altogether.

Azores: two UK ops join the nineisland hunt from Corvo (CU9)
Kosovo: Amateur Radio launched on
17 September 2012
CDXC Digest: Happy 200th edition!
Log extracts from October 1983

Azores: two UK ops join the nineisland hunt from Corvo (CU9)

It was a three-hop flight from CU2 to CU9.
The small Dash-8 aircraft first stopped on
Terceira/CU3. There is a long runway at
Terceira airport which is also used by the
adjacent US military base. The second hop
took us from Terceira/CU3 to the island of
Faial (CU7). The approach to the airport
(Horta) on CU7 takes you right past the
mountain on the adjacent island of Pico
(CU6). Although it is a long way from the
Portguese mainland, Pico is usually
described as the ‘highest mountain in
Portugal’.

Nine teams took part in the Azores nineisland hunt activity. A two-man team
(Whoops, the Belgian team that operated
from Flores/CU8 was a one-man and onewoman team being Claude/ON7TK and
XYL Carine/ON7LX) operated from each
of the nine islands (CU1 to CU9) in the
Azores.
The UK team (Michael, G7VJR, and Nigel,
G3TXF) were lucky enough to be assigned
Corvo (CU9). Corvo is the smallest island in
the Azores with a population of about 400
and is one of the two most westerly islands
(along with Flores/CU8) in the group.
Corvo and Flores together are IOTA group
EU-089.

The final hop was the flight from CU7/Faial
over to CU9/Corvo. As the runway is quite
short on Corvo, only the smaller Dash-8
planes fly there. The village on Corvo is
right next to the runway, and the house from
which we operated as CU9AC during the
Azores nine-island hunt was barely 100m
from the runway. Since leaving São Miguel
(CU2) earlier that morning we had travelled
some 550km westwards out into the Atlantic
before arriving at Corvo (CU9).

Prior to travelling to their designated islands
all the operators first assembled in Ponta
Delgada, the capital of the Azores on São
Miguel (CU2). The visiting operators were
very well looked after by the CU2 hosts. On
the first evening there was a reception at the
local Azores radio club headquarters
(CU2ARA). The CU2ARA club has its own
permanent building in town which houses
not only an HQ station but also a QSL
bureau for the Azores. During our stay on
CU2, both before and after the operation
from Corvo CU9, excellent island tours
were organised by the Azores Tourism
Association (ATA), which just happens to
be headed by an enthusiast local DXer,
Francisco/CU2DX!

Our host on the island was the only resident
radio amateur: João/CU9AC. Although João
has a station, he has not been active for
many years. One of the purposes of our visit
was to encourage João/CU9AC to get back
on the air. We set our two stations up in the
garage of the house where we were staying.
There was a small garden area outside in the
front with a stunning view of the island of
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Flores (CU8) some 15m away - as well as a
bird’s eye view of the small airport and
runway on Corvo. The only slight ‘problem’
with the QTH was that the bulk of the island
of Corvo (which is a dormant volcano) was
to the north of us. Our signals to northern
Europe would have to scrape round the side
of the island, which rises to about 700m
above sea level.

toured the island with our host CU9AC and
saw the impressive dormant volcano crater.
We also visited CU9AC’s station and
Michael (with his faithful VNA) was able to
assist João with improving his antenna. As
our flight back to São Miguel (CU2) was
not until Monday afternoon there was some
activity on the Monday morning with
Michael operating as CT8/G7VJR.

The Azores nine-island hunt was on the
three bands 40m, 20m and 17m. This made
the antennas relatively simple. We installed
vertical dipoles for 17m and 20m out on the
lawn in the front of the house. In order to
have some separation between the antennas,
the 40m antenna was placed in a small patio
area on the other side of the house. Because
of the confined space, the 40m antenna was
in effect a quarter-wave vertical with just
one elevated radial. However, with his ever
handy VNA antenna analyser, Michael,
G7VJR, was able to ensure that each of the
three antennas was tuned right on the nose.

However, Michael had noticed that Rob/
M0VFC had just started up operating as
ZD9UW from Tristan da Cunha. Rob was
on 10m and since we did not have an
antenna for 10m, something had to be done,
and quickly. The 17m vertical dipole was
taken down and trimmed to 10m. Michael
CT8/G7VJR was then able to make a QSO
with ZD9UW, after which the antenna was
immediately taken down again. This was
almost certainly the first ever QSO between
CU9 and ZD9. With our excellent southfacing QTH it was a true ‘sea-water all the
way’ path between the islands of Corvo and
Tristan.

During the operation we were kept busy
with a steady stream of callers on each
band. Michael ensured that we got the
optimum mix between CW and SSB during
the 24-hour period of the main operation.
Both stations operated in parallel for most
of the time, with each operator taking a
separate three/four hour snooze break
during the middle of the night.

Congratulations to Peter/G3ZSS, who won
the draw in the second lottery, but also to
Dave/EI9FBB, who succeeded in working
the highest possible number of CU bandslots (53) during the nine-island hunt.
Kosovo: amateur radio launched on
17 September 2012

The CU nine-island operation had preannounced small segments of frequencies
that were generally out the way of the main
DXpedition frequencies. On 17m at CU9AC
we were sometimes operating CW well
above 18.090 MHz. However, operating
CW even this high in the band did not stop
us being regularly bombarded by stations
calling in the chaotic pile-ups generated by
3D2C, who was transmitting some 20 kHz
or so further down the band!

Two CDXC members (Bob/MDØCCE and
Nigel/G3TXF) were present at the launch of
amateur radio in Kosovo on 17 September
2012. Both of us were late invitees to the
special event on which Martti/OH2BH and
others had been working with the Kosovar
Telecommunications regulator (TRA) for
several years.
The undoubted highlight of our visit to
Kosovo was attending a ceremony hosted by
the TRA, where the first of the country's
new amateur radio licences were awarded.
These licences were no ordinary licences.
These radio amateurs are no ordinary radio
amateurs. Most of them had been off the air

By the end of the Azores nine-island island
hunt operation at 1200z on the Sunday, the
two operators at CU9AC had made some
5,200 QSOs. During the afternoon we
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for the past 23 years or more, and each was
keen to get back on the air again, following
Kosovo's move into the new era of full
sovereign statehood on 10 September 2012.

DX Cluster. No E-mail. No Reflectors. No
CW Skimmer. All logging was done with
paper logs, and typically in an RSGB 25
QSOs per page format logbook.

These eleven Kosovar radio amateurs had
each been active as YU8s back in the 'old
days' of Yugoslavia. However, during the
period of the various conflicts which
engulfed their region, most Kosovar radio
amateurs were unable to operate at all. For
the most part their equipment had been
confiscated. With the issue of these brandnew licences, the presentation ceremony on
17 September was indeed the start of a new
era for amateur radio in Kosovo. The
amateur radio launch ceremony was covered
on the news by the main TV station in
Kosovo.

Handwritten comments could so easily be
added in a paper log. Comments are perhaps
not so common in today’s computer logs.
But back to that HKØTU Malpelo
DXpedition. Against my first attempt at a
40m CW QSO with HKØTU I wrote in the
‘Remarks’ column: “QSO just after Henry
G3GIQ, but he got N3TXF”. Then forty
minutes later against another attempt at a
40m CW QSO with HKØTU I wrote: “He
got G3TF! 1 or 2 QSOs before Dale
G3VMK”. Another ten minutes later there’s
a good 40m CW QSO with HKØTU in the
G3TXF log. The ‘Remarks’ column then
records “He got it right! QSO right after
Jacques F6BEE”.

A special event station, Z6ØK, was operated
for a few days following the launch
ceremony. This station was also used to help
the newly licensed operators, who had been
off the air for many years, become familiar
with current amateur radio techniques.
Several newly licensed Z61 stations have
been heard on the air recently and hopefully
there will be more in the future. There may
well also be some Z6 stations active during
the CQ WW contests where, of course, Z6
Kosovo is a country multiplier.

And what else was around back in October
1983? Ron Wright, ZL1AMO, was on from
Niue as ZK9RW. Pretty easy to work on
40m CW (unlike HKØTU!) according to my
paper log.
There’s another interesting entry in my
October 1983 log, but this time it’s not a
DX QSO. It’s the comment “TVI checks on
40m, 20m and 15m with people in flats
behind”. That’s something else that has
changed so much over the past nearly thirty
years. Active radio amateurs living in builtup areas are now no longer a primary source
of TVI and other interference, but today are
instead mainly the recipient of incoming
interference from oh so many local sources
of noise. What will the state of the DX
bands and of DXing be like after the next
200 issues of the CDXC Digest?

CDXC Digest: Happy 200th edition!
Log extracts from October 1983
The Editor tells me the first issue of the
CDXC Digest was in October 1983. Today
we are at Number 200. Well done to the
CDXC Digest – a magnificent milestone
indeed!
So what was happening in G3TXF’s log at
around the time of the first edition of the
CDXC Digest in October 1983? Well, there
was the HK0TU DXpedition to Malpelo.
Sound familiar? Except that in 1983 there
were no computers in everyday use in
amateur radio. [Not sure if I’d even bought
my Sinclair ZX-81 by then!] There was no

73 Nigel, G3TXF
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The early days of CDXC
Roger Balister, G3KMA
“Can you write an article on the early
beginnings of CDXC?” This request from
Digest Editor Martyn, G3RFX, caught me in
a good mood, so much so that, somewhat to
my own surprise, I agreed. That was in late
June. Four months later and two days before
Martyn’s copy date I disappeared into the
loft in search of a bundle of papers that is all
that remains of the early days of CDXC. I
have been re-reading them in the past hours
and have found myself mood-swinging at
the memories rekindled.

reporting of DX spots, no skimmers, no
reverse beacons and other sophisticated,
some would say new-fangled, methods of
finding and working DX. Packet Cluster
was coming into its own in those early
years, but not everyone had it and it was
heavily reliant on local inputting of
information. Indeed there were those who
counselled against widening it out to join
with similar networks in other countries
because of different propagation (“What’s
the purpose of knowing that a 3D2 is at this
moment 1330z being worked in Ukraine on
80m?”). How different from today when
you can know within seconds whether that
rare station has yet started its operation and,
if so, on which band and mode and its main
customer pile-up. DX clusters have reduced
by a hundred fold the time spent searching
for everyone with access to Internet. This
single factor has grown the pile-ups to the
great satisfaction of the activators but, dare I
say it, to some disadvantage of stations with
less well-equipped set-ups who in the past
could expect a larger window of
opportunity before the hordes descended.

To position CDXC correctly, we need to
retrace steps to the late 1970s and early
1980s, look at the HF amateur scene in
those days and show how different it is
today. Culture change, yes; evolution driven
by technological advances, yes; progress
defined as increased enjoyment for more
people, debatable. Of course, the Club has
moved with the times, but the direction and
whole future of the Club were determined
28 years ago by one vote, yes, one vote.
In those early days the technological
advances in communication that we now
take for granted were still largely in the
future. For HF amateurs the environment
and practice on the amateur bands were as
different then from today as chalk from
cheese. QSOs with locals, either in the UK
or in nearby countries, tended to be more
the norm than they are today and the bands
were full of them. With his excellent and
much-valued DX News Sheet Geoff Watts
provided the best running commentary on
what the keen DXer could find if he
searched hard enough, but it was a weekly
publication. Other than a BT messagerecording Voicebank service which one
could call up for the latest DX heard
(usually, luck would have it, long after the
band opening), there was no instant DX
alert network generally available to
everyone – no Internet with worldwide

There were other differences. With less
bandwith the traditional bands, 80, 40, 20,
15 and 10 metres were taking the full load
of HF activity and were much busier than
they are today with run-of-the-mill QSOs.
Believe it or not, at normal times QRM was
far worse! I say ‘traditional’ because the
WARC bands, 30, 17 and 12 metres, were
not opened up to UK amateurs until 1982,
and initially on low power only. A further
difference in the late 70s and early 80s was
the move to multi-band operation, which
was only just beginning to take off in a big
way. The growing practice of DX bulletins
publishing tables showing their peers’
multi-band scores seemed to act as an
incentive. This multiband trend was to
explode further when, starting in 1988,
ARRL opened DXCC to single-band awards
11

to meet the wishes of its customers
worldwide. But, back in the late 70s,
everything moved at a far slower pace and
this was reflected in far fewer DXpeditions
– the unavailability of lightweight portable
equipment was perhaps the main reason for
this – and in most DX activity coming from
resident amateurs. For a modestly equipped
station DXing was not a high yield activity,
compared with today… unless a lot of time
could be devoted to it.

metres at the time. Everyone got some
benefit, some a considerable amount.
About this time various DX nets became a
regular feature on the bands. A well-run net
– unfortunately some were badly managed –
served the purpose of helping DX stations to
make contacts free of the pressure of the
pile-up and often, where they were low
power, of making any contacts. It was only
later that nets fell out of fashion as
increasingly more and more people were
drawn to the net frequency by Packet
Cluster spots and DX stations were
encouraged, willingly or reluctantly, to go
solo. While they existed, these were one of
the tools used by the group, again with
varying success.

This was the backdrop to the developments
that led to the formation of CDXC - the
Chiltern DX Club, the UK DX Foundation.
It all began in the late 1970s, maybe as early
as 1978, when a group of amateurs in the
Surrey/Berkshire area started a DX alert net
initially on 28 MHz but later changing to
144.525 MHz with a back-up frequency of
70.385 MHz. It’s difficult to pin down the
exact founder members but they included
Bren/G4DYO, Chris/G3VLW and Keith/
G3VKW, soon to be joined by Bill/G3MCS,
Henry/G3GIQ, Roger/G3LQP and quite a
few others including myself. It became a
group of close friends with a common
interest in providing mutual help in DX
spotting, equipment and activity. It was of
course a lot more than a DX alert net, but
that became its acknowledged prime
purpose. Rigs were left on all day and a
cough on the frequency usually stimulated a
response!

By 1981 the group had grown to some 20 or
so folk, all within what was now the
Chiltern area, and a decision was taken to
give it some structure. The Chiltern DX
Club or CDXC was formed, although it was
to remain a loose gathering without formal
club posts until 1984. With hindsight
(always a luxury) we should have gone
straight for the ‘UK DX Foundation’, as the
initials CDXC had already been adopted by
the Clipperton DX Club following the
French-organised operation in 1978 from
Clipperton Island. The reason was that the
Club considered itself as representing
South-East England, in fact those within
normal VHF range, and to have claimed it
as national would have generated criticism,
rightly so, from other parts of the UK that
we were getting above ourselves!

