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`unique' CHEQUESPREAD scheme to pay over
3 or 6 months INTEREST FREE!
•
•
•
•

Simply divide the price (including carriage) into 3 equal payments.
Write 3 cheques dated in consecutive months starting with today's date.
Write your telephone number, cheque card No & expiry date on the bock of each cheque.
Post them to us, enclosing your name & address & we will (subjed to status) send your goods immediately.
Nor

MOST UP TO DATE INFO VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.neva • a.CO.0

Interference.

TRADE IN YOUR EXISTING HF RADIO FOR
THE NEW FT-1000MP Mk V
and pay the balance by either.
- up to 6 months INTEREST FREE!
up to 2 years repayments (apr 79.9%1

\ • CHEQUESPREAD
• FINANCE
CALL

-

MICK

OR

GRAHAM

NOW FOR FULL DETAILS

kint.mmoi

ART EXCHANGES - PAY THE BALANCE INTEREST FREE OVER SIX MONTHS WITH CHEOUESPREAD
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THE DXERS CHOKE
AD-K ..Kenwood Adaptor Cable

AD-I born Adaptor Cable
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100 MTR
f49
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£ 10 p8,p

PROSET 4
PROSET 5

kNE5E SUPER LOW LOSS
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£129.95
OPENING HOURS:

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
9 5.30
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FOR DETAILS

Yoesu Adaptor Cable

£14.95 each
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023 9231 3090

Kenwoocrs TS - 870S gives you something called an Intelligent Digital Enhanced

Communications System.
Or to put it another way, you can talk to someone halfway round the world and it'll

feel like they're in the room with you.
If you've never tried a digital HF transceiver before, you won't believe just how well
the TS 870S can find a signal that's almost buried in noise. And because its made
by Kenvvoocl, reliability can be taken for granted, too.
-

Features? High frequency DSP for post-IF signal processing, high-speed PC control,
automatic antenna tuner, a built-in K1 LogiKey for a full range of CW operations
features, 100 memory• channels...and that's just a taste. Your nearest dealer has the full
specification.

Best of all, the -1-S 870S gives you all this at a price that's amazing value. So you can
-

talk to the world without getting any interference. Even from your bank manager.
For more information on the TS - 870S phone 01923 212044,

KENWOO

YA E SU
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output. Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.
FEATURES

VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

•

i 000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220

•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The World's First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D. FT-1000MP, FT-920,
FT-990, FT-900C/AT

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm (16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg. VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000

Please note: VL-I000 and VP-1000 are not sold separately.

YAM SU
Yaesu UK Ltd, Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire 5023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.
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The QRP Component Co.

Keys and Keyers

R A Kent
Pump kit
Pump assembled
KT1 "pro" pump
Twin paddle kit
"

" assembled

Single paddle kit
"
" assembled
EK4 iambic keyer
EK4M memo keyer

EK4 memory upgrade
Iambic keyer kit

Touch twin keyer kit

"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).

Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).

Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Digest

BY 1 twin (black base)

BY2 twin (chrome)
STI single (black)
ST2 single (chrome)

Superkeyer 3 kit

£79.95
£89.95
£79.95
£89.95
£129.95
£59.95

Samson
ETM SQ twin paddle

£39.95

ETM9C X3 keyer - with built
£129.95

ETM9C X3 fitted with Schurr
£199.95

ETM9COG X3 keyer without
Paddles

£109.95

NB Samson ETM9 keyers use the S K3 chip

Schurr
Profi twin paddle
Portabel "midi" twin
Twin mechanism without
Base

£129.95

Keyers (ETM5 on)

Pump mahogany base

£1.50
£2.50
£8.50
£0.25
£0.50

£0.20
£0.25
£0.60
£0.85
£0.65
£0.75
£0.95
£1 .25
£0.95
£0.95
£1.25
£1.40
£1 .50
£1.50

(combiners/adaptors are stereo)

£119.95

lm key/paddle leads 2+screen
-3.5mm screened plug
-1/4" screened plug
Red/Black twin power cables
8 Amp £0.35 20Amp

£74.95

Twin mechanism for ETM

not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

2

Greenpur Macom)

8 pin mic plug
8 pin mic line receptacle
8 pin mic I m extn. lead
RJ45 plug
RJ45 plug (CAT 5)
2.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm stereo j. plug
3.5mm stereo scrnd jp
'A" mono jack plug
'A" stereo jack plug
'A" mono scrnd j. plug
1/4" stereo scrnd j. plug
Adaptor 1/4" to 3.5 stereo
Adaptor 3.5 to 'A" stereo
Adaptor 1/4" to phone
Combiner 2x 3.5 to 3.5
Combiner 2x 1/4" to 'A"
Combiner 2x 3.5 to'/"

Logikey
K3 keyer

£0.75
£0.35
£0.40
£0.70
£0.65
£0.30
£0.25
£0.60
£0.75
£3.25
£3.00
£0.65
£0.65
£1.95
£1.50
£1.95
£2.50
£ 1.95
£3.50

(Ns and BNC have captive pins-mostly

£99.95

Bencher

Editor address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the Digest are
CDXC Web site: http://wwwCDXC.org.uk

£43.50
£56.50
£65.50
£56.50
£69.50
£48.50
£59.50
£47.50
£73.50
£29.50
£15.00
£27.90

Swedish Pump Key
Pederson DK1000

Paddles

CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives

RG58stranded core(/m)
RG174 miniature (/m)
450 ohm slotted twin
300 ohm slotted twin
75 ohm twin (400Watts)
16swg H/D copper (/m)
Polyprop egg insulator
Ribbed poly. Insulator
Dipole centre box
Dipole centre "T" piece
PL259 for RG213
PL259/6 for RG58
S0239 in line socket
BNC 50ohm plug RG58
N plug 50ohm RG213
" " " rt. Angled
N plug 50ohm RG58
PL259/PL259 1m lead

01428 661501 g3tux@aol.coin
PO Box 88,
Haslemere, GU27 2RF

in paddles

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20 JUNE

Feeders, cable, connectors
RG213 Mil spec (/m)

£79.95
£139.95
Spares for keys stocked and repairs undertaken

£3.50
£3.75

£0.55/m
VAT included - P&P extra
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CDXC GOODS

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.

PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.

KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.

RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.

REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.

PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£6.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Shaun Jarvis MOBJL
11 Charnwood Way,
Langley,
Southampton,
Hants SO45 1ZL
UK

It will come as no surprise that this issue has
a strong D68C flavour. CDXC members
played a major part in that DXpedition and
an astonishing number of UK hams made it
into the log. Because the write-up is quite
long, especially as I want to include various
statistics and reflections from the
participants, I have decided to run it over
two issues. This allows room in this issue
for some other excellent material. I hope you
enjoy it. I have also had to hold over a
couple of other items — my apologies to
those concerned, but from my point of view
it's great to have a surfeit of material for
once! Incidentally, I was quite flattered
recently when Trey N5K0 (ex-WN4KKN,
expedition member of TXODX, ZL9CI, etc.
and co-owner of the HC8N contest station)
commented that the Digest is the best read
he has seen, because it focuses on actual
expedition write-ups, relevant reviews, etc.
Of course, this is entirely down to those of
you who contribute, so my thanks to each
and every one of you.
D68C wasn't the only UK-led expedition
recently, of course. There have been others,
including ZD7/8, VP8SDX, VK9C by G3's
TXF, SXW and MXJ, etc. And, of course,
G3KHZ is a participant at 3B6RF. No doubt
you will be reading about all these
operations in the Digest in due course.
Awards

I have recently spent many happy (?) hours
sorting QSL cards for my annual DXCC
update. This year is a big one, as several
new single-band awards have been
introduced in the past couple of years, made
possible by updates to the computer systems
at ARRL HQ. Although the Field Checking
of DXCC submissions has made life a lot
easier, many of the cards I want to submit
are older ones, which means they have to be
58

checked in the USA. As I'm worried about
losing them in the mail, I will be handcarrying over 500 cards to Dayton, to hand
in at the ARRL booth. They will have to be
mailed back to me, but at least I will know
they have arrived safely.
I love QSL cards, but sending your muchprized cards off for award purposes is
always a nail-biting experience. I do know
that the ARRL is looking at electronic
QSLing for this purpose, but there is a lot of
work to be done to avoid possible abuse of
the system. It really isn't as simple as some
of the extreme comments on the reflectors
might have us believe, and not just because
DXpedition operators are after your IRCs or
dollars (again, as some would have us
believe). And, of course, many DXers will
still want an actual QSL as a keepsake.
Indeed, despite what you may read to the
contrary, many DXers will never actually
submit cards for awards, but just like to
have them in the shack.
I guess it will require ARRL to take
electronic QSLing forward. I know of no
other single-body in our hobby with the
resources to do so. Once it happens, I am
sure others, like IOTA, will quickly follow
the standards which are adopted. It will be
interesting to see how all this develops.
Final final ..

Finally, a small point regarding logistics. I
frequently receive e-mails from members
regarding delivery of the Digest, or
requesting additional copies for whatever
reason. I can't help with these, as my role is
confined to editing the Digest and producing
a master for the printer. This goes to Neville
who then gets the hard copies printed and
circulated. So such queries should go to
Neville, please. I always pass them on, of
course, but contacting Neville directly is
quicker.
73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Following requests from members we have
decided to establish a new type of
membership to be known as "Family
membership". To qualify for family
membership the applicant must be the son or
daughter of an existing member, be 18 years
of age or less and be in full time education.
Family membership will cost £5 per annum
and members will be entitled to a CDXC
badge. However, they will not receive a
Digest or have any voting rights. The usual
100 countries worked/ heard criteria will of
course apply.

we look forward to welcoming many
members and their families. Let's hope for
some good weather! We will again hold a
raffle (including a ladies raffle) and we
would be very pleased if members donated
some raffle prizes. The raffle monies are an
important contribution to our funds.
Please let me know if you can help.

During the last two months, we have agreed
to make contributions to the following four
DXpeditions:

In the past those hosting the Summer Social
have generally subsidised it in some way.
The Committee has decided that it would be
better for the Club to subsidise this event
(and the Annual Dinner as necessary). Let's
have a great turnout! Please return the
enclosed form to Shaun MOBJL, our
Secretary, as soon as possible so that we
know the numbers to cater for.

•

RSGB HF Convention

DXpeditions Sponsored

•

PWOS St Peter and Paul Rocks
HK3JJH/HKO Malpelo

•
•

3D2CI Conway Reef
VP8SDX Falklands

This year's HF Convention takes place over
the weekend of 12/14 October and a flyer/
booking form is enclosed with this Digest.
The D68C DXpedition will be a focus of the
convention and it is hoped that some of the
3,452 UK operators that worked D68C will
come and learn more about DXing, HF and
meet the D68C team, many of whom will he
there. This will be a great opportunity to
promote CDXC and, hopefully, to sustain
the interest in DXing amongst those stations
who worked D68C as one of their first DX
contacts.

Annual Dinner
We all had a very enjoyable time at the
recent Annual Dinner and we gave Don's
G3BJ video of the D68C DXpedition its
first official airing. The turnout was,
however, disappointing with only 33
present. This may be an indication that
members would like to see a change of
location or a change in the format of the
dinner. We need to know your views please.
Victor G3JNB, John G3OLY and Barry
G4VXT have set out some ideas on page
(nn) of this Digest. Is this what members are
looking for and can we find volunteers to
assist? Please write to Don as Editor with
your ideas and comments for publication.

The D68C team is planning to give two
presentations - one slide, one video - on
separate days so that day visitors attending
for just one day can hear the full story. I'm
sure there will be the usual excellent lecture
programme. Don't forget however, that the
social activities are great and that it is well
worth staying overnight.

AGM and Summer Social
This year's AGM and Summer Social will
be on Saturday 14 July and the official
notice is published elsewhere in this Digest.
Trish and I will again be hosting the
Summer Social here at Further Felden and

It occurred to me that an idea from this
year's Visalia convention would be worth
pursuing. Those who had not attended
Visalia before and overseas visitors were all
given red dots for their nametags. To quote

4
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THE UK DX FOUNDATION
Secretary: Shaun Jarvis MOBJL
11 Chamwood Way, Langley,
Southampton, Hants 5045 1ZL
Tel: 01703 893391
e-mail: mObjl@btinternet.com

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Name in full .
Current callsign•

Other callsigns-

Address.

Country-

Post code .

Telephone.

E-mail•
First name or "ON-AIR" name (for your CDXC badge):

Proposer-

Cal!sign-

Seconder

Cal!sign•

Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
Fee enclosed (see over)•

(Cheques must be drawn on a UK bank).

I hereby agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the
CDXC Membership List for regular circulation to other members. I agree to my E-mail
address being published on the CDXC WWW page (http://www.CDXC.org.uk ).
Signed -

DatePLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Subscription received

Mailing list updated

❑

Welcome letter sent

Membership list updated

❑

Newsletter note

E-mail list updated

❑

Database updated

Badge sent

❑
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Bob's copy of Writelog was supplied by Ron
KSDJ K5DJ@writelog.com ...
you can also visit the Writelog website at
www.writelog.com
Many thanks Bob I think we can expect to
see much more from Writelog over the
coming years ...
And so to bed...
Well that's your lot for this issue...I hope
you have enjoyed it. If you have, or indeed if
you haven't, it would be nice to know as a
bit of feedback from the members would
make for a much better column in my
opinion.
All your articles are gratefully received and
we give thanks (the congregation should be
upstanding at this point) to Bob and Phil for
all their hard work in providing something
for us all to read.
As ever I have omitted much I wanted to do
with the column, articles I still have not

pursued, people I still have not harried for
comment, issues I have not covered (I did
not feel this was quite the place to discuss
the recent Foot and Mouth epidemic)...but
there you go, all the more to look forward to
next time...assuming I have done it by then!
I'll leave you with this...
It's amazing when you are going at a
contest in the company of other less
experienced op's...who may be agog at your
last ten score of 200 per hour, or indeed
marvel at your 30+ WPM on the key...to
think just how far you have travelled from
the point when you were one of those with
L-Plates who gawped from the sidelines at
the achievements of the maestro...not so
much water has passed under the bridge
since that time...therefore it is always best
to remember that Chinese saying...
'Never be boastful; someone may come
along who knew you as a child'
73 to Paul GOWAT

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(h ex 425 DX News for most of this)
till 25/05 D701AF: special station (Korea)
till 2002 EMIHO: Galindez Island (AN-006)
till August FOOCLA: French Polynesia and Australs
by F2HE
till June JW3FL: Hopen Is. (EU-063) by LA3FL
till 31/120E75: special prefix (Austria)
28/04-27/05 813EAG: special event station (Japan)
03/05-16/05 3B6RF: Agalega (AF-001)
03/05-15/05 SOI VOX: Wolin Island (EU-I32) by
DL7VOX
07105-22/05 SV9/PA9JJ: Crete (EU-015)
07/05-17/05 ZD8Z: Ascension Island (AF-003) by
N6T.I
08/05-22/05 VK8AN/6: Troughton Island (0C-154)
10/05-16/05 V47UY: Nevis by KRUY
12/05-19/05 1A5: Elba (EU-028) by ON4BBA and
others
19/05-26/05 OZ: Langeland Island (EU-172) by DLs
19/05-20/05 Baltic Contest
20/05-29/05 6Y I A, N6BT/6Y5, KE7X/6Y5,
N6XG/6Y5, K2KW/6Y5
23/05-27/05 IBOS: Santo Stefano Island (EU-045)
23/05-03/06 IG9/F5TGR: Lampedusa (AF-019)
24/05-01/06 PYOF: Fernando de Noronha (SA-003)
by K7BV

25/05-31/05 JW7FJA: Svalbard (EU-026) by
LA7FJA
27/05-08/06 OZ/DL7VOX/p: North Jylland (EU171)
27/05-03/06 SV: Thassos Island (EU-174) by
ON6HE, ON5CT, ON4AAC
from 29/05 JT I Y: Mongolia by IOSNY and others
01/06-12/06 JA6GXK: Me-shima, Danjo Islands
(AS-056)
01/06-09/06 JWOPK: Prins Karts Forland (EU-063)
02/06-03/06 IA5/: Giglio Island (EU-028) by IK2s
02/06-03/06 IG9SIX: Lampedusa Island (AF-019)
04/06-11/06 8Q7WH: Maldives (AS-013) by
G3SWH
05/06-19/06 VK8AN/6: Troughton Island (OC-154)
06/06-31/08 V02/K2FRD: Zone 2 517
07/06-12/06 MJ/DL I ZBO, MJADJ5BX, MJ/DF4OR:
Jersey (EU-0I3)
08/06-12/06 EA9/JI6KVR: Ceuta
08/06-10/06 Ham Corn 2001 (Arlington, TX)
29/06-01/07 Ham Fest 2001: Friedrichshafen (DL)
June TA: Kelken Island (AS-???) by TA2KI
15/07.03/08 XU7ABR: Cambodia by DL4KQ and
others
20/07-22/07 Northwest DX Convention (Seattle)

the Visalia programme: "What do all those
red dots mean? You've seen those little red
dots on some of the convention nametags
and are wondering what they signify? Well,
the folks wearing them are special attendees
at our convention. They're either
international visitors or they are newcomers
attending the convention for the first time.
Please help us make them feel welcome by
walking right up to them and introducing
yourself. After all, they came here because
they wanted to meet YOU, but they might
be just a bit shy about breaking through that
pileup of long-time friends surrounding
you".
This is an idea for the CDXC members
involved with the convention organisation to
consider, namely Roger G3KMA, John
G3LAS and Bob G3PJT.
Marketing

We are trying a different approach to our
marketing this year. In the past, we have
targeted potential members by mail-shot and
have received a response rate of around
12/15 %. This is actually quite a good return
but a lot of effort is needed to identify
potential members and to do the mailout.
This year we have placed an advert for
CDXC in RadCom close to the D68C
article. Let's hope for a good response!
Visalia
I again attended the International DX
Convention in Visalia CA, 20/22 April. It
was a good affair with a well-balanced
programme though, I think, there were less
than ten overseas visitors amongst the 600
attending. I gave the Sunday morning
Breakfast Presentation and was pleased to
introduce CDXC members John N7CQQ, a
D68C team member, and Mark G3ZAY as
Chief Pilot. There was tremendous interest
in the operation throughout the weekend and
we received many plaudits. We even got a
standing ovation on the Sunday morning —
this was very gratifying — we certainly seem
to have made an impact in Six Land!

IOTA 2000

Around 250 applications have been received
for the IOTA 2000 certificates. We are
checking these applications at the moment;
the first batch of certificates will be issued
before the end of May. It is interesting to
note that there were around 2,500
downloads of IOTA 2000 files from our
web site. Based on this, I would have
expected a higher number of applications
though, in fairness, the closing date for
applications is 31 December 2001.
Europeans dominate the applications with
very few from the United States.
Missing Digests
We have discovered that a small number of
members did not receive their Digests for
three to four issues prior to the March 2001
issue. Our apologies for this. Following
several requests from members we carried
out a detailed audit last April. We found that
our printer's computer labelling program
had a "glitch" and that about 5% of the
labels were not printed. If any member has
not received a recent copy of the Digest,
please get in touch with me. I have a number
of back issues available. The missing issues
are most likely to be July, September and
November 2000 and January 2001.
Next Year's Committee

I have been Chairman of CDXC since 1994
and would now like to stand down as
Chairman. John G3LAS who got back on
the air in the mid-90's and has reestablished himself as a keen DXer is
willing to take over the Chairmanship. Bob
G3PJT wishes to stand down as President
and I am interested in undertaking this role.
Don G3XTT has agreed to continue as
Digest Editor for the next two years and
Shaun MOBJL would like to continue as
Secretary. Ian GOKRL would also like to
continue as a Committee member. Mike
G3SED would like to stand down as ViceChairman but is willing to continue as a
Committee member.
Barry G4RKO would like to stand down as

Treasurer but will continue until we find a
replacement. Do we have any volunteers
please for the role of Treasurer? We would
also like to identify a member to join the
Committee and to act as our Marketing
Officer. If anyone is interested in joining the

Committee, please get in touch with me. We
do need and would welcome some new
blood and some new ideas!
Trish and I look forward to seeing many
members here at the AGM and Summer
Social on Saturday 14 July.

Presidents Patter
Bob Whelan G3PJT
Not very much activity from the home
station for the past few weeks apart from
playing with Writelog and thinking of the
needs of the next computer upgrade. A very
good trip to ZL for BERU was made even
more interesting with a spell of operating
from the mega-station at ZL6QH. So many
Vee beams and rhombics, I lost count. It
just shows what a few guys with lots of
vision and imagination can do. As a club
project it has enabled those with poor sites
and antenna restrictions to have access to a
great site with masts for antenna
experiments, for multi-multi and single-op
contesting, for Field Day, for LF, for the big
demo of amateur radio etc. For me, though,
the interesting thing is how such club
projects, where everyone is involved or can
follow their own interest, can breathe life
into the club.

