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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
to say that we worked 399 CDXC members
– some running very modest set-ups. Our
Cyprus members will be pleased to learn
that there is not a single ‘HB4’ in the TX6G
log! We collected our thoughts on pile-up
behaviour from the DX end which you will
find elsewhere in this edition of The Digest.
Hopefully they will provoke some
comment.

I’m sure you will have noticed that there is
no Editorial this month, and you will also
see there is no ‘Not the RSGB News’. The
reason is that our editor, Martyn/G3RFX,
was a bit under the weather during the run
up to the production of this edition of The
Digest. Martyn sent me an almost finished
draft and I would like to thank
Mark/G4AXX and Gordon/G3USR who
stepped in and assisted me in finalising this
edition. Martyn sends his regards and I am
sure all members will wish him a speedy
recovery. We expect it to be ‘business as
usual’ for the July Digest. So if you spot any
mistakes – complain to me not Martyn!

When I arrived back in Los Angeles,
Steve/WB6RSE took me to see his 160m
set-up in an LA suburb. After an early
dinner he dropped me back at LAX just in
time to meet Jenny who had flown in from
London for the next 12 days of my trip. This
started with the Visalia International DX
Convention. Again there is a write-up in this
edition but the welcome and hospitality
given to us was just incredible. It was also a
pleasure to meet up with some of our US
members. I was interested to learn at the DX
Forum that the DXAC, while still
continuing to debate the remote operation
rules for DXCC, are likely to remove the
requirement for the operator to be in the
same DXCC as the station he is operating.
This has all kinds of implications!

So now to my news. This has been a very
‘radio active’ couple of months for me with
the Annual Dinner, a DXpedition to The
Australs and a visit to the Visalia DX
Convention. First to the CDXC Annual
dinner in Reading. The new venue, the
Calcot Hotel, did us proud and the choice of
food, decided on the night, was popular – as
was the reduction in price our intrepid
secretary had negotiated. In the afternoon
we had a data modes workshop run by
Malcom/G3PDH, and Michael/G7VJR gave
us an update on that incredible DXer’s tool,
Club Log. Our after- dinner speaker,
Roger/G3KMA, gave us an interesting tour
of the IOTA programme and some of its
personalities and reminded us that four of
the islands around the British Isles are in the
list of most-wanted IOTAs! Our thanks to
all three for informing and entertaining us.

After Visalia Jenny and I travelled around
California for eight days visiting friends and
relatives before returning home. The next
day I turned on the rig to find I now have an
S9 noise level on 80m. So I am currently
trying to see which of my neighbours has a
new plasma TV or rogue SMPS. Wish me
luck.

The day after the dinner seven of us
departed for Raivavae in French Polynesia
to set up and operate TX6G. There is a full
write-up in this edition, but I can attest to it
being a fabulous experience. It was a real
pleasure to plan, work and operate with such
experienced operators. Propagation was in
our favour at the beginning with great
openings to Western Europe. We stood by
for ‘Gs’ on many occasions and I’m pleased

Members will recall that the organisers of
the RSGB Convention asked CDXC to
suggest ways to improve this year’s event
and we produced a report for them. In
response they have asked me/CDXC to
organise the ‘HF operating and DX’ Stream
at this October’s Convention. I am working
with the organising committee and will be
contacting CDXC members for their
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support. You can be assured that there will
be the usual DX talks and that at least one
session will cover DX operating!

attend that we usually meet up in the beer
garden around noon on the Friday. I’ll be
there.

Finally, the Friedrichshafen Hamfest takes
place before the next Digest, so now is the
time to remind all members who plan to

73 and Good DX
Chris

________________________________________________________________

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
with an FT-450D transceiver on behalf of
Yaesu UK and a computer on behalf of
FSDXA.

First of all may I welcome our new
members. As I write we have 885 members,
an increase of 15 in the past two months.
The data mining mailshot did not generate
as many new members as past mailshots but
our Special Offer is open to the end of this
month. So if any member knows a potential
member please refer them to the Special
Offer on our web page. I think we have now
exhausted our data mining efforts so we will
have to think of further initiatives.

Tov told me that he had returned to
Washington Island where he was born.
There was no electricity supply on the
island and he was running 50 watts from the
FT-450D on a battery recharged by solar
cells. He seemed very happy and the radio
sounded really good. Tov and Stan KH6CG,
his QSL manager, are seeking funds for a
generator. Have a look at their entries on
QRZ.com. Stan’s will be of particular
interest!

We may be able to attract further members
at the IOTA and RSGB Conventions, we
should contact those who have let their
membership lapse as we know that quite a
few lapsed members have re-joined. And
then there’s Friedrichshafen; we must
seriously consider having a stand there in
2015. Perhaps some of our German
members may be able to help.

It was interesting to note that no-one called
Tov after my 15 minute QSO. He continued
to call CQ so I put out a spot and then the
world descended. I suppose that says it all!
In contrast, I needed the Andaman Islands
on several bands and I was keen to work
VU4K, a single operator effort. In my view
he did a great job but the manners in the
pile-up were a disgrace. These guys had no
understanding of the pressures on an
individual who was on the air for about 12
hours a day on SSB. The language was
disgusting and some of the spots were
unbelievable. Where is the hobby going?

I am a keen IOTA hunter and I recently
made my 1,000th IOTA when I had a QSO
with a good friend Tov T32TV who is now
on Washington Island (OC-084). This is a
rare IOTA. From a number of spots I knew
that Tov was active at the top end of 15m
around 0900z, I had been looking for him
for around two weeks. There had been no
propagation previously when Tov had been
working into Eastern Europe. And there he
was, calling CQ. We had a QSO lasting 15
minutes with no breakers. I had got to know
Tov well when he was on Kiritimati
(Christmas Island) where we presented him

I often wonder why standards of operating
have deteriorated so much in recent years,
particularly on SSB. Clearly the Code of
Conduct, although well promulgated in
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I have been approached recently by several
members asking about the next DXpedition
by the Five Star DXers. We have now
received permission from the security
people of the country concerned and hope to
have confirmation of our licence and
callsign shortly. We will now start building
the team. Watch the DX newsletters for an
announcement before too long. The
DXpedition is planned for March 2015.

many languages, is not having any effect. I
suspect that there are a number of reasons
for the situation we face today including:









The ease with which one can now
get a licence to operate on the HF
bands.
The low cost of high-power secondhand kit.
Poor DXpedition operators who
have no idea how to handle a pileup.
DXers who do not know how to
chase DX effectively.
The increasing number of awards for
band-slots.
Annual Marathons
Leader boards
Perhaps this situation is also related
to the general decline in social and
moral standards nowadays where
drugs,
corruption,
discredited
politicians, lack of manners, etc.
seem to be the norm.

This is a fairly short PP as I am up to my
neck in a project for our local church. If we
had the cash in the bank the project would
take about 12 weeks from start to finish. In
this case it will take about two years
because we have a number of public grants
and around eight specialists are involved
including a batman! Bureaucracy at its
worst! The cost is £200,000 and there can
be no overruns as we do not have the cash.
(I’m the treasurer!)
The Summer Social will soon be with us.
Please sign up on our web pages or
complete the enclosed flyer. Trish and I
look forward to seeing many members and
their partners again at LWB on Saturday
19th July. There are suggestions on our
website about places to see and stay in this
wonderful part of the UK.

There are the real challenges facing our
hobby and we need to identify the causes
before we can come up with solutions.
Training can help with some aspects but I
fear that the issues are very deep-rooted.
Comments please to the Editor.

73

The 2014 CDXC AGM will be held at G3NUG’s QTH in Herefordshire
on
th

Saturday 19 July 2014 at 12:00
The AGM will follow the standard format as defined in our Constitution
It will be followed as usual by the Summer Social with the now legendary Mark Mann
BBQ and the Prize Raffle. Watch the website for details of the major prizes as we get
confirmation of them.
Please see the enclosed slip for details of how to register.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

5B4AGQ

Don Radley

Cyprus

9H5G

John Macrae

Colchester

G0KHO

Denis Lynch

Gloucester

G0MGX

Mark Jones

Belper

G0OJG

Joe O'Malley

Runcorn

G0RBB

Mike Batchelor

High Wycombe

G3NAQ

Geoff Grayer

Newbury

G3ZHL

Guy Morgan

Abingdon

G4DJZ

Alistair Petrie

Peterborough

G4DOQ

Jeremy Willis

Newbury

G4FEU

Thomas Southwell

Skelmersdale

G4FFN

Colin Baker

Peterborough

G4FPA

John Shorthouse

Sale

G4UCJ

Sean Gilbert

Buckingham

G6XDI

Chris Packman

Hayes

GI4OCK

Stewart Mackay

Bangor

GM3UCI

Gordon McCallum

Carluke

GW4DVB / J88PI

Brian Price

Pontyclun

M0IMM

Shaun Imms

Rowley Regis

M0OIC

Bryan Downes

Nottingham

M0OSH

Wojtek Rogalski

Birmingham

M5KJM

Keiron Murphy

Stockport

M6KVJ

Dave Boyes

Ottery St Mary

M6WBW

Matthew West

Stourbridge

N2WB

'Wild' Bill Beyer

Ormond Beach. FL

NT4H

Paul Weiss

Toney, AL

VK5CE

Craig Edwards

Middleton, SA
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Treasurer’s Tune – May 2014
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
At this time of year I need to draw to members’ attention to the Annual Accounts. Below you
will find DRAFT Accounts and brief comments on the financial highlights of the year just
ended.
Annual Accounts: Year to 31st March, 2014
The final Audited, CDXC Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2014 will be presented at the
AGM in July. However, there will be little time for Members to consider these audited accounts
prior to the Meeting. So, as in previous years, I am publishing below DRAFT Accounts which
comprise an Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March, 2014 and a Balance
Sheet as at that date.
DRAFT means that these accounts, which were approved by the CDXC Committee on 27th
April, 2014, remain subject to Audit by the Club Auditor, Nigel Knapton, G1JWT.
The DRAFT result for the year is an excess of Expenditure over Income of £ 426. The main
changes from the prior year are as follows:
1. Income items
a) Subscription Income is up almost 10% in line with increased membership, helped by
marketing initiatives and offers;
b) Digest advertising is down 5% due to the withdrawal of two regular advertisers;
c) The Summer Social again contributed substantially (+ 7% at £ 1,460);
d) Bank Interest increased due to a term deposit investment maturing (+ £ 229); and
e) Donations were buoyant totalling £ 600, up 80% on last year.
2. Expenditure Items
a) Digest Costs increased just marginally more than membership numbers (+ 11%).
i.
Continuing Digest weight control will be necessary to control this cost;
ii.
The introduction of regular Coloured Digest covers has brought cost pressure this
year.
b) DXpedition Sponsorship at £6,335 was £626 more than the prior year (+15%) and ended
the year at 97% of budget.
c) Sponsorship includes some pledges to 2nd tier IOTAs which we began in Quarter 4 of
the year.
d) Marketing & Mailshots were substantially more than last year (£350) at £ 1,519
reflecting the successful efforts of The President and the Committee to grow club
membership. Note that it was £ 1,079 in 2012.
3. Balance Sheet Items
a) The requirement for DX Sponsorship reserves increased this year due to there being four
pledges (totalling £ 1,050) outstanding at 31st Match, 2014 (2013 - two pledges totalling
£ 450); and
b) Accumulated Net Current Assets of £ 11,677 indicate a continuing healthy financial
position and a continued sufficiency of working capital to meet the immediate needs of
the Club.
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Final audited accounts will be proposed for adoption by members at the AGM on 19th July,
2014. If you have any queries or comments, please email me at treas@cdxc.org.uk to allow me
to research an explanation. I will also answer questions at the AGM.
Honorary Auditor
Nigel Knapton, G1JWT is the CDXC Auditor and his 2013/14 Report will be presented at the
AGM.
Subscriptions for 2014/15
Given the healthy state of the Club’s finances, subscriptions will again be held at current levels
for the next year. However, we will be less tolerant of late payment of members’ subscriptions
this year to reduce unproductive committee activities.
Subscriptions become due on 1st July - please pay your subscription promptly. The potential
ways to make your payment are as follows:
For UK based members - £ 18 Subscription – in order of preference
Pay by Standing Order
This is the easiest way to ensure that your membership does not lapse. Standing orders can
usually be set up using on-line banking. CDXC’s bank sort code is 60:60:02 and the account
number 44532385. Please quote your call sign as the reference.
Pay by Direct Bank Transfer or By Cheque using a pay-in slip at your branch
Make an on-line transfer of £18 to CDXC’s account or take your cheque for £18 made
payable to CDXC to your local NatWest branch. Use a pay-in slip with the above bank
details. Please quote your call sign as the reference.
Mail your Cheque for £ 18 made payable to CDXC
Send your cheque to G3USR, QTHR in the Digest Committee page.
Make payment by PayPal Using Your Account or Credit Card
Log onto the Club WEB site at CDXC.ORG.UK and follow on-screen instructions to renew
your subscription. Note that we incur a fee of almost £1 when you pay this way – if you use it
please consider making a small additional contribution to offset the cost.
For Overseas members - £ 24 Subscription
If you have a UK bank account
Pay as per UK above.
If you do not have a UK bank account
Make payment by PayPal Using Your PayPal Account or your Credit Card
Log onto the Club WEB site at CDXC.ORG.UK and follow the on-screen instructions to
renew.
Mail $45 US or €30 cash to the treasurer at the address in your latest Digest.
Note that you do not have to wait until 1st July to pay – you can renew at any
time. Why not do it right now after reading this? And then relax!
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DRAFT Unaudited CDXC Annual Accounts - 2013 / 14 (Note 4)
Income & Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st March
2014
Income
Note
Members Subscriptions
1
15,298
Advertising
2,777
Annual Dinner Income
1,415
Summer Social
1,460
Donations Received
600
Interest Received
342
Misc Other Net Income
25
Total Income
21,917
Expenditure
Digest Print and Distribution
11,857
DXpedition Sponsorship
2
6,335
Annual Dinner Costs
1,401
Trophies & Plaques
200
CMIS - Wild Apricot Costs
725
Marketing & Mailshots
1,519
Misc Expenses
258
RSGB Affiliation
47
Total Expenditure
22,343

Net Surplus / (Deficit) for the year

(426)

2013
13,929
2,913
1,706
1,362
337
113
117
20,478
10,634
5,509
1,750
99
709
350
297
47
19,395

1,082

Accumulated Surplus brought forward

12,103

11,021

Accumulated Surplus carried forward

11,677

12,103

2014

2013

23,071
0
23,071

22,764
504
23,268

Balance Sheet as at 31st March
Current Assets

Note
3

Cash at Bank & PayPal
Amounts receivable

Total Current Assets
Less:
Current Liabilities - Creditors, Provisions & Reserves
Subscriptions Paid in Advance
4,700
Print Costs Reserve
4,240
DXpedition Sponsorship
1,050
Other Creditors
1,404
11,394
Net current assets
Representing Reserves
Income & Expenditure account
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4,700
4,240
450
1,775
11,165

11,677

12,103

11,677

12,103

Notes to the Accounts
1. 2013/14 subscription income has been appraised by a review of subscriptions pre-paid
beyond 31st March, 2014 as the membership year ends on 30th June. No change in the
provision was required.
2. DXpedition sponsorship is charged in the accounts of the year in which sponsorship is
pledged. Pledges which remain unpaid at the year-end are recognised by provisions carried
forward.
3. CDXC does not capitalise assets held such as loan equipment but writes them off when
incurred. Therefore, there is no need for Fixed Assets or Annual Depreciation to be
recognised in the Accounts.
4.

