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This fantastic All Mode,
All hand it4F-70cmi is
housed in a package
about the size of your
average dual bander. With
the exception of a couple
of minor points. The FT
100 offers 100 Watts on
H.F & Six, 50W on Two &
20W on 70cm.
Remarkable?
We think so.

NuG

We welcome trade-iris and will
pay over the odds for good
clean equipment. finance is
available with special
packages to help you get into
this new era of Amateur Radio<

RRP £1249
Only C249 deposit, then 18 x
£55.55 plan ZERO APR!!!!

or to place
arf. ortiot

0151 666 1130 oi
07000 73 7,..3 73 today. Even
better, it you have web access, see:
http://www.mlends.co.uki
productguidertt100.hrin where you
can download the latest
special offers on this
product and even order the
equipment over the net.
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we've got the lot - IN STOCK!
YAESU VL-1000
tv

KENWOOD
Yaesu FT-847

►

£2199
FT 1000MP (AC) The choice of the WORLDS DXers
HF Transceiver + 6M - includes AM/FM £1499..£1199
FT 920
£1499
HF + VHF/UHF Transceiver + FREE PSUI
FT 847
£3999
I kW HF + 50MHz 500W Amp
QUADRA
£399
Dual
Bond
Mobile
FT 8100
NEW Multiband Mobile HF - 70cm £1095
FT 100
£199
Dual Band Handheld + Widebond RX
VX-1R ........ ..
£329
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YX-5R .
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Kenw000
11-8705
TS-5700G
TM-0707
III-D7E
VC•Hl

HF Base true DSP
HF Base/Mobile DSP Transceiver
2M/70cms Dual Band Mobile
NEW Dual Band Handie + Pocket TNC
Visual Communicator colour SS1V Unit

£1799
£899
£319
£299
£369

SmartTuner 5G-230

E299
003.P.

kom IC-746

►

HF/VHF Transceiver 100W HF 6 + 2M + FREE PSU ...£14994
IC-746
NEW MK IIG HF, 6M, 2M + 70cm. All Mode Mobile..£1095
IC-706
£249
Computer controlled scanning receiver
IC•PCR1000
£189
NEW AM/FM Computer controlled scanner
IC•PCRI00
£319
Triband Handie 6M, 2M, 70cm
IC-TEE
£1549
IC-R(1500.... ..Wideband receiver 100kHz - 1999MHz
Mini Widebond Handie receiver 495kHz - 1309MHz ....£139
IC-R2

1,0004

HF-VHF SmartTuner SG-231

PAY BY THREE POST DATED CHEQUES INTEREST FREE!

NEVADA 017115 662140

• 189 London Rd • North End • Portsmouth • Hants • P02 9AE

Kenwoods TS-870S gives you something called an Intelligent Digital Enhanced
Communications System.

Or to put it another way, you can talk to someone halfway round the world and it'll
feel like they're in the room with you.
if you've never tried a digital HF transceiver before, you won't believe just how well
the TS-870S can find a signal that's almost buried in noise. And beeause ifs made
by Kenwood, reliability can he taken for granted, too.
Features? High frequency DSP for post-IF signal processing, high-speed PC control,
automatic antenna tuner, a built-in Kl LogiKcy for a full range of ON operations
features, 100 memory channels...and that's just a taste. Your nearest dealer has the full
specification.
Best of all, the TS-870S gives you all this at a price that's amazing value. So you can
talk to the world without getting any interference. Even . from your bank manager.
For more information on the TS-870S phone 01923 212044.

KENWOOD
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This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

FEATURES

( 4"

9

UK DXCC PARTICIPANTS

10

PENALLT TROPHY ROUNDUP

10

POSTBAG

II

NICE TO KNOW

13

RSGB 1999 INTERNATIONAL HF & IOTA CONVENTION

20

GENERAL TOPICS
Z19C1 — DXPEDITION TO CAMPBELL ISLAND

21
21

FT5ZH

29

DXING FROM THE FALKLAND ISLANDS

33
35

•

1000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

DON MILLER AND RODRIGUES ISLAND

•

TX Range: 160 —.1-51 6 Meter Amateur Bands

MEMBER PROFILE — PHIL WEAVER MBE, G4JMB, 9M6CT

38

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The World's First Panoramic SWR Monitor

LAMU ISLAND IOTA AF-040 DXPEDITION

39

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSVVR Protection

THE QSL PATHFINDER

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

45

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D. FT-1000MP. FT-920.

HOW TO SET A NEW CONTEST RECORD

FT-990. FT-900C/AT

BERU 1999, THE 62''' COMMONWEALTH CONTEST FROM 3B8

56

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR

58

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm (16 1/4"

•
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holiday and a wonderful way to meet some
of the local people and understand their
society, culture and economy.
Interestingly Jacky had the plaque awarded
to Gaston Koenig, VQ8AC, in the 1930s
for one of the first W.B.E. awards. (see
photograph).
And Rosemary did a good deal of clothes
3B8/G3PJT

80
13/12

40
68/27

shopping too. 3B8 is where most of the
world's leading brands have their garments
and knitwear made and there are some
great bargains in the factory shops.
And finally a big thank you to Jacky and
Shakela for their hospitality and good
company. They were the highlight of our
holiday on their lovely island.

Score Table
20
15
10
Totals
Score
138/38 196/42 205/27 620/146 6015

Other raw scores on http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/Bob_G3PJT/

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
till Jun
till August
till December
till December
till 20/05
till 27/11
from mid-April
08/05-09/05
08/05-10/05
08/05-09/05
12/05-15/05
15/05
18/05-02/06
22/05-23/05
23/05-03/06
29/05-30/05
04/06-07/06
05/06-06/06
12/06-13/06
12/06-13/06
12/06
13/06
19/06-20/06
26/06-27/06
26/06-27/06
01/07
03/07-04/07
03/07-04/07
10/07-11/07
17/07-18/07
17/07-18/07
18/07-25/07
20/07
21/07-28/07
22/07-29/07
24/07-25/07
24/07-25/07

3DAOCA: Swaziland
FK8VHU: New Caledonia
FT5WH: Crozet (AF-008) * by FSAGL
FT5ZJ: Amsterdam Island
UA3SDK/0: Sredniy Island (AS-042)
XJ1: special prefix (Nova Scotia, Canada)
ZS8D: Marion Island (AF-021) * by ZS6DE
II2V * special A. Volta station
JM1PXG/6: Koshiki Islands (AS-037)
CQ M Contest, Volta RTTY Contest
PA/ON4BAM: Ameland Island (EU-038)
EU Sprint Spring CW Contest
HSOZCW: Thailand by K4VUD
Baltic Contest, ITU Contest
OJO/K7BV, OHO/K7BV & OHOZ: Market Reef and Aland Is
CQ WPX CW Contest
KL7AK: Nunivak Island (NA-074)
Fielday IARU Region 1 CW
II2V special A. Volta station
ANARTS RTTY Contest, WW South America CW Contest
Portugal Day SSB
V DIE Contest
All Asian CW Contest, RSGB 1.8MHz CW Contest
ARRL Field day
Marconi Memorial CW Contest, SP CW QRP Contest
Canaday Day
II2V * special A. Volta station
YV SSB Contest
IARU HF Championship Contest
AGCW DL QRP Contest
Seanet CW Contest
TMOY: Yeu Island (EU-064)
by ONs
II2V * special A. Volta station
CY9CWI: St. Paul Island (NA-094) * by VEs
GBOSM and G5M: Scilly Is (EU-011)
by GOPSE and G4EDG
RSGB IOTA Contest
YV CW Contest
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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

A bumper issue this time, particularly as a
result of write-ups from several
expeditions that CDXC has played a part
in sponsoring. These include ZL9CI and
FT5ZH. In each case the RSGB has made
matching donations from its DXpedition
fund (which is quite separate from other
RSGB funds and is built up from the HF
Convention raffle and other similar
activities). Between CDXC, the RSGB and
the GM-DX Group the UK has become
what must be one of the major DXpedition
sponsors in recent years.
Marta Laine's appearance from P5 has
been quite a talking point recently — let's
hope it presages future, larger operations
from that country. Other than that, the
bands seem to have quietened down after a
lively start to the year. The sunspot
numbers have dropped dramatically, which
is discouraging, though the professionals
are still predicting a peak sometime next
year so there is yet hope!
DXpeditions — large or small?

On a different topic, several times this year
it has been frustrating to see spots for rare
Pacific DX being worked in Eastern
Europe or the US, but not to have a sniff at
it here in the UK. In some cases this has
been a result of poor propagation, but it
has also been a consequence of limited
stations at the far end.
A number of these expeditions have been
individual operators using a barefoot
transceiver and wire antennas or verticals.
No doubt they will return home having
considered their operation a success, with
maybe 10,000 QSOs or so in the log, and
lots of plaudits from W6 and JA.

I got to thinking about this in the context
of a statement made by John G4AAL in his
letter in the last Digest. John, quite rightly,
pointed out the dangers of overloading a
small aircraft, which had also been brought
home to the 9MOC team when we left the
island, barely clearing the end of the
runway. But John then went on to say,
"From past experience, it is surprising
what can be accomplished using just 10
watts and a wire antenna. Especially if you
are the wanted DX station."
Now this is, of course, true. But it begs the
question of why they have gone to operate
from a rare spot in the first place. If you
are there anyway (as John was, with
Operation Raleigh, or as you may be when
overseas on holiday) then you are
essentially making QSOs for fun, and will
be happy to work anyone. But I would
suggest, if you are using only a modest setup, then those who call will be the local
and semi-local stations and the big-guns
from farther afield who, for the most part,
will have worked the place before. Sure,
your log fills up, but 90% of the QSOs you
make will be no more than maybe a "year
tick" for the station you work.
Indeed, I would go as far as to suggest that,
for most expeditions, the first 20,000 or so
QS05 are largely wasted, because they will
fall into the category I have just described.
It is only when you start to work down the
pile, and fill out the log with the modestlyequipped stations several hops away, or
start to make a serious impact on, say, 80
or 160 metres, that you will start to give
out a significant percentage of "new ones".
You will only do this by running a
substantial amount of power and, perhaps
even more important, using decent
antennas, because not only do those
modestly-equipped stations have to hear

you, but you also have to be able to hear
them. You simply won't do that with 10
watts and a wire antenna. No way. Never.
Which, of course, is why the ZK1XXP
team took beams and amplifiers and why,
when we went to Spratly, we did likewise.
Of course, we were able to ship the heavy
stuff by sea, which went some way (but not
100%) towards avoiding the problems of
small aircraft. There is simply no point in
mounting an expedition, with the expense
and effort involved, simply to give the big
guns yet another contact with somewhere
they have worked several times already on
the main bands. Give them a shot at other
bands, or give the l'il guns a shot on any
band at all. Otherwise all you are doing is
massaging your own ego. And, as we
discovered when we got back to the UK
and started giving the 9M0 presentation at
local radio clubs, even with 65,000 QSOs
in the log there were still plenty of l'il guns
without even a single QSO. No doubt,
even after 96,000 QS05 (and that's an
awful lot of QSOs!) the ZL9CI team will
find the same thing.
It's not surprising. Our research shows that
there are perhaps 7,000-10,000 amateurs
active in the DXCC program, in other
words ones who have the DXCC award
and update their totals from time to time.
With several single-band DXCC awards
already extant, and others in the offing,
many of those guys will want a QSO on as
many of the nine HF bands as possible.
And there are probably ten times as many
amateurs again who, while not seriously
chasing DXCC, will want to work a new
one if they hear it on the bands. So, to
meet everyone's wishes, a DXpedition
would probably need to work its way
through something like 200,000 QSOs! As
I implied earlier, four DXpeditions, each
making 50,000 QSOs, would not achieve
the same result, as they would each tend to
go over the same ground that was covered
by their predecessor.

Of course, this is very much a personal
view. I'd welcome feedback, agreeing or
disagreeing. CDXC is no longer, as it once
was, an elite organisation consisting only
of those DXers who might reasonably
expect to put each and every operation into
their logs on at least one band. How do
those of you who are starting to climb the
ladder feel about how well you are served
by the DXpeditions that take place, and
what distinguishes between a good one and
a bad one?
DJ8WL

I was saddened to read recently of the
passing of enthusiast LF op. Peter DJ8WL.
Until last year I had never met Peter, but
we made up for that with a vengeance as I
met him at Friedrichshafen, later in the
year at the Dutch Convention where Peter
was speaking on 136kHz operation and I
was showing the 9MOC slides, and then
finally we met again at Windsor. Peter was
a radio amateur in the best traditions,
sharing his expertise with others, keen to
try out new areas of the hobby, and a real
"gentleman".
Secretary's Piece

We are missing the Secretary's piece this
time as Barry has been busy moving house
(check his new contact details) and jobs
(congratulations, Barry, on your
appointment as the RSGB's Commercial
Manager). Normal service is expected to
resume next time!
Reminders
Finally, let me remind you to note the
various forthcoming events mentioned in
these pages. In particular, of course, the
AGM and Summer Social which will be
on us before the next Digest hits your
doormat. In the meantime, maybe I will
run into some of you at Dayton, in which
case bear in mind that your hard-working
editor can, if forced, be persuaded to
consume American beer!

some very quiet periods, only 3 Qs in the 2
hour between 0600 and 0800.

a start the contest starts at 4pm and sunset
is at about 6.30pm. So there is an incentive
to get as many GsNEs in the log as
possible on 20, 15 and 10 before the band
closes. On the other hand, the HF bands
stay open longer into the evening so more
band changing would be needed. Certainly
conditions were a great deal better than in
previous years

Despite all this 7 stations made it on all 5
bands, namely 9J2B0, GOIVZ, G3TMA,
VE2ZP, VE3VHB, VK2BJ, VK8HA.
Many thanks to them for the bonuses.
This was also the only time a 3B8 has ever
called me in BERU, and it was just the
year when it didn't count!

Overall my result was poorer than I might
have expected. But 80 and 40 were very
affected by absorption effects such that as
soon as the sun came up 80 and 40 died
completely to be followed shortly after by
20. Static noise was bad on 80, possibly
due to the cyclone earlier in the week.
There were some very quiet periods, and
this made the contest into an HF bash. 20
was open for very long periods, through
into VE when EU propagation died away.
And there were some very strange effects,
for example, when Dave, G4BUO, was
working a VU on 10, the VU was
completely inaudible in 3B8 despite being
a lot closer.

3B8/G3PJT is a complicated call at the
best of times. It produced a fair number of
s when I called people! It doesn't help
matters much if you make a mistake and
send 3B9/G3PJT from time to time !!!
Some folk even ignored the 3 B 3
altogether, still that's their problem.
I have never had so much problem with
unwanted callers as I had in 3B8. Probably
it was because I was not active very much
in the week before BERU. What is the
matter with these people? Deliberate
jamming seems to be the response when
these people don't get their way.
Particularly bad was an HB9 and an 1T9,
etc. It makes the pile-up more of a
challenge when only about a 'A of those
calling count for points.

It is also difficult to crack the transatlantic
pileups and get through the wall of G
stations. And even the African stations
who were on had their beams north most
of the time and were difficult to catch.

After about 21 hours of the contest the
TS440 started to chirp and I had to swap
over to the 706, which did a very fine job.
My reservations about its large signal
handling on 40 really didn't show up on
HF and the sensitivity was very good. The
DSP board I had fitted was very effective
on 10. The 440 had a slight tx/rx offset
which was not obvious when running but
was trickier when I was in 'search and
pounce' mode.

Analysis of my score shows that it was 80
and 40 where I missed out. I was about 4
hours ahead of UTC and therefore the
night was shorter. Next time I will go
quicker to 40 at sunset and band hop more
often to all bands in the period
immediately after sunset. I didn't even
make 3 Gs on 80, only G3TMA and
GOIVZ made it, though there was a lot of
static. The lack of overlap with VE
darkness also cut down that path. Jacky
had already shown me when the band
would open but pointed out that the day to
day variation was large and that I might
not make any VE Qs at all. In the end I
managed 13 Qs on 80. All of this led to

When SD failed to spot a dupe I thought I
must be seeing things but SDC, the BERU
version, has a bug which misses dupes and
bonuses too. It's been designed to level the
competition a bit. SD never used to do this.
All in all another very interesting contest, a
good way to combine a bit of radio with a
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BERU 1999, the 62 nd Commonwealth Contest from 3B8

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

Bob Whelan G3PJT (Bob G3PJT@compuserve com)

Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

Having gone west for a few years we
decided to go east this year and take our
holiday on Mauritius, timed of course to
overlap the second weekend of March and
the Commonwealth Contest. A search of
the web and an exchange of e mails and
faxes with Jacky, 3B8CF, revealed that I
could rent his shack for the contest
weekend and that I would have no
difficulty getting a 3B8 licence if I applied
in good time. I could also operate from a
hotel if I wanted and to be sure to take a
2m HH for their repeater.
The hotel we stayed at was the Sugar
Beach on the west side of Mauritius. This
is a large resort hotel that I liken to an
upmarket (and hotter) Butlins even down
to a hotel song! The management were
pretty unhelpful with regard to radio even
though I had exchanged faxes well before
our stay, and cleared their concerns.
However one phone call from Jacky sorted
them out for me. The swimming pool and
water sports were first class. However the
in pool aerobic exercises left me feeling
quite exhausted, just watching. There are
plenty of other hotels to choose from, Ian,
G4LJF, operated from Villas Caroline, Flic
and Flac, DJ7MI operated from Beach
Village (Tros Riches) and others have used
Paradise Cove in the north.
As you will read, out of a 14-day trip I
ended up with about 4 days when I did
some operating. Despite having applied for
a licence the middle of last year, I had
licence problems for the first week, which
were successfully resolved by Jacky,
3B8CF, and Mr Beeharee at the
Telecommunication Authority. Due to the
approval procedure this can take
sometime. I believe however that next time
it will be much better. But Jacky's help
was essential. Actually the delay was
compounded by the weather.

