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Club News and Views
Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
We were originally heading for a 68-page
Digest this time round, so I had to phone up
the printers in Hemel Hempstead to confirm
that a 60-pager was indeed the most that
their booklet press could currently cope
with. So unfortunately I‟ve had to hold
several articles over until the July Digest.

again in the shape of a short trip to
Montserrat (via Antigua) and VP2MXF for
the Commonwealth Contest, as one does.
Always a very gentlemanly affair, BERU,
and one during which, very sadly, our dear
Continental cousins have no alternative but
to sit on the sidelines and keep quiet for a
change (Whoops!).

It‟s also apologies to our Awards Manager
Jim. MØZAK, whose item on the „CDXC
LF Challenge 2011‟ I had to locate on
distant page 56 of this Digest. On the plus
side though, Jim, this item of yours has
certainly got an excellent plug out of it all!

Or how about that small country located
midway between Costa Rica and Corsica?
Well, at least that‟s where it is in the prefix
list: TJ-land. Cameroon, yes, as in David
Cameroon... The F6KOP expedition team
were there in February under the callsign
TJ9PF. Very much an „It Ain‟t Half Hot
Mum‟ experience – at least according to
their report, which starts on page 28.

Either way, it‟s a positive plethora [You
what? Ed.] of DXpedition articles this time
round, with no fewer than six exotic
locations to choose from.

At which point Chairman Chris, G3SVL,
chips in with a fascinating „Top 20 CDXC
members‟ band slots for 9Q5ØON,
VP2MXF and TJ9PF‟ based on Club Log.

On page 12 we kick off with the Cocos
(Keeling) Islands, in the Indian Ocean, and
VK9C/G6AY. Earlier this year that
dedicated duo of Phil, G3SWH, and Jim,
G3RTE, hit the airwaves from there.

Tying the ribbons on it expedition-wise we
then head way down south again to hear all
about Cezar, VE3LYC, and Johan,
PA3EXX, doing their thing from CE9-land.
The Wollaston, Hermite and Diego Ramirez
Islands no less. And no, I hadn‟t heard of
them before either. But just think Cape Horn
and you‟ll be about right.

We then move some 6,000 miles to the west
and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Yes, I too have always wondered about the
„democratic‟ bit. Anyway, that didn‟t seem
to worry Roland, PA3EWP, and his Belgian
team at 9Q5ØON, who were helping to
„commemorate‟ the country‟s 50 years of
independence from the old mother country
they‟d just flown in from.

Talking of which, do you remember „Round
the Horne‟ on BBC Radio back in the
1960s? A bit before your time as well, no
doubt? Anyway, Kenneth Horne, yes,
together with the delightfully camp Kenneth
Williams and Hugh Paddick (“I‟m Julian
and this my friend Sandy…”). Oooh, it was
bona! But I digress.

Then it‟s way down south… to the South
Orkneys and VP8ORK, with Wes, W3WL,
warm-heartedly filling us in on this one.
Thanks, Wes, your article and photos were
also much appreciated! After which on page
25 we home in on veteran globetrotter
Nigel, G3TXF, topping up his BA airmiles

73 Martyn, G3RFX

3

Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

It was great to see so many members and
their partners at the Annual Dinner at
Wyboston and thanks to Tony/G4LDL for
organising such a successful event.

sporting
their
CDXC
badges.
Michael/G7VJR and I attended the Top
Band dinner which begs the question 'What
is it about 160m that can sell out a dinner
when no other HF bands even organise an
event?'. Michael/G7VJR was accorded the
larger of the two lecture halls for his Club
Log talk and I have a amusing photo of the
large group seeking further discussion
following the „pied piper of Club Log‟ as he
left the lecture room. CDXC received a
number of mentions – we were sponsors to
all of the major DXpeditions presented at
the conference.

The weekend before the Annual Dinner I
had one of those disaster contests that we all
suffer from time to time. It was BERU and I
decided to enter the restricted 12-hour
section (100W, single-element antenna) as I
had a bad cold and a cough that at times
made even CW operating difficult.
Everything was set up and tested, but the
day before the contest my trapped vertical
decided to go high SWR and no amount of
persuasion could bring it back to rights. I
quickly constructed four quarter-wave wire
verticals for 10m to 40m and configured my
Titanex as an 80m quarter-wave vertical.
All of these were available over my 160m
radial system, but switching was manual
and a real chore. After some hard-won Qs I
ended up sleeping through the dawn
openings on 40m and 80m to make the
whole thing a total misery. One to forget.

Perhaps the most astounding thing about
Visalia is the raffle prizes. There were a
total of 11 HF transceivers, 4 VHF
transceivers and two linears as major prizes.
The dinner prize on the Saturday was a K3
from the VP8ORK DXpedition and the top
prize on Sunday was an FT-5000D! (No, I
didn't win anything – but I suppose the 40
foot tubular mast donated by US Towers
might have been difficult to explain to
airport security had I won it).

And so to a two week holiday in California,
taking in the International DX Convention
(IDXC) at Visalia. I have relatives who live
in Carmel and Silicon Valley – not bad
places to have relatives! After visiting them,
Jenny and I went up to Calistoga with some
American friends and toured the Napa and
Sonoma valleys - taking in the „occasional‟
wine tasting, of course. IDXC is an annual
event organised alternately by the Northern
and Southern California DX Clubs. There
are around 800 attendees, some of whom
travel for two days and park their residential
vehicles (RVs) in the Holiday Inn car park.
Three other Gs attended: Martin/G3ZAY,
Michael/G7VJR and Dominic/MØBLF.
Overseas visitors are always made to feel
welcome. Mike/K9AJ, Bob/N6OX and
Michel/FM5CD were also there and

DXpedition sponsorship requests approved
since the last Digest are: Andaman Is./
VU4PB (Mar 2011); Jan Mayen/JX7VPA
(Jul 2011); East Timor/4W6A (Sep 2011)
and Wallis & Futuna/FWØR (Jan 2012).
There is an up-to-date list which shows the
sponsorship amounts in the members pages
of our website.
Finally, I am pleased to say that with the
help of Kelvin/MØAID and Graham/
SVØXBA we are now able to offer an audio
copy of sections of the Digest to partially
sighted and other members who have
difficulty with hard copy. Please contact the
Editor if this would be of interest to you.
73 Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
I hope everyone enjoyed the CDXC Annual
Dinner at Wyboston in March. Trish and I
certainly did and the talk by Michael/
G7VJR was really excellent. As Trish said
“How does Michael manage to do so much
and to run his business at the same time? He
must have tremendous energy.” Thanks also
to Victor for his mini-raffle for T32C.That
was fun too.

parking too. I know that quite a few
members plan to make a weekend of it and
to have a long weekend in Herefordshire.
Some of you will have heard that CDXC
member Dr Mike, K9AJ, became a member
of the CQ DX Hall Of Fame at Visalia this
year. His activities have included: 4S7AJG,
8Q7AJ, 9N1MM (guest op for CW WPX
contest),
K9AJ/HC8,
XF4DX,
K9AJ/KH5K, AH1A, T3ØAJ, J3J (NA147), H79W/YN4 (NA-228), K6VVA/6
(NA-178), CE8A (SA-094), VP6DI, VP6AJ
(OC-056), BS7H, V63J (OC-012, 132, 180,
277), K9AJ/VYØ (NA-007, 156, 175, 185,
195, 225, 227, 229), PW6C (SA-062) and
T32AJ.

The CDXC Committee would welcome
feedback on the Annual Dinner. We have
been at Wyboston for four years now. Do
we need a change?




Is it too expensive, particularly for
those staying overnight?
If we were to organise an afternoon
of talks would members turn up?
Do members have suggestions about
alternative locations?

Congratulations to Mike. This is very well
deserved. This means that we now have four
members of the CQ DX Hall of Fame in
CDXC, the other three being Roger/
G3SXW, Nigel/G3TXF and Yours Truly.

Your feedback to Chris or I would be very
welcome.

The CDXC raffle ticket sales for T32C are
going well and thanks to all those who have
bought tickets. Could I ask members who
have not returned unsold tickets to pop them
into the envelope and post them back to me.
There is of course no obligation to buy any
tickets, but the income benefits both CDXC
and T32C. Quite a few members have
bought £5 or £10 worth of tickets and have
returned the unsolds.

Our next social event is the AGM and
Summer Social on Saturday, 16 July, here at
Lower Withers Barns. We ask that members
book on line ASAP or send the enclosed
flyer to Secretary Tony. It‟s important that
we get a good idea of numbers early on.
Last year we were expecting around 85 and
105 members, wives, partners and friends
turned up. We want to make sure that we
don‟t waste money by buying too much
food.

I am now getting to grips with my new
Yaesu FT-5000. This is a very good radio
indeed and some of the DSP is amazing.
Last week I could just hear a very weak
signal in the noise. I wound in the DNR, the
noise disappeared and the weak signal could
be heard very clearly. Quite wonderful! I
called Trish into the shack to have a listen
“Wow!” she said, “That‟s amazing, but it‟s
also unfair. If someone doesn‟t have an FT-

The day will follow the usual format:




12 noon: AGM lasting usually less
than 30 minute
1pm: BBQ
4 to 4.30 pm: Raffle draw

As usual caravans, campers, etc. are all
welcome. There is plenty of space for
5

5000 they would never be able to make a
contact!” For a change I was lost for words!

substantial number of clubs have already
signed up as sponsors. Our approach of
taking a large number of radios, over 40
antennas, having 30 operators on site all the
time and being on the air for nearly four
weeks has gone down well, particularly for
those who cannot put up beams as they
should be able to contact us nearer the end
of the DXpedition.

The T32C project is running to schedule. By
the time you read this the container will
have been landed in Suva awaiting
transhipment to Kiritimati. A bank account
has been set up in the US with the help of
Wes, W3WL. This is very useful as many of
our donations and team members‟
instalments come in Dollars. Most of our
expenditure is in Dollars too. From time to
time we transfer Sterling to the States when
we get a good exchange rate. We have
already achieved significant savings against
budget by doing this.

We are building a reserve list for T32C and
are looking for experienced multi-mode
operators. There is the possibility that a slot
may open shortly. If anyone is interested
they should write to me with details of their
background in amateur radio and other
interests.

My main task at the moment is leading the
sponsorship drive. Last year we built a new
club database with over 200 DX clubs and
some 50 UK clubs. We have mailed all
these clubs with personalised letters to the
President, Chairman,
Secretary and
Treasurer together with the T32C brochure.
The task seemed formidable at the start but
the work is almost complete and clubs have
commented favourably on our approach. As
can be seen from the T32C website, a

Trish and I look forward to see many of you
here on Saturday, 16 July, for the AGM and
Summer Social. Let‟s hope for fine weather
yet again.
73

_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

Call
EI2GLB
EI8JB
GØUAZ
G1VGM
G3VLH
G3XHZ
G4YBU
MØPRL
N6RV
NK5Z
OH2BU
WA4JQS

Name

Location

Trevor Dunne
Charlie Carolan
Terry Squibb
Simon Ball
John Longhurst
John Farrer
Tim Price
Michael Clark
William Kendrick
Tommy Rowley
Jari Jussila
Tony DePrato

Mooretown, Co. Kildare
Slane, Co. Meath
Leyland
Binstead, IOW
Crawley Down
Saffron Walden
Ewell
Hull
Harbor City, CA
Conroe, TX
Kirkkonummi
Ferguson, KY
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Treasurer’s Tune for 2011-2012
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
Overseas based? Here’s how to pay
your 24 GBP

Another CDXC year is nearly over –
doesn‟t time fly when you are enjoying
yourself? With band conditions improving
and six of the finest Digest editions under
our belt, it‟s been an interesting year. And
with FSDXA‟s T32C in the offing in the
autumn it‟s going to be a bumper 2011-12!

If you have a UK bank account, either use
Option 1 or 2 above. Or
Option 3: Make a PayPal payment to the
CDXC Paypal account

Now, to keep your Digest coming you will
have to renew your subscription quite soon
as the subscription year runs from the 1st of
July until the 30th of June. This May 2011
Digest is the last issue of the current
subscription year. However, there is great
news on subscriptions, as the 2011-12 subs
rate will be the same as last year. For UKbased members the rate is held at £18 and
for overseas members the Sterling
equivalent is £24. That‟s approximately
US$40 or €30.
UK-based? You have two
options to pay your 18 GBP

payments@CDXC.org.uk

This can be made as a one-off or, if you
wish, be set up as an annual recurring
payment. Or
Option 4: Mail cash to the Treasurer at
the address in your latest Digest
Subscription reminders

Last year we had some difficulty with the
reminder selection criteria in CMIS, our
membership management system. We hope
to tame the beast this year! However, you
do not have to wait until the 30th of June to
make your payment. Please, if you can,
make your payment as soon as possible and
get it out of the way!

principal

Option 1: by Standing Order – That will
do nicely!

Thanks to all members who pay through a
UK-based bank account by Standing Order.
Easy for you and easier for me, that makes
things straightforward and benefits CDXC
by minimising our costs. You can set this up
in online banking by utilising the bank
details shown below.

Thanks for your continued support. I look
forward to seeing you at the Summer Social
when you will have the chance of raising
any queries you may have on our CDXC
accounts for the year.
73 Gordon, G3USR

Option 2: a UK-based bank alternative –
an OnLine Transfer

You can renew your subscription by making
an Online Transfer.
CDXC‟s bank (National Westminster) sort
code is 60-60-02 and the account number is
44532385. Please use your own callsign as
the reference.
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DX an’ all that
Don Field, G3XTT

Band conditions continue to improve (albeit
with a few setbacks) and there have been
some truly excellent days, with 10 and 12m
producing signals from Asia/Pacific and the
US West Coast. There have even been the
occasional long-path openings on those
bands, for those with high-gain antennas. As
I write this, T31A has just started up and has
already been worked in the UK on 15m, so
maybe things really are looking up. Failing
that, you can always eke out a contact under
marginal conditions using JT65-HF,
although I believe (and, indeed, hope) that
this is a non-starter for serious DXpedition
working – just imagine if the next Heard
Island effort decided that, to reduce power
requirements and the need for specialist CW
operators, all operation would be on weaksignal datamodes!

don@g3xtt.com

trip to the GMDX Convention where we
heard about ZL8X, 9Q5ØON, the ill-fated
DXØDX and other matters of DX interest.
Well done to GM3YTS and colleagues for
continuing to organise these excellent
events. I also had a pleasant visit, with
plenty of reminiscing, from Steve/
GW4BKG. And a visit to the Norfolk club
to talk about DX was made particularly
enjoyable by seeing several old friends
among the DX fraternity.
Apropos of GW4BKG, Steve picks up on
my piece last time about sources of DX
information. He says, “Like you I am
amazed that people are not better informed
where the information is available for free
all around them! I actually subscribe to
some nine DX e-mail news bulletins. As
well as Daily DX, OPDX and the 425 DX
News I also get 425 Cal, ARL, DXNL,
ICPO and MMMonVHF. You might think
this is a bit over the top, but I also use
VE3NEA's free DX Bulletin Reader. This
currently holds some 1,229 different
bulletins I have received. This has the
ability to record both DXCC and IOTA
wants and these are highlighted in red
within the text, which saves trawling
through each one as it is received. Perhaps
this might be of interest to your readers”.

The T30 effort by our Polish friends was
particularly notable and congratulations are
due to the four GM stations plus G3PQA
who nailed that one on 160m, an amazing
feat. I gather that John, G3PQA, is now
within a whisker of 300 entities on 160m,
which is quite astonishing, especially if you
have seen his QTH which boasts not a
single tower but simply a very well
engineered set of wire antennas focused
100% on 160m success.
The XF4 and VU4 efforts, which I
mentioned last time as being up and coming,
both showed up and made lots of people
happy. From my perspective the XF4
expedition seemed to be the best-executed
operation we have ever seen from that
particular DX location and I have no
hesitation in offering congratulations to all
concerned.

Antennas for DX working

As well as managing to get on the bands
occasionally I have also, since the last
column, once again made a very pleasurable

In days of yore anyone who had aspirations
to the DX Honor Roll could safely focus on
one or maybe two bands. There was a US

Over the last couple of columns I have
talked quite a lot about transceivers and
made some very high-level comparisons
between various models that are currently
popular among DXers. I thought I would go
on to talk a bit about antennas (this time)
and linears (next time).
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station who for many years was on top of
Honor Roll (I forget his call offhand) who
had never bothered with any band other than
20m, for which he had installed a large
monoband Yagi. This was a philosophy
which made perfect sense. Here was (is) a
band which offers good propagation on a
reliable basis to pretty much anywhere.
Therefore all DX stations and DXpeditions
would show up on 20m sooner or later. Use
the space available to put up the best, no
compromise antenna for the band and, hey
presto, you would be one of the first to
collect the new one.

D-3, probably not too difficult to erect
above that old tribander.
Over the years, though, competition on the
WARC bands increased and it became
important to many DXers to be able to have
gain on 12 and 17, if not on 30m. The good
news was that new antenna designs came
along which made it possible to take this
requirement on board. My own solution has
been a move to the Tennadyne range of log
periodic arrays (I own both a T-6 and a T10, the latter having a significantly better
SWR curve across the 14-30 MHz range),
while many amateurs have gone for the
increasingly popular SteppIR Yagis, which
act as a single-band antenna on whichever
frequency you are using.

Then along came 5-Band DXCC and people
started getting interested in working the
other bands, too. Getting five bands into a
typical garden was a bit more of a
challenge, but there were plenty of trapped
tribanders available (think TA-33, TH-3)
which, complemented with dipoles for 40
and 80m, would pretty much do the trick.
Maybe you wouldn‟t be first through the
pile-ups, against those who still had one or
more monobanders, but at least you could
be in with a shout on all the bands that
mattered.

Just to cap it all, ARRL then added 6m to
the DX Challenge listings, making the
antenna decision even more difficult
(unless, of course, you have multiple towers
which is unusual in the UK).
The SteppIR still looks good, in that it can
operate on 6m too and, in some
incarnations, can also be used on 30 and
40m – seven bands in one antenna is pretty
good going, albeit not cheap and it‟s quite a
beast. Admittedly, you can work all round
Europe on 6m with something modest on,
say, the chimney. Maybe a dipole or 2element Yagi, which is all you need for
catching those single-hop Sporadic E
openings. But for real DX working
(including F2 propagation, if the MUFs ever
get that high during the forthcoming cycle)
a higher and larger antenna is essential.

Gradually, though, more and more countries
started to acquire 160m and a Top Band
facility became worth having, especially if
you also liked to play in the big contests,
where those Top Band multipliers could
make all the difference to your final score.
What to use? This was (and is) more of a
challenge. Maybe extend the 80m dipole or,
more likely, put up an inverted-L or shuntfeed the tower, both of which require a
decent ground radial system.

