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see above

Club News and Views
Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
In this issue of the Digest the Five Star
DXers continue to look forward to
Christmas and T32C. You‟ll find the latest
on that one on page 8, followed by details of
a CDXC Raffle designed to support this
mammoth DXpedition.

(which will be published by the RSGB in
May).‟
CDXC, of course, supports IOTA
financially in the shape our annual donation
to IREF. I‟m also sure that I speak for many
other „CDXCers‟ when I say that I have a
great deal of respect for this excellent
programme and the considerable effort
which goes into running it on a daily basis
thanks to “a very small team of volunteers
working all hours to keep it going” - to
quote Roger, G3KMA, in a recent e-mail.
Yes, perhaps some of us do indeed tend to
take IOTA for granted!

Soon after that we home in on the
Seychelles and last year‟s S79K operation,
followed by the Pacific and Niue, ZK2-land,
and Norfolk Island, VK9N. Andrea,
IK1PMR, and Claudia, PA3LEO, were there
last year too. After which we have Cezar,
VE3LYC, who obviously prefers the much
colder climate (Brrr!) to the north of his
home QTH in Ontario.

Meanwhile I have said to Roger that if he‟d
like to suggest somebody who'd be willing
to contribute a full 'IOTA' column (not only
the latest IOTA reference numbers issued),
then I'd be more than happy to publish it in
the Digest on a regular basis.

You‟ll also find most of our regular
features, including Lee/GØMTN‟s popular
„Contest‟ column. In connection with which
Lee was curious to know if I‟d had “any
more thoughts or ideas about who might be
persuaded to take over writing „Contest‟ at
some point in the future?”

Yes, that seemingly very rare breed, „The
Willing Volunteer‟, which sounds as if it
ought to be the name of a pub somewhere
between John o‟Groats and Land‟s End.
Mind you, if you do a search for this one on
Google, say, you come up with nothing.

Well, thoughts and ideas, yes, but so far no
willing volunteer who also knows his
contest onions. So do please give this one
serious thought, otherwise very reluctantly
we might have to resort to alternative
recruiting techniques, which I‟m sure
Neville will be only too happy to employ at
either the Annual Dinner on 19 March or the
AGM and Summer Social in July!

Talking of pubs, this reminds me of the time
I accompanied a group of students from
Berlin on a trip to London. After checking
in at their hotel, the first thing we did was
send out a search party to locate the
whereabouts of the nearest pub. Three hours
later they returned (“Hic!”) to tell us that
they had indeed found one just round the
corner and that it was called „Ze Plug‟. You
what? On closer inspection it turned out that
it was actually called „The Plough‟.

An otherwise fairly regular slot which is left
unfilled this time round is Roger/G3KMA‟s
„IOTA‟ column. However, on page 39 you
will find a contribution by Steve, 9M6DXX,
on the IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon
coming up during 2012 and 2013. We also
gather that „the full rules will be published
in the 2011 edition of the IOTA Directory

73 Martyn, G3RFX
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

CDXC is one of the larger funders of DXpeditions and we have robust rules for our
sponsorship. The vast majority of the time
everything goes smoothly, but occasionally
the CDXC Reflector gets lively on an issue or members e-mail me directly with
complaints. Where appropriate I take this up
with the DXpedition in question or with the
Committee, if it is a matter of policy. The
DXpeditioning world is changing, largely
due to technology and our expectations, but
rest assured CDXC will enforce and adapt
its policies to track the general mood of our
members.

but as you would expect we will review it
each year.
CDXC does not routinely support individual
DXpeditions to non-rare DXCCs because
there are other organisations that are set up
to do this. However, we make a substantial
annual donation to IREF, the Island Radio
Expedition Foundation, who are solely
island DXpedition-focussed. It is a two-way
street in that we receive the write-ups from
IREF-sponsored DXpeditions and they
display our logo prominently on their
website at www.islandradio.org/. At its
February meeting the CDXC Committee
agreed to increase our donation to IREF this
year to $1,200 – an increase of $200 over
last year.

Club Log must rate as one of the most
important and successful tools for DXing to
appear in many a year. It is used by DXers
and DXpeditions alike and provides analysis
of logs, propagation information, runs
leader boards and a host of other facilities
on DXpedition or personal logs. It is the
brainchild of Michael, G7VJR, and is
authored and run by him with support from
Alan/5B4AHJ, Marios/5B4WN and Dave/
G3NKC - all of whom are long-time CDXC
members. Club Log is entirely independent
of CDXC, but Michael allows our LF and
HF Challenges to be reported as separate
pages and this has added dramatically to
their success.

Some of you may have seen that CDXC
member Ian, G4FSU, has been appointed an
IARU Technical Consultant. This came
about after Ian responded to a piece that
Peter, G3RZP, wrote in the Digest. It means
that CDXC now has two members (G4FSU
and G3RZP) providing technical representation for worldwide amateur radio at
the ITU. Well done, and thanks for putting
in the effort to benefit us all.
I hope those of you who can get on the LF
bands are enjoying the LF Challenge. Entry
could not be easier, just tick the box on Club
Log for „LF Challenge‟ and upload your log
(once per week, please).

Club Log is available 24 hours a day, 365
days a year and runs on servers that
consume electricity, require maintenance
and so on. That is to say, Club Log - whilst
free to use - costs money to run (not
withstanding hours of voluntary labour).
With the tremendous benefit it provides to
our members and the DX community at
large, the CDXC Committee have
unanimously agreed to offer a donation to
Club Log of £500 towards running costs.
We anticipate this being an annual donation,

I wanted to remind members that some of
the Club‟s advertisers sell more than just
amateur radio kit. I recently bought a
weather station from Martin Lynch, and
Nevada hold a very large range of DAB
radios. So please think of our advertisers
when you are in the market for electronic
goods.
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Finally, I look forward as always to meeting
members and their partners at the Annual
Dinner. Jenny and I will be there from
lunchtime on Saturday and the after-dinner
talk will offer something for everyone – but

might cost me a holiday to S79 once Jenny
sees the stunning scenery!
73 Chris, G3SVL

Club Log
Michael Wells, G7VJR

Since Club Log started in 2007 it's always been CDXC members that have been at the
heart of the project. From early efforts to get DXCC tables working accurately through
to the expedition charts and, later the LF and HF Challenges, it's been thanks to the
encouragement and input of CDXC members that Club Log has progressed to the main
stage. Other than the core admin team, this extends far and wide into CDXC's
membership.
Receiving CDXC's financial support is a tremendous help. To put this in context, I
remember how delighted I was when the first 1 million QSOs were uploaded - but now
we're heading towards 50 million and Club Log is getting to be a demanding teenager
with an appetite for expensive commodities like servers, bandwidth and electricity!
These are the bills that CDXC's donation will help to pay.
My sincere thanks and gratitude to every member of CDXC for backing Club Log.
Wait till you see what we're going to add for T32C; there's more in store!

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
On page 11 of this Digest there is a note
about a marketing role for CDXC. We are
seeking a Marketing Officer to help us to
boost our profile. This is an area on which
we need to focus in the future as there are
still quite few DXers in the UK and
elsewhere who we‟d like to recruit into the
club. If any member has any marketing
experience please do not hesitate to drop me
a line.

running this raffle in support of the T32C
DXpedition. Details about the raffle are also
set out elsewhere on page 9.
There is just one prize: a Yaesu FT-950
transceiver with a MyDel power supply.
This is a super transceiver (see the Yaesu ad
at the back of this Digest) and we are most
grateful to Martin Lynch & Sons, Nevada
Radio and Yaesu UK for their most
generous sponsorship.

With this Digest every CDXC member will
have received 20 raffle tickets. We are
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It‟s great to hear that the number of
DXpeditions is increasing all the time and
that the sunspots are increasing too.

to Kiritimati. This new service, which has
been organised by the Kiribati Government,
sails four times a year and is now the
primary source of supplies for the island.
Transferring a container from one shipper to
another is a challenge, but we have now
established good contacts in Suva who will
make this happen.

The Spratly Island DXpedition DXØDX
cancellation was a great disappointment for
many and particularly for the team
members, all of whom had travelled to the
Philippines. Having to cancel at this stage is
a real nightmare for the DXpedition
organisers. This is not the first major
DXpedition where all the team have
travelled vast distances and have been faced
with a last-minute cancellation. The
organisers and team have my sympathies.
There has been much talk about what went
wrong; we need to hear this from the team‟s
leadership.

The container should arrive in Kiritimati in
late June or early July, well in advance of
the team. Two of us will go to the island as
an advance party one week ahead of the rest
of the team and, with the help of local
labour, do much of the unpacking and
kitting up.
We will have a container tracker fitted to the
container and we hope to be able to show its
position on our webpages at www.t32c.com.
The next task is to raise sponsorship – we
have some 200 DX clubs throughout the
world on the FSDXA database and we will
be approaching them all. There have been
many developments on the technology front
too and we will use the Internet to provide
team training in these developments.

I‟ll spare you all a monologue on the criteria
for ensuring the success of a DXpedition,
but will just say that a site survey is
essential and one needs to build reliable
contacts right through the entire chain of
activities. One weak link can result in
failure.
The South Orkneys DXpedition was fun to
chase, but I really wonder why these
Microlites don‟t take some linears. There
was much frustration on the Cluster caused
by their weak signals. I also wonder whether
their verticals could have been nearer the
water. They appeared to be some distance
away, judging by the pictures on their
website. We will be making a huge effort at
T32C to get all the verticals – VDAs, foursquares, phased verticals etc. - within a few
feet of the high water line. The only
consideration here is that we don‟t want the
guy stakes washed away should there be
very stormy weather.

There is still much to do but, once the
container has gone, we can relax, for a week
or two, anyway!
The Annual Dinner will soon be upon us on
Saturday, 19 March. Michael, G7VJR, will
be giving a talk which should be very
interesting indeed. See you there.
Vy 73

We have now been working on T32C for
about a year and a major step will have been
achieved by the time you receive this Digest
– the container will be on its way from
Southampton to Suva, Fiji, via Singapore.
From Suva it goes on a charter vessel direct
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CDXC Annual Dinner 2011
Saturday, 19 March 2011, at 7:30pm, Wyboston Lakes, Bedfordshire

The CDXC 2011 Annual Dinner will be held at Wyboston Lakes, the venue that hosted us very
successfully for the last three years. We will have the same private room and you will be
entertained by this year‟s after-dinner speaker
Michael Wells, G7VJR
who will be giving us a talk entitled
Small Expeditions and Crazy Ambitions
covering everything from Jan Mayen to El Salvador and the South Atlantic. If you want a taste
of what experiences Michael can draw on, take a look at www.qrz.com/db/g7vjr.
The Dinner is again at 7pm for 7:30. However, as the afternoon event was so successful last
year, there will be another afternoon presentation again this year. So why not come along any
time from 3pm, join in an interesting presentation and do some pre-socialising before the main
event? Tea and coffee will be available all day and the bar will be open from noon until
midnight.
Any questions?
Please contact Tony, G4LDL, at sec@CDXC.org.uk or by telephone on (01793) 525523.
_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

Call

Name

Location

G1GIL
G4XEE
G8FXM

David Taplin
Derek Bate
David Toombs

Tonbridge
Stoke-on-Trent
Welwyn Garden City

MØTNX
M3HZV

Kev Haworth
Bryan Morley-Pack

Bootle (rejoined)
Buckingham

ON4IQ

Johan van de Velde

Gooik
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FSDXA Christmas Island DXpedition
Bulletin No. 2

Quite a lot has happened since we first
announced our DXpedition last October.
This bulletin covers some of those
developments, so that everyone can
continue to follow our preparations for
Christmas Island 2011.

Quantum Electronics group and enjoys
academic teaching. He operates all bands
and modes, so will be a valuable addition to
the T32C team. We now need just two
multi-mode operators to complete our team.
Equipment and Shipping

T32C
UK-based members of T32C have had
several preparatory sessions to clean up and
refurbish kit from our previous operations as
well as building and testing equipment
which we will be using for the first time (for
example, new 4-square antennas for both 40
and 30m, and vertical arrays for the high
bands, to complement our existing Yagis).
Some photos of these activities appear on
the website. We have also been getting to
know the FT-5000 radios, of which we will
have 16 with us on T32, along with Quadra
linear amplifiers. Several pallets of gear are
now ready to be transferred to the shipping
container, which we expect to leave the UK
in late February - from where it will travel
via Singapore to Fiji, arriving in Suva in
April or early May, for onward shipping to
T32.

Firstly, we can confirm that the callsign
T32C has been issued, in line with our
previous callsigns (9MØC, D68C, 3B9C,
3B7C), the „C‟ recalling our origins in the
UK‟s CDXC (Chiltern DX Club). The call
took a little time to arrange, as single letter
suffixes are not normally issued by the
Kiribati Government.
Website
Secondly, our website (www.t32c.com)
goes from strength to strength, with all the
latest news. For example, you can look at
predicted propagation, make a donation via
PayPal and other means, read about the
island, and much more. At this time, though,
we would particularly urge everyone to
complete the survey of wanted bands and
modes, which will help us in planning our
operating schedule.

A novel development will be the inclusion
of a GPS tracker in the container so that we
can follow the progress of our kit as it
makes its way to the island!

Young Amateur

Brochure

Our team is now almost complete, and we
are especially delighted to welcome young
amateur Michael Zürch, DG1CMZ, whose
participation is possible thanks to an
anonymous sponsor. Michael is a 25-yearold from Thuringia, Germany. He was first
licensed at the age of 14 and is a keen
contester and DXer. He has operated from
GJ, but T32C will be his first major
DXpedition. Michael is currently working
on his PhD thesis in strong-field laser
physics at the University of Jena in the

A PDF brochure is now available giving
much more information about the
DXpedition and the island. A copy is
included with this bulletin and can be
downloaded from the website. While
designed primarily to give potential
sponsors more information about T32C, we
are also mailing to existing sponsors, DX
bulletins and others, as we believe it gives
everyone some fascinating insights into this
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major project. As always, more information
will follow in due course. We thank you for
your interest in T32C.
Don Field, G3XTT (don.field@gmail.com)
3 February 2011
(FSDXA Publicity Officer)
Global Sponsor: Yaesu
Major Sponsors: Nevada Radio, Martin
Lynch & Sons
_____________________________________________________________________

CDXC Raffle to Support the FSDXA T32C DXpedition
Background

Gambling Commission rules. A rule
of a small society raffle is that
tickets can only be offered on an
unsolicited basis for sale to members
of that society. For this to be
meaningful the society needs to be
CDXC and this is why CDXC needs
to be involved. Only UK members
may be mailed.

1. This note sets out details of the
CDXC raffle being run to support
the T32C DXpedition in late 2011.
T32C will be the most expensive
DXpedition undertaken by FSDXA.
The budget has had to be balanced to
fund the DXpedition whilst at the
same time keeping the costs for
participants at a reasonable level.
Nonetheless, participants will be
paying in the order of £3,500 –
£4,800 each.

5. Raffle tickets are being mailed to
UK-based CDXC members with the
March Digest and there will be one
prize – a Yaesu FT-950 transceiver
that sells for around £1,290. This is
sponsored by Martin Lynch & Sons,
Nevada Radio and Yaesu UK. ML &
S are also supplying a 30A power
supply, a MyDEL MP-30SW111.