It is probably true that such projects are the
very essence of healthy clubs. So with
CDXC members going to VP8, and have
been to ZD7/8 to 9M, to ZL, let alone the
D68 bash, in just the last few months, the
future of CDXC seems to be very secure. So
what's your project?
By the way, fancy going to ZL for a contest
or DXing or even a holiday, look no further,
go and stay with Barry, ZL I DD, Waiheke
Island, at Signal Hill Homestay. A fantastic
place. And now off to the 'YDX Cluster
party (sorry weekend) at South Cave.
Someone told me recently that the
difference between HFers and VHFers is
that the HFers like to party; dead right. So
see you at the CDXC Barbecue/AGM and
the HF Convention in October.

CDXC DINNER
To: Neville Cheadle G3NUG
Chairman, CDXC
From: Victor Brand G3JNB
John Boylett G3OLY
Barry Phillimore G4VXT
The low attendance at this year's Dinner
may be of some concern to the Committee.
At the Shefford Club meeting following the
event, I discussed this increasingly
widespread difficulty with John and Barry
and thought these notes might assist.
Should the Committee agree that the level of
support must be increased then, perhaps, the

event itself might be developed in order to
attract that support? At present, it is really
only viable to members living nearby and, as
such, is rightly seen as a pleasant social
occasion.
However, to our DXers living more
distantly, we think that it presents the
following:
1.

An expensive evening for merely a
meal and a talk/video.
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Unaccompanied, the member sees a
cost of around £100 when adding
dinner, hotel overnight, bar bill and

Also I made up a DXped log for the ZL4CC
visit in about 5 minutes and it worked
perfectly. What it doesn't do of course is
provide the detailed DXCC analysis one
sees these days in some of the dedicated GP
logging programs. Printouts of all the
normal log analysis are available. And there
is one nifty rate plotting routine. Cabrillo
files can be output as required. File export
and import is via ADIF. The files required
for supported contests are produced almost
automatically. E-Mail submission is
assumed.
A special keyer, the W5XD Multi function
keyer, connects to your PC via the serial
port and supports CW generation, opto
isolated outputs for left/Right rig, paddle
inputs, headphone switching, antenna relays
etc. All this on one port. I don't have one
but I will get one and report later. With the
imminent demise of the LPT port on the
next generation of PCs then effective use of
the serial port will be a must.
A good bandmap works rather nicely. I
hadn't realised how useful this can be when
S&Ping.
Modes supported, RTTY/SSB/CW/PSK. I
have tried them all but for effective use of
the message recording system you need to
have spent a bit of time setting up a good
hum free audio connection to your mike and
audio output from the PC.
Packet is supported but as I use a separate
PC for that I haven't given it a try.
Windows based. Not DOS based, so this
gives it access to many Windows utilities
and features. Such as a sound card for
recording and play back and networking etc.
I suppose there is an element of future
proofing too as DOS is not going to be a
part of later versions of Windows.
Anyway it runs fine on a W95, 100Mhz
Pentium laptop. Of course a laptop doesn't
really have enough ports to support all the
features of WL but ....
And being Windows you can layout the
screen to suit your own taste.

WL can be set up so that the function
of the 'enter' key depends on which
field the cursor is in. i.e. if the cursor
is in an empty call field then 'enter'
sends CQ message. If the call field
contains a call, 'enter' instead sends
the exchange message. If the cursor
is in the exchange rcvd field and the
field is full then 'enter' sends TU
message. If the field is empty and
you have specified that this field
must be completed for a full
exchange then WL alerts you. This
process is very slick (I think TR can
be set up to be the same.) There is
even a tic box for the CT groupies to
reconfigure the F keys to be CT-like.
Logical operators can be used in the
exchanges to test for special
conditions e.g. dupes and send an
alternative message e.g. QSO B4.
These exchange set-ups work on ali
modes. It uses .WAV files for SSB,
which you can record using the PC
mike if you like.
Things I don't like:
No printed manual. There is a very
active reflector, which is just as well,
because one of the things I don't like
is that there is no printed manual.
This is a BIG, BIG mistake in my
view. The on line help files are fine
but I find it difficult to debug/setup
using the help files. Apart from cost
I think it is a great pity that program
suppliers are not offering proper
manuals. This is a general criticism
of such programs. In mitigation K9jy
at www.k9jy.writelog.com has done
a great job in showing you how to
get started.

Overall
Programs such as WL take time to learn. I
am still at the start of that process. More to
come later. Overall a good program, I like it.

Things I like:
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professionally run and the Finnish Ministry
of Education supports its efforts.
Contesting and DXing are two of the most
popular Amateur Radio pursuits in Finland.
Countrywide amateur activities are also
organized by the Contest Club Finland
(CCF) and the OH DX Foundation
(OHDXF).
Located at 62 degrees North, Finland is
considered by some the "KL7 of Europe"-as it is within the auroral zone at roughly the
same latitude as Anchorage, Alaska. Finnish
hams seem to believe that by hoisting their
antennas higher and adding more elements
they can close the "propagation gap" that
exists between them and the rest of Europe.
In Finland, rotatable 140-foot towers are
fairly common. With antennas positioned at
lesser heights it would be very difficult to be
competitive under typical conditions. When
the propagation is favourable, however,
OHs are right in the thick of things--fighting
for victory. Some of these individuals are
not content with leaving their fate to the
whims of the local propagation though--they
head south and set up operations in
contesting "hot spots" in equatorial regions.
Those who visit Finland may be surprised to
see that the reach of the internationally
renowned OH2AQ DX Summit--the global
network of Web-based DX spotting--has
been extended into the horizon of new
innovation. The DX Summit is carried by
the Finnish nation-wide Teletext TV
network. Switch on a TV set anywhere in
Finland--in any household--and you'll enjoy
instant access to the latest information from
the site on DXing and Amateur Radio
contesting.
Many Finnish hams are exposed to state-ofthe-art technology in their employment as
well--as they work for companies that are
front-runners in high-tech sectors. Some of
these companies will be providing support
for WRTC-2002--Elektrobit, Nokia and
Vaisala for example. (Nokia, incidentally,
currently employs more than 10 percent of
the ham population of Finland.) But
ultimately, the greatest factor that has
contributed to the success of Amateur Radio

in Finland is the unity of its ham population.
While OH DXers and contesters compete
head-to-head in many events, the following
day they are back around the same table,
sharing what they've learned and planning
their next endeavors.
As the hosts for WRTC-2002, we invite
both the competitors and others to come to
Finland and experience firsthand the beauty
of our country, the depth of our culture and
the tremendous camaraderie that has
become the hallmark of the WRTC events.
WRTC 2002 homepage:
http://www.wrtc2002.org
The UK and CDXC were very well
represented by Roger G3SXW and Dave
G4BUO in WRTC 2000 — so is there anyone
out there in CDXC who wants to take up the
challenge? I'm sure, as Dave and Roger
both commented, it really would be a once
in a lifetime experience...
And now more from another good man you
can't keep down...over to you Bob for his
impressions of the Writelog Contest Logger

First reactions from G3PJT on Writelog
- ( after 4 months and 3 contests, some
DXpeding and some DXing
In a nutshell Writelog (WL) is :- A contest program primarily
- Windows based
Comprehensive

Contest program
Modules are available for a range of contests
(incl. IOTA), some written by 3 rd party
s/ware. Info to customise is freely available
but does need programming skills. At a
more basic level though you can add and
delete fields to suit from the contest
modules that are supplied. For example I
modified the general purpose DXCC log
which is included and it serves me perfectly
well.

petrol or travel.
For those
accompanied by the XYL, this
becomes upwards of £150.
3

Certainly the opportunity to chat to
others is attractive but in the present
bar area the low ceiling reflects a
noise level at S9+, making
discussion difficult and, at the table,
members are confined to a limited
audience. Late night gathering in the
bar may not be attractive to all of
those who have had a long
day/travelled distances to attend.
Thus, the evening may seem to be of
minimum attraction to those other
than the 'hard core' and local
members

CDXC has a unique platform. Almost all
members have DXing central to their
interests. Why not harness this factor and
provide a more substantial daytime
programme available only to members?
This would suggest a whole day with lunch.
Lectures or presentations at I I am (gather
for coffee 10.30), lunch (modest), one or
two sessions in the afternoon with a closing
cup of tea. Then, consideration might be
given to those who choose to stay on for
dinner and a witty speaker? This might still
remain as a relatively small number.
A random 'starter' list of possible topics for
presentation is attached.
Please accept that these few notes are
offered in a constructive spirit and do not
constitute a criticism of our most successful
management team.
73 de G3JNB, G3OLY, G4VXT
9th April 2001
Topics for presentation:
The following ideas are pretty basic and
may seem to be 'entry level' stuff to the
experts on the Committee. However, you
may be able to use then to develop
presentations that will appeal to both the
most advanced top DXers and to the less

distinguished membership
a) D68C - behind the scenes.... a funny
thing happened to me on the way to the
Comoros.. guess who forgot the
beer...Neville's night-time follies....who
pulled the wrong plug What DID
Mike actually SAY to the waiter?
b) Advanced DXing... new techniques...it
is not all kilowatts and mega-bucks.
c) 100 watt DXing.. getting there from a
small back yard.
d) Targeting a DXpedition... techniques...
special aerials... special knowledge ...
correct use of propagation forecasts
e) Working split....techniques.
f) QRP DXing ...techniques and setting
realisable targets.
g) Lessons on 'urban living' with a
linear...it does not always have to run at
a kW
h) Using the Web sites to hunt the
DX....talking to Pilots...watching for
latest data
i) Subscribing to DX News newsletters..
what you get for free..for cash
j)

DXing for the Beginner...personal guests
invited for the CDXC day (future
recruits)
by
member,
at
a
discount/incentive

k) Get yourself a DX 'Elmer'...direct help
and training for those stuck at 100/200
confirmed
I) QSLing to non DXpedition DX
stations....design to attract attention,
handling, targeting, personalising,
finding their manager, address etc...what
to do if 'not in log'.
m) What to do to locate/work badly needed
prefixes, arranging skeds, maximising
opportunity
n) Riding on 'coat tails' of high power
operators
o) DXing with the digitals... PSK31,

MMTTY, STREAM techniques...where
to find .DIGIPAN et al.

special controls (i.e. the ones you and
your handbook cannot reach). How to
use their 'split' receivers to your
advantage.

p) History of DXing in UK, USA,
World Was Marconi the first?
Memorable DX firsts

b) Training on use of various PC logging
programs.

q) DXing on WARC Bands.. antennas,
modest, monitoring and scanning

c) Actual tail-ending practice ...run 5
minute tuition sessions

r) Proper
use
of
the
HF
Beacons...interpretation...monitoring and
use of Beacon Wizard on station PC

d) Self training sessions...low signal
reading... with heavy duty QRM

s) Books on DX ...for each level of
expertise

Final thought:

t) What to do about the lids.. the deliberate
jammers... the QSB...the EU howling
mob

Perhaps CDXC should consider harnessing
the 'PalTalk' voice, video and text interne
program and facility to run a series of closed
tuition session at set times of the weekend
or at UK 'off peak' weekdays?

u) Cluster use and behaviour...'Talk'
techniques.. DX research...Digi to
Cluster.. F-key script writing

A private group, registered members only,
could be 'invited' to join a CDXC Chat
Room, chaired by our leading expert for that
session. The expert can be in any country of
the World..

v) WWV
and
Web
propagation
sites....reading the figures and the
forecasts
Or even training?
Consider small group training courses of,
say, 15-45 minute sessions to hone
techniques
a) Master classes
for small groups of
members on FT 1000MP and Mk5,
Icom, Kenwood etc. How to maximise
their operation for DXing, use their

WACRAL has introduced this 'mode' and
now have the first group running with
members from VK, G, DL, VU, W all
talking in a typical formal net
arrangement...much to the
amusement/amazement of casual visitors
(WACRAL not blocked).

Secretary's Update
Shaun MOBJL

A very warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Worked

Name

Location

N7CQQ

199

John Kennon

Nevada

G4WWA

100+

Tony Williams

Sheffield

MUOFAL

190

Colin Fallaize

Guernsey

continents will be selected based primarily
on their track records from past contests.
Some 45 to 50 teams will be chosen through
a variety of methods. These include open
applications as well as "Encouragement
Letters" sent out directly by the committee.
Leading contest clubs and the IARU
societies are encouraged to assist in
identifying prospective participants. We will
be keeping the contest community informed
on the progress of this selection process on a
regular basis.
The Contest The on-the-air portion of the
competition will be held within the 2002
IARU HF Championship. In keeping with
the original WRTC concept, every effort
will be made to provide the teams with
operating conditions that are as equal as
possible. Our plan is to set up 45 to 50
station sites in locations around the Helsinki
area; each equipped with identical antenna
systems. The Finns are considered
forerunners in information and
telecommunications technology. We are
proud to say that during the WRTC 2002,
some of these exciting new technologies
will be creatively utilised!

WRTC 2002--Preliminary Schedule
Tuesday, July 9th:
Competitors arrive in Finland. There will be
an informal get together and registration.
Wednesday, July 10th:
Competitors and guests will be transported
to the SRAL Summer Camp and the official
opening ceremony will be held.
Thursday, July 11th:
The first official contest meeting, the pileup
competition and an evening party are
scheduled.
Friday, July 12th:
The second contest meeting will be held.
Competitors will then be transported to the
contest station sites.
Saturday, July 13th:
WRTC 2002 on-the-air competition begins
at 1200Z.
Sunday, July 14th:
WRTC 2002 competition ends at 1200Z.
Late night "after the contest" events will be
held in Helsinki.
Monday, July, 15th:
There will be a tour of Helsinki, the awards
ceremony and the closing ceremony.
Tuesday, July, 16th:
Departure.

The Social Aspects
While the competition itself is certainly the
focal point of WRTC 2002, the social
aspects of this event will also receive special
attention. Once they've arrived in Finland,
the competitors and the other guests will
eventually be transported to the SRAL
Summer Camp. Summer Camp is one of
Finnish Amateur Radio's oldest traditions.
It's essentially a combination of a Hamfest
and Field Day, and just about every hamrelated activity is demonstrated. There's
something exciting in the air during these
camps--something that one has to
experience first hand to fully appreciate! A
variety of other activities--such as
excursions, parties and more--are also
planned.

WRTC 2002 Publicity
We'll be keeping the contest community
informed on the progress of WRTC 2002
through various means. One of the best
places to find the latest information is the
WRTC 2002 Web site: www.wrtc2002.org .
Amateur Radio in Finland
The Finnish Amateur Radio League (SRAL)
currently has 5000 members. This number
represents more than 95 percent of all
Finnish amateur licensees--the highest
percentage member-to-licensee ratio in all of
Europe. SRAL has retained its membership
while many other countries have
experienced declining numbers. To this end,
the League employs some highly advanced
initiatives--SRAL is quite possibly the only
national Amateur Radio society that recruits
new members through television
commercials.
The
organization
is

JULY
15-16 0000-2400
22-23 0000-2400

the idea to have all the competitors'
stations on boats on the Baltic as was
originally rumoured when a Finnish venue
was mooted...

CW SEANET Contest
CW Venezuela DX

CHILTERN DX CLUB

SSB

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

The UK DX Foundation

As required by paragraph 8 of the CDXC Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 2001
Annual General Meeting will be held at 12 noon on Saturday July 14th, at the QTH of Neville
Cheadle, G3NUG, Further Felden, Longcroft Lane, Felden, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 OBN.

JUNE
09
0000-2400
09-10 1200-1200
10
1100-1300

cox°

SSB Portugal Day Contest
SSB TOEC WW Grid
SSB Asia-Pacific Sprint

AGENDA
JULY
01-02 0000-2400

'4) /4611 0'
SSB Venezuela DX

1. Apologies for absence

W RTC—Onward to 2002!

MULTIMODE

Ari
Korhonen,
ari.korhonen @kolumbus.fi

JUNE
12-13 2100-2100
19-20 2100-0200

The next World Radiosport Team
Championship, the Olympics of Amateur
Radio, will be taking place in Finland in the
year 2002.
What is the WRTC? The WRTC is a
competition among two-person teams of
some of the top Amateur Radio contest
operators in the world. By bringing these
competitors together in one geographic area
and providing equal operating conditions
(antennas, power, etc), the variables
normally associated with radio contesting
are minimised, and the individual team's
operating skills are emphasised.
WRTC 2002--A Joint Effort Discussions
as to which country would host WRTC 2002
began during the highly successful WRTC
2000 in Slovenia. Well known for its long
history and high level of participation in
contesting, Finland was one of the obvious
choices. A common comment heard during
the planning discussions in Slovenia was
"The Finns must do it!" We are now pleased
to announce that WRTC 2002 will be jointly
organised by Contest Club Finland (CCF)
and the Finnish Amateur Radio League
(SRAL).
The Teams. The team selection process is
about to begin. Participants from all

CQ-M International DX
Baltic Contest

JULY
01
0000-2400
02
0500-1300
08-09 1200-1200
15
07(10-2330
16
0000-2400
29-30 1200-1200

OHIEH

RAC Canada Day
DIE (Spanish Island)
IARU HF Championship
South Pacific 160m
Colombian Independence
RSGB IOTA Contest

Not sure if this slightly different format
works, but I thought I would try something
other than the standard listing...0K its not
very different!...what do you think, would
you like to see WebPages included, or in
fact dispense with it entirely and just put a
special all singing all dancing year to view
in the December issue?

Now I am actually quite loath to re-hash
stuff from the internet to put into this
column but I thought this was but I was
quite excited to see that we will not have to
wait quite as long to see the next WRTC
showdown...now I wonder what became of
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2. Acceptance of the minutes of the 2000 AGM
3. Chairman's Report
4. Secretary's Report
5. Treasurer's Report
6. Election of New Committee
7. Election of Auditor
8. Any Other Business
Note that all committee members shall resign at the Annual General Meeting and, if they so
wish, be eligible for re-election. Therefore nominations are required for all committee positions.
Nominations and items for AOB must be given to the Secretary prior to the commencement of
the AGM.

Shaun Jarvis, MOBJL
Secretary, Chiltern DX Club
May 2001

POSTBAG
From Ian GOKRL: Dear Don, I read your
editorial in the January edition and the
subsequent letters that have arisen and I
have to say I really think people are taking
the remarks "big-gun, little-pistol" far too
much to heart.

from Saturday 21st July to Friday 27th July
2001. There will be 6 or 7 stations
operational with most of the activity on SSB
but yours truly will be working exclusively
CW. Other more exotic modes are expected
to be activated. We will be using the
callsign GSOUTT/P and QSL is via GOUTT.
Other facts - IOTA = EU008, WAB =
NG35, Scottish Islands Award - NH7 and
Loc. = I067TL. . I would also like to give
advance notice that I will be back in
Mauritius from 4 to 28 December, once
again signing 3B8/G4FKH, mainly HF CW.

I believe the terms have been in use for
many years, although perhaps not so popular
outside of the USA. I write this as the owner
of a station which has gone from "pop-gun"
to "little pistol" over the last few years. One
day if I'm very lucky I might make it to "big
gun" status but, if not, I for one don't care. I
proudly tell people I'm a "little pistol", all
my aerials are home-made wire efforts and I
have only recently bought an amplifier. I'm
heading slowly towards Honour Roll and
have been having fun in some contests.

From Peter, G3RZP: I will once again be
compiling a "Most Wanted Countries" List
taken from a poll of CDXC members.
Please send your list for this year to G3RZP,
either by post (QTHR) or e-mail to
peter.chadwick@ieee.org

What I would say is, if you don't have a big
station but enjoy what you do on the radio
then what does a name matter? Lets face it
the term "Ham" according to my dictionary
is "an inexperienced person" and we've been
using this term without offence for years.

Everybody wants P5, so you needn't bother
with that one! Deadline is end of May, so
that the list can be put together in time for
the next Digest. 73 Peter, G3RZP

So don't be shy, if you are a "little pistol"
tell people proudly. These "big guns" have it
far too easy anyway. I can't see where the
fun would be getting through a pile-up first
call! And if I'm ever invited round to visit
any of you out there you can be sure I'll want
to see the shack as well as the aerial farm....
Plus of course I'll never turn down a cup of
tea.

From Mike, GM4SUC: Planning for this
year's International Lighthouse/Lightship
Weekend, Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th
August, is progressing very well. A list of
stations that have already confirmed their
participation can be found at
www. vk2ce.com/i I lw/2001. htm

73 Ian, GOKRL (little pistol and proud of it)

Rules and information on the weekend can
be found at

(Without wanting to prolong the "little
pistol" saga, I happened recently to stumble
across my old copy of "The Little Pistol's
Guide to HF Propagation", an excellent
book by Robert Brown NM7M, noted
propagation guru. So the phrase really does
have a respectable pedigree! — ed.)