These accounts are Draft and subject to Audit Review. The Audit will be completed before
the CDXC AGM.

Supplementary Information - DXpedition Sponsorship, 2013/14
£
Wake Island
K9W
500
Amsterdam Island $ 1,500
FT5ZM
955
Banaba Island $ 750
T33A
490
Juan Fernandez Isl
XR0ZR
350
American Samoa
N8A
200
Bangladesh
S21ZZB
200
Rotuma
3D2GC
200
Swaziland
3DA0ET
150
Ivory Coast
TU5NK
150
Lakshadweep
VU7AG
250
Mellish Reef
VK9MT
600
Tuvalu - Part Refund
T2GM
-50
Tromelin
FT5T
500
IREF - $ 1,250
790
ClubLog
500
American Samoa
KH8/Homecall
150
Tukangbesi Islands OC-219 YF1AR/8
100
Lord Howe Isl.
VK9DLX
300
Net Roundings & Charges
0
Per Inc. & Exp. Accounts 6,335

Thanks for your continued support. I look forward to seeing many members at the AGM and
answering any questions that you may have on these Accounts.
73, Gordon, G3USR
Honorary Treasurer

10

In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
The changing game of QSLing…
changes for the good

DX-pedition itself. Daily LoTW up-loads
were still a novelty. One of the earlier DXpeditions to up-load their full logs to LoTW
each day was the UK-organised YK9G DXpedition to Syria in 2008.

The whole game of direct and Bureau
QSLing has changed dramatically since the
introduction of various online QSL Request
Services (OQRS). The changes have all
been for the good. No longer is it necessary
to send a letter with IRC/$s through the mail
to request a Direct QSL. For most DXpeditions this can now be done more simply
and quicker through an OQRS. A few ticks
of the mouse and your request for a direct
QSL has been received by the QSL
Manager.

In recent times more and more DXpeditions are now up-loading their logs
regularly during the DX-pedition itself. This
is great news, especially for DXers who are
happy with their “QSL” on LoTW and no
longer see the need to request a paper QSL
either Direct or through the Bureau. Again
this is a great innovation in DXing.
LoTW QSLing trends over time

Equally importantly it is now no longer
necessary to send your QSL through the
QSL Bureau simply in order to ask the DXpedition QSL Manager to send you another
card through the Bureau in return.
Hopefully OQRS will result in a significant
decrease in the volume of “Pse QSL” QSLs
being handled by the world’s Bureaux. Yes,
there will still be cards coming (through the
Bureau) from DX-pedition QSL Managers,
but there is now definitely no longer any
need to send your card through the Bureau
in order to request a Bureau card. In fact,
with so many DX-peditions now providing
their QSLing through an OQRS service (and
more often than not through the excellent
OQRS on Club Log) there should never be
any need to send a card through the Bureau
to request a card in return.

There are some interesting statistics which
help track these changes in QSL techniques
over time. The first is the measure of the
number of QSOs which have a ”QSL” on
LoTW right at the end of the DX-pedition.
During the recent TX6G DX-pedition to the
Australs, over 41% of the 76,900 QSOs
which were up-loaded to LoTW during the
operation were already confirmed on LoTW
by the end of the DX-pedition. This
compares with the 36% of QSOs which
were confirmed on LoTW at the end of the
VP6T Pitcairn operation just two years
earlier (Feb 2012). This upward trend (from
36% to 41% over two years) suggests that
more DXers are up-loading their logs to
LoTW and that they are doing so more
often.
Another positive aspect of LoTW is that
many DXers are now more than happy with
their “QSL” on LoTW and no longer require
a paper QSL. This is particularly so for
North American DXers. The demand for
paper QSLs from US stations is dropping
off rapidly.

The more DX-peditions (and DX-stations in
general) who provide QSLing through an
OQRS service the less is the need for (a) the
mailing of Direct QSLs and (b) the sending
of “Pse QSL” cards through the Bureau.
The other great innovation of the past
decade or so, of course, has been LoTW. In
the early days of LoTW DX-peditions
hardly ever up-loaded their logs during the

Going back some six years, the trend in the
growth of LoTW is even more obvious.
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(YK9G, VP6T and TX6G) the trend-line in
the percentage of “QSLs” on LoTW
immediately at the close of the operation is
quite dramatic:

Even though the full YK9G log was uploaded to LoTW from Damascus each day,
there were less than 6% of our 29,000 QSOs
confirmed on LoTW by the close of the
operation. Based on three DX-peditions
Date

DX-pedition

LoTW QSLs
at close of operation

Apr 2008

YK9G

6%

Feb 2012

VP6T

36%

Mar 2014

TX6G

41%
month after the end of the Australs
operation) the long-term percentage is
expected to climb to well over 60% over the
next couple of years.

There is also an upward trend in the ultimate
percentage of QSOs that are confirmed on
LoTW. Six years after the YK9G operation
from Syria, the percentage of QSOs
confirmed has slowly climbed to just 38%.
However for more recent DX-peditions
these figures are much higher. By two years
after the VP6T Pitcairn operation, the
number of QSOs confirmed on LoTW had
reached 59%. These percentages are
expected to continue to increase slowly as
more DXers feed their older logs into
LoTW and as new DXers (with old logs)
join LoTW.

The TX6G log on LoTW has confirmations
from 118 DXCC entities. The inverse of that
statement is that “DXers in 118 countries
have up-loaded their log with TX6G QSOs
to LoTW”. That’s a lot of interest in LoTW
worldwide!
These figures are all encouraging for the
ever greater usage of LoTW by both DXers
and by DX-peditions. However there are
also some equally encouraging figures
concerning OQRS.

As the percentage of TX6G QSOs
confirmed on LoTW is already approaching
44% at the time of writing (i.e. less than one
OQRS growing like Topsy
Again based on the statistics of some recent
UK DX-peditions, the growth in the use of
OQRS for QSLing is quite remarkable:

YK9G

OQRS
Bureau
nil

OQRS
Direct
nil

Feb 2012

VP6T

2,970

6,000

16%

Mar 2013

XR0YG

2,550

2,910

23%

Mar 2014

TX6G

6,140

8,300

19%

Date

DX-pedition

Apr 2008

OQRS %
0%

received through Club Log’s OQRS
together represented 16% of the 56,300
QSOs made from Pitcairn. Last year’s trip
to Easter Island (XR0YG) resulted in an
increased percentage (23%) of QSLs being

Six years ago there was no OQRS and
YK9G used classic QSLing technologies
(Direct in the mail, Bureau cards and E-mail
requests for Bureau cards). Two years ago
the Direct and Bureau requests for VP6T
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requested through Club Log OQRS.
However the percentage of OQRS QSL
requests for the TX6G Austral operation
(which closed less than one month ago) is
already at 19% and growing each day. Over
the next few months this percentage is
expected to climb to well above XR0YG’s
23% from last year.

Yes, OQRS, in one form or other, is here to
stay in QSLing. There’s no going back to
relying totally on the postal service and the
QSL Bureau. More and more DXers who
have traditionally used the classic “letter
with IRC/$s” technique are coming to
discover that OQRS QSLing is so much
better all round. It’s simpler, it’s faster and
it’s cheaper.

The number of Direct QSL requests
received for TX6G through OQRS (so far
8,300, but growing daily) is much greater
than the number of QSOs which have been
requested to be QSLed through the
traditional Direct mail (letter + IRC/$s)
route (2,200). OQRS is ahead of paper by
nearly four to one. Hopefully this trend will
continue and the piles of incoming mail
received after each DX-pedition will
continue to decrease in size, to be replaced
by more requests for Direct cards received
through Club Log’s OQRS.

Hopefully more and more DX-peditions
(and their QSL Managers) will take
advantage of the excellent service provided
by Club Log’s OQRS. Perhaps the
challenge for Club Log is to promote its
excellent OQRS services in parts of the
world which still seem uncomfortable in
using OQRS. Subjectively, one such area
would appear to be Japan.

___________________________________________________________________

TX6G – Raivavae, the Austral Islands
Don Beattie, G3BJ
In the beginning…..

Tom (K3EL and VE7DS). Hilary and I had
been to the Australs in 2009, operating from
the islands of Rurutu and Tubuai, but the
TX5RV operation was from Raivavae and
the location of the “pension” used seemed
ideal for radio. After some careful email
exchanges, we booked the whole place for
two weeks, and the planning really started.

It all started with a beer. At the RSGB
Convention in 2013, a few of us were
reflecting on the likely deferment of the
next FSDXA expedition into 2015. We all
felt the “itch” to do an expedition before
then, and preferably to the Pacific. A week
or so later, an email to possible team
members resulted in a firm set of
commitments to go “somewhere” in the
Spring of 2014. We wanted it to be a
reasonably rare location in the Pacific, and
accessible without a boat. We narrowed the
choice down to a few possible destinations
and had put ZL7 as #1 choice – even to the
point of making a provisional hotel
reservation, until the ZL7AAA operation
was announced. This caused a re-plan, and
we reflected on the then recent TX5RV
operation from the Australs by Dave and

By that time, we had assembled a team Chris G3SVL, Nigel G3TXF, David
G3WGN, Don G3XTT, Justin G4TSH,
Hilary G4JKS and myself. The plan was
simple – two full weeks on the island, all
carry-on equipment (no advance freight)
and LOTW/Clublog uploads close to real
time. We would make a special effort for
Europe and (after some discussion) we
would try to make 160 metres happen for
Europe. We would not seek sponsorship and
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some routes, others see baggage as a means
of making a lot of money, and yet others
impose constraints because of the size of the
aircraft. We had all three ! From London to
Los Angeles, allowances with BA and
Virgin are very good, and all our equipment
would travel without excess charge. Air
Tahiti Nui have a virtual monopoly on the
Los Angeles – Tahiti route, and appear
pretty inflexible. The inter-island carrier,
Air Tahiti, (which has the smallest aircraft)
seems to have cracked the problem. When
you book you can opt for a 20kg or a 50kg
allowance (the latter at a premium). But
there are also size restrictions, and oversize
has to travel “freight” and not necessarily on
the same plane. Given the three flights a
week to Raivavae, that was not for us, but
the airline also offers a “Premium Cargo”
service that guarantees travel on the same
plane. That was for us, and it all went very
smoothly - our poles went Premium Cargo,
and by buying a few of the 50kg tickets, we
could take everything else easily. Our
baggage amounted to ten 23 kg suitcases
plus two long boxes/bags of poles and the
maximum hand-carry we could get away
with.

would share the “overhead”. Between us we
had enough Elecraft K3’s and amplifiers to
make up four stations, one as a spare.
We divided the tasks. Nigel was in charge
of licensing and finance, I handled travel
and accommodation, Chris did inventory,
Don XTT did website and PR and David,
supported by Don and Justin, took on
antennas. For the latter, we opted for
vertical dipole arrays for 20-10m – a
vertical dipole and reflector on a single
fibreglass mast for each band (see
http://www.f4bkv.net/antenna-vda.html).
These would be right at the water’s edge,
with a clear view to Europe, Japan and the
USA. Construction and testing started in the
midst of the appalling winter weather, with
Chris and David sharing the build of the
VDAs. Testing at home locations showed
that the arrays worked and matched well,
but performance is known to be best at the
water’s edge. For 30 and 40m we opted for
ground planes with two elevated radials, and
for 80/160 an 18m Spiderpole, as a quarter
wave vertical on 80 (with a ground radial
mat) and in inverted-L configuration for
160m. We knew that matching the antennas
to the KPA500 amplifiers was important
(they do not have ATU’s) and so we took
Rig Expert analysers to check the antenna
match.

Whilst the antenna teams were hard at work,
Don, XTT, also prepared the website
www.tx6g.com and by the end of the
expedition we would have over 100k
visitors to the site.

We were determined that our equipment
should be fault free throughout the
expedition and Elecraft were enormously
helpful in checking out any issues and
bringing the amplifiers up to the latest
technical specification.