Depending on your tower there are several
manufacturers who sell antennas that cover
20 through 10m with reasonable gain on all
those bands, and it usually isn‟t too much of
an extra load on the tower and rotator to
mount a lightweight 6m Yagi above them.
That still leaves 160, 80, 40 and 30m to be
catered for.

Then life suddenly became more
complicated still when the WARC bands
(30/17/12) came along. They didn‟t initially
count for DXCC, but in due course they did
and, in any case, right from the start it made
sense to chase whatever appeared, just in
case. And right from the start it wasn‟t too
difficult to work DX on those bands
provided you could put up, for example, a
trapped rotary dipole such as the Cushcraft

For those bands you may well be in a
position to put up something like, say, a
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trapped vertical for two or three of those
bands, with maybe an inverted L for 160m
on the main tower. That assumes verticals
work well at your QTH, which can depend
very much on local ground conditions. At
my previous location near Cambridge, with
heavy clay, the water table tended to be just
a few inches below ground level, especially
in winter, and verticals worked reliably,
even with only modest attention to the
ground system. Where I live these days, the
ground is much more permeable and the
water table is well below, so that verticals
only work well with an extensive radial
system and I still tend to have better results
with dipoles (the higher the better). But to
avoid too many wires criss-crossing the
garden it‟s best if I can have, say, a 160/80
dipole and a 40/30 dipole.

Antenna Book, for example, comes replete
with software to do all this sort of stuff.
Which leaves me just to make a few
observations about antennas for chasing
T32C later this year. We (well, GM3POI)
have designed a killer array for 17m, which
should launch very low angle signals
towards Europe. Propagation permitting, we
believe 17m will be an excellent choice of
band for the purpose, as many DX chasers
(despite the discussion above) still have
only modest antennas on the WARC bands,
so you shouldn‟t be competing with lots of
monoband monsters. What you need is
something which can launch low angle
signals (low angle because of the extreme
range) towards the Pacific, ideally both
short and long path (although, because we
are on the north coast of the island, short
path – over the North Pole – is likely to be
preferred). So a very high dipole or a sloper
towards the north are likely to be your best
bets. The trick to getting a high dipole is
probably to extend your existing mast as
much as is reasonably feasible and then
build a very lightweight antenna to go on
top.

Which brings me on to one of my long-time
mysteries, which is why none of the major
antenna manufacturers sells a 30/40m
trapped dipole to complement those various
20-10 beams. Such a dipole mounted, say,
between the HF and 6m beams, would
surely be the answer to a maiden‟s (well, a
ham‟s) prayer? It seems so obvious that I
am not sure why it hasn‟t happened.

I am very much in favour of solving that
one (it has worked well for me in making a
lightweight 30m dipole) by using a pair of
fibreglass (fishing) poles, and taping a wire
dipole to them. A simple sloper is even
easier – just cut a dipole to the usual
dimensions (see any antenna book or
website) and feed directly with 50 Ohm coax, with the inner to the top leg of the
sloper. If you want to get technical you can
install a balun, but this can add unnecessary
weight and hence stress to the wire antenna.
Lightweight co-ax is to be preferred from a
mechanical point of view, but remember
that good old UR43 has significant losses at
18 MHz if you have anything more than a
very short run, so you may want to consider
splashing out on something like Ecoflex
(see the Nevada ads, for example) or maybe
use UR43 to get down to ground level and
then a run of something more substantial
(such as H-100) back to the shack. If you

Of course, as I have said many times before,
if you really do have severe antenna
limitations, it makes far more sense to put
up the best you can on one or maybe two
bands on which you can focus, rather than
go for a compromise multiband antenna.
The ongoing popularity of the G5RV never
ceases to amaze me, as it really is the worst
of all worlds and is significantly
outperformed by a full-size resonant dipole
or a well-engineered vertical system.
The good news where antennas are
concerned is that modelling software
nowadays is highly sophisticated, and
allows you to play with various antenna
designs and configurations specifically for
your own QTH, taking into account such
factors as local ground conditions and
topography, required take-off angles to key
DX locations, etc. The excellent ARRL
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want to get really clever, you might like to
try a wire reflector and/or director too,
although when I tried this recently with a
similar sloper I found that the effect on the
system‟s feed impedance was quite
substantial and the effort to tweak
everything was probably not necessary as
the tower itself was probably acting as quite
an effective reflector in any case.

recent years, but a 4-element 10m Yagi, (not
much bigger than many old VHF TV
antennas) could easily make you a „big gun‟
on Ten over the next few years.
By the time this appears many of you will
also have been able to enjoy the experience
of being „DX‟ from home while airing your
Royal Wedding special prefix. As I write
this I am worrying about what photo to put
on the GR3XTT QSL cards, as most if not
all the pictures of the royal couple are
undoubtedly copyright. But Rob, G4LMW,
did tell me that Kate was seen recently
shopping at Waitrose in Thatcham (near her
parents‟ home in Bucklebury), which isn‟t
too far from here, so maybe I need to join
the paparazzi and stake out the local
supermarkets and corner shop!

All, in all, antennas remain one of the more
interesting aspects of HF amateur radio,
because they are open to so much
experimentation and configuration to
whatever unique site challenges you face.
There is no single solution and, if you are
prepared to work at it, the solution may be
to keep a selection of antennas to hand (on
the shed roof, maybe) and change them as
and when conditions dictate (for example,
10m capability was pretty much wasted in

73 and DX, Don G3XTT

RSVPs to an Invitation to the International Scientists' Millennium Ball
Ampere was worried he wasn't current.
Boyle said he was under too much pressure.
Darwin waited to see what evolved.
Descartes said he'd think about it.
Dr Jekyll declined - he hadn't been feeling himself lately.
Edison thought it would be illuminating.
Einstein thought it would be relatively easy to attend.
Gauss was asked to attend because of his magnetic personality.
Hawking tried to string enough time together to make space in his schedule.
Heisenberg was uncertain that he could make it.
Hertz said in the future he planned to attend with greater frequency.
Morse's reply: "I'll be there on the dot. Can't stop now, must dash."
Newton planned to drop in.
Ohm resisted the idea.
Pavlov was drooling at the thought.
Pierre and Marie Curie were radiating enthusiasm.
Schrodinger had to take his cat to the vet, or did he?
Stephenson thought the whole idea was loco.
Volta was electrified, and Archimedes was buoyant at the thought.
Watt reckoned it would be a good way to let off steam.
Wilbur Wright accepted, provided he and Orville could get a flight.

[With thanks to G4IRN. Ed.]
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VK9C/G6AY
A DXpedition to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH
After last year‟s DXpedition to Christmas
Island as VK9X/G6AY, our next logical
step was a DXpedition to the Cocos
(Keeling) Islands in 2011. If my memory
serves me correctly, Jim/G3RTE and
discussed it whilst we were in VK9X,
although no decisions were made until a few
months after we‟d returned home. Initially
Jim declined the trip as his XYL and he
were planning a trip around the same dates.
Richard, G3RWL, expressed an interest but
we were unable to agree on mutually
convenient dates due to our other
commitments. Fortunately, Jim‟s plans for a
family trip fell through around September
2010 and planning then started in earnest for
an operation between 22 February and 5
March 2011.

severely mistreated slaves soon escaped to
work under better conditions for CluniesRoss. The workers were paid in a currency
called the Cocos rupee, a currency John
Clunies-Ross minted himself that could only
be redeemed at the company store.
On 1 April 1836 HMS Beagle under
Captain Robert FitzRoy arrived to take
soundings establishing the profile of the
atoll as part of the survey expedition of the
Beagle. The naturalist Charles Darwin, who
was on the ship, studied the natural history
of the islands and collected specimens.
The islands were annexed by the British
Empire in 1857 and Clunies-Ross‟ son John
George was appointed as Superintendent.
In 1867 the islands administration was
placed under the Straits Settlements. Queen
Victoria granted the islands in perpetuity to
the Clunies-Ross family in 1886.

Licensing would be no problem as Australia
is now covered under the CEPT T/R 61-01
system arrangements. Our concerns of last
year in not strictly complying with the 2009
requirements of the Wireless Institute of
Australia
(WIA),
the
Australian
Communications and Media Authority
(ACMA) in terms of callsigns had been
nullified on Christmas Island, so we decided
to use VK9C/G6AY.

On 9 November 1914 the islands became
the site of the Battle of Cocos, one of the
first naval battles of World War I. The
wireless and cable telegraph station on
Direction Island, a vital link between the
United Kingdom, Australia and New
Zealand, was destroyed by sailors from the
German light cruiser SMS Emden, which
was in turn surprised and destroyed by the
Australian cruiser HMAS Sydney.

History
In 1609 Captain William Keeling was the
first European to see the islands, but they
remained uninhabited until the nineteenth
century. A Scottish merchant seaman named
Captain John Clunies-Ross from the
Shetland Islands explored the islands in
1825, aiming to settle on them with his
family. Alexander Hare also landed and
settled with his slaves. Clunies-Ross set up a
compound on South Island consisting of his
family and some other settlers. Hare's

During World War II the cable station was
once again a vital link. Allied planners
noted that the islands might be seized as a
base for German raider cruisers operating in
the Indian Ocean. Following Japan's entry
into the war, Japanese forces did occupy
neighbouring islands. To avoid drawing
their attention to the Cocos cable station and
its islands' garrison, the seaplane anchorage

12

between Direction and Horsburgh islands
was not used. Radio transmitters were also
kept silent, except in emergencies.

comprises twenty-six islands encircling a
horseshoe shaped lagoon. Some 25km to the
north is a single uninhabited island, Pulu
Keeling.

After the Fall of Singapore in 1942 the
islands were administered from Ceylon, and
West and Direction Islands were placed
under Allied military administration with a
small garrison. Despite the importance of
the islands as a communication centre, the
Japanese made no attempt either to raid or
to occupy them and contented themselves
with sending over a reconnaissance aircraft
about once a month.

Only two of the islands are inhabited, West
Island (population circa 100) and Home
Island (population circa 500). 80% of the
Cocos Islanders are ethnic Malays and
Sunni Muslim.
Climate
Cocos experiences two main seasons which
tend to overlap: the trade wind season from
April / May to September / October and the
calmer doldrum season from November
through to April. Higher rainfall is
experienced between March and July.
Between January and August the occasional
low-pressure system may occur, usually
between February and April. Rain usually
falls in the evenings, bringing glorious
sunny days, although the average annual
rainfall is 2,000 mm! Temperatures are
fairly consistent no matter what the season,
remaining around a comfortable 29°C with a
minimum evening temperature rarely
dropping below 20°C. We monitored the
weather forecast before we went and were
somewhat disheartened to see two tropical
cyclones in the area and a daily forecast of
thunderstorms, which did not bode well for
our LF band activities

Later in the war two airstrips were built, and
three bomber squadrons were moved to the
islands to conduct raids against Japanese
targets in South East Asia and to provide
support during the planned reinvasion of
Malaya and reconquest of Singapore. In
1946 the administration of the islands
reverted to Singapore.
On 23 November 1955 the islands were
transferred to Australian control. In the
1970s
the
Australian
government's
dissatisfaction with the Clunies-Ross feudal
style of rule of the island increased. In 1978
Australia forced the family to sell the
islands for the sum of A$6,250,000, using
the threat of compulsory acquisition. John
Cecil Clunies-Ross now lives in Perth,
Western Australia although his son, John
George Clunies-Ross still lives on West
Island.

The economy

Amazingly the 2004 earthquake and
tsunami centered off the western shore of
Sumatra caused no casulaties.

There is a small and growing tourist
industry focused on water-based or nature
activities – not to mention amateur radio but this cannot increase greatly due to a
limited potable water supply. Small local
gardens and fishing contribute to the food
supply, but most food and other necessities
are imported from Australia or elsewhere.
The Cocos Islands Cooperative Society Ltd
employs construction workers, stevedores,
and lighterage worker operations. Tourism
employs others. The unemployment rate
was 11.3% in 2006.

Geography
The Cocos (Keeling) Islands are located in
the middle of the Indian Ocean some 2,750
km north-west of Perth, and 900 km west
south-west of Christmas Island, its closest
neighbour. Cocos lies approximately 12°
south and 96.5° east, locating the islands in
the humid tropical zone. Twenty-seven
islands form two atolls. The main atoll
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Getting there and away

we wanted to do in terms of erecting
antennas etc.

There are no direct flights from the UK to
Western Australia and the most economic
flights I could find from London to Perth
were with Malaysia Airlines with a change
of aircraft in Kuala Lumpur. Bookings were
made and Malaysia Airlines were receptive
to a request for an additional free 10 kg of
baggage allowance each in exchange for
some publicity

Publicity
With all the hotels and flights booked, in
October 2010 we issued an initial press
release and created a new page on my
website. We also started to approach various
DX clubs and organisations for sponsorship
towards the extremely high cost of
mounting the DXpedition.

Virgin Blue, a subsidiary of UK‟s Virgin
Group, serves Cocos with two passenger
flights a week from Perth‟s International
Airport. Flights on Tuesdays go to Cocos,
then on to Christmas Island, then back to
Perth. Saturday‟s flights do the reverse.
Virgin Blue are the equivalent of easyJet,
and thus everything possible is charged for
as „extra‟. The return fare from Perth /
Cocos / Perth was almost 40% of the
London / Perth leg! My request for an
additional free baggage allowance was not
even acknowledged!

Almost immediately I received an e-mail
from Tim, NL8F, who had operated from
the Cocos Beach Motel as VK9CF in March
2010, offering to help with background
information. Naturally we jumped at the
chance and Tim explained that, together
with Lionel, VK6LA, aka VK9CB and Ron
Grant, the manager of the Island Cooperative, which runs the Motel, he had
been trying to set up a permanent ham
station in a spare room next to the
restaurant. Introductions to Lionel and Ron
were invaluable, although the idea of the
permanent station seems to have stalled for
lack of investment. Lionel even sent us a
DVD and lots of still photographs of the
motel layout. We were also given to
understand that Bernd, VK2IA, aka VK9AA
had left some coax and antennas on the
island, but when we contacted him Bernd
explained that he‟d since removed them.
Bernd very strongly recommended us to
operate from room 28, which is in the most
northerly block, closest to the ocean, so we
particularly asked Ron to allocate rooms 28
and 20 for our use so as to be able to
maximise the physical separation between
our stations.

Flight timings required an overnight stay in
Perth on the outward journey and I
contacted Kevin, VK6LW, and Steve,
VK6VZ, with a view to a recommendation
for a suitable hotel and the chance of an
eyeball QSO (plus maybe a drink and a
meal together). Steve advised that the
traditional hotel used by DXpeditioners on
route to Cocos is the Sanno Maracoonda
Motel, close to the entrance to the Perth
Domestic Airport and a booking was duly
made.
Accommodation
The islands‟ Tourism Association website
gives a number of possible places to stay,
but by far the best location from the amateur
radio point of view is the Cocos Beach
Motel, located on the west side of West
island, very close to the beach and with a
good take-off over the ocean. There are 28
rooms in seven blocks of four, together with
a restaurant. Again, a booking was duly
made together with an explanation of what

Antennas and equipment
Jim is a great lover of dipoles and was very
keen to use vertical dipoles close to the
ocean. He also took a 12-metre telescopic,
fibreglass Spiderbeam pole. I prefer to use a
30-metre long top doublet fed with 300-ohm
ribbon cable. With a small ATU, the doublet
covers all bands from 80 to 10m and it‟s
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easy to change bands without leaving the
shack whereas, even in daylight, changing
Jim‟s dipoles tends to be a two-handed
operation.
Jim took his Elecraft K2 and laptop running
Wintest under Windows 7 in his hand
luggage. I put my Kenwood TS-570D in the
hold for the outward journey and carried a
laptop running N1MM under XP in my
hand luggage.

palm trees about 5 metres from the beach.
Jim rigged two vertical dipoles for 12 and
17m from two separate, conveniently placed
palm trees that literally overhung the beach.
He was then able to lower these and change
them for 40 and 80m as he wished. We also
borrowed a 6-metre scaffold pole and
strapped Jim‟s Spiderpole to it before
lashing it to a convenient concrete post of
the beach. This was used as the support for
Jim‟s 80m antenna.

The outward journey

On the air

We met at Heathrow‟s Terminal 4 on the
morning of Sunday, 20 February, for the
flight to Kuala Lumpur, connecting with a
flight to Perth and arriving there at around 3
pm the following day and checking into the
Sanno Maracoonda Motel. Quick phone
calls to Steve and Kevin and a couple of
hours sleep set us up for a very pleasant
evening at a local restaurant. Check-in for
the Virgin Blue flight the following morning
was simple, but as expected we were
charged for 22 kg of excess baggage. We
later learned that they don‟t weigh hand
luggage! The flight was uneventful and the
plane less than half full, so we had plenty of
room, arriving on the island shortly after
lunch. Clearing Customs and Immigration
was easy and we then walked across the
road to the Motel only to find that we were
in rooms 26 and 28 instead of 20 and 28 as
had been booked. Nothing could be done
that day, but the following day Jim was able
to move to room 16, which was even further
away from room 28 and also very close to
the beach.

To minimise duplicate QSOs we agreed to
allocate individual bands to operators. Jim
had 12, 17, 40 and 80m and I had 10, 15, 20
and 30m. Jim made the first QSO with
JR1GJP on 40m at 1240 UTC on 22
February, which was just after local sunset.
My first QSO was with YB1RGK on 30m at
1252 UTC. The bands didn‟t open until
around 0400 UTC on most days, which
meant that we had a fairly leisurely morning
and a hectic afternoon and evening running
the pile-ups, which were quite fast and
furious. We always broke at around 1200
UTC for a beer in the Cocos Club before
dinner in the motel restaurant, which was
dry, being run by Muslims.
Conditions were not great by any means,
following a large CME the week before, but
10m opened to both Europe and Japan.
However, there was a lot of SSB QRM and I
was forced to work „up 5‟ on most
occasions to avoid it.
12, 15, 17 and 20m were our „bread and
butter‟ bands and we made respectable
numbers of QSOs on these bands. Jim also
battled with 40m to make another
respectable total.

Rigging the antennas
From Lionel‟s video and photos we had a
fair idea of what to expect was available as
far as trees to use as antenna supports,
although we had floated the idea to Ron
Grant of him supplying some scaffolding
tubes in the same way that we had done on
Christmas Island, but this proved
unnecessary. I rigged my doublet between
two conveniently placed but not very tall

30m was a big disappointment for me,
mainly due to an apparent lack of activity.
Logic would have dictated a move to 30m
after 20m closed at around 1600 UTC, but
when I did, I just called CQ with no takers except the occasional W6 or W7 who would
say that we were the only signal on the
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band. The Reverse Beacon Network was
definitely not working to our advantage!
The only time the band started to open was
on our last night, when I had to QRT early
in preparation for the long journey home!

behaviour of callers above it. Three things
stick in my mind – the jaw-dropping
inability of some of the callers to do what
you politely asked them to do (including
some JAs, who definitely used to be the
politest operators in the world); the stations
who called CQ nearly on top of you and,
despite being challenged about their
behaviour, seemed distinctly disinclined to
move away (including one experienced G
station, of whom describing his behaviour
as a LID is being unkind to LIDs the world
over); and your incredible patience and
ability to pull stations out of the mire.”

