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Trident Mono Band Yagis

Trident Yagi Construction
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sections are extremely strong and light
Jr riveted construction. They are much
an self-tapping screws, or hose clamps,
(variably corrode, or cause poor RF
:ivity, they can even fall out completely.
:s on the HF antennas use up to five
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Other hardware and fixings are of
3 steel.
Yagis are easy to assemble in just a few
straight out of the box without the need
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2 Metre 5 element
2 Metre 7 element

2M5L
2M7L

12.31

(Metres)
2.5
(85.00

14.19

4.4

£99.95

8.21
50 MHz 3 element
10.31
50 MHz 5 element
50 MHz 5 el. Long Yagi 11.75
50 MHz 5 el. economy 10.2

1.9
3.6
6.0
3.6

£85.95
£119.95
£165.95

1.48

£85.00

6 Metre Yagis
6ML
6M5L
6M5LDX
TR 6-5

PRICE

BOOM

70MHz 3 element

4M3L
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28MHz Yagis
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10M4LDX 28MHz 4 el. Long Yagi 9.42
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14 MHz 2 element

6.37

3.0
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144 - 440 MHz
105 - 1300 MHz
18 - 30 MHz

9.5
11-13
7.8

2.7

£110.00

3.0

£129.00
£399.00

2.35
3.75
3.2

£59.95
£59.95
£69.95

CB 18 - 52 18 - 52 MHz 50 Ohm Yagi Choke Balun

f12.95

Verticals
2.2
70MHz 1/2 Wave Vert
V4M
2.2
50MHz 1/2 Wave Vert
V6M
TA2M258 144MHz 2 x 5/8 Colinear 8.5

Baluns

For more information visit our website at

www.tridentantennas.co.uk
Or call the

NEVADA SALES HOTLINE

02392 313090

Unit 1 • Fitzherbert Spur • Farlington • Portsmouth • P06 1TT

CI) cc) 0 C
"CD ca
CD "C w
>
E
azs
, _c
0

D

0,
<E

CV
C;)

a, a>

-CD
0.) iC

r,

Q) c

_23
_

>

7

,--

s

> C
w 'I= co -

CO C

0 if,Lt _CI co

Log Periodic Yagis
LP270
LP1300
LP 1830

r=

,

14MHz Yagis
20M2l

.

CD 0
CD .2,

TBA
TBA

18 MHz 2 element
18 MHz 3 element

18M2L
18M3L

co

£129.95
£189.95

18MHz Yagis

-,-.-.;

, ,,,,

£99.95

4 Metre Yagi

a>

CO
m,z,,, -C -. L., .....-'
._
C. .__
.
7
I- .- >-. >=. = CI, 4= JD
- o Z:13 a
6'
co 0
Cf) N,ca_c
cp -C
c-• 0
.-- .0 a>
.-5
- - <a •-• ro Cc)
>
co ,f, („,
c(3
-.
g

Detail of Yagi feed

2 Metre Yagis

sr,

,.. cr, m '='
" - c• .-.- (p
....,
a c ,t,

O

a ul

`c6

E

8

C

YAE SU
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

FEATURES
• 1 000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220 VAC (500

WATTS ON 6-METERS)

•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The Worlds First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D, FT-1000MP, FT-920,
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FT-990, FT-900C/AT

M.10C, SINGLE-BAND 15M

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm '(16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

MOC

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

ARRL DX CW 2002, G4BUO
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•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000
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Please note: VL-1000 and VP-1000 are not sold separately.

YAE SU
Yaesu UK Ltd, Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire 5023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.
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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

CHILTERN DX CLUB
The

UK DX Foundation

Haven't the bands been great? Just like
February of 2001, there has been a plethora
of nice expeditions to work — PWOT, T19M,
H40T, H7DX, etc. and all these on the heels
of the VP8 (S.Sandwich and S.Georgia)
efforts. And it doesn't stop there, with
Ducie, North Korea and Baker & Howland
Islands all expected within the next month
or so. Truly, these are good times to be a
DXer. But don't let your enthusiasm carry
you away — see the plea from W3UR on
p.16. CDXC members can be ambassadors,
setting an example through the excellence of
our operating.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Name in full.
Current callsign•

Other callsigns.

Address .

Country.

Post code -

Telephone.