Time to go
The team converged on the CDXC Dinner
in March, leaving for Los Angeles the
following day. Although we could have
flown straight on to Tahiti, we built in
“buffer” time to allow for flight delays. An
overnight in Los Angeles and a leisurely
day then took us to Los Angeles airport for
the midnight flight to Papetee. On arrival we
were met by Michel FO5QB and Dani,
FO5QJ, who were very helpful in getting
our bags to the local Airport Motel. We also
checked in our antenna cargo for the onward
flight the following day and then went to
Michel’s to inspect his great hill-top
location and make a few QSO’s for DXFC.

The inventory took a lot of time – we knew
that we had to take everything - Raivavae is
a small island with a population of 900 and
there is no local B&Q. So we checked and
double checked our plans and it is credit to
Chris’ eye for detail that the only omission
(easily rectified) was a roll of bin bags!
Undertaking an expedition like this requires
careful planning of the baggage. Airlines
vary – some offer generous allowances on
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quickly became clear that both the VDA’s
and the 30 and 40m verticals were putting a
prominent signal into Europe. The mayhem
in some of the pile-ups had to be heard to be
believed, with the 20m SSB pile standing
out as being particularly ugly.

We then returned to our hotel and slept a
while after our overnight flight, after which
we met Michel and Philippe, FO4BM for a
pleasant dinner.
Up at 3.30 the following morning for the
6.00 am flight to Raivavae. No hitches at
check in (we were 1kg over our total
allowance) and two hours later we landed
on the island to be met by Eléonor and
Dennis, our hosts. Having been warned
about our baggage they had a minibus and a
truck waiting – perfect.

Conditions exceeded our expectations (and
the propagation predictions) with 24-hour
propagation to Europe on some bands. The
well-known daylight “fade-out” just did not
happen, at least for the first week. Later in
the expedition conditions became more
conventional, but by that time we had made
significant in-roads into the pile-ups.

Our “pension” was ideally located in the
North-East of the island, with three
bungalows at the water’s edge and others
further back in the garden. We selected two
waterfront bungalows for shacks and spread
the team in the other rooms for sleeping.
Intensive work from about 10.00 am had a
number of the antennas up by dusk and we
opened up on 30 and 40m. However, prior
to beginning we had to investigate an issue
with the power supply to one of our chalets,
which showed as faulty in terms of earthing
and provided an exciting “tingle” to some of
the team. After an anxious hour or so, with
Justin crawling inside the mains distribution
panel, all was resolved and we were ready
to go.

Once all the antennas were completed, we
settled into the routine of eat-sleep-operate,
with each operator covering at least 12
hours in 24 (we occasionally brought the
fourth (spare) station into use to optimise
band openings). We began RTTY on 15m
after a few days and the demand was
ferocious. MMVARI multi-channel coped
well with the pile, but the habit of trying to
tail-end on the last station’s frequency
defeats the band map it tries to build.
Similarly, on CW, we experimented with a
skimmer, using a FunCube Pro+ dongle
sharing the antenna of one station. Although
we had little time to properly evaluate this,
it certainly gave a good idea of who was in
the pileup calling us. More work to do, but
an interesting further development in pileup
management.

The antennas were erected along a 75m strip
of beach, with their bases at the high water
mark. This of course required guying into
the sea, and the well-proven technique of
“dead-men” in the sand provided simple and
secure guying points. However, there was
much mirth as we tried to dig the pits for the
dead-men when the tide was determined not
to let us. But the “dead-men” technique
provides a guying point with a holding
strain which must be in excess of 100kg.
We had no movement in any of our guying
points, despite some quite strong winds,
although we did suffer from telescoping
sections in the verticals, through softening
of the taped joints in the sun.

160m was a disappointment. We tried very
hard to work Europe, but heard absolutely
nothing from there, nor indeed from the East
Coast of the US. After some days where we
neither heard nor were heard in Europe, we
determined that further investment in 160m
was inappropriate, given the continuing high
demand elsewhere. It is perhaps interesting
to note that the highest rate achieved by the
three stations together was some 1050 per
hour, and that was on the last full day of
operation.
Internet was a bit of an issue, as the link
from the local wifi point was not the fastest,

The following day, we completed all the
antennas except the LF vertical, and it
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Sunday was set aside for family recreation,
with the ukuleles transferring to the beach
and music drifting along the shores in each
village.

and appeared to cause difficulties for some
ISP’s. Most of us mastered it in time, but
broadband it was not. Although there was
good cellular coverage on the island, it
appeared not to include an enabled data
service.

The people of the island seem very happy –
and are polite and courteous. They are
somewhat cautious about the few
“incomers” from Tahiti, and claim that these
people do not share the islanders’ values
and sense of pride. It seems that if you are
an incomer and commit a crime, you get
sent to jail in Tahiti. Subject to good
behaviour you may return to Raivavae, but
if you offend again, you are banished for
life from the island. Not too many repeat
offences, I suspect.

The Island
After nine days it was time for a break, and
we closed down operations for a few hours
to take a trip around the island. Raivavae is
a beautiful place. Its 900 population live
mainly around the coast in generally good
quality single-storey houses. The first
impression of the villages is how neat and
well-kept everything is. All verges are
strimmed and the gardens tended with
enthusiasm. Much of the island has the
appearance of parkland and its population
seem very proud of where they live.

Our island trip took us into the hinterland
with a visit to an old pre-missionary temple
in the jungle and a tiki – a stone goddess
effigy. We stopped at the wharf as a
convenient spot to enjoy our sandwich and
beer, and completed the trip in time for the
bands to open.

The island is dominated by Mount Hiro
which towered behind out “pension” to the
south, giving the island some dramatic
scenery (and blocking our long path
openings!). Apart from the coast road (only
paved part-way) there is one other road
which bisects the island over the lower
slopes of the mountain, offering spectacular
views of the coastscape and outer “motus”
(the small reef islands which surround the
main island). It has been said that Raivavae
is similar to Bora Bora fifty years ago, and I
can believe this. It has some truly idyllic
spots and virtually no tourism to speak of.
There are about twenty guest beds on the
island and three flights a week to Tahiti.
The island is supplied by a two-weekly
cargo ship, which can carry 20ft containers
and heavy equipment as well as general
freight and passengers.

Eléonor and Dennis, were the ideal hosts.
They had lived in the US for 35 years
(Dennis is a US national and Eléonor is
from Raivavae) and returned to the island in
2002. Dennis had run a haulage company in
California before retiring. They were both
very helpful in working around the needs of
team scheduling. Breakfast and dinner were
in two sittings, and lunch was (at our
request) just a sandwich. Beer was available
in the ‘fridge although we were quite
modest in our consumption, which surprised
a number of us. Coffee was on tap 24/7 and
all in all, the “pension” fitted our needs
well.
And so the days rolled on. We are writing
separately about pile-up behaviour so I
won’t cover any of that in detail here. But
we all experienced the good and the bad of
amateur radio behaviour in the two weeks
on the air. There was great interest in
working us, and at the end the HF pile-ups
were as if we had never been on the bands.

The protestant church is a focal point in
each village. Our “pension” was next to the
church in Anatonu and Sundays were
special. The whole population turned out in
their finery for the 10.30 service, with a
team of men churchgoers wielding ukuleles
providing the backing accompaniment to
some quite lovely south-sea islands multipart close-harmony singing. The rest of
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Then it was time to break it all down for the
return to the UK. As always, everything was
down in a few hours, but we found to our
surprise that one length of coax had been
eaten, we think by rats, so that a 12 inch
length was without its outer sleeve.

The five VDAs were the star of the show. It
is clear that by the water they represent a
simple and elegant way to get a very low
angle signal away. When operating we
“felt” we were loud and pile-up control was
relatively easy.

In the end, we made 76,760 QSOs which
was a satisfactory performance from our
point of view. Towards the end, I think the
effort of 12/24 operating and variable sleep
patterns began to show on the team, and we
probably ended at the right time.

Luggage strategy is a core part of any
expedition like this – we spent a lot of time
optimising the weights and distribution to
duck and dive between the regulations. We
managed to obtain a written dispensation
from Air Tahiti Nui in advance about the
antenna poles, although at Los Angeles this
was disputed. In the event the piece of paper
won the day, and saved us some $300!

Wednesday 2nd April saw us back on the
flight to Tahiti and then twelve hours later
overnight to Los Angeles, the Visalia
convention and then Heathrow. A very
satisfying three weeks, which has whetted
the appetite to go somewhere else exotic
before too long.

We were lucky with noise. Our earlier trip
to Rurutu and Tubuai in 2009 was plagued
by serious noise issues, and Dave, K3EL
had warned of similar issues on Raivavae.
But in the end, there was nothing of note.
However, noise is one big risk of not
undertaking a site survey prior to an
expedition. The other aspect of noise
surprised us significantly. On previous
expeditions
to
the
Inter-Tropical
Convergence Zone we have suffered from
huge storm static issues. At Raivavae,
although there were weak static crashes,
these did not impair communication.

Reflections
The Elecraft KPA 500’s are quite excellent.
They didn’t even break sweat when being
worked 24/7 in a non-air conditioned quasitropical environment (and it did get hot
from time to time). We were a tad worried
about mains voltage regulation in our
bungalows, but in the event the KPA’s
coped well. The integration to the K3 is
very effective, as is the protection.

And finally was it fun? You bet. I think
we’d all do it again tomorrow (well perhaps
next month). A beautiful retreat from the
“real” world (or was it “TO” the real
world?)

We possibly under-sized the team by one.
With just three stations, there are always at
least three bands available to work. So it
may be that there is some formula for team
size of 2n+1 where n = number of stations.
This also avoids operators getting locked
into a shift pattern, and provides a full
night’s sleep occasionally for each team
member. But we consciously wanted to
keep the team size down. We did not want a
“management” structure and took decisions
by consensus. This worked well – probably
because we had all known each other for so
long.

Our final statistics included some 2456
QSOs with the UK and, the breakdown of
our total QSO count can be seen in the table
below:
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Band
160
80
40
30
20
17
15
12
10
Totals

CW

PH

RTTY

Total

49
1337
3995
6028
8242
5809
7436
8557
7664
49117

0
0
879
0
2716
3724
5046
5432
6248
24045

0
0
0
0
0
0
3600
0
0
3600

49
1337
4874
6028
10960
9533
16080
13989
13912
76762

Total
%
0.10%
1.70%
6.30%
7.90%
14.30%
12.40%
20.90%
18.20%
18.10%

_______________________________________________________________________

TX6G – A ‘customer’ perspective
Peter E. Chadwick G3RZP
was noticeable that TX6G would send a
callsign and a report to a station and others
would call over the top. Quite a number of
UK stations were no better than the rest of
Europe in this respect, even some who
have been licenced for over 50 years and
so presumably should know better!
Demonstrating, incidentally, that having
passed the old RAE and a 12wpm Morse
test and having been on for years does not
necessarily mean a good or even
competent operator….

The TX6G expedition to Raivavae in the
Austral Islands has come and gone. The
propagation was good – someone must
have had words with Palos Verdes
Sundancers to get them to bang the DX
drum (if you don’t know about them, see
http://www.oocities.org/capecanaveral/164
1/sundancers.html,
http://www.oocities.org/k2cddx/story26.ht
ml,
http://www.ve1dx.net/Stories/story025.ht
ml
- with the exception of 160m. The signals
were very good, especially considering the
simple antennas used, although the
location at the ocean’s edge obviously
helped. The excellent operators showed
almost infinite patience with the European
*&^%$£! idiots, especially on SSB, of
which there were many. On the European
morning of March 23rd on 14MHz, Don,
G3BJ, was operating and even he couldn’t
control the pile up. He kept asking for no
tail ending, for only the callsign he was
calling to respond and all to no avail.
Eventually, he gave up and went to CW –
after showing considerably more patience
than I would have done. Even on CW, it

There seems to be a belief that ‘exposing’
your callsign in this fashion makes it more
likely to be accepted: I have a feeling that
in many cases, it is a good way to get it
accepted onto a ‘black list’.
There were of course, the usual ‘traffic
cops’ and deliberate QRMers, but the
generally good signals from TX6G helped
in this respect.
I managed QSOs on CW on all bands 80 to
10 and on SSB on 17, 15 and 10. Nigel,
G3TXF did his usual excellent job of
QSLing and the cards came back in 10
days….
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operating standards amongst DXers Maybe
not, though…… [Ed: See Chairman’s
Chat – your wish may come partly true
this year].

But the general level of operating by
stations calling DX in pile ups leads me to
wonder if a ‘DX University’ at a
convention – on the same lines as the
‘Contest University’ – would improve

______________________________________________________________________

2014 Amsterdam Island DXpedition
A most memorable experience .…
lifting and made sure that we were
comfortable and safe for our passage. The
Indian Ocean was not so thoughtful and
made
our
journey
somewhat
uncomfortable for several days.
We
passed the time operating maritime mobile
as VK6FZM, read books, did crossword
and Sudoku puzzles, watched DVDs and
clung tightly to our bunks during heavy
seas. We came to know each other very
well over those nine days.

On January 14, 2014 a team of 14 very
experienced
DXpeditioners
departed
Fremantle, Western Australia on the RV
Braveheart for a nine day 1900 mile
nautical mile passage to Amsterdam Island
in the southern Indian Ocean. The team
consisted of ten North Americans, one
South American and three Europeans. The
countries represented were the United
States (New Jersey, Ohio, Georgia,
Illinois, Minnesota, California), Canada,
Martinique, Colombia, Norway, Russia
and Tajikistan. We planned to activate
Amsterdam Island for the first time since
1998. The island ranked in the top five of
most wanted entities for DXCC. Ralph
Fedor, K0IR, had spent over two years
organizing this trip to make it one of the
most successful DXpeditions in recent
memory.

