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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT
and we really don’t need those bands full of
what are, in effect, broadcasting stations. If
every country had such transmissions, there
would be no room for normal amateur
activity. Back in ’97 I said that news
broadcasts of the W1AW kind could
increasingly be carried over the Internet and
packet radio. How much more true this is in
2003! Even the RSGB’s GB2RS news is
available over the Internet via streaming
audio. Of course, GB2RS is also broadcast
on the airwaves, but restricted to 80m and
VHF, so hopefully these transmissions don’t
have an adverse effect on amateurs in
neighbouring countries. Am I the only
CDXC member who feels there is an issue
here – in those intervening 6 years I haven’t
seen anyone else raise it?

Our Chairman’s remarks last month about
some impending committee changes in
respect of treasurer and Digest editor has led
to slight confusion, mainly as regards
timing. Just to set the record straight, I plan
to step down at the AGM, assuming that
G3RFX’s nomination as my successor is
approved by the membership. However, as
Martyn will be on his annual ZB2
pilgrimage in September I have agreed to
edit the September Digest, after which he
will take over. Nigel G4KIU has had to
stand down as Treasurer with immediate
effect, so Nigel G3TXF has been co-opted
as his replacement and will stand for
appointment at the AGM. All financial
matters are now being handled by G3TXF.
Paul G0WAT has also resigned from the
Committee, and will relinquish the role of
Contest Co-ordinator, with his last contest
column appearing in this issue. Tim G4VXE
will take on the Contest role with immediate
effect. However, Tim is not standing for
Committee, which potentially leaves a
Committee vacancy to be filled at the AGM.

Datamodes, etc.
While looking back through some previous
Newsletters (it wasn’t called the Digest
back then) I was also reminded that we had,
at one stage, a datamodes column, written
by G4CRY. It lapsed, if I recall correctly,
due to Peter’s ill health. Fortunately Phil
GU0SUP has recently taken up the reins in
these pages. But are we leaving any gaps in
our
coverage?
How
about
some
contributions on HF satellite working,
SSTV or 10m FM? Or do any of you have
tales to tell about the VLF bands, which I
don’t believe have ever featured in these
pages? Do drop me a line.

K1MAN
I see from a recent QST that the FCC is
finally taking action against the (blatantly
commercial) K1MAN broadcasts on 14275.
I note that I railed against these in an item I
write to the then CDXC Newsletter editor in
July 1997. At the time I commented that the
ARRL ought to be making complaints, but
was muted because it didn’t want its own
W1AW broadcasts to be closed down. I
guess our transatlantic cousins consider
these issues to be domestic ones, but
unfortunately HF radio waves are no
respecters of national boundaries, so we all
suffer. With the sunspots declining, there
will be ever more pressure on 15 and 20m,

Congratulations
Finally, I wanted to congratulate Simon
Treacher on gaining his M3 licence and, I
understand, promptly working large
amounts of DX. So I guess that’s one fewer
contributor to his dad’s SWL column!
73 Don G3XTT
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Chairman’s Chat
John Butcher, G3LAS
anyone who could use this service let us
know. By definition, we have most of the
country’s top operators as members and
many of them are only too willing to help.

My rather pessimistic comment on the
weather in the March Digest has turned out
to be totally wrong. Can anyone remember
the time when rain used to fall from the sky?
Anyway, this kind of Spring makes us all
feel better and perhaps optimistic for the
Summer to come.

At this time of year we are beginning to
think about choosing a winner for the
CDXC Local Heroes Award. Last year, you
may remember, the inaugural award went to
Robert, 3B9FR, who was very touched to
receive it. Many people have commented on
the appropriateness of recognising some of
the unsung heroes of HF DXing. Over the
next two months let us have your
nomination for someone who has, over a
period of years, provided many QSOs as a
resident of a sought-after DX location with
little or no recompense or sponsorship. The
Committee will be deciding this year’s
winner in July.

Those of you who attended the Annual
Dinner back in March will remember a great
evening out. About 50 members enjoyed a
good dinner again at the Boxmoor Lodge
Hotel and afterwards Martin, G3ZAY, kept
us all guessing with an entertaining and
interactive presentation on his recent trip to
the Antarctic. Just how many species of
penguins are there? My lasting memory is of
the bemused fellow passengers watching
Martin’s antics as the far end of his 20m
dipole receded towards the ocean, having
become attached to one of the aforesaid
penguins. Fortunately, both the bird and
Martin survived the experience undamaged.

I would like now to suggest a couple of
ways in which you may like to help the Club
and/or another member. Our main activity
of supporting DXpeditions obviously
depends on our being able to sustain a
reasonable level of income. Most of this
money comes from members’ subscriptions
and the steady increase in numbers, now
approaching 600, is very encouraging. We
also receive a small number of very
welcome donations and we have wondered
whether some members might be inclined to
add to this in the form of bequests. Just a
thought, and nothing at all to do with my
being reminded frequently of my own
advanced age and declining physical
powers.

Our next event – doesn’t time fly? – is the
AGM and Summer Social on 19 July, chez
G3NUG. The formal notice is elsewhere in
this issue, so sign up a.s.a.p. Our President
has given his usual guarantee of fine
weather, so the pool should be well used.
Even before the AGM, on 8 June, we hope
to make an appearance at the Elvaston
Castle Rally near Derby. The suggestion
came from Ken, G3OCA, and gives us an
opportunity to make contact with members
and prospective members in another part of
the country. Why not come along for a chat
with like-minded people? There will be all
kinds of other attractions so it should be a
good day out.

As you know, we have increased the Club
subscription this year and it has been very
gratifying that no one has complained at this
action. Indeed, several members have taken
the trouble to comment on the value
received for their money. However, we
know that there is a small number of people
who have found it very difficult to maintain
their subscription in the face of ever
increasing demands on small and often fixed

Another way to keep our name in the news
and therefore to encourage new members to
join is to visit clubs around the country. We
can often suggest - or persuade - members
to give talks on various aspects of DXing
etc. which not only helps CDXC but also
helps the clubs themselves. If you hear of
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another, less well-heeled colleague. If so,
please let us know and we will do our best
to ensure that your donation is used to
extend the membership of someone who is
in a hardship situation.

incomes. We would like to find a way of
ensuring that such members could retain the
benefits of membership of a club which
clearly gives them great pleasure.
To
give
free
membership
would
unfortunately cost the Club money in terms
of the Digest and postal costs and this would
reduce the funds available for expedition
support. We think there may be some
members who would be prepared to sponsor

That’s all for now. I look forward to seeing
you at the Elvaston Rally and especially at
the Summer Social.
73 es gud DX
John, G3LAS

Presidents Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
and I look forward to seeing many of our
friends again. The pool will be warm (at
least 80°F, I promise) so do bring your
families and let’s hope for good weather yet
again. The AGM starts at noon as usual.

As usual I thoroughly enjoyed the Annual
Dinner and, from the comments received, I
gather that those attending enjoyed it too.
The final number was 49, about 6 down on
last year but I think that the realistic
capacity of Boxmoor Lodge is about 50.
The table layout seemed better than last year
and it was possible to get to the bar! Apart
from the shortage of gravy, Boxmoor Lodge
looked after us well. We are of course open
to suggestions for alternative locations for
the Annual Dinner.

The charge this year will be £7.50 per adult
(no charge for children). I believe the
charge has been £5.00 for at least 10 years
and, as a result, in recent years we have had
to subsidise the event from Club funds. Also
the committee members have been
providing the sweets and puddings but, with
our increased numbers, this has become
impractical. Soft drinks will be provided
this year. As usual, we’ll be holding a raffle.
This is an important source of funds for the
club so if any member has something to
offer, please contact John G3LAS.

Hemel is a reasonably central location with
easy access for the M1 and M25 (and very
convenient for the President!). Seriously
though, it’s quite helpful being able to pop
in to Boxmoor Lodge from time to time to
make sure everything is coming together on
schedule. Martin G3ZAY gave a very
interesting talk that was well received by
members and guests. Thank you Martin for
this and for the quizzes and give-aways. Of
course, successful events just don’t happen
and we should thank Shaun M0BJL, our
Secretary, for organising the dinner.

I’d like to encourage new members to come
to the AGM and Summer Social. There will
be lots of interesting characters present,
including some of UK’s top DXers and
DXpeditioners. Let’s have a good turnout.
The RSGB HF & IOTA Convention will
this year take place over the weekend of 31
October to 2 November in Didsbury, near
Manchester. There will be the usual CDXC
stand and display. Let’s hope that those
down south are willing to venture north of
Watford!

We’re going rallying again! CDXC will
have a stand at the Elvaston Castle rally
near Derby on Sunday 8 June. Chairman
John and I will be there so why not pop in
and see us (and bring a potential member
too!)

A large number of members have joined
CDXC during the past year and they may

The AGM and Summer Social will be here
at Further Felden on Saturday 19 July. Trish
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not have seen the club QSL card. This is
proving popular with 33 orders last year for
which we received a retrospective
commission of £79.50. These attractive
cards are priced very competitively, they
provide the club with useful publicity and
they generate some useful income for the
club. I’d like to encourage members, new
and existing, to support the club and place
orders.

programme similar to the IOTA Millennium
(IOTA 2000) Programme. We’ll probably
stick to the same successful formula that we
used in 2000 as this generated nearly 400
entries. As before QSLs will not be required
but this time we will probably have a
standard Excel-based application form and
we will try to handle everything by e-mail.
Members will know I am a Director (unpaid
of course!) of IREF, the Island Radio
Expedition Foundation. IREF was set up a
few years ago to fund IOTA DXpeditions
and here I quote a recent comment from
Mike AD5A, IREF President, “The growth
of IREF has far exceeded my expectations”.
IREF has to date sponsored IOTA
DXpeditions to over 40 rare island groups,
the most recent ones being:

Donations have been a feature of the past
few months. We received £1059 from an
anonymous donor and £100 from the Itchen
Valley Radio Club. The Itchen donation was
interesting in that they recognised that this
was one way in which they, as a local club,
could support DXpeditions. Let’s hope other
clubs follow their lead. Donations are very
important to CDXC; let me try to explain
why. Of each member’s subscription of
£15.00 approximately £9.20 is spent on
publishing and distributing the Digest
leaving a balance of approximately £5.80.
This is used mainly for funding
DXpeditions but also for our marketing
activities. There are, of course, no costs
associated with donations so all that money
can go to DXpedition funding. There is
another way of looking at this. We need the
fees from about 17 members i.e. £255.00 to
generate the same level of income for
funding DXpeditions as a donation of £100.

Jan-02
Feb-02
May-02
Jun-02
Jul-02
Aug-02
Aug-02
Aug-02
Aug-02
Sep-02
Oct-02

This shows that donations (and raffle
income) are very valuable to the club and
we thank those members who send in that
extra fiver or tenner. These donations really
help us.

Oct-02
Oct-02
Feb-03
Mar-03

My PP of March regarding contesting
produced a few uncontroversial e-mails.
Two members wrote to say that they had
uncompetitive stations at home because of
planning restrictions. However, they much
enjoyed contesting from someone else’s
station with decent antennas. This was ‘a
real outlet’ for them and helped them to
maintain their interest in our hobby.

Apr-03
Apr-03
Apr-03

VU2 various
T88SI
AH6HY/AH8
3V8KO
YE8XM
KL7AK
XY0OTA
8A3M
YE2R
DU various
by G3OCA
& Co.
V63RE
V63GH
V63WN
FO5RK
YC9BU/7
XF1K
DU various
by G3OCA
& Co
ZS1RBN
XY4KQ
KB5GL/5

AS-161
OC-248
OC-077
AF-092
OC-249
NA-222
AS-165
OC-250
OC-186
OC-090
OC-235
OC-126
OC-253
OC-254
OC-051
OC-252
NA-167
OC-092
OC-120
AF-064
AS-167
NA-089

It is really difficult for IOTA DXpeditioners
to raise funding and IREF does a great job
in supporting these activities. If you would
like
to
support
IREF
go
to
http://www.islandradio.org/. The PayPal
system used for credit cards payments is
fully secure. Donations seem to vary

Next year sees the 40th anniversary of the
IOTA Programme and we are having
discussions about running an activity
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between $25 and $250.

now been transferred to NatWest.

I would like to welcome two members who
have been co-opted to the CDXC
committee. Nigel G3TXF has taken over as
Treasurer and Martyn G3RFX will take over
as Digest Editor later in the year. As many
will know, Nigel G4KIU has had to resign
as Treasurer due to personal and work
pressures and I would like to pass my thanks
to Nigel for all his excellent work over the
past few years.

This means that all the standing orders will
have to be changed again but this cannot be
helped. We will write to all those members
who pay by SO in the next week or so.
Please bear with us.

Tim G4VXE becomes Contest Co-ordinator
and takes over from Paul G0WAT. Thanks
for your excellent contributions, Paul.

Dominic M0BLF has almost completed the
redesign of our web site. I think it will be
much improved and will include some very
useful facilities; hopefully we’ll have more
news for the next issue. Thank you,
Dominic.

Nigel G3TXF is investigating the possibility
of making subscription payments and
donations by credit card through PayPal.
We believe this approach would be
welcomed by the membership.

Members may have heard of the fiasco with
our bank Alliance & Leicester. They have
let us down several times in recent years by
not sending donations to DXpeditions
expeditiously. As a result, our logo has not
appeared on some DXpedition web pages
and on QSL cards, and we have not received
articles promptly. The most recent incident
occurred when we were given the wrong
account number and sort code for our recent
mail-out about standing orders. The
committee has finally lost patience with
Alliance & Leicester and our accounts have

We’re planning a further marketing
campaign in the next month and will be
mailing around 400 potential members. This
should bring our numbers to well over 600.
Finally, don’t forget the AGM and Summer
Social on Saturday, 19th July here at
Further Felden near Hemel Hempstead ……
and do bring your families and friends.

Secretary’s Update
Shaun Jarvis, M0BJL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Worked

Name

Location

M0AJT

147

Chris Towle

Grimsby

M0UTD

148

Mark Jones

Cheshire

MM3SCO

129

Gary Macleod

Sutherland

N2JSB

280

Terry Murphy

Florida
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

As required by paragraph 8 of the CDXC Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 2003
Annual General Meeting will be held at 1200 noon on Saturday July 19th, at the QTH of Neville
Cheadle, G3NUG, Further Felden, Longcroft Lane, Felden, Hemel Hempstead, HP30BN.

AGENDA

1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Acceptance of the minutes of the 2002 AGM

3.

Chairman’s Report

4.

Secretary’s Report

5.

Treasurer’s Report

6.

Election of New Committee

7.

Election of Auditor

8.

Any Other Business

Note that all committee members shall resign at the Annual General Meeting and, if they so
wish, be eligible for re-election. Therefore nominations are required for all committee
positions.
Nominations and items for AOB must be given to the Secretary prior to the
commencement of the AGM.

Shaun Jarvis, M0BJL
Secretary, Chiltern DX Club
May 2003
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CDXC Accounts 2002-2003
Your Committee is anxious to make amends for the late publication of the 2001-2002 accounts, and is
pleased to present the 2002-2003 in advance of the AGM, to give members the opportunity to study
them before the AGM. Thanks to outgoing treasurer Nigel G4KIU and to auditor John G3WGV for
making this possible.
INCOME
Subscriptions
US Dollar Subs
Member Donations
Software Sales
Advertising
Misc Sales
Raffles
DX Donations
Bank Interest
Dinner
Total Income

2002-2003
7222
215
1981
0
100
172
443
0
18
1248
11399

2001-2002
6719
0
618
0
675
267
401
0
22
1470
10172

2000-2001
5946
235
218
0
253
363
380
0
19
598
8012

1999-2000
5869
58
189
23
1147
375
20
200
0
1031
8912

1998-1999
5078
330
259
25
260
193
355
0
0
1289
7789

EXPENDITURE
Newsletter
Postage
RSGB/Licence
Insurance
Committee Exp
Trophies
Expenses
Bank Charges
DXpeditions
Dinner
Adv/Logo
Marketing
Total Expenditure

4541
1887
15
0
118
182
532
3
1961
1274
0
534
11047

3639
1631
55
105
160
149
643
8
2000
1375
364
927
11056

3343
1585
15
105
358
214
390
15
2800
789
117
0
9731

2832
1255
38
0
175
612
39
0
1935
1054
0
0
7940

2099
1054
20
0
204
403
193
0
825
1449
488
0
6735

352

-884

-1719

972

1054

Excess of income over
expenditure

BANK ACCOUNT STATEMENTS
Current A/C b/f
Income
Uncleared
Transfer from Deposit
Transfer from US Dollar A/C
Total
Less expenditure
Transfer to Deposit
Adjustment
Less cash

1694
11166
0
0
0
12860
10847
0
0
0

1772
9483
-700
5580
0
16135
13575
900
-34
0

2669
8011
700
1000
385
12765
8978
2000
15
0

3666
8912
-400
0
0
12178
7940
1000
481
31

2535
7788
0
0
0
10323
6735
0
-400
-8

Less US Dollars
Current A/C c/f

0
2013

0
1694

0
1772

58
2668

330
3666

Deposit A/C b/f
Transfer to Current
Other direct receipts
Transfer from Current
Interest earned
Deposit A/C c/f

1675
0
0
0
18
1693

3836
-5580
2497
900
22
1675

2817
-1000
0
2000
19
3836

1805
0
0
1000
13
2818

1796
0
0
0
9
1805

Assets
Current A/C
Deposit A/C
Digest Float
Cash
US Dollar Cash
Total

2013
1693
500
34
15
4255

1694
1675
500
34
0
3903

1073
3836
500
0
0
5409

2669
2817
500
31
358
6375

3266
1805
0
-8
440
5503
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DXPEDITION
EXPENDITURE
TN3B
K8O & K8T
CY0MM
ZL7C
DZ1MS, 4D0MS, DX0L
ST0RY
3XY7C
A35WE
HH6/DL7CM
TX4PG
$400 Donation to IREF
3B9FR

Congo
American Samoa
Sable Is.
Chatham
Philippines
Sudan
Guinea
Tonga
Haiti
Marquesas

150
150
100
150
200
250
200
50
100
150
261
200

Local Heroes Award

1961

TOTALS:

CDXC MEMBERSHIP
During the year, CDXC membership increased to from 540 to 584.
FINANCIAL PERIOD
This financial statement covers the period 1 April 2002 to 31 March 2003.
Nigel Peacock, G4KIU, Treasurer CDXC
AUDITOR STATEMENT
In my opinion this Financial Statement is consistent with the accounts of CDXC for the financial year
ended 31 March 2003
John Linford, G3WGV, Elected Auditor CDXC

RESULTS OF THE PENALLT TROPHY 2003
Jim Kellaway G3RTE, Awards Manager
A big thank-you to those who sent in their logs. It was very interesting to see what people had
worked over the month. In total 173 separate DXCC Entities were worked. The list below is
breakdown of these figure by band.
160 = 70 Entities

80 = 83 Entities,

40 = 154 Entities.

