












  




 

 

®

nevadaradio

IC-7700

£3995
Used model (ex G3SED)
Flagship HF/6m 200W transceiver

TRY US FOR BEST DEALS ON ALINCO • ICOM • KENWOOD • YAESU

Full range of Spiderbeams, Telescopic
Poles, Aluminium Masts & Accessories

NEVADA Power Supplies
PSW-50

Mastrant
M-Series
Revolutionary new high-strength guy
ropes using Dyneema® Max Technology designed for heavy loading
M-3...100m Drum 3mm 390Kg
NEW
B/s Guy Rope...........£58.95

Dxpedition Ultra
Lightweight
7 band Dipole
Model UL-404UL

• 40-20-17-15-12-10-6m
• Total weight just 400g
including coax & PL259 plug!
• Power: 200W

£99.95

SPIDER BEAM Kits
3 Band Beam 20-15-10m...........................£299.95
5 Band Beam 20-17-15-12-10m ................£359.95
5 Band Beam 20-17-15-12-10m HD...........£419.95
Fibreglass Telescopic Poles
12mtr Heavy Duty ........................................£79.95
18mtr Standard ..........................................£189.95
26mtr Standard ..........................................£469.95
Aluminium Telescopic masts
10.metre .........................................................£289
10 metre Heavy Duty..................................£299.95
12.5 metre ......................................................£319
14.5 metre .................................................£399.95
Spiderbeam Spider Tripod XL ........................£199

100m Drums
M2 ..2mm 240kg B/s ......£37.95
M4 ..4mm 900kg B/s ....£125.95
M5 ..5mm 1150kg B/s ..£189.95
M6 ..6mm 1850kg B/s ..£237.95
M8 ..8mm 2600kg B/s ..£336.95

Accessories & other size/length options
available, check out our website

MFJ

CN-801HP

£119.95
CN-801SII

Professional Series
0.9-2.5GHz 200mW/2/20W
• Range: 0.9-2.5GHz
• Power range forward 0.2/2/20W
• SWR detection sensitivity: 0.1W

£199.00
CN-801VN

Professional Series
20/200W VHF/UHF
(140-525MHz)
• Range: 140-525MHz
• Power range: 20/200W

£119.95

CN-101........1.8-150MHz 15/150/1KW..........£79.99
CN-103LN ...140-525MHz 20/200W..............£79.99

NEW

100m Drums
P2 ...2mm 100kg B/s......£16.50
P3 ...3mm 200kg B/s......£24.95
P5 ...5mm 500kg B/s......£46.95
P6 ...6mm 850kg B/s......£84.95
P8 ...8mm 1,300kg B/s...£99.95

DAIWA - Quality Meters
Professional Series
2kW Power/SWR meter
• Range: 1.8-200MHz
• 20/200/2000W
• PEP reading SWR/power meter

PS-40M

Mastrant P-Series
Synthetic guy ropes - UV stable,
low stretch
P-4...100m Drum 4mm 400
B/s Guy Rope...........£34.95

Fully featured
50 Amp switch mode
power supply
• Input voltage: 240 VAC
• Output: 13.8 VDC adjustable 9.0 - 15.0V
• Protection: short circuit, auto current limiting
• Output current: 50A (max) 40A (continuous)
• Size: 7.75 x 3.6 x 10”
£125.95
• Weight: 5.5lb
High quality variable
voltage linear
power supply
• Input voltage: 220/240V AC 50Hz
• Output voltage: DC 1.5-15V adjustable
• Output Current: 40A (max), 35A (30mins)
• Protection: current limitation, short circuit
• Size: 230 x 150 x 270mm WHD
• Weight: 9kg

£116.95

PS-30M ...30A variable voltage linear power supply.£99.95
PSW-30H.Lightweight 25-30A switch mode PSU ...£79.95
PSW-30 ...High efficiency 25A.............................£79.95
PS-08 ......New 6-8amp linear.............................£34.95

NEVADA Cables

MFJ 998RT

£749.95

1.5kW Remote Auto
tuner - ideal for Verticals,
Open wire feeders
(with Balun) etc

MFJ998RT...Hi-power 1.5kW remote auto tuner ..£749.95
MFJ993B.....Ultra-fast desktop 300W auto tuner .£279.95
MFJ993BRT.300W remote Intellituner 1.8-30MHz.£329.95
MFJ969.......300W ant tuner covers 1.8-50MHz ..£219.95
MFJ949E.....300W peak reading ATU x needle..£199.95
MFJ269C ....Portable analyzer HF/VHF/UHF .......£389.95
MFJ225.......NEW graphical analyzer 1-180MHz.£328.95
MFJ1025.....Noise cancelling/signal enhancer unit .£184.95
MFJ1026.....As above + built in active antenna ..£204.95
MFJ959C ....RX antenna ATU with pre-amp.......£125.95
MFJ971.......Portable QRP man tuner 1.8-30MHz.£122.95
MFJ931.......Artificial ground unit......................£109.95
MFJ901B.....200W manual tuner 1.8-30MHz ....£109.95
MFJ906.......50MHz (6m) manual ant tuner.......£108.95
MFJ762.......Step antenuator (81dB in 1 dB steps) .£99.95
MFJ1704N ..4-pos co-ax switch N type fittings....£88.95
MFJ1704.....4-pos co-ax switch SO239 fittings....£84.95
MFJ912.......Remote hi-power giant 2-core 4:1 balun.£79.95
MFJ1701.....6-way co-axial antenna switch.........£79.95
MFJ260C ....Dry dummy load up to 300W...........£45.95
MFJ557.......Morse code key with oscillator.........£45.95
MFJ550.......Small practice morse code key .........£16.95
MFJ16C06 ..Pack of 6 quality ceramic insulator.....£8.95

ECOFLEX CABLES
Ecoflex 15
Price per metre ................................................£4.99
PL259 connector (Part: 7350............................£8.95
N type connector (Part: 7395) ..........................£9.95
Ecoflex 10
Price per metre ................................................£2.89
PL259 connector (part: 7378)...........................£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367) ..........................£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)......................£6.50
Aircell 7
Price per metre ................................................£1.99
PL259 connector (part: 7390)...........................£2.65
N type connector (part: 7392) ..........................£5.25
BNC type connector (part: 7391)......................£5.25
Aircell 5
Price per metre ................................................£1.39
PL259 connector (part: 7760)...........................£2.25
N type connector (part: 7700) ..........................£3.95
BNC type connector (part: 7720)......................£3.25
Green Kevlar Antenna Wire
Nevada 28.....2.8mm 2kW........per metre .......£0.99
Nevada 28D ..2.8mm 2kW........100m Drum..£89.95
Nevada 32.....3.2 mm 5kW.......per metre .......£1.20
Nevada 32D ..3.2mm 5kW........100m Drum.....£110
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Editorial
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
Welcome to the May edition of the CDXC
Digest and a particular welcome to all of
our new members. This edition contains
quite a lot of Club News and administration
stuff (there must be a more precise word,
but I think ‘stuff’ covers it quite well).
Following the ‘must read’ messages from
your Chairman and President, there are the
important AGM and EGM calling notices.
Please read these as they are important
Club matters.
Once you’ve got over that ‘stuff’ then
lighten up with all of the details of how to
get to the AGM/EGM/Summer Social. I’ve
been there and I can attest to Gordon’s
comments that it really is a beautiful part of
the world.
I’ve had to be creative with the New
Members listings as there are over 70 who
have joined since the last Digest. Take a
look at the callsigns, you’ll recognise many
of them I’m sure.
But back to the Club ‘stuff’ and the
Treasurer’s Tune. Again, an important Club
item and Gordon has laid out the financial
position with his usual clear notes and
explanations. Do read it as it’s always a pig

of a report to format into A5 booklet size so
I don’t want my efforts to go to waste!
The rest of the Digest is pure easy-reading
pleasure – with the usual high quality
reports from our regular contributors and
excellent reports from the other end of the
pile up. These provide an insight into the
planning, execution, and on-site problems
that all DXpeditions suffer from time to
time – and provide probably the first use of
the word ‘imbroglio’ in a CDXC Digest!
I was amazed to read of Nigel, G3TXF’s
work to digitise his QSL card collection –
read and be impressed. And Alan, 5B4AHJ
gives us a fascinating history of Eritrea and
its callsigns over the years. Roger, G3LDI
gives us two new software packages for
data modes and we’ve started a ‘Did you
know’ series to help members get the most
out of the Website and membership
system.
I have had to hold over three DXpedition
write ups for the next Digest. Feedback
suggests that three to four write ups per
edition is about the right number, but a few
more technical items and equipment
reviews would be most welcome.

Editorial Policy:
The views expressed in the Digest are those of the respective authors and may or may
not represent CDXC policy.
Copyright:
Unless explicitly stated, all material in the Digest is the copyright of the respective
author or photographer. They shall not be reproduced in part or in whole without the
author’s or photographer’s prior written permission. The Editor is happy to assist in
seeking permission to reproduce articles for bona fide reasons.
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Chairman's Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
It was great to meet so many members and
their partners at the Annual Dinner in
March. The feedback was once again very
positive and I fully expect us to be back
there next year. For those who couldn’t
make it, you missed an excellent dinner and
a fascinating talk by Nick, G3RWF – who
had us roaring with laughter on more than
one occasion with his tales of more than 50
years as an ‘amateur amateur’. In the
afternoon John, G4IRN and Justin, G4TSH
ran a ‘remote operation’ workshop. They
covered both operating your home station
from anywhere in the world with an
internet connection to setting up a station
at a remote location and operating it from
your limited-space, high QRM, home
location. Having given a technical talk about
how to go about it they did a live
demonstration working each other via their
remote stations. Then we saw Steve, PJ4DX
spotted on the cluster – he was working the
Russian DX Contest. Justin called him using
his remote station in Cornwall and much to
Steve’s surprise he found himself talking to
a group of 30 CDXC members in a hotel just
outside Reading! An excellent and
unexpected QSO with a long-time CDXC
member.
Another very pleasant aspect of the Annual
Dinner was Nigel, G3TXF being awarded the
Cass award for the greatest number of
uniques in a two-week period by a single
operator DXpedition in 2014. The award
was presented by Michael, G7VJR. On
receiving it Nigel immediately donated his
award money to the CDXC DXpedition fund.
This was a most generous act. Nigel placed
the following conditions on the donation:
that the money shall go only to a
DXpedition that (i) makes a full upload to
LoTW during or within one week of the end
of the DXpedition and (ii) that uses Club
4

Log’s leader board and (iii) that provides
Bureau QSL’s (requested through OQRS) for
free. The Committee will of course comply
with these conditions. The Cass award was
created in honour of Cass WA6AUD who
created the West Coast DX Bulletin
(WCDXB) and who put a sometimes
humorous spin on DXing events and
attitudes of the time. Characters such as
the ‘Palos Verdes Sundancers’ and terms
such as ‘The Great Days of DXing’, ‘Only The
Deserving’, ‘Be a Believer’, and of course
‘DX IS!’ all come from the WCDXB. Much of
what he wrote back in the late 60’s and the
70’s remains relevant today. You can read
more about Cass and the award at:
http://www.cassaward.com.
There were quite a few CDXC members at
the GMDX Convention in Stirling too and I
thoroughly enjoyed the talks and Scottish
hospitality. I was thinking after both of
these fine social events how upbeat
everyone was. Sure, we’re concerned about
DQRM and the RSGB CC’s treatment of
some QSOs in the AFS CW contest, but it
was all discussed positively. So if you want a
quick ‘boost’ to your DXing frame of mind,
get to one of the upcoming social events;
Friedrichshafen and our own Summer Social
are the two obvious ones that come to
mind.
Turning now to some Club administrative
items, the CDXC Committee is composed
entirely of volunteers and I am very grateful
for the effort that they put in to ensure the
Club runs smoothly (although sometimes
we are the proverbial duck, paddling like
mad underneath the water). As you know,
Neville is standing down as President at the
forthcoming AGM and he has been handing
over his non-Presidential tasks in a phased
manner for the past year. It is not intended

that the new President takes on any of
those tasks so we have been looking at
strengthening the Committee to spread the
load. I am pleased to tell you that Ian
McCarthy, G3YBY has been co-opted to the
Committee and will stand for Committee at
the AGM. Ian is both a contester and a
DXer, in particular being part of the Five
Star DX’ers when they went to T32C. He
operates phone, CW and data modes.
So now you are all thinking – well who is
going to be the new President? I am
delighted to tell you that Don Field, G3XTT
will stand for CDXC President at the AGM.
Don needs no introduction to anyone who
reads RadCom, Practical Wireless or indeed
the Digest. Don and Ian will bring much to
the Committee and I look forward to
working with them both – assuming you
vote me back in of course!
You will see elsewhere in this Digest an
announcement for an Extraordinary
General Meeting (EGM) to be held
immediately after the AGM on 18th July.
The proposal to change one clause in our

Constitution is explained on pages 8 and 9. I
do hope members will support the motion.
If you have any queries about why or what
we are doing, then please contact me – my
details are on page 2 of every Digest.
I mentioned last month the excellent work
Phil, G3SWH had done in uploading Martyn,
G3RFX’s logs to Club Log and LoTW. What I
forgot to mention was that Phil has blanks
of Martyn’s QSL cards from the callsigns
listed in last month’s Digest. So if you need
a card, please contact Phil direct who is
QTHR on QRZ.com
Friedrichshafen will soon be upon us and I
am looking forward to meeting many of our
UK and overseas members. As usual, we
plan to have an informal ‘come and go’
gathering in the Beer Garden on Friday 26th
June from noon onwards. Please remember
to bring your CDXC badge and see you
there.
73 and Good DX
Chris, G3SVL