We arrived at the island on January 23,
2014 and the following day began
transferring our equipment to the island by
Zodiac. The French inhabitants were
extremely helpful with this task and
efficiently
allocated
the
offloaded
equipment to the appropriate station sites
using a fork-lift, tractor and trailer. We
didn’t know what to expect from the
twenty resident islanders but our
trepidation was quickly allayed. We saw
nothing but smiles and a can-do attitude
that made it clear that our team had grown
again this time to forty strong. After a
brief orientation, we split up into two radio
teams and went to our respective work
sites…either the lower Mataf site about 76
feet above sea level and a half mile from
the Martin de Vivies base or the upper
Antonelli site about 650 feet above sea
level with a two mile hike from the base
and uphill through very rough terrain. It
took us a couple of days to assemble the
antennas and stations, erect the antennas,

The Northern Corridor Radio Group
consisting of members from Perth and the
surrounding areas proved to be an
invaluable resource to the project. They
provided transportation from the airport,
hosted two BBQs and loaned us multiple
aluminium tower sections for our Yagi
antennas.
The crew of five plus our ship Captain,
Matt Jolly, worked tirelessly to ready the
boat for our journey. It quickly became
clear that our team was really twenty
strong as the crew was completely
committed to making our endeavor a
successful one. They did a lot of the heavy
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ocean to nestle in the thick clumps of grass
which were interspersed with large lava
rocks. They had no fear of humans and, if
approached,
could
become
very
aggressive. Our French host required us to
agree not to travel at dark from our
operating shacks. It was dangerous at
Mataf because we might find a family of
seals in the brush around our towers; seal
bites can be very nasty. It was dangerous
at Antonelli because the two mile hike to
base was over uneven and perilous terrain.
The only way to abide with this constraint
was to have 12 or 24 hour shifts. There
were three bunk beds at each site so it was
possible to catch a quick nap if one was
necessary. Small “kitchens” were set up at
each site so a meal could be enjoyed if
anyone needed a snack or drink.
We were treated royally at Martin de
Vivies base.
We were housed in a
dormitory with two to a room. We had
flush toilets, warm showers and
comfortable bunk beds. We had use of the
local laundry facilities and internet,
although our connection rate was painfully
slow and we had to use French keyboards!
The biggest surprise was the gourmet food
that we enjoyed. Breakfast was from 6:30
AM to 9:00 AM and was continental with
a choice of fruit, fruit juices, hot chocolate,
coffee or tea, cold cereal and warm
baguettes with butter, margarine or jam.
Lunch and dinner were a different matter
altogether. We were treated to fresh fish,
lobster, sausage, beef or chicken, salads,
vegetables, rice, French fries (frites), pasta
and delicious sauces to dress up the
already yummy feast. Dessert consisted of
various choices of cheeses, cakes and
pastries and even ice cream sundaes with
chocolate and whipped cream toppings.
With each meal there was a choice of
beverage which included French wine. No
one suffered malnutrition on Amsterdam
Island! There was also a small bar which
served soft drinks, beer, wine and various
liquors. No one suffered from thirst on
Amsterdam Island, either! It was not
unusual for the team to give Francis, the

establish generator power and network our
computers.
At both sites we used three element
monoband Yagis on 10, 12, 15, 17 and 20
meters, single element vertical antennas
for 30, 40 and 80 meters and an EY8MM
“special” 160 meter top loaded vertical
only at the Antonelli site. The Yagis were
rotated manually by the “Armstrong”
method. The transceivers were Elecraft
K3s driving either OM Power OM-2000 or
Elecraft KPA-500 amplifiers. Several of
the transceivers had auxiliary Elecraft
panadapters.
The interfaces were by
W3YY, the band pass filters were
individual ICE models in the shack and
4O3A high power models at the tower
base. We used N1MM logging software
and the MMTTY engine for radio teletype.
There were three 6000 watt generators at
each site and the Braveheart crew
maintained the generators throughout the
operation. Corporate sponsorship was
generous and without their support this
operation would have been impossible.
FT5ZM hit the airwaves on January 26,
2014 to humongous pile-ups. Those pileups never abated. When we closed the
operation on February 12, 2014 the pileups were still humongous. In spite of
meticulous planning, several obstacles
were encountered. The terrain between
Antonelli and Mataf made networking of
both sites problematic. Some of the
computer power supplies were RF noisy
making it difficult to operate on some
bands. After one week of operation, we
found that our 40 and 80 meter operation
from Mataf was interfering with the
geomagnetic monitoring that the resident
scientists were carrying out; we had to shut
down 40 and 80 meter operation from
Mataf.
During the day, we were serenaded by the
island seals and their calves who
clamoured for their next meal. There were
thousands of seals that called Amsterdam
their home. At night they came out of the
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departed the island and waved goodbye to
our friends at the pier. The nine day transit
back to Fremantle blessed us with six days
of calm weather and only three more days
of tossing and rolling. We were all glad to
finally place our feet on solid ground on
February 22. With our sea legs still under
us and the ground “moving,” we were
graciously treated to another BBQ by the
Northern Corridor Radio Group at their
club station. The following evening our
radio team started leaving the continent
down under.
We will fondly remember the generosity of
our Australian hosts, the graciousness of
our French hosts and the comradeship of
the Braveheart crew. We gratefully thank
our support team who helped at every step
of the DXpedition. Lastly, we will never
forget our radio team mates and what we
accomplished together on this DXpedition.
We hope you made it into the log and that
you enjoyed our adventure as much as we
did.

chef, a round of applause in appreciation
of his delicious creations.
Our radio team was integrated into the
French team at the Skua restaurant. We
each performed at least once as “petit
Marie” helping “grande Marie” clean the
restaurant floor once daily and set and bus
the tables for lunch and dinner.
The eight K3 transceivers hummed for
seventeen days churning out 170,000
QSOs. The breakdown by continent was
50% Europe, 25% North America, 22%
Asia, and 3% Africa/South America and
Oceania. The statistics by mode were
95,000 CW, 63,000 SSB and 12,000
RTTY. Our most productive bands were
10 meters (30,834), followed closely by 15
meters (28,237) and 20 meters (27,816).
We worked DXCC on every band except
80 meters (96) and 160 meters (85). There
were over 36,000 unique calls in the log.
Unfortunately, we had to cease operation
one day earlier than scheduled due to an
approaching unfavourable weather front
causing rough surf. Heavy seas would
make it impossible to load the RV
Braveheart. With a heavy heart, we

DXpedition web site:
http:\\www.amsterdamdx.org
Copyright © 2014 by Arnold Shatz
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2014 Enggano Island DXpedition IOTA OC-204
Imam, YB4IR/P
wood to brace the bases. This job is quite
difficult because the ground is sand and
stones. Finally at 13.00 all antennas stood
perfectly and we could relax over lunch
and take a shower.

Enggano Island was last activated in 1995
by a team using the callsign 8A4EI and I
have long had plans to re- activate it. In
2013, due to weather and sea conditions, I
had to delay but in March 2014, I
succeeded.

On 12th March my first CQ at 08:59z on
15m was answered by DL6UNF and after
that I got pile-ups from many EU and JA
stations until 12:15z when propagation
faded. I took a 30 minute break for dinner
and at 12:42z was QRV on 20m. My first
call was answered by WA6GFE followed
by pile ups from NA and JA stations (my
Yagi antenna was beaming to JA/NA).
Some big EU stations broke the pile-ups
but mostly it was NA and JA for the next
five hours. At 18:29z I moved to 30m
using the vertical antenna and made my
first CQ with LA2PA. As usual after that
there were big pile-ups from EU stations
through to 19:44z when the band began to
close. I QSY’d to 40m and pile-ups from
around the world (EU, JA and NA)
continued until I went QRT at 21:14z after
a long day. I finished the first day with 788
QSO’s from 13 hours of operating.

The trip to Enggano is very tiring because
from my home in Palembang city in South
Sumatra to Bengkulu city is 16 hours by
road and then from the sea port at
Bengkulu it is a 14 hour sea crossing to the
island. My journey started in Palembang at
08:00 local on 8th March 2014, with an
overnight stop in Lahat, and an arrival in
Bengkulu city at 18:00 the following day. I
had a day in Bengkulu to prepare the
equipment that will be taken to Enggano especially the generator set. The following
day I was joined by two amateur radio
friends from Bengkulu who would join me
for the trip.
We sailed at 17:00 on 11th March 2014 and
arrived at Kahyapu, the port of Enggano
Island, at 07:00 the following morning.
The weather was very bright and sunny.
Our operating site was in Kaana village,
about 5 km from the port. On arrival I met
the head of the village for the licensing
process and also to arrange to buy gasoline
for our generator because gasoline is
rationed to each family. By his kindness I
finally obtained rations to buy up to 65
litres of gasoline. Next I went to the beach
to find the best location. With the help of a
compass, I finally found a good location to
beam directly to Europe and America. At
10:00 local I started to assemble my
vertical and my Yagi antenna. It took just
an hour during which time my two friends
had already set up tents and tried the
engine generator. The next job was to
attach the antenna to the mast of the
bamboo plant and find some branches of

After around 3 hours sleep I started on
10m at 00:31z and worked UA0LS
followed by JA4HNK, JA1UII and K6UM
after that I ran pile-ups from NA and JA
stations until around 01:59z. The
propagation began to close and I moved to
12m and had pile-ups from NA and JA
until around 03:53z. At 03:59 UTC on
15m my first QSO was answered by
VU3ARP and immediately afterwards
there were pile-ups from the EU and some
JA stations. 15m closed at 08:50z and I
returned to 10m working YU1FW and
pile-ups from EU Stations until around
10:18z. After a 30 minute break I was
QRV on 30m and first worked JM1LWY
followed by pile-ups from JA and NA until
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TX6G – Raivavae, the Austral Islands (Page 13)

Early morning flight to Raivavae (photo G3TXF)

Assembling a VDA (photo G4JKS)
I

TX6G – Raivavae, the Austral Islands (Page 13)

Ranks of VDAs (photo G4JKS)

Sunrise at TX6G (photo G4TSH)

G3XTT running CW (photo G3TXF)
II

TX6G – Raivavae, the Austral Islands (Page 13)

The QSOs roll in (photo G4JKS)

Visiting a Tiki on Raivavae (photo G3TXF)
III

Visalia International DX Convention 2014 (Page 27)

Tim, K3LR discusses gain with Bill,
AA7XT, of InnoVAntennas
(photo G4JKS)

Don, VE7DS (previously at TX5RG and ZL9HR),
Keith, VE7KW (of the PJ2T team) and Nigel, G3TXF
(photo G4JKS)

Arne, N6HC (regular
DXpeditioner) Chip Margelli, of
InnoVAntennas and Tim N6GP
(photo G4JKS)

Orange everywhere: most members of the TX6G team keeping a low profile (photo G3TXF)
IV

2014 Amsterdam Island DXpedition (Page 19)

FT5ZM team at the RV Braveheart prior to leaving Fremantle, Western Australia

Mataf operating site
V

2014 Amsterdam Island DXpedition (Page 19)

Arnie N6HC operating from the Antonelli site

VI

Enggano IOTA DXpedition OC-204 (Page 22)

VII

Enggano IOTA DXpedition OC-204 (Page 22)

Imam YB4IR

VIII

10m, 12m, 15m, 20m and 30M with no
luck – there were no stations to be heard
on any modes. After nearly two hours,
15m started to open with some very weak
signals and at 04:59z I started to CQ but
only worked one JA station. After another
four hours of dead bands, I finally heard
CW on 15m and my CQ at 06:16z was
answered by OE6ZL and then the pile-ups
from JA and EU lasted five hours! On 40m,
my first CQ at 12:10z was received by
KD7H and after that I ran an NA and JA
pile-up until at 13:55z. I returned to 15m at
14:06z and got pile-ups until 16:33z when
propagation faded and I QSY’d to 20m
then to 40m and finally went QRT at
21:23z. I took 3 hours sleep.