As with any group, there was a mixture of
interests and DXing capabilities. In the early
days most participants operated only on
SSB with just a handful regularly on CW.
This in itself became a source of some
frustration as 50% of DX reported came up
on CW. Similarly only a handful had the LF
station capability to work regulars such as
VS6DO or VK6HD on 160 metres. As with
all such nets some members put in more
effort than others and results varied with the
amount of listening time and station and
operating capabilities. Even so it was not
long before a ‘Members’ Wants List’ was
assembled with the accompanying telephone
calls to alert the member if he was not on 2

Progressively from 1981 the Club took to its
newfound role. It started attracting more
members and at the same time began to take
on a recognisable social dimension. CDXC
Newsletters followed, the first dated 6
October 1983 and authored by Bren/
G4DYO. Social get-togethers at members’
houses became a regular occurrence, in
many cases to meet visiting DXers:
VK9NS, VU2RBI, 9N1MM, ON5NT
(TYA11), WD5FQX (3B9DK, JY9DK,
HC2YL), WD5HIL (HC2OM), Z24JS,
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W6SN, T3ØAT, W4MGN (6W8JI), K5VT
(S9VCT),
A35KB,
YJ8M,
VS6CT
(XX9CT), and so on. We offered an open
invitation to any DXer visiting London to
get in touch. And it was not just hospitality.
CDXC made the first DXpedition grant in
March 1984, value £100, to ZL1AMO’s
Kermadec Islands operation – others
followed – and initiated a practice of issuing
Certificates of Merit to deserving
DXpeditioners.

and Treasurer, G3LQP) were appointed and
a £3 subscription level set! It would be
remiss of me not to mention the
extraordinary contribution that Bren,
G4DYO, made during these early years as
Secretary, chief mover-and-shaker and as
CDXC Newsletter Editor. I am sure that
without his drive we may not have
succeeded.
In subsequent years under the chairmanship
of Roger/G3LQP, Ian/G4LJF and others the
Club adopted, then fine-tuned several times,
a series of objectives until they reached a
form very similar to those in today’s
Prospectus. The main change was to reduce,
then eliminate, any provision that smacked
of elitism or regionalism. By 1986 the club
had opened up its membership to a number
of keen DXers across the UK. This trend
was to continue. Then, with the arrival of
Packet Cluster the nature of the Club
changed. There was less need of a DX alert
channel. CDXC could grow into what it is
today, an outward looking organisation that
helps to fund deserving DXpeditions and
has an excellent Digest!

By late 1983 it had already become clear
that there was some feeling within the Club
that we could do more to earn/cement our
position as foremost DX club in the UK.
Through our sustained activity we were
becoming fairly well-known on the bands
and developing increasingly strong links
with
the
DXpeditioning
fraternity
worldwide. Also fellow amateurs outside
the catchment area of the South-East were
beginning to inquire about joining.
However, we were faced with Club
members who preferred a firm cap on
membership (20 was a figure mentioned)
and strongly supported restricting the Club’s
role to the original one of a DX alert group.

Personally from 1985 I was involved with
the new kid on the block, the IOTA
Programme. Geoff Watts asked the RSGB
to take it over and it became an almost fulltime job developing it. Few of the original
CDXC members were at all enthused. On
one well-remembered occasion in the late
80s one of the Club members, now an SK,
asked “When are you going to give up this
wretched island business and get back to
DXing?” Twenty-five years on perhaps the
same question can be asked! What can be
said is that it has given a huge boost to the
DX scene. The programme has generated
and continues to generate much-needed
additional activity on the bands, including in
countries high up the DXCC Most Wanted
List. In its way it serves the Club’s purpose.

The future direction of the Club was to be
the main item of discussion at the first
formal meeting of the Club on 25 February
1984 in Chobham, with me apparently
volunteering to be in the chair! I remember
that it was not an easy meeting as the issue
of the club’s future direction was mixed in
with behavioural issues relating to DX alert
practice. Now I know why the best
regulated clubs have pre-AGM meetings to
sort out a preferred agenda and club posts!
In the event the meeting voted by a
majority of one not to maintain the status
quo (an inward-looking group of DXers),
but to expand the Club into a fund-raising
organisation to assist DXpeditions, to
increase membership within the area served
by the club, albeit with a 200 DXCC
country entry qualification (later reduced to
100), and to grow the social side of the club
with regular events. Club officers
(Chairman, G3KMA; Secretary, G4DYO,

CDXC has evolved and it has done so in the
only way possible: by going first national
and then international. It has some 750
members - a huge success story. One can
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perhaps look back to those days in the late
70s and early 80s, at the camaraderie of the
original Chiltern DXers on 2 metres, the
social gatherings with visiting DXers, the
AGMs that are best forgotten except to

reminisce on what might have happened but
for that one vote. That’s history, let’s get on
with the next 30 years.
Roger Balister, G3KMA

_____________________________________________________________________
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CHILTERN
DX
NEWSLETTER
Issue 2

14th October, 1983

CLUB
Editor: G4DYO

-----------------------------------------------------------I AM GLAD to report an overwhelming response to issue 1 – Ruth has told me she will be sending me some SAEs!!
So far about 1Ø members have indicated interest so I will continue – at least until the existing SAEs are
exhausted……..!
VIDEO PRESENTATION Henry has about 14 “ayes” so if you have not yet decided please do so soonest as there are
other non-CDXC members anxious to fill empty slots. We hope to have a few well known callsigns present.
CONGRATULATIONS to those who have worked HKØTU. The HK boys are doing an excellent job and very strong signals
have been heard on 1Ø, 15, 2Ø and 4Ø phone and CW. The pile-ups are indicative of the rareity value but the few
members needing that precious contact should have their hopes fulfilled during the next few days. With this one in the
bag several CDXC members are edging very close to Honor Roll and if the expected operations take place over the next
few months at least three more CDXC members will be eligible to join that exclusive club. (See note below).
QSL info: HK3DDD, Edilberto Rojas M, Apto.25827, BOGOTA, Columbia.
FROM THE DX BULLETINS
XU CAMBODIA Just in case any of you have been locked away in a dark cave for the last couple of weeks, the XU1SS
and XU1KC have been accepted by ARRL and cards maybe submitted for DXCC credit. QSL via JA1HQG. Although the
panic is now over the following may be of interest. QRZDX recently received a copy of the XU1SS “RADIO STATION
CERTIFICATE” for operation from “Ampil KPNLF Village in Democratic Kampuchea”. The licensee is “Hing Kunthon, Son
Soubert” and the licence, which is valid from 31 July, 1983 until1 August, 1984, is signed by Son Sann, President of
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea. “Son Soubert” may be Son Sann’s son!. KPNLF, under Son Sann,
represents only that portion of Democratic Kampuchea which lies along the border with Thailand. One wonders how
ARRL can readily accept this and yet refuse the XZ/1Z operations??
1S SPRATLY Again! Almost unbelievably, John, KE6PU/DU1, is talking about an operation from the islands in “3 or 4
months”. DU1JZ may accompany him. Don Search was heard to say recently the “the 1S1CK cards are not yet being
accepted for credit and that “ARRL are waiting for additional information from Chito”. Recent discussion and voting by
the DXAC concerned DXCC status of the Islands and NOT the validity of 1S1CK. The vote was in favour of retaining
DXCC status but it was not unanimous and ARRL HQ is known to favour deletion.
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ZA ALBANIA Rumours continue to fly about about ZA but we all know that the proposed operation by DL7FT and
DJØUJ is off – for the time being at least. However, OH2BH, Martii Laine reports that on 1Ø August an Albanian
delegation – headed by their Sports Federation Director – received a complete Amateur Station with all the associated
documents to be taken to Albania. The equipment, including a TS13ØS, will be placed in an educational institute in
Tirana. Further training for Albanian operators is scheduled. A recent poll indicated that Albania is the World’s No.1
needed country.
KG4 GUANTANAMO BAY KG4CD is particularly QRV for EU on 8Øm cw from about Ø3ØØz around 3.5Ø7mhz. The KG4
net meets on Sundays at 2ØØØz on 21.42Ømhz to assist those chasing the worked all GTMO award (six KG4
confirmations required).
[8 more DX items follow, plus the GRAY LINE forecast . We re-printed Newsletter Issue #1 of 6
October 1983 in the special 25th Anniversary November 2006 Digest. Ed.]

From the CDXC Newsletter, March 1997

WORKED ALL ITALIAN PROVINCES 70x70
This award commemorates the 70th anniversary of the Italian national amateur radio
organisation ARI. Work at least 70 different Italian provinces during the calendar year
1997. Cards aren’t necessary, your written certification that you made the contacts
according to the rules and limitations of your license will be enough. Send your
application with a fee of $US5, DM7, 7000 Lire or 3 LGS to Award Manager ARI, Via
Scarlatti 31, I-20124 Milano, Italy.
[No doubt an award hotly contested by CDXC members at the time. Ed.]

POSTBAG
From Mike Eccles, GM3PPE
I’m sure that you’ve had a lot of correspondence on the recent Heard Island DXpedition.
The guys on the island were great – but the Europeans were appalling. During the first few
days, the behaviour on CW pile-ups was so bad that I started to consider packing up
DXing for good. I regret to say that some of the stations causing the problems were in G
and GM, and even one well known CDXC member! I think a major education exercise is
required, starting here in the UK.
[Sound vaguely familiar?Ed.]
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VK0IR – The Epic
Alan Jubb, G3PMR
[Newsletter, March 1997]
I gave Bob my blank QSL card – Martha
thought this was hilarious, and a great piece
of initiative – non of the other hams they
had been with had thought to do that. I’m
sure that Bob didn’t take the card with him
to Heard, but you never know! I told Bob I
hoped to be sending a completed card or
two a few weeks later!

The experiences, thoughts, and observations
of an average DXer.
Introduction
The incredible VK0IR operation will, I am
sure, go down in DX history as the best
DXpedition of all time. The planning,
operating standards, technology utilisation,
behind the scenes support and sheer number
of QSOs logged have set the standard for
future operations to attempt to emulate.

Propagation Prediction
The Miniprop predictions which were
published in the January Newsletter led one
to believe that VK0IR would be workable
only in the afternoon and evening. I had
been recently playing around with a
program called Propagation Predictor (PP),
and the VK0IR operation was the first time
that I’d really used it in anger. PP confirmed
that the best short path openings on 20m
would indeed be in the afternoon, but that
there may be propagation from around
07:00z through until 17:00z, albeit at weak
signal strength. It also predicted that the best
time for 15m and 12m would be in the
morning (12m very weak, if at all) between
09:00z and 1300. The Miniprop prediction
for 15m was for 1600z only, whereas PP
showed no propagation at this time.
Certainly, the PP predictions of morning
propagation were borne out in practice, with
very strong signals on weekend mornings on
15m (I wasn’t at home on weekday
mornings, so didn’t have chance to listen
then). Like Miniprop, PP showed no
possibility of propagation on 10m.
Nevertheless, using the 12m prediction as a
guide, I listened very carefully late morning
on the second Saturday, and did hear
VK0IR pop out from the noise on 10m CW
for a few seconds, but not for long enough
to work him, unfortunately. Generally,
morning signals on 15m and 20m were

Boxing Day
For me, the Heard Island saga really started
on Boxing Day, when Bren, G4DYO and
his XYL, Ruth, kindly invited a few DXers
to their home for a chat and buffet lunch
with DXpedition leader Bob Schmieder,
KK6EK, and his XYL Martha. This was a
small gathering, with Roger, G3KMA and
XYL Gill, and Roger, G3LQP, and XYL
Beryl attending in addition to myself.
We had a great time swapping DX yarns,
and hearing about Bob’s plans for Heard
Island. Thanks Bren and Ruth.
Mid afternoon, I left with Bob and Martha,
and drove them to Heathrow to pick up a
hire car which they planned to use for the
remainder of their UK stay, until Bob left
for Reunion, on the first leg of the journey
to Heard Island. This was my chance – half
an hour or so with the leader of the
DXpedition to one of the most wanted
DXCC countries, all to myself! I explained
to Bob that I’d be happy if I only made a
single QSO, to give me an all time new one,
although I had hopes of a minimum of two
QSOs, one on SSB and one on CW.
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on 40m CW, but didn’t expect to make a
QSO on 40m so early in the DXpedition. I
soon found VK0IR pounding away, and
listened in his declared listening range.
What a din! Wall to wall S9 signals calling
when they should, calling when VK0IR was
calling, calling when VK0IR was trying to
listen to the station he’d come back to. If I’d
had one of those fancy ICOM rigs with a
spectrum display, I expect it would have
shown a completely solid S9 block of
signals. I concluded that there was almost
zero chance of determining where VK0IR
was listening. Nevertheless, I continued to
listen, and eventually found where he was
listening – quite a way HF of the declared
listening range, with little QRM on his
listening QRG. He’d work two or three
stations, move up a little, work two or three
more. No pile-up here! I fired up the
amplifier and gave a call. No luck first time.
No luck second time. I moved up to where I
thought he’d listen next and called again. He
came back! I nearly fell off my chair! Talk
about excitement – sheer ecstasy! I shakily
responded G3PMR 599 TU – he
acknowledged. #296 in the bag! The time of
QSO was 20:17z, after spending about 20
minutes in the shack. Not bad! What a great
start to the weekend! QSO #1.

considerably stronger than predicted by PP.
[...]
Fortunately for all of us, the operation fell
between the geomagnetic disturbances of
January 10th/11th and the geomagnetic
activity just after the DXpedition had ended.
My end of the pile-ups
I didn’t have high hopes of making many
QSOs with VK0IR, due to my limited
antenna set-up (A3S at 11m, and 40/80
trapped dipole at the same height, which is
hopeless for working 80m DX, but
surprisingly effective on 40m), so my
modest target was for a single SSB QSO
and a single CW QSO. I initially planned to
let the pile-ups subside before making a
serious attempt to work VK0IR.
Due to a delayed departure from Reunion,
the stop at Crozet didn’t materialise,
resulting
in
the
VK0IR
DXpedition starting up a day ahead of
schedule, on Tuesday January 14th. I was
working at home that afternoon (a
coincidence, honest!), so I left the rig on
14.195, listening to the initial QSOs being
logged. Signals were 59+ for quite a long
period, which boded well for my chances of
working them. I couldn’t resist giving them
a couple of speculative calls (waste of time,
really), but didn’t give it a serious shot, as I
was supposed to be working, and had to go
into the salt mine the next morning with a
completed project. I never heard VK0IR as
strong on 20m as I did that first afternoon.
The pile-up was HUGE!

Saturday morning- still big pile-ups on 20m
SSB, and I found it very hard to determine
the listening frequency. I called for a while,
but couldn’t make it. I couldn’t find him on
20m CW, so I QSY’d to 15m. There he was
on 15m CW. Called him – he came back
after about the 3rd call G3P? – I called.
Disaster! Something wrong with the key – I
couldn’t send my call properly – it turned
out that the adjustment on one of the
paddles had come loose. He came back
G3P? – I was struggling to fix the key, and
he gave up. I fixed the key and called again
three or four QSOs later (heard him work
G3WGV in the mean time). G3P? Again.
Got him this time. QSO #2. Whew! I set up
the keyer for future use, and didn’t use the
paddle again in the entire operation.

I was again working at home on Thursday
afternoon, and again left the rig on 14.195
so that I could listen. The pile-up was as big
as ever, and I decided to leave my first
serious shot until the weekend.
Friday evening, I arrived home from the salt
mine relatively late (around 19:30z) chatted to the XYL while reading the mail
for about 15 minutes, and then made for the
shack. I decided to see what was happening
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My initial objective was now achieved –
worked on both CW and SSB. Still over a
week to go!

