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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
At the time of writing (2 May) it does
indeed look as if spring has finally arrived
here in the UK. Whereas only a couple of
weeks ago we were still wondering whether
we would ever witness the day when it
would arrive - to use a sentence with a
wealth of W-words in it.

South China Sea, the Spratly Islands,
claimed by many a South-East Asian
country including Malaysia. Indeed
approaching Spratly from that neck of the
woods: the sprightly figure of Don, G3BJ,
and friends. 9M4SLL was the call.
Leafing on ahead to page 21 it’s the story of
T2GM. Three guesses as to the nationality
of the operators on this one? Yes, the suffix
gives it away, aye! Four hardy Scots doing
their bit to put this one on the air. In case
you’ve forgotten where on earth T2-land is
(I had to look it up myself...), it’s Tuvalu.
Yes, Tuvalu. At which point I do ask you to
refrain from any totally puerile ‘smallest
room’ jokes. Talking of which, judging
from Rob/GM3YTS’s article, the bathroom
arrangements would not appear to be
Tuvalu’s strong point.

As the Times put it in one of its leaders on
13 April, “Buoyed by a forecast that
tomorrow will be warm enough to abandon
our thermal vests... at last, there are fun
things to do outdoors that don’t require a
sledge. From Devon to Dumfries we’ve
been learning that there is a big difference
between the first day of spring, and the first
spring day. We are halfway through April
and outside it’s still wet, like half of
Margaret Thatcher’s first Cabinet. It’s been
so cold that pickpockets have been putting
their hands into their own pockets. So cold
that you can’t tell if what you are seeing
flying overhead is a robin or a chiffchaff
with chilblains on its breast.” You get the
general idea.

In this Digest we also bring you up to date
with some of the latest DXpeditions in the
offing - although quite possibly as seasoned
‘CDXCers’
(to use
Nigel/G3TXF’s
delightful term...) you know about most of
them already. Anyway, turn to page 34 for
the latest on FT-land. Yes, as fans of
‘Strictly Come Dancing’ will no doubt tell
you, there’s nothing like a Foxtrot followed
by a Tango. And FT5ZM and Amsterdam
Island in the southern Indian Ocean early
next year it is, with an apparent budget of
some $450,000 – which does seem an awful
lot of money simply to send 14 blokes on a
trip to Amsterdam.

Either way, this time round it’s a 48-page
Digest with most of our regular columns.
And our second colour cover to boot.
Returning inside, as Norman Stanley
Fletcher did when he was sent back to Slade
Prison, we have no fewer than three
DXpedition reports, if that’s the sort of
thing which gets your pulse racing.
We start on page 14 with XRØYG, or CEØland in old money. Last month a group of
well-known Brits headed down that way, as
one does, to give many of us a new one.
How they manage to get the time off work
to indulge in such pursuits – that’s what
baffles me.

Not long ago, of course, it was Visalia. On
page 31 we have an in-depth report on that
one from Don, G3XTT, hotfoot from the
place itself. And that’s about it for now.
73 Martyn, G3RFX

Anyway, this is followed by that wellknown amateur radio destination in the

www.g3rfx.co.uk
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

There’s just so much to talk about this
month, it’s difficult to know where to start!
So I’ll mention the DXpeditions first. First
there were the CDXC members who went
on their travels for BERU and who gave us
WARC bands either side of the contest.
Thanks, guys. Then we had T2GM with a
story to tell! (Roger/G3SXW in his books
uses the term WAWA, West Africa Wins
Always, to describe the frustrations he has
found there. Maybe with the problems the
Pacific DXpeditions have had over the past
two years we should coin a new phrase –
answers to the Editor please). We have also
had VK9CZ, 9M4SLL, XR0YG, TX5K,
5W0R, 9U4U and ZK3N, all workable with
100W, wire antennas and some skill and
patience. It certainly is going to seem quiet
for a few months, but we have just agreed
CDXC sponsorship for three biggies: Wake
Island, K9W in October, Banaba Island,
T33A, in November - and Amsterdam and
St Paul Islands, FT5ZM in early 2014.

winner. I will be presenting the trophies and
salvers for this, and for last year’s HF
Challenge, at the AGM & Summer Social.
You might have seen the discussion on the
Reflector suggesting secrecy on the part of
your Committee. The challenge made to me
was to make the Minutes of Committee
meetings available on our website. The
Committee has no problem with that and I
loaded the past three sets of Minutes more
or less straight away. We’ll continue to do
so after each of our meetings.
As Neville mentions in his President’s
Patter, I have been contacting our newer
members after they’ve been with us for
around six to nine months. My aim here is
to make sure we are meeting their
expectations, make sure they know all the
things we do and offer - and ask what they
like and what they don’t. There is
overwhelming praise for the Digest, a lot of
good feedback on the Reflector – and to be
fair, some criticism of it, and many
comment on the satisfaction of knowing
they are helping support DXpeditions.

You can find details of the DXpeditions we
sponsor in two places on the website: in the
public pages I list the DXpedition and
provide a link to their website; in the
members-only pages you can find the
DXpedition and the amount we have
donated. In both cases they are listed in
reverse date order – ie most recent first. But
there is a third page that has fallen behind,
and that is members’ DXpeditions – this is
where one of our members has been part of
a DXpedition or undertaken one on their
own. I’d like to get this back up to date and
would ask that you take a look at the page
and e-mail me with any omissions. Simply
follow the DXpedition Support > Members
DXpeditions link on the home page.

But what both surprises and pleases me is
the number of new members who aspire to
go on their first DXpedition. We’ve
discussed this at Committee and want to do
more to help. The first thing to remind any
member planning a DXpedition is that we
have FT-450D’s with power supplies all
packaged in a Peli case which are available
for loan. Details are on the website. But how
do you get started? To help with that we are
looking to put together a couple of articles
on ‘How to get started in DXpeditioning’ in
coming editions of the Digest. And finally,
we have decided to increase this year’s
DXpedition budget by £500 and make that
additional amount available exclusively to
any member or group of members who are

Elsewhere in this edition [Page 40. Ed.] you
will see the results of the LF Challenge.
Congratulations to Lionel/G5LP as overall
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going on a DXpedition. We anticipate the
focus of this small fund will be on our
newer/younger members. Conditions will
apply and we expect to be able to give full
details in the July Digest.

So this year we are appealing to everyone
who has a renewals flyer in their copy of
this Digest to make arrangements to pay on
time – your Committee will thank you for
that. Our preferred method of payment is
standing order, next is a PayPal™ recurring
payment followed by PayPal™, then bank
transfer and finally a posted cheque. If you
have any problems or want to discuss how
to pay, then please contact our Treasurer.

It was good to see so many of you at the
Annual Dinner and having exclusive use of
the Wyboston Executive Centre meant we
had plenty of room and no external
disturbances. Steve/G0KYA’s talk on
propagation software in the afternoon was
fascinating, as was Derek/G3KHZ’s afterdinner talk on his visits to P29. Some have
commented on the menu and suggested we
‘simplify’ the food. We’ll look at that for
next year and see what we can do.

The Friedrichshafen Hamfest is coming up
and I wanted to remind all CDXC members
who are attending that, as usual, we will
have an informal meet from noon on the
Friday in the beer garden (where else!). I
will put a reminder on the website and
Reflector nearer the time - and don’t forget
to wear your badge.

Now for a bit of a moan! Each year your
volunteer Committee spends unnecessary
time chasing up subscription renewals. Subs
are due on 1 July and the vast majority of
members get theirs in by the end of July.
But last year we were still chasing people in
December – and every letter we have to post
is money that doesn’t go to a DXpedition.

That about wraps it up for this edition, but I
look forward to seeing many of you at
Friedrichshafen and a lot more at the AGM
& Summer Social in July.
73 and Good DX Chris, G3SVL

_____________________________________________________________________

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Welcome to all our new members. If any of
you - or indeed any existing - members wish
to make any suggestions about CDXC,
please do not hesitate to get in touch with
Chris or me. Your feedback is very
welcome.

essential for a club like CDXC, for we
either grow or die.
DX Summit Mailout:
I mentioned previously that our next drive
would be focussed on UK stations spotted
as DX on DX Summit. After mining 30,000
spots relating to over 2,000 callsigns, we
invited 197 of these active DXers to
consider joining CDXC. We wrote to all
these members on 8 April and so far 15
have joined. This is an encouraging initial
response; a further two have taken up the
Special Offer on our web page. All these
potential members are now on CMIS, so

At the date of writing (20 April), we have
816 members compared with 740 when the
Committee last met on 2 December. This is
an increase of 76, so we are doing well.
However, there is no room for complacency.
Our target should be to keep our numbers
above 800 in the coming year after allowing
for those we sadly lose throughout the year.
In my March PP, I said that it was now time
for a further marketing drive. These are
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Club Initiative

most can be followed up by e-mail. We
learnt some interesting lessons:

Geoff, G4FKA, has prepared a list of
leading UK clubs to which we would like to
give a presentation about CDXC. Geoff is at
present finalising this presentation.

1. A much-simplified procedure to join
via the webpage works well.
2. The invitation letter was amended to
address datamode specialists and
contesters.
3. An informative note of recent
developments in CDXC was
enclosed with invitation letter.

New Joiners – Follow Ups
Chris suggested this initiative and it is
proving to be very rewarding. Chris will be
writing about this in his CC.

Around 150 rejected calls (self-spotters,
incomplete addresses etc.) will be loaded to
CMIS shortly so that we will not need to
search for data on these for future marketing
initiatives. We plan a follow-up mailing by
e-mail in mid-May to those who have not
responded.

Next Major Mailout
This will be to UK contesters who have
worked major US contest stations such as
W3LPL and K3LR in the past two years.
The logs are in the public domain; we plan
this mailout next September or October. It
has become clear to us that there are quite a
few strong UK stations who are not (yet)
CDXC members.

Requests for Membership Packs
These continue to flow in steadily. The
membership pack has been enhanced as
above. Feedback received shows that
potential members are hearing about us
mainly by word of mouth, so the Club
Initiative (see below) is important. The
conclusions of this analysis were: our hit
rate is similar for UK and overseas stations
at around 40%. A significant number of our
enquiries come from overseas - around
40%. Lapses are relatively small (but all are
followed up). We have agreed that we will
be more active in chasing up those who
have not joined.

Trish and I look forward to meeting many
members and their guests at the CDXC
AGM and Summer Social at our home on
Saturday, 20 July. In view of the distances
that some members travel, please do
consider car sharing.
73

AGM & Summer Social 2013
Time to get the diaries up to date and make a note that the CDXC AGM & Summer Social
will take place on Saturday, 20 July 2013, at the QTH of Neville, G3NUG. Needless to
say, it’s grateful thanks to Neville and Trish for agreeing to host this one again. Something
I have noticed before is that we have a few members who are either no longer able, or
cannot face the drive to Neville’s QTH near Leominster, but would love to attend. So can
we encourage other (more able) members to seek out members with difficulty either in
their own area or on their route to Lower Withers Barns and see if they can offer a lift? For
any additional contact information please contact me, Tony/G4LDL.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

2E0LMA
2E0ZAZ
2E0ZRQ

Lee Allen
Mike Clark
Glenn Crane

Stroud
Chichester
Skegness

2W0VAG

Simon Smith

Tonypandy

EI2CN

Doug Turnbull

Drogheda

GØUNJ

Chris Brown

Oldham

G1EUZ
G1XOW

Mick Hannam
Steven Wragge

Aylesbury
Nottingham

G3TTC
G3YJQ
G3YSX
G3ZFC

Keith Orchard
Fred Bourne
Stewart Bryant
Clive Davis

Warwick
Plymouth
Merstham
Crewe

G4BVB

Steve Pridham

Gunnislake

G6BFP
G6GLP

Lee Humphrey
Tony Rider

High Wycombe
Kingsteignton

GM4OSS

Steve Campbell

Stewarton

GWØFEU

Eirwyn Davies

Holywell

KC4AA

William Mills

Milledgeville, GA

LA6VM

Erling Wiig

Oslo

MØCSI
MØSFR

Mike Wood
Alex Shafarenko

Oldham
Baldock

M3PMO

Peter Brindle

Leeds

M6JFE

David Foley

Harrogate

MMØDGI

Steven Spence

Orkney

MM6BJJ

Mark Batchelor

Dundee

MWØWYN

Dulyn Davies

Blaenau Ffestiniog

N5PHT

Gary Stone

Savoy, TX

W4DN
WS5W
WU6W

David Novoa
Steve Jones
Richard Palio

Miami, FL
Anna, TX
Minden, NV
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Treasurer’s Tune – May 2013
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
At this time of year I need to draw to members’ attention to the Annual Accounts. Below you will
find DRAFT Accounts and brief comments on the financial highlights of the year just ended.
1. Annual Accounts: Year to 31st March, 2013
The final Audited, CDXC Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2013 will be presented at the
AGM in July. However, as there will be little time for Members to consider them prior to the AGM,
as last year I am publishing below DRAFT Accounts which comprise an Income & Expenditure
Account for the year ended 31st March, 2013 and a Balance Sheet as at that date.
DRAFT means that these accounts, which were approved by the CDXC Committee on 21st April,
2013 are subject to change and approval by the Club Auditor, Nigel Knapton, G1JWT.
The DRAFT result for the year is an excess of Income over Expenditure of £ 1,082. The main
changes from the prior year are as follows:
1.

2.

3.