2. Fundraising therefore represents a
major element of the budgetary plan
for the DXpedition. This includes
sponsorship, pre-selling of videos
and other sources.

6. Non-members are able to buy tickets
through CDXC members. The
CDXC member should enter the
following on the counterfoil. Bought
by G3AAA (member) on behalf of
G3BBB (non-member). Of course
G3AAA should try to persuade
G3BBB to join the Club.

3. As part of the fundraising
programme, FSDXA is joining with
CDXC in organising a raffle to raise
further funds. This note describes the
process and the issues involved.
The Raffle Process
4. The raffle is to be run as a small
society raffle within the terms of the

7. The draw is planned for 26 August
2011, just prior to the DXpedition.
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8. Tickets are priced at £1 each in
books of 10. 1,500 books are being
printed initially.


9. The Promoter is to be our President,
Neville/G3NUG.
10. Further raffle tickets are available
from Neville.



11. Proceeds (net of costs) will be
distributed as follows:





90% to T32C.
10% retained by CDXC for
allowing use of their mailing
list.

One CDXC member or
his/her contact will win an
outstanding prize.
Since we plan to advertise
the raffle widely, we may
attract members into CDXC
(and then hopefully retain
them).
CDXC is seen to be actively
promoting this UK-lead
DXpedition with nearly all
team
members
being
members of CDXC.
Substantial potential income.

15. FSDXA is assuming all liabilities
(financial
and
operational)
concerning the running of the raffle.
The administration is to be handled
by FSDXA.

12. £20 worth of tickets is being mailed
to all CDXC members in the UK
with a return envelope. We ask
members to return unsold tickets.

16. Members of the T32C Planning
Team are excluded from the raffle.

13. Publicity will be via the CDXC
Digest, T32C website, RadCom etc.

FSDXA 20 February, 2011

14. The advantages to CDXC are:

New CDXC QSL Cards
The original CDXC QSL cards have been around for a while and were in need of a revamp. Jim, MØZAK, has worked with Tony, LZ1JZ, to produce our own QSL card. You
can see examples of the first ones off the press in the photo pages. I paid £50 all up for
my 1,000 cards and as those who already use Tony know, the quality is good and the
turnaround is quick.
So if you want cards, and we would encourage you to use this design as it helps promote
CDXC, then just e-mail Tony (lz1jz@hotmail.com) with your specific data (name, address
etc.) specifying the CDXC design and he will e-mail you your design within a few days
along with a price quote.
For more information go to Tony’s website at www.LZ1JZ.com and click on the CDXC link
on the left-hand side. This is a membership service; CDXC is not involved commercially in
any transaction you have with Tony and receives no royalties, but benefits from the
promotional words on the reverse of the card.
73 Chris, G3SVL
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CDXC Marketing Officer
Brief Job Specification

We are looking for a marketing officer to heighten the profile of CDXC. He or she would
join the CDXC Committee.
Main tasks would include:


Attracting new members



Maintaining relationships with the amateur radio press and newsletters



Organising mailshots



Organising our attendance at conventions, hamfests etc



Leading our public relations activities including press releases



Attracting new advertisers and maintaining relationships with existing advertisers



Promoting our social activities



Maintaining a file of press cuttings



Promoting the use of our portable rigs



Promoting our products including clothing, badges, QSL cards etc.



Liaising with our webmaster to promote CDXC activities through the webpages



Distributing membership packs and following up enquiries

The marketing officer should have marketing experience in the commercial sector, be ITliterate and be familiar with databases such as MS Access. If interested, please e-mail
Neville, G3NUG: g3nug@btinternet.com.

Correction to G3IFB Obituary in the Digest, January 2011
I've had an e-mail from Geoff, G3JUL, to say that the GC3AAE DXpedition in 1958 was
to Alderney, not Jersey as stated in the Obituary for Frank G3IFB. According to Geoff
there were four operators: G3AAE, G3IFB, G3JUL and one other (a G3B??) accompanied
by two XYLs who did the cooking! They flew from Croydon airport (long since closed) in
a Heron and while on the island used the first ever KWM1 to arrive in the UK - but it
failed!
G3NKS
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DX an’ all that
Don Field, G3XTT
There‟s been quite a bit of chat on the CQ
Contesting reflector recently comparing the
skills needed for amateur radio (specifically
contesting) with those needed for computer
games. An emerging view seems to be that
computer games are far more sophisticated
and challenging than amateur radio
nowadays, and it‟s certainly true that they
have grown up a lot – in Japan, at least, the
majority of gamers are apparently adults,
rather than spotty teenagers. Nevertheless, I
continue to find that, for me, that airwaves
hold a unique fascination. Hopefully that
goes for most readers of this column, too.

don@g3xtt.com

Other DX
As I write this T3ØYA and T3ØOU are
active, although inevitably hard to work
from the UK, even with a few sunspots.
Baldur, DJ6SI, is active as TT8DX (a
reissued call). Then there is still talk of the
Sable
expedition
being
resurrected,
probably in March. T31 is coming up
shortly, as are Revillagigedo (XF4) and the
Andamans (VU4). Indeed it looks like being
a vintage year as expeditioners dust off their
portable kit to welcome the improved
propagation (let‟s hope it‟s here to stay this
time).

And the last couple of months have kept us
in their grip. We have seen actual, real live
sunspots of a type and energy not observed
for about five years.

Then there‟s Southern Sudan. There is a
date, 9 July, when the country is due
formally to declare its independence. And
two major DXpeditions have already been
announced to run from that date. That said,
quite a few unanswered questions remain.
DXCC rules require more than simply a
declaration of independence and there is
always the worry that this could be another
Kosovo, where UN, US State Department,
or whatever, recognition is delayed for some
reason. The ARRL will also have to decide
whether the deleted country of Southern
Sudan is reinstated or (more likely) a new
entity is added to the DXCC list. Anyway,
we can expect the pile-ups to be horrendous,
but at least this one is significantly easier to
work from the UK than, say, Swains Island.

We have had the opportunity to work
VP8ORK (South Orkney) on all bands, 10
through 160m. The TJ9PF and S9DX teams
have also been doing a grand job, with good
signals on most bands and modes. Then
there was Bob, 5B4AGN (still G3ZEM to
those of us who have known him for a long
time), who appeared as T88ZM and
KHØ/G3ZEM.
As others have observed, T88 is activated
several times a year, but usually by Japanese
amateurs, and somehow they never seem to
give the attention to Europe that we in the
UK would like to see. Thus it was that I still
needed T88 on 80m, but working Bob
turned out to be a chipshot, as our American
friends would say (at least, it would have
been if it wasn‟t for the DQRM on his
frequency, which made the contact harder
than it ought to have been, but that was
hardly Bob‟s doing). I missed him from
KHØ (which I also need on 80m), but
mainly because I was away in France for
most of the time he was there.

Radio Comparisons
Two columns ago I mentioned that I had the
opportunity to compare the new FT-5000
with the most expensive amateur transceiver
currently on the market, namely the IC7800. Surprisingly (at least, I was surprised)
no one followed up after I made no further
mention in my last column. I thought some
readers might have been keen to see my
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conclusions. Well, you‟re going to get them
anyway! The first thing to say is that both
are excellent radios with very good
performance. In RF and ergonomics terms I
have long been an admirer of the original
FT-1000D, to the extent that I have owned
two, an early one for many years and, more
recently, a late model which I picked up
second-hand in immaculate condition. The
performance under contest or pile-up
conditions was always excellent, and I was
never convinced that radios relying mainly
on DSP (albeit after a socalled roofing
filter) gave the same performance. I owned
one such DSP-based radio until recently, but
in a contest there always seemed to be clicks
and bangs from adjacent stations, which
were simply not there with the mechanical
filters in the 1000D.

making such measurements – I leave that to
the G3SJXs of this world) that any intermod
products are at a very low level. And,
finally, this generation of radios appears to
have DSP, which is worth persevering with,
as it actually enhances the listening
experience. For example, I find the noise
reduction in my FT-5000 quite amazing, if
only by comparison with previous rigs I
have owned.
Much of the rest comes down to
ergonomics. The FT-5000 is familiar to
anyone who has used previous Yaesu kit,
especially the FT-2000. The Icom is
undoubtedly familiar to previous Icom
aficionados, with the functions of soft
buttons being clearly displayed on the large,
clear screen. I did enjoy the display once I
had figured out where everything appeared
(I found it all a lot easier when I plugged in
my 19-inch monitor), and it‟s great to be
able to run data modes directly from the
radio, with a USB keyboard connected to
the rear.

The one radio I have owned in recent years
which outperformed the FT-1000D in such
conditions, at least on CW where it often
seemed on even the busiest band that you
had the place to yourself, is the Elecraft K2.
The K2 has also served the Voodoo group
well in recent years in the CQ WW CW
contests. It benefits from being designed
purely for the amateur bands, with a low
first
IF, whereas
the mainstream
manufacturers need to offer broadband
coverage these days, or lose significant
market share. But the K2 is not really a dayto-day base station. It overheats easily, is
small - so front panel controls have to be
multi-function - and it‟s not necessarily the
finest on modes other than CW.

The major difference between the two
radios, other than the display (which is,
effectively, an additional cost with the FT5000, either by way of the SM-5000 station
monitor or the DMU-2000 unit if you want
the full Monty), is that the IC-7800 contains
two identical receivers - which the FT-5000
doesn‟t. In the latter the main receiver is
optimised by being amateur bands only,
whereas the second receiver is broadband
and therefore retains the higher first IF. For
most practical purposes the fact that the two
receivers are different in execution matters
not. But you would not be able, for
example, to phase lock them for true
diversity reception.

The big brother of the K2, the K3, has a
large and evangelical following nowadays,
but personally I remain to be convinced.
One person described it to me as the sort of
radio you would expect to buy from
Toys‟R‟Us, which is a bit harsh but I know
what he meant. The same cannot be said of
the FT-5000 or the IC-7800, both of which
are extremely solidly made, with controls
which are solid, smooth and a pleasure to
operate. And both really do sound quiet
under busy band conditions, unnaturally so
at first, suggesting (I have no means of

Was now the right time to upgrade to a new
rig? I don‟t know, although one motivation
was that spares are getting elusive for earlier
models and another was that I can get to
know the FT-5000 before we use them in
anger at T32C. I am extremely grateful to
the CDXC member who loaned me his pride
and joy, his IC-7800, while his house
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extension was underway and his shack
inaccessible. Either transceiver would be an
asset in any DXer‟s or contester‟s shack.

world has changed. When, for example, we
went to the Spratlys in 1998 (9MØC) I was,
in my role as publicity officer, mailing
details to, for example, DX columnists in
overseas magazines by old fashioned snail
mail, as many of them had no published email address. For subsequent FSDXA
operations it got gradually easier as most
were accessible by e-mail and a few major
outlets for news emerged – if you wrote to
these word quickly spread. This is very
much the case nowadays.

There are two other transceivers I haven‟t
mentioned that I would be equally intrigued
to check out. One is the IC-7700. Two
DXers I respect highly have told me they
rate the IC-7700 even above its more
expensive brother in terms of absolute RF
performance, while the ergonomics are very
similar. What it lacks is the second receiver
which, for some users, would render it out
of the question. But where it benefits is that
it came to market slightly later than the IC7800 and has, as a result, somewhat
improved DSP.

If you cannot stretch to the $50 or so that an
annual subscription to the Daily DX costs,
then there are two obvious weekly
alternatives, the OPDX Bulletin and 425
DX News. Both are available free, e-mailed
to you weekly, and the latter also produce
an excellent monthly digest with photos,
stories, etc. Then there are websites where
you can find current information, typified
by MMØNDX‟s excellent dx-world.net. For
QSL information I use the IK3QAR site
(www.ik3qar.it/manager/). Other addresses
are usually best found on qrz.com (you need
to register in order to see e-mail addresses).

The other radio currently generating a large
amount of interest is the new TS-590. It‟s
not in the same league as those I have
mentioned so far. Again, it has no second
receiver, and there is no panoramic display,
etc. But the price/performance combination
is going to be hard to ignore and I believe
they are already flying off the shelves of
Lynchy and others. Having been a huge fan
of Kenwood in days of yore (I still consider
my old TS-940S, which is still around in
GU4YOX‟s shack, to have had probably the
best
ergonomics
of
any
amateur
transceiver), it‟s good to see them back with
what looks like being a great product for HF
operators.

And, of course, most current DXpeditions
have excellent websites. Recent ones
(TJ9PF and S9DX included) link into
G7VJR‟s Club Log, so that you can easily
see when UK stations are working the
expedition and on what band, based on
actual QSO data. I was astonished to get an
e-mail after ZL8X from a RadCom reader
who said he had focused his search on 10
and 12m, and was disappointed not even to
hear the expedition. Even without
knowledge of propagation, a quick look at
the log data would have shown that no UK
QSOs were being made on these bands.

Sources of Information
Finally, I never cease to be surprised at
some of the questions and comments on the
CDXC reflector about DX operations.
Questions such as “I heard xxx on the
bands, anyone know anything about this
operation?” Comments such as “I was
surprised to hear that xxx will be active
from yyy”, usually days if not weeks after
the information has been published widely
in the various DX publications. For my own
part my most useful source is always the
Daily DX, if only because this is the first
(sometimes the only) publication which
DXpeditions send their information to. The

There are plenty of other sites and sources I
haven‟t mentioned. My point is that there is
no excuse nowadays; if anything there is an
overabundance of information, but if you
focus on just one or two of the sources listed
above you won‟t go far wrong.
73 Don, G3XTT
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S79K 2010 DXpedition
Dave Sharred, G3NKC

Background

in CQ WW. We decided to plan with the
following:

For 2002 – 2006 both Dave, G3NKC, and
Martin, G4XUM, have participated in CQ
WW SSB as part of the MD4K team. With
the decreasing sunspots we looked further
afield for opportunities to experience the
contest from higher point-scoring locations.
To this end we became roving CQ WW
SSB participants, operating from a different
continent each year: 2007 from P3F (AS);
2008 from 6Y1V (NA); and 2009 from
PJ2T (SA). So it was that we looked for an
opportunity in Africa in 2010.





We had approached some established teams,
but never found opportunities - or the time
commitment was too great. We were
inspired to learn more about the successful
S79GM operation by GM3YTS and
GMØGAV, so had a number of discussions
about the viability of using the same QTH at
the northern part of Mahé. We established
that the QTH would be available for the
time frame that we required. We allowed
one week for travel, putting a station
together and dismantling, and of course
some operating in between!





160/80m – Battlecreek special on a
60ft Spiderpole. Since this antenna is
an inverted-L with a trap, it was
decided that this needed no real
preparation and we would make it on
site (including radials).
40m – A simple quarter wave was
planned using a 12m fibreglass pole.
Again, it was decided that these
would need no special attention and
could be made on site (including
radials)
20m – We decided very early on that
we would plan to use a 2-element
vertical dipole array, supported on a
40ft middle section of a 60ft
Spiderpole
10m – Vertical dipole arrays
(VDAs) were planned here too,
using standard 30ft fibreglass poles.