If you require any more information just
contact me at GM4SUC@compuserve.com

From Gwyn, G4FKH: The Dengie Hundred

Glad you had a
successful trip to D68. I was only able to
work you on 15/20 due to antenna problems
arising from the high winter winds and
proximity to a holiday in EA8.

www.vk2ce.condillw/index.html

From David, G3YXX:

ARS are off to the Isle of Skye for their
annual radio outing. We plan to be on the air
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published in RadCom who does not look at
who they have beaten further down the
list...now come on be honest!
So we could have a team event that had top
QRO team, top Low Power team and top
QRP team as well as 1,2,3 in each
section... 12 awards in total...not too many
for an event which attracts 300+ entrants I
would have said!
Now I know that the chances are that you
would still have the QRO team at the top of
the tree and from that point nothing much
will have changed, but think of the fun
further down the ladder with the 100watters
vying with the QRO types and the QRPers
dallying with both...we could also do away
with the Equipment code classification that
quite a few do not bother filling in when
sending there entry in and replace it with 3
section QRO/Low/QRP...
73 de Paul GOWAT

I fully expect to be admonished for such
revolutionary views...please write in to this
column and let us know your thoughts on
the subject (I'll put on the asbestos gloves
when opening e-mails)...

— say SSB? There are quite a few folk out
there who run 400 watts plus on PSK, and
many of them can be found having a
ragchew with someone quite close to them!
You only need to listen to the PSK section
of the bands to hear some really nasty
signals, and that is mainly because too many
people just connect their rig to the
soundcard, and simply wind all the knobs as
high as they can go!
PSK is an ideal QRP mode, and has been
taken up by the G-QRP club quite
successfully. Let us hope that it stays this
way!
Please understand that this is MY view only.
I have been active on PSK since the very
first Windows' version of the G3PLX
software was made available on the net, and
have enjoyed many "1 watt" QSOs.
73 for now
Phil GUOSUP

The above of course only represent the
views of the individuals who wrote them and
thus your mileage may vary ...but if you
disagree let us know...we welcome
discussion at CDXCDQC and 1 welcome
comments on any subject within the wide
spectrum of contest activities...

now you can't keep a good man down so
here's Phil his entry to Contest
Contentions...

OK now time for the contest calendar...

A few thoughts from me about PSK
contests
Phil GUOSUP

CW

I know there are some folk who enjoy PSK
contests, but I am not so sure!
I personally don't think PSK is suited to
contesting, as it incites people to run quite
high power on a mode well suited to low
power. I find that 25 watts is more than
enough for PSK generally, and usually use 5
watts or less, but if someone then decides to
"up the ante", then it really does cause chaos
on the bands. The extra power tends to
drown the weaker signals, thus forcing one
to use that bit more power to compete. Can
you imagine what the bands would look like
if we all decided to run maximum power on

MAY
13
1700-2100
26-27 0000-2400

FISTS CW Spring Sprint
CQ WPX CW Contest

JUNE
02-03 0000-1600
02-03 1500-1500
16-17 0000-2400
23-24 1400-1400
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CW WW South America
CW IARU Region t
CW All Asian DX
CW Marconi Memorial

THE RTTY CONTEST
CALENDAR 2001

Contest Contentions
An Interesting development in ARRL CW
Sweepstake 2000.
"One surprising development was the
fact that Single Op QRP entries
outnumbered the Single Op High Power
entries 215 to 213."

For a full list of contests, and links to the
official rules, check out this site:
www.rttyjournal.com/contests/index.htm
May 26-27

Anatolian (Turkish)
48hrs (36 for single ops)
June 9-10
ANARTS (Australian)
48hrs (30 for single ops)
July 28-29
Russian WW
48hrs (36 for single op)
August 18-19 SARTG DX (Swedish)
(3 X 8hr blocks)
August 25-26 SCC Slovenian
24hrs (from 1200 Sat)
Sep 29-30 CQ/NRJ WW DX
48hrs
Oct 20-21
JARTS (Japanese)
48hrs
Nov 10-11
WAEDC (German)
48hrs (36 for single ops)
Dec 1-2
TARA Sprint (USA)
8hrs (1800 Sat- 0200 Sun)
Dec 15
OK RTTY (Czech)
24hrs (0000 — 2400)

Source: ARRL Members page.

I have been busy working on and planning
the /A QTH in Kent, and now have a
sleeved dressed lead slate in the roof for
passing rotator and feeder cables direct into
the roof void, and putting a rotator on a
bracket on the 4/2.5 foot chimney stack
giving me 40 foot high for the initial
antenna - the tower will go up in 1-2 years
when the shack is built (10 x 6 feet) and the

conduits with draw ropes dug across the
drive to the 'vegetable plot' - in due time
there should be a good crop of aluminium
and wire!!!!
Again very many thanks for your efforts.
73 de G3YXX

Discuss...
This announcement caught my eye from a
recent posting on the QRP-L Internet
reflector...the fact that there were more
serious contest operators prepared to slug it
out and send in an entry to the QRP section
rather than the QRO one!...it would never
happen in the RSGB AFS CW contest...or
would it?
To my mind AFS is weighted toward the
High power op. There is no separate class
for either the Low Power (100w) or the QRP
(5w) op....therefore if you are running 5
watts or ahem! "400 watts"... you are all in
the same section.
Now I know AFS is a team contest and the
individuals score is less important than the
team performance, but I think this contest
would be greatly improved by increasing the
sections to include possibilities for the 100
and 5 watters... it would add FUN...
If rate were all in a contest why do we see
increases in QRP operation in ARRL
sweepstakes?...why do a lot of top operators
in the States unplug their Alpha or Acorn
Death Rays and go pint size?...I suspect
they are finding it FUN!
Some may argue that a 'Sections for All' is
just dumbing down and devalues the success
of those who do get to the top...but I would
say surely if you are top dog in QRO, Low
Power or indeed QRP you have all
competed against those in the same class as
you and your success is largely measured
against your peers.
I know the argument is also that it is
competing with oneself...Yes I agree but,
hand on heart, when you look at those scores

It is always wise to check the rules
thoroughly, as some don't allow use of the
DX cluster. If you operate as a single op,
and there is a limit to the number of hours
you can work, then please check how the
off-times must be taken. Some require that
the off-times are CLEARLY marked in the
log.
73 de Phil GUOSUP
I think there is plenty of sage advice in
Phil's articles and I for one certainly look
forward his next instalment(s) ...well done
Phil!
There now follows a few short articles
which will hopefully spark off a bit of
debate... its time for your soapboxes in...

so

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer hack to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may he of
interest to fellow members. — ed.)

QSL Manager's Society

ranks # 2 on the ARRL DXCC "Most
Wanted" list and the possibilities of a future
operation may be in jeopardy. Gulf News
reports as follows. "The Philippines have
sent a gunboat to a disputed South China
Sea shoal to ward off any attempt by China
to erect structures on the rock. This move
comes as Manila said it will follow China's
example by imposing a moratorium on
fishing in the Spratly Islands and
Scarborough Shoal to assert the country's
territorial claim over the disputed islands off
South China Sea." The complete article is
worth reading and can be found at

Bob Schenck, N200 announces the
formation of "The QSL Manager's Society".
This will be a web based "organization" that
will act as a point of contact for quality QSL
managers, and for DXpeditions or DX
stations looking for one. It will also provide
a central source of information useful to any
QSL manager. Please visit the web page at
http://www.qsl.net/qshnanagers

Halls of Fame

CQ Magazine has announced this year's
inductees into the CQ DX and Contest Halls
of Fame. Selection committee Chairman
Bob Cox, K3EST, announced that Robert
Allphin, K4UEE, of Marietta, Georgia, and
Robert Eshleman, W4DR, of Midlothian,
Virginia, were named to the CQ DX Hall of
Fame. Algis Kregzde, LY2NK, of Lithuania,
and Ron Sigismonti, N3RS, of Glenmoore,
Pennsylvania, will be added to the roster of
the CQ Contest Hall of Fame. Details will
be available on the CQ news page at
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com , the June
issue of CQ magazine, and the May/June
issue of CQ Contest magazine.

http://www. gu I fire ws.com/Articles/news . asci
?ArticlelD=13244

PropView

PropView uses the IonCAP propagation
prediction engine to forecast the minimum
and maximum useable frequencies between
two locations over a specified 24 hour
period. Results are rendered in an easy-tounderstand color-graphic display. Locations
can be specified via direct latitude/longitude
entry. Alternatively, PropView interoperates with DXView to allow location
selection by entering a DXCC prefix, or by
selecting locations on a world map; this
interoperation requires DX View version
1.2.7.

Scarborough Reef

Scarborough Reef, BS7H, (Huang Yan Dao)
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PropView requires a PC running Windows
9X, 2000, NT, or XP with an SVGA or
better display. This application is free, and
contains no advertising. Commercial use is
expressly forbidden.

Pathfinder

Our man Kurt, 0E1002419, noticed that
both the FR and LZ callbook URLs had
changed, tracked down the new URLs, and
sent them my way. So we have him to thank
for the updated Pathfinder searches now
available. Keep in mind that the F callbook
includes FR addresses, and so provides a
second source of Reunion QSL info.

PropView is available for download via
www.qsl.net/propview ; lonCAP installation
is included in the process. For a sample
screenshot, see
http://www.qsl.net/propview/propviewjpg .
To peruse the online help, see
http://www.qsl.net/propview/Help/index.ht
m . DXView, given a callsign, callsign
fragment, or prefix, determines the
associated DXCC entity, reporting its
location and beam heading from your QTH.
DXView presents a world map, upon which
beam headings, stations you spot, the sun's
position, and the solar terminator are
continuously displayed. DXView can also
display country maps for more than 250
DXCC entities. DXView supports M2,
Hygain DCU-compatihle (with or without
Rotor-EZ), and Yaesu PC-controlled rotator
controllers, allowing you to select a shortpath or long-path heading with one mouse
click.

Thanks to Fred K3ZO, Pathfinder can now
search the online Spanish callbook for EA,
EA6, EA8, and EA9 callsigns. That's two
new online callbook discoveries in a row for
Fred.
Tony, LU2DKN, recently reported the URL
for an Argentine online callbook.
Thanks Tony!
To update your search library, click
Pathfinder's "Info" button, or link to
http://www.qanet/pathfinder/UpdateSearch
Library.htm. The Pathfinder Web Client
http://www.qsl.net/pathfinder/WebClient/ )
has been updated with the above changes;
the only action required of its users is to
click their Browser's "refresh" button.

If you've already installed DXView, you can
upgrade by downloading
http://www.gsl.net/dxview/DX View 127Upd
ate.exe - store it in your DXView folder and
execute it; you can then run the extracted
DXViewl27.exe . If you've not installed
DXView, a full install is available via
http://www.qsl.net/dxview/download.htm

As always, reports of new online QSL
sources or changes to existing sources are
greatly appreciated.
Pathfinder is a free program that makes it
easy to find QSL information from more
than 100 web-accessible sources. See
http://www.qsl.net/pathfinder/ for additional
information and download instructions. Or
use the Pathfinder Web Client -- its a little
less flexible, but requires no downloading or
installation and runs in any Javascriptsupporting browser on Windows, MacOS,
Linux, or Unix; just visit
http://www.qsl.net/pathfinder/WebClient/ .

PropView and DXView are members of the
DXLab
Suite,
described
at
www.gsl.net/dxlab . Other released
members of this suite include Pathfinder,
CI-V Commander, and WinWarbler; more
are planned and in progress. If you are
interested in evaluating development
releases and guiding their evolution,
consider joining the DXLab reflector via

73, Dave, AA6YQ

http://www.qsl.net/dxlab/reflector.htm
73, Dave, AA6YQ
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pounce" method. I find that this manner of
operating means that you want slightly
different macros from the times when you
call CQ. Experience will help you with this,
and it does take a little time to find your
feet, but you will be amazed at how friendly
people are when they realise you are
operating a RTTY contest for the first time.
Some will even stop and chat, and offer
advice.
If you wanted to get really basic, then just
use MMTTY and select CONTEST
OPERATION from the menu, but realise
that this software won't compute your total
score at the end, and it doesn't really handle
much other than the basic serial number
exchange.
If you don't have a big station (and I don't!),
you may well find that it takes a while for
some of the regulars to get used to your
Callsign, and they may well ask you to
repeat it several times. Don't worry about it,
they just want to make sure they have it
right!
In many of the contests, you will find some
very good DX, and they can be much easier
to work, as they only want a 599 plus the
exchange. Don't hang around and ask for
QSL routes though! Contests such as the
CQWW RTTY leg will attract operators
from many countries, and you may even find
that it is possible to work DXCC in one
contest. I have also found that the QSL
return rate for RTTY is much higher than it
is for SSB or CW.
One small piece of advice here: After the
contest, please do send in your logs,
whatever you may think of them! Even just
sending them as a check-log is helpful!
The main reason for doing so is that it will
then validate the logs of everyone you
worked. It also gets your Callsign known
amongst the RTTY fraternity.
I guess it is the same for most contests, but
so many people tune round in a RTTY
contest, work one, or maybe two, stations,
and then do no more. I have had this happen
to me (someone simply wanting GU on
RTTY for DXCC), and then I find that I
have been docked points as I was the only
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one to work them! You may find that even if
you send in your rather small log as a checklog that the contest organiser might just run
them through a checking program, and enter
your score anyway.
I wonder if you realise just how few G's
actually enter RTTY contests, AND send in
a score at the end? The answer is very few!
In the BARTG contest this year, there were
a surprising number of G stations though,
many entering a RTTY contest for the first
time.
Here are several tips to help you enjoy
RTTY contesting:
I. Watch what is going on BEFORE you
start to transmit.
2. Read the rules BEFORE starting.
3. Check that you have the right contest
option selected.
4. Consider doing a single band entry if
that is easier for you.
5. Work out what the multipliers are, and
chase them.
It can pay dividends if you sit and watch
what is happening for a while before you go
jumping in. For example, if propagation is
not so good, you may see that the exchanges
are repeated several times. Consider adding
that extra bit of text in the contest exchange
in readiness!
Some contests call for the time to be sent as
a four-digit number, so please make sure
that your PC time is set to GMT and not
local summer time!
If you watch for long enough, you will
certainly see how NOT to operate!
There is much more I could add to this, but
time is short, so maybe I could continue it in
the next issue? If you'd like to know a bit
more, then drop me an email to:
penoper@guernsey.nct

Phil will be back in the next issue of
CDXCNQC with further insights into RTTY
and Digital Mode Contesting. If you feel
suitably hooked by Phil's article...well why
don't you try...having a go in any of the
following...

superb conditions and get a QSO with ZL.
Still a challenge too many!
I am going to help Brian publicise the ZL
Oceania Contest up here so watch this space
later in the summer.
Finally thanks to all the Kiwis, what a great
country they have and their welcome is out
of this world. Thanks to Barry ZLIDD, to
Brian ZLIAZE and Lynne, Stan ZL2ST and
not forgetting Lorna Hobson at the NZ
Licensing Office in Nelson.

If you fancy a challenge, it is possible to
integrate MMTTY as the RTTY engine,
with the WFIB contest software. All you
need is a null-modem cable, and the COM
ports to connect them together.
I won't go into details here, as the MMTTY
help-files cover it a bit more fully, but you
select a KAM type interface within
MMTTY, specify the COM port, and then
use this to feed into WFIB. Of course, you
also need to select the KAM as the modem
from within WFIB.
I am told that this combo works very well,
although I have not yet tried it for myself. I
do have the 9-pin D plugs, and the cable, but
haven't yet found enough time to make the
cable. At first, it was envisaged that one
would need two separate computers, but one
person managed to link two COM ports on
the same PC quite happily.
You can download WFIB from

Super article Bob...I'm not sure many of us
in the UK have had to contend with fending
off fauna in the amp!...arachnids in the
Alphal... Black Widows in the SB220!...also
thanks for handing out a great mult in
BERU this year...sounds like you had a ball.
Don't forget to stop by Bob's BERU Web
Page at: -

www.wf 1 b.com

http://ounvorld.compuserve.com/homepages
/Bob_G3PJT

and you can find MMTTY at

Here you will find raw scores from the 2001
entrants, comments and stories from this
and past BERU, as well as a history of the
event...not to be missed.

A good place to find out about the rules and
regulations for the contests is from the New
RTTY Journal at

www.geocities.com/mmhamsoft/

www.ruvjournal.com/contests/index.html

Now 1 am very pleased to introduce the next
instalment of 'Wliv don't von try.... so...

On this site you will find a list of the rules,
plus scores from previous contests, and an
email address to which to send your logs.
Most RTTY contests will now accept
emailed logs quite happily, and this makes
life very easy!
If you do decide to use WFIB, then
operating a RTTY contest is fairly easy, as
when you start the software, you tell it
which contest you are going to compete in,
and it then does all the calculations for you,
sends the right exchange, and at the end, it
will even produce a formatted log for you to
e-mail. Once you have got used to the
basics, there are options within WFIB for
modifying your responses, and these can
reflect - for example - preferences in the
way you operate.
As a beginner to RTTY contesting, you will
probably prefer to use the "search &

Why don't you try...
RTTY CONTESTING by Phil GUOSUP
Paul has asked me to do a short piece on
RTTY contesting, and I am afraid that it is
exactly that! Short! Time was a problem, but
here are a few guidelines.
One of the more popular contesting
programs for RTTY, WFIB by Ray
Ougeisen, is now FREE, so there is little
excuse for not trying a RTTY contest.
Another piece of software that has
revolutionised the RTTY world is by Mako
JE3HHT, called MMTTY. This software
uses the soundcard as a modem, and if you
are running PSK, then this program will run
on the same set-up.
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Pedestrian Mobile Record

corrupted DX spots from getting back out to
the network backbone, fixing some bugs in
auto-reconnect logic, adding user control of
cr/If options for loggers that were getting
extra blank lines, and a few other minor
fixes.

(forwarded by G4JVG)

A new record has been claimed for two-way
pedestrian mobile operation. On 28
February RSGB member Demetre Valaris,
SV IUY, and Max Pompe, ZLIBK, made a
two-way contact using portable low-power
transceivers with handheld antennas. The
record-breaking contact was made on
14348kHz CW at 0625UTC and again at
0645UTC on SSB while Max was hiking in
a park near his home in Auckland and
Demetre was hiking on Mt Ymittos. The
distance between the two operators was
I 7,549km, but the signals actually travelled
via the long path, an incredible 22,593km.
Both operators were using 5W output and
SV1UY used a 2m-long centre-loaded whip
while ZLIBK used a hand-held 5m centreloaded dipole.

See this and my other free software at:
hup://www.berkshire.net/-robbins/software .
html
David Robbins K I TTT
e-mail: mailto://klttt@berkshire.net
web:
http://www.berkshi re. net/-robbins/k I ttt.htm
1 or http://www.klut.net
SeaNet

The 29th Seanet Convention will be held on
November 9, 10 and 11 in Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, East Malaysia. A web site has been
set up at http://www.qsl.net/seanet2001/
with all the details.

Demetre and Max repeated their
achievement on 18157kHz on 11 March,
using the same radios and antennas and
from the same locations.
wintelnetx update

just uploaded an update (version 4.08) to
my free wintelnetx program. This program
lets you create a virtual patch panel of DX
spot sources. You can connect to multiple
Internet or RF-based Cluster nodes, combine
their inputs, remove dupes and feed them to
other nodes or directly to your logger via
Ethernet or serial port. A major capability
added a couple versions ago but not well
advertised allows setting up a TNC as a
remote Internet access point for RF users. A
sample is included that users a kpc3+ TNC
to allow up to 10 users to access my Internet
node from anywhere that has an Internet
connection. A sample is also included that
lets you connect them to an ar-cluster node
running on the same machine. No set-up is
required on the ar-cluster node in advance,
user logins are done directly via telnet.
I

IM1
x- M ET]

Some time during a conkrul I mod uruntral
rninutror lust Ixd i ehruyya ca. rey On my
molest team •

Fixes in the last couple versions include
improved dupe
filtering,
preventing
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GENERAL TOPICS
THE D68C STORY - "Reaching the parts that other Comoros
DXpeditions have not reached"
Neville Cheadle G3NUG, DXpedition Leader
This is the story of the D68C DXpedition to
the Comoro Islands in February 2001.

This DXpedition broke many world records
and established a new record of 168,722
QSOs. The initial strategy for this
DXpedition was formulated after our return
from the Spratly 9MOC DXpedition in
February 1998. When we visited many UK
clubs to present the story of the Spratly
DXpedition we were very disappointed that
most club members did not hear us and, if
they did, they felt they would not have been
able to break the pile-ups. This was despite
the fact that 9MOC was at that time, the
fourth largest DXpedition ever with 65,524
QSOs. We decided that next time we must
do better and that we must make a greater
effort to work the QRP and weaker stations,
the "Little Pistols".
Our Strategy
In order to achieve this, we formulated a
strategy along the following lines:
•

•

•

•
•

We would try and operate for at least 18
days including three weekends. This
compared with 12 days and two
weekends on Spratly.
We would be loud everywhere and have
at least six high-power stations (four on
Spratly).
We would have mono-banders for each
of the HF bands and get them as close to
the sea and as high as possible (mainly
tri-banders on Spratly).
We would ship all the kit in a container
to the nearest port.
We would seek out a location with some
reasonable accommodation so that we
could concentrate on radio matters and
not have to worry about life-support
issues.

•

•

We would go in February 2001 with the
target of making a record-breaking
100,000 QSOs.
We would base all our planning on the
book
"DXpeditioning Behind the
Scenes". [I]

Five Star DXers Association
At this stage, we formed the Five Star DXers
Association (FSDXA) with a simple aim
"To organise and undertake DXpeditions".
The founder members of the Association
comprise the UK-based core team that
organised 9MOC. FSDXA owns the various
assets left over from Spratly and is the legal
body that enters into sponsorship, airline and
hotel contracts. It is closely associated with
CDXC - (Chiltern DX Cub) — The UK DX
Foundation.