13:31z. I took a break for dinner and then
went to 20m until it closed at 16:55z.
Another short break and then to 30m for
EU pile-ups before needing to go QRT for
sleep at 18:40z.
After sleeping for 4 hours, my third day
started with a CQ at 23:38z on 20m with
only KH7XS/W4 returning my calls – the
band was very poor so I moved to 15m
and only worked four stations, so I moved
to 10m and only worked some JA and NA
station until around 01:07z. It was clear
that propagation was poor because after
CQ’ing for around 15 minutes on 12m I
was finally answered by N3AIU at 01:22z
and I had propagation to NA and JA for
just one hour before 12m closed again. The
situation was similar on 15m and after 40
minutes of CQ’ing I had worked just
VR2CO, VR2CO, JH1RNS, W7GN,
JR6RLV and N6TQ. After 15 more
minutes CQ’ing without success I tried

On average I only slept for 3 hours and
breaks for lunch and dinner were about 30
minutes. My QSO summary data can be
seen in the table below (summary data
sourced from Club log):

Band/Mode breakdown
Band CW PH RTTY
341
0
0
40
1020
0
0
30
605 207
0
20
281
3
0
17
754 499
11
15
537
0
66
12
503 173
0
10
77
Totals 4041 882

Total
341
1020
812
284
1264
603
676
5000

DXCC by Band/Mode breakdown
Total
6.8%
20.4%
16.2%
5.7%
25.3%
12.1%
13.5%

Band
40
30
20
17
15
12
10
Totals
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CW PH RTTY Total
41
0
0
41
58
0
0
58
46 42
0
57
37
3
0
37
51 53
5
67
46
0
16
50
44 32
0
52
82 65
19
93

2013 American Samoa and Samoa/5W8 DXpedition
Part 2
(for Part 1,see Digest, March 2014)
We hit Pago Pago

now booked to fly with Polynesian on their
Twin Otter to Fagali’i Airport in Samoa,
the bad news was that Polynesian would
not honour our excess baggage
arrangement with Inter Island and we were
now required to pay in full. Fortunately, it
was a short flight but still it was a rather
hefty unforeseen expense. More bad news
was to follow. As the flight was full the
supervisor could not guarantee that all our
baggage would be loaded onto the aircraft.
As we had a ferry to catch at the other end
we tried the well-proven method of
securing a degree of preferential treatment
however it did not work on this occasion
because on reaching Samoa we found that
only part of our baggage had made the
flight. We had just lost a day and most of
our equipment! The tour company had a
minibus there to meet us and take us to the
noon ferry but it was plain we were not
going to make that and as the last ferry
was at 4pm it was going to be touch and
go. The scene at Fagali’i Airport was
pretty chaotic and reliable information at a
premium, however, we did discover that
the Polynesian Twin Otter would be doing
a shuttle run back and forth throughout the
day.
In the meantime, between flights, the
minibus driver took us to the licensing
authority to collect the 5W8A license
which Jacky had arranged earlier. This
went very smoothly in a friendly
atmosphere. The Director popped out of
his office to say hello and made the
observation that we looked like “a group of
radio amateurs”! Whatever did he mean?!
With the license in hand, our driver then
dropped us off at a seafood restaurant for
brunch before heading back to the airport
to meet the next flight from Pago Pago. By
the third flight of the day in mid-afternoon,
thanks to Jacky’s endeavours and

Once the gear was packed away we were
at a loose end and as we had yet to visit
Pago Pago itself we asked the caretaker if
she could arrange a hire car for the last
afternoon and evening. With Kip at the
wheel we drove into town passing KFC,
McDonalds and Pizza Hut outlets, all very
American style. It took an hour to get there
but before we knew it we were out the
other side! It’s not a big place and to the
north of town we quickly found ourselves
among the tuna packing plants with the
fishing fleet moored alongside - tuna being
the main industry. Doing a quick u-turn we
located the Visitor Center for the National
Park of American Samoa where we
received a warm welcome, in fact
everyone we met during our stay was
extremely friendly and helpful. As Masa
had to leave for Japan that evening due to
work commitments we made our way to a
restaurant recommended to us by the
Visitor Center. Sadie’s by the Sea was an
excellent choice and we had a fine meal in
pleasant surroundings. From the ambience
it was clear that we had all enjoyed the
first leg of the DXpedition, new
friendships had been formed, and we were
taking away lots of good memories. It was
soon time to get Masa to the airport for his
flight to Hawaii and after seeing him off
we headed back to the lodge as we had a
very early start next morning.
We’ve crossed the Dateline but our
equipment is a day behind us...
On reaching the airport early next
morning, we were faced with the news that
our flight on Inter Island Airways had been
cancelled due to the Dornier’s lack of that
airworthiness certificate which I alluded to
earlier. The good news was that we were
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remonstrations with the ground staff we
finally had all eight pieces of our baggage
loaded on to the minibus for the one hour
drive across Upolu Island to catch the ferry
to Savai’i. We’d made it.

the same time if there is a rainy squall in
the middle of the night you, your clothes
and your bedding are generally pretty wet
by the time you manage to deploy the
blinds – of course I speak as a tourist not
having the knack of battening down the
hatches in a hurry! There were two thin
mattresses with mosquito nets in each fale
and the electrics powered one small lamp
so it was plain to see that we would not be
setting up our rigs there. There was a
communal washroom at some distance
from the fales across an expanse of sand. It
is fair to say that we all realised this was
going to be a new experience to which
some would adapt better than others! We
were welcomed with fresh coconut milk
and while we sipped it we picked out a
likely spot for our equipment and
antennas. As there were not many others
staying there at the time, the manager
agreed that we could set up the rigs in a
very large open-sided fale with access to
the beach only feet away. There were
tables and chairs available and the
operators would be able to look out at the
waves breaking on the reef while they
worked the pile-ups!

Maritime Mobile
Once at the jetty our minibus driver asked
one of the waiting truck drivers if we could
load our baggage onto the back of his lorry
and offload it at the other side. He readily
agreed to do this for a small fee and saved
us quite a bit of manual labour. The car
ferry somewhat resembled a landing craft
with a front loading ramp and sailed with a
full load of vehicles and passengers for the
trip across the Apolima Strait to Savai’i
Island which took us about 90 minutes.
There were no facilities on board as such
but Jacky and Aki disappeared inside the
accommodation block while Kip and I
found a bit of shade back aft and sat
outside on the steel deck.
On reaching Savai’i, there was another
minibus, this one from Tanu Beach Fales,
waiting to take us to our destination on the
north coast. During the one hour drive it
was obvious that the topography was very
different from Tutuila. Here it was much
flatter with many promising looking
operating sites. We were struck by the
sheer number of churches on the way,
often quite stunning and ornate in
picturesque settings, and of many different
denominations. It is a beautiful island and
everywhere looked so neat and tidy giving
the distinct impression that the Samoans
took a lot of pride in their idyllic
environment.

5W8A On The Air
As it was quite late and getting dark on
arrival it was decided just to erect the 40m
vertical that night and have one station on
the air using our remaining working K3
and KPA-500 linear. Our first QSO on
Nov 27th with Jacky operating was with
JA3ALO at 0811z and within an hour he
also had NA and EU in the log and went
on to make 235 Q’s before fatigue caught
up with him and he headed off to get some
shuteye like the rest of us. Before breakfast
we were up and working on the remaining
antennas, however, as the day wore on the
weather became extremely hot and, as the
resort was virtually built on the sandy
beach, we were bitten mercilessly by sand
flies and mosquitoes. Aki, our antenna
guru, this time went for a 20m Vertical
Quad Loop to be used via the KAT-500
ATU as a multiband antenna. It was

Samoan Beach Fales
Fale means house in Samoan. The beach
fales were round shaped, of all wooden
construction with no solid walls and
thatched roofs. The wooden floor was
raised a couple of feet above the sand and
hand-woven blinds slung between the
vertical roofing support poles offered a
degree of privacy. The open walls allow
for the trade winds to cool you down but at
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We need another Antenna

running East-West and rigged between two
fiberglass poles. Meanwhile Kip and I
assembled and set up the CrankIR for 30m
and lashed it to a wooden bench within
feet of the high tide mark on the beach.
After a slight adjustment to the radial
length we had a near perfect SWR. Later
on we found it very easy to change bands
on the CrankIR working at ground level
with the antenna in situ. This was achieved
by simply winding two spools, one holding
the vertical wire and the other the single
radial wire, and either letting out or taking
in wire. To facilitate this, there were
colour coded band markers along the
vertical wire and the radial wire was then
adjusted to around a quarter-wave for
resonance and best SWR. A good match
was always obtained quickly obviating the
need for an ATU and results overall were
impressive.
At 2120z we fired up on 10m with the
Quad Loop and had a good run into NA,
SA and some nice Caribbean DX as well
as JA’s. We went on to try the Loop on the
other high bands and found it was also
working equally well on those. As we were
now four operators with only one station
we decided to try to run a second station
using my Icom IC-7000 barefoot. My past
experience with the Icom in a multi-station
environment was not good as we had
always been bedeviled by the phase noise
it produced but surprisingly this time we
had no problem. We were using Dunestar
bandpass filters on both rigs and other
governing factors probably included the
placement of the antennas but primarily
the fact that the second rig was a K3,
known to be very clean. Whatever, we
were “go” and I took to 30m running 100w
to the CrankIR. Results were superb and I
ran a pile-up for the next six hours
working all parts of the world, including
many EU stations, while Jacky used the
Elecraft station to good effect on 40m with
no breakthrough at all.

After 30 and 40m dropped out, Jacky
decided to try 80m using the 20m Quad
Loop. To his surprise he soon had over 90
NA stations in the log all the way across to
the East Coast and VY2ZM. Unlike in
KH8, there was no locally generated noise,
just relatively light static, so it seemed like
a good idea to put up a low band antenna
specifically for 160 but also to improve
our signal on 80m. This was achieved the
next day by lashing the 18m Spiderpole to
an existing wooden mast and rigging up an
inverted ‘L’ with as many radials as we
could bury beneath the sand, some into the
sea and others under the tables and chairs
of the open dining area! Jacky had really
taken to low band operating in KH8 and
was subsequently to put in several all night
sessions as 5W8A right up to departure
day. As he was heading for his fale at
daybreak, Kip was turning up to take over
just as the high bands opened, always
putting a good NA run into the log every
morning before the gong sounded for
breakfast. As in KH8, the high bands
generally stayed open until late morning
before the same afternoon lull.
On the last couple of days I went on RTTY
with the IC-7000 and again I was kept
busy. The demand for RTTY just keeps on
growing and I often wonder if it is because
the jingle bell sound takes us old timers
back to the days when the shortwave bands
were full of commercial radioteletype
signals. PSK31 just does not stir that
nostalgia somehow!
“Unwinding” This Was Not
Ostensibly the reason for our stopover in
Samoa was to unwind and relax after KH8
but in truth it did not quite live up to that
billing. Operating in the open air meant
that we, our bare legs especially, were
constantly being bitten by sand flies and
mosquitoes. The itch from these bites was
excruciating to the point where it was nigh
impossible to sleep in the hot fale. Give
me the rampaging sea lions at Campbell
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Island any day! All the Tanu Beach staff
were very friendly and helpful in every
way - in fact they were all part of one very
large extended family, nevertheless our
final verdicts ranged from “a unique
experience” to “being in a refugee camp”!
Still, it is not a place I would rule out for a
return visit in the future especially in the
knowledge that I would be better prepared
next time.

close to the airport. Now that would be the
place for a 5W DXpedition!!
Conclusion and Thanks
We all thoroughly enjoyed being part of
this DXpedition taking in the two DXCC
entities and we would like to thank all
those who sponsored us and donated so
generously including via OQRS. We
sincerely appreciate all the support given
to us. We hope the pile-ups were as much
fun at your end as they were for us.

5W8A Final Day
The last QSO of the trip was JA4LKB on
17m CW at 0244z on Dec 1st. We just
managed to make our DXCC from 5W8A
with 101 entities from a total of 6352
contacts. On the day of departure we left
Tanu Beach Fales just before sunrise to
catch the ferry for the crossing to Upolu
Island and our return Air New Zealand
flight to Auckland. We had some time to
kill before the flight and we had a
scrumptious breakfast at Le Vasa Resort

We also want to thank the owners and staff
of the Turtle and Shark Lodge on Tutuila,
American Samoa and Tanu Beach Fales on
Savai’i Island, Samoa for making us so
welcome and helping us in any way they
could. We hope we have left a favourable
impression of Amateur Radio in these two
countries.

______________________________________________________________________

Visalia International DX Convention 2014
Don Beattie, G3BJ
also Gordon, G3USR and Julie). The
majority of the others were mid-west/west
coast, with a smattering of East Coast
DXers.
Visalia is a relatively informal event, with
lots of time for networking, both around
the Convention Centre, in the Marriott and
at the numerous breakfasts and dinners
which form a part, or are associated with,
the mainstream Convention.
The TX6G team arrived Thursday, after
what seemed a long drive from Los
Angeles Airport following the overnight
flight from Papeete. Friday was a fairly
relaxing day, with Contest University and
DX University streams running in two of
the meeting halls but most of the team
catching up on sleep. Friday lunch-time,
the trade show opened, with an increasing

The TX6G team took the advantage of
passing through California on the way
back from the Australs to visit the 2014
Visalia Convention. 2014 is the second
year when the Convention has been held in
the Convention Centre adjoining the
downtown Visalia Marriott Hotel. This
makes for a convenient and good quality
facility which can amply accommodate the
six or seven hundred visitors to the
convention. Organisation of the event
alternates between the Northern and
Southern California DX Clubs – this year
it was the turn of the South to organise the
event.
In 2014, there were international visitors
from ZL, ZS, SM, XE, OH and VE, as
well as the G team (the TX6G team and
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team members (who could be spotted from
afar in their subtle orange Tee-shirts) being
asked why they did not feature. Timing, of
course, was the reason, but there was great
interest in the Australs operation and we
received many positive comments. The
VU7AG
Lakshadweep
and
XZ1J
presentations were particularly interesting,
both showing some of the challenges of
getting the necessary approvals to operate
in these locations.
Further hard work at the attitude
adjustment hour on the Saturday was
followed by the main Convention dinner,
with Bob Allphin, K4UEE, giving the
after-dinner talk on the FT5ZM operation.
Bob has a relaxed and amusing style, and
the session was enjoyed by all. After both
the Friday and Saturday dinners, NCCC
hosted a hospitality suite, giving talented
winemakers W0YK, WK6I and N6ZFO
and master brewer W6RN the chance to
share their products around !

number of traders putting on stands. I
remember when the “trade show” was a
single room in the Holiday Inn at Visalia
(the previous Convention location).
Prominent in the show were Elecraft, Ham
Radio De Luxe, Expert Amplifiers,
RadioSport headsets, InnoVAntennas,
Green Heron, Array Solutions and others.
There was plenty of space to circulate in
the trade show, offering further chances to
network with others in the room.
Friday evening was the first of the dinner
evenings, with the options of the Top
Band, Contest or IOTA dinners. Diners
were preceded by the “Attitude
Adjustment Hour” with the chance to
down a few beers. Perhaps I’m getting old,
but it did seem that the food at these “mass
catering” affairs was improving, with the
Top Band dinner (and outside caterers)
being noteworthy. A good range of raffle
prizes were on offer at each event.

