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IN STOCK NOW, this remarkable transceiver leaves the cinspeti•
lion in the dust. It literally is HALF the size of all competitors and
yet still offers the user lull features AND a remote head. .--

•
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The ultimate station a"cillssm, a true 'plug and go' I ktV
output linear Amplifier operatibg,•60m • 6m. Fully
automatic including PSU and auto tuner.
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HF Bands -E6M
An excellent Basg.,Tratticeiver for operation on HF
or Six, the nevsPf1920 comes supplied with A11/F‘1
units and a free Base supply to run it.
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wonder box (no bigger than a muttimode 251
rig) got the obi.ious lhumbs up'.
I inane b asailablu on all of
ihvie prtiducts. smers is an
Autlu nsal dealer and hoe
norkshops on sire, investcd
and cendied by l'acsu

■

a

,fie

hot news,.
THE NEW
YAESU YR-SCO
AILLTIMODE
W10E13010 SCANNER
COVERS 100kHz to
130OhNiz...

maiNEssivordissUct.

CALL FOR
DETAILS
I FAX:0203.566 1207

■ WEB SIZE: AllandS,co.uk
■ 1.111All:salesalandS.co.uk
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PETER HARTS' REVIEW /A/ RADCOM
Peter says 'It is outstanding value for money when considering that all the important
features of an HF plus 6 metre radio are fitted as standard with an electrical
performance achieved of some radios costing considerably more'.

DX70 TH packs a hefty 100W punch on all Ham bands 1.8 - 50MHz. It is backed by a superb receiver
narrow filters fitted as standard. Make no mistake - this is a real DX operators transceiver ideal for use at
e, in the car, or for that portable DXpedition. General coverage receive is included and wideband transmit
ties for export customers. The detachable front panel allows remote mounting and additional security.
• TX - all HF + 6mtr
• RX - general coverage
150kHz - 30-MHz
50MHz - 54MHz
• SSB, CW, AM, FM & digital modes
• 100 memories
• Detachable faceplate and remote
mounting kit available
• Speech processor standard
• Narrow filters fitted as standard
• 100W output on HF & 6mtrs

0

off

• Selectable 4 stage RF gain
-20cla to +10dB
• Superb TX audio and RX
• Excellent RX sensitivity
• Full break in on CW
• All mode squelch
• Scan facilities
• CTCSS encoder
• Noise blanker
• Quick offset for DX pile-ups
• IF shift control
• Separate HF & 6M antenna sockets

PAY BY THREE POST DATED
CHEQUES INTEREST FREE!

DXC MEMBERS
R ONE PURCHASE ONLY

023 92 662145

Keinvuocrs TS-870S gives you something called an Intelligent Dtgual E nit.anc e
Communications System.
Or to OM it another way, you can talk to someone hallmay round the world :wad oil
feel like they're in the room with you.
If you've never tried it digital HF transceiver before, you' won't believe just hin-N. wrll
the TS-8705 can find a signal that's almost buried in noise. And because it', mZtde
by Kellwood. reliability can be taken or granted. too.

FOR

awe me•etas

1417-1/ VOIVIIER

EVAN

189 London Rd • North End • Portsmouth • Hants • P02 9AE

Features? High frequency DSP for post-IF signal processing. high-speed
op•rattions
automatic antenna tuner. a built-in KI LogiKey for a full range ol
Femmes, 100 mentor y Lhannels ..and that's just a taste. Your IscareSI c leakr has the hill
specilication.
Best or all, the TS-870S gives you all this at is price that =e amazing value Soto u taut
talk to the world without getting any inlet lercnce. Evera from tutu bard: tiLinaigcr.
For more information om the TS-8705 phone 01923 21204.4.

KEN WOOD

YAE SU
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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GENERAL TOPICS
THE MINIMAL DXPEDITION... EA6/G3PJT & EA6/G3KHZ

Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.
FEATURES
•

1000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands
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GOTTIM! - OR PATIENCE REWARDED
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1999 EXPEDITION TO SCILLY ISLANDS (EU011)

13

M2000A

16

MORSE CAMP TO MORSE CAMPAIGN ?

17

IOTA QSLING - ADDENDUM
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•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The Worlds First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

37

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

STANDING ORDER FORM

38

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

CDXC GOODS

•

39

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D, FT-1000MP, FT-920,
FT-990, FT-900C/AT

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm (16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-I000 and the VP-1000

Please note- VL-1000 and VP-I000 are not sold separately.

YAES U
Yaesu UK Ltd, Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire 5023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.
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Aims and Objectives

"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).
Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).
Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the
Digest Editor address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the

The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.
PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.
KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.
RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.
REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.

PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£5.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Barry Cooper, G4RKO
9 Fieldfare
Sandy
Beds
SG19 2UZ
UK

CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.

G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.

Digest are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

CDXC Web site: http://www.CDXC.org.uk
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Don Field, G3XTT
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Conditions have finally taken a turn for the
better, with an obvious impact over the
CQWW Phone Weekend when record
scores were being achieved by many
participants. A more detailed account
appears in the contest pages. Unfortunately
these conditions were too late for some of
the recent expeditions such as those to T3
and ZK3, which proved rather elusive from
the UK on both the highest and lowest
bands. Hopefully the improvement in
conditions will encourage some good
DXpeditions in the New Year. Already we
know of a few, such as that by OH2BR to
Pitcairn, which will no doubt prove very
valuable in filling some of those missing
slots.
Apologies

There were a number of gremlins which
crept into the last issue of the Digest,
primarily because I was running late and
therefore didn't undertake the level of
editorial checking that usually occurs. My
apologies to all concerned. Let's hope I can
do better this time though, again, I am
running a little late due to work, contest and
other commitments, but need to get the
Digest out of the door as I head off to
Vienna on business for most of the week,
and then to Ghana next week in readiness
for CQWW CW.
Anyway, as far as the contents of this issue
are concerned, pickings have been a little
thin as there are no significant DXpedition
write-ups. We are waiting for several from
DXpeditions which have been sponsored by
the Club, but I have had to fall back this
time on the old faithfuls. For next time I will
be very pleased to receive any write-ups
pertaining to the autumn contests, more

member profiles (two received recently, for
which my thanks) and, as always, anything
else likely to be of interest to members. In
the meantime I have taken the opportunity to
include several items which I have collected
off the Internet in recent months. I save such
pieces on a regular basis, both for my own
interest and because CDXC members may
have missed them. But obviously my
priority in these pages is for material that is
of direct relevance to CDXC, for example
because it concerns our members or
DXpeditions which the Club has sponsored.
On another matter, can I echo Neville's
point asking you to support our advertisers
when the opportunity arises. Do mention
that you saw their ad. in the Digest. CDXC
is grateful for their support (several are
members in their own right), so it is nice if
we can put them high on our list when we
are shopping for radio-related goodies.
By the time this appears I will be on the way
to Ghana with the VooDudes to operate
9G5AA in CQWW CW. I hope to work
many CDXC members from down there.
VP2101. in Hospital

Finally, I see from the Internet that Chod
Harris VP2ML, who will be well-known to
many CDXC members, recently suffered a
massive heart attack and has been
hopitalised in Santa Rosa, California. Bob
Locher, W9KNI, reported on 4 1b November
Chod, 50, was gaining ground but remained
in intensive care. I'm sure CDXC members
wish Chod well for a full recovery.

73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

Another convention is over. It was good to
see so many CDXC members at the HF &
IOTA Convention at Windsor this year.
Everyone seems to have had a good time —
my thanks to those who wrote. As usual
CDXC members made a major contribution
to the Convention. Thanks to John, G3WKL
for organising the programme and the visual
aids. Several commented that they were
spoilt for choice and, indeed, all the sessions
were well attended. This year we cut out all
repeat sessions and I know the organising
committee would appreciate some feedback
about this.
The DX Dinner was a particular success and
Brendan, GOUCT did a great job as MC. He
was under strict instructions to finish the
dinner by 10.30pm — we almost made it! I
enjoyed Hilary's speech as President. After
the last year's fiasco it was good to hear a
President talking up CW and being very
confident about the future of that mode
whatever happens on the licensing front. It
was also good to hear a President publicly
acknowledging the work of the volunteers
without whose support the Society would
not be able to function.
The short auction was fun; if Brendan ever
gives up flying I'm sure he'll be an
auctioneer. We raised £160 for the
DXpedition Fund; our thanks to Martin,
G4HKS for donating the two prizes.
I was very pleased to present the Penallt
Trophy to the joint winners — John, G3LZQ
and Bob, G3PJT. Each worked 118
countries on the LF bands last January. I
gather that this year's target is around 150;
as before there will be a league table on the
Cluster so why not have a go? They key
seems to be 40 metres CW although John
did very well on 80 metres with his foursquare. The rules are set out later in this
Digest; the Penallt trophy is a very attractive
cup and would look good in any shack.
I also presented the CDXC plaques which

are awarded to the highest UK scorers in the
CW and Phone sections of the CQ
Worldwide Contest (single operator). The
winners of the plaques for the 1998 contest
were:
CQWW High Power CW — Andrew
Williamson, GIONWG operating GIOKOW
CQWW Lower Power CW — John Linford,
G3WGV
CQWW High Power Phone — Robert
Cummings, GIOKOW
CQWW Low Power Phone — Glenn Millar,
GIOKVQ
Congratulations to all four winners.
Next year the CDXC Cup will replace the
two high power plaques. This cup will be
awarded to the leading single operator
UK/Channel Islands/Isle of Man entrant in
the CQWW Phone Contest. This parallels
the G8KW Cup which is awarded for the
CW Contest. We will continue with the
CDXC plaques for the low power category.
As members will know the CDXC Award of
Merit programme enables the club, on
behalf of the UK amateur community, to
give recognition to deserving amateurs "For
outstanding and unselfish contributions to
the field of HF amateur radio and DXing". I
was delighted to be able to present the
CDXC Award of Merit to the Campbell
Island, ZL9CI team for their outstanding
performance last January. It was good to see
so many members of the ZL9CI team at the
DX Dinner. If you haven't seen the ZL9CI
video you should — it's really excellent and
there are still some copies available.

enx e

G4NRK0
THE UK FOUNDATION
F. BOUNCDooApTIO
arry

9 Fieldfare
Sandy, Beds, SG19 2UZ
Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1767 692535
E-mail: cooperb@g4rko.demon.co.uk
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Name in full.

Other callsigns•

Current callsign•
Address -

Country.

Post code .

Telephone.

E-mail•
First name or "ON-AIR" name (for your CDXC badge):

Proposer .

Callsign•

Seconder

Callsign•

Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
(Cheques must be drawn on a UK bank).

Fee enclosed (see over)•

I hereby_ agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the
CDXC Membership List for regular circulation to other members. I a_g_ree to my E-mail
address being published on the CDXC WWW page (httplIwww.CDXC.org.uk ).

Date .

Signed -

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Mailing list updated
Membership list updated
E-mail list updated
Badge sent

Subscription received
Welcome letter sent
Newsletter note
Database updated

My thanks also to Shaun, MOBJL for setting
up the Convention WARC bands station,
GB4RS and to John, G3WGV for
developing some more software to show the
country scores. This was again based on the
Spratly DXpedition server. Thanks also to
all the lecturers and everyone else without
whose help it would not be possible to run
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(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
till 22/12
till 30/11
till 31/12
till 10/12
till 31/12
till 30/11
till December
till 20/12
till 31/12
till 01/01
till 04/12
till Dec
till January
till 30/11
till 29/11
till Jan 2001
till January
till 27/11
till 31/12
till March
till ??
till 31/10
29/10-May
30/10-01/04
from October
01/11-15/12
04/11-Apr
15/11-05/12
18/11-29/11
19/11-21/11
20/11-22/11
from 20/11
20/11-06/12
20/11-21/11
21/11-25/11
21/11-25/11
from 22/11
22/11-06/12
22/11-29/11
22/11-25/11
24/11-29/11
25/11-02/12
26/11-03/12
27/11-28/11
27/11-28/11
27/11-28/11
30/11-14/12
30/11-01/11
Nov-Dec
01/12-06/12
03/12-05/12
04/12-04/01
04/12-05/12
11/12-12/12
14/12
15/12-02/01
31/12-29/02
31/12-01/01
Dec-Jan
01/01-31/12 2000
January
January
06/01-16/01