The vertical dipole arrays were an unknown
quantity to us, so by late August we had a
planning weekend
in
Crewe
and
successfully made and tested the 3 VDAs.
They worked pretty well to the design
calculations and exhibited some directivity.
We expected that we would need to resonate
these in situ in the Seychelles. Since we
were on the north side of the Island, we
figured that these would need to be
orientated due north – they have a 120°
beamwidth, so they were in the optimum
direction for NA, EU and JA .

Team
We needed to establish a team very early
on, and had a shortlist of operators that we
could call on - and soon added Michael,
G7VJR, and Fred, G4BWP, to the team.
Additionally, Fred‟s XYL, Yei Li, was to
join us.
Planning

We additionally had an RX loop for LF
reception. Even though we did erect this in
the Seychelles, we rarely used it (see later).
Other items of equipment we planned to
take included:

We knew the QTH was at the sea front;
facing north. At the outset we had to
consider separate, lightweight antennae for
all bands, and they would have to be
effective since this was to be a serious effort
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Transceivers – Two Elecraft K3s.
We did consider the need for a back-














Licensing

up radio, but in the eventuality we
did not have the capacity to take one.
Amplifiers – Michael already had a
Tokyo HL1.2K and Fred had
recently acquired an Expert 1K
amplifier.
6 Pak – This meant that we planned
to run 2 RG8 coaxes back to the
shack and then RG58 to the „antenna
farm‟.
Filters – we took individual
bandpass filters for each radio.
These were lighter in weight than
our Dunestar filters.
Power supplies – we had various
compact switched-mode supplies for
the rigs and antenna switching.
Coax – We took 2 25m runs of RG8
as mentioned; the VDA‟s were
already coupled to nominal lengths
of coax, so we had additional runs of
RG58 in different lengths so that we
could extend the coax lengths on
site, depending on the separations
we could achieve.
Tools – we had a small selection of
basic tools, including a soldering
iron and some spare connectors etc.
We only considered items we
thought we might need.
PCs – we planned for 4 laptops; 3
were configured in a wifi network;
the 3rd to support DXCluster access.

We had applied for the short call of S79K
and were quite surprised that our wish was
granted. This was dealt with very efficiently
by the licensing authority.
We did have some restrictions in our license
that we could not do anything about, even
though we asked:






An additional aspect of our planning was
weight management – all of the equipment
was going with us; nothing was shipped
ahead.

160m – the band is only available
from 1.81 – 1.85 MHz – we would
have liked to have had this extended
to either work below 1.810 (maybe
split freq to EU); or additional slots
above 1.850 MHz. In the end we
spent little time on 160m during the
contest – it was hard even to make
ourselves heard in EU.
80m – Standard EU bandplan. We
knew it would be very hard to hold a
frequency here; although we
considered it might be easier for a
few hours before EU sunset
(Seychelles time is 4 hours ahead of
GMT). We would have liked to be
able to go above 3.8 MHz
40m - the band is only available
from 7.05 – 7.100 MHz. This was
going to be quite restrictive in the
contest - and worst, for any precontest CW activity, could (and did)
cause issues due to us using CW in a
perceived SSB part of the band

The power limit was the standard EU 400W,
so our amps were a good choice.
Travel

We established a spreadsheet early on to
document our inventory, and also monitor
the weight, so that we could forecast that
would be within our weight limit (30Kg).

Michael, Martin and Dave travelled together
from Manchester To Dubai on 25 October,
and onwards to the Seychelles after a short
stop. We had some luggage juggling at
Manchester; both K3‟s and the Tokyo amp
were carried onto the aeroplane as hand
luggage; with everything else in the hold.
We were very close to our weight limits, if
not over, but were relieved not to incur
additional costs.

Fred was unable to take either his radio or
amplifier with him to Dubai, so we agreed
to carry these. This meant that Fred would
take the ski bags with the poles in them and
all of the coax with him! It seemed like a
fair swap at the time.
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We arrived to a very dull and wet
Seychelles at 08:00 local time on Tuesday.
The passport control took an eternity, with
very though checks made on everyone.
Martin was also unlucky at customs, who
had a great interest in his luggage. None of
the hand–carried radios or amplifiers
attracted attention, but Martin‟s case had the
filters and the switched-mode power
supplies. In the end our explanation was
accepted, and Martin was given a piece of
paper that needed to be handed in on leaving
the Seychelles.

antenna we figured it should be up next. We
resonated it for 160m and the higher end of
80m; we used some 16 radials, at least half
tossed into the sea, as far out as we could.
We also made a loading coil for the base, so
that we could move the 80m resonance
point to the CW part of 80m. This was a 2L
Sprite Bottle special. We were on 80m CW
with a bang from just around EU sunset.
The first station in the log was OH3XR and
500 QSOs were then logged in the next six
hours, with Asia and EU. Remembering that
this was a contest effort, G3NKC finally
finished 80m at 0200z local time! This was
going to be fun. We also noticed that the
static level was very low on the LF bands,
so were very fortunate – or LF-hardened!

The care hire company (SeyCars) met us
and took us to the villa. We had two
compact Hyundais to get to the villa; with
four adults and all our luggage it made for a
tight fit!

Thursday

We arrived at our accommodation and some
well-earned rest at about 1030 am. For the
rest of the day we opened the cases and set
up the stations as much as we could – Fred
was not due in until early on the Wednesday
morning- and he had the all-essential coaxes
and poles in the ski bag!

We had another busy day setting up the
other antennae and testing them, and this
was a very productive one. We interspersed
our activities with a little band checking and
a lunchtime run on 15m CW and 20 CW.
We now had both our stations functional.
We even loaded up the 40m vertical to give
some 30m QSOs to the deserving!

Wednesday
Since we had done 80m the previous
evening, we also planned to give 160m a
good go this evening. We hit 160m by
1720z, with a QSO with RA1AOB, and then
a string of QSOs. Michael worked in several
stints on 160m, with several forays onto
30m too, and we finally went QRT at 2240z
(0240 local)

Fred and Yei Li had less hassle than we did
at the airport, so arrived at the villa in very
good time, leaving the rest of the day to set
up the first of the antenna farm. The sea
front was very rocky, so we selected the
best sites perched on rocks for all antennae.
First up was the 15m VDA. We found, not
surprisingly, that the resonant point had
changed a little, but soon tweaked the
resonance to where we wanted it. By
midday this was sorted and a quick tune
across 15m netted a few early QSOs with
Asian stations, and also MØURX with a
very good signal. So already we were
hopeful that we would work EU relatively
easily.

The other station had a 40m sked with
GMØGAV. Remembering our strange band
plan, we operated on our band edge (7.050)
and listened in the DX window, since this
was the best way to alert The Community to
our presence. I guess the DX Cluster then
broadcast this to the rest of the world!
We were also keen to know how long 20m
would stay open in our evening. We hit 20m
from 1925z (2325 local); and were amazed
to hear the band wide open to EU, JA, and
USA. Boy, these VDA‟s were really

Next we set about the Battlecreek special,
for 80/160m. We did want to play LF before
the contest and this being the biggest
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performing! By the time we quit; we had
another 900 QSOs across all of the bands.

one QSO only before incrementing. The
very disciplined JA ops understood this
well, and responded accordingly. With the
first shift over we had made over 600 QSOs,
so now it was over to Fred and Michael.

Friday
We also wanted to explore the bands just
after sunrise and prove that 20m was also
well open to EU at 0330z, so ran more
stations.

We got to realise very soon that only one
band really ran at any time, and as the day
went on 20m became harder, so that station
moved up to 10m. And then 15m became
the money band, especially when EU
opened up as well as AS. About 700 QSOs
were made in the second shift

We also loaded the 40m vertical up on 17m
and 12m, bands that we would not touch in
the contest.
Another 1,300 QSOs were logged before the
contest, on all of the bands, on this day.

By 1330z we had moved off 10m again,
back to 20m as this was getting near to our
sunset time. 15m too was becoming
difficult, so the 15m station became a 40m
station and roving LF mult station. At 1407z
we found both KH7X and KH6MB on 80m!

We also paid attention to checking audio
levels, recording CQ messages and checking
for mutual interference between our
stations. We were very surprised to
experience very little interference - certainly
no band hash and only occasional problems
on harmonic frequencies. This is a great
credit to the K3 radios, we feel.

By 1600z 20m started to open up very well
to USA too, so we then had 20m open to the
three major continents!!
By 2150z we were also back on 80m; not
only were EU stations joining in our pile-up,
but many USA stations at their sunset found
us too – KE9L was the first, I believe!

We went QRT at 1700z, enjoyed the calm
before the storm that is CQ WW, finished
our last-minute preparation, and took an
early night (the contest started at 0400 local
time in Seychelles). We had already decided
that we would work in four-hour shifts, with
G4XUM/G3NKC
starting,
and
G7VJR/G4BWP following. The plan was
that this would be a big run-fest, picking up
multipliers where needed - and if we could
break the pile ups easily!

We finished the first day with over 3,750
QSOs in our log.
Sunday
I didn‟t say it, but Michael had a cold in the
earlier part of the week, which he thought
he had shaken off. Unfortunately, during the
Saturday his voice got worse and worse,
until he recorded his CQ message! He
suffered through the second night, but he
totally lost his voice. We sometimes ran
with just one op, but mostly covered his
shift, since it was becoming impossible!

Saturday – The contest starts
We got up in good time for the start of the
contest. Martin started with a nice run on
20m, since this was an important band. I
tried a little on 40m. We wouldn‟t work LF
on the first night, since we know how
ferocious LF is in Europe. Most of the
QSOs were coming on 20m. By 0300 I had
moved to 15m, which soon opened up with
a bang. I was met with a huge wall of Jas. It
was so hard to pick out calls that I asked for
the JAs by number; staying on a number for

The Sunday was pretty much a repeat of
Saturday, with 15m conditions possibly
being a little better. Some near–Asian
stations (A65s, A73s) worked us on all
bands, even 160m.
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On the last evening we also found a
frequency in our limited 40m allocation, and
were met by a wall of stations calling us.
This necessitated split operation, since we
struggled to make ourselves heard amongst
those who replied. Even then, Fred was
heard to work numbers too!

rest of us onwards to Manchester. We again
had some negotiations over our excess
weight, but in the end never got charged.
We all concluded that we had had a great
time, from a great location, and were quite
pleased with our efforts. The location of the
VDAs really helped, right on the sea front,
and gave us some advantage over simpler
antennae.

We finished the contest with 7,147 QSOs in
the log. We think this was a good QSO rate
from a station with no established antennae.

Logs and QSL
Whilst we were ready for sleep, Michael
stayed up for another two hours to give the
Deserving on 160m a few more QSOs. I
also got up early and found more lastminute QSOs on 15m.

Logs were uploaded to eQSL and LOTW
promptly on our return. More operations
should try this.
I have replied to around 500 direct QSLs,
and some of the comments were very
complimentary. But I was humbled by two
USA ops who were already on Honor roll,
but yet Seychelles was a new one – one guy
now only needs one more to be at the top of
Honor roll!

Post-Contest
It‟s amazing how little time you need to
dismantle a station, and pack it all away. We
disposed of some of our unwanted weight;
we didn‟t want to take the bits of wire etc.
back with us. We went out that evening for
a well-earned meal to a pizzeria on the north
coast. In fact this was about the only place
open, seeing as it was a public holiday in the
Seychelles
On the Tuesday we started our return
jouney, Fred and Yei Li to Dubai, and the

This is one easy place to get to, and also
easy to get a licence. A great deal of fun can
be had from here, on the radio, with a
relatively simple set-up.
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Pacific DXpedition 2010: Niue and Norfolk Island
Andrea Panati, IK1PMR, and Claudia Fava, PA3LEO

During the summer of 2010 we made plans
for a DXpedition that would include a new
round-the-world trip. Our DX targets this
time were Niue (ZK2) and Norfolk Island
(VK9N). We based our choices on ease of
access by air, flight schedules and mostwanted rankings, especially in Europe. The
path to the South Pacific from Europe can
be very difficult, especially on the low
bands. This would be our 6th Pacific
DXpedition.

supporter Bradley, W6TJI, and his family.
K6SRZ joined us on departure from Los
Angeles. We flew to Auckland, New
Zealand, and Doug was already there.
Auckland is a familiar destination to us – a
great city and convenient logistic hub in the
South Pacific. We returned to Auckland
three times during this expedition.
Niue Island
After a night at the International Hostel in
Auckland we took the once-per-week flight
to Niue back across the International
Dateline. We arrived on Niue on November
19 after a three-and-a-half hour flight.
Teressa, the owner of Namukulu Cottages
(our QTH on Niue) met us at the airport.
From there we visited the Telecom office
and collected the ZK2A licence, paying in
cash. Other than hotel and rental car bills,
all transactions on Niue are cash only. After
getting our licence we went shopping - an
urgent matter because it was Friday and
most shops are closed on weekends - then
continued on to our QTH. Distances are
small on Niue, and the roads reasonably
good.

After making our plans and travel
arrangements, we sent out invitations to join
the expedition. The final team consisted of
Doug, N6TQS (an RTTY specialist who
was with us on T33C in 2004 and VU4AN
in 2006), Alan, K6SRZ (a CW operator and
medical doctor, who was also with us at
T33C), and Harald, LA9SN (CW and SSB
operator).
For Niue we were able to apply for a licence
by e-mail and received the special short
callsign ZK2A. For Norfolk Island our
friend Justin, VK7TW, assisted us in
applying for the callsign VK9NN (much
better than a VK9N/homecall option).
Our equipment would include three Elecraft
K3 radios plus a spare K2, three small solid
state power amplifiers and lightweight
antennas (mostly vertical arrays and dipoles
supported by fiberglass masts). Limiting
the complexity and work load is essential
for a small team heading to multiple
destinations and special thanks go to
Kenneth, OZ1IKY, for help with antenna
construction, and to Spiderbeam for support.

With a population of about 1,200 people,
the island country has little road traffic.
Driving is on the left and the currency is the
New Zealand Dollar (NZD). It is an
attractive island which its residents refer to
as „The Rock‟. The villages, farms and
forests of Niue are spread across a rolling
plateau that rises well above the surrounding
ocean. There are few beaches. The shoreline
is reached through scattered openings in the
rocks called „chasms‟. Some chasms lead to
natural salt water pools where one can swim
among tropical fish. K6SRZ took a day off
from the radio to go scuba diving and

We departed from Europe on 14 November
2010, flying to Los Angeles. We spent three
days in Southern California to adjust for jet
lag and to collect part of our equipment. A
special thank you goes to our friend and
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observed that the coral is healthy and there
is an abundance of sea snakes.

and 17m offered shorter openings to
Europe.

We initially setup verticals for 30 and 40m,
which we considered the most productive
bands, and then put up inverted-L antennas
for 80 and 160m and dipoles for the higher
bands. We also installed a DHDL loop for
receiving (thanks to Paolo, I4EWH, for
help). This kind of RX antenna does not
require a ground connection and it is also
quite compact – about 22m long. We used
about 300m of TX coax cable plus another
75m for the RX antenna. We had three HF
stations, each with an Elecraft K3 radio and
a solid-state power amplifier. All the
stations occupied the same room.