I QSY’d up to 15m SSB, and there he was,
much stronger than on CW. I heard Bob
G3PJT calling. Bob made it, so I called Bob
and asked him to do an audio check. A few
adjustments and the audio was fine. I signed
off with Bob to go and join the pile-up,
when a local G3 called (hadn’t heard him
before, but he was only seven miles away). I
tried to have a quick QSO, and explained I
wanted to work Heard Island. This guy
obviously wasn’t a DXer, and wouldn’t let
me go – he wanted to talk about a problem
with his A3S. In the end Bob came to my
rescue and took over the QSO – thanks Bob.

Eight minutes later (16:38z), I nailed him on
20m CW, first call. QSO #4. There is
absolutely no doubt that VK0IR was so
much easier to work on CW than on SSB.
I reviewed my position – with the antennas I
had up, I still needed him on 15m SSB and
40m SSB – I considered that I didn’t really
have a chance on 80m with my antenna, and
10m wasn’t likely to show any propagation.
15m would have to wait until the following
weekend. 40m was still generating huge
pile-ups.

The G3 has since been to my shack – and
Mike G4PFF and I have hopefully pointed
him in the right direction to resolve his
problems. He’d never seen any computer
aids such as real time logging, packet cluster
and propagation prediction, so his eyes were
opened somewhat!

Tuesday – I had a Butternut that I hadn’t
used for quite a while. I’d managed to work
3Y0PI on 30m with it, so why not VK0IR?
Wednesday morning, got up early, got the
ladder out and disconnected the feeder from
the trapped dipole, connected it to the
Butternut, and stood the Butternut on the
ground, leaning against the guttering of the
house. No radials. Very crude!

I didn’t make it that day on 15m SSB, as we
had guests for lunch who stayed until late
evening, so the shack was out-of-bounds!
Sunday – no QSOs in the morning. I was
determined to make it through the 20m SSB
wall during the afternoon propagation peak.
I spent much time listening, and calling
when I could find the right spot, but to no
avail. Then VK0IR started working by
numbers, listening 14.200-14.210, and I
thought this would be my chance. However,
he only worked 8-10 stations per number,
and I still didn’t make it. I continued to
listen as he worked 3s, 4s, 5s etc whilst
doing odds and ends in the shack. Then
came the clue! Although announcing a split
of 14.200-14.210, he would occasionally
say “there’s nobody on 220”. He got
through the zeros, and then opened it up to
all, still listening 14.200-14.210. I called
him on 220, and nailed him on about the
third call, at 16:30z. QSO #3. Immediately
afterwards, Steve, G4JVG, running 100w to
a dipole got him first call, and then a whole
string of Gs made it on 220. It pays to
listen!

Wednesday evening – I could hear VK0IR
on the Butternut OK – this was a promising
start! I called for about an hour, but didn’t
make it.
Thursday evening – nailed him on 30m in
about 10 minutes. QSO #5. I decided to
leave the Butternut connected, to see if I
could make a 17m QSO on Saturday
morning. This was a BIG MISTAKE.
Friday evening – I still needed a 40m SSB
QSO. I heard VK0IR in the noise (using the
Butternut). He was calling CQ. I quickly
established where he was listening – just the
occasional station going back. There was no
pile-up! I called and called – didn’t even
raise a QRZ?? The Butternut simply wasn’t
up to it. I know I would have worked him
with the dipole. It was pitch black outside,
and simply too dangerous to do a tricky
operation precariously perched at the top of
a ladder. One QSO lost! I never heard

19

Listening really does pay off – not really a
lesson, but certainly confirmation of what I
already knew.

VK0IR on 40m SSB for the remainder of
the operation.
Saturday morning, and they were pounding
through on 15m SSB. This was my chance
for a second SSB QSO. I worked him at
09:43z without much trouble, for QSO #6.

The DX end of the pile-up
It is hard to put into words what a great
operation this has been!

My remote chance of a 10m QSO was likely
to be this morning. I spent about two hours
listening on 28.024, and on the likely split
frequencies. The noise level was, for a
change, remarkably low. Suddenly, VK0IR
popped out of the noise on 28.024, but
seconds later he’d gone again, as quickly as
he emerged.

What can one say? Absolutely tremendous
operating skills. So professional. Such
discipline. Such self control – some of the
operating practices of the calling stations
must have stretched the VK0IR operator’s
patience to the limit. Such team work.
The most impressive thing for me was the
lengths that the team went to to ensure just
about everyone had a chance to make those
badly needed QSOs.

I listened some more, but gave this up as a
bad job about 12:00z, and QSY’d to 17m,
where I worked VK0IR on CW on the
Butternut, relatively easily. QSO #7. I
couldn’t copy VK0IR on 18MHz SSB using
the Butternut, although he was undoubtedly
there.

Their refusal to go the next QSO until the
callsign of the current QSO was definitely
ascertained was a real help to the little
pistols – the operators would persevere, for
as long as it took, to dig out the calls.

The decision to press the Butternut into
service had certainly been worthwhile,
having given me two band countries, albeit
at the probable cost of a 40m SSB QSO.

Their directed calls to difficult areas, such
as W6/W7, VE6, VE7, as well as the very
north of Europe (Scandinavia) helped many
to make a QSO in difficult circumstances.

That was it for me. Seven QSOs, more than
I imagined in my most optimistic dreams.
The whole operation was wonderfully
exciting, gripping, and just occasionally,
frustrating.

Likewise, their specific listening on US
general class frequencies must have helped
a number of those guys/gals to make it.

What did I learn? Quite a lot:


The Propagation Prediction software
proved invaluable.



I really must do something about my
80m antenna.



I need more feeders so that I can
have more antennas available at
once.

Towards the end of the operation, ON4UN
requested those who still needed a QSO for
an all time new one to let him know by
Email. I understand that skeds were then set
up for those who responded. What service!
80,673 QSOs – a new world record for a
DXpedition which says a lot about the
organisation, planning, operating skills,
antennas and equipment.
Chatting to Bob, KK6EK, on Boxing Day,
about the likely weather conditions, he
indicated that the temperature would most
likely be close to zero, but the wind chill

20

factor from the Antarctic winds that prevail
there would make it feel very cold. In actual
fact, I think that on the whole, the team
were quite fortunate with the weather
conditions. Cold winds were experienced
for some of the time, especially right at the
end of the DXpedition, when dismantling
had to start early, due to 90km/h winds and
a wind chill of -14°, but on the whole my
impression is that they got off lightly.

Heard Island has all the feeling of an
outpost on another planet. Even after 2
weeks of living here , I am awe-struck by the
feeling of remoteness. There is little here
that is familiar to temperate suburban
backyard living. We constantly hear the
deep throaty roar of huge animals hidden in
the hummocks nearby. Sometimes we
practically trip over them walking at night.
The elephant seals stare at us with huge flat
dark eyes that track up and down our bodies
as we step around them. The brown skuas
fly at us like torpedo bombers, veering off at
the last moment, inches from our heads. The
grass grows on the tops of mounds of moist
red earth about 2 feet high, and everywhere
there are gigantic pillows of green moss
that is spongy to our step. Everywhere the
ground is littered with bones of birds and
mammals that glow bright white against the
black volcanic sand and rock.

Here is a quote from Bob, KK6EK, that
sums up his feelings towards the end of the
DXpedition, and describes Heard Island
much better than I ever could:
“My address at this moment is #1 Heard
Island. Around me are three men, each
silently
exchanging
a
series
of
electromagnetic pulses with another human
more than 5000 miles away. To all outward
appearances, nothing is happening. The
elephant seals and penguins in the nearby
mossy hummocks are unaffected. The
albatrosses and skuas continue their
bobbing and casual foraging. In the
distance, a volcano vents steam, and the
wind pounds in violent gusts. Heard Island
continues as it always has, unaware that at
this moment on this spot, a world record is
being set. As I write these words, we are
logging our 80,000th radio contact, more
than any other amateur radio operation has
ever logged.

In the distance to the North, we see the tip
of a volcanic spire, an erosional remnant
that is now home to thousands of macaroni
penguins. In front of the tip, there are
numerous rock arches that are the roofs of
lava tubes, half filled with sediment and
harbouring a wet, mossy cave like
ecosystem. To the West is the high glaciated
peak on the Lauren’s Peninsula, and
perhaps a dozen ribbon waterfalls that blow
into so much mist after falling perhaps a
thousand feet. To the South we see a vast
flat plain, a sand pile a mile across, between
two great crescent beaches. The plain is so
low that when the wind blows, it floods the
plain, water pouring from one bay to the
other. Several colonies of penguins, each
containing several hundred birds, move
almost imperceptibly around this plain.
Above this flat expanse towers a titanic
volcano, Big Ben, its hot crest 9000 ft. high.
Steam issues from a blackened vent on its
west side, creating a small cloud that pales
into insignificance compared with the huge,
nearly omnipresent stratus layers that
almost constantly envelope the summit. To
the East, on a clear day, you can see the
gigantic ice falls, some thousands of feet

In the near future, the dry statistics of the
VK0IR operation will come out, and they
will show that essentially that every amateur
radio record associated with DXpeditions
has been broken. This is all the more
satisfying, if not surprising, because it was
done at the bottom of the sunspot cycle,
during a time when two of the nine amateur
bands were almost completely unusable.
What the statistics will not show is what it
has been like being here, doing this, in this
place, at #1 Heard Island. I will try to
capture for you some of my experiences and
impressions, before they get lost in the sea
of statistics and the dim recesses of
imperfect memory.
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high, and the business end of the glaciers as
they fall into the sea.

Besides the radio operations, there are
other routines. Now and then we send or
receive a fax. Sometimes the phone rings
and we answer. ‘Heard Island, good
evening.’ Usually there is a pause, then soand-so is informed that there is a phone call
for him. At this moment one person is
talking with his wife in Minnesota. The logs
are uploaded every day by Pacsat, and
posted on the Internet servers. An electronic
camera captures still photos that are
uploaded and posted on the web pages.
Every day we receive many pages of
detailed comments from the pilots, including
criticism of the operations the previous
night.

The village we have erected at #1 Heard
Island provides quite adequate comfort and
security. It consists of four 12x20 ft
aluminium frame shelters, with reinforced
insulated plastic skins. The galley shelter
has a 3-stove, 2-sink kitchen, and a dining
room that seats 12. The Comms shelter
contains the Pacsat and Inmarsat, and an
operating tent with 3 positions and space
for computers. The two dormitories each
sleep 10 men, each with his own bunk and
locker. The four shelters are connected by a
wooden walkway, so it Is possible to move
between them in your stocking feet without
getting wet or dirty. At the end of the
walkway is a genuine outhouse, deluxe
model, complete with urinal, sink, mirror,
and paper towel dispenser. Away from the
village, perhaps a quarter mile distant, are
the operating shelters, with the appropriate
addresses #2 and #3 Heard Island.
Connected to these 3 sites are 24 antennas,
12 of which are grouped into 4-square
vertical arrays for 40, 80, and 160m.

Two days ago three companions and I made
an attempt to reach a shelter on the other
side of the peninsula, an all-day walk to get
there, with the return planned for the second
day. What we saw amazed us: cobble
beaches that produce a deafening roar when
the surf washes out; penguins jumping on
the backs of elephant seals apparently for
fun; a playground of fur seals frolicking
with their children; an albatross killing a
live penguin by dragging it into the water
and drowning it; a newly dead penguin
being skeletonized in 2 hours by skuas; a
waterfall running under a glacial fragment
and emerging below into another waterfall.
When the terrain became impossible, we
retraced our steps and saw the whole scene
again from a different perspective. But
perhaps
the
most
astonishing
accomplishment of the VK0IR team will not
appear in the statistics, or even in the
description of the events that will follow: the
20 individuals, representing 9 different
national cultures, have worked together
harmoniously, without the slightest hint of
animosity or territoriality that usually
characterises these projects. In my 20 years
of leading expeditions to remote and
difficult places, this is by far the finest team
I have ever had the pleasure to work with.
You will hear this theme again and again as
the other individuals have the chance to tell
their particular stories: the VK0IR team
must have set some sort of record for

Except for our bizarre surroundings, life at
#1 Heard Island is somewhat routine. Every
day we post the operating assignments for
the 5 stations, and take our shifts. We have
little to do but operate the radios and
capture the experience of being here. The
team has an extraordinary amount of
technical expertise: logistics, satcoms,
RTTY, CW, computers, antennas, electrical
power, natural science. Some are good at
fixing things, some are good at cooking,
some are good at computers. We have a
small tractor and wagon to drive heavy
loads around. We run our seven Honda
generators continuously, providing more
than 30 kW of power. When off-duty, we sit
in the dining area and trade stories, mostly
about the band openings. Every day we tally
the progress. By this morning we had
logged 77,300 Qs; we were certain to break
80,000 by morning.
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genuine respect and mutual pleasure in
participating in this project. In fairness, I
should add that a considerable portion of
the technology that we have used here, such
as uploading logs to web servers and
getting pilot feedback by e-mail, was
developed on the 1995 XR0Y Easter Island
expedition, so in some sense the team is
even larger than the 20 men here now.

and kHz cops in the pile-ups. I almost
unsubscribed right away. I’m glad I didn’t.
For me, during the operation of VK0IR, the
reflector helped me feel part of the team.
The bulletins put out by John, ON4UN, kept
us all informed of what was going on on
Heard Island, how the equipment was
performing, what bands were operational,
what the weather was like and so on.

In about 15 hours, the VK0IR DXpedition
will shut down, and the team will have
about 36 hours to get ready for the
helicopters that will lift us and our 30 tons
of gear to the ship. After that, a short stop at
Kerguelen Island, and then the long sail
back to Reunion and home. It’s beginning to
feel like it’s time. I am sure I will never
again see this place. This place will be
unaffected by our visit. But trust me, for us
it has been an E-ticket ride into a fantasy
world.”

But, for me, the most intriguing part of the
reflector was reading the mail from other
subscribers – hearing the frustration, the
excitement, the exhilaration, the despair, the
elation as that elusive QSO was achieved or
not. The stories about lengths people were
going to to make that extra QSO were
fascinating, like the story about a US
amateur who was just about to give up 30m
as a lost cause, when his nine year old
daughter encouraged him and helped him
build a new antenna in the rain – he made
the QSO soon afterwards. It was gripping
stuff; I read every message, which averaged
around 1 hour per day. It was time well
spent!

The technology
First, I must eat humble pie. In one of my
editorials (for new members, I was Editor of
CDXC Newsletter for three years before
Bren took over in July 1996) prior to the
XR0Y operation, I made some fairly
negative remarks about the amount of
technology that was to be used to support
the operation. I was away on vacation when
the DXpedition actually took place, so I
didn’t experience the impact that such
technology would make until the Heard
Island DXpedition.