E-mailFirst name or "ON-AIR" name (for your CDXC badge):

Proposer

Consign-

Seconder

Cal!sign-

Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
Fee enclosed (see over)•

(Cheques must be drawn on a UK bank).

I hereby. agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the

CDXC Membership List for regular circulation to other members. 1 agree to my E-mail
address being published on the CDXC WWW page (http•//www.CDXC.org.uk).

Signed.

Date.
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Subscription received
Welcome letter sent
Newsletter note
Database updated

Mailing list updated
Membership list updated
E-mail list updated
Badge sent

❑

❑
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Mind you, it seems that the main Saturday
evening occupation in the UK recently has
not been, as one might expect, participating
in a contest or chasing a new band-slot.
Instead, a huge majority of the population
has been glued to the magic box, following
the fortunes of a number of would-be Pop
Idols. Would it be Gareth or Will was the
question being debated in pubs, clubs and
radio shacks across the country (personally,
I was rooting for Zoe or Hayley, but that
probably says more about me than about
them!).
Indeed, in most sports, hobbies and interest
groups there is an enormous interest in the
cult of personality. Which is why it has
always intrigued me that in amateur radio
we seem to go in totally the opposite
direction. I suspect there is a happy medium
to be found here, but it does seem to me
right that we should recognise and
acknowledge those who earn and deserve
such recognition. All credit to the winners
of the G5RP, ROTAB and similar trophies,
and yet I couldn't even name the recent
winners of the ROTAB Trophy, and don't
recall them being publicised anywhere. All
credit too to those in our midst who have

been elected, for example, to the CQ
Contest Hall of Fame, where they stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with other truly worldclass players (Incidentally, there are indeed
some UK callsigns in that particular Hall of
Fame. Can you name them? A clue — one
will be speaking at this year's Annual
Dinner). And don't forget our own CDXC
Local Heroes Award which we are trying to
get off the ground. Do send your
nominations to our Awards Manager (Ian
GOKRL).
So is it modesty or lack of interest which
leads us to shy away from individuals and to
focus on things technical instead? I would
have thought a combination of both would
have been entirely healthy which leads me
nicely on to my frequent request for
Member Profiles for publication in these
pages. It really isn't a case of blowing your
own trumpet (though you are perfectly
welcome to do so!), but simply to introduce
yourself to other members. In the past most
CDXC members would have known each
other personally but, in a sense, we are now
victims of our own success, with a national,
indeed an international membership base, so
it has become physically impossible for us
all to have met each other. The Digest can
act as a forum for passing on your news or
simply letting us know who you are and
what your specific interests are. Who
knows, it may mean that you find other
members who, like you, have a passion for
rebuilding KW2000's (or whatever!).
Most Wanted
With a view to assessing where we might
best focus for a follow-up to D68C, I
recently made a request through the various
bulletins for people's Most Wanted,
especially those WARC, LF or data slots,
which the main Wanted surveys don't tell us
too much about. The feedback has been
extremely interesting, with about 200
responses so far, and I will be making a

detailed analysis in due course. Naturally
there are the obvious requests for places like
1357, VU4/7, the FR islands, T5, 70, ZS8,
KPI, KP5, to name a few. What I found
fascinating is that many of the respondents
seemed totally oblivious as to why these
"entities" are rare. That, for example,
permission to travel to the FR islands, to
ZS8, etc. tends only to be given to nationals
of the countries concerned and, even then,
generally only if they are going to be
working there. That KPI and KP5 are off
limits because they have become transshipment points for drug traffic in the
Caribbean, and have therefore been placed
off limits by the US government. That some
are hard to get access to for environmental
considerations. Oh, and most respondents
seem quite happy that we should put
personal safety at risk and travel to T5, 70,
etc. if it means filling a few new slots. I
suppose, deep down, serious DXers all feel
that way! Our Chairman picks up some of
these issues, especially the environmental
one, in his own piece which follows this
editorial. 1 was also amused by the
respondent who asked for an expedition to
Southern Sudan (STO) which, he observed,
hadn't been activated for several years. It
seemed to have escaped his notice that this
was because STO was deleted from the
DXCC list some years ago! What all this
seems to suggest is that we, as DXers,
sometimes fall into the trap of seeing DXCC
"entities" simply as some sort of counters
which we collect, rather than real places
with real people and, in many cases, very
real problems. This is a pity, because one of
the joys of our hobby is the way it can open
our eyes to a truly international perspective.
Anyway, I'd better stop, because I'm in
danger of spending too much time on my
soapbox again, and I've been taken to task
for that in the past!