80m was also disappointing, mainly due to
the high levels of QRN created by the local
thunderstorms and we made a much smaller
number of QSOs than planned.
Operating standards
Operating standards have definitely declined
in the past 12 months. I blame this primarily
on the use of Skimmer and Decoders by
operators who can‟t read Morse by ear. I
was not troubled greatly by DQRM on my
transmit
frequency,
(although
Jim
complained of someone putting a strong
carrier on his receive frequency on several
occasions), but by strong stations who
obviously couldn‟t hear me when I replied
and just continued to call, those who would
not stop calling whilst I was trying to make
a QSO and those who tuned up on top of the
pile-up. The enjoyment of working the pileup was greatly reduced as a result of such
poor operating and I came back feeling very
disillusioned and de-motivated about
making another DXpedition. Hopefully, that
will change in a few months.

The journey home
We left the island at around 1000 UTC on 5
March facing the almost contiguous flights,
arriving back in Heathrow at 1600 UTC on
6 March. By the time I‟d collected the car
and driven home, I‟d been travelling for 36
hours non-stop and was quite exhausted.
Armed with the advice about hand luggage
on the Virgin Blue flight, I hand-carried the
TS-570D and reduced the excess baggage
charge to a mere 14 kg. Unfortunately,
when we checked in for the Malaysia
Airlines flight in Perth, the clerk claimed
that, even hand-carrying the radio, we were
3 kg over the enhanced baggage allowance
and made us pay extra again, which we felt
was rather miserly, although heaven only
knows how much we were overweight on
the outward flight without being charged!

Steve, VK6VZ, e-mailed me the following
when we‟d returned home: “After I worked
you on 14 MHz CW I spent about an hour
listening both to your frequency and the

Statistics
OP
BAND
QSOs
DXCC

BOTH

G3RTE

G3SWH

G3SWH

G3RTE

G3SWH

G3RTE

G3SWH

TOTAL

80
73
21

40
1,410
64

30
690
38

20
3,163
84

17
3,141
100

15
2,242
79

12
1,931
80

10
615
38

ALL
13,215
116

Logs

earlier uploads to the website were
corrupted due to the poor Internet
connection available, which led to lots of
attempted duplicate QSOs and much angst
amongst the Deserving. As Roger, G3SXW,

The log was uploaded to LoTW and my
website on a daily basis whilst we were on
the island. Unfortunately, some of the
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wrote in a recent article “real-time
DXpedition online logs are sometimes more
trouble than they are worth if reliable
Internet connectivity is not available”. The
final log is fully searchable at

are also available via the traditional bureau
route.
Our particular thanks go to our XYLs,
Cheryl and Jan for allowing us to go; to
Lionel, VK9CB / VK6LA, for invaluable
information, to Ron Grant, manager of the
Cocos Island Co-operative for logistical
support and to the management and staff of
the Cocos Island Motel for making this DXpedition possible; as well as to all of our
sponsors (RSGB, CDXC, GM DX Group,
EUDXF, GDXF, NCDXF, Clipperton DXC,
LA DX Group, CWJF, Swiss DX
Foundation, Lone Star DX Association,
NIDXA, West Tennessee DX Association,
SEDXC, Nippon DX Association and
Malaysia Airlines).

www.g3swh.org.uk/vk9c-g6ay.html
showing the operator‟s callsign against each
QSO. Special, colour photo QSLs have been
printed and are available either via the
OQRS facility on my website at
www.g3swh.org.uk/decision.html
(recommended) or direct with SAE and
adequate return postage. Bureau cards can
also be requested from the website and will
be processed as quickly as possible. Cards

_____________________________________________________________________

Democratic Republic of Congo – 9Q5ØON
Roland Stuy, PA3EWP
At the beginning of September 2010 I was
approached by Theo, ON4ATW, who asked
if I was interested in going to the DR of
Congo. They were looking for more
operators to join them. I made a quick
decision and told him that I was interested
to accompany them. Below you will find the
story of this semi-rare DXpedition.

few days. But this call was still not
validated by the ARRL. After some e-mails
and phone calls we received within 14 days
the answer that everything was arranged and
9Q5ØON was valid for the DXCC award.
Now we were ready to go for our final
arrangements (For your info a licence in DR
Congo will cost 500$ per year). The team
was already formed and consisted of six
operators:
Patrick,
ON4HIL;
Theo,
ON4ATW; Marc, ON6CC; Luc, ON4IA;
Wim, ON4CIT, and Ronald, PA3EWP.
Patrick and Theo were the organisers of this
DXpedition and Marc was the webmaster.

Almost everything was already settled,
authorisation, equipment, antennas, housing
etc. They had already been preparing for a
while.
Patrick, ON4HIL, and his XYL Betty,
ON3BET, went in the summer of 2010 to
the DR Congo to have some issues to
explore and settle. The authorisation/licence
was specifically requested for 2010 to
commemorate the 50 years of independence
of the Belgian Congo. The call that we
would use was 9Q5ØON. During the
summer Patrick also actived 9Q5ØON for a

Patrick and Wim are SSB and RTTY
operators; the rest are mixed-mode
operators, but their preference is still CW.
Theo and Luc wanted to focus on the low
bands; at home it is also their passion
(obsession?).
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Patrick, Theo, Luke and Marc - along with
others - worked together in 2009 trying to
go to Rockall EU-189. Unfortunately this
was not successful due to bad weather. Wim
had already participated in a contest with
them; Ronald was the newcomer to this
group.

that all the laptops had a complete overview
of all the QSOs.
The homemade amplifier was broken after a
few hours and could not be repaired. The
power in Kinshasa constantly varied
plus/minus 30V. The power supply could
not handle this variation. The Expert
amplifiers did a wonderful job for the
complete period.

The necessary papers were arranged for the
application for the visa, the tickets were
bought and we were ready to go. 9Q5ØON
was active in the period from 3 – 13
December.

For each band we used bandpass filters
between the radio and the amplifier and for
the regular bands we had high power
bandpass filters from 4O3A. Even for our
RX antennas we used bandpass filters.
There was very little interference between
the set-ups.

The DR Congo is at around 100th place in
the most wanted list for CW and SSB and
for RTTY on 50th place. We were almost
assured of a continuous pile-up in the whole
period. The plan was to activate three
stations for 24 hours a day. This would be
very hard, but it was our goal.

In total we had over 350 kg of luggage with
us, a little too much than was permitted by
the airline company. We had to pay a
substantial amount of money.

The antenna choice was not that difficult,
this in response to the visit of Patrick in the
summer of 2010. He had many pictures of
the location and knew the facilities that
were available for placing the antennas. Our
antenna farm consisted of the following
antennas:

On Friday, 3 December, we left Brussels for
Kinshasa. At around 2330z we arrived at
our destination. It was already dark and we
were tired from the trip, so after a quick
meal and a drink we went to bed. Because
we did not want to lose too much valuable
time, we woke up at dawn at around 0530.
We first decided where all the antennas
would be placed. After this we split into
three teams to build the antennas.

160 m Inverted L
80m Vertical
40m Vertical
30m Vertical
10 – 20m Spiderbeam 5 bands
Hexbeam 6 bands
Vertical 15m
RX Low bands
Pennant
DHDL
K9AY single element

Pretty soon the first antennas were ready,
but the weather did not cooperate at all. We
had many heavy rain showers which made it
impossible to continue outside. At this time
we built the stations in the shack. The shack
was a separate building specifically
designed and cleaned for us. They had also
installed also three different power groups
for us.

We used the following equipment:
#1 Icom7000 Homebrew 800W Microkeyer
II
#2 Icom7000 Expert 1KW Microkeyer II
#3 Elecraft K2 Expert 1KW Microkeyer II

Our aim was to have at least two stations
active on Saturday evening. At around 2000
UTC we were active with all three stations.
Unfortunately we had no RX antennas for
80 and 160m and also the HEX beam was
not yet placed on the tower, but all the other

All the stations had a laptop with Win-Test
software and were linked via a network so
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antennas were ready for use. As expected,
the pile-ups were heavy but manageable.
The next day the remaining antennas were
assembled, so we were ready for the pileups.

band operators the number of QSOs would
have been less on 160 and 80m.
One set-up was dedicated for the low bands.
This was the Elecraft K2 with the Expert
amp. The RX antennas were connected to
this set-up.

To
operate
from
three
stations
simultaneously for 24 hours we needed two
teams of three operators. Each team
consisted of an SSB, a mixed-mode and a
low-band operator. The schedule consisted
of a 4-hour shift during the day and during
the night a shift of six hours, so you could
sleep for a few hours. In 48 hours each
operator was active for a specific period. In
practice it was a very heavy schedule.
Actually it was too heavy. But it was only
for nine days and during a good pile-up you
forgot that you are tired. Often during a free
daytime shift an operator went to sleep.

The QRM on 80m was as high as on 160m,
but here we made more QSOs (1.260).
Because we focused on 160m we spent less
time on 80m. We only made CW QSOs on
80 and 160m. It was already hard enough
with the QRM for CW.
On the other bands it was a lot easier; the
pile-ups were always there, regardless of the
modes. Fortunately all operators were also
interested in RTTY; there were a lot of
mode changes. From the second day we
were active on RTTY. For many DXers it
was an entirely new country on this mode. It
was very common that we had two stations
simultaneously active on RTTY. We logged
almost 3.000 QSOs on RTTY, 10% of the
total QSOs.

Low-band 160m:
The first night we made only 7 QSOs;
without RX antennas it was a hard job.
The next day, after the receiving antennas
for low bands were ready, we seriously
started on 160m. That evening/night we just
made over 100 QSOs. The next day we
made 156 QSOs. The next three nights were
very bad. The QRM level was very high and
this made it impossible to make many
QSOs.

In our free time we repeatedly visited the
city centre. Once we were outside the walls
of our compound it was like walking into a
different world. In the of DR Congo they
have no tourism. You should also try not to
draw attention to yourself, but it was very
difficult for a white man amongst all the
black people. It was also forbidden to take
pictures. That's very unfortunate, otherwise
we could show you how those people are
living in their world. More than 7½ million
people live in Kinshasa. Throughout the
country there are around 70 million people.
The DR of Congo is one of the poorest
countries in the world and also the country
where most people are hungry.

This is very frustrating when you know
everybody is calling you because you are
loud and you don‟t hear anyone. Almost
every day we tried another type of receiving
antenna or moved the antenna to another
location, with the hope of reducing the
QRM. The QRM is very bad when you are
sitting right in Kinshasa on an industrial
estate.

Our stay was perfect with Father Luc. We
did not notice much of the situation outside
the compound. Father Luc has already lived
for 20 years in the DR of Congo. He has a
piece of land with some buildings on it. One
of the buildings consists of rooms for
guests. Everything is very simple, but for us

The last two days the QRM level was
minimal to non-existent and we made 176
QSOs in two days.
In total we made 560 QSOs on 160m.
Without the perseverance of the two low-
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it was perfect. We could operate, sleep,
drink, eat and having a shower - what else
do you need? The meals were perfectly
prepared, like European food. We even had
two times a warm meal. In Kinshasa
everything is for sale, but very expensive.
For example a kilo of cheese costs quickly
over 40 Euros. The average income of a
resident who has normal work is about 200
Euros. The house rent is approx. 50 Euros.
There is not much left for a family to live a
decent life. These people do not go to a
supermarket for shopping, they go to a local
shop.

check-in office in the city centre. The
aircraft departed in the evening at around
2200. During the afternoon we did some
sightseeing.

Through mediation from Belgium and some
sponsoring, the club station in the DR of
Congo can operate. They have a radio, an
antenna, a callsign and about 20 amateurs. If
you missed our DXpedition there is a
chance to work the club station. Remember
that the local amateurs have only little or no
radio experience at all. On Sunday,
December 12, we dismantled many antennas
because on Monday we had to check in our
luggage. Sunday evening we all had a nice
dinner in an Italian restaurant as closure.

QSLs for this special event go via Carlo,
ON4BR. Around February the first QSLs
cards were sent. We will answer QSLs via
the Bureau or direct. Later in the year the
logs will be placed on LoTW.

During our 10 days there we were active for
nine days and made 30,442 QSOs, of which
12,216 were unique calls.
The number of QSOs with Asia was limited.
After a few days we frequently called QRZ
JA, but there were not many takers. During
their sunrise the signals from JA were
booming, S9+ on 30, 40 and 80m.

We also want to thank our sponsors for their
confidence and their support for this
DXpedition. Our sponsors were: EUDXF,
GDXF, CDXC, GMDX, NOL. We don‟t
forget all the individual sponsors; they also
did a great job. Thanks again! For a
complete list of our donations see our
website. For more information and pictures
visit our website at www.9Q50ON.be. At
this moment we are already busy preparing
our next trip. We will make the
announcement later this year.

On Monday, December 13, just after our
sunrise the last station stopped. The
remaining
antennas
were
quickly
disassembled and packed. At around 1000
everything was ready for transport to the
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The VP8ORK Story
Wes Lamb, W3WL

Prolog

Once the shelters were decided upon we
reviewed the overall plan and realised that,
taken to its logical conclusion, we would
need to ship our equipment and gear by sea
in order to keep total costs to a manageable
level. We purchased a 20ft-long seagoing
container and loaded it up with amplifiers
(five Acoms) transceivers (seven K3s),
power supplies, coax (3,000 ft of LMR400), 18 antennas, tools, and team personal
gear for Antarctic survival. The container
was loaded in Atlanta and was ready for
pick-up the early November. It arrived in
Ushuaia, Argentina, in early January.

After returning from an expedition I am
often asked if I had a good time. The
VP8ORK trip was wonderful, and I had an
absolutely great time. Words alone do not
do the adventure justice. It is one of those
trips where you are so into the moment that
when it is over and you are back home you
cannot even believe you did it. There was
just the right amount of abject terror, hard
work and pure joy for the perfect escape
from reality. The Team and crew of the
Braveheart (they are really part of the Team
as well) defined the word „Camaraderie‟.
And we got to play some radio as well!

Argentina

The Penguins

Our Team assembled in Buenos Aires on 17
January. We spent two days going over final
planning and getting to know each other.
We also took a tour of the city and enjoyed
being able to see for ourselves what a
modern, beautiful metropolis it is. The local
DX club took us out to dinner to an „all you
can eat‟ wine and meat palace. As usual
hams all over the world are kindred spirits,
and we had a wonderful time and made
some new friends. The Argentine meat is
beyond description. Slow cooked over an
open fire with as many number of cuts as
you wish; we enjoyed a carnivorous feast at
each meal whilst in Buenos Aries.

Our Team is known as the „Microlite
Penguins‟; the name was first used on our
expedition to South Sandwich (VP8THU)
and South Georgia (VP8GEO) in 2002. Our
equipment was very lightweight and
consisted of small 100W transceivers,
verticals and the first generation of Honda
„inverter‟ generators. Our four polar-grade
shelters were also lightweight and easy to
assemble since we were required to
evacuate quickly in the event of dangerous
weather. Unfortunately these shelters were
meant for a drier Antarctic climate, not the
wet sub-Antarctic and we wound up
sleeping on a wet, mucky floor for four
days. Because the expedition to the South
Orkneys presented similar challenges as
South Sandwich we vowed to take shelters
that would provide a dry floor and protect us
from the 70 knot Catabatic winds that often
occur in the Antarctic arena. A change to
our „Microlite‟ philosophy was necessary,
so the shelters we decided on this time were
larger, more robust, and (unfortunately)
much heavier.

We flew down to Ushuaia (at the southern
tip of South America) early on 20 January to
meet up with the Braveheart (our ship of
choice!) and its crew. This DXpedition story
is not just about the operator team but the
„Team‟ includes the Braveheart and all it
brings to the party as well. The „Crew‟ is a
major part of our enjoyment and success!
The crew took us out to dinner on our
arrival night (more Argentine meat and
wine!) and we set off to the ship‟s work of
unloading the container and properly
stowing all the gear for the passage across
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Icebergs…at night…the Titanic syndrome!
Fortunately the ship‟s iceberg watch was
successful. We had good radar, so any „up
close and personal‟ encounters with
icebergs were avoided. We made landfall at
the South Orkneys after only three and a
half days in the Drake.

the dangerous Drake Passage. Ushuaia is a
very busy port city with a growing
electronics industry and many, many cruise
ships plying the Antarctic waters that call
the port home during the Austral summer. I
had the chance to learn of all the dangers of
the Drake from folks on the pier. Seventy
foot waves are commonplace. One sailor
told me how their ship (a cruise ship with
800 passengers) almost rolled over and
sank. They broke every bit of china on
board and had to return to Ushuaia for
medical help for the passengers. Of course I
squirreled this information away in my
„Abject Terror‟ file for use whilst in the
Drake.

Signy Island
Our home for the next 16 days was to be
Borge Bay at Signy Island in the South
Orkney Group. Borge Bay offered excellent
shelter from westerly winds and was deep
enough for the Braveheart to be close to
shore, thus making it easy to ferry the
equipment and men to and from our camp
site.

The Drake Passage
We set sail for the South Orkneys two days
after arrival and I was of course interested in
the weather we might encounter in the
Drake. Whilst cruising east in the Beagle
Channel (lots of British history here) I asked
the captain about the weather and seas in the
Drake. He showed me the weather map (a
satellite image of low-pressure systems).
Two huge low pressure areas were mating
right in our path! I asked if we were going
to wait it out. His answer was quick;
“ARRRGGGG! If we bloody wait for the
Drake to be calm we will never go!”

Like most of the VP8 islands the South
Orkneys are claimed by both Argentina and
the UK, although the Antarctic Treaty keeps
both nations from holding any officially
recognized sovereignty. Argentina‟s main
presence is on Laurie Island, and Britain‟s is
on Signy, where there is a small research
facility. As we were south of 60 degrees
latitude we were also required to file for
environmental clearance from any signatory
nation to the Antarctic Treaty, which in our
case was the United States. Although a
somewhat bureaucratic process, it took only
about three months for Ralph Fedor, KØIR,
to obtain all the necessary paperwork.

So away we went.
Luckily, the Drake was not too bad. My
seasick remedy (beans on toast, learned
while a resident of Shenley near St Albans –
(I really am an Anglophile and yearn to
return!) worked well and I did not need to
use my „Chunder Bucket‟ once. Not so good
for some of the other adventurers, as several
guys just stayed in their bunks and hoped to
not get sick. I communed with the ever
present albatross and enjoyed the total
solitude of being in the vast Drake Passage
with all the history that goes along with it.
The ship rolled to 40 degrees routinely, and
sea swells were a moderate 10 ft at the most.
As we approached our destination, however,
the Drake became more „sporty‟.