Another great opportunity that the reflector
gave was to be able to give direct feedback
to the team. 99% of the feedback was
positive – I’ve never seen so much praise
and congratulations (all of it deserved)
heaped on a DXpedition team.
The provision of web-based and Emailbased log servers was also a great boon. The
ability to check that your QSO was indeed
in the log, within a couple of days of
making the QSO, was superb. It must have
really contributed to cutting down the
dupes, and given even more people a chance
to make a QSO. If you found that your QSO
wasn’t in the log (which never happened in
my case), knowing that gave you another
chance of a QSO. Much better than getting
your QSL returned with the dreaded “sorry,
not in log”

I was wrong!! For me, apart from making
the QSOs, and the outstanding operating by
the team, it was the technology that added a
new dimension to this DXpedition.
I’ve only recently become operational on
Internet from the home QTH. About two
weeks before VK0IR became operational, I
subscribed to the DX and Heard reflectors
for the first time. Initially, I was definitely
unimpressed! The behaviour of many
(mainly US) contributors was at about the
same level as the worst European operators

The Heard Tribune, on the Heard Island
web page, gave daily news and pictures
from Heard Island. [...] The Heard Tribune
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In Conclusion

was produced by Don Greenbaum, N1DG
(ex WB2DND).

The VK0IR DXpedition will surely go
down in DXing history as the one that broke
the records and set the standards for the
future.

I’m now a convert – a firm believer that the
integration of this sort of technology with a
DXpedition operation is a major
enhancement. If you didn’t experience it,
you missed such a lot.

This was something special, an epic. It
certainly wasn’t an ‘amateur’ operation. For
me, it was an experience I shall remember
and savour for a long time.

Support
This DXpedition must surely also go down
as the best supported operation ever.

Our thanks are due to the team and all their
support personnel for a job remarkably well
done.

The pilot concept was not new, but on this
DXpedition was certainly most effective.
Our thanks are due to all of them (ON4UN,
N1DG, W0EK, K0EU, W4WW, W2IJ,
JH1ROJ), but especially to John Devoldere,
ON4UN, who put in typically eighteen
hours per day throughout the DXpedition on
all sorts of support activities. Thanks John.

The critics who, only a few months ago,
were saying it was a waste of time and
money to mount such an operation at the
trough of the sunspot cycle have been
confounded, and, I am sure, silenced.
Now let’s look forward to the next one –
Scarborough Reef in May, or possibly P5
before then? It’s certainly going to be a
fascinating year for HF Dxing!

The VK0IR team were also well supported
by the helicopter pilot and mechanic, TonTon and Pascal, the crew of the Marion
Dufresne, and the French Authorities.

See you in the pile-ups.
We musn’t forget Lyndon, VE7TCP, who
did such a good job with the Web site and
Email log server, and Don (N1DG) and Rob
(PA3BXR) who ran the web log servers.

73 Alan G3PMR

_____________________________________________________________________

VK0IR & CDXC – HOW DID WE DO?
Alan Jubb, G3PMR

With an emailable VK0IR log server run by
Lyndon, VE7TCP, it occurred to me that
this would be a great way to get some
statistics about how CDXC members had
done in working/attempting to work VK0IR.

as it turns out that the server can only
handle 50 callsigns at one go, so I had to
send multiple queries. I used the
membership list as of February 3rd, which
contained 325 members, and after having
removed our SWL members at that time.
The VK0IR log at the time I queried it was
up to date to Monday 27th January at 12:39z,
which I think was the time that the big
switch was pulled on Heard Island.

Of course, with 300+ members, I didn’t just
send off a large database query – I thought it
might be prudent to ask Lyndon’s
permission/advice first! Just as well that did,
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So, how did we all do? The first statistic is
that of the 316 licensed members, 183 had
one or more QSOs, i.e. for one reason or
another, 42% of members didn’t make it.
I’m rather surprised about that. A total of
739 QSOs was made.
[Graphic: VK0IR QSOs with
Members, by number of QSOs]
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CDXC

The theoretical maximum number of QSOs,
excluding satellite, is 9 on CW, 8 on SSB,
and 1 on RTTY, making 18 in all.
Congratulations to Roger G3KMA, Mauro
I1JQJ and Bob G3ZEM, for their fine
achievement in making thirteen QSOs.
Here is the detailed breakdown by number
of QSOs and call sign.
13
12
11
10
9

8

7

6

5

4

3

1

G3KMA, G3ZEM, I1JQJ
G3SJX
G3NAS, G3VKW, G4LJF
G3HSR, GW3JXN
G0OIL, G0WAZ, G3GAF, G3RZP,
G3SNN,
G4LVQ,
GM3BQA,
LA6LHA
G3GIQ, G3OZF, G3PJT, G3PLP,
G3SED, G4SOF, G4SOZ, G4UJS,
VK5WO
G0LMX,
G3NKC,
G3PMR,
G3TMA,
G3TXF,
G3YVH,
G4BUE,
G4DBN,
G4ODV,
GI0NWG, HB9RG, WB2YQH
DJ8NK, G0OPB, G3ALI, G3KWK,
G3MXJ, G3RBP, G3XTT, G3ZBA,
G3ZSS,
G4DQW,
GW4BLE,
K3ZO, ON4IZ, VK9NS
G3LNS, G3NUG, G3RGD, G3RTE,
G3VMW,
G4ALR,
G4DJZ,
G4MVA,
G4OWT,
G4TNB,
G4XRX,
GI0TJJ,
GM3PPE,
GM3YTS
G0KRL, G0ORH, G3AEZ, G3ESY,
G3GHY, G3HTA, G3OCA, G3VXJ,
G3WGV,
G4BUO,
G4CCZ,
GM0EGI, GW4BVJ, HB9KT
G0APV, G0LRJ, G0MMI, G3AAE,
G3BBR, G3CCO, G3COJ, G3IZD,

G3KDB, G3KNU, G3MLO, G3PFS,
G3RIR, G3RVM, G3USX, G3VXZ,
G4AZN, G4DYO, G4IUF, G4OJH,
G4PDQ, G4ZVJ, GI3FJX, GI4OPH,
GJ3LFJ, GW3ARS, GW3CDP
G0IVZ, G0NYL, G0OFE, G0TYV,
G0UHK,
G0WHP,
G3HQH,
G3HQX, G3JJZ, G3KLL, G3KYF,
G3LHJ, G3LUW, G3LZQ, G3MCN,
G3NBC, G3NKS, G3NOH, G3SMP,
G3UML, G3VDL, G4CJY, G4DJX,
G4IDL, G4JVG, G4OBK, G4PEL,
G4RVW,
G4SOK,
G4TSH,
G4XTA, G6LX, G8JM, GM3TRI,
GM4XLU,
GW0ANA,
HS0/G4UAV, LX1DM, PA3GIO,
VE6DXX
G0AIX, G0BBV, G0EHO, G2ART,
G3CAQ, G3DPX, G3EZZ, G3HCT,
G3IGW, G3IQF, G3JQJ, G3LOJ,
G3NKQ,
G3OFW,
G3POG,
G3SWH,
G3SXW,
G3TLG,
G3UOF,
G3WGN,
G3XON,
G3YBO, G3ZAY, G4CMT, G4FEU,
G4GMW, G4PFF, G4SVB, G4VXT,
GM4UZY, GW0SLM, GW3HGJ,
GW3NXR, JI6KVR, NN2C, ZS1FJ

WAL E. HEAD

Heard Island? I’ve heard
lots of islands, so why
was everyone so excited?!

Why didn’t they fly to
Heard Island? They sure
had enough pilots!!

[G4DYO]
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RULES FOR DXING (May 1997)
By Anon

1. If you come upon a pile-up, find the
exact DX frequency and slowly tune
up your KW right on his frequency.
Take your time doing this, as it has
maximum effect this way. The
longer you take, the better.

up has built up to several hundred
and just before the band is about to
go out, then ask him to meet you on
CW, RTTY or SSB at a set time and
frequency. Above all, make sure you
tell him that YOU need him on these
modes. This will endear you in the
hearts of all on frequency. It shows
that you can work more than one
mode and are a well-rounded
amateur.

2. If you cannot wait to find out the DX
callsign, ask “What is the DX
callsign?” Do this repeatedly until
someone gives you the call. This
will show all others on frequency
that you are serious about wanting to
work this DX. This is called sharing.

6. If you have worked the DX
previously, make sure you call him
and tell him that he is stronger than
the last 6 times you worked him this
week. The DX station will want to
know this. Others on frequency will
respect you more. You will be
recognised as a Big Gun DXer.

3. When you find out the DX call,
repeat your call over and over again
on the DX frequency. Even if he is
working split there is a chance he
may be listening on his transmit
frequency.

7. When you find a DX pile-up, to
bring your operating skills to a
higher level and impress all those on
frequency – Zero beat the DX, send
“QRL? “Is this frequency in use?”
This shows character and that you
are a truly caring person.

4. When the DX says “ABC only” –
Don’t believe him. If he says
“Europe only” – Don’t believe him.
If he says “2’s only” – Don’t believe
him. Keep giving your call “XYZ
!!...XYZ !!...XYZ !! HOW COPY
MARIO?” Make sure you use his
name when you call him. He may
think you are some one he knows. It
must work as we hear it on the bands
all the time, so it has to be effective.
Don’t pay attention to directional
CQs. When did any DX know what
they wanted... what matters most is
what YOU want.

8. When finally making the DX
contact, give the DX some
background about yourself: TX, RX,
ANT, WX, how many children and
grandchildren you have, when they
went to college, what size bedroom
slippers you wear, or any other items
of interest to the DX. This shows
that you are not just a 599 kind of
guy. This is most effective when the
band is just about to fold.

5. To get the DX to work other modes
tell him you want to set up a
schedule later which is convenient to
you. You should wait until the pile26

information?” If you don’t get a
reply with this information after 8 or
10 calls, keep it up, your persistence
will pay off. There are plenty of
other stations on frequency who are
waiting to work the DX and who
have read these publications.

9. After you have worked the DX you
will need the QSL route. Although
this will be listed on the DX packet
cluster, in ARRL and DX News
Letters, and on the Internet, there is
no reason for you to go to all the
bother of reading these sources. You
can just keep calling on the DX
frequency “What is the QSL

[Again, nothing much changes. Ed.]

EDITORIAL (March 1997)
Brendan J McCartney, G4DYO
I make no apology for devoting a large proportion of this issue to the 1997 Heard Island
DXpedition – the most incredible DXpedition of all-time with 80,673 QSOs in the log!
Wow – that puts it ahead of GK0JFK! (Sri – joke for older members! Hi!). Many thanks
to Alan, G3PMR, for his splendid articles and detailed research into the VK0IR logs, for
which I am sure we are all most grateful […].
[Extract only]

THAT’S IT FOR ANOTHER ISSUE – SOMEWHAT SMALLER THAN THE LAST FEW
ISSUES, LARGELY DUE TO THE FACT THAT SEVERAL PROMISED ITEMS NEVER
MATERIALISED. IF YOU CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE – VERY MANY THANKS. IF
YOU DIDN’T – WHY NOT???!
[G4DYO, May 1997]
_____________________________________________________________________

Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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Swains Island DXpedition, NH8S
Arnie Shatz, N6HC

Swains Island (IOTA OC-200) is privately
owned by the Jennings family. It is a lowlying coral atoll located about 200 miles
northwest of Tutuila, the main island of the
American Samoa island group. The reefs
have high coral cover with many different
types of corals and maintain a low incidence
of disease. Near shore waters are home to
large schools of predators like barracudas,
jacks and snappers. Sharks and large
humpback wrasse are frequently seen.
Dogtooth tuna are also more common
around the island than elsewhere in
American Samoa. Swains Island has a rich
cultural history and was once the site of an
active copra plantation. Its scenic beaches
and abundant natural resources make it a
potential eco-tourism destination.

DXpeditions to no prior major DXpedition
experience. A nineteenth member of the
group got as close as offshore of Swains
Island, but he needed to return on the ship to
Pago Pago for medical treatment… DJ2VO
- Jurgen.
Four members of the team are CDXC
members: SM5AQD, 9V1FJ, ND2T and
N6HC.
No major DXpedition can function
successfully without support personnel. Our
sterling support team consisted of NV9L –
Valerie (North American pilot), MMØNDX
– Col (European pilot), John – K6MM
(Relay pilot and webmaster extraordinaire);
Paul – W8AEF (testing), Paul – W6XA
(testing), Tom – N4XP (testing), and John –
N7CQQ (testing); Don – N1DG (logistics),
Max – I8NHJ (logistics); Markus –
DL9RCF (fundraising), Janet – W8CAA
(fundraising), and Margarett – XYL of
AA4NN (fundraising).

One of the mysteries of Swains Island is the
presence of an eighteen-inch stone idol that
sits on top of a four-foot stone structure in a
clearing. No one knows the origin of the
idol, although some of the Jennings family
members have speculated that in the past the
ocean water flowed into the lagoon through
a small channel at high tide. They suggest
that the idol may have been a marker to
show traveling Polynesians how they could
enter the lagoon and seek shelter on their
journeys throughout the Pacific.

The co-leaders made all the requisite
arrangements with Alex Jennings, who is
the family representative and has the
authority to grant access to the island.
Sponsors were asked to help fund the
expedition by either supplying equipment or
donating to the operational account… or
both. A team of operators was chosen. All
of the electronic equipment and antennas
were tested before being staged for shipping
from Southern California by Arnie (N6HC).
Four heavily laden pallets were sent to the
Port of Los Angeles for shipment to Pago
Pago. The pallets were then transferred to
the MV Lady Naomi and delivered to
Swains Island in advance of the arrival of
the DXpedition team.