White Stick op?
On a completely different tack, we now
have at least three white-stick members that
I know of who, as well as receiving the
physical copy of the Digest, also receive an
electronic version by e-mail. If there are any

DX AND EVENTS CALENDAR

other white-stick members out there who
would benefit from this service, please let
me know.

(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)

PDF Files
While on the subject of electronic copies of
the Digest, it's worth mentioning that your
Club recently invested in a copy of Acrobat,
which allows the production of PDF files
(which can be read easily with a free reader,
easily downloadable from the Internet). The
main reason for this was that it allows me to
e-mail the Digest to the printer and know
that it will be reproduced exactly as I have
laid it out (for better or worse!). But it also
opens up the possibility of putting old
copies of the Digest or, at least, certain
articles from old copies (a whole Digest is
rather too big a file to do this with), on to
the CDXC Web pages. We will be
experimenting with this in the near future,
but I would welcome members' views on
what we might start with, i.e. which types of
articles, should we start with recent Digests
and work backwards, or vice versa, and so
on.

Members Ads
Another service we offer through the Digest
(and I guess we could also do so on the Web
page if there were sufficient demand) is for
Members' Advertisements. If you want an
ad. in the Digest, then I am happy to include
it at zero cost. The commercial ads in these
pages are, of course, paid for and help to
subsidise the production of the Digest, so do
please support those advertisers (and,
indeed, tell them why you are doing so).

Deadlines
Finally, please note the publication deadline
for the Digest — 20 th of each alternate
month, so next deadline is 20th April. The
earlier I receive material the better — I seem
to have been playing catch-up quite a lot
with recent issues, as material has come in
quite late.

•

till 09/04 3W2XK: Vietnam by W9XK
till 10/04
EA8/I5WEA: Canary Islands (AF-004)
HL17FWC: special event station (Korea)
till 30/05
till June
P5/4L4FN: North Korea
T3OES: Butaritari (OC-017), W. Kiribati by N1JSY
till 2003
till Oct
ZD9IR: Gough Island (IOTA AF-030) by ZS6RI
OPIA: special event station
till 31/12
23/02-14/03 J3/DJ7RJ: Grenada (NA-024)
23/02-12/03 ZYOSAT: St. Peter & St. Paul Arch (SA-014) by PS7JN
24/02-17/03 PJ7/W8EB, PJ7/W8DVC, PJ7B: St. Maarten
25/02-28/03 MMOLEO: Scotland by W3LEO
27/02-23/03 P29VMS: Papua New Guinea by DL2GAC
04/03-15/03 YJOAOW & YJOAPY: Vanuatu (0C-035) by F6COW & F6EPY
from 05/03 P5: North Korea by YTIAD, YU7AV and others
07/03-14/03 PJ6/PA3G10/m or /p: Saba (NA-145)
08/03-24/03 EA6/DL6KAC: Mallorca (EU-004)
08/03-15/05 VQ9GB: Diego Garcia (AF-006) by K7GB
08/03-11/03 W4D: Dauphin Island (NA-213)
09/03-11/03 JO1EPY/6: Tokara Islands (AS-049)
11/03-17/03 5R8: Sainte Marie Island (AF-090) by F5DKO
12/03-30/03 XROX: San Felix Island (SA-013)
14/03-16/03 3W: Tam Island (AS-157) * by F6BUM
15/03-21/03 PA3G10/H19: Dominican Republic (NA-096)
mid March VP6: Ducie Island
21/03-23/03 3W: Cham Island (AS-???) by F6BUM
21/03-02/04 J68GS: St. Lucia (NA-108) by KI6T
22/03-28/03 FJ/PA3G10/m or /p: St Barthelemy (NA-146)
26/03-31/03 XF4IH: Cacaluta Island (NA-188) by XEs
28/03-03/04 5WOIR: Samoa (OC-097) by VK2IR and VK2KLM
28/03-01/04 DH3ZK, DLOFDX, DL3QR and DL6QT: Lighthouse
28/03-12/04 H40: Temotu Province by VK IAAA and YT6A
March
YB8HZ: Laut Kecil Islands (0C-???)
01/04-30/04 IROMA: special station
03/04-05/04 3W: Cat Ba Island (AS-132) by F6BUM
12/04-22/04 VK9ML: Mellish Reef (0C-072)
15/04-29/04 C56JJ: The Gambia by PA9JJ
17/04-22/04 3W: Cham Island (AS-???) by JI6KVR and others
26/04-28/04 International DX Convention (Visalia)
30/04-11/05 KH1: Baker Island (OC-089) * by YT1AD and others
April
XV9TH: Spratly Islands (AS-051)
April
YC9BU: Aru Islands (0C-???)
7X: Habibas Isis (AF-???) by 7X2R0,OM3CGN,OM2DX,OM3JW
May
KH1: Baker Island (OC-089) by YT1AD and others
May
May-August TA: Kefken Island (AS-159) by TA2s