After the first weekend of wonderful
sunshine, the weather turned into a nasty
cyclone, 110mph winds which left the
entire island on emergency power. It took
5 days for supplies to be restored in the
south. During the cyclone we were
confined to our hotel room and the
government offices closed. The hotel had
its own generator so that's one reason for
staying there.
I operated the contest from Jacky's QTH in
Quatre Bornes. This is on the westerncentral side of the island, about 1 hour
from the airport and 1/2 hour from Port
Louis the capital. Jacky's home is on rising
ground with a clear take off to
EU/USA/Africa and is significantly higher
than sea level. I rented the
apartment/station for the contest weekend.
The first floor apartment includes patio, 2
double bedrooms, kitchenette, fridge,
shower room and separate toilet, etc. It is
naturally ventilated and spotlessly clean. It
has its own entrance and direct access to
the radio room.
Jacky's station comprises a TS440 and a
Alpha amplifier. The amplifier is only used
on 80 and 40 due to TVI problems on HF.
The antennas are an A4S for HF, an A3WS
for WARC, a 40/30 rotary dipole and an
inverted vee for 80. All of these are fitted
onto a flat roof about 50' square and all
can be lowered and secured very quickly in
the event of cyclonic weather. I also took
with me an IC706 Mk2, some wire for
dipoles etc. and a laptop to logging and
keying. SD was used for BERU and for
casual DXing.
A few hours casual DXing on the Friday
before the contest and on Saturday
morning soon convinced me that operating
from 3B8 this year was going to be very
different for 8P91F and the Caribbean. For
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What an exciting hour or so! Around 0700
UTC on 21 April I heard TLIII bleep
loudly - a spot for an all-time new one had
appeared! Yes, there it was, P5 IBH in
North Korea. A familiar call - could this be
Martti, OH2BH? I swung the beam to the
20m. long path - nothing heard! But the
short path signal is stronger and the
Northern polar path even better. Yes - a
very recognisable voice - it is Martti. He is
taking it slowly, working split and asking
for names and locations - this must be a
demonstration exercise for the North
Korean authorities. There was no great
pile-up, I start to call. Martti immediately
QSYs to 15m. where there is no
propagation to G and then goes QRT! I
wonder how many UK stations and,
CDXC members in particular, worked
Martti and can now truly claim to be "Top
of the Honor Role"?
This must bode well for the future. This
type of exercise has been used before to
demonstrate amateur radio to those
authorities who are reluctant to take the
plunge and allow amateur radio for many
reasons, including internal security. We
really must take our hats off, yet again, to
Martti who, together with the Finnish
team, have activated so many all-time new
ones. Just consider their contribution
during the past year or so - Temotu, the
Australs, the Marquesas, Palestine and
now North Korea. Martti and Co. - Keep
up the great work. Our thanks to you and
the Finnish team for your superb efforts!
I went to the 50th Annual International DX
Convention which was held at Fresno over
the weekend of 9/11 April. Bill, G3CAQ,
and Martin, G3ZAY, were also there
although there was a shortage of amateurs
from outside the US, about 15 altogether,
so G was well represented. There were

around 500 DXers there. I think there was
a lack of overseas representation for two
main reasons:
1, Fresno is now four weeks before
Dayton. It used to be closer so that visitors
to the US could attend both conventions.
2. Fresno, and the alternative location of
Visalia, are both someway from an
international airport and out of taxi range.
The programme was as follows:
IOTA by G3ZAY
3B7RF DXpedition by K5KG
DXAC Forum
DXpedition to Ghana by WY7K
BQ9P by N4GN
H4OAA by N4GN
E-QSLs by N6VV
6Y2A by K2KW
Contest Forum
E44DX by W3UR
XZ I N by NA7DB.
Martin did a great job leading the IOTA
presentation where we were shown video
and slides of some recent and somewhat
"hairy" IOTA DXpeditions. The session
was reasonably well attended so let us
hope that more of the traditional DXCC
chasers will enter IOTA in future.
There was another interesting talk on
"Electronic QSLs" by Lew Jenkins,
N6VV. Lew is a true expert in the area of
data encryption and last year sold his
software business, which specialised in
this area, to one of the major computer
manufacturers. Now in his mid 30's he has
retired (for the time being anyway!). He is
also a member of all the key standards
boards in the US on data encryption. I
hope to get Lew's permission to publish
his presentation in a later Digest.
To summarise Lew's conclusions - there
are really no barriers to developing an
entirely secure system of electronic
QSLing. The technology is there and, in
fact, has existed for many years. Just think
of the huge amount of money being

transferred electronically, without any
problems, between banks and other
financial institutions around the world. The
encryption system that guarantees the
accurate transmission of data and prevents
fraud and cheating is already in place using
public and private keys.
The communication network - the Internet
- already exists and the traditional
objections to electronic QSLing are easily
overcome. These seem to be:
1. DXpeditions will not get their dollar
contributions that are so vital for their
viability.
Not true - very small amounts of dollars,
$1 or $2, can now be transferred at very
little cost electronically.
2. DXers like to collect the cards
themselves and this will no longer be
possible.
Again not true - the completed card in all
its glorious colour can also be sent
electronically and then printed off by the
recipient.
Under the proposed system the operator
would receive an e-mail message with
three attachments:
1. A message with the QSO data in clear
but with an encrypted key.
2. A contribution to the DXpedition e.g.
$1, $2 or whatever, dependant on the wish
of the claimant.
3, A completed QSL card, if required.
Of course the card may get stuffed away in
a box never to be seen again!
This has tremendous implications for many
including the awards' managers who will
need to gear up their systems to receive
electronic applications without the QSL
cards as such. ARRL are now actively
pursuing the electronic options and will
liaise with the RSGB. There is a great deal
of software development work to be done
and this will hopefully be put out to tender.
Of one thing I am certain - electronic

QSLing will happen - it is only a matter of
when.
There were also a number of DXpedition
talks at Fresno. They were excellent but I
noticed that some failed to give
recognition to their sponsors. This really
perturbs me - think about it - why do
commercial sponsors contribute to
DXpeditions? - Not just for the love of it!
They expect some real return in terms of
publicity, not only on QSLs which go to a
very limited audience, but also in
presentations and articles. The clubs also
deserve proper recognition as do the
individual sponsors. In the case of clubs, a
reader of an article may conclude for
example as follows "Interesting - CDXC
made a substantial contribution to that
excellent DXpedition - perhaps I should
join?" We know this happens; we took
great care with 9MOC to publicise the
contributions of all our sponsors in articles
and presentations and we know that many
members joined as a result. And, of course,
the more members who join, the more
DXpeditions we can fund.
It was also interesting to talk to Tom
Schiller, N6BT, who is the President of the
Force 12 antenna company. The new
C31XR, in particular, is a really
impressive beast. All elements are fullsized with 3 elements on 20m, 4 on 15m
and 7 on 10m, 14 elements altogether on a
31 foot boom. The wind area is 10.7 sq.
feet and the weight 82 lbs. This is a big
antenna and does not cover the WARC
bands. I spoke to several top DXers, all
users of the C31XR and, without
exception, they were delighted with this
antenna. Some had even replaced stacked
monobanders with it. 'NUG is thinking
seriously about it!
Bernie, W3UR, who is the editor of The
Daily DX gave the after-dinner talk on the
E44DX DXpedition to Palestine. It was
great being able to enjoy the talk - last year

dipoles or verticals. Some of them were
incredibly weak, and I think ESP as well as
DSP was brought into service on one or
two occasions in order to copy callsigns
and serial numbers correctly!
It was good to receive calls from GOAEV,
G3PIT, G3NUG, G3OZF and G3XTT, all
with weakish backscatter signals, and somewhat stronger - Herb, GOWAZ, and
George, G3LNS, in Herb's shack. George
had intended doing the contest from his
5B4AGC QTH but had to return to the UK
on family business. I was also impressed to
be called by two UK Novices, 2WOASH
and 2EOAPHIP, both with good signals
(and both valuable multipliers for me!),
who were obviously just far enough away
to make it with the long skip.
On the Sunday afternoon, the Stateside
opening only extended as far as the Mid
West, there were just no W6 or W7
stations at all. Nevertheless, stations in the
eastern and southern states just kept on
coming, for hour after hour, although again
many had incredibly weak signals. This
run - and I was able to maintain a run
frequency on 28333kHz for many hours brought in a huge number of valuable
multipliers, and for the first time it was
suddenly looking as if Jeffs 10-year old
record may just be up for grabs.
One of the most unusual QSOs during this
period was with T33RD on Banaba. They
were coming in long path, over the South
Pole, but were calling CQ for long periods
of time without getting replies. Their
signal was a genuine 59 and as T33 was a
new band country for Jeff we stopped the
contest for a couple of minutes to allow
Jeff to put a new one in his log. A few
minutes later, whilst tuning around for
multipliers, I again heard T33RD at S9
calling CQ and not getting replies, so I
called him again to tell him that he was
making it into Europe. It seems all he was

hearing was South Americans, no other
Europeans at all. This just shows what a
terrific location 9H is for working 10m
DX!
There was plenty of time left before the
end of the contest at 2400GMT: the only
question was whether the band would fold
before, or after, the record score had been
broken. It was definitely touch and go, but,
fortunately for me, and unfortunately for
Jeff, the Stateside run on the Sunday was
of much longer duration than on the
previous day, and even after it had closed I
was able to pick up a few more South
American multipliers before 10 metres
finally died at around 2100GMT.
The final total was 2930 QSOs, 860
multipliers, for a claimed score of 6.155
million points - the European record was
beaten. Other big scorers on 10m were
ZD88A, CE3F and 5X1Z, all of whom had
7 million or more, but I don't think there
were any other Europeans doing 10m
single band with scores close. My total was
around 300 fewer QSOs, but with more
multipliers, than Jeffs effort of 10 years
earlier, and it is true that there are far more
prefixes - particularly in USA - around
now than there were in 1989. That being
the case, and the fact that conditions this
year were definitely not as good as they
should have been this close to a solar
maximum, leads me to believe that my
new record will only stand for a year. Jeff
was talking about reclaiming his crown
even before the end of the contest!
Sincere thanks to Jeff Morris, 9H1EL, for
his hospitality. Thanks too to Andy
Chadwick, G4ZVJ, who, in a moment of
weakness (or was it after one beer too
many?) agreed to handle the QSLs.
Finally, thanks to all 2930 people who
called me: it was much appreciated. The
contest was great fun and I'm already
looking forward to the next one.

the lowest level for ages. This did not bode
well for a serious 10m contest entry!
Nevertheless, when I went on the band on
the Tuesday and Wednesday I immediately
had enormous pile-ups from USA, and
worked many QRP and mobile stations
and was getting reports of 59 +20 to 30dB.
The band was wide open to California, so
this re-affirmed my decision to do 10m in
the contest. However, I was getting some
dreadful audio reports. It seemed as if
Jeff's Heil headset was not working
properly, and he did admit to having
dropped it some time earlier, which had
obviously damaged the insert. Since Jeff
operates mostly CW he had not noticed
there was a problem. The only other
microphone available was a big Yaesu
desk mic, but it would be inconvenient, to
say the least, to use this for (potentially) 36
hours in a contest, whilst computer
logging. Jeff came to the rescue and
ingeniously made up an extended boom
out of disused antenna elements so that the
desk mic stand sat on top of the Fr1000MP and the mic was in just the right
place for comfortable operation. The
contraption was top heavy, so had to be
counterbalanced by a heavy steel antenna
clamp. It might have looked Heath
Robinson, but it worked, and at last I was
getting good audio reports again.
But the day before the contest, 10m was
virtually dead. I did work one or two Ws,
but they were all in Florida - the southern
path was still open (although signals were
much weaker than a couple of days
earlier), but there was virtually nothing
from the WI, 2 or 3 area, and certainly
nothing from the West Coast. Once again,
I doubted my decision to try to operate
10m single band.
Nevertheless, this is what I did. I started at
6.00am local time (0500GMT), so was
able to get a good night's sleep in. The
band was quiet, but with a couple of

weakish VKs and other Far Eastern
stations. After about an hour, it opened to
JA and I had what turned out to be my best
run of the contest, although of course I
wasn't to know that at the time. One of the
JAs who called was Shoji, JG7AMD, who
as P29JA had been one of the P2OX group
who set the Oceania Multi-Single record in
1993. In the middle of the JA pile-up I was
called by AH8AP in American Samoa with
a big signal, but despite standing-by
several times, no other Pacific DX was
heard. Propagation to JA died and the
contact rate dropped. By this time Jeff had
appeared and announced the flux had now
dropped to 103.
Most Europeans were very weak and were
received via backscatter. The skip length
could actually be measured quite
accurately: G stations in the Midlands and
further north came in with strong signals,
whereas those in the southeast of England
were received only via backscatter and
were weak. Only those stations outside a
circle with a radius roughly from Malta to
Birmingham were strong: this included
Russians, OHs, SMs and LAs, but all DLs,
Is, Sys, OKs etc were weak and very
difficult to copy.
On the Saturday afternoon, there was a fair
opening to the whole of the USA,
including the west coast, although signals
were much weaker than earlier on in the
week, and the band eventually faded out,
much as it does in England, with just a few
LU, CE and PY signals audible.
Sunday was pretty much a repeat
performance, with another good night's
sleep (10m is such a civilised band!) and
this time a 7.00am start, thanks to the
change of clock time over night. This time
the JA run was not as good, presumably
because I had worked most of the big
stations on the Saturday, and I was now
down to the next layer of JA stations, those
with Class 4 licences running 10 watts to

I gave the after-dinner talk at Visalia on
9MOC, a fairly formidable undertaking to
around 600 top DXers!
Our own Annual Dinner went to plan and
we were well looked after by the staff of
the Waterloo Hotel in Crowthorne, Berks.
Everyone seems to have enjoyed
themselves - many thanks for the kind
comments from those who wrote. The
raffle raised £355, an all-time record thank you everyone for your generous
donations. This amount is equivalent to the
annual surplus from around 60 new
members. In particular, thanks to all those
who so generously donated prizes: Martin
Lynch & Sons, Nevada Communications,
the RSGB, Radio Today and Yaesu, not
forgetting Victor, G3JNB, and Don,
G3OZF. Please remember to look to our
supporters whenever you are in the market
for any of their products.
Declan, EI6FR, gave the after-dinner talk
on the ZL9CI, Campbell Island,
DXpedition. It was an excellent talk
backed up with Declan's quiet Irish sense
of humour. A great talk, Declan, and a
great DXpedition. Well done! Thanks to
Barry, G4RKO, for organising the dinner
(and best wishes Barry in your new job as
RSGB Commercial Manager.)
We contributed to the recent DXpedition
to the Rodriguez Islands, 3B9R, which was
matched by the RSGB DXpedition Fund.
We have also offered a contribution to the
forthcoming T30 effort being lead by Sigi,
DL7DF, but we still await confirmation
that they can meet our standard conditions.
The cheque for the cancelled DXpedition
to St Peter and St Paul Rocks has been
returned to us, as will be monies from the
cancelled DXpedition to Navassa.
In terms of our total annual contributions I
estimate that CDXC must now be amongst
the top ten clubs in the world who are
funding DXpeditions. Given the back-toback arrangement with the RSGB

DXpedition Fund our contributions to
major DXpeditions are really significant.
Another major marketing initiative is now
planned for May targeted at the new UK
members of the DXCC and IOTA
programmes. We will also be contacting a
number of Cluster users. Hopefully I will
be able to comment on the initial reactions
to this initiative at the AGM on Saturday 3
July. As reported at the Annual Dinner, our
numbers are now around 420 and the net
increase from last year after lapses is 17%.
As can be seen from the enclosed flyer, the
AGM and Summer Social is to be held at
our President's, Don G3OZF's, home. Our
thanks to Chris and Don for this. Let's
hope we are blessed with good weather.
This is always a popular occasion so could
I encourage as many members as possible
to come. The enclosed booking form
should be returned to Barry, G4RKO, our
Secretary. We need to know the numbers
for catering purposes so please send in this
form as soon as possible. Also enclosed
are the directions to Don's QTH.
There was much disappointment that
DXNS had to close. DXNS has
experienced a dramatic fall in subscriber
numbers in the face of alternative sources
of DX news such as free Internet and
packet news-sheets. As a result of the
significant losses being made by DXNS
and the continuing decline in subscribers it
was decided to cease publication. It has
surprised me that many on e-mail have
protested about the loss. Some do not seem
to know of the really excellent and free
material that is now available such as 425
DX News, the IOTA and DX reflectors
etc. Coincidentally I mentioned these in
my May IOTA column in RadCom!
I recently received two audio cassette tapes
from the RA. These contain a full version
of the Amateur Radio Forum that was held
on 24 July 1998 at the NEC. If any
member would like to borrow a copy

please let me know.
As I write this I see that the SFI is down to
100 yet again. I think it nearly reached 200
for a very short period but then fell back
rapidly. I wonder just when we are going
to see the major openings to the Pacific on
10m again. The new cycle has had a very
slow start — let's hope for a real
improvement over the next few months.

The response to the Northern Dinner
planned for September has been
disappointing. The committee is inclined
to cancel this unless there is a greater
display of interest. I look forward to seeing
many members at the AGM and Summer
Social on 3 July. Let's have a great turnout
and a great day in the middle of the
Chiltems, the birthplace of our club.

New CDXC Members
Call

Worked

Name

Location

G3ASQ
G3KK0
G3MRC
G3UEG
GUOSUP
GW3KFA
JM1LJS
OH2BN

160
247
255
100+ (Top Band)
163
233
100++
All less P5/N

Peter Ives
Dennis Booty
Brian Poole
David Gould
Phil Cooper
Lincoln Lindley
Hideyuki Kai
Jarmo Jaakola

Norwich
Staines
Kidderminster
Harlow
Castel, Guernsey
Deeside
Yokohama City
Helsinki

John Allaway G3FKM
(Don Field G3X17; drawing on material from RadCom and elsewhere)
John Allaway, member of the CQ DX Hall of Fame, Secretary of IARU Region 1, and CDXC
member died on March eh after a period of ill health.
Although active in many aspects of the hobby, especially behind the scenes, John's first love
was DXing, and for many years he sat at the top of the Honour Roll. I well remember Ghis,
ON5NT, telling me of his first meeting with John, at an IARU meeting (Ghis had just become
HF Manager for Belgium). When Ghis found that this stranger was a DXer he (naturally!)
asked John how many countries he had worked. John wasn't sure, as he didn't know how
many there were. What he did know was that he had worked them all! This at a time when
those of us newer to DXing had never even known activity from places such as ZA and XZ.
And, of course, John edited the HF news column in RadCom for a remarkable 32 years.
John was twice President of the RSGB, and served on many of its committees, but his main
interest was in the international activities of amateur radio, starting when he attended the
1975 IARU Region I conference in Warsaw as a member of the RSGB delegation. His
activities took him to many countries, where he invariably represented the RSGB and UK
amateurs in a favourable light. I recall attending a dinner in Geneva during the 1987 ITU
Telecommunications Exhibition, hosted by the Geneva Radio Club, at which John was guest
of honour and a very gracious guest too.
What I hadn't realised until recently was that, despite the demands of his professional life in
the medical world and his commitments within amateur radio, he also managed to find time
for other hobbies including photography, cricket and following the fortunes of Aston Villa
football club.

early 90s, at the tail end of the last sunspot
maximum, I set a new WPX SSB Contest
Oceania 10m single-band record. That was
as P20A in 1992. A year later I helped to
set the Oceania Multi-Single record as
P2OX with a group of other P29s, one or
two of whom had never operated a contest
before. A trip to Oceania was out of the
question (unfortunately) for the spring of
1999, but the WPX SSB contest is one of
my favourites, so I contacted Jeff to see if
he would be interested in doing the
contest.
The original plan was to operate MultiSingle with Jeff; Andy Chadwick, G4ZVJ;
and one or two of the local 9H ls who had
expressed an interest in contest operation.
However, Andy could not devote the
necessary time, as he had already been in
Malta a couple of weeks earlier in order to
operate the Commonwealth Contest as
9H3ZV (from where, incidentally, I
believe he won the contest outright). Jeff
pointed out that his station was not
particularly competitive on the lower
bands: he has no antenna at all on 160m, a
dipole on 80m, and a quarter-wave vertical
and delta loop on 40m. In WPX you gain
double points for QS0s on 40, 80 and
160m compared with 10, 15 and 20m; it is
thus important to have a big signal on the
low bands if you want to operate either
Multi-Single or Single Op All Bands. Jeff
also pointed out that there is tremendous
competition within Europe, with several
very large Italian and Central / East
European stations taking part in the MultiSingle category. He felt it was impossible
to compete seriously against stations using
full-size verticals on 160m, 80m beams,
and stacked Yagis on 40m.
Jeff therefore kindly invited me to operate
as a single op and suggested that a single
band entry would be the most profitable.
"You stand a very good chance of winning
Europe on 10m", he said. His antennas on
the high bands include a 3-ele monobander

on 20m, a 4-ele on 15m, and a 5-ele on
10m, all to the K8CC design. The 10m
beam stands at about 70ft AGL on a tower
on the flat roof of Jeffs villa, which is
itself located on the top of a hill just
outside Rabat, close to the ancient walled
city of Mdina. It is very nearly the highest
point on the island, at about 700ft ASL.
Standing on the roof, you get a clear view
of the coastline all the way around the
island - it is one spectacular QTH!
So the decision was made. 10m single
band it was to be. The current WPX SSB
European 10m record stood at 5.88 million
points, and was held by Jeff himself. He
set the record at the peak of the last
sunspot cycle in 1989 when, he said, 10m
was just "a dream", with the band open to
the west coast of the USA for hour after
hour. The record was not beaten in
subsequent years and this year was the first
in the current solar cycle when it was
propagationally feasible to make an
attempt on it.
However, conditions on 10m in the weeks
leading up to the contest had been only
sporadically good: most of the time
conditions were quite poor, and certainly
nothing like as good as those heady days of
1988 - 92. The flux, which had been
around the 170 mark (and had even peaked
above 200 for a day or two), was
plumetting, and I recalculated openings
using a propagation prediction program
with a flux level of 120. Even if the flux
was as low as 120, the program told me,
there should be some good openings to JA
and USA.
I arrived in Malta on the Tuesday before
the contest and Jeff took me into Valletta
in order to renew my 9H3XY licence,
which I had originally obtained for the
IOTA contest operation from Jeffs QTH
along with Andy, G4ZVJ, and Dave,
G4BUO, back in 1997. He greeted me with
the news that the flux had dropped to 107,

CQWW CD-ROM

the greatest thing since sliced bread. Not
only are ALL the results there, but also
included is K3EST's CQWW HANDBOOK
which identifies (IN LOGICAL ORDER)
all the existing (and past) records. All in
one spot and searchable by call! Whether
you are a serious OT contester or just a
beginner, this is a WONDERFUL resource
to own. Talk about data mining!

