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CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.
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"The information can be found in your UBN
and NIL files.

data available on an individual basis, and
many top contesters already post their major
contest logs, plus analysis, to their personal
Web sites.

"The purpose of the CQ WW CC's log
checking and evaluation is to help all entrants improve and to more legitimately certify the winners. Every one makes mistakes.
Use the information to improve."

CONTENTS
ZL3GQ SILENT KEY

Incidentally, although the announcement
above refers to CQWW Phone, the CW
analyses are also available. I certainly found
mine to be interesting! One lesson concerned Not in Log – having operated lowpower 80m in the Phone leg, I see that several stations mis-copied my call. Probably
inevitable, but I lost some nice multipliers
as a result. C'est la vie!

This move seems to have been welcomed by
the contest community, though already it
has prompted a discussion as to whether the
analysis should be made publicly available.
My own vote is that it should not. Those
who say it should, argue that there should be
nothing to hide, and imply that objectors
are, indeed, trying to hide something. Those
who argue for keeping the analysis private
tend to be those who know they have made
copying and other errors, but don't necessarily want them to be paraded before the
world at large. Just because what you get up
to in the bedroom is legal, decent and honest, doesn't necessarily mean you would be
happy to have the whole world looking in!
Of course, anyone is welcome to make the

Next time, with a magazine coming out
mid-July, I'll try to cover hints and tips for
mid-summer contests (especially IARU and
IOTA). What is different about the strategy
you need to adopt at this time of the year,
what specific hints and tips for those two
contests, etc. Your input please, by the end
of May if at all possible.
73 Don G3XTT, NKIG
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ZL3GQ SILENT KEY
(Adapted from notes on the Internet by K I ZM)
I read in the Daily DD a moment ago that Peter Watson, ZL3GQ, passed away on March 27 th.
Most of us knew of Peter's stroke in December as reported by W4ZV here on the 160M reflector.
As many did thereafter, I wrote a letter to Peter and his wonderful wife Maire and included a
copy of my book "DXing On the Edge" for Peter to read while in recovery.
About a week after having sent it off to ZL, I received a really upbeat e-mail from Peter himself.
In it he told me that he was on the mend and making steady progress. He also noted that he had
indeed read the book and had enjoyed reading once again about his early exploits on Topband.
Peter went on to say that he had not realised, until having read the book, that he had been making history with some of his early Topband contacts from ZL including his making of the first
ZL to VS6 QSO, for example.
Personally, Peter's passing is a bit of a shock to me as I really thought he would make it back
from the brink. I even worked him during the ARRL CW DX Test this past February. Perhaps
he was just pushing the memory quadrants on his keyer, but it sure sounded like the Peter I knew
of old when he called me on 160M at his sunset and when I later worked him the next afternoon
on 10CW. He was running the pile on IOCW about as well as ever and it registered to me at the
time that he must have been doing pretty well in order to have been able to work a pileup so efficiently - especially following a stroke which he said had almost killed him. Those were my
last QSOs with him.
In 1986 I spent four days with Peter and Maire at his home on the outskirts of Christchurch. He
lived on about a 5.5 acre spread as I recall, essentially level land, with a homebrew tower and
quad. A picture of it appears in "DXing On the Edge". On 160M he used a flattop dipole at
about 100 feet.
While there, Peter and I worked the CQ 160M CW Test together and made about 155 QSOs.
Those were some of the toughest QSO's imaginable and I understood from the experience what
it is REALLY LIKE to work 160M so far away from the major population centres of the world.
It ain't easy - even when the other guys sound LOUD, you can call and call FOREVER without
stations hearing you - especially in a contest when local QRM levels are high here in the USA!
It was January then, with flowers in full-bloom and I had a wonderful time visiting and chatting
with Peter. We travelled around together for 2 days and he explained why it was nearly impossible in ZL to acquire mountaintop real estate. He noted that even his parcel came with certain
requirements, including the raising of various fann animals, including sheep, goats, etc. of
which I remember many. I remember he said it had to do with each family being something of
an "economic unit" in ZL, at least in the eyes of the ZL Federal officials.
Operating the 160M contest was very special from Peter's. I recorded almost the entire 42 hours
and used several segments on the audio CD which is a companion piece to "DXing On the
Edge". My memory is a bit faded about all the details of that test, but three things about it do
stick out in my mind even today:
1) K2EK's signal being copiable for 45 minutes before any other W/K the first night.
2) The ENORMOUS opening into Western Europe at ZL sunset/ European sunrise the next afternoon.
3) W8JI's signal nearing pinning the S-meter at sunrise time in Ohio on Sunday morning

2,880 stations in a 48-hour contest.
* At 30/hour, you'd work 1,440 stations in a
48-hour contest.
* Even a rate of 15/hour (only one QSO
every 4 minutes!), you'd still work 720 stations in 48 hours!
How many Qs did you work in the last contest? I've won contests where I didn't make
720 total Qs. Cherry pickers don't win. If
you give up when the time between Qs
stretches out to 4, 6, 10, or more minutes,
you give up your competitiveness. A contester's mettle is measured in the dead of
night when calling CQ endlessly on a
seemingly dead band or when tuning 20m or
40m or any other band straining to pull that
next new station out of the noise. (Hint: This
is where 1dB or less makes all the difference in the world.)
8. Have fun. Winning is fun. But so is competing. It's great fun being a part of an overall event that's larger than some petty selfcentred concern about whether your QTH is
"unfairly disadvantaged." If you want to
have fun in a contest, find people who are
having fun and do what they're doing. Don't
be poisoned by the faCile argument that a
contest where everyone isn't a winner is unfair and unfair is no fun. Everything is fun if
it involves amateur radio.
* I love working SSB, CW, and RTTY
contests — although my skill in each mode
varies widely.
* I love domestic contests. I don't like the
spate of non-SASE cards they generate, but
I answer every one -- I will not be responsible for discouraging a ham for a few bucks.
* I love DX contests. Every time I hear
GW4BLE or ON4UN or EA7USA it's the
same thrill.
* Every time someone remembers my call I
light up like a little kid. Gosh, they remember me!

* I love working the all-Bulgaria QSO party
and being the only USA entry -- winning
with 4 QSOs!
* I highlight my name in every contest result that published. What a thrill!
Any contest I miss I consider a failure.
Every contest I make is a victory.
[Conclusion]
If you like contests or think you might, understand that there are hundreds and thousands of like-minded souls out there who
want you to be the best you can be. We'll
help, encourage, and congratulate you for
every QSO you make and every log you
submit. Every DX station is looking for you.
Every QSL you get is a thank you.
Ignore the bitter, the miserable, and the perpetually dissatisfied. They're not your competition; they're QRM.

CQWW Analyses
The CQWW Contest Committee has, in my
view, made a big step forward by making
available via Internet a UBN (Unique — Bad
Calls — Not in Log) analysis of those logs
submitted via e-mail. Here is the announcement from K3EST:
"Dear Fellow Contester,
"The CQ WW Contest Committee is happy
to announce the availability of an evaluation
of your **1997 CQ WW SSB log**. The
log checking process of the CQ WW CC has
reached to point that we can provide useful
information back to each entrant.
"If you submitted an EMAIL log to
<ssbacciww.com >, you received a
PASSWORD that allowed you to view your
own log on the WWW at the URL:
<http://cqww.com>. You can now use your
PASSWORD to access and download your
PERSONALIZED Evaluation of your 1997
CQ WW SSB log.

positive. Here are some suggestions:
I. Acquire as much knowledge as possible
about the contest. First, learn the rules of the
contest. That means knowing the exchange
and the scoring. It also means understanding
what strategy you should use to maximise
your score. Figure out how long should you
chase a multiplier and how many Qs do you
need to be competitive. Figure out if a mult
or a 3-point QSO is more valuable to you
toward the end of the contest. Calculate how
many mutts you will need to be competitive.
2. Decide where to point your antenna and
when. You must understand how propagation affects your area. Read the propagation
forecasts and make sure you understand
them. Know where your greyline goes.
Know when 40m opens and 20m closes.
Keep an extra antenna and radio tuned to
popular 10m frequencies (you know them
because you researched, right?) to check for
band openings.
3. Study the local competition. Study the
scores, mults, and prefixes worked by those
in your area. Call them or write them and
find out their strategies. (Of course, they
may not want to tell you!) Ask for copies of
their logs. Study where they pointed their
antennas and when. Find out what bands
they favoured and why. Anyone who beats
you is in a position to teach you something.
Instead of reviling them, study them. Don't
forget the other end of the spectrum. Some
of the most valuable lessons I've learned
have come from low-power stations with
wire antennas.
4. Know the field. Study the contest results
from the past 2-3 years. You must know the
calls that were active. You must know if any
special DX stations be on. You should know
who you'll be listening for. You must know
the frequencies that JAs can use on 80m.
You should know the 40m allocation worldwide. You should know where VKs will be
on the low bands. Instead of figuring out
why the contest is unfair, learn how to work
it.

5. Improve your station. Learn the truth
about feedline matching, antenna loss,
VSWR, directivity, and gain. That means
read and study. That means experiment.
That means cut and try. Shrug off the myths
embraced by the mediocre. Don't listen to
people who tell you that 2:1 SWR is good
enough because all the power goes somewhere eventually. Or that 9913 is lossless at
HF. Or that a 1dB difference in a signal is
unnoticeable at either end. Or that connector
loss is negligible. All those statements are
lies. Find out why. Work on your antennas.
Nothing is perfect or stays that way. Put up
new antennas. Try wires. Try loops. Try
beverages. Try low-noise receive antennas.
Try slopers. Try, try, try. All these antennas
are relatively low-cost.
6. Learn your radio. All (well, most) of
those knobs on your radio have a purpose.
Find out what they do. Read and study the
manual. Do you know where the manual is?
If you can quickly set a split frequency, you
might be the first to work a new station of
40m. If you learn how to use those 100+
memories efficiently, you can stack up big
stations and throw your call in rapidly to 2,
5, or more stations simultaneously. Get all
your filters in place. Get a voice keyer.
Learn your DSP. Get a better mike. Tweak
the audio until it sounds crystal clear and
with all the punch of a buzz saw cutting
through aluminium. Remember that setting
for the contest, then turn it back to mushy so
the boys on 80m don't complain.
7. Work the contest. If you're going to work
a contest, then, by God, work it A 48-hour
contest runs for 48 hours. If you want to be
competitive, you will run for 48 hours too.
Hey, if you can't, then you can't. But then
don't whine about not winning. The single
biggest weapon that a small pistol has is
persistence. I've heard lectures from big
guns where they advocate switching bands
when your QSO rate drops below 60/hour.
That's okay for a big gun, but here are some
surprising statistics:
* At a rate of 60 Qs/hour, you would work

During the following May of1986, Peter came to the US to attend the FOC Dinner in Hartford,
CT. As a result, even though really pooped from the Hartford festivities, Peter and Maire drove
100 miles down to Dutchess County to spend a day with us and I was delighted he did. While
here, I took him over to see Bill Gioia's (K2EK) mountaintop QTH 6 miles down the road from
me and Peter was noticeably impressed with the view to the West from Bill's location. Peter
even remembered the occasion of the "searchlight" propagation we had heard together the previous January. He commented that it was easy to see why Bill was so loud given the spectacular
view to the West from that place!
We also visited Dave, W2YV, just up the road and it was Dave who was "honoured" to have
ZL3GQ in HIS YARD that day looking at HIS ANTENNAS!
As are many, I am truly saddened to hear of Peter's passing. Peter was a special person and I
shall always remember him fondly. I trust many others in the 160M fraternity will as well.
73 Jeff
Ed: Peter, ZL3GQ, provided me with my first and only QSO with New Zealand on 160m back
in October, 1985. I also worked him several times on the 1-1F bands, usually during contests. I
was also fortunate enough to meet him at several FOC Dinners, where he was a regular visitor.
DXing — and particularly 160m - has truly lost an irreplaceable stalwart...+
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PETER M. WATSON
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

I hope everyone who came to the Annual
Dinner in late March thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Trish and I certainly did. It was
good to meet so many old friends and some
new members too. I was pleased to be able
to present plaques to Dave GOHXN and to
Mike G4PFF who had been Secretary and
Treasurer respectively for five years during
which time the club has grown from around
100 to over 350 members. Alan G3PMR received Mike's plaque as he was otherwise
engaged on his wedding anniversary.
The raffle raised £250 for club funds. This
will enable us to make an additional contribution to a major DXpedition during the
coming year. Another way of looking at this
level of income is to say that it is equivalent
to recruiting around 40 new members when
the costs related to each member (mainly
badge and newsletter) are taken into account. Our sponsors were:
•
•
•

Paul Bigwood G3WYW of Yaesu UK a desk mike and an SWR meter,
Mike Devereux G3SED of Nevada
Communications - a large scale SWR
meter and,
Martin Lynch G4HKS of Martin Lynch
and Son - a Heil head set and mike.

In addition some bottles and chocolates
were donated by committee members.
Many thanks to everyone.
Don G3OZF and I ran through the slides on
9MOC. Yes it was a bit long and has now
been reduced to 75 slides, all 35mm. More
about this later. Thanks to the two Alans G3PMR and GOSAH for organising the dinner.
Our next social is the Summer Social fol-

lowing the AGM on 4 July. Bob G3PJT and
Rosemary have kindly offered to host the
social this year at their home in Comberton
near Cambridge. Could I encourage as many
members as possible to attend. Comberton
is easily accessible from the North and from
the South so let's have a good turn-out. The
Summer Social is one of the most popular
events of the CDXC year. As Trish and I
know, organising these socials requires a
considerable effort - let's make it all worthwhile.
The AGM takes place before the Social. It
starts at noon and should finish by 1pm. The
committee for 1998/99 is elected at the
AGM. If anyone is interested in joining the
committee would he or she please get in
touch. We are always on the look-out for
new blood.
Much of the past eight weeks has been taken
up with the aftermath of 9MOC. All the air
shipments have arrived and been distributed,
the sea shipment will be here very soon. The
QSLs have already been printed - all 30,000
- and delivered to Phil G3SWH and Bob
BRS32525 who is dealing with the SWL
cards. Phil had received over 5,000 direct
requests by mid April!
Producing the card was a real team effort.
Steve G4JVG did the outline design. Mike
G3SED then took over and one of his designers from the Radio Active team produced the card which went through a number of iterations. Ray G3NOM got quotations from printers in Thailand and I did a
similar job in the UK. In the end we decided
on a UK printer whose quote was 50% of
the figure that we started with. When the
costs of shipping were taken into account
this worked out considerably less expensive
than printing in Thailand. The final result is
one of the most beautiful cards that I have
seen. It is a double card with all four sides
in full colour. We have used photographs

whereas even a full-size 20m Yagi (204BA)
was deemed to be environmentally acceptable!

Any thoughts from the membership?
Whining vs. Winning

I rather liked the following, which was
posted on the Contest Reflector by Rob
Hummel, WS I A, and thought I would share
it with CDXC members:

Contest Stuff on Internet

The old debate about the length of the WPX
contests has once again become the hot
topic on the Contest Reflector. The "oldies"
among you will recall that WPX used to allow single-ops 30 hours operation out of the
48, but this was later increased to 36 hours.
The justification appears to have been that it
would encourage more contest expeditions.
Why go to the trouble of going somewhere
rare if you could only operate 30 hours?
Many US East Coasters also argue that they
should not be restricted in operating time
when the bands are open. West Coasters argue that they stand more chance of competing under the 30 hour rule, as this equates
more closely to the hours that the bands are
open from there to the major population
centres.

I'm very concerned that new or prospective
contesters will read this and get the impression that the winners got what they got because they're privileged somehow. That
winners are, in essence, cheaters. Because if
the winners weren't cheating, they couldn't
have beaten all those virtuous losers. That,
in fact, any activity where someone loses is
-- by definition -- unfair.

Others argue that 30 hours was good because it forced an operator to plan for the
best hours to operate, requiring a real understanding of propagation. And why try to encourage contest expeditions in a contest
where prefixes are multipliers and an NK8
is as rare as an H40? Then there are the iron
men (like Jim N6TJ/ZD8Z) who believe that
operating anything less than the full 48
hours is for wimps.