73 Don G3XTT
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they held for the duration of our visit (only
just — one broke literally as we dismounted
the 20m tower on the final Monday!).

intra-station problems.
The 'field' next to the hotel was fine for our
LF antennas, although the neighbouring
hotels stretched North-North-East of us and
must have partly shielded us in that
direction on 80 and 160m. Next time, with
any luck, the hotel extension will be at full
height so there will be plenty more roof
space to play with.

Breaking down & storage

Those of you who are involved in Field Day
probably know that dismantling a temporary
station takes a fraction of the time it took to
put together. With the elation of a very
successful contest behind us, we ignored our
tiredness and in about a day, all of the
equipment was neatly boxed and bagged on
the ground, ready for the next trip. A hired
truck carried it all, plus us, to a secure
storage place and we experienced our last
trip across central Ouagadougou watching
the hubbub of city life over the truck's side
panels. The sight of so many happy white
faces peering out of the truck caused many
bemused looks from the locals, who maybe
thought it was a prison truck !

The 40m beam took pride of place on top of
the liftroom. This has a smaller roof, about
5 metres square and completely flat with no
edge barriers. Standing up there, looking
over the rooftops of central Ouagadougou to
the airport control tower and beyond, is not
ideal for those with a fear of heights — even
less so at the top of the tower section!
The hotel lift caused us a few interference
problems, especially on 40m. Because of its
close proximity to the lift motors, the
antenna presumably picked up noise from
the magnetic as well as electrical fields:
even Faraday shielding would probably not
have helped, but we might try a 'ORM
Eliminator' next time to null-out the local
noise on 40m. As it was, every few
minutes, the band was wiped out for five
seconds by 30-over-9 hash. We were very
tempted to pull the fuses on the lift during
the contest but decided it was better to stay
on good terms with the hotel management
and guests who were already being very
patient, given the TV interference and
physical disruption we caused!

Pretty soon we paid our hotel bills and said
our goodbyes, then departed on the Ghana
Airways plane for Accra. By the time we
arrived back at the arrivals hall at Accra, the
tiredness had started to kick in and I, for
one, was soon tucked-up in bed that night.
Operating location

Ouagadougou in central Burkina Faso is a
little over ten degrees North of the Equator,
due south of the UK. From this location, an
arc from North West to North East more-orless covered the Great Circle short-path
bearings to most of the world's amateurs.
The East-West roof of the hotel across the
road might have been ideal to minimise
interference between our beams, but lacked
the easy roof access we needed to get all the
gear up there. As it was, the Hotel
Splendide's L-shaped roof meant we
sometimes beamed at each other but the
distances between antennas, plus the bandpass filters on every band, gave us very few

(to be continued)
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
John Butcher, G3LAS

You will, no doubt, have heard that the
proposed trip to Midway Island, KH4, by
CDXC members Phil, G3SWH, and Jim,
G3RTE, has had to be cancelled. Apart from
being surprising that commercial enterprises
such as airlines and hotels can take such
summary action, presumably without being
in breach of contract, this disappointment
highlights the ever-increasing problems that
DXers face in planning trips to the rarer
DXCC entities. It seems certain that, with
Midway reverting to being a wildlife refuge,
operations from there will become few and
far between in future.
Very many of the most wanted locations are
becoming less accessible, either for
conservation reasons or because there is
some political or military sensitivity to
"strangers" visiting. Taking my own want
list as an example, 3Y/P, KP5, VKO/H and
YVO are firmly in the former category,
while BS7, VU4 and VU7 fall into the
latter. Obviously there is always hope that
government policies may change, vide the
current operations from North Korea and
Afghanistan, but it seems unlikely that
conservation restrictions will be eased.
Indeed, I would not wish them to be,
because wildlife preservation is the
responsibility of all.
It follows that we should make every effort
to promote amateur radio as a wildlifefriendly hobby. This can be done first by
making sure that it is, i.e. by always leaving
an expedition site as clean and undisturbed
as possible. But we could do more. Virtually
all preservation agencies need publicity and
many value voluntary help. The interest of
tens of thousands of amateurs world-wide
in, say, the issues surrounding the ecology
of Heard Island or the bird life of Navassa
can be harnessed to the benefit of those
causes and thus would do much to
encourage the relevant authorities to grant
permission for visits.