The last DXpedition to Swains Island was in
2007. In September of 2012 a group of
eighteen amateur radio operators reactivated
Swains Island under the callsign NH8S.
These hams were K9CT – Craig (co-leader),
W8GEX – Joe (co-leader), ND2T – Tom,
N2TU – Lou, AA4NN – Joe, K5AB – Alan,
NA6M – Mark, W6KK – Charlie, N6HC –
Arnie (team physician), N6HD – David,
W8TN – Clark, W8HC – Hal, K9CS – Carl,
WB9Z – Jerry, K9NW – Mike, SM5AQD –
Hawk, DL3DXX – Dietmar, and 9V1FJ –
Barry. The team DXpedition members’
experiences varied from many prior major

The multinational DXpedition team met in
Honolulu, Hawaii on September 1, 2012.
We had a lovely dinner at Sam Choy’s
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restaurant with many of the local Hawaiian
hams including Kimo - KH7U, Eran WH6R, Martin - KH6MB, Mark - WH7W
and, last but not least, Lee - KH6 Blooming
Zipper Flipper. On September 3, 2012 we
boarded a flight to Pago Pago, American
Samoa. We spent the night at the
Tradewinds Hotel, where we had our last
comfortable shower and our last airconditioned night of rest in a comfortable
bed. We also hooked up with John –
N7CQQ and Ron – N6XT who were staying
at the same hotel and were planning a trip to
Tokelau for a two-man DXpedition. The
following day we departed for Swains
Island for a 22-hour cruise on the MV Lady
Naomi with her resident roaches and
‘interesting’ aromas. Most of the team made
use of a Scopolamine patch to prevent
motion sickness. In spite of this precaution,
a couple of the team members required
ancillary treatment to control their
uncomfortable sea sickness symptoms. One
of the team members became disoriented,
had memory disturbances, dizziness,
restlessness and confusion. He wandered the
ship alone during the nighttime passage and
sustained a deep, extensive lower leg
laceration that required multiple sutures to
repair. This laceration was complicated by
the fact that he was also taking an anticoagulant for a cardiac condition. The coleaders and team physician agreed that it
would be very prudent to send him back to
Pago Pago for further evaluation and
treatment. The differential diagnosis of this
symptom
complex
was
eventually
determined to be a rare adverse reaction to
the Scopolamine patch and after several
days of hospitalization and diagnostic tests
he recovered completely. He rejoined the
team when they returned to Pago Pago
twelve days later.

transporting equipment and personnel to the
SSB and CW tent sites. Our ‘tent city’ was
on the west side of the island and our
operating tents were on the north side of the
island. We spent the better part of two days
erecting our antennas and setting up the
stations in 100°-plus heat. Generally, the
weather during our stay was ‘hot, hot, hot’
with occasional passing tropical squalls
which provided us with fresh water that
could be used for washing dishes or clothes
and for showering. There were two antenna
fields positioned well away from each other.
We never experienced interference between
the CW and SSB/RTTY sites. For 10, 12,
15, 17 and 20 meters we used SVDA twoelement arrays. On 6 meters we had a fiveelement InnovAntenna Yagi. For 30, 40 80
and 160 meters we used vertical arrays. The
SSB site had a four-square 40-meter array,
but the CW four-square was problematic
and we just used one element as a simple
vertical. The beach was quite narrow and
primarily made of crushed coral with little
sand; secure guying became an issue at high
tide. Late in the expedition we lost the 80
meter vertical due to a guying issue at high
tide and we lost the 160 meter Titanex
vertical due to a high tide issue and the
control box at the base of the antenna.
The transceivers were provided by Icom…
IC-7600. We had five KPA500 amplifiers
by Elecraft and two PW-1 amplifiers by
Icom. There was a phase noise issue
associated with the radios, which we
worked around by adjusting our operating
bands. The amplifiers performed flawlessly.
Our generators were the Home Depot
Generac 5000 model and we had two at
each operating site. A maintenance engineer
provided by the Jennings family serviced
and filled the generators, as needed, and we
never had a power challenge during the
entire operation. Our logging program was
N1MM.

Our DXpedition contract called for the food
and drink, tents, generators and fuel to be
provided by the Jennings family represented
by David Jennings on Swains Island. He had
a crew of twelve to service our needs during
the island stay. A four-wheel drive ATV
pulling a small wagon was indispensable in

Our operating schedule was simple. Three
teams of six individuals each – three for the
CW tent and three for the SSB/RTTY tent
each shift. What wasn’t simple was the
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rotation of three hours on the radio and six
hours off…. around the clock. I think that
almost everyone felt sleep-deprived by the
end of the trip.

communication to friends and relatives as
well as allowing us to upload our log data
on a daily basis.
A summary of our statistics show that over
nine days of operation we totaled 105,455
QSOs, with 54,128 on CW, 43,126 on SSB
and 8,201 on RTTY. Continental
breakdown revealed 41% North America,
28% Europe, and 27% Asia. Please see our
web site at www.nh8s.org for a further
breakdown of the statistics and to view our
photo module.

We had three cooks to prepare our meals.
For breakfast we might have eggs, bacon,
oatmeal or pancakes with juice or coffee.
For lunch we freelanced with snacks.
Dinner varied from pasta, ribs or sea food
including fresh sashimi, crab, lobster or fish.
There was plenty of bottled water, Gatorade,
soda, coffee, tea, cocoa and beer. No one
went hungry on this trip and no one lost any
weight!

The trip back to Pago Pago was quite
similar to our previous passage to Swains
Island. We were all looking forward to
getting back to the Tradewinds Hotel to get
a long, warm shower and a rest on a firm
mattress in an air-conditioned room. Alex
Jennings gave us a tour of Pago Pago the
following day and then hosted the entire
team at his home for dinner. After the meal,
we were transported to the airport where we
boarded a Hawaiian Airlines 737 for our
return to Honolulu. The team members said
our goodbyes in the Honolulu airport and
we went our separate ways.

Hygiene was a challenge. Our shower
consisted of a tent housing a fifty-gallon
drum filled with rain water at ambient
temperature. A moderate sized tureen
floated in the drum. You simply filled the
tureen with water, poured some water over
your body, used your bar soap and then
poured some more water over your body to
wash away the soap. This set-up trumped an
ocean bath where bar soap is useless.
We had a two-drop water closet that was
flushed with sea water. It was a challenge to
keep the toilets from backing up. But at
least we didn’t need to dig an 8-foot long
drop capped by a toilet seat

Friendships were made on this trip that will
undoubtedly last a lifetime. Mutual respect
for one another was religiously practiced.
We supported each other in and out of the
radio tents. We laughed together and we
worked hard together under conditions that
can only be described as ‘basic’. We had
great leadership throughout the DXpedition.

Medical issues that came to my attention
ranged from anorexia, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, constipation, ‘stuffy’ ears, sun
burn, rashes, sole of the foot blisters in a
diabetic with peripheral neuropathy,
mosquito and spider bites. Unfortunately
one of the bites became infected with
MRSA, and when my patient returned home
he required hospitalization and IV
antibiotics and incision and drainage of an
abscess. Several of the islanders made use
of my services and medical kit supplies.
This was a very geriatric crew with the
youngest member being 49 years old and
the eldest, 79 years of age.

I would like to thank all the sponsors and
donors for their generosity. Without that
support, this DXpedition would not have
happened.
I hope that you were able to make it into the
log. It wasn’t for lack of trying on our part if
you were not fortunate enough to contact us.
Our QSL manager is AA4NN. Please check
the website for QSL card options.

We had both Inmarsat and BGAN satellite
access on Swains Island. This facilitated

Arnold I. Shatz N6HC
Copyright © 2012
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The Re-launch of amateur radio in Kosovo and Z60K
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF, and Bob Barden, MD0CCE

confiscated. With the issue of these brandnew licences, the presentation ceremony on
17 September was indeed the start of a new
era in amateur radio in Kosovo. The event
was covered by the main TV station in
Kosovo and shown on the 7:30 news; the
first QSOs made by the new amateurs were
shown on the 11:00 news.

Two CDXC Members (Nigel, G3TXF, and
Bob, MD0CCE) were pleased to be able to
play a small part in the recent re-launch of
amateur radio in Kosovo.
CDXCers may be wondering why there was
not an earlier posting on the CDXC
Reflector about the operation. Both of us
were late invitees to the special event, on
which Martti/OH2BH, had been working
with the Kosovar Telecommunications
Regulatory Agency continuously for several
years. Martti had asked us to treat the
information as confidential until the
operation started and to allow him to issue
the press releases under the control of Hans
Blondeel Timmeran, PB2T, the President of
IARU Region 1. This was not only sensible
from an accuracy standpoint , but it was also
only right as Hans was involved and also, of
course, considering the sensitivities around
the whole topic of Kosovo. We now have
their permission to provide this short report.

Through their newly formed national
society (SHRAK) it is hoped that this group
will be the nucleus for the re-emergence of
amateur radio as a self-training hobby
throughout Kosovo, and particularly for the
younger generation. The seminar which was
organised by the TRA for the presentation
of these new licences was attended by the
Kosovo MP who is also the Cabinet
Minister for Economic Development (which
includes
Telecommunications),
the
Chairman of the TRA (the telecoms
regulator), and a representative of the
Ministry of Education (who sees amateur
radio as a positive theme that could be
usefully introduced both into schools and
into technical colleges). The potential
benefits of amateur radio as a foundation for
further studies in electronics and
telecommunications
were
evidently
appreciated by those attending the callsign
licence presentation ceremony.

The undoubted highlight of our visit to
Kosovo was attending a ceremony hosted by
the Kosovar telecoms regulator (TRA),
where the first of the country's new amateur
radio licences were awarded. These licences
were no ordinary licences. These radio
amateurs are no ordinary radio amateurs.
Most of them had been off the air for the
past 23 years or more, and each was keen to
get back on the air again, following
Kosovo's move into the new era of full
sovereign statehood on 10 September 2012.

Hans, PB2T, spoke at the ceremonies and
also spent a full day with the TRA
(regulator) discussing regulatory and
licensing matters. The Kosovar government
had been advised by Croatia, Finland and
Turkey in the drafting of their
telecommunications legislation and Nik,
9A5W, had been specifically involved in the
legislation related to amateur radio.

These eleven Kosovar radio amateurs had
each been active as YU8s back in the 'old
days' of Yugoslavia. However, during the
period of the various conflicts which
engulfed their region, most Kosovar radio
amateurs were unable to operate at all. For
the most part their equipment had been

When asked by the newly licenced
amateurs, Hans/PB2T told them that
Kosovo was not recognized by DXCC at
this time, and that this ceremony and his
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visit had nothing to do with DXCC, but that
the purposes of the trip were:


to help insure that plans were in
place for the re-establishment of an
amateur radio
infrastructure
consisting of regulations similar to
those in other IARU countries,



the establishment of a radio society
open to all amateurs in Kosovo,



the development of new licensees
and new entrants into amateur radio ,



and the development of a robust
society in all aspects that would
eventually allow them to apply for
IARU membership.

automatic ITU prefix allocation - Kosovo
has relied on advice by its own experts and
advisors and approval by the steering group.
Z6 is not currently an ITU-allocated prefix
but is a free prefix that was selected in order
to avoid clashing with other nations'
allocations. We understand that the ITU has
been notified about the use of the Z6 prefix
in amateur radio in addition to the earlier
November 2011 notification to ICAO. The
eleven newly issued licences of 17
September were all in the series Z61xx.
Most of the new licencees chose to use the
same suffix that they had with their former
YU8 calls more than 20 years earlier, eg exYU8FF is now Z61FF.
As part of the formal re-launch of amateur
radio in Kosovo the special event group
callsign Z60K was issued to Hans/PB2T,
IARU Region 1 President. The first QSOs
with the new callsign Z60K were made by
the new Kosovar operators themselves
during the evening following the
presentation of the new licences.
Unsurprisingly, after over two decades of
absence from the bands, many were quite
microphone-shy at first. However, that will
soon wear off once they get used to modern
amateur radio equipment and as they catch
up with the latest techniques and amateur
radio operating practices. The Z60K shacks
set up in hotel rooms were frequently visited
by the new amateurs (and other nonamateurs from government and industry),
sometimes several times per day as their
work schedules permitted, so they could
become more familar with operating. At
least two of the new amateurs are already on
the air from their own stations with their
new callsigns, with more expected to follow
soon. One not-yet licensed enthusiast who is
very computer savvy was given several
hours of tuition in Internet and computerrelated software, including downloading
computer
logging
programs
and
demonstrations of various websites; he will
provide tuition for the others in the
Albanian language. RSGB licence manuals
and an RSGB Yearbook were left as
resource materials for the new Kosovar

Hans/PB2T accepted the licence for Z60K
and became the trustee for the callsign
related to this special event. The purpose of
the Z60K special event operation was to
help to raise awareness of the re-emergence
of amateur radio in Kosovo. As with any
amateur radio station, the callsign is an
important feature. The callsign uniquely
identifies the operator and the location. As
part of the process of establishing its
independence Kosovo (which is now
recognised by 91 countries including the
USA, the UK and most of the industrialised
world) the telecoms regulator (TRA) has
already set in train both formal and informal
processes so that it be allowed to use the
currently unallocated national prefix Z6. We
were advised that this process was started
by a letter sent to the ICAO (the UN's
specialised aviation agency) in November of
2011 and that the 25-nation steering group
appointed under the UN Settlement Process
was still in an advisory and approval
position in August 2012 when the Prime
Minister announced Kosovo's intention to
use Z6. This Z6 prefix would be used for
aircraft registration numbers and for
amateur radio
stations in the usual
prefix+number+letter(s)
combination.
Given that the country is not seeking UN
membership at this time - with its attendant
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society. Meanwhile the group special event
callsign Z60K was operated on a
demonstration basis by a number of the
visiting amateurs, including 9A5W, 9A9A,
9A6AA,
G3TXF,
N2BB/MD0CCE,
OH2BH, OH2KI, OH2TA and PB2T.

amateur bands used elsewhere. For example
80m is still missing, although in the longer
term this band may well be introduced.
The TRA (the Kosovar telecoms regulator)
is now able to issue Z6/xxxx callsigns to
visiting radio amateurs. The formalities are
very straightforward (eg copy of licence,
completion of a one-page application form
in English and payment of a €50 fee). We
can probably expect a wave of Z6 activity
from visiting radio amateurs during the upcoming CQ WW DX contests where
Kosovo is now a ‘country multiplier’. Full
details on the Z6 visitors' licences can be
found at
www.art-ks.org/?cid=2,1. We
would like to thank the many CDXC
members who worked the Z60K special
event station (including some of the new
local hams!) and offered supportive
comments; they were much appreciated.

This was not intended to be an all-bands,
all-modes major DXpedition. It was
primarily a demonstration activity and
definitely not a major full-blown operation.
There were no announced frequencies. The
duration of the operation was uncertain. Not
all bands and modes were used. There were
many interruptions to the operation when
there were visitors in the shack or when
there were outside meetings, training
sessions and social functions. The various
Z60K stations used relatively simple
antennas. Nevertheless the callsign Z60K
was successfully activated on CW and SSB
on 40m-30m-20m-17m-15m. The newly
formalised regulations for operating amateur
radio in Kosovo do not yet include all the

73 Nigel, G3TXF, and Bob, MD0CCE

_____________________________________________________________________

When Every Day is a Pile-up
Alex Gartshore, GD6IA / GD3UMW

Consider the radio amateur who has to face
the prospect of a pile-up every time he
walks into the shack and calls CQ on an HF
band. Week after week, no matter the time
of day, a crowd will gather and be ready to
pounce. He has to learn to manage a gang of
undisciplined
hooligans,
QRMers,
policemen and bad operators or he will
crumble. Is such a person qualified to
criticise DXpeditioners? Yes I think so.

around the world a new one is probably a
priceless experience. I cannot go on
DXpeditions for health reasons, but I
directly support many who do so.
I live at the very centre of the British Isles
and yet every day on HF is a pile-up day.
However, I never forget that I am the DX
when the pile-up develops. In a non-contest
environment my instructions to those
waiting are as clear as I can make them. It is
how I say it that makes the information
effective. It is the result of a continuing
personal process to try to communicate
more effectively. I hope that in a small way
it is educational for those who listen to me,
especially for those who have learned bad
habits from others. I look forward to each

Travelling half way round the world to
activate a rare entity is a source of
excitement and anticipation for many hams.
This can be very rewarding to the individual
who may, for the first time, experience the
sharp end of pile-up and learn how to cope.
Knowing they have given many hams
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As an example, let’s find a way to take a
significant number of responsible, but overexuberant callers out of the picture
immediately. First of all don’t create the
choke with your own operating style. You
don’t transmit to your friend “<HISCALL>
5NN” over a five-minute period without
your expedition call. If you do you are only
confusing some operators who will end up
doing the same with their callsign. They
think you are another operator calling the
DX. On a split set-up it also encourages the
policemen who think you are a caller who
does not know how to split. Change your
procedure simply by reverting to “QSOs
101 Basics.” Sending “<HISCALL> de
<YOURCALL> 5NN K“ under these choke
conditions will encourage moderately good
operators to cease transmitting who may
otherwise continue calling. Reducing your
own persistence in this mode to one minute
or less will also help. Go for endorphins, not
adrenalin and you may get back to a straight
run with little delay.

session, whether it is the completely souldestroying numbers game and its high run
rate or something enjoyable with a bit more
information exchange in short QSOs.
I know I am in charge and that my style of
operating will prevail until I go to another
frequency or close down. I cannot do much
about the deliberately destructive few. Nor
can I do anything about users of the new
technologies with their hands-off, ‘click and
click again’ software. Those guys may have
their brain in the shack, but it is not engaged
in the QSO process so they are not open to
persuasion in any way.
Read on and I will get to the point.
Given that I can get pile-ups every time I go
on-air, I have taken my time over the years
to find out what works and what never will.
I listen for hours to lots of major and minor
DXpeditions on both CW and SSB. I can no
longer pick out CW operators by their ‘fist’
these days (one keyboard sounds like any
other), but I can identify some DXpedition
team members by their style. Listening to an
operator consistently achieving a good run
rate is a joy to hear. I will never get tired of
listening to that. But when a good run
chokes in QRM it is the DXpeditioners’ real
operating abilities, both good and bad, that
stand out.