Income items
a. Subscription Income is up 7%, broadly in line with increased membership, helped by the post T32C
membership drive late last year;
b. Digest advertising has been buoyant (+ 20%) with several new advertisers;
c. The Summer Social contributed substantially (+13% at £ 1,362); and
d. Bank Interest increased due to deposit account investments (+ £ 96).
Expenditure Items
a. Digest Costs are down year on year by £ 880, (-7.5%). Control of Digest weight and new postage
arrangements have both helped reduce mailing costs;
b. DXpedition Sponsorship was £ 864 less than the prior year, (-13.5%). As a result, following
discussions, £1,000 be added to the 2013/14 budget which, if spent, will bring the overall 2 year
total (of 2012/13 & 2013/14 together) into line with the original combined annual budgets.
Balance Sheet Items
a. ‘Other Creditors’ at 31st March, 2013 comprise largely March Digest costs which were unpaid at 31st
March;
b. The requirement for DX Sponsorship reserves was significantly reduced due to there being just two
pledges (totalling £ 450) outstanding at 31st Match, 2013 (2012 - four pledges totalling £ 1,300); and
c. Accumulated Net Current Assets of £ 12,103 indicate a healthy financial position and a continued
sufficiency of working capital for the needs of the Club.

Final audited accounts will be proposed for adoption by members at the AGM on 20th July, 2013. If you have any
queries or comments, please email me at treas@cdxc.org.uk to allow me to research the explanation . I will also
answer questions at the AGM.

2. Honorary Auditor
Nigel Knapton, G1JWT was appointed CDXC Auditor last year and his 2012/13 Report will be
presented at the AGM.
3. Subscriptions for 2012 / 13
Given the healthy state of the Club’s finances, subscriptions will be held at current levels for the
next year. However, the late payment of many members’ payments subscriptions has become an
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increasing issue over the last two years. Subscriptions become due on 1st July each year - please pay
promptly.
The easiest way to make payments is as follows:
For UK based members - £ 18 Subscription
Pay by Standing Order
This is the easiest way to ensure that your membership does not lapse. Standing orders can usually
be set up using on-line banking. CDXC’s bank sort code is 60:60:02 and account number 44532385.
Please quote your call sign as the reference.
Make payment by PayPal Using Your Account or Credit Card
Log onto the Club WEB site at CDXC.ORG.UK and follow the on-screen instructions to renew
your subscription.
Pay by Direct Bank Transfer or By Cheque using a pay-in slip at your branch
Make an on-line transfer of £18 to CDXC’s account or take your cheque for £18 made payable to
CDXC to your local NatWest branch. Use a pay-in slip with the above bank details. Please quote
your call sign as a reference.
Mail your Cheque for £ 18 made payable to CDXC
Send your cheque to G3USR, QTHR in the Digest Committee page.
For Overseas members - £ 24 Subscription
If you have a UK bank account,
Pay as per UK above.
Make payment by PayPal Using Your PayPal Account or your Credit Card
Log onto the Club WEB site at CDXC.ORG.UK and follow the on-screen instructions to renew
your subscription.
Mail $40 US cash to the treasurer at the address in your latest Digest.
Note that you do not have to wait until 1st July to pay – you can renew at any time. Why not do it
right now? You can do it by via CDXC.org.uk and get immediate feedback on-line that you have
paid.
Thanks for your continued support. I look forward to seeing many members at the Summer Social
and answering any questions that you may have on the accounts.
73, Gordon, G3USR
Honorary Treasurer

9

DRAFT Unaudited CDXC Annual Accounts - 2012 / 13 - Note 4
Income & Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st March
2013

2012

Income

Note

Members Subscriptions
Advertising
Annual Dinner Income
Summer Social
Donations Received
Interest Received
Misc Other Net Income
Total Income

1

13,929
2,913
1,706
1,362
337
113
117
20,478

12,996
2,424
1,840
1,202
288
17
401
19,168

Digest Print and Distribution
DXpedition Sponsorship
2
Annual Dinner Costs
Trophies & Plaques
CMIS - Wild Apricot Costs
Marketing & Mailshots
Misc Expenses
RSGB Affiliation
Total Expenditure

10,634
5,509
1,750
99
709
350
297
47
19,395

11,514
6,373
1,855
195
671
1,079
125
51
21,863

1,082

(2,695)

Accumulated Surplus brought forward

11,021

13,716

Accumulated Surplus carried forward

12,103

11,021

Expenditure

Net Surplus / (Deficit) for the year

Balance Sheet as at 31st March
2013

Current Assets

2012

Note

3
Cash at Bank & PayPal
22,764
Amounts receivable
504
Total Current Assets
23,268
Less:
Current Liabilities - Creditors, Provisions & Reserves
Subscriptions Paid in Advance
4,700
Print Costs Reserve
4,240
DXpedition Sponsorship
450
Other Creditors
1,775
11,165
Net current assets
Representing Reserves
Income & Expenditure account
Balance carried forward
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23,005
136
23,141

4,600
4,240
1,300
1,980
12,120

12,103

11,021

12,103

11,021

Notes to the Accounts
1

2

3

4

Members subscription renawal dates have been reviewed for subscriptions
pre-paid beyond 31st March, 2013 as the membership year ends on 30th June.
As a result, an additional amount of £ 100 was transferred to the related reserve.
DXpedition sponsorship is charged in the accounts of the year in which
sponsorship is pledged. Pledges which remain unpaid at the year-end
are recognised by provisions carried forward.
CDXC does not capitalise assets held such as loan equipment but writes
them off when incurred. Therefore, there is no need for Fixed Assets or
Annual Depreciation to be recognised in the Accounts.
These accounts are Draft and subject to correction, to review and approval
by the CDXC Committee and to Audit Review. These actions will be
completed before the CDXC AGM.

Supplementary Information - DXpedition Sponsorship, 2012/13
Swains
NH8S
Western Kiritibati
T30PY
Comoros
D64K
St Peter & St Paul Rocks
PT0S
Campbell Isl
ZL9HR
Conway Reef
3D2C
Chad
TT8TT
Solomon & Temotu Isl
H40T / H44G
Clipperton Island
TX5K
IREF
ClubLog
Spratly
9M4SLL
Tuvalu
T2GM
Burundi
9U4U
Payment costs & roundings made in 2012/13 year
Per Income & Expenditure Accounts
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£
500
250
200
500
500
450
250
300
500
770
500
300
250
200
39
5,509

In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
x

Selective calling by DXpedition
operators

so large that a bit of selective calling is
deliberately used.

x

Greyline: it can be so sharp!

x

A QSLing
envelopes

x

New DXCC entity: 1971-style

Regional selective calling needs to be used
both rationally and, above all, flexibly.
There are three major centres of population
in the world, defined broadly by the three
selective calling areas: EU, NA and JA.
Outside these three main regions there are
also smaller centres of amateur radio
population, including, say, South America
(SA) and VK/ZL.

mystery:

gumless

Selective regional calling on DXpeditions

Whenever selective calling is used by a DXpedition there is often an immediate flurry
of rude comments and whinging on the DX
Cluster (“When SA?”, “Why never
Africa?”, “Haven’t they ever heard of
VK/ZL?” etc.).

Selective calling (eg “EU only”) in a pile-up
is a two-way game. For best results it needs
to be played intelligently by both sides, ie
by both the DXpedition pile-up operator and
by the callers.
There are two main reasons for selective
calling by DXpeditions. It’s helpful if these
are understood. The first and most important
reason is to give a particular region of the
world some positive assistance in making a
QSO with the DXpedition. A typical
example: from South-East Asia both Europe
and Japan are relatively easy to work much
of the time. However, the East Coast of the
US is particularly hard. Openings can be
short. To make best use of these short
openings a DXpedition operator may call
for “NA only” during the opening. It is the
responsibility of the DXpedition operator to
know when such openings are likely to
occur and then to recognise when they are
actually happening. A DXpedition operator
who does lengthy selective calling to a part
of the world where there is little or no
chance of an opening will just slow the QSO
rate and irritate the pile-up.

Many DXers do not fit geographically into
any of the three main areas (EU, NA and
JA). Some DX common sense is therefore
required. If a UA0 calls during a “JA only”
pile-up, then common sense says that he
should be worked along with the JAs. Their
propagation is similar. Similarly if a 4X4 or
EA8 calls during an “EU only” session, then
they too should also be recognised and
worked. .
One possible solution to the problem of
what a DXpedition operator should or
should not work while running a “selective”
pile-up is to turn the whole thing on its
head. The three main areas (EU, NA and
JA) are the most important. For most DXpeditions all other ‘regional calling’ is
secondary. Turning the concept on its head
results in “EU only” really meaning “No
NA and No JA”. Or “JA only” really means
“No EU and No NA”. If regionally selective
pile-ups are operated along these lines, then
there would be perhaps less muttering and
moaning on the side from stations not
within one of the three main geographical
areas.

The second reason for ‘selective calling’ is
not so positive. It’s a none-too-subtle means
of trying to thin the pile-up. At the
beginning of a DXpedition pile-ups may be
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A QSLing mystery

Practical examples might be a) a
DXpedition in Africa would happily pick up
any VK/ZLs calling while “running JA”. Or
b) a DXpedition in the Pacific would take
African (and possibly South American)
callers while “running Europe”. But the
DX-pedition should definitely not take any
NA or JA while running Europe. There is
certainly no all-encompassing solution to
the problems sometimes caused by selective
regional calling, but working on the “three
main areas concept” might help. If your
DX-pedition is calling selectively for any
one of the three main areas, then they
should perhaps also be receptive to callers
from anywhere other than from the two
areas specifically excluded by virtue of the
area selected. For example “NA only”
would mean “No EU and No JA”, but
anything else within reason (including NA,
of course) should be fair game.

As a QSL manager I receive many letters
through the post requesting cards for various
operations. A delight they are receive too
(although paperless OQRS is the preferred
route these days, please!). However, there’s
a mystery in the world of QSLing that I
have never understood: why do so many
DXers in Korea and Brazil (and to some
extent in Japan) send un-gummed envelopes
for the return postage? The self-addressed
envelopes from everywhere else in the
world are invariably gummed or selfsealing. But not from these three countries.
Sealing these un-gummed envelopes with
sellotape often results in an unsightly mess.
What do people in Korea, Brazil (and Japan)
do with these annoying gumless envelopes?
New DXCC entity: 1971-style
Remember the Red Sea Lights? They were a
DXCC entity for twenty years between 1971
and 1991. It all centred around two
lighthouses (on the small Red Sea islands of
Abu Ail and Jabal At-tair between Yemen
and Ethiopia) maintained by the UK
government. After a short initial operation
by Aldo (an Italian living in Ethiopia) as
ET3ZU/A in May 1971, the first substantial
operation from this new DXCC was made
by a small multi-national team (Aldo/
ET3ZU, Tony/I1IJ, John/K3BSY, Dick/
F2QQ and Ron/F5QQ) in September 1971.

Greyline: it can be so sharp!
Low-band DXers thrive on Greyline
propagation. So much of the rarer DX on
these bands depends entirely on the
Greyline. Being at the DX end of Greyline
propagation can be a useful reminder of
how ‘sharp’ the Greyline really is. A few
minutes either way and you’ve missed it!
Monitoring the Greyline passing through
Western Europe on 80m CW while on the
recent XR0YG Easter Island operation was
just such an occasion. With the Greyline
moving map open on the screen, it was
fascinating to observe how the UK stations
worked were almost all right on, or very
close to, the Greyline.

Some 42 years later during a recent visit to
Paris, Ron/F5QQ showed me a digitised
version of the old Super-8 film of the
ET3ZU/A operation. Watching the film
(they weren’t ‘videos’ in those days!) was a
reminder of how much has, and how much
has not, changed on DXpeditions to rare
island locations during the intervening
years.

Once in a while a callsign would pop up out
of the noise that was some distance from the
Greyline. The thought “How’s he doing
that, I wonder?” would go through the
operator’s head. But in most cases it was
bang on. First the eastern side of the UK,
then the middle, and finally a couple of GIs
followed by Terry, G4AMT, down on the
far tip of Cornwall. All absolutely slap bang
on the Greyline.

Sailing to the island by boat. Clambering to
get ashore. Manhandling and unloading the
equipment. Rushing to set up the station and
the antennas (usually under the baking
midday sun, of course). The rush to get on
the air and start working the pile-ups. So far
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nothing much different from
tropical island DX operations.

today’s

JA pile-ups were ultra-disciplined. There
was total silence from everyone else as the
one selected JA station came back. The
whole pile-up just kept quiet. The manic
unruly European pile-ups of today were still
a decade or more away. And how did we get
our DX information back then? Not in
instantaneous Tweets directly from the
island, but in the weekly Geoff Watts DX
Newsheet!

At ET3ZU/A there were two trapped beam
antennas (Mosley TA-33JRs) for the three
HF bands (20-15-10m). There were no
WARC bands back then. The radios were
massive. Collins ‘separates’ (transmitter in
one box and receiver in another) weighing a
huge number of kilos each. None of the
dinky high-performance lightweight K3s of
today. Logging was all by hand. Paper and
pencil. Remember that?

Oh yes, and one other major difference.
Back in 1971 there was no widespread
sponsoring and money-raising around
almost every DXpedition, however major or
minor. Even for a DXpedition to an all-time
‘new one’, such as ET3ZU/A from the Red
Sea Lights, the participants paid for
absolutely everything themselves.

Manic band-point chasing had not yet been
born back in 1971. A DXpedition to an alltime ‘new one’ could satisfy the demand by
operating on just the traditional HF bands
on CW/SSB as well as by doing some 40m.
None of today’s “When 160m RTTY, pse?”
No Internet, no DX Cluster, no Club Log,
no league tables, no LoTW. But back then

Nigel, G3TXF

_____________________________________________________________________________

XRØYG CW DXpedition to Easter Island, April 2013
John Warburton, G4IRN
Easter Island Facts
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

x

Known to the Chileans as ‘Isla de
Pascua’ and to the indigenous locals
as ‘Rapa Nui’.
Principal town is Hanga Roa.
The island is approximately 14 miles
long by 7 miles wide.
Total area 63 sq. miles.
Population 5,700 (2012 census).
Language: Spanish.
Currency: Chilean Peso (approx. 720
Peso = £1).
Time-zone is GMT-5 (but see the
text!)
Scheduled flight times from London:
2h 30 (to Madrid) + 14h (to
Santiago) + 5h 45 (to Easter Island)

Nearest populated land is Pitcairn
Island.