The entire issue of environmental impact
continues to be a major concern – especially
in the Antarctic. Regulations are becoming
increasingly difficult, and DXpeditioning on
these pristine shores is becoming much
more of a challenge.
The landing point to get ashore was steep,
and footing was slippery and treacherous.
That fact, coupled with heavy swells
running most of the time, made the
transitions between boat and shore very
unpleasant. Fortunately no one was
seriously injured during the stay, although
we had a few minor bumps and scrapes.
After the campsite was chosen we began
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taking all the equipment ashore. In a scene
we‟d seen repeated during many past
DXpeditions,
the
Braveheart
crew
positioned their zodiac close to island,
donned their wet suits and carried our gear
through the freezing surf and onto the
beach. From there the gear was transported
up a steep incline to the level spot at our
camp. Over 40 trips back and forth in the
zodiac were required to get all the gear
ashore.

scurrying off. It would be interesting to
understand exactly why this sound frightens
them; we observed the same behavior on
other seal-inhabited islands (Heard, South
Sandwich, South Georgia) as well.
The Crew
The story about this expedition is really
about a bunch of seasoned ham operators
supported by the Braveheart crew. I could
tell you a lot about the ham operators, but
you can see and read about them on our
webpage at www.vp8o.com. Most of them
are pretty well known, and they are all very
modest and would probably not want me
extolling their virtues anyway. There are
many, many fine photographs of the
operators at work and the wildlife and
scenery was spectacular. It was hard not to
take a good photo. Please take some time
and check out all the photos on the website
if you have not already. I am still amazed
when I look at them.

The first order of business was the erection
of the shelters. One team of ten began
clearing rocks and leveling the area for the
shelters. Once we had clear areas for the
shelters, construction began in earnest. The
remainder of the Team and crew set about
erecting antennas. The construction project
took a hard two days to complete, and we
were QRV the third day we were there.
Operating
We split the operators into two groups and
quickly settled into an eight hours on, eight
hours off routine. The bulk of the eating and
sleeping was done aboard the Braveheart,
although we did have hot meals and a
sleeping area in our MEG (Meeting, Eating
and Greeting) shelter. We also had
emergency rations on the island, just in case
the weather and sea state prevented the
zodiac from running.

The Braveheart crew is a group of
adventurers in the classic sense. They
REALLY enjoy going with us to unusual
places and have been to Ducie twice, to
South Georgia, South Sandwich, Kerguelen,
Kermadec twice, and Campbell. They work
hard to support our hamming needs, but
play hard when they have time off. They
spend most of their time in the South Pacific
and have regular jobs taking them to Tahiti
and Pitcairn and other such places. They
also ply the Antarctic for National
Geographic as well.

The weather was mild with temperatures
hovering between -3 to +6° C. The winds
got up to 70 knots a few times, but our
vertical antennas survived quite well. The
major antenna problems we had could be
attributed to the seals and their nightly
Morris Dancing in the radial fields. The
SWR went from very low to over 6:1 on
several occasions. It was a bit dangerous
going out amongst the seals at night, as a
seal bite can be deadly and the majority of
the seals were aggressive if we got too
close. Fortunately the seals were most afraid
of metal clanging sounds. My walking stick
is made of aluminum and just pounding it
on a nearby rock would send the seals

Nigel is the owner of the Braveheart. He is
exciting to be around and acts gruff a lot,
but is really has a gentle nature deep down
inside. He runs the business and does not go
to sea much any more. In fact he almost did
not go with us this time as his other ship
was having some issues with a new crew
back in New Zealand. It was at the last
minute on the day we left Ushuaia that he
decided to go. He knew how much fun it
was going to be; we were all pleased he
went.
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Matt is the Captain of the Braveheart and is
Nigel‟s son. Matt has been captain for six
years. He is an avid outdoorsman, hiker,
rock and ice climber, reader and an allaround highly competent guy. He has a
steady girl back in New Zealand.

The entire crew worked absolutely tirelessly
for us. I was amazed at how strong and
capable they all are; I think it comes with a
lot of practice. We could not have done the
trip without them; they are a major factor in
the enjoyment of our DXing hobby!

Broughton is the First Mate. He and Matt
grew up and went through boarding school
together. „Brodie‟ (do not ever call him
Broughton) is a concert pianist, makes
jewelry, climbs and hikes whenever he can
(he and Matt climbed the glacier at VP8)
and works as a forester when not at sea. He
was also the cook (and a masterful one!) for
the expedition. Brodie has a steady
girlfriend and they will be getting married
soon.

Results

Daniel is Nigel‟s other son. He is 17 years
old and a very good student and athlete. I
was wondering how he would be on the trip
when I first heard he was going, but it
turned out he did just as much work as the
other crew members, and came up with
some clever ideas along the way. He had to
miss school for three weeks in order to do
the trip. I cannot imagine a more fantastic
adventure for a 17-year-old! Daniel kept an
accurate diary the entire trip and will be
giving a report to the school.

Special Operator

We were on the air for 12 days and made
over 63,000 QSOs with 17,699 uniques.
The path to Europe was much better than to
the States, a fact which was clearly reflected
in our final statistics. It took us two days to
tear down, clean up and sweep the island for
any bits and pieces left over from our stay.
The Drake was mild going back to Ushuaia
as well, and we all got home safely!

I would be remiss if I did not mention Pete,
our guest operator. Pete has operated at
Heard, Peter One, South Sandwich, South
Georgia, Kermadec, Desecheo, Kerguelen
and now South Orkney. He is looking
forward to joining the T32 guys later this
year. Please feel free to blame Pete if you
find you are not in the log.
All the best to the CDXC Digest readers!

Jerrod is a sailor of the first rank. He
regularly sails on a Tall Ship in New
Zealand, and he helps handicapped children
and young adults explore capabilities they
did not know they had. He met Matt and
Brodie at a captain‟s training school and
Matt realized what a good asset he would be
to the Braveheart. Jerrod also is a certified
diver.

Wes, W3WL

Ashe worked for the forestry service in New
Zealand and is a diesel mechanic. He tended
to many of the mechanical and electrical
systems on the Braveheart.
Carlos is also a mechanic with a special
interest in large diesel engines. He also is an
avid hiker and climber, and an
accomplished photographer.
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Operating VP2MXF from Montserrat for BERU 2011
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF

On previous transits through Antigua I had
seen Montserrat‟s smouldering volcano in
the distance, but had never managed to take
the short hop over to visit VP2M itself.
Montserrat is one of the last few remaining
true „pink spots‟ on the world map, with a
London-appointed Governor. The planning
for operating from Montserrat for the 2011
Commonwealth Contest (BERU) started
about six months beforehand.

For the UK, there is still a clear sea horizon
visible from the Gingerbread Hill guest
house, but the sea take-off is somewhat
further away across the island than it is for
the USA/Canada.
Getting there
Montserrat is just a short 20-minute flight
from Antigua. Planes are small 10-seater
Islanders, so heavy luggage can be a
problem, particularly if the plane is full.
However Fly Montserrat were very helpful
and got all my luggage delivered. On the
way out one suitcase arrived the following
day and on the way back some of the
luggage was delivered to the airport a few
hours in advance so that it could be put onto
whichever earlier flights had space. There
are several return flights each day between
Antigua and Montserrat.

Several DXpeditions have operated from the
Gingerbread Hill guest house, which is
described by many as being „super hamfriendly‟. In particular Nick, G4FAL, had
operated from there as VP2MCC for BERU
2010, and also CDXC Member Jan, DJ8NK,
had been part of a German group who had
operated from Gingerbread Hill in February
2010.
Smouldering volcano

Setting up the station
Montserrat is famous for its smouldering
volcano. During the February 2010
DXpedition the German operators suffered
badly from the volcanic dust. It got
everywhere throughout their shack, and they
had to wear face masks all the time. There
are face masks readily available at the
Gingerbread
Hill
guesthouse,
but
fortunately they were not needed during my
visit. In fact the Montserrat volcano seemed
pretty quiet, although it is still visibly
smouldering at the top.

The key feature of the Gingerbread Hill
guest house, apart from the excellent takeoff, is the 60ft crank-up tower which is
bolted onto the back of the building. The
tower and associated antennas all belong to
George, K2DM, who is himself a frequent
visitor to Gingerbread Hill for various major
contests, operating as VP2MDG.
Although the tower is permanently fixed to
the building, the antennas and cables are
removed after each operation and are stored
in a container within the grounds of the
guesthouse. For BERU just three antennas
were needed: the C3 tri-band HF beam and
separate wire dipoles for 40m and 80m.

The Gingerbread Hill guesthouse is on the
side of a hill on the west (Caribbean) side of
Montserrat, just a few miles away from the
smouldering volcano. Although the location
is not right down at the water‟s edge, it has
an excellent clear take-off to the
USA/Canada. Hence it is a popular site for
visiting US contesters.

Although the owners of Gingerbread Hill
are not themselves hams, they are most
supportive. During my visit they arranged
for a colleague to help carry the beam
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antenna out from the container and lift it up
to the roof. The sun roof at Gingerbread Hill
is very handy as it has a large flat area at
exactly the same level as the top of the
crank-up tower in its lowered position.
Fixing things to the tower could not be
easier. The crank-up tower is motor driven,
so there's no need for any heavy work when
winding the tower up and down.

relatively easy to start BERU at 6am local
time.
HF propagation during the days leading up
to the contest had been good, with several
UK stations and many Europeans worked on
both 12m and 10m. The hope was that this
year's BERU would provide super-long
openings to the UK on both 15 and 10m.
But it just didn't happen. HF conditions took
a severe nose dive during the hours running
up to the contest. In the event only a handful
of UK stations were worked on 15m and no
UK stations at all were worked on 10m.
However, there were a few VEs to be
worked on 10m, as well as a handful of
Caribbean locals.

Outside the Commonwealth Contest
contacts were made on the three WARC
bands using a simple wire dipole which had
two links on either side. Changing from one
WARC band to another meant just climbing
up one flight of stairs from the shack onto
the flat sun roof. Once on the sun roof the
simple wire links could be added or
removed from the wire dipole to change
band. This would not have been ideal for
use in the contest, but for casual WARC
band pile-up operating where band changes
are relatively infrequent, this was quite
practical.

The Commonwealth Contest is special in
many ways. Thanks to the efforts of several
BERU enthusiasts, and particularly to Bob,
G3PJT, who maintains the BERU website,
activity in the Commonwealth Contest has
increased significantly in recent years.

The station was a K3 as well as a new small
Tokyo High Power HL-550X solid-state
amplifier. I also took an ATU. You just
never know when an ATU can make all the
difference between being on the air and not
being on a given band, particularly when
using other people's antennas at unknown
locations. In practice the HF beam and the
dipoles for 40 and 80m all resonated nicely,
and could be used without the ATU.
However, it's always nice to have an ATU
there, just in case you need to iron out any
unexpected antenna matching problems.

As usual there were a number of DX
operations timed specifically to coincide
with this year's Commonwealth Contest,
including Bob, G3PJT, from J68PJ,
Richard, G3RWL, from 8P6DR; Peter,
G3PHO, from VP2V/G3PHO, and Dave,
G3TBK, from J88DR.
The final hours
Although I unfortunately missed the UK
sunrise opening at 0630z (0230 local) on
80m due to dozing for about ninety minutes
at the wrong time, I was awake and back on
the air by 0700z, well in time for the 40m
opening to Europe/UK. By 0900z the UK
had dropped out on 40m and, as usual, the
last hour in BERU was deadly slow,
frantically hopping between 80, 40 and 20m
trying to find something new to put into the
log.

Doing the BERU Contest
For a contest operation it's a great advantage
to be staying at the station itself rather than
have to travel to the shack from a hotel.
Previous BERU operations from V25XF
and 6Y8XF were from locations which were
just 'stations', but which did not provide
accommodation. However, in Montserrat
the station was at the same place as where I
was staying, which meant that it was

Having made some 3,000 QSOs from
Montserrat before BERU, there was hardly
any problem during the contest itself with
non-BERU stations calling. In previous
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years there had usually been one or two
persistent non-BERU callers, but the precontest activity, plus the increased
familiarity with the format of the
Commonwealth Contest through the various
messages on the DX Cluster, all meant that
there was no significant difficulty caused by
non-BERU callers.

operation some 80 countries were already
confirmed on LoTW, while direct QSL
cards were being mailed out within four
weeks of the BERU operation.
The Commonwealth Contest is indeed a fun
contest, and it‟s well worth making a special
DX trip just to take part. I hope to see you in
BERU next year from somewhere pink (or
ex-pink) on the map.

On Montserrat the 24-hour Commonwealth
Contest starts and finishes at 6am local.
However, after only a few minutes break at
the end of the contest, VP2MXF was back
on the bands again running normal pile-ups,
hoping to pick up some more of those nonBERU stations who had been polite enough
not to call during the contest.

Thanks for help with the VP2MXF
Commonwealth Contest operation are due
to:
 Dave, G3TBK, for his advice on
whom to contact for the licence and
to
the
Info-Communications
Authority on Montserrat for the
speedy issue of the callsign
VP2MXF by e-mail.
 The owners (David and Clover Lea)
of
the
super
ham-friendly
Gingerbread Hill guest house on
Montserrat.
 George, K2DM, for the use of his
crank-up tower, C3 beam, various
wire dipoles, coax and station
accessories at Gingerbread Hill
 Nick, G4FAL (VP2MCC), for loads
of useful background info on
operating from Gingerbread Hill.

Station tear-down and log uploads
Post-contest station tear-down of the HF
beam commenced with a knock on the door
at midday on the Sunday morning by the
antenna helper. Within a couple of hours the
HF beam was down and the various cables
had been put away. As my flight home was
not until Monday afternoon, I quickly reinstalled my simple home-made multi-band
wire WARC dipole and immediately started
working pile-ups on whatever WARC band
was open. The final session was a ten-hour
continuous run on 30m right through the
European night from 2300z through to
0800z. As is so often the case, 30m was the
star band with some 1,330 QSOs in the log.
The trip total (including BERU) was 5,549
CW QSOs.

Silent Key
Lothar Wilke, DL3TD (exDM2DUK and Y24UK) died at
56 years of age in a house fire in
the early hours of the 7th of
April. He was DARC DX and
Contest Manager and the driving
force
behind
the
highly
successful
DFØHQ/DAØHQ
contest stations.

Although partial log up-loads had been
made during the operation (there‟s free wifi
available at Gingerbread Hill), the final
upload of the VP2MXF log to both Club
Log and LoTW was made from a wififriendly beach-side restaurant on Antigua
while having a leisurely lunch, waiting for
the BA flight back to London.
The speedy uploading of logs to LoTW,
even from only moderately rare DX
locations, is always much appreciated.
Within two weeks of the VP2MXF

[425 DX News]
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TJ9PF – Cameroun 2011
by the F6KOP team
For more than 10 years the F6KOP team has
organised one expedition per year: 5V7C,
TO7C (FY), 5H1C, XT2C, J5C, TK7C,
TS7C, TM7CC, ISØR etc. but in 2010 we
had to cancel a Most Wanted at the last
minute due to a transportation problem. We
were very disappointed as everything was
ready, but we do not regret TM7CC from
Ouessant Island and ISØR from Sardinia
Island.

due to work and F2VX who had an accident
just two days before departure.
We took five stations (the sixth was Dave‟s
K3), computers with Win-Test logging
software, antennas and smaller stuff. As our
goal was to make a maximum of QSOs on
the low bands, F6AOJ did a great job by
adding an RX antenna input on our Yaesu
FT-450 and preparing Beverages and our
K9AY. At the same time Mat/F5PED
finished his 30m 4-square and John/F5VQH
our VDAs antennas.

So for 2011 we planned again to go
somewhere in Africa. Choosing the correct
destination is not easy - it should be a
compromise between a country on the Most
Wanted list - and security, price and many
other parameters. Most things were ready to
go back in Togo/5V, but our Italian friends
lead by I2YSB announced their operation as
5V7TT in October 2010, so again we had to
organise something else in a very short time.

The team met in Paris on 10 February and
after final phone calls with our families and
our pilot, F6AML, we boarded the plane.
Six hours later we arrived in TJ-land. Our
first feel was „Wow! It is too hot!”. We
went through customs and started to load
our luggage and equipment on the small bus
sent by the hotel. It was close to full with all
the equipment, but still us 17 ops needed to
find a place in the bus. The two-hour trip to
Kribi seemed very long as we ended up
sitting on our luggage!

After a discussion with Didier, F5OGL we
decided to go to Cameroun (TJ) as there
hadn‟t been any „serious‟ activity for many
years. Cameroun is number 67 on the Club
Log Most Wanted list and number 96 with
DX Magazine. Our operating location was
found, the licence requested, and after a few
e-mails the team was fully composed – all in
less than a week. Thanks to our very
effective team leader, Frank/F4AJQ,
everything was ready on time.

Our hotel was right by the sea, so the
location was fine, but we would have liked
more space for antennas. Yann/F1NGP was
in charge of the IT system, Jean Paul/F8BJI
installed all of the stations, while the rest of
the team worked outside with antennas.
Within about half a day the antennas were
almost ready and we started operating with
four stations during the afternoon of 11
February. The pile-ups were immediately
huge, with very strong signals coming from
all around the world. Our last two stations
were set up later in the night.

The team members were: Frank/F4AJQ,
Seb/F5UFX, Michel/FM5CD, Bob/N6OX,
Wild
Bill/N2WB,
Dave/K4SV,
Eric/ON7RN,
Gabriele/I2VGW,
Jean
Paul/F8BJI,
Alain/F6ENO,
JeanLuc/F6BIV, Michel/F5EOT, John/F5VHQ,
Norbert/DJ7JC,
Yan/F1NGP,
Mathieu/F5PED
and
Gerard/F2JD.
Unfortunately some friends were not able to
come with us: F9IE on holiday in VK,
F6AXX in S7, F1HRE, F4EGD, F5CWU

On the fourth day the SFI was up to more
than 100, giving us very nice openings on
the high bands. We added a few vertical
dipoles directly on the beach so we could
operate with all stations on the high bands
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during daylight. On the other hand the low
bands were very difficult during night time
due to lightning static. The receiving system
for the low bands was improved every day;
we used many Beverages (up to 200m and
more) but we had to replace some of them a
few times because the wire disappeared
overnight.