Contesting is competition -- plain and simple. There are no second-place winners. The
term for those who don't win is "loser."
There is no shame in losing. I have been a
loser many times. Winning feels good, but
losing educates you. Ask my 6-year old
daughter what being a loser means and she'll
tell you without hesitation: it means you
have to try harder. No one ever won a contest by whining.

What I find regrettable in all these discussions is that I never see the case argued on
behalf of the "little guy". There are many of
us who, much as we might like to operate 36
or 48 hours, are restricted by family or other
commitments but would like to be able to
enter a category that doesn't require an ironman constitution, a day's leave after the
contest to catch up on lost sleep, etc. It is
noticeable that those who argue most
strongly for longer hours are single or divorced! I'm all for keeping a couple of premier events (CQWW) at the 48 hour mark,
but let's not try to make 36 or 48 hours the
norm.

If you want to be competitive, you must do
everything within your power (and the
rules) to maximise your advantages and
minimise your disadvantages.

I've read with interest and horror some of
the opinions and statements that have been
put forth on the topic of the WPX and contests in general, how they're scored, and how
they're unfair.

Complaining that a contest is unfair accomplishes nothing except to brand you as a
bitter, dissatisfied, jaded, jealous naysayer.
Ignore advice or whining from folks who
don't even participate in the contest. What
can they possibly tell you except how to be
a bitter loser? If you want to win, associate
around winners.
If you want to be competitive, you must be
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single-tower set-ups in the US, but not so
much here in the UK, perhaps because of
our strong winds, which would necessitate
the use of very substantial fixed towers,
rather than the wind-up towers which are so
popular here.
As for the low bands, it is easy enough for
most of us to run dipoles for 80 and 160 (or
maybe an inverted-L for the latter) which
will be more than adequate to collect a decent multiplier total and a reasonable number of QSO points on those bands. The dilemma often comes with 40 metres, which
can be a major source of points and multipliers if you are loud enough and can command a frequency (not easy when the band
is so narrow). There are many possible solutions. The Force 12 range now includes
antennas such as the C4-XL which has two
elements on 40, in addition to the three
higher bands, and yet has a boom not much
longer than a TH7. Or you could try phased
verticals. They can be difficult to get working properly but, as our recent experience
from 9MOC demonstrates, when correctly
set up they can work like a dream. Another
solution I have adopted on more than one
occasion is to hang a two-element 40m quad
on a boom fixed just below the HF beam.
This won't be rotatable, but if you orientate
it towards the US it can work a treat both
with those W QSOs and with long-path JAs.
John, G3HCT, writes on the topic of contest antennas: "As you know, I still use twoelement Quads for 14/18/21/28MHz. I fully
appreciate that they do not have the gain of
some of the modern multiband Yagis now
available commercially, but they do have:
• Excellent F/B
• Easy to match and feed
• Easy to repair - particularly with a tiltover tower
• Take up far less space (footprint)
• To replace the antenna with a "brand new

replacement" is considerably less than
replacing a multiband Yagi
• The antenna is efficient - no lossy traps!
"Now for a really controversial point. I have
believed for many years that the apparent
advantage of Quads over Yagis can be
summed up in one word, "maintenance"!!!
A Quad will work until the wire breaks then you know what the problem is! (assuming you are using good co-ax which is
sealed and treated properly) While a Yagi
has many joints in it and traps which can all
slowly deteriorate without you really being
aware that the performance is very slowly
dropping."
John also weighs in on the topic from the
last issue on contest radios. "Appreciated
the comments from Roger, G3SXW - it is
for similar reasons that I continue to use the
TR7A (modified) - plus, it is easy to service!!! When others with a similar antenna
system can copy signals that I cannot hear,
then I will think about changing! As far as
am concerned, receiver performance is the
most important criterion."
73 John
I know there are other CDXC members who
would support John's comments about
quads. His thoughts about multiband Yagis
are, of course, controversial. But I would
add two points about Yagis which John
doesn't even raise. One is that reduced-size
Yagis (which trapped Yagis inevitably are)
will have a radiation resistance of well under 50 ohms, so that any ohmic losses from
corrosion or other effects will be disproportionately significant (in contrast, a Quad has
a radiation resistance of, perhaps, 70 ohms
or more). Second, I read recently of a multiband Yagi user who went outside one day to
find a layer of frost everywhere on his antenna except the traps, where it had melted
nicely! So clearly at least some his RF was
ending up as heat. On the other hand, the
only time I put up even a 15m Quad, my
wife took significant exception to it,

taken on Pulau Layang Layang in a montage
format and we have acknowledged all of our
70+ sponsors. The inside of the card also
contains a most attractive montage promoting the Malaysian Year of Sports and Recreation '98. MTPB, the Malaysian Tourism
Promotion Board paid for these cards - a
most generous contribution to 9MOC.
We have also been writing for several publications with core articles being developed
by Don G3OZF, John G3WGV, Don
G3XTT, Steve G4JVG and myself. So far
they have appeared in CQ Ham Radio Japan, Ham Radio Today and RadCom. We
expect further articles to be published in
Radio Active (spread over two editions),
CQ Magazine (US), NCDXF Newsletter,
INDEXA Newsletter, DL-Funk Magazine,
The DX Magazine and possibly several others. These articles will all help to cement the
credibility of the 9MOC team ready for the
next one in 2001.
Has everyone seen the re-launched Ham
Radio Today as well as the new Radio Active Magazine? CDXC members are closely
involved with these two publications. Steve
G4JVG is the Editor of Ham Radio Today now a really good read - and Mike G3SED
owns Radio Active - another excellent publication. If you cannot buy them at your local WH Smiths or similar ask them why!
The 35mm slide presentation is now complete. Don G3OZF and I have been working
on this. There are 75 slides together with a
script - the slides containing text, tables and
charts have been made professionally. The
presentation should take about 45 minutes
and over 20 presentations are already
scheduled. I am just off to the US for 3
weeks and will be presenting the 9MOC
story at both Visalia and Dayton. We are
also scheduled to present at Friedrichshafen,
at the Clipperton DX Convention and at
Windsor as well as to many clubs and societies in the UK.
Don G3OZF is masterminding the video of
9MOC. Again, we have been able to find

some professional help with the editing and
voice-over and we are hopeful that Yaesu
will be showing this video on their stands at
both the Friedrichshafen and Tokyo
Hamfairs.
Our thanks to Barry Fletcher ZS1FJ, our
only South African member, who has just
sent a most generous contribution with his
QSL card. Many thanks Barry and congratulations on the two new IOTA's that you
activated recently.
A reminder that the next HF and IOTA
Convention takes place at Windsor over the
weekend of 9/11 October. We have put together a really exciting lecture programme John G3WKL has taken the lead in this.
This year we plan to concentrate on two
main streams with few repeats. A flyer and
booking form are enclosed with this newsletter so why not book early? It does not
cost anything to do this and greatly facilitates the administration. The residential
packages are excellent value. Indeed, several attendees last year stayed at the
Beaumont for the first time and said how
much they enjoyed the weekend.
Some further marketing initiatives are well
in hand. We have sent Phil G3SWH 5,000
CDXC flyers to include with direct 9MOC
cards and we are hopeful of a reasonable response. Typically, this could be of the order
of 5% so this could bring in some 250 new
members - we shall see!
We are also writing to all the G nonmembers whose calls appear in the DXCC
and IOTA yearbooks. There are around 250
in this category. At the same time, we will
be writing to all the G non-members who
worked 9MOC. We had 1,848 QSOs with G
with 682 uniques. Of these around 175 were
CDXC members leaving around 500 to target. Of course there will be overlaps between these listings.
That's all from me for now. There's plenty to
keep me busy! I hope to see many members
at the AGM and Summer Social on 4 July.

SECRETARY'S UPDATE
Alan Jubb, G3PMR
CDXC Annual Dinner
I write this on Easter Monday, just a few
days after returning from a first class holiday in Thailand - more of that shortly. A
couple of days before leaving for Thailand,
Beryl and I attended the CDXC Dinner.
This year we held the dinner at yet another
venue, as both the Reading and Crowthome
hotels that we had used in the previous two
years were unavailable on the date we
wanted. The Watermill Hotel at Bourne
End, Hemel Hempstead, turned out to be
another good venue for the dinner, and I'm
sure that we shall visit there again in the
future. As usual, this was an excellent evening, and it was very pleasing to see a number of new faces this year. After dinner, a
lengthy but extremely interesting presentation on the 9MOC Spratly operation was
made by Don, G3OZF, and Neville,
G3NUG.
Mike Potter, G4PFF and Dave Mann,
GOHXN were presented with CDXC
plaques at the CDXC dinner in well earned
recognition of their hard work and commitment as Treasurer and Secretary of CDXC
over the four year period in which the club
grew from a membership of around 120 to
350. In Mike's absence, I collected the
plaque on his behalf.
DX Connections in Thailand
On March 23"1, Beryl and I flew to Bangkok, the initial stop on a holiday to celebrate
our 30th wedding anniversary. Whilst in
Bangkok we had an excellent evening with
a number of CDXC members, and others, at
the Landmark Hotel. It turns out that this is
the traditional meeting place for radio amateurs visiting Bangkok - whether the selection of the venue has anything to do with the
fact that it's located close to Wireless Road
I'm not sure! The evening was organised by
Tony Waltham, HSO/G4UAV, who has
been living and working in Bangkok for

many years. Others present at the dinner
were Ray Gerrard, G3NOM/9M2OM and
his XYL Lawan, E21UHL; Hans Hollstein,
HSO/KA3TDZ; Phil Weaver HSO/G41MB;
Somporn Laun, XYL of Fred Laun, K3ZO;
and last, but by no means least, Thida DenPruektham, HSIASC. Thida is outgoing
secretary of the Radio Amateur Society of
Thailand, and Editor in Chief of 100 Watts
(Radio Lover's Magazine) - a useful person
to know, and very helpful. 100 Watts is a
very high quality glossy magazine, with a
staggering (to me) circulation of 40,000
copies.
Everyone was very friendly and welcoming,
and a great evening was had by all, during
which I tried to encourage some trips to activate HS islands. We shall see in due
course whether anything comes of this!
After four days in Bangkok, we moved on
to the island of Samui (IOTA AS-101). Samui is the classical tropical island, surrounded by warm sea and long white sandy
beaches flanked by cocoa palms, backed by
jungle-clad mountains. It has only been developed as a tourist resort over the last few
years, since the airport was opened at the
northern tip of the island. As a reasonably
rare IOTA island, I was keen to meet the local HF radio amateur population, with a
view to encouraging some activity! I discussed this with Thida whilst in Bangkok,
and she gave me the contact details for Dao
Chaitawat, HS8TM. Unfortunately I wasn't
able to make contact with and meet Dao until a couple of days before the end of our
stay in Koh Samui. Dao is the only active
radio amateur on the HF bands who is resident on AS-101. He only has wire antennas,
and operates mainly after midnight local
time (Thailand is 7 hours ahead of GMT) on
80m in SEANET. He occasionally operates
on 20m, SSB only. Dao is Puyai (= Sheriff)
of the town of Lamai, and is clearly very
well known, influential, and respected on
the island. A useful guy to know if planning
a DXpedition to Samui!
Anyhow, all good things come to an end,

,q,ez avrfs o off 6ea, ArT
I didn't get on for CQ WPX SSB this year,
but I believe conditions were pretty good,
especially on the high bands. Certainly, we
are at long last seeing a significant and sustained upturn in the solar flux, which augurs
well for this year's contest activities. Having
said that, I was interested to read in his
contest column in CQ Magazine (March
1998), KIAR's write-up of his experiences
in the 1997 CQWW CW contest, when he
appears to have had a ball. Although the
flux wasn't exceptionally high (SFI 112),
the "A" and "K" indices were zero, and the
bands were buzzing. If you can get hold of a
copy of the article, it makes a fascinating
read.
The same issue of CQ carried results of the
1997 WPX SSB Contest. The only UK station in the World Top Scores table was
GIOKOW (SOAB, 4th Europe, operated by
GIONWG). Were the relatively low UK
turnout and modest scores a reflection of
poor conditions from this part of the world,
or a lack of interest in this particular contest,
I wonder? Anyway, congratulations to Andrew for another fine effort.
In the context of what was said last time
about contest radios, it has been interesting
recently to have the chance to review the
Kachina computer-controlled transceiver for
Ham Radio Today. I won't say any more
here, you'll just have to buy the magazine if
you want to read my assessment!

Contest Antennas
Last time I suggested a look at contest antenna selection if you are limited to a single
tower.
This has been my own situation over the
years and, frankly, it has become more and
more difficult to compete seriously with the
top single-op stations such as GIOKOW,
most of whom now use multiple towers.
Even so, some such as Steve GW4BLE have

done

a fantastic job with the one tower.

UK stations at least benefit from sitting on a
little island, which also happens to be just
about the nearest spot in Europe to that great
source of contest points, the US of A. And if
you are multiband contesting, you don't
necessarily need to be the biggest thing on
the band. Rather, you need to be loud
enough to work the first layer or two of stations. In single-band contesting you will
need to dig deeper. In multiband contesting,
you simply move to another band and start
all over again.
As a result, though you may not end up in
the European top-ten box, you can do a
pretty fair job with a decent tribander and
wires for the lower bands. I say a decent tribander advisedly. When I upgraded from a
1-beam TB3, a typical 3-element tribander
on a 14ft boom, to a TH5, the difference
was remarkable. Others have noticed a
similar difference going from a 3-element
tribander to a quad.
From my own observations, the most popular tribanders for contest operation appear to
be the TH6/TH7 range from Hy-Gain and
the KT-34/KT-34XA range. However, I get
the impression that the Force 12 antennas
are becoming increasingly popular, if only
because outside the contests they can also be
fired up on the WARC bands. Until recently
Cushcraft didn't manufacture a tribander
any bigger than the A4S, but I suspect their
new Thunderbird series tribanders may well
become popular among contesters before
too long.
There is also a school of thought that says
you should stick to stacked monobanders.
With computer optimisation, you can get
away with very close spacing and yet, in
theory at least, end up with performance that
is significantly better than you would get
from a tribander. I have seen many such

basic furniture. Ashley is clearly moved in
sharing his success story. He had come by
one of the funny looking huts not far from
his house and discovered a man carving
clever wooden items without a single word
processing tool in his hand. Ashley had
raised enough money through his organisation, the New Zealand Volunteer Service
Abroad, to have this man equipped with a
saw, a chisel, a drill and several other
needed items. Only months later, the man
had produced timber products for shipment
to the capital to the value of more than USD
4,000.
Transportation being an essential means of
moving supplies and materials to and from
the island, Ashley now assists the Temotu
Shipping Line in running their currently
sporadic services in a sort of organised way
while serving these remote islands.
Ashley has many prospects, and once they
materialise, the island may have taken a
long stride in terms of making progress toward more modern times and becoming a
healthy society for its fast growing population. There are thousands of opportunities
for achieving progress but the resources are
rather limited, something that makes Ashley
often wonder about the order of things when
he walks down a winding path to his Temotu Development Authority office just a
stone's throw away from the radio location
of H4OAA.
Whatever meaningful aims this amateur radio expedition may be able to accomplish in
assisting Ashley with his efforts to help this,
the newest DXCC entity meet with overall
success, is another interesting story. We
strongly feel as a team that an amateur radio
expedition should do its fair share in assisting a country of world-wide DX interest to
become another equal partner along with
others in the 300-plus DXCC listing. These
countries give the amateur community the
satisfaction of contacting remote places in
the far corners of the world and learning
about the people, the fauna and flora of
these areas, and also giving an impulse to

the local people who possibly one day will
establish a radio presence and become part
of this wonderful, international family of
amateur radio.

and we're now safely back home in G-land.
Whilst away I missed the brief operation
from Malpelo by HK3JJH, which was a
pity.

The prospect of permanent activity still
needs to be put on hold, though, with regard
to Temotu's 1,500 local residents, but this
situation should not keep us from supporting
Ashley, our gracious host, in his efforts to
help these people ultimately achieve a high
literacy rate, healthy surroundings and good
prospects of creating and supporting their
own success on their lonely island.