It was close run thing at the top but John Butcher G3LAS was the clear winner with Bob Beebe
GU4YOX a worthy runner-up. You don’t have to have a big garden to do well as Justin G4TSH
has only a small 30 by 12 foot plot with verticals. Puts me and possibly others to shame for not
entering! Below are the scores. Well done to you all.
PLACE.

CALL.

160

80

40

TOTAL QSOs

MODE

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

G3LAS
GU4YOX
G4TSH
GW3KDB
G4IRN
G3XTT
G3VPS

22
16
14
33
55
-

29
25
19
33
17
9
22

86
91
87
58
21
1
40

137
132
106
105
71
65
62

MIXED
MIXED
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW

The Penallt Trophy goes to the winner John Butcher - G3LAS.
The Tindle Cup goes to the runner-up Bob Beebe - GU4YOX.
_____________________________________________________________________
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POSTBAG
From Victor G3JNB:

encountered when working the magic of HF
with a few watts and a bit of damp string!

Re: ‘BAND ABUSE’ by G3LAS

The ‘joy’ of DXing through the ever present
cacophony can only be really appreciated
when the genius of operators such as
G3SXW and G3TXF enables them to come
straight back with a ‘Hi Victor… 559’. That
wonderful
feeling
of
personal
accomplishment or, dare I say, triumph, is
surely heightened by the fact that the
deliberate and outlandish behaviour of the
‘Ungodly’ was to no avail.

John’s heartfelt cry in his Chairman’s Chat’
for March with respect to the abuse of our
bands by those whose principal joy is to
disrupt the pleasure of others, set me
thinking about my own reaction to such
seemingly intolerable behaviour.
I had come to accept that this was a
relatively modern phenomenon that is much
in line with the conspicuous lack of respect
and consideration for others and the blatant
‘me first’ culture of our society.

So Brethren, take heart. All is not lost!
DX IS……still there for the DESERVING!

Then it occurred to me that, perhaps, it had
always been thus! Think back to the days
before high performance receivers and
filters. All but the newest DXers will recall
the splatter of over-modulated AM and the
buzz of 50 cycle CW cutting across the
whole band. Badly drifting VFOs, Fish
Fone, Loran and TV timebases were a
constant hazard for the HF operator. And
then there came the ‘Over the Horizon
Radar’ thing and, still with us to this day,
the wandering broadcast image and strong
rogue data transmissions.

73 Victor G3JNB.
From Chris G3SJJ: Don, just received
CDXC journal. What an excellent read
again. Lots in there to keep me occupied
whilst supposedly watching TV.
Thought I should comment on Roy's letter.
Firstly if the editorship or committee feel in
any way that I should make an apology or
even resign, please let me know and I will
do whatever is required.
As I explained at the beginning of the
article, it was meant to be very light-hearted
and was formulated over a few (or more)
glasses of wine in the company of eminent
DXers and Contesters. The discussion
continued on the flight back from FN,
punctuated with references to how Easyjet
could
expand
their
business
e.g.
Easymoney, Easygirls etc. Afterwards I
mentioned it to the editor of the Contest
Column and he then pressed me to submit
something. We felt that unlike maybe some
readers of RadCom, CDXC members were
more worldly and would recognise the
articles for what it was - Observations of
general operating practice taken over a long
time. (G3SJJ licensed 40 years this year).

It would be good to think that our own
societies could police the situation on our
behalf and, indeed, I have been guilty also
of the current trend to cry –‘Why doesn’t
the Government do something?’ when the
question of any form of abuse arises. But,
we know, do we not, that such actions are
more
often
than
not
impractical,
notwithstanding the excellent work done on
licence infringement in the States by the
FCC amateur bands Czar.
However, surely all is not lost? Certainly the
advice of our peers to avoid making any
response to these mindless fools is sound. It
is also true that many, eventually, do get fed
up with being ignored and go away.
I think that I shall now adopt the more
positive view that such pests are merely a
part of the everyday problem, along with
QSB, QRN and ‘deaf’ receivers,

There was certainly no thought that
contesters are a superior race. Interestingly
Neville's comment struck home. I have
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response received. – ed.).

come to the conclusion over the last few
years that I am not a very successful Single
Operator contester because I just didn't have
the staying power to sit in one place long
enough. Whilst professionally I am no
where near Neville's level, I can certainly
empathise with his views. Perhaps that is
why I prefer multi-operator events more, not
mention the socialising aspect as readers of
my GU8D exploits will have learnt about.

From Glynn GW4MVA: Hi Don, John,
G3LAS, raised an important point on
operating standards in last months
Chairman's Chat.
It has definitely deteriorated in the last few
years almost to the point (for me) of giving
up chasing DX completely and just
concentrating on contests. Even a return to
RTTY in the last year has not improved
things, I used to be very active on this mode
20 years ago but the advent of the sound
card has made it more accessible to all and a
DX spot on RTTY now brings chaos in the
form of poorly modulated signals and
stations radiating too many harmonics
simply because they do not know how
RTTY works (i.e. zero ALC for a start).

The observations still continue. There was
discussion on the UK Contest Reflector
after the AFS Contest this year and a well
known RSGB official, master DXer and
sometime contester was seen to ask about
orientation of 80m dipoles and the radiation
pattern. I felt like I wanted to be a DX
policeman - Up, Up, Up!!
A tune around 40m in the daytime will still
let you hear comments such as " The name
this way is ..." and "I am using a G5" This
is nothing to do with being pro-contesting,
just an observation. Perhaps the only
connection I can see to contesting/DXing is
that with the need to be a slicker operator
during a contest or when chasing DX, I
would learn not use this kind of language.

I rarely operate SSB so cannot speak for that
mode but on CW the biggest complaint is
that operators just do not listen any more, a
lack of expertise for sure plus it is obvious
that they were never Short Wave Listeners.
The other side of the coin on this matter is
poor operating by the DX station,
unfortunately there are not many operators
like G3SXW/G3TXF who can control a pile
up so well that they hardly ever get jammed.
Not sending your call often enough is the
main problem but even sending it regularly
will announce the arrival of the local comic
asking 'DX IMI'

I do hope this helps to ease the situation, I
would hate CDXC to have lost a member
due to my light-hearted tongue-in-cheek
look at Amateur Radio.
73 Chris G3SJJ

73, George. G3NOH

Just to digress slightly, yesterday I was
calling VP6DIA on RTTY, working split I
was 8kHz up, on checking my calling
frequency I find an Italian station (I5UIN
for info) calling me !! I told him what I was
doing and moved my frequency up 2kHz,
when I checked again he had moved and
was still calling me, this carried on for over
30 minutes. Why ?

(Understood George, though I don’t think it
alters Neville’s argument. In any case, we
all need to be aware that, in Region 1, at
least, band plans are voluntary. Any one
else have views? – Neville has been
surprised that George’s was the only

There are many 'Blame' factors, the Cluster,
the DXCC, the Annual Tables etc but they
are now with us and will not go away (you
even get abused on the cluster these days didn’t happen 5 years ago). There are also
many more DXpeditions plus others

From: George, G3NOH: Hello Don, I refer
to the PP in the March issue of the Digest.
Neville infers that there is an SSB only
section in the band plan. This is not correct
as CW is allowed throughout every band,
apart from the beacons section on some
bands and the satellite section of ten metres.
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wandering the Pacific putting more DX on
the bands on a regular basis, giving plenty
of opportunity to abuse. I feel sorry for the
guys who spend a lot of their own money
going to a rare spot only to have their
frequency jammed by some hothead.

PS No, I didn’t work VP6 on RTTY either;
got him last year on CW though :))

From Herb, OZ7SM: Dear Don, I think it is
about time to let CDXC have a sign of life
from me. After all, it is now 2½ years since
I took down the aerial farm at Gorcott Hill
and closed G0WAZ and made the move
back to my home town where I first put the
OZ7SM call on the air in June 1947. 1 left
my hometown in 1950 and actually returned
just over 50 years later!

The pace of life is quicker today, people
work longer hours so time for the hobby is
reduced increasing the frustration factor
when they don't get through first call. There
are more linears around, leaving the 100
watt / dipole minnows floundering until the
abuse syndrome kicks in 'if I can't work
them no one will'.

I enclose a picture of the present setup:
IC781 + Alpha 87A for HF with TH11 and
dipoles for 40 and 80 and IC7400 + ACOM
1000 basically for 6m but at the throw of 2
coax switches can double as HF rig. No
neighbours within 300m and a lovely QTH
overlooking a fjord and surrounded by
forests and fields.

There is also the CHEAT factor, I know
from being in Cyprus when ZC4 was given
separate country status how much cheating
goes on, hams using their friends calls - one
European country in particular stands out.
Standards have dropped in the training for
potential operators but if that were put right
tomorrow it would be many years before it
had any effect. The problem has to be
addressed by national societies and the
IARU, they have wrung their hands for too
long and need to take notice.

During my 10 years as a G I set out to
achieve DXCC Honor Roll and I managed
to work them all except VU4 and P5.
Since then I have worked P5 and VR6D, so
basically only the Andamans remain as a
target. I have changed my habits a little
since relocating home: I got married to my
girl friend from 1947/49 and as we have a
busy social circle and do a fair bit of
travelling, I work DX more casually for fun
apart from keeping almost daily skeds with
my old buddy SM0EBP and G3KWK and
G4PDQ and also George, 5B4AGC albeit
on a weekly schedule.

I worked 270 countries last year and except
for 1 or 2 all the rare ones were worked
before they got spotted on the cluster, this is
the old way of doing it but when you have
only 100 watts and a vertical it is the only
way. Perhaps the cluster could be set up to
filter out the rare DX and just leave the
mundane hi !
Finally, publicity. I remember Short Wave
Magazine in the 1960's used to publish the
names and details of operations that were
illegal or abusive where the culprit had been
caught by the post office and put up in front
of the beak, fines of a £1000 were common.
The authorities have the facilities it is up to
the RSGB to put the case to them although I
suspect the main culprits are beyond our
shores.

End March this year, both G3KWK and I
plus our xyls descended on Cyprus and we
had numerous outings to excellent watering
and feeding holes around the mountains and
beaches. At the monthly 5B4 Sunday
luncheon we met Ian, G4LJF, who apart
from sailing and hamming also enjoys
motorbiking. The photo shows 'the alien' in
his gear!
During one of our outings we visited the
P3A gang working the WPX SSB contest
from a vantage location near the sea. The
photos show the UA9 operator and the air-

See you in the pile-ups, listen long enough
am usually last !
73 Glynn GW4MVA/ZC4CZ
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conditioned power supply!

Local Heroes Award, writes to thank the
Club and also asks that we publicise his
correct QSL address, as some data sources
have it wrong: FELICITE, Robert, PO Box
31, Rodriguez Island, via Mauritius, Indian
Ocean. It is over 5 years since Robert
stopped using F6FNU as his manager.
Robert also mentions that he has some rig
problems. His IC-720 has broken and he is
using a very old IC-730 which is only
generating 65 watts into his vertical. He
would like to know of someone who might
advise him on how to do some maintenance
– can any members help? If so, contact
G3LAS, who is in contact with Robert.

And finally a picture of the 'Old Midlands
DX crew', I - r: Roger, G3KWK - Herb,
G0WAZ, OZ7SM and George, G3LNS,
5B4AGC.
Thank you for the link to ex-home in form
of the Digest and I am looking forward to
meeting many old friends at Dayton and at
the HF Convention.
73 Herb OZ7SM
(due to pressure of space in the photo
spread, Herb’s pictures will appear next
issue – ed.)
Robert 3B9FR, first recipient of the CDXC

CDXC 2003 Challenge
You will recall that members were set the challenge to recruit new members during 2003, the
winning recruiter being rewarded with a pair of tickets to next year’s Annual Dinner. Here are
the current standings. There is still plenty of time to get recruiting!
Position
1
2
3
4
5

Callsign
GU4YOX, Bob
M0BJL, Shaun
G3ZAY, Martin
G4VXT, Barry
G0PSE, Tom

Number of Applications
3
3
2
1
1

G3NUG’S ANTENNA SALE
FOR SALE - Following upgrade to mono-banders!
* Cushcraft A3WS WARC bands antenna with A103 30m extension. As new. Manuals
available. £245. (Cost new around £500.)
* Gem Quad – 4 elements – 5 bands. Reinforced boom, 16 fibreglass spreaders. Excellent
condition, Most original elements unused and available together with detailed manual. £395.
(Cost £1,000+ ex Canada.)
Buyers to collect please. Neville G3NUG QTHR Hemel Hempstead, Herts, 01442 262929 or email g3nug@btinternet.com
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NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
Due to space constraints, several items have been held over until the next issue. – ed.)
with semi-permanent licence (VHF only).
* Temporary operations by foreign amateurs
shall use the SV or SW prefixes, s
appropriate, followed by the original
callsigns and the appropriate identifier /P,
/M, /MM, /AM.
* The following identifiers shall be used for
portables etc:
/P portable
/M land mobile, mounted on a vehicle
/A alternative licensed location
/MM maritime mobile
/AM aeronautical mobile
* There is no provision for call area
identifier, if operating outside main station
call area; SV1AAA portable in SV5 will be
SV1AAA/P.
* There is no prefix reserved for Mount
Athos. SY callsigns and /A identifiers do
not imply a Mount Athos operation.

Useful Web Site
W2CQ, Bill, says this is a "neat DX
information and QSL site," with IRC/dollars
needed, DXCC charting of old prefixes and
Russian callsign conversion charts. It is
http://www.files.billnjudy.com
Topband: CQ Magazine Skewed Path
Article
Thanks to Carl K9LA, CQ Magazine has
given permission to make his August 1999
article "Skewed Paths to Europe On the
Low Bands" available as an Adobe Acrobat
.pdf file. It is referenced at the very bottom
of the page containing my 1991 SWL
article:
http://users.vnet.net/btippett/long_and_skew
_path_article.htm
and can be accessed directly here:

QSL Routes

http://users.vnet.net/btippett/Skewpath.pdf

Boye, OZ7C reports that his QSL manager
web page is back up and running at
http://www.qsl.dk/oz7c/ (the QSL and
Manager databases contain 336,368 and
17,570 records respectively). Weekly
updates will be posted usually on Mondays.

73, Bill W4ZV
Greek Prefixes
Costas, SV1XV reports the Greek amateur
radio prefix system has changed recently to
support the introduction of the new VHFonly, no-CW licence:

Conversion to Cabrillo format
If you go to this web site there is a
conversion program written by SM6BSK. It
is free to download. The web address
http://www.sk3bg.se/contest/download.htm.
It is at the bottom of the page. Good luck.
73, Bill N8KM

* SV1-SV9 = full HF privileges
* SW1-SW9 = 144 MHz and higher, no HF
or 50 MHz
* SZ1-SZ9 = club stations
* J41-J49 = special event stations
* SY1-SY9 = special event stations
* SX1-SX9 = special event stations
* SV1x-SV9x = voice repeaters and beacons
* J41xxx-J49xxx = digital repeaters
* SV0XAA-SV0XZZ = foreign amateurs
with semi-permanent licence (HF)
* SW0AAA-SW0ZZZ = foreign amateurs

Octavia Announces New Release of
Visual Callsign Database.
Octavia is pleased to announce the new
release of "Visual Callsign Database 3.0
ESD" (VCD), a most comprehensive source
of the Commonwealth of Independent States
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(CIS) callsign information. First released in
1990 as RandR Callsign Database, VCD is
designed to assist hams in successfully
QSLing the CIS countries of the old Soviet
Union. The updated version offers more
photographs and the most accurate and
updated listings. It covers all over the CIS
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrghyzstan, Moldova, Russia,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan) and provides instant access
to over 81,568 database entries. A 30-day
trial version is free to download from the
Octavia Web site at:

Low Band Chat

http://www.octavia.com/vcd/download.asp

Green Stamps/IRCs

AD3F, Gene Smar, recommends "Low Band
Chat," a new site at www.on4kst.com/chat
designed for 160m enthusiasts to talk to
each other on-line while trying to find each
other on the air, to compare notes, etc. He
says it's like "IM-ing for the low bands"
(AOL's instant messaging, which is what
teenagers do now instead of ham radio (hi)).
Some of the claimed attributes: No banners,
no "spyware," no pop-ups and no sharing of
your personal info to others.

W9OL, Bill, has updated his IRC and
Greenstamp web page. This is an excellent
tool to know how many IRCs or
Greenstamps to send to certain countries.
Check
it
out
at:
http://www.qsl.net/w9ol/ircchart.txt.

GeoAlert Wizard
Here's some new software to try - GeoAlert
Wizard. KU5S reports it "maintains updated
geophysical indices and displays the
information in a friendly - at a glance manner. The GeoAlert Wizard lives in the
system tray by default and retrieves updated
geophysical data when it is available." You
can find it at www.taborsoft.com/gawiz. It
is free for now, usage license good until
May 20, 2003.

Top QSL Managers
John Shelton, K1XN of the GoList recently
asked for nominations for the TOP QSL
MANAGER. He received good response to
his request and here are the calls of the 25
who received the most "votes" —KU9C, W3HNK, G3SWH, KK5DO,
WA3HUP, AKØA, EA5KB, EA4URE,
WF5E, K2FF, N7CQQ, KQ1F, VE3XN,
NØJT, WA4JTK, G3SXW, N3SL, DL7DF,
AA5BT, IK2QPR, DL5EBE, DL1NHK,
VK1AA, KB2MS, K1ER.

W9WNV Web Site
Don Miller, AE6IY (ex-W9WNV), sent us a
note about a new web site chronicling his
extensive DXpedition career (so far). Says
Don, "They did a good job on the page they
did for me." You can find it at
www.qsl.at/common/miller2.html. Thanks,
Don, for keeping us in the loop.

(Nice to see G3SWH and G3SXW in there.
G3TXF wasn’t too far behind, either, the
results appearing to be influenced by
number of cards handled as they are by the
level of service – ed.)

Licensing Information
OH2MCN, Veikko "Veke" Komppa, has a
worldwide licensing info page for 250
countries, updated often. You can find it at

DXCC Challenge
The new totals for the "DXCC Challenge"
have been posted on the ARRL web site. Go
to
http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/listings/ch
allenge.html#challenge.
W4DR,
Bob

http://www.qsl.net/oh2mcn/license.htm.
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Eshleman, remains at the top for another
year, making three in a row. K5UR, Rick
Roderick, is in second place, 30 bandcountries behind Bob's amazing 2,753.
OZ1LO, Leif, is the first European, fourth
overall. JR3IIR, Ichiro Ishino, is the top
Asian, 19th overall, with 2,560. LU2NI,
Carlos Ribas, is the top South American,
87th overall. ZS6EZ, Chris Burger, led
Africa with 2,071, which was 117th overall.
VK9NS, Jim Smith, was the top from
Oceania with 1,629, which put him at 293rd
overall. 1,064 DXers have achieved the
DXCC Challenge award by making contact
with 1,000 total band countries, 160-6M.