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
This is my penultimate PP as I will be
standing down as President and leaving the
committee at the July AGM. It’s time for a
change as I have been on the CDXC
committee since the early 90’s when there
were around 100 members. Trish and I
hope to move home to the South Hams
area of South Devon in the near future. I’m
delighted to let you all know that Don
G3XTT has agreed to take over the role of
President subject to his election at the
AGM.
Don is a very well-known DXer (a member
of the 3,000 DXCC band-slots group), a
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DXpeditioner, contester and an IOTA
enthusiast. Don also edited the Digest for
three lengthy periods and recently became
Editor of Practical Wireless; this has further
enhanced his profile. In my view Don has
the ideal CV for the Presidential role and I
ask all members to support Don’s election
at the AGM.
I have known Don for over 30 years. Don,
Tony G2NF (formerly G0OPB) and I are the
only ones who have been on all five Five
Star DXpeditions. From what I remember
Don has lead the 40m 4-Square erection

team on each occasion and has opened on
40m CW handling enormous pile-ups.
Marketing
One of my main interests as a member of
the CDXC committee has been in
marketing. I’m delighted to report that Ian
G3YBY has agreed to take over the
marketing role. Ian has valuable experience
in marketing as he was the Managing
Director of a consumer goods company
prior to his retirement. No doubt Ian will
bring some new insights to CDXC as he has
a very different background to mine which
was in professional services.
Ian is also an active contester, DXer and
DXpeditioner and was a member of the
T32C team. Have a look at his entry on
QRZ.com. Ian has now been co-opted to the
committee and will stand for election at the
AGM. Again I ask for your support.
In my March PP I mentioned the three mailshots that we planned. These have all been
completed with some really encouraging
results. We mailed all the members of the
DXpedition teams that we have sponsored
from 2013 to date. To date this has resulted
in 29 new joiners with five more planning to
join. All these are very experienced
DXpeditioners and bring a wealth of
experience to CDXC.
We also mailed the leading UK IOTA
participants and UK stations who worked
the K1N, FT5ZM, YJ0X and TX6G
DXpeditions. These initiatives resulted in
further experienced joiners.
Our profile has been much enhanced by our
advertising on DX World and by press
releases. As I write this I have just heard
from our Treasurer Gordon G3USR and Julie
who are at Visalia. We had a small stock of
unsold NTSC T32C DVDs. Gordon took 30 to
Visalia with the plan to give these away as
an incentive to join CDXC. I challenged
Gordon and Julie to recruit 10 more
members. I have earlier today received the
following email from Julie.
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“Hi Neville, Well, late on Friday night the
'score' is already 16 new members, paid.
And 5 new potential members, promised
(scout's honour) they would go on the
website and become a new member. Watch
this space...! 73 & 88, JR xx”
Here is a subsequent update from Gordon
and Julie at Visalia: 20 new members, 7
promises to join, 13 other prospective
members. This is more good news as those
attending Visalia are in the main very
experienced DXers.
The result of these initiatives is that we
have recruited 71 members since 1st
January and our membership is now 925 (as
at 19th April). However those from Visalia
have still to be entered into our database
so together with the five DXpeditioners
who have promised to join, we could reach
960+ members in the next few weeks.
We welcome all our new members, you add
significantly to the wealth of experience in
CDXC.
ATNOs (All Time New Ones) and Uniques
Just a reminder that well organised
DXpeditions can monitor the uniques that
they contact but not the ATNOs. I’ve read
some comments on these with interest. The
problem with statistics is that assumptions
are made that past trends will continue into
the future. This is not necessarily the case
particularly if future DXpeditions limit the
bands and modes on which they operate
and “run out the bands” by staying on say
20m SSB and 30m CW day in, day out until
the contacts dry up. They rarely do and, as
a result, DXpeditions will work more
uniques.
The Five Star DXers have held the record for
the number of uniques worked for many
years. This has been achieved, not only by
being on the air for lengthy periods but also
by monitoring our performance daily. Early
in the history of the Five Star group our
technology wiz John G3WGV developed

Star Monitor. This enabled us not only to
monitor performance by band-mode slots
but also by the main geographic regions of
Asia, Europe and North America. As a result
we have been able to see how many
uniques we had contacted in say Asia on
10m SSB or in North America on 30m CW.
Thus we could adjust our scheduling to fill
the missing slots.
Here’s an example of a recent operation,
albeit somewhat extreme, that
demonstrates that traditional statistics may
not reflect future trends. There was a
recent operation to a remote and muchwanted IOTA group in the Solomon’s. The
area was on the edge of the major storm
that caused such havoc on Vanuatu. The
operator had great difficulty in accessing
the island concerned and was there for just
two days. He therefore decided to work
only 15m CW and nothing else. This
resulted in every QSO being a unique (and
an ATNO) as far as IOTA was concerned, a
1:1 ratio very different to the normal 1:3 or
1:4 ratios that fall-out from historic
statistics. By a 1:4 ratio I mean one unique
to every four contacts.

Nick G3RWF for his talk "Tales of an
amateur amateur", it was great fun.
Our next major event is the AGM and
Summer Social. This year it’s at Wing in
Rutland, this is about as central as it gets.
We are taking over the Village Hall but this
is no ordinary village hall. Trish and I went
to Gordon and Julie’s wedding party there,
this is a super location with all the facilities
that we need. There’s plenty of space inside
and out so it’s great for socialising and
there’s plenty of room for sitting and eating
in comfort. We plan to have a great raffle
too. See the colour flyer on the first page of
the colour pages.
Mark Mann will again be running the BBQ
so we can look forward to some excellent
food. Please do book ASAP so that we know
the numbers to cater for.
Trish and I would like to use this occasion to
yet again meet so many of our friends and
to welcome new members. We’d like to say
“thanks” for the support we have received
for many years.
73

Socials
Everyone I have spoken to seemed to enjoy
the Annual Dinner in Reading. This is a good
location as it is reasonably accessible from
most parts of the country. My thanks to

Rhine-Ruhr DX Dinner @ Ham Radio (a.k.a. Friedrichshafen)
o.b.o. Uwe Koenneker, DL8OBF
The preparations for our 50 year
anniversary are progressing and the party
will be held on 27th June during ham-radio
Hamvention. We have arranged a twocourse buffet with Bavarian specialities.
International guests are welcome and
registration is through DK5AX. Thanks to
the BCC, which has allowed us to take over
7

the reservation of the Graf-Zeppelin-Haus
(Olgastrasse 20, 88045 Friedrichshafen).
The advance booking price is still 20 Euro.
Entry-tickets are available through Markus,
DK5AX. Please contact Markus directly for
registration- and payment details (E-Mail:
DK5AX at rrdxa.de)

Notice of CDXC AGM
Notice is hereby given of the CDXC 2015 AGM to be held at 12:00 on 18 th July 2015 at Wing
Village Hall, Morcott Road, Wing, Oakham, Rutland LE15 8SA. Everyone is welcome but only
members are permitted to vote on motions.
[Ed: Directions and travel suggestions follow these formal notices.]
2015 CDXC AGM Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the 2014 AGM
3. Matters arising
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Secretary’s Report
6. Treasurer’s Report
7. Election of New Committee
8. Election of Auditor
9. Any Other Business

Notice of CDXC EGM
Notice is hereby given of an Extraordinary General Meeting of CDXC to be held immediately
following the AGM on 18th July 2015 at Wing Village Hall, Morcott Road, Wing, Oakham,
Rutland LE15 8SA. Everyone is welcome but only members are permitted to vote on motions.
The EGM is called to vote on the single proposal detailed below. This EGM is called by the
2014/15 CDXC Committee who have drafted the proposal and recommend its adoption.
Proposal:
That the period of grace for non-payment of annual subscriptions be reduced from four
months to two months.
Rationale:
At present a member can delay renewing his or her subscriptions for four months (one third of
the year!). This causes the Committee additional workload chasing payments and in the event
that the member fails to renew the Club will have incurred additional costs. A two month grace
period from the 30th June would be sufficient to allow for holiday or other absences in the
period and seems an entirely reasonable amount of time to organise a payment.
Existing wording:
4. SUBSCRIPTIONS.
The annual subscriptions for membership shall be set by the Committee and agreed at the
AGM. All subscriptions will be due on the 1st of July, and payable by the 30th October at the
8

latest, after which membership will be deemed to have lapsed. The financial year shall run
from 1st April to 31st March. For new members joining between 1st January and 30th June,
only half the annual subscriptions will be payable for that membership year.
Proposed wording:
4. SUBSCRIPTIONS.
The annual subscriptions for membership shall be set by the Committee and agreed at the
AGM. All subscriptions will be due on the 1st July and payable by the 31st August at the
latest, after which membership will be deemed to have lapsed. The financial year shall run
from 1st April to 31st March. For new members joining between 1st January and 30th June,
only half the annual subscriptions will be payable for that membership year.

The EGM will be followed by the Summer Social, BBQ and Raffle

Directions and travel suggestions for the AGM, EGM and Summer
Social and BBQ
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
As stated above, the 2015 AGM and EGM
will be followed by the Summer Social, BBQ
and Raffle. This will also be your
opportunity to say a ‘goodbye’ to Neville
and Trish and to chat about the last 20
years of CDXC.
Here is some helpful stuff about getting to
Rutland, England’s smallest mainland
county, and some information about
facilities in the area.
How to get to Oakham the county town of
Rutland:
From the North: I have always found that
one of the most reliable and easy ways
from the North is to get onto the A1/A1M
and come south past Grantham and on
until you see signs to Oakham via the
B668.
From the South: Either get on to the M1
and come north to M1 J15, Northampton
and follow the signs to Kettering, then
A6003 to Corby and on to Oakham. Or get
onto the A1/M1 and follow the signs to the
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north. After the end of the A1M just 4 miles
after Peterborough take the exit onto the
A47, west, signposted Leicester. In about 12
miles at Uppingham turn onto the A6003
signposted Oakham.
From the East: Get onto the A47 and drive
west past Peterborough. At the A1/A47
junction go straight on and follow the A47
west. Then as latterly ‘From the South’
above.
From the West: Get onto the M6 south and
continue to the Catthorpe interchange exit
onto the A14 signposted Kettering. Proceed
to Kettering and exit onto the A43
signposted Peterborough. In about 4 miles
join the A6003 north signposted Corby and
Oakham. Follow the A6003 to Oakham.
Local Directions to Wing Village Hall:
We plan to have the CDXC flag available to
show the location – watch out for that.
Have a SatNav? Enter postcode LE15 8SA
and that will take you straight there. No
SatNav? Here are the directions from

Oakham which lies about 4 miles to the
north of Wing which is just north of the
town of Uppingham. Proceed on the A6003
south from Oakham and in about 2 miles at
the top of the hill turn left onto Lyndon
Road, signposted Manton. In about 200
metres, just on entering Manton village,
turn right onto Wing road. Wing is about
1.5 miles and the Village Hall is straight
through on the right on Morcott Road.
Parking:
There is ample parking behind the Village
Hall and on the village field directly behind
the Hall or just on the village streets. Please
follow the signage and park where
indicated.
Local Attractions :
Fancy staying overnight and seeing the local
sights? Rutland is very pretty. It is probably
best known for its water reservoir, Rutland
Water, where you can enjoy bird watching,
fly fishing, cycle around the water and
indulge in various water sports. More
information is available here:
http://www.discoverrutland.co.uk/discover-rutland/rutlandwater Rutland has are many villages and
most have excellent pubs serving food.
Local Accommodation:
Wing has an excellent pub with limited
accommodation, The Kings Arms. Details

are here: http://www.thekingsarmswing.co.uk . The village has a campsite at
Wing Hall Caravan and Camping. See:
http://www.winghall.co.uk/camping.html
Otherwise there is much local
accommodation available, all viewable on
the Web. Note that you will require to book
in advance as July gets very busy with
tourists.
Other Stuff:
1. Bring friends and family and car share
to keep costs down.
2. No need to bring chairs to the venue.
Bring your own wine and beer for
personal consumption if required but
no spirits, please.
3. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
available on arrival from 11.00 and
before departure from 15.00. The
Social closes at 16.30 and all members
need to be off site by 17.00.
4. There will be the usual raffle which
will be drawn around 15.30.
Any questions? Drop an email to Gordon
g3usr@btinternet.com.
I look forward to seeing many members at
Wing and to having a great day of
fellowship and fun.

Any changes to your CDXC membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your
x
x
x

Postal address?
E-mail address?
Telephone number?

With a bit of hassle we can usually track these down, but it takes time.
So please advise Secretary Tony, G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of any such changes.
He will also advise you of any new passwords to access CMIS.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new and re-joining members:

Callsign

Name

QTH

Callsign

Name

QTH

AA4FL

Jay Garlitz

Hawthorne, FL

K3VN

Al Hernandez

Melbourne, FL

AA4NN

Joe Blackwell

Lake Wylie, SC

K4MM

Tom Colyard

AD7KG

Jed Petrovich

South Jordan,
UT

Port Saint Lucie,
FL

K4ZLE

Jay Slough

Lebanon, OH

CU3DJ

Marco Melo

Dover (UK)

K5WQG

Eddy Reynolds

Tomball, TX

DD2CW

Jef Claes

Gundremminge

K6TD

Kevin Rowett

Cupertino, CA

DL4CF

Joe Vollbrecht

Nebra

K6TU

Stu Phillips

Woodside, CA

DL5EBE

Dom Weiel

Diepholz

K6XT

Art Charette

La Plata, CO

DL6KVA

Axel Schernikau

Rostock

K7XV

Lynn Smith

Lehi, UT

DL8OH

Dieter Schuster

Wangerland

K9CT

Craig Thompson

Trivoli, IL

F5ROP

Fred Ponge

Villeurbanne

K9GY

Eric Hall

Lansing, IL

F5UFX

Seb Poulenard

St Paul sur
Yenne

K9NW

Mike Tessmer

Hamilton, OH

F6EXV

Paul Granger

Talence

KE4KY

Glenn Petri

Fisherville, KY

G0DQS

Mike Glen

Dursley

KI6CG

George
Staudacher

Grass Valley, CA

G0DRM

David Cookson

Crewe

KK6EK

Bob Schmieder

G0UIH

Steve Lawman

Barnwell

Walnut Creek,
CA

G3YOU

John Garrett

Tonbridge

KY7M

Lee Finkel

Phoenix, AZ

G4DBN

Neil Smith

Goole

M0OSA

David Smith

Huddersfield

G7KFQ

Nick Camp

Newquay

M6KMJ

Mark Beasley

Bristol

GW0IWD

Alan Aston

Pwllheli

HB9OCR

Marco Hardmeier

Sorengo

HK1R

Jorge Prieto

Barranquilla

I2VGW

Gabriele Villa

Milano

IZ2KXC

Fab Zanarotti

Ispra

JA1WSX

Hiro Ide

Tokyo

K0CL

Larry Gerbaz

Garfield, CO

K0XE

Barry Brents

K2RD

Ira Stoler
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MW0VRQ Steve Trahearn

Barry

N2OO

Bob Schenck

Tuckerton, NJ

N2TU

Lou Dietrich

Mooresville, NC

N7RC

Dick Courtway

Marysville, CA

NC6Q

Bob Grubic

Signal Hill, CA

NT4H

Paul Weiss

Toney, AL

N6HE

Ray Day

Rancho Palos
Verdes, CA

Boulder, CO

NQ7R

Tom Kramer

Portland, OR

Reno, NV

NV9L

Valerie Hotzfeld

Crescent City, IL

New Members (cont.)
OH2BMH

Timo Tapaninen

Hyvinkaa

VU2BGS

Gajendra Kumar

Bangalore

OK2IT

Jiri Čulák

Pole

VU2CDP

Deepak Pathak

Mumbai

ON4HIL

Patrick Godderie

Genk

VU2NKS

Nandu Kishore

Maharashtra

ON4IA

Luc Kerkhofs

Meeuwen

W0GJ

Glenn Johnson

Calmar, IA

ON6CC

Marc Cosemans

Lommel

W1SRD

Steve Dyer

San Mateo, CA

ON7RN

Eric
Vancraenbroeck

Bruxelles

W1YRC

Bob Beaudet

Cumberland, RI

Kenneth
Hemstedt

W2LK

Les Kalmus

Ulster Park, NY

OZ1IKY

Copenhagen
W4VKU

Cary, NC

PA3EXX

Johan Willemsen

Wieringerwerf

Krish
Kanakasapapathi

S21AM

Manjur Haque

Dhaka

W5PF

Paul Frantz

Montgomery, TX

SM6CUK

Lars Persson

Dalsjofors

W6KK

Charlie Frantz

Alta Loma, CA

SM6CVX

Hans Hjelmström

Karlsborg

W6UC

Phil Krise

Bakersfield, CA

SP3DOI

Les Fabjanski

Ostrow Wlkp.