DXCC Changes

With this in mind, it was agreed that a limited number of Special Event First Temotu
Expedition H4OAA QSL Cards will be issued to those who contribute USD 25 or
more toward Dr. Ashley Wilson's efforts to
further develop this latest DXCC entity now
to be added to the ARRL DXCC List. These
funds will be used solely for specifically
selected projects, of which you will hopefully hear through future Temotu expeditions.
The Special Edition QSL Cards will be
signed by Dr. Ashley Wilson, stamped by
the Temotu Development Authority and
mailed from the Lata Post Office using selected, relevant Solomon Islands postage
stamps which depict the overall island group
and the person who once discovered the islands: Don Alvaro de Mendana y Neyra, a
Peruvian Spanish explorer who sighted
these islands on February 7, 1568.
Your contribution toward a Special Edition
H4OAA Card is tax-deductible and can be
sent directly with your QSO data to the Temotu Development Fund, Mr. Bruce Butler,
W6OSP, 4220 Chardonnay Ct, Napa, CA
94558, USA. You may also notify W6OSP
of your contribution through email:
w6osp@aol.com
The deadline for these Special Edition QSL
Cards is May 10, 1998 and they will be
posted during the month of May to reach the
donors well before the submission date for
Temotu QSL cards for ARRL DXCC credit

The DXCC rules have been extensively updated, and the modifications came into force
at 2359z on March 31" 1998. The change
which is likely to have most impact is the
separation by water rule which now has
been changed so that the distance is 350km.
As a result of these changes, applications
are to be made for three new DXCC entities
(as they are now called).
The first of these is the Temotu Islands.
Temotu is the easternmost province of the
Solomon Islands, which are separated by
more than 350km from the rest of the Solomon Islands, and therefore should qualify as
a new entity under the revised rules. There
have already been two operations from Temotu since March 31 d. H4OAA was operated by the South China Sea DX Team
(SCSDXT) and the Solomon Islands Radio
Society (SIRS) and was a major operation,
which took place from Lata on the island of
Nendo. Jim Smith, VK9NS also operated as
H40AB from Pigeon Island, a member of
the Reef Islands. H4OAA made around
65,000 QSOs - I wonder if they beat the
9MOC total?
On April I d, the Clipperton DX Club filed a
petition for the Marquesas Islands and the
Austral Islands to be added to the DXCC
Entities List, both island groups being more
than 350km from the parent group (French
Polynesia, FO).
The two main islands of the Austral archipelago, Rurutu and Tubai, are respectively
located at 512km and 678km from the south
of Tahiti. Rurutu currently has a population
of about 2000, whilst Tubai has slightly
fewer inhabitants. There is an airport on Tubai, with three flights per week, so it is reasonably accessible for DXpeditions.

The Marquesas Islands, named by its people
"Te Henau Enana" (Land of the Men), consist of six inhabited islands and six smaller
unpopulated islands. They are divided into
two distinct groups about 60 miles apart.
Nuku-Hiva, the administrative and economic centre of the Marquesas, lies about
1500km northeast of Tahiti, in the northern
group. Ua Huka and Ua Pou are also in this
group, with the Southern Marquesas including Hiva Oa, Tahuata and Fatu Hiva.
There are five flights per week to NukuHiva, so again, accessibility should be reasonable.
FOOMIZ (Op JA I BK) was QRV from Marquesas from April 10th-12th, from Austral
the week commencing April 13 th.
FOOFI was very active from Rurutu from
April 13 th-20th, and FOOFR was expected to
operate from Nuku Hiva Island from April
21 d to 28th.
I got home from holiday just in time to work
H4OAA on CW and SSB before they went
QRT, and have worked FOOFI on CW from
the Australs. By the time you read this I
hope to have worked FOOFR from Marquesas, to get the set of three!
Finally, STO has now been deleted, so the
total current entities stands at 328, with the
potential to rise to 331 if the applications for
the above mentioned three new entities are
accepted. QSOs made before January
1995 count for the deleted entity.
AGM
The next event on the CDXC calendar is the
AGM and Summer Social - see elsewhere
for more details. I advised my fellow Committee Members some time ago that I felt
that, after six years on the Committee (initially as Secretary for a year, followed by
three years as Newsletter Editor, one as
Vice Chairman, and finally this year as Vice
Chairman and Secretary), I felt the time had
come for me to step down and make way for

some new blood. I therefore will not be
standing for re-election at the AGM. As required by the constitution, all Committee
Members will resign at the AGM, but most
have agreed to stand for a further year.
Barry Cooper, G4RKO, has agreed that he
is willing to stand for the position of Secretary, and as reported before, Don Field
G3XTT has volunteered to stand for the position of NewsLetter Editor, as Bren,
G4DYO will be stepping down also. Nevertheless, all positions are up for re-election,
so further nominations are welcome. Please
let me have your nominations (agreed by the
nominee!) before the meeting.

Committee.
We are having a few administrative problems with the hotel booked for the Northern
Dinner on September 19 th, so it is not possible to confirm the details in this NewsLetter.
Full details will be published on the CDXC
home page, and also in the July NewsLetter.
I was amused to read in the HF column of
Practical Wireless a little while back that a
GMO station reported that he had worked
P5JR. Other than stating that P5 is North
Korea, this passed completely without
comment by the columnist! I guess it was
probably an SP5 or VP5 - who knows, but
certainly not P5!!

We are indebted to Bob G3PJT and Rosemary for hosting the AGM/Summer Social.
Odds & Ends

Well, it's time to wrap up for this issue. I
look forward to seeing many of you at the
Summer Social and AGM.

The Committee has the funded 3B7 and
KH1/KH5 DXpeditions to the tune of £200
each. This will be matched by the RSGB HF

73 de Alan Jubb, G3PMR

WELCOME!
The following DXers have recently joined CDXC or renewed their membership
5B4AFB/G3PGG 304
Alf Wilson
Limassol
180+
G3ECS
Ken Ottrey
Bristol
225
Bryan Read
G3JDT
Cheshire
234
G3SBP
Dave Gynn
Devon
168
G4VRX
Graham Brown
Birmingham
(Numbers indicate countries worked)

CDXC EMAIL LIST
Alan Jubb, G3PMR

lands (1:350,000) Sta. Ana - 010 deg 50
min 05 sec South, 162 deg 29 min 30 sec
East Nendo - 010 deg 47 min 24 sec South,
165 deg 44 min 50 sec East

world in the true sense of the term. We
have reached the Solomon Islands' most remote province of Temotu and its main village Lata.

In the meantime, the Solomons Ministry of
Lands has revised their maps and submitted
a complete set of current ones as an attachment to the DXCC application filed by the
Solomon Islands Radio Society. The statement includes their confirmation of 350kilometer separation. With all documents in
hand, the ARRL is expected to announce a
prompt decision on the addition of Temotu
to the Current DXCC Countries List, with
contacts counting from April 1, 1998.

As we approach the crowd, we spot the
friendly face of our only contact on this island. A New Zealander, Dr. Ashley Wilson,
has come to meet us and welcome the largest group of foreigners ever seen at once on
the soil of Temotu. The number of foreign
residents is instantly multiplied. We are
about to get established in this interesting
community for the next two weeks.
While occupying the entire guesthouse of
the island, we will depend on this man for
our well-being as well as get to know his
mission and listen to his life's story. And
certainly the best opportunity to do so is
here since he is going to share his small
house with part of our team for the next two
weeks. Ashley's always caring personality
and patient touch to things will immediately
capture the imagination of us strangers and
make these expedition members ask ourselves about our contribution to supporting
the future of this community, alongside
Ashley's efforts.

The operating team - H44GP, H44GR,
JA5DQH, N4GN, N7NG, OHO XX,
OH1RY, OH2BH, OH2TA, W6OSP and
9V1YC - is especially grateful for the efforts of our regional coordinators - G3ZAY,
K4MQG and K6GNX - who provided an
important link and feedback to and from the
outside world. A big word of thanks is also
due to NCDXF, INDEXA, Yaesu Musen Co
Ltd, Solomon Airlines, Mikrolog Ltd,
FinnFet Ltd and the Solomon Islands Radio
Society and many others who helped to
make this Temotu DXpedition possible.
The H4OAA DXpedition is now history.

Ashley has got many worries. For one
thing, the population's literacy rate is one of
the lowest in the world as only some 30 percent of the island people receive any sort of
schooling. He desperately needs to find
more ways of obtaining school material and
supplies. Ashley is busy setting up a production line for processing coconut butter,
and the first few consignments of Temotuproduced soup have been in the making for
the past weeks. The expedition team has the
privilege of selecting the flavour of a future
Temotu coconut soup. The business now
employs some 20 islanders but many additional people need to be trained since more
often than not employees are afflicted with
high malaria fever, thus unable to show up
for work.

LIMITED SPECIAL EDITION
H4OAA QSL CARDS
AVAILABLE
(Tnx G3PMR)

Here's the current CDXC email list. If you have an email address and are not listed, please email
me at SHACKLOG@aol.com .
alf@spidernet.com.cy(5B4AFB)
geo@spidernet.com.cy (5B4AGC)
9hlel@global.net.mt (9H IEL)
cad@znaltanetnet (9H IXH)
g3nom@ibm.net (9M20M)
brs25429@compuserve.com (BRS25429)
BRS31976@aol.com (BRS31976)
brs32525@compuserve.cona(BRS32525) •
olcanep(gioLie (E15D1)
steve.reed@me.rtz.co.uk (GOAEV)
gOaix(4)001.com (GOAD()
john@waldron.softnet.co.uk (GOFIJV)
gOlucn@aol.com (GOHXN)
GOKRL(a)4roarkicom (GOKRL)
vincenl@vdencch.demon.co.uk (GOLMX)

gOopb@compuserv0.03m (000PB)
tom@tclaylor.dcmon.co.uk (GOPSE)
gOsah@aol.com (GOSAH)
patgOsbq@enterprise.net (GOSBQ)
gOtsm@nol.com (GOTSM)
s.carle@allavisla.nct.(GOSWG)
herbg0waz@aol.com (GOWAZ)
Cyril.Chapman@btintemci.com (G2HDR)
small@harn.keme.co.uk (G3AL1)
101546.1013@CompuServc.COM (G3FKM)
G3GHS.gcolTegbtinternet.com (G3GHS)
g3hta@btintemet.corn (G3HTA)
grahwn@annwn.demon.co.uk (03.1Q1)
B.Mercer@btintenict.com (G3KLL)
g3kwkroger@aol.com
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Meet Dr. Ashley Wilson - And Inspire a
New Future for Temotu 12 April 1998.
While touching down on the landing strip of
Santa Cruz, it is immediately obvious that
we enter another world. The entire population is gathered around to welcome a rarely
received plane from the capital. The humidity level is extremely high and yesterday's heavy rain has left it marks on the
field. The landing is perfect, and chickens
and other birds barely manage to stay clear
of the taxiing aircraft. We step into another

Timber is being cut for the manufacture of
attractive wooden products such as some
47

bureaucratic airfreight related customs formalities. One complete station with a triband beam antenna will be left behind for
permanent operations by the Solomon Islands Radio Society (SIRS).

dios and antennas, and 3. advise how to get
ham radio manufacturers interested in donations.
The gifts of antennas and radios to 9NIAA
so far via my calls for help will go to this
club station as it grows.

Several computers were utilised, thus providing for quick and effective QSL management. The actual QSL design is already
in progress and cards will be ready within
the next two weeks. In the meantime, a
Special Edition H4OAA QSL policy has
been established with the Northern California DX Foundation. Regular QSL requests
should be sent via OH2BN and Special Edition QSL requests (see a separate announcement) via W6OSP.

I welcome DXers input and help.
Thanks and 73, K4VUD 9NI UD Charlie
(Ed: More senior members will recall the

early days of CDXC when we welcomed
Father Moran to a club social gathering at
G3OZF's QTH — Golden Days indeed).

H4OAA IS CLOSING DOWN

It is planned that a web site log checking facility will be available at the H4OAA homepage (http://www.iglou.com/n4gri/h40aa/)
as soon as the multitude of logs are fully
integrated.

(Tnx G3PMR)

The multinational H4OAA expedition will
be closing down entirely at 9 AM local
time, Monday, April 13 (18.00 UTC Sunday) and a Solomon Airlines chartered
Twin-Otter airplane is expected to land
around 21.00 UTC to take the H4OAA
group and their equipment back to Honiara,
the capital of Solomon Islands.

Several parties have enquired about the
history of locating Temotu for consideration
as another new DXCC entity. It all goes
back to 1989-1990 when Martti,
OH2BH/W6 spent long hours at the Fresno
University Library's Map Room in California and researched DMA maps for potential
new counters in the Pacific. Temotu was
found with sufficient distance, and together
with the then H44SH, Stuart Honeysett
(now G6VUO), initial efforts were launched
to mount a first-ever DXpedition to Temotu.
Much to their disappointment, the Solomons
Ministry of Lands indicated that separation
by open water fell just a mile or so short of
the needed 225 miles. It took another eight
years and another revision of maps before
this gap was closed after the ARRL readjusted the 225-mile requirement to
350kilometers.

The expedition set several targets, and either
met or exceeded them in all respects. The
overall QSO target of 65,000 was passed on
Sunday morning and the number of different
stations logged is expected to reach a record
high. A special effort was made to work
those pileups down for one QSO each DXer
in all highly populated areas during the first
phase of the operation.
Two factors will be of specific interest to
the DX audience: there were no more than
five operators on the island at any given
time because of limited facilities. Crew rotation was effected in such a smooth fashion
that continuity and overall operating strategy were maintained without interruption.
While three beam antennas were employed
with five YaesuFT 1000MP/FT900AT based
stations plus amps, logistical operations
were undertaken by individual members as
'hand carry', thus avoiding often risky and

For those who may wish to practise their
math skills, the co-ordinates from both ends
of open water are as follows:
DMA 82499 (based on British Admiralty
chart of 1992) close-up of Santa Cruz Is48

G3LZQ(4)sellec.co.uk (G3LZQ)
peter@g3mlo.dcmon.caulc (G3MLO)
dave.sharred@sagem.co.uk (G3NKC)
g3nug@blintemet.com (G3NUG)
106071.3357@compusene.com (G3OFW)
g3ouf@aoLcom (G3OUFNE6DXX)
VE6DKX@AOL.com (G3OUFNE6DXX)
G302F@btinlernet.com (G3OZF)
davkin@nctcom.co.uk (G3PFS)
BobG3PJT@compuserve.com (G3PJT)
SHACKLOG@aol.com (G3PMR)
jolmsogers@mcmail.com (G3PQA)
G3PSM@compuscrve.com (G3PSM)
g3rfx@compuserve.com (G3RFX)
neil@ackerley.prestel.co.uk (G3RIR)
jkellawa@cellnct.co.uk (G3RTE)
G3RVM@compuserve.com (G3RVM)
petcr_chadwicic@jrnitel.com (G3RZP)
DGYNN@netcomuk.co.uk (G3SBP)
G3SED@qstnet (G3SED)
johnmalt@paston.co.uk (G3SMP)
Phil@g3swh.demon.co.uk (G3SWH)
g3sxw@compuserve.com (G3SXW)
1 06315.707@compuserve.com (03TMA)
g3uot@aolcom (G3UOF)
Lauricmar@aol.com (G3UML)
g3vbl@netcomuk.co.uk (G3VBL)
Steve. wilson®yeg.co.uk (G3VMW)
g3vry@aol.com (G3VRY)
prs87sn4@pop.prestel.co.uk (G3VXJ)
david@aslin.demon.co.uk (G3WGN)
g3wgv@aol.com (G3WGV)
g3wkl@pagneIldemon.co.uk (G3WKL)
bigwoodp(kaesu.demon.co.uk (G3WYW)
g3xtt@linconc.net (G3XTT)
g3xvf@btintcmct.com (G3XVF)
03XRJ(¢)btinternet.com (G3XRJ)
g3ybo@compuserve.com (G3YI30)
G3ZAY@dial.pipex.com (G3ZAY)
peter@lincarampuku-nct.com (G3ZRS)
pbaconGiee.org (03ZSS)
g4buoGadur-press.prestel.co.uk (G4B(JE)
G4BUO®compuservc.com (G4BUO)
g4ccz@dialin.co.uk (G4CCZ)
rondreang@aol.corn (G4CMT)
jkrzyrauslci@sitaaps.org (G4DQW)
g4dyo@aol.com (G4DY0)
hilary@g4jks.demon.co.uk (G4JKS)
g4jvg@BTlnternct.com (G4JVG)
g4kxg@compuscrvc.com (G4KXG)
G4LJF@Compuscrve.Com (G4LJF)
tonyw@mozart.inct.co.th (HSO/G4UAV)
Nick_Langmead@classic.msn.com
(0400E/ZC4EE)
g4oty@compuscrve.com (G4OTY)