All too soon it was Sunday morning, and
the Convention breakfast, a presentation
on the Wake Island expedition (John
Miller, K6MM) and then time to leave. In
the case of the TX6G team, some headed
for Los Angeles airport, others for short
vacations in California. A pleasant
weekend with some of the world’s top
DXers in high quality surroundings, with a
great reception in particular for overseas
visitors – we were made to feel very
welcome. All in all, a good close to the
Pacific trip for the TX6G team.

On the Saturday, the Convention proper
opened with a DX Forum followed by the
Contest Forum. The DX Forum (with
members of the DXAC and chaired by
Wayne Mills, N7NG) mainly concerned
itself with possible DXCC rule changes
regarding remote operation. The Contest
Forum was an exchange of views on a
number of aspects of contesting.
The afternoon was devoted to some
technical presentations and a number of
DXpedition presentations, with TX6G

______________________________________________________________________

The Folding HEXBEAM
Nick Henwood, G3RWF
dx traveller of some experience that
sounded like heaven. To be able to work
all the higher bands without unlocking the
house to wander into the African night to
struggle with halyards by sound and feel –

Wandering
around
Friedrichshafen
Hamfest in June 2013 my eyes were drawn
upwards to a hexbeam which was claimed
to collapse like an umbrella to just 115
cms while weighing only 6 kg. As a solo
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or in old money, 8 inches)). This was
slightly surprising as my own use of PVCcovered wire has taught me to be very
careful
as
tails
alter
resonance
substantially and are more unpredictable
than bare copper.
Anyway I followed the instructions and
was disappointed to find that the antenna
resonated well above the bottom of each
band even with the long tails intact. By
this stage Alan G3XAQ had joined me (we
live close by) and we started a long
process of trying to get the elements to
resonate in the CW section. We both have
MFJ 259 antenna analysers which gave us
reassuringly consistent readings.
Those of you who are still with me (!) will
realise that altering the element lengths
does of course change the geometry of the
spider – and more than slightly when
fiddling with 8 inches on each end (i.e. 32
inches in total for radiator and reflector).
We spent many hours trying to get things
right and came to the conclusion that there
must be “something wrong” with the wire
– perhaps a different velocity factor from
that used to produce the measurements in
the instructions. An email to the
manufacturer confirmed that to be the case
- they had changed their supplier. Aagh! I
was very promptly sent some “old” wire to
remake the 15m element which was
proving particularly problematic.
I was due to leave for two months in
Uganda so I then bought new wire to the
original specification (from Radio Spares)
and rebuilt every element. Tedious but
effective – the antenna started to behave as
promised. Alan meanwhile had ordered a
bespoke telescopic mast for use in Rwanda
and we taught ourselves how to erect that
without crisis. And so I set off for Uganda
– antenna not quite fully tested but all
folded up inside my “golf” bag.

that could be wonderful. It could also be
ideal to use in Rwanda where Alan
G3XAQ and I were planning to go for
CQWW CW in November. Fortunately it
had to be ordered so I did not have the
embarrassment of taking it home
immediately to a sceptical spouse. After a
very helpful discussion with Christian, the
designer and manufacturer, I bought one. It
followed as promised three weeks later.
Excellent service.
Assembly
The kit is very comprehensive and there is
quite a bit to be done (generally good news
– I like making things). First impressions
were good – well made components and
nothing missing. All non-aluminium
hardware is stainless steel except for the
SO239 socket. Wire for the elements is
AWG 18 stranded copper wire with PVC
insulation. Some of the moulded parts are
attached to sprues so need to be cut off and
assembled.
Comprehensive advice is
given in the web-based instructions
(www.foldingantennas.com ) so it is not
proposed to repeat them here. So far, so
good.
Assembly was not difficult although you
are conscious that quite a lot of wires are
going into the air to cover all bands 6 to 20
m. For use on the CW sections of the
bands (of course) it was obvious that some
adjustments would be necessary. For
tuning purposes the antenna was supported
on a 16 foot aluminium pole gripped in a
much-abused portable workbench. The 1.5
inch diameter pole is in sections so it can
be pushed up 4 feet at a time.
Tuning the elements
The instructions say that the antenna will
resonate initially below the bottom of each
band and then should be brought to
resonance by gradually cutting off the
“tails” (i.e. wire beyond the insulators).
The instructions tell you to leave quite
long “tails” (e.g. 20 cms for 20 and 17m –

Uganda
The weather in Uganda was poor. In two
months there were only 3 days completely
without rain There was usually morning
sun and then thunder, strong winds and a
29

are not using a tuner. I had noticed this in
UK. The antenna holds lots of water –
rather like a spider’s web. As I go QRT in
Uganda when it thunders this was not a big
problem in practice. After the rain stopped
I would go outside and give the mast a big
shake – covering myself with water – but
raising
the
resonant
frequency
substantially. However it is a major
problem if you don’t have thunder and
want to stay on the air.

total downpour (quite short) – i.e. the
“rainy reason”. Not good for getting
around for work and not ideal for antenna
erection. For a week I pondered moistly
about how to get the hexbeam aloft.
Mercifully it came out of its bag
successfully and was soon assembled.
It was erected from a horizontal position
attached to the end of a 30 foot “Heath
Robinson” pole - a hazardous task.
Although I used the special strengthening
ring for the spreaders, the first attempt
failed because a light breeze blew the
spreaders upwards. The spreaders were
then lightly tied down to prevent a
repetition. A second attempt was
successful but would not have been
without the help of a young man well over
6 feet tall and the use of a bed frame as a
support. Personally I would now avoid
trying to get this antenna up from
horizontal – certainly with any mast longer
than 30 feet. It needs pushing up from
beneath because of the hinged spreaders.
The cords used to prevent the antenna
trying to blow inside out continued to be a
slight obstacle every time it was turned –
and I did not dare to take it down for
adjustment.

Rwanda
In Rwanda the antenna decided not to
spring eagerly from its bag – collapsing in
a tangled heap of spreaders and wire.
Actually it doesn’t take too long to
reassemble – better that than trying to
unravel it. I also took the opportunity to
change the cords spacing the elements to
monofil line – but it made no difference in
the wet. Getting it in the air at 35 feet was
much easier using Alan’s telescopic mast –
although we were both grateful for the
cook who noticed when it was starting to
fall down during erection.
Both Alan and I used the antenna in
CQWWCW – Alan on 10m and myself on
15m (with a multiplexer and filters of
course). In separate rooms we had very
little mutual interference – both using K3s
which are good performers in that respect
anyway. The filters restricted us to 100W
each. Outside the contest I was able to use
my KPA500 amplifier which worked OK
without a tuner but some of the SWR
readings were higher than I would
normally accept.
The antenna survived some severe storms
without incident. On one occasion, Alan
and I sat with closed eyes in Kigali while a
massive thunder storm lashed the antenna
and mast. Neither of us spoke – we were
just expecting it all to fall down. It didn’t.

IT WORKED. On the first day I was
spotted as “booming” – always reassuring.
I began to enjoy an all band directional
antenna – quieter in use and certainly with
some gain (estimated at 5-6 dB). I have
used the same location in Uganda for 6
years. There is a good take-off and even at
30 feet it worked well. Over the next 7
weeks (to be fair, far longer than most
“portable” operations) I observed that the
points of resonance were slowly shifting
and the elements were sagging slightly
more. This was found to be the clips on the
arms of the spider which were slowly
sliding towards the centre – helped by
strong winds and the occasional burst of
hot sun (between the rain). Also during
rain the resonance of the antenna shifted
down – by about 80 to 100 kHz – actually
too far to be acceptable especially if you

Some conclusions
I must stress that these are my own
observations – others may have found the
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lengths accurately using the insulators
provided.
 It would be MUCH better if the
elements were supplied cut (like other
hexbeams). It is essential that the wire
supplied is to a reliable specification
which produces resonance close to the
figures in the instructions.
 Rain: There is a problem during and
after heavy rain - the frequency drops
by as much as 90 kHz - matching is
then difficult (especially with a linear if
you have no ATU).
4. The supporting ring for extra strength
etc. is good idea but as indicated the bolt
holes are too small and require
enlargement – not sure why that is left to
the customer.
6.
Collapsing and reassembling the
antenna sounds easy in theory but was
found more difficult in practice. The
antenna bag is well worth purchasing to
keep everything together.
7. The clips holding the elements and
support lines tend to slip down the
spreaders and the instructions suggest that
they might be glued in place. That is
certainly a solution but you would have to
be sure that no more adjustments are
required.

significant issues either less daunting or
non-existent! Overall I judge the portable
hexbeam to be a very interesting
development and worth the effort to make
it work well. However some important
aspects are still work in progress.
Positives:
 Great idea – a light multi-band beam for
easy portable use (perhaps by a solo
operator even). The whole antenna goes
into a small zip-up bag.
 The acid test – IT WORKS! There is
no doubt this antenna has reasonable
forward gain and directivity. It is far
quieter than a dipole and benefits of
course
from
its
lightweight
construction. The advantages of being
able to access so many bands with one
feeder are obvious. It was used with and
without a linear.
 The physical structure of the antenna
frame is well made and easily
assembled
using
the
on-line
instructions.
Points to ponder:
 DIY: The owner has to cut every
support cord and element from scratch
so you build this antenna – you do not
just assemble it. This may not be a
problem but read on.
 Element lengths: Although the
instructions are generally good they are
weaker on construction and adjustment
of the elements – it is not clear for
example whether to adjust from the
lowest band up (or vice versa). The use
of “tails” for final adjustment lacks the
sort of precision usually necessary
when tuning a high band antenna. Use
of long “tails” messes up the symmetry
of the hex beam. Personally I also
found it difficult to adjust the element

What does it need to make it better?
 Far greater accuracy and clarity about
the specification and dimensions of the
elements and how they are to be
adjusted. Preferably they should be precut.
 Spreader clips which do not slide.
 Simpler insulators which make length
adjustments easier. (Those provided
with a Spiderbeam are good).
 Consideration of reducing the effect of
rain on its resonance.

[Ed: apologies to Nick that we were not able to include his pictures – maybe next Digest]
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Need to keep your QSL postage costs down?
Tim Beaumont MØURX
As postage costs rise year on year, we are
at that threshold where $2 barely covers
costs outside Europe for a QSL, let alone
covering other QSL expenses. So how can
IOTA and DXCC DXpeditions be selfsufficient, handle their own QSL
management and cover all the costs like
printing, labels, postage and bureau
expenses?

management to provide full QSL services,
free QSL printing, postage costs, free
outgoing Bureau. OQRS and FREE LoTW
handling.

Many QSL managers have chosen to
increase QSL costs to $3, $4 or even $5.
That is NOT our choice! There are two
options that I would like to put to you: full
QSL management and Independent QSL
management. Both these options include
using Royal Mail's Online Business
Account for posting your QSL cards.
Some years ago I negotiated an
International Mailing Contract with Royal
Mail that was designed especially for
posting QSL cards from DXpeditions with
UK based QSL managers.

Independent QSL Management.

Our QSL costs are Direct QSL $2 - OQRS
€2 and Bureau Free. You can find out
more by going to either of our websites
www.M0URX.com or www.M0OXO.com

If you want to handle your QSL'ing
yourself but need to lower postage costs
then we can give you access to the mailing
account so that you can handle your own
cards.
You also have access to our Outgoing QSL
Bureau at £1 per 100g. We post Bureau
cards to ALL World IARU QSL Bureaus
DIRECT every 3 or 4 months, using
Priority Air Mail & M-Bag products.
If you are planning a DXpedition and want
more information please contact Tim
Beaumont, M0URX on +44 7976 292980

Remember, using stamps is the most
expensive way to post QSL cards. With
this contract we have a licence for a
Postage Paid Impression for the envelope
while the QSL manager accesses the
account through the www.royalmail.com
website.

For the larger DXpeditions where you are
posting more than 1.5kg to a country
destination then we currently have access
to the most competitive International
postage
rates
in
the
business.
Whether you are planning a one man
DXpediiton to the Channel Islands or a
major Top 10 Most Wanted, we have the
two options above for you to consider.

Full QSL Management.
Both myself Tim Beaumont, M0URX and
Charles Wilmott, M0OXO have facilities
to handle all IOTA and DXCC QSL

Tim Beaumont MØURX
P.O. Box 17 Kenilworth Warwickshire CV8 1SF ENGLAND
United Radio QSL Management Bureau
http://www.M0URX.com
Mobile: +44 7976 292980
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Pile-up Behaviour: Observations and reflections from
TX6G
Compiled by the TX6G Team – edited by Chris, G3SVL
Judging by Reflector and Cluster
comments, TX6G did quite well in the
way it operated and managed the pile-ups.
We said we would support the
DXpeditioner’s Code of Conduct – and we
did. We sent our callsign every two or
three QSOs, kept the pile-up spreads as
tight as we could, usually 3 kHz on CW
and 10 kHz on SSB and tried to pull
through weaker stations. The objective of
the operator at the DX end is to control the
pile and work as many stations as possible
per hour. We expected, propagation
permitting, to keep CW rates above
150/hour, SSB above 200/hour and RTTY
above 80/hour. We exceeded all of those
targets, but that does not mean we couldn’t
do better with the cooperation of the
callers and some changes to our style of
operating. What did we learn and what will
we try to do better next time? What advice
would we give to callers? Each of us has
our own preferred techniques to manage
the pileups and maximise uniques and rate,
with most techniques common to us all;
this article is a collection of the TX6G
operators' observations and approaches.
We welcome feedback, critique and
positive suggestions.

there is silence. So we send his report
again and complete the QSO. Effectively
we have halved our run rate. Our plea is
that callers send their callsign once then
listen, however briefly. If the DX station
does not respond to anyone, only then send
your call again – and listen. A good pileup operator will catch your first call, and
calling just once reduces the pile-up QRM,
making progress faster.