W7LEB

Gerry Peterson

Salt Lake City,
UT

UA3AB

Andy Chesnokov

Moscow

W8GEX

Joe Pater

Oxford, OH

VA3MJR

David Ross

Hamilton, ON

WC6DX

Will Costello

Monterey, CA

VA7DX

Neil King

Vancouver, BC

WK3N

James Scott

Hartstown, PA

VE3CFK

Chet Latawiec

Sarnia, ON

WX4G

Bob Brockman

North Point, FL

VO1HP

Frank Davis

St Johns, NL

ZS1S

Paul Johnson

Cape Town

CDXC: The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating,
through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement
awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership:

Full details are available from the Secretary.

Subscription:

£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40
Euros).
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year.

Digest:

Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the
Editor by the published deadline.

Website:

http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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Treasurer’s Tune
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
It’s that time again when I need to draw to
members’ attention to the Annual
Accounts. Below you will find DRAFT
Accounts and brief comments on the
financial highlights of the year just ended.
Annual Accounts: Year to 31st March, 2015
The final Audited, CDXC Accounts for the
year ended 31st March, 2015 will be
presented at the AGM in July, however,
there will be little time for Members to
consider these audited accounts prior to
the Meeting. So, as in previous years, I am
publishing DRAFT Accounts which comprise
an Income & Expenditure Account for the
year ended 31st March, 2015 and a Balance
Sheet as at that date.
DRAFT means that these accounts, which
will be reviewed by your Committee on 9th
May, 2015, remain subject to amendment,
to Committee Approval and to Audit by the
Club Auditor, Nigel Knapton, G1JKE.
The DRAFT accounts result for the year is an
excess of Expenditure over Income of
£1,670. The main changes from the prior
year are as follows:
Income items
Subscription income is up over 8% largely in
line with increased membership;
Digest advertising income is up thanks to
continued support from our regular
advertisers and a new advertiser;
The 2014 Summer Social although a very
enjoyable event had net income down by
one-third on the previous year at £1,006.
This was due to the lower attendance most probably due to the poor weather;
Bank Interest was surprisingly buoyant due
to our cash being largely in a local Building
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Society rather than languishing in a High
Street Bank at a derisory rate; and
Donations were the ‘hero’ Income item this
year, up fourfold at £2,462. Thanks
particularly to generous equipment
donations from current and an SK member,
this year’s total is an all-time high.
Expenditure Items
Digest Costs increased by just over 20% due
to the increase in membership numbers
and our decision to adopt coloured covers
as a standard. Your Committee continues to
ensure the quality of the Digest whilst
containing its costs. To this end we aim to
have an average of 48 pages per edition
across the year – this year was slightly
above that. In addition we have recently
started using soft copy historical Digests (in
place of posting hard copies) for marketing
mail outs, saving print and postage costs.
DXpedition Sponsorship expenditure at
£8,654 was £2,319 more than the prior year
(+35%) and ended the year at 148% of
budget. This should not be viewed as
profligate but as the result of a deliberate
decision. Your committee were well aware
of the fortunate influx of donations this
year and decided that as a number of big,
high profile DXpeditions were requesting
funds that it was appropriate to make
substantial donations. Navassa and the
upcoming activations of Heard and the
South Georgia and South Sandwich islands
merit CDXC’s full support. We gave it and
used some of our reserves.
Sponsorship has continued to include
pledges to 2nd tier IOTAs this year and
accordingly we have reduced our support of
IREF to minimise duplication.

Marketing & Mailshot costs have been
tightly managed and at £ 898 were 60% of
last year.

Methods of Paying your Subscription: (In
order of Preference)
For UK Members - £18 subscription

Balance Sheet Items
The reserve for Subscriptions Paid in
Advance has necessarily increased by £750
to reflect the significant increase in
membership over the last year;

Pay by Standing Order

The requirement for DX Sponsorship
reserves increased this year due to there
being three pledges (totalling £3,083)
outstanding at 31st Match, 2015 including
two of over £1,000 each (2014 – four
pledges totalling £1,050); and

This is the easiest way to ensure that your
membership does not lapse. Standing
orders can usually be set up using on-line
banking. CDXC’s bank sort code is 60:60:02
and the account number 44532385. Please
quote your call sign as the reference. If you
set up a Standing Order, please notify the
Secretary, Tony G4LDL. He will then update
your record to avoid you getting repeated
reminder emails.

Accumulated Net Current Assets of £10,007
indicate a continuing healthy financial
position and a continued sufficiency of
working capital to meet the immediate
needs of the Club. Final audited accounts
will be proposed for adoption by members
at the AGM on 18th July, 2015. If you have
any queries or comments, please email me
at treasurer@cdxc.org.uk to allow me to
research an explanation and reply. I will
also answer questions at the AGM.

Pay by Direct Bank Transfer or By Cheque
or Cash using a Pay-In slip at your local
bank branch

Honorary Auditor
Nigel Knapton, G1JKE is the CDXC Auditor
and his 2014/15 Report will be presented at
the AGM.

Send your cheque to G3USR, QTHR in the
Digest Committee page.

Subscriptions Level for 2014/15
Given the continuing sufficiency of working
capital, subscriptions will again be held at
current levels for 2015/16. However, late
payment of members’ subscriptions this
year will again be rigorously followed up to
identify resignations as soon as possible
and to reduce non-productive committee
activities.

Log onto the Club WEB site at
CDXC.ORG.UK and follow on-screen
instructions to renew your subscription.
Note that we incur a fee of almost £1 when
you pay this way – if you use it please
consider making a small additional
contribution to offset the cost.

Please note that subscriptions become due
on 1st July – but you can pay anytime!
Please pay promptly. The alternative ways
to make your payment are as follows:
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Make an on-line transfer of £18 to CDXC’s
account or take your cheque for £18 made
payable to CDXC to your local NatWest
branch. Use a pay-in slip with the above
bank details. Please quote your call sign as
the reference.
Mail your Cheque for £18 made payable to
CDXC

Make payment by PayPal Using Your
Account or Credit Card

For Overseas Members - £24 Subscription
If you have a UK bank account,
Pay as per UK above.
If you do not have a UK bank account
Make payment by PayPal Using Your
PayPal Account or your Credit / Debit Card

Log onto the Club WEB site at
CDXC.ORG.UK and follow the on-screen
instructions to renew.
Mail $45 US or €30 in cash to the Treasurer
at the address in your latest Digest.

Note that you do not have to wait until 1st
July to pay – you can renew at any time.
Why not do it right now after reading this?
And then relax!

Unaudited DRAFT CDXC Annual Accounts - 2014 / 15 (Note 4)
Income & Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st March
2015

2014

Income (£’s)
Members Subscriptions

16,556

15,298

Advertising

Note 1

3,238

2,777

Annual Dinner Income

1,692

1,415

Summer Social

1,006

1,460

Donations Received

2,462

600

210

342

20

25

25,184

21,917

14,489

11,857

8,654

6,335

Interest Received
Misc. Other Net Income
Total Income
Expenditure
Digest Print and Distribution
DXpedition Sponsorship

Note 2

Annual Dinner Costs

1,712

1,401

Trophies & Awards

201

200

CMIS - Wild Apricot Costs

662

725

Marketing & Mailshots

898

1,519

Misc. Expenses

192

258

RSGB Affiliation

47

47

26,855

22,343

(1,670)

(426)

Accumulated Surplus brought forward

11,677

12,103

Accumulated Surplus carried forward

10,007

11,677

Total Expenditure
Net Surplus / (Deficit) for the year
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March
2015

2014

23,792

23,071

0

0

23,792

23,071

Subscriptions Paid in Advance

5,450

4,700

Print Costs Reserve

4,240

4,240

DXpedition Sponsorship

3,083

1,050

Current Assets

Note 3

Cash at Bank & PayPal
Amounts receivable
Total Current Assets
Less:
Current Liabilities - Creditors, Provisions & Reserves

Other Creditors

Net current assets
Representing Reserves
Income & Expenditure account

Note 5

1,012

1,404

13,785

11,394

10,007

11,677

10,007

11,677

Notes to the Accounts
1. 2014/15 subscription income has been appraised by a review of subscriptions pre-paid
beyond 31st March, 2015 as the membership year ends on 30th June. An additional
provision of £ 750 was required.
2. DXpedition sponsorship is charged in the accounts of the year in which sponsorship is
pledged. Pledges which remain unpaid at the year-end are recognised by provisions
carried forward.
3. CDXC does not capitalise assets held such as loan equipment but writes them off when
incurred. Therefore, there is no need for Fixed Assets or Annual Depreciation to be
recognised in the Accounts.
4. These accounts are Draft and subject to correction, to review and approval by the CDXC
Committee and to Audit Review before they become final. These actions will be
completed before the AGM.
5. Other Creditors at 31st March 2015 include £ 670 which was donated to CDXC in
2014/15. This amount will be utilised from time to time to satisfy DXpedition Sponsorship
requests which match special conditions stipulated by the donor which relate to upload
of logs to LOTW and other QSL related criteria.
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Supplementary Information - DXpedition Sponsorship, 2014/15
£’s
Western Kiribati

T30D

300

Vanuatu

YJ0X

250

Tambelan Islands, OC-122

YF1AR/5

100

Bathurst Island, OC173

VK5CE/8

100

Sandy Isl OC-243 & Matthew Isl OC-218

VK6ISL & TX4A

200

Andaman Isl

VU4KV

250

Nicobar Isl

VU4CB

100

Marquesas

TX6G

350

Iran - Kish Isl AS-166

EP6T

350

Navassa - $2,000 US

K1N

IREF - $625 US

Various IOTAs

424

ClubLog

Annual Donation

500

Guana Key Pelikan

PJ7PK

100

Cocos Island

TI9/3Z9DX

300

Juan Fernandez Islands

3G0ZC

500

Chesterfield Island

TX3X

Heard Island - $ 2,000 US

VK0EK

1,333

South Georgia & South Sandwich

VP8/G & VP8/S

1,000

Indonesian IOTAs OC-106, 107, 109

YB4IR/5

150

Nauru

C21EU

250

Net Roundings & PayPal Charges
Per Income & Expenditure Accounts

1,312

750

35
8,654

OFFICIAL ML&S NEW STORE LAUNCH PARTY
After 25 glorious years of business, Martin Lynch and his team recently moved to a brand new
store in Staines-Upon-Thames near Heathrow. The official open day and launch party for the
new store has now been confirmed as Saturday June 6th 2015. On this date, ML&S will be
having extra special in-store deals as well as free refreshments, hot dogs and burgers to create
a real street party feel! The store will be open from 8am until 4pm on June the 6th and
everyone is welcome!
Pictures of the big new store are at: http://tinyurl.com/pc42sep [Ed: you don’t need to sign in
to view the pictures].
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
x Upcoming “Top-Ten” Wanted
DXpeditions
x Heading South for BERU
x Scanning half a million QSL cards
Upcoming Top-Ten DXpeditions: six
months not to be missed
The six months between September 2015
and March 2016 are expected to provide a
bountiful feast of major DX operations from
several of the Top-Ten most-wanted
countries. Rankings included here are “Club
Log Global”.
Heard Island VK0EK (5th) is expected to be
active in Nov/Dec, followed by Bouvet 3Y0F
(2nd) at some time before Christmas. A
DXpedition to Palmyra KP5 (10th) has
recently been announced for January 2016,
which is the same month as the twin
operations from South Georgia (9th) VP8SGI
and South Sandwich (3rd) VP8STI are
scheduled.
There is also a tentative SSB-only operation
by 3Z9DX from North Korea (1st) in January
or February 2016. Any announcement of a
DXpedition to North Korea, particularly so
far in advance, can only be met with polite
scepticism. Sometime ago Eric K6VVA
publicised plans for a purported multiisland IOTA operation from North Korea
(P5). But nothing came of it. Other wouldbe P5 DXpeditioners (Hrane YT1AD) have
even shown at DX conferences a ‘licence’
that they have purportedly received from
North Korea, but again, nothing ever came
of it. There needs to be plenty of cautious
circumspection around any plans
(particularly those published far in advance)
to operate from P5, the most wanted
country on the planet.
G3TXF carelessly failed to work North Korea
when it was relatively easily available
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(P5/4L4FN) back in 2002. For this sin of
omission G3TXF has been punished by
being stuck for years on “339 Worked”,
never able to move forward with that last
one to the 340 full house.
In March 2016 there is also an operation
scheduled for Juan de Nova FR/J (7th). If all
these DXpeditions do happen, including
both Bouvet and North Korea, seven of the
Top-Ten most wanted countries will be
active in the six months between
September 2015 and March 2016. This
must be some sort of a record. And if that is
not enough, there’ll be a Chesterfield
(TX3X) operation in October 2015. At a
mere 23rd place in the Club Log Global
Rankings, Chesterfield hardly seems rare in
comparison with the planned DXpeditions
to seven of the “Top-Ten”!
Heading South for BERU
There must be something special about the
Commonwealth Contest. This year was the
ninth year that G3TXF has contrived to be
active from a Commonwealth country for
BERU. Usually it has been from one of the
many Commonwealth countries which are
islands. However for 2015 we headed for
Southern Africa and operated from Namibia
as V5/G3TXF.
The operation was made possible by Martin
V51W who has a large station located miles
from anywhere in central Namibia. Martin
and his xyl Ursi had kindly invited Anneliese
and me to visit them for the
Commonwealth Contest weekend. Martin
V51W retired to Namibia from Germany
about eighteen years ago, and has built up
a huge game hunting farm.
Curiously for a Commonwealth Contest all
conversation during the entire stay with
Martin and Ursi was in German. My wife