steve@g4owt.domon.co.uk (G4OWT)
jolm@g4pdq.demon.eo.uk (G4PDQ)
g4pff@aol.com (G4PFF)
jphart@ibm.net (G4POF)
hutchinsondibleyltd@blintemet.com(G4RGK)
cooperb@g4rko.clemon.co.uk (G4RKO)
ken@g4nvd.demon.co.uk (G4RWD)
jelTg4sof®aol.com (G4SOF)
justin@g4tsh.clemon.co .u1( (G4TSH)
steve@g4uol.demon.co.uk (G4UOL)
nludlow@rammail.ram.co.ulc (G4VJM)
astafTor@deittind.com (G4VPM)
g4vrx@aol.com (G4VRX)
bruce@wavam.com (G4WVX)
richard@babbagc.demonco.uk (G4ZFE)
andy@g4zviclanon.co.uk (G4ZVJ)
corruns@kenwood-elearonics.co.uk (G5HY)
G6LX@aol.com(G6LX)
davdut@paston.co.uk (G6QQ)
andrcw@giOnwg.demon.co.uk (GIONWG)
alex@giOtjj dcmon.co.uk (GIOTJJ)
gi3jfx@dundrum.dcmon.co.uk (013JFX)
fruddell@qub.ac.ulc (GI4MWA)
gj311j@ittnet (GJ3LFJ)
GmOuhc@msn.com (GMOUHC)
mike@stumy.demon.co.uk (GM3PPE)
gm3yts@compuserve.com (GM3YTS)
gm4sid@compuservc.com (GM4SID)
cwm.wilsongicinct.co.uk (GM4UZY)
arakawa@jais.co.uk (GWORTA)
denny.gw3cdp@virgin.net (GW3CDP)
GW4BLE@BTINTERNET.COM (GW4BLE)
gw4bvj@dcmon,co.uk (GW4BVJ)
gw41(hq@btinlcrnet.com (GW4KHQ)
102222.2036(4compuserve.com (HSO/G4JMB)
hlinsholl@monainet.co.th(HSO/KA3TDZ)
i I jqj@amsatorg (I IJQJ)
hggule@onlinc.no (LA6LHA)
jfaxholm@netcomuk.cauk (MOAXP)
wesIcy.r.lamboley@boeing.com (MOBLA/W3WL)
n4to@ct.net (N4TO)
russkham(gvisi.net (N4XDQ)
xrnillcr@ix.netcom.com(NN2C)
hcnr(vankets@rug.ac.be (ON4IZ)
pa3gio@dds.nl (PA3G10)
jp I nwz@cqpub.cajp (JP INWZ)
hcarlola@nutccnct.com.br (PY2DBU)
VE3ZI@Hotmail.com(VE3ZI/G3RBP)
vc3zz@symptilico.ca(VE3ZZ/G4RTGION9CCQ)
auslinlgpirie.mtx.netau (VK5W0)
vr2vf@netvigator.com (VS6VF)
wesibrok@alltel.nel (W4A0)
Thc599Rpt@aol.com (WB2YQH)
bpmf@pixie.00.221 (ZS I FJ

POSTBAG
As you can imagine, this is going to take
some time. As far as possible, I intend to
answer cards in the order in which they have
arrived. Busted calls and other queries will
go to the bottom of the pile. E-mail and bureau requests will be dealt with when all the
direct cards have been despatched. SWL

From Phil Witiichurch, G3SWH:

You might like to know that on 21 April I
took delivery of 30,000 QSL cards for
9MOC and will be starting to answer immediately the 5000 or so direct requests received so far.
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cards will be dealt with on the same basis by
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525.

He did threaten to bring in the RA and I
agreed that this would be the next step. I
even agreed to pay but so far there has been
no sign of them. I am still waiting. The
R7000 has not been erected mainly because
my wife is very unhappy about the thought
of it blowing in the wind. So I am prevented
from enjoying my hobby as I used to and
most of the time use some sort of mobile
whip. Just occasionally I use a rather larger
fibreglass vertical made from an old fishing
pole. Permanently in position is a dipole for
20 metres at the moment. I have worked the
world with this. If I want to use other bands,
I use one of several dipoles installed in the
loft which work quite well.

On behalf of the expedition team, may I
take this opportunity to thank those generous people who included a cash donation
towards the cost of the expedition, in addition to the basic return postage.

From Peter Halls, G4CRY:
Many thanks for the CDXC News letter,
which arrived this morning. Mainly, I would
also like to say a very sincere Thank You
for the 9MOC operation which seems to
have been brought to a very successful conclusion apart from QSLing etc. I wondered
why it was that I had not worked them having decided to get well sorted so that I
would be well organised to get another rare
one in the log. Even if was obliged to take
the mobile rig out, I remember being quite
determined that I would not miss this one.
Then I remember being in hospital for the
vital two weeks. That's twice the same thing
has happened now as I missed Heard !island
for the same reason. I hope that I have better
fortune next time!

It's all OK but I am saddened that people
like this can cause unwarranted trouble for
people like the two of us who have, after all,
gone though all the appropriate procedures.
Meanwhile, I am still on my way to my
DXCC on RTTY using only 50 watts
mostly. 1'1 1 beat him yet.
The only comfort is that the RA seems to be
on 'our' side.
Ed: Having being totally QRT for nearly
eighteen months I have no worries about the
RA, etc! However, the authority should
never be viewed as a threat. In the early
years when I first became licensed I adopted
an attitude somewhat different to that of
many amateurs. When I was hassled by two
neighbours repeatedly about "TVI" I complained about them to the RA and demanded
that action be taken to prevent interference
to my rights to operate my amateur station.
It worked. We live in a fringe area and one
neighbour insisted on using a portable TV
with a built in antenna. Following my complaint the RA arrived at the neighbour's
door, erected a 50 ft mast with a high gain
TV antenna aloft and demonstrated that it
was perfectly feasible to receive a perfect
picture at all times with an efficient antenna.

Re-EMC.
I note also, with wry amusement, G4OBK's
problems with a TVI enthusiastic neighbour
of his on page 27. I have had similar problems with my next door neighbour who actually dug the hole for my mast in the garden. Subsequently, he submitted a complaint to the council and I had to go through
business of submitting a planning application. We are not even allowed to erect a
garden shed here because 'the houses are so
close together. Like Phil, I decided to cure
the TVI permanently and I now have permission to erect an 87000 on the gable end
of my house. I was hoping that Cushcraft
would bring out an R5000 but they have
not I purchased and installed TVI filters for
him and the neighbour on the other side
with complete success. I can now run 400
watts RTTY now if I want to although I
usually stick to 50 watts CW.

The advice to me from the RA was basically
to continue operating QRO as it was entirely
the fault of the neighbour.
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1994
November: the oil company
Exxon signs a contract worth about $35bn
for the exploration rights of the gas fields
north of Natuna Island in the southern part
of the Spratly group. This area is also partly
claimed by China.
1995
8 February: the Philippino
military discovers Chinese fishing huts on
Mischief Reef, 200km from the Philippino
island of Palawan.

nados' (URE) November 1997, translated to
Swedish by Erland, EA7/SM7COS, and
published in 'QTC' (SSA) March 1998,
translated to English by 2E1FHJ and
G4JVG. Amateur radio information compiled by G4JVG from the DX World
Guide', articles by KQIF and N200, and
conversations with VK4DHM.

XV4 VIETNAMESE SPRATLYS
-

Some time ago, I, i.e. XV7SW, and my

1995
28 March: the Philippines chase
away the fishermen and destroy the Chinese
fishing nets at Mischief Reef.
1995
31 March: Taiwanese patrol
boats on the way to the Spratly Islands decide to turn back half way.
1995
7 April: Indonesia claims sovereignty over Natuna's gasfield.
1995
April: 9M0A operation by
Japanese DXers and Ray Gerrard, 9M2OM
/G3NOM.
1996
DXers.

Second 9MOA operation by JA

1997
March: Paul Young, K1XM,
and Charlotte Richardson, KQ1 F, operate as
9M6TPR and 9M6TCP respectively from
Pulau Layang Layang, making 6200 QSOs.
1997
August: Bob Schenk, N200;
Bob Hamilton, NOUR (ex-KOIYF); and Jani
Kusmulyana, YBOUS / KO4J, operate for
3.5 days as 9M600 from Pulau Layang
Layang, making just under 10,000 QSOs.
1997
August: Pekka, OH2YY, operates for two days from Pulau Layang Layang as 9M6P0.
1998
February: CDXC 9MOC DXpedition makes 65,524 QSOs in 12 days from
Pulau Layang Layang.
Source: Historical information written by
Wolfgang, DC3MF, translated to Spanish
by EA5OL and published in 'Radioaficio-

countryman Torsten, XV7TH, were granted
licenses to operate from the Vietnamese
Spratlys during the month of April. The
callsigns we have been given by the DGPT
(the telecoms authority in Hanoi) are
XV4SW and XV4TH. Hurdle No. I thus
cleared.
Unfortunately, though, despite official
backing from my former workplace, our application for actually visiting Truong Sa Islands was politely turned down by the Ministry of Defence, replying, "At the present
time, the Ministry of Defence of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam does not have the
policy to organise visits by foreigners to
Dao Truong Sa".
QSL via my home call SM5MX.

9N1MM MEMORIAL STATION
Many fondly remember Father Moran who
gave many deserving 9N1MM over the

years. In his memory and for the furthering
of ham radio in Nepal, Mr. Satish Kharel
(9N1AA) and I (9N1UD) have begun to establish a memorial club station in Father
Moran's memory.
We will ask for his old call for the station
and our plans are to locate it, sooner or later,
in a space which will allow easy visitor operations and good training for more native
Nepal hams.
I call on all DXers world wide to 1. send
me advice on getting this project developed,
2. prepare to support the establishment of
club 9N1MM with funding and gifts of ra-

April:
Attempted German
1983
DXpedition led by Baldur Drobnica, DJ6SI,
to Amboyna Cay ends disastrously when the
group's yacht is sunk by gunfire. Two German amateurs are killed.

lieved to have been on Spratly Island itself.
The Philippines occupy three of
1969
the Spratly islands.
Americans start to build a radar
1969
station, but it is closed in 1971.

May: Chito, DU I CK, and
1983
Waling, DUI US, operate as ISICK from
Panata (Lankiam) Cay.

1973
February: A five-man DXpedition operates as ISIA from Spratly Island.
Operators are Scotty Gantt, WB4VBY;
Travis 'Pete' Pedersen, W5ZSX (now
N5TP); Don Rieboff, K7CBZ (later K7ZZ);
John 'Chester' Lunsford, W4EVG/XV5AC;
and Frank Ostrich, WB4UZP.

Brunei establishes an exclusive
1984
economic zone around Louisa Reef, in the
western part of the group, but stops short of
claiming it.
1987
China occupies Frey Cross Reef
and Carterton Reef.

1974
The Chinese occupy the Vietnamese-owned Paracel Islands.

The Chinese and Vietnamese
1988
navies clash at Johnson (Chigua) Reef.
Vietnamese ships are sunk. There are differing accounts of the loss of life: some say
seven, other that 70 - 80 people died. China
occupies the area.

Vietnam re-asserts control over
1975
islands formerly occupied by South Vietnam.
1978
China occupies six islands,
taking control away from Vietnam. Meanwhile, the Philippines occupies a fourth island.

1990
April - May: Romeo, 3W3RR /
UB5JRR, operates as ISOXV and 1SIRR,
along with UL7PCZ, RL8PY and RL8PZ.

KP2A, N200, N4WW, KIMM,
1979
K4SMX and VK2BJL sail to Amboyna
Cay, believing it to be unoccupied. They are
fired upon and take refuge in Brunei.

Indonesia organises the first an1991
nual informal meeting (the South China Sea
Workshop) between the six states with
claims on the Spratly group. Indonesia's aim
is to provide a peaceful solution to the
problem. Malaysia prepares for tourism on
one of the reefs (ie Pulau Layang Layang).

1979
April: Bill Poellmitz, K 1MM;
K4SMX; and Harry Mead, VK2BJL (now
VK4DI-LM) return to the Spratly group and
operate for some 70 hours from Barque
Canada Reef as 1SIDX. KP2AA, N200
and N4WW remain behind in Brunei, from
where N200 operated as VS500.

1991
September: Romeo, 3W3RR,
operates as ISORR along with Harry,
RA3AUU, UA9MA and 4K20T. Some
doubts were raised as to whether they were
really in the Spratly group, but the DXpedition still counts for DXCC.

1979
21 December: Malaysia claims
Swallow Reef (Layang Layang) and builds a
base.

May: Eshee Razak, 9M2FK;
1993
Simo Hoikka, 9V 1 YW; Marko Myllymaki,
AB6NJ; Akito Nagi, JA5DQH; Wayne
Mills, N7NG; Jouko Hayrynen, OHINYP;
Martti Larne, OH2BH; Lasse Oka,
OH2MAK; and Jim Duffy, WA6AUE, operate as 9MOS from Pulau Layang Layang,
making around 36,000 QSOs.

1980
January: Malaysia annexes
some reefs in the southern and southwestern
parts of Swallow Reef. A second Malaysian
base is built on Amboyna Cay.
1982
International conflict between
Malaysia and Vietnam, due to the claim on
Amboyna Cay.
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From Tony Blackburn, GOREP:

rarely believe any station, which demands a
direct QSL or greenstamps etc., especially if
there is a fully functioning bureau in that
country. Yes, I do know that not all amateurs subscribe to their bureaux for various
reasons and yes, I am aware that there may
be a perfectly valid reason for that particular
station to be outside the umbrella of its national organisation. But if you are sitting on
a particularly desirable piece of real estate
and you are committed enough to switch on
your radio, you have to expect that people
will want to speak to you, if only to ultimately receive your card. Being so committed you should therefore expect any
eventuality, including cards through the bureau. If not you shouldn't bother or get a
manager somewhere who is.

After reading the missive from Jorgen Faxholm (MOAXP) in the current issue of the
Newsletter, regarding QSL practises or
seemingly more correctly, the lack of them.
I thought I ought to add my tuppen'orth for
what it's worth.
From my earliest recollections as an avid
SWL, the biggest thrill by far, apart from
logging a distant station for the first time,
was to receive confirmation of my subsequent report by way of a QSL. It didn't take
me long, however, to realise that the antics
of a few were tainting the reputation of the
many.
In particular I recall a 5B4 of American extraction who, being of dubious parentage,
took hard earned greenstamps off me on
four separate occasions, before I realised
that the blood on the wall was the same as
on my forehead and I knew enough was
enough. It was only much later that I learnt
that this 'Amateur' was proud of the fact
that he never responded to listener reports. I
suppose if one were charitable, it could be
claimed that my card was unsolicited and he
therefore had every right to retain my card
and envelope with its contents. My view is
somewhat different: people of that ilk always seem fully aware of their rights, but
show a remarkable lack of perspicuity when
it comes to their responsibilities. Never for
one moment considering the goals or aspirations of others, indeed, silly as it seems
now, I needed desperately confirmation of
Cyprus at that time and he was determined I
wouldn't get it, not from him anyway. To
me he was a thief, as surely as if he had rifled my pocket without my knowledge, I
thought that then and I still do now and I
have yet to see anything that would persuade me to change my view. Sadly he
wasn't the only one, there have been many
more since.