Expedition Facts
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
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Team: Michael, G7VJR; Nigel,
G3TXF; Martin, G3ZAY; John,
G4IRN.
Days QRV: Wednesday 21 April
(pm) to Wednesday 27 April (pm).
Total QSOs: 23,979.
Percentage unique calls worked:
39%.
NA: 44%, EU: 32%, AS: 20%,
Other: 4%
Percentage logged CW QSOs: 100%
Transceivers:

x

o K3 (barefoot, mainly used on
17m and 12m).
o K3 + THP 550FX (600W).
o K3 + THP 1.2KFX (750W)
o K2 + Elecraft KPA500.
Antennas:
o 160m – Inverted L, 18m
vertical + sloping top.
o 80m – as above but with the
horizontal cut back.
o 40m, 30m – Ground planes
on 10m fibre poles.
o 20-10m – Vertical dipoles.

Travel
Travel to Easter Island involves flying
through Lima, Peru or Santiago, Chile. The
latter has more frequent (daily) connections,
therefore became the route of choice, via
Madrid from London LHR. Twice in the
months prior to departure LAN Chile
Airlines made changes to the flight times
and the team had no option but to move the
first two outward flights to 24 hours earlier.
Since the Madrid to Santiago flight is nearly
14 hours, this gave a very welcome
opportunity for an overnight rest in Santiago
before the onward flight and we were able
to make some new friends whilst there too.

Planning

Santiago, Chile

This DXpedition was originally planned by
team leader, Michael/G7VJR, to happen in
February or March 2013. What Michael
didn’t realise at the time was this is peak
holiday season on Easter Island; not only
was accommodation rather expensive but it
was impossible to get anyway!

Ready to meet the team at their Santiago
Airport hotel was local contester and DXer,
Pedro, CE3FZ. Pedro very kindly took some
time out of his working day to greet the
team; first stop was a local restaurant for
lunch and to meet Dale, CE2/VE7SV (now
CE2AWW), and Roberto, CE3CT, both
keen contesters.

A re-think was required and April became
the new target since accommodation for
four team members plus shack was a little
easier to find – but not much easier!
Fortunately Michael managed to find a
booking agent in Chile who, armed with
some photos of antennas on a ‘field day
style DXpediton’, was able to find
accommodation for us. But it was a risk –
the QTH was an unknown quantity; we kept
our fingers crossed!

After an hour or so of fine South American
food, beer and lots of chatter we departed
for a look at Roberto’s station at his house
a couple of miles away. His Multi/2 station
was going through a renovation, but one
radio was hooked up and it gave us all an
opportunity to get on the air for a few CW
QSOs as CE3/home call. The only problem
was that Roberto is an SSB op and didn’t
have a key wired up! This led to laughter
and amusement as we all made a few QSOs
with dodgy typing through the logging
software. Come late afternoon and before he
settled us back into our hotel, Pedro took us
on a whistle-stop drive through Santiago
and a walk around the new town - during
which we picked up some of the Chilean
mains plugs that we would need on our
DXpedition. With only 3 hours time
difference from London, our body clocks
didn’t feel like we’d travelled so far; indeed
Santiago reminded us very much of a
southern European city; we could easily

Actually, the original team consisted of
Michael, G7VJR; Nigel, G3TXF; Martin,
G3ZAY and Bob, MD0CCE. The change of
travel date didn’t suit Bob, so John, G4IRN,
who coincidentally had been making plans
to go to Easter Island at around the same
time, was invited to join the team in his
place. Although it took some time, all the
licences and the group XRØYG call (with
special 30m permission) were finally sorted
out with the very welcome help of the Radio
Club de Chile (RCCh) a few weeks before
travel.
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have been in Montpellier or such like, had
we not known better!

the air would be the litmus test for the
antennas and QTH.

To Easter Island

Settling in

A night in a proper bed was very welcome
after the very uncomfortable Iberia flight.
The hotel was about 50 metres from the
airport terminal building, so pushing the
trolleys, piled with two ski bags and all the
suitcases, across the road was easy enough.
We were relieved to once again get rid of
them as we checked in for the final part of
the journey, mainly because we’d had to
queue up for an hour and a half at check-in.
Not good. We now had just a relatively
short 5½- hour flight to our final
destination.

Fortunately there was no local noise on
those bands and we realised fairly quickly
that we were hearing well and getting out
well. The next morning we put up a few
more antennas – we decided that there
probably wasn’t enough room for the two
18m Spiderpoles (160m and 80m) together,
so opted to put up only one big pole,
initially to be used on 160m but with the
option of switching it to 80m a few days
later. The 40m antenna was also used on
15m and we added vertical dipoles for 12m
and 17m. We were going to add a 10m
vertical dipole, but then we had our first
problem… but to be fair, it was probably
our only problem all trip.

Coming into land at Easter Island’s tiny
airport, it immediately struck us how green
and lush the place is. Once the packed
Boeing 767 was unloaded, we were
extremely pleased to see all the gear had
arrived; fresh in our minds was the bad luck
of the GM guys who had travelled to Tuvalu
a couple of weeks before us. Unfortunately
no one had told our hotel proprietor about
the change of flight times (about a month
beforehand!) and so we had to hang around
a while for his wife to turn up, then when
she saw all the gear we had, she had to
muster her husband with another car.
Fortunately the hotel was only about a mile
from the airport, if that.

First (and only) Problem
The owner of the hotel we’d booked had
been warned of our intent to establish
antennas; although we had paid ‘for use of
the garden’, he had severe reservations
about the visual impact and the possibility
of a pole falling over and damaging his
property. He was also unhappy about the
amount of electricity he thought we were
using, although this might not have been an
issue but for the lights that were dimming
up and down with our transmitted CW!
Fortunately his unhappiness was nipped in
the bud when Michael had a little chat with
him and gave him a little unexpected tip.
After that everything was OK!

Is the QTH any good?
On arrival at the hotel in the early afternoon
we were very pleased to find that we were at
the top of a small hill with sloping ground
from around SW through to NNE. The takeoff to Japan was fabulous and the take-off to
EU was pretty good, albeit with a few trees
in the way. The piece of land making up the
garden wasn’t too large, so we knew we
would have to be creative about placing the
antennas; not wishing to delay operating we
pitched the antennas for the first night’s
operation: a vertical dipole for 20m and
ground planes for 30m and 40m. Getting on

Routine
We soon got into a daily routine. Nigel was
our 30m man and flogged that band as much
as possible. We agreed to split the operating
rotas so that Nigel and Michael operated
until after EU sunrise (about 3am local)
each day, then Martin and John would take
over for the JA and NA/SA sunrises. It was
impossible with a small team to be on every
open band at the same time; however, we
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tried to give each band a good bash,
particularly when open to Europe. At 3pm
local each day we retired to one of the local
restaurants for our main meal of the day –
the food and drink (and ice cream!) were
always very good and it offered a good
chance to relax, share experiences and a few
jokes before getting back to the pile-ups.

hours and although we got wet whilst
erecting antennas on the first day, generally
we managed to avoid it. The verdant
landscape that we’d noticed when we
arrived was testament to the amount of rain
they must get.

Even though Easter Island’s longitude
suggests it should have -7 hours time
differential from the UK, it has only -2
hours difference from Chile, making it -5
hours from the UK. We surmised that this is
probably an attempt to keep the island’s
time as close to the mainland as possible for
social and economic reasons; however, it
meant sunrise wasn’t until around 08:30am
every morning (13:30z).

We earmarked the Monday morning for a
tour of the island, so armed with a map
(although there’s only one main ‘road’
around the island) and some good advice
from a fellow hotel guest, we set off in our
hire car to see some of the famous stone
heads - the Moai. These monolithic rock
carvings of human faces were built between
1250 and 1500AD. There are 887 of them in
total and about half of them are still at the
quarry where they originated, to which we
paid a visit. Hundreds of others were
transported around the island and set on
stone platforms; we made sure to see a
couple of the major sites. The Moai
represent the ‘living’ faces of deified
ancestors, though many of them are faced
downwards as a result of old conflicts and
possibly tsunamis too. Four Moai can even
be seen on the XRØYG QSL!

The Island

Conditions
Good results were had on all bands. Michael
was able to pull some QSOs through very
heavy noise on 160m openings to the UK
and Europe, and John couldn’t believe the
size of the JA pile-ups on 80m at XRØYG
sunrise (the huge pile-ups on HF were
expected!). For the European stations on
80m propagation tracked the grey line
almost as closely as it did on 160m.
Meanwhile the bulk of UK stations were
worked on 40m to 15m; 12m and 10m had
UK openings, but rapid QSB and spot-light
propagation often caused signals to drop out
very quickly, particularly on 10m.

Time to QRT
We had a great time together as a team on
Easter Island and were blessed with some
excellent propagation. But the week flew by
too fast! The antennas were ripped down
immediately after breakfast on Wednesday,
27 March, and packed ready for the flight
home. After doing that we then found there
was a 4-hour delay on our flight, so maybe
we should have stayed on the air longer!
We made good use of the time and headed
for a super lunch at a restaurant by the local
fishing harbour, overlooking the Pacific
Ocean: next stop Pitcairn. Pity, Nigel’s
already done that one!

Of course, Easter Island has clear sea paths
to both Asia and North America and there
were times on HF when stations from both
continents were simultaneously calling with
20dB over 9 signals. It’s always fascinating
(at least for the lesser travelled members of
the team!) to experience propagation from a
different part of the globe.
Weather

More pictures of this trip are available at
Temperatures on Easter Island were hot,
around 25°C, with high humidity. It rained
most days for anything up to a couple of

www.g3txf.com/dxtrip/XR0YG/XR0YG.ht
ml
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and http://xr0yg.com/photographs/

(With thanks to Nigel, G3TXF; Michael,
G7VJR and Martin, G3ZAY for input).

_____________________________________________________________________

Spratly Revisited
Don Beattie, G3BJ
“How do you fancy going back to Spratly?”
asked Steve, 9M6DXX, in late 2012.
Having spent an interesting 12 days on
Pulau Layang-Layang in 1998 (the first
FSDXA expedition) the prospect appealed.
A small atoll (partly man-made) housing a
Malaysian navy station and a dive centre, it
is the nearest of the Spratly islands to the
coast of Borneo, and has the added security
of the protection of the Malaysian military.
Although the ASEAN Spratly accord signed
in 2002 has done much to avoid a repetition
of the hostilities of the late 20th century,
Spratly remains disputed territory, with
claims on all or part from Vietnam, the
Philippines, China (PRC) the Republic of
China (Taiwan), Brunei and Malaysia. And
unlike 1998, when the air service was a
small Twin Otter, there is now a 72-seat
ATR turbo-prop charter twice a week,
making good use of the long runway on the
island.

can be granted. As the flight to Spratly was
to be on a Sunday, this meant a few days
additional time spent in KK to sort out the
formalities. However, this had the
advantage of giving time for a bit of team
bonding. The group of eight on the
expedition were, John (9M6XRO), Steve
(9M6DXX), James
(9V1YC), Pista
(HA5AO),
Georg
(HA5UK),
Ben
(N6MUF), Tony (KM0O) and myself. All
were experienced DXpeditioners and knew
the drill.

And so it was that I found myself leaving
Heathrow on a Malaysian Airbus 380 bound
for Kuala Lumpur and thence Kota
Kinabalu in Sabah. I arrived to be met by
Steve and the news that there had been an
attempt to invade Sabah by a ‘terrorist’
group in the Philippines, and that military
operations were under way in the East of
Sabah. For a short while it seemed the
authorities were going to ban visitors to the
offshore islands until the situation was
regularised, but fortunately there was a
change of heart.

After checking in we started assembly of the
stations and antennas. We used Elecraft K3
and K2 transceivers, each with a linear
amplifier. Antennas (erected once the navy
base commander had given his assent) were
three Butternuts (1 x HF6, 1 x HF6 + 12/17
and 1 x HF2) with monoband verticals for
40, 30 17 and 12 m and the 87ft Titanex for
80/160m. All were right at the water’s edge
(except the Titanex). We also had a 12mhigh vertical, tuned by an SGC automatic
tuner, which had its base actually in the
water and no radials – a Hungarian design.