The things that slowed us down

Repeating your call: If you have heard
the DX give your call correctly, do NOT
give it again when you reply – simply
sending ‘599 TU’ will suffice. Sending
your call several times says to the DX
operator that he has it wrong, and so is
likely to query it and might even misread it
the second time and change it from right to
wrong! The exception to this is for data
modes where stations should always send
their call (just once please) in the exchange
as data mode copy is machine-based and
can include decode errors. If the DX

CW and phone callers sending partials:
Never do this. It just adds confusion,
particularly when the partial is the first two
letters of the suffix or the last two letters
your call. This ‘trick’ is sometimes used to
call from a continent/area other than the
one the DX is requesting. A good pile up
operator needs the context of the full call
and will not (should not) work you if you
‘trick’ him this way. The reason you hear
DXpedition operators using partials is
because sometimes that is all they can get
out of the pile-up. It is no reason for callers
to send a partial.
Repeating our call: We know who we are
and you are unlikely to be calling anyone
else if you are in the pile up!

On CW, stations sending their calls
twice in the pile-up: This seems to be on
the increase and is counterproductive. It
goes like this: we end a QSO (usually with
a 'TU', our callsign and 'up whatever
frequency'). We then try to pull just one
full callsign from the pile up. If we get that
call first time we immediately start to send
his report. But if he is sending his call
twice (or more times) we are both
transmitting at the same time. He doesn't
hear us and when we go back to receive
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operator spots a difference in the call, he
will request clarification.

On CW, continuously sending your
callsign and relying on full break-in to
hear when we pull you out of the pileup: If you are strong we will hear you first
call, if you are weak we won’t hear you at
all and if you are medium strength then
you become a menace! Think of it this
way, if 50 medium strength stations adopt
this approach at the same time, all we will
hear is a mush of noise. Timing has a big
part to play in breaking pile-ups and
continuous calling has no place at all. Call
once and listen – and that goes for any
mode.

Dubious practices we observed
This is not about DQRM, which is a whole
different subject. This is about genuine
stations calling us wanting to work us who
could smarten up their act for everyone’s
benefit.
Tail-ending: i.e. dropping in your call just
as the station being worked is finishing his
transmission. In the past this used to be
considered a real skill and one to be
developed – but we never acknowledged a
tail-ender. The reason is simple – the pile
up operator needs to maintain rhythm and
stay in control. Taking tail-enders
encourages calling while a QSO is in
progress which will soon degenerate into
unruliness. With a mountain of callers, the
DX operator is usually within less than 60
seconds of losing control of his pile up –
so rhythm and discipline are paramount at
his end as well as the callers’ end.

Emerging trends
Probably the biggest change we observed
was the impact of skimmers, RBN and
panadaptors. It goes like this: in the past
the advice to callers was to monitor the
DXpedition’s listening pattern (e.g.
listening predominantly on one frequency,
tuning up or down after every QSO etc.
etc.) and thus anticipate where best to call
in the pile-up. What we observed on CW,
phone and RTTY was that when we found
a spot within our pile up where only a few
stations were calling, it would take only
two or three QSO’s for the entire pile up to
relocate itself to that frequency. We
presume this was intelligent use of
technology, but it meant a huge pile up,
maybe 500+ callers, was on one frequency
thus completely negating the objective of a
split range. This was particularly
noticeable on phone. We would then “spin
the dial” away from that frequency (in any
direction) and so a pattern of tuning would
not be evident. The message is clear – pick
a calling frequency and stay there!
Our hobby is about innovation and so we
tried skimmer on CW at our end –
probably a first for a DXpedition. The idea
was to increase the rate by the skimmer
either giving confirmation of a partial call
in the pile up or potentially picking out a
station entirely from the pile up that was
not heard. None of us did the latter – it
seemed a step too far and there are some

Not understanding the meaning of the
split range on SSB: For example, when
the DX says ‘listening up five to ten’ he is
looking to pull out stations within that
entire range. We found on phone a big
pile up at 5 kHz up and another one at 10
kHz up – often with frequencies in
between with only a few callers. The
whole reason for operating split is to
spread stations out. The DX end would
like to use the whole band (!) but that is
clearly unreasonable – but if callers do not
use all of the frequencies he suggests it is
clearly going to make things harder.
+2 kHz split on CW: Some of us noticed
that there was often a mini pile-up 2 kHz
above our transmit frequency. It is possible
that this is because many rigs default to
‘+2’ when you press split. Listening to
where the DX is listening is critical – he
may not be listening that far up!
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Random observations

software issues with current logging
programmes which make it a bit clumsy.
Much of the time the pile up was too dense
and overwhelmed the skimmer, but a few
of us felt that it did assist the brain in
pulling out a station or getting a full call
where a partial would otherwise have
resulted, in that the resulting band map
showed who was “in the pile”. In that way
its use was analogous to using Super
Check Partial in a contest (note SCP is
compiled from contesters’ logs and many
DX’ers do not do contests). It is fair to say
the jury is still out on the benefits of local
skimmer for a DXpedition, but as
processing and software improve it could
improve rate and accuracy. If skimmer
becomes a realistic technology for
DXpeditions, the message is again clear –
pick a calling frequency and stay there –
the DX will find you.

We were most pleased by the
understanding of callers when we wanted
to concentrate on ‘UK-only’. We did it
only when propagation was present and
kept it short – never dragging on when
clearly there were no UK stations to be
heard. Additionally - and I hope we always
did this - it is polite to thank them for
standing by once you go back to listening
for all callers. We were also mindful that
on phone English is not everyone’s first
language and so polite requests were used
on intruders from other countries (VOX
should be avoided for those moments
when you shout something about
‘schoolboy geography’ at the rig).
Some, but not all, of the team used a
technique of raising their CW speed –
from say 28 wpm to 36 wpm –to thin out
the pile up. The idea being that you weed
out the high speed operators in the pile-up
and work them while others standby or go
and make a cup of tea. The danger is they
don’t and keep calling even though they
wouldn’t be able to copy the reply!
However it definitely worked for some of
the team, while others kept at a steady
sending speed.
The techniques employed by the
DXpedition operator have to flex with the
size, shape and behaviour of the pile-up.
What is required in the early days of a
DXpedition is different to what is needed
later. It is also clear that no two DX
operators use exactly the same techniques
and we had some good team exchanges
during the DXpedition swapping ideas.

For RTTY we used MMVARI with its
multi-channel decode. This allowed us to
decode up to 15 channels and select the
best decode to respond to. The set up
meant that we stayed put on our transmit
frequency but our receiving frequency
jumped wherever we found a good decode
within our receiver bandwidth. We kept
the bandwidth to around 2.8 KHz and
found the decoder to be extremely
effective. We would move the 2.8 kHz
slice of spectrum from time to time, to
cover the whole split section (generally no
more than 5kHz). The effect of this was to
provide sustained RTTY rates around 80
to 100 QSO’s per hour and one operator
managed 122/hour for a short period. The
negative impact of this was that if callers
tried to follow our receiving pattern they
would just create one or two channels of
mush, whereas those who stayed put
would be decoded successfully and we had
the confidence that if we replied, they
would still be on that frequency. Again,
the message is clear – pick a calling
frequency and stay there – the DX will
find you.

Suggestions – if we may be so bold!
Callers should keep exchanges to the
minimum, listen carefully to the DX, don’t
call when we give a partial if it is not you
– e.g. on SSB “Charlie November” does
NOT mean anyone with C or N in their
call should respond - it means only a
station with C and N, in that order, should
call. The maxim should be “if the DX
gives a partial, you must assume he is
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again. Never transmit when he is
transmitting (he can’t hear you!) and never
during someone else’s QSO.

confident that he has that right, and does
not need convincing he has it wrong”.
Observing geographic requests from the
DX – e.g. EU or North America, a good
operator knows the geography of prefixes
and will ONLY respond to the area called.
Others calling will simply slow the rate.
Maximising the QSO rate is also affected
by the density of callers – too few and
there is not enough business, too many,
and it takes too long to identify a call.
We’d really like all callers to line up on
one frequency and then call in turn (only
joking!).

Do not drag out your phonetics to make a
long transmission – keep it short and
snappy. If the DX gives a partial, STOP
transmitting unless the partial EXACTLY
matches your call. The DX operator is in
charge of the pile-up and will not thank
you for trying to QRM his intended caller.
Do not tail-end.
And finally ….
There are few things more exciting for a
DXpedition operator than to pick your full
call out first time and get a snappy QSO
under his belt. He then wants to move on
to the next QSO while the caller can sit
back with a ‘got him’ smile. That’s what
drives us to go to exotic places and to
chase DX from home.

Callers should listen, listen, listen. Before
making your first call, understand the
pattern of the DX operator – how he
conducts each QSO. Then check the split
and select a frequency, where you should
STAY. Send your call once, listen, and if
he doesn’t go back to anyone, send it

Any changes to your CDXC membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your




Postal address?
E-mail address?
Telephone number?

With a bit of hassle we can usually track these down, but it takes time.
So please advise Secretary Tony/G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of any such
changes. He will also advise you any new passwords to access CMIS.
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E-mails to the Editor
From G4SGX
Another very interesting
makes my day when it
particularly impressed by
photo this month, it really
appeals to me immensely.

its no good calling if he's listening 3 kHz
away from your TX Frequency.
issue, always
arrives. I am
the front cover
is a beauty and

Regarding donations, I sent my $50 early
on, during the planning stage, it was a
splendid DXpedition and money well spent.
I wonder where the next one will be!

Is it possible to get a high definition copy of
this image? Can the appropriate permission
be obtained? I feel I must print it out and
frame it for my shack or even my living
room. A contribution to club funds would be
necessary of course.

PS: I failed to work American Samoa /
5W8; I could not even hear them – that’s
how it goes with DXing.
PPS: Regarding the TX6G DXpedition what a fine effort! Mainly CW set-up and
what a fine operator line-up, f you put the
time in, you would work them.

73 Iain G4SGX
___________________________________

A self-funding style operation - thank you
all so much for my band slots (I think that
goes for all of the CDXC DXing members).

From G4CGG

In response to Gordon/G3USR and his
remarks about multiband slot working of
DXpeditions eg Amsterdam Island//FT5ZM.
It’s disappointing not to have worked them
on any band, I wonder if you should try a
different mode, ie. CW, as this is still the
main DX mode. 70% use it, or maybe a data
mode might be an option.

73 Richard G4CGG
________________________________
From G4IUF
I find myself completely in agreement with
Gordon (G3USR), and have felt for some
time a growing level of disgust with the way
things have been going regarding QSLing.
There appear to be some IOTA stations who
seem to completely ignore the IOTA rules,
which clearly state that Bureau cards must
be responded to.

I personally needed all bands for FT5ZM as
I only came back into ham radio in 2007,
previously taking my C & G ham's exam in
1973. I resent the notion we are the '
Privileged Few '.
I was lucky to have been trained as a ship’s
R/O, hence I only use CW. My station setup is very modest - a ' T ' type long wire
120ft horizontal section with a 40 ft vertical
component with an MFJ-998 R Tuner. The
rig is a K3 and Acom 1000 Amp.

I despair for the new licensees, especially
the younger (and therefore probably poorer)
ones, who may be thinking of going for
DXCC or IOTA awards only to be faced
with the prospect of paying $5 or more for a
card, or waiting 18 months for one (if the
station replies to Bureau cards).

I have to work really hard and spend many
days in the shack to make contacts. You
must study the DXpedition operators’ style
and see how they move over the split
frequencies (I do have a 2nd RX on the K3);

When I first entered the hobby in the 50s as
a SWL, QSLing was mainly via Bureau, and
where there wasn't a national one the station
either had a manager or replied to a direct
request with just enough to pay return
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expedition. I note the approach taken by the
Heard Group that they are encompassing
several like-minded groups as it is highly
unlikely that any one Group would be able
to bear the cost of the trip.

postage. This is a principal I still adhere to,
and it would appear to be appreciated by the
stations I work when abroad. I was the first
station to use RTTY from PJ6 a few years
ago, and 70% of the cards received were via
the Bureau, all were answered; direct cards
need $2 nowadays for return postage, and
all are turned round within 1 week, OK I’m
only a little pistol DX-Peditionwise, but I
hope that others will follow my example.
Until the cost of an airmail letter rises to £3
I'll never charge $5 for a card.

We sit at home with mounting anticipation
of these momentous expeditions, chucking
up that extra bit of wire for 12m or some
particular band that we don’t normally
work. Few of us have been on such a trip
and can properly understand what is
involved in the organisation. I am fortunate
enough to have been to Banaba Island in
2004 in the T33C expedition so have some
appreciation of what is involved.

The big multi-op ultra-rare ones are, of
course, a different kettle of fish, but surely
the receipts from sponsors and donations, I
often enclose a $5 or $10 bill to help, and if
the ops can't afford to go then, in my
opinion they shouldn't expect us to pay.

The major expense in these types of
expedition is the ship charter. Take the
recent FT5ZM expedition for example, the
budget was $450,000 of which 72% or
$315,000 was for the charter of the ship
Braveheart. That’s before a blow has been
struck. Logistics cost was around 7.6%
$33,000 and food etc. was 8.6% or
approximately $36,000 (what do these guys
eat?) So before anybody set foot on the
Island, $384,000 has been spent. This cost is
irrecoverable.

May seem harsh, but that's the way I feel.
The other topic was working everything on
9 bands regardless of whether it’s needed or
not. I must admit to being a bit ambivalent
about that, if it’s really rare, I'll only work it
where needed for a new one, e.g. XR0YG,
where I needed 2 band slots and worked 2
band slots. If It’s not really rare I'll work it.
If its not too busy - trouble is everything
seems to generate a pile-up nowadays, even
US stations working contest-style for a
laugh!