Early Planning
Planning started in earnest in early 2000
when we evaluated three alternative
locations, T32 — Christmas Island, YK —
Syria and D68 — The Comoros. The author
had visited Christmas Island and felt that the
Captain Cook Hotel would be an excellent
location — plenty of space, close to the sea,
reasonable accommodation and a supportive
management. T32 was also reasonably rare
in Europe and elsewhere and we felt we
could put on a good show. However, the
logistical factors were formidable — we
could only ship the container to within
around 1000 km of our target location, the
costs exceeded our outline budget
significantly, and many of the European
operators would have to be away from work
for four weeks because of the travel time
involved. Regrettably, we rejected Christmas
Island and we then did a detailed evaluation
of both Syria and the Comoros.

explains that apparently a big spider ( he
said 'very big' I didn't enquire how big) has
been living in the amp and put his legs
across the 15m part of the bandswitch. What
I like about 3-500Z amps is that they don't
even trip with this sort of abuse, just kill and
get on with the job!
Brian, ZL1AZE, gave me his band schedule
for ZL6QH before I left Wellington, which
was very generous of him as I didn't really
know what to expect from propagation. He
stressed that at the start, which is 1 am local
time, that I must just check 10M and work,
if I could, any of the well-equipped Gs I
could hear as conditions might not be good
enough on Sunday morning in UK. Then
after a few minutes I had to dive straight
down to 80M and work anything else I
could hear. So get up at 0045 and warm
everything up. Start listening on IOM, the
band was full of EU signals ! 'What's up',
`the solar conditions, that's what's up!' One
CQ BERU at 0001 and 58 minutes later I
force myself to stop the G pile up to go and
have a look at LF. Not a lot, few locals ,
some VKs etc and that's it, work what I can.
Decide to dump 80 and follow a different
strategy, (actually my Caribbean one) that of
exploiting the excellent HF conditions at all
times. Lots of running on 20, 15 and 10
work as many Gs and VEs as I can get in the
log. And that's how it went for the whole 24
hours. I believe there was a short period
around 1700 Z where it might have just been
possible to work into G on all the 5 bands
within a few minutes, quite amazing.
Odd thing was the lack of long path
propagation. I don't think there was very
much at all. Apparently long path is much
more prevalent down in South Island but
from where Barry is located, almost
everything is north and short path. And that
path to Africa, well it is south and over the
pole! Very tricky and no QSOs for me! I
didn't hear a peep from 9J2B0. I thought he
hadn't been on. Just nothing, not a trace !
However I did come across 3D2AG/P on
Rotuma calling CQ and no takers and
VYOCW called me !
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Summary
BAND
QSOs
80m
12
40m
108
20m
258
15m
217
10m
205
TOTALS
800
CLAIMED SCORE

BONUS'S
11
39
55
48
55
208
8160

The claimed score of Claimed score 8160
looks like a new ZL record.

Station Description:
TS850 and amplifier, Writelog software.
Antenna(s): Force 12 C4SXL at 13m and
100m over sea, 80m dipole
After the contest I gave Barry a bit of a
tutorial on computer logging. He has got to
automate because of the IOTA interest. The
QSL requests are something else. He is the
only regular station on 0C201. The JA pile
up we raised between sampling glasses of
local vintage was quite impressive.
And isn't the top end of 40, 7.1-7.3MHz,
different, just a few week BC carriers and
groups of ZLs chatting on SSB.
I hope that many more ZLs were around in
the contest than last year. We did a lot of
publicity in ZL with sending out leaflets and
I gave two talks on BERU, one in
Wellington and one in Napier. I am

collecting a list of all of the active ZL
calls. Can you have a quick look in your
log and e-mail them to me?
And the big Gs, well on 80 has to be that
fellow down near Southampton, 'old wass is
name, you know, 'im with the Titanic set
up. Pity he worn't on for BERU', — still
Mike was strong on Saturday morning.
During BERU, GOIVZ, G3BJ, G2QT,
GOWAT ( he wouldn't publish this if 1
hadn't said so), G4BUO, G4BJM, but
remember these are snapshots and only
impressions. What really pleased me was
the large number of G's with average
stations who were able to take advantage of

QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT
Well hello and welcome to this issue's QRZ
Contest Column...I trust you are fighting fit
and your grasp still extends your
reach...this issues column has taken on a
rather digital air...firstly of the simpler
on/off kind...Ladies and Gentlemen pray
silence please for the Presidents address...

BERU 2001 by Bob ZL4CC/ G3PJT

Back in 2000 we started to think seriously
about our special holiday down to New
Zealand. Well, we finally made it for 5
weeks this year, taking in the second full
weekend in March. I have to say that ZL is
one of the finest countries I have ever
visited. If you haven't been, get saving the
pennies now.
During the trip we stayed with Brian,
ZLIAZE, and Lynne in Wellington. Brian is
better known as the chief operator at
ZL6QH and we spent an afternoon at Quartz
Hill and played radios a bit. What a site and
antennas which stretch to the horizon.
For BERU, we stayed with Barry Kirkwood,
ZL1DD, at Signal Hill, Waiheke Island (OC
201). The details of Barry's homestay (bed
and breakfast) are on his website
www.waiheke.co.nz/signal.htm . I can
recommend it, beautiful views, friendly and
hospitable. Waiheke Island reminded us of
Cornish beaches and scenery but the
weather was really hot and sunny, 25+C,
lovely. I might add the station is at 100M
over the sea about 100M from the cliff edge,
with a clear shot around 270 plus degrees
and a superb takeoff on the short path to
UK. Actually from there pretty well
everything is north, - except Africa.
Although ZL is CEPT-friendly I decided I
wanted a proper ZL call, none of this
ZUG3P.IT . I asked for ZLOCC or ZLOC.
This didn't go down too well with the
licensing authorities who said that they
hadn't issued a ZLO since the 1980s and

implied that to do so now would require
higher authority. However they did offer
ZL4CC as this was available on re-issue.
ZL4's are not exactly common in BERU so I
said OK. They kindly issued it for 2 months
for $ZLI8 (£6). All done by e-mail, licence
arrived by return, very efficient. They even
said that I could pay when I arrived in ZL!.
My surprise Christmas present from
Rosemary last year was a copy of Writelog.
Apparently she had overheard me enthusing
about it at the HF Convention and managed
to get a copy. I am really impressed with it.
It is a contester's program (for all modes
including RTTY/PSK etc) but has DXped
and normal logging features too. However
what is does do is to interface to the rig very
nicely and so I needed to be able to control
Barry's TS850. That was the reason for my
appeal for help with Kenwood interfacing
on the Cluster in January and luckily
GOWMW answered my call with the offer
of a spare RS232-Kenwood circuit. I had
built up one according to the QST article on
interfaces but 1 wasn't sure it would work.
In the event it didn't, so good job I had the
GOWMW back up. I have left this down in
ZL so you can now plug your laptop straight
into Barry's 850.
When we arrived on Waiheke Barry told me
that he hadn't quite finished tuning up the
antenna because the weather had not been
too good. But with two of us working for a
day we managed to get the C4XL tuned up,
the 80m dipole hanging from the tower and
tree branches pulled away from the elements
so that the antenna could be rotated freely.
'Time for a smoke test', as they used to say.
10m ...OK, ....400w.... no problem, 15m...
100w... OK... 400w... shreeezz .'Oh', says
I to Barry, 'doesn't sound too good'. 'It's
only a bug', says he. At my surprise that
there was any software in this amp (it being
a mature design , you understand) he

Syria

early February 2001.

Syria was an attractive location as it was
much needed by DXers generally, there
having been only one previous significant
DXpedition. We established that we could
get a licence and our sights alighted on
Latakia, a Mediterranean resort close to a
container terminal with a reasonable hotel
close to the beach. Excellent, we thought,
for a really major effort, and within a few
hours flying time of London! However, the
authorities in Syria insisted that we operate
from the Syrian Telecommunications
building in central Damascus, that we could
have only 3 or 4 stations with much fewer
operators than anticipated and that 6m was
not available. In view of these factors, we
decided we could not meet our agreed
objectives; also, operating from the
Damascus city centre would be potentially
electrically noisy, thus causing problems on
LF. It would also be more expensive than
planned. A smaller operation in the future is
still a possibility however.

Why the Comoros?

The Comoros lie between Madagascar and
the east coast of Africa. Most activity in
recent years has been by one or two-man
'holiday' DXpeditions. Typically, they have
been using a single 100-watt transceiver to a
multi-band vertical antenna on the water's
edge. This is fine for working relatively
small numbers of European and Japanese
stations, but it fails to make a significant
impact in either North America, or even
beyond the top level of DXers in Europe and
Japan. There had been no major
DXpeditions to the Comoros for many years.
For those who are into statistics, the
Comoros stood at number 59 in the 1999
world-wide listing of 'Most-Wanted' DXCC
entities according to The DX Magazine.
However, many of the countries ranking
higher on the list - including Bhutan,
Tromelin, Clipperton, Tristan da Cunha,
Palmyra, Palestine, the Sovereign Military
Order of Malta and Libya - had been very
active since the survey was carried out, so in
reality the standing of the Comoros was
much higher. The Comoros ranked much
higher - at number 36 - in the USA Central
Zone in the same survey.

Comoros

In parallel with our research on Syria, we
carried out a feasibility study on the
Comoros. A licence was obtainable, there
was reasonable accommodation on the north
of the main island of Grande Comore, D68
was an ideal location from which to work
into the Far East, Europe and North
America. The initial response from the hotel
was helpful and we eventually established
that we could land a container at Moroni, the
capital of the Comoros, and get it moved to
the hotel. This was despite the fact that the
Comoros were not shown as having
container-handling facilities in Croner's or
in any of the other major shipping guides. It
was only in July 2000 that we eventually
decided to opt for the Comoros, leaving us
comparatively little time to get all the kit
together and to load and ship the container.
The container had to leave the UK in late
November 2000 in order to be on site by

We believe that not too much credence
should be put on the 'Most-Wanted' lists, as
only a statistically small number of DXers
responds to the annual questionnaire. These
tend to be those DXers on or near the Honor
Roll, whereas in 'real life' very many more
DXers will call a DXpedition than would be
imagined from its ranking on the 'Most
Wanted' lists.
Kingdoms

At an early stage we allocated the following
kingdoms (Why not? — this was a British-led
DXpedition!) to members of the core
planning team.
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SWL NEWS

KINGDOM

RESPONSIBILITY

TASKS

6 metres

G3SED

6 metre station, operational aspects, etc.

Antennas

G3SED

All antenna specs. Layout on site.

Corporate sponsorship and liaison
with Yaesu

G3NUG

Relationships with corporate sponsors (equipment and financial) with the
objective of maximising benefit to the DXpedition.

Bob Treacher, BRS 32525

Negotiation of equipment deal and management of relationships with
Yaesu.
CW

G3WGV

Ensuring that a proportionate volume of CW QSOs is made and that the
specific nods of the mode are addressed

DXpedition manual

G3WGV

Preparation and circulation.

Financial

G3WGV

DXpedition budget. cash-flow, management of accounts, insurance etc .

Fund raising

G4JVG

Fund raising in the amateur radio community

Licensing

G3B.1

Obtaining DXpedition callsign and all other licensing matters.

Logistics: Human resources

G3B1

Team scheduling to site and travel arrangements, accommodation

Logistics: Materials

G3NUG

Maintaining inventory. Air and sea freight

Marketing/publicity

G3XTT

Increasing the profile of the DXpedition in the amateur and general
media, DX news-sheets, etc.

Operating schedules

G3NUG

Devising a schedule that is appropriate to conditions and equitable
participants

Project planning

G3NUG

Maintaining a project plan with milestones and time-scales

Propagation

G4JVG

Providing propagation analysis to enable planning of equipment and
operating schedules

Prospectus

G3WGV

Creation of a high quality prospectus for sending to commercial

PSK31

G3WGV

Ensuring that a proportionate volume of PSK QSOs is made and that
specific needs of the mode are addressed.

OSLing

G3SWH

Responding in a timely fashion to QSL card requests via Direct, Barran
or Internet. Arrangements for SWL cards.

RF

GOOPB

Creating and implementing a safe and EMC capable station design

RTTY

G3XTT

Ensuring that a proportionate volume of RTTY QSOs is made and that
the specific needs of the mode are addressed.

Technology

G3WGV

to all

sports°,
the

Internet site: Supervision of maintenance of D68 web site.
Server: Development of the DXpedition server and operation whilst in
D68.
Logging software: Provision of suitable software and recominendations
regarding PC requirements. Configuration. loading, backing up of QS()
database, etc.
Chan room: Propagation and statistics charts on display and regularly
updated during the DXpedition

SSB

G4JVG

Ensuring that a proportionate volume of SSB QSOs is made and that
specific needs of the mode are addressed

Still photography

G4JVG

Co-ordination of still photography (prints and slides) to ensure that
sufficient materials are available for articles and presentations after the
event

Video photography

G3BJ

Preparation of a video of the entire DXpedition

The project had started in earnest!
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the

The last issue came and went without an
SWL feature. Sorry about that! From
memory, the deadline coincided with
planning for and attending the M2000A
reunion evening. At least the nonappearance last time has prompted some
input from SWL members this time. Long
may this trend continue!
Firstly, a mention that Simon RS177448 is
now a member. He was granted "family
member" status at a recent CDXC
Committee meeting. He has now heard 144
DXCC entities and now has a few
confirmed. He has largely been sending
QSL cards so he can claim the main IOTA
award for having 100 islands confirmed. He
has 12 islands confirmed so far, so has a
long way to go! Unfortunately, the laptop
he uses with Don GOMDO's EasiSWL
logging software is away being repaired so
his QSLing has had to stop until the
computer is (hopefully) returned to its
former state.

March. He heard stations in DL, El, F, GD,
GI, GM, GW, LA, ON, PAO and SP. On HF,
David caught up with 3D2AG/P on 10m,
VK9EHH on 15m, and ZKIJD on 20m but
his only new one was FJ5DX on 12m.
It's as though CQ WPX marks the end of
the HF winter season as each year very little
gets added to the HF log until the beginning
of October. This year seems to be following
that pattern with S79, FW5 and KHO the
only entries from 1 - 22 April! The 6m log
is at the ready, but as yet the best DX has
been GD!
At the time of writing, I have received 92
direct SWL reports for D68C. Some of
these requests are for as many as 17
band/mode confirmations, so I must have
well over 300 individual reports to confirm.
QSL cards are not available as I write this
piece. Cards will be posted as soon as
possible after I receive the D68C log and a
supply of QSL cards.
The Cray Valley RS have released the
results of their January LF Bands contest.
Full details can be found at www.cvrs.org
The Spring contest season is with us as I
write this. The Holyland (4X4) DX contest
has just passed, and the Helvetia (HB9)
event will have passed by the time this
appears, but the ARI (I) DX contest takes
place on 5/6 May and the IPA contest is on
6th. A week later sees the CQ-M
International DX contest and that is
followed by the Baltic contest. CQ WPX
(CW) takes place at the end of May. There
is plenty of contest activity to look forward
to. Consider posting an entry but, if not,
simply watch the bands during these events
and see that DX you can hear. I hope you
all caught TXOC from the Chesterfields.
Let's hope conditions were favourable so
that you were able to catch them on a few
different band slots.

Good to hear from Colin Cadby RS96462.
He has been SWLing for 5 years, has heard
291 DXCC entities and has 287 confirmed.
The 4 missing ones are D68C, PWOS, K7K
and YA/UT9XL. Colin was concerned to
hear that KE7LZ, who was the QSL
Manager for the September 1997 K7K
DXpedition, is reported to QSL only direct
requests for cards. Colin has actually sent
KE7LZ two QSL requests — in October 1997
and April 1999 — both with $2 and has still
had no QSL card. Colin wonders if he not
only QSLs direct only, but also doesn't QSL
SWLs. I can throw no light on the situation
— can anyone else? Colin does not have a
reliable route for YA/UT9XL — can anyone
help? Colin is also a keen IOTA chaser and
has 336 confirmed.
David Whitaker BRS25429 reported on
some fine 50MHz DX by aurora on 31st
45

Operations which have provided

Acceptable Validation Material

April 2001 are:

Team Selection

For Sweden, Denmark, Farces, Finland,
Greenland, Iceland and Norway:

AS-076 JH4TEW/5
Sa Island (January
2001)
AS-076 JH4TEW/5 Yuge Island (January
2001)
AS-154 TAO/IZ7ATN
Giresun Island
(February 2001)
AS-155 BV9L
Liuchiu Yu Island
(March 2001)
AS-155 BV9O
Lan Yu Island (March
2001)
EU-187 SV9/SVICID/P Gavdos Island
(July 2000)
EU-187 SV9/SV1DPUP Gavdos Island
(July 2000)
NA-218 CO8OTA
Moa Grande Island
(September 2000)
OC-144 YC4FIJ
Belitung Island
(resident)
OC-168 H44MS
Mbanika Island,
Russell Islands (February 2001)
SA-057 CVOF
San Gabriel Island
(January 2001)

Jan "John" Hallenberg, SM5DJZ, Vassunda
Andersberg, SE-741 91 Knivsta, Sweden
E-mail: djz@swipnet.se
For Ukraine, Russia and other CIS
countries:
Igor Zeldin, UR5LCV, PO Box 466,
Kharkov 61103, Ukraine
E-mail:
ur5lcv@qsl.net
ur5lcv @krars.kharkov.ua

or

For England (call-numbers GO and MO), the
rest of the UK, the Channel Islands, the Isle
of Man and all British SWLs:
Philip Marsh, G4WFZ, Columbia, 28
Orcheston Road, Charminster,
Bournemouth, Hampshire BH8 8SR,
England
E-mail: g4wfz@aol.com
We ask IOTA members concerned to note
the new arrangements.

Note: This list includes operations where
validation material was volunteered, ie not
specifically required for credit to be given.
In all cases, cards now submitted will be
accepted by Checkpoints if they meet normal
standards. This means that the island name
must be on the card.

Cast Your Vote!

IOTA enthusiasts are invited to cast their
votes to nominate the winners of the RSGB
IOTA Awards for the Calendar Year 2000.
(There is one award for "Most Courageous
Worldwide" and two awards for "Most
Outstanding" in Africa/Asia/Europe and
North America/South America/Oceania.)
The voting form can be found on the web at
http://www.rsgbiota.org/Vote . Please
remember to give your callsign; the votes
will be confidential but anonymous votes
will not be counted.

Updates on the above

Mid-month information on the issue of
IOTA reference numbers and validation of
operations is available on the IOTA
Manager's website above. Under IOTA
NEWS BULLETINS click the latest bulletin
under preparation.

•

We decided on a team of around 25, some of
whom would not be able to stay for the full
three weeks. This would give us a capacity
of 450 operator-days compared with 144 on
Spratly. The team was selected with great
care; every team member was sponsored by
a member of the core planning team and, in
most cases, was known to at least two
members of that team. We believed that this
was very important; maintaining the
cohesion of a team of 25 for a period of over
three weeks would be vitally important —
and we did not want any personality clashes!
We also decided to invite a youngster Mark
MODXR. Mark is a very keen DXer and, at
17, is the RSGB 2001 Young Amateur of
the Year. Mark was able to raise all the
funds he needed through sponsorship.

We also gave much information about the
DXpedition in the brochure:
•
•
•
•
•
•

New checkpoints appointed with effect from

•
•
•

At this stage we opened discussions with
our major potential sponsors and a business
case was prepared entitled 'A Window of
Opportunity'. This proved to be invaluable
in attracting sponsorship from both the
amateur radio and non-amateur radio
corporate marketplace.

In September and October this brochure was
circulated to around 150 DX clubs
throughout the world. This initiative was
lead by Steve G4JVG ably assisted by Taizo
JA3AER and Wes W3WL.
We also developed our logo based on the
coelacanth. This creature, dating back over
400 million years, was thought to have died
out with the dinosaurs. However, several
coelacanths have been caught off the
Comoros in the past 50 years.

The author flew to Japan in August to
discuss possible sponsorship with Yaesu.
The new FT-1000MP MkV had just been
launched and our D68 DXpedition would be
an ideal proving ground. We had used the
MP and the VL-1000 Quadra linears on
Spratly and they were extremely reliable.
Discussions were also opened with Nevada,
Force 12 and Titanex and various
arrangements were formulated with these
organisations.

Web Site

Construction of our Web site was started by
Nigel G4KIU. This was extremely
comprehensive and included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brochure

•

To provide the possibility for every
amateur radio station in the world - even
those running QRP or a very simple
antenna to make at least one contact
with D68C; and
-
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The Five Star DXers Association
Why the Comoros?
The need for sponsors
The target audience from the Big Guns
to the Little Pistols
How we will work everyone
The D68C stations — transmitting
equipment, antennas, the DXpedition
server
Location
Examples of propagation projections
The team of operators and their profiles.