Alan and Andrea operated in the CQ WW
DX CW contest as a Multi-Single, making
3,108 QSOs during the weekend. ZK2A
made about 15,000 QSOs, mostly CW but
with a significant percentage of RTTY
contacts. Our QTH on the North Coast of
Niue, though not close to the ocean, is
probably one of the best options for a
DXpedition.
On 3 December, after two weeks of ham
radio activity, we boarded the flight back to
Auckland. After a few minutes in the air, the
captain announced that there had been an
electrical failure on the plane and that we
were returning to Niue. Niue airport is
small, with few amenities, and there is only
one scheduled flight to and from Auckland
per week! Fixing the aircraft on Niue
required parts and technicians from New
Zealand, so we waited 14 hours for a
replacement aircraft to arrive. After a few
hours at the airport we were transported to
the Matavai hotel/resort where we had a
single meal. We finally departed after
midnight and arrived in Auckland tired and
hungry with just enough time to connect
with our flight to Norfolk Island.

The power on Niue is 240V and quite
reliable and stable. We had no problems
running three amplifiers at the same time
(sometimes with two stations on RTTY and
one on CW). Niue has a policy of
guaranteeing access to high-speed Internet
for all its citizens - having wireless Internet
was a real luxury for a DXpedition, though
connections were unreliable, especially
during periods of rain - and it rains almost
every day on the island. The weather was
hot and humid.
As usual in the South Pacific, propagation is
poor at around midday. So between 1200
and 1400 local time we took our lunch
break. Most shops on Niue close early and
most restaurants are also closed at lunch
time. „Crazy Uga‟s Café‟ became our usual
lunch bar. „Uga‟ is the local word for
„coconut crab‟.

Norfolk Island
After the delay due to the aircraft failure and
lack of accommodation and information, we
were confronted by the demand that we pay
extra fees for our carry-on baggage. Carryon baggage is becoming more and more of a
problem. Leaving Niue, and later when
leaving Norfolk Island, we had no problems
with our carry-on, but when leaving
Auckland we had to argue with Air New
Zealand staff over the additional charges.
Andrea refused to budge and the matter was
escalated to a „responsible‟ person. Finally
we were accompanied to the „premium
check-in‟ and we went through with our two
HF stations (K3 and K2) plus amplifier,
cables and two laptops (for a total of about
30kg) instead of the 7kg-each allowance.

ZK2 is one of the most difficult areas to
work for Western European DXers. The
short and long paths both pass directly
through the poles. Eastern Europe has a
much easier path. A few UA3, UA4, UA6
and UR stations worked us on Top Band.
There were short openings to ON, DL, G
and some other European countries on 80m
during early mornings (UTC). 40m and 30m
were the „most popular‟ bands, while 20m
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Getting through Norfolk Island airport was
trouble-free, with no questions or customs
checks. Mark, the owner of the Pacific
Palms, our QTH on Norfolk, met us at the
airport with a truck and a rental car. With
our licence already in hand, we went
shopping - the supermarkets on Norfolk are
modern and well stocked. Our QTH
consisted of two spacious units with two
bedrooms each. Between the units there is a
large garage that we used as the shack for
our three stations.

varied than on Niue. Norfolk attracts a
larger number of tourists and offers several
flights per week to different destinations in
Australia and New Zealand.
Most DXers remember Jim Smith, VK9NS.
For most of us VK9NS was our first contact
with Norfolk Island. Jim operated from 35
different DXCC entities. In 1980 he
founded the Heard Island DX Association to
plan for the pioneering Heard Island
DXpedition of 1983. Jim died in 2009, but
his widow, Kirsti/VK9NL, still lives on
Norfolk. Kirsti was kind enough to welcome
us to her home. Kirsti plans on more ham
radio activity from her great location. She is
able to operate on 20-15-10m on CW and
SSB with her current set-up. She does not
maintain any online logs or electronic QSL
services, but does honour traditional paper
QSL cards.

The operating conditions here were similar
to those on Niue. We used a tree to support
the 80m antenna, which was a vertical
monopole (instead of an inverted-L) with
elevated radials about 1.5m above ground.
Doug used a slingshot to launch a rope to
the top of a 25m-tall tree.
On Norfolk it was easier to set up the 30m
and 40m verticals because we could tie the
fiberglass poles to a wooden fence and
avoid guy ropes. We added a second vertical
(in practice a parasitic reflector) on the
South side of each driven element to
improve our signal to the North (+/- 50
degrees) and achieve a lower radiation
angle. Propagation paths were generally
better to Europe than they had been on
Niue. There were longer and stronger
openings, especially on the higher bands.
But 80m was very noisy and extremely hard
long path to Europe.

Our flight was scheduled to depart Norfolk
on 19 December, but the plane didn't come
(because of fog, the airline claimed). We
were delayed for two days, so we went back
to the Pacific Palms and set up the 20m and
30m antennas. It was a good idea to leave
the rope on top of the tree, because we were
further delayed until the 23 December, so
we came back again to the QTH and set up
the antennas for the third time. The delays
meant that we made more QSOs from
Norfolk than from Niue - more than 16,000,
including about 3,500 on RTTY.

We needed to keep things simple because
we were a team of just four persons on
Norfolk; K6SRZ needed to return to
California after the Niue operation. Doug
and Andrea operated in the ARRL 10m
contest (SSB and CW respectively) as a
Multi-Single, making 295 QSOs with a
simple dipole.

We finally departed at around 1:30am on
the 23rd, returning to Auckland, where we
connected with our flight to Hong Kong the
same day. This time Air New Zealand
spontaneously allowed us extra baggage at
no charge and also paid for a day‟s
accommodation in Auckland – scant but
welcome compensation for a delay of four
days. Our impression was that some islands
are a low priority destination, especially
around Christmas time, when aircraft
availability can be an issue. Doug embarked
on a tall sailing ship in Auckland; we saw
him boarding the ship with the DXpedition
T-shirt and explaining to other passengers

Roads and the Internet infrastructure were
no better than on Niue (Internet was often
very slow and expensive - we had a pre-paid
service for about 3.50 AUD per hour).
Shopping facilities and cafes/restaurants
were definitely more sophisticated and
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what ham radio means. Because of the
flight delays we spent only two nights in
Hong Kong instead of the five that we had
planned. It was 24 December - Christmas
Eve - when we arrived in Hong Kong, the
last working day of the week and our last
chance to collect our VR2 licence at the
Telecom office. This went smoothly. The
Telecom officials were actually waiting for
us on the 24th floor! Next door to the
licencing office there is a good Italian
restaurant, exactly what we were looking for
at midday.

On 26 December 26 we flew to London and
then back home with many new and
pleasant memories. As we write this we are
designing QSL cards, merging and checking
the logs and getting ready to deliver a QSL
to everyone who wants it, in electronic or
paper form. We don't claim to be fast, so
please be patient.
Many thanks to our supporters and sponsors
worldwide including: The Northern
California DX Foundation, Chiltern DX
Club (UK), GM DX Group, German DX
Foundation, Clipperton DX Club (France),
Swiss DX Foundation, Danish DX Group,
LA DX Group, Mediterraneo DX Club,
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group, ARI
Casale Monferrato, Old Scraps Team (ARI
Busto), Nippon DX Association (Japan),
Spiderbeam, Intrograf (Poland), DX
Engineering, and Array Solutions.

Using the public transport in Hong Kong
was also a pleasant experience: efficient,
safer than taxis, and cheap. Next day we
took a ferry to Macau (XX9). Again, there
were no problems at all with customs and no
questions. In Macau you are welcome to
bring unlimited cash to their casinos, but
Macau offers much more: museums, great
hotels like the Lisboa, beautiful shopping
centres, old churches and great food (a mix
of Portuguese and Asian).

Please visit our website at
www.pacificdxpedition.com

RFI and EMI problems
We do see some technical articles in RadCom from time to time concerning tracking down
and resolving RFI-EMI problems and RSGB run a good help service. However, everything
seems to be rather dry and perhaps technical. Roger, G3SXW, has suggested that the
CDXC Digest could be a good place for an article or series about this issue. It is after all
becoming a major problem for many DXers. He has stumbled across two websites:
www.on4ww.be/emi-rfi.html
Mark, ON4WW, tells some 20 anecdotes about his experiences over the years. He has
already readily agreed to re-publication.
www.gare.co.uk/noise/index.htm
Chris, G3WOS, has several anecdotes (see 'Background' on the left of his website). The
thing I like about these anecdotes is that they are easy-to-read little stories, practical and
non-technical. This has been a 'gap in the market' until now. This is the where to start and
what to do, especially to track down sources of noise. All we've heard until now is to take
a transistor radio with a ferrite antenna which you can turn for maximum noise.
[Thanks, Roger. I’ll see what we can do in future issues. Ed.]
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VYØX: Activation of Ulituqisalik, NA-208
Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC

Ulituqisalik is an uninhabited island located
6 km west of the hamlet of Kugaaruk, which
is home to 760 people. Large pink granite
formations adorn the community in a
majestic, picturesque landscape. Until 1968
its residents lived in tents during the
summer and igloos during the winter.
Kugaaruk was the last community in
Kitikmeot to introduce electricity, a region
that accounts for one fifth of the area of
Nunavut, equal to Morocco or Sweden, but
with only 5,400 inhabitants. Inuksuit was
built by the locals long ago to mark their
land, guard atop a granite plateau over the
fine structure of a beautiful stone church, in
dire need of repairs, and a couple of older
burial grounds.

operators behaved admirably, allowing me
to log QSOs at a good pace. The fun,
however, didn‟t last too long, as after 0800
UTC on 14 August the bands died out. For
several hours I was only able to log at 5% of
the QSO rate I had during the same period
of time a day earlier, due to geomagnetic
perturbations generated by the arrival of a
large proton emission from the sun.
I would like to thank Vince Ningark for his
invaluable assistance with the logistics, and
my guides Lionel Tigvareark and Kirby
Tungilik for their dedication. It was a
pleasure to meet Bob, VE8BOB, whose
enthusiastic aid made my stay in
Yellowknife gratifying. My appreciation
also to George, VE3GHK, always ready to
help me out. Last but not least, I remain
indebted to my family for their
understanding of my passion for the hobby.

The islands closer to the mainland were
inaccessible, since the locals left their sled
dogs to roam freely there during the
summer, so that their legs develop to full
strength. The camp was set up on the wide
sandy beach linking the two parts of
Ulituqisalik. Only two of the five car
batteries I had with me worked, each with
only one cell charging. Thus each of these
batteries would only provide about 30
minutes of operation, leading to a work load
equivalent to carrying one battery for 2.5
km, bending every 15 m to put it down, then
again to pick it up. It‟s worth noting that
each battery had a different type of
terminals requiring additional time to
reconnect the power cable at every use.

I am extremely grateful to W5BXX and
JM1PXG for their unparalleled financial
support.
Special thanks to the top: JA1EY, KO1U,
VE7DP, VE8BOB, large - DK8UH,
EA8AKN, G0PHY, JA1BPA, JE1DXC,
JF4VZT, JA8MS, JA9IFF, KD1CT, N6FX,
OH1JO, VE3IQ, VE3ZZ and generous
donors CT1BXX, DJ3XG, I4GAD, I4GAS,
I4MKN, IK4CIE, IZ8EJB, JA1QXY,
JH1QVW, JA5IU, JR0DLU, OE6IMD,
PT7WA, SM3NXS, UA3CQ, VE1VOX,
VE3FOI, VE7IG, VE7SMP, VK3HJ,
VK3QI, KA1R, W3AWU, KD3CQ,
WA3HIC, W4LSC, W4PKU, W5PF,
AB6QM, W6RLL, as well as to all those
who
supported
this
project
(see
www.qrz.com/db/vy0x for the donors‟ list).

During about 48 hours of operation I logged
1,750 QSOs with 1,476 different stations in
55 DXCC countries on 7 continents using
an Icom-7000 and a vertical wire antenna.
Approximately 58% of the contacts were in
SSB and 42% in CW, while 85% were on
20m and 15% on 30m. Most of the

[With grateful thanks to IREF. Ed.]
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Great view of the coast, Norfolk island.

The team at Captain Cook point. From left to right: LA9SN, PA3LEO, N6TQS, IK1PMR

VI

Pacific DXpedition 2010: Niue & Norfolk Is. cont. (Page 20)

30m vertical array at VK9NN
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Low tide on Ulituqisalik Is.

VYOX across from Kuggaruk (Nunavut)

Multiband wire vertical antenna

CQ de VYOX

View of St. Pete's Bay

The camp from the top of Ulituqisalik Is.
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Theo QSLer
Roger Western, G3SXW
too. Like so many things in life there‟s a bit
of a learning curve, but once the system is
understood it‟s very user-friendly. Of course
again: each to his own. Theo concluded that
you can collect paper QSLs or collect
LoTW credits, or both or neither – whatever
takes your fancy. It does seem that many
QSL collectors are, in fact, doing both in
parallel. But eQSL is only for fun: too open
to abuse for reliable award credits.

Over the years Theo had built up quite a
collection of QSL cards. They had served
him well in applying for DXCC, IOTA and
several other awards that he had targeted
over the past decades. He really wasn‟t into
wall displays so they resided in shoe boxes,
but all nicely ordered by country, with a
separate box for his all-time DXCC new
ones, per band and per mode. Some modern
developments helped quite a bit: for
example his own card could be printed in
256 different colours on high-gloss card for
a lot lower price than in the olden days.

Then again it can all get a bit obsessive.
Maybe we need to guard against that, or it
could take over your life. If it moves, collect
it and analyse it! Excel spreadsheets are so
powerful and so user-friendly – for the ticksheet merchants among us they are lifechanging. The world is split, as we know,
into only two sub-types: those who love
tick-sheets and those who don‟t!

But, y‟know, this whole business of QSLing
hugely added spice to his amateur radio
hobby: the research, the chase, the
disappointments, the little triumphs. Not to
mention the cards themselves: such variety
and such attractive pictures, such added
interest when extra information is included
on the incoming cards about the operator,
the location, the geography, the scenery. He
never could understand why some folks
deride QSLing as out-of-date stuff and
nonsense. Still, each to his own, he
ruminated. That‟s the wonderful thing about
our hobby, Theo thought: you take part in
sub-hobbies if you want to or you don‟t! But
wouldn‟t it be nice if the few nay-sayers
would just shut up and let QSLers get on
with enjoying themselves! There‟s no
obligation.

QSL Management
Theo enjoyed the whole process of QSLing
so much that he decided he‟d offer his
voluntary services as QSL manager for a
DX station. Actually, he ended up servicing
the QSLing needs of several DX stations,
from a country where postal services were
unreliable. And later it led him in surprising
directions.
It was just one of those little quirks which
life sometimes throws at you. He „adopted‟
a newly licensed radio amateur in Nepal.
That country had been through some serious
political upsets recently, but was now
settling down somewhat. Theo set up e-mail
transfers of the log every week and even
built a website for 9N1ZZ. It was all
working well after the teething period,
everyone seeming to benefit from this new
arrangement. Then as time unfolded lo and
behold more Nepalese youngsters got
licensed and Satish asked Theo if he would

New Technology
Then along came the power of computers
and the Internet. Bingo, new ways of
QSLing – marvellous! You could swap emails as an extremely efficient way to sort
out queries and send your requests and
submit award claims. Magic! The olden
days of three weeks of postal delays, faxes
and carrier pigeons are now well behind us!
Logbook of The World really works well
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manage their QSLing too. He leapt at the
chance, naturally - and again everyone was
happy with how things worked. They set up
online logs with regular updates and signed
up for Club Log.

radio: it leads in all sorts of directions,
facilitates all sorts of liaisons and
friendships, it breaks down international and
cultural boundaries like no other activity
can. And for Theo this was all because of
exchanging a piece of cardboard!