M. Nken and all the Hotel Costa Blanca
crew, The Le Général de Brigade Bernard
Commins, Chef de Bataillon Patrice Dange,
and the Adjutant-Chief Denis Bertrand. All
the Cameroun customs crew, M. Kamgam
and M. Loumou from the ART in Yaounde,
our
QSL
manager
Didier/F5OGL,
Maurice/F5NQL for all communication,
F6AML our pilot station, F4TTR our
webmaster, Micheline/YL-F9IE for the QSL
design, FØEBS and F5IWO for their help
with logistics at Paris airport

The whole team was in very good spirits
throughout; everybody worked hard, was
right on time for radio shifts, etc.. This is the
result of many years of work from all of the
F6KOP team members. Each day we did
statistics and had meetings with our pilot
station, F6AML, to consider feedback and
comments. We tried to give attention to all
parts of the world. During the DXpedition
we were often disrupted by power failure.
The hotel‟s back-up generator worked fine
but wasn‟t big enough to support all our
amplifiers at the same time.

Thanks to all our sponsors: F6KOP, LA
VILLE DE PROVINS, SPIDERBEAM,
MDXC, INDEXA, CDXC Clipperton DX
Club, CDXC/Chiltern DX Club, UFT,
SWODXA, GMDXF GROUP, EUDXF,
GDXF, LONE STAR DX ASSOCIATION,
NIPPON DX NANCHATE, RFHAM,
RBLOB RADIO GROUP, RADIO33,
CLUB LOG, REF ED 94, L‟AGENCE
PARTIR, WIN-TEST, TOP BAND DX
Club, REF ED 77. Also a big thanks to all
individual sponsors.

Two days before the end we were not far
from the Digi-QSO number world record of
ZL8X (the previous record belonged to us at
TS7C). So we decided to use three stations
for RTTY, one for SSB, one for CW and
one as a flex. Everybody was very
motivated!

Thank you all for your confidence. We are
already working on the next project, so we
will see you in the pile-up.
Seb/F5UFX on behalf of F6KOP Team

During our time in TJ we were visited by
ON4COX, who now lives in Kribi, and by
Lionel/TJ3SL. The police also came and
checked all our authorisations and licenses
and we were interviewed by two different
national television stations.

Footnote from G3SVL: When Bob/N6OX
presented this DXpedition at the Visalia DX
Convention he told us that the hotel had
insufficient rooms for the 17 operators.
Worse still the beds were double beds, so
team members ended up sharing the same
bed; OK when you are on different shifts,
but not so good if you weren‟t. It just goes
to show what conditions DXpeditioner‟s are
prepared to accept in the name of giving out
QSOs!

We stopped transmitting at around 1 pm on
20 February, packed up all our equipment
and headed back to Douala airport. Our total
of 68,000 QSOs in nine days was a good
score, although we did not reach our goal of
80K QSOs. But the icing on the cake was
that we reclaimed our RTTY world record.
We would like to thank all F6KOP team
members who helped in France before,
during and after the DXpedition, Madame
Bachelet for her great help with the licence,
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VK9C/G6AY

(Page 12)

The QSL and the 80 metre vertical

The arrivals board

Jim relaxing between QSOs

on the beach

Phil's operating set up

Room 28 of the Cocos Beach Motel

Democratic Republic of Congo - 9Q500N

(Page 17)

,

--co ZOM 36 • ITU Zon~

L-R, Ronald, Wim, Patrick, Theo, Marc and Luc
II

52 • Wl'1·Loc JI75PO

Democratic Republic of Congo - 9Q500N

30 and 40 meter vertical

160m inverted-L

Ronald assembling the Spider beam

Cont. (Page 17)

Hex beam

Luc on 160m

Wim assembling the HEX beam

Downtown Kinshasa
III

The VP80RK

Story (Page 21)

Team R-L; WB9Z, ND2T, 9V1YC, VE3EJ,
N6MZ, KOIR, K6AW, N1DG, N4GRN,
W7EW, K9Z0 W3WL, Pete, EY8MM

Braveheart in port at Ushuiaa

Large icebergs on radar as we
approach Signy Island

Barge Bay with 'bergs and the Braveheart

WX map of the Drake Passage on the day we left
port. Two major lows about to combine
IV

The crew, L-R Carlos, Gerard, Broodie
Daniel, Matt, Nigel and Ashe

The VP80RK

Story cont.

(Page 21)

Spotlighting icebergs as we pick our way through the field

I
First landing for recon

Bringing equipment ashore - wetsuits and
shallow beach area.

V

The VP80RK

Story cont.

Camp as we begin to set up shelters

(Page 21)

Good WX for putting up antennas!

Starting to set up camp; more gear on the way

Team ops servicing the pileups!

Pete - the world's most travelled penguin!
V1

TJ9PF - Cameroon 2011 (Page 28)

The 6-nation team; F4AJQ, F5UFX, FM5CD, N60X, K4SV, N2WB, 12VGW, ON7RN, F2JD,
F6ENO, F5EOT, F8BJI, F1HRE, F6BIV, F5PED, F1NGP, F5VHQ, DJ7JC

Hotel Costa Blanca, Kribi, Came roan

Down on the beach

V1!

CE9NE3LYC

and CE9/PA3EXX

(Page 31)

L-R; Sara, Thomas, Johann, and Cezar in
Puerto Williams (SA-031)

View from Herschel Is. of Passo Bravo
and little Adriana Is., with Wollaston Is.
(left) and Freycinet Is. (right)

CE9 camp

Nunatak at anchor in Caleta Martial

Navy compound above Caleta Condell
Gonzalo Is. (SA-097)

Landmark rock
VIU

Top 20 CDXC members’ band slots
for 9Q5ØON, VP2MXF and TJ9PF
(per Club Log 20 April 2011)
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
If you subscribe to Club Log (and you
should!) then you will be familiar with the
band-slot tables for DXpeditions. I thought
it would be interesting to produce the Top

9Q50ON (32,093 QSOs)
BandPosn Callsign
slots
1 G4CCZ
17
2 G3TBK
17
3 PA3FQA
15
4 5B4AGN
14
5 G3SED
14
6 ON4IQ
14
7 MD0CCE
13
8 GM3YTS
11
9 G3ZSS
11
10 G4EZT
11
11 EI7BA
10
12 GM4XMD
10
13 G3TXF
9
14 G0VXE
9
15 G4DZW
8
16 G3TTJ
8
17 A65BD
7
18 G0HOF
7
19 GM4FDM
7
20 FM5CD
7

20 for the DXpeditions reported in this
Digest
(note:
CE9/VE3LYC
and
VK9C/G6AY have not uploaded their logs
to Club Log).

VP2MXF (5,459 QSOs)
BandPosn Callsign
slots
1 G4CCZ
8
2 G0KBL
7
3 J88DR
6
4 MD0CCE
6
5 G4EZT
6
6 G3LZQ
6
7 G5LP
6
8 G3TKK
5
9 VP8NO
5
10 G3ZSS
4
11 GM3YTS
4
12 G3VKW
4
13 GM3POI
4
14 G3TTJ
4
15 P3J
4
16 G3WPH
4
17 G3XTT
4
18 G0ORH
4
19 GM0VRP
4
20 G3SVD
4
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TJ9PF (67,570 QSOs)
BandPosn Callsign
slots
1 GM4FAM
24
2 ON4IQ
24
3 G4EZT
23
4 G4CCZ
22
5 G3SED
22
6 PA3FQA
22
7 MD0CCE
21
8 GM4XMD
21
9 EI7BA
20
10 G3TTJ
19
11 G4DZW
19
12 G3TBK
18
13 GM3YTS
18
14 GM0VRP
18
15 VP8NO
17
16 G0VXE
17
17 LA5HE
15
18 G3LZQ
15
19 G3VKW
14
20 M0OXO
14

CE9/VE3LYC and CE9/PA3EXX
DXpedition to Wollaston & Hermite Islands (SA-031)
and Diego Ramirez Islands (SA-097)
Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC

The Herschel Islands are part of the Hermite
group, located 120 km south of Puerto
Williams, near Cape Horn. We anchored in
Caleta Martial and set up camp on its long
and narrow beach. The radio tent was 6 ft by
5 ft inside and 5 ft high. For rest, a smaller
tent was located 20m away up the hill, in
case the ocean was to sweep the beach. We
installed a Force 12 vertical, used on
17/20m, and a wire vertical employed on
20/30/40m. To maximize the number of
stations logged we used one callsign per
band and mode. During the daytime we
worked some shifts, but it would be Johan
(PA3EXX) operating for the most part,
while Cezar (VE3LYC) took the nightshift
and early morning. We slept on the boat and
took turns for dinner, always masterfully
prepared.

was lush, from large and solidly grounded
bushes to hard leaf grass and various types
of moss. Albatrosses, blackish oyster
catchers, kelp and Magellanic geese could
often be seen on and around the beach.
Lying 110 km to the southwest of Cape
Horn, in the Drake Passage, the Diego
Ramίrez islands were first sighted in 1619
by Bartolomé and Gonzalo Nodal. The
group was named after the expedition‟s pilot
and its largest islands after the two brothers.
We anchored in Caleta Condell, off the
Gonzalo Islands. Given the ocean swell and
the presence of sub-surface rocks we landed
in wetsuits. In front of us was a landmark
rock and we were surrounded by wildlife.
The camp was set up on the beach, due to
the strong electrical interference at the
Navy‟s compound. Only the wire vertical
was used, since it offered quick band
change. During the day, a couple of striated
caracara, a type of Austral falcon, figured
out that by picking at the tip of one of the
radials, the mast would fall on the rocks and
break. They seemed to enjoy it very much,
as they repeated this time and time again.
Without wood, we fixed it up using bird
bones, the remains of animal feasts. At
nightfall, the caracara would go away, but
the tide would set in, pushing the ocean
from the east and north. Propagation was
open around the clock and we were able to
copy stations from up to five continents at
times. We logged a total of 3,058 QSOs
with 2,378 stations in 78 DXCCs from six
continents. 70% of the contacts were in SSB
and 30% in CW, operating on 17m (31%),
20m (39%), and 30m (30%).

On the second day of operation the wind
intensified, with gusts up to 120 km/h. The
sounds of the tent pummeled by the wind
and the ocean‟s waves splashing on the
beach were so loud that it was very difficult
at times to hear the stations calling us in the
pile-up. Each night we had to battle with the
tide. Higher waters would dig some radials
out and flip the mast. Since the beach was
narrow, at least one of the radials had to be
periodically moved deep into the bush. We
logged 4,044 QSOs with 2,818 stations in
85 DXCCs. About 61% of the contacts were
in CW and 39% in SSB, operating on 17m
(31%), 20m (32%), 30m (25%) and 40m
(12%).
The hills around us offered some great
views of the neighbouring islands. The
highly humid and moderately cold sub-polar
oceanic climate, typical of tundra, limited
the growth of trees. However, the vegetation
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The weather changed frequently from
overcast and rainy to sunshine and back,
from 12o C at noon to 2o C at night, when it
was cold, wet, and windy.

our website. George (VE3GHK) is
appreciated for his invaluable assistance.
We remain obliged to our families for their
understanding and support.

The islands are home to 55,000 and 17,000
pairs of black-browed and grey-headed
albatrosses. Magellanic penguins, giant
petrels, other seabirds, elephant seals were a
common presence on the beach. At night
leopard seals had to be carefully avoided,
while the sky belonged to countless blue
petrels.

We are indebted to W5BXX, JM1PXG,
VE7DP and W8OU for exceptional support.
Special thanks to the top - DK8UH, I1SNW,
I2YDX, JE1DXC, K9AJ OE3WWB,
PT7WA, SM6CVX, VE7IG, VE7QCR,
W5BOS, large - 9A2AA, DL1BDD,
DL2MSA, EA8AKN, F6BFH, G4SOZ,
HB9BZA, 7K3EOP, JA1EY, JF4VZT,
JA8MS, JA9IFF, JR0DLU, OE3RPB,
OE3SGA, ON4IZ, ON4XL, SM3NXS,
SM5LNE, UA0YAY, VE1VOX, VE3JV,
VY0PW, VK3HJ, KD1CT, WB2YQH,
W3AWU, K3FN, N3QQ, W4DKS, AD5A,
WB5JID,
K5MT,
W5PF,
W5VFO,
N6AWD, N6DT, W6RLL, N6VR, N7RO,
K7SO, WB9EEE and many generous
donors, as well as to all those who
supported this project (see list at
http://ce9iota.weebly.com).

This project was made possible due to the
skill and dedication of our skipper Thomas
and crew Sara, sailing the 40ft steel yacht
Nunatak (Oasis in the Arctic). We are
grateful to Dino (CE3PG), Jorge (CE8PTK),
Navy Commander Marco Arellano,
Alejandro (CE3JWF), Jose (CE8GWZ) and
Pedro Giannini for their fantastic logistical
support. Lighthouse Chief Jorge Figueroa
and Navy crew on Gonzalo are praised for
their hospitality. We are grateful to Maury
(IZ1CRR) for designing and maintaining

[with grateful thanks to IREF]

New CDXC QSL Cards
The original CDXC QSL cards have been around for a while and were in need of a revamp. Jim, MØZAK, has worked with Tony, LZ1JZ, to produce our own QSL card. You
can see examples of the first ones off the press in the photo pages. I paid £50 all up for
my 1,000 cards and as those who already use Tony know, the quality is good and the
turnaround is quick.
So if you want cards, and we would encourage you to use this design as it helps promote
CDXC, then just e-mail Tony (lz1jz@hotmail.com) with your specific data (name, address
etc.) specifying the CDXC design and he will e-mail you your design within a few days
along with a price quote.
For more information go to Tony’s website at www.LZ1JZ.com and click on the CDXC link
on the left-hand side. This is a membership service; CDXC is not involved commercially in
any transaction you have with Tony and receives no royalties, but benefits from the
promotional words on the reverse of the card.
73 Chris, G3SVL
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DXpeditioners’ Woes
Roger Western, G3SXW
October 2004, Loloata Island, P29SX,
European pile-up on 40 metres on the last
evening. I went back to my old pal Bob:
“GU4YOX 5NN”. No reply. I sent it again.
Nothing. I sent it a third time but still
nothing. Oh dear, Bob must not be hearing
me very well. Hit the A/B button for a
moment and sure enough there was a
cacophony of noise on my transmit
frequency. I had no idea what started it or
why everyone was QRMing my frequency.
What to do? I kept sending Bob his report
every few seconds, doubting that he could
hear me, and sure enough he didn‟t respond.
Hmm. OK, I shifted down 500 Hz. After all,
my TX frequency had been blocked for a
minute or so by then. No good, no-one
followed me, so I had to think of something
else. No-one checked around the frequency,
they were all still waiting (im)patiently on
my original TX spot. I QSYd slightly
several more times, no good, eventually
settling back on the original TX frequency. I
really wanted to get Bob into the log and
was much frustrated by the activities of
these QRMing hooligans so I just kept
sending his report every few seconds.
Maybe I should have just given up and gone
for a walk. Suddenly, as if by magic, my TX
frequency must have cleared up because
Bob came straight back with the report. He
was safely in the log at last. That cost some
6-7 minutes during which time I could have
worked an extra two dozen stations if only
the QRM had not erupted.

operating tactics might work? I discussed it
with DXpeditioning pals. We concluded that
even the best operating skills or tricks might
not solve the problem – and that the rarer
the location the bigger the problem. Being
loud helps, but that‟s not always easy from
distant locations.
Nowadays, as we all know, pile-up chaos is
normal and getting worse all the time.
Impact
The immediate effect is, of course, that
more and more Deserving DXers fail to get
into the log. They are prevented from
working a „new one‟ by the hooligans
QRMing the DXpedition. We wondered
what to do about it. I wrote articles.
Then an even more insidious impact began
to develop: my enjoyment of DXpedition
operating was declining. The high point
(among many) of DXpeditioning for me has
always been to ‟run rate‟ – as fast as
possible, with the adrenalin pumping. With
totally ideal conditions I have logged over
220 CW QSOs in an hour and 180 is not
unusual. Everything is relative: on 160m
such rates are obviously not possible. So I
have an innate level of expectation
according to the circumstances: band,
propagation, distance, rarity etc. When that
expectation is severely under-achieved for
no fault of my own I feel cheated and go
home dissatisfied.

This was the first time that I recall
experiencing a serious destruction of my
pile-ups while on DXpeditions. That was
seven years ago. But as it turned out this
was only the beginning. This syndrome
grew and grew. Over the following several
years it just got gradually worse: C21SX,
FP, FY, JW, YK9G operations were all
blighted. At first I took it as a challenge:
how to overcome this new difficulty, what

Apart from short trips for fun to the likes of
3A, OJØ and SV9, I have not been on a
serious DXpedition since YK9G in April
2008. That‟s now three years ago.
And now I am hearing rumblings that I am
not alone: other DXpeditioners are also
becoming disillusioned. The broader impact
of this situation might be that skilled
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DXpedition operators travel less frequently.
Is that good for our magical hobby of
DXing? Surely not. Long-term there might
be fewer DXpeditions. At the same time
more and more DX Chasers may give up the
hobby and take up fly fishing instead, rather
than tolerate this new disease. And it‟s not
just Deliberate QRM, or so-called
„Policemen‟ blocking the TX frequency: it‟s
also Continuous Callers, CW Decoders who
don‟t know what‟s going on, DX Cluster
Point & Clickers plus of course the HeavyBooted hooligans

the DXpedition, intentionally or otherwise.
We know that genies cannot be put back
into bottles, but the software could offer
ways for individual stations to opt out. In
other words anyone could request that their
callsign not be propagated on Cluster and
RBN networks. Within the filtering systems
this cannot be hard to do. Then the broad
benefits of these networks could still be
available without DXpeditions being ruined.
Another positive action would be to support
the DX Code of Conduct - not just nodding
in agreement, but actually implementing it,
talking it up, adding it to DXpedition
websites, asking financial sponsors to
demand compliance, and most importantly
for individual DX Chasers to actually follow
it in their operating methods. Nothing is
perfect, we do not all agree with every
element of the Code. Some disapprove of
the „teaching‟ tone. But come what may,
surely it is a small step in the right direction.
If we all got behind it then it could become
a movement for change. See: www.dxcode.org/

Action?
What can be done, if anything? Until now
we have perhaps recognised that pile-up
chaos is a growing problem for DX Chasers,
but maybe it has not been recognised that
the poor chap on the hot end of the pile-up
suffers too. If as a result he mounts fewer
DXpeditions, who loses?
So, in
desperation, here are a couple of
suggestions of practical ways to help the
situation.
Firstly, new operating tactics on the DX
end. The problem is to make oneself heard
through hooligan QRM – the solution could
be to keep changing TX frequency. It only
needs for DX Chasers to become aware that
whenever the TX frequency becomes
cluttered the DX station may QSY a little,
so then it‟s time to tune around. It could
become normal practice for DXpeditions to
move TX frequency by 0.5 or 1.0 kHz, as
often as is necessary. This would not pollute
the band because the spread and split of
callers would stay the same. Another idea
worth trying might be to choose a TX
frequency which is not an exact number of
kHz to stymie the Point & Click brigade.