Current licensing rules require foreigners
wanting an amateur licence in Sabah to
swear a statutory declaration in front of a
Malaysian JP or magistrate before a licence

All antennas worked very well indeed.
Knowing the static issues on 160/80m we
also erected a Pennant for those bands. We
finished off the equipment list with

And so, at an uncivilised hour early on
Sunday, 10 March, we left KK for LayangLayang. After an hour’s flight, the familiar
shape of the atoll came into view and we put
down just after 7.00 am in the normal
breezy and hot conditions on the island. The
diving centre has been spruced up since
1998 and is now quite presentable, and how
the trees have grown!
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bandpass filters for each band, together with
160 and 80m receive bandpass filters on the
Pennant. So effective was the filtering and
the lack of phase noise from the Elecrafts
that we had no inter-station issues at all,
despite the relative proximity of all the
antennas. We used N1MM for logging. All
the stations were set up in the vast airconditioned conference room which we had
rented for the purpose. One advantage of
this room is that it is almost possible to
assemble the Titanex fully in airconditioned comfort before carrying it out to
the antenna field!

political nature, which is not in the true
spirit of amateur radio. Fortunately, this did
little to impact the effectiveness of the
expedition.
On a busy expedition, time fades into a blur,
but some notable moments stand out:
x

x

Propagation on Spratly mandates operating
the stations extensively all night, with only
limited opportunities for QSOs during the
daytime. And so it was that we settled into
the routine of eat-sleep-operate, although
the challenges of keeping five stations on
the air with just eight operators meant that
few got more than three hours sleep a day.
Certainly towards the end we were all
feeling the need for a good night’s rest.

x

x

The static in the Inter-Tropical Convergence
Zone is really fierce, with almost continuous
S9+20 dB noise on LF and only very short
breaks between the crashes. This time it was
pretty clear that the source was to the East
of us, for as daylight spread across the
Pacific, the level diminished considerably,
and by the time it was right to work Europe
on 160m it was just a bit more forgiving.
The Pennant, however, did offer some
relief. Indeed coupled with the careful
adjustment of the K3 DSP noise reduction
system, it was possible to copy signals more
easily.

x

x

On HF we experienced a few challenges.
The CME on 15 March really played havoc
with some paths for the balance of the
expedition. This adversely impacted our
final QSO number, which I believe would
have been nearer to 50,000 had the sun
cooperated. As with most DXpeditions these
days, we were not without our share of
DQRM on our transmit frequency. But we
also experienced intentional jamming of a

Watching sparks fly from the inner
to the outer of the PL-259 plugs on
unused antennas, caused by the
intense static in the atmosphere.
A violent rainstorm one night that
had us running to eject the coax
cable to the Titanex from the room –
the biggest lightning conductor for a
hundred miles
Having the 20m operator throw his
headset down in frustration because
a pirate using our 9M4SLL call had
‘stolen’ his pile-up. You can imagine
the amusement when it became clear
that it was the second harmonic of
our 40m station !
Swimming up to the reef to look at
the brightly coloured reef fish. Sadly
a lot of the coral has died since
1998, and the reef colours are simply
no longer there in such abundance,
but the fish remain very colourful
Trying to keep one’s weight under
control with the five meals a day that
the dive centre provides. Real selfdiscipline.
Uploading the logs to Club Log and
LOTW daily (thanks Tim, M0URX)
and watching the comments on the
CDXC Reflector, the cluster and
ON4KST. Since 1998, Internet has
come to Layang-Layang (and even
cellular!) and some of the feedback
was invaluable in tweaking our
operating frequencies and pattern.

A little more on the LF QRN. It is 20dB+
over S9 with short (perhaps 400-700mS)
periods of relative silence in between. In
those periods of silence the operator will do
well to get one letter of a call. Probably just
a part-letter. So those at the other end
should not be surprised if an initial response
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to an N0 turns into K0 or K9 or something
entirely different. There is little confidence
in the letter received at first, and it is only
through continual repetition of the call,
careful attention to the timing of letters and
a bit of luck with the QRN that any QSOs
are made.

to say our farewells. Some of us will meet
again at Friedrichshafen in June and I look
forward to that.
I must end by thanking the people who did
the really hard work to make 9M4SLL
happen in 2013. Steve, 9M6DXX, and John,
9M6XRO, put immense work into getting
the necessary approvals and handling the
logistics. Most of the rest of us simply
brought a transceiver, antenna, computer,
interconnects and in some cases a linear.
The Hungarians brought the complete
Elecraft line-up – the K3 and the KPA500.
An impressive piece of DXpedition kit.

In this context, I offer a thought about
calling technique. In a way it is rather like
meteor scatter. You need to cram as much
into those 400-700mS periods of relative
silence as can reasonably be done. So those
stations calling who, at the first sign of
receiving difficulties at 9M4, slowed their
sending, were doing exactly the opposite of
what was needed. Several times I asked
"Call faster!" with little effect.

I personally must thank Mike, G3WPH, and
Tony, G0OPB, who were so helpful in
loaning bandpass filters for the receive
antenna and the receive antenna matching
transformers. It all worked perfectly. And
finally, of course, a big thank you to CDXC
and our other sponsors, who helped cover
some of the excess baggage costs etc !

Between us, John and I put a lot into the LF
bands operation and we had to balance the
160 and 80m demand as we had just the
Titanex vertical. Although we had hoped the
Butternut HF2 might help on 80m, its
performance was just nowhere near the big
Titanex. I am sure the way we split our time
between 80 and 160m did not satisfy those
who didn't work us, but I'm afraid that is the
reality of having one antenna to cover two
bands.

So a short trip to Layang-Layang put 43,716
QSOs in the log and I think generally
pleased the deserving. A most enjoyable
short expedition.
9M4SLL statistics

As is inevitable with a short expedition like
this, we ran out of time. In particular the
RTTY demand seemed never-ending. On
160m, our QSO count of over 1,300 seems
to have pleased the Top Band specialists
and we have given a new one to many
others. The 160m QSO count for a sevenday operation was 100 QSOs higher than
that achieved at 9M0C with 12 days of
operation.

Operating period: 7 days
Stations: 5
Operators: 8
Contacts: 43,716
Continental split
Europe 50.2%
Asia 27.5%
N. America 19.2%
S. America 0.7%
Oceania 1.6%
Africa 0.8%

But most of all, the expedition was a great
social opportunity to talk amateur radio with
other team members. It was invaluable to
learn others’ views and be in the company
of those who we can now count as friends.

Mode split

All too soon it was time to dismantle the
stations and load the plane for KK and then

CW 64.9% SSB 30.7% RTTY 4.4%
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T2GM DXpedition
Rob Ferguson, GM3YTS

You will have heard of the man with no
name - well I am the man with no luggage!
This
DXpedition
to
Tuvalu
was
meticulously planned several months in
advance, but we were not to know that ‘The
World’s favourite airline’ British Airways
were going to play a vital and disastrous
part in it.

Eventually we got on the plane, but were
over 3 hours late arriving into London - and
of course we missed our connections to LA
and Fiji. Clive hadn’t and he was airborne.
British Airways decided to reroute us via
Singapore, Auckland and then Fiji, but we
would arrive too late to catch our flight to
Tuvalu.

Clive/GM3POI, Gavin/GM0GAV, Tom/
GM4FDM and myself were the team that
made up T2GM. Tom, Gavin and I set out
for T2 on Sunday, 10 March from Glasgow
with a view to arriving in Fiji on Tuesday,
12 March in time to catch the Tuesday flight
to Tuvalu. Clive had gone to London
directly from Orkney the day before.

As there are only three flights per week to
Tuvalu, Gavin decided to phone Air Pacific
to change our flight to the Thursday, only to
be told that both the Thursday and the
Saturday flights were full! We then had no
choice but to put the news on our blog that
our trip to Tuvalu would be cancelled and
we would be operating from Fiji instead.

We were sitting comfortably in the
departure lounge of Glasgow Airport
waiting to be called to board when the
ominous announcement came: “Sorry to
inform you, but Flight BA 1483 to London
Heathrow has developed a technical fault
and there will be a delay.” Twenty minutes
later another announcement: “Unfortunately
Flight BA 1483 is now cancelled. Please
collect your bags from the carousel.” With
that we dashed downstairs to get our bags.
Upon collecting my bags I immediately
went to the desk to try to get on another
flight.

After two long flights we arrived in
Auckland. When collecting our boarding
cards I asked the lady if our bags were there
and she said “Yes”. This lifted our spirits
somewhat and we cheerfully boarded the
Air Pacific plane to Fiji.
Upon arrival in Fiji we waited and waited at
the baggage carousel, but no baggage
appeared. By the time everyone else had
gone we knew we were in trouble. After
reporting our missing bags we then
proceeded through security with our hand
baggage which contained radios and an
amplifier, but not much else. Security were
not interested in any of the electronic stuff,
but were alarmed to see I had two packets of
Scottish shortbread biscuits. After close
examination of these offending articles I
was allowed through.

In the meantime Tom and Gavin’s bags had
not arrived on the carousel, but they were
told the flight was back on again! We then
dashed back upstairs to go through security
etc. However, as I had checked in online
unlike Gavin and Tom, the bar code reader
would not accept my ticket! I then had to
dash back down to the desk to get another
boarding card. This did not augur well for
the start of a DXpedition to the other side of
the world.

After we got through we sent Tom off to the
nearby airport hotel to see if they had
rooms… while Gavin and I went to the
baggage office at Nadi Airport. The lady in
the baggage office told us our bags were in
Auckland and they would be with us the
next day. She gave us 50 Fijian dollars to
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buy essentials and sent us on our way. Tom,
in the meantime, to our relief had booked us
rooms in the Gateway Airport Hotel.

paid 67 Fijian dollars excess baggage, got
off at Suva - where we had to check in again
to go back on the same aircraft - and were
then asked for another 400 Fijian dollars
excess baggage!

The next day we went straight to the Air
Pacific office to see if we could still go to
Tuvalu and we were told that seats were
available – and so we rebooked for the
Thursday flight. Oh joy! The DXpedition
was back on! We trooped back to the hotel,
then back to airport to meet the Auckland
flight that our bags were on. Guess what?
No bags!

After a flight of 2 hours and 20 minutes we
arrived at Funafuti International airport,
Tuvalu, in a torrential downpour. After
completing all the entry formalities we then
went to the baggage hall. Yes, you’ve
guessed it: again my baggage wasn’t there!
They had taken it off at Suva as the plane
was overloaded. I was not a happy chap, as I
knew it would at least Tuesday before the
next plane arrived. The bag not only
contained my clothes but the band pass
filters and two lengths of coax. I was given
the customary 100 dollars and told to come
back on Tuesday.

We then went yet again to the nice lady in
the baggage office, who then told us that
they weren’t quite sure where our bags
were, but if we came back that afternoon
she might know. She then gave us another
50 Fijian dollars for more essentials. We
really needed this as there wasn’t much
room for spare clothes in our hand baggage
and by this time we were looking a bit
dishevelled. The afternoon arrived and of
course there were still no bags. We were
then told that they might come in the
following morning, which would be OK as
we could then still get the flight to Tuvalu.

It might sound generous, but there are not
many shops in Tuvalu. So I had to make do
with what I had. I rinsed my few clothes out
regularly and they dried quickly in the hot
sun.
Clive met us at the airport with a truck for
the luggage that had arrived - and we
walked up to the hotel, which was only
about 300 yards away. We asked Clive if he
had received our faxed licences. He said no,
the hotel doesn’t have a fax machine. It has
a fax number, but no fax machine!

The morning came. We checked out of our
hotel and cheerfully went to the airport, but
guess what? No bags again. This time we
were a tad unhappy. We went to see our
friend in the baggage office, who told us our
baggage had only left London the day
before. We were now highly dispirited. We
then went back to Air Pacific and rebooked
our Tuvalu flights for the Saturday and
trooped back dejectedly to the hotel, where
we booked in again.

The Vaiaku Lagi Hotel is the only hotel in
Tuvalu. There are some guest houses, but
we were staying in the only hotel. It has 18
bedrooms and we took four of them. One
we used for the shack. We set to in what
little time we had before sunset and put up
one antenna, then set up the radios and were
QRV briefly that night, making a few
hundred QSOs.

In the meantime Clive, who had been in
Tuvalu since the Tuesday, was kept
informed of our plight. He had sorted the T2
licence out and asked us to fax him copies
of our licences, which we did.

We had a good night’s rest before tackling
the antenna work at first light. We needed to
get it all done before it got too hot. All of
the antennas were placed just a few feet
from the lagoon. There were 2-element
verticals for 10 and 12m and vertical dipoles

Our baggage finally arrived on the Friday
and we were able to proceed with our
DXpedition by catching the Saturday plane
to Tuvalu. We checked in at Nadi Airport
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for the other HF bands plus an 18-metre
Spider pole, which was used for the 40/80
and 160m antenna.

every building. These are fed by pipes
leading from every roof.
The food was OK if you like glutinous rice.
Fish was in surprisingly small supply, with
the main courses being stir fries with meat.
Breakfast was bread, cereal and fruit. You
could have a plain omelette, but if you
wanted cheese or any filling it was an extra
dollar. Most of the food was imported.

In addition to this we had a receiving loop
placed some distance away. There was only
one problem encountered and that was that
the top loading for 160m had wrapped itself
around the top of the pole, which made 80m
unusable. We decided that we did not have
time to sort it that night and spent one night
on 160m hearing just one station, KH6AT.

On the Tuesday when I went to the airport
to get my bag I met Tim, NL8F, who was
staying at our hotel. He was going to be
QRV as T2TT, but fortunately for us he was
not starting up until the day we left. We
helped him put up his Butternut vertical,
which was attached to our by now discarded
radial system

Given the short time we had available, we
took the decision next morning to forget
about 160m and concentrate on 80 and 40m.
We took down the big vertical and removed
the 160m top-loading wires. There were two
stations: Gavin and Tom generally manned
one of them, while Clive and I used the
other. We used K3 transceivers with a
Tokyo High Power lightweight amp on one
station plus an Acom 1010 on the other. We
operated in 5-hour shifts throughout our stay
and this seemed to work quite well. The
bands were reasonable, despite a massive
CME on the day we arrived. The only time
the bands were dead was for 2-3 hours each
mid-morning in Tuvalu.

Tuvalu, with 10,000 inhabitants, is an
independent country with a seat in the UN.
It is also a member of the British
Commonwealth. There is no real industry
apart from selling stamps and selling the .tv
domain name around the world, especially
to TV stations.
I think there is small scale fishing, but about
800 of the menfolk are employed as crew
throughout the world on cargo ships. They
go away for 9 months at a time.
Unfortunately, due to the slowdown in the
world economy only about 100 of them are
in employment at present and this has hit the
Tuvaluan economy hard.

The hotel had been built by the Chinese
about 25 years ago and while it is
reasonably comfortable it could do with
sprucing up with some paint and general
maintenance. I had a problem working out
the air conditioning, as the controller had
only Chinese lettering on the buttons.

I did take several walks round Funafuti and
most of the few government vehicles I saw
seemed to have been donated by other
governments. The fire appliances came from
Japan, the sewage wagon came from the
European community etc. The fish farm was
funded by Taiwan and the coastal patrol
boat came from Australia. I guess Tuvalu is
a useful vote to have in the UN. While we
were there the Cuban ambassador visited
and we had the Cuban flag flying at the
hotel for a few days.