Sadly, it is not as easy as it sounds. While I
am sure that most expeditions take a
responsible attitude to the effects of their
presence on the environment, I suspect that
some do not. Many more of us could,
especially through clubs and societies, even
national organisations like the RSGB, help
develop good relations with conservation
authorities. DXpeditions could be, and
sometimes already are, combined with
conservation and scientific visits to these
exotic places. The operations in 2000 from
Palmyra and Kingman are an excellent
example of such co-operation, as was the
visit by Chuck, N4BQW, to Bouvet early
last year.
Perhaps the most daunting obstacle is our
tendency to self-destruct when it comes to
promoting the image of our hobby. I have
little doubt that the North Korean authorities
are monitoring carefully the current
activities of Ed, 4L4FN. Heaven knows
what they think of the antics of the
miscellaneous bad operators, loonies and
malicious jammers on his frequencies.
Would this kind of thing persuade you that
radio amateurs are responsible, caring
people who can be trusted to look after the
environment?
This is, of course, only one example. We
don't have to look far to find similar
behaviour on any day or on any band. I am
not naive enough to think we can change
idiots into sensible human beings, although
I do think licensing authorities could do
more, individually and in co-operation, to
crack down on the perpetrators of this band
pollution. What we can all do is try to
generate good publicity to counteract the
bad. When possible we should interact with
the rest of the communities in which we
live, who, by and large, either don't know
we exist or else think we are to be classed
with train spotters and other harmless
(perhaps) but useless "anoraks".

You don't have to go to Navassa or Peter 1
to help promote the right image. We all have
opportunities every day to get the right
message across and to ensure that one day
soon I will work number 335.
After the sermon, I have one or two other
messages.
As you will know, CDXC is now offering
the "Local Heroes Award" targeted at those
patient and uncomplaining residents of rare
and semi-rare locations around the world
who, year after year, dish out countless
QSOs and QSLs to the masses. We are
going to set up a nomination facility via our
web site in due course, but this will be a bit
delayed, so please let me have e-mail
nominations at any time from now on
(g3las@qsl.net ) for consideration for this

year's awards. Check the web site or the
July 2001 Digest for the rules.
I asked last time for views on whether we
should in future support expeditions which
have IOTA but not DXCC rarity value. This
is such a hot issue that it has generated
precisely one reply (see this month's
Postbag) from a membership which is now
around 525. Do we conclude that you don't
care what we do with your money?
Finally, CU at the Dinner on March 23. I
think Shaun has a few tickets left and Roger,
G3SXW, is burning the midnight oil
preparing his talk.

73 es gud DX, John, G3LAS

if we'd take one of his officers to the airport
at Ouagadougou, we could pay by credit
card at the main customs building there, so
with the customs officer now aboard our
guide's car, we all departed North for
Ouagadougou. At least now with the
customs man aboard, we sailed past yet
more police and customs posts without
further incident.

breaks at prayer time.

Setting up
-

Inside half an hour, the whole bus was
unloaded beside the rear of the hotel and the
laborious task of getting all the gear onto the
roof began. Even with a load of local
helpers, the next couple of hours were
tough. It was an hour or so after noon and
difficult to find any shade from the blazing
sun. The bags of cables were hoisted by
rope but most of the boxes (including
transformers for the linears) had to be handcarried up four floors to the roof. We all
earned our beers that night!

Despite the gloom over the customs bill, the
group was looking forward to our arrival in
the capital. Just past the airport, on a main
road to the city centre, we found the Hotel
Splendide looking just like its pictures on
the hotel's website. Roger and Fred had
already visited the previous year to identify
the location and discuss our requirements
with the hotel management, but still it was
an exciting arrival.