2003. N6RO, Ken Keeler, and K1TO, Dan
Street, will receive their plaques on May
17th at the Contest Dinner in Dayton. Also
OZ1LO, Leif Ottosen, who was inducted
into the Contest Hall of Fame last year, will
also be presented his award. One DXer will
be inducted into the CQ DX Hall of Fame
this year. That will be 9V1YC, James
Brooks, for his DX operations, support and
unique presentations of DXpeditions
through video.
SeaNet 2003
The 2003 SEANET DX Convention will be
held in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, November
27-30th 2003. The have a Web site at
http://www.seanet2003.com. The SEANET
Contest will be held on August 16 and 17.

(G4BWP is leading UK station, in 12th
place – ed.)
Paper Chasers’ Log is the Windows
upgrade for DXLog.

AWARDS

Several months ago, I purchased the rights
to DXLog from Drew Vonada-Smith,
K3PA. Since then I have been working on a
worthy, Windows upgrade to DXLog. In
addition to tracking DXCC, Paper Chasers’
Log tracks a large number of other awards.
Full
details
are
available
at
www.n0oks.com.

The following was posted to the CDXC
Website:
INTERNATIONAL PHARMACISTS
HAM GROUP
www.malpensa.it/iphg/index.htm
Dear Mr. Editor, we would like to inform
your readers about I.P.H.G. by an article on
your magazine. We hope You can help
I.P.H.G. to find more ham pharmacists.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH for your cooperation. Looking forward to receive your
news, I wish you best regards. 73 Andrea,
IZ7ECB

You may download and install the complete
program from my web site. Your entire
DXLog data file may be imported and you
may use the program to generate any of the
reports. When you exit the program, all of
your data will be saved. However, only 50
QSOs will be available the next time you
run the program. The 50 QSO limitation is
controlled by the initialisation file. When
you purchase the program, I merely send
you an initialisation file that removes the 50
QSO limitation.

I.P.H.G. INFORMATION
On March 18th, 2002 the I.P.H.G. has been
constituted to unite HAM Pharmacists, to
promote radio-initiatives, to establish
friendship and to help the people who needs
any possible aid the Group can provide. The
Group is apolitical and does not recognise
any difference of race and religion among
its
members.
Membership:
The
Membership is free and open to all those
that
are
both
Pharmacists
and
Radioamateurs over the world. At the
moment 127 Members in 33 Countries.

Let me know if you have any questions and
let me know what additional reports or
features you would like.
Mark, NØOKS
Hall of Fame
CQ Magazine has announced this year's CQ
DX and Contest Hall of Fame inductees for
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I.P.H.G. Story: The I.P.H.G. results from an
idea of Andrea Pagliula, IZ7ECB and Pier
Luigi Anzini, IK2UVR. Andrea, in earl days
of March 2002, made a search on internet
inserting the key-word "Pharmacist". The
search gave him many callsigns of OM's
Pharmacists. Andrea sent them all an e-mail
with the intention of making a Web Site
where to list all HAM Pharmacists over the
world. He got many e-mails in return, in one
of them Pier Luigi told him it would have
been nice to create a Ham Group open to all
Pharmacists over the world and he was
disposed to create a proper Web Site. After
some trials, the Web Site was built, with a
proper logo, a forum, and a page for each
member. Recently the Site has moved on a
new and stronger server. The original
members were about 20, and many other
still are joining the Group, from all the
continents.

her death in 1994, the Marquesa Maria
Christina Marconi, widow of the Nobel
Prize winner Guglielmo Marconi. Currently
all Marconista Award certificates are signed
by Marquesa Marconi's daughter : Princess
Elettra Marconi.

Does Size Matter?
Our revered President has produced the
following statistics showing how the Digest
has grown since 1990. On a more serious
note Neville has all the Digests going back
to January 1990. He would like to build up a
complete collection. Is anyone willing to
donate issues before issue 65?

And this via G3TXF:
The Marconista Award
The Marconista Award of the Marconi Club
ARI, Loano, Italy is available to radio
telegraphic/CW operators worldwide. The
term "Marconista" is used in Italy to
describe someone who is proficient in radio
telegraphy (CW). It is even used a
"professional title" by ships' operators and
other types of radio telegraphist.
Applicants for the Marconista Award should
either (a) submit a certified copy of a
membership certificate of a major CW
operators club (e.g. FOC, HSC, AGCW etc)
or (b) submit certified copies of QSLs for
QSOs with three different Marconistas.

Year

Digest
(grams)

Weight

Editor(s)

2002

500

G3XTT

2001

520

G3XTT

2000

490

G3XTT

1999

420

G3XTT

1998

380

G3XTT/G4DYO

1997

440

G4DYO

1996

420

G3PMR/G4DYO

1995

400

G3PMR

1994

240

G3PMR

1993

120

G0HSD/G3PMR

1992

120

G0HSD

1991

120

G0HSD/G3XTT

1990

70

G3XTT

Certification of club membership (or of the
QSLs) can be done by another amateur, who
is a membership of a national society (e.g.
RSGB).
The award certificates are issued in
numerical order. Applications should be
sent to Marconi Club Loano, P O Box 16, I17025 Loano, Italy. The award costs €10.
The original President of the Club was, until
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GENERAL TOPICS
The “No see me” – QSOs from Haiti
Written by Hans, DL7CM
Domingo – the capital. The following day
from Santo Domingo by a small Russian
flyer to Port au Prince.

Whenever a DXpedition is finished (H7DX
in Feb/March 2002), the “next one” has to
braise in the frying pan. Because there is the
permanent question: “Where do we go
next?” But like braising in the kitchen, a
complicated meal will take more time than
some fast-food (like EA8).

From there again by taxi to Les Cayes (abt.
250 km = 5 hours) in westerly direction.

Haiti stood on the top of my list. As every
time there was to clarify: where, how, who
and that refers to 4 elements: licence, travel
route, excess baggage, accommodation.

At last by boat to the island with the nice
pronounced name Ile a Vache (or simple
Cow Island), where we arrived Jan. 29th in
late afternoon. The chief of the hotel Port
Morgan, Didier and his wife Francoise gave
us a warm welcome.

Without the licence point 2 to 4 are not
applicable. So it was the first task to get a
licence. Jan K4QD and Conny DL1DA were
very helpful. A special thank you to JeanRobert HH2JR.

Any hotel in Port au Prince surely would
have been good enough for doing ham
radio, but if we do such a long trip, then
“palm beach” and IOTA (IOTA NA-149)
should be inclusive.

In spite of all diligence this procedure took
much time before November 2002. In
Central American countries a lot of
processes are slower and without
middlemen and free gifts there is often not
much to expect.

This awkward route had one big advantage.
Our baggage was always with us. So
nothing was missed at our new QTH.
In our opinion we had seen enough of land
and people. So it was time for ham radio.
Afterwards we ask your pardon, but also
radio hams have to sleep from time to time.
Unfortunately, there were not enough
operators for around the clock shifts.

Middle of November all cheap flights to
Port au Prince, the capital of Haiti, were out.
Just Air France announced flights with
2,760 Euro per person return. But since I am
not Rockefeller, I had to look for
alternatives.

At first we had to take up quarters, to
prepare the “radio room” and to decide
where to set up the 4 antennas. During the
next late morning all antennas were in place
on top of a hill.

Also the question “who” would join me,
was not so easy: no time, no money, too
dangerous etc. DM2AYO, Sid, said yes. He
is not DX-seasoned but was fearless
enough, in spite of reports from the German
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The ground plane (used for 20 to 10) was
set up very quickly. The 6m beam was only
good for South America. Only “one” EUQSO with CT made it into the log. The SWbeam looked into north east for Europe and
in the same wide leg, there was also North
America.

The travel route looks a little bit like a
nightmare:
On Jan. 28th a LTU holiday jumbo took us
from Berlin to Puerto Plata in the
Dominican Republic - north coast. From
there by taxi into the south to Santo

The lowband antenna could not be erected
in optimum place, although the metal roof
of our radio shack was a good ground. The
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own ones. But the “No see me”- flies were
absolutely new to me: little flies, 1mm long,
small rod formed with black body. Only
visible with good eyes but with a hellish
effect.

other end of the wire pointed to a palm tree
topped by a plastic water tube altogether
about 13m high. But sloping wires emit in
the direction towards the feed point. This
was exactly opposite to Europe and meant 1
S-unit loss. But there was no other choice.
The other side of our radio shack was
hillside down.

I looked like a crumble cake in raspberry
juice, but during the first time I didn’t know
why. Later-on I was told: this only happens
in the first 3 weeks, thereafter the human
body gets accustomed to them. That’s
another reason why the time of 3 weeks was
too short for this DXpedition.

So 160m was good for stateside but not for
Europe. On the other hand condx also were
not so good with the exception of 2 nights. I
spent many hours while calling CQ at
sunrise without any EU-answer. USA-stns
made their 4th dupe. The other lowbands 80
– 40m run all the better. I think the need of
HH could not be satisfied.

This means despite those 30C always wear a
shirt and use chemical weapons. Also under
my chair the pile of mosquitoes and beetles
grew, all killed during QSOs. Maybe
sometimes a “da ditditda” was not so well
done.

However good and quick it is possible to
work a stateside pile up (thank you boys), so
one must also say that they are absolutely
top in doing duplicate contacts.

I managed to get more than 12,000 QSOs
into the log. Sid made some additional
2,000 RTTY–QSOs and some in SSB.

20 and 17 m activity for EU seemed to be
difficult. During noon time, when in EU is
knocking-off time means main activity, both
bands are closed. In the evening the bands
are open in HH but in EU they are closed. It
only worked well nightly between midnight
and 0400 local time. But, this is also the
best time for 160 to 40m. So, to me, it
seemed to be more important to work on the
lower ones.

Every second day it was possible to give a
floppy to the secretary of the hotel. Our data
was mailed to N6RT. Doug made these data
available on the internet. A log search was
installed at http://dx.qsl.net/logsearch and
www.qsl.net/dl7cm/haiti.htm .
Those who like Black Africa can also fly to
Haiti. There is Africa in origin. We didn’t
see any white people with the exception of
the airport and at the hotel.

Always the same? You have worked 3 hours
on 30m, now changing to 40m. Latest every
second QSO someone will ask you, when
you will go on 30. The pile-ups were
amazing. Again and again it is astonishing
how it is possible to wake up a band to a
hellish life.

On the island there are no streets or ways,
just jungle paths. In a little village on the
other side of the island there should be
HH6JV, the catholic priest of the island. It
seems he never was QRV at all. We would
have liked to meet with him, but 1½ hours
on a jungle path (one way) was not our
thing.

The daytime temperatures of 30C went
down to 25 in the night, but the tormented
PA and struggled transceivers continued to
heat the shack, no air conditioning, no fan.
Maybe now it will be reasonable for all, that
from time to time a QRX of 10 minutes was
necessary.

From the neighbouring village we heard
music each evening, rhythm of drums,
wooden sticks and whistles. Voodoo is not
as common as it is told in the media.
Haiti belongs, along with Bolivia, to the
poorest countries of America. You should
take a lot of Greenstamps with you…

In Port Morgan I got a new experience. I
didn’t know these animals before. I knew
sand corn sized fleas, biting feet in height of
calf, I knew mosquitoes, half the size of our

_____________________________________________________________________
21

CY0MM
sourced, by kind permission, from the CY0MM Web page
were two options: make modifications to the
masts and antenna pieces or we use
George’s mini van and drive. We drove.
Driving had also the advantage of taking as
many stuff as we wanted and our radios
were in safe on the back seat of the car
unlike in the cargo of a plane. First we were
planning to use two amps and take an IC765
too, however there is a weight restriction on
the charter plane. The limit is 1100 LB
including passengers. Things got interesting
when Jim, N1NK offered his help and he
became the fourth member of our group.
Our body weight is 680 LB without any
food or gear so lots of stuff had to be
shipped ahead.

The story of CY0MM started around mid
May when Geo, VE3NZ and myself were
just talking about trips and DXpeditions.
Sable Island also came in to our mind but
we started to talk seriously when discovered
how much CY0 advanced on the “Most
Wanted” list. Being #35 worldwide and
even under #20 for RTTY looked very
appealing. We agreed and started to plan.
First was the timing. You can go to Sable in
the summer season but not much going on
the bands at that time so we were looking
rather an autumn trip. End of October
looked good with the CQWW SSB but we
thought we don’t have enough time to
prepare. We also wanted to be in the contest
so the obvious choice was end of
November. Beside the contest there were
other good reasons to go to CY0 at the end
of November.

That was the most difficult part of the
preparation. Everything had to be packed
the way to survive the shipping. If
something brakes or gets damaged we might
not be able to fix it on the island so it was
critical. Basically we had to ship everything
except our radios, food and a few antenna
and mast pieces. We were right on the 1100
LB limit. It is set because this is the weight
that the plane still could fly safely with if
one engine quits. And we didn’t want to test
if that was true or not. Unfortunately the
IC765 and my amp were too much and had
to leave them home. We took George’s
IC706 instead as our fourth radio. Jim
brought his TS2000, Nick his FT1000MP
plus his MLA2500 and I brought my
beloved TS930S.

Generally condx are good at that time on all
the bands.
It was full moon on the 19th and according
to George, VE3NZ this is the best time for
DX-ing. Most likely this will be the last
good chance to make large number of
contacts in the 23rd solar cycle on the
higher bands. Our predictions were right
and condx were really amazing. There are
also other factors we had to consider like
the weather. Because of the Golf Stream
Sable Island generally not a very cold place.
Archive data showed relatively good
weather between 15 and 25 of November,
however this is also the start of the storm
season in this area. All in all the time looked
right and we made the final decision, to go
in November. We were planning to fly to
Halifax, NS and then using a chartered
plane to the island. During preparation we
have realised we have a few antenna masts
and antenna pieces that would not fit on an
airliner and UPS or FedEx wouldn’t take
them either because of their length. There

Driving to Halifax was exceptionally
smooth in great weather. We have rented a
room at the airport hotel in Halifax. I just
asked the receptionist if someone checked in
with a name of N1NK and there he was, Jim
in the same hotel. Shortly after we met and
had a final check of our equipment list. Next
morning the weather was very nice. No
problem at the airport, everything was a go.
We left Halifax around 12:30 and after a
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smooth ride arrived on Sable Island without
any problem. We have started putting up the
stations and antennas immediately. First the
40m delta-loop that works on 15m as well
and Jim started operating with his own call
until we set up and start the computer
network. All the computer stuff was Nick’s
task and he did a great job.

160m was a thrill though. I have never
heard so many EU stations with such good
signals on this band. The 160m antenna was
a top loaded vertical made by Nick, VE3EY
with 32 radials. 18m up and two wire left
and right about 17m. The band was actually
so quiet we could hear anybody. Someone
posted a message on the DX cluster that
sounded like this: “worked CY0MM
without output on a clothing line”. Sable
Island is a very, very quiet place.

By the evening we were of course dead tired
and on top of that a bad storm hit the island.
We have realised if we choose 16th of
November as our departure date then
CY0MM would have been only a dream.
The weather turned bad for four days and
there was no flight in our out of Sable
Island.

We had three nice days with sunshine and
warm temperatures with a bit of fog, which
is not rare at all around this area.
Fog is one of the reasons of the so many
shipwrecks on Sable Island.

The storm was hitting us with 100 Km/h
wind gusts. We were unable to put up some
of the antennas. Only managed to assemble
the telescopic masts and mount the antennas
on top but we were not able to erect them.
Next day the wind diminished just enough
to raise the TH2MK3 but we were still
unable to turn it. It had to be anchored
against the wind. Some Hams were asking
us how come we didn’t turn our antenna in
this or that direction. This is the answer.
Same thing with schedules. Unfortunately
this kind of weather makes all the plans
useless and it would have been lots of
complains from the other parties. Now I can
understand the guys on 3Y1 or VP8S and
other remote, cold places. At least we had a
warm place to stay but what they had was a
shaky tent.

This area also known as the Graveyard of
the Atlantic. Actually the last shipwreck
happened in 1999 and its story was told us
by Dave who works on the island since
1998.
Two gentlemen rented a sailboat and
planned to cross the Atlantic from New
York to EU than to Africa, South America
and back to New York. They had of course
a marine map for navigation. Believe it or
not Sable Island was not on that map ! The
guys were sailing in “open” water. During
one night without knowing it they were
getting closer and closer to the island. Their
deep sensor’s alarm kept waking them up so
they turned it off. They thought it’s
malfunctioning. Finally the big waves
picked up the boat and smashed it on the
shores of Sable Island. There was silence
and thick fog all around.

The third day the weather improved enough
to put up the rest of the antennas and we
were in full swing. As we expected the pileups were tremendous. I was excited about
6m. When the antenna was up I have sit
down at front of the IC-706 and CQ-d on
.125. I couldn’t believe my ears, there was a
pile-up on 6m too! Worked 120 stations
and then silence. The propagation never
came back. I was able to catch a few
stations here and there from US but no EU
at all. Even the Leonid’s were very bad.
Heard only few pings and fell off the chair
early in the morning.

They were totally disoriented and very
confused because they supposed to be on
the wide-open ocean and had no idea what
happened, how they got in to this situation.
Sitting on the sandy shores they heard a
familiar sound, a car was approaching.
The truck driver almost ran them over. Their
confusion peeked when a big Mexican
fellow jumped out of the car. They looked at
driver then the licence plate number on the
car. It was from Texas. One of the fellows
asked the driver: “What latitude are we on?”
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put up an 80m top loaded vertical using
George’s 10m long aluminium pipe.
Quickly put up a couple of verticals for the
higher bands too and operated another two
days like that. When we were told we can
leave it took us only a couple of hours to
pack everything. We were already in the
jeep heading to the beach when heavy snow
started to fall. We went out to the huge area
where the landing strip was and we couldn’t
find it… The snow shower was so thick we
could see only about 25 meters. I had very
negative thoughts about flying in that
weather. The pilot can’t even find us.
Finally the snow let down and the sky
opened up just before we spotted the plane
on the sky. By that time we were really
anxious to go home. The flight was a bit
shaky and Nick and George were ready to
dump their breakfast but thanks God we
arrived before that.