On another occasion my bed collapsed and
that had to be put together again. The
showers were very inviting after a hot day,
but when you turned on the hot tap no water
came out. It’s an invigorating cold shower
for you my lad! If you waited until late
afternoon the cold water was a bit tepid
from the sun and it was a bit better, but not
much.
Tuvalu has no fresh water. They rely on the
almost daily hour-long deluge of rain which
they collect in large containers attached to
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The island of Funafuti is very narrow. At its
widest it’s about 1,000 yards across and that
part has the runway on it. Other parts
narrow down to 500 yards, tapering to a few
yards. The highest part is only 15 feet above
sea level, hence their very real interest in
climate change.

On arriving in Fiji I checked into the airport
hotel again as I was going onward to visit
my son in Australia, the others were
checking their luggage in for the journey
home. At the check-in desk they were asked
for 2,200 Fijian Dollars for excess baggage.
After much discussion this was reduced to
460 Fijian dollars, provided they collected
their bags in LA and rechecked them. This
they did and while they were charged $200
excess in LA, the total bill was a great deal
less than the rip-off amount that Air Pacific
demanded.

The people are generally a happy bunch and
we had good fun chatting to them. They get
around on little motor bikes, some of them
with passengers perched very precariously
on the back seat carrying their shopping or
their children.

The irony of all this is when they got home
to Glasgow - yes you’ve guessed it - the
baggage was still in London!

After just four and a half days of operating
it was time for us to take down the antennas
and get ready for the trip home. We had
made a total of 18,500 QSOs, 35% of which
were with Europe, so in the circumstances
not so bad - but from our point of view
disappointing given our initial plans.

This is not the end of the tale. I travelled
home a week later from Sydney via Abu
Dhabi and Amsterdam. When I was in the
baggage hall in Edinburgh the guy there
approached me and asked if I was Mr
Ferguson - and he told me my baggage was
still in Amsterdam!

When we were leaving Tuvalu we met up
with the German guys who had arrived on
the plane that was taking us out. They were
going to be T2YY. This was an ill-fated
expedition as one of the members of the
group, Ingolf/DL4JS, sadly died apparently from drowning - just 5 days
later. T2GM sends our sincere condolences
to his family.

This must be a record for lost baggage for
any DXpedition, but we got there in the end.
Our thanks go to the GMDX Group, the
RSGB, CDXC and Nevada Radio for their
generous contributions to our expedition.

_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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A little pistol entry in the CQ WW WPX SSB Contest
or: ‘How the CDXC club callsign will boost your contest and DXCC scores’
David Aslin, G3WGN

Contester or DXer?

operated there (now he’s added a third) and
the usual Alpha amps etc. Not little pistol by
UK standards! Nor are the WC6H team’s
results – usually in the Top 5 in North
America and that with only four DXCC
entities within 2,000 miles. This year Steve,
G3ZVW, was in California in March, so I
connected him with Rich to take up a seat in
this year’s WC6H WPX team. I’ll bet he
had fun!

Do you consider yourself a contester or a
DXer? Or both? One of the many special
attributes of CDXC is that it is supportive of
both contesters and DXers. I count myself
as passionate about both. There’s nothing
wrong with specialist contest clubs or
specialist DX Clubs, but in my view, having
both under one roof is invaluable for the
health of competitive radio.

Back in the UK I can only dream of the sun
and Rich’s impressive station. My XYL and
I have been tracking down that elusive
beast, a great contesting location with a nice
house. We’re still looking, while living in a
rented farmhouse and with most of our
‘stuff’ (with most of my radio gear,
including amplifiers) in storage. Renting
rather limits the amateur radio possibilities,
but with a trailer tower and some wire
inverted-Vees, it’s been fun re-starting
DXCC and entering contests in low power
categories. But as a favourite contest, I
wanted to plan my entry in this year’s WPX
carefully.

What’s this got to do with CQ WW WPX,
or for that matter little-pistol contesting?
Well, to be successful in international
contesting often requires an element of
DXing skills – and the ability to ‘run’ at
high rates. WPX is normally thought of as a
‘rate’ contest since in WPX a G7 or DJ4 is
just as much a multiplier as JD1 or VK9C.
So why bother to work outside Europe when
there are hundreds if not thousands of
multipliers in dozens of DXCC entities
available within 1,000 miles or so? Just run
like heck, working all those strong EU
stations. But, and it’s a big but, stations
outside your own continent score extra
points. So to do well in WPX requires a
combination of rate and DX skills – which
is why I like it so much.

First set your goals
There has been a recent thread on the uk-hfcontesting Yahoo! Group that encapsulated
this perfectly. Chris, G3SJJ, and Steve,
GW4BLE, summed it up:

From California stacks and kilowatts
to low power and wires
A little background. I’ve been a contester
for 40+ years (anyone remember GB3MCG
multi-multi in WPX – second in Europe, 4th
worldwide in 1975?). I lived in California in
2000-2010, so my most recent WPX entries
were multi-single or multi-two from the
station of my good friend Rich, WC6H.
Rich has a small station by West Coast
standards – only two towers when I

GW4BLE:
“Setting individual targets as you go along
adds incentive to improve. I still do that
after 40+ years of contesting. Take last
weekend for example: due to illness last
year my current 'bum in the chair time' is
restricted, so full-blown sessions are a nono. However, it was great fun running

25

SO2R in WPX making 250 QSOs, then 500
etc. and seeing the score go over 1,000,000.
I was running my 'own contest within the
contest’ and enjoying it immensely.

Unassisted 40m LP record is held by Mike,
G7TWC, with a score of 295K; Assisted SO
40m is held by 2E1FVS at 420K. I resolved
to go after the Unassisted record with a
target of 300K, so would not use cluster or
web-based spots. Who knew how it would
turn out?

Likewise for the new guys out there – ‘Get
on the air and make QSOs’ must be the
message, set targets, some rivalry with your
mates in the club, across town or whatever.
So you didn't get first in your county/
country? Tough, strive to do better next
time. It’s all about being positive.”

Although I have been contesting for more
than 40 years, it seems that Ofcom do not
consider me a contester for Short Contest
Call (SCC) purposes (UK, European and
North America Top 5 results with other
peoples’ calls or from multi-op stations
count for nothing). My experience with
SCCs is that the good ones usually improve
the rate substantially, so in a flash of
inspiration I asked Neville if the CDXC
SCC was available. Indeed M0C had not
been booked for the weekend, so it was
mine to use provided I turned in an
electronic logfile after the contest. In the
event this was one of my better decisions.

G3SJJ:
“I think a lot of inexperienced/newer
entrants are deterred because they think they
can't win, or be near the top. I think one of
the things that’s missing is convincing these
guys that they can win. Not the overall
listing, but they can win their allocated
section. This may be a specific section - say
10m single op unassisted - or as in my case
last night beating their target. I set mine last
night at 150 QSOs and I made 154, so I won
my contest. I was next to highest in the
DMU [De Montfort University] table, so I
came 2nd in the DMU contest. Was it Hot
Chocolate who sang Everyone's A Winner?"

How did it go?
The contest started reasonably well,
although I was struggling to be heard in
North America, normally my best direction,
with significant slope enhancement to the
North West at this QTH. As dawn broke I
was running at rates around 100/hour,
mostly working Europe. But as the band
faded at 0910z I looked at the score and did
a double-take: after only 9 hours of the
contest I was within a few points of
G7TWC’s record! Time to set a new goal!

With just a couple of dipoles and a barefoot
transceiver available, what band/category to
enter in the 2013 CQ WW WPX SSB
contest? I also had to fit in with daytime
Easter family happenings, so settled on
Single Operator Single Band 40m Low
Power (SO SB 40 LP), which meant most of
my operating would be after dark.
Although I had used 100W and the wire
antennas for a couple of months before the
contest, I had no real idea of how the station
would perform under the intense conditions
of 40m SSB in WPX. There was the
possibility I might be crushed between the
monster signals of all those European highpower stations with beams and 4-squares on
the band. But I thought I’d give it a go.

After some thought during the day I realised
that I might be able to beat the 420K
Assisted record for the UK and decided that
500K points would be a good stretch.
Cluster spots are not of much help in this
contest, but to maximize my chances
towards the new goal I did start looking at
DXForMe on the confuser (laptop)
occasionally. So my eventual entry would
be in the Assisted classification.

Like many contesters, my preparation
includes reviewing previous years’ scores
and the category records. In the UK the

The early hours had been very slow on
Saturday morning (rates as high as
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14/hour!), so I resolved to operate as soon
as the band re-opened on Saturday afternoon
until 1am, then grab some sleep and go back
to the shack at 0530 on the Sunday.

used much, I expected that lots of
fills/corrections would be needed. Not a bit
of it. Only 2 stations struggled to get the call
- they really, really wanted it to be M0 +3
letters and weren’t going to give up until I’d
given them that. But a bit of persistence
convinced them that M0C was all there is,
so they may as well log it. In contrast I
received many unsolicited ‘great call’
comments. And it’s so short it definitely
improved run rates and QSO timing in
search-and-pounce operation. So from my
experience, it’s recommended for phone
contests at least. Whatever, it deserves being
aired more often!

Hmmm, it seems that I’m a better sleeper
than I thought. I slept right through the
alarm and did not get back on the band until
0723! It would be all too easy to get wound
up about all the good stuff I may have
missed while sleeping, but you have to put
those thoughts away. I concentrated on
getting to my 500K-point goal, which I
sailed past before 8am that morning.
Another re-plan required! Since I’d already
done way better than I’d expected with low
power and a wire dipole, I thought I would
set a silly target of 1 million points. I had no
idea how this compared with previous
year’s European or World scores, I just
decided to go for it. Soon after the decision,
I was called by VK7XX, so I took this as a
sign that conditions were pretty good on
Sunday and that at least the new UK record
would be a good one.

Never mind the contest, what about
the DX?
Prior to the contest I’d come across the
CDXC LF Challenge for the first time (a bit
slow, I know, but I get there in the end). I
started uploading scores in mid-March and
was pleased to get into the Top 10. The
decision to use M0C meant, of course, that
any DXCC entities worked in the contest
(which was during the last two days of the
LF Challenge) would not count towards my
G3WGN score. Quite OK by me, as I knew
it would boost my contest result to use the
SCC, so I was willing to forgo the extra
Challenge points. But I did review the M0C
WPX log for DXCC entities to find 83
worked. So you may see M0C in the final
LF Challenge results in the Top 10; in
which case, it will have booted a certain
G3WGN from 10th place. Quite poetic,
really.

I’ll spare you the blow-by-blow account of
the final evening, but being called by JAs,
BY and HS0 did my motivation a power of
good. I ended up with a final score of 811
QSOs and 517 multipliers for 1,049,510
points, which would have been World First
in 2012 for SO (Assisted) SB 40 Low
Power. Conditions were very good on
Sunday, so in 2013 it won’t be World No. 1;
it’s going to be what my US friends call a
‘box’ score (it will be in one of the little
boxes of top scores published in CQ
Magazine – which usually show the Top 5
or Top 10 by category). I know from
looking at www.3830scores.com (great new
site!) that S57DX beat me, but I have hopes
that my score will still be in the Top 3.
We’ll see in the fullness of log-checking
time.

Highs, lows and lessons learned
High spots:
-

A 10dB boost, for free
There’s been a lot of discussion about the
value of an SCC. Since M0C hasn’t been
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being called by VK7, JA and BY
the incredibly good close-in
performance of the FT-5000. AGC
off and riding the RF gain, I could
dig deep between the big EU CQ
machines and pull out a lot more
mults. 40m SSB can never really be
described as a pleasure, but this

-

-

made it much more tolerable than
with rigs of yore.
Easter roast mutton lunch with the
family on Sunday. Pick your
category!
the final score!

-

Low spots:
-

-

-

-

very few USA in the log. I know
they tend to work their own in this
contest, but couldn’t work more than
a handful of the guys who were
looking for Europe.
the long nighttime hours of slogging
away with the rate meter hovering at
less than 14/hour… sometimes bumin-chair time is what it takes.
Oversleeping on the Sunday
morning… sometimes bum-in-chair
time is what it takes!

Set goals and believe in them. You
too can be a winner!
100W and wires is a winning
combination in the right category
Pick your category, but don’t be
concerned about changing it midcontest. Just be sure you have
operated within the rules for the final
category throughout the contest
Have fun – or as GW4BLE said,
“Enjoy it immensely!” I certainly
did!

Finally, many thanks to CDXC for the loan
of the callsign. You next?

Lessons learned:
-

Get a bigger, better, louder alarm
clock

_____________________________________________________________________

VYØO – Gilmour Island, NA-230, September 2009
Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC
Gilmour, the largest of the 34 volcanic
islands which form the Ottawa group, is
situated 160 km W of Puvirnituq, Quebec,
in the Hudson Bay. The only available
transportation was a 26ft boat named
Tullaaq (Baby Loon), whose crew was the
only one to accept the challenge. With a
sump pump and cabin ventilation out
following a short circuit at sea, and the main
engine dead 40 km from the destination, we
continued sailing slowly using a small,
spare engine. The night was dramatic as we
fought very hard at one point to avoid
sinking by frantically bucketing water

overboard and moving everything forward
to shift weight, before plugging several
holes that appeared from out of nowhere.
We landed 700 m away from the end of a
long and meandering, north-striking bay. By
the evening the weather worsened,
becoming windy and rainy. Next day we
were pounded by 80 km/h wind, unsure the
mast would hold, while temperatures neared
0°C. My radio equipment consisted of an
ICOM IC-7000 with 100W and a multiband vertical wire with a 10m fiberglass
mast. During three days 3,087 QSOs were
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The financial support received from the
International Radio Expedition Foundation
(IREF), German DX Foundation, Chiltern
DX Club, Icom–Canada and Clipperton DX
Club is graciously acknowledged.

logged, 49% on each of 20 m SSB and 30 m
CW, the rest on 20/40 m CW, with 2,602
stations from 66 DXCC on 6 continents:
Main engine fixed, the return went well
until past mid-distance to the mainland
when the gear broke and we had to go back
to the spare engine. With changing weather
in the forecast, a larger boat came to our
rescue and towed us to shore. Meanwhile, a
CC-130 Hercules plane dispatched by the
Search & Rescue Center stayed with us for
some time, just in case. Flanked by boats
and motor canoes, we reached the port at
sunset.