Potential Sponsors

At this stage we produced an attractive
brochure to be mailed to DX clubs worldwide. We set out our objectives as follows:

New Checkpoints

To enable top DXers to put D68C in
their log on as many bands and modes as
possible. We believed that it should be
possible for top DXers active on all
bands and on all main modes to work
D68C on at least 20 band/ mode slots.
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About the DXpedition
About the Comoros
Antennas
Beam headings
Behind the scenes
Contact us
DXpedition server
DXpedition secrets
Equipment
Frequency plans
Modes and focus

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nevada trophies
News releases
On-line logbooks
Operators
Picture galleries
Pilots
Pilot news
Presentations
Propagation predictions
QSL routes
Sponsors
Sunrise/ sunset
Support team

possible to place a number of the beams
very close to the beach (although we were
not allowed to use the beach itself as this
was public property).
There were many valuable outcomes from
this site survey including the preparation of
a preliminary site plan, the resolution of
Internet issues (for uploading logs etc.),
container logistics on the island, detailed
costings, accommodation arrangements etc.
Don also managed to make around 4,000
QSOs as D68/G3OZF using 100 watts to a
Butternut.

The Web site proved to be extremely
effective as a marketing and information
tool. All the sponsors and their logos were
shown on the web site together with links to
their home URLs. The D68C Web site took
a huge number of hits while we were on air.
Between 8-28 February, the total number of
individual pages viewed was 256,714; best
day was Friday 16 February with 22,389
pages viewed. Since the site opened on 1
October over 300,000 pages have been
viewed.

Marketing

Don G3XTT led our marketing drive. The
D68C marketing machine went into action
with the issue of the first bulletin on 4
September. This set out details of our
objectives, timing, equipment and team.
Four further bulletins were issued prior to
our departure to an extremely wide audience
that included all the major DX newsletters,
the major DX reflectors, potential sponsors
and a large number of individuals who
requested information. The web pages were
continuously updated with the latest
bulletins and with developments generally.

Site Survey

An important next step was to undertake a
site survey. Don G3BJ (formerly G3OZF)
flew to the Comoros for a week. The site
survey had the following objectives:
•
•
•

•
•

Logistics

The logistics of a major operation such as
D68C can be considered under two headings
- People and Materials.

To deal with many logistical matters
once the container reached the island
To prepare some preliminary plans for
the antenna and station locations
To consider various environmental
considerations including security, flora
and fauna, medical facilities, state of the
hotel's generators, etc.
To finalise various issues with the hotel
To prepare a scale drawing of the site
and to scope the cable runs.

Both involved a formidable amount of work
lasting several months. For the people
logistics we had to deal with flights for 31
people (26 operators and 5 guests), interim
hotel arrangements in Mauritius and the
flights mainly on Air Mauritius and Air
Tanzania. Both Le Galawa Beach Hotel on
Grande Comore and Air Mauritius offered
favourable group terms for which we were
grateful.

As a result of the survey our initial plans
changed considerably. We decided to
operate well away from the main hotel
location and use a number of small
bungalows for the stations and for the
server. There was much more room for our
antenna farm in this area and it became

As a starting point for the material logistics
a very detailed inventory was prepared and
circulated to the core planning team. This
was based on the model inventory published
in our book 'DXpeditioning Behind the
Scenes'.[1] Over 500 inventory lines were
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IOTA CORNER
Roger Balister, G3KMA
Tragedy on IOTA "New One"
Operation

It is with great sadness that the IOTA
Committee has to report the death of one of
the team members that operated last month
from Mursala Island off the north west coast
of Sumatra (0C-245/Pr). Following the
operation all the members fell seriously ill
with Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever and
Malaria on their way back to the mainland
and INDRA DEWI INDRI ASTUTI, the girl
friend of Agus, YC6JKV, died. Agus,
himself was unconscious but is now
recovering in hospital. The other members
are now out of hospital.

the Most Needed DXCC Entities List and
IOTA's Most Wanted Island Group List
shows almost total lack of overlap_ In fact
hardly any of the island entities in the top 50
Most Needed Entities List features in the top
250 Most Wanted IOTA groups - most fall
in the 250-500 category or lower still. This
would seem to confirm what we always
suspected - that a disproportionally large
percentage of IOTA members have very
high DXCC scores on or near the DXCC
Honour Roll. This is a subject well worth
further research!

IOTA Reference Numbers Issued

Indra Dewi was a much-valued and
respected member of the Mursala team.
Although a non-amateur, she contributed to
its success, helping in many ways as cook
and on general support duties. Our thoughts
and condolences go out to her family and to
Agus, and to the whole team on their tragic
loss.

AS-154 TA Black Sea Coast East group
(Turkey)
AS-155
BV Taiwan's Coastal Islands
(Taiwan)
EU-188/Pr RIP Pechorskoye Sea Coast
West group (Russian Federation)
NA-218
C08
Las
Tunas/Holguin/Santiago de Cuba Province
group (Cuba)
0C-245/Pr
YB5-6 Sumatra's Coastal
Islands North (Indonesia)

(Note to those who worked Lily YB6LYS/P,
Agus YC6JKV/P, Dayan YC6LAY/P, or Zul
YC6PLG/P. PLEASE be patient about the
QSL cards - it will take a little time. They
have been through a terrible experience and
will have more important priorities.)

Provisional IOTA Reference Numbers
as at 1 April 2001

EU- I88/Pr RIP Pechorskoye Sea Coast
West group (Russian Federation)
0C-244/Pr DUI-4 Luzon's Coastal Islands
(Philippines)
0C-245/Pr
YB5-6 Sumatra's Coastal
Islands North (Indonesia)

1000 IOTA GROUPS

1000 IOTAs! The milestone was reached on
15 April 2001 with the issue of AF-090/Pr
to 5R8GT operating from Sainte Marie
Island off Madagascar. The IOTA Honour
Roll to be published shortly shows a number
of the leading stations with scores above
950. To reach that level is perhaps one of
the biggest performance challenges in HF
DXing today, particularly for those who do
not have a capability or interest in multiband
or LF band DXing. A quick comparison of

Note: A full listing of new IOTA reference
numbers issued since publication of IOTA
Directory 2000 may be found on the IOTA
Manager's website at
httplIwww.eo19.dialpipex.com/index.shtmL
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As a result, I was involved heavily with
producing EMC Standards, and had enough
Air Miles and holiday to go to the ETSI
Resolution meeting after the public
comments were received on the EMC
Standard for Commercially Available
Amateur Radio Equipment, and so
contributed there. I also found out that the
ITU Recommendation SM.329 adopted at
WRC97 had some items in there which were
problematical for amateur radio, especially
at VHF/UHF and above, and got the CEPT
Recommendation on Spurious Emissions
modified to take this into account, at least
for Europeans. This also led to me spending
a fair amount of time acting as a technical
consultant on amateur radio as part of the
UK delegation to ITU Task Group 1/5 on
Out of Band Emissions. This has used a lot
of holiday time up over the last five years.
One advantage has been that I've been able
to meet people like Paul Rinaldo, W4RI of
ARRL, and Larry Price, W4RA, President
of IARU; they were thus able to be two of
the nominators for my Senior Membership
of the IEEE. I also spent a fair amount of
time on RSGB Council, being President in
1993. I did get one advantage from that — I
made an official visit to ARRL when over
there on business, and had my 300 plus
DXCC cards checked that day, the
certificate presented by K IZZ, and the
picture in QST. Rank occasionally has its
privileges.

I don't use packet — 'real hams don't need
telling where DX is, they find it for
themselves!' and the whole digital
communication business, other than CW,
leaves me cold — maybe because I've done
so much of it professionally. I'm also not in
favour of spending much money on ham
radio gear, preferring to build and spend on
test equipment. I have an HP spectrum
analyser with 110 and 1200 MHz plug-ins, a
Vector Voltmeter, impedance bridge,
frequency counter, RF, AF and pulse signal
generators, distortion and AF power meters,
RF power meter, valve voltmeter, 100MHz
analogue oscilloscope and so on. The
trouble with test gear is that it sometimes
tells you things you'd rather not know! Still,
I'll see what there is in the flea market at
Dayton this year. I also have a weakness for
collecting old radio books, which will
probably be indulged at Dayton. As well as
drinking beer (well, American coloured
water) and partying with the Sultans of
Schwing (WE9V, KA9FOX, K9NW,
K9PG) and the Society of Mid Western
Contesters, they who operate form the
'Black Hole' of the Midwest (W9 land)
So I'm looking forward to retirement as
soon as it's financially viable, and more
time playing at ham radio. What more could
one want?

I need North Korea (who doesn't?), KH7K
(Kure) and KP1 (Navassa). I was on holiday
for the last KH7K, and away on business for
the KP1. DXing isn't helped by the fact that
I fell when getting off a bus at a CEPT
meeting in 1998, which triggered sciatica,
making it hard to sit down for long periods.
Then I got a leg infection at an ITU meeting
in 1999, which led to 16 days in hospital,
two operations and 4 months off work.

IRCs
Phil G3SWH still has IRCs and $
available. See ad in previous Digests for
details.
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listed together with the call of the team
member responsible for obtaining each item.

real shiver up our spines! We were also
worried about the high temperatures in the
container reaching 45+°C. but this did not in
fact prove to be a problem.

All the items were brought together over a
period of four months at the author's home
in Felden, Hens about 25 miles (40km)
north of London. During six weekends a
number of "AntennaFests" were organised
during which we built all the antennas,
checked all the radios and fitted numerous
PL-259 plugs to many lengths of coax
totalling 4,000 metres. Tony GOOPB, our
RF king, was a real expert at this! The Force
12 antennas in particular were a dream to
build and, after testing, were broken down
to just under 20 foot lengths so that they
would fit inside the container. All ten masts
were built, five were 30 foot telescopic
masts and five were 40 foot masts made of
heavy alloy tube. All the guy sets were also
made at this time and where feasible, were
attached to the masts.

At this stage our first major hiccup occurred.
We had estimated that the kit in the
container weighed 3 to 31/2 tonnes: the
container itself weighed 21/2 tonnes, so we
told the shipper that the gross weight was 66' tonnes.
There follows a story of British
workmanship by Don Beattie G3BJ, for
which we refer you back to p.39 of the
January Digest. Fortunately, from then on
everything went smoothly, the container
arriving at the hotel in Grande Comore
about 2 weeks before the team.
During December and January we worked
hard to attract funds from both the amateur
and non-amateur market places; we drafted
the DXpedition manual and formulated
detailed installation plans for the stations,
the computery and for the 20 antenna
projects. It was interesting to note that
although we started planning to have six
stations, we ended up with ten, only one of
which did not have a linear!

The emphasis of our work at this stage was
to build and test everything in advance so
that we could get on the air very quickly
when we arrived on the island. We even
made machines to reel up the cable at the
end of the DXpedition!
The container was deposited at Felden in
early November and packing then started in
earnest. A number of heavy wooden frames
were fitted inside the container so that the
many antennas could be shipped in the roof
space. This proved to be a very satisfactory
arrangement and enabled us to optimise the
use of space in the container. It took three
weekends to pack the container securely.
There were of course the inevitable last
minute deliveries but nevertheless, we kept
to the timetable set out several months
previously.

Finances
The finances for a project like this are
extremely complex with numerous
currencies involved — Yen, Dollars, French
and Comoran Francs, Sterling, Mauritian
Rupees etc., and the overall expenditure
amounted to over £80,000 a very significant
sum. Keeping all this under control was the
responsibility of King MoneyBags a.k.a.
John G3WGV. And, yes, we did come out
in the black —just!

Technology

We also discovered a phenomenon known
as 'container rain'. Apparently, when
shipping a container into the tropics it can
start to rain (literally) inside and ruin
cardboard boxes etc. We discovered some
material called "Cargo Dry" that prevents
this. The thought of all our radio kit and
computers being thoroughly soaked sent a

D68C pioneered a number of technical
innovations, mainly based on server
software developed by John G3WGV. All
operating positions were connected by
Ethernet to a central server, providing each
operator with information not normally
available in a DXpedition situation. The
logging software, which was part of the total
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system, also had fully integrated RTTY and
CW facilities. So, without giving a full
breakdown of the extensive system, imagine
one of the DXpedition operators starting a
spell after a much-needed rest. On logging
on at an operating position, the CW keyer
settings at that position immediately
reflected his personal preferences. He was
able to see, using simple commands, who
was operating at each other position, and on
what mode and frequency. As he worked the
pile-up, because the complete DXpedition
log was constantly updated to the server, he
was able to list all QSOs made so far by any
station he worked, as well as being able to
check not only his own run rate, but that of
the DXpedition as a whole. A huge amount
of other data was available to him from his
operating position. When he finished his
shift, he could go to the server itself, and see
a full statistical breakdown of the
DXpedition to date, by band, mode, area of
the world, DXpedition operator, etc.
Of course, all this information was made
available via the Internet to the DXpedition
pilots, allowing them to respond effectively
to e-mails and phone calls from around the
world. We believe that the level of
integration of this operator
support/logging/DXpedition management
software went well beyond anything that any
previous DXpedition had used. We were all
delighted with it.

First Days on Site
Our journey to Grande Comore via
Mauritius was uneventful and we arrived at
the hotel in excellent spirits on Tuesday 6
February in the early afternoon. The first
task was to get customs clearance for the
container, which had remained sealed for
the whole of its journey. This took about 15
minutes and went very smoothly. Unpacking
then started and the container was emptied
in about 3 hours despite temperatures of
35+°C. Mike G3SED, the Antenna King,
and Don G3X1T undertook a quick survey
of the site and made some changes to the
initial plans. These meant being able to put

the 85-foot Titanex virtually on the beach
and four monobanders within metres of the
sea.
Various teams of four were formed to
undertake the various antenna projects and
at the same time two of the team installed
the stations and a further two installed the
computers and the network.
Everything went to plan and then the rain
came down. It was like working in a car
wash!
It rained and rained and
rained for almost four days. We all
got very wet but pressed on regardless and
in the first 21/2 days completed the
installation of all the key antennas. Virtually
everything was ready by late Thursday
evening 8 February and we went on the air
at midnight local time.
It had been a great temptation to go on the
air after 11/2 days when 3 to 4 stations and
antennas were ready but we resisted this.
We felt once we started operating, we would
never get the impetus back into the antenna
projects. In the event we opened up with
eight stations at the same time, the
PacketClusters went mad and we worked
16,412 stations in the first 24 hours of
operation, a new world record.

The Operation
Everything went very smoothly, the pile-ups
were enormous and we all had great fun. We
worked in four-hour shifts, each operator
taking a minimum of two shifts each day.
Two of us did all the operator scheduling —
we scheduled approximately 50 shifts each
day and tried to keep two days ahead. We
devised a system whereby we met each
operator's preferences in terms of bands,
modes and target areas. Each operator got a
fair share of day and night shifts and time
off on request. The system was flexible so
that if, for example, an operator had had
enough of working Europe on 20m SSB, he
could be switched to another sector. This
scheduling process took the two of us about
an hour each day and seemed to work well.
Additional shifts were available on a
volunteer basis and some operators put in a

That's capable of being autotuned, and it's a
good DX antenna. Antenna number 2 is an
80m dipole, fed with open wire line, which
can also be used as a receive antenna on
160. The centre is at 60 feet up on the tower,
and the ends at 30 feet. It's better for short
haul stuff, as you might expect. That is fed
from a classical split stator capacitor tuned
circuit; because the feedline is about 60 feet
long, it's a high impedance on 80 and 40.
That ATU is also capable of autotune.
40. The 80m dipole acting as a two half
wave in phase collinear. The ATU uses the
same capacitor as the 80m one, but the
circuit is a balanced L match, using big
toroids (4 inch diameter dust iron). This was
designed from measurements of the antenna
feed impedance, (using a professional RF
Admittance bridge, picked up for £5 at the
last Alexandra Palace rally - £5 because the
handles are rusty!) and lots of calculations
on a Smith chart. The alternative is a set of 3
dipoles sloping around the tower, with the
cable lengths such that the unused dipoles
are tuned as reflectors. Gives about 6dB
F/B. According to G3HCT when he was in
Botswana, it's competitive with most EU
stations. Interestingly enough, comparison
checks with VKs have shown that quite
often, the slopers receive the best signal, but
the collinear transmits it — and there's up to
2 S points difference at both ends.
30. The 80-m dipole again, and a sloping
dipole from the tower.

Now I know some of these SM guys are
pretty big and strong, but...
12m. A vertical dipole in the trees.
There's also a 2m 5/8 over 5/8 collinear on
top of the tower at about 70 feet at its base,
with a home brew 10 watt PA and receive
pre-amp up there, all in a waterproof box.
That gives pretty good coverage on 2m
simplex.
The rig is a much modified FT102, which I
inherited from G8ON when he went SK in
1984. The usual FT102 relay troubles are
pretty easily fixed: the bigger problem was
the receive spur on 80 and 40, but that
succumbed to 18 hours work with over
£70k's worth of test gear borrowed from
work one weekend. I'm not convinced from
the specs of present rigs that they
outperform it to any noticeable extent in RF
terms, although it's short on the bells and
whistles side. That, coupled with the linear
previously described, and a separate single
4-400 in grounded grid for 10, does pretty
well. At the moment, the receive antennas
for 160 include a tuned rotatable loop with a
push — pull E88CC cathode follower (the
induced voltages on TX would blow a
semiconductor), and the 80m dipole. I've
tried EWEs, and will be putting them back
later — there's just been a rebuild job done
on that side. The low noise horizontal loop
of K6STI's from QST some years back was
tried, and I found it useless.
With all this, I'm gradually working towards
5BDXCC and a 160m DXCC. I suppose I
spend too much time building and doing
other things in ham radio, such as the QSL
Bureau (Lynne is theoretically the G4BAA-

20. The 5 element monoband Yagi. I wonder
if a 4 element Yagi on the same boom
length wouldn't be a bit better, though.
17. A home made dipole, waiting to go back
up on the tower at 65 feet.

BZZ sub manager, but I've done it for the
last 16 or 17 years). I also review articles for
RadCom, re-wrote the Receivers chapter of
the RSGB Radiocommunications
Handbook, and am a Technical Advisor for
IARU. At one stage, my work involved
going to ETSI (European
Telecommunications Standards Institute) a
lot, as well as occasional visits to CEPT
Working Groups and ITU Working Parties.

15/10. A Cue-Dee (Swedish) 4 element for
each band monoband Yagi, interlaced on the
same boom. Mechanically a bit so-so, but
it's held together for 14 years and
electrically, it goes! The instructions tell you
to assemble it, and hold it in one hand to
establish the balance point. The same
instructions apply for a 6 element 20m beam
on a 55 foot boom, weighing about 48kG.
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paid a chap £50 to dig a hole 5 by 5 by 5
feet deep, by hand, and he earned his money

local control in the ATU shed for servicing:
a '2 holer' Bird Thruline section drives
Forward and Reverse power meters — see
photo. Future projects include linears for 2
and 70cm, an el-az mount for satellite/EME,
4 and 6m transceivers, motorising the tower
winch, an HF receiver and a new autotune
linear. This will use a 4CX 1000 because I
gave a lecture at a radio club, and they gave
me a brand new socket and chimney for a
4CX 1000. G4DGU was passing through
town one day, bought lunch for Lynne and
myself and gave me a 4CX1000. A
customer I was visiting who was a ham gave
me another 4CX 1000 when he heard I
needed a spare, and there's the wedding
present vacuum variables...G8JFJ gave me
a 10H 1 amp filter choke, while G8GSQ has
a source of custom made HV transformers at
reasonable prices. I've machined up the
material and assembled the gearboxes for
the vacuum variables, motorised a suitable
switch, and manufactured some heavy duty
RF contactors for it so far. Lynne also wants
a 5 inch gauge live steam railway round the
garden, but that will have to wait for
retirement!