Dear Fellow Contesters,
Announcement from the CQ WW Contest
Committee

A Contester's Dream
CQ is proud to announce a new CQ WW
CD-Rom.
Now all in one place:
All CQ WW results as published in CQ
from 1948-1997
Yearly updates available.
CQ Zone map + Country Zone locations
The CQ WW Handbook
Containing searchable CQ WW records for
every country in the world! And much
more.
After expenses, proceeds from the CD will
go to promote contesting through the CQ
WW Contest Committee.
You
can
order
by
visting
<ht tp://www.cqww.com>
or
<http://www.championradio.com >
look
for publications or Call toll free: (888)
833-3104 (within the US)
We hope you like it. 73 Bob, K3EST

But one of MY favorite parts are the
PHOTOS...MANY of which are in
COLOR. On MY machine, I can FLY
through them as fast as I can click the
mouse...this is FAST and FUN. I really
like the photo of N2AA in 5A sitting on a
horse (and weighing what appears to be
about 99 pounds)! And the photo of
Admiral (ret) Scott Redd from many
decades ago is a real blast too (remember
XE111J?). As far as I'm concerned, this is a
MUST for EVERY contester. And NO, I
don't get any money from it (for that price,
they can't take in much anyway) ...I just
LOVE it and wanted to let everyone know!
THANKS Bob!
de Doug KR2Q

Hello Contesters:

(I haven't seen the CD yet, but the CQWW
Handbooks produced by K3EST in recent
years were a must for serious contesters. I
plan to bring one or more CDs back from
Dayton — ed.)

Get ready for SUPER GREAT NEWS: I
just installed my BRAND NEW CQWWDX
CONTEST RESULTS 1948-1997 CD and I
am just blown away! This has got to be

How to Set a New Contest Record
by Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG (g4jvgi(o?owcom.net )

The simple answer is "go to Malta". It
seemed to me that Malta had four things
going for it when I was looking for a
suitable location to operate the 1999 CQ
WPX SSB Contest in March: 1. It is as far
south as you can get in Europe (it is the
same latitude as Tangier, CN, and Ceuta,
EA9, and further south than Tunis, 3V8, or
Pantelleria, II-19, all of which count as
Africa!) and thus ensures better

propagation than locations further north; 2.
it is a 'semi-rare' DXCC entity, so you get
lots of non-contest callers working you for
DXCC; 3. there were unlikely to be any
other 9H3s entering the contest seriously,
so I would be a unique multiplier for other
participants; and 4. CDXC member Jeff
Morris, 9H IEL, resides there and made his
station available to me.
Whilst living in Papua New Guinea in the
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CDXC

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

CHILTERN DX CLUB
The UK DX Foundation

As required by paragraph 8 of the CDXC Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 1999
Annual General Meeting will be held at 12 noon on Saturday July 3rd, at the QTH of Don
Beattie, G3OZF, Mayerin, Churchway, Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks HPI7 8RG.

AGENDA
I. Apologies for absence

2. Acceptance of the minutes of the 1998 AGM
3. Chairman's Report
4. Secretary's Report
5. Treasurer's Report
6. Election of New Committee
7. Election of Auditor
8. Any Other Business

Note that all committee members shall resign at the Annual General Meeting and, if they so
wish, be eligible for re-election. Therefore nominations are required for all committee
positions.

Nominations and items for AOB must be given to
of the AGM.

the Secretary prior to the

Barry Cooper, G4RKO
Secretary, Chiltern DX Club
April 26th, 1999

commencement

Mode/Band

UK DXCC PARTICIPANTS 1998

Mixed

No.
of
`G's
110

Phone
CW
RTTY
160
80
40
10

61
23
3
6
5
12
15

Alan Jubb, G3PMR

As part of our marketing initiative to
attract additional `G' DXers to join
CDXC, each year we target 'G'
participants of DXCC who are nonmembers of CDXC. We use the DXCC
Yearbook to provide the data.
The DXCC Yearbook lists all amateurs
who are on the Honor Roll, or who have
updated their DXCC score during the year
October-September.

1995
1996
1997
1998

CDXC
'IC'
Total %
318
114
204
130

38.4
46.5
52.5
55.4

G3AAE, GW3AHN
(378)
GW3AHN (375)
G3KMA (338)
G4BWP (288)
G3XTT (224)
G4BWP (295)
G4BWP (328)
G3X1T (302)

Congratulations to all. Note that G4BWP
and GW3AHN are not CDXC members.
The above are top Gs in the 1998 listings —
there may be other G stations with higher
scores who did not update during the year.

I have performed an analysis of the 1998
DXCC Yearbook, and am very pleased to
report that CDXC members now account
for 55.4% of 'G' DXCC participants. As
CDXC continues to grow, this percentage
figure shows a steady growth in line with
our membership, as one might expect.
Here's a summary of the analysis:
`G"G' NonMem Members
bens
122
196
61
53
105
99
58
72

Leading 'G'

Penallt Trophy Roundup.
Bill Moorwood G3CAQ

Activity this year was quite encouraging, 6
entries received and several others are
known to have been operating. Several
enclosed notes with their entry, giving
details of equipment, so I thought I would
report this, also a break down of operating
times and modes. THE mode was, of
course, CW, although everything else
except FM and packet was used.

World
Totals
7,670
6,613
6,710
6,729

One of the significant things you will
notice is that the 'G' numbers for 1998 are
well down on 1997. 1 imagine that this is
because many members use the facility at
the RSGB HF Convention to have their
cards checked, which last year was after
the September 30 th deadline for the DXCC
Yearbook.

Bob G3PJT has already mentioned the Run
Away winners in his postings on the
PacketCluster. In one of my mad moments
I was actually reading some of the
Bulletins, You have seen them... such as
Footer and Anti ?!!! then something caught
my eye and there were the Penallt Trophy
results.

Of the 58 '0' non members, 22 were not in
the 1997 listings, so I expect that the
Committee will be targeting them in due
course.

Phil G4OBK sent me 5 pages from his log
for January, only claiming a score of 42,
practically all on 160 metres CW., but a
very active station. Using a quarter-wave
Inverted-L, 40ft Vertical, 60ft sloping
down and a final 32 ft at about 5ft above

Here is a breakdown of total and leading
'G' participants by mode/band:
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More often, you want to have a useful
bandwidth such as 400Hz, but to have a
clean shape factor, with very little audible
off the sides. Rigs such as the TS-950,
which allow you to use any combination of
first and second IF filters give a degree of
flexibility which can be very handy.

discussion referred to this effect as
stochastic resonance.
However, in a contest situation I would
argue that there might be times when you
want to drop to a narrow 250Hz
bandwidth. This is usually when the band
gets very busy indeed (on 7MHz, say,
where there is relatively little bandwidth
available) or when you are operating from
a DX location and the pile-up starts to get
fierce (I have used 250Hz in both
situations — when 1.8MHz contesting from
home, to pull out a weak signal in the face
of close-in louder one, and when
contesting from GJ or GU to try to pull out
one station at a time).

It is also interesting that mechanical filters,
popular in the days of "classic" radios such
as the Collins S line, have made a
comeback in radios such as the FT1000MP. In contrast, some modern rigs
eschew traditional filters completely in
favour of DSP filters. When I reviewed the
Kachina transceiver for Ham Radio Today
(now Radio Today) I was impressed by
many of its features, but found that its DSP
filters did not compare with the filters in
my FT-1000D. This is probably not
surprising. Good DSP is still expensive,
and confined to top-of-the-range
professional equipment. This will no doubt
change over the next few years, as
processing power continues to decline in
price, at which time we will be able to
have any filter characteristic we want and
the debate on which filters to buy with
your new rig will no longer be meaningful.

The 500Hz pundits argue that using 250Hz
means you miss callers off the side. The
250Hz pundits argue that, often, those
callers are not actually calling you at all,
but the station adjacent to you. In days
gone by, when rigs were less stable and
narrow bandwidths were hard to achieve, it
was reasonable to expect contesters to stay
several hundred Hz apart. Now, more
typically, they will be within maybe 100Hz
of each other.
In practice, it almost certainly makes sense
for serious contesters to have several
bandwidths available, and many lament the
fact that very few transceivers offer I kHz
bandwidth, which can sometimes be very
useful (and used to be available on rigs
like the excellent Drake R4 series of
receivers). On the other hand, modern
variable bandwidth filters can offer similar
capabilities, and DSP techniques can allow
usable bandwidths down to just a few Hz
without "ringing".

Y2K Issues

It seems to me an important future topic
for this column is contest logging in Year
2000. I wonder whether one of the
computer buffs out there can give us some
suggestions about matters such as which
contest logging software is Y2K
compliant, workarounds if not, and what to
do if your PC itself is not Y2K compliant.
Given that contests are only for a few
hours, or a couple of days at most, is Y2K
relevant. Input before the next deadline
please.

Of course, bandwidth itself is not the only
criterion relating to filters. The other is
shape factor, and this is where the IRC
filters have always excelled. Sometimes
you want to use a filter with poor shape
factor in order to be aware of what is going
on away from your operating frequency.
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improvement, and that accurate copying is
very much a part of this. Having recently
watched the excellent TV series on
Bletchley Park and the code-breaking
activities of WWII, where the "Y stations"
had to copy hour after hour of five letter
groups, using receivers which nowadays
would be regarded as pretty poor in respect
of filtering, dynamic range and stability,
and to do so with minimal errors, it surely
can't be asking much to expect ham
contesters to copy a callsign, RS(T) and,
say, a serial number or similar contest
exchange? If we can't even manage that,
can we really make any claim at all to be
competent operators? Your views are, as
always, welcome!
WPX Scoring

Probably the most heated debate recently
on the Internet Contest reflector has been
with respect to WPX Contest scoring, and
the fact that own-country QSOs now count
one point. After the WPX Phone the
consensus seems to be that the idea works
well, and encourages greater participation
from the US while by no means turning the
contest into a US QSO Party. There is
probably a similar number of prefixes
available in the US as in Europe and we
have always got QSO point credit as well
as multiplier credit for most of them (not
our own country) whereas US stations
have not. Nevertheless, there are those
who differ, SM2EKM in particular having
spoken out vociferously against the
change.
In many ways, of course, US amateurs lose
out in the major contests because there is
relatively little activity in their continent
other than from their own country. The
same could probably be said of VK and JA
operators. And the WPX contest, unlike
CQWW, is patently not about working
countries but about working prefixes, so it
is hard to argue that own-country QSOs
should somehow be discriminated against.

I had tended not to hold this view in the
past, but the more I think about it the more
I believe the revised scoring is a step in the
right direction. Certainly, following this
year's SSB event, the overall impression
seems to be that the new rules are a good
idea, without the downside that so many
had predicted.

ground for 160m and a Butternut Vertical
for 40 and 80m.
Tom G4IDL wrote to say that he had
already seen the results on the Cluster, but
was pleased to say among his score of 57
he had worked a few "New Ones". All of
his operating was on 40 and 80m CW
80% of these on 40m.

Filter Bandwidths

Ian GOKRL with a score of 67, made use
of all bands and modes, CW. SSB and
RTTY.

Bob G3PJT rung up his score of 118 as
follows -:104 countries on 40,12 on 80,
and 2 on 160m. Approx. 18 contacts on
SSB.

Peter GW3KDB was all CW, his entry of
86 included 40 on 40rn and 32 on 80m.
John G3LZQ with a score of 118 was
equal first with Bob G3PJT. He writes to

Whilst a few contacts were made during
the day time, most took place in the wee
Hours. So it's all about losing sleep.
Bill G3CAQ

For me, one of the more interesting topics
to crop up recently on the Contest
Reflector has been that of choice of CW
bandwidths in contest operating. This is a
subject on which there can be genuine,
scientifically and logically based
arguments rather than the emotion that
underlies many Reflector discussions!
My apologies here to the SSB fraternity,
where I guess the subject is less relevant,
though there may be some arguments to be
made about whether 2.5, 2.0 or 1.8kHz is
the most appropriate bandwidth.
In the case of CW, the choices are starker.
Many well-known contest operators have
trained themselves to operate in a wide
(SSB) bandwidth, with all the filtering
done by the brain. Fred, K3ZO, is probably
the best-known example. The advantage,
of course, is that you remain aware of what
is going on around you, and also pick up
callers who are slightly off frequency.
Those of us who are rather less skilled will
generally resort to filter bandwidths of
500Hz or 250Hz (these being the most
common bandwidths available on most
modern transceivers). The IRC
(International Radio Corporation) 400Hz
filters are also extremely popular.
To some extent it's "horses for courses".
When chasing weak DX it is remarkable
how it is often easier to hear the DX
station in a 500Hz bandwidth than in
250Hz. Sometimes, the brain seems to be
able to copy a signal better when there is
greater background noise. The Reflector

say that he had no alternative but to take
part as his locals were aware that he had
recently erected 4-Square aerials for 40
and 80 metres. Scores were 83 countries
on 40, 56 on 80, and 48 on 160m. A dipole
at 45ft had to suffice for 160m. 2 contacts
on SSB.

POSTBAG
T33RD was a real tough one for me — I
business trip to the USA, I at last found
really thought that I wasn't going to make
time to read the March CDXC Digest. I
it — I just couldn't seem to break the pilemust congratulate you on a fine read — one
ups. Then, in a magical few minutes in the
of the best yet, and a great way to pass
morning before leaving for the office, on
some of the time on those tedious transthe penultimate day of the operation, I was
Atlantic flights.
able to work T33RD on 30m, 20m SSB
and 40m CW. That's the magic of DXing —
I sympathise with Peter, G3RZP in the
never give up, and keep listening! I trust
problems of business trips when you are a
that Peter G3RZP was also able to work
DXer. I too failed to work T33VU (and
T33RD.
T2OFW who was on at the same time) for a
variety of reasons, not dissimilar to those
I managed to work FW5FN on 20m and
of Peter. Business trips always seem to
also on 40m — I was surprised to see that
happen at the wrong time! However, there
out of 7,554 QSOs that Cedric made, only
can sometimes be a plus side to business
17 0 QSOs were made according to a log
trips — in mid March 1 arrived home in the
search that I did.
middle of the day from a trip to Milwaukee
Sometimes DXing also requires a smidgen
to find ZVOSB (PYOS) on 15m SSB with
of luck. One evening my XYL had been
no pile up — a new one for me.
trying to get me out of the shack — there
In spite of two business trips out of the
was going to be a major 'domestic' if I
country, in a spectacular few weeks of
didn't. I was just about to leave when a
DXing commencing late February, 1 was
SHACKLOG PacketCluster alarm sounded
fortunate enough to work seven all time
— XW for an all time new one. A bit of a
new DXCC entities (hate the word!):
dilemma here! No time to establish the
E44DX, FW5FN, ZVOSB, HK3JJH/OM,
listening pattern, or even to find out his
XW8KPL/ DF8AN, T33RD and 3B9R, as
listening frequency — I just had to get out
well as over twenty new IOTAs.
of the shack. So, I set the second VFO to
From Alan Jubb G3PMR: On a recent

the middle of the split, sent my call once,
and was astounded when he came back!
Not recommended practice for effective
DXing, but worth a try in the
circumstances. Talk about luck!

talking of which, the guys on that
particular expedition are doing a fb job
coping with the European LIDS who have
been trying to spoil everybody's fun on 40
CW this evening.

Thanks are due to a number of CDXC
members for helping the IOTA score
along. First, the 5Z4L1 team (including Jim
G3RTE, Phil G3SWH and John G3WGV).
Also, many thanks to Martin G3ZAY, who
gave me four new ones on his VK4/5 trip.
Pre-trip publicity had indicated that Martin
would operate from three islands. I often
check OH2BUA's DX Summit Web
Cluster around lunch time when at work,
and was surprised one day to see Martin
spotted on 15m from OC-172, which
wasn't on the pre-announced trip. Not
having a list of my IOTA needs at the salt
mine (now rectified!), and not knowing the
length of Martin's stay, I had to assume
that OC-172 was needed and that Martin
would only be there for the day. So I
dashed for the car, drove the 17 miles
home, cranked up the beam, found Martin
on 20m, found where he was listening, got
him first call, cranked down the beam and
drove back to work — 45 minutes out of the
office, and a new one worked!

73 de Dez GODEZ

From Steve G4JVG: Did anyone else hear
3B9R working on 18MHz SSB on the
evening of 7 April?
The EU pile-up got a bit big for the US
operator, so he asked them to spread out,
18150 to 18160kHz. Then, when it was
still too much for him, "18150 to
18170kHz, spread out please". And did
anyone else hear all those stations calling
him on 18170kHz? No names, no packdrill, but most of them did seem to be from
Italy.
Steve, G4JVG.

From Peter Chadwick G3RZP: At least the
'evil 'fluence' missed out for Malpelo this
week (see last Digest — ed). So I only need
6 countries all time now
73 Peter G3RZP

These have been a tremendously exciting
few weeks of DXing for me, and I now
feel that with 315 worked (311 current)
DXCC Honor Roll is a realistic and
achievable target, even with my modest
aerial set up — I just need some more
DXpeditions! DX IS!!

QRZ CONTEST
Don Field, G3XTT
discourages cheating (for example, by
"inventing" QSOs), it focuses attention on
accurate copying and logging, and it
generally encourages an improvement in
operating standards and ethics.

My own contest activities have been
limited (read "non-existent") since the last
Digest, other than an occasional dabble,
but the good band conditions earlier in the
year meant that the ARRL,
Commonwealth and CQ WPX SSB
contests were all lively events, as were
other, smaller contests. I was particularly
interested to notice the high level of
support for the first PSK31 contest which
ran recently. This mode, popularised by
Peter Martinez G3PLX of AMTOR fame
looks set to do for HF datacomms what
SSB did for phone operation, with huge
advantages over conventional RTTY and
yet demanding very little in the way of
outlay (the software is available free off
the Internet, and the only hardware you
need is a PC with a sound card, which
most of us already have in the shack or
somewhere around the house).

One specific feature of Sweepstakes is that
it originated as a "traffic handling" contest,
with emphasis on accurate copying of
information. Many contest have already
been "dumbed down", CQWW probably
being the classic example, where all you
need to do for most QS0s is copy the
callsign. The logging software does the
rest. Is this what contesting is about, or
should it be a more demanding test of our
operating abilities? How many top
contesters could handle real traffic (lists of
names, map references, or whatever) in an
emergency situation, and how many would
fail abysmally in such a situation? In the
UK we have the ROPOCO contests as
perhaps our most demanding test of
logging accuracy, and they have proved
quite popular, though to what might be
described as a "niche" group of CW
operators who pride themselves on good
copying.

My topics this time are largely prompted
by debate on the Internet Contest
Reflector, which remains as lively as ever.

Contest Log Checking

12568 1999 International HF &
IOTA Convention
Main Raffle Prize
Yaesu FT-847

From Dez GODEZ: I, for one, find the
combined DX and Contest Calendar very
useful. I also think that the period of the
coming 3-4 months is just about right.

The one radio that can do it all!

All bands - Topband to 430 MHz

I highlight any DX which appeals to me
(all the CW activity) then gradually check
the DX off as I work it, hi!

Donated by Yaesu UK Ltd.

Already, ZL9CI has been checked off and,
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There has been a protracted debate on the
CQ Contest Reflector regarding checking
of Sweepstake contest logs. Although a US
contest, many of the arguments are

Of course, one of the arguments against
penalising logs for incorrectly copied data
is that it may actually have been the sender
who made the error, and that the log is a
correct record of what was actually sent.
This is a difficult one to prove, but a good
checking program will pick up any
persistent offenders, i.e. stations whose
sent information is regularly mis-copied
(because of their poor sending), and will
draw to the adjudicators attention to this.

universal.
The debate seems to have started as a
result of a posting describing
improvements in the software used for
checking logs (software developed by
N5K0 and N6TR). Some participants
argued that the level of checking is now
too high, and will put off many would-be
participants, both serious competitors and
casual operators alike. Others argued that a
high —level of checking is a good thing. It

My own view is that, whether on phone or
CW, contests are, or should be, one of the
ways in which we use our hobby for self-
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NICE TO KNOW

SWL NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525

(brs32525Ocompuserve.com )
After a superb winter season which
accounted for a staggering 60 new band
countries in November, December,
January, February and March, Easter has
passed and with it the urge to spend time
looking for DX has gone, too. It is strange,
but every year is the same. There seems to
be something about the Easter holidays.
They herald the longer evenings, we
usually take a holiday, and the desire to
spend time chasing DX just isn't there! I
wonder if Easter affects other listeners the
same way?
Looking back, the winter season was
perhaps the best ever in terms of collecting
new band countries. After all, we had so
much DX it was impossible not to catch
something new. It is not difficult to recall
BQ9P, XZIN, E3OGA, VK9XTL, FT5ZH,
T88II, VK9CL, TYSA, XU2A, FR5ZQ/T,
VP8CRB, 8Q7UK, 3W7TK, S79MX,
ZL9CI, H4OMS, HK3JJH/OM and ZVOSB.
All these DXpeditions played their part in
providing such a tremendous haul of new
countries. Although the E4 will account for
8 new band slots on I October, I doubt that
too many new ones will find their way into
the log between now and then.
As ever, I will be spending most of the
summer months on 50MHz trying to
increase my countries haul on that band.
One new one has already been added this
year - 9G1BJ - who was a good signal
briefly on 14 March. Since then the Solar
Flux Index has been poor and I have not
bothered to listen on the band. However,
as well as the usual Sporadic-E conditions
from mid May, this year should also

produce some DX to Africa, South
America and, hopefully, the Far East. I am
now using a Cushcraft R6000 vertical which accounted for the 9G1 - and am
looking forward to seeing what other DX it
will provide. If I am not satisfied, a 5
element Yagi will be added ready for
Spring 2000.
Readers will recall that Mick Toms
BRS3I976 and I provided some SWL
interest at last year's HF Convention by
mounting an exhibit to publicise the SWL
Challenge. We have been invited to
provide some SWL interest again this year,
and have been given a slot on the Sunday
to host an "SWL Forum". Mick and I
would appreciate ideas for the SWL stand,
as well as support in manning the exhibit.
We also hope that with advance publicity,
the number of SWLs attending the event
will be greatly increased.
It is disappointing that no listener
responded to Colin Cadby's (RS96462)
"Wanted" list by sending in their own. If I
receive a few "entries", I will be able to
compile an "SWL Most Wanted
Countries" list.
Listeners waiting patiently for the 1998
CQWW SWL Challenge results must wait
a little longer. Apart from spending "too
much time in the shack", the red pen has
had to be used more this year with almost
all 100 logs losing points. Either I've been
fussier this year or the logs were not to
such a high standard as in previous years.
The booklet should be available in
May before I start checking the
CQ160m logs and the WPX logs!