The truck belonged to a Texas company and
they were doing some sort of a survey on
the island. The two gentlemen were lucky to
be alive and lucky to be found so easily.
During the good weather everything worked
perfect and we were able to turn the
antennas. We had no schedules who works
on which station and when. We tried to be
on whenever was possible, wherever we had
condx and it worked. Nothing lasts forever
so the nice days were over and we were
back to the storm. The wind broke the 160m
antenna right in half. The 40m was badly
bent and the wind was pounding and
twisting it.
It was night, the wind was hauling and I
panicked that this antenna will break too.
Quickly released one of the guy wires and
let it go. The antenna fell on the ground.
George saw it and wasn’t happy how I
handled his “baby”. Yapp, I admit I have
panicked, the wind made me crazy…hi. The
antenna survived though. We were in and
out and tried to keep the antennas in one
piece and lowered the WARC Yagi on the
mast as well.

A great DXpedition ended and we arrived
home safely.
We took a lot of pictures and using my Hi8
camera I made a 30-40 minutes video too.
Also we got all the action on high quality
digital audio for us as a treasured memory,
or for those who missed this expedition or
just want to hear again their contact with us
from the other side of the pileup. For more
info about these check our website:
http://www.dipole.com

The 6m antenna took a hit too. Nothing
broke but one little piece, an aluminium
shortening bar got lose and flew away. I
couldn’t believe my eyes ! I found it !
Antenna down, fix it and back up again.
There were a lot of things to do besides
operating on the radio. Specially our first
four days were difficult and had to stop the
operation for antenna repair or installation
quite often. During the CQWWCW we were
again in “one direction mode” because of
the wind. We tried to make happy as many
contesters as possible with the multiplier
and made 4,500 Qs

And last but not least we would like to
express our thanks to the groups and
individuals who helped us to make all this
happen. Their great help and sponsorship is
essential for DXpeditions like this. Also
would like to thank to all the Hams who
helped us during the two weeks especially
to Peter, VE3NWA who was managing our
on-line log and did a perfect job; G0JHC,
Neil and K5AND, Dick whose 6m
enthusiasms gave me a lot of strength
during preparation.

Our last day should have been Monday,
November 25th. The bad news came already
on Sunday evening about the flight
cancellation. We took down what was
necessary but the 80m ant was still on.
Never heard such a great condx on 80m like
on that Monday night. EU was so loud; they
were 40 dB in some cases but this ant had to
come down too. Then another delay so we

Northern California DX Foundation –
NCDXF,
German DX Foundation – GDXF,
Six Meter International Radio Klub –
SMIRK,
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UK Six meter Group – UKSMG,
GM DX Group – GMDXG,
OH DX Foundation – OHDXF
Oklahoma DXA (K5YAA),
Virginia DX Century Club (W4SD),
Northern Arizona DXA NADXA (NF7E)

JR2WCX, HS1NGR, JR1EFG, PA3ARM,
JH0BBE,
WV2B,
W1PL,
N5ORT,
VE3MR, WB8TGY, N6DMV, JI3BFC,
G0JHC, K2FF, KE8J, KT1J, JA8FRI
We wish to all of you a Merry Christmas
and a very Happy New Year in 2003.
Hope to see you from another DXpedition.

W2YC, K6BU, N5ID, NN0TT, KU4EC,
JA3EJG, G4CWD, VE3CR, K5LAM,
K7ER, JA3CWL, PA1555-R40 (SWL),
VE3BUC, W3JJ, W0SF, PA0WRS,

73 es DX

Lali VE3NE

9L1AB – DXpedition to Sierra Leone
by Andy Chadwick, G3AB (andy@g3ab.net)
submitting all the necessary paperwork. An
application for a radio licence was made to
the PTT office in Freetown with the help of
both Elmer, 9L1DX and Zbig, 9L1BTB the
two active resident hams in Sierra Leone.
After a few weeks, the call 9L1AB was
issued. Flights were booked from the UK
via Brussels and Abidjan with SN Brussels
Airlines.

Background
For over a decade Sierra Leone has been
plagued by political strife, military coups
and civil war. During this long period of
turmoil, 9L has steadily crept up the “DX
Most Wanted” lists. Although there has
been sporadic activity by amateurs from
Sierra Leone, a great demand existed for
contacts especially on CW, the low bands,
RTTY and 6 metres.

Equipment.

For the past few years I have been
continually checking the political and
security situation in Sierra Leone looking
for an opportunity to safely make a
DXpedition trip there. In mid-2002 I felt
that the time was right to make a visit
despite British High Commission advice
against non-essential travel to Sierra Leone.

The following equipment was packed into
two cases and a carry-on bag:
Two Icom IC-706mkII transceivers (second
one for 6m and back up)
(both with 250Hz and 500Hz CW filters).
Two switched-mode power supplies.
Acom 1000 HF+6m amplifier.

Preparation.

Toshiba Libretto notebook computer.

November was chosen as the best month to
make the trip. It was after the end of the
rainy season and coincided with the CQWW
CW Contest. The best location to operate
from in the Freetown area seemed to be the
Cape Sierra peninsula. The narrow Cape
Sierra Peninsula is located to the north west
of Freetown with the ocean on three sides.
A small bungalow overlooking the sea on
the north side of the peninsula was found
which I arranged to rent for one month.

RTTY interface – using Libretto soundcard.
Software :
CT in DXpedition mode.
Zakanaka and Logger for RTTY.
MFJ-989C ATU.
coax.

5 x 20m lengths RG8

10m long fibreglass pole.
Antennas : fan dipole for 40m-6m. ¼ wave
Inv. L for 80m and 160m.
Journey there.

A travel visa was obtained from the Sierra
Leone High Commission in London after

The flights to Freetown went smoothly via
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extending over the ocean were used to
support the ¼ wave inverted L antennas for
80m and 160m. Most of the afternoon was
spent laying out radials in the long grass
near the bungalow, which I later found out
was home to several snakes - spitting
cobras. Good thing that I didn’t know
beforehand !

Brussels and Abidjan and I arrived at Lungi
airport on the evening of 7th November
2002.
Lungi Airport is about 30 miles from
Freetown but on the opposite of the wide
Sierra Leone River estuary. There are two
ways to reach Freetown: by ferry or
helicopter. Paramount Airlines run a regular
helicopter passenger service several times a
day using old Mi-8 Russian helicopters
which I had booked a flight on.

The equipment was unpacked and set up on
a small table in my room. Unfortunately the
Acom amp had been damaged in transit –
but it still worked Ok, just some superficial
damage to the case and one of the knobs.
The rest of the equipment was fine and
before long the full station was assembled
and in working order.

After reclaiming my luggage and
negotiating my way through the customs
hall I made my way to the helicopter
terminal and waited for the flight to
Freetown. The helicopter made several
return journeys – I finally got on the third
flight will all my equipment and baggage.
The helicopters are very basic, dirty and
noisy – typical military transport type
aircraft. The night-time flight took about
15 minutes with the lights of Freetown
clearly visible in the distance. It was a relief
to touch down at the helipad near the UN
HQ near Freetown. The safety record on
this helicopter route is not good. There have
been several crashes in recent years the last
one going down in December 2001 just off
Cape Sierra with all on board killed.

9L1AB on the Air
At 1608z on 8th November I put out the
first CQ call on 10m CW. The first station
in the log was LA2QM. The pile-ups were
huge and I was to spend most of the next
month at the controls of the rig, the PC
keyboard, CW paddles and microphone.
Propagation from 9L was very familiar to
me as I had operated many times before
from this part of the world, having made a
combined total of over 100k QSOs from
ZD8VJ, ZD7VJ, 9G5VJ and 5V7VJ. West
Africa is a fantastic place for propagation
with good clear paths into the major
population areas of the world. Europe is
very close and on an easy North/South path.
The short path to Japan avoids the polar
region so signals are surprisingly strong,
especially on the low bands at JA sunrise.
An ocean path to North America provides
long, reliable openings from noon until
dawn. The most difficult area to work is
VK/ZL as the short path is to the South over
Antarctica. Most VK and ZL stations in the
log were worked on the long path.

A short taxi ride later I was at my bungalow
on the peninsula. It was late at night and
difficult to check out the local terrain in the
dark. That would have to wait until
morning. I was very tired after the long
journey. After a couple of Star beers I fell
fast asleep – tomorrow would be a busy day.
Setting Up
I woke up early and felt refreshed after a
good night’s sleep. An inspection of the
area proved promising. The QTH was very
close to the ocean with a good take off to
the north and west. There was a small TV
mast on the bungalow roof to which I
strapped my 10m long fibreglass fishing
pole. This mast supported the parallel
dipoles for the high bands and a 6m dipole.
Two very high trees with branches

The operating location was excellent.
Sloping terrain to the North and West, close
to the ocean and large trees to support the
low band antennas. Even with my simple
antennas signals were exceptionally loud,
even on 160m.
I usually operate 100% CW on most of my
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meet such a kind and helpful couple. One
Sunday afternoon we had a meal at the QTH
of Zbig, 9L1BTB.
Zbig (originally
SP7BTB) is now working for the UN as an
Aviation Officer. Many thanks to both Zbig
and Elmer for helping me to get the 9L1AB
licence issued and for their kind hospitality
and support during my stay in Freetown.

DXpeditions. However, given that I was to
be in 9L for almost one month and that I had
received many e-mails requesting activity
on various bands and modes, I decided to
operate on CW, SSB and RTTY and on all
bands 160m-6m.
Six Metres.
Due to baggage restrictions and that fact
that I am not really a dedicated 6m operator
I only took along a simple dipole for that
band. I had a second IC-706 as a back-up
rig, which I decided to put on 6m to monitor
and check for openings while I was
operating the main rig on the HF bands.
Elmer, 9L1DX kindly lent me his 2ele
HB9CV for the duration of my stay. 50MHz
conditions were at their best during the first
few days I was there – with brief openings
into North America and Japan. As time went
on, band conditions seemed to steadily
decline. However, over 950 QSOs were
made with 50 DXCC countries mainly into
Europe, South America and the Caribbean.

Statistics
Band

CW

SSB

RTTY

Total

160m

1259

6

1265

80m

2075

52

2127

40m

3294

259

30m

2811

20m

3770

1128

17m

3245

1053

15m

4655

1858

12m

4064

1638

10m

4211

3156

6m

550

409

Total

29934

9559

2811
355

5253
4298

413

6926
5702

101

7468
959

869

40362

Top Band.
40,362 QSOs were made on 10 bands and
three modes as shown in the table above. I
tried to make each band/mode slot available
to each area of the world depending on
propagation openings. Several stations in
Europe and North America made contact on
all 10 bands. Some with more than 20
band/mode slots !

The ¼ wave inverted-L for 160m performed
particularly well and was used on both
transmit and receive. 1265 QSOs were made
on 160m with 70 DXCC countries in all
continents.
Power Cuts.
Frequent power cuts are a fact of life in
Sierra Leone. I took the opportunity to use
the down time to catch up on the basics of
life – sleep/eat/shower/laundry. When the
power was ON I was usually ON the air !
On average I would sleep about 4–5 hours
per day in order to maximise operating time.

An entry was made in the CQWW CW
Contest : (Single Op High Power, All
Band). With a total of 5008 QSOs and a
final claimed score of 8.83 Million points.
Journey Home.
After 26 days of operating it was time to
close down the 9L1AB operation. The plan
was to pack up the equipment and antennas
on the morning of 5th December and take
the afternoon helicopter back to Lungi
airport in time for the evening flight to
Brussels. Zbig, 9L1BTB called around the
day before my departure and asked me “how
are you getting to Lungi airport ?”
Apparently the helicopters had been
grounded by the Sierra Leone Government

Away from the Pile Ups.
During my stay I did take a few hours away
from the pile ups to do some sightseeing and
to meet up with the local hams. Elmer,
9L1DX (ex OA8DX, 7Q7DX and P29DX)
is a surgeon working as a missionary for the
Seventh Day Adventist Mission in Sierra
Leone. Elmer and his XYL Angelica invited
me for dinner and it was a real pleasure to
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for safety reasons! Nobody had told me and
I’d been too busy operating to check with
Paramount Airlines. We drove down to the
Paramount office and they confirmed that
their flights were grounded indefinitely.
The only other way to get to Lungi would
be by ferry.

year. It is worth mentioning that the QSL
work often takes up more hours than the
DXpedition itself. A QSO is completed in
just a few seconds – processing QSL cards
can take much longer.
Conclusion.
All DXpedition objectives were achieved.
Over 40k QSOs were made in 26 days.
Three
modes
were
covered
(CW/RTTY/SSB) with activity on ten bands
from 6m-160m. Lots of time was spent
working on the marginal bands: 6m and
160m. QSO quality was pursued rather than
aiming for pure quantity of QSOs.

The next morning the final contact went into
the log at 0858z with JRØQKR on 12m CW
and I quickly started to pack up all the
equipment. Word soon got out that I was
leaving as a gang of about 10 local boys
helped me take down the antennas and
radials! With about 75kg of luggage the
long and tiring journey to the airport
commenced, first by road to the wharf in
Freetown and then, after a long wait in the
midday sun, across on the very crowded
ferry to Lungi.

This was a single operator DXpedition and
was financed without any sponsorship. All
QSLs will be answered 100% - direct,
bureau or by e-mail request.

The flights back to the UK via Banjul and
Brussels went without incident. The next
day I found myself back at home in the cold
British winter.

Special thanks to:
Dr. Elmer Ribyero, 9L1DX
Zbigniew Blechacz, 9L1BTB
“The Deserving” – thanks for the pile ups !

QSL Duties.
On arrival at home a larger than usual QSL
mountain was awaiting. 9L1AB cards had
been printed in advance by UX5UO so
direct QSLing started straight away. By the
end of February 2003, over 10,000 QSOs
have been confirmed directly. Bureau QSL
cards will keep me busy for the rest of the

QSL Address : Andy Chadwick, 5 Thorpe
Chase, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1UA
UK
Webpage : http://www.g3ab.net
andy@g3ab.net

E-mail :

VP2EN: Anguilla revisited after 30 years
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF (Nigel@G3TXF.com)
The callsign VP2EN was first issued to
G3TXF in 1973. VP2EN was then used
during a visit to Anguilla (which lies just a
few miles across the water from FS-St
Martin) after taking part in the October
1973 CQWW SSB Contest as one of the
multi-op FG0ZZ/FS7 team.

seemed like a good idea.
An exchange of FAXes and E-mails with
the Telecom Officer in Anguilla confirmed
that I could get the old VP2EN callsign reissued. That was a good start. A check of
various websites indicated that Milly’s Inn
on Anguilla was both a good radio location
and a “ham-friendly” place to stay. We
booked up for a week to include this year’s
BERU.

That was all a long time ago. Earlier this
year, while mulling over ‘somewhere
interesting to go’ for the 2003
Commonwealth Contest [BERU], a return
visit to Anguilla (thirty years on) suddenly

The journey out to VP2E was via Antigua
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from the highly visible VP2EC super-station
which has four huge towers, multiple
stacked HF beams and what looks like a
full-size rotary 80m dipole on a 200ft tower
with the ocean some 350ft directly below.
All this mega-station antenna hardware
towering over you from just down the road
makes your simple vertical antenna seem
really small!

(V2) and St Martin (FS). There is a frequent
ferry service across from Marigot, the
capital of French St Martin, to Blowing
Point on Anguilla. The crossing takes about
30 minutes. The Milly’s Inn location turned
out to be excellent in all respects. It is on a
north-facing slope just above the world
famous
Shoal
Bay
beach.
The
accommodation at Milly’s Inn comprises
four spacious self-catering apartments.

650 QSOs were made by VP2EN during
BERU. This was the first time G3TXF had
operated in the Commonwealth Contest as
anything other than as a G. Boy, it really
makes a difference if you’re “on the other
side” in BERU! The nice conditions on both
80m and 40m made it possible to work a
good number of G’s on the low bands even
with the modest installation at VP2EN.

The licensing arrangements for visitors to
Anguilla are extremely user-friendly.
Wycliffe Richardson, the Telecom Officer
on Anguilla, provides a warm welcome to
visiting hams. In fact Anguilla is the only
place that I have visited where the Licensing
Officer insisted that he comes and delivers
your new licence personally! Wycliffe’s
main job is being in charge of the
communications for the island’s Emergency
(i.e. hurricanes) Operations Centre.

Once the Commonwealth Contest was over,
the VP2EN operation focused on the
WARC bands where demand for Anguilla
(VP2E) was likely to be the greatest. Six
thousand QSOs were made in six days
operating as VP2EN. The last VP2EN QSO
was with CDXC Member Victor G3JNB on
20m at 1009z on 13 March 2003 – QSO
number, exactly, 6,000.

As this was to be a relatively ‘low-key’
operation, I took just an R-7000 vertical, an
80m dipole and a barefoot TS-50. The 80m
dipole was suspended from one corner of
the first floor balcony and run out across the
garden. Although the apex was at only about
25ft, being on a gentle slope straight down
into the sea made a huge difference. Some
50 G’s were worked on 80m with this lowslung dipole and 100w during BERU. The
R-7000 vertical was perched on the ground
at the side of the house. For a larger
operation, there would be adequate space
around Milly’s Inn for a couple of pole
mounted beams as well as some LF
antennas. Although for a major contest
effort you would probably need to ensure
that the other apartments were either
unoccupied or were occupied only by fellow
hams.
The only minor “down-side” to Milly’s Inn
as a location on Anguilla is the fact that it is
situated just one kilometre down the road

Band

VP2EN CW QSOs

80m

90

40m

1,245

30m

1,090

20m

438

17m

1,185

15m

207

12m

1,363

10m

382

Total

6,000
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FS/G3TXF/p: CW operation from Tintamarre NA-199
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF (Nigel@G3TXF.com)

FS/G3TXF/p operated from Tintamarre (aka
Flat Island) on three days in March 2003.
The uninhabited island is about three miles
from the nearest fishing port Cul-de-Sac on
the north-east side of St Martin (FS/PJ7).
The daily journeys out to Tintamarre were
made in a small fishing dinghy. We had
planned on being in French St Martin for
long enough to allow for a possible
maximum of five visits to Tintamarre. In the
event just three trips were made. On the first
planned day (Friday 14 March) the boatman
told us the seas were too rough for the trip.
However we were able to make the trip out
to Tintamarre on each of the next three
days.

Operation was limited to daylight hours.
The plan had been to get onto the island and
set up by about 14z each day. Unfortunately
this only proved possible on one of the three
days. The boatman who took us out to
Tintamarre was up all night fishing for
lobster and had difficulty in waking up in
time for our planned early morning starts.
The same boatman came to collect us each
evening at about 6pm local time, which
meant that operating had to cease by about
2140z.
Because of the limited daylight operating
hours the only areas worked were Europe
and the USA. The continental breakdown
was 62% Europe, 36% N America, 1% S
America and 1% RoW. No JAs were
worked and only a couple of VKs made it
into the log (but that did include CDXC
member Jim VK9NS).