Anneliese is Austrian and together with our
hosts everybody spoke German. There are
still many Germans living in Namibia, which
was a former German colony.
Our journey to Namibia was via Cape Town.
I had been in Cape Town just six months
earlier on the way back from the Tristan da
Cunha ZD9XF operation. During this latest
visit I was able to meet up again with Paul
ZS1S who had also been operating on
Tristan. As luck would have it, the Cape
Town radio club were holding a flea-market
at their club station during our visit. Not
only was I able to meet a good number of
ZS1s, but I was also able to operate briefly
from their club-station in the suburbs of
Cape Town. I also met up with long-time
CDXC Member and DX-peditioner Barry
ZS1FJ who was at the ZS1 flea-market.
Windhoek, the capital of Namibia, is two
hours flying time north of Cape Town. Just a
couple of weeks before leaving I had
applied for a V5 licence (Namibia is not
CEPT). Nick G3RWF had kindly provided me
with the details of the person in charge of
licensing. After exchanging a few E-mails,
my V5/G3TXF licence was issued. Another
local Klaus V51L (also an ex-pat DL and who
lives in Windhoek) kindly offered to collect
the licence for me, which he duly did.
Namibia is a large country with a relatively
small population. Distances are huge. It
took about five hours to drive from the
airport to V51W’s QTH. Although the main
highways are good throughout Namibia,
the last 50km of our journey to Martin’s
remote farm QTH was along a dirt track.
There is wildlife in abundance in Namibia.
We saw countless animals including oryx,
warthogs, impala and giraffes during the
drive to V51W’s remote QTH.
Martin V51W has two stations on his vast
farm. The stations are about 10km apart.
One of the stations is right by the main
farm buildings and the second station,
which includes a large moon-bounce array

19

for 6m as well as numerous HF antennas, is
on higher ground at an even remoter spot.
For the Commonwealth Contest I had taken
along my K3 as well as the usual station
accessories. Martin V51W provided his
excellent antennas and an amplifier. As well
as several high towers with various monoband and multi-band yagis, at V51W there
are also three, yes, three huge rhombic
antennas. I had never used a rhombic
before. Quite an experience. With the
many lobes from a rhombic the RF seems to
go all over the place! The four sides of the
two larger rhombics at V51W are each
160m long.
With local time being two hours ahead of
GMT, BERU operating times (midday to
midday local) are highly civilised. No early
pre-dawn BERU starts as in the Caribbean.
In most BERUs I have usually fallen asleep
for an hour or so at some point. But this
year I was able to operate for the full 24
hours without any significant breaks.
The Great Circle map from Southern Africa
reminds you that you are pretty remote
from the major centres of BERU activity. It
was nice to be able to work a few ZS
stations, 9J2BO, 5X1XA and 5Z4LS as
relative locals, but everyone else in BERU is
a long way away from Namibia.
Scanning half a million QSL cards
Several years ago a major effort was made
to get all the old G3TXF paper logs (dating
back to 1965) typed up in order to have an
electronic version of the entire log.
Eventually the complete log was up-loaded
to both LoTW and Club Log. Although
getting these old logs typed up (even using
the very effective log entry program FLE
[Ed: http://www.df3cb.com/fle/]) was
laborious and time consuming it was well
worth the effort. Being able to ‘see’ any of
the old QSOs on the screen is a great
pleasure. There is a huge satisfaction in
having all your logs in electronic format.

OK, so that’s the logs done. What about the
QSLs? G3TXF has a large collection of QSLs,
most of which are tidily filed away in
fourteen steel office cabinets. There are
close to 500,000 cards in the collection. As
well as G3TXF’s own cards, the collection
also includes the cards received from
numerous DXpeditions (the first being
3V8NC in 1969). There are also cards from
various contest operations, including,
among others, several years’ worth of
GB5HQ and GB7HQ cards. Ten years ago a
garden office was specially designed and
purpose built in order to house the ever
expanding G3TXF QSL Collection.
Work has now started on scanning the
entire G3TXF QSL Collection. This is a major
task. A special scanner has been purchased.
The scanner handles different sized and

different thickness cards together in
batches. Cards are scanned on both sides,
and the resultant files are being carefully
stored (and backed-up). The first cards to
be scanned (and eventually binned, yes,
binned!) are the most recent DXpedition
cards. Progress is being made with the
scanning of the DXpedition cards (working
backwards, starting from last September’s
ZD9XF operation). All cards received for
DXpeditions since 2009 have now been
scanned. That leaves the cards from
another forty years’ worth of DXpeditions
back to 1969 (as well as all G3TXF’s own
cards) still to be scanned. Yes, this QSL
scanning project is going to be a huge task.
But, just like typing up those logs, it is going
to be well worth it. Eventually.

VK5CE/P IOTA OC-220 – St Peter Island – March 29 to April 1 2015
Craig Edwards VK5CE
St Peter Island lies in relatively shallow
water 5km from the mainland. The island is
part of the Nuyts Archipelago Conservation
Park while the waters surrounding its
shores are in the Nuyts Archipelago Marine
Park. St Peter Island is classified as an
Important Bird Area so identified
by BirdLife International because it
supports over 1% of the world populations
of Short-tailed Shearwaters, White-faced
Storm-Petrels and Pied Oystercatchers. The
biggest concern is that St Peters Island has
a large population of Black Tiger Snakes and
the mortality rate of this snake is up to
60%, considering I was by myself on the
island I needed to take great precautions to
avoid this venomous snake.
This was a one man operation in the classic
tent and generator DXpedition style. After 2
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days of driving I arrived in the town of
Ceduna in the remote far west of South
Australia. St Peter Island was only a 30
minute charter boat ride from Ceduna, I
had so much gear that it actually took
longer to load the boat than the boat ride
itself. There was concern that I wouldn’t be
able to land on the island on Sunday due to
the tide times and forecasts of winds
coming from an unfavourable direction.
Fortunately there were no winds on the
Sunday morning and the seas were like
glass.
To sustain life and build a station to put out
a good signal requires a lot of equipment
and I had to bring extra food, water and
fuel in case the weather and tides didn’t
allow a pick up on the agreed day of
Thursday morning. The captain and his wife

held the boat in place and passed gear from
the boat as I carried equipment in thigh
high water and up to the beach. So as you
can imagine it took a lot of effort to offload
the gear from the boat to the beach
especially those 25L water containers and
20L fuel containers.

at high tide at this time of the morning the
water was just lapping at the base of the
wooden support pole. Over the next 2.5
hours 10m was open to North America and
Japan which was lots of fun, especially after
0000 UTC when the contest was finally
over.

Once I offloaded the gear onto the beach,
the boat departed and I was alone on this
uninhabited island for 4 days. I was pretty
exhausted and I hadn’t even started
building camp yet. It was a hot day and with
absolutely no breeze, the offloading of gear
and building camp and erecting antennas
on the beach was so exhausting.

On day 2 when 10m closed at 0200 UTC
(12:30pm) it was really oppressive in the
tent with the weather. There no wind again
this day and my little temperature gauge
was revealing the scary reading of 42.5
degrees C!!!!! It was fair to reflect back now
and realise that during this second day I
was experiencing heat stroke. After trying
to rest, rehydrate and recover I was back
on 20m at 0600 UTC (4:30pm local) where
it was still 42 degrees C in the tent to see if
long path to Europe and short path
North/South America was open. Over the
next two hours it was mainly JA and the EU
big guns getting in the log but I then
changed to 15m where signals from Europe
were quite good over the next 4 hours. At
1200 UTC I decided to QSY to 20m to make
myself available for North America. I did
this because 15m at this time gives Asia and
Europe the opportunity to make a QSO, but
by being on 20m it gives the whole world a
chance. Signals from North America were
good and the east coast were getting into
the log as well as Europe and Asia, the fun
continued for another 7.5 hours at 1945
UTC (5:45am). After 14 hours on the air I
went to bed at 6:30am local time.

By 0730 UTC (6:00pm local time) I was
finally on the air on 20m SSB. It was the
second day of the WPX SSB contest and so I
had to operate simplex and even then there
was massive QRM problems and the QSO
rate wasn’t great because people were
asking for contest numbers. At grey line
sunset on 0900 UTC as advertised I went to
40m to try for North America but this only
yielded 33 stations in 45 minutes so I went
to 20m and had a good run of North
America, Asia and Europe for 5 hours. The
QRM from Europe in the WPX was
eventually too much, a brief visit to 17m
only yielded 33 stations in 30 minutes. So
after a very tiring station set up followed by
8 hours of operating it was time to collapse
in bed at 1600 UTC (2:30am local). I was up
again at 2230 UTC on 15m but it mainly
produced JA for an hour so I tried 10m at
2330 UTC, I figured people would still be
around for the last half hour of the contest
so I could see what band conditions were
like there.
I built the 10m vertical dipole very close to
the water and I decided that if the tide
knocked it over, then so be it because I
built the other antennas at a spot on the
highest possible tide mark so that they’d be
safe. The good thing about a 10m vertical
dipole made of aluminium piping is that it’s
lightweight enough to avoid guying and so
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Call me crazy but I decided to wake up 3
hours later because I had to give 10m a try
again to get North Americans in the log. So I
started day 3 at 2330 UTC (10:00am local), I
wasn’t really awake and hit the auto CQ
button and I swear to God a station came
back to me after the first call and then a
nice run into North America and JA
occurred until 0200 UTC just like yesterday.
This was fantastic because now I knew I had
2 periods of getting W/VE’s into the log,
namely 10m at 2300-0200 UTC and 20m at

1100-1400 UTC. So it was 0300 UTC on day
3 and based on propagation I knew that I
needed to be on the air as late as 1900 UTC
and it was 37 degrees in the tent and I was
sleep deprived already. So I tried to
rest/sleep from 0300 to 0600 UTC (1:30pm
to 4:30pm local).
When I woke up and had a meal it was
0700 UTC in my late afternoon and I
decided to try 10m for Europe considering
this band was so good in my mornings for
North America. Well a great European pile
up resulted from 0700 to 1100 UTC and
then it was time to visit 20m. Yet again
conditions were great and lots of North
America got in the log along with
Scandinavian stations early on and then the
whole of Europe was coming in later on. In
the 1700 UTC onwards period a lot of QSOs
were made with the UK including CDXC
members and the band closed at 2000 UTC.
So it was wonderful to have another long
session with me being in the chair non-stop
for 13 hours. The only problem was that it
was 2000 UTC/6:30am local and I had to be
on the air at 2300 UTC/9:30am local for
10m North America. Hello more sleep
deprivation……
I didn’t end up using 30m because 20m
stayed open so late and trying 80m at
sunrise just wasn’t practical as I needed to
sleep for a few hours and then be on the air
for 3 hours in the mid morning every day.
So day 4 pretty much followed the same
successful pattern as the previous day, 10m
into North America/Asia from 2300 to 0200
UTC, then rest and try to grab some sleep
which was easier to do because it was
much cooler on day 4. The only problem
was that the wind really was quite strong
and I needed to secure the camp in the
afternoon rain showers. Then 10m was
open again to Europe from 0730 to 1030
UTC, it was a bit early for 20m so I hit 15m
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at 1030 UTC to 1230 UTC for Europe/JA and
went to 20m at 1230 UTC until the last QSO
at 1816 UTC.
My way of judging my IOTA DXpeditions is
to aim for 1000 QSO’s per day and have
greater than 10% of the total with North
America and to also focus on two bands to
maximise opportunities with the whole
world whilst at the same time minimising
people logging me on multiple bands and
giving stations with modest set-ups a
chance.
So after 3.5 days of operating it resulted in
4194 QSOs. The breakdown is as follows:
By Mode:
SSB 4194 QSOs

100 %

By Band
20m 2370 QSOs
10m 1303 QSOs
15m 455 QSOs
17m 33 QSOs
40m 33 QSOs

56 %
31 %
11 %
1%
1%

By Continent
Europe
Asia
North America
Oceania
Africa
South America

2598 QSOs
808 QSOs
669 QSOs
104 QSOs
11 QSOs
4 QSOs

62 %
19 %
16 %
2%
<1%
<1%

There was concern from people prior to the
DXpedition about people from Scandinavia
and the UK getting into the log due to
southern and eastern Europe having better
propagation. Many got in the log though:
226 QSOs into the United Kingdom and
Ireland
169 QSOs into Scandinavia (66 SM, 41 LA,
39 OH, 22 OZ and 1 JW).