The point of this article is that anyone in my
position is able to observe and analyse bad
behaviour over a long period. I have no rush
to get big run rates for a week before
leaving for home. I am home and not too far
from all mod cons and the drinks cabinet.
The callers will be there tomorrow and next
month.

Let’s concentrate on a choke point and the
average operator who is calling your
expedition station. Is he being confused by
your instructions? Is he being confused by
the combination of your choice of words or
speed of delivery or your accent when you
use SSB? Time and time again the answer is
a resounding YES!

‘DXpeditioners Woes’ by Roger/G3SXW
described problems that have grown to the
point of deterring those who would
otherwise travel to distant places to give
enjoyment to thousands on–air. The article
was balanced and other points were raised
(in passing) in the solicited comments that
were printed with the article.
Tom/
GM4FDM also raised related points in a
more recent Digest. Further excellent and
comprehensive views are expressed in
‘DXpedition Advice’ by Chris Tran
GM3WOJ / ZL1CT on his website. All
these points are somewhat in parallel.

Will a DXpeditioner respond to criticism
and improve his lot? Most of those who
have been drawn aside at meetings and
given a quiet constructive word or two have
seen the light and want to put improvements
into practice as soon as possible, but all too
often they have defended their style. ”But
everybody does that.” No they don’t son!

I want you to look at something else that is
just as relevant.
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Since the introduction of the three-tier
licence structure a big gap has been created
in amateur radio. What has happened in the
British Isles has happened in Europe and
North America where similar examination
standards have been introduced. Some call it
‘dumbing down’, but in themselves the new
structures are satisfactory. It is what
happens afterwards that is dumb and I
condemn both national and local societies
for letting it happen.

Now we come to another communications
failure. It is universally accepted that with
affluence comes a lowering of respect for
others in all walks of life. With greater
disposable income to spend on effective
stations the potential for some
who
consider they are ‘king of the heap’ to
resort to deliberate QRM when they cannot
get through is the highest it has ever been.
This is not an opinion - it is an observation.
Whether using CW or SSB the difficulties
between many English accents is just as
significant as the difficulties between any
two European languages. It is not accents
that cause the problem; a keyboard does not
have an accent. The difficulty is caused by
our choice of words and how we use them
to instruct others.

Your average new licensee is given very
little
information
about
how
to
communicate. It is like they work hard to
get a 100m swimming certificate from the
local pool and then are dropped overboard
halfway across the Irish Sea. The lack of
follow-up is the same in many other
jurisdictions. A breeding ground for bad
manners and bad operating has been
created. We have lost some operators
completely and forever, but we can turn
around a significant number of those
remaining if we put our mind to it. In the
UK there is a national society that is now
perceived by many to be no more than a
bookstore. We need to get that changed. .

There is also the ever reducing standard of
general education to be considered. This has
adversely affected European operating
habits and is now even beginning to
influence Japanese hams. The JAs are the
most polite hams in the world. A high QSO
rate with Japan is attained because of
politeness. In turn the experience reinforces
politeness into the style of the
DXpeditioner, making the whole experience
a delight to monitor.

It is no use continuing to refer to published
works on ethics, excellent though they may
be when they are sold alongside books on
how to build your bomber and fly it to
Dresden. Statistically most new young UK
hams have a literacy problem and a low
attention span, so would not get through the
second page.

Some final words. An operator on a recent
DXpedition (a CDXC member) had such
rapid and slovenly language on SSB that a
guest DXer in my shack had difficulty
understanding the instructions given. Both
are UK citizens and live within 100 miles of
each other. My guest and others were
obviously confused and not understanding.
It is not just on SSB. The confusing CW
instructions, especially when interrogating
partial callsigns, also gives encouragement
to callers to persist if even just one letter is
the same as theirs. Couple that to some
‘contest style’ DXpeditioners on CW with
views that to get hotter and hotter and faster
and faster is the way to go. This leads them
to seriously believe that it is always the
other end’s fault! An operator sending 50
wpm may reduce his run rate to 30% of

It is worth noting that there are always a few
hams who rise out of the mire to become
good operators - just as the many excellent
ops of today came through the CB
experience unscathed two decades ago. A
further issue that breeds out the good is the
natural human tendency to emulate the
successful, even if it means bad behaviour.
Who are these ham-hooligans going to
emulate? Firebombs are more effective than
mass sit-ins. The end justifies the means etc.
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what his pal with 27-35 wpm will achieve
under the same conditions. This is another
observation.
Is it entirely the fault of the DXpedition
operator? From my observations I can give
you more than a definite maybe. The initial
fault
lies
with
well
established
DXpeditioners like those who read this
publication. In my DX lifetime the bad have
always been there, but it appears that today
less and less consideration is given to
communication difficulties with others who
are good operators. The attitude for some is
“You will understand what I say or send no
matter how I say it or code it.“ The defence
put forward by those culprit DXpeditioners
is always something like “But everybody
knows what that means”. Not the way you
say it, son!

elocution lessons. I am advocating basic
communication lessons for DXpeditioners.
If you are going to do it for those left at
home, then do it better.
Alex, GD3UMW (GD6IA)
Profile
Alex Gartshore has worked all but three of
the current DXCC entities on SSB in the last
12 years. He has hosted many international
contests from his current hilltop QTH and
donates directly to DXpeditions. Retired
from design electronics in 1997 and more
recently from part-time adult education, he
remains very active on HF using the call
GD6IA, with GD3UMW now relegated to
60m and 4m operation. He has been a radio
amateur since 1964.

It is not time to close ranks. Let’s clean up
our act. I am not advocating QRS or

H44KW
Phil, G3SWH, and Jim, G3RTE, will be active from Honiara, Guadalcanal in the
Solomon Islands from the 18th to the 28th of February 2013. The Solomon Islands are
located in CQ Zone 28, ITU Zone 51. Guadalcanal counts as OC-047 for IOTA. The
‘Most Wanted’ data provided by Club Log currently shows the Solomon Islands at #81 in
Europe and #77 in North America. Our activity will be on CW only on all bands 80-10m.
There will be no 160, 60, 6m or EME activity.
Propagation permitting, we plan to have two stations on the air for as many hours every
day as is possible. Our main objective is to work as many European, North American and
RoTW stations on as many different bands as we can and we plan to make at least 15,000
QSOs.
QSL via G3SWH, either via the OQRS facility on Phil's website at www.g3swh.org.uk
(recommended), direct with SAE and adequate return postage, or via the traditional
bureau route.
There is more information at www.g3swh.org.uk/h44kw.html, which will be updated
from time to time.
73 Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH and AD5YS
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CDXC Reaction to 3D2C?
Roger Western, G3SXW
Following on from the discussion in the last
Digest about DXpedition funding I would
like to suggest that CDXC take a more
robust stance, in two ways, to tackle the
problem of DXpedition chaos on the bands.
The time for staying quiet is well past: our
DXing sub-hobby is under serious threat.
Surely CDXC can and should influence
thinking in this area? Apart from individuals
bleating that SOMEone should do
SOMEthing, nothing is happening: no-one
‘in authority’ is DOing anything. Maybe
‘the authorities’ just want the quiet life, let’s
not make waves, chaps, let’s not change
anything. At least, that is the perception. But
unless waves are made things will just keep
getting worse.

Can we, as a group show our concerns
about this bad operating style? MØURX.
Super huge pile-ups serve no purpose other
than wasting bandwidth... some rules along
those lines should be part of the DX code of
conduct. MØTRN.
They are wasting the bands with their wide
split operation. I hope the CDXC will
express their concern to the DXpedition
leaders. PA3FQA.
UP UP UP SPREAD OUT! And they were
already using 80 kHz of the band. G3SVD.
It has been way over the top on this
operation. No wonder there is a lot of
DQRM on the transmit frequency. Must be
many a QSO that has got clobbered by the
masses. Let us hope that CDXC withdraw
the sponsorship. G3RTE.

CDXC is a major source of DXpedition
funding. Refusing funding is a powerful
weapon, all the more so if the reasons are
publicised. CDXC contributed to the
process whereby most DXpeditions now
upload to LoTW within six months:
progress CAN be made!

Behaviour of the ops and pile-ups in the first
couple of days left me with a bad taste.
MØTRN.

3D2C
Firstly, to address the problem head-on
(admit it, you’d be disappointed if I didn’t!)
let’s review CDXC’s position on 3D2C. As
in my previous article (D64K) this is merely
an example. But it is current as I type and is
a typical case.

Maybe there is some way that CDXC can
insist on future DXpedition sponsorships
that spread is kept to a minimum! G3ZGC.
Band pollution comes from spread. It is
entirely within the DXpedition operator’s
control to manage spread. G3SXW.

CDXC are listed as a Gold donor: $500 or
more, along with seven other clubs. We
gave them £450, a mere £50 less than
Swains or Malpelo. Now that it’s after the
event, how do we think that 3D2C did?
Here are some extracts from the CDXC
reflector which heavily criticise them for
trashing the bands:

It is obviously anti-social to occupy 30kHz
or so of 17m CW for long periods. G3YMC
Just the random, stupid, and useless UP has
crept in lately. Vague, confusing, polluting,
just dumb. G3UML.
All I could hear was a station on the
frequency sending a four-letter word

The pile-up spread is ludicrous. G3UML.
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beginning with ‘f’. I switched off. Yours,
disgustedly, G4UZN.

really wants that, but this situation is getting
very serious. Should we just all sit on our
hands?

I have come across quite a few DXpeds
operating with wide splits, but this one is
silly! On 15m SSB they are now spreading
from 300 to 375, that's taking up too much
of the band and is anti-social.
G3SVD.

Another way in which CDXC has a
powerful voice is with IARU and RSGB.
Should we not be expressing a view, in the
hope that our opinions can help to shape the
future?
Actions not Words

Well, I heard stations calling as high up as
28.060. Grrrr indeed. This morning they
were effectively taking out most of 12m CW
and a significant chunk of 10m. This is quite
anti-social. G3YMC.

Some actions are being taken. The DX Code
of Conduct is one step forward which
involved hundreds of man-hours by a dozen
concerned DXers. The operating manual by
ON4WW/ON4UN is a magnificent work
which deserves far wider distribution and
acceptance.
The
‘DX
University’
programme was a big success in the USA
and some of those presentations are being
repeated elsewhere.

There were other criticisms as well: sending
at 50wpm when signals in Europe were
RST449 and missing openings to West
Europe. But let’s stick with the biggest
problem: wide spread which trashes the
bands.
Will CDXC express their concern to the
3D2C organisers? Will they encourage
some sort of limitation on spread in future?
Will they refuse future funding of this team
(YT1AD, N6PSE etc.)? What action can
and should be taken to tackle this issue? Or
do we just conclude that it is insoluble?

But when will the DX community as a
whole get involved and DO something? It’s
no good just waiting for others to take
action. We need to get the bandwagon
rolling and that requires large numbers of
DXers. If education is the solution, then
let’s get busy educating! Not just the few,
but the many: talks to local clubs, mentor
new DXers, peer pressure... we can all make
a contribution.

Our Own House
Secondly, on the other side of the QSO, the
DX chaser side, when if ever will CDXC
start taking to task their own members for
poor operating? It is always wrong to
complain when one’s house is not in order.
Why should the Italians listen to our
complaints if they can point to UK stations
calling out of turn and causing DQRM?

Proposals




We have all seen comments like: “A wellknown CDXC member keeps calling out of
turn.” No-one wants to blame and shame,
understandably, but does this mean no
action can be taken? Committee, I do
suggest, needs to consider what action to
take when members are heard blatantly and
continuously breaking the rules. Do we need
recordings or some sort of policing? No-one
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that the CDXC Committee takes a
stance and generally agrees to do
SOMEthing
that future funded DXpeditions be
monitored for performance
that those (eg 3D2C) who transgress
be refused future funding, reasons
publicised
that CDXC proposes a way forward
to RSGB/IARU
that individual CDXC members be
taken to task for persistent bad
operating



As one of the biggest DX clubs in the world
CDXC could achieve a lot – if only it
wishes to!

that CDXC take the lead in
educating DXpeditioners and DX
chasers.

_____________________________________________________________________

IOTA News
Update of data in IOTA DIRECTORY (2011 edition)
Provisional IOTA Reference numbers activated as at 20 October 2012
AS-190

HZ

Red Sea Coast North (Tabuk Province) group (Saudi Arabia)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
AF-049
AS-061
AS-083
AS-092
AS-095
AS-095
AS-095
AS-095
AS-109
AS-171
AS-171
AS-171
AS-171
AS-171
AS-171
AS-171
AS-171

3B8/IW5ELA
RI0K
RW0BG/9
RI0K/P
RA0ZJ/P
RU0ZM/P
UA0ZAM/P
UA0ZC/P
RW0BG/9
4S7ARG
4S7DOG
4S7HBG
4S7LSG
4S7QHG
4S7TAG
4S7TEG
4S7UJG

Mauritius Island (September 2012)
Ratmanova Island (July/August 2012)
Oleniy & Shokal'skogo Islands (August 2012)
Alyumka Island (July 2012)
Starichkov Island (September 2012)
Starichkov Island (September 2012)
Starichkov Island (September 2012)
Starichkov Island (September 2012)
Yampugor Island (August/September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)
Pigeon Island (September 2012)

EU-040
EU-183

CR5WFF
YP1S

Berlenga Grande Island (August 2012)
Sacalinu Mare Island (August 2012)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Operations from which validation material is awaited
AF-094
AF-097
AS-190

7T50I/P
7T50I/P
7Z7AB

Rachgoun Island (September 2012)
Agueli Island (September 2012)
Al Dhahrah Island (October 2012)
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
20 October 2012
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The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI

WAE RTTY Contest

sender and one point for the
receiver.
4. Two stations may exchange up to 10
QTCs maximum. The two stations
may establish contact several times
to complete the quota.
5. QTCs are transferred by means of
QTC series. A QTC series is a block
of one (minimum) to ten (maximum)
QTCs. QTC series are numbered
using the following scheme: The
first figure is the progressive serial
number starting with one; the second
figure denotes the number of QTCs
in the series. Example: ‘QTC 3/7’
means this is the third QTC series
transmitted by this station and it
contains seven QTCs.
6. For every QTC series that is
transmitted or received, the QTC
number, time and frequency band of
the QTC transmission must be
logged. If any of this data is missing
from your log, no credit will be
given for this QTC series.