3XY2D: Guinea * by VE2DPS
8J2POS: special event station (Japan)
9A770N: special event station (Croatia)
9U5D: Burundi by SM5DIC
DU67: special anniversary prefix
FOODEH: French Polynesia and Austral Is * by ON4QM
FTSWH: Crozet (AF-008) * by F5AGL
FTSZJ: Amsterdam Island
HB70GR: special call, HS72A: special event call
IUOPAW: special event station
KH4/SM6FJY: Midway (OC-030) * by SM6FJY and V63YL
P29BI: Bougainville Island (0C-135) * by VK4EMS
PZ5DX: Suriname * by K3BYV
UEOJX: special event station
VC1A: special event station (Canada)
VKOLD: Macquarie Island (AN-005) * by VK8AC
VQ9DX: Diego Garcia (AF-006), Chagos * by AASDX
XJ1: special prefix (Nova Scotia, Canada)
XW2A: Laos . by JA2EZD
ZM: special Millennium prefix (New Zealand)
ZM5PX: Ross Island (AN-011)
ZM75AA: special event station (New Zealand)
ZF2NT: Little Cayman (NA-016) * by N6NT
V31JP: Belize * by K8JP
5X1GS: Uganda * by GOVNW/SZ5GS
KC4/WA10: Antarctica
JD1BKR: Iwo-Jima (AS-030), Ogasawara
388/F6HMJ: Mauritius Island (AF-049)
VP2MGU: Montserrat (NA-103) . by DL7VOG
K5PP/p: Marsh Island (NA-120) * by W5s
FO: Moorea (OC-046), Fr. Polynesia * by F6AUS, F6AOI
XU7AAV: Cambodia * by G4ZVJ
ZP6/A82E, /N3BNA, /CX6VM, ZP6T: Paraguay
All Austria CW Contest, LZ DX CW Ctst, Oceania QRP Ctst
9M8TG: East Malaysia * by JAs
V8500: Brunei (OC-088) * by N200 and others
PY1NEZ/PP1,PU1NEZ/PP1,PY1LVF/PP1,PY1NEW/PP1: SA-067
TM5CW: France by FSSJB
V26KW and V26K: Antigua (NA-100) * by K3TEJ and AA3B
VP2MKW: Montserrat (NA-103)
by K3TEJ
9M6AAC: East Malaysia (OC-088) * by N200 and others
SV5/G4OBK and SV5/G4RCG: Rhodes
HI3JH and HI3K: Dominican Republic * by AD4Z
9G5AA: Ghana * by Voodoo Contest Group
ERON (CQWW CW): Moldova * by UN7ND
CQ WW CW DX Contest
HC1MD and HC1MD/HC7: Ecuador * by NE8Z
JI3DST/3: Awajishima (AS-117)
R1AND/A: Maitri Base (AN-016), TT8xx Chad
T46AA and T46CW: NA-201 (Cuba)
ARRL 160 Meters CW Contest
3W6KM: Vietnam * by ES1AKM and ES1AX
EA DX CW Contest
ARRL 10 Meters Contest, Italian Contest (40 & 80 Meters)
II2V special A. Volta station
HR: Swan Islands (NA-035) * by HR1RMG
M2000A: special call (England) * by Cray Valley RS
Happy New Year 2000 Contest
P2000K: New Britain (0C-008) * by P29PB
IOTA 2000 (http://www.cdxc.org.uk )
VP6BR: Pitcairn (OC-044) + 0C-056 (?) & 0C-182 (?)
XZOA: Mergui Archipelago (AS-???) * by CADXA
CEOZ: Juan Fernandez * by CE6TBN and others
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the Convention. A final thank you to the
sponsors - Martin Lynch and Sons and
Yaesu UK Ltd. - and to all those who
donated raffle prizes including Nevada and
SMC. When you are in the market for radio
equipment do bear these organisations in
mind. Altogether we raised £1367 for the
RSGB DXpedition Fund after the costs of
printing the raffle tickets.
Running the Convention this year was not as
straightforward as it should have been as the
RSGB HQ failed to provide an adequate
level of support. This was extremely
disappointing, no task was completed to
time and most correspondence and bookings
were not acknowledged until a few days
before the event. We nearly didn't have any
raffle tickets! As a result of this poor level
of support and a number of similar fiascos
during the past year I decided to resign from
my various roles within the Society. Enough
is enough! The people at HQ must learn of
the importance of supporting volunteers
properly and carrying out tasks on time and
without making mistake after mistake.

Morse Camp
Morse Camp '99, which was initiated by
Martin, G4HKS seems to have been very
successful with nearly 30 people passing the
5 WPM Morse test. There seems to be a
significant level of latent demand for
training of this nature and further Morse
Camps are to be arranged. Thanks to Bob,
G3PJT and Barry, G4RKO for their efforts
and to all the CDXC and FOC members
who helped.

Station Improvements
Since the Convention I have been able to
spend time on the station and on many
domestic chores including clearing away a
seemingly never-ending pile of autumn
leaves. Giving up work for the RSGB has
freed up a very large amount of time. It's
surprising just how much time activities
such as Council and the Management and
HF Committees take up.
The indicator on my Orion M2 rotator which

drives the 40 metre beam has been
somewhat unreliable. My thanks to John,
G3LZQ who identified the problem as
arising from the very long (150 metre) cable
run. This is apparently a fairly common
fault. When I was in the US I sent the
control board to M2. They upgraded the
amplifier and increased the voltage output of
the board with the result that the unit now
works well. I also had problems with the
control unit on one of the Warn M8000
winches. A local company quoted £250 to
repair this. A replacement unit was found in
the US by searching the Internet.
Subsequently a new unit was ordered when I
was in the US in September. It cost $120
(£130), a significant saving! All is now well.
Now that both masts can lowered and the
beams rotated properly, I am able to
complete the new antenna set-up. The TH11 will be replaced by a Force 12 C31XR
and above this there will be a 6 element
beam for 6m. The C31XR has 3 widespaced elements on 20m, 4 wide-spaced
elements on 15m and 7 elements on 10m.
All elements are full size and are interlaced
on a 31 foot boom. As the C31XR does not
cover the WARC bands there will be a
Cushcraft A3WS (with a 30m extension)
above the 40m beam. Hopefully, all work
will be complete by Christmas.
CDXC Book
We are making good progress on our book
"DXpeditioning, Behind the Scenes". This
is not a story of the 9MOC Spratly
DXpedition but draws on the many lessons
learnt on this and on other DXpeditions. We
believe that it covers the subject very
comprehensively; each member of the team
has written one or more chapters covering a
specialist area. Mike, G3SED has agreed to
publish the book using his RadioActive
Publications company. It should be released
early in the New Year. The royalties will
contribute to the funding of the next large
UK-lead DXpedition to the Central Pacific
in March 2001. The details will be
announced soon, possibly in the next Digest.

So, I still have plenty to do with CDXC,
IOTA 2000 (the IOTA Millennium
Programme), the new book, the antenna

farm, lots of operating and next DXpedition.
We will start the detailed planning for this
very soon.

New CDXC Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call
EI6FR

Worked

Name

Location

330

GOVUH
G3AKU
G3GZJ
G3LQP
G3OQB
G4KIU
M5ACU

144
316
200+
356
244
149
125
101
TBA
300

DecIan Craig
Andy France
Ron Harding
Fred Crisp
Roger Brown
John Pink
Nigel Peacock
Cliff !bell
Keith Lindsay
Finn Hoffmann
Victor Kravchencko

Dublin
Sheffield
Ashby de la Zouch, Leics
Helston, Cornwall
Epsom
Rickmansworth
Tunbridge Wells
Reading
Selkirk
Silkeborg, Denmark
Novorssiysk, Russia

MMOBPP
OZ7VY
UA6AF

ssb@cqww.com
cw@cqww.com
contest@ana.org
(both modes)

CQWW SSB
CQWW CW
ARRL Sweepstakes

Be sure to include your summary sheet so
the contest sponsors will now what category
you are in. Also, it is helpful if you put
some seful info in the subject line, like
"N5K0 SS CW single op high ower" as it
may save the folks on the other end a little
time sorting through the messages.

Dan Henderson N IND at ARRL HQ,
n I nd @arrl.org .
See you on the bands.
Trey, N5K0

For questions regarding CQWW, you can
send mail to questions@cqww.com .

That's it for another contest column. During
the CQ WW contests you will no doubt have
learned and noted a few lessons for next
year. Maybe you would like to share them
with other members in the next issue. If
nothing else, you will know where to go and
find them in twelve months' time!

For questions regarding ARRL contests you
can send mail directly to:

73 Don G3XTT

PENALLT TROPHY
The PenaIlt Trophy, in memory of Allan Phillips, GWOBIC, is awarded to the CDXC member
who works the most DXCC entities on the 1.8, 3.5 and 7MHz bands during the calendar month
of January each year. Each DXCC entity is counted once only, regardless of how many bands or
how many modes that entity is worked on. No QSL cards are required, but in the event of a
dispute the CDXC Committee may request a photocopy or print-out of applicants' logs. There is
no minimum number of entities worked in order to qualify; all CDXC members are encouraged
to submit a list of all DXCC entities they have worked on the three 'low bands' during the month
of January. Send a list containing: DXCC entity, Callsign, Date, Time, Band and Mode to Bill
Moorwood G3CAQ, by 28 February. Please list each DXCC entity only once.

POSTBAG
From Bob, G3PJT: Hi Don, I see the last 2

letters has reared its ugly head again. Here is
a different perspective. If I want HC8N or
any other station for a contest multiplier I
often have to battle through a big on-freq
pile up. Like the multiplier I also want to
complete the QSO quickly but for me the
time for the QSO is not just the time for the
exchange ( the point Trey debated) but the
time I have to wait in line. So any trick
which gets me up the queue quicker I will
use and many have found and believe that
with the vast number of SSB ops two letters
breaks a pile up faster than full calls.
Especially as I can say Japan Tango twice
for every Golf Three Papa Japan Tango !

Actually I don't care if I slow the rare
multiplier station's run rate down. It is my
own Q rate I am concerned with! All I want
is to get through a Q as fast as possible. In
many cases two letters lets one do that very
thing! That's just good contesting practice !
A little controversial perhaps but there are
two sides to every QSO! We don't have such
problems on CW .... yet !
73 Bob G3PJT

(continued from p.29)

pagemodifications, guying, etc.).
A simple letter to the correct individual on a
University campus CAN work wonders.
Universities LOVE money and get cautious
when Alumni are unhappy. The lack of
Collegiate ARC's means that on many
campuses, Engineers / Scientists / Comp
Sci's (people pushing the technological
edges of contesting) aren't finding their way
into the hobby.
4. The final advice I gave to the existing
President of WOEEE is Push HF, Push HF,
and Push HF even more. The people in the
club will probably get their Tech license and
will VERY EASILY get stuck in a rut. It's

sad that the current license structure is setup
such that you don't get into any USEFUL
amateur theory until the Advanced Class
License. Tech's don't really know
ANYTHING about how radios work. If you
want to try doing an electronics project so
they'll learn, a small QRP rig is PERFECT,
but they can't operate it until they have
upgraded. As such, it's easy for a ham to
get a license, never learn anything beyond
building a 2 meter beam, and be HT holders
the rest of their lives. Personally, I've
always followed the rule that you should try
to make hams well-rounded. You NEED
good VHF operators in the event of an
emergency, but much of that SKILL comes
from contesting.

software - we used this:
http://www.sagebrush.com/-sells/recall.htm
4)
Use the lowest sampling rate with
compression (we had 8 kHz with GSM 6.10
compression) If you find one supporting 2,5
kHz sampling please let us all know about
it.
5)
GO!
6)
After the contest copy all the files to
a CD-ROM (actually a CD-WORM). There
are several CD-Writer devices available.
7)
Enjoy it!

j)
Listen to each side of your own
frequency.
k) JA-s - have them occasionally stand by
[can you tell this is NCCC stuff?]
1)
Return to faster/louder signals; the
weaker/slower ones tend to stay longer
m) Maintain a sense of urgency
n) Listen for encroaching signals
o)
RESPOND AFTER THE CALLERS
GIVE ONE CALL. This will set a pace, or
rhythm, to your operation
p) Be in control at all times; otherwise, it
will appear that you do not know what you
are doing.

We had also a relay box in the audio line
disconnecting the audio signal while
sending. The software we used
automatically stops recording if there is no
audio coming in. This way you can reduce
the needed disk space from 40 to 60%. We
did not activate the box this time but will
probably in the future.

THIS STUFF IS VINTAGE BUT IT ALL
APPLIES NOW AS MUCH AS DID
WHEN THIS WAS SCRIBED....
I usually dig out this sheet as fall approaches
to get my head in the right place for the
upcoming season....thanks Tom, it is well
dog eared....hope you NCCC guys don't
mind my sharing it with the unwashed
masses.

New home of CT software on the web
(posted by Jim Reisert, ADIC)

For those of you unaware, N6BT currently
runs some kinda antenna business....think it
has something to do with star Wars...or at
least the Force!

The CT home page on the web has moved
to: http://www.klea.com
Please update your bookmark files. The old
site has a pointer to this site, but doesn't
automatically take you there.

73, Jim, K4OJ
Recording solution at OHOW
(posted by Kari OH2XX, April

This new site should be a little easier to use.
Registered users can click on the link at the
top of any page in order to go to the
registered user's download page.

98)

Original posting:
We recorded the whole contest on a laptop
and it took about 300 MB of disk space. The
idea is to copy these audio files with CT
files onto a CD-ROM.

Please send me any comments about the
site, good or bad. There is still some work
to be done, but I wanted to get the pointer
out there.