Tromelin 2014 FT4TA – part 2
Seb Poulenard, F5UFX, Organizer & Team Leader FT4TA
[Ed: part 1 appeared in the March 2015 Digest and covered the extensive and frustrating task
of gaining permission to operate on Tromelin. The story continues with getting there and
getting on the air]
The team is expanding
The first exchanges with Interîles had
suggested the ability for the aircraft to
transport perhaps one or two extra people.
For their part, the TAAF had endorsed this
possibility. In anticipation, the medical
records of our two extra operators were
submitted to the Chief Medical Officer for
approval.

needed to live up to expectations!
Personally I knew from day one that the
team was perfectly capable of managing
the "radio" aspects once there. The little
time left was fully used to recheck each
document with all the authorities and the
various providers to ensure that our aircraft
could take off and bring the team on
Tromelin as scheduled on 30 October 2014.

The news came just a week before
departure. We asked Guillaume, F4FET, to
join us in Mayotte. This additional person
was definitely a plus to the team.

All systems go, but experience has shown
us that a turnaround can happen.

Departure
The last week of October finally came! Seb,
F5UFX, Flo, F5CWU, Frank, F4AJQ, and Fred,
F5ROP, left France - destination Mayotte.
Michel, FM5CD, whom we briefly saw in
Paris, flew on another airline. We were
greeted by Vincent, F4BKV, on site as he
had been there for a few days to participate
in the CQ WW SSB. At the hotel, we met
with Guillaume, F4FET.
The atmosphere might have suggested
holidays of some sort but the pressure was
at its peak. We took these final moments of
respite to retest the equipment and
configurations - probably a way to occupy
our minds and manage stress. Some
contacts were made with each transmitter
to make sure none had suffered any
damage during transport.
The last briefings were long and studious.
The whole team sized up the high-stakes of
what was expected. Each item and set was
detailed, checked and reviewed. We
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By late afternoon, Claude, F5GVA, in charge
of the team that must work from the
philatelic exhibition in Paris informed us
that the mast and antenna would indeed be
installed; a happy ending for a last minute
administrative imbroglio.
Our last evening in Mayotte was spent with
our pilots and co-pilots. They too were
excited to land on Tromelin as this privilege
is usually reserved for the FAZOI (French
Armed Forces in the Southern Zone of the
Indian Ocean) pilots. They informed us that
the mandatory technical stopover would be
done in Tamatave and not in Sambava as
we had expected. In addition to a change in
the flight plan, this change was going to
lengthen the travel time by a few hours and
delay our arrival on the island.
FT4TA: let's rock!
Thursday, October 30: The night was short
as a result of the excitement that we were
experiencing due to the deadline
approaching. A quick taxi ride took us to
Dzaoudzi airport that had just opened its
doors. At this early hour, few flights were

scheduled which allowed us to check our
bags and go through the controls smoothly.
The crew that we met on arrival was
confident that the departure time,
estimated at 7:30, was still on although an
umpteenth control by the DGAC and
gendarmerie was scheduled before takeoff.
All these checks were OK, but they delayed
us by 2 hours.
The first stage of the journey took place
peacefully, each of us waiting to take off
again from Madagascar to relax. This
technical stop left us just enough time to
stamp our passports and go to the
restroom. Once the aircraft is filled up, we
immediately set course to Tromelin that
appeared on the horizon after about two
hours of flying. What a thrill! The approach
was conducted camera-in-hand to capture
this moment so long awaited. The landing
was perfect with applause aplenty.
As soon as the aircraft stopped, Patrick,
Henri and Eugene, the three TAAF officers
stationed on Tromelin came our way and
helped us unload the luggage. The crew did
not linger. The aircraft flew back to reach
Madagascar before dark. From our side we
let ourselves be tempted by a good coffee
before hitting the assembly part. Without
further delay the equipment was unpacked.
Our three crates were positioned before we
arrived on the steps of the Malagasy house,
our lodging for the duration of the mission.
Each antenna, cable, radial had been
labelled. We engaged in a race against time
to install the maximum possible antennas
before dark. Everyone knew exactly what
they had to do. Priority was given to the
160m antenna and the 2-element
multiband SteppIR. Other verticals were
summarily installed so as to use several
bands on the first night. The mounting of
other antennas, requiring more time, was
postponed until the next morning especially
since they could not have been completed
before dark. We agreed to have a break for
dinner. This was an opportunity to receive
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safety instructions and information on the
station. We did not linger. The stations
were wired, the computer network set up.
Sébastien, F5UFX, started with V51B
followed by OE3GCU. The 5 stations got
operational and were soon triggering huge
pile-ups.
Friday, October 31: The first night QSOs
allowed us to achieve more than 2,000
contacts with surprising results including
160m, even though no receiving antenna
had been installed. The pile-ups would have
been endless, but we remained reasonable
and some of us slept for a few hours in
order to be fully fit for the setup the next
days ahead.
Right at sunrise, we began the assembly
and installation of the 4 x VDA, the 4square for 40/30m, and the 80m vertical.
Each antenna was positioned at a location
approved in advance by the TAAF. We
adapted to the natural environment (bird
nests, turtle nesting holes etc.).
Working long hours under these conditions
was not without risk. Michel, FM5CD, was
mandated to remind everyone on a regular
basis to hydrate and protect themselves
from the sun. This simple task would spare
us from sunburn and sunstroke, which
would obviously have affected the result of
the operation. We postponed until the next
morning the installation of the 20m VDA,
6m yagi and the second 80m vertical as the
heat became intense.
The team split for meal breaks. They were
an opportunity for lengthy exchanges with
our hosts. We asked them many questions
to which they responded with passion. We
told them about the purpose of our mission
and our activity. Eugene, our cook, had
been a regular on Tromelin for decades.
Upon our arrival, we had recognized him
since he appeared on videos from the
previous operation (FR/ F6KDF/T). Besides,
he perfectly remembered that DXpedition
and mentioned some details and anecdotes

about the radio activity of the
meteorologists, including those of Jacques,
FR5ZU. Seb discovered with Patrick a.k.a.
“PP” the weather station facilities and
learned the procedure to send the logs and
e-mails via satellite. The tour ended in the
room where the generators were installed.
Patrick provided supervision and
maintenance. For an expedition to an island
so isolated, our conditions were ultimately
more comfortable than expected which is
good since this allowed us to focus entirely
on radio activities.
Saturday, November 1: The work done so
far by the seven members of our team was
huge, despite difficult conditions. All of the
equipment was operational. No antenna
needed adjustment, proof if any were
needed that careful preparation is not
superfluous. Propagation forecasts
prepared by Vincent were displayed and
instructions were stated a last time. From
now on, we needed to satisfy the greatest
number! Between two radio sessions, we
conducted tests to improve reception on
the low bands. The 5 main stations were on
the air. We used the backup station
installed on the bench outside as a beacon
for 6m. We soon needed to assign an
operator to that station because the band
opened up. The first openings were
towards the Middle East.
Sunday, November 2: We fully measured
the enthusiasm of the entire planet around
our project. Propagation conditions were
exceptional. The same band could open to
Japan, Europe and the United States
simultaneously. We did not let ourselves be
carried away and stuck to our original
plans.
As clear as they were, our instructions were
sometimes difficult to enforce as the world
jostled to make contact at all costs. If you
thought that the pileups seemed dense
from your side, know that you were hearing
only a small part of them. Even our
performing equipment was close to the
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limit of saturation. Despite filters,
attenuators and the experience of the
operators, we had no choice but to greatly
expand the splits. This will be true from the
first to the last day of our activity.
By late afternoon, a 200m reversible
beverage covering North America and
Europe was installed. Sceptical about the
performance of this kind of antenna in this
environment, it proved to be an ally of
choice and worked well even without a
preamplifier. Both directions allowed us to
toggle between the short path and long
path, position on which we listened to the
west coast of the USA (W6-W7) from 30m
to 160m. The second beverage stretched
towards Japan remained less efficient,
probably due to the proximity of water or
the physical setting in this direction.
Again very good openings on 6m to Asia
and in the evening to Europe. The number
of contacts increased. Five (or six) stations
kept busy the whole day. At night we kept
"only" three to allow everyone to sleep.
Monday, November 3: This was back-toschool day on Réunion Island and the first
date in a long series with students, since
each half day until Wednesday would be
devoted to a different school. The tests
carried out the day before between Frank,
F4AJQ, and Axel, FR5GS, confirmed the
feasibility of the link. The 40m band was
chosen because on one hand it offered the
best signals for short skip propagation and
secondly it was not used in these time slots.
ARRA Amateur radio operators took the
opportunity to show students in different
schools what our hobby is all about.
Journalists had been invited and again we
took the opportunity to talk about our
activity. Contacts between Frank and
amateurs in different schools started. The
Q & A took place for about an hour,
questions such as how we got there, to do
what, how did you wash, what made your
stay on Tromelin remarkable, etc.

Right after these conversations, we turned
off our generator to perform routine checks
and maintenance. We used this moment to
have lunch together and discuss the
direction to take after analysing the first
statistics and feedback from our pilot
stations. By mid-afternoon, other schools
were contacted. Everyone enjoyed the
contacts, operators, children, and teachers.
Patrick, Henry and Eugène came by and had
fun with the type of questions asked.
According to feedbacks from Axel, FR5GS,
media coverage was good. A long article
was in preparation for the local newspaper.
Tuesday, November 4: The pace was
frantic. Yet the pileup stopped suddenly.
Fred, F5ROP, found a small turtle at the
steps of the Malagasy house, probably
attracted by the lights. Since our arrival we
had been waiting for this moment. We
indeed had observed the previous days
some turtles laying eggs on the beaches at
night (the reason why we could not install
our antennas there) but this impromptu
meeting was something out of this world.
Caught and released in the ocean, we
returned to our stations where the pileup
resumed as if it had never been
interrupted.
Wednesday, November 5: At breakfast, we
received email news from Yann, F1NGP, our
QSL Manager. He just got the LOTW
certificate we applied for before we left
providing the required supporting
documents and proof of our presence on
the island when we arrived. In great
secrecy, we had decided to load the logs
during the expedition on LOTW, an
approach that was hailed by the amateur
radio world. Feedback submitted by our
pilot stations was taken into account
though sometimes contradictory. No band
was open 24 hours a day, not even 20m
which completely closed for a few hours
after our sunrise. We adapted our presence
and hours of rest around these moments of
respite. The 10m and 15m bands were
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exceptional and were the two bands that
had the longest openings. Logically enough,
we made the most of it and did not let an
opportunity go by.
Thursday, November 6: We were about to
surpass the 50,000 contacts. The day
before was the most prolific day with 8,500
QSO. As expected, the West Coast of the
United States remained the most difficult
area to contact, but we strove to make
every effort to achieve it. These efforts
were rewarded particularly on 30m and
40m long path at our sunset.
That morning, we had some rain, but not
enough to fill tens of tanks distributed
around the station. This was the first time
we had rain since our arrival. Water
management remained a key concern for
the TAAF staff. A pump system could raise
the water so it could be used for showers,
kitchen, toilet, but it could not be wasted,
especially here more than anywhere else.
The rainy season was eagerly awaited
because reserves were dwindling.
Thursday was also the first day of the
philatelic exhibition. At the time and
frequency agreed we called, somewhat
anxious. After a while, we heard the guys
back in Paris answering. The connection
was not excellent but the contact was
established! The operation would be
repeated for 4 days, morning and afternoon
until the end of the show.
Friday, November 7: That day was a bit
special since it was Flo’s birthday. For the
occasion, Eugene prepared an apple cake
and we used a second generator
maintenance check to have this meal
together. Having one’s birthday on
Tromelin is a rare privilege!
The connections with the philatelic
exhibition, in the form of fifteen-minute
exchanges came and went under excellent
conditions. Again, feedback was extremely
positive. We were told that the imminent
contact was announced through the sound
system of the show. At that moment, the

TAAF stand would become the centre of
attention. The audience held their breath
anxiously waiting to hear FT4TA on the
radio. People got interested and asked
many questions. Many wanted to speak
into the microphone. Journalists were also
present. The F6KOP members were on the
stand from the opening to the closing of
the exhibition, introducing our activity and
answering all kinds of questions.

bands. This had the effect of dramatically
slowing down our progress even though the
conditions were excellent.
The end of our sojourn nearing, we
established a dismantling schedule over
two days. On Sunday, the 20/17/15m VDAs
were folded as well as the 160m and 80m
verticals. The 4-square was dismantled;
only a long stick would be used for each
band.

Weekend of November 8 and 9: The
milestone of 60,000 contacts being reached
we immediately increased the new goal to
70,000. By chance, the 70,000th QSO would
be performed on Sunday evening with the
philatelic exhibition. Throughout the
weekend we had a steady heavy traffic
although a CW and RTTY contest paralyzed
our activity on the so-called traditional

The last night, only the 10/12m VDAs, the
SteppIR and two vertical dipoles were kept,
the very same ones that had been
employed the first night. The team
members who did not operate were
working to clean, package and store
equipment in the crates.
(to be concluded ..)

OC-296 - Tobi Island: March 11-12, 2015
Nando, IT9YRE, Claudio, I1SNW & Mike, K9AJ
The idea for this DXpedition began last July
in Windsor: Nando and I were in the
audience when Roger announced the
“new” IOTAs to be created. We had a
contact person in Koror: Danka, the same
lady who helped us w/ the arrangements
for the V63/Yap trip in 2007, was now living
in Koror, Palau.

Chicago via Tokyo. We travelled as a group
from Manila to Koror, arriving in Koror
around 2am local time on March 7.

Danka was able to locate a suitable charter
vessel - a catamaran most often used for
diving trips. She also made contact w/ the
Palau regional governor whose area of
responsibility included Tobi Island.

Our catamaran left Koror harbor around
8am on Monday, March 9. The trip took
about two days: we arrived at Tobi Island
around 11am on March 11.

Our team was composed of Nando/ IT9YRE,
Claudio/I1SNW and Mike/K9AJ. Nando’s
nephew Salvo (not a ham) came along as a
helper & photographer.
We met in the Manila airport on Friday,
March 6. Nando and team Italy arrived via
Rome and Dubai. Mike arrived from
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We spent several days purchasing supplies
(generator, hardware, power cords, food,
water etc). We also met the governor and
paid $1,500, the previously agreed upon
amount for our permit to visit Tobi Island.