This takes place from 0000z, November 10
to 2359z, November 11, 2012. It can be as
serious or simple as you care to make it.
Basically it covers 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10
metres.
Classes: single-op (high/low), multi-op,
SWL
Maximum operating hours: single-op, 36
hours, off times in 1 to 3 parts; multi-single:
48 hours
Maximum power: high power > 100W; low
power 100W
Exchange: RS + serial number
Full rules can be found at:
www.darc.de/referate/dx/contest/waedc/en/
rules/
QTC Traffic

This can sound very complicated if you
have not used QTCs before and I must
admit that I am one of those, hence I have
always avoided the WAE contest!
However, if you wish to have a new
challenge and give it a try, take a look at
Phil/GUØSUP’s page. Phil has a whole
article devoted to using QTCs with various
logging programs and is always trying to
encourage others to give it a whirl. All the
information you probably require is on this
page.

Additional points can be achieved by
sending QTCs. A QTC is the report of a
contest QSO back to a European station.
The following rules apply:
1. A QTC contains the time, callsign
and serial number of the reported
QSO. Example: ‘1307 DA1AA 431’
means that DA1AA was worked at
1307 UTC and sent serial number
431.
2. Each QSO may only be reported
once as a QTC. The QTC may not
be reported back to the original
station.
3. Every QTC that was correctly
transferred, counts one point for the

www.guernsey.net/~pcooper/waedc.html
BARTG 75 Baud Sprint
Propagation was pretty good this time and I
managed 206 contacts. Ten metres was
open, but activity was low. I did work a few
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Ws and VEs and some SA, plus FM5CD but calling CQ there produced little, so I had
to move to 15 metres. This was great, lots of
USA, including the West Coast, lots of UA
stations and EUs and I also worked
KH6GMP, Asia and SA. 20 metres was OK,
producing similar results. I then tried 40
metres, where I found mostly EU stations.
Lastly 80 metres, where activity was low, a
few EU and some G stations, so I went back
to 40m again for the last 30 minutes, which
produced a VE.

Here is the response from Kok Chen,
W7AY:
An optimal filter for 45.45 baud RTTY
consists of two peaks at the Mark and Space
tones, each peak is exactly 45.45 Hz wide at
-6 dB points. With 75 baud, the -6 dB points
of the two peaks are at 75 Hz.
The narrowest 45.45 baud filter (best QRM
rejection) has a Raised Cosine spectrum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raisedcosine_filter:

Several stations did not make my log
despite ‘nearly’ completing the QSO. When
I asked for a repeat of the serial number,
they sent it only once. I missed it in the
QRM and when I asked again they had
gone. I don’t second guess, so they got
wiped. It would be useful, especially at this
speed, and if asked to repeat the serial
number, to send it at least three times to
make sure you are in MY log. I might be in
yours, but I am not losing points just for
your benefit! It has to be a two-way
exchange correctly performed. It’s no good
having speed if there is no accuracy. I know
I said this in my last column too. It’s just a
pity that more do not adjust their macros.

Normally (using beta=1), a composite markspace filter for 170 Hz shift is 216 Hz wide
at -6 dB and drops to infinite attenuation at
261 Hz.
The widest and still optimal 45.45 baud
filter (best weak signal reception) is a
Matched filter:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matched_filter
The Matched filter for 45.45 baud RTTY
also has -6 dB points at 216 Hz. However,
the spectral envelope of the filter rolls off
very gradually and the filter still has
significant response at 500 Hz away. A
Matched Filter is therefore viewed as being
very wide.

However, generally speaking it was more
supported this time and hopefully it will be
even better next year. The feedback I have
seen is all supportive and the length of the
contest is about right too. There were some
comments on the 45/75 Baud differences
and Kok Chen, W7AY, came up with some
technical comments on that. First however,
this is what Joe Subich, W4TV, said:

Notice that neither of the above filters has a
flat passband, but they each have a very
mathematically precise passband to satisfy
the Nyquist criteria.
You can use other filters with widths in
between the two extremes above. But the
shapes have to satisfy the criteria in the
1928 Nyquist paper. If you use some
arbitrary crystal filter (especially ones with
poor phase response), you will need to
widen the filters to quite a bit more than 216
Hz to avoid the inter-symbol interference
(the received Mark bits ‘bleeds’ into the
space bits and vice versa).

The 45.45 baud (‘Standard RTTY’) profile
appears to work fairly well except for the
Pre-Filter bandwidth. I have changed the
45.45 baud Pre-Filter settings to Taps=192
and FW=100 for a flatter passband and
sharper skirts. For 75 baud, I have been
experimenting with Taps=256 and FW=150
to avoid the ‘too narrow’ issues with 75
baud.
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For 75 baud, the optimal narrow RTTY
filter is 6 dB down at 245 Hz and has no
response outside a 320 Hz width.

and everybody benefits (especially people
who use low power and small antennas).
One of the problems of having the correct
profile is that 75 Baud RTTY is not an
every day occurrence. BARTG are the only
sponsors for such a contest, but it might pay
us to do a lot more on-air tests. A job for a
rainy day in Georgia methinks!

Basically, the -6 dB points have to be very
precise and the shape of the filter also has to
be very precise, or you will need to widen
the filter by quite a lot to avoid inter-symbol
interference (a signal QRMing itself, so to
speak).

Hope you have a great Crimble and a
peaceful DX-packed 2013. See you in the
SARTG New Year’s Day RTTY contest?

Even though they are wider than the 216 Hz
filters I described above, the ‘250 Hz’
crystal filters in transceivers will throw too
many errors due
to
inter-symbol
interference -- ie they don't print well even
when there is no QRM.

73 de Roger, G3LDI

A software modem can easily implement a
216 Hz-wide FIR filter that is based on the
Raised Cosine filter when there is QRM.
They can also easily implement the Matched
Filter for DX work (both RITTY and
cocoaModem implement Matched Filters).
Similarly, they can easily switch to using a
different set of coefficients for 75 baud.

We regret to record the passing of
the following CDXC members

Perhaps someone should persuade MMTTY
folks to implement Raised Cosine filters and
Matched Filters? It only involves a few
minutes of trivial maths and you just feed
the resultant coefficients into the FIR filter

ET3SID

Sidney May

G3IQF

Robert Fowler

G3WNI

Bill Lindsay-Smith

CDXC News Service
News and updates are published through the CDXC News Service on our website
at www.cdxc.org.uk/news. Information about forthcoming DXpeditions, details of
members' trips as well as CDXC events or other announcements which are relevant to
CDXC members are widely publicised through this page. The News Service is also
monitored by certain DX newsletter services and websites.
If you would like to submit your own news, please click the link at the top of the page, or
go directly to www.cdxc.org.uk/submit_news. There is an option to submit a photo as
well as text. All news is credited.
If you have any questions about the CDXC News Service, please contact Tim Beaumont,
M0URX (tim@m0urx.com).
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E-mails to the Editor
From 9M6DXX

spending time in the bar, lazing around on
the beach etc. How one defines a suitable
minimum number of QSOs per person per
day to qualify as a ‘proper’ DXpedition,
though, is fraught with difficulty as it is also
dependent on factors entirely outside the
control of the DXpeditioner, such as the
state of the solar cycle (propagation
conditions in general), specific phenomena
(solar flares, auroras etc.), weather events
(thunderstorms, typhoons etc.), lengthy
power failures and so on. Even on a ‘proper’
DXpedition operators should be allowed
some time for sightseeing and socialising just not as much as on a ‘holiday’ operation.

The articles on CDXC funding of
DXpeditions in the September Digest raised
some interesting points. Thanks to Roger,
G3SXW, for initiating the discussion and to
Chris, G3SVL, for explaining CDXC's
policy so clearly. Chris said the Committee
welcomes debate, so here are my views.
I agree with Roger that, when making a
decision on whether or not funding is to be
allocated, CDXC (and other DX clubs /
foundations) need somehow to differentiate
between a ‘proper’ DXpedition and what
might best be described as a ‘holiday’
operation. Where I agree with Chris is that I
feel this has nothing to do with whether the
operation is under canvas or from a hotel, or
if it is necessary to hire a ship to get to the
DXpedition location or whether one can fly
directly to the DXpedition location, or
if mains electricity is available or one has to
hire a generator.

So the first criterion for funding should not
be whether or not one has to hire a ship to
get to the location, but rather the
declared intent of the DXpedition team.
Admittedly and unfortunately this is open to
abuse: I might get a licence for Myanmar,
receive funding, but then spend most of my
time exploring the temples of Bagan rather
than making QSOs. So the potential
DXpeditioner does need something of a
positive track record and the funding
committee needs to make a judgement call.

In August John, 9M6XRO, and I operated
as 9M4SLL from Layang Layang Island,
Spratly. We flew directly to the island, we
had
comfortable
rooms
with
air
conditioning in a resort, and we operated
using what was, in effect, mains power
(actually it was a generator, but at 500kVA
it was larger than most!). However, I would
hope everyone would consider this as
having been a ‘proper’ DXpedition and not
a ‘holiday’ operation. We made over 18,200
QSOs, an average of very nearly 3,000
QSOs per day with just two operators, and
that required some long operating hours. We
did not go diving or snorkling, or even take
a dip in the resort's swimming pool. We
made QSOs, ate - and slept a little.

In August John and I did not apply for even
$1 in funding from CDXC or any other DX
club or foundation for 9M4SLL. Why was
this? Because it is generally accepted that
DX clubs do not finance the cost of
individuals' commercial travel (eg flights),
accommodation, or food and drink. In the
case of the 9M4SLL DXpedition, other than
our bar bill and our visit to the resort's
souvenir shop, there were no other tangible
expenses: you could say this was the
quintessential ‘fly in, fly out, hotel’ type of
DXpedition.

Almost by definition a ‘holiday’ operation
makes a smaller number of QSOs per
station per day than does a ‘proper’
DXpedition, as the operators spend time
doing other things such as sightseeing,

It seems to me that this is fair enough:
would-be DXpeditioners should be expected
to pay for their own commercial flights,
accommodation, food and drink, and all
those intangible costs that are associated
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with virtually all DXpeditions. What DX
club funding may be expected to cover is
anything above and beyond this. The
obvious categories would include chartering
of a yacht or ship to get to a DXpedition
location if there are no flights (or
commercial ferries) to the destination; preshipping of heavy equipment such as tents,
generators, linear amplifiers, antennas,
masts, coaxial cable etc.; excess baggage
charges on airlines where such equipment
was not pre-shipped to the destination; the
cost of hiring generators; fuel for generators
etc. Less obvious criteria might include
sponsoring the cost of officials where it is
politically necessary to take such people
along (for example, US Fish & Wildlife
Service officials to US outer Pacific island
territories); ditto a local operator where
local knowledge or languages are necessary
(even if that operator contributes but few
QSOs to the total); and perhaps even the
funding (or partial funding) of a young
amateur to join the DXpedition team if he or
she has already shown suitable potential (ie
sowing seeds for the future).

Heard Island to be not wanted, yet it is
clearly a ‘most needed’ entity.)
I would go further and say that
locations such as the Maldives or Fiji, which
are nowhere in the Top 100 most needed
list, would both create major pile-ups if
activated by competent ‘proper’ DXpedition
teams putting out big signals on bands such
as 10, 12, 40, 80 and 160 metres, even if the
same locations might not cause much of a
stir on the bands if activated by a single
‘holiday’ operator using 100W to a G5RV.
To summarise:
1. Is the proposed operation likely to be
a ‘proper’ DXpedition, or a ‘holiday’
operation, irrespective of whether
the location is Heard Island or the
Maldives?
2. Do the DXpedition team members
have some ‘form’ - either positive or
negative?
3. Even if the DXpedition is to a ‘fly
in, fly out, hotel’ location, funding
should certainly be considered if
there are additional costs involved,
such as pre-shipping of equipment or
excess baggage costs.
4. How much support is also being
given by other DX clubs /
foundations?

The next criterion: DXpedition location.
Here I may be in the minority, but I feel that
too much emphasis is placed on the position
in the 'Most Needed' lists, whether it be The
DX Magazine's annual survey or derived
from Club Log's statistics. Without looking
at any of these surveys, any DXer worth
their salt knows instinctively whether or not
any particular entity is going to cause pileups, and surely this must be the definition of
whether or not it is ‘wanted’? Agalega and
St Brandon, 3B6/7, is down at position 100
on the current The DX Magazine 'Most
Needed' survey, but is a location that would
certainly cause pile-ups if it were activated
tomorrow. Yet because of its low position in
the most wanted list a well-planned
DXpedition there might be refused funding
because it is not deemed ‘rare’ enough.
(Saying that 3B6/7 is not wanted because
everyone worked 3B7C in 2007 is an
argument that does not hold water: a DXer
who was around in 1997 and worked
VKØIR on several bands might consider

Don't help to finance people's holidays,
but do support
well-planned
‘proper’
DXpeditions, even if they are not to the Top
75 rarest locations. After all, if they create
additional activity and excitement on the
bands. Surely that is worth supporting?
I suspect all of the above is a long-winded
way of saying that CDXC has probably got
it just about right!
73 Steve, 9M6DXX
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From G3SXW

From G3VPS

Many thanks for the above, Steve – I think
we are making progress!

May I start by saying that I joined CDXC
after attending one of the RSGB HF and
IOTA Conventions at Windsor. Where the
presentation on Heard Island turned me
from a person who enjoyed DX working
into a fanatic, who disappears upstairs to the
shack at every opportunity (my wife’s
opinion).

My ‘tent & generator’ and ‘holiday’
description sought to define the two
extremes. Of course there is every shade in
between. I like your use of ‘proper’ ie those
who are serious about making QSOs rather
than lazing on the beach for much of the
time. I quoted TY1KS at 450 QSOs per op
per day. So, let’s clarify that funding should
not be given for operator travel /
accommodation, only for exceptional costs
(eg boat charter, pre-shipping etc.). Perhaps
this might be added to the CDXC ‘Criteria
for Support’. Actually I believe that this is
already the accepted norm amongst serious
Dxpeditioners, so it just needs to be made
clear to the free-loaders. You defined this
as:

Whatever, I saw membership of CDXC as a
way of, through my subsciption, putting
something back into an aspect of the hobby
I now enjoyed enormously. Although not
part of the discussion in the Digest. I have
made the odd individual donation. So I have
always taken a keen interest in where the
money has gone.
Returning to donations made by CDXC.
Whilst agreeing that the largest donations
should go to the most needy, to date I have
never felt that they have been allocated in
anything other than a fair and even-handed
way. I have never felt that these decisions
were reached in secrecy and have been
happy to annually see where the money has
gone. Having said that, whilst I would not
be opposed to seeing more up-to-date
information published, what would be the
purpose of this? Other than to keep the
membership up to speed, or would it be to
enable us to make an input etc. before the
Committee makes its final decision. I would
not be too happy with that, feeling that a
Committee had been elected and trusted to
do this job.