That is a nice way to archive a contest. And
after the sunspots are down you can always
play your favourite contest pileups
afterwards ..
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Is there anyone out there who feels that they
could be the organiser of such an event?
So far, we have the following:
(1) A possible place to operate from (in the
form of self-catering accommodation,
which would allow operating around the
clock).
(2) Support from Yaesu, in that they have
offered the FT1000 + Quadra linear that
was in use at the RSGB DX Convention.
(3) A useful GJ contact!
(4) Support from several GU's willing to
make the trip.
(5) And last, but not least, we have several
volunteers. Offers have been received
from Steve G4JVG, Nigel G4KIU, plus
several others.

What we need:
(1) A leader!
(2) A callsign.
(3) More ops.
The plan would be to operate mainly 160m
on CW and SSB, and to placate a large
number of others, I would hope to operate
RTTY on the higher bands whenever
possible. GJ is very much needed on 160m
as well as on RTTY, so this could be a good
event! A large amount of assistance would
come from me, in the form of contacts etc,
but I have no experience of organising this
type of event. We would need to find a few
competent CW ops, and some antenna buffs,
but I am sure there are plenty of you out
there!
If you fancy the task of CHIEF HONCHO,
then please let me know soon, and
preparations can begin! If you would like to
operate, or can offer assistance with
antennas, then please email me too. I will
try and co-ordinate all this, and we can then
keep in touch via email.
Very best 73 de Phil GUOSUP
email : pcooper@guernsev.net

HY-GAIN 205BA 5-ELEMENT BEAM

(posted by Trey Garlough, N5KO, Nov.98)

1999 Flying Horse call book on CD-ROM.
More than 1,490,000 licensed Radio
Amateurs.
More than 54,000 QSL Managers
International & North American listings.
New and revised prefix maps
Search engine
And lots more.

Just a reminder to everyone, you can submit
your log by email for the CQWW and for
the ARRL November Sweepstakes to the
following addresses:

G3PMR 01767 677 913, email:
SHACKLOG@aol.com

Neville, G3NUG has an old 5 element 20
metre beam that he's happy to give away to
any CDXC member who can collect it from
Felden near Hemel Hempstead. It is the
"Long John" model with a 34 foot boom
and gain of 11.6dBi. It needs a good clean
up and new hardware. These parts packs can
be obtained from Telex/ Hy-gain. An
instruction manual is available. E-mail
Neville at g3nug or ring 01442-262929 if
you are interested.

Submit your contest log by email

1)
Audio cable spiltter to radio (Y-plug
to the headphone jack)
2)
Connect audio to your multimedia
computer (sound input port)
3)
Use your preferred recording

DXpedition to GJ - Help wanted!
For some while now, discussions have been
taking place regarding a mini DXpedition to
GJ in the early part of next year,
concentrating on the low bands. It would
appear that there is sufficient demand for GJ
on the low bands to warrant such a trip.
Unfortunately, the main person behind this
has had to withdraw, and it seems such a
shame to leave it. The original idea was to
find a self-catering chalet, probably on the
north coast, that would allow us to erect
antennas, as this would make operating
comfortable during the winter months.

(6) Those of us in GU could provide a TB3
antenna for 10, 15 and 20m. We also
have a 160m dipole.

FOR SALE

73 - Jim AD1C

The solution is quite straight forward:

From Phil, GUOSUP:

A bargain at £15.00.

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. - ed.)

Callbooks on Internet

Need an address and can not find it the Buckmaster or QRZ Callbooks? Well try the following
individual country callbooks.
4S - http://www.qsl.net/rss1/
9A - http://www.hrs.agram.com/callbook.htm
9M2/6 - http://www.iaring.my/enrich/marts
BY - http://www.qsl.net/by2hit/ebycall.htm
C3 - http://www.sta.ad/ura/qsl.htm
CO - http://www.infocom.etecsa.cu/www/frc/dire3.htm
ER - http://www.ournet.md/-arm/OSL.html
ES - http://www.qsl.net/es5aaw/es callbook.htm
EW - http://www.qsl.netiew2eo/cal eng.txt
EY - http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Hangar/5873/callbook.html
hup://www.reltm.fr/nomenclature/nomenclature.shtml
FGU - http://www.guernsev.net/-sgibbs/amateur radio/gu callb.html
HS - http://hs-callbook.dhs.org/cgi-bin/search.cfm
JT - http://www.pc.mdlink.de/70223102/JTCALL.TXT
LX - http://www.qsl.net/IxIno/r1 callb.html
LY - http://www.qsl.net/Irmd/lycbk.txt
LZ - hup://www.pc.mdlink.de/70223102/LZCALL.TXT
OH - http://hes.iki.fi/oh/eng.shtml
OL - http://hippo.feld.cvut.cz/cgi-bin/getaddr
OZ - http://www.tst.dk/servlet/tstsog/tstsog.resultdetails?post=4
PA - http://www.asl.net/pa3esz/nl hams.html
PY - hup://www.carioca.com/ham/manager.htm
SP - http://Tartarus.Phys.US.edu.PL/
S V - huv://www.radiomagazine.com/calUcall.htm
TF - http://www.nett.is/-tf5bw/ira/cqtffirafeltal.hunl
TG - http://members.xoom.com/CRAG/Miembros.htm
VE - hup://www.rac.ca/callbook/
VK - http://www.aca.gov.au/database/radcomm/licence.htm
VP9 - http://www.bermuda-shorts.cornksb/callsign.htm
YL - http://www.ltn.lv/-linda/hamlist.htm
Y0 - http://www.qsl.net/vo3kaa/yocall.htm
YS - hup://www.milian.condfaf/miembros.shtml
ZS - http://www.sarl.org.za/callbook.htm

the last 100 QSOs (poor Paul could only
operate overnight so missed out on the great
runs on 10 and 15m!) These figures
approached the best rates acheived at 9MOC
(although for much shorter durations, of
course).
We ended up with DXCC-plus on 10, 15
and 20m. I understand that M6T worked
nearly 200 countries on 10m and all 40 CQ
Zones on 10, 15 and 20m. There's going to
be some record-breaking scores this year, I
think!
16-year old Mark, who was already a keen
DXer with 105 DXCC entities from his
Novice station, is now hooked on contesting
too and if he gets his hands on a competitive
station will undoubtedly be a force to be
reckoned with in the future.
From the Internet

HOW TO RUN RATE by N6BT
(posted by Jim White K4OJ)

Recent talk about whether or not to QSL
another's exchange or not and the immense
amount of e-mail my in-basket has had to
withstand led me to dig in the file cabinet
for an old dog eared copy of something
written by N6BT...it has no date but I
suspect I have had this paper for at least 15
years.
It is several pages of operating tips....
"MORE THOUGHTS ON THE FINETUNED OPERATOR -or- A FEW MORE
OPERATING TIPS de N6BT
It is chock full of stuff and another page
from N6BT has tips on station layout and
"TIME WASTERS"
In the time waters section, N6BT analyzes
the seconds per occurrence of each time
waster and extrapolates total time for either
800 cw or 1200 fone QS0s....
The biggest time waster is:
Giving exchange twice....10 seconds per
occurrence, total time loss potential is 8,000

or 12,000 seconds for
respectively....

CW and SSB

...to give you an idea of the vintage of this
stuff, there is also time consideration given
to spotting the transmitter to the rx
frequency - (we didn't used to use
transceivers, guys!) and time allotted to
handling of pencils and dupe sheets
My favorite items however are under the
heading:
MAXIMIZED RATE (QSO/Hour)
MINIMIZED WASTE
THE "BIG FIVE"
1.

KEEP SIGNAL ON AIR

SEND IT ONCE (probably the single,
2.
biggest time-wasting practice is sending the
exchange more than once).
ANTICIPATION (elimination of the
3.
silent periods between exchanges and calls).
4. HAVE A BAND PLAN (always best to
have a solid idea of where you want to be
and when you want to be there).
5.
(my favorite - oj) RECOGNIZE A
RATE SITUATION (it will lead to more
QSO's in your log).
RUNNING RATE is not the same as simply
RATE. RATE is your QSO's per unit time.
RUNNING RATE
special, unique situation.

REFERS TO A

def.: when your number of contacts is
limited ONLY by your ability to select calls,
send and receive exchanges and successfully
manage the pile-up.
TO RUN RATE --a) Recognize it as a "rate situation"
b) Send calls and exchanges only ONCE
c) Limit the times you give your own call
d) Limit "Thank you's", "Good luck's", etc.
to zero. [hmmmmmmm]
e) Keep your signal on the air
f) Remember that there are others waiting
g) Come back to, or with, a partial call.
h) Try to take tail-enders.
I) Have a "stack" in your mind.

radials, were set up on Neville's lawn the
weekend before CQ World Wide, and I
came along to try them out.
The contest was a good environment with
which to test the 4-square array.
Theoretically, at least, it should have given
me a fairly commanding signal - after all,
M6T uses a similar array on 80m to great
effect, and the UK DXers with the biggest
signals on 80m, including G4KZH, G3PCG
and G4PEL, all use 4-SQ arrays. However,
not long into the contest it was clear that I
was not getting out as well as I should have
been. Switching from one direction to the
other did not give the expected gain or
rejection of signals from other directions.
We eventually concluded that this was
because the antennas were set up quite close
to the house and that, because there wasn't
quite enough space for all the radials,
several of them had been bent or were not at
90 degrees to each other, in order to fit them
into the available area. This would
unbalance the whole system and reduce the
gain, and front-to-back and front-to-side
ratios. An 80m 4-SQ takes up an awful lot
of space!
As a result of my disappointment in not
being able to run Ws all night and having to
call multipliers several times, I will admit to
getting bored on 80m and went on 15m just
to see if I could still run a pile-up!
However, the idea was not so much to
compete seriously in the contest but to get a
feeling for how the antenna system to be
used on Spratly would work. This we
certainly did, and as a result of the
experience in the contest we asked Tony to
check out the phasing cables and switching
box again. He found that the cables (which
he had made up himself) were spot on, but
he did make a couple of modifications to the
switching circuitry. We had also learned that
when we arrived at Spratly it would be
absolutely imperative to ensure that the
antenna system was set up physically
perfectly, i.e. with the four verticals
precisely the same distance apart from each

other, and with all the radials at precisely the
correct angles and without being bent.
Fortunately we had a huge amount of space
available and were able to do this, and
certainly the 80m 4-SQ did work far better
from 9MOC than it did in England.
Undoubtedly the close proximity of several
hundred miles of salt water made a big
difference too!
I was surprised then to receive the certificate
a couple of days ago. It told me that G7W
was number 1 in England and number 2 in
the world in the 3.7MHz Assisted section of
the contest.
CO World Wide 1999

In this year's event I operated a much more
modest station, that of the RSGB HQ
station, GB3RS. The other operators were
CDXC member Paul Brice-Stevens,
GOWAT; and Mark Haynes, 2EOAPH, this
year's 'Young Amateur of the Year'. Jim
Kellaway, G3RTE, was scheduled to come
along too, but unfortunately had to pull out
at the last minute for family reasons.
As everyone can't have failed to notice,
conditions were excellent, especially on the
higher bands. I don't remember hearing as
much activity on 10m even at the peak of
the last sunspot cycle, with activity from
28,200 to well above 29,000kHz! We even
worked KH7R on 10m long path, on the
first call!
The GB3RS station is a modest one, with a
Cushcraft A3S beam, a Cushcraft R5000
vertical, 40m and 80m dipoles, and a lowish
160m inverted-L. None of the antennas are
much more than 30ft above ground, and
most are fairly low above the roof of the
building. We were therefore pleased with a
QSO total of 3024 and a final score of just
under 3.8 million points. This is not a
record-breaking score for a multi-single
station - indeed several UK single ops will
have higher scores, but the most important
thing is that it was great fun. Both Mark and
I had rates of over 300 QS0s/hour for the
last 10 QSOs, and over 200 QS0s/hour for
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Licensing Info

Dear Radio Amateur Fellows,

The famous licensing information pages by Veikko Komppa "Veke" OH2MCN have moved to a
new server at URL http://www.qsl.net/oh2mcn/license.htm The change has been done due to a
policy change at VTT, The Technical Research Centre of Finland. In the future the server is
allowed to have VTT related material only. The old URL address
http://www.vtt.fi/ket/staff/komppa/license.htm will cease.
The above pages contain detailed information on how to get a radio amateur licence when you
travel abroad. The material (about 1 Mbytes) covers in practice all radio amateur countries with
230 entries at the moment. The information includes Contact information of PTT, National club,
Paperwork needed, the best way to get a licence, Price, Special calls, How long Before you can
operate, Licence restrictions, Customs, Useful local contacts, Places to operate from, Notes, and
Travel hints. The pages are used and shared with the similar pages of ARRL (Operating Permit
Information by Country.).
The above pages have helped numerous recent DXpeditions in sorting our how to do it in
practice.
Best DX Travels to You All,
Veikko Komppa "Veke" OH2MCN, ex-OH5VD, OH2XD, CR9D, VK9YD, S79VD, FROVD,
3D2VD, 9M8VD, 5W1VD

2000 " Flying Horse" Callbook CD-ROMs
Special Offer for CDXC Members

The RAC "Flying Horse" Callbook is the standard source for worldwide addresses,with over 1.5
million entries, E-Mail addresses, maps, QSL Managers, prefixes, QSL bureaus and much more.
It can now be run from your hard drive. You can print the address on your envelope or label.
Order your copy today at the special CDXC rate of $40 USD by Air Mail
(The Publisher's price is $49.95 USD plus shipping!)
You can pay by Cheque, VISA, MasterCard and order by post, E-Mail, direct from our Web
Page or by TEL/FAX at 716-677-2599. Mention "CDXC" with order. Offer expires 31/12/99.
The 59(9) DX Report, P.O. Box 73, Spring Brook, NY 14140 USA
WB2YQH, CDXC Member - Callbook Distributor
E-Mail: the599rm@aol.com

Web Page: http://members.aol.com/the599rpt/dx.htm

QRZ CONTEST

GENERAL TOPICS

Don Field, G3XTT

The minimal DXpedition... EA6/G3PJT & EA6/G3KHZ
16th-23rd October, 1999

Put one IC706 in the suit case and a
telescoped CB vertical in a short piece of
plastic drain pipe! When you get to
Mallorca you find a parking spot 1,000ft up
in the north east of Mallorca overlooking the
sea. And because you're very lucky you find
a hole in a nearby rock that's made to
measure and almost vertical for securing the
antenna. Oh yes, of course, I forgot to
mention, a key, a little matching box and
some cable also have to be secreted in the
comer of the XYL's suitcase. You connect
these together and within 5 mins. of arrival
on site you're QRV and working a W6/7 pile
up on 12m.

spreading badly, pleez adjust yourr
transmitter !". Bob, "better pack this lark up
and go back to the key. Does anyone know
if IC706s work in SSB mode?
We spent about 11/2 hours each evening and
tried one morning at daybreak. The
evenings were much more fruitful. We
made 460 QSOs operating the bands where
there was most activity. The breakdown
looked like this:
30m

20m

17m

15m

12m

10m

4

33

147

41

224

11

44 DXCC entities were worked.

Well, in a nutshell, that was about all Bob
and I used during our one week's sojourn in
Port de Pollenca.