So how do we financially plan such a trip?
No doubt the boat has to be paid in stages
with the final payment before setting foot on
the Island, so there has to be a cash flow
chart. The treasurer has to correspond either
direct or via the amateur radio media with as
many Clubs, Groups and Organisation as
possible in an effort to raise cash. He has to
appeal to individual amateurs from all over
the world to make a personal donation. How
else can we raise the necessary funds? What
is in it for a commercial organisation to
sponsor a trip for a bunch of guys to shout 5
and 9 at each other. Sponsors are looking
for a benefit for their Company or
Organisation, what benefit can an amateur
radio expedition provide? I’m sure Yaesu,
ICOM, Elecraft and the like have sufficient
evidence to show their amateur radio
equipment is resilient and robust that they
don’t actually NEED the small amount of

73 Mike
___________________________________
From GM4FDM
The article in this month’s Digest by
Gordon G3USR and the tongue in cheek
item by “a guilt ridden G” has prompted me
to respond.
Expedition funding is a problem. I’m not
talking about the expeditions to fly in fly out
entities or extended type of operations, but I
am referring to the Amsterdam Island type
of expedition or the forthcoming Heard
Island expedition, when it might actually be
the first Amateur 1 million dollar
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airline ticket and or bar bill. I am also not
in favour of the North Korea approach
where a large donation is required for a
licence to be issued. This is simply robbery
without violence and should not be
entertained in any way.

publicity such a trip will provide, but these
guys still provide equipment.
What we need is a new financial plan to
provide funding for such trips. They are
only going to become more and more
expensive over time, nothing ever costs less.
So unless we can find an amateur radio
philanthropist, the only people able to
provide such funding is US!

However, when it comes to the big trips like
Heard, than I fear this will have to be taken
into account in the financial planning stage.
Once the NCDXF, the Colvin Award etc.
has been exhausted, and all the usual
Groups and Clubs have made their
donations, then I think the only way left to
raise the necessary additional funds is
through the QSL system.

Again looking at the individual donation for
FT5ZM (I don’t have the time to research
any more expeditions), there were
approximately 2,000 such donations.
Looking at the expedition statistics there
were approximately 30,000 unique stations
made a QSO. Will any of the 30,000 less of
course those who already made a donation,
consider making a donation to the finances
of the expedition. I’d like to think so, but I
have no idea. Probably not. So my question
is – if we cannot induce more amateurs to
make a donation to these super expeditions
before they go, how can we extract money
from them after the event?

I really don’t think that “we the deserving”
and even the “non-deserving”, should, if we
want that QSL card for an all time new one,
turn up our noses at $10. 30,000 unique call
signs at $10 a time would generate $300,000
not an insignificant amount. OQRS would
be the perfect vehicle to organise that.
I know people will cry foul and suggest that
the QSL is sacrosanct, should be provided
free etc. etc., but there is no such thing as a
free meal. We the Amateur Community
will have to fund such trips from within our
own ranks. Bouvet, Heard, Peter 1 etc. are
not holiday type operations and require
special measures – or we just delete them
from the DXCC programme as too
expensive to get to.

When you look at the Clubs and Groups
who donate, it’s always the same names that
crop up. In the UK, it’s the CDXC, GMDX
and RSGB. Many of us members of CDXC
are also members of GMDX and RSGB, and
many of us will make a personal donation in
addition. So we need to find a way for the
non-members of said Groups to pay a share.

Before you shout me down that is not in the
ham spirit to pay for QSL cards etc, please
come up with another plan to raise $300,000
dollars from within the amateur radio
community. I know there are thousands of
hams out there with big towers, big beams,
£4,000 linears and £5,000 rigs, but who
insist on sending their cards via the buro (if
they are a member) because its free. I say
again, there is no such thing as a free meal!

Unless anybody can come up with a better
idea, I am slowly coming to the conclusion
it has to be through the QSL card system. I
know this is a thorny subject and Roger
G3SXW is of the same opinion as myself
that we should not fund people’s holidays.
Some expeditions appear to charge for
QSLs via OQRS which makes life very
simple indeed.
I think there is a great
difference between funding the actual cost
of providing a card, envelope and stamp,
than the $4-$7 I see from time to time,
where there is obviously a profit being
made. What happens to this profit? Yes,
probably we are paying for the recipients’

73 Tom, GM4FDM
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IOTA’s 50TH Anniversary
RSGB IOTA Convention
Beaumont House, Windsor, 4-6 July 2014

Arrangements are well in hand to celebrate
IOTA’s 50th Anniversary at Beaumont
House, Windsor over the weekend of 4-6
July 2014. The Beaumont features in many
DXers’ memories. It was where the annual
HF and IOTA Convention was held from
1991 to 2001. They recall its beautiful
setting in 40 acres of countryside just by the
River Thames. Nearby is Magna Carta
Island where the famous charter of civil
rights was sealed, with Windsor, its castle
and other attractions just up the road. The
Beaumont
has
undergone
major
refurbishment and is now one of the most
popular conference centres/hotels in the
area.

The event will start on the Friday afternoon
with a welcome of guests followed by a
celebration dinner. The focus of the evening
will be on recognition of the debt owed to
the worldwide IOTA community for the
programme’s success. Given the attendance
of a number of leading US expeditioners the
4th July date may have a distinctly American
feel at times. The Saturday will be taken up
with a full programme of IOTA talks by
speakers well-known to the IOTA
Community. Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC will
give the inside story on the recent two year
IOTA Marathon, both as a participant and as
chair of the adjudication team. Roger
Balister, G3KMA will reminisce with an
historical review on the progress of IOTA
over the past 50 years. Presentations will
also be given on the annual IOTA Contest

We are grateful to Martin Lynch of
ML&S for agreeing to be principal
sponsor.
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by a Contests Committee representative,
on the CW5F operation from Timoteo
Dominguez by Ghis Penny, ON5NT and on
other recent DXpeditions as the programme
is finalised. Time will also be set aside for
an IOTA Forum.

by air, Heathrow is just 10 miles away –
special taxi rates are available if arranged
through the Beaumont.
Hotel packages, dinner and lunch tickets
and day tickets can all be booked online via
www.rsgbevents.org. On the basis of early
expressions of interest, demand is likely to
be high and for room capacity reasons we
have had to place a limit on attendance. To
avoid disappointment it is best not to delay
but act now and take advantage of the early
bird discount by booking before 31 March.
Day visitors will be very welcome and can
also book attendance. The programme will,
as it develops, appear on the RSGB
Convention
web-pages
at
www.rsgb.org/iota50 with the finalised
programme in the July RadCom.

We are hoping that some of the overseas
prize winners in the Marathon will have
made the trip to receive their awards. As
this will be the largest gathering of IOTA
aficionados in recent years we are sure that
there will be much discussion of IOTA’s
achievements over the past 50 years and
expectations for the future. IOTA
DXpeditioners do not always see things the
same way as island chasers and this will be
an occasion for a lively discussion on
subjects such as the future of QSLing,
(including the route to paperless QSLing),
the cost of DXpeditions, the IOTA Contest
and challenges faced in accessing those
remaining New Ones. This will no doubt
spill over into the Gala Dinner which with
musical entertainment will be a fun
occasion.

This will be a truly international celebration
of IOTA. Well-known island enthusiasts
both from the UK and overseas have booked
to come. Some were at the Beaumont in
those early years, particularly at the 30th
anniversary party in 1994 or at the
millennium celebration, and want to
experience the pleasure of “HF and IOTA
Convention Revisited” in such attractive
surroundings. The occasion is not just for
returning visitors but for new ones who
want to enjoy the camaraderie of IOTA
island chasers and activators mingling
together and discussing their experiences on
near and remote islands. The dates were
chosen to encourage overseas visitors
intending to attend Friedrichshafen 2014
(27-29 June) to make it a summer holiday
by travelling across to Britain afterwards.
You will find the warmest of welcomes here
in July. We intend it to be truly a convention
to remember.

A partners’ programme will be organised on
the Saturday to include a visit to Windsor.
Sunday morning breakfast will feature a
breakfast presentation by a well-known
speaker after which the formal part of the
event will close. Guests will be able to stay
as long as they wish in the public areas and
lunch can be purchased if required. Given
sufficient interest, a river trip will be
arranged mid-morning at cost for those
wanting something special.
Whether or not you have been before, this is
an opportunity not to be missed. Travel
connections are easy, with access to the M3,
M4 and M25 nearby. By train the
connection is either Windsor Central to
Paddington via Slough or Windsor and Eton
Riverside to Waterloo. For those travelling

Roger Balister, G3KMA
RSGB IOTA Committee
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25 Ways to Tell You’re Licensed
(source unknown)

14. You walk through the plumbing
section at B & Q and see antenna
parts.

1. You notice more antennas than road
signs while driving.
2. You think towers look pretty.

15. Your family doesn’t have a clue
what to get you for Christmas, even
after you tell them.

3. Your wife and children are away and
the first thing that goes through your
head is that you can spend all your
time in the shack without anyone
bothering you.

16. You’ve installed ferrite beads on
everything in the house with a mains
lead.

4. A lightning strike takes out your
computer, TV, and DVD player, but
your main concern is for the rig.

17. You tap out Morse code when
drumming your fingers.
18. Your wife says ‘the kids need to be
fed’ and you first wonder what their
impedances are.

5. You have anxiety attacks when high
winds are forecast.
6. Your ringtone is in Morse code.
7. You have never seen a Meteor
Shower because you are inside on 6
meters when they occur.

19. When house hunting, you look for
the room that would make a shack
and ask the agent about planning
restrictions.

8. You look at a full moon and wonder
how much antenna gain you would
need.

20. Fermentation never enters your mind
when ‘home-brew’ is mentioned.

9. When the doorbell rings,
immediately
shut
down
amplifier.

21. You’ve signed a business e-mail
with ‘73’..

you
the

22. Your boss asks if you understand?
And you reply ‘QSL’.

10. You have your wife deliver meals to
the shack.

23. You have been going to the library
since you were three and the only
shelf you ever go to has Dewey
Decimal number 621.

11. You have no idea as to the weather
forecast for tomorrow, but know the
solar forecast for the next month.

24. You have more radio books and
magazines than any other type of
publication.

12. You’ve tried to figure out the
operating frequency of your
microwave oven.

25. You really start to miss people that
you’ve never seen or met other than
on the air

13. You can point to your antipode on a
globe (and you know what an
antipode is).

[with thanks to G3SVL]
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Digest Prize Crossword 64
1

2

3

9

by RFX

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12
13

14

18

Winner of Prize Crossword 63,
March 2014: Geoff Grayer,
Newbury.
Answers to No 63 will be
published in the next edition of
The Digest.

15

19

10
11
12
14
15
18
20
22
24
26
27
28
29

20

22

23

17

21

24
25

26

27

28

ACROSS
1
5
9

16

Oppose the Commonwealth, say (7)
Donation despatched in advance? (7)
Caribbean island located between Belize
and Namibia? (5)
Like most beams, rubbish when sited next
to a mountain in ZS (9)
Scab taking part in most strikes - charming!
(6)
Drink giving lengthy erection (8)
Something valuable, when congealed (5)
Find nightclub extremely vile and raunchy
(9)
French money Ian changed in part of SA (9)
Commotion about the last of three safety
devices (5)
Income generated when non-amateur gives
up, we hear (8)
Coppers have a swinging time in Chile! (6)
Faints, like all successful cadets (6,3)
Felt unwell when celebrity chef returns (5)
The amateur allocation for leading
musicians? (3, 4)
GW island, dull indeed in retrospect (7)

29

DOWN
1 Unusual car with no name in EI area (9)
2 Squeaky-clean beginners, by the looks of it (7)
3 Spanish lad welcomes diplomacy in this part of
London (4,5)
4 Expression associated with Hilary, say (4)
5 Harry’s favourite watering hole on the Hogwarts line? (7,3)
6 One from Chiang Mai, we hear? No, Italy (5)
7 English doctor on heat gives you a hug (7)
8 Topic gleaned from short article on moonbounce (5)
13 Re-connect odd wire, Don? That’s novel! (5,5)
16 QRT, having got fed up with the tune? (3,3,3)
17 Dry eyes at variance in the recent past (9)
19
21
22
23

Polish operator in Derbyshire town (7)
Small fireplaces for people on their own (7)
Bird seed with that indefinable quality (5)
Medical procedure down under (5)

25 Matching device found in most U-boats (4)
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New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instructions

To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address: ……………………….…………………………………………………….

……………………….…………………………………………………….
Postcode:

……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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How to Complete the CDXC Standing Order Request Form
(updated 17 September 2013)
1. The form should be addressed to your own Bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN after ‘reference'. This is very important as it is the way
your subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the appropriate subscription amounts (£18.00 is the current subscription
for UK members; or £24.00 for those living overseas).
4. The form has been pre-filled with "… 1st July next” and on “… each 1st July
thereafter". 1st July is the common subscription renewal date for all CDXC
members.
5. Enter your account details after 'Name of account to be debited' and your
account number.
6. Complete the lower part of the form with your name, address and the date. Don't
forget to sign it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE BANK
BRANCH WHICH LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. Please inform the CDXC Treasurer (treas@CDXC.org.uk) that you have set up a
Standing Order. The Treasurer will update your Membership type in the
Membership System and you will not then receive reminders prior to 1st July
unless subsequently your remittance is not received.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made to
ensure that your bank is executing the order correctly.
Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by Standing Order!
On-Line Banking
If you use On-Line Banking then you can make a transfer directly to CDXC or use
these same details to set up a Standing Order Recurring Payment:
Sort-Code:

60-60-02

Account:

44532385

Account Name:

CDXC

Reference:

Enter your callsign

Bank:

NatWest - Kingston-upon-Thames Branch
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