Chartering of a yacht or ship to get to a
DXpedition location if there are no flights
(or commercial ferries) to the destination;
pre-shipping of heavy equipment such as
tents, generators, linear amplifiers,
antennas, masts, coaxial cable etc.; excess
baggage charges on airlines where such
equipment was not pre-shipped to the
destination; the cost of hiring generators;
fuel for generators etc.
Finally, my main point seems to have got
lost in the discussion. Those who incur
exceptional costs should be funded
exceptionally. I quoted Malpelo at only
£500 by way of a CDXC donation
compared to ‘normal’ projects at £200-300.
I proposed a re-distribution. A Malpelo or
Heard comes along at most 1-2 times a year
and could be given £2,000, while reducing
Benin/Comoros to £100 or nil.

As nothing in life is perfect. I would not be
opposed to a review of CDXC funding
criteria.
Most Wanted Country status. I feel 1-75 is
too severe. As someone said to me, we old
codgers have worked most of them up to 75.
But a great many people have not. Certain
CDXC Members have worked and still are
working very hard to encourage more
people into CDXC and DX in general. For
these people 1-100 would still leave many

73 de Roger/G3SXW.
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on their Most Wanted List. So let’s always
retain that degree of flexibility. I am not
happy with the suggestion that the poolside
gin and tonic, freeloading holidaymakers
would get the message. I wouldn’t know,
but unless it’s happened surely they have
long ago been put off?

records of the previous administration and
re-registering under the name of the new
administration along with their new
callsigns. Not an easy job if old paper
records are less than perfect. And don't
forget that many records will be precomputer. An awful lot of other technical
and bureaucratic work needs to be done, and
if your new country is still half at war,
then paperwork generally doesn't exactly
rate as high priority.

Peter, G3VPS
________________________________
From G3RAU

The UN is full of clever diplomats, so
various methods have been developed to get
round apparently insurmountable problems
of blocked UN membership. Let’s take the
case of Palestine. It is not a UN member
state, but it has a callsign block allocated by
the ITU. How did this happen? The entire
story would fill a book. Suffice to say that
they are not members of the ITU because
they are not a UN member state, but they
have been given full ITU observer
status plus the power to join ITU working
groups and participate in discussions - they
just don't get a formal plenary vote. A neat
solution to a political problem. Now you
understand that little expediency, re-visiting
the
case
of
Kosovo becomes more
interesting.

Here is an attempt to pull together what
appears to be known so far about Kosovo
achieving DXCC entity criteria.
To become a new UN member State a
formal process has to be followed. Briefly,
a committee or steering group of 25
states makes an assessment (over five years
or whatever other test they wish), and if the
application is deemed valid after careful
investigation, they refer it to the General
Assembly of the UN for a vote. If the
General Assembly agrees it goes to the
Security Council for a final decision. At
any stage the application can fail, but there
is
little
point
submitting
a
hopeless application that is predictably
going to fail. South Sudan sailed through
the process; other applicants don't get off
the starting line because they know they
won't succeed, eg Northern Cyprus, and
some occupy the middle ground where
opposition
is
expected
like
the
probability of a Security Council veto. This
is where Kosovo seems to fit in.

As it appears the ITU have not actually
issued a callsign block(s) to Kosovo, it is
clear the ARRL cannot grant DXCC entity
status to Kosovo. However, the process
behind the scenes is more subtle. There has
to be dialogue with the applicant and others
to avoid unintentional problems or
difficulties
before
making
a
provisional
assignment. Certain
combinations may have religious / cultural /
historical or linguistic significance and be
unsuitable. I do not believe Z6 was the
ITU’s first choice, so it seems some degree
of dialogue must have been entered into.
There are certainly one or two other blocks
‘pencilled in’ for future use by other
potential UN members; there is no secret in
this process, so presumably the ITU merely
penciled in Z6 ready for issue at a later date,
when authorised to do so by the UN. In

If an applicant gets voted to become a new
member state, all the UN agencies accept
that decision and each of them supplies the
new member State with all the myriad of
paperwork which is involved in becoming a
‘country’. This includes the ITU issuing
provisional
callsign
block(s),
which incidentally are only provisional until
the next WARC, when they can
be formalised.
Callsigns of existing services in the new
country will require deleting from the
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other words, everybody knows it will be Z6,
but it hasn't actually been issued yet.

activations by others over, say, a five-year
span or particularly where the place is
blessed with one or more active resident
amateur. At a risk of some unpopularity, I
would suggest that in such cases the
presence of CDXC members on the
DXpedition should not affect the decision
not to support.

It looks like we may need a ‘Palestine’
decision to move this forward and thereby
achieve DXCC entity criteria. These things
take time. A lot of time.
________________________________

I similarly agree with Roger that many ‘tent
and generator activations’ need a larger
donation than has traditionally been the case
in the past, not because they are tent and
generator, but because they tend to be in
remote areas of the world where
transportation costs after landing in the
international airport, particularly by onward
‘hopper’ flight or boat charter, are
extraordinarily high. How high often only
comes out in convention corridor
discussion. There is the adage: “The doctor
did not tell you to go and if you cannot
afford to go without a subsidy, don’t go.”
That’s fine but, if there weren’t people
prepared to endure the hardships involved
and pay a significant, although not a full,
share of the logistical expenses, you would
not have those DXpeditions to the Top 50
Most Wanteds. For the most part they
cannot by any stretch of the imagination be
called ‘holiday operations’. The case for
larger donations for these operations is in
my view fully justified in terms of QSO
demand from the DXCC community.

From G3KMA
I read with interest Roger Western’s
contribution on CDXC donations to
DXpeditions and Chris Duckling’s reply. It
is a subject I have meant to raise more than
once in the past.
I position myself somewhere between the
two viewpoints. Both have cogent
arguments. Having been involved with
having to decide the merits of funding
contributions for IOTA operations in the
past, I know how difficult it is. That is one
of the reasons why we encouraged the
Island Radio Expedition Foundation (IREF)
to take on this role for us and, until recently,
channelled a modest annual contribution
through them. I have no doubt that the
CDXC’s existing support criteria as far as
they go were soundly based and followed in
the decision-making process. However,
there may well be a case for review.
Roger’s argument is a strong one that
‘holiday operations’, defined as operations
where costs consist only of an international
airfare,
rental
accommodation
and
unexceptional logistical or licensing costs,
should not attract CDXC sponsorship. For
clarity I would include in unexceptional
costs a modest amount of excess baggage
charges, local transportation costs and, of
course, higher living costs than at home.
The fact that the target country may be in
the Pacific or Africa and therefore in the
Top 100 Most Wanted Countries does not in
my view justify a funding contribution on
grounds of ticket cost, provided the country
can be reached by normal scheduled
international airline. The case against is
even stronger where there have been regular

Now the controversial bit. Compared with
just a few years ago DXpeditions now have
a new source of revenue, the OQRS. The
charge to use it tends to be specified as
$3.00 but in some cases $5.00. Where it is
used, and we are generally not told the
figures, the margin of income over costs of
handling the card is greater than under the
traditional direct card method where $2 or
an IRC is enclosed. Personally I like the
OQRS system and will use it where possible
and I find the service very good, with some
managers in particular. But it can constitute
a new replacement money stream – until
someone gives us typical figures, the jury is
out on the amount the biggest DXpeditions
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get. In so doing, it can perhaps inject a new
factor into justifying a review of clubs’
sponsorship criteria.

ordinary KL7 or YB, no funding is available
and, without some help, no operation will
take place. There are 275 IOTAs or over a
quarter of all IOTAs in this second tier. The
argument that there is no demand for
contacts with rare IOTA groups that are not
rare DXCC is just not true. When they
appear, there are colossal pile-ups. They
will never achieve the QSO totals of rare
DXCC entities because IOTA does not
recognise or generally encourage multiband
QSOs. However, many an IOTA
DXpedition racks up 10,000 QSOs in a few
days and in terms of unique QSOs the
comparison with DXCC is closer. I would
like to see the matrix of criteria for CDXC
support modified

The key question: what is the purpose of a
club contributing to the funding of an
operation to a specified country in the Top
100 Most Wanteds? Is it to reduce the costs
of the participants who are going to go
anyway, or to maximise significantly the
DXpedition’s
capabilities
(QSO
numbers/bands/modes) or to make the
difference between a DXpedition going or
not going? It can be argued that, given
limited funds, the club should be
concentrating on the last two. In rating the
various factors one has to give top position
to increasing activity on the bands. No other
factor comes near. For much of the time the
bands are under-populated compared with
one or two decades ago. They come alive
when Cluster watchers see an interesting
DX station spotted. If a club’s contribution
can make all the difference to whether or
not a rare DXCC is activated, that is value
added and entirely justified. It should be
possible from adroit questioning on the
application form to determine whether
CDXC funding is absolutely critical.





I will not miss the opportunity to mention
funding for IOTA operations. Currently
IREF will make a contribution to the costs
of an operation falling in the rarest category
of Most Wanteds, ie those credited to less
than 15% of the record-holders on the IOTA
database. Some of these operations are to
the remotest places on earth and invariably
need expensive plane or boat hire, no less
than for the rarest DXCCs. CDXC has
traditionally made an annual contribution to
IREF for this purpose and I am sure it is
most welcome. However, there is no
funding available for operations to the next
tier down of IOTAs (15-25%) that perhaps
have seen only one or two previous
operations in 10 or 20 years. These could be
to a Top 50 Most Wanted or to a rare KL7
or YB. When they are a Top 50, they can be
assured of an operation eventually if a
licence is forthcoming. When they are an



to include, in the case of a mediumrarity DXCC entity DXpedition, the
question whether or not support is
critical to the operation going ahead,
bearing in mind the likelihood of its
getting funding from other clubs and
foundations;
to apply a lower requirement
threshold for IOTA operations where
support is judged critical to meeting
the proven demands for additional
IOTA activity on the bands (after all
the RSGB regards IOTA as its
flagship activity programme and
needs to see it promoted – does
CDXC support RSGB in this?) and
to skew funding more to expensive
tent and generator operations from
the rarest DXCC entities.

To the argument that the club does not have
adequate funds, I would suggest a
subscription increase to enable 40 or even
50% of total income to go to DXpedition
funding instead of the current 30%.
I hope this widens the debate to recognising
that the life-blood of amateur radio is
activity.
Roger Balister, G3KMA
RSGB IOTA Manager
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The winner of Prize Crossword 54,
September 2012: Phil Daniells,
GJ4CBQ, Jersey.
The solution to Crossword 54 is on
page 51.
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ACROSS

DOWN

1 The French like this clue included for game
(8)
5 Stuff published after writer's block (3,3)
8 Strong belief in being found guilty (10)
9 Bill Eliot initially has a role! (4)
10 Country air that has everyone on their feet?
(8,6)
11 Operating system giving us many a pain, we
hear (7)
13 Museum boss arranging RAC tour (7)
15 Country composer (7)
18 Bilk surrounded by Bristol area supporters (7)
21 Giving oneself advice as to which kind of car
to buy? (4-10)
22 Disgusting housing, we hear, that pains
viewers (4)
23 Happen to arrive at the Gotthard, say (4,2,4)
24 Variety of oyster served in French city (6)
25 Pleasure-seeking junior cast members? (8)

1 State capital generating good fortune these
days (7)
2 Lady Chatterley's right-wing attitude (9)
3 Flower seen in three states around the first of
October (7)
4 Governors from South America seen riding
two-wheelers (7)
5 Piece of land transformed by Alpine sun (9)
6 Old European settler soon to return? (7)
7 Lively speed of the London train? (2-5)
12 Knows CID's somehow causing showers of
blows (9)
14 Kid at home organised musical drama (3,6)
16 US agent of true prominence (7)
17 Draw animal seen in the outskirts of Ledbury
(7)
18 Important business arrangement - so what?
(3,4)
19 Saucy-sounding form of detention? (7)
20 Holes made by skunk originally across the
pond extremely serious at first (7)
Deadline for entries: 20 December
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

2EØGOL

Andrew Goldsmith

Thetford

GØTOC

Marc Litchman

Loughton

G3RPB
G3SGC
G3UFO
G3VAO

Keith Spicer
Graham Morris
David Oakden
Mike Farmer

Woodbridge
Sea Palling
West Kirby
Wem

G4EVK
G4FZN

Ian Shepherd
Chris Kirby

Melton Mowbray
Richmond

JA1GZV

Moto Uotome

Tokyo

K9IR

Paula Uscian

Barrington, IL

M5FRA
M5MDH

Colin Shaw
Mark Hampton

Hope Valley
Eastleigh

M6NWJ

Norman Jacobs

Arundel

MMØBQN

John Webster

Kilmarnock

OL5Y/OK1FUA

Martin Huml

Prague

TF3ZA

Jon Erlingsson

Reykjavik

W6IZT

Greg Marco

Marietta, GA

WK3N

James Scott

Hartstown, PA

ZL2CC

Mike Mather

Gisborne

For Sale
Pre-circulated International Reply Coupons (IRCs).
Slash your QSL return postal costs vs. ‘Green Stamps’. Available in any quantity at £1
each plus £1 postage etc. per order, with 25 or more post-free. No minimum quantity.
Expiry 31.12.2013 and all appropriately stamped on issue. E-mail Gordon, G3USR, for
further details at g3usr@btinternet.com.
Gordon, G3USR
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CDXC QSL card
The CDXC QSL card is available to
all members by direct order from
Hertfordshire Display PLC, 51 High
Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9BA. Tel:
(01920) 461191, Fax: (01920)
463212 or www.hdprint.co.uk.
HD Print have asked if we can update
our order form to add a daytime
telephone number as this is needed
for verification of credit card details.
We have updated the form on our
website, but if you use an old form,
please add your daytime contact
number to avoid unnecessary
processing delays.
E-mail from a satisfied customer:

“Just a short note to praise the CDXC
QSL card printers (HD Print). I
ordered 500 on Monday AM at 0900.
I had a proof by e-mail at 1100. They
were then delivered on Wednesday
PM. What good service! They were
also very helpful on the phone and
via e-mail.”
73 Dick, G4DJC
___________________________
Solution to Prize Crossword 54
F A
P
B A
C
E K
O
E F
L
M I
E
I S
N
D R
I
A E

I R
P U B L
E
U
O
L D E R D A S
S
B
R
U E L E
D I
T
C
I
I T
K I N G
E
G
C R O N E S I
O
C
O M O R P H
N
D
O
A B
P R O F
I
O
L
R I A L I S T

I C B A R S
N
M
C
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E
E
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A
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S
I
N
S Y N O D S
A
D
O
I T E E R S
L
R
M
S
S P A M
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