The first day as FS/G3TXF/p netted 500
QSOs in just under five hours operating.
The first QSO was K3NA on 10m at 1618z
on 15 March. The second day was much
better with 1,000 QSOs logged in eight
hours. However radio conditions on the
third visit to Tintamarre were atrocious, and
only 300 QSOs could be scrapped into the
log, despite being on the air for nearly eight
hours. Three days on Tintamarre was
enough, especially after the third day when
conditions had been so poor.

Hopefully there will be at least a few new
CW IOTA contacts among the 1,800-odd
QSOs made from Tintamarre NA-199. The
last QSO from FS/G3TXF/p was Ian
G3WVG on 30m at 2143z on 17 March
2003.

The operation was ‘field-day’ style with a
generator as there is no infrastructure
whatsoever on Tintamarre. A small Honda
EU10i generator powered the TS50 and
laptop. An R-7000 vertical antenna was
placed on the beach. Unfortunately the only
easily accessible beach on Tintamarre faces
‘the wrong direction’ for Europe. The beach
faces just south of west, which together with
rising ground and dense foliage towards the
north-east [EU], explains the relatively puny
signal that FS/G3TXF/p had in Europe.

Band

FS/G3TXF/p CW QSOs

30m

84

20m

145

17m

306

15m

247

12m

850

10m

159

Total

1,791
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Philippines, IOTA, 2003
Ken Frankcom G3OCA (ken@g3oca.fsnet.co.uk)
light aircraft to Cuyo Island. A one-hour
stop over in Puerto Princessa saw us ready
for the Cuyo flight. We were met at check
in by some questions as to what we doing
but all seemed ok. As we waited a
policeman approached and said that the
chief of police of Cuyo would like to see
us!!!! We met a very large plain clothed
man who was due to take the same flight as
us, returning to Cuyo. After explaining who
we were and what we wanted to do we
found we had a real friend whom had a
relative, who ran the best place to stay on
Cuyo, Nicky’s Pension and he would take
us along and introduce us. Great, all our
accommodation problems solved.
We
boarded the 19-seater light aircraft. One
engine fired the other did not, we sat getting
hotter and hotter. Off we got again but at
least it was cooler in the departure terminal.
After about 30minutes we reboarded the
aircraft, I looked out of the window to see
fuel pouring out of a small pipe at the rear
of the engine which would not start. The
fuel formed a puddle on the concrete.
Nearby was a man with a “small “fire
extinguisher. I measured the distance to the
door, which was on the same side as the
puddle. Suddenly the engine fired the fuel
stopped running out of the pipe and much to
my relief we taxied ready for take off. One
hour later we landed at Cuyo Island airport
where the chief of police took us to a nearby
vehicle and we headed for Nicky’s Pension.

During my 2002 IOTA expedition to the
Philippines I had the good fortune to meet
Gil 4F2KWT a keen DX operator. An initial
e-mail suggesting
a second
IOTA
expedition met with an enthusiastic
response. The aim this time would be to
activate OC092 and OC120 both wanted
groups. Planning got under way with a
target date of March 2003. My trusty TS50
would travel again, this time a TA33jr was
available in addition to my wire antennas.
Gil applied for two special calls and was
busy checking flight schedules for Cuyo
OC120 and boat times for Calayan Island
one of the Babuyan group OC092. Due to
some delays with the licensing authority we
ended up with two sets of special calls
DX0C, 4D0B and 4D2B, 4D2C.
Departure date March 11th duly arrived, an
Air France direct flight from Paris had been
chosen avoiding the possible troubled
Middle East areas, a good choice as it
turned out with the start of the Iraq invasion.
The weight allowance on Air France was
35kgs which was fortunate as the TA33jr
alone weighed 11kgs. The long 14-hour
flight over Russia and China eventually
passed and I landed at Manila International
Airport on the evening of March 12th.
Passport control and customs were passed
without a question about my odd shaped
items of luggage, it must be my honest face
hi!! The usual confusion over where I was
to be met was fortunately sorted out by a
most helpful local hotel representative who
phoned Boysan DU1SAN who contacted
my reception party to get me and them in
the same place. Mike DU1MHX and Nicky
DU1JXP took me to the QTH of Boysan
who very hospitably had agreed to let me
stay until Gil arrived in Manila on 14th
March.

Nicky’s Pension turned out to be a complex
of 2 storey buildings on two sides of a
courtyard facing the road on the other side
of which was the beach. We looked in
horror, as at first sight there was nowhere to
put anything up in the way of antennas. We
walked round looking for possibilities. The
road was not wide and there were palm trees
on the beach side We spied a long, thick
bamboo and decided to put the TA33jr on
this and lash it to a small tree guyed to one
of the bigger palm trees. This meant a long
feeder, which had to run across the road. We

Nicky was to join us on the first island
OC120. Gil and I headed for the airport to
take the flight to Puerto Princesa on
Palawan Island from where we would fly by
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to call my XYL to tell her all was well and
that we had reached the first island.

found a local tree climber and he fixed the
feeder run high up so that we could clear the
roadway easily. One up, more to go. Next
we tried the2-element wire delta loop. We
got it up ok but it was so distorted and
adjacent to metal roofing that we found it to
be totally useless. There were two really tall
palm trees on an adjacent property. A word
with Nicky and up goes our tree climber to
about 40ft to fix a 40m loop, which tunes on
almost any band with an ATU. One of the
palms is leaning at a 30 degree angle to the
vertical, we invented a new antenna called
the “ stone vertical “ so called due to the
stone weight at the bottom which keeps it
hanging vertically with only a little
movement in the wind. We had 24 hour
power so we were up and ready to go. Two
operating positions under a thatched roof
along one side of the courtyard were set up
and having decided to use DX0C we put
OC120 on the air .Propagation was not all
that good but with Gil running CW, me
running SSB and Nicky DU1JXP working
both we made a total of almost 2000 QSOs,
trying hard for Europe and North America,
with reasonable success. Gil slept in a
hammock along side the stations ,Nicky
and I and shared a room nearby. The
proprietor supplied food and cold drinks at
regular intervals, the sun shone, there were
no insects we were a good team and we
enjoyed ourselves making people happy
with another iota island for their total .We
found our usually reliable forecast wrong,
each day I had my usual sked with G4YVV
and G4CWD for home news at 1200z. This
was the optimum time according to our
forecast. In fact at that time we had NO
propagation anywhere and it was not until
1600-1700z that we had propagation to
Europe. We were unable to keep any of our
home skeds on either island for the first time
in any of our expeditions. We were
disappointed that our friends at home were
unable to contact us We did work a number
of G stations, mainly the big stations in the
pile up, but in spite of calls for UK stations
we were unable to contact our home
operators. Martin G3ZAY was kind enough

Time to leave, the time had passed so
quickly. There are only two flights a week
to Cuyo so we had little choice but to pack
our gear, say cheerio to Nicky’s Pension and
head for the airport. We loaded all the
equipment and ourselves into the local
transport, a motor cycle with a roofed
sidecar. The trip to the airstrip taxed the
Japanese engine to its limits and on more
than one occasion I thought it would be all
out and push. There was the chief of police
to see us off. So after 3 complete days we
had to leave. The flight to Puerto Princesa
did not connect with that to Manila so we
had to spend one night on Palawan Island
OC128. The hotel had rooms leading off an
open path way lined with trees, up went Gil
aided by a long ladder and we soon had a
30m loop in operation. Signing DU1PXP/P
we made some 70 QSOs, no time wasted hi
!!
We reached Manila at 1130am.local time.
Gil collected his car; we dropped off Nicky
who was unable to join us for OC092 and
headed north. After 6 hours we reached
Gil’s QTH in San Fernando. We unloaded
all our gear and reloaded it all plus a
generator, large antenna box, cables etc. and
drove for a further 3 hours to reach our port
of embarkation for OC092. On the dockside
we meet Jimmy DU2JAK, Bobot DU2GAP
and Tante our mechanic who were to join us
for the second island. The boat had bunks
with mattresses mounted in rows on two
decks. We settled down for the 10-hour
overnight sea crossing. In this area the
Pacific Ocean meets the South China Sea
and the currents make the crossing a little
rough and I was glad that Gil had some
travel pills. We reached Calayan Island at
0730am and saw to our dismay that there
was no jetty. The only way to reach the
shore was to “carefully “ step aboard a
small boat. These boats have large
outriggers, which makes them fairly stable,
however the transfer was not without its
moments. Finally all our gear was
transferred and we headed for the shore. The
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bow protruded several feet so by standing
there and taking a good jump we were able
to get ashore dry footed. Father Butch
4F2BDR of the Order of Preachers met us at
St Batholamews Church, Calayan Island.
Our baggage was loaded onto a cart drawn
by a water buffalo and we headed for the
site of our operations. There are some 9000
inhabitants on Calayan, an administrative
building (empty) and an extensive Roman
Catholic Church and mission. We were to
be housed in a large 2-storey building
adjacent to the church. There were
bedrooms and a large open area in the upper
story leading out onto a medium sized
veranda. In spite of being tired after the
journey the team set to work to erect the
antennas. We had a Force 12 Expedition
package, which consisted of a 6el. Yagi
usable on all bands 20m –10m, additionally
the supporting mast plus the Yagi acts as a
top loaded vertical on 40m.

developing. Using all bands from 80m to
10m including WARC we made over 3000
QSOs approximately half on each mode.
After the first day when it was really hot a
cold front came in from the north and a
temperature of 70 degrees F suited me if not
the locals! The island is self sufficient in
basic foodstuffs, rice is grown and fresh fish
is on the menu every meal. A small group
from the World Wildlife Fund were using
the same accommodation whilst they were
checking on a newly discovered whale
migration route which appears to run
adjacent to the island. We found that the
main propagation times were 1200z to
0100z and again at 0600z to 0800z so we
adapted our down time to suit these times
and maximise our use of the openings
available. Many European stations were
worked and we had reasonable openings to
both the East and West coasts of the U.S.
The other operators with us felt that they did
not have the experience to cope with the
pressures of pile up operation.

The structure standing on the veranda guyed
to the concrete posts looked very
impressive. The TA33jr sat atop a section of
bamboo also suitably guyed; both antennas
were some 40ft. above the ground. All this
work attracted a good crowd and we had an
extensive local audience looking on in some
amazement. There was a 60ft. bell tower,
which was used to support one corner of our
80m. loop and various other wire dipoles
hung from the beam guys. There was only
power from 6pm till midnight so we had
brought a 220v generator, a 12v generator
together with a 110amph battery. We
adjourned to the mission house for a
welcome drink with Fr. Butch. All our
meals and accommodation for our stay were
provided free by Fr. Butch and the catholic
mission.
There
is
no
visiting
accommodation of any kind on the island
and we were very grateful for the wonderful
hospitality provided without which our stay
would have been a great less enjoyable

It was time to leave after5 days. We once
again packed all our equipment for our
return journey. There was quite a swell on at
the time of embarkation and it was a bare
footed climb aboard the outrigger canoe and
a quick jump onto the cargo boat before the
10-hour voyage to the mainland, this time at
least in daylight. We were tired but happy
that we had achieved what we had set out to
do and completed what we felt was a
successful activation of a fairly rare IOTA
group. We hope that those who worked the
operations from OC120 and OC092 enjoyed
our activity as much as we did. Our thanks
to those organisations who supported our
activities, namely the Island Radio
Expeditionary Foundation, The Nunsfield
House Amateur Radio Group, Les G4CWD,
Peter G4YVV, Peter M3KUI and lastly
Denise M0ADG for her continued
encouragement. Finally thanks to all the
wives of the operators for their forbearance
in supporting they're probably quite lunatic
husbands.

Propagation was better than that on Cuyo
Island and with Gil running CW and myself
on SSB we soon had some pile-ups
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It's Tuesday, It Must Be Niger
Roger Western, G3SXW (g3sxw@compuserve.com)
In February 2003 Fred/G4BWP and I went
to XT2 and 5U7. Here is the story.
DXpeditions are not always about running
huge pile-ups. This one is more to do with
preparing for future pile-ups. The main
reason for the trip was a reconnaissance of
5U7 for the VooDoo Contest Group's effort
in CQ WW CW next November. Our group
has been XT2DX this past two years and
our one-ton stock-pile of equipment is
stored at the house of Hugo/XT2HB in
Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso.
If this recce was successful we would plan
to move this equipment to Niamey, the
capital of Niger in November.

The Road to Niamey
Having put the gear back in storage again
we left at six in the morning, Tuesday 18th
February, for the drive to Niamey. This was
in a hired four-by-four with driver. From
Ouagadougou to the border is 380km (240
miles) and it is then another 120km (75
miles) from the border to Niamey. Distances
are large and population is sparse. This is
the 'Sahel', sub-Sahara, where the ground is
sandy but there is low vegetation and yellow
grass. The road on the Burkina Faso side is
in excellent condition. It is straight, flat and
well-maintained. This part of the journey
took just four hours, mostly rolling at 120
Kph (75 mph).

In order not to miss a trick Fred decided that
he would extend this trip to take part in the
ARRL CW contest with his XT2WP call.
He went down on the Air France flight on
the Monday before and withdrew the needed
gear from the stock-pile for a single-band
effort on 15 metres. He made 2,800 QSOs in
the contest for a new all-time world record.
Wow!

The border-crossing was interesting, to say
the least. There is very little traffic on this
route and not many trucks, so there was no
queuing at all. A typical border-crossing
consists of police, immigration and customs
for both countries, making six stops.
Leaving BF was easy, simply having to get
an exit stamp in our passports. At the
immigration-control desk a uniformed
policeman writes the details in a big ledger.
The only question he asked us was our
profession. Then we drove on and soon
came across a big sign on the side of the
road which said simply 'Niger'. At that
precise point the tarmac ended and the road
became dirt. It stayed dirt for most of the
journey to Niamey. In places the previous
tarmac had not quite altogether disappeared
and this was in fact far more rough to drive
over as the pot-holes were deep. On the dirt
sections we averaged 50 mph but over those
pot-holes it was more like 30 mph topspeed. Entering Niger was just as easy a
formality. This post was located some 20km
inside Niger.

I went down on the Friday and operated the
weekend on the WARC bands, making over
3,300 QSOs, using the Moonraker WARC
dipole antenna. This was hung on the roof
of the Splendide Hotel and was fed with 100
watts from one of our trusty TS930's.
Notwithstanding many WARC QSOs made
by our team in November and many more
by Fred during the few days before my
arrival I found the pile-ups huge. In 22.5
hours of operating I averaged 149 QSOs per
hour:
MHz

QSOs

Hours

Rate

10

1760

12.2

144.5

18

773

5.2

148.4

24

826

5.1

161.3

TOTAL

3359

22.5

149.2

Throughout this 320 mile journey we passed
through only two sizeable towns and a halfdozen small villages. We saw quite a few
encampments some distance from the road a few round huts built in a circle, joined by
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with 5U7JK by e-mail. Jim lives in Niamey
but unfortunately was to be out of town
during our visit. He told us to make the
applications with 'DRPT' and that he would
follow them up on his return. What on earth
was 'DRPT' when it is at home, and where
can it be found? We guessed it to be part of
the Ministry of Communications and sure
enough it turned out to be the Département
de Radiocommunications, Postes et
Téléphones. Having found them in Yellow
Pages and telephoned the Secretariat to ask
for directions (street addresses in Niamey
are non-existent or close to useless) we
arrived the next morning and were warmly
welcomed. The boss had spent a year
studying in UK and was delighted with
Manchester United's win the previous night.

mud-walls or reed-palings. We saw a few
herds of skinny cows or goats but no wild
animals at all.
Hotels in Niamey
Niamey is situated on the River Niger,
which is 200 yards wide at this point. One
of the main purposes of this trip was to
check out all the local hotels to find a
suitable location for our multi-multi contestentry. As a start we had made reservations
at the most expensive hotel, the Gaweye. On
arrival, however, this hotel was being
renovated and was like a building-site. They
never should have been still accepting
guests but they were. Having finally
unearthed our reservation the clerk informed
us that they had no rooms. Instead, they
telephoned to another hotel to make
reservations for us and we drove across
town to check in.

Everyone was friendly, polite, efficient and
most helpful. To be honest they did not
appear to be too much over-burdened with
work and perhaps welcomed the diversion
that we were able to provide. At one point
three toddlers had to be chased out of the
office, another time the intruders were two
goats.

In summary, we finished up checking out
the six hotels described as 'high-end' or
'mid-range'. Our sole criteria was suitability
for our multi-multi operation, and this
means mostly antenna positions. Three
hotels were immediately discounted as
unsuitable. Of the three remaining locations
one really was in a terrible mess and filthy
and the other – the Gaweye - was hugely
expensive, about $100 a night. In fact all
hotels are horribly over-priced for what they
can offer. The remaining hotel, and our first
choice as operating-site, was the Grand
Hotel. Whilst it does not have the high roof
of the Gaweye it has plenty of space and the
bungalows (with solid roofs) sit on a lip
overlooking a steep drop, from South
through West to North, and flat to the East.

We were given a three-page form to fill out,
but which was not at all onerous. We did so
for the six members of our group who
wanted a 5U licence, attached the back-up
documents (copy of home licence and
passport) and returned the next day when
the invoice had been produced, as promised.
This was 132,000 CFA (about £132) for the
six licences, and our invoice was duly
stamped 'Paid'. At this stage nothing further
could be done so we left the wheels to turn.
About Town
During the 2-3 days of our visit we of
course spent quite some time travelling
around the city. Niamey is quite large and
very poor. Roads are all badly pot-holed,
pavements are dirt, some street-corners are a
refuse-tip (literally). Many shops consist of
sackcloth and reed-palings. But the
population appears to be healthy and wellnourished and begging, though quite

The 5U Licences
The equal-first priority on this trip was to
find out about applying for 5U transmittinglicences. We already knew that licences
were available but, as is normal in West
Africa, they might take some long time to
acquire. This was the main reason for our
recce trip taking place some nine months
ahead of the contest. We had been in touch
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immediately noticed plumes of smoke
coming from a rear wheel. Cold water was
dashed on to the brakes for about twenty
minutes before they cooled down. But what
was causing the over-heating? We set off, if
only because it would be marginally better
to be stuck on the Burkina Faso side of the
border than in Niger, and slowly drove the
15-20km through No-Man's Land to the
border and the BF immigration post. The
brakes stayed cool. That was a relief.

common, was not often desperate.
Fortunately the climate is very dry, being so
close to the Sahara (13 North, 2 East), so
insects are few and it's not as smelly as you
might expect. Traffic-pollution is serious,
however. In the mornings the banks of the
river are lined with people doing their
laundry. It was hot, about 95F, and one
thing which was slightly disorientating was
that the clock was wrong! Niger time is one
hour ahead of GMT, presumably to line up
with France, but being only two degrees
East of the meridian it should of course be
on GMT. The result is that the sun rises and
sets at around seven instead of six o'clock.