Initially, the installation was the 205BA 5
element monobander for 20 and a 3 element
trapped Mosley beam for 10 and 15 above it
at 68 feet. Add the LF antennas, and there's
a lot of coaxes to run from the tower into the
lounge, where the station is — Lynne says
that's it's antisocial to have the station
where the other party can't listen if they've a
mind to. So the Mk 1 antenna switch was
born. This took band information from the
transceiver, digitised it and added a number
representing the antenna desired, feeding the
4 bit number over a cable to the garage.
Here it was decoded, and the appropriate
antenna or ATU selected. The 80m ATU
was motor tuned, which necessitated another
cable, but the system was a bit limited.
As a result, the Mark 2 came into being. A 6
by 4 foot garden shed was placed at the base
of the tower, and the old 5-1/2 foot high 19
inch rack of fathers' put in it. Add mains,
and the Mark 2 Switch fits in the rack. This
had a PSU panel, a coaxial switch
(homebrew) using a ledex for selecting the
correct antenna set for each band or the
ATU, a decode tray and the tuners. Lack of
mechanical construction facilities meant
there were problems with alignment of bits
in the tuner. Additionally, if there was a
fault, it was difficult to trouble shoot
without running back and forth to the other
end of the house. In 1998, we had an
extension built, and so got the workshop
I've always wanted. This has a guillotine
that will crop 1 metre wide sheets of 14swg
aluminium, a lathe, a milling machine, a
vertical drill, a small folder, a grinder, a
brazing hearth and a fitting bench. Home
brew is now much easier, and the Mark 3
ATU takes full advantage of this. The data
is now a 5 bit word allowing 32 possible
antenna selections, and because pressing a
switch to tune the tuner is hard work, the
VFO frequency is converted to a DC control
voltage, and the ATU automatically driven
to the correct tuning point on pressing the
PTT. The system can be switched to full

At the operating position, changing band
selects the correct set of antennas for any
band, so the possibility of feeding the wrong
antenna is removed. The RF feed is through
90 feet of LDF4-50 Heliax (I picked two
30metre lengths up from the Western DX
Group at Longleat one year for £30) as we
don't want too much loss on 160! The
antenna choice currently is:
160. The tower fed as a folded unipole via
an L network. No radials, as adding them
produced no measurable current in them,
and no change in feed impedance. It didn't
make 9MOC (not in log) but has done VKO
Heard, PY, VK, ZL, JA and so on. Noisy on
receive.
80. The tower, fed through an L match. It's
very high impedance, having about 1500
volts on it at 100 watts, so the L network
uses a motor driven vacuum variable
capacitor, with a home made gearbox.
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16 hour-day on occasions. We used the
"magic cards" to do the scheduling but
that's another story! The pile-ups were
incessant, right to the end, despite some DX
clubs having said to us beforehand that D68
was not much needed. Not by the hardened
DX types, perhaps, but certainly by the
wider audience. We were delighted to put
D68 into the logs of novices, QRPers, those
with indoor antennas, even a ham in W6
using a 10m handie-talkie! From a
propagation point of view, only a few bands
were open during the middle of the day but
around dawn and dusk especially, we had
ten bands open simultaneously, fully
justifying our decision to take so much
hardware.

was not available at the time of our
DXpedition.
It was amazing how quickly some stations
worked us on 18+ band-slots. It was also
interesting to see how the uniques developed
- quickly at first, then a real slow-down as
people collected band-slots and finally a
rapid escalation to well over 45,000 uniques
as stations worked us for the first time
during the last week of the DXpedition.
Operating Procedures

All team members were briefed to identify
themselves at least every 2 to 3 QSOs. This
seemed to work well and was particularly
important as there were 12 other
DXpeditions active at the same time.
'Persistence' was another key message keep on trying to get that station that you
heard with a partial or full call into the log
and ignore other callers until you have done
so.

We really did make an effort to give
everyone, even the "Big Guns", some new
slots. Topband proved to be tough going,
due to the constant tropical storms across
the African continent. All the storms that hit
Mozambique in February seemed to pass
over the Comoros! However we worked
through to the mid-west of the US on
several nights, and the other way into Japan
as well as putting a couple of KH6 stations
into the log. At the other end of the
spectrum, 6m did not offer the big openings
into Europe that we had hoped for, but
nevertheless we were able to work many
stations in Southern Europe and North
Africa, as well as across into Japan, Hong
Kong and other parts of Asia. We held back
with RTTY, as demand on the other modes
was so high but, once started, put over 4,000
QSOs in the log (a good thousand or so
higher than any previous DXpedition), along
with over 1,000 QSOs on PSK. Many (over
3,000!) enjoyed the novelty of an FM QS()
on 10m. 80m SSB was a particular
challenge. The only way to sort out those
calling was to select a letter at random and
ask for the "station ending in D". This
reduced the pileup so that we stood a chance
of hearing a callsign fragment. Sadly, we
were unable to undertake satellite operation.
This was mainly because our plans had been
centred around AO-40 which, in the event,

But most important of all was the way we
worked split frequency. Even at the start
with huge pile-ups we never used more than
15 kHz on SSB and much less on CW. Yet
we heard other DXpeditions using 50100kHz and wiping out much of the band.
This is poor operating, unnecessary and
selfish and is to be deplored. Most of our
splits were 5 to 10 kHz and, if we found we
were clashing with another DXpedition, we
simply moved frequency and got on with it.
With loud signals and the DX clusters this
was not a problem.
After a week or so, we sometimes listened
on a single frequency and achieved rates
well in excess of 200 QSOs per hour. We
then started working simplex; it was
interesting to note how the pile-ups then reemerged. Many operators do not like
working split frequency even if they have
the kit to do so. We never worked by
numbers. With good kit and good ears this is
completely unnecessary and causes great
frustration amongst the DX community. If
you use radios designed for mobile working
with poor selectivity then you will have
problems dealing with a major pile-up -it
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really is worth investing in a decent radio.
With the launch of the MP MkV, secondhand MPs will be becoming increasingly
available at reasonable prices. And of course
there are other brands.
Another technique we used was to call for
"the M5" - the new low-power UK licence.
Sure enough, because we were loud, the
pile-up would stand by and often there
would be an M5 calling. This worked again
and again. In fact, we used to work strings
of five Gs at a time — the pile-up allowing us
to do this. There were other interesting
aspects of the operation — PSK31, FM on
10m, working the UK and US Novices and
the US Generals. We tried to accommodate
everyone.

Yaesu Kit
We were all delighted with the Yaesu kit.
We had six FT-I000MP Mk.Vs, six Quadra
linears, two FT-900s and two FT-920s. They
all performed superbly. The six main
stations were on the air continuously for 18
days, a total of nearly 2,600 hours of
continuous operation. The local power
supply was unreliable with the voltage
swinging up to 300 volts at one point. The
switch-mode power supplies coped with this
admirably. Fantastic!

Experimental Work
During the third week we were able to spend
a little time comparing the pairs of Force l2
vertical dipoles with the Yagis. The vertical
dipoles were very close to the beach; the
Yagis were around 60 feet ASL. Whereas
we would not claim to have done some
highly scientific analysis we concluded that
generally the pairs of verticals were between
1 to 2 S points down on the Yagis when
firing in the same direction. However, if a
DXpedition cannot take masts and monobanders, then these verticals are a good
compromise for low angle contacts
providing they are located very close to the
sea. Pairs of verticals placed at 90 degrees to
each other would be an interesting antenna
with which to experiment from a sea-front
location.

Working D68C — A 'How to Guide'
We also wrote an article for the "Down to
Earth" section of RSGB's RadCom entitled
"Working D68C — a Wow To' Guide." Our
article explained some of the basics for
working a DXpedition — best times and
bands, working split frequency, suitable
aerials etc. and it really seemed to catch the
imagination of many UK amateurs. The
author personally spoke to around 40 Gs
who commented along the following lines
"We read the article and decided to have a
go, I'm using the sloper just as you
described it". Some Gs said that D68C was
their first DX contact, others dusted off their
rigs and had a go. This gave a tremendous
kick to the team and generated a feeling of
real confidence in the future of amateur
radio in the UK. Our various initiatives had
a tremendous impact resulting in over
13,000 contacts with UK stations and
around 3,500 UK uniques.

Nevada Comoros Trophies
As an encouragement to all established
DXers throughout the world as well as to
newcomers to DXing, Nevada
Communications of the UK sponsored 18
trophies - the Nevada Comoros Trophies.
These trophies are for stations throughout
the world (high-power and low-power), UK
stations (high-power and low-power), UK
clubs and SWLs. They will be awarded to
the stations that contacted us on the most
band/mode slots. There has been great
interest in these trophies which we think
will be well received; full details can be
found on our web pages.

Pilots
The objective of the D68C pilot team was to
be a permanent and established
communication link both to and from the
DX community. We had a team of four
pilots lead by Martin G3ZAY. Reports from
the pilots were eagerly awaited and we tried
to respond promptly. We really tried to keep
the Deserving in the picture although getting
the e-mails off the island was a real
challenge. Generally, we had to accept a

Broadstairs. I didn't move house at that
stage, and in the end, only stayed there for a
short time as a reorganisation made my job
disappear. Then I went to Burndept in Erith,
just down the road, and suffered in
redundancies 3 months later. I tried doing
my own thing for a while as RZP
Electronics, fixing rigs and industrial
equipment, but in 1979, joined Plessey, now
Mitel, Semiconductors in Swindon. That's
led to a lot of travel, conference papers,
articles and patents, and so has been very
rewarding in more ways than one.

staying with us, as he was on a course at
GCHQ, so there were three amateurs, all
involved professionally in electronic
engineering. Still, they got the manufacturer
down to fix the video recorder. But as
neither of us had ever had an EV beam, we
started looking for a new QTH. It took 18
months before we found the present
location, which is half a mile from the
public road, 5 miles from the nearest pub,
shop, sewer, street light etc. We sold the
other house in May 1985 to a radio amateur
(a G6) who bought it complete with
antennas. Just before we moved, some
people walking past knocked on the door.
`We're radio amateurs and we've just
moved in over there. We see you're moving:
do you want to sell the antennas?' The
budgeting allowed £5,000 for a tower,
antennas etc., and the discussion was
whether or not to have monobanders or a
TH7. At that time, the southern California
salesman was Dan, WB6GOR, and there
was a guy moving back from the Irvine, Ca.,
office to the UK. Dan called all the amateur
dealers within driving range of Los Angeles
to get the best price on a Hy-Gain 205BA,
and then drove out to collect it, waving cash,
stating that no receipt was needed, and how
much more discount was there. It then came
over with the other guy's furniture in the
container, and cost £220 with customs
duty....

At the Cray Valley Christmas `do' in 1976,
there was this 16 year old YL, Lynne, with a
new callsign, G4FNC. We were married in
1983, and amongst the wedding presents
were a pair of vacuum variable capacitors,
more of which later. This does mean that
working a new country is considered a good
thing, while the household agrees that
gardens are meant for one sort of plant — it
has a vertical steel stem, an aluminium
flower, and is fed with coax!
We bought a house in Swindon, with the
usual new estate problems of small garden,
PME and a covenant preventing antennas,
which we ignored. I put up a centre fed
doublet, about 75 feet long, fed with 23 feet
of open wire line. 23 feet was the maximum
length that could be fitted in the
lounge/dining area of the house for
manufacture. This was fed from a balun of
about 8 turns of coax coiled up and hung on
the fence, and an ATU, driven by a Drake
TR3 fitted with KVG 9 MHz SSB and CW
filters. This pushed up the country score to
around the 130 mark fairly quickly.

I visited the planning department at
Chippenham, carrying the RSGB Planning
booklet with me. I explained what I wanted
to do, and the planning officer said, looking
at the booklet, 'I see you've got professional
advice'. After inspecting the site informally,
they told me 'that provided that this wasn't
to be a precedent, as they didn't want masts
like it all over the county', they 'didn't see
any reason to object'. So in went the
application with the various letters of
support, and they did ask for an informal
agreement to wind the tower down during
extended periods of disuse, although they
didn't make it a condition.

Another problem was EMC. I was operating
one Sunday night when the next door
neighbour bangs on the front door. Lynne
answers it, and the woman says' You're
interfering with my video'. The reply was
`You'd better get a decent video then', and
the door was shut! In those days the RIS
came free of charge, but I got the impression
he was a bit over awed when he came.
Lynne's father, Norman, G3ZVC, was

The ground is thick, heavy, wet blue clay. I
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40 than Dad's LG300! Plus a bright red
glow and the smell of the burning paint on
the tin... By the time I left home in 1964 to
join the Marconi Co. in Chelmsford as a
technician apprentice, I'd worked about 75
countries, nearly all on CW.

at Little Baddow with a garden shed on a
platform at the top, and we used this for
Apprentice Association entries to VHF
contests. I remember Don, OZF's, white
face the first time he got to the top of that
tower, and the problem from his Pye base
station tx — his crystal was on the image
frequency of the AA's receiver on the next
hilltop. The local RIS man wanted to know
if we were going to be using that site and
frequency often, because if we were, he said
he'd get Pye to fit an image filter.

The first year was spent full time at
Colchester Technical College, where G3FU
was in charge of things. There was a club
call, G3OCQ, and a Marconi TGS571F
motor tuned TX, with a pair of push-pull
813's and a trap dipole on the roof, about 60
feet up. The Rx was a Marconi CR150/6
with the miniature valves, and my country
score climbed a little bit more. I have a
photo of me operating that rig on my office
wall as a warning to young engineers of
what nearly 40 years in the industry does to
one!

I left Marconi in 1969 to go to Labgear, to
work on MF (2MHz) marine SSB. While
there, I bought a DX40, and with that and
the HRO, had a few QSOs from the bedsit
using a loop of wire about 8 by 6 feet. Not a
DX chasing set up! Labgear didn't go ahead
with marine SSB, so I joined a start up on
Jan 1st, 1970, in Dartford. We later moved
to Shoeburyness, and I got a flat in Stanford
le Hope. A 90 foot end fed wire was strung
up, and the DX40 modified for 160m as an
extra band. Had some fun with that, but
eventually bought a HW101. A grand little
rig, and with the CW filter and external Rrr,
quite good for its day. I got uppity about
7MHz and worked nothing closer than East
Coast W's with it — it went well on 40. I
worked WAC on 40CW between 1845 and
2015 one Sunday night, before QSYing to
the pub. Having got the first Type Approved
2 MHz marine SSB done, things went
wrong with management of Trident
Electronics, and the company got taken over
by Dymar at Watford. I travelled for a few
months, but then joined KW Electronics in
Dartford, doing design work on commercial
stuff. I lived right down a hole in Abbey
Wood, SE2, so didn't (couldn't) do any
DXing. I did some contesting both with the
KW club as G4BKW/P, and with G3RCV,
the Cray Valley club, with G3VLX,
G3XMD, G4FAM and Bob Treacher,
amongst others. I also edited QUA, the Cray
Valley newsletter.

I also became the secretary of the apprentice
associatioji radio club, G3JTW. There's a
callsign to do (or not, as the case maybe)
CW contests with. We had various sites in
Chelmsford over the years, and various rigs,
ending up with a Marconi NT201 and an
Eddystone 880. The NT201 was the naval
version of the army DI3, itself a higher
power version of the D11 which has
appeared on the surplus markets over the
last few years. The PA in the NT201 was a
pair of QY4-250s. G3OZF was at Marconi's
in those days; he 'liberated' one of these
PAs, and by a circuitous route, it eventually
ended up with me. It has home brew PSU
and control circuits: the screen grid
regulator is a 6L60, one of pair for which
my father paid 2/3d each in 1936. I want the
OM's money's worth out them!
Besides the Marconi Apprentice club, I was
also involved with the Chelmsford Club,
and went on DF hunts and contests with
them, especially NFD. Interestingly enough,
Chelmsford must be the only club ever to
have four committee members go on to be
national society Presidents — G3VPK,
G3RZP and G3OZF of RSGB, and
G3EIX/VK2BPN, who is President of WIA.
There was a 100 foot tower on top of the hill

Sometime after the take over of KW by
Decca, I decided to move job again — for
money — and I joined Racal Marine at
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service every two days. Next time we will
take a satellite phone!

good for all the team to hear the plaudits as
well as the criticism from the Deserving.

Contests

Commitment of Team Members

For logistical reasons we were only able to
make a modest showing in the CQ WPX
RTTY Contest (although we made up for
this later, with our record number of RTTY
QSOs!). We had a interesting debate as to
whether we should participate in the ARRL
CW DX Contest on the second weekend.
The issues included: Disruption to the main
DXpedition, number of dups., reaction
outside the US, antenna and computer
configuration issues. In the end we decided
to make a serious entry. As a result, we are
claiming a new African multi-two record of
just under 3.7m points, a 1 m point increase
on the previous record set in 1997 by V51Z.
To our surprise the 4,554 contest QSOs also
added over 1,000 unique callsigns to the
D68C log, setting our minds at rest as to
whether, by entering the contest, we would
simply be working the same stations all over
again. This initiative was led very
effectively by Maury W3EF/GOUHK, and
his write-up appeared in the March Digest.

The commitment of the team members
throughout the project was tremendous from
the very start. Many, for example, gave up
six weekends in order to be at the
AntennaFests. On site the support was
tremendous and, even when the weather was
very wet or very hot, the team members
tackled their many tasks with enthusiasm.
Two of the team made over 10,000 QSOs
during the 18 days; they were Mark
MODXR (11.680) and Jeff 9H I EL (10,869).
The team was very cohesive and everyone
got on well together for the entire period.
Many lifelong friendships were made.
Breaking Down
Breaking down took about 21/2 days. This
was carefully planned so that we maintained
a presence on the "edge bands" — 6m, 80m
and 160m — until the very last moment. Our
last contact was early on Wednesday 28
February when a huge thunderstorm passed
over the island. The 85-foot Titanex vertical
was one of the last antennas to come down.
The container was fully packed by Thursday
lunchtime and we all had an uneventful
journey home — a tired but elated group!

Team Meetings
Every day just after lunch we held a team
meeting for all operators not on shift. These
were always well attended and provided the
opportunity to:
•

•

Conclusions

Over 45,000 separate stations worked
D68C. The pile-ups were still there when we
left, and we know that there were many
others still trying to work us. Our estimate
of the potential number of amateurs who
have an active interest in working
DXpeditions is therefore much higher than
the 45,000 we contacted. DXpedition
destinations do not need to be very rare but
DXpeditioners do need to put out strong
signals. If you are only on the air for a single
weekend and achieve around 20/30,000
QSOs you will not be giving many stations
an all-time new one although hopefully
some will gain some new band-slots. So in
order to satisfy demand DXpeditioners need
to:

Receive feedback from team members.
For example, to identify issues to be
resolved
regarding
inter-station
interference or for team members to
advise of unexpected propagation
openings.
Review feedback from the pilots.

These meetings were important, as
otherwise during the operation, team
members may not have seen each other at
all. As a result the team as a whole may not
have benefited from the advice and input of
individuals. There were also projects to be
organised at these daily meetings, for
example, running out a Beverage or
changing the location of an antenna. It was
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•

Be loud, with the best antennas possible

•

•

Be on the right bands at the right time
Use good transceivers with excellent
selectivity and sensitivity

When working split use no more than
10/15 kHz on SSB and less on CW

•

Persist in getting that calling station in
your log

•

Do not work by numbers

•

Identify yourself at least every 3 QSOs
and preferably every QSO.

•
•

Be on the air for the longest time
possible, ideally for a period covering
three weekends.

Some further messages:

(to be continued next time)

Sagar IOTA 2001
HOW A SMALL ISLAND, HALF A MILLION PEOPLE, PUBLIC SERVICE, INTERNET
AND ABOVE ALL HAM RADIO LED TO THE BIRTH OF AS-153
Nilanjan Majumdar, VU2HFR
The frequency display of the Alinco DX-70
glowed in the dark with an eerie orange hue.
20 metres seemed to be dead apart from the
occasional whisper. I looked outside. The
fog had shrouded the entire Mela grounds. It
was a blanket of white and grey. Even the
silhouette of the 20M sloping dipole against
the background of the halogen lamps barely
10 feet away was gone. It seemed that a
huge ball of mist had suddenly appeared
from the sea and had engulfed the entire
island. I spun the VFO dial till it read
14.260 MHz. I nervously picked up the
microphone and called " CQ CQ CQ, THIS
IS VICTOR UNIFORM TWO HOTEL
FOXTROT ROMEO, VU2HFR FROM
SAGAR ISLAND, CALLING CQ ON 20
AND STANDING BY. " There was a
moment's silence and then all of a sudden
the HF bands crackled to life. The silence of
20 metres was shattered by a huge roar. I
stared with disbelief as the cacophony of
DX stations reached a crescendo and broken
callsigns, prefixes, suffixes, alphabets and
phonetics surrounded me like a whirlpool.
The game had started and I was in the midst
of a pack of hungry wolves who were
desperate for their kill - Sagar IOTA AS153.

year on the 14th and 15th of January
approximately half a million people gather
for Ganga Sagar Mela at Sagar island in the
Bay of Bengal where the river Ganges meets
the ocean. The word Mela means fair or
carnival and Sagar means the ocean and
Ganga Sagar Mela refers to a festival on
Sagar Island in the Bay of Bengal where the
river Ganges meets the ocean. The island is
located in the estuarine region of the river
Ganges and is one of the many delta islands
in the "Sunderban" areas, the worlds largest
mangrove forests (Realm of the Royal
Bengal Tiger). The island falls under the
state of West Bengal in eastern India which
is bordered by Bangladesh (S21) in the east,
Nepal (9N) and Bhutan (A5) in the north.
The river Ganges is a perennial river born
from the melting ice of the Himalayas,
flowing through the fertile plains of
Northern India. It then enters the state of
West Bengal and bifurcates to form the river
Hooghly in West Bengal, India and the river
Padma in Bangladesh. The Bay of Bengal
starts at the southernmost tip of West
Bengal at the confluence of the river Ganges
and the sea at Sagar Island. This year too,
upon request from the District
Administration, Govt. of West Bengal, a 15
member Ham team from C.V.A.R.S. left
Calcutta (state capital - West Bengal) early
morning on the 11th of January by bus
which had been provided by the state

The Calcutta VHF Amateur Radio Society
has been participating in Ganga Sagar
operations for the last three years. Every
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The second is the bureau method, which is
the most useful for general purpose QSLing.
As you work your way through the pile of
in-coming cards you simply type in the call
and press F2 all the data is placed into a
print queue. When you have completed this
you simply click the printer button and sit
back to watch the completed cards/labels
spew forth from your printer - it almost
becomes fun!

band/mode combination after each year's
contest!