So how did I deal with my own situation?
Immediately I received my licence, I resolved to keep a comprehensive record of
any QSL's sent. In the case of direct QSL's,
return envelopes are consecutively numbered, so that even a person of my limited
intelligence can spot the gaps. Anyone who
fails this test goes on my blacklist regardless
of how choice is the DX. Unfortunately this
list to date does not make for pretty reading
- of the 1600+ direct QSL's sent with, in
some cases, more than adequate return postage, I have a return rate of slightly more
than 34%. A result which is poor by anyone's standard and an expensive experience
to boot.
Where does that leave me? Well, unlike the
majority of you serious DXers, I operate a
station which, for various reasons, is well
below optimum. I hesitate to say just how
limited on the grounds that this is a serious
magazine for serious DXers, but I use R
Vamey's ubiquitous bit of wire, bent into all
sorts of shapes, to improve the radiation
pattern (sounds so good I almost believe it
myself) and a measly 25 watts ERP. Having
now accounted for the really serious
amongst you, (they've gone elsewhere to
read something else), I'll continue for the
three of you left. The set-up does work - just
how well depends almost entirely on the

So was it any different when I became licensed? Regrettably, not. The only difference now is that people seem prepared to
speak falsely from their own lips. I very
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level of QRM and the undoubted efficiency
of the station at the other end. You see, with
• almost the same set-up three years ago sitting on a lump of volcanic rock in the middle of the pacific, I worked 8000+ stations
in 6 weeks operating for no more than 4
hours a day. Now I wouldn't delude myself
into thinking I was a big signal back here in
Europe. I know I wasn't and I know what
success I had was down to the other stations
wanting to work me for a change, but I did
work a good proportion of Europeans. In
total to date I have received over 6,000
cards, many through the bureau for which,
at some expense, I endeavoured to reply
promptly. Why, you may ask? Simply this,
that by virtue of switching on my radio in
the first place, I was openly soliciting cards
and, perhaps more importantly, I recognised
that in most things that people do, however
limited and for whatever reason, there is
generally some goal for that individual at
the end of it. In radio it could be DXCC,
Honour Roll or some other award and it's
my view that it is an inalienable duty of any
individual to respect the aims and aspirations of others, a fact which appears lost on
an increasing number of individuals within
this fraternity. I suppose I shouldn't be all
that surprised since my father, a bit of a pes-

simist, used to proclaim "never expect too
much of people - you won't be disappointed"

220
Nansha island is visited by Chinese monks, who build a monastery on the
island. They leave the island in 789AD.

So, what of my future? My goal at this moment is pretty small beer; it has to be. I only
wish to achieve IOTA listing, but even that
small feat is beyond me since I am unable to
obtain confirmation from either of the two
Antarctic stations I have worked and no, before you ask, VKOIR isn't one of them. I
tried, God knows how I tried, but the combination of my little signal, the cacophony
of QRM and those big stations working
them on every band, including their waist,
and then working them again just for the
hell of it, made it impossible. So I'm still
waiting, torn between achieving this goal
and progressing to the next, or going back to
another passion of my youth. No, not that,
but racing pigeons. At least when I sent
them out I never got less than 50% back!

990
Spratly Islands becomes part of
North Sung, Hainan.

The author of this missive is responsible for
cards for the following stations, YJOARE,
GB4KLH, GB800SA, GB I IONS,
GB2ISA, GB4FTS and numerous expeditions around the Scots, Welsh and English
Islands for which I QSL any which way Honest.

PENALLT
Roland Smithers, G4HSD
The double L (LL) is pronounced as in
Llandudno and the stress falls on the second
syllable of the word. If you're English just
try saying it.

the great trouble and expense of obtaining a
photocopy of a January page from my log
book. This I posted (2nd class) to our honorary and honourable Awards Manager with
a covering note saying I hoped this pathetic
entry wouldn't win (there were 9 band
countries in it) but I thought that he ought to
receive at least one!

Never mind; our esteemed Chairman says
"Pennawh" and we all know what he
means so let's settle for that, ignorant Anglians that we are.

I am convinced that's all he did receive because, lo and behold, I was called upon to

In the March '97 Newsletter there was an
appeal for entries to the Low Bands competition for the Trophy bearing the above
name. Having been a Boy Scout and being
a compulsive facilitator of lame canine endeavours to traverse stiles, I put myself to

accept the lovely silver cup in front of an
international gathering of top amateurs at
the Windsor HF Convention Diner. Wow!
Fame at last. Great dinner too!

14

1121
Kubla Lan (?Khan) controls
most of the islands.
The islands are mapped for the
1211
first time on a Chinese map.

1887
France builds the first lighthouse on Amboyna Cay.
1899
The French annex the Paracel
and Spratly islands and attempt to do the
same at Pratas.
1901
The Japanese chase away the
French from Pratas. In 1908 they sell the
island to China.
1902
Chinese warships attack the
French bases on Spratly.

1406 - 1444 Most of the reefs and small islands are now shown on Chinese charts. In
1436 the Ming dynasty produced an excellent map of the area.

1908
China grants guano privileges
on the islands to British-Australian Guano
Limited.

1530
Alvares de Diego, one of Alburquerque's seafarers, discovers further islets and reefs on his trip to what will become Macau.

1930
War between Japan and France
over the rights to the Paracel Islands and
some reefs in the northwest part of the
Spratly group.

1606
Andreas de Pessora discovers
some of the westernmost islands in the
Spratly group and names one of them Santa
Esmeralda Pequena (today known as Pessora).

1933
France officially declares that
Spratly and Amboyna Cay are part of
French Indochina.

1791
The English Captain Spratler
arrives in the islands and the island group is
given his name. Spratler was amongst a
group of explorers led by a Captain Collets.
Seven years later they build an observation
tower on the island of Itu Aba, the remains
of which can still be seen today.
1802
Vietnam claims some of the islands in the group and builds a military base
on Amboyna Cay.
1804
HMS Macclesfield moors at an
exposed reef, which is named after the ship.
1883
The Germans claim some of the
islands in the group, but the Chinese government threatens war. After negotiations
between the two governments, the Germans
arrive in the Tsingtau area.
1885
The Chinese declare sovereignty over all the islands in the Spratly
group.

1933 - 1944Spratly Islands occupied by Japan and used as submarine bases in WWII.
1946
China declares that Spratly is
part of Guangdong Province.
1946
Kuomintang forces occupy Itu
Aba. Taiwan probably still controls it.
1947 - 1948The Philippines occupies some
of the eastern islands, including Scarborough Reef, and build a navigation light and
observation tower on the southern rocks.
1951
At a San Francisco conference,
Japan renounces all claims to the Spratly
Islands, but no resolution was made as to
who did own the islands.
1956
The Philippines builds a military base on North Danger Reef.
1961
Taiwan annexes several reefs in
the northwest part of the Spratly group.
1965
October: Don Miller, W9WNV,
makes the first Amateur Radio operation
from the Spratlys as IS9WNV. He is be-

"....alarmingly expensive", "....some of the
grimmest and ugliest buildings", "....poor
plumbing" - the phrases leapt out at me
from the pages.

range of amateurs as possible - but, having
said that, there was a great four-page fullcolour article on the 9MOC Spratly DXpedition written by Don Field, G3XTT, in the
April issue! Don also writes a monthly 'I-1F
Happenings' column for the magazine,
which covers all the latest ELF DX news, and
for those who are into 6m DX, top 50MHz
DXer Geoff Brown, GJ4ICD, writes the
monthly 'VHF / UHF Message' column. If
you haven't seen a copy of Ham Radio Today recently, do try to get hold of one. If
you can't find it in the newsagent, drop me
an e-mail and I'll tell you how to get hold of
a copy. End of free plug!

I had to look at the cover once again to
check; I wasn't sure if it was a horror guide
or just an honest guide. The very firm impression given was of a country with beautiful countryside but a nation inhabited by
unwashed, hobby-obsessed people, who
speak in impenetrable accents and who
"don't understand that a shower is one of
life's basic ingredients".
We landed safely at Heathrow a few minutes later.

REFLECTIONS ON 1997
CONTXPEDITION

I couldn't help reflecting on the guidebook
as the rather ancient bus wended it's slow
way along the Thames Valley heading for
where the UK's premier DX Club was
founded - The Chiltern Hills. "Was the
author a radio ham?" I wondered. "Hobbyobsessed" was certainly fairly close to the
mark In other countries you don't seem to
get ordinary people who have become world
authorities on African frog species, butterflies of the Sahel or whatever. As for the
shower bit - well it sounded to me like the
author may have had an experience in the
event I was heading for - National HF Field
Day!

John Krzymuski, G4DQW/N2QW
Ah! the things we do for radio I mused at
37,000 feet over the ocean. It had only been
two months since I had moved to the Land
of the Free (Cholesterol Free that is) and
here I was, already heading for an island
destination to 'play radio'.
So obscure was the destination that I'd seen
no mention of it in the news media in the
weeks prior to my departure. I noticed that
my neighbour on the aircraft was clearly
better prepared than me and had been ensconced for most of the flight in his "Lonely
Planet" guidebook. Sensing my interest, he
offered me the book for a few minutes.

Blend operating skills, technical expertise
and logistics and add to the recipe the usual
battle with the elements into a continuum of
fun. That's NFD - for me and many others
it's a highlight of the contesting year.

"Good Lord. What have I let myself in for
?" I thought as I quickly scanned the pages.
Having come from the bright lights and
razzmatazz of New York I felt a shiver run
up my spine as I contemplated our destination. "Well, at least I won't be going to the
cities", I thought as I read the description of
one of them in the centre of the country as "
a dismal cityscape of car parks, ring roads
and windswept shopping precincts".

(G4DQW and G3OZF have formed the core
of the CDXC team entry in the restricted
section - G3OZF/P - for the last few years,
bettering their position each year.)

the afternoon on-air session. Back on at
2234 (risking prime time TV) for an EU on
160m and 3 more on 80m. 53 and counting.

Humble 100W to a dipole, ancient novice
that I am, the victory appears to me to be
somewhat hollow — though the story made a
lot of mileage in pubs and clubs. I therefore
felt it behoved me to put in a rather more serious effort for 1997/98, where from ensued
a mad and wonderful week.

Tuesday 6th. Still on 80m — 4 EU's and a W
between 0001 and 0300. Early night. On
again at 1255 — 3 EU's on 40m by 1600.
Top Band at 2130 — 3 more EU's plus another on 80m. 64 so far.

Domestic and social circumstances are such
that my normal operating hours are,
roughly, 0130-0230 and 1500-1600. For this
"more serious effort" I fired up my beloved
FTI000MP at midnight on 3rd January. Got
4 Europeans on Top Band, 5 on 80m and 3
plus a W on 40m. QRT 0313. Fair start.
What a luxury to be able to call almost
every station you hear — they all count at
this stage. Normally, as a G DXer, I curse
the wall of massive European stations (no
prefixes, no pack drill) thwarting my ambitions. Now, each and every one is a desirable object. 7 EU's on 40m between 1507
and 1600. Day I and 20 in the bag.

Wednesday 7th. 0000-0245 — 2 EU's on
80m then, on 40m — OY, 4Z, UA9. Again
on from 1330-1735 produced 3 EU's on
40m and 5 on 80m. Cumulative — 77.
Thursday 8th. Oh what a beautiful morning.
On 80m — 9K2MU at 0108, 4S7CF at 0115,
EA8CN at 0129 and LU1ZC at 0157. I
reckon that has to be the best 40 minutes of
air time I've ever had. Thought the LU was
in Argentina until the penny dropped. Of
course, DX News Sheet — South Shetland
Islands — a new one. My No.234 and a QSL
address — Euphoria. Must have gone to bed
because there was no further log entry until
1645 — greyline time, but on this occasion
producing on 5 EU's on 80m. Nice one later
— 1st 160m JW at 2226. Count now 87 so
the target has to be a century.

Sunday 4th. Top Band, 0011 — Leighton
GWOLBI, 0033 — Rien PAORBA, 0102 —
Wilf GDOIFU. That's the other thing about
this competition — you have the chance of a
little chat with old friends, a joy I'd almost
forgotten. Since January '94, when I started
DXing, all I've wanted to hear anyone send
me is "599" — miserable, anti-social swine
that I am. Then 0108 — TF3KX, my first TF
on 160m wow! Between 0120 and 0205
80m — 5 EU's including ZB2. 0228 to 0315
40m 0 EM, 8P6 and SVI.

Friday 9th, Ye Gods, the last day already.
Between 0000 and 0300 — 2 EU's on 80m;
CU2, TA3 and an SP on 40m. Weekend's
shopping, my usual quick listen at 1413 (on
40m) and there's GM3MXN, Tom in Glasgow, running 2w and hitting 599. Och! Off
to the club for Friday cheers and beers then
back to grab a JA and an LY on 40m and 2
more EU's on 80m between 1630 and 1800.
Afternoon kip. Cook, serve, eat and clear
dinner. Short domestic discourse. Rush upstairs with 3 countries (say 4 for insurance)
needed. 160m: 2209 YL, 2216 ON. No.99.
Then, tantalisingly, nothing but "had its" for
55 minutes. C'mon, c'mon. Ah! There he is
— lovely man — HB9AFZ on 80m at 2313.
Frank in Tessin. That's it! That's the ton!
Dunnit! Now, just one more for luck. But
that was not until 2355, still on 80m, when
VOIGW, George in Marystown, and I happily talked out the remaining minutes of my

What's all this then? QRV at1307 working a
local lad on Top Band? How about the gardening, painting/ decorating or "little jobs"
usually done at this time on a Sunday? Out
of the window and down the tubes, I fear;
the bug's got me! A G on 80m, 7 EU's on
40m. QRT 1605. 41 on the score sheet at the
end of Day 2 — isn't it a wonderful world?

A HISTORY OF SPRATLY
AD

I looked apprehensively through the windows of the aircraft as the captain announced the start of the descent.

Most of the Paracel, Spratly and
59
Pratas islands are known through Chinese
Han dynasty geographical charts.
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Monday 5th (but no Monday morning blues
for me). 40m 0148 — J8 followed by PP, VA
and 4 EU's. A quick look at 80m reveals
3B8CF — you beauty! And so to bed — 0345.
This is golfing day so, sadly, missed out on
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contest time allocation. One HUNDRED
and ONE. What a way to go.

you, on Sunday 11th, my son G4CWH came
down and, operating /P, knocked off 190
QSOs in 4 hours on 80m for AFS. That put
my effort into perspective.

Saturday 10th. Worked the pile-up - plenty
of housework but nothing in the log!

I have undoubtedly won the Penallt Trophy
again this year (unless there are any other
entrants). Next year I shall match Steve,
GW4BLE's record by winning three times
in a row.... Unless..... CU in test.

The 101 were band countries but there were
actually 60 DXCC countries among them,
giving a flying start to my entry in this
year's Sutton and Cheam Radio Society
Annual DX Contest. Can't be bad. Mind

CDXC ANNUAL DINNER, 1998
Steve Telenius Lowe, G4JVG, Vice Chairman
-

time it was really too late for the 20m short
path opening. I did hear them one evening
after work, but extremely weak (it was well
past the time you'd expect to work H4) just
as I switched on, only for them to announce
they were going to 10 metres. No chance at
all on that band!

propagation to that part of the world. The
whole of VK, from VK6 through to VK4,
was coming in at S9+ (even on my dipole!)
and there were loud ZLs. I heard FW2EH
and a ZK I - not strong, but workable. I even
listened on 18MHz in case they were there
instead, and although I heard other Pacific
stations there too, there was nothing from
H4OAA.

I was away on Saturday 4 April, but tried on
the Sunday afternoon. Ah - at last, there's
Martti, OH2BH, with a good signal on
14195, listening 14200 - 14210kHz. That's
good, not too wide a split. Now I'll be able
to get them.

I was away again over Easter, so I did not
get another attempt at the short path opening, when I know they were working
Europe. Quite why they chose to ignore the
long path European opening, I don't know but they had 'only' two stations, and possibly the 0630 - 0730GMT time slot was a
peak time for the USA on another band.

-

The club's annual dinner took place at the
Watermill Hotel, Bourne End, near Hemel
Hempstead on 21 March. This was a new
locale, as the previous venue in Reading
was not available this year.

before we have a second Cypriot member in
our ranks.
As the dinner began and the wine started to
flow, Neville, G3NUG, and Trish Cheadle
took advantage of the conviviality of the occasion - and the lowering of everyone's resistance - by selling raffle tickets. Trish in
particular must have been an excellent
salesperson in a former life and very few
attending did not buy a strip of at least five
tickets from her.

Despite the new, and - to some - unfamiliar
location, there was a good turn-out of
around 50 members and wives who sat
down to dinner. It was good to welcome
new member David Courtier-Dutton,
G3FPQ, to his first CDXC social event.
Although a new member, David is, of
course, well known to many DXers - there
can't have been many present who have not,
at some time, been beaten by G3FPQ in a
pile-up!