GREETINGS FROM NORTH KOREA
P51BH WAS A GENUINE STATION
As 1 said in the book, for those who believe, all the good things will come. And that happened to
263 happy DXers throughout the world.
I have just returned from my sixth visit to North Korea, with many cherished friendships and
many totally new. It is just amazing how friendly those people are and how much they enjoy life
in spite of their needs in many areas.
As planned, I arrived there on April 20, with departure set for Thursday, April 22. From the site I
was located at, it was an 8-hour drive from the closest airport on bumpy roads. So, out of the
three days, I spent my fair share in a 4WD vehicle, seeing the landscape of this mysterious land.
While discussing the future of amateur radio in a longer term perspective, an immediate
allowance was made to test the equipment and show the people present the boring content carried
by our DX contacts - but carried for a good cause. I am most grateful to those who shared their
excitement with us by saying hello to my friends in North Korea (thanks to W6OSP, KH7RS,
SM3EVR and WH6CZD).
The operating was done on the telecom centre premises, with North Koreans climbing a 150-ft.
tower to hoist the antennas. The antennas were left right there together with the Yaesu FT-847
equipment. It is just a matter of switching the power on - when the time is ripe - to allow North
Korea to join the ranks of amateur radio. The telecom facilities were located a 60-minute or so
drive from the guesthouse, and access to the facility was obviously only during office hours.
Many would ask this fundamental question: why was it not pre-announced and why was only a
limited amount of specific information released? Firstly, during these several years of DX
missionary efforts, it has become obvious that if you are able to work on a project in peace, the
best overall results will be achieved.
Many major efforts are typically hampered by competing forces who have a hard time accepting
the success of others. It was only a few years ago that North Korea was just about to hit the
airwaves when one competing body launched an attack to undermine a potentially successful
endeavour.
Although the current DXCC rules (Rule 12) provide specific protection against that kind of
behaviour, it is still an issue that we all would like to eliminate from our .true promotional
schemes designed to further the cause of amateur radio in our dealings with the authorities of
countries of intense DX interest.
The operating was done between 1436-1640 Korean Time. First JA QSO was JA2DO, Europe
OH5MBF, Oceania KH6WU and the United States W6WKE. The operation covered 14MHz
CW and SSB plus 21MHz SSB. The documentation will be sent to the ARRL shortly, and QSL
cards will be released from the OH2BH Finland address as soon as possible.
Best regards from sunny Beijing,
Martti J. Laine, OH2BH/BY1
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DXCC NEWS RELEASE
February 18, 1999

DXCC Status of 9U Burundi Contacts
Over the years since 1994, the DXCC Desk has received several pieces of documentation for
operations from 9U, Burundi. This documentation was accompanied by license copies, complete
with stamps and signatures. However, the DXCC Desk had heard rumours that these documents
were in fact forgeries, and not authentic documents. Due to the fact that the operators were still
inside the country, and that we did not want to take action that could possibly cause them
physical harm, and we knew we would be able to purge these contacts from DXCC records if this
was found to be true, cards were accepted until we had the opportunity to investigate after the
operators left the country.
This situation came to a head earlier than we expected. The Director General of ONATEL, the
communications authorities in Burundi, contacted us by fax inquiring as to whether we had seen
licenses from Burundi. After several faxes back and forth, they informed us that the licenses were
forgeries. The signature on the documents was that of an official who had not been in that
position for some time. The operators were saved from any real punishment other than being
expelled from the country, and the entire incident is under investigation by their employer.
Since that time, the DXCC Desk has been rejecting cards for those operations concerned. As
soon as it is possible for the DXCC computer program to do so, all contacts from those
operations will be purged from the DXCC database. We expect that will happen before March,
1999. This affects all operations since 1994 using a 9U prefix.
The submission of forged documentation is a clear violation of DXCC Section 1, Basic Rule 7,
and also Rule 12 (a).

Callbook 1999
Hello! The new summer 1999 Radio Amateur Callbook CD-ROM is due here on 14 May. This
all new, fully updated CD has more information than ever. I went to the Callbook's offices and
worked on the database myself. It now has MANY more email addresses, QSL managers and
mailing addresses from all over the world. It is now a TRUE 32-bit program and will run
perfectly on Win 3.1, 95 and 98 and with many fine logging programs.
The disks retail at ham stores and from the manufacturer for $49.95 (plus shipping). My regular
advertised price is US$39. Your discount price is US$38 post-paid for USA, Canada & Mexico
addresses. Pennsylvania residents must add 6% tax. To addresses elsewhere, the price is US$42,
including air mail. I now use cardboard mailers!
I accept Visa, MasterCard, check or money order. Sorry, no American Express or Discover.
Cards are not charged and checks are not deposited until the CD actually leaves here.
Again, I plan to offer an EXCLUSIVE supplemental callsign database program to run with this
new CD. The data cut-off for the new CD was on 05 April 99. The program provides the FCC
changes from 06 April through the CD's release date. If a call cannot be found on the CD, it will
search this database, which runs on your hard drive. There is no charge for this program if you
download it from my web site, a simple process that involves little more than double-clicking
your mouse. The program will be posted soon. If I have to mail the program to you on a 3.5-inch
disk, it will cost an extra $3. This version of the database will work only with the new summer

Frog" (you can e-mail me and ask what
that means if you don't know)

judged from the fact that he always has to
say "Stand by" when his dog starts barking
(same dog whether "operation" is from EX
or TN — hi). But the bottom is reached
when amateurs, who maintain high IOTA
and DX profiles, collect my IRCs and
don't return the expected QSL card. The
latest CDXC Digest contained an article
featuring all the (understandable) hype and
camaraderie about expeditions, using
exotic contest calls. Frankly, to me it is
hypocrisy and misuse of my time to lure
me into spending time on a pile-up for e.g.
EUI01, if there is no intention to confirm
it. I am not talking about impatience — I am
talking about 2 years on! K3WWP and,
recently, G3LAS seem to agree with me on
the general deterioration, whilst G3PMR
told me he only has a couple islands out of
500 on the "forget it"-list. I think Alan has
a secret up his sleeve — 10p for its
disclosure! Or perhaps the two are ZAOSI
(a 1997 pirate) and F5*** mentioned
above?

In the middle of the QSL misery it is a
delight to work W2ET, Smith Island, who
even returned my IRC with his QSL;
AKIL, NA-055, who always responds
immediately — and C310F who turned the
QSL request around as fast as the postman
could carry the mail. And, admittedly,
many others.
You can often find people's e-mail
addresses in the lists mentioned above. A
polite request is less expensive than
sending another IRC, SAE and QSL. I
have used that to some effect although it
didn't work for EU 101 and EU064.
None of us want to become policemen;
this is a hobby — and I am not calling for
public blacklists other than for the really
serious pirates and fraudsters, but perhaps
for shared CDXC experience. I do like the
courage of OK I RR, though. It also makes
me save on IRCs. And I happen to have a
QSL from the VU2** who "doesn't QSL"
— even a nice, very personal, letter from
this old, retired Indian General, whom I
met when he was a colonel in 1961.

Conclusion:

IOTA and DXCC are worthless without
the willingness to QSL. Accept that it
costs, takes time — and that you have to
work in excess of 200% to get to a 100.

QSL Managers? Bless you, IK2QPR. The
rest: Learn from him.

Major DX-calls are easier to have
confirmed than IOTA ones as proper
expeditions seem more committed than the
motley individuals, who forget to do their
duty when they return and the fun is over.
This must be a frustrating fact for many
serious young amateurs.

73 Jorgen, MOAXP/OZ3CF — sometimes
/PA

QSL standards are miserable, going from
bad to worse. Most people report 2-3 years
bureau-turnaround (see some of the sites
mentioned above). Looking through my
old stockpile I find 3-6 months normal. A
factor 12 deterioration
I suggest it be part of good practice,
actively promoted by the CDXC network,
to stand up for high QSL standards. Let's
not support the syndrome of the "Boiling
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make QSL-routes and ham addresses
child's play to find. Some time ago I lost a
reference to a "Battlecreek Special"
construction from OK1RR. I asked several
CDXC people. No luck. Well — try
AC6V's list; OK1RR is there, or look
under "Beverage" in AC6V's index, and
you can start rolling up your 80m coils.
OKIRR is great fun, by the way — he also
has an elaborate list of bad QSL-managers!
3) QRZ Radio Amateur Directory on
www.qrz.com/directory.cgi and classic
Call-book
search
on
www.grz.com/searchelp.html You can
even download antenna calculation
programmes.
4)BUCKMASTER
at
www.buck.corn/cgi-bin/do hamcall
is
another well known excellent service. Who
needs to pay for a call-book?
5)DL6ZFG

30% response to the first direct QSL with
IRCs and SAE enclosed, less than 10% to
bureau-QSLs after two years is simply not
good enough. But I really begin to
understand. (That's always progress!)
30 years ago there still was a high degree
of "integration" in our hobby — building
and using equipment were two sides of the
same medal. To prove you were
successful, QSLs changed hands in all
directions. "Pse QSL" from DX-stations! I
begin to believe there was a different sort
of commitment and integration in our
hobby. The Danish amateur organisation is
still called Experimenting
Danish
Radioamateurs (EDR) to prove the point. It
also looks as if the dedicated amateurs who
launch major expeditions have preserved a
level of this integration. This is why the
9MOC, VKOIR and E3 IAA, to name but a
few, are safe bets when it comes to expect
QSLs. My theory is that with easy access
to commercial equipment, activity and
attitudes have changed. The thrill of being
chased in a pile-up appeals to a lot of
people, who have an easy time getting
started, but no intention of following up
with the required, dead boring, paperwork.
DX-nerds? I sent an e-mail to an F5-stn
who regularly operates from EU064 and
other French islands, asking him if he had
received my QSL — and IRCs! His answer
was that he was not good at QSLing and
hadn't sent one for 3 years! Yet, he
regularly turns up in the pile-ups and is
duly reported in Clusters and in Chris
Pages excellent DX-News-sheet. I still
can't believe this - - It really creates a
playground for shady elements, who take
advantage of the rest of us. Such as the
Russian ham, who recently became famous
for using exotic Asian calls — probably
from an inconspicuous UA9-QTH stockpiling IRCs and green-bills. Nice
little business on the side. According to
OKIRR the same is the case with a HH/FQSL manager from a garage in France —

on

www.pc.mdlink.de/70223102/RR call.htm

provides a link into otherwise elusive CIS
and East-European countries, e.g. ES, LY,
YO, although you have to subscribe (pay)
for the Russian list. And YO never QSL
anyway in my experience.
6) IK4LZH adds more information on
http://qs1.425dxn.org/

All of the above offer 100's of links to
other QSL sites or ham-pages!
7) I found K3WWP by chance at
www.alltel.net/—johnshardqslroute.html.

JohnShan onisoneofthed icated
amateurs who puts his whole hobby on the
Internet. QSL-links (most of the above
plus others), up-to-date solar flux and
Boulder values for the propagation
interested, explanation of QSLing and
DXing — and John's very elaborate
statistics on QSLing putting concrete facts
to my emotive outbursts!
Which leads me to where the real trouble
starts.

'99 CD, not with previous versions. I plan to update the database regularly for several months.
To order, e-mail me your credit-card info (including expiration date), fax it to me at 1-215-3962389 (press 19# if you get my answering machine), or mail me a check or money order: Mike
Klein, 545 Zinn Dr., Southampton PA 18966. You also may call in your order at 1-215-3962389. There is an answering machine; leave your name (not just your callsign!) and your phone
number and I will return your call as soon as possible. I will confirm orders by email, so please
dictate your email address. You also can email me your phone number and a good time for me to
call you (please use UTC). I will be happy to pay for the call. I value your satisfaction -- and
your patience (if I don't return your call as soon as you hang up the phone!).
If you paid by Visa or MasterCard before, simply email me the last 4 digits of your card number
and the current expiration date. No need to send the entire number.
**Important! If you order by mail or fax, please enclose your e-mail address!**
73, Mike Klein KC3NE
mklein@voicenet.com

QSL Routes 1999
QSL-Routes 1999, CD-ROM version is now available, along with a printed (book) version. The
latest version holds 96,000 entries, 9,000 images of DX station QSLs, and 3,100 e-mail
addresses. I highly recommend the CD-ROM version with its search capabilities. I also thought it
was great to see images of QSL cards from classic expeditions of the past, such as those of Gus
Browning. It has to be worth the money for this alone! The CD costs $14.95 for surface mail,
$19.95 airmail from Theuberger Verlag GmbH, PO Box 73, D-10122 Berlin, Germany or you
can e-mail to sales@funkamateur.de Visa/Euro/Master/Amex cards are accepted. There is also a
secure Website at https://www.funkamateur.de/shop/index.htm To run QSL Routes you need a
386 PC (or higher) with 4MB of RAM and LOMB of free hard-disc space. It runs under Windows
3.1, 95 or 98, directly from the CD-ROM. You need to install a Borland database engine first;
this comes on the CD-ROM and installation is trivial.
Reviewed by G3XTT
Italian Islands Award

IIA

The 'Crazy DX Group' in Italy is offering an award for amateurs who make contacts with
stations located on Italian islands this summer. The object is to contact (SWLs log) stations
located on as many Italian islands as possible between 1 June and 30 September this year. Each
different Italian island contacted / heard / activated will count 1 point. Only islands with
references in the official IIA list (released by I June 1999) will be valid (references released after
the trophy's start date do not count). There are five categories: Italian stations, Italian SWLs,
DXpeditioners, Stations outside Italy, SWLs outside Italy, and a plaque will be awarded to the
top scoring participant in each category, with a certificate going to second and third places. Send
logs by 30 November to: Crazy DX Group, PO Box 11, 04011 Aprilia, Italy or by e-mail to:
crazy@grisnet.it . The group has a web site at: http://www.grisnet.it/crazy
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(Tnx to Roger G3KMA for forwarding this information)

WACRAL AWARDS
The WACRAL series of awards are issued by the World Association of Christian Radio
Amateurs and Listeners. The various awards are for contacts with WACRAL members,
confirmed either by exchanging names, signal reports and WACRAL numbers or by the
exchange of QSL cards. The cost per award is £3.50 for non-WACRAL members living in the
UK and £5 for non-members living overseas. The Basic Award requires 10 confirmed contacts
with stations operated by WACRAL members, the Bronze Award 25, Silver Award 35, Gold
Award 70, Emerald Award 130 and Diamond Award 200. The Countries Award requires
contacts with WACRAL members in eight countries other than G, and the Countries DX Award
12 countries other than G. The Special Event Stations Award requires confirmed QS0s with six
special event stations operated by WACRAL members and, finally, the Heavenly Pilot Award
requires confirmed contacts with 5 stations operated by WACRAL members who are "reverend".
For this latter, you can also claim contacts with any other full-time ministers, pastors or officers
in the Church or Salvation Army. All applications go to Geoff Grundy G4YJW, WACRAL
Awards Manager, 47 Northiam Rd, Eastbourne, E.Sussex, BN20 8LP. SWLs are also eligible to
apply. WACRAL members in the UK can most easily be found on their regular net frequencies,
icluding 3747kHz at 0800 and 7047kHz at 1400 every Sunday. Further information, including a
full schedule of international net times and frequencies, can be obtained from G4YJW.

Earthlings Shock Aliens?
(this one unfolded on the Internet and via e-mail. Draw your own conclusions!)

The alien starship on its voyage through interstellar space discovers the Earth and approaches
cautiously. The ship's communicator scans the radio spectrum for signs of life. He comes across
an SSB pileup on 21.295/21.300 MHz and monitors it for a while. Disgusted he scans further and
comes across another one on 7.014 MHz in CW.
In a state of shock he alerts the starships commander. Both come to the conclusion that
Earthlings must be a bunch of uncivilised, primitive barbarians, not being able to properly utilise
technology, not being able to communicate intelligently, since all appeared to howl at the same
time on the same spot in the spectrum, nobody appeared to be listening and nobody appeared to
be understanding anything. It looked like Earthlings were beyond further education to improve
their skills. The starship's commander orders his ship to reverse course and leave the galaxy. One
priceless opportunity to make contact, to learn, to communicate vanishes into nothingness and is
lost for ever. 73 Werner, HB9US
Au Contraire Werner -- The ship's Communications Officer was an Interstellar Ham who
requested permission to break the pileup. His Commander replied "Make it so". With 2 gazillion
watts came the callsign "ALIEN" and they worked em on the first call. And you can bet your
Honor Roll -- they will do just that when the time comes.
We are not alone and DX IS -- universally! All in good fun (perhaps)
Rod in San Diego
Au Contraire Contraire - Pile up Prima Donna barks "A L 1 E N, I am calling Japan 5 area only,
can't you understand plain English. I don't want Alaska or ones. QSY, QRT, just get lost, and
while you are about it, turn down your audio. You are splattering and your signal is frightening
my dog."
Ship's Communications Officer, taken aback by aggressive tone of Pile up Prima Donna, moves
16

The QSL PATHFINDER
or how to help others spend their CRCs and green-bills
Jorgen Faxholm, MOAXP, OZ3CF (faxholm@OrchardNet.corn)

On my 2-year anniversary of re-starting as
an active DXer after 34 years of absence,
let me share a couple of insights which
may help some of you to succeed with the
ever challenging QSL-hunt.
First three assumptions:
1. In 1962 it took a fair bit of
commitment (time, money and insight)
to build an SSB TX. Today we are able
to concentrate on the "fun" and not the
knowledge. We can all get onto the
bands in a flash, spend more time in
the pile-ups, play policemen, operate
SSB well into the CW part of the bands
and generally enjoy our own definition
of fun.
2. Basic operational style and principles
are much the same as when I got my
60s DXCC with a cocktail of
homebrew, long-wire and TVI at the
age of 18. Quality (availability) of
equipment, PacketClusters and realtime information are the real changeagents.
3. The ham population is ageing; most of
us who have stayed with the hobby for
30 years or more have no need for QSL
— and with dulled senses we forget the
needs of young amateurs.
What does this all mean? Well, it explains
a lot!
I cannot contribute with new knowledge on
operational skills. However, having
despaired about QSL practices for some
time, I feel that I have found a few ways of
improving my chances to receive the
wanted confirmation — without which we
can close down IOTA and DXCC!
A month ago I met OY2H on 21MHz CW
for the first time since 4 Feb 1961, had a

good giggle (how do you giggle on CW?)
about our growing up in the meantime and
agreed to meet again in 35 years from now.
I'll make it if cryogenics work. His QSL
from 1961, by the way, contained the two
magic words "Pse QSL". He now uses a
QSL manager and so do most rare DXstations. Judging from various articles on
good or bad QSL managers, however, this
is no guarantee for a safe return of QSL.
However, one must find the route first —
and that is almost as exciting as having the
5NN QSO! This brought me to pull out the
surfboard and get onto Internet to see if I
could find the calls, which eluded so many
people.
I could. There is hardly a QSL route or call
you cannot trace on the Internet. Even a list
of pirates and personal comments on
cluster lists ("VU2** - he doesn't QSL").
It may take getting wet in the surf — but it
is there! Here are some of the better
examples:

1) RW1QM. You can find the server on
www.ampr.spb.ru/search
This server
contains virtually any DX station which
has been on the air during the past two
years. RW1QM links information from
ARRL DX Bulletin, 425 News, Contest
QSL-routes and other servers. The search
gives you a QSL route, but you must often
find the actual addresses somewhere else.
There is even a search option with wildcards (if you got the call wrong). RW 1 QM
is always my first port of call.
2) AC6V's master index to ham-radio on
www.ac6v.com/pageas.html
and
www.ac6v.com/page2/html#DXM , a
fabulous link to anything you could dream
of with the slightest reference to amateur
radio! Stacks of inter-linked databases

the DX bug began to bite. In May 1998
CDXC Digest there was a note by Alan,
G3PMR, of his recent visit to Thailand. In
September I went to the CDXC Northern
Dinner at Harrogate, and cornered Alan to
see if operation from HS would be
possible. He suggested some useful
contacts. The high spot of the evening was
the presentation of the 9MOC expedition. I
wandered over to Tony GOOPB and asked
him if he knew anywhere in that part of the
world where I could get a licence and
operate, preferably using someone else's
shack. I like an easy life. Tony told me to
look at the Hillview Gardens website.
From this point on I was no longer
responsible for my actions. After 37 emails, five letters and several phone calls,
in March this year I again flew to
Bangkok. I was met at the airport by John
HSICHB, station manager of E22AAA
club station, resplendent in military attire,
and taken directly to obtain my
membership of RAST and operating
licence. He then drove me to the club
station, showed me round and left me
there. Three hours later, with 160 contacts
in the log as HSO/G4U71‘1, he picked me
up again and drove me to my hotel. I spelt
for a long time.
The day after, I woke up, John picked me
up from my hotel and drove me to the
AGM of the Radio Amateur Society of
Thailand, a splendidly organised and very
friendly affair, where I had the pleasure of
meeting the Thai and expatriate ops,
including Ray HSO/G3NOM, Winit
HS ICKC of HSOAC, the Asia Institute of
Technology station and, of course, many
others. After the meeting, back to work
and several hundred more calls entered my
logbook. Next morning I left Bangkok for
Nongkhai to cross the border into Laos.
I have never worked Laos. For many years
it has been a closed country, but now it is

opening up rapidly. Visitors are welcome
and, although I only had time for a day and
half in Vientaine, it was a fascinating
experience. I'd love to go back and try to
get on the air as well.
So back to Bangkok for some more
operating and a morning flight to
Singapore. Next day a flight to Sabah
where I was met at Kota Kinabalu airport
by Alfons 9M6MU and driven high into
the mountains to Hillview Gardens resort.
This is paradise on earth. A number of
CDXC members have been there but kept
the secret to themselves. The scenery is
fantastic, as are the food, the service, the
entertainment, anything else you can think
of. Nothing is too much trouble for Alfons
9M6MU and Doris 9M6DU who have
created a brilliant and imaginative concept.
The important part of course is the selfcontained radio shack containing just about
anything you could want, backed by a
monoband beam for 20 metres on a 75-foot
tower, a tribander, a Cushcraft beam for
18/24MHz, wire antennas as you want
them, and 24-hour use of the shack for the
duration of your stay. The pile-ups are
tremendous. I had arranged for my own
call, applying for 9M6UZ, but they gave
me 9M6UZT. To be at the right end of a
huge pile-up for a change is an eye-opener.
I made 2300 CW QSOs during my week's
stay. It would have been more, but the
bands opened at night and were fairly quiet
during the day, and you have to sleep
sometime
A combination of travel and DXing cannot
be beaten, and this trip would not have
been successful without the help and
advice of a number of CDXC members,
for which, thank you. If I can use the title
of Martti Laine's famous book "Where do
we go next?"
The Hillview Gardens website is at
http://www.alfons.com

off frequency to station calling "Seek you Dog Xray". Replies "A L 1 E N", thinking that he
needs to do something to restore relations with dog. Were these dogs different from the canine
breed they had back home? "Are you Dog Xray or just assing around?" "No, I'm alien, I wanna
help." "Get lost, I'm only interested in Dog Xray." "Yes, I know you are seeking Dog Xray ... we
have the most modern medical equipment. Not X-rays because they were replaced 5 trillion years
ago but ..." "Oh yea, who ARE you, what DXCC country are you?" "I'm from planet Y2K and we
can help" "Sorry mate, you have come a bit early - try it in 286 days time. Seek you, seek you,
seek you Dog X-ray or rare island." Signals start fading. Dipping down into the noise level "
but I can help your dog with medicine. This is space-ship A L 1 E N." "Go away, you don't count
for DXCC or IOTA. You're wasting my time. OK, DL***, there's no Dog X-ray around, you're 5
and 9, band conditions are lousy .... I think I will get out of here and go and walk the dog."
Signals building, plaintive voice from the ether ".... but dog NEEEEDS X-ray "
Roger Balister, G3KMA (with apologies)

The DXCC Yearbook 1998
produced by the ARRL

Results of the 1998 ARRL's 100 Most-Needed DXCC Countries were released in The DXCC
Year Book 1998. The survey was taken from the ARRL DXCC computer prior to last years
three new additions to the DXCC list: H40 - Temotu, FO - Austral Islands and FO - Marquesas
Islands. Two European countries that were added in 1991 (T9 - Bosnia & Herzegovina and Z3 Macedonia) and two that were added in 1993 (OK - Czech Republic and OM - Slovakia
Republic) still remain on the top 100 list not because they are difficult to work but rather people
still have not had them credited to their DXCC totals. Despite this minor fact this most wanted
list is perhaps one of the most accurate needed lists as it shows which countries have not been
confirmed with QSL cards at the ARRL DXCC Desk. The biggest gainers on the list were: 3Y Peter I Island gaining 74+ spots, VK9M - Mellish Reef gaining 60+ spots, YVO - Ayes Island
gaining 56 spots, KH1 - Baker & Howland Islands gaining 50+ and XZ - Myanmar gaining 38
spots. Last years biggest losers were: JX - Jan Mayen losing 35 spots, 9N - Nepal losing 32
spots, YI - Iraq losing 29 spots, TY - Chad losing 29 spots and TJ -Cameroon losing 24+ spots.
Next year look for big drops from the following countries as major DXpeditions and QSL cards
from previous operations which place since the results were tabulated: BV9P, E3, ZL9, XZ,
3B7, HKO/M, 5A, FT5Z, Z3, T33, T9 OK, IA, VK9X, VK9Y, OM, 3B9, ZK3, ET, TY, T2.
Rank Prefix Country

1 P5

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

BS7H
BV9P
AS
VU4
E3
70
FR/T
FR/G
3Y
ZL9
VK0/M
VU7
VP8/S
XZ
387

Rank Prefix Country

North Korea
Scarborough Reef
Pratas I
Bhutan
Andaman & Nicobar I
Eritrea
Yemen
Tromelin I
Glorioso I
Bouvet I
Auckland & Campbell I
Macquarie I
Lakshadweep Is
South Sandwich Is
Myanmar
Agalega & St Brandon Is

51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
17

9U
3V
KH5
VK9/X
VK9/Y
OM
FO/C
ZD9
5R8
TT8
389
TI9
ZK3
SO
VP8/0
XU

Burundi
Tunisia
Palmyra, Jarvis Is
Christmas I
Cocos-Keeling I
Slovak Republic
Clipperton I
Tristan Da Cunha
Madagascar
Chad
Rodriguez I
Cocos I
Tokelau Is
Western Sahara
South Orkney Is
Cambodia

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

SV/A
VKO/H
HKO/M
3C0
KH5K
FR/J
5A
VP8/G
ZL8
3Y
FTSZ
ZS8
PYOS
YA
FT5W
Z3
3D2C
T33
TN
T9
CEOX
XW
1S
VK9M
T31
VK9/W
PYOT
YVO
FT5X
EP
OK
1A0
S2
KH1

Mount Athos
Heard I
Malpelo I
Annobon
Kingman Reef
Juan De Nova, Europa
Libya
South Georgia
Kermadec I
Peter I
Amsterdam & St Paul I
Prince Edward & Marion Is
St Peter And Paul Rocks
Afghanistan
Crozet I
Macedonia
Conway Reef
Banaba
Congo
Bosnia-Herzegovina
San Felix I
Laos
Spratly Is
Mellish Reef
Central Kiribati
Willis I
Trindade & Martin Vaz Is
Aves I
Kerguelen I
Iran
Czech Republic
Sov Mil Order of Malta
Bangladesh
Baker Howland Island

67
68
69
70
71
71
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

3C
R1M
3D2R
T5
ZK1/N
ET
YK
3W
KP1
CEOZ
TY
KH4
YI
KH9
ST
JD1/M
CYO
A6
D6
KH7K
5X
8Q
T2
T8
JX
VP8
CY9
9N
ZC4
KP5
FW
3X
VK9L
JD1/O

Equatorial Guinea
M-V I
Rotuma
Somalia
North Cook Is
Ethiopia
Syria
Vietnam
Navassa
Juan Fernandez I
Benin
Midway I
Iraq
Wake I
Sudan
Minami Torishima
Sable I
UAE
Comoros
Kure I
Uganda
Maldive Is
Tuvalu
Palau
Jan Mayen

South Shetlands
St Paul Island
Nepal
U K Bases on Cyprus
Desecheo Island
Wallis & Futuna Is
Guinea
Lord Howe Island
Ogasawara

= indicates it moved at least that much as it was either on the last
year list and moved off or it was not on the list and moved on.)

Also in The DXCC Year Book 1998 are the following:
"Year in Review - 1998"
"How to Get Into the Log!"
"The 100 Most-Needed DXCC Countries"
"1998 DXpedition of the Year: H4OAA"
"Talking DX with N7NG"
"DXCC Annual List"
If you're wondering who gets a year book there are two categories:
I. Those who have endorsed their DXCC totals between 1 October, 1997 and 30 September,
1998 and who are full or international members of the ARRL.
2. Those who are listed on an Honor Roll as of 30 September, 1998 and are full international
members of the ARRL.
If you don't meet either of these categories you can always request one from the ARRL for a
small fee of $5.00.

USEFUL WEB PAGES
A Chile call book program is available at hop://werken.ufro.c1/-ce2hi/ The program is in
Spanish and is about 1.3 megabytes.
Addresses of Taiwanese amateurs are available at: hop://bv4oq.101.com.tw/bv.htm and of old
and new PA call signs at: http://ser 1 .molvvos.net/-cfn3001/paOkhs.html
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would be back on. Various rumours
abounded as to the cause. Apparently
some people had lit a bonfire under one of
the poles carrying the power cables and it
had burnt down!
In the meantime this gave Phil, Rob and I a
chance to visit downtown Lamu. John
stayed behind hoping that power would be
restored in our absence. On our return
power had still not come back on. Rob
found out from the Hotel Peponi manager
that the hotel owned one the buildings
about 100 feet away from our house. He
had no problems in us connecting into it.
So at last we were back on the air and as it
was getting dark no QRN either. If only
we had known earlier!
Close Down.

Wednesday was close down day. Phil had
a final session on CW whist we started
taking the aerials down and packing
everything else up. By midday we were
ready to depart but not before we paid a
visit to the Peponi for a final beer.
We were all due to fly back home that
evening. We stopped off at Ted's QTH for
an evening meal before we were all driven
back to the airport. There was great
confusion when we arrived as the place
was heaving with people trying to get
flights back to Ethopia. I eventually

managed to fight my way through the
crowd by tagging on behind a policeman
with a gun!
We said our farewells to Rob and Ted and
headed to the departure gates. On arrival
back at Stansted it was rather a shock to
get out of the terminal to find the
temperature was -1C!

The Results.
We made approximately 11.3k QSOs.
Roughly split 50/50 between CW and SSB,
5461 and 5798 respectively with about 70
RTTY contacts. We used all bands 40 to
10 apart from 30m. All QSLing is via
G3SWH direct or via the bureau.
Thanks.

Our particular thanks go to: our sponsors,
NCDXF, GM DX Group, Lone Star DX
Association, Cellnet and Nevada; our
XYLs, Cheryl, Jan and Shan for letting us
go; Wilson and Lucas of Kisiwani Ltd for
looking after us all so well; Ted Alleyne,
5Z4NU, and the Amateur Radio Society of
Kenya for their help with the licences and
special callsign; Air Kenya for help with
the excess baggage and to Neville Cheadle,
G3NUG, for the loan of the Yaesu FT900AT, without whose help and
understanding this operation would not
have been possible.

My Own DXpedition
Tony Quest G4UZN (A quest 12 63 ( aoLcom)

I had never been East before. She said, "go
on your own. You've always wanted to go.
Get it out of your system". So I booked a
flight to Bangkok and spent two weeks
travelling round Thailand. That was in
March 1998. For various reasons I had not
been on the air much for the previous five
years and Amateur Radio was not in mind.
But in a little shop in Monthaburi at the
terminus of the River Boat Express in

Bangkok, I bought a copy of "QRZ"
magazine, mainly in Thai, but containing
an extensive list of HS callsigns and
details of contest activity. I wondered. Five
years ago HS was rare DX. I travelled on,
to the far north, and over the border to
cross into Tachilek in Myanmar (Burma)
for the day. I thought, what a fantastic spot
for a DXpedition.
Back home, propagation had improved and

A few evenings later the band did exactly
the same thing when I was on CW. In fact
it was even more productive as it was
much easier to pull through the stations on
this mode than on SSB.
There were a couple of other occasions
which will stick in my memory. The first
one was one afternoon I was listening over
the bands using Rob's Alinco DX-70. He
had brought this rig with him to keep in
touch with his friends back in Nairobi.
When we had been putting up other aerials
we had made up a sloping dipole for 12m.
I connected this up and thought I would
put out a CQ call. I was amazed at what
followed. I had a pretty good pile-up
running. The band would go in and out
but it got better as time went by and about
200 contacts were made. Neville G3NUG
called in to say there were several Ws
calling but whether it was purely
propagation or the rig was not sensitive but
I could not hear anything from the States.
The other time was when I took the DX-70
down to the beach and mounted an 18MHz
ground plane over the sea. I was able to
work another couple of hundred stations
mostly from Japan. The strange thing was
the CW started up but I could not hear
anything they were working!

nothing really helped. We moved the SSB
station downstairs which was a blessing in
disguise as it was originally right next door
to where I was sleeping, so at least I would
not be kept awake by Rob's voice!
We finally had to concede defeat as far as
the break-through was concerned and
agreed to have each day as either an SSB
or CW priority day. If the other mode
could get away with it then fine; otherwise
it was QRT!
Due to the power line noise we were
unable to operate on 80/160. Since 30m
was not allowed, the only band open after
midnight local was 40m but even that
would soon close down. Unfortunately
this meant we were unable to keep a
station going for 24 hours a day. We did
have some respite from the QRN. During
the day it would disappear altogether
which was a great relief.
Propagation.

The bands tended to open up very quickly
and likewise would close within minutes.
40m in the mornings would soon give way
to 20 and then gradually 15 and 10 would
open up. The evenings were always good
on 20m and at times there would good
openings to JA, Europe and North America
at the same time. Other evenings it would
be open to only one of those areas. The
band would close within minutes and even
40m would start to drop off.
I have always been a keen 40m man and
one evening I heard Rob working some
JAs. When I went down to see what he
was doing he said, "Here you have a go!"
I took a listen. It was absolutely amazing.
The band was full of JAs and Europeans.
They were pounding through over the
QRN and I spent a good 2 hours working
the pile-up. I understand that H4OMS was
also active at that time so sorry Bob. If
you had been down here you should have
heard the QRM!

Power Failure.

I was now getting used to being woken up
at 5 in the morning by the Muezzin but
Sunday morning all was silent. The fan in
the room was not working either. It soon
transpired that there was a power cut.
Reminiscences of last years trip to the Ile
de Sein when Phil and I had somehow
managed to blow the fuses in the house we
were stopping in! Had we succeeded in
doing it again? It turned out that the whole
of Sheila was without power apart from the
Hotel Peponi just down the street. We
could hear a generator gentling purring
away in the background. Nobody was sure
what had happened or when the power

GOAEV has established a 6m and 10m Web page at http://www.explore.force9.co.uk/6and10/
This page has been set up on behalf of the RSGB Propagation Studies Committee to extend its
activities to a wider community.
Here is a callbook for those looking for addresses from the Netherlands
http://www.veron.nl/veron/clbk.htm

A callbook for Croatia can be found at http://www.hrs.agram.com/callbook/
A callbook for Taiwan is located at http://www.cq.com.tw/bvcall/
For Poland check out http://155.158.11.51
For Finland one can be found at http://hes.iki.fi/oh/eng.shtml
Here is a callbook for the 7th district of the People's Democratic Republic of China
htto://www.osl.net/bg7rk/callbook.htm This one is written in Chinese, however you could print
the address and add China to the bottom of the address and it should work.
If you are looking for Hungary check out http://rgw-ha5ob.ampr.org/cbook.htm
For the 6th call area of Belarus check out http://www.qsl.net/eu6tv/callbook.html
The latest release (2.1d) of "LOGvrr", written by Roberto (IN3VRR), will be available free of
charge at http://www.alocomit/actis/hamradio/softwareflogvrd For further information please
contact Roberto at in3vrr@eclipse-net.it [TNX IN3VRR]
Bob Furzer, K4CY/9K2ZZ has written and is now distributing his Windows 95/98 logging
software. Bob's program ("Logger") is available by e-mail request from Bob at n6bfm@avana.net
or The Golist at golist@usa.net [TNX KIXN]
Doug Brandon, N6RT (dab@home.com ) announces a new powerful log search engine at
http://dx.qsl.net/logs - "Setting up a log search is now easy! Simply send in your log and we will
do the rest! In addition to providing a fast search engine, the search results page displays log
statistics and can also display QSL information, an email address, a web page address, and a
picture of the QSL card". Please visit www.qsl.net for details. [TNX N6RT]
A new version of DXTelnet (4.51) is available.
For more information, visit
http://www.asl.net/wd4ngb/telnet.htm Best (((73))) and good DX de Fabrizio (IK4VYX)
Sunspots — Bad News?
(from the Internet DX Reflector)

How can these Navy guys be so smart?? I have had a look at my ARRL Handbook, 1992 edition.
On page 22-5, in the Propagation chapter a graph is re-printed and attributed to the Naval Ocean
Systems Center propagation "prediction" made around 1985! For this time within Cycle 23, the
Navy chart shows a predicted (smoothed?) sunspot number of only 50 to 60 for all of 1999, and a
max of about 80 in early 2000!!!?? Today, the actual reported sunspot number is standing at 5I!!
See URL: http://solar.uleth.ca/solar/www/realtime.html Further, the implication of the Navy
statistical prediction is that Cycle 23 will be very low, perhaps the lowest SS and flux counts
since before 1940! Oh shucks, and as it drags along, I was hoping for a dramatic upturn! The
NOSC 1985 chart seems to show that even the next cycle, peaking around 2011 or so will also be
lower than any of the past to 1940; and the 2023 or so peak will be just a bit better, maybe the
about equal of 1969. Well, I hope their statistical projections are inaccurate, but sure seem on
track so far into Cycle 23! Anyone know how the Navy came up with their prediction?
73, Jim, KH7M, On the Garden Island of Kauai
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RSGB 1999 International HF & IOTA Convention
We have already made great progress with this year's Convention programme. My thanks to John, G3WKL, for
putting the programme together. Please note that this programme is subject to minor changes. A booking form is
enclosed with this Digest. To keep up to date look at our web pages as follows:
(htto://www.g3wkl.freeserve.co.ukkonv/pron.html . As Convention Chairman t will be very happy to answer any
Neville Cheadle G3NUG
queries.