Tobi Island has a population of 13. The
governor had told the community to expect
us and, using their power boat, they helped
us transfer all our gear & supplies: first to
shore, then to our operating position. We
had previously requested an operating site
near the water. We were allowed to
operate from a now unused medical clinic a

short walk from the landing site. This
location overlooked the beach.
We set up our antennas: vertical dipoles
for each band 30m to 15m. The 30m
antenna was right at the water’s edge and
was in the water at high tide. The other
antennas were on a bluff that overlooked
the beach.
After a few “CQs”, we were spotted and
“off to the races”. JAs were loud and always
there. EU pile-ups were large and generally
undisciplined. Unfortunately, the openings
to NA were generally during the EU
openings, but the EU stations could not
hear the NA stations so once a NA caller
found a “hole” in the pile-up, we could pick
out other NA callers at/near the same
frequency.
We were QRV around the clock, often using
three stations, taking an hour now and then
to nap. Propagation “died” during midday,
as is typical for equatorial locations.

The weather on Tobi Island was very hot
and humid, as one might expect so near the
equator. We had no rain during our stay on
the island. The people were friendly and
very helpful. We left our newly purchased
2kW generator & accessories as a gift to the
Tobi Island community.
The return trip to Koror was difficult due to
rough seas caused by the typhoon that had
just devastated Vanuatu. We arrived back
in Koror after dark on Sunday evening,
March 15.
In just under 40 hours of operation, we
made 3,704 QSOs:
T88TI (IT9YRE)
T88GI (I1SNW)
T88XX (K9AJ)

1,506 (SSB)
542 (SSB)
1,656 (CW)

A big “Thank You” to IREF for supporting
this activation.

We went QRT after Claudio’s 15m opening
to NA on Thursday morning, March 13.

The EP6T Story
Kostas Stamatis, SV1DPI
“Hey… Where I am?” I shake my head as I
was in deep sleep. “Oh yes… I am in
airplane. But in which airplane?”. I flew
eight aeroplanes to go to Kish Island and
return back home. I was over 20 hours in
an airplane and also over 20 hours in a car.
I turned my head and I saw Ron, PA3EWP
beside me. He was sleeping also. I searched
for the other guys. I feel better when I
count them one by one. “What an
adventure” I told to myself… “fifteen days
shrunk to one looong day”.
Our story started more than three years
earlier. When Patrick, ON4HIL and the
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other guys of the Rockall group, decided to
make their next target a DXpedition to
IRAN (EP) a possibility. Patrick had made
numerous calls, sent hundreds of e-mails
and letters, and finally made some trips to
be able finally to get a license to operate
from Iran and give an All Time New One
(ATNO) to many hams. I joined with the
Rockall team after Patrick invited me and I
had the opportunity to live a unique
experience. I know that many of you
would like to be in my place and sincerely
I wish you have the chance in the future.
The participation in a well-organised

DXpedition is a life’s dream for every radio
amateur...
Iran is one of the oldest countries in our
planet, also known as Persia. It is
located in Western Asia. It is the second
largest nation in the Middle East with 78.4
million inhabitants. Unfortunately only 13
of them are radio amateurs or and have a
license to operate (there are more hams
having a call but waiting for a license to
operate). Iran is the home to one of the
world’s oldest civilizations but it is
known today mainly for the largest
proven gas reserves in the world. On the
south of Iran and at the entry of the Persian
Gulf is where our destination was located:
Kish Island (AS-166 for IOTA). Kish has a
free trade zone status and is marketed as a
consumer’s paradise, with numerous malls,
shopping centres, tourist spots and hotels.
It was ranked among the world’s ten most
beautiful islands by the “New York Times”
in 2010.
Of course we went there not to admire the
beauties of the Island but to build our
antennas, operate, give a new one to many
people and to enjoy our wonderful hobby
of ham radio. The ham radio community
was waiting for us anxiously and we knew
that prior to getting on the air. We arrived
at Imam Homeini airport in Teheran at
midnight on Thursday 15th. It was a real
pain and a long procedure to pass the
controls in the Customs Hall. We needed to
open almost every suitcase and explain
what every item inside was. I think they
stopped asking when they saw more than
one suitcase filled with thousands of
metres of wire! When we left the airport,
we had the thought that nothing will be
able to stop us now.
It is Friday morning and we are in our hotel
in Kish, we have all the documents we need
and we started to build the antennas.
According to our plan, even though we
have been awake for more than 24 hours,
we will be on the air late in the
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afternoon. Suddenly a guard appears and
after many questions and negotiations with
Mr. Mohamed, EP3MIR (who had helped us
a lot and was with us all the time), we were
ordered to stop. He needed a license from
his boss to allow us to continue building our
antennas. But Friday is a public holiday in
Iran! So “We have a problem” as Mr.
Mohamed used to say… We need to wait
until Saturday noon to get this license… We
decided to put up a temporary antenna,
assemble the shack and start the operation.
So we did... We are on the air. Pileups are
heavy: Extremely strong Europeans, many
Japanese and Russians. Unfortunately we
worked just a few North Americans with
weak signals. We lose Saturday’s opening
to NA because we got the license to
continue building our antennas just too late
that day. But we are very optimist that
when we finish with the antennas, we will
have strong signals everywhere and we‘ll
be able to work everybody… We have time.
Soon we have 3 Hexbeams (12,15,17,20m),
a 5el yagi for 10m, 2 verticals for 30m, a 4
square for 40m, a vertical for 80m and a
26m vertical for 160m ready to go. Also a
beverage to EU/NA, a K9AY to JA, and 2
more loops for RX. We put over 6km of
radials there. I have not walked so much in
my entire life! Only the 5el yagi for 10m
and the K9AY were built on Sunday. Apart
from all the antennas, we have 5
complete stations with amplifiers,
interfaces, high and low power bandpass
filters, rx distribution system, combiners,
computers, etc…
After the antenna work is finished we are
very tired but ready to fill the radio waves.
Everything is going according our schedule
now. The number of QSOs is growing
quickly, pileups are very big, Japanese
openings are really good, we work
Europe all day, some Africans and South
Americans are also in log. Everything? No.
Unfortunately the propagation and our
local manmade noise do not help us to hear
the North Americans. The signals are low

(S3-S5) most of the time and we have a
local electrical noise S9 on some bands. We
buy a portable radio in the local market and
start to investigate the noise’s source. We
find the main problem to be located in the
next room. After we fixed that, the noise
dropped to S5 but we still have problem.
After 2 days of searching we find that the
problem is the electric scooters’ chargers.
There are many shops which rent electric
scooters to the tourists for exploring the
island. They have many chargers to charge
the scooters and use them especially during
the afternoon and night. The same time as
the openings to NA. The closest shop to us
is 15m from our beverage but there are
more at 50m, 100m and so on.
Even when the noise breaks our morale and
makes us tired, we try hard to do our best.
Europeans are not so gentle to allow us to
work North America during the very short
openings. Don’t forget that really the
opening is possible only when North
Americans come over S5… Then Murphy
comes again and again - two power cuts
over ten hours in total, during NA openings
again. An amplifier which has broken during
shipping and was repaired by Henk,
ON4AHF, stopped working the next day.
This is “Insha’Allah” (Destiny - or God
willing according Muslims) anyway that
does not allow us to work as many North
America as we want.
We keep fighting among the pileups, Mr
Murphy’s visits, and the visits of the many
Iranian friends and Authorities. We try to
work with the radios but also to be good
hosts. Finally, this is the most important,
we are not just trying to make QSOs but
also to promote Amateur Radio in Iran.
And we are proud because we made it
possible. Iran is not a rock in the middle of
the ocean. There are millions of people.
This way we will all have the opportunity to
work again and again Iranian amateurs or
future DXpeditions in the near future. Dr.
Fard, the President of CRA, when he came
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to say goodbye on our departure, was
clear: “The second DXpedition will be
easier with less problems, the third better
still and so on…”. The most important
achievement for us is not that we gave
more than 68,000 QSOs to fellow radio
amateurs but that we planted the seed and
we will have soon the opportunity to hear
more and more hams from Iran. We sent to
Iran books in the Farsi language for
candidates to study amateur radio, we
prepared the material for the examinations.
We showed the pathway to Dr Fard and
the CRA to help organize amateur radio in
another, more friendly, basis. This way we
already have 60 more new amateurs. Some
of them visited us in Kish. We have new
friends there but mainly people ready to
make their best to satisfy the demand of
EP.
Personally I had the chance to be part of a
great group. Rockall’s DX group consists of
wonderful people. They are all dedicated in
what they are doing, well organized and
ready to learn from mistakes. We all have
more to hear from them and I am proud
because I was one of them at least in one of
their tries to offer Ham radio in the
Community.
I want to thank Patrick, ON4HIL because he
gave me the chance, Henk, ON4AHF for
driving more than 250km for me and his
patience with me, Ron, PA3EWP for
teaching me how to manage the pileups
and explaining to me everything I asked,
Wim, ON6DX for the courage during our
flight to Kish with an old airplane, Luc,
ON4IA for teaching me the low bands
tricks, Marc, ON6CC for his cooperation
with the computers, Marc, ON4AMX
because he was a perfect roommate,
Carlo, ON4BR for his positive feeling,
Franky, ON7UR for his wife’s tiramisu,
Mohamed, EP3MIR for the high speed
connection and Dr. Fard for his open mind
and the way he welcomes amateur radio in
Iran… See you guys…

The Hunt for Kilo One November….as opposed to Red October
Peter E. Chadwick G3RZP
When you have only one more ATNO to go
for the DXCC HR #1 spot, there’s a certain
amount of tension when it comes on,
especially when you know you have a
limited time window to get them. However,
heard on 40m just prior to the expedition “I
don’t know why these DXpeditions don’t
operate properly and check into a DX net so
that a list can be taken”. That would not
have helped me….

the 5th, it seemed a reasonable idea at
05:30 to put on a dressing gown, feed the
cats to reduce the QRM from them, make
some tea and have a look at the LF bands
and the DX Summit. Which saw things not
looking too good at that stage for Europe,
and there were emails to deal with.

The game plan was firstly, to get K1N in the
log on any band and on any mode: after
that, ideally CW QSOs were wanted for 160,
30, 17 and 12 as I still need DXCC on those
bands and a K1N QSO on each would be
easier to get cards for than 4 different
countries!

The next day (Friday 6th) allowed me to
catch them on 10 MHz at 10 am: normally,
the cleaner would have been here with the
vacuum cleaner running at that time, so it
was lucky she didn’t make it that day.
Then, at 14:23, an 18 MHz QSO followed,
except that the QRM left me unsure if it
was a ‘good’ one. The on line log
subsequently confirmed that it wasn’t…..Oh
*^$£!!

The early days of the operation were
somewhat frustrating: further, the antenna
is known to often be a bit too high at 62
feet for the Caribbean when the band is
open. The pile ups were as big as expected,
as were the DQRMers, the traffic cops, the
idiots (“Whosa DX-a?”), plus there were
interruptions such as food shopping,
cooking, dentist – a root canal job so VERY
distracting! – and so on. On the
Wednesday, February 4, they were a good
signal on 21 MHz CW at lunch time, and the
ATNO was achieved at 13:27. This was
followed by a quick look at 19:50 just
before dinner on 14 MHz, and again,
relatively quickly got through – it didn’t
really delay dinner very much.
Now Burmese cats tend to be very vocal
when hungry, and that can be anywhere
from 02:00 to about 05:00, when they are
invariably S9+ directly into ones ear. I
suppose that I can’t complain – one
occasion previously when that happened, a
look at 160 produced a rather satisfying
QSO with VK0 Heard Island. So on Thursday
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However, by 07:00, K1N and G3RZP were
on 80m CW and at 07:23, he was in the log.
That folded unipole vertical DOES work!

A lot of the expedition activity was then on
RTTY for a few days, but the 11th saw a
contact on 24 MHz at 17:18 - we were
obviously beginning to get there. The
morning of the 12th found me with hungry
cats (as usual), who having been fed,
retired purring to their bed, leaving me to
look at 160. At 05:50, it was surprisingly
easy to work K1N on 160….I said that folded
unipole works! In the early afternoon, a
fight with the 18MHz CW pile up produced
a ‘good QSO’.
I was now left with only needing 7 and 28
MHz and an SSB QSO. That afternoon, 10
metres was only being worked by numbers,
and then there was a break for helicopter
unloading, after which the band had pretty
well gone. Friday 13th found his 40m CW
drowned out by DQRM as usual, and an SSB
pile up on 10m. I fought with that for a
while, and then he went QRT at about

15:50 for 15 minutes for a helicopter supply
loading. This is where I tried guesswork and
perhaps low cunning. He was working split
– something like 28510 to 28530, and I
figured that if he followed that pattern, on
his return, he would start at 28510 tuning
up the band. So 28510.5 would be a good
place to start. Plus a lot of people had gone
away, so I lurked with the remote VFO set
to transmit on 28510.5. A little less than 15
minutes after going, he called CQ, “listening
510 to 530”, and I called. Straight back with
a “5 by 9”….

So the final result was CW QSOs on 160, 80,
30, 20, 17, 15 and 12 and an SSB QSO on
10. One vitally important point in all this
was to have a separate VFO for working
split, and certainly having the amplifier
helped. So I now have 340 worked, and two
of the three 6146Bs in the 32 year old
rather modified FT102 are the
originals….The 4element Steppir at 62 feet
obviously helped, although the 30m QSO
used a sloping dipole and the LF bands, the
folded top loaded unipole.
The Hunt was successful!