Then, along came a chance of a lifetime:
Theo was invited to visit Kathmandu to
meet up with his new friends. He flew via
Dubai and stayed for a week. He met his
new ham friends and their families and
experienced the real life of Nepalis – not
just what the tourists see. On top of all that
they had arranged for Theo to be issued with
his own transmitting licence, so he enjoyed
his own pile-ups (and later handled his own
QSL cards!). What an amazing experience!
Such an exotic culture plus pile-ups: he was
in heaven!

Another string…
. . . to the bow! Exchanging QSL cards used
to be called „the final courtesy‟. Whatever
you call it: it‟s fun, can educate, can lead to
personal relationships, and at very least is a
really simple way to provide a small dose of
pleasure to a stranger.
QSLing is deeply embedded into our hobby.
Modern technology has improved it – not
replaced it. This widely supported subhobby will always be with us. Those who do
not take part are truly missing out on one of
life‟s little pleasures. But then again Theo
thought to himself, live and let live, each to
his own and other such clichés!

Then a little later a couple of these new
9N1s were able to visit the UK and – guess
what? – they made arrangements for the
twinning of Theo‟s local secondary school
with a major institution in Kathmandu. This
is another fantastic thing about amateur

MSØRSD, Isle of Skye, June 2011
Amateurs from the Dudley and District Amateur Radio Society will be active as MSØRSD
from the Isle of Skye, EU-008, in June 2011.
The team will consist of Simon, MØVKY; Brian, GØJKY; Drew, G7DMO, and Graham,
2EØVPT.
We plan to be QRV on HF from 5 - 10 June on 80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12 and 10m.
Modes to be used are SSB and PSK31. We also plan to be QRV on 2m SSB on the
Tuesday afternoon for the UKAC 2 m contest, so listen for us before and after the contest..
Antennas will be a 3-element beam for 20/15/10 and various dipoles, verticles for other
bands - 2m: a 9-element Tonna.
QSL will be either direct via MØVKY (QRZ.com) or bureau to MØRSD. On our return
we will also upload the log to eQSL.CC. We will also have a special QSL card printed.
You can keep upto date with whats happening on our website at
http://dadarsdxpedisleofskye.webs.com/
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DXpeditioning 21st Century Style
Roger Western, G3SXW

The world of DXpeditioning has changed
dramatically in recent years. Let‟s take a
moment to stop and think about these
changes and consider what impact they are
having.

pretty much unregulated, it grows
organically and few, as far as I know, take
the time to consider the impact of these
modern trends. We all realise that there is
indeed some bad news: the sub-hobby of
chasing DX is at risk of falling into
disrepute these days. So let‟s try to define
some of these down sides. Here are a couple
of suggestions, in no particular order.

Even only thirty years ago DXpeditions
were few and far between. These days there
is one or more lighting up the bands almost
every day of the year, even occasionally
with overlapping pile-ups. More activity,
more excitement and more fun for everyone.
What has brought about this explosion of
DXpeditions? Perhaps the main catalyst has
been increasing standards of living and
disposable income in many parts of the
world, combined with reduced travel costs
(relative to income). So international travel
has become available to more people and
more countries have become accessible, in
part due to spread of the Internet which has
reduced national security fears. This is all
marvellous news. Overseas travel is not
only fun, it is highly educational and
encourages international friendship. These
are general statements – unfortunately there
are still many countries which remain more
isolated.

Technology
New facilities and systems have been
developed in recent years and continue to be
developed at a fast pace. Many or most of
these have been nothing but good news,
particularly in the design of hardware and
proliferation of software which adds
fascination and makes life easier.
Technology has perhaps the greatest
potential to change DXing and contesting.
But even here there is a down side, and
some are really significant: the Law of
Unintended Consequences is always just
around the corner with every new
development. One such down side which
these days affects DXpeditioning is abuse of
the DX Cluster. What was a useful tool
nowadays contributes too often to problems:
wrong information is disseminated on the
DX Cluster, causing confusion plus
gratuitous criticisms and insults. Maybe the
main problem is the „Cluster Pile-Up‟. A
clever facility of „point and click‟ (just click
on the frequency of a Cluster spot and the
rig is QSYd there automatically) sometimes
leads to poor operating when DX Chasers
simply blast away on the DX station‟s
frequency without listening.

Awards programmes and contests have
certainly generated much interest and
contributed to the growth of amateur radio.
These competitive activities are attractive to
many. In particular the ARRL‟s DXCC
programme is to be applauded for fuelling
the race to work countries and „band slots‟,
along with its marvellous Logbook of the
World facility. Also, CQ Magazine sponsors
ever-growing
contests
and
award
programmes, as does IOTA. These activities
and many other similar programmes attract
newcomers and reinvigorate some whose
interest might otherwise become stale.

A major down side of Internet use is the
„chat channel‟ where „QSOs‟ are made or
completed, rather than by RF on the air.
Another unfortunate consequence of new
technology might be CW Decoders. Morse

This is the good news, but what about the
down sides? The world of DXpeditioning is
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is seen by some as a digital mode these
days, but Decoders are very inefficient in
pile-ups; they simply cannot separate
multiple signals on the same frequency.
Sometimes Decoder users decide that they
have made a contact having seen a partial
callsign similar to their own on their screen.
They are later disappointed to learn that
they are not in the log. In pile-ups on all
modes it is important to know what is
happening on frequency – CW Decoders
can enable those without CW skills, so extra
care is needed to ensure that proper
procedures are used.

get the contact in the log as quickly as
possible, no matter whose toes they stamp
on in the process. This anarchy could be a
reflection of trends in modern society: we
do seem to care less about our fellow man
than in days gone by. These unruly tactics
have been mainly prevalent in Europe, but
DX chasers in other parts of the world are
now also becoming infected.
Several causes of this unfortunate trend can
be identified. In addition to the decline of
those societal morals there seems to be a
lack of operating skills. Some believe that
the easy availability of transmitting licences
has led to a lowering of operating standards.
The training phase while becoming a
licensee, not to mention Short Wave
Listening, has all but disappeared, so
perhaps it is not surprising that folks get on
the air without the required skills. Another
modern trend is the availability of tools such
as the DX Cluster, Skimmer-like services,
panadapters, decoders - they all make it
easier for unskilled operators to chase DX,
but in a way which can contribute to pile-up
chaos because these operators are unfamiliar
with the transmit/receive sequence which is
normal in pile-ups.

Less frequently, but becoming more
common, is the bizarre activity of those few
who try to collect countries by QSLing
fictitious contacts with data culled from the
DX Cluster or online logs on the Internet.
Real-time DXpedition online logs, by the
way, are sometimes more trouble than they
are worth if reliable Internet connectivity is
not available: DXers who are in the log see
that a (partial) log upload omits their
callsign, so they call again for a second
contact. The very purpose of online logs is
thereby defeated!
New technology is not always a good thing.
We can all think of other examples of the
ways in which DXing is being damaged by
technology. Of course, the balance of up
side and down side is favourable, but if we
at least recognise the down sides then
perhaps we can do something about them or
at least guard against them.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the
modern-day DXpedition operator sometimes lacks the skills to manage the pile-ups.
He hops on a plane and expects to be able to
handle the snarling mass of callers from a
rare country. If only he had spent a year or
two building experience either in semi-rare
places or at least at home with software
simulators. If only DXpedition leaders could
select team members who have the needed
operating experience, rather than their
buddies or those who can afford to make the
trip. Once on site it is difficult to restrict the
operating hours of the less skilled operators
in favour of those with experience. So the
best solution is surely to develop the skill
before travelling. Well-trained DXpedition
operators indirectly „train‟ DXers by their
pile-up operating methods – so training
DXpedition operators can have a greater

Pile-Up Chaos
Greater demand for band-countries leads to
greater urgency for QSOs during
DXpeditions. DX chasers realise that the
chaos which erupts every time a rare DX
station appears on the bands is these days
getting way out of control. We have
Continuous Callers, Deliberate QRMers
(DQRM has entered our vocabulary!) and
many DX chasers who show no manners or
morality in their quest for self-satisfaction
and instant gratification. They simply must
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benefit than hoping to teach unskilled
DXers individually

for their own holiday! Maybe funding
should only be offered to teams visiting
places with no airport or hotel.

With regard to modern DXpeditions we
seem to have quantity these days, but at the
cost of quality.

Finally there are donations from individual
DX chasers. All that is required is to spread
the news that a project is being mounted,
including a payment route if donations are
sought. And that is all. Websites which
repeat over and over again the clarion call
for cash should be shunned. Those who
wish to give will give – by all means spread
awareness, but they should not be
persuaded to donate. Again, this is a hobby
after all! There may be a cultural divide
here: some parts of the world are more cashcentric and attuned to charitable marketing
than others.

Funding Problems
Their argument is simple: this DXpedition is
very expensive, so we need sponsorship to
help cover our costs. If the demand from
DX chasers is sufficient and they are ready
to give money, then so be it – everyone is
happy. But there are some variables here:
the rarity of the target country, the size of
the project, the cost, amount of donations
that can be raised, etc .
Surely charity has to be entirely voluntary.
This is not a commercial activity, it is a
hobby. DXpedition fund raisers should not
persuade us to donate. Again, there are
several issues. Do the DX chasers want the
DXpeditioners to spend so much money?
Some folks assume these days that
activating a „needed‟ country automatically
harvests money to help finance their project.
But where is the line drawn? Is it right that,
in an extreme case, a DXpeditioner has a
free holiday, thoroughly enjoying himself
on a Pacific island paid for by DX chasers?
Maybe some DXpeditioners should scale
down the project so that they can afford to
self-fund – or not go at all!

Nowadays this drive to raise charitable
donations has reached new heights. Those
who do not give are punished by some
DXpeditions with delayed confirmations of
their contacts in an attempt to persuade
them to send money. To a majority of DX
chasers this is immoral. Indeed they feel
aggrieved because they have already
donated through their membership of DX
clubs, often several, which have already
funded the DXpedition. Anyway, the
rationale for delaying confirmations for
non-donors is unfounded: it does not reap
more dollars because LoTW users almost all
continue to collect QSL cards, either
because they want to or in order to claim
awards which are not yet supported by
LoTW. LoTW is now sufficiently widespread that 6-12 months upload delay is no
longer defensible. Some short delay is
expected, to travel home, merge logs and so
forth. Sponsoring organisations need to take
the lead here by denying support to those
DXpeditioners who employ delaying tactics
for misguided pecuniary gain.

There are several sources of funding. As a
starting point the operators themselves
should cover all costs, and only seek to raise
external funds if costs are just too high –
rather than the other way around, just
assuming that DX chasers will pay. The DX
clubs which often exist primarily for the
purpose of funding DXpeditions might
consider restricting their support to only
those countries in the top 50 of the Most
Wanted Country list. That might mean that
they give larger sums to fewer DXpeditions.
This would send a clear message to the
smaller teams that if they want to go to Fiji
or Malta or the Maldives they should pay

One sensible route to securing income is
OQRS (Online QSL Request System). For a
$5 PayPal transfer a direct card is sent to the
DX chaser if he is in the log without the
need to post a request to the DXpedition
QSL Manager. This means that the cost of
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posting the request goes to the DXpedition
instead of to the Postal Service.

who perhaps otherwise will simply emulate
the bad practices which they hear on the air.
Another important initiative comes from
Belgium: the book ‘Operating Practice’ (2)
by ON4WW has been absorbed into their
examination syllabus for transmitting
licences, a major step forward. Both these
documents are really worthy of our support.
For the DXpeditioner side there is also a
section of the „DX Code of Conduct‟ which
describes the basic methods for handling
pile-ups. Essential reading here is
‘DXpeditioning Basics’ by N7NG (3).

Maybe it‟s time to reassess DXpedition
funding.
Some
recent
tactics
are
unwelcome. Maybe new funding arrangements could be developed. For example
sending cash only after a DXpedition has
delivered success. That‟s a matter of cashflow, temporary loans might be required.
When DXpeditions raise significant
donations maybe they should provide their
detailed accounts to the donors. There is a
lack of transparency. Finally, donors should
enforce conditions which include rapid
confirmations of contacts and which
preclude coercion.

It is each and every one of us who can
improve things by, just a simple example,
not calling out of turn. When the
DXpedition calls “QRZ XYZ?” then only
stations containing those letters should
transmit. A worthwhile rule of thumb might
be to only transmit when we are sure that
the DX station would welcome our call.
Should we „name and shame‟ the
transgressors? Even well-known, highly
experienced DXers are heard repeatedly
breaking the „rules‟. These are the very
people who should be setting an example to
others. Should we approach them to
courteously ask why they seem not to mind
being heard operating in that manner? In
worst cases should DX clubs threaten to
withdraw their membership? After all,
amateur radio used to be policed by
government departments – we are now
supposedly „self-policing‟, but no-one
seems to be performing that role.

Donor DX clubs might perhaps feel that it is
time to review their policies.
Solutions?
Those in authority will not solve these
problems. The IARU and national societies
seem to under-rate the importance of DX
chasing to the hobby and seem unconcerned
about deteriorating operating standards.
Without top-down initiatives, solutions can
only come from bottom-up. This means in
practice that each and every DXer needs to
make some contribution to improving the
situation, no matter how small. If not
knowing the „rules‟ for calling in pile-ups
then they could study the many articles and
publications until they become proficient.
Applying the well-tested rules will make for
better DXers, reap more success and more
fun. If we do know the rules, but don‟t
follow them, consider that our peers are
listening. Is logging a new one worth the
loss of respect in your community? At the
DX end poor procedures really stand out
and some are considering blacklisting
extreme cases.

Without some such actions our hobby
within a hobby of DX chasing is doomed to
continue its decline. Some DXers and
DXpeditioners are already giving up the
hobby as they can no longer tolerate the
appalling behaviour on the bands. We need
to act now before it‟s too late.

One such contribution is the ‘DX Code of
Conduct’ (1). Launched in 2010 under the
FOC umbrella (First-Class CW Operators‟
Club), this suggests operating standards and
is seen as a step forward in educating DXers

WebSearch:
1 - http://www.dx-code.org/
2 - http://www.on4ww.be/op.html
3 - http://dxpeditioningbasics.com/
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Workshop Tips and Techniques
3. Test Equipment
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

Way back when, in the 1950s and 60s most
amateurs started on 160m with a home-brew
transmitter. Indeed, until the advent of the
Codar AT5, KW160, Labgear Topbander
and Minimitter Top-2-Seven there were no
manufactured amateur 160m transmitters
available. Coupled with (usually) a war
surplus receiver such as an HRO, AR88,
CR100 or similar, the amateur station was
relatively effective and technically pretty
simple. So much so that with a simple
multimeter - or even an AVO 8 for the
lucky or well heeled! – it was possible, with
a few spare valves to keep the station going.
Additionally, the level of technical
knowledge required was adequate for such
gear, and in any case many amateurs at that
time were ex-Services with suitable
experience.