One nice side benefit of these little miniDXpeditions is that you get spotted on the
Cluster from time to time. This generates
some pile-up practice and you get called by
friends you haven't heard of in a while. For
me, chatting to my American "cousin"
W3KHZ and Pete, NOAFW (now NOFW),
the leader of the Palmyra/Kingman Reef
DXpedition I participated in were two
memorable QSOs. (By the way it took me,
G3KHZ, 40 years to find and meet
W3KHZ)

We did make a fancy bracket to support the
antenna which involved a base plate that
was positioned under the wheel of the car.
On a hilltop it can get very windy and we
found the arrangement inadequate. You
can't beat a fixing that's "rock solid!" We
used just a couple of wires for a ground
plane/counterpoise and the antenna matched
without difficulty. We did notice a change
on one occasion due to increased soil
conductivity. We arrived at the location just
as a DL was 'watering' the area. "Oh, hell,
its not gone in our mounting hole has it", I
cried. Fortunately not!

Lessons learned
Things to bear in mind if you follow in our
tyre tracks:
•

The roads are fine at the lower levels but
at altitude those potholes are cavernous!
Mountain peaks are snow-capped in
winter and so, no doubt, the potholes are
the result of frost.

•

The wind in the hills is often STRONG.

•

Take some really hefty leads for the
battery connection. When the voltage
drops below a critical level you can end
up with chirp and thumps and critical

An attempt at SSB

One evening at 18:30 local, Bob announces,
"I've got a sked" and proceeds to unwrap, I
do believe, from its original packing, a
MICROPHONE calling G3 ?, G3 ?, G3 ?,
G3
calling 03 ?, 03 ? and listening Silence! Again - calling G3 ?, G3 ? and so
on and so on - silence. Finally a caller (a
UA3, I think) "You're dizztorted and
?
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Times recently entitled "Sunshine Glasses

Conditions for the Phone leg of the CQWW
contest were nothing short of outstanding, at
least on the high bands (topband seemed to
suffer from significant absorption), and at
M6T we made Worked All Zones on 10, 15
and 20 metres. Indeed, we had 40 zones and
150 countries on 10m by late afternoon on
the Saturday, and 190 countries (this
includes WAE countries, of course) by the
end of the contest. We will be claiming a
new European multi-multi record. The
CN8WW team are claiming a phenomenal
63m points for what will certainly be a new
World Multi-Multi record, and four US
multi-multis broke the old US record. There
will no doubt be many more records broken
in the various other categories.

Keep Troops Awake". Apparently special
spectacles with embedded optic fibres are
being used as a way of resetting soldiers'
body clocks to help them stay active for up
to 36 hours without sleep. Light is shone via
the fibres onto the periphery of the retina of
the eye, to fool it into thinking that there is
still daylight. The article claims that
"Servicemen can stay awake for up to 48
hours if the regime is combined with a series
of short, carefully timed naps lasting no
more than 20 minutes". Clearly servicemen
are not made of the same stuff as CQWW
contesters, because we stay awake for 48
hours as a matter of course, but it did strike
me that these special glasses could be of use
if they ever make it into the civilian market.
The article claims that, by careful control of
the timing and intensity of the light, the
users maintain a much higher state of
alertness than would otherwise be possible.
Sounds just what we need!

Talking of CQWW, I owe a couple of
apologies in respect of last year's results.
Firstly, Andrew GIONWG took first, not
second place, in Europe in the CW leg, so
the GIOKOW led Europe in both legs of the
contest (Robert himself was operating in the
Phone leg). Secondly, I somehow managed
to miss out the low power entrants, where
John G3WGV set a new UK record.

From: Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG
CO World Wide 1997

By the time you read this, the 1999 CW
event will be imminent, so let's hope
conditions remain favourable. I will be
joining a bunch of old friends, including
fellow 9MOC ops. K5VT and 9H1EL, to put
9G5AA on the air in the multi-multi
category. This is the group which has done
so well from 5V7A in recent years, but we
will have our work cut out this year to beat
the CN8WW team and the 6Y2A gang who
will be QSYing, along with their all-vertical
antenna farm, to Margarita Island off
Venezuela.

I was pleased to receive a certificate through
the post just after this year's CQ World
Wide DX Phone contest, for an effort in the
same event in 1997. On that occasion, I
operated as G7W from G3NUG's QTH. The
contest entry was specifically to try out the
80m 4-Square array for the 1998 9MOC
Spratly DXpedition. The antennas had just
arrived in the country from the USA and the
phasing cables and switching unit had just
been made up by Tony. GOOPB; but how
would the completed system work?

On a completely different topic, I was
fascinated to see an article in the Sunday

The antennas, mounted on 8ft poles and
each with four quarter-wave elevated
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SWL NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525
(brs32525(compuserve.com )
The SWL stand and forum at this years HF
Convention attracted visitors from the UK
and overseas but it was disappointing that
the turnout of SWLs was not higher. The
event was an opportunity missed for
listeners who had the opportunity to put
faces to some of the DXers they hear on the
bands and to attend some first class lectures
- for example, the fascinating talk by Roger
G3SXW about the 5V7A operation.
There was a wide range of free literature
aimed at the active SWL and examples of
some of the articles which have been written
in recent years for SWLs and to make the
SWL movement a more high profile. Mick
BRS31976, the other CDXC listener at the
event, provided a superb "bound volume" of
everything that would be needed to enter
this year's CQWW SWL Challenge. Mick
also made up a great display of 6 metre and
160 metre DX QSI.s.
Mick and I had been largely inactive in early
October, but I managed to bag J79SH on
24MHz for country No.239, while BD4ED
provided country No.265 on 18MHz. The
CDXC SWL who seems to miss very little
at this time is David Whitaker BRS25429.
He had found some interesting DX,
especially from the Pacific. He heard
KH4/W4ZYV on September 26 on 20m and
followed these with T31K, 5WOGD and
ZL41:12/7. He also heard the KH4 on 17
metres on Oct 7th. ZK2ZL was heard on 20
metres on Oct 8th. Also that day he logged
ZK3DX on 15 metres. P29VR was heard on
12 metres. October 9th brought ZK2ZL on

17 metres, YJ8AMN on 15 metres,
KH2/K4ANA and KH6/W7GMH on 10
metres. He heard a great many JA's on 10
metres that day with quite a number on FM.
October 10th brought ZK3DX and ZK3YL
on 17MHz. Finally, David heard
KH5/DF6FK on October 12th. His All band
DXCC tally for 1999 at the time he wrote
stood at a staggering 275.
As I write this CQ Worldwide SSB is only
two days away. The Ondonn SWL Team
(RS 178500) will swing into action at 00z on
30th October hoping to win the multi-multi
section of the CQWW SWL Challenge for
the 3rd consecutive year. We are promised
(threatened with!) Serious competition from
a French multi-multi group this year so the
receive set-ups at the BRS32525 QTH will
have to perform at 110%. The group is as
little thinner this year as Paul G3SXE cannot
join us this year and one of the verticals
used last year is not available this year.
Read next month's SWL News to see how
we fared. By that time, the R6000 vertical I
erected and then didn't get planning
permission for will have had to be taken
down as the (nice?) man from the local
council served an Enforcement Notice on
me today! A fresh application has been
made but it seems that I have to remove the
antenna from its existing position as it
affects this (nice?) lady's visual amenity!
All this fuss for a poor little vertical especially when G0xxx and a CBer in the
same area have verticals in their gardens!!
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remarks and your only way out is to
reduce power. (Actually I think our
problem was RF feedback as the keyer
was a bit strange sometimes so take a
current balun too. Check if the rig is
caning the battery by turning on the
interior light and seeing if it dims when
you key, ours didn't. So I think we had

GOTTIM!

—

feedback especially as the IC 706 sounds
just fine here in Comberton - Bob
G3PJT).
(Written by Derek and edited by Bob who
took out the bits he didn't like!)

G3KHZ, 28.10.99

OR PATIENCE REWARDED

Ian Davies, G3KZR (lanSDavies@aoLcom)
At the end of September I was feeling pretty

SSB and the YJ was fully readable on 15
SSB but working simplex !! ill I decided to
forget them and concentrate on the A35
guys on CW!
A35S0 and A35ZL were regularly spotted
on the DX Summit but every time I looked
they were either inaudible to me on the
higher bands or had already hopped off
somewhere else. I was not too fussed as I
knew they were there for a month and I had
plenty of time. Then A35ZL turned up as
ZK2ZL with a really nice CW signal on 20
and I believed that this was to be a
consolation prize. After an hour or so he
signed off and I was browned off.
I realised afterwards that the beam heading
of my little 2 el mini Yagi was straight
through the centre of our huge sycamore tree
in full leaf. I should have used my old work
horse long doublet which I had used to work
T31T and the T2. It has its best lobe to the
North West and I should have remembered
that!

cocky; on return from holiday I had
managed to QSO T24DX twice during his
last couple of days on 15 and 17 m (on SSB
of all modes!) for a new one after failing
with previous expeditions during the year
and then up came T3 IT. I managed both 20
and 17 CW with Steve and was feeling good
about their move to ZK3.
Well.... They only had six days there and
the pile ups were stupendous — rivalling
VKOIR and the early days of ZL9CI. I
missed their big run into EU on the Saturday
but was pretty confident that I would get
them before the shut down. Not so! In the
last four days their operating pattern seemed
to change from T31 and there was more
emphasis on LF to N. America and HF
bands which were not open to the UK.
Frustratingly, when I did hear them the
signals were better than they had been from
T31 but they were never in one place long
enough to break through the massive
hullabaloo.
I tried my ultimate fall back of 30m and
finally on Thursday evening I waited and up
they came at our dusk; fair signal, first CQ,
so in with a chance. Four or five QSO's later
the operator signed off the expedition for
good and that was that! No ZK3.
That following week end I spotted KH4,
KH5, YJ and the two guys in A3 — all
potentially new ones for me. On
investigation the KH4 was barely audible on
20 SSB, the KH5 was 50% readable on 20

More frustration!
At this point my main transceiver started to
play up and I decided I had to get it in for
inspection despite the temptation to hold on.
I had to rig up new cables and such like for
my twenty year old FTI07 which has a mess
of transverters and so on attached. Even
barefoot the use of the mini yagis caused RF
feedback and the linear really blew things
apart. However, use of the more remote long
doublet could just solve the problem and on
20 at least was probably the better option.
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was to get me out of the house; so we went
off to Bristol for the day.

The days passed and I persistently came on
at the wrong time and they hopped faster
and faster from one band/mode to another
with me trailing behind. My favourite
Pacific band, 17 m was really letting me
down too as it was very unreliable early in
the morning. I heard pile ups for A35S0 on
the higher bands but he was not audible
here.

Now the 26th was a Tuesday and that is my
day for preparing the evening meal, starting
at 6pm local time. When we got home I
went and checked for emails and at five to
six local time I peeked at the DX
Summit Good grief A35ZL spotted by
an SM7 on 30m! I scooted up to the shack
and checked and sure enough a weak
A35ZL was working a fair pile up and
sounded genuine to me. I madly switched
everything on and ignoring calls from my
wife to get the oven on I joined the fray.
About twenty minutes later, as dusk fell
here, he came up quite well and came back,
"G4ZR?" Shaking with tension I sent my
call three times and he came back, "G3ZR?"
so it must be me! The second time he got
the call and report, gave me 439, we 'qsl'd'
and the QSO was in the bag — DXCC
number 297.