What about policing? Vigilantes are not
welcome, but surely the worst hooligans
could be taken to task privately. Groups
such as CDXC could take this responsibility
on board to meet these modern
circumstances. We have a Treasurer and a
Secretary, so maybe we now need an
Operating Advisor. He would promote the
club‟s aims and might investigate specific
cases of operating abuse by members, where
the club‟s reputation is being damaged. He
would take recordings over a period of time
before engaging with any individual, and
would do so officially on behalf of the club.
The final sanction would be withdrawal of
membership, but I doubt it would ever get
that far.

The down-side of DX Cluster has now been
made much worse by Skimmers and
Reverse Beacon Networks. They instantly
report every station heard. This is a great
tool for skilled DX Chasers, but more
importantly it‟s a really easy way for
unskilled operators and hooligans to wreck

The long term
This is a long-term problem requiring longterm solutions. It will not go away entirely
and certainly not quickly. But surely we
have to become proactive in searching for
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ways to improve the situation, if only
marginally. At bare minimum we might
then sleep at night in the knowledge that we
have at least tried to improve things. Or do
we just sit on our hands, eventually
migrating to microwave bands or
gardening?

problem of pile-up chaos seemed to be
declining. However, we then heard that
KHØ/G3ZEM suffered some of the worst
Deliberate QRM ever heard, and G3RTE
came back from Cocos-Keeling saying:
“Time to hang up the key” and Phil,
G3SWH, said: “I came back disillusioned”.
No doubt Bob, Jim and Phil will carry on
DXpeditioning. But for how long? The
clock is ticking. What will pile-ups be like
in another year or two? I dread to think.

Why raise this issue now? We had some
highly positive comments from the 10-1010 PJ DXpedition operators that the

Reactions from some well-known DXers
G3BJ

fuels discontent, no matter what the subject
or situation and resentment by those that
cannot have whatever they want this minute.
Certainly I won't give up travelling nor
operating despite these people. On my last
trip to 3B9 the skimmers were out in force,
and I had a blacklist for those who despite
having had multiple band QSOs still insisted
on calling. These included several very well
known calls and not all European.

I agree your analysis on skimmer/cluster,
but they are a feature of modern life, and
surely we should be embracing new
technology?
The issue is a) Education and b) Peer
pressure. Societies, groups and individuals
can help with both, but there is one big issue
you overlook: national and tribal culture.
Efforts in IARU to get societies to take
assertive action have stumbled here, because
of reluctance to „shop‟ people. I do believe
this is, as you say, a long-term issue - there
is no quick magic bullet - but education and
peer pressure is what will win in the end.
You make some useful suggestions about
the antidotes to DQRM, and we should all
take those on board.

So what do we do? Colin reckons
international routes are difficult, which
leaves education on the one hand and peer
pressure on the other. BUT I WILL NOT
QUIT THIS WONDERFUL WORLD OF
DXING. Maybe it will go full circle, as
things have a habit of doing. However,
electronics surge ahead and introduce new
technology and applications almost daily.
For those doing the developing they must
consider consequences before unleashing
these things on a hobby with so many levels
of operator expertise. Let‟s start by having a
concentrated effort at educating the nonbelievers. I plan to offer my services and
experience to as many local clubs within 50miles as want it, not need it.

G3LZQ
A heavy-handed approach will harm any
efforts to improve the current situation. I
feel we have two streams:
1. The general fall in operating standards
2. The loutish behaviour of others hell bent
on spoiling

G3NUG

Hauling those that transgress up before
some self-appointed jury would be counter
productive. Today‟s world is instant - be it
gratification, news or whatever - and this

In my view Blacklists are an absolute NoNo on any mode. They lead to DQRM.
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G3PJT

motivated to give up my trips because of
this.

I am still going to go on my trips, have
some fun and curse at the lids - all part of
life, really. Strange, but I remember the
good bits of my trips and the lids fade pretty
quickly – and if you really feel strongly you
can work them and then delete them from
the log – it‟s up to you. Black lists /
policemen - no thanks – won‟t work.

G3SWH
I go on DXpeditions to have fun. Like you,
a large part of the fun is running the pileups, winkling out the callsigns and
achieving as high a run rate as
possible. This year‟s trip to VK9C was
significantly less pleasurable than previous
trips due to the quite appalling behaviour of
the stations calling in the pile-ups. Maybe
I'm just getting too old, although I was not
conscious of any significant amounts
of DQRM, but have received comments
from others that it was bad at times.

G3RTE
I personally haven‟t given up on DXing or
DXpeditioning. I do feel that due to the poor
operating standards now in pile-ups the
QSO rates drop. Thus depriving many of
making a contact. We had planned to make
15K QSOs in Cocos-Keeling. In the end we
made 13.5K. I think if the pile-ups had been
better behaved we would have made our
target and beyond.

What to do? Identifying the culprits is all
but impossible as no policeman or DQRMer
gives a callsign, and even if they do, what's
the guarantee that it's genuine? The RSGB's
gallant attempt to set up a Europe-wide DF
system foundered as none of the
other IARU member societies wanted their
nationals to be identified as the source of the
DQRM. Anyway, I'm not sure that HF DF is
any more accurate in identifying that a
particular station is located in a particular
city or region. Certainly not to an actual
street or station location. The problem, as
you correctly identify, is the use of
Skimmers, Reverse Beacon Networks and
point-and-click Cluster users who can't read
Morse by ear. As you also correctly point
out, the genie can't be put back in the bottle.
I came home from VK9C feeling very
disillusioned, but after a couple of months
am beginning to think about where to go
next, so perhaps all is not lost.

G3RWF (in Uganda)
I agree - not planning to give up unless the
bank balance or old age require it. I am
interested in concerted action against
appalling operating and DQRM. Is there
something we can jointly achieve, in
support of the DX Code of Practice? Some
guy has been putting a carrier on me for the
past three weeks in a fairly consistent way and I also note the increasing use of the
skimmer which makes pile-ups harder, I
suspect, because of unhelpfully accurate
tuning. It's not a lot of fun for significant
periods of time - especially working Europe,
as we all know. A few times I‟ve just closed
and got a beer - but why should I stop
because others are idiots?

G3TXF
G3RWL
It's up to those who go on DXpeditions to
make the best of the circumstances and
continue to provide a service to DXers. Yes,
a service. Working the tiddly guys who,
were it not for someone with sharp ears at
the far end, would never make the contact at
all. Yes, we all know that the pile-up
DQRM and General Liddery problems are

The skimmer (and cluster) people think they
are providing a service to the amateur
community: maybe they are unaware of the
downside experienced by the DX end. I
wonder if an approach to the software
writers might be better? I too am *not*
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indeed going from bad to worse. Your
article illustrates these problems admirably.
But DQRM etc. are not reasons to give up.

reason you were aware that your name was
on the blacklist, then that gives you carte
blanche to do anything you like as there
would be no additional sanction. That said, I
do keep a scratch pad at the side of the rig
when I am on an expedition and scribble
callsigns on it who have aggravated me. I
simply do not work them, no matter what. I
don‟t publish that fact in case it just causes
more problems.

G7VJR
I am very keen to support you because I am
sure you are right about the end game. The
problem is in Europe. It's barely ever a
significant problem from NA and I can't
remember anything other than honest
confusion causing QRM from Japan. I think
the EU has some sort of special malaise,
trying to work the DX at any cost - literally
with no regard for any other operators.

The DX Code of Conduct is no doubt a very
important start, but I'm sure the only people
who actually read it are the „already
converted‟. Likewise, articles in magazines
etc. The whole DQRM thing is a symptom
of the malaise that afflicts western society.
Nowadays it seems to be: “I want it and I
want it now. It‟s my right to have it”. No
longer do new hams start off with a simple
TXR and a dipole. They start off with a new
all singing/dancing radio, a beam and an
amplifier which they don‟t actually know
how to operate. And so with skimmer and
reverse beacon networks, we have people
clicking and causing mayhem.

A while back I wrote in the CDXC Digest
about the vicious circle of big amplifiers
and small antennas. You refer to this as the
heavy-booted hooligans (and yes, it's still
top of my list). With big amplifiers come
inflated expectations for how quickly the
QSO can be logged. From your list I've only
seriously tried one tactic: shuffling the TX
frequency, with very good results. Anyone
who is not listening is immediately
marginalised, as they should be. I also often
change the QSX (and announce it) and this,
too, sorts the boys from the men.

This deterioration of standards began when
the UK dumbed down the RAE. It has
slowly got worse - have a listen on 2m,
especially the repeaters, to hear what I mean
- no operating skills or procedures and
plenty of bad language. As for answers, I
have none, you can't put the genie back into
the bottle. This is a situation of our own
making. Ofcom must take a hand in the
matter and take effective action. Perhaps we
need a system of written warnings for
amateurs who transgress before the final
sanction. I would like to know how many
amateur licences are revoked every
year. Perhaps we ourselves need to get more
involved in reporting offenders to Ofcom even supplying evidence, recordings
etc. Perhaps Ofcom need to have an
anonymous
telephone
line
like
Crimestoppers where we can call in with
our reports so that Ofcom can carry out their
own investigations. Whilst DQRM is
troublesome to us, it‟s not always criminal. I
have no doubt they pay little heed to their

I'm afraid the DX Cluster network will
never support any kind of tweaks now, as
it's all too big and tangled as a service to
have any changes made. That's my view,
having tried (and failed) to get more
widespread use of password protection on
DX Clusters. Blacklists would be satisfying
to use. Unfortunately those who cause the
problems on CW seem to be unable to copy
anything except callsigns. Tempers are
already running so high that a blacklist
would probably lead to resentment and
intensify the QRM. It might work OK on
SSB.
GM4FDM
This is a problem I have been mentally
wrestling with for some time. I can really
offer no solution. I'm not certain that a
Blacklist would do any good. If for some
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licence conditions, so there must be scope
for some action. Having said all that - I also
have little doubt that if an expedition is loud
and organised, there is generally less
DQRM than an expedition with weak
signals and which does little to command
the frequency. I think we need to seriously
look at cluster use/abuse and the reverse
beacon network. Not all technology works
in our favour.

significant number of factors contribute to
this, including:
1. The virtual abolition of the amateur radio
apprenticeship
2. The vastly reduced cost in real terms
associated with kitting out a high-power
station.
3. The ease with which a DX station‟s
operating frequency can be determined
(Cluster, RBN)
4. The ease with which one can become a
CW operator without ever needing to either
send
or
receive
CW
unaided.
5. The „Have a go, it's only a hobby‟ ethos
espoused by many who man the inlet to
amateur radio.

5B4AGN/G3ZEM
I have heard it said that my KHØ/G3ZEM
operation for some reason attracted levels of
DQRM never before witnessed. Somehow I
doubt it. I have absolutely no inclination to
give up DXpeditioning as a consequence of
deteriorating operating standards nor due to
DQRM. Neither will I give up DXing due to
these factors. On the other hand I accept that
some have chosen to abandon DXing due to
the increased frustration these cause.

I see no way of addressing these factors
other than through education, mentoring and
peer pressure. The DX Code of Conduct
makes an excellent start. I believe sanctions
in the form of black lists etc. will inevitably
prove counter-productive. If I knew of
someone engaging in DQRM I would have
no hesitation outing him. The problem is
that we don't know who these folks
are. They manage to create their disruption
and get their kicks whilst remaining
anonymous.

I think we need to clearly distinguish
between problems arising through poor
operating and the problems caused by
DQRM, even though the two are quite
closely linked. There is no question that
operating standards continue to fall. A

MSØRSD, Isle of Skye, June 2011
Amateurs from the Dudley and District Amateur Radio Society will be active as
MSØRSD from the Isle of Skye, EU-008, in June 2011. The team will consist of Simon,
MØVKY; Brian, GØJKY; Drew, G7DMO, and Graham, 2EØVPT.
We plan to be QRV on HF from 5 - 10 June on 80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12 and 10m.
Modes to be used are SSB and PSK31. We also plan to be QRV on 2m SSB on the
Tuesday afternoon for the UKAC 2 m contest, so listen for us before and after the
contest. Antennas will be a 3-element beam for 20/15/10 and various dipoles, verticles
for other bands - 2m: a 9-element Tonna.
QSL will be either direct via MØVKY (QRZ.com) or bureau to MØRSD. On our return
we will also upload the log to eQSL.CC. We will also have a special QSL card printed.
You can keep upto date with whats happening on our website at
http://dadarsdxpedisleofskye.webs.com/
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Workshop Tips and Techniques
4. Wire
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

Wire! We all use it, in spite of being
involved in „wireless‟. But what sort of wire
should we use?

made of such wire is likely to stretch,
especially if there is weight of coax attached
to it. So a 7 MHz dipole, carefully cut to
length, may well be found after a few
months to be quite a bit longer and
resonating further down the band. PVC
covering will also have an effect in
effectively lengthening a dipole, but few
dipoles are truly resonant anyway, and if it
was, and in the clear, it would show about a
1.5:1 VSWR in a 50 ohm system anyway!
So most of us trim for minimum SWR and
leave it at that. Similarly, soft-drawn copper
wire (and most enamelled wire is soft
drawn) will also stretch.

As is usual „It all depends‟. If you are
building equipment, then PVC-insulated
stranded wire, available in a multiplicity of
colours, is the usual choice, although there
are places where PTFE (Teflon™) is used for example, where the better RF insulation
is required, or where heat is involved.
Incidentally, it is not advisable to smoke
when stripping PTFE-insulated wire, as
minute particles landing on the hot end of
the cigarette decompose to some very nasty
chemicals,
making
smoking
even
unhealthier! PVC does have some problems
with leaching of the plasticizer over many
years, so if you intend the equipment to last
50 years or so, you might want to consider
using PTFE.

The stretching can be dealt with by prestretching. For this, you need two fairly
substantial anchors (full grown trees are
great!) far enough apart for the wire to be
stretched between them. Attach one end to
the tree (or even wrap it round the tree at its
mid-point) and bring back both ends. Now
you need an attachment to the other tree.
Coarse adjustment can be done with rope
and a pulley block or even an „eye‟ spliced
into the rope‟s end. A turnbuckle, bottle
screw or „wire fence strainer‟ can be used
for final tightening, although most of the
ones available have a limited range – a few
inches. This means that the coarse
adjustment will have to be re-done every so
often, and even with appreciable tension, it
will take a few days to really pre-stretch that
wire.

A more likely application for DXers to
consider is using wire for antennas. There
are a number of choices available: PVCinsulated stranded wire for „control‟ panels,
wiring wire, soft-drawn copper, maybe
enamelled, hard-drawn copper, stranded
copper, stranded phosphor bronze (if you
can get it!), copperclad (more commonly
available in the US), and Flexweave™.
Which of these you choose again depends
on the application.
Generally speaking, the PVC-insulated wire
is „soft drawn‟. Copper is normally fairly
soft, but when subjected to bending,
hammering and so, „work hardens‟, which is
why in model locomotive boiler making, it
is necessary to anneal it fairly frequently.
This is done by heating to red heat and
cooling it. However, in the „soft‟ or
annealed state, it is ductile, and an antenna

Fifty or so years ago „7/029‟ was popular.
This consisted of 7 strands of 0.029 inch
diameter copper: it too suffered from
stretching, but marine antennas (the HF and
LF variety) were at one stage made of
phosphor-bronze 7/.029. According to at
least one pre-war marine op (now an SK
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G3), the sale of the spare aerial in Port Said
provided sufficient cash to spend on ladies
of dubious morals in a number of places on
the way home! The aerial had, of course,
been „lost in a gale‟. Similarly, the GPO as
was, used a lot of hard-drawn copper wire,
some of which was phosphor bronze, for the
old telegraph wires, and this was on
occasion „liberated‟ for amateur use.
These days 1.6mm diameter hard-drawn
copper is available from a few amateur
equipment suppliers in 50-metre lengths,
and is certainly my preferred material. A
problem that can appear with stranded wires
is breakage, especially if the wire has work
hardened: this can manifest itself as
„crackling‟ noises in the receiver. It is
possible that some arcing can occur between
the broken strands, causing TVI, although
this is very rare. A PVC covering isn‟t that
good at keeping water out: it „wicks‟ along
by capillary action.

item noticed in the local hardware shop was
400-metre reels of stranded galvanised steel
wire, intended for electric fences. Now
purists will throw up their hands in horror,
but in fact, an analysis shows that the losses
for most antennas caused by this material
will be negligible. Some 50 years ago there
was an article in the RSGB Bulletin
showing that the losses from using 1/8 inch
galvanised steel for 2-metre beams showed
negligible losses. Certainly, it could be a
very cheap source of material for radials.
The one area where it would not be good is
for closed spaced arrays such as the W8JK
or possibly Moxon beams: the close spaced
W8JK arrays have very low radiation
resistance and so suffer accordingly from
resistive losses. However, their use is very
rare these days. Aluminium wire is a
material that should often be avoided. If you
have clay soil, NEVER use aluminium as
wire or anything else, buried. It will corrode
away pretty quickly. Don‟t ask how I know.

Popular in the US is „copperclad‟, with a
steel core, copper coated. The cheaper
versions have thinner copper, and
occasionally the copper can be scratched
deeply enough to allow corrosion to set in.
Additionally it is very springy, and a
released coil of it has a mind of its own!
Hard drawn copper is similarly capable of
being very difficult to handle, for the same
reason. One point that should be noted is
that any cuts, scratches or punctures in the
hands or body from copper should be
cleaned immediately, as they easily become
septic if left – and occasionally, even if
treated rapidly.

Soldering was mentioned in an earlier
Workshop Tips and Techniques. HD Copper
and copperclad are best soldered with „hard‟
solder, requiring a blow torch and „silver
solder‟. This is much more resistant to
corrosion that „soft‟ lead-tin solders: it will
anneal HD copper wire for a short length
around the joint, but this generally doesn‟t
matter. To other wires (and the coax
connections to dipoles), tin-lead solder is
OK if suitably protected from the weather.
How the modern lead-free solders will work
out I do not know, and frankly I have
stocked up on enough tin-lead solder that I
should never have to find out!

I have not used Flexweave™, having
adequate supplies of HD copper. It is
claimed to be flexible, and non-stretching,
while not having the mind of its own that
HD copper has. How well it performs after
many years of use hasn‟t been published, or
when the weave has been solidified by
soldering. Bear in mind that one of my 40m
dipoles uses 16swg HD copper dating from
the 40m Zepp antenna my father put up in
1937. Waste not, want not! One interesting

So far, I have dealt with wires, and not
cables. That is another subject altogether…
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IOTA NEWS
Personal message to CDXC members from G3KMA
I make this approach to you as CDXC
members as you are the most likely people
in the UK to be sufficiently interested and
qualified to pick up the baton and run with
it. In this issue of the Digest you will find
the rules of IOTA's 50th Anniversary
Marathon. We believe that it offers an
exciting challenge to all IOTA enthusiasts
as well as to DXers, given that all island
activations also count for DXCC. We need
assistance in a number of areas. At the
moment it is a stand-alone programme
which can be run in a bog-simple way. No
decision has been taken as to how or if it
can or should be integrated with the RSGB
IOTA website. We need ideas. Should we
construct a bespoke website for this event,

perhaps with online award application
potential? If yes, would you construct and
manage it for us? We will also need
volunteers to be proactive throughout the
two years in rustling up activity worldwide,
managing a calendar of events, and running
claimed score tables, again not just for the
UK but worldwide. I have not at this stage
widened the request for help beyond CDXC,
hoping that there would be some response
from within the club but, as in the case of
other aspects of IOTA management, we
may have no option but to accept offers
made by willing enthusiasts from overseas.
If you are interested in assisting with this
two-year challenge, please state in as
precise a way as possible how you can help.