W5BXX and VE7DP are gratefully outlined
for their enthusiasm, encouragement and
significant support. Special thanks to
JM1PXG, DK8UH, G0PHY, K6DT,
OH1JO, PA3EXX, RN6BY, UA6AF,
VE7IG, large - DL1BDD, EA8AKN,
I2YDX, IK8DDN, JA1BPA, JA1QXY,
JE1DXC, JF4VZT, JA8MS, ON4ATW,
VE7QCR, VE7YL, KD1CT, W3AWU,
W5BOS, N6AWD, N6PYN, and generous
donors G3KMA, G4SOZ, G4VMX,
HB9DKZ, I1SNW, IZ2AMW, I4MKN,
JA1SKE, JH1QVW, JE2QYZ, JA5IU,
JR0DLU, SM3NXS, VE1VOX, VE3FOI,
VE3IQ, VE3JV, VE3LDT, VE3UW,
VE3XN, VE3ZZ, VE6VK, W1NG, W1OX,
WB2YQH, K3FN, WA3GNW, WA3HIC,
W4DKS, W4LSC, W5GAI, KB5GL,
W5PF, AB5SG, W6RLL, W7CNL, K7SO,
K8NA, W8NGA, W9DC. I would also like
to thank all those who included some
support with their QSL request (see VY0O
page at QRZ.com for the complete list).

I am deeply grateful to my wife Lucia and
son Tiberius for their strong and continuous
support all along. Mario Aubin is graciously
thanked for his logistical help in bringing
this project to life. I am particularly
indebted to Jakussie, Peter, Qalingo and
Sailasie for their skills and dedication, so
very critical to our survival and success. By
naming the southern tip of Gilmour Is.
‘Cezar Point’, they kept a piece of me up
north, a symbol of the bond established
between us following our unforgettable
adventures.

_____________________________________________________________________

DXpedition Amplifiers
John Warburton, G4IRN

In the months before going on my recent
XR0YG DXpedition, I started to look at a
lightweight amplifiers to add a little extra
punch to the signals. I had my eye on the
Acom 800, which has been doing the rounds
on the Internet as ‘Acom's new DXpedition
amplifier’ for nearly a year, but when I
spoke directly to the factory in Bulgaria it
became obvious that it wouldn't be ready on
time.

High Power HL-550FX, a switch-mode
linear rated at 600W and 10.2kg; Michael
the Tokyo High Power HL-1.2KFX – a
heavier linear PSU predecessor of the HL550FX - rated at 750W output and weighing
15kg. The Elecraft puts out around 500W
(more if driven harder) and weighs 12kg – I
was offered a great deal, so opted for the
KPA500.
In between getting the amplifier and
departing for Easter Island, I started to hear
about a couple of DXpeditions having

I was aware that two other team members
had lightweight amplifiers: Nigel, the Tokyo
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KPA500 failures. A Finnish trip to Lord
Howe Island late last year lost one,
apparently because the mains voltage went
above 250V. Additionally, our own
Jim/G3RTE and Phil/G3SWH each lost one
(ie TWO amp failures!) whilst away on the
Solomon Islands earlier this year. However,
prior to going away I didn't have any more
details about these failures.

no issues whatsoever. Of course, after the
DXpedition the first thing to do is put the
taps back – or fall at the last by damaging
your amplifier in your own shack!
On returning home I had a chat with
Jim/G3RTE and Phil/G3SWH about their
KPA500 failures. Their amplifiers both
failed with the same problem but in
unrelated incidents, 24 hours apart. Elecraft
analysed their PA modules and fault logs
and found the root cause of both failures to
be the Transmit/Receive (T/R) switching
circuits ‘correlating with high SWR’; they
have committed to reviewing the firmware
and PA circuitry design.

When we arrived on Easter Island, Michael
and I were very careful to measure the
mains voltage before plugging our amps
into the wall. The KPA500 and Michael's
HL-1.2KFX both have linear power supplies
and the manuals give clear instructions
about the transformer taps that need
changing, depending on supply voltage.
Although high voltages can damage
equipment, low voltages can also be bad for
high-power FET amplifiers and the linearity
of the RF produced, so care is in order.

The jury is still out over Elecraft’s T/R
switching issues but in the meantime, if you
travel with an amplifier that has a linear
power supply – make sure you check the
voltage taps!

Our supply averaged around 200V in the
day and evenings but rose to 225V at 'quiet'
times (when the islanders were asleep) and
dropped to 190V on peak demand.
Therefore both amps needed appropriate
transformer tap changes to align with the
average voltage, which is lower than that
usually found in the UK. It was important
for us both to monitor our amplifier HV
voltages during the week when operating to
make sure they were within acceptable
tolerance.

(With thanks to, Jim/G3RTE, Phil/G3SWH
and Michael/G7VJR for providing input).

Why did Nigel’s amplifier not need a
transformer tap change? Well, Nigel's HL550FX amplifier has a switched mode
power supply designed to detect and
accommodate fluctuations in supply
voltage.
We had a couple of scary moments where
we saw the amplifier HV voltages rise
steadily upwards, but these quickly reversed
so we didn't need to switch the amps off.
We were also very careful to switch the
amps off when not in use. Thankfully, all
the amps got through the DXpedition with
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Visalia 2013
Don Field, G3XTT
It was interesting reading some of the
comments on the CDXC Reflector when the
Visalia Convention was in progress in April,
as it was clear that many CDXC members
are unfamiliar with this event. As it
happens, our own HF Convention, when it
was started back in the 1980s, was very
much modelled on the Visalia Convention,
which is characterised by a great lecture
programme and social activities but without
the flea market and serried ranks of trade
stalls which are very much more the
hallmark of the Dayton (USA) or
Friedrichshafen (Germany) events.

CDXC members will remember from his
three years in the UK as G0MFO. Dick now
develops firmware for Elecraft products.
My own trip started by flying in to San
Francisco and overnighting just north of San
Jose. The following morning I met up with
out-of-town visitors K1DG and K3LR (both
well-known contesters) for a trip round
some of the Silicon Valley surplus stores.
These are quite unlike any surplus stores in
the UK – huge warehouses full of every
component, sub-assembly etc. you could
imagine. One proudly displays a copy of a
receipt issued some years ago to a certain
Steve Jobs who had bought parts to
assemble early Apple PCs!

Even many Californians are unfamiliar with
Visalia, which is an inland town about
halfway between Los Angeles and San
Francisco. This indeed is why it has been
used as the venue for the DX Convention, as
it is equally convenient (or inconvenient!) to
visitors from both locations. The Northern
California DX Club and Southern California
DX Club take turns at the organising. In the
past the Convention has been held in the
Holiday Inn on the edge of town, but this
year (organised by the NCDXC) it moved to
a new venue in the Visalia Convention
Centre in downtown Visalia. The Marriott
hotel adjoins the Convention Centre, and
served as base for many of the visitors.

Then it was off to Visalia (roughly a 2½hour drive). Incidentally, although not that
well-known, Visalia is the recognised
starting point for trips into the wonderful
Sequoia National Park (on a previous trip
some years ago, with the family along, we
spent time at the Convention, then on to
Sequoia and then, the following day, to
Yosemite). To give an idea of the scope of
the Convention, the printed guide ran to 70
pages. The various raffles boasted some
$50k of prizes, the star prize being a full
Elecraft line-up (K3, P3, KPA500).

Attendance was over 800, with a number of
overseas visitors, from SM, PY, HA, DL, I,
JA, XE, ZL, lots of VEs, plus G3WGN,
G8XTJ and myself. The improved (and
larger) location allowed for two or even
three parallel lecture streams and a larger
trade hall, with all the major manufacturers
and vendors showing their wares. For my
own part, it was great to see many old
friends (as it’s 11 years since I last attended,
some were definitely looking 11 years older
– no doubt they thought the same about
me!). For example, I spent quite some time
chatting with Dick, K6KR, whom many

The Friday programme consisted of the DX
Academy and Contest Academy sessions, an
optional add-on to the main Saturday
programme. I attended both, although as
there were two streams it was a case of
deciding what was of particular interest. I
won’t describe each of them as it would take
far too long (all the presentations were made
available to registered attendees on memory
stick – great idea!). Suffice to say that the
sessions I attended were presented by
worthies such as AA7A (an old Voodoo
Contest Group friend), W9KNI (he of ‘The
Complete DXer’ and manufacturer of
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Bencher keys) and N7NG (well-known for
many things including having managed the
DXCC and LoTW programs while at
ARRL).

whereas many costs (such as ship charter)
must be paid in advance, so that loans have
to be taken out to take care of the cashflow
profile.

I attended (and presented at) the IOTA
Dinner that evening – with some 90
attendees, even though the Top Band and
Contest Dinners were also taking place at
the same time. Sat next to me at the IOTA
dinner was the redoubtable K6VVA, he of
many IOTA expeditions and (so far
unachieved) efforts to activate one of the P5
IOTA counters.

The Contest Forum dwelt mainly on the
shape of contesting in years to come –
topics such as online real-time scoring,
remote operation and making contests a
spectator event (apparently a number of
other competitive hobby events are already
streamed online, with commentary etc!).
After lunch there were three lecture streams,
mainly DXpedition presentations (3D2C,
NH8S, 7O6T, TT8TT, TX5K, ZL9HR –
you get the idea) plus some technical ones
(Terrain Analysis by K6BV, author of the
TA software, Club Log [yes!] by K6MM,
etc).

Saturday morning was primarily the DX and
Contest Forums. It was at the DX Forum
that N6PSE announced the Intrepid Group’s
project to activate P5. I detected some
disappointment in the audience that he
didn’t announce actual dates for an
expedition! But much of the discussion
centred on expedition funding. N1DG and
others on the platform emphasised how
important OQRS donations have become for
DXpeditions (the Swains operation netted
$40k from OQRS) and that this pretty much
stops overnight the moment the expedition
log is uploaded to LoTW. Although this
finding may be anathema to some
CDXCers, the experience of several major
DXpeditions in the last two or three years
does appear to bear out the result.

Then the DXpedition Banquet, followed by
keynote speaker Joe, K1JT (or, if you
prefer, Nobel Laureate, Professor Joe
Taylor, K1JT, author of the WSJT software
suite), talking about the Arecibo Telescope
in Puerto Rico and how it has been used for
amateur EME activities. There were also a
number
of
other
presentations.
Congratulations are due to old friend Arnie,
N6HC (doctor on the last two FSDXA
expeditions and many others), who was
awarded the Southern California DX Club
DXer of the Year. The Convention wrapped
up with the Sunday breakfast, with speaker
PY2XB talking about PT0S – what a
challenge that one was!

It was also clear that there is some
resentment in the US regarding European
complaints about expedition funding, LoTW
uploads etc., given that by far the majority
of expedition funding (CDXC, GMDX and
GDX notwithstanding) still comes from
North America. K4UEE went on to say that
the forthcoming FT5ZM trip is budgeted at
$409k. Each participant will pay $10k up
front (as well as their personal costs of
getting to Perth) and will agree to paying
their share of any additional costs not
covered by sponsorship (and, of course, they
will all have to be away from home for
several weeks). The other issue that many
expeditions have, in funding terms, is that
the OQRS donations are after the event,

Finally, a word or two about the trade
stands. The new TS-990S was on show of
course, along with the new Flexradio
offerings (the 6700 is awesome, but not
cheap). InnovAntennas (G0KSC) had a
booth – Justin wasn’t there, but he has an
impressive US team. I have already
mentioned Elecraft, but I had no idea there
is a firm called Elecraft Covers that
produces customised carry bags for every
Elecraft product. Maybe they could branch
out and make me a lightweight carry-bag for
my FT-5000D! All that remained was the
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journey back to the Bay area and, for me, a
great day out with David, G3WGN, winetasting in Sonoma Valley. David is quite the
expert and I learned a lot about grape
varieties, the effect of weather and much
more (and ended up with a warm glow from
the samples!).

frequent flyer miles it need cost no more
than a European event. The Californian
hams are a friendly bunch, so there will
always be an overnight invitation in the LA
or San Francisco area and ride to and from
the Convention – they really enjoy their
‘DX’ visitors and make them extremely
welcome.

Visalia is well worth a visit if you can ever
work it into your schedule. If you have
_____________________________________________________________________

FOC 75th Anniversary
Roger Western, G3SXW FOC Committee Secretary

The First Class CW Operators’ Club was
founded in May 1938, so this year we
celebrate our 75th anniversary. This UKbased club has 500 members who will be
very active on the CW bands during the
month of May 2013, in celebration of good
Morse code operation.

Full
information
is
available
at:
www.g4foc.org/, then follow the links to the
GB75FOC operating rota, list of *FOC
stations around the world, the award rules
and a picture of the beautiful certificate.
It’s really all for fun and as a thank you to
those movers and shakers who, 75 years
ago, kick-started this prestigious group of
like-minded individuals whose passion was
and still is CW. We invite CW operators
around the world to join in the celebrations

In addition GB75FOC will be activated by a
schedule of English members on each day
throughout the month, and the same for
M0RSE (Emm Zero). The club call G4FOC
will be used in non-English countries:
GP4FOC (GU), GN4FOC (GI), GS4FOC
(GM), GT4FOC (GD).
Especially exciting for DXers is that many
of our members around the world have
secured special *FOC suffix callsigns,
including 4X, 5B, 5T, 7Q, A6, HZ, KH6,
VQ9 – a total of 44 such calls at the last
count. Many of these will be operated each
day in May by teams of local operators, for
example N4FOC, S575FOC, W2FOC,
W9FOC. Each member may operate pile-up
or ragchew style as he chooses.
For award chasers we offer the ‘FOC75
Award’ at three levels: Bronze, Silver and
Gold. Points are accumulated by working
FOC members, with extra points for
working the *FOC stations.
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Press Release
3 April 2013
Ralph Fedor, K0IR

I am pleased to announce a major
DXpedition scheduled to occur during
January and February of 2014.

suitable. But our 18-day window does not
start until we step onto the island.
Once ashore the team will move to two
station positions assigned by TAAF. The
two locations are about 2 kilometers
apart. Each location will allow a full
complement of antennas. The separation
will allow simultaneous CW/RTTY and
SSB transmission on the open bands. The
group plans on eight stations, four at each
location. Elecraft K3s, a full complement of
antennas, and 500W and 1.5 KW amplifiers
will be the backbone of the station
configurations.