Come the morning of the 26 th October I had,
unbelievably, still never actually heard
A35S0 but I had heard A35ZL a few times.
One very frustrating day I heard him call CQ
on 30 m and only two other EU stations
heard him. We called several times but he
was not hearing us and QSY'd to 20 CW. I
followed and found him on one of his two
favourite frequencies but it was clear that he
was having problems, perhaps with QRN,
because he made very few QSO's and
closed down. Damn!
"Have you got them yet?"

Return to the human race

By now the family were handling me
sympathetically as having a severe case of
DX malnutrition and I was greeted daily
with, "Have you got them yet?" The irony
was that having flunked all this Pacific DX,
QSL's came in during this period from T30,
5W and ZK1 (All on 17m). My delight at
these new country confirmations was
tempered by the current state of affairs.

Elated but guiltily I shot downstairs to find
the oven on and half the meal prepared but
no one in sight. "Oh hell, madame will he
cross" but anyway I let out a war whoop
which brought everyone running — except
for the dog, who crawled into her kennel
wondering what she had done wrong this
time.
I am pleased to say there was pleasure and, I
suspect, general relief in the house that Dad
had 'done it' and my sneaking off to the
shack on my duty evening was forgiven!

So there I was on their last evening, our
morning, and the DX Summit showed
A35S0 on 20 RTTY. I grabbed for the
cables to hook up the kit for RTTY when I
realised that they had been wired for the
(different) mike socket of the transceiver 'in
hospital'. I guessed that by the time I had
sorted it all out he would have gone anyway.

Reflecting on it all, I had learned a bit about
antenna tactics and also a bit about
persistence. I remembered that I had also
caught BQ9P and T33VU running their last
sessions and both completely to my surprise.
But if getting to 300 demands this level of
nail biting I wonder whether the household's
nerves will stand it!

I grumped downstairs and announced that I
had blown it as, by pm on the 26th , it was
the morning of the 27 th in Tonga, the day of
their departure. Commiserations all round
and then my spouse decided the best thing
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service, but still don't have antennas up
because of bureaucratic &*#%#* !!! The
temp station had such poor electrical
service, we would have melted the wiring in
the walls if the SB-220 were to be used.

seeing an announcement for the first annual
Collegiate Championship. We were able to
scrape together 2 HF licensed control ops
and to work about 12 hours for only 125 Q's
or so in Nov SS SSB. NONE of us had ever
tried contesting before but it sounded
interesting. (my previous experience was a
washout during a FD ravaged by Tornadoes,
and Severe storms) More importantly there
was a bit more excitement in the club
among the younger ops. The club president
dropped by, made 1 or 2 Q's and left a
package of cookies (Wow). The sad thing
was we didn't submit a score, and as such
never showed up as a participant in CC.

But
The amazing thing is in '97, '98, and '99 the
club continued to improve even with an
extremely poor station. This last year the
club came within 1 section of getting a clean
sweep. The students that had started out in
1994-95 that had so many problems really
did well with only a 16 foot tall vertical and
100 watts. Someday you WILL hear those
contesters that started out from modest
beginnings when they sit behind a LOUD
station!!

In 1995, the club again wanted to participate
in Nov Sweepstakes. We made more Q's,
but still didn't have enough control ops to
run more than 12 hours. A couple of us had
our Tech + license by then but 10 meters
was basically useless. For me personally,
that was the final straw. I got my Advanced
by Jan '96, and a good friend of mine,
KBOQQF, got his Extra on the same day.

Lessons learned

The lessons that I've learned in those 6 years
are:
I. Contesting is one of the few ways that
students will get into HF. Young people
aren't interested in ragchewing because they
aren't interested in hearing about someone's
medical problems. DX is fun to work on an
individual basis, but contesting provides a
great opportunity to get hams together as a
team, compete with others, and enjoy some
good pizza.

Bombshell

Then the bombshell came.
Just about the time interest had really started
to rise, people were upgrading, and the
upper classmen who had allowed the club to
"stagnate" were graduating, the University
tossed the club out of it home of 39 years.
The station moved to a location in the
Downtown area of Rolla surrounded by
powerlines on three sides of the building,
and where the roof was level with ground on
campus, truly a miserable location. The
building was surrounded by other
commercial buildings which meant we were
confined to approx 95 feet on a diagonal.
We "thought" the station would only be
there for 1.5 years, so the club purchased a
G5RV for HF. We could endure 1.5 years
with the promise that the club would get a
new station in the Electrical Engineering
building, and that our 68 foot tall tower
would be moved. Needless to say that as of
1999, we have the tower, we have a
beautiful new station with heavy electrical

2. In order to get young people to upgrade,
you NEED to show them HF. rye had many
students say, "I only knew about VHF and
repeaters. I didn't ever see anyone operate
HF" Unfortunately with the rise of No-code
techs this IS a serious problem.
3. There are not enough Collegiate ARC's.
Many have simply died of inactivity caused
by No-Code Tech Disease. Sometimes the
University bureaucracy ties up the clubs to
the point the club officers just cave in under
the pressure. We have found in this case
that ALUMNI need to backup the club and
make sure that the University doesn't just
dictate how the club will operate. ARC's
unlike other University clubs are a higher
roof
liability i.e. Towers (climbing,
(continued on p.35)
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the two places.. T31 being almost dead on
the equator just as 5X and ZK3 being
further south.. Even though not much I
noted the same difference as we can note
here in Uganda compared to, for example,
Burundi or Rwanda.

coverage even to a far away area.
Of course we could bring 20 operators and
10 stations but that in my view is a bit too
complex in several locations, in others it
should be done that way. (would never be
possible on Conway :)

Basically the news is that yes you should be
in the equatorial zone but being on the
equator itself is not very good for
propagation... Driving just 3 hours north
from where I am now and the bands would
improve a LOT!

Any Comments in regards to this e-mail is
very much appreciated.
This DXpedition, even though it really
drained my energy at the time, has given me
a new kick to start operating from 5X
again.... Namely the urge to get to know the
low bands properly. This means I am right
now in the process of building up my
antenna farm properly to cater for 80 and
160 this winter... So once I am just through
typing in the T31 log I will be showing up
on the lower bands. This time with 2kw and
a top loaded vertical instead of the Inv-L
and 700w I had 2 years ago

I have been thinking about making a return
operation maybe next year to Conway Reef.
For that operation I have been thinking
about setting up the following
1 SSB station for 40, 20, 15, 10
1 CW station for 40, 20, 15, 10
1 WARC Station 30, 17, 12 m
1 Lowband 160, 80 / RTTY / 6-meter
station

It was also a kick for me to operate SSB for
a change on a DXpedition instead of CW...
While I love CW it is very much a boost to
hear the comments on how we perform
while on the DXpedition, that is something
you see much more of on SSB than on CW.

This manned with 8 people should be able
to make about 100K QSO's in a timespan of
about 14 - 15 days on the top of a cycle...
A setup like this with well trimmed
operators should be fully capable of
ensuring that even 160 and 80 get good

73 de Mats 5X1Z, SM7PKK

Ageing Ranks (from the Contest Reflector, June 99)
Eric Raub, KI0M1
(although intended as a thought-provoking piece for contesters, the following is equally relevant
to all aspects of competitive HF operation including DXing, in terms of getting the next
generation motivated — ed.)
Having just ended 6 years with the Radio
Club at the Univ of MO-Rolla, I've worked
hard to get students involved with
contesting over the years. My first
experiences in amateur radio were with HF,
not VHF. As such when I arrived at UMR
in 1993, I was shocked by the attitude that
prevailed at that time. The club simply met
each week, talked about computers, and
argued over the control codes for the
repeater. I remember the club president at
the time saying, "if you have a project or

activity for the club, then it's up to you to
see it through". Looking back Fm a bit
surprised that I continued to show up and to
work on my license in such an apathetic
environment. At the time the club had a
Mosley CL-33 beam at 100 feet, SB-220
amp, and an Icom 735. In short, the club
was far from being a contest super station,
but was a good start for a beginning
contester.
I believe it was in 1994 that I
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remembered

1999 EXPEDITION TO SCILLY ISLANDS (EU011)
Ian Davies, G3KZF? (lanSDavies goaol.com )
The telephone rang and a voice announced
itself as 'Tom, GOPSE, from Taunton" - only
thirty miles away across the county. Tom had
seen my personal profile written up in the
CDXC magazine in which I had stated that
experience of a DXpedition was something to
look forward to.

The day of the dry run was fair and we set
about erecting the main antenna - Tom's
R7000 vertical - and then an ingenious set up
involving a 10 metre long fibreglass
(DK9SQ) telescopic pole around which was
wound covered wire a la helical whip to work
on 80 metres, tuned at the base by Tom's
Icom AH-3 remote tuner. All this went pretty
well and Steve beavered away at getting
plugs and leads sorted for the main rig, an
IC737. The reserve IC725 was also given an
airing. We found we had some software head
scratching involving CAT operations and a
plug and socket arrangement which could
have us plugging a 12V DC line into a 230V
AC socket; both incidents illustrating that a
dry run is important - besides testing whether
we could indeed work together!

The upshot was that Tom had put together a
team of three to participate in the 1999 IOTA
contest from the Isles of Scilly (EU011) and
had just had one member drop out. Having
read my comments he wondered whether I
would like to get my feet wet gently as the
third member of the team.
After some discussion with the family - the
biggest problem was the timing of hay
making - it was agreed that I could escape to
play radio for a week.

All was disassembled and we felt pretty
pleased with it all. I just remembered in time
to check the trailer on the tow hook of my
Discovery and - lo! - the electrics cable
would not reach the outlet socket!
Fortunately Tom had plenty of days left to
extend the cable before 'the day' but it could
have been a problem had we been under time
pressure to catch the daily boat. The trailer
was to cause another interesting problem
later.

I dropped in to see Tom and talk about the set
up. Tom had already been involved in three
other island ops and had prepared a trailer
full of kit to cope with just about every
eventuality. He also showed me round the
shack and displayed an in depth knowledge
of one of the two key PC programs we were
to use on the trip, namely, Turbolog. This
was handy for me as, although I have the
program for off line logging, I had not
explored on line use. We had all used SD for
contest working.

Consigns issued
As we were due to be on the island
(St.Mary's, the largest, with the harbour) from
the Thursday before the contest to the
Thursday the week following, Tom had
arranged both a special call for expedition use
(GBOSM - Saint Mary's) and one for the
contest (G5M). I also wished to try 6m after
the contest was over as the locator square is
pretty rare. I had bought a 3ele yagi for home
use which was still in the packaging and
SMC (Axminster) kindly loaned us a TS690S
which had 50W of six on it. My home set up
is such a jumble of boxes and cables we
deemed it too messy to try to adapt to Tom's
two rigs!

Dry run
We agreed to do a dry run of setting up from
scratch at my place a few weeks before the
departure, when I would meet the third
member of the team - Steve, G4EDG, from
Exeter. Before that I had to get booked on the
'Scillonia DT ferry to the islands and we
agreed that I would act as chauffeur complete
with Tom's trailer. Tom had already booked
the trailer on the ship and the plan was to
leave the car behind in the port of departure,
Penzance, while collection at the Scillies end
would be handled by a local taxi with tow
hook.
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The taxi eventually arrived with some lame
excuse which we did not believe and we
proceeded to swing the trailer onto the tail
hook - horrors! - it would not fit! No one
could think why but there it was and the
laconic taxi driver was pressing us to get
moving as he had another fare to pick up....
Re-enter the quay manager and a fix from a
helpful van driver who would bring the trailer
up 'soon'. Everyone by now seemed to know
about us.

We drove down at an easy pace the evening
before departure and stayed at a B&B very
close to the quay in Penzance. The Scilly
Islands are a group of small islands off the far
south western tip of England exposed to the
full Atlantic Ocean. The climate is mild but
breezy and the island of Tresco is famous for
its sub-tropical garden.
Fortunately most of the islands are clustered
around Crow Sound and this provides a
relatively sheltered environment for beach
lovers and makes for easy communications
between the islands. In fact island hopping is
one of the holiday attractions. We were
blessed with good weather and some glorious
sunsets which made the islands feel as though
we were in the South Pacific (except for the
callsign).

The taxi took us to our QTH about two miles
from the harbour on aptly named Telegraph
Hill'. Tom had been unable to book a self
catering location so had taken, with help from
the one resident amateur, Mike, G3RPC,
bookings with two adjacent Bed & Breakfast
bungalows. One landlady said she was
prepared to let us put up poles and adopted
Tom as her guest while Steve and I lodged
next door.

Coincidences
That evening started an odd sequence of
amateur radio coincidences. The cashier at
the family catering establishment we used
that evening asked me whether we were on
holiday and I explained what we were up to.
Instead of the usual blank reaction I got an
enthusiastic response as the good lady had
trained as a ship's radio officer!