For example, you get reports of distorted
audio. Send the rig back, and it‟s returned
„no fault found‟, but you still get reports of
distorted audio. Now is it the power supply
voltage that is sagging under load at the
transceiver because of volt drop in the cable,
or is the power supply output volts sagging
– which could be the load of the transmitter
or it could be RF getting back into the
supply.
A similar situation exists if you get very
high SWR readings. Are you coax cables
OK? Not open or short?
So here we have two situations where the
possession of simple test gear – a
multimeter – enables the fault to be located.
Admittedly, care needs to be taken. When
the rig is connected to the antenna, the new
but cheap DVM (which is digital, so it must
be right!) shows the volts out of the power
supply going up! Quite possibly a cheap
meter of the old-fashioned sort with a
mechanical meter movement may show the
volts going down…- Digital voltmeters do
not necessarily tell the truth when there is
RF about - indeed, given the chance, they
can lie like a personnel manager!
Incidentally, just because it has a digital
readout to 4 digits does NOT mean it is
accurate to 4 digits. Many people mix up
resolution – which a digital read-out is good
at – with accuracy, which it may well not
be.

As amateur radio moved into the SSB era
things became more complex, and although
a number of people built transmitters, there
was an accelerating rush towards the bought
equipment culminating, of course, in the
SSB transceiver. Fault finding with just an
AVO and some common sense became
pretty nigh impossible: there were those
who ran to oscilloscopes, signal generators
and the like, but these were somewhat of a
shrinking minority. This whole process has
resulted in the test equipment situation in
many amateur stations becoming nonexistent.
Now much of the time, it doesn‟t matter.
You buy a rig from one of the dealers –
maybe with a power supply of different
make – and some coax and some PL259
plugs, and an antenna tuner, put up an
antenna, and it works. Or does it? That is
when the trouble starts – you need to find
out what‟s wrong.

AVO8s can be picked up relatively cheaply
these days. That cannot be said of the 15V
battery needed for an Ohms x 100 range, but
it is relatively easy to fit two PP3 9volt
batteries inside, with 68K Ohm series
resistor. It is advisable to get the proper
AVO leads, crocodile clips and test prods,
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though. There are quite a number of very
cheap analogue multimeters available, as
well as DVMs – it‟s really worth having one
of each.

a modern, surface-mounted component one,
it‟s pretty unlikely unless you can swap in a
new board. Even if you can get spare ICs
(and with some of the 256 or 512
connection Ball Grid Arrays, that‟s unlikely
because they‟ll be specials) the chances of
successfully replacing a device are small.
There are some specialised companies who
will attempt it on high-valued PC boards,
but even they make no guarantees. So your
modern rig is most unlikely to be really
„fixable‟ at home, especially in a few years
time, when spares are not available. Another
slight complication is that the move to tinlead solder sees reliability problems, with
„whiskers‟ growing between tracks: for this
reason, medical, aerospace and defence
equipment is still allowed to use tin-lead
solder.

So how do you check your signal quality?
One way is another transceiver or receiver,
although it is hard to stop it overloading. A
simple but much despised piece of
equipment (which 50 years ago was
considered highly desirable!) is the old US
Army BC221 frequency meter, which
enables you to monitor for speech quality,
key clicks and chirp. A „must‟, of course,
for a lot of these simple checks is a dummy
load, although the things heard on the air
sometimes suggest that the „dummy‟ part is
the operator! A power meter and SWR
meter are other devices that are almost
indispensable. However, accuracy needs
considering. The Bird 43 power meter with
its plug-ins has been considered the „non
plus ultra‟, but is rated for an accuracy of
5% of full scale. So a 1kW „slug‟ will be
possibly as much as +/-50 Watts at any
power reading. The power meters sold for
amateurs may have various claims to
accuracy, but it should be borne in mind that
a certified laboratory for testing to standards
is expected to be better than +/-0.5dB on
conducted power measurements – which
means that it could be indicating between
around 90 to 120 Watts for a real 100 Watts.

But a few simple instruments can allow
„first line maintenance‟ that keeps you on
the air – and may well save the costs of
sending a perfectly good rig back for an
unnecessary service. It is useful to get the
calibration checked occasionally, though –
even if just against another amateur‟s test
equipment.

We regret to record the
passing of the following
CDXC member:

A valve linear amplifier is possibly fixable,
depending on where the fault lies. If in a
microprocessor board, it may be very
difficult: if it‟s a straightforward grounded
grid amplifier, it is probably possible with
limited test gear. If you‟re not au fait with
working on high-power valve RF amplifiers,
it can also prove a terminal exercise for you,
so be very careful!

MØAXD Peter Eames

In the January 2011 Digest we
stated in error that Jack Worsnop,
GØSNV, was SK. We are pleased
to correct this error and apologise
to Jack for any embarrassment this
may have caused. CDXC

Similarly, without much test equipment, a
manual ATU is fixable: an automatic one
maybe – and maybe not.
Given these few instruments – an analogue
multimeter, a DVM, an SWR/power meter
and a dummy load, can you fix a rig? If it‟s
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IARU latest
IARU President Tim Ellam VE6SH/G4HUA has appointed Ian Greenshields, G4FSU,
as an IARU Technical Consultant, to represent IARU at various regulatory meetings
such as ITU meetings and to promote IARU objectives at those meetings.
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

Visalia 2011
DXers! Contesters! Don't miss our 62nd annual International DX Convention, 15-17
April 2011 in Visalia, California. Enjoy DXpedition presentations - Technical sessions Vendor exhibits - Contest Academy - Ladies Tour - Golf Tournament - Saturday
Banquet - Over $25,000 in raffle prizes - and meet DXers who travel from around the
world to this premier DX event. Early registration closes on 19 March, so register today
at www.dxconvention.org/
Northern California DX Club

Some thoughts on LoTW
Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH
There is no doubt that the ARRL‟s Logbook
of the World (LoTW) is a wonderful tool for
keeping track of one‟s DXCC (and WAS)
score without the need to ship packets of
QSL cards to the USA or to a UK-based
field checker.

consequently my home station log is
uploaded on 1 January every year. The logs
for those DX stations that I manage are
uploaded at monthly intervals or whenever I
receive an update.
I manage QSLs for over 100 different
callsigns for numerous stations, including
my own DXpeditions. The logs for all my
own DXpeditions over the past 15 years or
so have all been uploaded to LoTW. The
logs for some of the callsigns that I manage
are still on paper and I don‟t have the time
or the inclination to computerise them.
Some DX station operators are completely
indifferent to uploading their logs and have
(so far) not provided me with the necessary
documentation for forwarding to ARRL.
Others are vehemently opposed to

As a well-known QSL manager and DXpeditioner (within CDXC, at least, I hope), I
am sure that I am not alone in never having
been very comfortable with the concept that
uploading one‟s logs to LoTW on an almost
daily basis is mandatory, although it would
appear from the various comments on the
Reflector that some people appear to upload
after each and every QSO! From my lofty
position on the bottom rung of the DXCC
honour roll, I can‟t see why anyone would
want a match for a QSO with me - and
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uploading, usually as a result of an historic
dispute with ARRL.

So what other conclusions can we draw
from this data? Well, it is clear that LoTW
is steadily increasing in popularity since its
launch in 2003 and people are
computerising their historic logs. I was
quite amazed at the increase in LoTW „hits‟
on some of my older operations in the space
of six weeks since the beginning of the year,
when I first conceived this article, and the
date of the data presented.

There have, of course, been some
disgraceful instances of major DXpeditions
refusing to upload QSO details to LoTW
until individual operators have made a
„donation‟ towards the cost of the DXpedition. The amateur population in general
has quite rightly condemned such
behaviour.

It‟s also clear that there is something of a
split between those who only collect proper
cards and those who only use LoTW. Logic
would dictate that people who collect proper
cards will only send a request if they want /
need a card from me, whereas I suspect that
the tendency is for most of us to upload our
complete logs to LoTW whether or not we
need the credit. This would tend to distort
the figures.

Until recently I took the position that a
delay in uploading of about six months after
my own DXpeditions was sensible, so as to
be able to tidy up the log and correct most
of the busted calls. I was, of course,
incorrectly accused of delaying the upload
so as to maximise the income from direct
QSL requests. Some none-too-subtle hints
from both Roger, G3SXW, and Nigel,
G3TXF, caused me to revise this policy in
relation
to
the
Christmas
Island,
VK9X/G6AY DXpedition in February 2010
and the log was uploaded to LoTW within a
few days of getting home.

After preparing this data and article, I would
very definitely agree with Tom, GM4FDM,
that uploading the log immediately has no
significant effect upon the demand for
proper cards and I will continue so to do.

Tom, GM4FDM, has long maintained that
uploading DXpedition logs immediately
makes no difference to the demand for
proper, paper QSL cards, so having recently
completed processing two batches of several
thousand incoming bureau cards, I decided
to do some analysis of my own logs. The
results are set out in the table on the
following page. Please note that I only
respond to specific QSL requests, do not
send out unsolicited cards or „QSL 100%‟.

What does annoy me, though, are those DX
stations who will either not QSL at all, or
only use LoTW or (even worse) e-QSL. As
Nigel, G3TXF, wrote in the January 2011
Digest, “to refuse to provide any QSLs at all
just because the log has been uploaded to
LoTW seems, in some way, to be an abuse
of LoTW itself.” Having said that, nobody
is under any obligation to provide QSLs in
any form whatsoever, but those DX stations
that take this position disappoint an awful
lot of DXers.

What is immediately apparent is that it takes
about five years or so for the majority of
proper, paper QSL requests to be received
and processed and that only about twothirds of operators actually collect cards. I
still receive direct, first-time QSL requests
for both 9MØC (1998) and D68C (2001) on
a fairly regular basis. Data is not included
for these two FSDXA DXpeditions as I do
not have access to the necessary LoTW
records.

No doubt those readers who are more adept
at data analysis will be able to draw some
other conclusions, and I‟ll be pleased to hear
their comments.
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CALLSIGN

SV8/G3SWH
GJ3SWH/P
F/G3SWH/P
5H1/G3SWH
5H3/G3SWH
FR/G3SWH
9M6PWT
5Z4LI
5Z4WI
4S7WHG/A
8Q7WH
5R8HA
ZS1/G3SWH
FO/G35WH
FO/G35WH/P
ZS1RBN
V8JIM
5T0CW
VP2V/G6AY
VP2MTE
8R1PW
FH/G3SWH
VK9X/G6AY

YEAR

1995 - 2000
1996
1996 - 1998
1997
1997
1998
1999
1999
2000
2000
2001
2001 - 2003
2002
2003
2003
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

DATE OF LoTW UPLOAD QSOs
DATA
EXTRACTION
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11
13-Feb-11

9-Sep-2004
9-Sep-2004
30-Sep-2005
10-Sep-2004
10-Sep-2004
14-Sep-2004
14-Sep-2004
17-Sep-2004
17-Sep-2004
20-Sep-2004
21-Jun-2006
30-Sep-2005
26-Oct-2005
21-Jun-2006
21-Jun-2006
21-Jan-2007
2-May-2006
28-Mar-2006
15-Feb-2007
11-Mar-2008
28-Jun-2008
29-Jul-2009
4-Mar-2010

7,456
2,605
3,045
1,221
617
1,576
1,161
11,330
18,435
584
1,345
5,007
194
1,276
3,200
6,516
10,226
13,874
8,888
8,720
9,863
10,111
10,256

PAPER
QSL

4,493
1,512
1,946
841
409
1,041
659
7,931
12,324
366
892
3,145
106
569
1,466
4,039
7,005
8,848
4,607
4,039
4,887
4,484
2,343
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% OF
QSOs

60.3%
58.0%
63.9%
68.9%
66.3%
66.1%
56.8%
70.0%
66.9%
62.7%
66.3%
62.8%
54.6%
44.6%
45.8%
62.0%
68.5%
63.8%
51.8%
46.3%
49.5%
44.3%
22.8%

LoTW
QSL

871
322
377
229
73
349
137
1,959
3,392
104
204
1,278
31
381
849
1,498
2,793
4,954
2,980
3,279
4,052
4,054
3,676

% OF
QSOs
QSOs CONFIRMED BY
BOTH PAPER
QSL AND LoTW
11.7%
12.4%
12.4%
18.8%
11.8%
22.1%
11.8%
17.3%
18.4%
17.8%
15.2%
25.5%
16.0%
29.9%
26.5%
23.0%
27.3%
35.7%
33.5%
37.6%
41.1%
40.1%
35.8%

706
249
323
186
60
275
91
1704
2810
83
164
987
19
221
549
1157
2235
3386
1839
1793
2233
1929
26

% OF TOTAL QSOs % OF
QSOs CONFIRMED QSOs

9.5%
9.6%
10.6%
15.2%
9.7%
17.4%
7.8%
15.0%
15.2%
14.2%
12.2%
19.7%
9.8%
17.3%
17.2%
17.8%
21.9%
24.4%
20.7%
20.6%
22.6%
19.1%
0.3%

4,658
1,585
2,000
884
422
1,115
705
8,186
12,906
387
932
3,436
118
729
1,766
4,380
7,563
10,416
5,748
5,525
6,706
6,609
5,993

62.5%
60.8%
65.7%
72.4%
68.4%
70.7%
60.7%
72.3%
70.0%
66.3%
69.3%
68.6%
60.8%
57.1%
55.2%
67.2%
74.0%
75.1%
64.7%
63.4%
68.0%
65.4%
58.4%

14th Annual GMDX Convention and Dinner
Saturday, 16 April 2011, at the King Robert Hotel, Stirling

The GMDX Committee is pleased to announce that this year‟s Annual GMDX Convention will
be held on Saturday, 16 April 2011, at the King Robert Hotel, Whins of Milton, Stirling, starting
at 1300 hrs. Bar snacks will be available from 12 noon.
Provisional Programme
1300 - 1330

Registration and Welcome

1330 - 1400

DXØDX - DXpeditions are not always Successful! By Colin, GMØRLZ and

Clive, GM3POI
1400- 1430

"Major DXpedition Finances including aspects relating to QSLs and LOTW"

by Christian, DL1MGB leader of the ZL8X, VK9DWX and VK9DNX expeditions
1430 - 1500

Planning for your Tower ? the rules by Len, GMØONX

1500 - 1530

Coffee Break

1530 - 1615

9Q5ØON Republic of Congo Expedition by Ronald, PA3EWP

1615 - 1730

ZL8X Kermadec Expedition by Dietmar, DL3DXX and Christian, DL1MGB

1730 - 1800

Convention close and raffle draw

2000

DX Dinner

2200

Hotel Bar

Card Checking available for DXCC, WAZ, WAS, IOSA and RSGB awards.
Non-members are most welcome. The cost for the afternoon‟s convention is £8 including tea or
coffee, while the dinner is £22 per person. We would be grateful if you could pre-book to give
us an idea of numbers – see below. As numbers are limited, booking your dinner tickets is
particularly important. Send your remittance to Sheree Ferguson, 19 Leighton Avenue,
Dunblane, Perthshire, FK15 0EB, quoting your name/callsign. Make cheques payable to:
GMDX Group.
The King Robert provides special rates for convention delegates – £65 B & B for a double room,
and £45 B & B for a single room. If all single rooms are taken, the rate for single occupancy of a
twin room is £45. Should you wish stay at the hotel, please contact them directly. Indicate that
you are attending the GMDX Convention to get the special rates. Arrange your accommodation
early to avoid disappointment. The King Robert telephone number is (01786) 811666.
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The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI

Band plans and operating

politely telling the guy what the exchange
was, this was what appeared on his screen.
“Just give me a damn number”. Not very
serious as things go these days, but it was
merely impolite. Let‟s not get too carried
away in the heat of a contest. Does it really
matter if you don‟t win? The hackneyed
phrase, „It‟s the participation that really
counts‟, is all that matters to me. I always
feel that I am talking to friends in a contest,
and thank goodness, 99% of us are like that.