2011 Honour Roll and annual listings
The 2011 Honour Roll and annual listings have been uploaded to my website and can be
accessed from the RSGB IOTA website.
New IOTA Directory
The new edition of the IOTA Directory has been published and is available from the RSGB.
Read all about it in the May RadCom.
Update of data in IOTA Directory (2009 edition)
IOTA reference numbers issued
SA-097

CE9

Diego Ramirez Islands (Chile)

All future updates will refer to the 2011 Edition
Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
AF-093

J5NAR/P

SA-031
SA-031
SA-097
SA-097

CE9/PA3EXX
CE9/VE3LYC
CE9/PA3EXX
CE9/VE3LYC

Jeta Island (February 2011)
Herschel Island, Hermite Islands (January 2011)
Herschel Island, Hermite Islands (January 2011)
Gonzalo Island, Diego Ramirez Islands (January 2011)
Gonzalo Island, Diego Ramirez Islands (January 2011)
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This list includes operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
20 April 2011
E-mail: IOTA_HQ@rsgb.org.uk
Personal website: www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com
RSGB IOTA website: www.rsgbiota.org
_____________________________________________________________________

IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon
Introduction
THE YEAR 2014 marks the 50th anniversary of the launch of the Islands On The Air (IOTA)
Programme by British SWL Geoff Watts, BRS-3129. To celebrate the occasion, the RSGB IOTA
Manager and Committee announce an exciting activity period in which all licensed amateurs
worldwide are invited to participate.
For a two-year period during 2012 and 2013, IOTA chasers are encouraged to contact as many
different IOTA groups as possible, and IOTA activators to play their part by operating from as
many groups as possible, with special emphasis on the less-frequently activated ones. The points
system adopted rewards 'Activators' with higher scores for activating the rarer IOTA groups.
Certificates and awards will be available to both 'Chasers' and 'Activators' to reflect attainment of
graduated bands of performance.
The challenge provides a level playing field for everyone, whether they are complete newcomer
to IOTA or are holders of the prestigious IOTA 1000 Islands Trophy, because everyone starts
with a clean slate on 1 January 2012. Furthermore, the long-time scale of the challenge means
that, should a participant miss a DXpedition to an island, there is a chance that he / she may be
able to pick it up at a later date if the group is activated again during the 50th Anniversary
Marathon period or, failing that, to replace it with another counter from the 1,100 activated
groups.
Prizes will be awarded to the highest-scoring individuals in both the „Chasers‟ and „Activators‟
sections and these will, if circumstances allow, be presented during the IOTA 50th Anniversary
celebrations at the RSGB Convention in 2014. Certificates will be available to other participants
who reach the specified grade levels.
Rules
General
1. The IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon takes place from 0000 UTC 1 January 2012 until
2359 UTC 31 December 2013.
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2. Its purpose is to promote the IOTA Programme during the lead-up period to the
Anniversary and to provide enjoyment and fun to participants by encouraging greater
activity from IOTA island groups and in particular the less-frequently activated ones.
3. There are two sections: „IOTA Chasers‟ and „IOTA Activators‟. Participants may enter
both the „IOTA Chasers‟ and „IOTA Activators‟ sections.
4. Participants must be licensed radio amateurs and will be required to certify that they
have followed licensing conditions applying in the country of operation.
5. Participants may use any band and any mode for which they are licensed.
6. Participants are urged to follow best operating practice as published in the amateur press.
Instances of bad behaviour may result in disqualification.
7. All participants, and in particular IOTA „Activators‟, are strongly encouraged to upload
their logs to Club Log (www.clublog.org), a free web-based tool for producing league
tables, log search services etc. The IOTA Committee may in cases of doubt use Club
Log as a tool to confirm the accuracy of applicants‟ logs, so uploading to Club Log could
in certain circumstances remove that doubt and secure the claimed points.
8. As the IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon is a separate event from the normal RSGB
IOTA Programme, applicants must still obtain QSL cards (or obtain confirmations
during the RSGB IOTA Contest in July), in the normal way, in order to count island
groups contacted during the 50th Anniversary Marathon period towards their regular
IOTA score.
9. The decisions of the RSGB IOTA Committee are final.
‘IOTA Chasers’ Marathon
1. There will be two categories of entry, single-operator and multi-operator / club. In the
single-operator category all contacts must be made personally by the applicant using a
callsign issued personally to him / her by the licensing authority. In neither category is a
combination of callsigns allowed, although mobile and portable suffixes eg /M, /P or /a
province designator will be accepted.
2. A two-way contact with a qualifying island in a numbered IOTA group attracts one
point. The same group may be contacted up to three times, each on a different band, for
up to three points.
3. All contacts claimed must be made from within the same DXCC entity.
4. Except where varied here, participants should regard the rules for the Standard and Club
Categories of Application in the 2011 IOTA Directory as applying.
5. QSLs are not required, but in the event of a dispute or doubt about a QSO, the RSGB
IOTA Committee may take whatever measures they consider appropriate to resolve the
issue, including asking the island operator to check his / her log. Uniques or near-uniques
will be subject to special scrutiny.
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6. Operators participating either as a single operator DXpedition or as part of a multioperator DXpedition may claim 3 points credit towards their score in the „IOTA Chasers‟
Marathon for each island group that they activate themselves, so long as they personally
make a minimum of 100 contacts during the operation. However, in accordance with
Rules 1 and 3 above, as an 'IOTA Chaser' they may only claim credit for other island
groups worked as an 'Island Activator' when they are operating from their own DXCC
country, using their normal personal call-sign and are not part of a multi-operator event.
‘IOTA Activators’ Marathon
1. There will be two categories of entry, single-operator and multi-operator / club. In the
single-operator category all contacts must be made personally by the applicant using a
callsign issued personally to him / her by the licensing authority. In neither category is a
combination of callsigns allowed, although mobile and portable suffixes eg /M, /P or /a
province designator will be accepted.
2. Points are gained for activating a qualifying island in a numbered IOTA group, as
follows:








For activating an 'All-Time' new IOTA: 50 points
For activating an IOTA claimed by fewer than 15% of IOTA participants: 25
points
For activating an IOTA claimed by 15 - 30% of IOTA participants: 20 points
For activating an IOTA claimed by 30 - 45% of IOTA participants: 10 points
For activating an IOTA claimed by 45 - 60% of IOTA participants: 5 points
For activating an IOTA claimed by 60 - 75% of IOTA participants: 2 points
For activating an IOTA claimed by more than 75% of IOTA participants: 1 point

The number of points associated with each island group will be determined by the percentage of
active IOTA participants who have claimed that group as of 1 December 2011. A list of each
IOTA group, with the number of points to be gained for making a contact with that group, will
be published on the IOTA website at www.rsgbiota.org during December 2011. The number of
points associated with each IOTA group will remain the same throughout the entire period of the
50th Anniversary Marathon, regardless of how frequently any group is activated after 1
December 2011.
3. It is not within the spirit of the 50th Anniversary Marathon for „Activators‟ to seek to
gain points for one or more very short mini-operations resulting in few QSOs. To
prevent this happening the IOTA Committee has decided that in order to qualify for
points all activations must be longer than 10 hours (from the time the first QSO is made
until the time of the last QSO), and at least 100 QSOs must be made.
4. Impact of activity: Multi-operator / multi-station and longer duration DXpeditions are
particularly encouraged in order to give more „Chasers‟ the opportunity to make a
contact. IOTA „Activators‟ will therefore be rewarded with „bonus points‟ as follows for
the number of contacts made:



Activity resulting in fewer than 1000 QSOs
Activity resulting in 1001 to 2000 QSOs
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0
2

bonus points
bonus points






Activity resulting in 2001 to 3000 QSOs
Activity resulting in 3001 to 4000 QSOs
Activity resulting in 4001 to 5000 QSOs
Activity resulting in more than 5000 QSOs

4
6
8
10

bonus points
bonus points
bonus points
bonus points

See Note 2 below.
5. In the case of multi-operator IOTA DXpeditions, all participants who individually make
a minimum of 100 QSOs may count both the IOTA group points and bonus points
towards their own „IOTA Activators‟ Marathon score if they participate for the full
length of the operation. Otherwise the score claimed must be reduced in proportion to the
time spent. See Note 3 below.
6. An „IOTA Activator‟ may activate an IOTA group any number of times during the IOTA
50th Anniversary Marathon period and claim points and bonus points on each occasion,
provided that at least 28 days has elapsed between the two operations. The period is
calculated from the time of the first operation‟s last QSO until the first QSO of the
second operation. If there are fewer than 28 days between two operations made by the
same IOTA Activator from the same IOTA group, the operation may only be counted
once. However, bonus points may be accrued up to a maximum of 10 for any single
activation. Amateurs who are full-time residents on an island or part-time residents for
more than four months continuous may not benefit from this 'repeat activations'
provision. Their activity will be regarded as a single activation attracting bonus points
once. See Note 4 below.
Notes
1. Island residents: Island residents (which include, for example, all operators in the UK,
Ireland, Japan, Australia and New Zealand, to name but five countries) are encouraged to
participate both as „Chasers‟ and as „Activators‟ in the 50th Anniversary Marathon. The
provisions outlined above will apply in all respects. Thus a resident operator on the
mainland of Great Britain would score 11 points in the „IOTA Activators‟ section if he /
she made more than 5000 QSOs during the period of the 50th Anniversary Marathon (1
point for activating EU-005 plus 10 bonus points). Similarly a resident of Tasmania,
VK7, who made 3500 QSOs during the period of the 50th Anniversary Marathon would
score 8 points (2 points for activating OC-006 plus 6 bonus points).
2. The maximum number of points that may be claimed for a single Activation is 60: for
activating a new IOTA and making 5000+ QSOs.
3. A „Multi-Operator‟ DXpedition is defined as one in which the same callsign is used by
more than one individual. (If two operators operate from the same IOTA group during
the same time period, but use different callsigns, this is considered to be two singleoperator activations.)
4. Repeat activations. See „IOTA Activators‟ Rule 6. Example 1: If an IOTA Activator
activated an island scoring 5 points and made 2500 QSOs he / she would score 4 bonus
points making a total of 9 points. If he / she returned to the same IOTA group less than
28 days later and made an additional 1500 QSOs, he / she could claim an additional 2
bonus points making a total of 11 overall. Example 2: If an IOTA Activator activated an
island scoring 5 points and made 4500 QSOs he / she would score 8 bonus points making
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a total of 13 points. If he / she returned to the same IOTA group less than 28 days later
and made an additional 3500 QSOs, he / she could only claim an additional 2 bonus
points (since the maximum available for a single activation is 10), making a total of 15
overall. Example 3: If an IOTA Activator activated an island scoring 5 points and made
4500 QSOs he / she would score 8 bonus points making a total of 13 points. If he / she
returned to the same IOTA group more than 28 days later and made an additional 3500
QSOs, he / she can claim the 5 points for activating the IOTA group again, plus an
additional 6 bonus points (since this is considered a separate activation), making a total
of 28 points for the two activations.
Awards
„IOTA Chasers‟ Marathon
Certificates will be available for all „IOTA Chasers‟ who score a minimum of 100 points. The
following certificates are available:






50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Chasers Participation certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Chasers „Bronze‟ certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Chasers „Silver‟ certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Chasers „Gold‟ certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Chasers „Diamond‟ certificate

100 points
250 points
500 points
750 points
1000 points

In addition, there will be a special prize for the highest-scoring „IOTA Chaser‟ in both the
single-operator and multi-operator categories on each continent, subject to achievement of the
'Silver' certificate.
„IOTA Activators‟ Marathon
Certificates will be available for all „IOTA Activators‟ who score a minimum of 15 points. The
following certificates are available:






50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Activators Participation certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Activators „Bronze‟ certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Activators „Silver‟ certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Activators „Gold‟ certificate
50th Anniversary Marathon IOTA Activators „Diamond‟ certificate

15 points
25 points
50 points
75 points
100 points

In addition, there will be a special prize for the highest-scoring „IOTA Activator‟ in both the
single-operator and multi-operator categories on each continent, subject to achievement of the
'Silver' certificate.
Applications
All logs must be submitted electronically. Paper logs will not be accepted. All applications
should be made after the end of the IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon period, ie not before 1
January 2014. The deadline for applications is 28 February 2014. Full details of the application
procedure will be available on the RSGB IOTA website at www.rsgbiota.org closer to the time.
Any questions about the IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon rules may be sent to:
iota.chaser@gmail.com or iota.activator@gmail.com as appropriate.
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QSLs
QSL cards are not required to support an entry in the 50th Anniversary Marathon. However, it is
expected that all entrants will QSL on request since cards are required for credit in the IOTA
Programme. Proven failure to QSL with an acceptable card could invalidate a claim for an
Activator's certificate or award.
(E&OE)
What can you do to help?
1. Take part in the Marathon as a „Chaser‟.
2. Mount your own IOTA operation or series of operations as an „Activator‟.
3. Persuade your local club to mount a club event from an IOTA counter.
4. Suggest a competition within your club to work IOTAs.
5. Organize an IOTA evening at your club, illustrating the thrill of IOTA DXpeditioning
with videos.
6. Help fund IOTA operations either through IREF (Island Radio Expedition Foundation)
at www.IslandRadio.org or directly
7. Remember every IOTA contact counts for DXCC and every contact with a DXCC island
entity counts for IOTA.
8. Promote the event in whatever way you think useful (does your National Society know
about it?).

Useful addresses

1. RSGB IOTA Website for the list of qualifying islands: www.rsgbiota.org
2. Questions about the „Chaser‟ rules: iota.chaser@gmail.com
3. Questions about the „Activator‟ rules: iota.activator@gmail.com
4. IOTA Committee (event sponsor): iota_hq@rsgb.org.uk or g3kma@dsl.pipex.com
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The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI

Macro economics

Now, I am assuming I was sent a serial
number, but in the QRM I missed it, as it
was only sent once anyway. Asking for a
repeat, I find that in his haste he has
departed the frequency. This is total false
economy because not only did I lose a point
for an uncompleted QSO, but so did he
because that QSO never made it into my log
anyway!

This has nothing to do with the current
economic situation some of us find
ourselves in, but the ongoing saga of the
extremists in our contest culture. They are
hell-bent on saving every nanosecond and if
you have seen the thread on the RTTY
reflector you will know exactly what I am
talking about. Contesting is about saving
time. I have no quibble with that ethic and
here in Norfolk we stress that when trying to
educate the new contesters. Obviously
cutting out the unnecessary chit-chat, or
repeating the number that has just been sent
to you as confirmation, is an essential part
of saving time and increasing the score.
However, I do feel that macro-dissection is
itself a diseconomy. I will quote an example
of what happened to me on a couple of
occasions.

Whilst talking about the exchange, it IS
supposed to be 001 and not 1. I had several
people, again trying to save time, send just
the one figure, and not the total sequence.
To my mind it is against the rules. If the rule
says it is a three-figure exchange, starting
with 001, then please use it!
The Moral?
Well, obvious really! You can be too curt in
your responses and quite easily lose points.
Just be a little more polite perhaps, with a
TU and the number twice and it would have
been a completed QSO. QRM is high in
contests and information can be lost quite
easily, so it‟s better to have a 100% QSO
rather than waste all the QSO time and then
fail to make the log at the end.

In the last BARTG contest I was on the
receiving end of somebody‟s idea of saving
time within a contest. After calling CQ, I
logged his call and then sent my usual
exchange, which is:
G3xxx 599 001 001 G3xxx k
I put the other person‟s call at both ends to
indicate to others who may not have seen
the first call (due to them still calling me)
the station I am working. I always repeat the
serial number twice in case the first one is
lost. Following this I would have expected
something like:

Logthengrab
I am not so sure about N1MM's logthengrab
macro. I think this is designed for RUN
mode in a major contest where it is assumed
that the station running has a great signal
and has a pile-up of stations that will wait.
It takes all the stress out of the "thank you,
now" process. No more fastclick-enterfastclick-thankyounow. Simply hit one Fkey and the entire process is automated,
with the second callsign coming out of the
grab box.

TU 599 002 002 k
However, in order to “save time” all I
received was:
&%(

This may be fine for the major events, but I
tried using this in one of the RSGB CC tests
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and found it a complete waste of time. The
CC test is more of a Sprint in that we only
have 90 minutes to make as many Qs as
possible. Is it realistic to assume that people
are going to wait in a queue?

F-Key that contains the LOGTHENPOP
macro and when you press enter or right
click in the RX window it will log the first
contact and send the TU Now and pop the
next call to work off the stack and send his
exchange. This way you don't have to hunt
for the correct F-key to press.

I found that it didn‟t happen and abandoned
the idea. It cost me dearly too, because I did
genuinely try to use it. I not only lost the
station that I had in the grab box, but also
the one that just called me! So, don‟t try
that, it is a waste in these short tests.

This becomes easier than the LOGTHENGRAB macro as you don't have to check to
see if you have the correct call highlighted
in the grab window.

Logthenpop

For those that are not familiar or have
questions about the use of this Macro,
Larry/K8UT has created a video that
explains how it works. The video is located
on the N1MM web site under the Support
Tab. The current copy of the video doesn't
reflect the new change made but gives the
general over-view of the Macro usage.

However, this sequence has just had an
update. I still won‟t use it in the RSGB CC
tests, however, but this came from Rick
N2AMG:
One of the new changes in the current
N1MM release has made LOGTHENPOP
simpler for use in Digital contests.

Mousey

Previously when Digital call stacking was
enabled to place calls into the call stack on
the band-map you had to ALT-Click on a
call in the RX window (which still works),
but now with the change that was made if
you single-click on a call it gets placed in
the entry window just like normal. But if
DCS is enabled and you're in run mode, you
can click on another call that has come back
to you and it will place that call in the Entry
Window and the call that was previously in
the entry window will move to the call
stack.