Antenna limitations
We were aware that there was a risk attached
to this situation and it was with some anxiety
we checked out the area for antenna
suitability. While we nervously waited for the
trailer to turn up (3 hours later) we found that
we were only allowed to use the front garden
(10x10m) as a self catering flat had most of
the back area. It was clear that we could get
the R7000 up but not anything more. This
gave us a problem on 80 and no antenna for
the second op's rig. A difficult day seemed to
be getting worse! Fortunately Steve had
brought along his home made LF band trap
dipole and we spotted that the land beyond
the back garden was untended heath with
some craggy old wind blasted fir trees at least
15m tall. The problem was that the cable run
was nearly 100m!

Thursday went with a series of near squeaks.
First we got the trailer down to the key to be
informed that we were too late to be loaded.
Tom's firm response changed minds and we
scampered aboard, somewhat relieved. The
trip lasts only two hours but we had a very
unfriendly sea which left us feeling a little
groggy. However Tom had been chatting up
one of the ship's officers who turned out to be
G3RID, so again our odd antics were
understood.
We disembarked but could not find our
baggage; it had been whisked away - for an
extra charge - by the island delivery service.
Having solved this puzzle we realised the
quay was by now virtually empty except for
cargo handling, the trailer and us. Where was
the taxi? Fortunately the quay manager was
an understanding soul also conversant with
our activities and kept an eye on us.

Luck again had it that my hopes for 6m
operations meant that I had stashed away
65m of coax and this, with the coax on the
antenna meant that we could actually get
there. We negotiated a run with the hesitant
landlady and, much stung and scratched from
the undergrowth, Steve and I emerged to rig
up the dipole on the highest point we could
14

Pilot problems

basically excluded for the Europeans. The
reason for this was that we figured it would
be better to work 100 EU on 80 than to
work maybe one or two on 160. Once the
propagation was not there for EU Eric was
moving around between 80 and 160 as said.
This seemed to work quite well. As we had
limited resources we could not dedicate any
station to only work 160 or only 80 thus we
did some tradeoffs.

One thing which we would liked to have
seen working was of course our pilot
project. SMODJZ was compiling a lot of
information but we could never really get it
to the island as the pactor link was not
working properly. Well it was all new to us
so that was one of the reasons. Thus 99% of
the time we got our feedback directly on to
the SSB station on the high bands. I have
never seen so many requests being
communicated to a DXpedition as I saw
now. It did not matter which band we where
on as people would request us to move to
another band. While this often was annoying
it was in several cases giving us feedback
when compiled. I kept records in my
memory of what requests and suggestions
we got and then we changed plans
depending on the amount of requests we got.

Since Erik basically did not do any 40 or 80
Meter SSB which had been in the original
plan I was basically taking that task on
myself. Thus I had to do this during those
times when EU was basically not workable
on the higher bands. Of course we had quite
good propagation throughout to EU which
meant less time for me on low band SSB.
Nils, SM6CAS also did some operating on
those bands but it was mainly me in the
QRN on those bands working stateside and I
loved it. Once the low bands opened to EU
we moved off and Erik took over on CW
again.

If 50 stations tell you that you should be on
160 at 10.00Z and not at 11.00 then you take
action or as in the case with TX frequency
not being good This we did. However if
one station told us we should move to
24MHz because he had worked a guy there
in our area we would not move.

So while not being able to cover all
openings to all areas on 80 or 160 I think the
result in the end was quite reasonable. We
have quite a lot of 160m QSO's in there
from both of the locations and those from all
over the states and also some JA.

At the end of T31 we got so many requests
to move to whatever band that we basically
saw that many people simply had us on "too
many bands" thus they were getting picky
and wanted a 5, 6 or 7 band sweep.

As Gary NI6T pointed out in a mail I did not
allow him to operate 160 or even 80 at
certain times on our Conway Odyssey. That
was of course due to that we had a primary
goal very much like the one we had now..
Give as many EU as possible a new country
and with lower priority give others a
band/mode country.

I very much think that we proved that a big
amount of QSO's (70.000) can be made by
a limited amount of stations (3) and with
limited amount of operators 5 + a real
rookie. (well she picked up quick and made
1279 QSO's with a peak over 150 QSO's an
hour!)

Propagation was of course much better now
than when we went to Conway in 1995.

On top of that we did these QSO's while
putting up and taking down the stations
twice.... This is a very big effort when you
see that we had a quite long trip to the place
and several operators were seasick for
almost the whole time.

Thus we had to be much more careful then
compared to now as we actually turned
away from some EU openings on the higher
bands on SSB to cater for the lower bands
towards USA on this trip. We had several
openings on 20 which was basically only
workable on CW towards EU as the rate on
SSB was terrible.

It should also be noted that we saw a very
dramatic change in the propagation between
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and I decided to have a real go at working
DXCC. As of writing this I am up to 285
worked with 277 confirmed and surprisingly
still looking for OA. On the Satellite side all
is working well and I have even built a
2.4GHz Dish in anticipation of Phase HID.

my job I travelled to Hodaidah on the Red
Sea coast, down to Aden via Taiz and to
Mukallah in the Hadramaut. Despite seeing
the Minister of Communications almost
weekly it was not possible to obtain a
licence due to the delicate political situation.
But he was certainly interested and I am sure
it will not be long before we see activity
again.

Who says Amateur Radio is boring? It's
been my hobby for nearly forty years and I
don't see it changing yet.

We returned to the UK in November 1995

Double Trouble on the Low Bands
Matte Persson SM7PKK (from Internet)
Thanks for all the comments on the lowband
reflector on our T31 and ZK3 effort. It gives
a good feedback on how well or not we did.
I will keep the comments for next time.

I for one have always found it very strange
that neither of the two places was higher in
the rest of the world as there have not been
any serious multi-operator DXpeditions
there in ages, if at all... (what we in the end
saw was what I had suspected .... That both
places were indeed very much WANTED
from EVERYWHERE)

I would like to answer a few of the remarks I
have seen there to shed some light on the
sometimes as it seemed erratic behaviour on
the low bands.

So what we did was basically to search out
EU wherever possible to make sure we
could get them in the log and when we
could not then we started working other
areas and band/modes.

The T31 and ZK3 operation was basically
made with 5 operators + 1 YL (she had
never made a QSO before!)

Station arrangements
The operation set up as as follows

The lowband station was fitted out with a
Battle Creek Special for 160 and 80, 40.
This station was basically supposed to
operate both CW and SSB.

1 x SSB station covering basically 40, 20,
(17), 15, (12), 10m with 2 operators
SM6CAS and SM7PKK

In reality Erik mainly operated CW. Since
he had 3 bands to cover for lowbands he
started working a pattern where he could
work 80 first and then move down to 160 so
that it would be easy to follow him. The
problem for us was obviously that we would
never be able to cover a whole night with
operating each day on this station with only
one operator which meant that the station
would be closed down at certain hours of the
night. These hours where shifted around so
everyone would get a chance at working
him.

1 x CW station covering basically 40, 30,
20, (17) 15, (12), 10m with operators
G4EDG and LA7MFA

I x Lowband/RTTY/WARC station with 1
operator SMOAGD
As we had set out from the beginning as a
non-negotiable target was to give as many
Europeans as ever possible a new country
and second to that , but much lower priority
to give the rest of the world a chance at
working a new band/mode. The reasoning
with this was of course that T31 was only
high on the most wanted and needed list in
EU.. and ZK3 could not even be seen on any
most wanted lists except for in EU.

Since the main target was still EU Erik did
operate 80m towards Europe but 160 was
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reach to make an inverted V. Steve's gas
powered soldering iron sorted out the
connectors while my height, 1.9metres,
teetering on a pile of logs, and the telescopic
pole was employed to poke the antenna over
the highest reachable point. Passers by were
curious to say the least, as were the
neighbours and friends watching the 87000
go up in Betty's front garden.

attempts to allow the second op to work his
own finds resulted in confusion with the
logging by the first op. This was soon
abandoned. We also had a sticky problem
when we found that the main rig was only
putting out about 15W of SSB. This
necessitated switching to the reserve rigs for
SSB, neither of which were as good on CW.
There was much heated discussion about rigs
and switching back and forth as a result.

Tom's bedroom was transformed into a shack
by various shufflings and borrowings and the
effort of completing the set up continued into
the evening. I was duly impressed by the
sophistications of CAT and auto antenna
tuning. As the beginner I was voted to open
up operations with GBOSM that evening,
starting with G4SSH on 40 CW. Steve and
Tom both had a bash before shutting down
for the night. Friday saw the 80m helical
whip set up against the bungalow as a reserve
antenna while we kept the station on air.
Conditions were pretty poor and we soon
discovered that the commercial radio
installations nearby and a power line were
causing all sorts of noise problems on receive
and possibly some malfunctions with the lap
top computers. The R7000 was not
functioning properly on 15 either.

We ended the contest feeling relatively
pleased with our the score, despite the
limitations of the location and the technical
snags we had to overcome. We would
certainly keep well away from powerful
commercial transmitter locations in future
and make sure we could space out our
antennas better!
Having recovered from the test we proceeded
to plug away with GBOSM. We were frankly
disappointed that conditions prevented runs
of JA and North American stations. I had
been working strings of JA's on 17m CW
before going on the trip but we only hit one
good period for this while on the island.

6m activated
We were not in a good position to put up the
6m antenna but found that the 87000 had a
very low SWR on six. Unfortunately we did
not hit a good Es opening but on the 26 th July
I did catch 4 stations which popped out of the
noise (S5, 2x I and OZ). They seemed rather
pleased and surprised to contact the rare
square of 1N69. It would have been fun to
catch a big Es opening!

By various creative methods we overcame
the worst of the problems but they did add
complications to operating which was not too
important when running GBOSM but
mattered with G5M in the contest.

Contest time
As an entrant in the restricted section of the
IOTA contest, running only 100w, we
decided to concentrate on CW and get the
second op to monitor for excursions onto
SSB. The focus had to be on multipliers and
high QSO points (i.e. islands).

The last evening IK3RIY called in to pass
73's to G3RPD as he had been portable on
the islands the previous year and appreciated
Mike's help at the time.
On the morning of our departure Tom ran an
early morning session in his pyjamas (?)
before we had finished our breakfast and we
had a relatively easy job of dismantling
everything we had laboriously put up. The
return passage was calm and sunny and the
run home uneventful.

The contest opened in what seemed to us to
be really very poor conditions which started
to pick up as the night went on. We learned
that the second op could use our remote
dipole to monitor the operating band and
indicate where we could find new multipliers
and island QSO points on CW as well as SSB
We began to sharpen up our technique but

We had made 2141 QSO's of which 739
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dry run was invaluable and still left us with
many creative solutions to find in the field
and at the last moment; Tom's trailer full of
goodies was absolutely invaluable.

were as GSM. The biggest contingent in the
log was DL (345) with a group between 120
and 175 from such countries as G, OK, SP,
UA, UT and W. Only 25 JA's made it. In all
we contacted 75 DXCC countries with 58
countries on 20 and a satisfactory 51C. on 40
too.

Thanks
Steve and I would like to thank Tom for
providing the basic structure and equipment
for the operation and we would all like to
thank our two bemused landladies, Betty and
Jane, for their tolerance and cooperation in
making the implementation possible. Thanks
should also go the SMC (Axminster) and
G3RPD. Tom and I would also like to thank
our respective wives for allowing us to go off
and play radio and Steve, the bachelor — well,
he has been off in KH3 and T31 meeting
'The Wall' for real!

As for bands, half the QSO's were made on
20m with very few indeed on 12 and 10m.
Most of our SSB was worked during the
contest and overall only represented 7% of
contacts. We did find that enthusiasm for
EU011 was generally higher on CW for
whatever reason that might be!
As an introduction I found the experience
very helpful and I must say the challenge of
the contest was the more satisfying part of the
operation. I have not of course heard 'The
Wall' of calling stations which rare DX
would attract — in fact we only worked split
once and for a short time. The value of the

Bill, G3WNI, is QSL manager (QTHR) and
the logs can be seen on
http://dx.qsl.net/logs.

M2000A
Bob Treacher, BRS32525

Prince William might pay us a visit during
the course of the operation. The launch is
also being attended by Hilary Claytonsmith
G4JKS and Don Beattie G3OZF (1999 and
2000 RSGB Presidents). Lord Rix will
make the first QSOs, including one with
ZL6A - the Millennium callsign of the
Quartz Hill Radio Club in Wellington, New
Zealand. Steve G4UOL is currently
planning a series of skeds with countries
around the world so that M2000A can pass
Millennium Greetings as each of the
countries enter their new Millennium.