Last time I managed to get it wrong! The
40m allocation should have read 7.040 –
7.060 MHz for digital modes. However,
bear in mind that this covers ALL digital
modes, including non-attended Packet and
Pactor stations, not that there is much HF
Packet these days. I have also learned, since
the BARTG Sprint RTTY contest in fact,
that there is JT65 activity on 7.039 MHz.
Now this is a strange one, because some of
you may not realise that there is JT65
activity on HF. I am one of those and was
quite oblivious to this. How would you
know there was any activity? You wouldn‟t,
of course, because JT65 works on the subaudible signals and is a mode that is being
used for VHF/UHF moonbounce mainly
with a normal VHF/UHF array, „hearing‟
signals that are, to all those listening, not
there! How can this mode be appropriate for
HF? How many amateurs are on HF,
crowded into that 40m segment? How many
are going to leave a couple of kHz free with
no signals on there detectable to normal
humans? Not many I fancy. This is yet
another problem which is going to be
difficult to solve and no amount of band
planning is going to do that.

Mind you, I have experienced some very
bad EU operating this last couple of weeks
on S9DX and KHØ/G3ZEM. Most of this
was on CW. Luckily the RTTY operation
from S9DX has been fairly well behaved in
general. It does, however, make you wonder
just what some of these guys use for a brain
cell.
N1MM
This popular contest program has been the
one that our club, the Norfolk ARC
(NARC), is advising most of the newcomers
to contesting and data modes in particular to
use. However, it is not easy to start with.
Configuring can take a long time and
configurations are different for each
transceiver and each interface used. NARC
runs regular contest workshops to this end
and they are becoming very popular. Even
some of the newly licenced M6 stations are
becoming active and getting some
experience, especially on PSK31. This
mode suits them admirably because of their
power limitations and they find they can
work lots of juicy DX on that mode, even
with limited antenna situations. Stand-alone
programs such as MMVARI, Digipan,
Winwarbler or MixW are all good for this
mode and serve as a learning curve before
taking part in contests.

The Green Keyers
Last month I mentioned that a „gentlemanly
attitude‟ is something to which we should
all aspire. RTTY has always been regarded
as such a mode, but to see one message
which was passed around on the RTTY
Reflector, it seems that the age of chivalry
has indeed past us by. This happened in a
contest, and contests usually bring out the
worst behaviour, of course. Apparently one
station did not know the exchange and
asked what it was. OK, you might say he
should have checked before embarking
upon a QSO, but he didn‟t. Instead of
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BARTG HF RTTY Contest

Contest Log Checker

0200 GMT on Saturday, 19 March, to 0200
GMT on Monday, 21 March 2011. For full
details see www.bartg.org/contests.

For those interested in post mortems,
charting, statistics and so on, this tool might
be of interest to you. This program is
written by Igor Tolmachev, UUØJC, and
can be downloaded from:

It‟s a long stint and I don‟t think I shall be
doing many hours, but I may go for the
short SOAB6 Single Operator All-Band 6hour period. Entrants in this class must enter
a log for the first six hours of their contest
operation. If they wish to operate for a
longer period the remainder of their log
must be entered as a separate check log.
Rest periods may not be less than three
hours per period. Strategy comes into play
here, deciding which six-hour period you
will operate to maximise your points. I can‟t
justify a full weekend for a contest, unless
it‟s raining cats and dogs, or we have 2 ft of
snow.

www.contestlogchecker.com/
This is a brief résumé of what is available.
With LogChecker you can:






It‟s a good event to supplement your DX
score or even work enough entities to apply
for one the BARTG awards. The exchange
is different, RST with serial number and
time in a four figure format. If you haven‟t
got the macro for this contest, just e-mail
me and I will send it to you.






BARTG SPRINT75


This is the one I really look forward to.
BARTG tried this last September and it was
so popular that we have decided to run two
per year. The first one of 2011 will be 1700
- 2100z on Saturday, 30 April. It‟s only a
short contest, but guaranteed to keep you on
your toes. 75 Bauds is very workable on the
HF bands, although susceptible to selective
fading and other propagation difficulties, it
is easy to use and really fast. It uses all
bands and the exchange is a serial number,
only no RST needed.







The full rules for this contest can be found
in the same place as the one above.
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Check Cabrillo Log Format,
including line length, white spaces
position, mode, frequency, date and
time value.
Check QSO entries, including dupes,
Master Callsign Database, FCC
Database
and
Callbooks
(BuckMaster HamCall, QRZ, RAC,
and Eurocall) maintenance.
Create and edit the entire Cabrillo
Header (version 3.0).
Convert logs to ADIF, Cabrillo and
Excel CSV format.
Sort QSO by Date/Time.
Fill in the log directly to Cabrillo
format (from paper log).
Import from different HAM-radio
log program formats (ADIF, CT,
TRLOG, STF etc.).
Calculate Statistics for the most
popular contests and save all the data
to a file.
Create Contest Chart for QSO,
Points and Multipliers separately and
save the chart picture to a file.
Special Export to RTF, PDF and
HTML for publishing.
Use a powerful, highly customisable,
and easy to use editing environment.
Create smart dynamic bookmarks
using hot keys or menu items.
Cut, Copy, Paste, Insert, Delete,
Find, Replace, and multilevel
Undo/Redo.
Change Line Endings (UNIX,
Windows, and Mac formats).
High quality printing logs with
customised fonts and colours.

It is not free, although you can use an
unregistered copy for a while. If you wish to
register it will cost you £25.

higher bands, which can only be good. I
love 15m when it‟s open and I just hope I
live long enough to have some of the good
ol‟ days back again. Talking of DX, it was
fun chasing VP8ORK. I was pushed into
this band slot panic by a local friend. I don‟t
normally worry about band slots, but it was
a friendly competition and I did end up with
15 slots including four bands of RTTY,
which was quite pleasing. I also managed
S9DX, but that was my only real DX in the
last couple of months. Meanwhile I hope to
work you in the RSGB CC tests and also the
BARTG tests.

Holes on the sun
It looks as though the sun‟s immune system
is breaking down. It might have a mild case
of chickenpox! Sunspot 1158 is growing
rapidly and has already produced several M
class solar flares. On 13 February at 1738
UTC sunspot 1158 unleashed the strongest
solar flare of the year so far, an M 6.6
category blast. The SFI just hit three figures
and at this rate we might see some real
propagation. Keep an eye on 10m! This will
spread the DX activity somewhat onto the

73 de Roger, G3LDI

IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon
2014 will mark the 50th anniversary of the launch of the IOTA Programme by Geoff
Watts. To celebrate the occasion, the RSGB IOTA Manager and Committee will be
announcing an exciting activity period in which all licensed amateurs worldwide will be
invited to participate.
For a two-year period during 2012 and 2013 IOTA chasers will be encouraged to contact
as many different IOTA groups as possible, and IOTA activators to play their part by
operating from as many groups as possible, with special emphasis on the less-frequently
activated ones. Certificates and awards will be available to reflect various levels of
achievement for both 'Chasers' and 'Activators'.
The full rules will be published in the 2011 edition of the IOTA Directory (which will be
published by the RSGB in May), in the CDXC Digest, and elsewhere. 2014 sounds a
long time off, but the challenge begins in January! We are therefore now looking for a
small number of DXers to join the Marathon team to help administer this exciting DX
challenge. Duties will not be particularly onerous and need not take up a lot of your time.
Anyone interested in IOTA (whether or not an active participant in the IOTA
Programme) or DXing in general is very welcome to join in. If you feel you can help in
any way, please contact IOTA Manager Roger Balister, G3KMA, by e-mail to
g3kma@dsl.pipex.com.
This will be a major international event, timed to coincide with the solar maximum,
which will, IOTA aside, also give a boost to the DX scene and so DXCC scores. We will
be encouraging the posting of IOTA activators' logs to Club Log and we are pleased to
report that Club Log author Michael Wells, G7VJR, has already given his full support to
the IOTA Marathon. We look forward to hearing from you!
Steve, 9M6DXX
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Contest
Lee Volante, GØMTN
Welcome to the March edition of „Contes‟.
Firstly I‟d like to thank Dez, G3WW, for his
write-up of an inspirational CQ WW CW
contest entry with a simple but effective
antenna system that was published in the
last issue. I‟m sure it will be motivational
for many readers. This time around I‟ve a
few thoughts about SO2R and contest
adjudication, and comments about some of
the major contests held over the last couple
of months.

early years on air “10 Watts, a relatively
low piece of wire and a very venerable
transmitter / receiver” were all that were
required. The major game-changing variable
is that the number of entrants is now huge
compared with even just 10 or 15 years ago,
although of course creeping power levels,
and perhaps operating behaviour will have a
part to play too. In about equal measure
there was the pleasant surprise of being
heard by some very weak stations, and also
the frustration of being completely ignored
by others with relatively strong signals.
One thing I did note from my few hours
operating was that the volume of German
stations active and calling CQ certainly
compared to those from the UK. There were
some serious UK entrants, judging by their
hard-fought position near the bottom of the
band, great signals and high rate, but just
not in the numbers that some nearby nations
had active.

CQ WW 160 CW
I casually operated for a few hours in the
CQ WW 160 CW contest at the end of
January. My antenna for this band is an
inverted-L, although the vertical part is only
around 30ft and the radials are quite
irregular due to the fairly narrow width of
the garden. My late decision to go on air
meant I was putting the antenna up in the
dark and the wire was caught around
branches at various points. It would be
preferable to have antennas that were
permanently aloft, but then I guess I‟d be
worrying more about them coming down or
adverse comments from local residents.

Whilst on the topic of the CQ 160 contests, I
think it‟s sensible to briefly mention another
reminder about adhering to the band plan
and accidentally or otherwise calling DX
stations that for whatever reason are
operating below 1.810 MHz.

As a result of not being able to visualise
exactly what the antenna was looking like,
despite it still having a good SWR, I opted
to run my radio without the amplifier, and
see what 100W could achieve. Luminous
antenna wire would have helped circumvent
this problem, but again those pesky
neighbours may have been up in arms.
Actually I was pleasantly surprised, and
certainly most of Europe would hear me
after my first call. The fear was that in the
most congested contest of the year, what
would ordinarily have sufficed in other
contests or ragchews would simply not be
heard through adjacent and same channel
interference. We frequently read of our most
experienced amateurs saying that in their

Starting out with SO2R
Recently I had an e-mail from Iain,
MØPCB, asking for some advice about
starting out with Single Operator 2 Radio
station design. Iain had been designing a
homebrew switching arrangement, and was
wondering whether antenna filtering was a
pre-requisite for 100W operation. I said that
I‟d not had any problems myself with my
antenna arrangements, but of course each
instance will be different. I admitted to Iain
that I‟d reverted back to an SO1R
configuration. My dabblings with an SO2R
experiment were a success technically, and
it was a fun project. However, as the intent
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was to ultimately improve contest scores, I
felt like I was going in the wrong direction.
The scenario was that the second radio
(invisible) antenna wasn‟t great as a
transmitting antenna, and more time was
wasted calling a station a few times,
whereas it would have probably been
quicker on the main antennas. Combined
with the manual switching arrangements the
extra activities were impinging on the main
radio‟s QSO rate.

imply a lack of proper adjudication. I was
then reminded of the ARI DX contest which
I last attempted seriously in 2009, and I‟ve
yet to see any published results. Behind a
national radio society‟s „contest team‟ there
may in many cases only be one person or a
handful of people organising their contests,
and sometimes the IT resources that could
simplify adjudication may not be present.
There have been some efforts to make log
parsing software, or robots to accept and
acknowledge e-mail log entries available
generically. BARTG also stepped in to help
with the ANARTS RTTY contest in 2009
when it proved impossible to find local help
to take over the reins.

Aside from making QSOs, there are other
fringe benefits of being able to trawl other
bands looking for openings and checking
activity levels. Using bandscopes, a third
radio is more commonly being pressed into
service these days to give a visible rather
than audible indication of activity. The
present stubborn nature of 10m is perfect for
this, where a short unexpected opening
could materialise at any time. For the top
tier, finding a prime spot to call CQ on is
another benefit, so you can continue a high
rate run on a new band seamlessly.

It‟s a delicate situation – on the one hand we
hopefully all acknowledge the work
required to properly manage contests from
beginning to end, and also that despite a
worldwide growth in contest entries, often
taking over the position of contest manager
or adjudicator is not highly sought from the
pool of entrants. Sometimes „real life‟ gets
in the way after a contest has been run,
which can delay the publication of the
results. But even the „second tier‟
worldwide contests run by national societies
might expect 1,000 entrants to a typical 24hour all-band HF contest. A number of
entrants will have incurred some significant
travel costs to operate, and hundreds have
put in hours of resource in preparation
before transmitting their first CQ. When the
cumulative man-hours and kilowatt-hours
are added up, not having the results of the
event checked and published seem like a
great pity. But if this does occur, usually the
reputation of the contest is damaged, and
contesters will try some different events
instead the following year.

Of course, I could have taken this further by
sharing the main antennas between the two
radios, rather than use a compromise
antenna for the second radio. I could have
improved the transmit power to the second
antennas. I could have done quite a bit more
to be honest! I seem to remember Dave,
G4BUO, would temporarily plant a
Butternut vertical or similar in his front
garden for special contest weekends. So in
conclusion I think that more effort would
probably bring much more reward, and I‟d
only scratched the surface. And on that note
I see that Iain has been looking for bandpass
filters, so I look forward to hearing about
successes with his project soon.

Fortunately we‟re lucky that the RSGB CC
team have a large number of members and
fast and accurate adjudication can be
counted on. Similarly the most popular
contests run by CQ, ARRL or DARC have
enough resilience to stand up to any
appearances by Mr Murphy.

Contest Results
On the contesting.com RTTY Reflector a
few weeks ago I read some comments
concerned over the results of last year‟s
FMRE Mexican RTTY contest. Apparently
at least some of these seem to be compiled
from claimed scores, which if true would
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WPX RTTY

band! Notable strong signals or weak
signals heard could often also be verified
online, sometimes showing pictures of the
monster yagi or the stealthy low dipole
whilst the contest QSO was still in progress.

The Single Op category of the CQ WPX
RTTY contest only allows 30 hours of
operation in the 48 hours of the contest.
This requires some skill and judgement to
pick the most profitable hours. When band
conditions are variable, certainly some luck
comes into play as well. This year, feeling
tired before the contest due to some long
days at work, I really wasn‟t looking
forward to even one night without sleep. So
I decided to try 20m Single Band as it
would permit both competitiveness and
sleep.