It is possible to use just the mouse for a
complete QSO. This is quite useful and will
save operations on the keyboard. If you use
the mouse for grabbing calls in the receive
window you never have to hit the enter key.
How to set it up:
In the digital window click settings and then
select Right Click = Enter not Menu. This
enables the mouse to become your enter
key. So your sequence then becomes:
Left- Click to grab the call
Right- click to send Enter which will send
his exchange
Left- Click to grab his exchange
Right -Click to send TU and Log the contact

This will be repeated for each other call that
is clicked on.
The main reason that I use the
LOGTHENPOP
macro
over
the
LOGTHENGRAB macro is if you have
configured the F-Key that contains the
LOGTHENPOP macro in the Main
CONFIG of the logger under Function Keys
that F-Key will become part of the ESM
sequence. When you finish working a
station and if you have any calls on the call
stack ESM will automatically highlight the

With very limited mouse movement and
four mouse clicks your have completed the
QSO.
This information came from Bill, W6WRT:
If you feel in an experimental mode, you
can take the ESM function a step further by
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using the mouse wheel to send ENTER by
rolling the wheel away from you and to do
the GRAB function by rolling it toward you.
This is really cool. To do this you have to
use AutoHotKey, a separate (freeware)
macro program. I won't go into great detail
here but basically you put the following
commands into an AutoHotKey macro:

This assumes that you have assigned the
GRAB function to your F7 key.
I also assign the right mouse button to send
QRZ?, very useful when running.
With this macro you can do practically the
whole contest without touching the
keyboard at all, and the only mouse-clicking
you have to do is on the exchange. Have a
look at the web site at

;ENTER
wheelup::send, {ENTER}

www.autohotkey.com
;GRAB
wheeldown::send, {F7}

73 de Roger, G3LDI

_____________________________________________________________________

Contest
Lee Volante, GØMTN
Welcome to the May „Contest.‟ To set the
scene, as I write it‟s early Sunday morning
and I‟m listening to the HF bands. There are
a variety of smaller contests ongoing this
weekend, but activity and band conditions
don‟t appear to be very inspiring. We‟re
moving into summertime conditions, and
that marks the end of the traditional autumn
/ winter DX contest season. Still, there are
many interesting events coming up, 6m will
come alive as the Es season starts and the
domestic RSGB programme has something
to offer right the way through the year.

Canadians, and also 5H3EE in a steady hour
on Saturday evening. Most of the Caribbean
stations active eluded me, but it was fun to
see what could be worked with an
artificially limited station. Keen QRP
operations will yield a far bigger haul than
that, I‟m sure, but the point I‟d make is that
it shows that even fairly restricted antenna
configurations can make QSOs in a contest
renowned to be a challenge. There‟s never
„no point‟ in participating. Compared with
trying to work rare DXCC entities by
breaking their immense pile-ups, some
casual contest operation is more likely to
bring some satisfaction in the form of QSOs
during a limited operating time. Let‟s return
to a discussion about QSO quantity versus
quality some other time.

This Digest should have some reports from
CDXC travellers from the Commonwealth
Contest in March, which I always enjoy
reading about. Despite some exciting highband openings just prior to the contest, the
24 hours of the contest itself saw conditions
frustratingly slip back into the doldrums.
That weekend I was busy again preparing
for my local club‟s radio rally, so had scant
time to call CQ BERU. As a little challenge,
I tuned around 20m with my yagi at its
lowered position of 14 ft, pointing north,
and tried calling a few stations with barefoot
100W from the radio. A 599 VK station was
worked first call, followed by a number of

Guest Operating

A few months ago on the UK-Contest
reflector there was a discussion around
guest operating. It was said that in many
other parts of the world guest operating was
far more common than it is in the UK.
Many other countries appear to have active
amateur radio clubs where club members
can operate from too. Perhaps this latter
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point is due to the differences in planning
regulations and the general public‟s attitude
towards antennas. There was some comment
that more people should welcome friends
and club members to their own shacks, so
that they may experience the potential of
(HF) contesting from what would likely be a
better equipped station.

Chris has operated many 80m CC CW
events, but previously only by calling other
stations. His contest software of choice was
SD, and even as I set up the memories and
the Enter Sends Message mode before the
contest started, Chris said there was
something to learn. There‟s no particular
one „right way‟ to operate or drive the
software, but Chris said it was interesting to
compare our different styles. It‟s a good
feature of SD in that there a variety of
different ways to log and send CW
messages.

A number of people replying to this said
that they had asked their local club
membership to try a contest, but there was
very little, if any, interest. Herein lies the
problem: whilst there is undoubtedly a
growing interest in contest operation
worldwide, and also in the UK, at times it is
still proving difficult to motivate new
potential contesters, or for those who are
getting involved, to then get progression
beyond the 80m Club Championships and
their VHF counterparts. Apparently
invitations to experience other parts of HF
contesting are being declined. Perhaps the
wrong questions were asked – rather than
ask for co-operators in a big DX contest, or
offering a station for a single op effort,
maybe this is too big a leap. Instead just
have an „open day‟, and work up to a full 24
hour or weekend-long contest with some fun
„how many can you work in an hour‟
challenges first.

Whilst I called CQ and responded to
stations, Chris was tapping out callsigns on
another PC. He was certainly keeping up
with 28-30 wpm. I sometimes fumbled an
exchange as the functionality of SD is
different to WinTest that I normally use.
Practice does make perfect – I should have
done some more preparation myself. The
K3 I was operating did make the band sound
less crowded, and the full break-in was
useful to stop sending wasted exchanges
when my transmissions clashed with
someone else‟s. As it turned out I didn‟t
have much better fortunes when the results
came out. But the following month Chris
was very pleased to report that he had tried
calling CQ in the contest for the first time,
and this had increased his previous best
QSO total in the series. That‟s the real
success from the activity, and we‟ve offered
similar visits to our club as a whole. So as
well as opening up your shack to others,
which could show the potential of HF
contesting, perhaps offer to operate from
others‟ houses too. Going to operate from
an established contester‟s QTH could be
daunting – so the opposite approach of
showing what can be achieved with a set-up
that someone else is familiar with could be
just as inspiring. Introducing CW or the
data modes to an SSB-only operator‟s
station could be eye opening.

There‟s another way to get people more
involved too. A few weeks ago I did a
„reverse guest op‟, whereby I was invited to
the house of Chris, G7DDN, one of my
local radio club‟s members, for a session of
the 80m Club Championship CW contests.
It was Chris‟s idea – he wanted to see how I
operated the contest, and secondly to see
what his station might be capable of in
(slightly) more experienced hands. His
antenna system and radio are better than my
own also for 80m, so it would also be a
challenge for me to see if I could improve.
How much of my usual results placings are
down to operating skill (or lack of), antenna
and radio performance, location in the
country, or just plain luck.

Entry Levels

Whilst mentioning the RSGB 80m Club
Championships, I was fortunate enough to
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make over 200 QSOs in a recent SSB 90minute event. It seems that there is enough
activity for several stations to work over
200 during the peak months of the year, and
it won‟t be long before the leading stations
are closer to 250. With this level of activity
the need to search the band decreases, as
higher rates may be achieved even at the
end of the contest by calling, rather than
searching the band. CQ calls need to be very
short and snappy.

of camaraderie, with several entrants having
a chat immediately after the contest to share
notes and scores.
Contest University 2011
The USA Contest University, held just
before the Dayton Hamvention in May, will
be back with an expanded programme for
2011. A new idea this year is to offer a
separate CTU stream for youth contesters,
but also sharing this online for those around
the world who are very keen, but simply
unable to attend in person.

There‟s certainly a large body of UK
contesters ready to take part in these events.
Yet it‟s interesting how so many of them
will not take part even if the format changes
only slightly. In the inaugural SSB RoPoCo
the main elements stayed the same in that it
was a short, evening time 80m SSB contest
with a 100W limit. Either the lack of a club
element, perhaps with local club organisers
cajoling members to get on air, or the
perceived complexity of the report, caused
activity levels to drop by over 60%
compared with the recent 80m CC activity.
It‟s a shame as the format seemed to be
universally enjoyed by those that took part.

At my workplace a recent „information
sharing day‟ was also recorded, with
presentation slides and the presenter audio
being saved for later playback by individual
unable to attend in person. Being able to
view presentations alongside conference
calls is commonplace in the business world,
and is now becoming simpler and more
affordable for us hobbyists to take
advantage of it. I‟ve mentioned before the
PVRC Webinar programmes that are
continuing to be a success this year.
Whilst undoubtedly there‟s a balance to be
made – convention organisers would not
want everyone to stay at home – there are
good arguments for allowing greater access
to these sorts of events via the Internet. For
the premier experience, including the faceto-face meetings and coffee-time meetings,
being there in person cannot be beaten. But
if the meeting is too far away, or there‟s not
enough time or funds for a trip, then
listening in (and even interacting) from
home can be a close second.

The frustration is that we can imagine what
a RoPoCo with 250 entrants would be like –
with a real balance to be made between
speed and accuracy. As it was, the activity
was low so the exchange could be quite
leisurely. Even so, towards the end of the
event some noticeable errors had crept in to
the codes being exchanged.
It‟s very similar for the RSGB (and
European) Sprint contests. When the Sprint
format contests see high activity there can
be a near constant stream of QSOs on a
frequency, without lengthy CQ calls in
between. Entrants move up and down the
band like dancers taking part in a square
dance. The inclusion of the EU Sprint
contests into the RSGB HF Championship
has boosted UK participation slightly.
However, overall the EU Sprint seems to be
entered by ardent fans who have entered for
years and who enter a large number of other
contests throughout the year. So there‟s a lot

On the Air
Apart from the Commonwealth Contest, the
other major HF DX contests over the last
few months have been the CQ WPX SSB
contest, preceded by the Russian DX
contest. Both events had very good support
and decent conditions. The high bands
during the WPX were interesting. 15m
became completely full during the morning
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and afternoon. 20m at times appearing to
only be hosting multi-transmitter entry
stations, with everyone enjoying the relative
novelty of a packed 15m. Despite this, 10m
was only sparingly open when I listened,
although on days before and since it has
supported many contacts. Friends have
reported the HF bands staying open well
into the night too, giving the strategists
something to ponder over to maximise their
overall score. When needing to weigh up
band activity, points per QSO, likelihood of
inter-continental
QSOs,
and
new
multipliers, it‟s not easy to be absolutely
sure you‟ve made the right band-change
decision. Several entrants noted the range of
DX stations on the bands, even if at times it
was a struggle to work enough of them in
volume. From reading the 3830 reports, the
contest was surely fun for the major multioperator stations, but for many of us lesser
mortals it can be difficult to keep up on
SSB.

hopping between modes kept up the rate and
interest. There was a degree of criticism
before the event regarding new rules, in
essence to minimise the possibility of
cheating, but there was no noticeable effect
of a reduction in participants.
Endpiece
It‟s high time I finished here and ventured
out into the garden as it won‟t be long
before antennas and supports become lost
completely in the undergrowth. If only
aluminium grown on „antenna farms‟ would
grow as organically. A final tip for the
month for those firing up lawnmowers:
don‟t forget about those radials you laid
down on top of the lawn a few months ago,
which have just about disappeared from
view. Your mower / raker will certainly
discover them. You would have thought I
would remember, but this year I didn‟t.
I‟ve not included any „meaty‟ topics such as
contest antennas, towers or amplifiers for a
while. If anyone has any experiences they‟d
like to share, please get in touch via the
usual methods listed on the inside front
cover.

In contrast to that the Russian DX contest
was far easier. I was only operating parttime, spending some of the evening with
family and getting some sleep. With the
focus on Russian multipliers, which were
generally easier to come by than keeping a
sustained rate to say the USA on SSB in the
WPX contest, and the ability to keep

73 Lee, GØMTN

_____________________________________________________________________

E-mail to the Editor
from MØVTG
Huntingdonshire as a county no longer
exists, which may lead to confusion with the
Hobbiton ARS! I would be grateful if you
would alert the raffle Promoter to this
possible source of confusion.

Sir.
With reference to 'Not the GB2RS News',
March 2011, I am anxious to be assured that
any prizes won by my selling raffle tickets
to members of the 'Huntingdonshire
Amateur Radio Society' (HARS) will be
directed to the rightful winner. The
difficulty arises form the fact that

Yours very sincerely,
David J. Howlett, MØVTG
HARS and CDXC member
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Not the GB2RS News




entirely clear what the cat is supposed to do
after you‟ve popped it a petal...). Anyway,
SOTA so called, of course, because it gives
you „summit‟ to do at the weekend.
________________________________

Many amateurs now emigrating to
escape high local noise levels
Franziska and now Liliane limbering
up for Friedrichshafen
Mexico applies for inclusion in the
SOTA programme

The GQRP Club, with its magazine Sprat, is
well known, but until now there has been no
equivalent for high-power enthusiasts. This
is about to change with the launch of the
GQRO Club and its magazine Splat. The
inaugural issue includes useful techniques
for increasing the bandwidth of an SSB
transmission. There will be a regular
column, „Breaking the pile-ups‟. In the
advertising section both Waters & Stampon
and Doomraker are offering key-click
generating kits with front-panel controls for
click intensity and transmitted bandwidth. If
you are a QRO enthusiast, this is the club
for you. [With thanks to G3KHZ. Ed.]
________________________________

To escape the ever-increasing high local
noise level, especially on the LF bands,
many UK radio amateurs are now seriously
thinking of emigrating to the nearest
offshore island. Indeed if they choose
carefully this might also be an interesting
one for IOTA. Possibly the only small
drawback is that it‟s likely to be quite a way
even to the nearest Tesco‟s (or Tresco‟s, as
it‟s known in the Isles of Scilly).
________________________________
With Europe‟s biggest amateur radio event,
ze German „Ham Radio‟ once again just
around the corner, the spotlight will be on
Fred‟s Harbour, otherwise known as
Friedrichshafen. Already that well-known
frequentee of the Friedrichshafen railway
station buffet, Franziska Frohmacher, is
limbering up to receive the usual influx of
UK radio amateurs keen to keep abreast of
the times and also learn a smattering of
colloquial German. With record numbers of
up-and-coming young amateurs expected
this year, Franziska has called for back-up
in the shape of her fulsome friend Liliane
Leckmeister, who will also be treating
visitors to the many delights of her native
tongue.
________________________________

A conference is due to take place in
Denmark next month to once again urgently
address the issue of socalled „special‟
prefixes, which now seriously outnumber
the boring old normal ones. On the air from
the Copenhagen conference centre itself will
be 5P1PFX and 5Q1PFX.
________________________________
Solution to Prize Crossword 45
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Mexico, with its many active volcanoes, is
the latest country to apply for inclusion in
the highly popular Summits on the Air
(SOTA) programme. Mexico‟s application
will be discussed at the next meeting of the
SOTA Management Team under „Matters
Arising‟. Indeed activity is already planned
for next weekend from the summit of the
country‟s second highest peak, the highly
active Pop a Cat a Petal (although it‟s not
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Digest Prize Crossword 46
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The winner of Prize Crossword 45,
March 2011: Alan Pickup, G3XLF,
Knutsford (via e-mail).

25

26

ACROSS

DOWN

1 School sent back pictures of Belfast, perhaps?
(5)
4 Agreement to reduce in size (8)
8 Choose journals from Scottish town? That's
novel! (8,6)
10 Collapsed in a blizzard? (6,3)
11 Tragic situation caused by sheep in the
outskirts of Dhaka (5)
12 Transport for those who are late (6)
14 Vital SMS translated for Rostropovich (8)
17 Skint and seriously smelly? (5,3)
18 First Lady welcomes publicity Democrat
initially avoided (6)
20 Sticker left by first murder victim (5)
22 Engraver seen in three states at end of the last
four months (9)
24 Ample librarian, awful dancer (5,9)
25 Gun girl determined, we hear, to make liqueur
(8)
26 Religious type of cheerful disposition oop
north? (5)

1 Chief copper starring at the London Palladium,
say? (3,2,3,4)
2 A small volume painter found in African city
(5)
3 State what's needed when jumper's had its
day? (3,6)
4 Crazy bird (6)
5 Settle me in post? This could (8)
6 Fleet making attack around the second of April
(5)
7 Dog followed and docked (9)
9 One who had a brush with a sad old rival when
drunk (8,4)
13 Boy to welcome black star (9)
15 Popular French author some studied initially in
northern city (9)
16 Something which is likely to happen if Arab
revolutionary starts to espouse terrorism
(1,4,3)
19 Lover is getting on - end of romance? (6)
21 Bulbs provided by Norwegian politicians (5)
23 Child I found in farm building (5)

Deadline for entries: 20 June
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CDXC LF Challenge 2011
This year has again seen a bumper entry for
the month-long LF Challenge and I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you all
for taking part and especially the regular
uploading of logs which in itself adds
another dimension to the overall experience.
Pos
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Callsign
MD0CCE
G3LZQ
EI9FBB
G4CMQ
G5LP
GW3JXN
G4DBW
G0VJG
G3YBY
J88DR

The table below shows corrected standings
for the Top 10 only as only current CDXC
members qualify to receive awards. A list of
the top 50 qualifying logs is available for
your perusal on www.clublog.org and
navigating to the LF challenge results page.

160
59
13
0
0
3
19
0
0
15
0

80
99
83
101
0
32
20
25
6
41
37

Congratulations go to G4CMQ, G5LP,
GW3JXN, G4DBW, G3YBY and J88DR
who will receive a CDXC LF Challenge
certificate for achieving a Top Ten finish,
but especially to the following people on
achieving the following . . .

40
121
83
4
97
64
65
74
63
63
58

DXCC
142
112
101
97
80
74
74
69
68
67

doing two jobs plus six kids and XYL to
keep happy.” Thanks Nobby, glad you
found some time to take part. Despite John,
G3LZQ, losing his Top Band antenna „early
on‟, he still managed to post respectable
scores on 80m and 40m using 4-squares for
each band - and is John throwing down the
gauntlet for next year, perhaps, as he wrote
“I didn't really intend giving it a go, but as
the month progressed I got more involved.
Just took QSOs as they came, no effort to
maximise the score - perhaps I should have
done and given Bob, MDØCCE, a run for
his money.” Now that will be fun to watch
via ClubLog.

Bob Barden, MDØCCE, 1st place overall,
160m and 40m band leader, John
Dunnington, G3LZQ, 2nd place overall,
Dave Deane, EI9FBB, 3rd place overall and
80m band leader. As you can see in the
above table Bob, MDØCCE, almost made it
a clean sweep for the band leader awards
this year being pipped to the post by Dave,
EI9FBB, who put in the effort to gain the
extra two DXCCs that made the difference.

Thanks again to all concerned for taking
part in this year‟s LF challenge and to
Michael, G7VJR, for the use of Club Log.
Let‟s now not forget that the start of the
second CDXC HF Challenge is but four
months away.

Nobby, GØVJG, submitted his list via email that contained 69 DXCCs worked on
two bands. As Nobby himself wrote “All
my QSOs where made with a homebrew
antenna from a tin pot garden 50ft long, I
think that‟s 69 QSOs with no 160m - not as
much time on this as I would have liked,

Jim Steel, MØZAK
Awards Manager
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