Club Log Corner – History and Callsigns of Post-War Eritrea
Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ
I had originally planned to write a piece
about the rôle of software mapping rules in
Club Log in this issue, but following some
recent research on Eritrea, I decided to
write about that before it disappears
entirely from my old brain!
The following political aspects of the history
of Eritrea are my interpretation of various
Wikipedia articles together with the results
of discussions on Tony, G4UZN’s QSL Card
Collectors Yahoo group.
The callsign history is based on discussions
on G4UZN’s group, QSL cards from multiple
sources and deductions from data in the
Club Log QSO database.
Setting the scene
Club Log covers the modern DXCC era, i.e.
from November, 1945 to date. However, to
gain a better understanding of Eritrean
callsigns in the immediate post-WWII
period, it is necessary to look back to the
political situation prior to WWII and also to
consider the history of Eritrea during WWII.
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The Italian colony of Eritrea was created
around Asmara in the 19th century, as part
of the “Scramble for Africa”. Asmara had a
population of 98,000 by 1939, of which
53,000 were Italian. The total Italian
population of the whole of Eritrea at that
time was 75,000.
The East African Campaign in WWII was
fought by largely British Commonwealth
forces against Italian forces in the Horn of
Africa, between June 1940 and November
1941. Eritrea fell to British forces in the
spring of 1941, but guerrilla warfare
continued against the British occupiers until
the Italian armistice in September 1943.
Eritrea was placed under British military
administration after the Italian surrender.
British administration to September 1952
Although now British administered, the prewar history of Eritrea meant that in 1945
there was still a strong Italian civilian
presence there, and also in Ethiopia. The
prefix I6 was initially used for both Eritrea
and Ethiopia. Why an Italian prefix was
used in a British administered territory is

not clear, but I can only assume that it took
the British administration some time to
organise themselves after the end of the
war, and that the I6 prefix had been used
pre-war, although I have not been able to
verify that. Operators of I6 stations were
Italian e.g. I6AB, British, e.g. G3ZJ/I6 who
later became I6ZJ, and American, e.g. I6USA
and W6VKV/I6. US personnel were present
in Eritrea because in 1942 the Roosevelt
administration declared Eritrea as eligible
for the Lend-Lease programme, in support
of British troops fighting in Libya and Egypt.
The 1947 ITU International
Telecommunication Convention held in
Atlantic City, USA took place from 15 May
to 02 October. The published Radio
Regulations from this convention list the
prefix block MAA-MZZ as newly allocated to
Great Britain. The effective compliance
date for ITU allocations from the 1947
convention was 1949-01-01. Nevertheless,
some British-issued callsigns in this series
were in use from early 1947. The MD prefix
was used by British and some US military
personnel in North and North-East Africa
and the Middle East. A separate civilian
prefix was used in some locations. The
military prefix for Eritrea was MD3, and the
civilian prefix was MI3. MI6 was used for a
brief period for the ex-I6 stations, who
retained their I6 suffix. Thus, I6AB became
MI6AB and I6ZJ became MI6ZJ. Eventually,
the MI6 calls were replaced by MI3 calls,
thus I6AB became MI6AB and then MI3AB.
The MD3 prefix was used from March 1947
thus pre-dating the Atlantic City
conference. MI3 was used from March
1948.
There were only a small number of MD3
and MI6 callsigns issued, but there were
numerous MI3 callsigns. Suffixes were
usually two characters signifying the
operator’s initials. A full list of the callsigns
that I have been able to find, with links to
QSLs, can be found in reference [1].

33

British withdrawal from Eritrea,
September 1952
In the early 1950s, there were strong
demands by the Eritreans for full
independence. A UN commission proposed
the establishment of some form of
association with Ethiopia but stopped short
of full independence. That proposal was
adopted by the UN in December 1950, and
a provision was added terminating British
administration of Eritrea no later than 15
September 1952. It is not clear exactly
when British administration of Eritrea
ended, but it is known that Eritrea was still
administered by Britain in March 1952. Club
Log uses the UN deadline date of 1952-0915.
Loose federation with Ethiopia, September
1952 - November 1962
As a result of the above UN proposal, a
loose federation was formed with Ethiopia
following British withdrawal in 1952.
The military MD3 prefix was immediately
dropped, as there were no longer any
British Military personnel remaining in
Eritrea. However a number of MI3 stations,
including MI3KW – a British operator who
worked for Aden Airways, as well as MI3LK,
MI3MK, & MI3SL who were US operators,
and MI3US, the callsign of the Radio Marina
Amateur Radio Club. Radio Marina was a
former Italian radio communications base.
This US base was officially renamed Kagnew
Station in 1953.
Reflecting the loose federation with
Ethiopia, the ET2 prefix was used for
Eritrean stations in this period, in addition
to the few MI3 callsigns that were in use
until mid-1953. Eritrea remained a DXCC
entity in its own right.
Administrative region within Ethiopia,
November 1962- May 1991
Towards the end of the period of a loose
federation with Ethiopia, in spite of the War
of Independence fought by the Eritrean

Liberation Movement (ELM) against the
Ethiopian government, Eritrea was moving
ever closer to union with Ethiopia, so much
so that in October 1962 the Ethiopian
Telecommunications Bureau started to issue
ET3 callsigns to Eritrean operators.

In November 1962 Emperor Haile Selassie
illegally annexed Eritrea, which then
became an administrative region of
Ethiopia. Thus, ET3 callsigns such as ET3RC
and ET3USN that were issued before this
annexation counted briefly for Eritrea.
Deleted entity November 1962-May 1991
As Eritrea was no longer independent,
Eritrea became a deleted DXCC entity. The
March 1963 issue of QST announces the
deletion of Eritrea from the Countries list.
QST says: "Eritrea: This is a deletion from
the Countries List. Only those contacts
made with stations located in Eritrea before
November 14, 1962 will be creditable
toward the Eritrea listing. Contacts made
November 14 [5B4AHJ: and after] will be
creditable as Ethiopia. On November 14,
1962, a plebiscite held by Eritrea
determined that Eritrea would unite with
Ethiopia."
Independent state (de facto), May 1991May 1993
The Eritrean War of Independence, which
was started by the ELM in September 1961,
was continued by the Eritrean Liberation
Front (ELF) following the crushing of the
ELM in 1962 and then, following growing
support for independence by the populace,
by the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front
(EPLF). This war continued until May 1991,
when EPLF took control of their homeland.
The end of the war was formalised in May
1991, and Eritrea effectively became
independent (i.e. de facto independence, as
the independence had not yet been
legalised).
During this period of de facto
independence, Eritrean stations used the
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Ethiopian prefixes 9E and 9F. Stations
known to have been QRV include 9ER1TA,
9ER1TB, 9E3FMA, 9E3USA, 9F3FMA and
9F3USA. 9F2CW/A is an interesting one.
Although known to have been QRV from
Eritrea, the licence mentioned only
Ethiopia, so ARRL determined that, for
DXCC purposes, this operation by 9F2CW/A
should count for Ethiopia and not Eritrea.
Although the new found independence of
Eritrea had not yet been legalised, Eritrea
was reinstated as a DXCC entity in its own
right, with QSOs counting from 1991-05-24.
Independent state (de jure), May 1993 to
date
In April 1993 a UN monitored referendum
was held, when over 99% of voters voted in
favour of independence. The UN formally
admitted Eritrea to its membership on
1993-05-28.
The prefix E3 has been used for Eritrea ever
since de jure independence was
established. There have been quite a
number of operations in this period, the
most recent being E30FB in March 2015.
Eritrea and Club Log
Due to its rarity, especially in modern
times, Eritrea is a whitelisted entity in Club
Log, meaning that Club Log will only map
Eritrean callsigns known to have been QRV.
References
[1] Club Log “Eritrea”.
Club Log=>Help=>Solutions=>DXCC
Mappings=>Africa=>Eritrea
[2] Wikipedia “Eritrea”
[3] Wikipedia “History of Eritrea”
[4] Wikipedia “East Africa Campaign (World
War II)”
[5] Wikipedia “Eritrean War of
Independence”

The CDXC Digital Diary
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
Raspberry Pie anyone?
For those keen enough to experiment with
the Raspberry Pi computer, this was posted
by Larry K8UT. To two different reflectors,
RTTY, and the Raspberry_Pi_4-Ham_radio.
Larry is looking for beta testers, so those
with an adventurous streak and a
Raspberry Pi, this is what is available:
rpiFSK is an RTTY modulator that runs on
the Raspberry Pi platform, with its roots
derived from Andy K0SM's TinyFSK for the
Arduino platform. rpiFSK's release coincides
with G3YYD's 2Tone v15.3a update that
supports TinyFSK.
From the cover page of the manual:
“rpiFSK provides an inexpensive RTTY
modulator solution for solving transmission
problems associated with poorly adjusted
AFSK RTTY transmissions, badly timed FSK
RTTY transmissions, and
underpowered/overburdened logging
computers.”
Key Features
x Standard Raspberry Pi single-board
computer running the Raspbian
operating system
x Automated, “headless” operation
without monitor, keyboard, mouse or
network connection
x RTTY Frequency Shift Keying (FSK)
output
x Precise timing of Baudot transmit
sequences
x Baud rates of 45.45, 50, 75, and 100
x Support for SO1V and SO2V operation
x Dynamic Emulation of TinyFSK software
and KAM/KAMplus TNC
x Tested with N1MM+, MMTTY, DXLabs
WinWarbler, 2Tone
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x Should work with anything that talks to
2Tone or KAM/KAMplus TNCs
x Source code available by request: C++
(11) with standard bcm2835 and wiring
Pi libraries
x It’s Free
If you are interested, the documentation
(pdf) and executable are located here:
http://www.k8ut.com/tikilist_file_gallery.php
This would be a moderately serious DIY
project. I've tried to include only-enough
Linux instruction for successful setup and
installation on the Raspberry Pi, and
sufficient hardware information for building
an RPi -to- Rig interface. The software is
free, but you will need a variety of
hardware that - depending on how much
you homebrew - will cost between $60 and
$160. Note that rpiFSK is only a modulator
(Tx). You will continue to use MMTTY,
2Tone, WinWarbler (or whatever...) for
RTTY demodulation (Rx).
Corrections, feedback, advice are welcome.
New Version of 2-Tone
On 2/16/2015 3:29 PM, 'David G3YYD'
g3yyd@btinternet.com [N1MMLoggerplus]
wrote:
A new version has just been uploaded to
N1MM digital website. It can be found
here:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/N1
MMLogger-Digital/files/G3YYD/
The changes that have taken place are:
x AFC: doubled sample rate, equalised
raise cosine filtering and changed
smoothing for faster response time. All
decoders now use equalised raised
cosine filtering

x Selective decoder noise level calculation
copes with larger step changes in signal
amplitude

kHz audio coming from the transceiver via a
soundcard, just like any other RTTY
program. http://dxatlas.com/Gritty/

x Improved RXprocessor function error
recovery

GRITTY has been added to the RX windows
in N1MM+. When you open the RX
windows setup menu there is now a section
to enable GRITTY and set the path to
GRITTY.

x Started adding software to work with
TinyFSK - not completed
x SNR display faster response time
x Transmit DOOK: keying signal filtered
with raised cosine LPF total bandwidth
350Hz at -80dB and fixed a thread
timing issue
x Decoder removes multiple line feeds
and space characters to save display
space
x Transmit, removes more than one space
character at a time
x Changed documentation and added a
pdf on using FSK
If you are using or going to use 2Tone FSK
for transmit then please read the new
document: 2Tone using FSK.pdf.
You will notice that in the setup dialogue
there is another transmit option button,
TinyFSK. This is disabled at this time as I
have yet to finish the code and the testing
of same. The intent is for 2Tone to be able
to use Andy K0SM TinyFSK software that
runs on Arduino hardware for FSK TX.
I must confess to not having tried it in the
heat of battle as yet. I have been using
MMTTY for far too long and using
something new in the RSGB CCs is asking
for trouble for me! I shall have to do some
off-air practice with it.
Yet another new release!
This one is for those who are into true
grit…..It’s a decoding program called Gritty,
written by the prolific author, Alex
Shovkoplyas, VE3NEA, of DXAtlas fame.
GRITTY is an RTTY decoding program based
on the technology developed for the RTTY
Skimmer Server project. This is not a
skimmer, it decodes a single signal in the 336

When using GRITTY all of your clicks are
done in the GRITTY window and call stack.
The RX window is minimized out of the
way. When using the internal RX windows
they will remain open and will still use the
GRITTY window for clicking.
Now, despite trying several times, and
installation seemingly successful, this would
not run on either of my shack machines. I
am using XP on both and all I get is
“External Exception C000001D” whatever
that means. I don’t speak PC unfortunately,
but I emailed Alex and he said it was
probably because my machines were too
old and maybe they do not support SSE3
instructions that his program uses. These
instructions were added to the Intel
processors in 2004. I didn’t think my
machines were that old, but I guess they
must be as they were second hand when I
bought them!
BARTG HF Results
The BARTG Contest Manager, Simone
M0BOX has been working overtime on
these and has produced and published the
results. Simone says:
“The preliminary HF results are now public
at: http://tinyurl.com/opezrbn and a post
on the RTTY reflector made. The ability to
do this is down to Pete’s excellent robot
entry filter and Mike’s equally wonderful
adjudication software. I simply push
buttons. Your praise that you heap upon
me I will pass onto Pete and Mike as
without them I would simply be lost. Ok so I
have plenty of analysis to do, and I am a
necessary part of the jigsaw, but it isn’t all

down to me by any stretch of the
imagination. Happily the process of
adjudication is aided by Malbec, and as that
has now gone, I have substituted Camenere
which has a similar effect on decision
making.”

submitted logs and give the entrant the
chance to resolve these issues. After all a
log submitted without one of the exchange
fields present is one that will score zero, and
causes me the adjudicator more work than
if it were simply not there.

Simone has understated her time here and
we all agree she has done an exemplary
job. A number of logs have been returned
to entrants for corrections and
amendments and in doing so Simone has
uncovered a major problem with the
exchange. This contest uses TIME as part of
the exchange and the logs have shown a
huge discrepancy in some entrants Cabrillo
files that a newer exchange is being
considered for 2016.