The draw was made before the coffee at the
end of the meal and there are photos of
some of the lucky prize winners elsewhere
in this magazine. Thanks to CDXC member
Barry Cooper, G4RKO, formerly of Yaesu
(UK), there were a couple of Yaesu prizes
which Barry had donated before he moved
on. A Yaesu YS-60 SWR / power meter was
won by Peter Hart, G3SJX; whilst I was
lucky enough to pick up a Yaesu MD-100
deluxe desk microphone - great because I
have a Yaesu rig, but only the hand mic that
goes with it.

Some members had travelled a considerable
distance to attend the dinner, including
Colin Thomas, G3PSM, and his wife Gwen,
G4JYL; and Mike Devereux, G3SED, all of
whom travelled from Southampton, and
Victor Brand, G3JNB, who came from the
wilds of Norfolk for the evening. Those who
travelled the furthest distance, though, were
non-member Alf Wilson, 5B4AFB (exG3PGG, EP2TW) and his wife Doreen, who
flew in from Cyprus on the day of the dinner. Alf presented me with a QSL containing 10 band-mode QSOs with 9MOC. We
missed a golden opportunity to sign Alf up
as a CDXC member, but with family still in
the UK, he returns to the old country from
time to time and I trust it won't be too long

Tony Canning, GOOPB, whilst primarily a
CW operator, was nevertheless delighted to
win one of the excellent Heil Proset headphones / boom mic combinations, which
was donated by CDXC member Martin
Lynch, G4HKS, of M L & S. Both Tony
and I can vouch for how good these Heil
units are, as we had used them for many
hours on end during the 9MOC DXpedition -
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But what's he doing? He's working by
country. First SM, then LA, then OH. He
quickly went on to FIB9 - you certainly
couldn't accuse him of favouring OHs, he
was even working the Finnish stations in
English so the pile-up would know what
was going on. That's good. After HB9 came
OE and DL, then PA, then ON, and finally
G. He worked about four or five Gs and
then went on to F. I couldn't hear any of the
Gs, so I didn't know what frequency to call
on. I called 'blind' on the frequency of the
last ON that he had worked, but I had a
feeling I was not going to get through. After
F he went on to SPs and I knew that by the
time he got round to G again there'd be no
propagation left.

I'm not complaining. Clearly with 65,000
plus QSOs, this was a successful DXpedition, and if I had not been away over easter,
or if I had been able to get to a rig during
the afternoon in the week, I would almost
certainly have been able to work Temotu.
But it was interesting to see how just how
easy it was to miss a major DXpedition even when I thought I was looking for them
on the right band at the right time. Perhaps
our anonymous UK operator who didn't
hear 9MOC wasn't such a lid after all!
This experience was not entirely a waste of
time for me: 3D2CB on Rotuma had a great
signal on 18MHz and was amazingly easy
to work. I don't even have an antenna for
that band, so used my 80m quarter-wave
wire, which had an SWR of around 10:1.
Working 3D2CB so easily proved to me that
I WAS on the right band(s) at the right time
for the Pacific. It also gave me one of those
wonderful "nearly fell off the chair" experiences when 3D2CB came back with my full
callsign, no repeat required, after only a few
calls, when using an untuned bit of wire
with a massive SWR!

I'm sure the thought that went through
Martti's mind was that DXers would feel
they had a better chance of getting through
if he was only taking calls from a single
country at a time. However, I felt the opposite was the case. He was only working Gs
for between five and ten minutes - I'd have
been happy to call for half an hour, or for
however long it took, knowing that, providing there was propagation, and with a hot
operator like OH2BH at the other end, I
would get through eventually.
But not to worry, it's only the 5 th, they're
there for another nine days, and I'm bound
to get them one morning on the long path. I
listened each day but heard nothing from
H4OAA, even though I knew there was

For those members who don't know, I have
now taken over as editor of Ham Radio Today magazine. I won't be turning it into a
DX magazine - it has to appeal to as wide a
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tions are not repeated and that someone
has a full overview of problems and
queries)

hear us was beyond our ken .

2.

Try to have at least two information
downloads to the expedition per day.

3.

Ensure that feedback is returned from
the expedition as quickly as possible after each download and is disseminated
rapidly to all pilots and support team
members.

Since returning home, I have spoken to
many amateurs who knew all about the
DXpedition, but failed to work us. In most
cases, they said that they had heard us, but
could not get through the pile-up. In many
cases, I suspect they heard a big pile-up and
gave up without really trying at all. I've often been `guilty' of this thought process myself, because I am only using wire antennas
and although I do use a linear when I need
to, I can't help but think of all those stations
calling with big beams AND with linears as
well! What goes through your mind is: "I
will NEVER get through with that lot canine.

4.

Have a single person responsible for officially releasing information on the web
site and global DX reflectors.

5.
Publicise in advance the things the
pilots will NOT do - e.g. check if a QSO is
in the log, set up skeds.

"AND YET, AND YET...."
Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG, CDXC
Vice-Chairman
Towards the end of the 9MOC Spratly
DXpedition, and with something like 55,000
QSOs in the log by this stage, we were bemused to receive a message via Chief Pilot
G3ZAY from a UK operator (not a CDXC
member!) who claimed that he had not even
heard us yet. What were we doing? Why
weren't we on the bands when he was
looking for us? At the time, we thought it
was a `wind-up' - I remember someone
making a caustic comment along the lines of
"well, if he will listen for us at midday on
topband, there's not a lot we can do about
it!"
Our feeling was that we were on as many
bands as we could be - at times on six bands
simultaneously - and we were working our
target areas of, firstly, the East Coast of
North America and, secondly, Europe,
whenever there was propagation. We felt,
certainly towards the end of the expedition,
that anyone who had really wanted to work
us should have been able to do so, and how
anybody could possibly have failed to even

And yet, and yet...

Martin had donated a couple of Prosets to
the DXpedition too!

presentation on CDXC's first major DXpedition as a club - the 9MOC Spratly Island
DXpedition. CDXC members who attended
the dinner were the first to see the slide
show and presentation which will be seen
by many local radio clubs throughout the
country, in Visalia and Dayton in the USA
in May, at Friedrichshafen in Germany in
June, and at the RSGB HF and IOTA Convention at Windsor in the autumn. It's true
to say that the Spratly DXpedition is the
single thing which has most raised the profile of CDXC, both nationally and internationally. Don is also working on a video,
having recorded many hours of raw material
during the expedition, and he is now getting
professionals in to attend to the editing and
recording of the sound track. It's hoped to
have a really super video of the DXpedition
available for showing at the major conventions.

.

And yet... very often, I surprise myself
when I hear the DX station come back to
me. It just shows that a well timed call on
exactly the right frequency is often more
important than brute strength, although the
strength of the signal is, of course, important too. I guess it's a little bit like the
QRPer who gets a kick out of working anybody with his flea power - I get a sort of
perverse pleasure when I'm able to work the
DX using just wire antennas.
But to get back to the subject of not even
hearing a major DXpedition, I almost went
through the same experience with the
H4OAA Temotu DXpedition. I'm sure that
from their perspective, with 65,000 QSOs in
the log, they must have thought that any
DXer in the UK who wanted to work them
could have done so. And yet, how was it
from this end?
I ran a propagation prediction which suggested that, as you might expect, 20m long
path in the morning would be a good time to
work H4. Consequently, I was looking for
them around 0630 - 0730GMT on 14MHz
SSB from 1 April - at first not every day,
but most mornings. Nothing heard. I leave
the house for work at 0730 and usually am
not back until around 1800GMT, by which

It's good to have CDXC members in important places, and thanks to Mike Devereux, G3SED, Nevada donated one of
their new range of large-scale SWR meters.
This was won by Roger Nolan, G3KWK.
It wouldn't be a proper raffle without some
bottles, and a 10-year old Glenmorangie,
donated by Don Beattie, G3OZF, was won
by Brendan O'Brien, GOUCT, whilst Colin
Thomas, G3PSM, and Ian Shepherd,
G4LJF, each won bottles of a good Spanish
red wine, donated by Neville.
Brendan, GOUCT, must have been on a
winning streak, and returned to pick up a
box of chocs. Another box of chocolates
was won by Barry Phillimore, G4VXT. The
chocolates were apparently donated anonymously, so thanks very much to the mystery
benefactor! In fact, sincere thanks to all the
sponsors. Not only did the raffle help to
make it a really good fun evening, but it
raised around £250 for club funds, which
means we will be able to afford to sponsor
more DXpeditions.

It's interesting to note that in the audience
were five of the seven UK DXers who made
QSOs with 9MOC on all nine FIF bands G3FPQ, G3KMA, G3PJT, G3ZAY and
GOWAZ. The other two - G3GIQ and
G3HTA - are also members but could make
it to the dinner this time.

After the raffle Neville announced he had a
couple of important presentations to make.
Both David Mann, GOHXN, and Mike Potter, G4PFF, had served on the CDXC
Committee for around seven years each, and
had stepped down at the last AGM to take a
well-deserved break. The current Committee decided unanimously that both deserved
to be awarded CDXC's prestigious Merit
Plaques for their years of service to the club.
David was presented with his plaque at the
dinner, whilst Mike's was accepted on his
behalf by his next-door neighbour - Alan
Jubb, G3PMR. Unfortunately Mike was unable to attend this year's dinner - but for the
very best of reasons: it was Mike and Ann's
30th wedding anniversary that weekend, and
they were celebrating elsewhere!

The socialising went on in the bar of the
Watermill into the wee small hours of the
morning. I had to leave before 1.00am, but
the bar was still crowded then, with many
people who perhaps had travelled a little
further afield staying overnight at the hotel,
thanks to a special rate negotiated by the
club.
Thanks to "the two Alans", Alan Jubb,
G3PMR, and Alan Holdsworth, GOSAH, for
organising the event. If you didn't attend
you missed out on a great social evening.
There are those who say they get little out of
the club other than the Newsletter. If you
fall into this category do try to get to the
dinner next year: it would be great to see
you there.

After the dinner, Neville and Don gave a
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for incoming comments and requests tends
to be mid-evening in each continent and
thus a single daily compilation may contain
material that is up to 24 hours old. If the expedition then responds after a further 24
hours there is a danger that people will become impatient and the effort will be
wasted.

LIFE AS A PILOT
Martin Atherton, G3ZAY
In recent years it has become increasingly
common for DXpeditions to appoint one or
more -pilots- to act as communication channels between the Deserving masses and the
DXpedition. Their main task, as indicated
by the word -pilot-, is to steer the expedition
between the massive and shifting reefs of
unsatisfied demand, and the smaller but
equally dangerous rocks of outraged nonDXers whose favourite frequencies may be
taken over for the duration.

Rosemary Whelan, Beryl Jubb, Ursula Shepherd and Ian Shepherd,
G4LJF, tuck into the four-course dinner

Mike Devereux, G3SED, engages Trish Cheadle in conversation whilst Eva
Telenius-Lowe, 2E1FHJ; Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG; and Chris Beattie,
G3YDR, share a joke.
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In the case of 9MOC, we had a North
American pilot, a Japanese pilot, and myself
as European/Chief Pilot and all information
was transferred by e-mail. Information
flowed to the expedition only from the chief
pilot who compiled daily bulletins at 2200
(main bulletin) and 0900 (supplementary
bulletin). Expedition responses, which appeared at least once a day, were sent to all
pilots simultaneously to facilitate responses
to individual e-mails but only the Chief Pilot was authorised to publish information on
the web page.

The most important piloting task is the production of a regular, daily, summary of the
main concerns of the DXers. These will almost certainly include imbalances between
time spent on different modes, missed band
openings, poor choices of listening frequency, and poor or confusing operating
habits. All these points should be distilled
into a short message which can either be
read to the expedition over the air or downloaded via e-mail. The reason for stressing
brevity is that the expedition members' first
pre-occupation should be making QSOs
rather than wading through lengthy administrative messages. It follows then that the
pilots should not be expected either to confirm that individual QSOs are -in the log- or
to set up skeds for individuals; these tasks if
done for more than a small handful of operators are both bandwidth and time intensive and the expedition will normally be
better off just working people as they hear
them.

For 9MOC the traffic was heaviest in North
America, moderate in Europe, and very light
in Japan, leading me to propose the -Piloting
Square Law- that traffic is proportional to
the square of the distance from the expedition.
The constant of proportionality in this equation depends both on the amount of publicity given to the pilots roles and e-mail addresses (a link from the web site is very
helpful here) and on the ambitions of the
expedition itself. A 20m, SSB only, operation is going to generate much less traffic
than one which sets out to work all bands
and all modes.
At a later stage in the event the pilots can
play a valuable morale boosting role and
keep the team buzzing by forwarding the bouquets- from satisfied DXers who have
had their needs met on various bands and
modes.

In order for the Deserving to appreciate the
efforts on their behalf and to understand any
problems impacting on the expedition's
ability to meet their requests it is essential to
have a reliable return path. Disillusionment
sets in rapidly without positive feedback
demonstrating that messages are being received and acted on. Part of the pilot's job is
to respond to or acknowledge all incoming
messages.

Some general ground-rules are worth considering:
I. Ensure that there is a clearly understood
path for routing information to the expedition via a single point of contact. (This
ensures that the same material and ques-

Thought also needs to be given to the roundtrip timing of information flows. The peak
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Dave Mann, GOHXN, is presented with his CDXC Plaque of Merit for his years
of service to the club Committee

Howland Island with all positions set up and operating

Mike Potter's, G4PFF, plaque was collected on his huhall by Alan inhh, G3PNAR
Howland Island. Another view of the entire site.
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Peter Hart, G3SJX, with his raffle prize - a YS-60 SWR and power meter
donated by Yaesu UK Ltd
Aerial view of Palmyra as they approached for a landing

Roger Nolan, G3KWK, wins a new large-scale SWR and power meter, donated
by Nevada Communications.

L to R: Joe N4DAZ, Harold K4AU, Chuck N4BQW, Pat NH6UY, Mac WA411•W

primarily SSB and RTTY QSOs. 21 hours
of non-stop operation netted an additional
1500 QSOs before the team had to dismantle the station and move the gear to the
Midway to begin the trip to Baker-Howland
with a short stop at Kingman to retrieve
Chuck.

Baker-Howland to Johnston Island was a 5
day voyage. Rough seas and large swells
made for water over the bow and lots of sea
sickness. From Johnston the team would fly
to Honolulu. While on KH3 the team was
able to operate from the club station, racking up 1500 QSOs during 11 hours of operations as N4DAZ/KH3. The flight to
Honolulu and back to the good old North
Carolina was most uneventful compared to
the adventure in the Pacific where 17,000
QSOs were produced.

On February 27, the MV/SS Midway departed Palmyra, stopped at Kingman to pick
up N4BQW, and proceeded on the 4 day
steam to Baker-Howland. Seas were moderate and several of the team members suffered sea sickness. Pat, NH6UY was particularly ill. The ship arrived off Baker Island at 1430z on March 2. Due to rough
surf and dangerous landing conditions, the
USFWS team could not begin offloading the
equipment and supplies until 1900z on
March 3 w. The ship then steamed to Howland to offload the DXpeditioners and two
USFWS members. Thankfully the transfer
of 120 gallons of gasoline, one 3KW generator, one 5KW generator, one 1800 watt
generator, 4 transceivers, 4 beams, verticals,
supplies, water, etc. went smoothly.

The team wishes to thank several organisations and individuals who made the trip possible. A significant financial contribution
was made by the Northern California DX
Foundation. Sadly, one of the NCDXF
board members, Eric Edberg, W6DU passed
away shortly after voting from his hospital
bed to support the DXpedition. Eric was the
epitome of the true DXer and will long be
remembered by the DX community. The
Chiltern DX Club, UK DX Foundation,
German DX Foundation, and CT DX Group
also provided generous financial support.
Tony, WA4JQS and Ron, AC7DX of the
SSIDXG came through with much needed
equipment on very short notice and assisted
with co-ordinating donations. W4DKS,
W4RS, K4OTV, WB4M all provided support either financially, logistically, or with
equipment. Finally, not enough can be said
about Kimo, KH7U and Pat, NH6UY.
Kimo and Pat spent countless hours in
Honolulu taking care of every logistical obstacle imaginable to ensure the success of
the DXpedition. And we certainly cannot
leave out the USFWS team and the crew of
the SS Midway who were absolutely wonderful. Thanks to all who worked us and we
hope to pick another rare location to operate
from in the near future.