Summary
BV is a well produced program and easy to
quickly get to grips with, although there is
ample help available if needed, and of
course the email reflector gives you a vast
base of users to tap into for help if you just
can't seem to get it to do what you want!
Although not a logging program it does
serve a valuable use in the shack, and I'm
sure once you have it downloaded and
running you'll wonder why you used to
moan about the chore of QSLing.

The bureau method may be applied to the
bulk printing of either a complete or filtered
printout of a contest log and all processed
QSOs get a QSL sent received status.
Therefore you can merge each new contest
log you produce into BV and by setting up
the filtering, QSL people only once for new
band/mode contacts. This ought to help
relieve the bureau and make some people
very happy not to get your card for the same

Of course the cost of cards, printer ink and
other sundry items will still allow you to
moan...
If that's what you enjoy!

MEMBER PROFILE — G3RZP
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP (Peter Chadwick@miteLcom)
Born in 1947, the son of G8ON, I went to
my first NFD in 1948. Started young
can remember NFD in 1951. That was a
joint effort by the Worksop and Retford
amateurs, and the Worksop TX was a Panda
Cub. That belonged to someone who got his
electricity free from the pit, albeit at 180
volts or so, so the mains transformer
tappings were well down. The generator
provided 115 volts, stepped up in a metal
case transformer, and fed through ex WD
coax with Pye plugs (ex — WW2 service
people can remember those horrors?), and
gave a solid 235 volts in the tent. The
electrolytics didn't like it, and after a few
QSOs — BANG! And they changed the
electrolytic. After this happened a few
times, and `80Ns suggestion about mains
transformer taps had been ignored, I
remember being very unpopular when I
asked 'Daddy, will it do it again?' Funny
how these things stick in one's memory...In
those days, a rate of 10 QSOs an hour was
considered pretty good going, by the way.

I started building radios when I was about 8
or so, and had various words with mother
about holes in the bedroom carpet from 2volt accumulators. I took the RAE on my
14th birthday in 1961, and then spent nearly
two years not getting on with the Morse — no
Class B or Novice licences then. The Morse
Test was at Humber Radio; the examiner
was G2ACZ. I was rather nervous, and had
five goes at the receiving, eventually putting
the headphones on. It was so loud that they
nearly jumped off my head every time he
pressed the key! One of the passages I still
think was unfair: it was all about Russian
and Polish generals, all with
unpronounceable names full of Zs and Xs.
The key for sending had as much side to
side play as up and down, but still, I passed.
Father had bought himself an HQ170A by
this time, so I inherited his HRO. I built a
rig with an 807, which was mounted in an
Oxo tin. With 1750 on the anode and 700 on
the screen and about —250 on the grid,
driven by a 6L6, I could get far more out on
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BV6 - QSL Management and Label Printing software by DF3CB
Reviewed by Ian Capon - GOKRL

QSLing is often viewed as a necessary evil,
especially if you're a contester making large
numbers of contacts per year. It can also
prove to be a very time consuming affair.
Having read G3RZP's missive on QSLing
100% via the bureau, I thought some of you
out there might be interested in the software
by DF3CB which as far as I can see makes
this chore almost enjoyable - well maybe I
exaggerate!

Further to this many features are available
such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BV is software for QSL management and
label printing for Windows 95/98/NT developed by Bernd Koch, DF3CB and is
available as freeware from his website at:

•

Multiple log applications
Easy and fast log-search capabilities
Display log by call or chronologically
Answer SWL cards
QSL Manager database support
Edit wrong log data
Add footer lines to QSL
Display statistics
Many sort and select criteria for QSOs
e.g. ignore duplicate contacts
Sort printout of labels in accordance
with the bureau rules
Sort printout of US calls by district

http://www.qsl.net/df3cb/bv.html

•

There is also a BV email reflector where you
can place support questions.

Using BV
The importation of your log is very simple
and it seems to cover all the well-known
contesting and general-purpose programs
available such as ADIF, CT, WFIB-rtty,
NA, TR, Swisslog and Cabrillo so making
life easy from the start.

It was developed back in 1989 as a DOS
program to make Bernd's life easier in his
role as QSL manager for the LX7A group. It
was then rolled out among the members of
the Bavarian Contest Club in the early
1990's. Gradually more contesters and QSL
managers began to use the program and in
1998 the first Windows version appeared
with support for the more popular laser and
ink-jet printers which were quickly
replacing the old and noisy dot-matrix
machines. It has been continuously
developing ever since; and has grown into a
very powerful and universal QSLing tool.

You may then spend many happy hours
designing a layout for your QSLs, using the
very easy and flexible Visual Label
Designer. Although for the less ambitious
among you there are some well laid out
designs available for you to customise or
adapt to suit your own style. These include
set-ups for various label sheets and to print
four QSLs on an A4 sheet or indeed to print
onto individual QSL cards should your
printer be able to cope with feeding postcard
size sheets.

Main Features

The basics of the program are that it enables
you to print as many multi-band QSOs on
one label as possible, to ignore duplicate
contacts, to quickly find requested contacts
and to correct callsigns logged incorrectly. It
can cope with 15 different bands from 160m
through to 10m including the WARC bands
plus 6m, 2m, 70cm, 23cm, 12cm and
satellite. And also copes with 17 different
modes including EME, RTTY, Amtor,
Pactor, Packet, PSK31, MT63, Clover,
Meteor Scatter, AM and FM.

BV operates two methods of replying there
is the first in first out, which is useful if you
receive many direct requests. You type in
the call and all contacts with that station are
shown, by simply pressing F2 the card or
label is printed. The configuration may be
altered to ignore duplicate contacts or not as
required and it is possible to configure to
print only for new bands and/or modes.
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government. The main cross over point on
the mainland is Lot-8 (also known as
Hardwood point) which is some 120km
away from Calcutta (now renamed Kolkata).
The team for Sagar crossed the river from
Lot-8 by government motor boat. The river
Ganges is extremely wide and slows down
considerably here. The murky depths of the
river are extremely rich in silt washed down
the Himalayas and deposited as rich alluvial
soil in the fertile plains of India. We crossed
the slow and winding river (approx. distance
of 5km) to a point called Kachuberia on the
island. A VHF station was set up here as
well as Lot-8 and the rest of the team headed
for the Sagar Mela grounds at Sagar Beach
which is around an hour's journey by bus
from the cross over point.

lost or losing one's loved ones is the easiest
thing that can happen to a person. This is the
area where our Ham Team triumphed during
every operation. The entire lost and found
traffic at Sagar was handled by us and it was
the experience of a lifetime. All
communication for missing persons was
routed through the CVARS team and even
the announcements over the public address
systems were made by Hams. It was a
difficult task indeed, especially handling
people who had lost everything, some in
deep shock, some traumatised, some
weeping while others having become
absolutely hysterical. The vastness and
diversity of India touched us. The Mela
grounds become a miniature India with
people coming from all corners of the
country speaking over 20 languages and 300
dialects. Most of the communication and
interaction with them was through semiotics
and we could just about gather their names,
village, district and state and the name of the
missing person and the information was
routed to all cross-over points and camping
sites on the island and mainland through
our Ham network. We were successful in
locating quite a few amongst the thousands
of missing person messages that we handled
and the satisfaction that it gave us was
unparalleled in all the operations that we
had gone so far. The selfless service of
many voluntary organisations who had set
up free community kitchens and provided
free medical services must be mentioned in
this regard. The Ham Emergency
Communication Team was a very small yet
vital part of an event of a far grander scale
and astronomical proportions and the district
administration should be commended for
arranging such a mammoth event involving
close to a million people in such a smooth
and organised fashion.

The Sagar operations are very tough and are
a test of character and tenacity.
Accommodation and sanitation isn't exactly
a five star suite. However the Hoglas (make
shift thatchments made out of the leaves of
the hogla tree) with beds made out of straw
provide lots of fun and the spirit of
adventure. I was part of the team that was
posted at the Sagar Mela grounds. When we
reached the spot it was a wonderful
spectacle. A sea of humanity and hoglas set
against an exquisite background of sparkling
white sand, endless ocean and a brilliant
blue azure with puffed up cotton ball clouds.
Ganga Sagar Mela 2001 was in full swing.
Our primary job was establishing and
maintaining an emergency Amateur Radio
link at all the cross over points from the
mainland and the island. The links are also
utilised for locating missing persons and
reuniting families scattered across various
points. We assist NGOs such as the Indian
Red Cross, St. John's ambulance, Civil
Defence, etc. by linking their various camps
at the various outposts and we also handle
missing person's traffic originating from the
various outposts on the mainland as well as
the island. On such occasions where the
crowd could be ranging between half to one
million gathering and taking a dip at the
confluence of the river and the sea, getting

The equipment at the Sagar control station
was an Alinco DX-70 barefoot with sloping
dipoles for 20 and 40 metres. The VHF was
a Kenwood TM26 I-A with a 5-element
Yagi antenna beaming towards Calcutta. We
also had a couple of neat satellite QSOs
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with a FT-50RD H.T. from Sagar Mela.
Before leaving for the Sagar operation I had
checked up the scheduled passes for the
Sunsat Oscar 35 (SO-35 is a South African
satellite sent by the Stellenbosch university
which has now gone silent) which I have
found the easiest to access amongst the very
few FM birds that can be worked using
VHF/UHF HTs. Coupled with a simple
UHF dipole and an armstrong XYZ Az-El
rotator we accessed the satellite with ease
from the beach on the 13th and 14th
afternoon and notched up quite a few QSOs
with Bangalore in Southern India and a few
from Singapore (9V land). The C.V.A.R.S.
team was not even aware of the possibilities
of Sagar IOTA (Islands On The Air) and it
was only a QSO with VU2UR (OM Arasu
from Bangalore) from the island on 40M
band which proved to be the lucky break.
What was a casual conversation with
VU2UR (Regional MS Co-ordinator, IARU
Region 3.) soon turned very interesting.
Arasu, who is an avid IOTA chaser sounded
extremely excited when he heard about our
on going operations. In order for an island to
qualify for IOTA, it should be separated by a
minimum distance of 200 metres from the
mainland, Arasu explained. Sagar was way
beyond that. We immediately got in touch
with our Calcutta Control station which was
being manned by VU2KFR (OM Kitchu)
and explained the situation to him. This led
to a lot of interactions between VU2KFR
(who immediately emailed Arasu scanned
documents and photographs of our last
year's operation), VU2UR and RSGB IOTA
manager Roger Balister, G3KMA on the
Internet. Within a span of 12 hours (by 12th
evening) we came to know that Sagar island
was listed as a virgin island (from the
Amateur Radio point of view) in the RSGB
IOTA list under the West Bengal group of
islands, yet to receive a permanent IOTA
number and status. In order to activate Sagar
IOTA we were required to make at least 200
HF QSOs with separate stations spanning at
least three continents. For a planned IOTA
operation these figures are insignificant in
regard to the mammoth number of QSOs

which average to a few thousand in each
operation. However for us, considering the
lack of DXpedition experience, simple gear
and above all the hectic operation schedule
we were involved with, it was a daunting
task. The efforts and persuasion of OM
Arasu, VU2UR finally made us yield and we
dedicated three operators - myself
VU2HFR, VU2SKD (OM Skid) and
VU2JSH (OM Joy) to take turns and spend
whatever time we could spare on 14.260
MHz. We had a couple of QSOs (including
a few W, VE, LU and PY contacts) on the
13th morning. By the same evening the
news had spread like wildfire and things
started hotting up. Who says Internet is an
impediment to Ham Radio? 20 metres on
the 13th, 14th and 15th early mornings and
late evenings certainly didn't say so. I
remembered the exhausting and frustrating
evenings of my Ham Radio experience I had
spent fishing for that great scoop on the HF
bands. For the first time it felt great to be on
the other side of the barrel. There were
hundreds, no thousands of them, hungry
sharks trying to go for the kill. Pandora's
box had opened on 14.260 MHz. In Sagar
there is no electricity during the daytime and
in the night the diesel generator sets were in
full throttle. The noise on 20 metres was
over S9 because of the halogen lamps
burning full blaze just beside our HF dipoles
and the QRM sounded like mayhem. Oh!
There's a station calling a few hundred hertz
down, I exclaimed. It's high-pitched audio
slicing through the QRM. A flick of the RIT
control and I netted him in. We could just
spend a few hours between our extremely
hectic schedule on 20 metres and the
response was overwhelming. We had huge
pileups from Europe, North and South
America apart from other contacts with
Australia and Asia. It was enough time for
us to bag around 300 QSOs and for the West
Bengal group of islands (including Sagar) to
obtain its provisional and later its permanent
IOTA status AS-153.

the horizontal axis. The strength of the
signal is indicated by the colour and
brightness of the dot. If the signal is
reasonably strong, the different transmitter
power levels can be resolved and the dot has
a triangular shape. It is often possible also to
see the side frequencies generated by the
keying. (See OH2B on 14MHz in the
illustration). As you can see, conditions
when the screen shot was taken were quite
good, with beacons copied from all
continents. I have known times (rarely)
when all eighteen beacons have been heard
simultaneously on one band or another, and
also (less rarely) when absolutely none have
been audible.

The switching sequence is controlled by the
computer clock. If the display is to be
synchronised with the beacons, it is
necessary to ensure that this clock is
accurate to within a second or two,
otherwise the spots may appear in the wrong
cell. Fortunately this can be done relatively
easily. There are a number of free programs
available on the Internet which will check
and set the computer clock against one of
several atomic standards worldwide.
Depending on the inherent stability of the
clock, this may need to be done every few
days, or before starting a BeaconSee run.
It is also necessary that the receiver
frequency setting be accurate and stable.
This should not be a problem with modern
equipment. BeaconSee enables the user to
select from a range of audio centre
frequencies and bandwidths which, given
good system stability, will help in
minimising interference. It should be noted
that there may be slight discrepancies,
maybe a few Hz, in the actual beacon
frequencies, but these should not normally
be large enough to cause problems.

Since each cycle of keying lasts ten seconds,
it takes three minutes to monitor all beacons
on a given band. The complete cycle of
samples thus takes up to fifteen minutes if
all five bands are selected.
Sequential scans are displayed along the
horizontal axis, generating a series of dots as
seen in the figure. Eight cycles can be
shown in the width of each cell.
The display can be arranged to show
propagation conditions over a longer period
if the sampling is set to a specific repeat
interval rather than being continuous. This
can be set to intervals from fifteen minutes
to three hours. Thus the display can show
variations over as long as twenty-four hours.
The programmed sampling feature is
enabled only if the program is registered at a
cost of about $30.

To summarise, BeaconSee is a free program
(apart from the registration fee if
programmed sampling is required), which
monitors propagation worldwide on the
amateur bands from 14 to 28MHz. It
displays graphically signals received from
the IARU beacons over periods from a few
minutes to twenty-four hours. The plots can
be saved in BMP or GIF format at selected
intervals and the archives resulting can be
either cumulative or substitutional, i.e. each
saved file either adding to or overwriting the
previous one.
BeaconSee may be downloaded from
http://sapp.telepac.pt/coaa/

Obviously, any signal received on the
beacon frequencies will appear in the
display. (Top left cells in illustration) A high
noise level or other kinds of QRM will
result in traces which may confuse the plot.
However, it is usually easy to distinguish the
characteristic form of the genuine beacon
signals, although these may, of course, be
buried in interference.

Suitable software for checking and setting
system clocks is available from
www.analogx.com or www.ascentive.com .

Ganga Sagar Mela takes place every year on
the 14th and 15th of January and we are
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chances of making a civilised DX contact or
even any contact at all.

beacons give a good indication of relative
band conditions. Obviously it is desirable to
use an omni-directional receiving aerial
which has similar efficiency on all the bands
to be used, e.g. a multiband vertical.

The really "professional amateurs" often
recommend getting in first by monitoring
likely frequencies at likely times, using
information on the DX stations' operating
habits and propagation probabilities for the
chosen path. Unfortunately, although
propagation predictions based on solar
measurements and observations can be fairly
accurate on a statistical basis, they, like
weather forecasts, are much less reliable
when applied to specific paths on a given
day at a given time. There are also many
factors which are difficult to assess, such as
the actual vertical polar diagram and
effective beam angle of a real antenna in a
real garden or what threshold level to set for
an acceptable signal.

To check propagation on one band, you can
simply leave a receiver on the appropriate
beacon frequency and listen for the various
audible signals. However, to do the job
properly, it is often desirable to monitor
several bands simultaneously over an
extended period, ideally without having to
be present in person all the time. It is for this
purpose that the BeaconSee program was
developed.
BeaconSee originates from the Centro de
Observacao Astronomica no Algarve, which
is a holiday centre in Southern Portugal
offering facilities for amateur astronomers.
The program gives a visual indication of the
beacon strengths over variable time periods
for whichever bands the user may choose.

What we need is a direct check on
propagation in real time for a variety of
paths across the world at any time on any
day. Then it would be relatively easy to
decide whether one can expect an hour or
two's profitable operating, or whether it
would be sensible to give up and cut the
grass, clean the car or paint the bathroom.

To use BeaconSee you will need to connect
an audio signal from your receiver into your
PC sound card. If you wish to monitor more
than one band it will be necessary to switch
the Rx frequency at the appropriate times to
synchronise with the beacon sequencing.
The program can set the Rx frequency
automatically for a number of common
transceivers, for which you will need a
connection from a PC serial port to the CAT
connector of the Tx/Rx. This may require a
simple level changing circuit if the Tx/Rx
does not have an RS232 interface.
BeaconSee also allows the inputting of
control codes for transceivers which are not
in the built-in list.

Fortunately, the infrastructure exists for just
such a check. The NCDXF and IARU have
set up a world-wide network of beacon
stations which transmit continuously on all
the amateur bands from 20m to 10m,
including the WARC bands. At present
there are 18 such beacons, all sharing the
same frequencies. The transmitters are
synchronised by GPS receivers and transmit
in sequential 10-second time slots. Each
transmission consists of the beacon's
callsign in CW followed by four I-second
carrier pulses at power levels of 100W,
IOW, IW and 0.1W. The identical sets of
equipment comprise TS-50 transmitters and
Cushcraft R-5 vertical antennas.

As can be seen from the illustration on the
photo pages, the display is arranged in a
matrix of 18 columns, corresponding to the
18 beacons. The bands selected for
monitoring are displayed as rows. The
beacon currently active is indicated by a
yellow outline to the appropriate cell. If the
beacon is received, it appears as a dot at a
height corresponding to the audio frequency
input to the sound card. Time is shown on

The equipment in use is relatively simple, so
it should be remembered that the beacon
signals are likely to be considerably weaker
than those of well-equipped and sited
stations in the same area. Nevertheless, the
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QRV from the island from 11th - 16th till
the event is officially declared closed by the
administration. The district administration
will seek our help again next year for Ganga
Sagar Mela 2002. The society, in spite of its
very limited resources, had also participated
in the Orissa disaster communication and
had sent a 5-member team to Jajpur district
after Super cyclone 05B had wrecked havoc
in the state. All the operations are funded by
the members and Sagar is no exception. At
Sagar the weather plays a very intriguing
and important role in VHF propagation.
During this time of the year there is very
heavy fog in these parts and propagation on
VHF is fantastic. Apart from around 1000
hrs in the morning to 1700 hrs in the
evening the VHF bands open and we
maintain 59 communication with the
Calcutta Ham stations on VHF over
distances of 100km. On HF Calcutta control
was sometimes on skip on 20M and we
occasionally we had to switch over to the
40m frequencies.

points could be connected for smoother
information transfer, since the amount of
missing persons traffic (particularly children
and elderly women coming from the
remotest corners of the country) is
enormous. We also have plans for setting up
experimental ATV links on UHF. Sagar is
an IOTA which allows Hams to experiment
with their radio gear, have lots of adventure
and above all serve an endless sea of
humanity which throng the island in great
multitude. Sagar is an IOTA with a
difference. It's an IOTA without an iota of
space during the festival. It's not about sand
and surf and the cool breeze from the ocean,
nor about Bacardis and Martinis. It's an
IOTA operation that helps save lives and
maintain the best tradition of Ham Radio - "
The Amateur is patriotic. His station and
skill are always ready for service to country
and community ".
Thanks

I would like to express my sincere thanks
for the co-operation and support extended to
us by VU2UR (OM Arasu) and Roger
Balister, G3KMA (RSGB IOTA manager)
without whose help AS-153 would not have
turned into reality.