Friday 8 October 1999
Registration from 1500
1830 IOTA Drinks Reception & Buffet

Saturday 9 October 1999
Main Conference Room
1015 - I230 IOTA
1330- 1430 C2ISX and C2IZM Pacific DXpedition, Roger Western, G3SXW, & Bob Henderson, G3ZEM
1445 - 1545 SD Masterclass: How to make SD work for you! Paul O'Kane, USD!
1600 - 1700 Winning CQ WW from West Africa, Roger Western, G3SXW, and the Voodoo Contest Group

Orchid Room
1015 - 1115 The LF scene in the US, One Year of AMRAD Experiments, Andre Kesteloot, N41CK
1130 - 1230 Linear Amplifiers, Peter Rodmell, G3ZRS, LinearAmp UK
1330. 1430 Solar eclipse '99 propagation experiment: initial findings Dr Ruth Bamford, Rutherford Appleton Labs.
1445 - 1545 The magic of 6 metres, Chris Deacon, G4IFX
1600 - 1700 RTTY & Data modes - opportunities and challenges for the HF operator, John Gould, G3WKL

Gardenia Room
1445 - 1545 LF Forum (73 and 136kHz bands), John Gould, G3WKL
1600 - 1630 Internet and the "Reverse Beacon". Stewart Bryant, G3YSX
1930 (for 2000) DX Dinner, with Master of Ceremonies Brendan O'Brien, GOUCT

Sunday 10 October 1999
Main Conference Room
0945 - 1045 DXCC, Bill Kennamer. K5FUV
1100 - 1200 ZL9C! - Campbell Island DXpedition, Declan Craig, El6FR, St Andrew Williamson GIONV/G/AC6WI
1330. 1430 GJ2D Antennas and Planning for Topband Contesting, David Gould, G3UEG, & Chris Duckling, G3SVL
1445 - 1545 Code breaking at Bletchky Park, Tony Sale, Bletchley Park Museum Director.
1600 Raffle

Orchid Room
0945 - 1045 Propagation: Theory and practice during 9MOC DXpedition. John Linford, G3WGV, & Steve Telenius-Lowe,
G4JVG
1100 - 1200 A practical guide to operating on 136kHz, Dave Pick, G3YXM
/230 - 1300 Young Amateur of the Year ( 1999) Presentation
1445 - 1545 HF Contest Forum
1345 - 1445 HF Contest Trophy Presentation
Gardenia Room
1100 - 1200 SWL Forum Bob Treacher BRS32525 & Mick Tom BRS3 1976

In addition to the above programme there will much to interest HF enthusiasts. After last year's success we are
again creating an "HF Village" that will include the following:

""-

RSGB LF Group (display plus GR4RS on 136kHz)
BARTG
6 Metre Group
- UK SWL Group
UKCWG (Cluster Sysops meeting on Sunday 10 October)
Raffle
QSL Board (Remember to bring one of your QSL cards
with you to display on this board)
Bar (Open all day from 12:00)

Yaesu UK Ltd
Martin Lynch and Sons Ltd
RSGB bookstall
Linear Amp UK
The CW Centre, G3TUX
Vine Antenna Products
GB4RS - WARC Bands demonstration station with
equipment loaned by Yaesu (UK) Ltd.
GB4RS - 136kHz demonstration station
DXCC checking
Morse tests
CDXC (Chiltern DX Club) - The UK DX Foundation
RSGB IOTA Committee with demonstrations of IOTAMEM
RSGB HF Contests Committee

temperature really hit me. Nairobi had
been very comfortable but this was a bit
different. The gear was gathered and taken
down to the jetty and loaded on the dhow
for the short journey across the Lamu
itself. Out on the water the temperature
was much cooler and we were shielded
from the sun by a tarpaulin.

house we started erecting the beam.
Whilst doing this we noticed that on two
sides of the house were power lines. This
looked a bit ominous and was to cause us
problems later. Getting the beam up was
definitely a four-man job as we had to push
it out over the side of the house and make
sure we kept it way from those power
cables.

Lamu at last!

Just as it was getting dark we pushed the
beam along with the 40m extension and
WARC band aerial up into the air. So at
least the hard bit had been done. We then
tucked into a hearty meal of lobster. It
seems that lobster, crab and fish were more
common than chicken and throughout our
stay on the island I don't think any of us
touched any meat. We were very lucky
that the cook Lucas was very good indeed
and turned out some excellent meals for us
during our stay. The fruit was out of this
world also. Plates of pineapple, mangoes,
papaw and bananas were supplied at all
meals.

When we landed at Shelia which is, in fact,

a small village on Lamu we were met by
one of the staff who looked after the house
we were going to stop at. There were
plenty of hands who were willing to take
all our gear up to Mnarani House.
As to be expected down this part of the
coast of Africa the architecture was mostly
of the Arabic style. Mnarani house was
typical of many in Sheila. Three stories
high and with two sides open to the
elements. Obviously designed to provide
as much draught as possible. There were
no windows as such with glass but
shutters. The area is predominately
Muslim and I think I am correct in saying
there at least five mosques in Shelia alone.
In fact Mnarani House was right next door
to a mosque with a lovely tall minaret
towering over us. This provided us with
our alarm clock because at 5 o'clock every
morning the Muezzin would call the
faithful to prayer. This was followed by
some cockerels who would carry on after
he had finished. This was always the time
to get Phil out of bed for his stint.

After the meal we let Phil have the honour
of making the first QSO. Once the rig was
switched on we realised we were going to
have problems with the power lines. The
noise on 20m was about S7. The noise
blanker helped to cut it down to about S5.
The first QSO was on 20m CW with
OK I ASK at 1910z. Phil was kept busy for
the next couple of hours. I had a quick
session on 20m SSB and the first CDXC
member in the log was Alan G3PMR
In the meantime we tried to get one of the
other stations going but it soon became
evident that even with the filters we were
going to have trouble with break-through.
Something we never quite managed to
clear though sometimes we could get away
with some combinations of bands.

One of nice things about Lamu Island is
the absence of cars. The streets are very
narrow and they use donkeys for all the
carrying. These donkeys seem to roam the
streets 24 hours a day and some of the
noises they create make you wonder what
is going on!

The Next Few Days.

The First QSO.

The following day we put up some wire

Once we had staked our claim to the
various beds and been shown around the

aerials in the hope we might be able to
improve on reducing the break-through but
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Apart from the Cushcraft A3S beam we
took along a 40m extension plus a WARC
bands trapped dipole, which was mounted
above the beam. Plenty of extra wire was
taken as we planned to do some 160/80m
operating, or so we thought!

unloaded and the said passengers' cases
removed. In the end I think there had been
a clerical error as I saw all the luggage
being loaded back on and we were soon on
our way.

GENERAL TOPICS
ZL9CI - DXpedition to Campbell Island
Lee Jennings ZL2AL

Flights to Kenya and Manda.
I fly quite a lot to Scotland via Air UK
KLM so thought I would stick with them
to fly to Nairobi plus I could add to my air
miles! Stansted Airport is only about 30
minutes drive for me which is far easier to
get to than Heathrow or Gatwick. My
flight was via Amsterdam.
Phil and John had arranged to fly out using
Sabena from Bristol. This meant that they
would arrive a day before our planned
departure for Lamu. I would arrive the
night before our planned departure.

I should admit at this stage I had never
been to Africa so I was a little bit excited,
even at my age! The sky was mostly clear
as we flew down over Sudan and it was
interesting to see many miles of sand and
rocky outcrops. We seemed to follow the
Nile for most of the trip.

When Monday arrived I was busy at work
thinking that Phil and John were well on
their way to Nairobi. When I got back in
the evening there was this frantic call from
Phil's son Mark saying they had been
delayed in leaving Bristol and had missed
their connection to Nairobi! Did I have the
phone number of either Ted or Rob who
were due to meet them at the airport?
Unfortunately I did not, an oversight, but I
said I could try and get an e-mail off which
I promptly did. Luckily they managed to
get an e-mail off from Brussels to warn
them that they would be arriving many
hours later than planned. They were able
to get an alternative flight down to Nairobi
via Zurich and Swissair.

The plane touched down some 20 or so
minutes early but it was now dark. A
quick spell of panic as I was stopped going
through customs. A few questions about
what I was doing and what was in my
baggage. They seemed happy enough with
my answers and let me through. It was
good to see the familiar faces of Phil and
John waiting outside. Rob was there as
was Jim 5Z4FM. Quick introductions and
an equally quick drive to the hotel
followed. A couple of beers and then to
bed for a good night's sleep.
We were collected the following morning
and driven down to Rob's office where we
picked up the linear and off to Wilson
Airport for the flight to Manda Island.
This flight took just over an hour and
finally we could see the islands
approaching. The plane pitched and rolled
a bit on landing and several kids on the
flight made good use of the sick bags!

The next day it was my turn. The flight to
Amsterdam was uneventful and no
problems were encountered in taking all
the radio gear through customs. I had
about an hour's wait before boarding the
plane down to Nairobi. There was small
hold up, as it appeared some luggage had
been loaded on the aircraft but the
passenger had failed to board the plane.
Therefore all the luggage had to be

On getting out at the little airport the
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"Never again" I said to Ken, ZL2HU as we
departed the yacht "Evohe" in 1996 after
the ZL8RI Kermadecs DXpedition. ZL8RI
was exhilarating but the voyage was very
difficult. Fortunately we both have short
memories. Within two weeks, I said to Ken
"We have to do Campbell". "I don't even
want to think about it for 3 months" he
replied". Three months later his reply to
the same question was "When?" We both
agreed on January 1999 as it is summer
holiday time in New Zealand. Campbell
Island is 1400 km and 52 degrees South
with a sub-Antarctic climate. Getting there
was going to be a problem. Getting a
permit was going to be difficult, as
Campbell Island is a nature reserve,
protected and administered by the New
Zealand Department of Conservation.

of night-time operations or don't activate it
at all. We made the decision in early 1997
that we had to go, in spite of the
restrictions as New Zealand has applied to
the UN to give Campbell Island "World
Heritage Park" status which could mean
even more restrictions in the future. The
DoC duly issued our Permit but the
overnight restrictions remained. The DoC
stipulated that we must take their
representative with us to supervise our
activities.
The Team

Compatibility of personalities and the
commitment of the individual team
members accounted for the success of the
operation. The key was always going to be
the "right" people. We wanted team
players who could also be responsible for
specific areas of the DXpedition.
Definitely no pessimists! The DX
community is a small one and it was not
that difficult to find eleven out of the
nearly 100 excellent applicants for a place
on the team. Ken Holdom ZL2HU was the
Leader and administrator, Lee Jennings
ZL2AL - Logistics planning of people and
equipment, James Brooks 9V1YC was the
Radio operations manager. Declan Craig
EI6FR and Andrew Williamson GIONWG
were in charge of the design and operation
of the antenna systems. Ken Holdom
ZL2HU and Murray Woodfield ZLICN
were in charge of the power distribution.
Junichi Tanaka JH4RHF - RTTY and 6
metres. Trey Garlough N5K0 and Wilbert
Knol ZL2BSJ - computer operations and
logs. Brian Biggings VE3XA - Safety and
Jason Christensen ZL2URN was the
Department of Conservation representative

Bureaucracy and all that
The first hurdle was obtaining a permit.
The Kermadec DX Association was well
known to the NZ Department of
Conservation (DoC). They had no problem
with us as a group as they knew that we
were only interested in Amateur Radio and
our track record in the Kermadecs was
impeccable. They had a written policy that
stated that because Campbell Island has a
rich abundance of flora and fauna, any
overnight tourist stay would impact on the
island's environment. If the DoC let us
"tourists" stay, a precedent would be set
and then they would have to allow other
groups to stay on Campbell Island. Ken
used every possible argument to persuade
the DoC to give us special dispensation.
Numerous letters were exchanged and at
the end of the day, it was take it or leave it.
Activate Campbell Island with some loss
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detailed every aspect of how the
DXpedition would progress from start to
finish. Lee wrote a set of objectives to
define the aims of the DXpedition. Some
of these objectives were:

which made the team of eleven. The
operators and leaders were firmed up by
October 1999.
Financing
It is a fact of life that modern DXpeditions
no longer run on shoestring budgets. Our
biggest problem was finding the perfect
ship. The "Braveheart" was excellent for
our purposes as we were able to live on
board for a month. The "Braveheart" is an
ex-Japanese research vessel of around
134ft long with a high bow for breaking
into heavy seas. It is capable of a 9000km
journey at a speed of just under 10 knots,
but it was expensive for a small
organisation such as ours. Each member of
the team was required to put "money on
the table" many months before we left to
cover part of the $90,000 budget. This
requirement sorted out the serious DXers.
The Kermadec DX Association relied
heavily upon many sponsors and many
donations from the individuals and DX
organisations around the world.

1. To arrive on Campbell Island and be
on the air with at least four stations
simultaneously within 36 daylight
hours of arrival and to maintain six
operational stations for the duration of
the DXpedition.
2. To achieve 60,000-plus QS0s - with at
least 30,000 on CW.
3. To operate 160 metres, the WARC
bands, 6 metres, and RTTY.
4. To complete the DXpedition safely
with no equipment failures, no
accidents, no major medical problems
and to satisfy all DoC and ARRL
DXCC requirements.
5. To have fun and all to return home
with a great sense of accomplishment
and camaraderie.

Objectives

Campbell Island

It was clear from the outset that this

Campbell Island is situated at 52 degrees
South, about 1400 km South of
Wellington. There are no regularly
scheduled ship or aircraft services to the
island. In fact, the original purpose of a
weather station was superseded by an
automated satellite weather service when
Campbell was abandoned a few years ago.
We were forced to take everything. Five
tonnes of gear, 23,000 watts of generated
power and enough antennas to put a signal
everywhere in the world so that ZL9CI
would be easy to work. Campbell Island is
a nature reserve. The flora and fauna are
protected, and for good reason. During the
middle 1800s, Campbell, McQuarrie,
Auckland, Heard and other islands in the
Southern Ocean had huge populations of
sea lions, elephant seals and whales. The
whalers and sealers of the past decimated
most of these species. It's a fact, that in

operation must not fail from lack of
management and organisation. Ken
ZL2HU, the DXpedition organiser was
very skilled in dealing with bureaucracy
and Lee ZL2AL, enjoyed the logistics and
planning. To be successful, we needed
quality leadership, an excellent operating
team and a committed group of support
"pilots" and helpers. We also needed
reliable radio gear, as many sunspots as
possible, generous financial support from
the international ham community, the
support of our long suffering HRWs (Ham
Radio Widows) and bit of old fashioned
good luck. Lastly, we needed a very
expensive ship, as the vessel must be
waiting there at Campbell Island during the
DXpedition according to our DoC permit.
Most of the planning was outlined in a
comprehensive operations manual which
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Lamu Island IOTA AF-040 DXpedition, 17/2/99 to 24/2/99.
By Jim Kellaway G3RTE (ikellawa@celinet.co.uk )

very useful when it came the logistic side
of things as he was able to supply an A3S
beam plus a support as well as plenty of
coax cable and a good old Heathkit SB200 linear amplifier.

Lamu Island!

When Phil G3SWH first mentioned a trip
to Lamu Island I had to ask, "where was
it?" Images of a snake and insect infested
place appeared in front of me. He soon
dispelled my fears when he said it was a
known holiday resort with several hotels.
Well, that was that. He had no problems in
twisting my arm now. It was just a
question of getting permission from home
to go. Well, of course, it was a snake and
insect infested place as far as Cheryl was
concerned until, shortly after all was
agreed, along came one of those holiday
programmes on TV which had a feature on
Lamu. As to be expected, they gave it a
glowing report what with its long sandy
beaches, blue sea and sunshine. I was not
allowed to forget this right up till the day
of departure. My saving grace being the
fact that several injections were needed
plus a supply of anti-malaria tablets. Both
my wife and daughter were not too keen
then!

Rob is nearly 100% SSB and I always find
myself having to do the SSB operating on
previous trips with Phil. So we now
wanted another operator for CW. Again
we had problems but I believe a chance
remark with John G3WGV was made by
Phil and we had operator number four.
Licences.

Getting a licence to operate in Kenya is a
long process. Bureaucracy is the name of
the game and it can take 6 months or more
before a licence is issued. Phil and I both
applied for ours back in January 1998. We
had to supply copies of passports and UK
licences. That was not all, we also had to
furnish proof from our local police force
that we had no criminal record!
However, with the help of Ted 5Z4NU and
Rob, we able to get the call 5Z4LI which
was to be used only for the duration of the

Lamu Island is one of several islands in the
Kenyan Coast Province North group and
for IOTA has been given the reference AF040. Roger G3KMA told us shortly before
our departure not to operate from Manda
island as it how now been deleted from the
list. Access to Lamu Island is normally by
plane from Nairobi to Manda Island
airport. Then a short boat trip across to
Lamu Island either by sailing dhow or
motorised dhow.

trip.
Equipment.
On our other IOTA trips we had always

stations
simultaneously. We had even been able to
operate on the same band. However, the
aerials had been spaced well apart. It was
planned we should be able to operate two
stations at the same time. However,
because it looked as if the aerials would be
much closer, we needed to borrow a set of
Dunestar filters and Rupert G4XRV loaned
us a couple of his own.
been able to operate two

Operators.
Phil and I both agreed that we could
probably do with a couple more operators.
It would be nice to have a 5Th on board if
possible. Phil was already in contact with
several of the Kenyan amateurs and after a
few false starts we managed to persuade
Rob 5Z4RL to join us. He turned out to be

We borrowed the IOTA FT-900. John took
his FT-847 and Phil his IC- 706. John also
supplied three computers for logging (with
Turbolog).
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It had to happen. And it did.
Don Miller sent his personal greetings to
the many people whom he still
remembered with fond memories. Two
decades had not left out a single character
of their callsigns. According to Don's letter
of thanks, "A little of the faith I had lost
has been restored now." So, the visit was
definitely worth the effort. Don Miller is
not forgotten.

to hear the signals of those DXers making
financial contributions to his DXpeditions
over those of some Honor Roll DXers. He
ran afoul of the ARRL Awards Committee
following an unauthorised landing on
Navassa Island. After a long disagreement
with ARRL officials, including a lawsuit
against the league, Don admitted he had
never landed on St. Peter and Paul Rocks,
and DXCC credit for that and some other
Miller operations was denied.

(During the 1960's, Don Miller operated
from many of the rarest DX locations
around the world. While everyone in the
DX community admired his enthusiasm
and operating skills, some of his practices
generated controversy. At times he seemed

In 1980 Don was convicted of conspiring
to murder his estranged wife, and is
currently serving a term of 25 years to life
in a California prison.)

Member Profile - Phil Weaver MBE, G4JMB, 9M6CT
Philip Weaver, born on the 13th February
1935, followed a seagoing career until 1974,
when he became an employee of the Hong
Kong Government Marine Department as
Marine Officer. Throughout his seagoing
career Philip was an avid SWL and it was only
when he retired from his part time job with the
Royal Hong Kong Auxiliary Air Force, as a
crewman and Helicopter Pilot, in 1979, that he
had the time to take up amateur radio seriously
and obtain his City and Guilds Radio Amateur
Examination and become licensed in 1979 as
VS6CT, Known throughout the amateur world
with his suffix of "China Town", he has
operated many DXpeditions, his first as
CR9CT in 1981 from Macao, since then the
call has changed to XX9CT and he operated
with that call on several occasions. Other DX
Calls which he has had are, S79HT,
KP2/VS6CT, and also operated from St Lucia
and Madeira Island.

also Internet and e-mail with the address of
Phil ip_Weaver ®Compuserve.com
Philip also operates from his other home in
Thailand as HSO/G4JMB. Other interests
include Sailing, Boating, Fishing, Movies,
Travelling and Science Fiction. Still single, he
enjoys travelling a lot and normally never
stays in one place more than two months at a
time. His recent travels have also included
several cruises on the QE2 where he operates
as G4JMB/MM and has now sailed over 8
months on the QE2 since his retirement in
February 1995.
Visitors to Philip's homes either in Kota
Kinabalu or Bangkok are welcome, although
operating from Thailand is not permitted from
his home, if you have a valid 9M6 call sign
you would be welcome to operate his station
in Sabah.
His telephone contact in Kota Kinabalu are
(60)-88-245428 or Hand Phone 016-8369320
All QSLs for Phil should go to P. 0. 7,
Bangkok, Thailand 10506

His duties during the last ten years before
retirement with the Hong Kong Government
were involved with Search and Rescue and he
was responsible for the establishment of the
Hong Kong Maritime Rescue Co-ordination
centre, in 1992, for which he was awarded the
MBE by Her Majesty the Queen.

(Phil is a regular visitor to the UK, and
usually finds time for a social gathering with
fellow CDXC members. He also provided
invaluable assistance in Kota Kinabalu during
the CDXC 9MOC expedition — ed.)