An international team of 14 experienced
DXpedition operators, led by K0IR, will
depart from Fremantle, Australia in early
January of 2014. Their destination will be
Amsterdam Island (FT5Z).
Amsterdam
Island
is
under
the
administration of Terres Australes et
Antarctiques Francaises (TAAF). There are
strict rules and environmental regulations in
place on Amsterdam Island and access is
limited. Representatives of this DXpedition
team met with TAAF officials on Reunion
Island in November and in Paris in early
March.

The operators are well known in the DXing
and contesting world and include 9V1YC,
EY8MM, FM5CD, HK1R, K4UEE, K9CT,
LA6VM, N4GRN, N6HC, VE3EJ, VE7CT,
W6IZT, WB9Z and yours truly K0IR.

The team's plan and credentials were
reviewed at those meetings, and resulted in
TAAF's final, written authorization to land
on Amsterdam Island and conduct this
DXpedition. The team has been granted an
18-day access to the island to occur between
the dates of January 15 and February 20 of
2014.

Our website is in the final stages of
preparation. When it is complete you may
access it at: www.amsterdamdx.org/. The
website will be password-protected until it
is ready.
As with past DXpeditions to ‘Top Ten’
countries, this is a costly venture. The
expenses total just over US$400,000. Each
operator must contribute a minimum of
$10,000 of his own money, pay his own
way to Fremantle, Australia, be away from
home and family for six weeks, spend 16 to
18 days at sea, and be prepared for the
financial and physical risks inherent in a
major DXpedition of this magnitude.

The team will sail from Fremantle, Australia
aboard the MV Braveheart. The voyage to
Amsterdam Island will take them through
the ‘Roaring Forties’ of the Indian Ocean
and last about 8 days, depending on the
wind and weather.
TAAF has reviewed the Braveheart's
specifications, environmental precautions,
and emergency response plan and has
designated anchorage conditions for the
vessel. Landing at Amsterdam must be
timed according to sea conditions as there is
no natural harbor to shield the landing area
from the open sea. This may necessitate
waiting offshore until the sea conditions are

The group needs your financial support to
successfully complete this major project and
is asking all DXers to contribute what they
can to make this happen. We know that
clubs and major sponsors will help us;
INDEXA has already made an extremely
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generous contribution to the project and the
NCDXF has honored with a very large
grant. But we also need the help of
individual DXers, not only from North
America, but also from Europe, Asia,
Africa, South America, and Oceania. Let's

make this happen! Then let's enjoy the chase
of a new country, a new band country, or
working a rare one!
73 Ralph Fedor, K0IR

_____________________________________________________________________
Press Releases
22 April 2013
NCDXF Annual Board Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Northern
California DX Foundation Board of
Directors was held during the International
DX Convention in Visalia, California, on
April 20, 2013. Officers will remain
unchanged for the next year with Rusty
Epps, W6OAT, President; Glenn Johnson,
W0GJ, Vice President; Don Greenbaum,
N1DG, Treasurer; and Kip Edwards,
W6SZN, Secretary. Re-elected to NCDXF’s
Board of Directors were Ned Stearns,
AA7A; Glenn Rattmann, K6NA; Steve
Merchant, K6AW; Tom Berson, ND2T;
John Miller, K6MM; Glenn Vinson,
W6OTC, and Ken Anderson, K6TA.

Contributions from clubs and individuals
remain strong, helping NCDXF keep up
with
the
increasing
expenses
of
DXpeditions to rare, remote and dangerous
entities. NCDXF officially presented a
$50,000 grant to the FT5ZM Amsterdam
Island DXpedition. This is the second
largest grant in the 41-year history of
NCDXF. During this time NCDXF has
supported over 500 DXpeditions with over
$1.8 million dollars.
Credit for the success of NCDXF is made
possible by our contributors, individuals and
clubs, who help make DX happen.

NCDXF DX University and Contest University Scholarships

NCDXF is committed to bringing younger
DXers
and
Contesters
into
our
hobby. NCDXF will provide full tuition
scholarships for hams 25 years of age and
younger at all DX University and Contest
University sessions held in North America
for the next year. This includes those held at
the Dayton Hamvention next month.

which is separate from its General Fund
used to support DXpeditions.
Credit for the success of NCDXF is made
possible by our contributors, individuals and
clubs.
Joining or renewing membership has never
been easier. Please visit our website
at www.ncdxf.org.

Funding for this project comes from
NCDXF’s Scholarship Endowment Fund,

Glenn Johnson, WØGJ
NCDXF
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Vice President,

IOTA News
2013 Honour Roll and Annual Listings Posted
The 2013 Honour Roll and Annual Listings are now posted on G3KMA's website at
www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com. They will be posted on the RSGB IOTA website shortly.
I1JQJ heads the Honour Roll on 1,098 credits out of a possible 1,104 activated/confirmed IOTA
groups at the 31 January cut-off point. Mauro is followed closely by 9A2AA on 1,097 credits
and, at equal third, F9RM (long-time leader but now, regretfully, a Silent Key) and VE6VK on
1094. 673 calls are listed in the Honour Roll with qualifying scores of 552 and above. A further
768 participants appear in the Annual Listing with scores between 100 and 551. The total 1,441
all of whom updated in the last five years, represent a 4.7% increase on 2012. It is worth
recording that some 453 participants (31.4%) have now reached the 750 islands mark that
qualifies for the 750 Islands Plaque - and of these 133 have gone on to hit the prestigious 1,000
mark that entitles them to the 1,000 Islands Trophy. Most of these are near or at the top of the
DXCC Honour Roll and see IOTA as the next challenge. Certainly the pile-ups on rare IOTA
stations (not particularly high DXCC most-wanted) bear this out!
Change to UK Checkpoint
With effect from 1 May 2013 Tony Ritchie, G4VMX, stepped down as checkpoint for Scotland,
Wales, Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and all British SWLs. We are grateful to
Tony for his help and support and wish him the very best on his retirement from checkpoint
duties. In Tony's place we welcome Bob Barden, MD0CCE, who has agreed to take over
responsibility for this checkpoint area. Bob’s address is correct on QRZ.com. There are no other
changes to UK checkpoints.
Update of data in IOTA Directory (2011 edition)
IOTA reference numbers issued
None.
Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
NA-033
NA-049
NA-086
NA-174
NA-204
NA-218

HK0/F6BFH
HK0/F6BFH
T47RRC
VY0/VE3VID
T46RRC
T48RRC

San Andres Island (February 2013)
Providencia Island (February 2013)
Coco Island, Camaguey Archipelago (February 2013)
Igloolik Island (March 2013)
Santa Maria Island, Sabana Archipelago (February 2013)
Moa Grande Island (February 2013)

OC-161
OC-174
OC-225

YB6N
DX8DX
DX8DX

Nias Island (March 2013)
Bongao Island, Tawi Tawi Group (April 2013)
Taganak Island, Turtle Islands (April 2013)

SA-040

HK1/F6BFH

Tierra Bomba Island (February 2013)
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This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
20 April 2013
_____________________________________________________________________

The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
BARTG HF RTTY Contest 2013

We could go further, PSK125, or even
PSK250, but if we did that we would need
more bandwidth, so restricting it to PSK63
seems the logical thing to do. Even so, it is
necessary to set the transceiver to 3.582 in
order to see the top of the band, where most
of the PSK63 action is.

I was attending the CDXC Annual Dinner
again this year along with three other local
friends, so could not put in a serious entry. I
also had visitors on the Sunday morning,
and Sunday evenings is ‘phoning family
time’. So the only time available would be a
few hours on Sunday afternoon. When I
eventually did get into the shack, I found
somebody had switched everything off!
Both 10 and 15m were dead and only a few
stations were found on 20m. The decision
was made for me, so I went away and did
something else. Propagation virtually killed
this contest, and entries will probably be
way down on last year. However, that is all
part of the hobby. I hope that those who did
take part enjoyed it.

It is very much faster, on a par with 75 Baud
RTTY now, so that might be the next thing
to consider. The problem with mixing
speeds is recognising what speed is being
used. This is relatively easy with PSK
because the higher the speed, the larger the
width of the signal on the waterfall, so it is
really simple to work all the PSK63 first and
then swap in the MMVARI window to
PSK31 to clean up the remainder. It helps to
be musical to discriminate the different
speeds on RTTY. Obviously if you cannot
copy a signal, then it must be a different
speed (or it could be upside down!).

RSGB CC Tests
These are now with us again and this year
some of us have tried to make PSK63 the
mode to use instead of PSK31. The latter is
painful to use for contesting - indeed Peter
Martinez/G3PLX never intended it to be
used for contesting in the first place. It was
supposed to be a low-bandwidth, low-power
chat mode only. It has been used for all sorts
of contests now, however, so obviously the
next logical step to increase the QSO rate
was to increase the base speed up to PSK63.

However, to alter speed on RTTY it is
necessary to access MMTTY set-up and
change it there, taking up precious time in a
90-minute contest. Not only that, but the
vagaries of phase distortion on RTTY plays
havoc on 80m and would be even worse at
75 Bauds. So, for the moment anyway,
RTTY will remain at 45.5 Baud. It might be
considered a good idea to try in the future.
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When using the higher speeds it is quite
useful to modify your macros to send the
serial number three times. If you send it
only once, it can easily get lost in the QRM
etc., and asking for repeats usually entails
another repeat of a once-only serial number,
which can also get lost, ad nauseam.
Putting the number in the macro three times
in the first place usually means success the
first time.

cluttered and there are a lot of misread calls
that should be dumped. Obviously stations
move around a lot too, so frequent
refreshing is mandatory to maintain an
updated band map.
During the last data CC test I found it useful
to have four periods, PSK, RTTY, PSK and
finishing on RTTY. The third PSK period is
just S & P, trying to work those who have
opposite periods! It is very easy to miss
stations and we often remark locally that
despite having 15 to 20 people taking part,
we each work few of the other locals.
Strategy plays a large part in these short
contests. For example, if I am in run and not
getting many replies I tell myself that I will
make one more CQ and then change to S &
P. I am, of course, hoping this does not
happen, but it really is strange how often
you can CQ for what seems like ages before
getting a response. I suppose this is where
SO2R or V would come in handy, but I am
too set in my ways (too old really!) to
master that type of operation.

PSK63 seems to hang around the top end of
the PSK bandwidth. I found it a good idea to
set the receiver on 3.582 USB to be able to
see all the PSK63 signals. In fact last time, I
worked only a few to PSK31, so I think the
message is catching on and more people
will be turning over to PSK63. Changing
speed in PSK is easier than RTTY too.
A network of receivers using the RTTY
skimmer developed by Walter, DL4RCK, is
beginning to mature. But RTTY operators
need to remember one rule in formatting
their CQ call to assure their call is detected
by the software. Make certain to transmit a
space (" ") after both your call letters and
the key word (CQ, TEST, or QRZ). This
will usually mean transmitting a space at the
end of the line.

Please be careful when setting up for PSK
operation. It is extremely important to set
audio levels such that you do NOT show
any ALC at all. If you do, you will be
transmitting a bad quality signal with IMD
products and that can wreak havoc on the
PSK window. It is quite easy to ‘see’ your
signal quality on the waterfall.

CQ transmissions during a contest might
resemble the following:
"QRZ WZ7I " (note space at end of line)

DX
"AA5AU TU WZ7I CQ "
I have found time, despite a large amount of
writing this last month or so, to work some
of the DX that has been around. Keeping a
regular eye on the Cluster does help
(cheating?), curtailing a lot of general
listening. Here are a few of the nicer ones I
picked up, all on RTTY by the way.

"CQ DE WZ7I "
During non-contest periods the keyword
needs to precede your call letters.
I tried using the RBN in the last CW test,
using S & P only, but lack of experience
showed and I made less this way than in the
previous CW test when I ran for most of the
time, although I was using 10W. I intend to
try again, this time obviously on data, but
refreshing the band map every five minutes
is a must, I think. It can become very

3D2NB 20m
XT2TT 20m
TX5K 20, 30 and 17m
H44G 20 and 15m
9M4SLL 17m
TG2M 20m.
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I was quite pleased with those. I am hoping
that VK9CZ and 5W0M will both tackle
RTTY, but nothing as yet when I have
looked.

not-too-distant future. Whether that will be
from a welcoming party, or something else
remains to be seen! However, Kim Jong-un
seems intent on behaving like an adolescent
teenager, so I am not holding my breath!

I think that with the ever-increasing
‘warming’ of relations with P5, we just
might get some activity from there in the

73 de Roger, G3LDI

____________________________________________________________________

E-mails to the Editor
From W2RS

I must confess not all DX has been worked
without my faithful shack assistant.

Re the 160m antenna at OH8X [March 2013
Digest]: 12.9 dBi forward gain from a 3element Yagi? I don't think so, if properly
measured. According to the ARRL Antenna
Book, approximately 8 dBi free-space gain
is as much as can be gotten.

Picture to be found at:
www.qrz.com/db/G0JHC
Time to get out a bit more?

Perhaps the OH8X measurement includes
ground-reflection gain, but if so, even
a simple half-wave dipole at the same height
would measure about 7 dBi.