By sunset that first day, we had started
unpacking, sorting and laying out the towers
and antennas. The L-shape roof meant we
had room for two HF beams on each leg and
the largest (40m) beam would go in the
middle of the L, on top of the engine room
for the lift. The LF verticals would go into
the 'field' next to the hotel (actually a
construction site for an hotel extension: with
near perfect timing, the ground had been
cleared and concrete blocks were just being
laid out by the time we left!), with wire
dipoles sloping down from the roof towards
the North.

Burkina Faso

Presidents Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
This month I would like to raise a number of
issues about the different methods of
processing QSL cards. I believe QSLing is
of interest to the majority of DXers since
around 75% collect cards and about 60%
send them out. There are three basic
methods that QSL managers and DX
stations use to process cards. Let's have
members' views please on which method
you prefer. Of course you may feel that it
does not really matter which method is used
so long as you get a card eventually!
In this note, I have not dealt with procedures
for dealing with busted calls. Each QSL
manager will have his own rules; the
guidelines set out in "DXpeditioning Behind
the Scenes" seem to have gained a degree of
acceptance. The three basic methods are:
•

Method I: Received cards are processed
individually.

•

Method 2:
Labels are produced for
every contact in the log; cards are
distributed only to those claiming
contacts.

•

Method 3: As in Method 2, labels are
produced in bulk and all contacts are
confirmed through the bureau.

There are of course several variations on
each of these methods.

Method
QSL managers using method I will take a
batch of cards and check each log entry
(applying rules for busted calls as
appropriate) The log will be marked once
the details are checked and labels are then
produced for each newly-marked entry.
(Alternatively cards may be hand-written).
Usually, although not in every case, only
claimed contacts are confirmed even though
there may be other contacts in the log.
This method is a highly rigorous one since a
high degree of checking is involved. It is
also the method that maximises QSL income
to the DX station and is the most costeffective, an important factor to many
DXpeditions.
This is the method used by Phil G3SWH in
processing D68C, 9MOC and other cards.

Burkina Faso is a land-locked country in the
French part of central West Africa.
Although independent and no longer a
French dependency, it still shows signs of
its colonial past. French is widely spoken in
the main towns, whilst English is rare.
There are good French-style restaurants in
Ouagadougou, serving traditional French
fare alongside French versions of local
dishes. The currency was tied to the French
Franc and is now (presumably) tied to the
Euro. Other, perhaps more subtle signs of
French influence include some architectural
cues and good-quality main roads carrying
decent, safe vehicles (none of the Ghanaianstyle taxis I once likened to stock cars!).

The next few days, right up to the start of
the contest. were spent erecting towers,
beams, verticals and poles in the baking sun.
The group's prior experience paid dividends
here: everyone found something useful to do
and shared the workload. Mike just loves
climbing towers. Roger enjoyed collecting
water and other essential supplies from the
local markets. Andy, of course, was happy
with a soldering iron in hand. The rest of us
helped put the antennas and towers together
so Mike had something to climb!

All of this belies the country's extreme
poverty. Burkina is said to be the poorest
country in the world in terms of per-capita
income. It relies heavily on foreign aid
(governmental and private) to supplement
its meagre natural resources. From what we
saw, though, its people are not resigned to
their fate. Private enterprise is flourishing.
Just behind the hotel we saw from the roof a
thriving business refurbishing mattresses.
In a small courtyard space, Burkinabe men
were beating mattresses all day regardless of
the blazing sun, apart from the obligatory

The towers were mostly anchored to
convenient pieces of rebar sticking out of
the roof, but Fred had to be inventive to
make guy-points at the roof's edge. In the
end, he was able to 'lasso' the tops of the
hotel's outer concrete pillars with several
turns of rope, then tie the guys to these.
Although these were temporary fixtures,
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town called Bolgatanga for a stopover.
Inside its concrete compound, the hotel we
Christened the `Bolgatanga Hilton' may not
have been the sort of place you'd see in
package holiday brochures, but after a day
in the bus, the no-frills rooms and basic
restaurant were just what we needed.
Dinner that evening was soon followed by a
deep sleep.

duty free store at Amsterdam airport during
the stopover from their flight from London.
After a quick beer, our flight from
Amsterdam to Accra was an uneventful six
or so hours but the arrival was 'interesting'.
After a great deal of official stamping of
passports by somewhat surly immigration
officers and then a rapid passage past
customs, hoping they would not stop us to
check our heavy suitcases for anything
untoward, we descended into the waiting
pack of 'officially authorised' baggage
handlers desperate to relieve us of a dollar
or two to push our luggage trolleys 50 yards
down the ramp to the taxi rank. The
interminable wait for our hotel courtesy bus
was our first real opportunity to experience
the African climate: despite being about ten
o'clock at night, it was still well over 90
degrees and humid, but everyone seemed in
good spirits.