His main interests are HF operating SSB and
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one year alone, one whaling company
based in Australasia took 165,000 skins
and 56 tons of seal and whale oil. It is hard
to imagine how Perseverance Harbour,
named after the ship that discovered it,
looked a long time ago.
The ZL9CI Site was located at Tucker
Cove in Perseverance Harbour. The
harbour is about 1 km wide and 4 km long.
The weather can change from 8C and
pleasant sunshine to a howling gale with
70-knot winds and horizontal driving rain
within an hour. Rain falls on an average of
325 days of the year and winds of over 50
knots occur on over 100 days in the year. It
is cold, wet, windswept, wild and
strikingly beautiful. The rapid weather
changes are quite remarkable as we found
out on the third day there. The CW antenna
site was situated south of the "Technical"
building (the old meteorological office)
which became the shack and the SSB
antenna site was sited 100 metres north.
Each antenna field was separated by about

showing the effects of New Year's Eve.
The trip out the Wellington Harbour was
magnificent and dolphins joined us.
Obviously a good omen. Shipboard life
was settled into very quickly and you could
feel the excitement building within the
team. A 20m dipole was hoisted into the
rigging and dinnertime saw us cruising
East of the South Island working the
mainland local 2m repeaters in glorious
weather with six-foot swells. Brian,
VE3XA kept track of our progress on his
portable GPS. Jan 2 was antenna day.
Eight antennas were assembled on the rear
deck of the ship in excellent weather.
The Braveheart was stable with a gentle
pitch and roll. Seabirds, like miniature
fighter aircraft, did runs at the boat looking
for food in the ship's wash. A beautiful
sunset appeared on the horizon as we left
Stewart Island at the bottom of New
Zealand. We changed course and headed
SouthEast to begin the run for Campbell
Island. Immediately the ocean changed
with larger swells. The boat rolled and
pitched in protest. Great fun was had on
the air with the FT900 and dipole hung up
in the rigging. And then the weather began
to deteriorate. There was a cold snap in the
air. Waves grew larger and the boat was
being tossed around. 40-knot winds
howled across the rear deck and the wind
was blowing froth off the top of the waves.
It was quite uncomfortable. Most of the
team went into hibernation down below in
their bunks. Less rolling there. Few of the
team had lunch. Dinner was a non-event.
Days turned into nights and soon the
Captain confirmed that we would make
landfall at Campbell much earlier than
expected

200 metres.
Voyage to Campbell

Ken, ZL2HU, offered to host the whole
team in his Wellington home until we left.
Ken's wife Emily was extremely tolerant
and a wonderful hostess. Jan 29 saw the
first meeting of the full team and it was
obvious we had an extremely talented and
enthusiastic team. We then began loading
five tonnes of equipment on the Braveheart
and just finished as the crew of the ship
was frantically making last minute
preparations and loading provisions. We
had many local helpers and support people,
such as Ron ZL2Tf, Chris ZL2DX, Win
ZL2GI, Bob ZLIRS and others. The
following night saw many of the local
amateurs call in at Ken's home and wish
us well for the voyage South. We were
ready to leave on January I. Emily was
ready for us to leave also!

Arrival and Setup
On the evening of January 4, Campbell
Island appeared on the ship's radar. Soon it

loomed out of the mist. We arrived at
Perseverance Harbour around 9pm, having

Up early, some team members were
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arrived 24 hours earlier than planned. Sea
lions played around the boat while giant
Royal albatross cruised the cliffs above the
harbour. The complete team suddenly
appeared on the deck, having made a
miraculous recovery from their
seasickness. Congratulations all around
were followed by a meeting with Nigel and
the crew of the Braveheart. They would
help us get the equipment ashore at 4am.
Antennas were top priority. We could only
pray that the weather would hold.

20m Force 12 and Cushcraft 20m yagis,
both Cushcraft 15m 5e1 yagis and the two
Cushcraft 5e1 10m yagis were in place The
30m Gladiator vertical, 80m vertical and
Battlecreek Special 80m/160m were
installed the next morning. All equipment
was off loaded from the boat and the
generators were ready for operations. The
next day, starting at 4am, saw us setting up
the shack and running antenna tests. We
could actually hear amateurs around the
world talking about ZL9CI before we went
on the air. The whole ZL9CI site was ready
to go in 29 hours of set-up time. The
weather was perfect. Jan 7 saw frantic, last
minute preparations. The shack turned
into a battle zone with James, the five star
general in command, issuing orders,
answering questions and getting the last
minute checks completed. The first QSO
was completed with Don NIDG, one of
our two USA pilots. James called a team
meeting for 20 minutes and then said
"Have fun guys" It was all go.

They next day saw us up at 3.30am and on
to Campbell Island by 4am. A look around
and it was decided to set up the eight
complete stations at the old Meteorological
Office. Simultaneous CW and SSB
operation on the same band was a priority
and it was decided by Declan and Andrew
that two antenna sites would be developed.
The first antenna field for SSB was sited
north of the building and the CW antenna
site was developed south of the shack. The
separation was 200 metres. The sea lions
were incredibly inquisitive, very
aggressive and quite territorial. As we
landed they were around the wharf and
foreshore challenging us with large grunts
and aggressive behaviour. Later on in the
morning, as we were assembling the yagis
with the 15m and 20m monoband yagis on
the ground in pieces, two young male sea
lions approached and chased several team
members around a small shed. The sea
lions then reclaimed their territory, which
unfortunately was covered by two very
large yagis. Chaos reigned with sea lions,
guy wires, yagi elements, nuts and bolts,
hand tools, coaxial cables and guy ropes all
mixed up together. After much laughter
and a lot of running by the team members
the sea lions departed the antenna
assembly area. We stayed a safe distance
away as they left and worked the rest of the
day looking over our shoulders.

On the Air
What a blast! ZL9CI hit the air in style
with over 11,000 QS0s in the first 24
hours. We opened with six stations
operating on most bands to give everyone a
good chance of working us. We were given
a taste of how bad the weather can become
in an hour or so when a storm dropped the
temperature and hit the antenna system
with 70-knot gusts of wind late in the
afternoon. The bad weather resulted in
dangerous conditions to transfer the team
off the island to the Braveheart and we
were forced to stay ashore for the night
much to the joy of 160m and 80m
amateurs around the world. Trey N5KO,
Declan EI6FR and Andrew GIONWG were
very popular on low band CW. 160m was
brilliant all night with Trey racking up 180
QS0s. Everyone was extremely tired the
next morning, The pileups were
astonishing, with a solid wall of signals
from EU, NA or JA depending on where

After 14 hours of set-up time without a
break, both Nagara WARC antennas, the

24

the 1967 DXpedition that could be called
posh. Back in Mauritius I rejoined the
Edward Bear and a life of fish curries
resumed as Don plotted further
DXpeditions. We re-stepped the new mast
on the Dove and Lee continued his
circumnavigation into very considerable
fame. Don brought us charts and talked of
Heard Island, Nelson's Island, Iles
Glorieuses, and some reefs he wanted to
operate from. It appeared that that we
would be exploring the far corners of the

Indian Ocean. We prepared the boat for
another voyage, but that is a further story.
(Written May 1998)
References:
Slocum, Sailing Alone Around the World,
Chapter 17
Graham, A Teen-ager Sails the World
Alone, National Geographic Magazine,
October 1968
Graham, Dove

MEMORIES
(posted on the Internet by Dick W1KSZ)

some effort and searching to find Don and
to make the prison gates open for a first
amateur eyeball with him for the past
twenty years. There he was standing - an
idol of the entire DX community for
almost a decade. Don was physically in
great shape since he was exercising every
day. He was mentally sharp, working on
several specialised subjects related to his
medical profession. He was involved in
efforts to combat the drug problem — a
major problem in many prisons. Don
Miller was found thirsting for new life and
freedom. He was found searching for that
Samoa girl whom he had once planned to
marry. He was ready to re-establish his
contest records and set up a contest site on
Fiji, the island he had fallen in love with.
But many years will still need to pass - and
that massive 5-inch gate is very demanding
until it finally opens up for him. God bless
Don Miller.

Received this the other day, brought back
memories ....
73, Dick, WIKSZ

Has the world forgotten its idols - the
people who provided a full scale of
entertainment to radio rooms across the
world? In spite of certain controversial
issues involved, Don Miller W9WNV
devoted more to the art of serious
DXpeditioning than anyone else in those
early years. DXers have always inspired
controversy and so did Dr. Miller. Don is
now in his fifties but, as a result of many
unfortunate events following his
DXpeditions, he has spent the last eight
years in a California prison. Furthermore,
he has been isolated from amateur radio
for the past twenty years in the aftermath
of his dispute with the ARRL, a dispute
that was settled in a manner satisfactory to
both parties. At the good age of 52, Don is
missing his freedom but maybe even more
his 15-year-old son who was everything to
him after he quit amateur radio. These
twenty years have not wiped out Don's
extraordinary code proficiency. He
mastered code better than anyone else in
the history of CW operating. "It's still
banging in my mind -even better, purring
like a cat, itching at night," he said. It took

The visiting time ran out when two DX
types got down to discussing their
DXploits - past, present, and future. The
California Sun was shining brightly to set
the scene for this historic meeting. Tears
were running down the cheek when the
session had to end. Don Miller was
revisited and greeted by his fellow DXers.
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of achieving his objective of reaching
Rodrigues before the German operator on
the catamaran World Cat, due from the
direction of Australia. However, Don's
politicking with the local authorities made
sure that no amateur licence would be
waiting when World Cat reached
Rodrigues.
We knew that Edward Bear wouldn't be
able to beat against the trades to carry the
DXpedition to Rodrigues. Fortunately, the
supply ship nth Mauritius would soon be
due to make one of its regular trips to the
island, so the DXpedition reserved berths
for Don and myself. Steve, VQ8CC, came
along to help with operation and Lee
Graham (whose mast wouldn't arrive for a
couple of weeks) got himself aboard also.
The extensive reef at Rodrigues meant that
the ship anchored well off Port Mathurin,
and our gear was lightered off to form a
big pile on the dockside. As well as the
DXpedition's Collins S-lines and KWM-2,
Steve brought along his Drake R-4A & T4X. Our DXpedition was now travelling in
considerable style, for we were to be
accommodated in the bachelor quarter at
the Cable & Wireless Mount Venus
station. This was a wonderful early 1900s
prefabricated cast-iron structure built in
Britain for the days of the Raj. Each of us
had our own room, and we dined with
crockery and cutlery embossed with the
C&W crest cooked by mess servants.
We set up the station on a cool balcony.
Antennas were no problem, for C&W had
thoughtfully made available lattice towers
all ready for the TH-3 and our dipoles. The
antennas had a really good take-off over
the harbour to the Northwest. Because we
had brought along a drum of extra diesel
fuel, C&W generators were able to run all
night. However, we were constrained for
time as the ship would remain in port for
only a few days.
Operation soon got underway, using

callsigns VQ8CBR on 80, 40 & 15m;
VQ8CCR on 160 & 20m; and VQ8CHR
on 10m Highlight of the operation was a
160m QSO with W2RAA; unfortunately
our 160m sked with W 1 BB was not
successful.
Don worked non-stop into the night from
the first day. While he was on the beam,
Steve would be on the dipole. As I was the
least experienced DXer, I was relegated to
10m or the less open times. Don had rules
about not contacting certain individuals,
which dated back to past differences.
When I was using Don's VQ8CBR call I
was supposed to remember the offending
call signs and to just pick someone else
when they tailended in. It was very
intoxicating to have a pile up trying to
contact me and in my enthusiasm I would
forget the list. As the forbidden call sign
was tuned in, Don who by then had
dropped into sleep on a bed a few steps
away would suddenly awaken and leap at
the rig killing the QSO. Even in his sleep
his unconscious remained in control.
When the bands closed we toured the
island with a Jesuit priest who had his own
rock band and an inspirational British
agriculture officer who was attempting to
re-establish self sustaining food supplies.
The majority of the people were Creoles,
the descendants of slaves freed when
Britain took the Mascarene Islands from
France. Rodrigues had been a British base
for the assault on Mauritius in the
Napoleonic wars. The slaves of that time
adopted many British characteristics which
continued down to the present day.
Interesting to me was the straw hats they
wore which were copies of early 19th
century sailor caps. Also their boats were
copies of extinct Royal Navy long boats.
All too soon the ship sounded her warning
horn, as we packed up the gear. Lee
Graham rejoined us after making many
new friends and we finished the only leg of
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the antennas were pointed.
The high QSO rate produced plenty of
tired grins and high fives when the logs
were merged the next morning. Each day,
the logs were compressed, sent by a
PACTOR 2 link, (equipment provided by
SCS of Germany) to 71 ,DX in New
Zealand who forwarded them on for access
on the QSL log server. It is probably the
first time that logs have been transferred by
PACTOR from a DXpedition. Individual
CW team members were working over 200
per hour on a regular basis. We put up a
second 80m vertical so that we could run
40m, 80m and 160m at the same time. The
CW set-up hummed! Walking into the
shack and looking at the CT screens hour
by hour was amazing. The totals grew
alarmingly, sometimes reaching over 6000
per day. At this time, after DA days
operations we had over 20,000 QSOs in
the log.
One objective of this DXpedition was to
give everyone, in every country that
elusive "new one" The 100w trap vertical
stations seemed to be able to work us as
easily as the big guns. Europe was a
priority for the DXpedition and we were
able to lay down a good signal into EU
most nights. The pileups were very, very
well behaved with plenty of patience and
goodwill flowing both ways. Internet
feedback from the Pilots showed we were
right on the money with EU.
Jan 13 was an excellent day. We hit 43,000
QSOs and 6,500 for the 24-hour period.
We could feel the pileups getting larger
instead of diminishing. The WARC bands
were huge with amateurs wanting a new
one. And then on Jan 14 at 4.30am
somebody switched off the bands. The
Aurora Australis, or sunspots, or Murphy
hit us. It didn't really matter what it was.
The bands were dead for about 12 hours.
Nothing. Not even the broadcast stations
were heard. Total wipe-out. It was a much-

needed rest for the ops.
40m SSB was activated and James ran
extreme totals. 40m and 80m CW and SSB
featured more in our schedule as we
moved closer to our shut down planned for
January 24. Our 6m beacon was heard in
VK and the first 6m QSO took place with
VK2DN. The beacon operated continually
every day listening for answers on
50.110MHz. Jun worked many JAs and
became an instant celebrity in Japan. The
six-metre beacon was monitored every day
for replies. We worked ZL, VK and JA.
But we were never able to work the USA
on that band. 30m was an outstanding CW
band, yielding thousands of QSOs from
early morning until we closed down. We
purposely left the lower bands until late in
the DXpedition. Unfortunately, with the
exception of the first night when we were
forced to stay over, the opportunity of all
night LF operation never happened again.
At the end of the day, back on the
Braveheart just after midnight, the
conversation was "What's happening?"
and "How was 15m tonight?" and "Did
you hear that amazing pileup on 40m?"
"Who's going to fill the generators in the
morning? The banter lasted about an hour
and then the guys slowly disappeared down
below for sleep. The computer operations
room was in the bow next to the anchor
locker where we had a PACTOR terminal
driving a small transceiver into a 40m
dipole up in the rigging. Another laptop
was used for writing E-mails. Sleep only
lasted five or six hours until one of the
ship's crew woke up the morning shift for
breakfast. Breakfast was usually quiet.
Most of the team needed another ten hours
sleep. But the pileups were just a fast
Zodiac trip away in the dark to the island.
We always knew what was in store for us.
On January 21 we passed the 81,000 mark
with a four days left. By this time a
numbing tiredness had overtaken most of
the team members. You could tell that they
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propagation
possibilities
for
the
DXpedition. ZL2TT, ZL2GI and other
local NZ amateurs gave support. The help
from these dedicated and professional
amateurs was incredible.

had had enough. It was a bit like working
the CQWW for weeks on end!
Totals and all that
From time to time, it was suggested that
we should "go for the record" by well
meaning amateurs around the world That
meant concentrating on the record totals of
the VKOIR DXpedition. The team
discussed "That Record" about half way
through the DXpedition. The overwhelming opinion of all the team was to
carry on as we were, allowing as many
amateurs as possible to work us on as
many bands and modes as possible. If we
passed the VKOIR record, it was a bonus.
The real objective of ZL9CI was to have
fun doing what we were doing and to help
as many as possible to obtain a "new one"
We all agreed and never wavered from that
objective. We received several messages of
congratulations from the VKOIR team as
we left the island. At the end, as we closed
down, I was personally pleased that we
didn't surpass the 100,000 QSO mark. I
am glad we left the carrot dangling there
for another team sometime in the near
future. It will surely happen!

Midway into the operation, the team was
informed by the ARRL that we were the
recipients of the Colvin Award grant for
1999. The team was extremely pleased at
receiving this award as we were carrying
on DXpeditioning in the tradition of Lloyd
and Iris Colvin who gave so much to the
amateur community in the many years they
travelled the world giving out "new ones"
Our heartfelt thanks to the ARRL and the
members of the amateur community for
supporting this DXpedition.
Return Home
Suddenly it was all over on January 24.
The end was swift and a bit sad, as it is
with all DXpeditions. The ZL9CI team had
achieved all of its objectives. Our New
Zealand Pilot Chris ZL2DX on 20m had
the pleasure of the last QSO. We were
worried about the weather as the barometer
had been dropping for 30 hours and very
bad weather was on its way. There were
some anxious moments lowering the big
yagis in the strong wind gusts that hit in
the morning but that's all part of the fun. It
took just 9 hours to dismantle the antenna
system, eight stations and ancillary gear
and get it back on board the Braveheart.
Perhaps it was a measure of how much we
wanted to get home. Lee sent the last Press
release from Campbell Island a few hours
before we left. The final logs containing
96,004 QSOs were uploaded to the log
server as we sailed out of Perseverance
Harbour with a magnificent rain cloud
sunset off the stern of the Braveheart.

Support
Lyndon Nerenberg VE7TCP set up KDA,
a private reflector - bulletin board on the
Internet for us. It is doubtful that we could
have arranged all the details and solved the
problems without it. We are deeply
indebted to Lyndon. KDA has run for
nearly two years. We must also pay tribute
to our Webmaster and pilot Don, NIDG,
and our other pilots Ron Lago AA7DX,
Rob Cummings G1OKOW and Joe Aoki
JJ3PRT. Special thanks must go to Chris
Hannagan ZL2DX who was the other end
of the PACTOR link in New Zealand.
Chris downloaded all our logs and
forwarded all our e-mail traffic to friends
and family and kept us in touch with
reality. Bob Sutton MARS built our 40m
Four Square array and researched the

Statistics
Eleven operators from seven countries, six
active stations operating 18 hours per day.
Over 52,000 CW QSOs and over 41,000
SSB QSOs. EU accounted for nearly 1/3 of
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There has not been a lot of CW operated
from the Falklands. I made an effort to
operate as much CW as possible and made
over 3800 (38%) CW contacts. I wanted
to work more 30, 40 and 80m CW, but I
had to sleep sometime.

to Dave NO4J and the North Florida DX
Association for hosting the logs online.
Dave did an excellent job of posting the
logs promptly after I sent them. They are
available at
http://no4j.com/nfdxa/logs/vp8crb.htm and
http://no4j.com/nfdxa/logs/vp8tty.htm
Dave welcomes DXpeditions who want to
host their logs. Send him an Email and he
will be glad to help you.

Sidelines
I did manage to take some time away from
operating to visit with old friends and tour
East Falkland Island. Bob took me to
spend half a day at a farm owned by
friends where we also got in some fishing.
We took another day to go to Goose Green
and San Carlos at the west end of the
island. We also visited the Argentine and
British cemeteries and memorials.

Finally, this trip would not have been a
success without the tremendous support of
Bob VP8BFH and Mario VP8ALJ. They
went above and beyond in their support
and hospitality. I also want to thank Al
K3VN and my XYL, Joyce WA4OMS,
who helped me with the planning and
logistics for this trip. Several have asked
about the future. Bob and I had several
discussions about South Georgia. We
would both like to go back there in the
future and we are starting to look at
options.

It was a great trip. I received many
positive comments back from hams that I
contacted. One ham in Australia sent me
an email saying my signal was the loudest
he had ever heard from the Falklands in
fifty years of operation. I am very grateful

Don Miller and Rodrigues Island
(In the light of the recent of 3B9R expedition, Steve Gibbs GU3MBS drew our attention to
Larry Page's account of a trip to Rodrigues 32 years ago. It's posted in K2CD's excellent
There's a lot of
W9WNV webspace at http:/hnembers..wom.cont/ X00M/dxlandiva8cbr.html
other good stuff at the same Website, including photos, maps, etc. Well worth a look! The
account follows "With Don Miller VQ8CBB at St Brandon, 1967" which can also be found at
the same Website).

With Don Miller VQ8CBR
at Rodrigues, 1967
Larry Page, ex- WB2DHF, VQ8CH, VQ8CHR
dismasting 18 hours after leaving CocosKeeling. He had cut the broken mast free,
rigged the boom as a mast, and sailed 2300
miles to Mauritius on one of the all-time
great yachting passages. He was going to
need help from his National Geographic
sponsor, and communications back home
from friendly hams in Mauritius and
California.