Neil, G0JHC

Anyway, it certainly looks impressive.
We regret to record the
passing of the following
CDXC member

73 Ray, W2RS
________________________________

G3BFP

John Headland

From G0JHC
John N. Headland, G3BFP, passed
away on March 28th. He was an
FOC member. John was an
extremely active operator on
CW. "A life long friend to many in
the Croydon area of South London"
remembers Peter, G3SJX.

[Although not strictly an ‘E-mail to the Editor’,
this seemed an appropriate place to locate this.
Ed.]Just received the ‘3000 credit’ from the

ARRL DXCC Challenge program with a
very quick turnaround. Not sure if anyone
else has ever made it to 3000 without a
beam on HF. It can be done with just wires
and certainly adds to the ‘challenge/fun’.
Took 25 years using wire verticals (160-30)
and a multiband dipole 20-10m + a small
beam on 6m.

[With thanks to the Daily DX]
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CDXC LF Challenge 2013
CDXC is pleased to announce the winners of the 2013 LF Challenge:

Award
Penallt Trophy, Salver
Tindle Cup, Salver
Third Place Salver

Winner
G5LP
G3ZSS
DG1CMZ

DXCCs 160m
125
0
116
33
110
55

80m
71
59
19

40m
117
101
53

160m Salver
80m Salver
40m Salver

DG1CMZ
G5LP
G5LP

Certificates of Merit
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

5B4AIF
M1AQV
G3LHJ
G4CCZ
GM0FGI
G4DBW
G3WGN

96
95
82
73
70
66
63

0
0
1
24
0
0
0

30
50
14
44
34
28
39

96
83
81
48
67
65
47

Special Mention
Certificate
M0C Activation

G3WGN

83

0

0

83

55
71
117

While activity and interest in the Challenge remained strong this year, with more than fifty
stations participating by posting their scores on the Club Log LF Challenge page, the number of
DXCCs worked on LF was down to levels similar to those seen in the last sunspot cycle
maximum. A quick comparison of year-on-year results is:

DXCCs
160m
80m
40m

2013
125
55
71
117

2012
163
46
90
150

Trophies and salvers will be awarded at the CDXC AGM and Summer Social this July.
Certificates will be emailed to recipients shortly. Full results are available at
www.clublog.org/lfchallenge.php
Congratulations to all the winners!
Bob, MD0CCE Awards Manager
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Cass Award to M0VFC
Rob Chipperfield, M0VFC, has won the
2012 Single-Operator Cass Award. The
Cass Award is an incentive to encourage
DXpedition operating excellence.
From the remote South Atlantic island of
Tristan Da Cunha as ZD9UW in October
2012, Rob worked 3,362 unique stations
over his 4-day DXpedition, demonstrating an outstanding effort to log as
many individuals as possible.
Michael, G7VJR, presented Rob with his
plaque and prize in Cambridge, England
on March 7, 2013.
About The Cass Award

Presented annually, the Cass Award
encourages DXpeditions to maximize the
number of DXers worked with a $1,000
prize for the Single-Operator DXpedition
that works the most unique callsigns.
This award honors the wisdom and spirit
of Cass, WA6AUD (SK), whose stories
in the West Coast DX Bulletin taught a
generation of DXers that DX IS!
Congratulations to Rob, ZD9UW, on his
achievement in winning this year’s
award. If you’re interested in competing
for or contributing to the 2013 Cass
Award, visit www.cassaward.com.
_______________________________

CDXC QSL card
The CDXC QSL card is available to all
members by direct order from
Hertfordshire Display PLC, 51 High
Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9BA. Tel:
(01920) 461191, Fax: (01920) 463212
or www.hdprint.co.uk.
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McPun
I tried to catch some fog. I mist.

Haunted French
the crepes.

pancakes

give

me

Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.
Velcro - what a rip-off!
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid.
He says he can stop any time.

Cartoonist found dead in home. Details
are sketchy.

How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it.
Earthquake in Washington obviously the
government's fault.

I stayed up all night to see where the sun
went. Then it dawned on me.

I used to be indecisive, but now I'm not
so sure.

This girl said she recognized me from the
vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore.

Straight from the horses’ mouth
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I
can't put it down.

I bought a burger at a supermarket café. The
waitress said “Would you like anything on
it?” I replied “A fiver each way.”

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It
was a play on words.

Our local supermarket say they’re out of
stock on burgers, but they’ve got a fresh
delivery coming in at 10 to 1.

They told me I had type A blood, but it was
a type-O.
A dyslexic man walked into a bra.

I’m never eating another one of those
supermarket burgers. The bloomin’ things
gave me the trots. Hopefully it won’t last
furlong.

Why were the Indians here first? They
had reservations.

[With thanks to G3USR. Ed.]

Energizer
bunny
with battery.

arrested,

________________________________

charged

Solution to Prize Crossword 57
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew
on me

C A P A B
O
O
U
R E M O R
K
P
N
M E D I
I
N
S
C L I N G
A
D
P R O P E
P
S
E
G E E
I
O
R
R
A L A M E
T
T
S U E Z

What does a clock do when it's hungry? It
goes back four seconds.
I wondered why the baseball was getting
bigger. Then it hit me.
Broken pencils are... pointless.
England has no kidney bank, but it does
have a Liverpool.
I used to be a banker, but then I
lost interest.
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I L
E
S E
W
T A
Y
S
S
R T
O
M P
P
D A
G
S E

I T
A
C
K
T I
E
A S
T
Y
A
A T
H
E
N
A S

Y
L E
N
N G
L
S I
S
T H
S
I E
T
S T
E
E R

G O
V
M E
R
R
U
G N
E I
N
N C
E
O N
S
P E

B I
N
N T
I
U M
I
E D
A
S T
E
E
D
I A
F
N T

Digest Prize Crossword 58
1

2

by RFX
3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

The winner of Prize Crossword 57,
March 2013: Les Styles, VK4BUI,
Queensland.

26

27

28

ACROSS

DOWN

1
5
9
10
11
12
13

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
14

15
18
20
23
24
25
26
27
28

Country's saint way back (7)
Arabs retrained in this city (5)
Revolver taken from soldiers on bunk (5)
Unemployed and turned out (9)
Against being sent back in spy glass (7)
Side dish popular with old sultan (7)
Wear different clothes and go from second to
third, maybe (6,4)
Philosopher yesterday in Spain (4)
Swiss town populated by the people of Israel?
(4)
Send to Wandsworth, say, and end up with
STD when you get there? (4,2,4)
A new open space where game is played (7)
Explain how king enters competition (5,2)
Island journey to heaven (9)
Way to meet newcomer to wheel for example
(5)
Monsters making comeback amongst lesser
gods (5)
Authorise no end of ancient tribesmen to
shelter in university (7)

16
17
19
21
22
23
24

Girl upset after soldier's erection (7)
Walk in London where Polly goes (8)
Attend carefully to one working in theatre (5)
Plasma lid adapted for signalling device (5,4)
Make a mess of instrument without name (6)
Waiters can be on this (5-2)
Keep performing in part of London (3,2)
Faces - ghastly ones (8)
A deal girl reviewed for the co-ruler of
Lothlórien (9)
Pudding that could be made by poorly YL
(4-4)
The printer's favourite battle? (8)
Policeman in charge entering bid (7)
Prune? This may be too far (7)
Economist providing crucial directions (6)
Man I love in Latin mission (5)
Pessimist seen in extremely classy prison
almost finished (5)

Deadline for entries: 20 June
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Your source for DX News!
The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent
via e-mail to your home or office Monday through
Friday and includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports,
QSL information, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast
and much, much more. With a subscription to The Daily
DX you will also receive DX news flashes and other
interesting DX tidbits. Subscriptions are $49.00 for one
year or $28.00 for 6 months.

The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX
that can be sent weekly to your home or office via e-mail
in the form of a PDF (portable document format). It
includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL
information, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and
graphics. Subscriptions are $27.00 for one year.
Get a free two week trial of The Daily DX and The Weekly
DX by sending a request to bernie@dailydx.com.

The Daily DX
3025 Hobbs Road
Glenwood, Maryland 21738
Phone: 410-489-6518
Skype w3ur-bernie

We are the UK’s
Exclusive Reseller
,4FSJFT5SBOTDFJWFS
tN N 8 8
t44#$8".'.
t355:14,
t$PNQBDUBOE-JHIUXFJHIU
* Options
When you buy a K3 the journey has only just begun. You get a top performance transceiver that is becoming the
favourite for DXpeditions and contests. It has a performance that would cost much more with some other brands,
and you are in good company. The data modes can be run entirely without a PC. You can add a completely
separate receiver, and get the P3 Panadaptor. Add an internal 10:1 VSWR ATU and sit it beside the 500W PA.
Plus more to come!

K3/100-F Built £2099.95 K3/100-K Kit £1999.95

,1"-JOFBS8N
A 500-watt solid-state amp that’s so well integrated, you’ll think its
reading your mind. The KPA-500 features 160-6m coverage, instant RF
based band switching with any radio, alphanumeric status display, bright
LED bar graphs, and a rugged, built-in linear supply. The amp’s manual
band switches can also be used to change bands on the K3. Also the
.FDQHYHQVHOHFWSHUEDQGDPSOL¿HUGULYHOHYHOVDXWRPDWLFDOO\ZKHQWKHDPSLVSODFHGLQWRRSHUDWHPRGHVR
you’ll rarely need to adjust power output. But the KPA-500 is not just limited to use with the K3 – It is fully compatible with most radios. The KPA comes with a 230V AC built-n PSU. Time for a change!

,9"MM.PEF)'N8

KPA500-F Built £2199.95 KPA500-K Kit £1999.95

The Quickest
way to get on
the air from
amywhere in
the woorld!

The Best Receiver
The Best Choice!

- Internal wide-range antenna tuner (ATU) & battery options;
built-in speaker
- Advanced DSP provides dual watch, noise reduction, noise
blanking, auto-notch, stereo audio effects
- Software-defined radio (SDR) architecture plus roofing filters
(KXFL3) for excellent dynamic range
- Operates in data modes (PSK31/RTTY) with or without a PC;
includes RX I/Q soundcard outputs
You have just stepped off the plane. You are anxious to get something on
the air quick, whilst the main party erect the antennas, run the cables
and install all the gear. Your little KX3 can handle pile ups and its internal
ATU will even match an end fed wire. Internal batteries provide the
power. Great! You are on the air with the minimum of fuss and when you
connect the KX3 to a large array you have the best receiver possible!

KX3-F Built £959.95 KX3-K Kit £899.95

The revolutionary Elecraft KX3 puts the world in the palm of your hand! Despite its small size, it covers all amateur bands from 160-6 meters, operates in all modes, and has DSP-based features usually found only on larger
radios.

www.wsplc.com
Orderline: 01702 206835
Waters & Stanton, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS.
W&S @ Jaycee, 20 Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5DF

Majestic
Our new flagship model
for real DXers

TS-990S
H F/5 0 MH z T RANS CE IV E R

receivers for simultaneous reception on two different bands
QDual

developed mixer that helps to achieve +40 dBm IP3
QNewly


1

with five types of newly developed 270 Hz–15 kHz roofing filter
QEquipped


2

DSPs installed in bandscope and main and sub receivers
QDedicated

Watts on HF/6M - Heavy-duty TX capability for prolonged operation
Q200

TFT display configuration allowing an intuitive grasp of conditions
QDual

1,2

Main RX only. 2 plus space for an optional filter

[ Other functions ] • Newly developed dividing PLL that divides high frequencies and achieves a high C/N ratio • Transceiver equipped with ±0.1 ppm TCXO, which
has a high degree of stability yet still conserves energy • Advanced AGC combining digital and analogue technology • Functions for eliminating various types
of interference and noise • Built-in automatic antenna tuner that enables high-speed operation • Twin cooling system that circulate sufficient airflow internally

Kenwood House Dwight Road Watford
Hertfordshire WD18 9EB, United Kingdom

*Alterations may be made without notice to improve the ratings or the design of the transceiver.
*The photographic and printing processes may cause the coloration of the transceiver to appear different from that of the actual transceiver.

www.kenwood-electronics.co.uk

FT DX 3000D
HF/50MHz Base Transceiver

The impressive full-colour TFT display in the FTDX3000D not only looks
superb but enables both new and experienced operators to easily access
all the transceivers outstanding features and functions, therefore ensuring
they achieve the superior level of perfomance the FTDX3000D offers.
Our current range of HF transceivers are the result of over 50 years of
research, development and dedication to the amateur radio hobby, which
we continue to support and invest in.
All our new transceivers have a 2 year warranty* and are fully supported
by our authorised dealers and our Yaesu UK Service Centre.
*Terms and conditions apply.

See website for details.

Passionate about our hobby since 1956
www.yaesu.co.uk

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

Kenwood TS-990S
New Flagship Base Transceiver
There is very good
reason why ML&S
are the largest Ham
Dealer of Kenwood
HF Products in
Europe.
O ML&S understand HF
O ML&S have sold
more TS-590S than
any other European
dealer
O ML&S are Kenwood
UK’s Number One
dealer – 3 years in a
row
O ML&S are a main
sponsor & supporter
of the CDXC
Foundation
O ML&S are the sole
principle sponsor
of the prestigious
RSGB Convention
specialising in HF
O All our front line
sales, support and
engineers are fully
licensed active Radio
Hams
O HF is our passion.

200w HF/50MHz Base Station Transceiver
with Dual TFT Display and Dual Receiver
The new Kenwood TS-990S
carries on where the famous
TS-930, TS-940 & TS-950SDX
left off.
Let ML&S discuss how you
can have one of the most
exciting Base Station HF/6m
Transceivers in your shack today.

SP-990
Matching Deluxe Base
Speaker
Matches TS-990S Flagship
transceiver. 2 Inputs (A/B).
RRP: £219.95

RRP: £6,600 Call to discuss

see www.hamradio.co.uk/ts990s
ACCESSORIES

AMATEUR
RADIO

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Outline House, 73 Guildford Street,
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

E&OE

ANTENNAS

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

HamRadioUK