I very briefly dropped into the refreshed
RSGB 1.8 MHz contest on the Saturday
evening before going to bed. Whilst the
addition of SSB helps to restore the mode
imbalance of the RSGB HF programme, I
think perhaps that 160m is still quite
inaccessible for many newer amateurs.
Everyone I worked or heard from the UK
was a Gx3 or Gx4 station, although for this
activity my inverted-L was largely wound
up and hanging on a tree branch. Previous
years‟ results and logs submitted show that
UK participation for the concurrent RTTY,
and PACC contest, is far larger than the
RSGB organised event. But the 1.8 MHz is
still a challenging and well supported
contest, so I‟m glad that there is a choice of
events available – hopefully there‟s
„something for everyone‟.

There were a few downsides noted. Firstly
the overall rate was of course slower than
my usual all-band forays. I did keep an ear
on how 15m and 10m opened up during the
day, and also 40m in the mornings and
evenings. There were lots of stations to
work, but of course these were out of reach
for the 20m-only activity. Similarly, staying
on a band where path conditions are
marginal can be frustrating, with sometimes
many minutes needed to complete a contact,
and the time between contacts could be over
10 minutes. It takes some stubbornness to
keep going for a few „final contacts.‟

Back in the RTTY contest, on the Sunday
evening I stopped for a brief dinner break,
and when I returned to the band I did have
to check if my antenna was still up. The
band had very quickly died. A quick look at
the GOES satellites X-Ray flux chart on the
Internet showed I‟d just missed a large flare.
The band slowly recovered over the next
hour or two, and the days that followed gave
everyone some taste of what high SFI
conditions can be like, along with several
more flares from a slowly awakening sun.
The solar activity even made headline news
in the mainstream media, although I‟ve yet
to see a DXer or Contester being asked to
make a comment on the 10 o‟clock News.

But rather than QSY to find the best rate
and best points/QSO ratio, where I‟d work a
good proportion of the same stations for a
second or third time, staying on 20m
resulted in working more stations I may
ordinarily have missed out on. As the rate
was slow, to pass the time I started typing
each new call into Google. While automated
QRZ.com look-ups may be commonplace in
several computer logbook programs, my
Google search was finding lots of websites
and also blogs from contesters. It was
fascinating stuff to read, especially as much
of the online content was about other
aspects of amateur radio. I‟d guess that
many of the stations calling me while the
band was just closing were not primarily
contesters, just folks giving some points
away. Most of the regular contesters had
already moved to richer pickings on another

Endpiece
Whether you‟ve been travelling for the
Commonwealth Contest, or stayed at home
longing for those pile-ups and a suntan,
please consider sending in a few words for a
summary in the next issue.
73 Lee, GØMTN
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Amateur Radio Gives You 2 Million Friends
A book review by Don Field, G3XTT
Back in 1994 Stan, SM7WT, published a book „Thanks to Amateur Radio‟, which
contained many stories about how amateur radio had helped in emergency and relief
situations. It also featured profiles and photographs of a wide range of amateurs from
around the world, talking about how they had come into the hobby and what they had
gained from it.
The book (in English) was well received, but had taken Stan a huge amount of time and
effort and initially he wasn‟t inclined to update it. But then along came 9/11, the dreadful
tsunami in the Indian Ocean, hurricanes and earthquakes in North America and many
other natural and man-made events where radio amateurs helped out behind the scenes,
so Stan felt an update was in order.
This time, though, he published on CD, which allowed much more capacity for text,
pictures, sound files and the occasional video clip. The CD „Amateur Radio Gives You 2
Million Friends‟ was born, albeit after some 5,000 hours of effort, collecting stories,
pictures and other material from around the world. The main PDF file runs to an
astonishing 1,468 pages, with lots of stories of amateur radio‟s role in those relief
situations, but also pictures from recent major DXpeditions such as VP6DI, Ducie Island,
and TI9KK, Cocos. There are also personal profiles of some 347 amateurs including
quite a few from the UK. Not all the featured amateurs are well-known, but all have an
interesting story to tell about the way amateur radio features in their lives. There are
plenty of little anecdotes, too, including the tale of how King Hussein became an amateur
and a photo of Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin operating from a club station in the Ukraine.
An added bonus on the CD is an Excel spreadsheet for use as a checklist of DXCC
entities worked by band. And as well as the PDF file, the text is available as a Word
document in case you want to print it out to read away from the PC.
The CD is available, by post, for £13, or as five 20MB e-mail files for £5. Further details
are available on Stan‟s website at: www.sm7wt.n.nu. The best way to pay is via PayPal.
My thanks to Stan for a review copy and for having featured me as one of its profiles!
Don, G3XTT
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Eighth Maritime DX Forum
Halifax, Nova Scotia
5–6 August 2011
The Halifax Amateur Radio Club (HARC) in partnership with the Maritime Contest Club
(MCC), invites contesters, DXers and HF enthusiasts to the 2011 Maritime DX Forum.
This year the MCC will sponsor a social event on Friday, 5 August, as part of the MDF
weekend. There will be a happy hour (with cash bar) beginning at 4pm, followed by a
dinner (pizza, Caesar salad, dessert and soft drink), a reception and MDF registration. The
MDF program on Saturday, 6 August will run from 8:30am - 4:45pm and be followed by a
reception and the MDF banquet.
Conference Venue.
The MDF will be held in the Rosaria Centre of Mount St Vincent University on Seton
Road, the entrance to MSVU off the Bedford Highway. Please Google Mount St. Vincent
University Location to see a map.
Programme
Themes will cover the latest thinking about low-band DXing; an exploration of the Islands
on the Air (IOTA) awards and contest programme; a guide to operating a remotely located
station; and the adventure and challenges of operating from Antarctic islands.
The MDF provides high-quality, leading-edge presentations, and provides a very collegial
gathering of some of the most accomplished contesters and DXers in our Canadian
Maritime Provinces, other parts of Canada and the world. This year‟s group of world-class
speakers include:






John Devoldere, ON4UN, Merelbeke, Belgium
Scott Johns, W3TX, Fairview, Pennsylvania
Reg Beck, VE7IG, Williams Lake, British Columbia
George Nicholson, N4GRN/VE1GRN, Atlanta, Georgia and Lockport, Nova
Scotia
Wes Lamboley, W3WL, Roswell, Georgia

The social side of the weekend starts with the dinner and social evening on Friday night.
During the weekend there will be ample time to talk with each of our programme
presenters and to each other; first, at the events on Friday night and then during the coffee
breaks, lunch and DX banquet reception on Saturday. Non-ham spouses will enjoy the
evening events. A city tour on Saturday for non-ham spouses will be available. Moreover,
many commercial post-MDF tours in the region are available.
[continued on next page]
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Card Checking
John Scott, VE1JS, a volunteer ARRL QSL card checker, will be on hand to confirm
credits for DXCC, WAS and VUCC awards.
Cost and Registration
Friday‟s Dinner will cost $20; Saturday‟s Maritime DX Forum $80; and the MDF banquet
$35. A registration forum and instructions can be downloaded from www.halifaxarc.org. These early bird prices are valid until 15 July when there will be an additional
10% charge for the MDF registration.
Maritime DX Forum Fund
To help augment the costs of operating and developing the MDF we annually solicit
donations. This money provides travel support for speakers when needed and covers some
development costs. Details about the Fund are on the HARC website at www.halifaxarc.org.
Accommodation
For those wishing inexpensive lodging, Mount St Vincent University has comfortable
dormitory rooms with a shared bath ranging in price from $36.21 to $62.45 and one
bedroom apartments with bath for $68.76. The price includes tax, breakfast and parking.
Reservations can be made with Patricia Drake: telephone (902) 457-6355 or e-mail:
patricia.drake@msvu.ca.
Tourism Opportunities
Why not plan your summer vacation around a trip to the Maritimes? Visit historic
Halifax. Take a boat trip around Halifax Harbour. Tour the Nova Scotia mainland and
Cape Breton Island. Visit the Alexander Graham Bell museum in Badeck. Within a few
hours you can also be in Prince Edward Island or New Brunswick with many first class
tourist destinations. And, of course, take in the Maritime DX Forum on August 5th and 6th
at Mount St. Vincent University! If you wish tourism information for the Maritime
Provinces, please note this on your registration form and a package will be mailed to you.
Finally
Please let your ham radio friends know about the Maritime DX Forum. They can obtain
registration materials from the HARC website. Any questions will be gladly answered by
K. Scott Wood, VE1QD, Chair of the MDF. He can be contacted at: ve1qd@rac.ca.
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Not the GB2RS News




A new awards programme has been
launched, Worked All Universities (WAU).
It is also hoped that this will encourage
more university students to take up the
fascinating hobby of amateur radio. With
the whole of the younger generation
encouraged to go to university these days,
whether they are suitable for it or not, there
are hundreds of universities to choose from
and also contact on the air, some more
illustrious than others. For further details
contact Wayne Boote, Department of
Football Studies, University of Chigwell.
________________________________

Help available for microphone-shy
novices
Dubious QSL practices again
ME1FRO/MM to commemorate
Frodo‟s final journey

Following the huge success of the film „The
King‟s Speech‟ arrangements have been
made in many European countries to assist
microphone-shy newcomers to amateur
radio. Speech therapists have also been
flown in from Australia. The only country
where such measures have been considered
unnecessary is Italy, where getting anybody
to speak into a microphone loudly and with
great confidence has never been a problem.
________________________________

On Wednesday 30 March the Hong Kong
Amateur Radio Society (HARTS) meets up
for a junk sale. Venue: the Old Marina.
________________________________

In the spotlight once again: the increasingly
debatable tactics employed by some
DXpeditions with a view to making as much
profit as possible on the QSLing. Indeed we
heard recently of one DXpedition to a very
rare DXCC entity advertising the following
monetary arrangements:

And finally the solar forecast:
A returning spot group has just come into
view, with another following close behind.
I‟m sure that most of us experienced a few
of these when we were teenagers, so our
advice is to stock up on the Clearasil. The
solar flux again looks like languishing in the
low to middle 80s. Indeed you can‟t help
feeling rather sorry for it, really.
________________________________

For $US 100: QSL card guaranteed by
return of post, QSO in the log or not, no
questions asked; $US 50: QSL card direct
guaranteed within 5 working days, although
unfortunately here the QSO must be in the
log; $US 1: QSL card guaranteed via the
Bureau within 5 years at most, assuming
that by that time they can still find the
DXpedition log on their PC.
________________________________

Solution to Prize Crossword 44
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To commemorate Frodo‟s final journey and
departure from Middle-earth at the end of
„Lord of the Rings‟, the Hobbiton Amateur
Radio Society (HARS) will be operating
next month as ME1FRO/MM. They will be
aboard a replica of the original vessel used
by Frodo on leaving the Grey Havens. QSL
via G3SWH, either direct with SAE and
adequate return postage, via Phil's website
for a Bureau reply or alternatively via the
Bureau direct. [You what?Ed.]
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The winner of Prize Crossword 44,
January 2011: Judy and Phil
Catterall, G4OBK, Pickering (via email).
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ACROSS

DOWN

1 Executed group of twelve who couldn't make
up their minds? (4,4)
9 Judge Perón worried about Argentina (8)
10 Poems written when Nazi stormtroopers leave
port (4)
11 Strangle a vet? That's crazy! They fix breaks
(6,6)
13 Boring holiday, we hear, for this European? (6)
14 A singer fellow seen in Oxfordshire town (8)
15 Benefits from extremely rude children taken
into care (7)
16 Corrected what happened at noon (7)
20 Antipodean city positioned in a river (8)
22 Scruffy group's brief downfall (6)
23 A noble influence? (4,8)
25 English poet read in Germany, oddly enough
(4)
26 A river seen in Swiss capital city (8)
27 Blessed dean in OT upset! (8)

2 Be behind foreign articles on the leaders of
Laos, India and Ecuador (8)
3 Composer upsetting M. Ravel's a thug (6,6)
4 Still to be assessed, like some police cars (8)
5 Somehow very naive, quartet rejected Asian
capital (7)
6 Coldy-sounding Middle Eastern type? (6)
7 Principal German river (4)
8 Experienced sailor starts to eat dogfish (8)
12 Noted Russian of singular spirit? (6,6)
15 Turn up again to gather fruit (8)
17 Sucker found in half of European capital and
all of South American one (8)
18 Deplore what a senior manager's on? (8)
19 Where servicemen may eat in a port (7)
21 Country on the air four times (6)
24 Regular happening, not reaching a conclusion
(4)

Deadline for entries: 20 April
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Desert Island Encounter
One day a man decided to retire. He booked
himself on a Caribbean cruise and
proceeded to have the time of his life - that
is, until the ship sank. He soon found
himself on an island with no other people,
no supplies, nothing, only bananas and
coconuts. After about four months he is
lying on the beach one day when the most
gorgeous woman he has ever seen rows up
to the shore. In disbelief, he asks, "Where
did you come from? How did you get here?"

they walk into the house, she says casually,
"It's not much, but I call it home. Sit down,
please. Would you like a drink?"

She replies, "I rowed over from the other
side of the island where I landed when my
cruise ship sank."

Trying to hide his continued amazement, the
man accepts, and they sit down on her
couch to talk. After they exchange their
individual survival stories, the woman
announces, "I'm going to slip into something
more comfortable. Would you like to take a
shower
and
shave?
There's
a
razor in the bathroom cabinet upstairs."

"No! No thank you," the man blurts out,
still dazed. "I can't take another drop of
coconut juice."
"It's not coconut juice," winks the woman.
"I have a still. How would you like a Piña
Colada?"

"Amazing," he notes. "You were really
lucky to have a rowing boat wash up with
you."
"Oh, this thing?" explains the woman. "I
made the boat out of some raw material I
found on the island. The oars were whittled
from gum tree branches. I wove the bottom
from palm tree branches, and the sides and
stern came from a eucalyptus tree."

No longer questioning anything, the man
goes upstairs into the bathroom. There, in
the cabinet is a razor made from a piece of
tortoise bone. Two shells honed to a hollow
ground edge are fastened on to its end inside
a swivel mechanism.

"But, where did you get the tools?"
“This woman is amazing," he muses.
"What's next?" When he returns she greets
him wearing nothing but some small flowers
on tiny vines, each strategically positioned,
smelling faintly of gardenias. She then
beckons for him to sit down next to her.

"Oh, that was no problem," replied the
woman. "On the south side of the island a
very unusual stratum of alluvial rock is
exposed. I found that if I fired it to a certain
temperature in my kiln, it melted into
ductile iron. I used that to make tools and
used the tools to make the hardware." The
guy is stunned.

"Tell me," she begins suggestively,
slithering closer to him, "We've both been
out here for many months. You must have
been lonely. There's something I'm certain
you feel like doing right now, something
you've been longing for, right?" She stares
into his eyes.

"Let's row over to my place," she says. So,
after a short time of rowing, she soon docks
the boat at a small wharf. As the man looks
to shore, he nearly falls off the boat. Before
him is a long stone walk leading to an
exquisite bungalow painted in blue and
white. While the woman ties up the rowing
boat with an expertly woven hemp rope, the
man can only stare ahead, dumb struck. As

He can't believe what he's hearing. "You
mean..." he swallows excitedly as tears start
to form in his eyes, "You've built a ham
radio station?".
[Source unknown. With thanks to G3SXW. Ed.]
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