The next morning, after breakfast, we
headed back on to the main road and within
an hour or so reached the Burkina border
crossing at Po. The first border post (on the
Ghanaian side) was a civilised affair
through no-man's land to the Burkina side
and another customs post. This was also
fairly straightforward, although a large irate
group of local nomads seemed to be having
trouble when we arrived, and were still
arguing vociferously as we left. Meanwhile,
having met our guide from Burkina, we
were whisked past the noisy crowd directly
to the chief officer's inner office and the
formalities were completed in about fifteen
minutes, with the ritual stamping of
passports as usual. A few minutes later, the
`customs duties' having presumably been
paid, we were on our way into Burkina
proper.

We spent the next couple of days at The
Paloma, a comfortable and friendly hotel in
Accra, acclimatising to Africa, visiting and
activating the radio club 9GOARS and
catching up with old friends of the group
including the travel agency Expertravel.
We arranged with Expertravel for our bus to
Ouagadougou to come to collect us well
before dawn so that we could load up the
gear and get under way at first light. This
meant removing the equipment from
Ralph's dark shed into the bus — luckily the
only animals we encountered were Ralph's
chickens. With all the gear safely stowed
on and in the bus, there was barely enough
room for us to clamber aboard but soon we
were under way with distant memories of
school rugby trips filling my head.

At the time, it seemed odd to me that our
bus-load of goodies hadn't been inspected
... the reason became apparent a few miles
along the highway when we reached the
customs post proper. Here at the small
shanty-town called Po, buses, trucks and all
manner of other vehicles huddled around the
customs buildings, awaiting their
inspections. Although we all filed off the
bus and past the customs officers, then back
aboard quite quickly, the process was far
from over. It took a couple of hours more
waiting and a bill for over a thousand U.S.
dollars to clear customs, although in one
way we were luckier than another bus that
had to completely unload all passengers and
bags for individual inspections (presumably
they had argued a little too hard about the
customs duties!). Lacking sufficient cash,
we hoped we might negotiate a reduction
but the customs manager had another idea:

We were on the road North the whole day,
watching the countryside get less and less
green as we went. As we were travelling
only a month after the end of the rainy
season, I was surprised how good the roads
were — apparently, the main North-South
highway had recently been rebuilt so there
were relatively few emergency potholeavoidance manoeuvres.
As darkness fell, we arrived at a frontier
5$

Many other QSL managers also use this
method.

that, I believe, Bert PA3GIO uses. I know of
many DXers who like this method.

Method 2

b) An alternative approach (which I used for
my 9M2/G3NUG IOTA operations) is to
produce labels for every QSO, stick them on
the cards (kept in call sign sequence) but not
to send any cards to the bureau initially.
Direct requests can be processed very
quickly, all contacts with a particular station
being confirmed whether claimed or not.
Logs (or labels) may or may not be checked.
Once the flood of direct requests has fallen,
say after 6 months, then the balance of the
cards is sent to the bureau. This seemed to
work well for me although, of course, some
25% of the cards will go to waste.

Under method 2, labels are produced for
every entry in the log. This method is used
by many top DXers such as OH2BH and
W3UR. It is this system that facilitates the
rapid distribution of cards at major
conventions such as Dayton and
Friedrichshafen. Computer labels are
produced in callsign sequence. Operators
can collect cards at conventions by giving
their callsigns; the team manning the QSL
desk then attach the pre-printed label(s) to
the card.
Cards received directly or via the bureau are
processed quickly particularly if the log is
not checked, the pre-printed labels being
applied to cards so that they can be returned
without delay. This is an efficient way of
processing cards and produces a high level
of satisfaction. QSL income will be high
although this will be reduced when cards are
made available at conventions. Inevitably
QSOs that are in the DXpedition log but not
in the operator's log will be confirmed.
Note that some QSL managers using this
method do in fact check logs thoroughly (or
the labels as they are copies of the log). A
significant number of labels will be printed
and not used.
Method 3
Method 3 is somewhat similar to method 2
in that labels are produced for every contact.
However, there are then two different ways
of proceeding from then on:
a) All contacts are immediately confirmed
via the bureau. This produces a high degree
of satisfaction because DXers know that a
card will be received in due course and they
do not need to send a card.
However, since around 25% of DXers do
not collect cards these cards are wasted and
the bureau system may become overloaded.
Direct requests are processed individually
but are actively discouraged. QSL income is
lowest by this method. This is the method