As I write this there are only 64 days until
M2000A will hit the bands in a big way.
Dave G4BUO's article attracted a good deal
of interest and we were able to provide a
worthwhile presence at the HF Convention.
Dave G4BUO, Paul G3SXE and I have been
interviewed by London's LBC as well as
attracting local media coverage. Further
publicity opportunities will present
themselves as we near the beginning of the
activity.
Since the HF Convention, major
sponsorship deals have been confirmed with
Icom UK, SMC, Highline Communications,
CDXC and Strumech. These to go with
other sponsorship arrangements which had
already been negotiated with other suppliers.
The event will be launched by Lord Rix
G2DQU on 31st December and we are
hopeful that the Duke of Edinburgh and

M2000A has been billed as "A DX-pedition
from home soil" and I am pleased to say that
a number of top UK DXers (e.g. G3XTT,
G3ZAY, G3UML, G4UOL, GOMRF and
G3WGV) have now become temporary
members of the Cray Valley Radio Society
(CVRS) so that they can help CVRS
members provide a DX-style operation for
16

Cable and Wireless never let me get bored
and I was back in the UK for a while during
1985 commuting to Sri Lanka almost on a
monthly basis. Common sense finally
prevailed and we moved to Colombo in
1986 and I operated as G3SBP/4S7. It was
good to be back in touch with my old
friends Noel (4S7AVR) and Romesh
(4S7NMR). Noel had finished his contract
in Male and had returned to Colombo.

CW.
My journeys with Cable and Wireless took
me to Australia, New Zealand, Philippines,
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, and the Cook Islands
on a regular basis. Less frequent were trips
to Hawaii, Tahiti, Bougainville, Aitutaki,
Taiwan and even a couple of days on
Rotuma.
Unfortunately I did not have the time to
operate but met many of the resident
amateurs. On one hair raising trip (which is
a complete story in its own right) I flew in
an old Piper Apache from Honiara
(Solomons) to Port Vila (Vanuatu) via Santa
Cruz not realising that one day Santa Cruz
would be a new DXCC in its own right
(H44).

And so to Hong Kong

In 1989 I got the posting that I had always
wanted and that was looking after our
Pacific operation with a base in Hong Kong.
I got the call VS6VU within a few weeks of
arrival and quickly met up with VS6CT
(Phil) and VS6BG (Brett) who made me
very welcome and of course introduced me
to H.A.R.T.S (Hong Kong Amateur Radio
Transmitting Society) where I soon became
the Outgoing QSL Manager.

Four years passed very quickly (especially
as I could be out of Hong Kong for six
weeks at a time on some of the longer trips),
and it was with a sense of sadness when we
came to leave.

During the next three years I operated most
modes and bands going from SSB to RTTY
and Amtor and then to Satellite with AO-13
(over 100 countries on SSB) and then to
digital modes on the early Pacsats. I was the
only VS6 amateur to make a packet contact
(No.199) with the Space Shuttle Columbia. I
remember quite clearly that it was quite an
odd feeling to point the antennas to where
the Shuttle should be (at that time over
India) key the transmitter and out of nothing
came "Connect to WA4SJR for a SAREX
Robot QSO with the Space Shuttle
Columbia". After I had finished, the
spacecraft continued its journey in silence
with not another connection until it was
nearly over Japan. As proof of the contact I
took a photograph of the VDU screen! The
QSL confirmation arrived some eighteen
months later!

Saudi
Our next posting was to Riyadh in Saudi
Arabia where we arrived just as the Gulf
war ended. My wife and I thoroughly
enjoyed our four years in Riyadh and we got
to see a large part of the Kingdom as my job
was responsible for a nation-wide operation.
Remember Saudi Arabia is about the same
size as Europe!
I did tackle the subject of a licence and
believe it was available but I decided that I
couldn't really afford the fee or the hassle
with the customs when the time came to
import my radio equipment, which was
stored in the UK.
We retired in 1995 and it was good to come
home to the UK and set up G3SBP in a
more permanent situation. However within
three months of coming home I was asked if
we would like an assignment in the Yemen
for a few months. This was one that couldn't
really be turned down so we were off again.
Yemen has to be one of the most fascinating
countries in existence and again because of

Six metres was also an interesting band
during this time with frequent N/S openings.
The more interesting countries in addition to
Japan were KG6, KHO, DU, YB, VQ9, 5H1,
4S7, P29, H4, 9V 1 and VK. But only once
did we have a brief opening to Europe when
I managed to work 9H1 on SSB and PA on
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and Guilds Amateur Radio examination, so
on arrival back in the UK I applied for and
passed the Morse test and eventually was
issued with my UK callsign G3SBP.

Knowing the Minister of Communications
did not lead to a licence in the latter either.
The Maldives

However my luck changed in 1981 with a
posting to the Maldive Islands so I took the
opportunity of ordering a complete
Kenwood TS-820 system and a Tribander
beam direct from Japan. I then managed to
locate four ten-foot sections of a lattice mast
and I was in business again this time as
8Q7BN. From the top of the mast I had a
360 degree clear view of the horizon (the
sea) and with the sunspot cycle at its peak
the bands were wide open to all parts of the
world.

Puerto Rico

Next stop in my "See the World with Cable
and Wireless" was Puerto Rico (where I
arrived in September 1963) and of course
the old hands would immediately realise that
reciprocal licensing was still being
negotiated. The FCC in San Juan were very
helpful but indicated it would be at least
another year or so before the licensing
situation would be sorted out so I kept busy
in my leisure time by learning to fly!
Before I got really settled Cable and
Wireless went into action and moved me
over to St. Thomas in the US Virgin Islands
and of course I met the then Grand Old man
of Amateur Radio, Dick Spencely
(KV4AA). As soon as Dick met me, he
suggested that whilst I was waiting for my
KV4 licence why not operate from VP2V,
which was a two hour boat trip away.
Through Dick's contacts in the States, John
(K4IIF) and Doc (K4CAH) offered to join
me for the 1965 CQ SSB contest with which
the licensing authorities had no problem. I
obtained the callsign VP2VD (Yes, I am the
original holder of this call which was
subsequently issued to the late Ed White
with all the considerable problems of
QSL'ing).

Luckily I was at one end of the island of
Male because at the other end were my good
friends Noel (8Q7AV) and his son Romesh
(8Q7AZ) who were both very active.
Many good friendships started in the
Maldives, amongst them G3NOF, G4LJF
(operating from D68AA), G3HTA, G3XRJ
and VS6CT to name but a few.
No sooner had I settled down to the life of
the islands than Cable and Wireless decided
that St Lucia needed me urgently and within
ten days my wife and I were on our way to
the Caribbean. Two and a half thousand
contacts had been made from 8Q7 with 240
countries worked and the majority on 10m.
In St Lucia I was issued with the call
J6LMT but I found that even with a location
almost on the top of a mountain it was a
different kettle of fish from the Maldives. I
was plagued with QRN and QRM and only
a thousand contacts were made during our
stay although I continued to stay in touch
with G3XRJ (John) at Lands End.

A full article on this operation by John
appeared in CQ magazine sometime in 1964
but to have operated with John's Collins S
line spoilt me for years!
In January 1966 I received my FCC permit
to operate G3SBP/KV4 and I understand I
was one of the very first, if not the first G
station to operate in the US. My rig here was
a Hallicrafters SR150 and a multi-band
dipole.

One year later (1983) and another move this
time to the United States, first a year in
Virginia followed by a year in Connecticut.
Not much Amateur radio was carried out in
the States, as it seemed that every one had a
linear and 150 watts didn't really compete.
However I did operate as G3SBP/W2 for a
while but it was really a little half-hearted.

The next nine years were spent in the UK
with only limited operating. This was
followed by three years in Belgium and then
three years in the United Arab Emirates.
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much of the life of the special callsign. So,
if YOU were thinking of getting involved,
now is the time to do so as Dave G4BUO
and I will be starting to give thought to the
operating rota in early December.
Temporary membership only costs a modest
£2.50, which will provide free access (and
the excitement of operating "a DX-pedition
from home soil") to Ranger's House in
South East London. Temporary
membership forms are available from
Bernard Harrad G8LDV, QTHR or by email to bernie.harrad@tesco.net . We look
forward to welcoming you. For those who
do not want to join CVRS and experience
the thrill of operating from a top-of-therange station using a very exotic callsign,
CVRS would be delighted to welcome you
as "day visitors". If you bring your licence or

your QSL card, entry will only cost £1.90.
There will be plenty to see at the static and
inter-active displays as well as watching top
operators racking up the QSOs - or you can
simply meet other visitors and talk radio. If
you are unable to join us or come and see us,
please look for us on the bands we won't
be hard to find!
If there are some CDXC members who have
not heard about M2000A and would like
more information, feel free to write to Dave
Lawley G4BUO or myself or e-mail us at
g4buo@compuserve.com
or
brs32525@compuserve.com . Alternatively,
take a look at our website
www.qsl.net/m2000a.

Morse Camp to Morse Campaign ?
Report on Morse Camp '99, (by G3XTT, extracted from a full report by Bob
G3PJT)

In September CDXC was privileged to play
a role in the first UK Morse Camp, run at
the Cuffley Scout Camp, not too far from
RSGB HQ in Hertfordshire. Morse Camp
was prompted by the advent of the new M5
licences, which allow Class B operators a
range of HF privileges pursuant on passing a
Morse test at 5wpm. Morse Camp offered
combined Morse instruction and Morse
examinations together with camping for
anyone wanting to stay over night. The
weekend took the form of a 'crash course' in
Morse code instruction with the express
purpose of passing the examination.
Through an agreement with the Radio
Agency and SSL successful candidates who
had the necessary other documentation
could be issued with M5 callsigns during the
second half of the weekend. HF operating
was demonstrated on a modern HF station.
The concept was suggested by Martin Lynch
and Sons who, along with Yaesu and the
RSGB, were sponsors of the event. CDXC
and FOC organised and provided instruction
material and the instructors, and assembled

and operated the HF station supplied by
Yaesu. Antennas were supplied by CDXC.
CDXC participation included G3PJT,
G3XTT, G3NOH, G4JVG, G3KHZ,
GOWAT, GOOPB, GOORH and G4RKO
(RSGB organisation) The Examiners were
drawn from the local examiners pool for
Hertfordshire. Thanks are due to all who
volunteered a precious weekend.
Attendance.

Plans were made to cater for 100 places, on
the basis that this would be the maximum
that could be properly supported with the
planned format. The event was heavily over
subscribed, suggesting significant latent
demand.
Instruction

The format was based primarily on
improving candidates' receiving skill
throughout the weekend by requiring them
to copy pm-recorded Morse, broadcast at
about 10-15 minute intervals. The format of
this was the same as the Morse examination
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and was sent at 5 wpm with characters at 12
wpm. Every candidate copied the Morse test
onto a pre-printed sheet, scored errors as the
text was read out and recorded his or her
performance on a card, called a `Morscard'.
By this means progress in copying could be
monitored by the candidate and the
Instructors. The Morscards were collected
from as many candidates as possible for
later analysis at the end of the weekend.
To facilitate individual instruction the entire
set of candidates were assessed after the first
three receiving tests. Candidates showing
ability to copy with less than 4 errors in the
130-140 character test script were then
given individual tuition in sending by an
Instructor. A short 2 minute pre-examination
test was used to check that candidates really
did understand 5 wpm Morse characters.
Candidates who passed this test were
encouraged to apply for a Morse
examination.

motivated by being able to learn in the
supportive and social atmosphere of the
event, rather than struggling away on their
own.

Incidentally, if anyone needs a bureau reply
for any QSO with me (ever!) please just email QSO details to:
g3sxw@compuserve.com

again the regular plea? Please: no staples, no
adhesive-tape, avoid folding and interleaving items. It will be much appreciated
by all QSL Managers.

About 30% of the attendees passed and
received their M5 licences, and several
others were very close to passing. The
organisers had hoped for a greater pass rate
than this, but it was clear that many people
who came had not reached the level of
preparation that had been hoped for (a
working knowledge of the code, so that the
focus could be on building up speed and
confidence).

Finally. May I be permitted to repeat yet

73 de Roger/G3SXW.

Conclusions
Morse Camp appears to have been a great
success, and there is already demand for
more events of this sort. There was a mutual
self-help feel which is an important social
value in amateur radio. Many lessons were
learned which will enable future events to
be even more successful. There is
undoubtedly scope to use this sort of event
not only to encourage the learning of Morse
but to provide advice on related topics. For
example, many of the aspiring M5 licensees
were keen to ask the instructors about HF
operating techniques, advice on HF
antennas, etc. It seems a pity that this sort of
information is obviously not always
forthcoming from local clubs, but it does
suggest that the interest is out there if
suitable provision can be made.

Results
A detailed analysis has been prepared by
G3PJT as a basis for planning future Morse
Camps (probably to be held indoors over the
winter period, rather than on a campsite!).
No doubt Bob will be happy to send a copy
of the full report (about 10 pages in all) to
anyone who is sufficiently interested.
Suffice to say that almost all candidates
made significant improvement over the
weekend, even if they didn't actually get to
the standard to pass the 5wpm. What is
more is that most seemed to be very

Members Profiles

G3SBP

Dave Gynn, G3SBP
more than covered the requirements needed
for a licence and I was issued the Callsign
5N2RDG.

Having read with considerable interest some
of the members profiles recently and with
the encouragement of John (G3HTA) I have
finally pieced together my life story.

The next problem of course was equipment.
With very little money available I ordered a
DX-40 from Heathkit and a good friend sold
me a National HRO but unfortunately no
band spread coils at first! A bang on the
table and I could move 10kHz with ease.