On arrival back in Port Louis, Mauritius,
from the St Brandon trip the Edward Bear
took up its previous berth in Taylor Smith's
dock used by two famous round-the-world
yachtsmen. Firstly, in September 1897,
Captain Joshua Slocum aboard Spray had
received assistance during the first-ever
solo round-the-world voyage. Secondly,
and just before our return, 18-year-old
Robin Lee Graham had arrived in the 24ft
sloop Dove under jury rig following

Meanwhile, Don Miller could not be sure
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Miami, FL south to Santiago, Chile, then
to Punta Arenas at the southern tip of Chile
and finally east to the Falkland Islands.
Lan Chile was very forgiving with my 200
pounds of luggage, and I felt the excess
baggage fee they charged was very fair. 1
left Miami on December 25th and arrived
at the Mount Pleasant RAF Airfield the
next day. I took a complete station with
me. It consisted of an Icom IC-706,
switching power supply, KAM Plus, AL80A amp and MFJ tuner. Antennas
consisted of a Radio Works Super Loop,
which is an 80 meter loop and a bi-square
on 40 meters, delta loops and dipoles for
other bands. I also took lots of coax and
miscellaneous cables, connectors, parts,
tools, etc. There is no Radio Shack in
Stanley, but Mario sure has a great supply
of "stuff."

pattern outperformed the super loop
slightly on that band. The third week the
solar flux dropped causing hours of dead
bands during the day so I shifted operation
to the lower bands. I was able to get good
20m runs going to Asia after my sunrise
and their sunset and to the states in the
evening. I set a goal of making at least
10,000 QSOs during my trip. I met that
goal with an extra hundred added on for
good measure.
We operated RTTY during and after the
ARRL RTTY Roundup. I lost two hours
during a run of JAs when the antenna
broke during a gale. I got it repaired and
was barely able to get it back up in the
high wind. Bob helped operate during the
contest and we used his special VP8TTY
call. We made a total of 575 RTTY
contacts. Bob now has his station back
together and plans to operate more RTTY.
Tim VP8CKN has also been active on
RTTY, so they should continue to satisfy
the need for this mode from the Falklands.

Bob Valler lives in a cosy house in Stanley
that is over 100 years old. Our plan was
for me to use his station that had a Yaesu
FT-1000 and multiband Cobwebb antenna,
as well as to operate from the station on
the hill. After dinner Saturday I did make
a few contacts from his house. Sunday we
installed the Super Loop at 140 feet and
below it suspended a 17m delta loop at
about 90 feet. We got the station set up in
the portable cabin and I was able to make a
few contacts on Sunday. By Monday the
logistical problems of trying to stay at
Bob's and operate over one mile away on
the hill as well as at his house became
apparent, and I decided to sleep in the
cabin and operate full-time from there.

Topband was definitely the most difficult
to operate. Performance of the full quarter
wave vertical on 160m was disappointing,
even after installing five elevated radials.
So just prior to the second weekend of
operation we took it down and replaced it
with a 160m delta loop which Mario built.
It was 550 feet of wire with the top at 145
feet and vertically polarised. Using the
tuner I was able to load this on all the other
bands. The following day we put up a
Beverage antenna which helped reception.
Of the 140 topband QSOs there were two
from Africa, a handful from SA and the
rest were balanced between EU and NA.

Propagation for the first week and into the
second week was good. I could count on
17m being open to Japan after my sunrise
at about 0500Z. This would be followed
by openings to Europe on 15m and 12m.
Later in the day I would find openings on
17 through 10m to the states. The super
loop used with the MFJ tuner performed
well on all bands 80 through 10m. The
17m delta loop fed for a vertical low angle

I had a goal to provide a significant
number of new WARC band contacts.
Over 4600 contacts or 46% were made on
17 and 12m. The 17m contacts were pretty
well distributed, but the 12m openings
definitely favoured Europe, which
accounted for three-fourths of them.
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the totals, which fulfilled one of our
objectives. We were surprised by the
activity on 30m, netting just under 9000
QS05, 10% of the total. 20m was the
"King" band, followed by 15m. 10m and
12m never really "fired" for long runs as
we expected them to. 95 QSOs were made
on 6m. We hoped for more but radio
propagation still remains a rocket science!

VL1000 Solid state Amplifier is an
amazing piece of gear and points the way
to the future of solid state amplifiers. Other
than a generator failure and a dose of
"computer virus" we had luck on our side.
Luck favours the prepared and
DXpeditions are all about redundancy. It
was a joy to have seven stations operating
at the end with the option of putting
another on the air if needed.

Equipment

Acknowledgements

Some of the equipment was loaned to the
DXpedition by team members. The rest
came from major and minor sponsors. The
Yaesu radios operated flawlessly and were
a delight to use in the pileups. We used 3 x
FTIOOOMPs, I x FT1000, 2 x FT920s, 1 x
ET990, 2 x FT900s and an FT655. The
Cushcraft Corporation donated several of
their new 5 el XM series antennas with
dual driven elements for wide bandwidth.
Great antennas! Force 12 gave us a 3e1
20m yagi which gave us a pipeline into
wherever we had it pointed and the Nagara
12m/17m WARC band antennas
performed very well. The Gladiator 30m
vertical was excellent. The Commander
Amplifiers are workhorses and performed
perfectly without failure. The new Yaesu

We are deeply indebted to the international
amateur community and our commercial
sponsors, and would like to say thanks to
these organizations for their fantastic
support. Without their extremely help,
ZL9CI would not have happened. The
wonderful e-mails inspired us to give as
many amateurs as possible a chance to
work Campbell Island. DXpeditions are
like sky rockets. A lot of preparation
precedes the launch. There is great
anticipation as to what will happen when it
explodes. It is a spectacularly beautiful
thing when it does, but only briefly, and
then it's all over, ready for the next one.
And so it was with the ZL9CI DXpedition

Statistics
UR QSOs:

CW

160

80

40

30

20

17
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DXing from the Falkland Islands
Jan Heise K4QD (VP8CRB)

RTTY - ALL UK STATIONS WERE WORKED ON 20M
15
G
3
GI
GM
1
GW
2
TOTAL 21

The Falkland Islands

The Falkland Islands are located in the
South Atlantic Ocean about 400 miles east
of the South American mainland and 1000
miles north of Antarctica. There are two
main islands (East and West Falkland) and
700 smaller islands with a total landmass
of about 4,700 square miles. That is
slightly smaller than the size of the state of
Connecticut, but much more spread out.
The islands are a Department Territory of
the United Kingdom with a governor who
presides over the islands and who resides
in Stanley.
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One in every 46 QSOs was with a UK station.
Overall Stets - ZL9CI
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Video (from Declan El6FR)

The video of the ZL9CI DXpedition has now been prepared by James Brooks 9VIVC, it
features stereo sound and is of very high quality. I will be taking an initial delivery of the
videotapes early next week for distribution in Europe. If anybody in Chiltem or UK/EU
would like to pre-book a copy they can do so my emailing me at westnet@iol.ie or writing to
my callbook address. The cost of the tape will be US$35 inclusive of post and packaging (or
Stg equiv.).

With a population of about 1800, Stanley
is the smallest and most remote capital city
in the world. The town, which resembles a
small English village, is built on a slope
that faces north so that it can capture the
sun throughout the year. It overlooks
Stanley Harbour and Port Stanley that are
rich in naval history.
There are about two to three hundred
people who reside in the Falklands outside
Stanley. Most of them reside on farms that
consist of thousands of acres. This area
called "The Camp" can be compared to the
ranch land of western USA, and it is used
primarily to raise sheep. There are over
750,000 sheep on the Falkland Islands with
wool being a primary source of income for
the islands. Fishing in the islands is also a
major source of income.
The Falkland Islands are about the same
latitude south as London is north, but the
climate is much harsher. The climate is
greatly influenced by the cold surface
current from the Antarctic, which is much
colder than the North polar cap. High
winds are prevalent and I often
experienced high gale force winds on the
hill overlooking Stanley where I was
operating. Snow has been recorded during

almost every month of the year, and we
experienced a sleeting rain the day I
departed. However, I also enjoyed about
nineteen hours of sunlight per day as well
as several pleasant days while I was down
there.
Background

From the ham radio standpoint the
Falkland Islands were not one of the really
rare locations, but they were in the top 100
most wanted in many parts of the World.
There has been almost no WARC band or
CW operation from there and there was a
very high demand on I 60m. I decided to
go to the Falklands last summer when Bob
Valler VP8BFH visited Al Hernandez
K3VN and me in Florida. Bob had gone
with us to South Georgia in 1995 and we
had kept in touch ever since. Bob invited
Al and me to visit him and operate from
the Falklands, but Al was already
committed to the ZL9CI operation. So, I
decided to go down for three weeks and
operate on my own.
My original plan was to operate from Bob's
house and station; however, I wanted to
operate 160m and asked Bob to investigate
using the towers from the old Loran site on
the hill overlooking Stanley. As it turned
out, Mario Zuciv VP8ALJ had purchased
the two 150 foot towers and offered to let
me use them. The two towers are 265 feet
apart and Mario had a pulley at the top of
each one with a rope between them. This
allowed antennas to be raised and lowered,
and before I arrived Mario put up a 135foot vertical for 160m. We needed a
shelter at the site, so Bob rented a portable
building and had it moved to the site for
the three weeks I would be there.
The Operation

The trip down involved flying from

Finally, on hearing that a trough of low
pressure of (963 millibars) was on its way,
we took the decision to dismantle
everything 48 hours before the planned
date, knowing that for the most part we
had contacted those people whom we had
really tried to reach.

of this expedition:
ICOM FRANCE for the loan of a FT756
and a PW 1 amplifier;
GES LYON for the loan of two FT920s
and some small items of equipment;
ZX YAGI ANTENNA for the threeelement 20m monoband antenna;

The counter showed 32,000 QSOs for
14,000 different call signs: 45% were from
Europe, 32% from North America, 17%
from Asia and 6% from the rest of the
world.

OCEAN DX GROUP for the 2x3-element
12 and 17m antennas;
TITANEX for the 40/80/160M vertical
antenna;

The only damage to equipment was a
burnt-out power supply cable.

DUNESTAR for the loan of band filters;
CTA for the masts;

On 25 December we left Amsterdam
Island for La Reunion, where we arrived
on the morning of 30 December. FR5DL
met us at the harbour and took us to the
airport. On 31 December we arrived at
Lyon Satolas, where our families and
friends were waiting to celebrate the New
Year with us.

FUNK for the QSL cards;
F5NZO for the WF I B (RTTY) software;
F I NGP for the 6M antenna;
F8IJV for the portable computers;
FIEQF and FT5Z1 for assistance and for
the radio station on Amsterdam Island;

The return to civilisation was quite a
shockum

F5PXT, chair of F6KDF and F5NOD,
chair of LDXG;

Thanks to donors, sponsors and
various OMs

All the FRs who welcomed us in La
Reunion;

We should like to thank the following
associations and firms which made this
expedition financially possible:

All the people at the base and those who
helped towards our stay on the island,
including Ms MATHIAS, Secretary to Mr
QUEYRANNE at the Ministry for
Overseas Departments and Territories.

LYON DX GANG, F6KDF, NCDXF,
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE,
CLIPPERTON (CDXC), INDEXA,
RSGB, GDXF, CHILTERN (CDXC),
GMDX, URE, NORTH OHIO, LYNX,
ADXA, DANISH DX GROUP, THE
MUNICIPALITY OF BRON.

We would also like to thank all the OMs
who contributed to the smooth running of
this expedition.
The expedition was dedicated to the
following deceased OMs, FY5AN
Christian, PY2PE Eva, F8RU Ted and
F5JUJ Jean Francois (member of LDXG).
They are the first four in FT5ZH's log.

We also wish to thank the people who
made individual donations.
Thanks are also due to the following OMs,
associations or firms for the loan or gift of
equipment or for the time they so
generously gave up to ensure the success
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FT5ZH
Medhi ESCOFFIER F5PFP/FT5ZH.
The French Southern and Antarctic
Lands: administration

Since 1949, when the first missions were
established, apart from the arrangements
for licensed fishing quotas, philately has
been the main area of communication and
profit for the territory's administration.

The overseas territory of the French
Southern and Antarctic Lands, more
commonly referred to as TAAF (Terres
Australes et Antarctiques Francaises), is
the authority responsible for administering
the four districts made up of the Crozet
Islands, the Kerguelen Islands, St. Paul and
Amsterdam islands and Adelie Coast.
This is by far the least well known of the
overseas territories, on account of its
isolation, the absence of native peoples and
hostile climatic conditions that make
access difficult. Often described as islands
of gales and desolation, they really are the
end of the world, where the elements are
unleashed and adventure is guaranteed;
however, they are also unique and intact
ecosystems.

FT5ZH

by
the Lye,.
DX

/ Gab y

'Ham •epostities

The tens of thousands of envelopes
stamped annually by each district and sent
to collectors all over the world justify the
employment of a postal manager for each
base. Representing a profit of 8-10 million
francs each year, the philatelic mail is
traditionally transported by helicopter as
priority first-class mail, taking precedence
over the mail of winter visitors, mission
personnel or even supplies of all kinds on
each trip.

Besides these natural aspects, new
challenges are emerging for France. The
first is the assertion of French sovereignty
over the fishing zone, whose surface area
is three times larger than that of France, so
as to avert the pillaging of increasingly
sought-after under-water resources: the
unauthorised vessels which fish illegally in
these waters threaten the survival of
species.

More
than
ever,
the
territory's
administration is trying to ensure that this
activity remains attractive by giving
careful thought to the price of the
collections (280F for about 15 stamps in
1998), the diversity and originality of the
themes chosen, and the artistic quality of
the graphics.

No fewer than 14 offending vessels were
inspected during 1998.
The presence of the French space agency,
to help monitor and control certain
satellites, is a further element.
Finally, a more recent development is the
setting up of programmes, following the
nuclear test ban treaty, to detect any
nuclear tests which might be carried out.
This is done by means of three observation
stations which use hydroacoustic and
radionucleide detection procedures.

St.
Paul
and
Amsterdam,
surrounded by emptiness...

Lying on a latitude of 37°, at least 3,000
km from any continent and 1,500 km from
the nearest island, the district of St. Paul
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and Amsterdam is one of the most isolated
archipelagos on the planet.
St. Paul, the more southerly of the islands,
is not inhabited but this strip of rock,
approximately 3km by 1km, is regularly
visited by a few scientists from Amsterdam
Island.
The current ecological rehabilitation
programme on St. Paul aims to eradicate
the rodents introduced by man in the 19th
century, which have threatened the nesting
sites of albatrosses and petrels.
As I write these lines, a 4-person group is
ensuring the total elimination of these
predators.
New Amsterdam is situated 80 km further
north: the Martin de Vivies base is situated
on its north coast, and is the only human
habitation. Almost circular in shape, the
island is no more than 9 km by 6 km wide,
with a now extinct volcano rising to 800
metres above the waves.
Amsterdam has numerous unique features:
its 40,000 sea lions form one of the
world's biggest colonies, and the
submarine depths are brimming with
crayfish and various much sought-after
species.
Of all meteorological stations, Amsterdam
provides the purest air and rainwater
measurements and analyses.
A district head leads the mission and
soldiers posted to the territory are assigned
to the technical services. They provide
radio links and maintain the electric power
station and other infrastructure.
A doctor trained in surgery is available to
deal with medical emergencies.
The supplies office employs a cook. Three
meteorologists run the Mete° France
station and five scientists carry out
seismographic recordings and observe the
earth's magnetism and the composition of
the upper layers of the atmosphere.

Unlike Crozet and Kerguelen, the
archipelago has a relatively mild climate
(5-25°), but precipitation may be high and
the wind violent.

The Marion Dufresne, St. Bernard of
the Roaring Forties
Sea links remain the only connection with
the rest of the world for both Adelie Coast
and the Southern Lands.
The Astrolabe, based in Hobart, Tasmania,
provides a boat service to Dumont
Durville, and the Marion Dufresne serves
Crozet, Kerguelen and Amsterdam. This
110-metre long vessel has a helicopter pad
and can accommodate about 100
passengers and 30 crew members. It
performs several functions. In terms of
logistics, it supplies the food and
equipment necessary for the bases'
operations. It also transports their
personnel.
In close co-operation with the French navy,
it has also been given the task of providing
information on, and identifying, any
unauthorised vessels it might come across.
In addition to this, it is involved in
oceanographic campaigns.
Several on-ship laboratories for submarine
biology are capable of analysing samples
taken at sea.
Finally, a medical unit equipped with an
operating theatre is available for any
eventuality.
During our trip there were three instances
of medical assistance: on Crozet, a Russian
sailor whose hand had been crushed by a
piece of fishing equipment on his boat was
operated on; a South African sailor
narrowly escaped intestinal occlusion,
thanks to an operation on Kerguelen; and
an Australian yachtsman who had suffered
a dislocated shoulder in the stormy waters
near the Roaring Forties was rescued and
treated on Amsterdam island.

composed of a Yaesu FT920 transceiver
with an HL2k amplifier and the other of an
ICOM IC756 transceiver and an ICOM
PW 1 amplifier).

FT5ZH's 59
Our own journey began at Lyon Satolas
airport where we boarded a night flight to
St Denis de la Reunion: there, we were
warmly welcomed by FR5I13 and his wife
FR I IC.

With Eric's agreement (F3SIH), it was
decided to maintain non-stop traffic on
15/20/40 metres, so as to give priority to
"all time new ones" rather than the "band
points", whatever criticism this might
prompt.

In mid-afternoon on 11 November, the
Marion Dufresne set sail for the far south.
The sea was rough but not exceptionally so
(waves reach about 10 metres in the
Roaring Forties).

Thus, the WARC beam (17/12) was
erected after only 10 days, while the 30m
band was covered by means of the
TITANEX antenna.

The days of 15 and 16 November were
spent on Crozet and 20 to 22 November on
Kerguelen.

We never slept for more than 3-5 hours per
24-hour period, except for one full night
for recuperation every 6 to 7 days.

Finally, on the morning of 25 November,
after three years of preparation, we were
taken by helicopter to Amsterdam Island.
That evening, a station was operating with
a triband beam antenna (10/15/20), and the
following mornings were spent mounting
the 10m monoband antenna, the 20m
monoband ZX antenna and the TITANEX
(160/80/40) antenna: this was achieved
with some difficulty on account of the
sporadic strong gusts of wind, measuring
80 to 100 km/h, and the uneven and
slippery volcanic terrain. The flags of
France and the Council of Europe were
flown from the mast of the 20m antenna.

In addition, we had various unavoidable
obligations, which included strict respect
for meal times and certain duties which are
inevitable for everyone, without exception,
when living in a community of 20 people
in an isolated spot.
My day began about 12 o'clock local time,
as soon as lunch was over: traffic began
either with Europe on 10/15m or Japan on
10/15/20m, on two stations
simultaneously. We continued until 2 or 3
in the morning local time, with a short 45minute break for the evening meal. At
around 0230/0300 Eric went to bed and I
continued alone on the JAP/EUR/USA low
bands until sunrise at about 0400, when I
concentrated on North America, since this
was the best time window, and gradually
increased the frequency, 3.7/7/10/14MHz.
At around 0730/0800 local time, I would
smilingly wake Eric so that he could take
my place... he wouldn't be smiling at

Our first priority was to reduce pile-ups on
the traditional 10/15/20/40 metre bands.
Our main concern was to be "on the air" at
the right times on the right band and on the
right continent. Certain choices therefore
had to be made, and we accept full
responsibility for these.
With only two operators, we clearly could
not provide the same level of traffic and
output as large multinational expeditions
composed of 10 to 20 operators with vast,
tried-and-tested logistical resources.

I would immediately fall fast asleep like a
baby, listening to 59 59 59 59 59 59 59....
At 12 o'clock local time, Eric would wake
me in turn, laughing... I didn't think it was
funny... HI! And off we went for another
round-the-clock session.

In all, our equipment came to no more than
600kg for 3m3 . However, it was possible
for 2 stations to operate simultaneously
thanks to the DUNESTAR filters (one
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9H3XY operation from 9H1EL

Andrew GIONWG wins a raffle prize

The antenna farm at 9H1EL

Declan EI6FR gives a talk on the ZL9CI DXpedition

Jeff 9H1EL - He types as quickly as a professional typist!

Steve G4JVG operating as 9H3XY from Jeff's station (9H1EL)
- Just look at that mike!

L to R: France G4AML, Declan EI6FR, Andrew GIONWG,
Chris G3YSR, Don G3OZF, Neville's XYL Trish and Neville G3NUG

CDXC Annual Dinner

L to R: Peter G3SJX, David G3FPQ, Mike G3SED and Mike's XYL Marcia.
John G3LAS, Roger G3KMA and Roger's XYL Gill, Peter's XYL Marjorie.

John G3LAS winning the Nevada cable and Trish, Neville's XYL