But when pulling away from this post there
was an almighty shriek of screaming metal.
We stopped and took the wheel off, only to
finish up none the wiser - the brakes seemed
fine. We limped along another few
Kilometres, to the BF customs post, and
there spotted a sign which read 'Garage
Competent' which is French for 'Competent
Garage'. But there was no garage in sight.
The only thing at this point on the road was
an awning made of crooked wooden posts
and sackcloth. Under this was a bench to sit
on and a 'table'. Alongside was a car-wreck,
obviously dumped there some years earlier.
On closer inspection we saw that there was
also quite a large tool-box and a chap in
overalls. Things were looking up! He
quickly had the wheel off and discovered a
wheel-bearing had totally disintegrated. At
this point I feared the worst, but stayed
silent. Where on earth would we find the
replacement bearing in the middle of the
desert? The mechanic in overalls left us
saying something about finding a 'key' and
returned a few minutes later with a bicycle
which he proceeded to ride into the
distance, out of view. We were still
discussing contingency plans when - only
ten minutes later - he returned with a new
bearing in its Toyota packaging. Like
magic! Just imagine - all we can see is a
small cluster of mud-huts, a main road with
the occasional passing vehicle and the
relentless sun beating down. But apparently
there was a village just around the corner
where the required part was unearthed. Two
hours later we were on the road again.

Niamey is a city in decline - everywhere is
decaying. Apparently the only significant
natural resource is uranium. The price
collapsed around ten years ago and there
was nothing to replace it. As a result the
United Nations grades Niger as the second
poorest country in the world. Most people
walk or bicycle around town. There are
many mopeds and the smoke-belching taxis
are ubiquitous. One sees quite a lot of
donkey-carts and the occasional camel,
laden down.
Journey Home
After applying for licences and finding the
best hotel-QTH we headed for home. This
was to be back via Ouagadougou, the way
we had come. The ironic thing about this
itinerary is that our Air France flights
Paris/Ouagadougou and Ouagadougou/Paris
make a stop in Niamey. Grrr!
We knew that the journey to Ouaga would
take seven hours. Our check-in time for the
flight to Paris was seven p.m. We left at
seven a.m., to leave five hours for
contingencies. After all, we might have a
break-down or an accident, or be held up by
highwaymen (just joking!). As it happens
this was a wise move - we did indeed have a
break-down.
Having completed the 75-mile Niger section
of the journey, from Niamey to the border,
on those dirt roads we pulled into the
immigration post and came to a stop. We

But this time we had an extra passenger.
The repair bill was 25,000 CFA (£25) and
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believe it or not the three of us (driver, Fred
and me) didn't have it between us! We were
planning on flying straight home and had
left ourselves with little local currency and
the driver, of course, had very little money.
The 'garage' not surprisingly was unwilling
to be paid in foreign currency as the nearest
bank where it could be changed was 150km
away. So, the only solution was to take the
mechanic's assistant with us, change the
money and pay for his bus back to
Kantchari. I think this young chap was
privately quite pleased to have a little allexpenses paid trip! Arriving at this town
(1½ hours later) we found that both banks
were closed for the afternoon siesta. We
couldn't afford to wait for an hour until they
opened so we drove on to the next town, a
further 70km, arriving there just before 3pm
when banks open again. There we found a
modern cash-machine, withdrew the needed
cash, gave it to the young chap along with
the extra £3.50 for the bus-fare (back
220km), gulped down a cold Coca-Cola and
headed to Ouagadougou. There we met up
with the owner of the four-by-four who
repaid the money to us, no questions asked.

all the gear on-board.
As always on these crazy journeys that we
make around West Africa each year we will
not know until the day arrives whether we
will make it through customs unscathed. On
our recce we were not checked by customs
at all, but a bus-full of gear could well
attract rather more attention. Indeed, when
moving it all from Ghana to Burkina Fast
two years ago the customs-duty charged was
over $1,000. We shall see.
In other respects we are hopeful that
everything will slot into place. The licences
should be issued before then and the hotel
will welcome our somewhat strange
activities, as it will be a nice income-earner
for them. We also have local contacts,
Jim/5U7JK and Jim/5U7JB, who might help
us out of difficulties if any arise. We look
forward to working you in the contest.
73 de Roger/G3SXW.
VooDoo Contest Group CQ WW CW
Operations
Year

Call-Sign

1994

9G5AA

1995

TY5A

1996

5V7A

1997

5V7A

November

1998

5V7A

We applied for the call-sign 5U5A for the
group to use in the CQ Worldwide CW
contest in November. We are yet to find out
whether this non-standard (non-5U7) call
will be granted. But either way we are now
optimistic that this project can indeed go
ahead. The group will meet in Ouagadougou
and repeat the journey that we have just
made, but this time in a 30-seater bus with

1999

9G5AA

2000

9G5AA

2001

XT2DX

2002

XT2DX

2003

5U5A?

The flight home was overnight and full. Not
the best way to travel. We arrived in Paris at
5.30 in the morning where it was just above
freezing. The flight to London circled over
Heathrow for a half-hour due to fog.
Welcome home!
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IOTA CORNER
captain to give to me and my wife a trip by
his boat to the beach. We left the house boat
around 9.45 AM going to the beach, a short
travel of about 150 yards. The boat stopped
at about 60 feet from the beach, because at
that point there was only two feet of water.
We jumped in the water that was in some
way cold and we walked to the beach, going
back and for several time, transporting the
generator, the radio, the antennas, cables,
table chairs, a beach umbrella that we could
not use because of the strong wind, and after
about one hour and 15 minutes KB5GL/5
NA 89 was on the air. Friday, April, 25,
2003 I stopped the operation after about
seven hours, with the A index of 20 and the
K 4. I had in the log about 460 QSOs, 80%
of those with EU. On the island I left only
the antenna with a couple of chairs, bringing
back all the other boxes (radio, generator,
cables etc.). We went back to the house boat
were we stayed over night. Next day we left
the house boat at 6.15 AM local time going
back to the beach. Around 7.00 AM I was
back on the air, the A index was 25 and the
K 4, I was thinking today will be bad,
because the propagation, but with my
surprise I was able to work after 15 minutes
in 14.MHz about 12 JA stations, one DU1,
and a VK8 station. On 21Mhz I worked a lot
of Europeans, with a big pileup, EA9 and
also central and South America and USA. I
stopped at 1.00 PM local time because the
wind went down to 5 miles per hour and the
gnats (mosquitoes) arrived in millions and
started to bite me and my wife, I had gnats
all over in my ears in my nose, in my arms,
my legs, I mean all over. I decided to stop
and in record time we packed every things I
called the captain with my cellular phone
and we went back to the house boat and
after one hour we left going back home. I
had in my log over 800 QSOs with six
continents.

The NA-089 Story by Silvano KB5GL
(Tnx to IREF for this write-up)
Hello dear friends: Just came back from
Breton Island NA 89. I and my wife Adele
and the captain Ryan with his very fast 32
feet boat that had two 250 HP each out
board engine, with GPS and etc., left
Venice, Louisiana Thursday, April, 25 at 3.
30 PM local time. I was concerning about
the weather, a big storm was arriving in
Louisiana, and the marine radio weather
advice was giving for Buras and the area
where we were going in the Gulf of Mexico,
wind of 35 mile, gusting over 40 with sea
wave between 5 and 7 feet. After we left the
marina club in Venice, we passed across in
the other side of the Mississippi River and
we went through the bayou Colette for
about ten miles at a speed of about 36 miles
per hour; So far so good, we were
navigating inside the bayou, but when we
went out side in the Gulf of Mexico, the sea
was very rough, with 4 to 6 feet wave; My
wife was scared, the captain reduced the
boat speed to 15/18 miles per hour , at that
point Breton Island was at about 11 miles.
We arrived in Breton Island around 4.35 PM
local time after about one hour. I and my
wife stayed over night in the captain house
boat. The wind was strong, coming from SE
at 35/40 miles. The house boat was anchor
in piling in the middle of a small bay in
Breton Island, was like a small motel with
18 rooms for people that like to go fishing.
The service was nice, there was a nice
dining room and a well equipped kitchen
and a satellite TV. The next morning the
wind was blowing at about 30/35 miles and
the pressure was rising. I suppose to go in
the beach to operate early at 6.30 AM local
time and with hope that wind was going
down in strength, after two hours delay, I
decided to go anyway and I asked to the

_____________________________________________________________________
38

The following updates are from Roger
G3KMA, IOTA Program Manager:

OC-237 YC3DIK/P Madura Is (Dec 2002)
OC-237 YC3MM/P Madura Is (Dec 2002)
OC-251 VI3JPI Lady Julia Percy Island
(September 2002)

New IOTA Reference Numbers Issued
AF-093/Pr J5 Guinea-Bissau Coastal
Region group
NA-223/Pr HR Gracias a Dios Departmant
group
NA-224/Pr XE1 Veracruz State South group

SA-085 3G1P Pan de Azucar Is (Mar 2003)
Operations from which Validation
Material is awaited as at 1 April 2003:
AF-093/Pr J5UCW Pecixe Is (Mar 2003)
EU-186 TB05GF Gokceada Is (Aug 2002)
EU-186 YM05GF Gokceada Is (Aug 2002)
NA-223/Pr HQ8V Vivorillo Cays (Mar 03)
NA-224/Pr XF2IH Enmedio Is (Mar 2003)
OC-092 4D2B Babuyan Is (March 2003)
OC-120 DX0C Cuyo Is (March 2003)
OC-231 P29VMS Nissan Is (February
2003)
OC-242 YE8A Taka' Bonerate Is (Mar 03)
OC-256/Pr P29VMS Tulun Is (Jan 2003)
OC-257/Pr P29VMS Nuguria Islands
(January/February 2003)
OC-258/Pr P29VMS Muschu Is (Feb 2003)
OC-259/Pr V60A Nukuoro Atoll (Mar 03)
OC-259/Pr V60Z Nukuoro Atoll (Mar 03)
SA-060 ZW8P Cotijuba Island (Decr 2002)
SA-070 3G5Q Quiriquina Island (Feb 2003)

OC-251 VK3 Victoria State West group
OC-258/Pr P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal
Islands North
OC-259/Pr V63 Nukuoro Atoll
Provisional IOTA Reference Numbers
as at 1 April 2003
AF-093/Pr J5 Guinea-Bissau Coastal
Region group
NA-223/Pr HR Gracias a Dios Departmant
group
NA-224/Pr XE1 Veracruz State South group
OC-256/Pr P2 Kilinailau (Tulun) Islands
OC-257/Pr P2 Nuguria Islands
OC-258/Pr P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal
Islands North
OC-259/Pr V63 Nukuoro Atoll

Note: Checkpoints are not authorised to
credit QSL cards for an operation where
validation is required.

Operations which have provided
Acceptable Validation Material
NA-167 XF1K El Pelicano Is (Feb 2003)

SWL NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525
With conditions so poor, it seems that
CDXC listeners have no really worthwhile
operating news this time around. Things
have changed at this QTH as RS177448 is
now M3CVN. He has already worked 91
DXCC entities using 10w in six weeks of
receiving his licence. So, Simon is now in

the shack more than I am! He may provide a
brief article next time on how easy it was to
work 100 DXCC entities so quickly using
just 10w!
With little of note to report, I am grateful to
David Whitaker BRS25429, who has used
the poor conditions to our advantage by
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year it was reading 204. This year it was
155. Although this shows quite a drop only
last week we had solar flux readings of
below 100 on several days. Help some
people may say! But look at it this way. If
the current sunspot cycle continues to
decline as quickly as it has done in the last
year we could be reaching those high solar
flux numbers again before the year 2010. A
nice thought indeed!

penning this piece on some interesting
comparisons of the bands. Hopefully, there
will be more to report next time - there have
already been some early Es openings on 6m,
so, perhaps we are in for an interesting few
months on that band.
AMATEUR BAND COMPARISONS year 2003 to date (March). And how it
stood in 2002 and 1993.

So what was actually happening say ten
years ago in 1993? This is assuming we are
having another ten year cycle. (but who
knows!). At the end of March 1993 I had
heard 231 DXCC Entities. This is 21
countries more than what I have heard this
year. The individual bands also showed
more countries heard than this year. The
WARC Bands had not really got going ten
years ago. So I will not count them for this
exercise. Taking the six traditional bands –
10m, 15m, 20m, 40m, 80m and 160m in
1993 I heard 815 band scores. This year it is
only 697, a drop of 118 countries. Having
been retired from work over the last ten
years my listening pattern is much the same.
Solar indices were much the same as they
are now. Flux being around 120 at the end
of March 1993. So can we come to any
conclusions as to what is happening in the
current sunspot cycle by reading into these
figures? Present band conditions certainly
indicate less activity now as compared to
1993. Conditions have certainly been poor
but will they get any better I ask? I have this
horrible feeling that the extended “peak” we
had last year upset this cycle momentum. In
the previous sunspot cycle the drop was
more gradual. So are we really having
shorter cycles now and will it bring perhaps
a longer sunspot minimum?

The fall in sunspots and its effect on the
ham bands has been quite alarming to date.
The present sunspot cycle reached a second
peak about a year ago. But what has
happened since then? A big crash some
people may say! Comparing this sunspot
cycle to the previous one it could indicate
one of the shortest ever. Look at my records
and see if you agree with me.
These are percentages taken on what my
Band scores were at the end of March 2003
and those of the same period in 2002.
My total of DXCC Entities showed a drop
of 21 countries heard. Or 15.2%.But look at
the individual bands. 10 metres has fallen by
63.2%. 12 metres by 65.8%, 15 metres by
28.9%. 17 metres is interesting as the
shortfall is only 5.2%. But does this mean
more people (at last) are beginning to use
this band? Can one really read into these
figures I might hear someone say? I carry
on. 20 metres showed a drop of 33 countries
or 21.1%. But now comes some good news!
Yes, the LF Bands are springing back into
life again. Good old 40 metres showed a rise
of nine countries on the previous year. That
is 7.6%. 80 metres is better still at 21.5%.
But look at 160 metres or Top Band. 17
more countries heard on this band than in
2002. This works out at just under 37%.
So,as the old saying goes “you loose some
but gain others”. By adding all the band
totals together we get 1046 heard last year
compared to 875 this year. A drop of 19.5
%. Are my figures beginning to stack up?
Let me have a look at the solar flux numbers
now as compared to the previous year. Last

I am working on the theory that figures
don’t lie! So my own calculations indicate
we shall have another nine year cycle. I am
not a betting man but I would love to prove
all the “experts” wrong!
David A Whitaker BRS 25429 (SWL since
1961)
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The RTTY Column
Phil Cooper, GU0SUP (pcooper@guernsey.net)
QRZ? again. I called and they came straight
back to me. Oh yes! What a happy chappy I
was! The time between switching on the rig
and logging them was about 90 seconds.
The 20m contact was much harder, but
patience paid off in the end.

I hope you are enjoying the RTTY column,
and would like to hear from you if you have
any queries, or points to make. Send me an
e-mail with your thoughts. The address is at
the end of this column.
I recently bought a second-hand MQ1 minibeam, and it had been sat at home in the
garden for some while, but I finally
managed to put it on top of a scaffold pole
and put it to use. First impressions are that it
outperforms the half-size G5RV in some
directions, as I assume it is filling in the
nulls on the G5RV.

I was very impressed by the amount of time
these DXpeditions spent on RTTY, and it
does them credit to satisfy the needs of
those of us who prefer the keyboard modes.
I think this trend was started by D68C, and I
am very glad that it is finally being given
the consideration it deserves.

It is designed for 20, 15, 10 and 6m, but no
WARC band coverage. As mine was prebuilt, I wanted to see where it tunes up, and
fortunately, it must have been used by a CW
fan, as it seems to tune nicely at the lower
end of the bands.

I am now looking forward to the 7P trip in
July, as that will be another all time new one
for me. They have intimated that they will
do RTTY, so we can but hope!
I am also hoping to have worked Dov
4Z4DX, who has been in Nepal as 9N7DX.
He is very active on the digital modes, and
has promised to do plenty of RTTY.

Suffice to say that it has been put to good
use, although I now need to start thinking
about beam headings!

I am also looking forward to meeting him in
the summer of 2004, as he is planning a trip
to Guernsey.

The last couple of months have seen some
nice DX on RTTY, and I have tried to bag
as many as possible.

I am sure many of you will be familiar with
the callsign SP5ZCC. Well, Tom SP5UAF
e-mailed me to ask if he and three other
members of the Scouts Radio Club could do
the SP DX contest from our club station,
and four of the team duly arrived in
Guernsey. One of them is actually Wojtek,
who is now M0ULC and, between the two
of us, we arranged flights and
accommodation. Once they had settled in,
they started to play radio, and didn’t stop
until they had to leave for the airport. The
SP contest is 24-hour duration, from midday
to midday, and I naturally assumed they
would pack up and head back to the hotel
for some well earned sleep as soon as the
contest finished, but no, they just carried on
and on! They were just so impressed with

ST0RY did a very good job on all modes,
and I was happy enough with two bands on
RTTY, plus a contact on 12m CW.
PY0s St Peter & Paul Rocks was to be
activated by PS7JN as ZW0S, although he
had originally stated that he would not be
doing any RTTY. Imagine the delight of the
RTTY folk when that was just about all he
did for the entire trip! I was happy with one
QSO on 15m.
S05X was another good DXpedition, and I
made it on 15 and 20m. The 15m QSO was
sheer luck, in that I just popped into the
shack to see if anything was around, and I
happened to tune up on that band and see
them call QRZ? UP 1 – 2, and I gave a
shout. They replied to UA0CA, and asked
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the size of the pile-up that a GU call can
achieve, that they couldn’t resist the lure of
the bands.

I started at about 1400UTC, and was still
logging them at 1800UTC, when my
stomach reminded me of the time. A short
break for tea, and I was back in the shack by
2000UTC, and this time on 30m. Again, the
band was devoid of any RTTY. QRL? DE
GU0SUP was followed by yet another pileup of immense proportions.

This group is very active in many contests,
particularly RTTY, and I have worked them
many times. I was very surprised to learn
that if a new country appears on the bands,
one of them will go to the club, and try to
work the new entity with the club call. I’m
not sure anyone would do that at our club!

By 2130 I had logged over 200 stations on
both bands, and felt as if I had been in a
contest! I just wish I could generate that sort
of pile up in a real contest.

For several weeks, each time I spotted a
RTTY station on the Cluster, Sigi
DL3AMA kept asking me for a contact on
30m RTTY. I must have missed the first few
queries, and only found them when doing a
search on the Cluster, but I happened to see
one, and decided I would give it a try. I sent
a spot showing him on 10.140, and he duly
appeared.

If you fancy a bit of fun, then I would
suggest trying out RTTY on the WARC
bands.
Looking ahead, we have the Volta WW
RTTY contest over the weekend of 10/11
May. This is good fun, in that you get points
based on the distance between you and the
contact, so chasing the DX is the allimportant thing for this contest.