So be prepared next time between I I th and
16th January, 2002 to have a QSO with the
rarest and freshest of all DX - the elusive
Sagar IOTA . In Sagar 2002 we hope to
have VHF packet radio networks and all

2000 DXpedition to Cocos Keeling OC-003: VK9CQ & Christmas
Island OC-002: VK9XV
Bert VD Berg, PA3GIO

VK9C Cocos Keeling & VK9X Christmas
Island in the Indian Ocean are on the most
wanted 100 lists. I worked the excellent
German group VK9CR (DK7YY,
DL3DXX, DL7UFN, YB6AVE/DL8WPX)
on 15m in February 1996 11.53 UTC with a
beam and 100W. I remember they had a
good signal, while using verticals. In their
report they also mentioned that some plastic
parts of the Antenna stewed during heavy
rain on Cocos-Keeling. Further, they used 2
radios and 2 Drake amplifiers. They could
work between 12.00 and 15.00 UTC on six
or 7 bands simultaneously but decided for

one. Nearly all bands were dead between
01.00 and 09.00 UTC except for JA but
most of the Jas were at work during those
hours. They had a lot of QSOs on the low
bands using Beverages and a 65ft (20.5m)
vertical with 20 radials for 160m and they
did very well indeed.
The propagation should be much better in
2000.... The VK9CR QSL was on my desk
for a long time...
In August / September 1999 I was on the
Seychelles for 3 weeks as S79GI: Mae and
Despotise AF-033
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After my return I started my search on the
Internet for Cocos Keeling & Christmas
Islands. In October 1999, there was very
little to find... I found out that there are
more Cocos and Christmas Islands and I was
also busy organising a DXpedition to the
Galapagos Islands. Just in case it was too
difficult to get an HC8 Licence I organised a
DXpedition to Belize to be V3 IGI again on
NA-180. And, at the same time, I started
with another DXpedition plan: 5H Tanzania.
The dates are always important, the best
climate conditions with less tropical rain
and somewhat lower temperatures but also
others like the Crab season on Christmas
Island.

Amsterdam to Jakarta via Singapore and the
next day to Christmas Island.
It was a slow start because of problems with
early flight reservations.
After some e-mails a good HAM SelfCatering Accommodation was found on
Cocos Keeling with the help of Cocos Island
Tourism Commission and, with more emails, on Christmas Island. Christmas is
more difficult. Most of the accommodation
is close to town and surrounded by other
houses and business.
When you look to the map and pictures the
whole village seems to faces a hill to the
East...

I found a story with a few nice pictures of a
3-year world trip of a sailboat. Much later I
found a very interesting Webster: VK9XX VK9YY DXpedition, WB9Z, WOYG,
W8UVZ, (February 1999). Again a
DXpedition with a lot of low-band CW and
QSOs: 12000 in 14 days and VK9GA,
(PAOGAM now PA5NT) 1128 QSOs in 5
days in May 1996, again CW.

The other solution is to look for a place on
the North Coast. We reserved self-catering
accommodation with the hope of a clear
take-off to West and East...
They made an easy and long enough
reservation without hassle for me on Cocos
Keeling. Now it was time to ask for the VK9
Licence. Then I discovered that a German
group of 3 Amateurs would be at Cocos
Keeling and Christmas Island for three
weeks between 5 and 26 February.

The most useful websites are Cocos Island
Tourism Commission and the website of the
Christmas Island Tourism Association but
for flight bookings this is not enough.
Christmas Island Travel Pty Ltd is taking
care of this. The HC8 licence seemed
difficult to obtain due to political problems
in Ecuador and I was planning the 5H
Islands at the end of the year. It was getting
time for something else, what about a week
on Jersey again I said to the XYL? It was
very soon booked, had some problems to
find a phone number of the ferry but it was
soon arranged. I had a good time as
MJ/PA3GIO/p for a week with 3700+
QSOs. Afterwards we had to plan our dates
for VK9; this was not easy because there is
only one plane going to Cocos Keeling once
a week... and the plane is going from Perth
to Christmas first or to Cocos first with the
result that you can be on Cocos Keeling for
one week or for three weeks... We decided
to go for one week but to go to Christmas a
little longer. We could take a plane from

Regarding the VK9 licence applications the
VISA (or plane ticket) was need as PROOF
to validate the duration of the visit, I found
out that a paper VISA was still available
with the necessary application forms on the
Internet. And we decided to make a visit to
the Australian Embassy in The Hague —
according to the info on Internet it was open
every workday.
When we came on the front door of the
Embassy we find out it was closed... It was
Australia Day! I sent a copy of the paper
VISA together with the Application for
apparatus licences, etc
I received the licence on 15 February (13
days) with the callsigns VK9CQ and
VK9XV for the period 3 August to 29
October (3 Months).
It was a busy time because we had a lot of
plans, HC8 Licence was coming in very late
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the same car was waiting for us, so after
shopping it was easy to set up the mobile
Ant again. I was QRV as VK9XV again at
11.50 UTC on 18 MHz, Asia, Europe, South
America, North America, QRT for Dinner
13.30 until 14.40 UTC back on 18 MHz, a
S5 gave 59, a OE 59+10 a ON8, DL1 59, a
OZ4 59+ Europe, North & South America,
DH7RR did used the long path, an EA put
on the cluster: BERT FORTISIMOO (very
strong) I went QRT at 18:42 UTC (01:42
local) after 627 QSOs.
The routine was very much the same as on
Cocos Keeling, and I ended with 13859
QSOs in 12 days and 2 evenings as VK9XV.
Added to the VK9CQ QSO total, the trip
had brought 20195 QSOs in 18 days and 3
evenings.

Soon we decide to return as VK9CQ and
VK9XV in September 2001 and to add also
Lord Howe in October 2001 as VK9LO.
This is a long way from EU, let's hope we
have some propagation! In between we will
travel with a car though VK; not sure if we
will go from Perth to Sydney or to fly first
from Perth to Alice Springs Central
Australia and then we a car to Sydney, I will
keep you informed on my Website so you
will be able to work me as VK6GIO/m on
certain moments! Maybe also from
Kangaroo Island.
The dates are:
VK9XV Christmas Island OC-002 6 - 13
September 2001
VK9CQ Cocos Keeling 0C-003 14 - 20
September 2001

Thursday 14 September dismantled the
antenna and back to Jakarta. At the Airport
we had a meeting Sanyi, YBOAVK,
(HA7VK), then back to Amsterdam later in
the day.

VK6GIO 22 September - 8 October (very
limited activity) from a Car between Perth &
Sydney and maybe a short visit on Kangaroo
Island OC-139
VK9LO Lord Howe 0C-004 9 - 15
October 2001

We returned home on 15 September and
then the computer log and QSL work. On 17
January all the QSLs went on their way by
direct and by the bureau.

HF Propagation Monitoring with the BeaconSee Program
John Butcher, G3LAS

Anyone who aspires to be a successful DXer
must make sure that he/she has as many
information sources as possible. It is vital to
know who is likely to be around on a given
day, on which bands and frequencies, at
what times and using what tactics. However,
it is little use knowing all this if you do not
know what propagation conditions are like
at the key times. There are several ways of
finding out. You can sit by the rig and
continually tune the bands, but this implies
the allocation of much more time than most
of us have for our hobby. At times it would
also be a recipe for brain numbing boredom.
Nevertheless, old timers like myself will
remember that this used to be the only way -

a salutary thought for the younger
generation. Very few committed DX chasers
now will try to stay abreast of activity
without frequent or constant reference to the
information provided by the DX Cluster
network. This method has the advantage of
telling you exactly which stations are being
heard on the various bands at any one time,
from which conditions can, to some extent,
be inferred. A significant drawback of
cluster spots is, of course, that each rare
station spotted immediately attracts the
attention of a large number of other chasers,
a pile-up develops and, sadly, the usual
quota of "policemen", QRMers and
miscellaneous idiots tends to spoil one's
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was no tall stepladder. He did try to climb it
without success so I had to put up my
fishing rods, I asked him to bring me a
sledge hammer and some iron sticks to put
in the ground for a easy set up, in that way I
was able to put the 7m fishing rods
somewhat higher, he brought also 5 meter?
long aluminium tubes but I decided not to
use them for the Antenna. It is to
cumbersome when you attached fishing rods
and wires on this and try to raise it from a
horizontal position (You can do it more
easily together with an aluminium telescopic
mast) because the fishing rods are fragile it
is better to have a lightweight set up, and
when the WX (wind) is changing it is easier
to take the fishing rods down.

143mm & September 85 mm
Average rainfall is 2020mm. The Cocos
Islands lie in the path of the southeast trade
winds for nine months of the year at 20-24
knots. The Temperature is 28 C in August
and around 30 from January to April. Most
of the accommodation including Lloyds
House does not offer AC.
I was QRV with the 2 X 20 M at 08.20 UTC
(15.10 local) on 18 MHz. The first QSO
with an El with a dipole, soon plenty of
strong JA 's, but sometimes one from EU.
An OH gave me 59+ and yes sometimes it
did work: "There is nobody on 150 now"
and an EA was there with echo, I QSY to
14.194 MHz around 10.30 UTC (It is not
showed at the Spot Database Search
anymore) Here I was able to work also
North and South America. Got 56 from a NI
& W5, 57 from AA! who was very week at
my side, nice to see a LU6 between North
America and Japan, KO, W5 gave 59+ and
"Great signal", Central America was often
amazing strong, a K6 (in split) told me he
was busy for 2 hours now to reach me, I
respond that I was busy all day long to reach
everybody" (!) An N7: "You are doing a
fine job, you guys", around 19.00 UTC a
few QSOs on 7 MHz with JA, UT, RU9,
then until 20.16 UTC (01.45 AM local) on
18.145 MHz

John did help with the 3 Iron sticks in one
straight line so with a absolute minimum of
guy wires The set up was very easy; to make
sure that the slotted open feed line was at a
height to avoid damage by any vehicle I use
one of the Aluminium poles at the fence of
Lloyd's house.
I needed approximately 40M of open feeder
line. Usual I operate from the early morning
into the night therefore I prefer to have my
operating site outside to have a bit of a
holiday feeling (HI). Lloyds house has a
shaded area where it was 28 —30 C and most
of the time with a nice breeze It is very
important to choose the best time of the year
to minimise some risks: The Cyclone season
is declared during October to April,
however a cyclone has been recorded during
every month of the year. Cyclone Doreen
reached a maximum of 176kmth and came
within 20km of Cocos in 1968, however
there are close calls each year as cyclones
narrowly miss Cocos. And also for
Antennas the very heavy tropical showers is
real RAIN. The wettest period with a
average rainfall is March 235mm & April
251 mm,

So the operation continued, with me
operating every day and the XYL enjoying
the diving and other facilities. My QSO total
was 6333 QSOs in 6 days as VK9CQ. 665
with W.
Saturday 2 September 2000

Dismantling the Antenna and packing,
check in 12.00 local, we had of course
overweight but they let us go, no checking
of the luggage after the check in we took the
car and drove south to a beach
Opposite Pila Maraya Island where we had
lunch, back at the Airport at 13:45. The
plane came at

The German group who went there in 1995
& 1996 wrote "some plastic parts of the
Antenna Stewed during a heavy rain". Our
period (end August) is better: August:

14.00 and we depart Cocos Keeling at
15.00. At 16.30 at Christmas Island again,
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on 1 March and our departure date was 16
March, so from I March 1 had to organise
the HC8 trip with the HC8 accommodation
and with a non-radio Galapagos holiday
afterwards (a Cruise). My application for the
5H licence also had to go off. So 3
destinations needed to be further organised
before we left in 16 days.. We were due to
return from the Galapagos on 19 April and
travel to Tanzania on 17 June till 8 July.

on 9 July
On that day the following announcement
was made:
VK9_xms- Stefan, DHISGS (SSB) and
Toby, DHITW (CW) will be active as
VK9XY from Christmas Island between 13
and 25 August.
Later I sent a message: "Maybe I will see
you on Christmas Island"

Then it was time to concentrate on my
V3 IGI and HC8 DXpedition, I came back
with 16000 QSOs in 21 Days on 19 April.

The equipment as hand luggage is very
essential for me, it reduces the checked
baggage volume and the very high risk of
damage, therefore small equipment as the
Kenwood TS-50S is ideal, (The TS-50 the
receiver and handling is much better than
my ICOM706MKII with DSP with extra
filters and better than the FT-100) together
with the switching mode power supply PS40 with 230/120V external switch and a
balanced tuner (Annecke) I have a complete
system, or really 2, I do have a spare TS-50
and PS-40 to avoid a disaster when I part of
the equipment decides to go QRT..

31 May 2000: Christmas Island Tourism

Association wrote me: "the Accommodation
had been sold But they had another
accommodation place that they are opening
up next month that may suit you even
better".
I was not too sure about this one because it
was not on the North Coast so the path to
the East could be blocked because of the
hill.
I did try to find out if there was a real
problem with Customs in Jakarta because of
the Transceiver and also to take my
equipment as hand luggage on the flights
Jakarta And Cocos Keeling it was stated the
max weight was 5 Kg and the checked
baggage 20 Kg, how was this in real world
practice?

I use only 2 small rucksacks (smaller then
the maximum allowed hand luggage size)
one for me and one for the XYL, because it
is on our back and herewith we have a better
chance to sneak in the planes no matter what
the weight limit is for luggage. To avoid the
other usual disaster with airline luggage I
add as much as possible like SWR meter,
cables and 40m ant. wire and 50m slotted
open feeder, tools etc.

And I was very worried regarding the
accommodation on Christmas Island.
I asked some of the members of the 1995 &
1996 German team and they were very
helpful.

I did ask the American group who went in
1999, the only difference was they follow
the route via Perth and not via Jakarta.. He
thought it is maybe not so big problem:

On 9 June the 5H Licence was here, just one
week before our departure to Tanzania.

"This small airline to Christmas and Cocos
is very concerned about baggage weight. In
fact, most perishable items are shipped
airfreight as there is not good and reliable
sea shipping to these places. (One ship in 6
weeks) it sometimes cannot
be
accommodated since most of the available
air freight space in the cargo hold is presold for the goods go to the islands.

16 June: It was getting late now, this was
our last day, departing on 17 June to 5H. So
I had to make a reservation, we did reserve
the accommodation on Christmas Island...
On 5H Mafia AF-054 & Pemba Island
AF063 I had 10600+ QSOs in 14 days
We did return after a Safari on the mainland
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Only if it is in one bag will it be allowed
regards of weight. The flight from Perth to
the islands has the most luggage scrutiny.

North coast of Christmas Island.
There was also a lady waiting to guide us to
our accommodation and the people of the
rental car 4WD Toyota RAV, this was better
than I had expected: Automatic with Airco.

As I assume you will arrive from Jakarta,
you may avoid some of the problems we
encountered.

There it was, I was amazed and very happy,
this was superb! All the buildings in that
area (which is now called Rocky Point
Development) are parts of the old hospital),
now converted to houses, resorts, shops and
a restaurant, our "Captain's Last Resort" (a
renovated old Morgue!) was placed almost
at the ideal spot of Christmas Island... it
was on a cliff edge close to the ocean. The
northwest corner (Rocky Point), an
uninterrupted take-off over the very deep
ocean from West to Northeast. Since I
noticed that the hill which otherwise
blocked the path to the East just ended at
that spot, my worries came to an end, there
was room enough around it and just before
dark, although not planned, I tried to put up
the Antenna... wrong...because in that hurry
everything went wrong and I decided to call
it a day... and go shopping in the
supermarket.

They may not be as concerned with hand
luggage from Christmas to Cocos, having
off loaded a great deal of baggage on
Christmas before proceeding to Cocos. And
the return trip to Christmas may be the same
condition. The critical period is leaving
Perth will all the goods for both islands."
I was not too sure that the accommodation
on Christmas Island would be a success so I
decided to take my Mobile Antenna with
one mount and one short piece of Coax...
just in case...
All the airlines has been informed that I had
an extra bag some 125cm long, 15 cm in
diameter, in which were my 3 fishing rods
and the mobile Antenna, the Outbacker
Perth.
Our departure was on Tuesday afternoon 22
August 2000. The checked baggage was all
together 48kg but we did not have to pay for
the 8 kg.

I park the car very close to the balcony of
this magnificent "cosy " building now was
the time to bring out my secret weapon...

After 14 hours via Singapore in Jakarta.

The mobile antenna - the Outbacker Perth
(!). The coax was just long enough to make
a set up on the balcony, the PS-40 to get the
power from the mains. and.. VK9XV was on
the Air. Although I knew better, at that
moment I was not to sure regarding the
results so I did call a VK6 on 14.320 and
had a 5 (!) minute QSO with him.

On Thursday 24 August we checked in with
10 passengers for Christmas Island, we did
not pay for the overweight... and the hand
luggage was not checked for weight....
The flight was interesting with bang sounds
all the time.. I did explain to the XYL that it
was no problem the plane should have
enough pop rivets... really nothing to worry
about..

After this I was discovered by Tony 5Z4FZ,
then I started on 21.271, after the first
Cluster spot in JA, EU was soon there and
yes many.., I got reports from 55 to 58 in
general, had to work split 5 —15 up a break
for dinner, I feel OK now it works, even
with this mobile Antenna!

The landing was also interesting when you
look down on the plane's gangway, there
was a lot of dust coming from underneath.
On the Airport in Christmas we where
welcomed by the VK9XY team Stefan,
DHISGS and Toby, DHITW, whose
activities just has been ended with a result
of 12000 QSOs. They had worked with a
beam and 500W on another QTH on the

Then from 14:38 to 17:43 UTC on 21.260 5
to 15 up.

August
we
visited
the
other
accommodations used by other Amateurs on
the North Coast. I was not really impressed
and the take off from there to West and East
was not clear at all. We also visited the
Tourism Association they have a nice staff
and a very good display.
Just in time we rushed to a viewpoint to
make a nice picture of our little shack next
to the ocean. It looks fantastic from above.
After a late lunch we did some sightseeing
with the car all the way to the South point,
we never been to other places with so less
car traffic and Tourism, wonderful. The next
evening I used first 15m again, reports from
EU was less it was interesting that I did
work LUs! And P4 and CE7 and N4
between the 55 reports from EU!
15.00 UTC After dinner 17M EU and North
America got 57 from WI & W6 & W7 &
K9, real 59 from W3, IT9 and IK8 put it
also on the cluster: "GD SIG 59", an OH
said "a well executed operation" probable
after I did monitor my TX freq and
announced that I was NOT listening HERE
but only up 5 —10 and NEVER, NEVER
transmit on THIS frequency.. On 18.00 UTC
(01.00 AM local) I did go QRT.
Saturday 26 August: To the Airport again,
we had to pay 100 AUD$ for 10Kg
overweight. But no checking of our hand
luggage ... In the plane a Bae146 seating 68
passengers we got seats in the front without
any room in the overhead compartment, the
stewardess wants to take my rucksack but I
told her there are radios in there and I
preferred to keep it with me, she moved me
to another seat, there I learned one another
of a lady who had make the journey from
Perth, there they checked the weight of their
hand luggage indeed and even a
newspaper... !

Jenny Freshwater was at the Airport with a
very old (but cheap) Toyota Pick up, very
handy indeed when there are no showers...
she wanted to see if it starts and we hurry to
the supermarket to do the minimal shopping
before it close until Monday. Lloyds House
is situated on the West coast of West Island,
40 — 50 meters from the Ocean with some
open space to put up Antenna's, A quick
look around the House and I noticed a Tall
but thin palm close to the Ocean, it should
be the ideal to have my feed point of the 2 X
20M up there, I ask Jenny if she knew
anyone to climb that palm, she told me she
will ask Colin her husband now in the
middle of a computer crisis.
The XYL had to see the dive instructor and I
drove the Toyota next to Lloyds House to
use the Mobile Antenna again, this was a bit
more time consuming because It was getting
dark, the mosquitoes came and I had to
operate inside. The take off to the West on
the other end of the house so I had to walk a
long way to tune the whip of the outbacker
without a tuner, that evening I did operate
from the middle bedroom converted with
the garden table to a shack, I had to move
the Ant. mount from the aluminium part of
the Pick up (Not a good ground indeed) to
the rusty hood.
I was QRV as VK9CQ on 18 MHz at 13.59
UTC 20.30 local Cocos Keeling is UTC +
6.5! On 18.140 Peter 4W/ON6TT slow
going, so no propagation? I could not resist
giving him a call and moved to 18.127 for
only 20 minutes, JA 4 times USA and some
EU After dinner some 14 MHz and later on
21 MHz, an OK put on the Cluster: LP is
better, a W4 put on the cluster "very lie
here" IK2 told me "Big signal" I had some
local noise, and propagation was going
down a bit but I had 180 QSOs mainly EU,
26 with JA, 16 with USA East and West
coast. I did go QRT at 19.00 UTC

She had also visited Cocos Keeling, there
were only 6 tourists!
Above Cocos Keeling it was a nice view to
see the whole atoll.

01.30 local, Sunday 27 August: Colin came
along to have a look at the palm, he told me
there was no climber for that palm. There

An OH7 even gave me 59+. Friday 25
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Arrival on Cocos (Keeling)

31

HF Propagation Monitoring with BeaconSee (Page 33)
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The ladies had fun too. L to R: Trish, Barbara, Janet, Tatiana and Gina.
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Cocos Keeling & Christmas Is. DXpedition (Page 27)

The beautiful Comorian sunset.
Note the 85 foot Titanex vertical above the palms.
IV

A bird's eye view of the VK9CQ Cocos-Keeling site.

The D68C Story (Page 14)

The VK9XV Christmas Island operating site viewed from the South.

The boats at Moroni used to transport the container from steamer to shore.

Bert van den Berg PA3GIO, one of CDXC's most active DXpeditioners.

Just four of the Force 12 Yagis almost on the beach.