Operating positions were set up quickly,
with tarps being the first order of business
for protection from the sun. At 0738z on
March 5th, K4AU/WH I went on the air with
the first contact appropriately being with
Kimo, KH7U. Joe, N4DAZ put
WA4FFW/NH1 on CW working JA4FKX
on 17 meters. Other first QSOs included
JA7SN on 80 meters and N6RO on 160.
Continuous, multi-station operations were
sustained for the next 3 days with particular
emphasis placed on working Europe during
each window of opportunity. Unfortu. nately, the operation had to be curtailed a
day early as bad weather was moving into
the area and the director was concerned that
moving people and equipment back to the
ship would become too dangerous if delayed. The last QSOs were made at 1100z
March 9th. Approximately 10 hours later the
last of the team and supplies were onboard
the Midway.

Tony Canning, GOOPB, with his Heil Proset donated by Martin Lynch and Son.
You're meant to take it out of the box before you put it on your head, Tony!

000000000

Brendan O'Brien, GOUCf, knows which prize he's going to choose the Glenmorangie, donated by G3OZF.
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OXOPER47704/S
burden of a significant cost if donations
were not forthcoming? Fortunately, Chuck
had met Kimo Chun KH7U and Pat Gruein,
NH6UY on his Tern Island trip. Both Kimo
and Pat were extraordinarily helpful on the
KH6 side and without their assistance on
such short notice the logistical situation
would have prevented the DXpedition from
happening. Donations from some of the DX
world's finest organisations came in, allowing each team member to commit to the
trip well in advance of departure.

KH5, KH5K, KH1 AND KH3..
Dan Sullivan, W4DKS

Trish Cheadle was presented with a large bouquet by Don Beattie, G3OZF,
for her 'behind the scenes' work for CDXC.

In November 1997, Chuck Brady, N4BQW
was contacted by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and advised of a
pending trip to KHI, Baker-Howland Island. Chuck, a medical doctor and NASA
astronaut, had accompanied USFWS teams
to Tern Island (N4BQW/KH6) and Palmyra
(N4BQW/KI-15) in 1997 as a team physician. He was invited to join them on the
KH1 trip and was given permission to operate ham radio. Chuck explained that a trip
of that magnitude would necessitate the addition of several more operators to help with
setting up equipment and the actual operating. The USFWS agreed and the proposed
trip was to be sometime late '98, possibly
October.

Not everything went smoothly however.
Due to an unexpected medical emergency,
the original USFWS director for the trip was
replaced with only two weeks notice. Unfortunately, many of the arrangements, including an agreed to 48 hour stopover at
Kingman Reef and a stop at Johnston Island,
were in jeopardy due to the change in directors. Chuck would manage to secure local transport to Kingman to begin a short
operation just prior to the rest of the team's
arrival from Honolulu.

In early January '98 Chuck was advised by
the USFWS that the trip to Baker-Howland
was now planned for the March timeframe.
Chuck immediately contacted Mac,
WA4FFW to see if a team could be put together on such short notice. Logistics
would prove to be a much more difficult
task than putting a team together.
WA4FFW approached a group of long-time
DXers and close friends who had never
been on the "other end" of a pile-up and in
no time had assembled a team of first class
operators. The team consisted of Chuck,
N4BQW; Mac, WA4FFW; Joe, N4DAZ;
Mark, KA4IST; and Harold, K4AU. Gene,
WJ4T and Dan, W4DKS were invited to
join the team but could not go due to business and personal conflicts.

The socialising went on Imo the wee small hours: you can tell it's late, because the date has
changed to the 22nd!. Left to right: Neville Cheadle, G3NUG; Brendan O'Brien, GOUCT; Mike
Devereux, G3SED; Tony Canning, GOOPB; Chris Beattie; G3YDR; Ursula Shepherd; John
Linford, G3WGV; and Alan Jubb, G3PMR
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WA4FFW, N4DAZ, and K4AU departed
Raleigh-Durham on February 23 arriving
Honolulu 16 hours later. The team was met
by Kimo, KH7U and Pat, KH6UY who provided a whirlwind tour of Oahu. The team,
which now included Pat, NH6UY departed
Honolulu via chartered jet on February 26
arriving Palmyra at 1915z. The team was
met by the owners of Palmyra Island, Mr.
and Mrs. Fullard-Leo, along with John Bone
of Phoenix Midway Shipping and Mark
Kennedy, KA4IST who had been busily
handing out KH5 QSOs since February 5 th .
Mark had agreed to work as a crewmember
aboard the SS Midway in order to arrive
early on Palmyra to operate and prepare for
the rest of the team. He managed to hand
out 7,000 QSOs between his shifts aboard
the Midway. The new arrivals decided to
concentrate on CW since Mark had made

The accelerated departure date meant that a
number of key issues had to be addressed
before a firm commitment could be made by
a number of the team members. Could the
logistics be worked out on such short notice? Could the team members shoulder the

35

District Council with letters and phone calls
about "The Aerials". They consist of two
yagis on 5m booms for 50 and 144 Mhz, a
Butternut HF9V vertical and my two TV
aerials that he also complained about.
Eventually, in December the Council took
up cudgels by writing and inviting me to
apply for Planning Permission.

sent me a copy of the letter so I was able to
counteract his points swiftly in yet another
letter to the Case Officer and Councillors.
After 9 weeks of phone calls, personal visits, attendance at Town Council meetings
and over 30 letters it was time for the Planning Meeting. The Agenda said that the recommendation would be made at the meeting
- very unfair. I found this out the week previous when the file went into the public domain - a tactic they also used when Bob
Henderson G3ZEM (who also comes under
Ryedale District) applied for his tower about
three years ago. Whilst I was scrutinising
the file I found the only objection on planning grounds from the 24 residents consulted was from "Fred". The only other objector was "Terry". His complaint was on
health grounds and he had enclosed some
literature from the NRPB.

An application for a 40 foot free standing
Tennamast in the back garden was prepared
with the proviso that if it were to be granted
then the gable end mounted VHF aerials
would be removed. I also asked for permission to mount two yagi antennas on the mast
with a maximum boom length of 5 metres.
This gives me plenty of scope for future
plans — no element lengths were given or
asked for. The first obstacle I had to overcome was to prove to the Council that potential interference problems were not a
planning issue unless they were irredeemable. They were eventually convinced, however in the process I discovered just what I
was up against. The Planning Department
were very much opposed to aerials and
masts - they even questioned my need to
have two UHF TV aerials! The Case Officer
made the point that they intended to consult
widely, and they did, writing to 24 residents
and an old peoples home - most of whom
couldn't see the proposed Tennamast!

Back to the Planning Meeting, 1 knew I had
got the local Councillors AND the Town
Mayor behind me but when the Planning
Officer went into his spiel about the visual
impact of the mast around the locality it
looked certain that he would oppose it.
However, towards the end of his statement
the tone lightened and the application was
grudgingly recommended for acceptance.
All the lobbying paid off - five Councillors
spoke up for the proposal and it was passed
unanimously: It was obvious that a deal had
been done in secret before the meeting and
as the Planning Department knew they
would get turned over they recommended
acceptance.

At this point I contacted the RSGB - Peter
Kirby sent a personalised letter of support to
the Council and put me in touch with the
most local member of the Planning Panel.
This proved fruitful and provided me with
some excellent advice that I used in the
many follow ups needed with the Case Officer in writing and on the telephone. As soon
as we got into the three week consultation
period I started to lobby local Councillors.
They were of great help and agreed as a
Town Council to support the application at
the consultation stage. I spent more time
lobbying the three Town Council members
that held seats on the District Planning
Committee. "Fred", the objecting resident,
perused and then criticised my plans in a
letter of objection to the Council - he kindly

A win for me and amateur radio, and a
smack in the eye for "Fred" 100 metres
away, who will now be able to look out at
my gleaming new HF beam on it's 40 foot
mast. However, the Planning Department
say that the 8m Butternut GP that I wish to
retain needs Planning Permission so I need
to convince them that it isn't a permanent
structure as it can be dismantled to a short
stub mast in less that a minute. This was the
toughest application to get passed of the
three I have applied for since 1987.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
As required by paragraph 8 of the CDXC Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 1998 Annual General Meeting will be held at 12 noon on Saturday July 4 th, at the QTH of Bob Whelan,
G3PJT, 36 GREEN END, COMBERTON, CAMBRIDGE, CB3 7DY.

AGENDA
I.

Apologies for absence

2.

Acceptance of the minutes of the 1997 AGM

3.

Chairman's Report

4.

Secretary's Report

5.

Treasurer's Report

6.

Election of New Committee

7.

Election of Auditor

8.

Any Other Business

Note that all committee members shall resign at the Annual General Meeting and, if they so
wish, be eligible for re-election. Therefore nominations are required for all committee positions.

Nominations and items for AOB must be given to the Secretary prior to the commencement of
the AGM.
Alan Juhb, G3PMR
Secretary, Chiltern DX Club
April 12'h , 1998

IRCS FOR SALE
xs you can imagine I have a fairly large number of second

hand IRC's for sale on behalf of the 9MOC expedition fund. They are 50 pence each, plus an SASE, with a limit
on 50 IRC's per applicant at this stage. Cheques should be made payable to P A & J
R Whitchurch. G3SVVH, QTHR
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IOTA island lists will be frozen at 3! December 1998. This will allow time for a schedule of island groups to be prepared and issued in early 1999. This schedule, on computer disk, will show
the IOTA activity month for every numbered IOTA island group. Island groups newly activated
after 31 December 1998 will not qualify for this programme. An application form will also be
available on disk. These files may also be accessed through the CDXC and RSGB Internet web
pages. Copying of files will be encouraged. If required paper copies may be made locally from
the computer files.

CDXC AGM & SUMMER SOCIAL
Saturday July 3rd 1998, 12:00 prompt.

Directions
Bob Whelan, G3PJT, 36 Green End, Comberton, Cambridge. CB3 7DY
Tel 01223 263137 Fax 01223 263940. NGR TL 38 57
Comberton is shown on most maps. It is located west of Cambridge on the B1046, about 3 miles from Junction 12
on the MII. I suggest you take the following routes.

Groups falling into several zones. Some island groups fall into more than one zone - for exam-

ple Australia (0C-001) falls into three zones. In these cases the island group will be allocated to
the zone containing the largest land area.

From the North.
h of Huntingdon); A14 to MI 1 Exit MI 1 at Junction 12.
AI to A14 ( nortth

Awards. A series of attractive certificates will be awarded for the following scores:

From the West/Midlands

Gold certificates will be awarded to those gaining 900 points
Silver certificates to those gaining 450 points
Bronze certificates to those gaining 225 points.
Participation certificates will be awarded to all those achieving a score of at least 50 points.

M6 or Ml to A14; Al4 to Ml I; Exit MI I at Junction 12

From the East
A14 (was A45) to Al4/M I I junction; Exit South onto MI I; Exit M I 1 Junction 12

From the South

An example of how to calculate your score follows at the end of this note.

Al (M) north to Baldock A 6141; A505 Baldock to Royston
Turn left (rdbt) on to A1198 proceed to A603 junction (7 miles)
Turn Right (rdbt) A603 sp Cambridge
After 5 miles (approx.) turn left on to minor road sp Comberton
At village X roads straight over into Green End.

QSL cards and claims. QSLs will not be required. All claims must include a log extract certified by two licensed amateurs together with the official application form (disk preferred). CDXC
reserves the right to seek confirmation of contacts from stations claimed.
Endorsements. Mode or band endorsements are available but only one award can be claimed
per applicant. Multi-band awards e.g. 5-band, 9-band awards are not available.

From J12, M11
Take A603 sp Sandy, Barton, Comberton; (DO NOT GO TOWARDS CAMBRIDGE)
In 400M turn right BI046 sp. Bourn, Toft, Comberton
Through Barton and in 2m Comberton
Turn right into Green End at duckpond in village centre
#36 is 300m on right.
If you get lost in the village ask for the Doctors Surgery, we are next door but one !

SWLs. The awards will be available to SWLs on a heard basis.
Charges. There will be no charges for entering the RSGB IOTA Millennium Programme except
for the cost of postage of disks.
Sponsorship. Sponsorship will be sought to offset the costs of the programme.
Island activators. An additional series of awards will be available for island activators and details will be issued in due course.

Pace( 1%1

Administration. Any queries to CDXC, do Further Felden, Longcroft Lane, Felden, Hemel

Hempstead, Herts, HP3 OBN, England or e-mail g3nug@btintemet.com
A46

Neville Cheadle G3NUG

•

11 March 1998
sions resulting from tests that were made by
the RA Mobile Monitoring Laboratory.
They travelled up specially from Baldock to
conduct field strength tests.

EMC - NEVER SAY DIE - III
Phil Catterall, G4OBK

16.602

•
•
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Well its good news. The Planning Application I had prepared for a tower was approved in April. The application was fraught
with obstacles from the outset. As I mentioned in the last CDXC Newsletter "Terry"
had been making things decidedly uncomfortable for me in his efforts to get my station closed down because of his mischievous fear of Electromagnetic Radiation.
More on that topic in the next Newsletter as
I am still awaiting the results and any deci-

I soon discovered though that Terry had
conspired with another resident, I'll call
him "Fred", who, unlike Terry, could actually see my aerials. He lives 100m away.
While "Terry" wrote to the RA, MP, National Radiological Protection Board
(NRPB), Environmental Health and Department of Health, "Fred" started a pincer
movement last June by bombarding the
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RSGB IOTA MILLENNIUM PROGRAMME

DXCC AWARDS

The purpose of the RSGB IOTA Millennium Programme is to celebrate the Millennium, to promote IOTA activity and to have fun on the HF bands. The programme will be administered by
CDXC (Chiltern DX Club) - The UK DX Foundation on behalf of the RSGB IOTA Committee.

This CDXC Newsletter feature lists all UK HF DXCC participants appearing in recent issues of
QST0, including callsigns and their DXCC credits.:

The Programme. The world is divided into 12 zones of equal size. The limit of each zone is
determined by a line of longitude. The first zone starts with the international date-line and runs
to the 150°E longitude. The second zone runs from the 150°E longitude to the I20°E longitude.
A further 10 zones are needed to divide up the world.
A month, to be known as the IOTA activity month, is allocated to each zone as follows:
Zone
number

Zone
limits

IOTA activity
month

Example of a
qualifying island

1

Date-line to 150°E

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

150°E to 120°E
120°E to 90°E
90°E to 60°E
60°E to 30°E
30°E to 0°
0° to 30°W

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

(OC-037)
Campbell
Honshu
(AS-007)
Singapore
(AS-019)
(AF-048)
Kerguelen
Madagascar (AF-013)
Sardinia
(EU-024)
(AF-003)
Ascension
Newfoundland(NA-027)
(NA-015)
Cuba
Easter
(SA-001)
Vancouver (NA-036)
Tokelau
(OC-048)

10

12

30°W to 60°W
60°W to 90°W
90°W to 120°W
120°W to 150°W

150°W to date-line

The object generally is to contact as many different IOTA island groups as possible within the
Millennium year 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2000 on the HF bands. There are two types of
contact that count for credit - premium contacts and normal contacts. Only one premium contact and one normal contact may be claimed for credit with each IOTA island group regardless
of band and mode.
Premium contacts. Each premium contact scores three points. Premium contacts are made
when an IOTA island group falls into an IOTA activity month. Example: A contact with Ascension (AF-003) in the month of July 2000 scores three points since this island falls into the July
IOTA activity month. Only one premium contact may be claimed for each IOTA island group
regardless of band and mode.
Normal contacts. Each normal contact scores one point. Normal contacts are made outside the
IOTA activity month and are in addition to premium contacts. Normal contacts cannot be made
when an IOTA island group falls into an IOTA activity month. Only one normal contact can be
claimed for each IOTA island group. Example: A normal contact with Ascension may be made
in any of the following months: January to June 2000 and August to December 2000. A normal
contact cannot be made with Ascension in July 2000.
Bands. All HF bands 160 to 10 metres. Satellite contacts do not qualify.