We had a very enjoyable QSO, although he
was a bit disappointed when I said I wasn’t
able to work 80 or 160m, but I promised to
give 17m a try when the band was open.

The following weekend of 16/17 May is the
Anatolian RTTY contest, and although this
is a fairly recent addition to the contest
calendar, it is slowly gaining in popularity.

I didn’t think much more about it at the
time, but when we said our goodbyes and
signed off, it was if everyone in Europe had
been lying in wait for me!

Over the weekend of 14/15 June we have
one of the more popular contests. It is
ANARTS, and uses the same scoring system
as the Volta contest.

It seemed as if every RTTY station in
Europe was calling me at once, and a pileup ensued for the next two hours. It was
very slow going, as so many stations kept
calling over each other. In the end, I gave up
when I had about 60 stations in the log, and
promised myself that another session on the
WARC bands would follow.

There is little point in sitting on 20m and
working Europe as these contacts are only
worth 2 points. It is far better to chase the
US call areas, and any DX, for the best
points. ANARTS is very well supported,
and quite often there is some nice DX to be
worked during this contest.

At Easter, Good Friday was warm and
sunny down at this low latitude, so I made
the most of it, and avoided the radio for
most of the day.

For more info on all RTTY contests, check
out
www.rttyjournal.com/contests/index.htm

On the Saturday, the wind had come up and,
as it was quite chilly, I decided that RTTY
on 17m was the thing to do. When I tuned
up, the band was totally devoid of any
RTTY signals. I typed out QRL? DE
GU0SUP and got an instant response from a
UA station.

where you will find all the information you
need.
That’s it for this time, and good luck with
the DX.
73 for now de Phil GU0SUP
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QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, G0WAT
Well hello and welcome to this the last QRZ
Contest column under my stewardship…OK
keep down the shoutin an’ a hollerin’ an a’
cheerin’ at the back there…it’s almost three
years! since Don introduced me as the
someone who would give the column a
‘fresh slant’ over the coming issues.

frustration by someone feeling a bit
crowded. But rather, about what draws you
to the radio- weekend after weekend - to
holler into the microphone or pound on the
keyboard in pursuit of...what?
Let's see -- there are the competitors that
fight for a spot at the lofty top. They want
The Plaque that says "Ultimate Champion".
At the very least they want to be in The Box
-- one of the Top Ten. They plan, they
prepare, they strategize, they fret, they fly
great distances, they push the envelope. And
by golly, they DO appear in the boxes time
after time after time with excellent scores
that just seem to get higher every year.
These folks are after RATE and MULTS
and SCORE and lots of it. Their first
question on Monday morning is,

Well a lot of RF has passed up the feeder
since August 2000, on the whole I feel I
have achieved a fresh slant to the column,
however I cannot but have a tinge of
disappointment that many of the ideas I had
never quite came to fruition, Oh well c’est
la vie!…I would like to believe most
members have enjoyed the articles and
inter-article blurb presented in this
section…this of course would never have
been possible if it were not for the
generosity of the many authors who
succumb to my arm-twisting and hectoring
for column fill…a heartfelt thank you from
me for your great efforts.

"When's the next contest?"
There are the "DXers" that use contests as a
vehicle to make QSOs that count for any
number of awards -- DXCC, WAZ, WAS,
IOTA, you name it. They don't mind sitting
in a screaming packet pileup for fifteen
minutes, because the station in the Italian
Virgin Islands is a New One! Many QRP
operators LOVE contests for this reason -the Big Guns are out in force looking for
Every Single QSO, including that puny
weak cross-continental contact on 80-meters
the QRP-er needs for 5B-WAS. The bandmode collector, the Medium Pistol, the
wallpaper chaser -- all keep the bands busy.

The contesting input is a very important
part of the CDXC Digest...It allows stories
of interest from our particular branch of the
hobby to be given an airing where they
would find no other outlet…please keep up
the good work and continue to send in your
report and articles to Tim G4VXE, the next
incumbent…
Now I don’t normally like recycling articles
from other sources, but this one forwarded
to me by a certain G3XTT gleaned from
NØAX’s Rate Sheet is about as bang on the
money as anything I have read on
contesting for a very long time...

Casual operators abound. A few hours here,
an hour there, they like finding the bands
packed and enjoy an afternoon of radio slam
dancing. When the dinner bell rings, they're
probably through, but in the meantime a
hundred or more QSOs went in the logs of
other competitors. It's an operating breath of
fresh air that fits in nicely with the local
club repeater, the weekly emergency

"Why Do You Contest?"
by Ward Silver NØAX
This is a fun question. I'm not talking about,
"What is it with contesters?", often asked in
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services net, and the schedule with Fred in
Arizona on Thursday afternoons.

73, Ward NØAX

Newly licensed operators are continually
discovering the sport and working up the
nerve to push the mike button and call Mr.
Big Gun 40-over-9 200-per-hour. Yikes! He
answered! It's like getting a handshake
from Tiger Woods. Send a QSL? You bet!
He's where? I talked to what? There may be
only ten QSOs in that contest log, but you
can bet that each one was an
accomplishment.

I couldn’t agree more!…and now for the
second issue in a row (keep ‘em coming
David) a SWL Contest report…
CQWW 160m SSB Contest 2003 – a SWL
view
By David A.Whitaker BRS25429
This contest has been running for several
years and always seems to attract the
diehards! I suppose I should call myself one
of these diehards as I have been monitoring
the contest for probably over twenty years
now. Many of this years participants were
caught ‘off guard’ by the change in time and
length of duration of the contest. In previous
years the contest always started at 2200Z on
the Friday and finished 18 hours later at
1600z on the Sunday. But for the first time
this year we had a full 48 hour contest
starting at 0000z on the Saturday. 160
metres, being the lowest of the traditional
LF bands is very different to the other LF
and HF bands. Activity in non contest time
can be very low. So I was quite surprised
when the CQ magazine decide to extend the
duration of this years contest. I think it is
fair to say that 160Metres appeals more to
the CW fraternity than the phone operators.
Hands up I admit to being a phone man!
However the challenge is much the same
and that is what I enjoy. Experience always
counts and I believe I have just that.

The strange thing about radio contesting
is...those operators are all in there
TOGETHER. No other sport puts all levels
of competitors in the same arena at the same
time and requires them to cooperate. In fact,
in no other sport are the competitors
measured by their ability to cooperate. To
be sure, there is competitive pressure -- just
try to get a frequency within 20kHz of the
band edge -- but the competition is to see
who can cooperate the best, the fastest, the
most-est. Weird, huh?
No matter why you do it -- as a Major Dude
or on the What-Do-I-Say-Now level -- your
presence is required and accepted. I have
been all of the above kinds of contester
(although my plaques are few) and have
never been made to feel anything but
welcome on the air. I admit, some of the
welcoming takes place in about 10
microseconds, but by golly, my QSOs add
to a score just as much as from somebody in
the Hall of Fame and we all put our
antennas together one element at a time.

As the current sunspot cycle declines 160
Metres is beginning to come more into its
own. I was not expecting this years contest
to be a good one but, much to my surprise, I
though it was above par. Let me give you
some facts about what you are expected to
work/hear on 160 Metres at this time in the
cycle. The first three hours of the contest are
very lively as, in Europe, we all try to hear
and work as many countries as possible.
Certainly a SWL would have no difficulty
in hearing 30 countries in the first two
hours. 160 Metres is really quite a wide

When I was helping to host the first WRTC
back in 1990 and all these famous callsigns
were showing up at the various functions,
my wife asked me how long I'd known these
guys. My instant answer was, "Years!"
Even though, on reflection, our cumulative
interaction probably totalled no more than
five minutes and our scores couldn't have
been farther apart, I felt like each one was a
trusted friend.
Hey, they're contesters, right? I guess that's
why I contest.
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band for operating in a contest. Band
planning seems to go by the board these
days in when a major contest takes place on
the low bands. Normally you would not
expect to hear any phone operation below
1840Khz, but come contest time you can
hear stations all the way down to 1810Khz.
The same thing happens on 40 Metres, but I
suppose they have an excuse as this band is
much narrower. On 160 Metres phone
operators can transmit up to 1950Khz I am
led to believe. I think this year we saw more
interest from outside Europe in the contest.
Stations, certainly from Africa and Asia,
came on as fully prepared. It was a joy to
hear their signals being much louder than in
the past. I point out 5B4/UA9MA, CN2R,
D4B and EA8/OH2BYS who were heard
several time on the first day. I was not sure
what equipment they used, but whatever it
was, it worked!

07.00z. Which I am sure all YL’s and
XYL’s will appreciate.! On the first day of
the contest I had accumalted 46 DXCC
entities. This I was quite please with, there
were quite a few ‘easy’ European countries
still to hear, and I hoped I might hear them
on Sunday. The second day can become a
drag sometimes as one hears the same
stations over and over again. But what I
have learnt over the years is by ‘sitting’ on
one of the more successful Europeans
Stations, a DX station not competing
seriously may answer his CQ Contest calls.
So, by just doing this, I was able to hear on
the second day EX8AA at 01.01z,HK6ISX
at 05.22z and V31MD at 07.00z.
I finished the contest by hearing a total of
53 DXCC entities. In my analysis I heard 39
countries from Europe, 5 from the
Caribbean and Central America, 2 from
North America, one from south America
and 1 from Asia. So not a bad mix! I logged
over 300 stations and if the editor has space
(I have!...Ed) I have enclosed a summary of
heard and the number of stations heard from
each country. I have also list4ed the states
and province heard in the contest. As far as I
know only two other SWL’s from the UK
took this contest seriously. I feel sure that in
the coming years we shall see more contest
activity from the SWL. From the list of
countries which I did not hear myself EU,
Z3, ISØ, SV5, FM5GU, 4X1IM and
OD5/OK1MU gave a total of 60 DXCC
entities heard in the contest from the UK.
The SV5 kindly sent an e-mail after the
contest saying how he cursed propagation as
worked no G’s and only 2 EI’s…I bet he
wished he lived nearer the UK!

Propagation from across the pond was not
brilliant, but never the less I was pleased to
log over 509 individual USA stations and 7
from Canada. The most outstanding signal
came from VY2ZM on Price Edward Island
who was 5x7/8 on many occasions. First
station heard outside of Europe was the EA8
station mentioned above. He came through
just 5 minutes into the contest – 00.05z.
5B4/UAØMA was heard at 00.42z and P3F
at 01.27z, both with strong signals. D4B
was a solid 5x8 at 01.28z, a lovely, lovely
signal! CN2R was first heard a 01.52z.
My first station from across the pond was
KD3I at 01.29z and the first station from the
Caribbean came from V47KP at 02.43z, a
good 5x6. this is quite early for a station
from that area to come through , but V47KP
is a well known contest station with
antennas to match! Later I heard KP4KE at
04.56z, XE1RCS at 05.14z and an old
favourite of mine KV4FZ in the U.S. Virgin
Isles at 05.32z. The furthest state I heard
was in Nebraska – KØHA at 06.56z.

I hope some of you have enjoyed reading
this write-up on what I always feel is a
‘specialist’ contest. By specialist I mean you
have to be a little bit mad to stay up all
night! But the rewards are there for the
deserving. Do have a serious think about
participating in next years contest. Sadly, on
this last occasion, very few UK operators
took the contest seriously. I could count on
one hand those who did. So there is your
chance to make some personal glory by

One of the nice features of this contest is
that most activity is in darkness. So
assuming you can survive a nights listening
you are not likely to miss much after say
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telling your friends “I was first G station
(likewise GW, GM etc…) in this year’s
CQWW 160 Metre Phone Contest”…You
would like that!!
Countries Heard
5B
9A
CN
CT
CU
D4
DL
EA
EA6
EA8
EI
ES
EX
F
G
GI
GM
GU
GW
HA
HB
HK
I
K/W
KP2
KP4

2
4
1
2
1
1
37
11
1
2
5
1
1
6
20
2
3
1
1
6
4
1
12
52
1
1

LA
LX
LY
LZ
OE
OH
OK
OM
ON
OY
OZ
PA
S5
SM
SP
SV
UA
UA2
UA9
UR
V3
V4
VE/VY
XE
YL
YO
YU

Many thanks David…I remember taking
part in CQWW 160 Metre Phone a number
of years ago…I was very new at the
contesting game and had been put on after
all the action had taken place in the
morning…after an hour or two of slow to
comatose rate the band died completely…as
I and my colleague were the only ones
awake on the Field Day style set-up (in
winter, in a Farmers field!...seemed like a
good idea at the time) we continued the rest
of the time on shift listening to the Cricket
live from Australia on the BBC World
Service, alternating reception through the
80ft top loaded vertical and the 8
Beverages we had at our disposal…Ah
happy carefree days!...and now as a
reminder that it is always better late than
never here is part two of the MUØC story…

1
2
8
1
4
10
12
6
8
1
6
6
10
3
13
6
14
1
2
10
1
1
7
1
2
1
2

MUØC in CQWW PHONE 2002 – part 2
By Paul GØWAT
A bleary eyed awakening followed the
previous nights outing to Crabby Jacks
Restaurant…it probably had been a windy
night, but certain sedatives had precluded
my taking any notice of it!...after breakfast
under the beady eye of Angelo the Vaz
Hotel’s Head Waiter …it was back up to the
GARS shack to continue preparations for
the battle ahead.

USA STATES HEARD
New Hampshire
4
Mass
4
Rhode Island
2
Connecticut
2
New York
1
New Jersey
3
Ohio
4
Michigan
1
West Virginia
1
Penn
11
Maryland
4
Virginia
4
Georgia
1
Florida
1
North Carolina
2
Indiana
1
Illonois
2
Wisconsin
1
Nebraska
1
CANADIAN PROVINCES HEARD
Prince Edward
1
Nova Scotia
2
Ontario
4

We were almost ready by early afternoon
and were keeping an eye on the weather
reports as we were expecting Don G3BJ and
Hilary G4JKS to fly in from Manchester,
but as the afternoon progressed this was
seeming less and less likely as the wind was
really starting to pick-up.
Late in the afternoon we were planning to
undertake a TVI test with the building next
door (there had been problems with
interference during previous contests)…Don
(XTT) and Steve went outside to meet up
with
the
representative
of
the
Administration building next door who was
versed in undertaking these sort of
things…there had been instances when the
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alarm had been set off and the Fire Brigade
called automatically…something we were
very anxious to avoid!

The Hells Angels Chapter from the previous
night at the Vaz did not seem to be gracing
us with their presence tonight so we just had
time for a quick S.S.S and a bite when
G3BJ/G4JKS whistled in looking like they
had just arrived after a journey from
Manitoba rather than Manchester!

Whilst they were waiting for the chap to
arrive and glancing out onto the antenna
field, noting with admiration how well they
were all standing up to the increasing
gusts…the 50ft pole from which the
Carolina Windom was strung keeled
over!...probably there is a moral here about
calling the Devil’s name…which on this
occasion may well have been Murphy…

Luckily for them they were on the second
team and could get a good night’s rest
before the trials of the weekend
commenced….we had decided long before
the off that we would split up into two
teams…one on, one off for 8 hour
shifts…this had worked well before on
previous GU/GJ trips.

This was a bit of a pain as it was by now
getting
dark
and
clouding
over
ominously…it was a case of all hands to the
pump…which on this occasion also meant
our two German amateur visitors (Rainer
DL2MDZ and Gerhard DL3NBL) who had
stopped by on their way to the ferry.

Team A (alphabetically, rather than meritbased you understand) was to be Steve
G4JVG, Tim G4VXE, Bob GU4YOX and
myself …while Team B was to be Don
G3XTT, Don G3BJ, Hilary G4JKS, Phil
GUØSUP and Dave WW2R.

Rainer and Gerhard had been on GU for a
couple of weeks and we were worried prior
to the actual event that they would steal
some of our thunder as the only big GU
Mult….as it turned out they were going
back to DL before the actual contest
started…or would have had the ferry not
been cancelled!

We all repaired back to the GARS shack to
get the show on the road…the wind was still
quite strong, but at least it had stopped
raining…everything still appeared to be
standing although the verticals on the 40m
4-Square were really flying about in the
breeze.

There was much cursing and swearing at
trying to get this metalwork back up in the
air…the Gods were also looking down on us
and having a good old laugh as they chose
this moment to open up the heavens…it
started absolutely lashing down!...it is
always best at moments like this to hold fast
to that sentimental notion of what fun
contesting can be, especially when you are
manhandling 50ft of aluminium pipe,
assorted wires, whilst slip-sliding about in
assorted cow land-mines and a torrential
downpour.

Main event
I think the period just before any big contest
can always be a nerve wracking time…did
we bring the right antennas?, are the tactics
correct?, even, in my case, was I up to the
job?...all thoughts such as these are
banished when the clocks tick over and it’s
time to go, go, go!
I seem to remember that Steve and Bob
kicked off on 40m and 80m…as is usual at
the start of a big one there is an awful lot of
jostling for position…unless you’re one of
those who camps out on 3.799 three days
before the contest starts!

Eventually job done but we did not quite
manage to get the antenna up the pole as far
as it had been…still it was standing again
and this seemed good enough for us.

Reasonable rates ensue for the next few
hours with 100+ rates on 40m, 4-5 a minute
at points, mixing and matching with running
Stateside and Europe…here of course the 4Square really comes into its own…not

After securing the shack, roping down any
movable objects and that sort of thing we
retired back to the VAZ to grab something
to eat and await Don and Hilary.
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causing a lot of leverage on the GARS
tower so they had had to drop it in height for
safety’s sake…which was a shame but not
half as much as the whole thing going over
would have caused.

having used a directional 40m antenna
before it’s a real treat to be able to listen to
certain parts of the world only…or cut down
on some of the cack coming from EU.
Actually, the QSO rate on 80m was zero at
first, and would have remained so if we
hadn’t spotted the fact that the 80m antenna
had once again ended up at ground level!
Fortunately this time the pole was still
intact, and some judicious repair work in the
dark and wet got us QRV again.

We also had problems with the A3S which
was a Mult antenna on a 20ft Scaffold
pole…it had managed to turn around on
itself, shearing the rotator cable, and was
hanging rather limply and just flapping in
the breeze…

We ended the 1st hour with a combined 164
in the log and went on to have reasonable
rates throughout the night on the 80m and
40m…we did not get going on 160m until
the second night…we burst onto 20m about
0600z but it took a while to get anything
going, but eventually we managed an 80 and
a 111 hour on that band before Team B
descended to relieve us…we had 1235 Q’s
and 256 Mults in the bag.

As I remember we then took over with 3298
Q’s and 508 Mults in the log. Team B went
out to investigate the Mult antenna and
whack back in the guy stakes which were
straining at the leash in the wind.
We had a good couple of hours with 135 on
15m and 162 on 10m, followed by a 155
and 182 hour on 15/10m…things were
going quite well when what must come as
one of my short contesting career’s most
memorable moments happened.