Like many youngsters of my age I grew up
in the 1940/50's with a fascination for
Radio. But it wasn't until I started my
training as an engineer with Cable and
Wireless did I get to hear of Amateur Radio.
Naturally this really appealed to me and as
part of our training at the time was to be
able to send and receive Morse code at 12
wpm I could see a licence in the distance but
that meant being able to sit the City and
Guilds examination.

Early results
The DX-40 arrived and a couple of home
made dipoles were erected on the roof and
after calling CQ on 14MHz AM until I was
blue in the face decided to try CW. The
result was amazing, UA3DA followed by a
string of US stations, the first contacts from
5N2RDG were made. Looking at my log I
see that I worked GB2SM, G3AAE, and
G3JLB amongst the many G stations during
1961/62. Other interesting calls in the log
book, which will bring back many memories
to the older DXers, include FB8XX
(Kerguelen), MP4B (Bahrain), KZ5 (Canal
Zone), VQ2 (N. Rhodesia), VQ3
(Tanganyika), VQ4 (Kenya), VQ5
(Uganda), VS9M (Maldives), ZE (Southern
Rhodesia), VQ9 (Seychelles), VS4
(Sarawak), VS9A (Aden), VQ8 (Mauritius),
ZK1 (Cook Is), VR4 (Solomon Is), ZD6
(Nyasaland)

No sooner had I finished my training in
1960, then I was on the way to Gibraltar to
consolidate my technical training. On
arrival, I mentioned my interest in Amateur
Radio and I was quickly introduced to a
member of our staff who was a licensed
ZB2 (Unfortunately I have forgotten his call
sign). Within a few days he took me to his
house and we worked a couple of stations on
CW and then a couple on AM (!) That was
it, I was hooked and with his encouragement
I joined the RSGB as a Commonwealth
Overseas listener. I still have my Certificate
issued by the RSGB with B.C.R.S and dated
20/3/1961.

Off to Lagos

At the end of 15 months I had made 1800
contacts in 103 countries, all with 40w and
some very primitive dipoles! I also still have
one of the first certificates that I applied for
and that is Worked the British Empire,
Number 4027 and issued on the 31/2/1962!

Early in 1961 I was moved on to my first
real posting, as a technician in Lagos,
Nigeria and yes of course I had to get a
licence to operate. The Engineering
Manager of our operation was kind enough
to vouch to the Authorities that my training
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Whilst in Lagos I took and passed the City
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"Insurance QSLing
by Roger Western, G3SXW (g3sxw@compuserve.com)
First there was the scourge of Insurance
QS0s' and now it is 'Insurance QSLs'. It
seems that this relatively new phenomenon
is rapidly gaining in popularity. We refer
here to the practice of sending a card direct
and a card via bureau at the same time.

We should heartily applaud G3PMR's
recommendation (CDXC Digest, 121, p30)
to firstly do some research before sending a
second card. Many QSL Managers are
efficient and an insurance card sent to them
via the bureau is simply not necessary. The
mentioned research will help determine
which QSL Managers this may or may not
apply to.

If the DXer is prepared to spend the time,
effort and money to send a second card by a
different route then perhaps that is up to
him. But what about the impact on the busy
QSL bureaux and QSL managers? It
increases their workload to no purpose.
Assuming that the direct card has got
through both ways in an acceptable period
of time (a big majority of cases) then the
second card is completely redundant and is
just a nuisance.

This increase in duplicate cards is leading
me to adopt a slightly different approach
these days: if the bureau card arrives within
18 months of the DXpedition and my
records show that a direct card has already
been sent then a second reply is not sent. If
more than 18 months then we maybe could
assume that the direct card might have gone
astray and therefore a bureau reply is sent.

I have no statistics to support the view but it
seems clear to me that in the period 6 - 24
months after a DXpedition a greater
proportion of cards received from the bureau
these days have already been answered
direct. Nowadays any batch of cards from
the bureau contains 10 - 20% such incoming
cards.

IOTA QSLing

addendum

-

Due entirely to the editor, the following charts were missing from Alan, G3PMR's article in the
last Digest. The charts are important in following Alan's line of thought. Please accept my
apologies — hopefully you can now go back to the article and it will make proper sense.

G3PMR Aged Outstanding IOTA QSLs
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Use e-mail?

What to do?
What is the QSL manager to do? Send a
reply via bureau, merely compounding the
increased time, effort and money to himself
and the bureaux? In a big majority of cases
the two-way duplication is completely
redundant. The DXer has already received
his direct card many months ago. The extra
workload for the busy QSL Manager to
check and determine that a card has already
been sent is itself a nuisance of growing
proportions.
The issue is one of timing. Some DXers,
perhaps understandably, are keen to receive
their card as quickly as possible so for them
direct QSLing is the best option. But surely
the back-up bureau card could be delayed
until say 4-5 months later and only sent if a
direct reply has not been received.
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G3PMR 1999 IOTA OSLs
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The ultimate solution will, regrettably, never
happen: all QSL Managers and all postal
systems simply do their job properly!
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An even better solution these days may be to
send a brief e-mail to the QSL Manager
asking about despatch of a card, so as to
know whether a second request is needed to
replace the earlier card which may have
gone missing. A brief e-mail from a station
in Korea the other day queried whether I had
received his card and gave QSO details. My
reply informed him that I had not received
his direct card, which he says was posted
some four months earlier. His replacement
request reached me a week later and his card
was on its way back to him the same day.
Overall, the incidence of QSL cards getting
lost in the post or in the bureaux system is,
in my humble opinion, somewhat
exaggerated. They nearly always get there, if
rather late. Requests for replacement cards
are usually made too soon. (Specific
instances of postal theft in certain countries
fortunately do not apply in most areas of the
world).
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The Adventures of 2C3JSV
Derek Homes, GW3JSV (gw3jsv@btinternet.com)

When it was announced that radio amateurs
in Wales would be permitted to use a special
prefix between the 6th of May and the 3 I st
of July 1999, to mark the inauguration of the
first elected governing assembly in Wales, it
seemed like an opportunity not to be missed.
We, in the UK , do not get many of these
`special event' dispensations, and as the
authorities had selected the use of 2C
instead of the prescribed 2W prefix as an
alternative to GW, it appeared that it would
be a 'unique' event , possibly never to be
repeated.
With this in mind, plans were laid to operate
as 2C3JSV for the allotted period.
The question arose, Why 2C and not 2W ?
Obvious when one thinks. C = CYMRU,
which is the Welsh for Wales. Thank god
for an XYL who makes a habit of filing
away sometimes considered useless
information.. By the way, neither of us are
Welsh, either by birth or relation.
Having made this momentous decision, I
had no idea what to expect when I hit the air
with this arranged call sign. I had noted
from my diary that the CQWPX contest was
due during the period, and I usually have a
go in the CW section. The thought had
crossed my mind that the 2C prefix might
create a bit of attention from the prefix
chasers, so I looked forward to that. The big
surprise, was the attention that this prefix
created amongst the DX fraternity under
normal operating conditions, and even more
so on the WARC bands.
First airing

My normal operating time is just after
dinner, between 1900z and 2100z,
depending upon the other needs of our Two
person household. It also depends on
whether 'she who must be obeyed', will
give a dispensation relief from the post meal
time chores. (In effect, I am 50% of the dish
washer). Anyway, the first evening out, on

18MHz, was quite interesting with more
time taken up explaining what the 2C was
all about. Soon it sunk in with the fraternity
and I am very sorry to say that, on that
particular evening, I had to QRT early and a
lot of the guys out there missed out on their
first 2C QSO. I had a terrible conscience
about this, as there were a lot of people
calling who I know quite well, and I had to
go and leave them hanging, so to speak.
Sorry to all, but it had to be.
The next airing was on 24 MHz, and this
was really an eye opener. As an ordinary
GW, one does not expect to be inundated
with calls, although there are the few
occasions when demand is high and one
gets a run of calls, but never does one expect
to be faced with a pile up of what appeared
to be VKOIR proportions. This is when one
puts up the 'HELP sign. Well fella you
joined, so get in there and sort it out. That
run lasted nearly 40 minutes and I was
shattered at the end of it, thinking that if this
was going to be the pace for the next two
and a half months, then we finish here.
Ready for the funny farm

My favourite band is 30 metres, and there
are an awful lot of Europeans using that
band. I had already noticed that most of the
guys calling were from the EU or CIS
countries, so it looked as though an
appearance by 2C3JSV on 30 metres was
going to be hectic. I was Not Wrong. How
people can go serious DXing, and last out
for weeks at a time I do not know! Two
nights of no more than four hours of
operating, and I was just about ready for the
'funny farm' So I plunged into 30 metres
and enjoyed it. Actually and I can say it
now, it was fun. One starts to remember the
high lights. For instance, the Japanese
gentleman who was having great difficulty
with this new one. What island was I on?
Reply EU-005. That got him! Next was QSL
route? Direct or Buro! Did I have a QSL

in line is perfectly acceptable.

manager? NO! Just via the CBA or Buro! I
think he finally gave up. Meanwhile, there
were others calling and getting inpatient and
I can't think why. There is always
tomorrow, and it is not as if I was big DX.

Referring back to the Six metre operation. In
one of the sessions on that band I was
pleased to be called by and to work G3XTT,
our erstwhile editor. Thank you Don and I
was very pleased to be able to supply that
long awaited confirmation of a 6m QSO
with the principality for you.

The sporadic E season on Six metres was
fast approaching, and I began to start
considering what sort of reception I would
get on that band. The first Es session on 6
produced four countries interspersed with
my regular asked with G3IXZ. I think I
should say that we are on SSB now. All of
the other mayhem had been on CW, my
preferred mode, but as most will probably
be aware, things at VHF are rather different.
I missed a big opening on Six, mainly due to
not being available, but that is how the
cookie crumbles. My next weekly session
with IXZ produced a crop of Gs on this
band, Quite a nice change, particularly when
the alternative is Italians. I mean no offence
to the Italians, but there do seem to be a lot
of them.

All in all, being 2C3JSV was quite an
experience, and I am glad that I took part. I
don't suppose that it will happen again, and
not in my lifetime. I suppose that should
Wales ever become an independent country,
then they will instigate a completely new
prefix for the amateur service within Wales,
but I think that is a long way off. When I
opened the log for this event, I wondered
how many QS0s I would make. I planned
for 500 and at the final count I have 554, so
I am happy with that.
The final statistics show a total operating
time of 73 hours, using all bands 160 to 6
metres. The country count stands at 95 for
the HF bands and 31 for Six metres, with an
overall total of 105 DX entities. Some QSLs
have gone out direct to those who applied
direct, the rest will go via the bureau, with
some going direct with SASE etc, in the
hope that I might get a reply. We shall see !

WPX CW
Next mile-post was the WPX CW do. This

was the longest period of operating during
the whole event. I don't aim to put in an
entry, I just do it for the fun of it, and in this
case did not aim to work more than 100
stations. In fact total time spent over the
Two days amounted to just Seven hours,
interspersed with breaks for meals and the
various chores one has to do around here
during that time of the year. All up, a every
enjoyable Seven hours.

The equipment used was usually my faithful
TEN-TEC Corsair, or the OMNI V. The
aerials are various, ranging from the usual 3
ele Tri-band yagi, 2 ele HB WARC Duo
band yagi. A Quad loop for 30 m and the
usual dipoles for 160, 80 and 40m . The Six
metre set-up uses an Alinco Dx70-TH with
about 100 Watts into a HB 4 ele yagi.

By now the Es season was hotting up and it
became the main band of operation, with
many demands from the Europeans and
Russians on that band. This event was
helpful in providing Two all time new ones
for me on Six, so everybody was happy !

Finally, my thanks to the "powers that be"
for allowing this operation, and to the
RSGB for negotiating the principle and
setting it up.

The RSGB Low Power contest on 80 and 40
metres provided a lot of contacts and gave
the 2C prefix to a number of UK stations on
those bands The beauty about working a
contest with a special prefix is that there is
little explaining to do. The stations worked
are only interested in points, and 599, next

73 de GW3JSV.
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FW8ZZ - Recollections of K7LMU
(See the September 1999 Digest)

RSGB International HF & IOTA Convention - Windsor, October 1999

L to R: Chuck XW8AU (K7LMU), Don W9WNV and Herb VS6AJ (OZ7SM)

Hilary G4JKS, RSGB President, presents Jim VK9NS with the VK6LC
Trophy for his outstanding operation as H40AB from Pigeon Island

K7L1t4U/1-1S
BANGKOK
1965 SE ASIA DXPEDITION

QSL card for an early DXpedition to Thailand by K7LMU/HS

Hilary G4JKS presents the ROTAB Trophy to Steve G3VMW

Contesting and DXing from the Auroral Zone
(See the September 1999 Digest)

Neville G3NUG presents a CDXC plaque to John G3WGV as top UK scorer
in the low power section of the 1998 CW CQWW DX Contest

Members of the ZL9CI Campbell team receive the CDXC Award of Merit
for their outstanding DXpedition in January 1999
II

The antenna farm at OH2U

Visitors to the OH2U (formerly OH2HE) multi-multi station
III