NEW MEMBERS
108

NEW HR MEMBERS

CW

G4SSH

116

G3KMQ

40m

G4DXW
G4SSH
G4SSH

117
116
129

Phone

G4131Z

342

SBDXCC

G4DXW

ENDORSEMENTS

17m

G4SSH

Mixed

G4DQW
G4DXW

312
330

As readers will be aware, there have been changes to DXCC. Here are two articles about the
changes, which should help you to understand the background

THE NEW DXCC RULES - WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?
by Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG

Most CDXC members will be well aware that new DXCC rules came into effect on 1 April 1998
(an appropriate date, some may say!) and that, as a result of the new rules, there have already
been petitions for three new DXCC entities - Temotu (H40), Australs (FO) and Marquesas (FO).
I feel sure there will be more petitions for more new entities soon.
The Temotu islands (or more properly, the Temotu Province of the Solomon Islands) will almost
certainly be accepted as a new entity, because when the rules were rewritten the distance requirements were metricised, and distances rounded down. Under the old rules, there had to be
more than 225 miles of open water between islands for an island or island group to be considered as a separate DXCC country. 225 miles is about 360km, and the closest of the Temotu islands is about 224 miles (358km) from the rest of the Solomons. Thus they didn't - quite - count.
When the distance requirement was rounded down from 225 miles to 350km - bingo! - all of a
sudden, there's a new entity.
However, it wasn't merely the distance requirement that was changed. The rule was also completely rewritten.
The whole new DXCC rules which came into effect on 1 April 1998 take up something like 10
A4 sheets, but the two qualification criteria which are relevant to this discussion can be quoted
in full.
"I. Political Entities:
"Political Entities are those areas which are separated by reason of government or political division. They generally contain an indigenous population which is not predominantly composed of
military or scientific personnel. An Entity will be added to the DXCC List as a Political Entity if
it meets any one of the following three criteria:

Schedule of island groups and application form. For the purposes of this programme the
32
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"a)The entity is a UN Member State.
"b)The entity has been assigned a callsign prefix bloc by the ITU. A provisional prefix bloc assignment may be made by the Secretary General of ITU. Should such provisional assignments
not be ratified later by the full ITU, the Entity will be removed from the DXCC List.
"c)The Entity has a separate IARU Member Society.
"New Entities satisfying any one or more of the three conditions above will be added to the
DXCC List by administrative action as of their 'Event Date.'
"Entities qualifying under this section will be referred to as the 'Parent' when considering separation under the section 'Geographical Separation.' Only Entities in this group will be acceptable as a Parent for separation purposes."

Other additional changes which should be noted include "Definitions" (list of terms). An interesting definition to note is "Island", which contains the minimum size rule. Also, check under
Section I (Basic Rules) Rule 10 which has now been formalised and deals with the long existing
policy of allowing other operators at your station for credit. One of the interesting changes is
the stopping of the practice of counting (newly) deleted countries, but existing deletion credit
will continue.
Just a reminder the new rules will go into effect on the 31' of March, 1998. Lastly, not all of the
DXCC2000 proposals were implemented at this time. As time goes on, the Membership Service
Committee will possibly implement new DXCC Awards for 20, 17, 15 and 12 meters, the
DeSoto Cup (an all-band type award) and other items. I hope some of the above items help in
looking over the new rules. I also want to thank Wayne, N7NG, in pointing out some of the new
changes.
UK DXCC PARTICIPANTS 1997

"2. Geographic Separation Entity:

One of the significant things you will notice
is that the numbers for 1997 are well up on
1996, but not back to the 1995 level.

Alan Jubb, G3PMR

"A Geographic Separation Entity may result when a single Political Entity is physically separated into two or more parts. The part of such a Political Entity that contains the capital city is
considered the Parent for tests under these criteria. One or more of the remaining parts resulting
from the separation may then qualify for separate status as a DXCC Entity if they satisfy paragraph a) or b) of the Geographic Separation Criteria, as follows.

As part of our Marketing initiative to attract
additional '0' DXers to join CDXC, each
year we target '0' participants of DXCC
who are non-members of CDXC. We use
the DXCC Yearbook to provide the data.

Of the 99 'G' non-members, 91 were not in
the 1995 listings, so we shall be targeting
them in due course.

"a)Land Areas:
"A new Entity results when part of a DXCC Entity is separated from its Parent by 100 kilometers or more of land of another DXCC Entity. Inland waters may be included in the measurement. The test for separation into two areas requires that a line drawn along a great circle in any
direction from any part of the proposed Entity must not touch the Parent before crossing 100
kilometers of the intervening DXCC Entity.
"b)Island Areas:
"A new Entity results in the case of an island under the following conditions:
"i) The island is separated from its Parent by 350 kilometers or more. Measurement of islands
in a group begins with measurement from the island containing the capital city. Only one Entity
of this type may be attached to any Parent.
"ii)The island is separated from its Parent by 350 kilometers or more, and from any other island
attached to that Parent in the same or a different island group by 800 kilometers or more.

Note that the magic words "of open water" have been left out of new criterion 2)b)i). As I understand this, it means that if any group of islands which is considered to be a "political entity"
has ANY island more than 350km away from the island which contains its capital city, that island will be counted as a separate entity. Previously, even a small rock between the two islands
in question would have meant that you had to start counting your 225 miles again from that
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Mode/Band

In 1995, I reported that CDXC members
constituted 38.4% of 'G' stations listed, and
speculated that a 50% level was within
reach. In 1996, 46.5% of '0' stations listed
were CDXC members.
I have performed a similar analysis of the
1997 DXCC Yearbook, and am very
pleased to report that CDXC members now
account for 52.5% of '0' DXCC participants, so we have now passed the 50%
mark. Here's a summary of the ana ysis:

•l e
9 22

"iii)The island is separated from its Parent by intervening land or islands that are part of another
DXCC Entity, such that a line drawn along a great circle in any direction from any part of the
island does not touch the Parent before touching the intervening DXCC Entity. There is no
minimum separation distance under this section."

Here is a breakdown of total `G' participants by mode/band:

The DXCC Yearbook lists all amateurs who
are on the Honor Roll, or who have updated
their DXCC score during the year OctoberSeptember.

'G' Noe- 'C'
CDXC
Members Total %

World
Totals

1995

122

196

318

38.4

7,670

1996

53

61

114

46.5

6,613

1997

105

99

204

52.5

6,710

No.
of
'G's

Leading 'G'

Mixed

137 G3AAE,
GW3AHN (378)

Phone

96 GW3AHN (375)

CW

54 G3KMA (338)

RTTY

7 GOARF (301)

160

5 G3XTT (220)

80

II

40

12 G3KMA (334)

10

14 G3KMA (339)

G4BWP (291)

Congratulations to all. Note that GOARF,
G4BWP and GW3AHN are not CDXC
members. Note also that only two of the '0'
RTTY entries are CDXC members.
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policy where amateur licenses were formerly issued in the normal manner. In any case, credit
will be given for contacts where adequate evidence of authorisation by appropriate authorities
exits, notwithstanding any such previous or subsequent edict or policy.
SECTION III. ACCREDITATION CRITERIA
1.
Each nation of the world manages its telecommunications affairs differently. Therefore,
a rigid, universal accreditation procedure cannot be applied in all situations. During more than
50 years of DXCC administration, basic standards have evolved in establishing the legitimacy of
an operation.
It is the purpose of this section to establish guidelines that will assure that DXCC credit is given
only for contacts with operations that are conducted with proper licensing and have established a
legitimate physical presence within the Entity to be credited. Any operation that satisfies these
conditions (in addition to the applicable elements of SECTION I., Rules 6, 7, 8, and 9) will be
accredited. It is the intent of the DXCC administration to be guided by the actions of sovereign
nations when considering the accreditation of amateur radio operation within their jurisdiction.
DXCC will be reasonably flexible in reviewing licensing documentation. Conversely, findings
by a host government indicating non-compliance with their amateur radio regulations may cause
denial or revocation of accreditation.
2.
The following points should be of particular interest to those seeking accreditation for a
DX operation:
a)
The vast majority of operations are accredited routinely without a requirement for
the submission of authenticating documentation. However, all such documents should
be retained by the operator in the unlikely event of a protest.
b)
In countries where Amateur Radio operation has not been permitted or has been
suspended or where some reluctance to authorise amateur stations has been noted,
authenticating documents may be required before accrediting an operation.
c)
Special permission may be required from a governmental agency or private party
before entering certain DXCC Entities for the purpose of conducting amateur radio operations even though the Entity is part of a country with no amateur radio restrictions.
Examples of such Entities are Desecheo I. (KP5); Palmyra I (KH5); and Glorioso Islands
(FR/G).
3.
For those cases where supporting documentation is required, the following can be used
as a guide to identify those documents necessary for accreditation.
a)
Photocopy of license or operating authorisation.
b)
Photocopy of passport entry and exit stamps.
c)
For islands, a landing permit and a signed statement of the transporting ship's,
boat's, or aircraft's captain, showing all pertinent data, such as date, place of landing, etc.
d)
For locations where special permission is known to be required to gain access,
evidence of this permission must be presented.
4.
These accreditation requirements are intended to preserve the integrity of the DXCC
program and to ensure that the program does not encourage amateurs to "bend the rules" in their
enthusiasm, possibly jeopardising the future development of Amateur Radio. Every effort will
be made to apply these criteria uniformly and to make a determination consistent with these objectives.
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small rock. Now, there is no mention of this - the island merely has to be 350km from the island
containing the capital city.
This rule is actually quite clear! However, it does get a bit more complicated when you look at
the next criterion, 2)b)ii): "The island is separated from its Parent by 350 kilometers or more,
and from any other island attached to that Parent in the same or a different island group by 800
kilometers or more."
What I THINK this means is that for a SECOND new DXCC entity to be considered, it has to be
more than 800km from all the island(s) in the newly-created entity, as well as being more than
350km from the island containing the capital. This is apparently also the interpretation that Paul
Granger, F6EXV, has put on this rule for his petition for DXCC status for the Marquesas and
Austral islands.
Now get those atlases out! I'm sure you, like me, will be able to find lots of new DXCC entities.
Let's just take YB, Indonesia, as an example. Indonesia is clearly a "Political Entity": it qualifies
under all three criteria (it's a UN Member State, it has an ITU callsign prefix bloc, and it has a
separate IARU Member Society, ORARI). The capital of Indonesia is Jakarta, which is on the
island of Java. Virtually all Indonesia's islands other than Sumatra, Bali and Lombok are more
than 350km from Java. For example, Borneo (Kalimantan) is more than 350km from Java, as are
all the small islands off the south west coast of Sumatra. Sulawesi, Flores and Irian Jaya are
much further away still.
If we start by lumping Borneo and Sulawesi together as new entity number one (they are close
together, and both are over 350km from Java), the islands to the south and west of Sumatra are
more than 800km from Borneo, as well as being over 350km from Java, so these should become
a second new entity.
Most of the other islands in the east of Indonesia are within 800km of Sulawesi, including even
Irian Jaya, but Kepulauan Am (south of Irian Jaya) are more than 800km away, so this should be
a THIRD new entity.
The new rules say you must start your measurements from the island containing the capital, but
it doesn't say what you have to do after that. I'm assuming Borneo and Sulawesi is the first new
entity. If instead of that it was Sumba and Flores, maybe you'd get different groupings of new
counters - maybe even four new counters instead of three?
Before somebody says that the capital of the island of Great Britain is London, and Rockall is
more than 350km from Great Britain, so should be a new entity - stop right there! You're actually quite right, it IS more than 350km, but there is another new rule, or rather a definition. An
"island", by definition, must now be more than 100 metres across. This definition is clearly designed to rule out future Scarborough Reefs, and it effectively does rule out Rockall. And I've
looked at St Kilda and Unst - the northernmost of the Shetlands - and they're too close!
Most of the potential new entities are remote islands in the Pacific, so it may be some time before they're all activated.
What is not at all clear is what happens if there is an island more than 350km away from the
mainland, when the capital city of a "political entity" is on the mainland. For example, Lampedusa is an Italian island which is more than 350km from the closest point on the Italian main-
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land. Italy is clearly a "political entity" and the capital city, Rome, is obviously on the mainland.
As far as I can see, the new rules just do not address this.
No doubt there will be some new DXCC entities created, which will cause considerable interest
for DXers, especially those who have not had many new countries to work recently. But in
seeking to clarify the DXCC rules, I believe the new country criteria raise more questions than
they answer. It probably won't be too long before there is another new rewrite, closing the loopholes which have been created and tightening the definitions further.

THE NEW DXCC RULES

—

WHAT WAS CHANGED?

Adapted from an Editorial by Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW in OPDX Bulletin
Before we report on some of the changes, let's start with a little bit of history. During the January 19-201, 1996, meeting of the ARRL Board of Directors, VOTED and passed the following
(Refer to Minute 79, QST, p.'74, March, 1996):
"79. On motion of Mr. Kanode, seconded by Mr. Wyatt, it was VOTED that the ARRL President assign a committee to review the entire DXCC Program and make necessary recommendations in order to encourage broader participation by more amateurs, make the program more equitable, create better understood criteria for DXCC "Countries", improve the process of reviewing requests for additions and deletions to the ARRL DXCC List and increase efficiency in the
administration of the program."
Then on February 26, 1996, the ARRL President Rod Stafford appointed the DXCC2000 Committee. The committee members are:
John C. Kanode, N4M14, Chairman
Larry E. Price, W4RA
Rick Roderick, K5UR
Walt Stinson, WOCP
Jim Maxwell, W6CF

Chuck Hutchison, K8CH
Bill Kennamer, K5 FUV
Garth Hamilton, VE3HO
Wayne Mills, N7NG
Bob Winn, W5KNE

After the DXCC2000 Committee was formed, a survey was conducted in 1996 October's QST
to help in the recommendations. There were over 850 responses to the survey. From the survey,
the committee learned that the membership only wanted a few changes.
Then, in July, 1997, the Committee presented its first recommendations, in what was called
"Document 30", to the Board of directors. Six months later and after two years of difficult
work, the Committee's Final report and recommendation were made at the January, 1998 ARRL
Board meeting.

An Entity will be added to the DXCC List as a Political Entity if it meets any one of the following three criteria:
a)
b)

The entity is a UN Member State.
The entity has been assigned a callsign prefix bloc by the ITU.

A provisional prefix bloc assignment may be made by the Secretary General of ITU. Should
such provisional assignments not be ratified later by the full ITU, the Entity will be removed
from the DXCC List.
c)

The Entity has a separate IARU Member Society.

New Entities satisfying any one or more of the three conditions above will be added to the
DXCC List by administrative action as of their "Event Date."
Entities qualifying under this section will be referred to as the "Parent" when considering separation under the section "Geographical Separation." Only Entities in this group will be acceptable as a Parent for separation purposes.
Rule 12, which was labelled "Operations Ethics" has now been re-written and labelled as "Conduct". Here is the new rule:
12. Conduct:
Exemplary conduct is expected of all amateur radio operators participating in the DXCC program. Evidence of intentionally disruptive operating practices or inappropriate ethical conduct
in any aspect of DXCC participation may lead to disqualification from all participation in the
program by action of the ARRL Awards Committee.
Actions that may lead to disqualification include, but are not limited to:
The submission of forged or altered confirmations.
a)
The presentation of forged or altered documents in support of an operation.
b)
Participation in activities that create an unfavourable impression of amateur radio
c)
with government authorities. Such activities include malicious attempts to cause disruption or disaccreditation of an operation.
Blatant inequities in confirmation (QSL) procedures. Continued refusal to issue
d)
QSLs under certain circumstances may lead to disqualification. Complaints relating to
monetary issues involved in QSLing will generally not be considered, however.
Other important changes are under Section I (Basic Rules) Rule 7 and Section III which relate to
accreditation:

According to Wayne Mills, N7NG (Chairman DXAC), perhaps the most important changes
made by the DXCC2000 Committee is under "Criteria" in the Part One which defines political
entities. The new Part One criteria is intended to eliminate the need for any controversy or discussion about what is a political entity. Here is the new Part One:
1.

Political Entities:

Political Entities are those areas which are separated by reason of government or political division. They generally contain an indigenous population which is not predominantly composed of
military or scientific personnel.
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SECTION I (BASIC RULES) RULE 7
7. Any Amateur Radio operation should take place only with the complete approval and understanding of appropriate administration officials. In countries where amateurs are licensed in the
normal manner, credit may be claimed only for stations using regular government-assigned call
signs or portable call signs where reciprocal agreements exist or the host government has so
authorised portable operation. Without documentation supporting the operation of an amateur
station, credit will not be allowed for contacts with such stations in any country that has temporarily or permanently closed down Amateur Radio operations by special government edict or
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