Worse for wear we retired to the Vaz for
perhaps a spot of breakfast and a bit of shut
eye…however Angelo the ‘I’m only here to
help’ Waiter was having none of it as we
arrived 5 minutes after breakfast had
finished being served ‘Just a Bacon
Sandwich then’ pleaded Tim ‘No, Breakfast
is finished’ he rather emphatically
announced and that was that!...I’m sure Tim
will carry the mental scars of this rebuff for
many years to come.

Bob was on 10m with the 1000MP and the
Alpha whilst I was on 15m with the 1000D
and Steve’s Henry 2K…rates were good and
I was happily chuntering away when an
almighty bang and a blinding flash came
from under my nose…I’ve been near quite a
few amplifiers when they have decided to
keel over, but I have honestly never heard
anything quite so loud from one before…the
whole shack went deadly quiet (apart from
the ringing in my ears)…I think the others
thought some one had died in the incident!

Still we had no trouble getting off to
sleep!...Team B started going great guns on
the HF bands were we were more
competitive with 4-ele Monobanders on
10m & 15m and a TH6XX for 20m…they
managed to pull out impressive runs of over
230 & 256 per hour on 10m alone…we got
back to witness this later in the afternoon. I
watched as Don (XTT) really racked them
up 5, 6, 7 a minute continuously…I was
deeply impressed…it really was a case of
watch and learn young man….I wish we had
recorded some of this because it was a joy
to hear, really fast runs, banged into the
computer without a pause for breath…

Upon calming down, changing my trousers
and letting the amp cool down enough to
handle
it,
the
cover
was
removed…surprisingly, considering the
hubbub which had just emanated from it,
there were no charred components to be
seen!
An assorted work team of Don (BJ), Dave
and Bob concluded that the voltage
interlock leaf switch had bent upwards
under the heat and touched the roof of the
chassis...with the resulting November 5th
display we had just witnessed…a large
number of kV going to ground…in best

They had had problem with the wind
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Carolina Windom would be a different
matter as we had to get it onto a totally
different pole…in this case the one which
had held the end of the 160m dipole…this
all took quite a time as I am sure you can
appreciate...when you’ve got a 160m dipole
and 80m Windom around, it’s raining
(again), windy, and there is a lot of the
green and brown sticky stuff about, then
things can be a touch trying!

amateur tradition Bob suggested (don’t try
this at home folks!) that a bit of folded up
paper between the chassis and the switch
would allow us to turn the amp back on to
see
if
anything
terminal
had
occurred…Bang! another arcing flash to add
to our collection and a big hole blown in the
paper ‘insulator’…Don then suggested we
try a bit of insulator cut out of an old piece
of RG213 that was lying around the GARS
shack…Bingo! On it came seemingly none
the worse for wear…in fact it continued to
churn out the watts for the rest of the
contest…they don’t build ‘em like that any
more!

We knocked off late afternoon with 7161
Q’s and 764 Mults to our name…we had
had reasonable, but consistent, rates for the
whole day, the best being on 20m and
10m…20m probably picked up as we could
raise the beam back up a bit as there seemed
less imminent danger of us, it and the shack
blowing away.

We also hit Topband for the first time later
this evening and managed some pretty
healthy rates including a 117 hour.
We handed over our stint to Team B with
4826 Q’s and 650 Mults…and quickly
whizzed off to the Vaz for some well earned
rest.

After dinner we joined Team B for the last
run in…obviously at this stage in the game
rates were much lower and there was a fair
degree of S&P and band hopping going on
when rates could not be sustained.

We were in luck before going back up to the
shack in the morning as we could have
breakfast…we could not be denied this
time!

Nothing more critical happened to the
station in the last hours and we finished up
with the following statistics.

Zones

Countrys

389
416
881 1194
950 1900
2097 4012
1830 3918
2013 4756
8160 16205

Pts/QSO

Team B tired from the trials of the night left
us to it with 5561 Q’s and 719 Mults…Tim
and Steve cracked on with the bands they
could use whilst Bob and I went out to see
what could be fixed…We were lucky that
when the 10m beam/mast came down the
beam actually flew out of the stub at the top
and landed fairly intact on its back on the
ground rather than burying itself up to the
balun in the cow pats…Bob’s call to arms
was ‘Right Paul, lets get this #@*$%* back
up’...I can’t put what he really said as those
of a nervous disposition would stop reading
at this point!...still we managed to get the
thing bent back into shape and up and
running again in fairly short time…the

QSO Pts

160
80
40
20
15
10

QSO

Band

When we got up the weather had taken its
toll on the site in the night…a 40m Vertical
had blown over, the 10m beam and mast had
come down and the 50ft mast with the
Windom on it had snapped at the top pole
and come down.

1.07
1.36
2.00
1.91
2.14
2.37
1.99

9
15
26
37
35
34
156

57
75
98
142
136
146
654

Total
s
Totals Points = 13,126,050
We were tired but on the whole pleased with
the results…we had set ourselves a higher
target than this, but considering the
problems we had, all agreed that it was a job
well done.
We reconvened on the field on the Monday
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morning after a good night’s sleep and
breakfast…Angelo the waiter was powerless
to refuse as there were more of us
now…strength in numbers you see!

but they appear to have vanished without
trace from my computer?...curse of Murphy
I suppose…

It did not take too long to take everything
down…if only it went up as quickly as it
came down, eh?...so we all went for a bite to
eat at Phil’s local ‘The Rockmount’
followed by a walk along the beach at Cobo
Bay…this was really nice as the weather
was now of course SPLENDID!...warm and
sunny with just the mildest of breezes
blowing in off the sea, as the water lapped at
the beautiful pink granite in the bay…you
had to laugh considering the tumultuous
conditions over the past few days.

Dave WW2R/G4FRE
1. The accounting prowess of the Vaz,
which followed me back even to the USA,
after they double-billed my credit card.

After we said our goodbyes to Phil, Steve
and I took the car for a tour around the
Island…having not had time to do so
before…if you get a chance to get out to GU
for radio or not, do yourself a big favour and
have a look around. It really is a beautiful
place.

4. Being sent back to keep the station QRV
during the antenna work Sunday morning in
my full waterproof gear and being unable to
detect the foot switch with my climbing
boots on!

On the Monday evening we all met up at a
wonderful Italian Restaurant in St.Peter Port
for a very enjoyable meal and celebratory
drink (or 2).

Phil GUØSUP
1. Meeting all you guys on GU soil!

2. The demonstration of the (lack of)
dielectric properties of paper on G4JVG’s
amp after being assured it is used in a lot of
power cables on GU.
3. An enjoyable end to the weekend, when
we had a snack at the Rockmount and the
walk along the beach afterwards.

5. The hospitality of GARS.

2. trying to sort antennas in the field in the
middle of the second night, knee deep in
smelly stuff, trying to remain standing in the
wind, and wondering why!

On Tuesday we loaded the cars up at the
GARS shack and then sauntered down to
St.Peter Port for something to eat and a bit
of sight-seeing…it’s a very nice place
indeed…then it was all over and we said our
goodbyes to those which were flying out
and went down to the Ferry terminal to
catch the Catamaran Ferry home to
Weymouth…

3. The Cluster staying up for most of the
weekend.
4. Meeting Dave & Tim, and agreeing that
RTTY isn't the pits!
5. An enjoyable end to the weekend, when
we had a snack at the Rockmount, and took
a walk along the beach in such nice weather,
especially after what the weekend had
thrown at us.

I really enjoyed my time on GU and learnt a
lot from some really A1 op’s as well as
meeting some great people…Bob, Phil
thanks a lot and thank you to everyone else
who helped us in GU…Keith, Ken, Richard
Mike …if you get a chance to go to GU or
do something like this yourself then grab the
chance you will enjoy it…I did.

6.

Some lessons learnt!

Don G3BJ
1. Not being able to stand up on the sea
front outside the Vaz, because of the wind.

I asked my fellow Team members for a few
memories from the contest, so I could share
some of them with you here…I did have
stuff from Bob/Don XTT and Steve as well,

2. The "quality" of service at the Vaz Manuel is alive and well there.
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3. Being on 80 metres working the states
when all of a sudden the signals and noise
dropped 5 or 6 S-points. I completed the
QSO with the W2 I was working at the time
(he could still copy), and went out to find
the 80 metre antenna on the ground!

17-18 Saturday 2100 - Sunday 0200
Baltic Contest CW/SSB
24-25 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
CQ WW WPX Contest CW
June
7-8 Saturday 1500 - Sunday 1459
IARU Region 1 Fieldday CW
7-8 Saturday 1500 - Sunday 1459
RSGB National filed Day CW
14-15 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
ANARTS WW RTTY Contest DIGI
14-15 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 1600
WW South America Contest CW
21-22 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
All Asian DX Contest CW
28-29 Saturday 1400 - Sunday 1400
MARCONI Memorial Contest HF CW
28-29 Saturday 1800 - Sunday 2100
ARRL Field Day All Modes
28-29 Saturday 1800 - Sunday 1800
His Majesty The King of Spain Contest SSB

Tim G4VXE
1. Calling CQ at the start of the contest for
10 minutes on 80m with no replies. Finding
out that the antenna was on the ground. It
worked FB on receive.
2. Arriving back at the Vaz after a night
shift, to have bloody Angelo refuse to serve
me breakfast because it was 9.07. I never
forgave him for that.
3. Paul's face when the amplifier blew up!
4. Sheer astonishment that the CT/Ethernet
network operated first time.
5. Outstanding and unforgettable hospitality
from our hosts at GARS.

July
One more thought from me before I go…I
remember we had quite a good run going on
both stations on the Saturday afternoon
when for one joyous moment the Rate
Meter on CT hit 975 per hour for the last
10!...you don’t get those sort of events very
often when your just a plain old G!

1 Tuesday 0000 - 2359
RAC Canada Day Contest CW/SSB
6 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
Venezuelan Independence Day Contest SSB
5-6 Saturday 1100 - Saturday 1059
DL-DX RTTY Contest RTTY
6 Sunday 1100 - 1700
DARC 10 m Digital Contest "Corona" DIGI
12-13 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200
IARU HF World Championship CW/SSB
20 Sunday 0900 – 1200 & 1300 - 1600
RSGB Low Power Field Day CW
26-27 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
Russian RTTY WW Contest RTTY
26-27 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200
RSGB IOTA Contest CW/SSB

Anyway that’s that, MUØC is now history
and will certainly be remembered very
fondly by this amateur.
73 Paul GØWAT
…and now a few up and coming events …
May
10-11 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200
Alessandro Volta RTTY DX Contest
10-11 Saturday 2100 - Sunday 2100
CQ-M International DX Contest
CW/SSB/SSTV
17-18 Saturday 1800 - Sunday 2100
Anatolian WW RTTY Contest
17-18 Saturday 1800 - Sunday 1800
His Majesty The King of Spain Contest CW

There certainly is plenty coming up in the
next few months…please let QRZ Contest
know how you get on…
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thoughts from me... harking back to my very
first column I still hold fast to a belief that
in Contesting…

QRT
So there you have it…it’s now over to Tim
G4VXE to take it from here…best of luck
OM…at times I must admit that I have found
this column rather difficult to crowbar in
and around ‘real-life’…more so recently
with increased work duties and growing
harmonics, so now is a good moment to
hand over the reins and taking a leaf out of
the book of
disgraced politicians
everywhere and spend more time with my
family…although thinking of Politicians
reminds me of that quaint American saying
that…

‘It’s the taking part, not the winning which
counts.’
Baron de Coubertin, founder of the modern
Olympics
…and of course the appeal of the whole mad
thing to me which was summarised quite
succinctly by a, shall we say, ‘normal’
Radio Amateur, when describing a rabidly
enthusiastic Contesting type…
‘You know you can’t really tell from here
whether his coat does up at the back, or the
front!’

‘Politicians are like diapers, both should be
changed regularly, and for the same
reasons’

73 tu es GL de Paul GØWAT

however I digress!...so now as the F1 key of
time sends its last CQ at 23.59z some last

di-di-di-dah-di-dah dit dit

CDXC GOODS
The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.
PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.
KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.
RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.
REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.
PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£6.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to M0BJL (address on p.2).
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DX AND EVENTS CALENDAR
(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
till ??
till Jan 04
till ??
till November
till 31/12
till 30/11
till 31/12
till 01/06
till 31/12
till June
till August
till ??
till 25/05
till 2004
till July
till 30/06
till ??
till June
till 15/06
April-May
01/05-31/07
01/05-31/05
03/05-25/05
06/05-29/05
10/05-18/05
15/05-26/05
16/05-30/05
18/05-23/05
21/05-25/05
22/05-26/05
24/05-27/05
24/05-29/05
24/05-15/06
24/05-01/06
24/05-07/06
25/05
26/05-30/05
26/05-14/06
29/05-12/06
29/05-03/06
30/05-09/06
31/05-02/06
02/06-06/06
04/06-05/06
05/06-07/06
06/06-09/06
07/06-09/06
07/06-15/06
08/06-09/06
09/06-11/06
12/06-14/06
14/06-15/06
19/06-22/06
19/06-26/06
20/06-23/06
27/06-04/07
28/06-30/06
June
01/07-31/08
05/07-27/07
12/07-13/07

3XY1L: Guinea by UT1WL
8J1RF: Dome Fuji Basa (AN-016) (WABA JA-04)
9N7YJ: Nepal by LA5YJ
DP1POL: "Neumayer" Base (WABA DL-03) by DL5XL
HE2MM: special call (Switzerland)
HL0KSJ & D88S: "King Sejong" (WABA HL-01) by DS4CNB
II1D: special call
J28UN: Djibouti by F8UNF
JM6DZB/JD1: Iwo Jima (AS-030), Ogasawara
JW0HU: Spitsbergen (EU-026) by SP3GVX
KC4USM: McMurdo Station, Ross Island (AN-011)
KH3/KT6E: Johnston Island (OC-023)
OH0/DF8QJ, DL2VB, DK6QW, DG1YTF, DL6YFB: Aland Isls.
R1ANZ: "Mirny" Base (WABA UA-07)
S92UN: Sao Tome & Principe by CT1CPP
ST1MN: Sudan
SV5/IK2WZD: Lipsi Island, Dodecanese
W2SF: Lower Matecumbe Key (NA-062)
HS0ZCW: Thailand by K4VUD
KH9/N6XIV: Wake Island (OC-053)
HF650O: special event station (Poland)
LZ03KM: special event station, TE75: special prefix (TI)
FO/F8DQL: Tahiti (OC-046), French Polynesia
JT1Y and JT7Y: Mongolia by I0SNY and I8KGZ
UE9OWQ and UE9ORQ: special event calls
ZK1AYL & ZK1SIM: Rarotonga, So. Cooksby VK4SJ & VK4BP
9M2/G3LIV: Penang Island (AS-015)
OZ/DL7UZO: Bornholm Island (EU-030)
PY: Mexiana Island (SA-042) by CT1AHU and PYs
F5XX/p and TM5B: Fort Brescou (EU-148)
HL1OYF/4, HL1EJT/4, DS4NYE/4, DS0PF/4: AS-148
IG9/ON4DST: Lampedusa (AF-019) by ONs
IR3IDO: special event station
TM0AR: special event station (France)
TM5CW: France by F5SJB
IP1TIN: Tino (EU-083) by IZ2DPX,IK2GPQ,IK2DUW,IK5MDF
3D2LB: Beachcomber Island (OC-121) by GM3VLB
SP1/DL7VOX/p: Wolin Island (EU-132)
SV9/SM2EKM: Crete (EU-015)
ZA3/hc: Albania by ZAs and Is
9M2/G3LIV: Langkawi Island (AS-058)
YN: Little Corn Isl (NA-013) by AB5EB, AD5A, KB5SKN
OZ/G0GRC: EU-171
VE7/GM3VLB,VE7/G0DHZ,VE7/VP8NJS: Denman Isl. (NA-036)
VE7/GM3VLB,VE7/G0DHZ,VE7/VP8NJS: Malcolm Isl. (NA-091)
JI1PLF/1, JA1UNS/1, 7N1GMK/1, 7L4PVR/1: AS-043
6V1A: Goree Island (AF-045)
TM6ACO: special event station (France)
VE7/GM3VLB,VE7/G0DHZ,VE7/VP8NJS: Campbell I. (NA-061)
VE7/GM3VLB,VE7/G0DHZ,VE7/VP8NJS: Denny Isl. (NA-061)
VE7/GM3VLB,VE7/G0DHZ,VE7/VP8NJS: Thetis Isl. (NA-075)
CO0M: special event station
DL1RTW/p and DL7UXG/p: Pellworm Island (EU-042)
OZ6B: Bornholm Island (EU-030)
VO1MRC on 60 metres
VB3MCC: special event station by VE3UUH and VE3GID
UE9OWQ and UE9ORQ: special event calls
8A9R: Rote Island (OC-241) by YC9BU and others
XM, XL, XN, XO: special prefixes (Canada)
W1T: special event station by WA2VUY and K2MVW
CO0A: special event station 614
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GB50
CRAY VALLEY RADIO SOCIETY BREAKS NEW GROUND
GB50 WINDSOR CASTLE INTERACTIVE CD WITH VIDEO
NOW AVAILABLE
The first ever interactive amateur radio CD of a special event station has been released
by Cray Valley Radio Society.
The CD features the highly successful GB50 special event station that was active from
Windsor Castle to celebrate HM Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee in June 2002.
The CD has been professionally produced by FDS Graphics (www.fds-graphics.com).
It includes background to the event, the setting up of the station, the transceivers and
antennas used, and video footage of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh’s visit to the event,
the GB50 awards, and some stunning pictures of Windsor and the castle.
You can own a copy of this unique souvenir.
The CD costs $10, 10 euros or £6 (including postage and packing). Cheques should
be in GBP and made payable to Cray Valley Radio Society.
Copies are available by post from:
Paul Lethbridge G3SXE
24 Furze Road
High Salvington
West Worthing
Sussex BN13 3BH
ENGLAND
PC CDROM Minimum Requirements: Pentium III 700MHz or greater; 128Mb RAM; 16Mb graphics; 64k colours

NOTE:
Cray Valley Radio Society is based in South East London, England. It is one of Great Britain’s oldest
and most active amateur radio societies.
The “Amateur Radio Experience” featuring the GB50 special event station was jointly organised by Cray
Valley Radio Society (www.cvrs.org) in conjunction with the Radio Society of Great Britain and Burnham
Beeches Radio Club.
GB50 was active from 29th May – 9th June 2002 and was located on the North Terrace of Windsor Castle.
Over 24,000 contacts were made with amateurs in 145 DXCC entities. Details of the GB50 Awards
Program can be found on the GB50 website (www.gb50.com).
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