4. You can't participate in a contest unless
others send logs with your call in it.

Phil, N8PS made a few comments that
encompasses several key aspects of
contesting in general, not just RTTY. He
raised the following points with comments
from Simone following in italics:
1. You can't participate in a contest unless
you own a computer.
As a general rule this is quite correct.
Regardless of mode the speed of operation
makes this a valuable tool especially for
cross checking when S&P.
It isn't essential however but it makes the
experience of contesting a much higher
stress environment for the entrant.
2. (a)You can't participate in a contest
unless you own logging software
(b)You can't participate in a contest
unless you send a formatted log.
I don't accept this is the case (a), and if you
do own a computer or even borrow one you
can use a free spreadsheet programme to
type in your log and format it correctly.
3. You can't participate in a contest unless
you submit your log to a web site.
In general this is true. This is to encourage
submissions through a filter process that
highlights potential areas of concern with
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This is not true for any RSGB or BARTG
contest. The adjudication software
fabricates the missing logs.
5. You can't participate in a contest unless
your log is computer scanned.
The sheer volume of participants in the
various contests precludes manual
adjudication methods of last century.
Adjudicators simply do not have the time to
perform the necessary work.
6. You can't participate in a contest unless
your log is computer accepted.
Not true in my case, as I will accept logs not
submitted via our ‘filter’, but the reasons
for asking me to do this better be good.
Whilst the shift from the old days methods
seem to be a retrograde step, on the other
hand the ability to provide the entrant with
feedback (UBNs) to a level never before
possible is very impressive indeed. Have a
quick look at the preliminary results and
you will see a QSO analysis for the test
showing you which bands were carrying
QSOs and when, basic propagation data if
you will. This will help you plan your
campaign for the next test.
Then Simone has some other comments:
“I stress these results are direct from the
automatic adjudication process and NO
manual adjudication has taken place.
“These results are NOT FINAL. They can and
will change. The main area that requires my
attention and that no automatic rules
based programme can perform is the
analysis of the data for which there is no
supporting evidence, in other words where

a log containing a matching log has not
been received. The programme creates
these logs from the data in the submitted
logs, and it becomes quickly apparent
where there is a fault.
“So you have a view on the task ahead of
me, there were 746 entrants and they
submitted a total of 134,384 claimed QSOs
of which 80,248 QSOs are unverifiable from
submitted logs. Whilst I will not be seeking
verification of close on 60% of the claimed
contacts, I will be using analysis techniques
to expose errors. Typically these are where
a claimed contact serial number is out of
sequence with other claimed contacts.
Honestly these stand out a mile, and allow
me to focus my efforts accordingly. The
other area I will examine is the unverified
call signs. Usually these have serial
numbers of significant value but are
unique. Often these are a result of a miscopied call sign. And once again with a little
sorting soon reveal what should have been
logged. These will then be DQd.
“All manual adjudications will have a reason
given why they are DQd. They will not go
into detail, but will give the reason why.
Typical reasons are
"’RX serial sequence error’ and ‘Call sign
error suspected - Serial too high for unique’
- these two are the most common. In the
area where QSOs are matched, where both
sides of the QSO are invalid, I will check the
reasons as often this is because the

automatic rules cannot determine the right
outcome, only a human can do so.
“So I hope you will appreciate that this is
quite a task that I (and all who do this for
your benefit) face. I do it for the love of this
hobby, I do it because I entered contests
myself. All contests are only possible
because of the efforts of the various
societies and their band of dedicated
volunteers. They wish to put back into the
hobby to keep it vibrant and alive for the
pleasure of current and future generations
of radio enthusiasts.
“To close, I am able and willing to hold an
online seminar using video streaming
techniques that I use in my other passion,
online gaming. If you would like me to show
you how such a major international contest
is adjudicated, then please do say so. It will
be a pleasure to show you what we do, and
the tools we employ to produce results at a
speed and accuracy that was once only
dreamed of.”
A final thought.
The first president of the USA said "You can
please some of the people all of the time,
you can please all of the people some of
the time, but you can't please all of the
people all of the time" How right he was.
See you on the Green Keys.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

G3WOS's 2015 6M / 50MHz BBQ
On the eleventh anniversary of my first 6M
BBQ, I am holding another on Saturday 8th
August 2015 in Farnborough, Hampshire UK
- so please make a note in your diary!
There will be plenty of food and drink, lots
of 6m guys to talk to and argue with and
XYLs are positively encouraged! For those

38

wanting to stay over on Friday night, many
will be able to stay in the same hotel (The
Falcon www.falconfarnborough.com) and I
will organise another great 6m dinner for
the Friday evening!
There will be several interesting talks to
help pass the long hot summer day...

Location: You can see my QTH at
maps.google.com - GU14 6RF [nice
postcode don't you think?].
The cost of the BBQ is likely to be 30 UK
Pounds and will need to be paid in advance
of the event. I'll email about payment one
month before the BBQ in July.

I know it's a long way off, but if you are
interested in attending PLEASE send me an
email stating your level of interest. If I don't
hear from you then I could assume there is
no interest!
73 Chris G3WOS - chris@gare.uk

IOTA NEWS
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager

UPDATE OF DATA IN IOTA DIRECTORY
(MAY 2014 EDITION)
IOTA reference number issued since
publication of IOTA Directory:
OC-296 T8 Tobi and Helen Islands (Palau)
Operations which have provided
acceptable validation material:
AF-060 C5/M1KTA/P Bijol Islands (March
2015)
NA-054 C6ATS Hoffman’s and Little
Harbour Cays, Berry Islands (March 2015)
NA-113 C6ATS Fish and Jamaica Cays
(February 2015)
OC-063 FO4BM/P Mangareva Island,
Gambier Islands (November 2014)
OC-066 FO4BM/P Mataiva Island, Tuamotu
Archipelago (December 2014)
OC-204 YF1AR/4 Enggano Island (April
2015)
OC-237 YB8RW/3 Puteran Island (April
2015)
OC-250 YB8RW/3 Masalembu Besar and
Kecil, and Karamian Islands (March/April
2015)
OC-252 YB4IR/7 Lemukutan Island (March
2015)
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OC-252 YB7AM/P Lemukutan Island (March
2015)
OC-252 YC7DED/P Lemukutan Island
(March 2015)
OC-269 YB4IR/7 Serutu Island, Karimata
Islands (April 2015)
OC-269 YB7AM/P Serutu Island, Karimata
Islands (April 2015)
OC-269 YC7BAO/P Serutu Island, Karimata
Islands (April 2015)
OC-269 YC7CPN/P Serutu Island, Karimata
Islands (April 2015)
OC-296 T88GI Tobi (aka Hatohobei) Island
(March 2015)
OC-296 T88TI Tobi (aka Hatohobei) Island
(March 2015)
OC-296 T88XX Tobi (aka Hatohobei) Island
(March 2015)
This list can include operations where
validation material was volunteered, i.e.
not specifically required for credit to be
given. In all cases, cards now submitted will
be accepted by Checkpoints if they meet
normal standards. This means that the
island name should be printed on the card.
Best regards
Roger, g3kma@dsl.pipex.com

CMIS: Did you know that you can …..
The (CMIS) Management
CMIS stands for CDXC Membership
Information System. It is about 6 years old
and is a versatile membership management
system for clubs like ours. We use CMIS to
store all membership records and to
provide our webpages – all of which is
nicely linked and secured in one package.
An advantage of buying such a system is
that issues such as security, updates, sizing
for mobile platforms and the like are all
taken care of for us. There is also extensive
help back-up, which we used quite a lot in
the early days.

members – and perhaps what it can’t do.
For starters we’ve picked the ‘For Sale/
Wanted’ pages. These run as a Forum and
while anyone can view the pages, only
members can post to them. If you
‘subscribe’ to the forum (see below) you
will be sent an e-mail when anything is
added to the For Sale/Wanted forum. This
way you can be sure that you will be the
first to know when a member posts an
item. Below is a screen shot of the pages
and an example of the e-mail that is sent to
subscribers. Why not try it for yourself.

We thought it would be useful to run a few
brief articles on what CMIS can do for

Click this
box to get
e-mailed
alerts
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K3 Series Transceiver

2015 - Time to Upgrade
Time to Invest in Elecraft!
tN N 8 8

NEW, HOTTER K3!

We are now shipping K3s with the new KSYNTHA, a major
upgrade for both transmit and receive. Dynamic range at
2kHz is 105dBm at narrowest filter setting, and at least 10 15dB phase noise improvement. And now potential for great
LF-band performance (100 - 500kHz). Existing K3 owners can
easily upgrade by purchasing the KSYNTHA.
When you buy a K3 the journey has only just begun. You get a top performance transceiver that is becoming the favourite for DXpeditions and contests. It has a performance that would cost much more
with some other brands, and you are in good company. The data modes can be run entirely without a
PC. You can add a completely separate receiver, and get the P3 Panadaptor. Add an internal 10:1 VSWR
ATU and sit it beside the 500W PA. Plus more to come!

We have been privileged to represent Elecraft in the UK for the past 3 years and in that
time we have seen some incredible new products. You can be sure that as new Elecraft
products come onto the market, we will have them in stock. We are happy to offer them
either in kit form or we can build them ready fitted with the any of the accessories you
may choose. The joy of Elecraft is that it is always at the cutting edge and and keeps your
station ahead of the pack! Thats is the way it has always been and will continue be. Check
our web site and that of Elecraft for the very latest and the very best in ham radio.

KX3 160-6m 100mW to 10vW
Single-Man DXpedition
with this All-Mode radio

2m and 4m
transverters and
PX3 Panoramic
Adaptor available.

The best receiver (unless
you spend several £1000
more! A great investment.
KX3-F Built £959 KX3-K Kit £899

www.wsplc.com
Orderline: 01702 206835
Waters & Stanton, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS.
W&S @ Jaycee, 20 Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5DF

%HZLWQHVVWRWKHHYROXWLRQRI.(1:22' VSULGH
DQGMR\WKH766+)WUDQVFHLYHUSXVKLQJSHUIRUPDQFH
DQGWHFKQRORJ\WRLWVXWPRVWOLPLW
ZLWKWKHUHFHLYHUFRQILJXUHGWRFDSLWDOL]HRQURRILQJILOWHUSHUIRUPDQFH
DQG,)$*&FRQWUROOHGWKURXJKDGYDQFHG'63WHFKQRORJ\
(QWHUWKH766*$QHZJHQHUDWLRQRIKLJKSHUIRUPDQFHWUDQVFHLYHU
ZLWKWKHW\SHRIKLJKOHYHOUHVSRQVHWRPHHW'; HUVQHHGV

$3URYHQ3HGLJUHHLQ3HUIRUPDQFH
7KH76 6*

 0DLQIXQFWLRQVRIWKH766*!
$QHYHQKLJKHUSHUIRUPDQFHUHFHLYHUZLWK
 VXSHULRUDGMDFHQWG\QDPLFUDQJH
$GYDQFHG$*&FRQWUROWKURXJKGLJLWDOVLJQDO
SURFHVVLQJIURPWKH,)VWDJH
+LJKO\UHOLDEOH7;RXWSXWVKLJKTXDOLW\7;VLJQDO
1HZPRUVHFRGHGHFRGHU6FUROOGLVSOD\RQVHJPHQWGLVSOD\XQLW&KDUDFWHUV
VKRZQLQGHGLFDWHGZLQGRZRQ$5&3*

08/7,&+NQRE ZLWKSXVKVZLWFK DQG5,7 ;,7&/NH\DOVRFRQILJXUDEOH
 LQDGGLWLRQWRH[LVWLQJ3)$DQG3)%SURJUDPPDEOHIXQFWLRQV
1HZ6SOLWIXQFWLRQ 766VW\OH HQDEOLQJTXLFNFRQILJXUDWLRQDGGHG
 LQDGGLWLRQWRH[LVWLQJ6SOLWVHWWLQJ
7UDQVFHLYHUHTXDOL]HUFRQILJXUDEOHE\PRGH
),/$ %FRQILJXUDEOHLQGHSHQGHQWO\ZLWK9)2$ % FRQYHQLHQWGXULQJ
 6SOLWRSHUDWLRQ 

$OWHUDWLRQVPD\EHPDGHZLWKRXWQRWLFHWRLPSURYHWKHUDWLQJVRUWKHGHVLJQRIWKHWUDQVFHLYHU
7KHSKRWRJUDSKLFDQGSULQWLQJSURFHVVHVPD\FDXVHWKHFRORUDWLRQRIWKHWUDQVFHLYHUWRDSSHDUGLIIHUHQWIURPWKDWRIWKHDFWXDOWUDQVFHLYHU

www.kenwoodcommunications.co.uk
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Due to massive expansion we have now moved, lock stock & barrel, to Staines.
Come and visit our new Superstore at Wessex House, Drake Avenue, Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP
CONTACT US
Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Wessex House, Drake Avenue
Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

FRIENDLY HELPFUL ADVICE
We pride ourselves on our
customer service. We believe
that it has been instrumental
in making us the number one
choice for thousands of loyal
customers.

SAFE ONLINE SHOPPING
Shopping online with ML&S is safe
and secure. E&OE

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AND
FACEBOOK

HamRadioUK

The Remarkable SPE Linear Ampliﬁer
Now in
stock direct
from the
factory
SPE EXPERT 1K-FA - 1 KW Solid State Fully
Automatic Linear AmpliÀer
• Powerful: up to 1.5 KW (1.3 KW
typ.).
• Very Light: 7.5 Kg. (16.5 Ibs) typ.
• Very Small: h 12, w 28, d 36
cm (4.72”x11.02”x14.17”)
connectors included.
• Wide Frequency Coverage:
1.8 MHz to 50 MHz, including
WARC • Internal Switching
Power Supply with Power Factor
Correction.
• No jumper changes necessary to
work from 100VAC to 255VAC
• Manages 4 antennas
automatically.
• Automatically switches between
2 transceivers.
• SO2R operation.
• Can manage an external set of
Band Pass Filters.
• ATU Built-In: bypassable per
antenna and band.
• Up to 3 antennas can be
selected for every band.
• Additional receiving antenna can
be selected.

• Drives directly up to 4 dynamic
antennas (SteppIR, Ultrabeam)
for an easiest layout.
• No relay contacts are switched
when current is Àowing due to
special software.
• QSK.
• Fully remotable.
• Remote control and all software
upgrades fully available on SPE
website.
• USB and RS 232 ports.
• 3 Selectable Power Output:
MAX, MID (800W), LOW
(500W).
• Very clean and low distortion
signal.
• Both inputs always perfectly
matched.
• Quiet Operation: four fans
linearly controlled by power
supply and power ampli¿er
temperatures.
• Fully protected.
• Fully Solid State: uses only one
new very rugged device.

M
ML&S:
£2499.95
£24
• Over 30000 lines of software
for performances that cannot
be found together in any other
ampli¿er.
• Two very fast CPUs.
• CAT and band data compatible
with all rigs on the market
allowing automatic control
of antennas, bands, ATU
matchings.
• Available also without ATU
allowing signi¿cant savings.
• Complete with heavy duty
carrying bag allowing carry-on to
airplanes.
• Certi¿cations: CE, FCC pending.

ML&S Mobile site! Just click www.hamradio.co.uk/mobile from any mobile phone/tablet.