In both of the above cases arrangements are
made to acknowledge direct cards received
after the bulk shipment to the bureau.
Note also that some DXers are now printing
the QSO details directly on their QSLs. This
avoids using labels and is a secure system in
that false labels cannot be added to a card.
This would work for Methods 1 & 3 but not
for Method 2. If this process is used for
Method 2 it would result in a large number
of wasted cards.
Error rates are another factor to be
considered particularly in the cases of
Methods 2 and 3 - typical contest error rates
are 2-3% and could be up to 4% for a major
DXpedition depending on the experience of
the operator team.
Another factor likely to affect QSLing
routines in the future is the ARRL Logbook
of the World project. DXers and
DXpeditioners will place their logs on a
central database and matching entries can
then be claimed for DXCC credit. There are
several aspects of the LOTW project that
still have to be determined including the
routines for dealing with busted calls.
Inevitably QSL income flowing to DX
stations and to DXpeditioners will fall
although I have no doubt that for many
years paper QSLs will still be available to
those who want them. Time will tell how
this project develops but it must surely be a

step in the right direction.
Members, let's have your views for
publication. Which of these methods do you
prefer? Are there any other upsides or
downsides? Indeed, are there any other

methods? We look forward to hearing from
you.
Finally, members should know that we are
making good progress with the design of the
new club QSL card. More news in May.

Secretary's Update
Shaun Jarvis, MOBJL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

Call

Worked

Name

Location

GODRM

207

David Cookson

Cheshire

GONWY

173

Duncan Peters

Darlington

G3JMJ

200+

Don Nunn

Kent

G3JUL

300

Geoff Voller

Middx

G3LPS

330

Eric Pickering

Lancs

G3SUK

140+

Mike Baker

Suffolk

G3WPT

100+

Bob Brown

Lanes

G3WUX

250+

Terry Robinson

Middx

G3XGC

1004

Geoff Cottrell

Oxon

G3XSV

233

Alan Hydes

Bristol

G4EDR

145

David Mappin

N.Yorks

G4EJW

243

Nigel Perkins

Somerset

G4LDL

130

Tony Bettley

Wilts

G4NQQ

239

Neil Hemmings

Somerset

G4OWF

270+

Alan Cockroft

W.Yorks

G4ZIB

260+

Tony Roberts

Worcestershire

Pre-trip planning

of GMT.

Naturally, the planning for a major
DXpedition starts well before the actual
event, typically about a year ahead. The
selection of operating location and potential
team members are important considerations.
As it happened, I was invited by Roger
(G3SXW) to join the XT2 trip just a couple
of months before it happened — luckily for
me, I had the cash and holiday time
available to commit immediately. It was an
easy decision since I knew four of the team
already and was envious of their record
scores in previous years, although it was to
be my first ever visit to the African
continent and I clearly lagged well behind
the rest in terms of DXpedition and
contesting experience.

A recent outbreak of yellow fever in the
North of Burkina meant a certificate was
required to confirm the yellow fever
inoculation as a condition of entry. This
caused me a slight problem as I was
working abroad five days a week and had to
arrange to visit one of the special London
travel clinics authorised to give the yellow
fever injection on one of my home visits,
but at least it lasts for ten years so I will not
have to worry again for a decade.

About a year earlier, Roger and Fred
(G4BWP) had already made a
reconnaissance visit to XT2, met with Hugo
XT2HB and selected a potential operating
location. With Hugo's invaluable
assistance, they had obtained personal XT2
licences plus XT2DX for the group. Hugo
renewed these in time for the 2001 event.

CALL FOR PAPERS

The individual group members made their
own travel arrangements to and from Ghana,
obtained visas and had the necessary
vaccinations. Purchasing a plane ticket to
Accra was simply a matter of selecting a
route and airline, and booking by credit card
over the Internet or telephone. Somewhat
curiously, I discovered that flying to Accra
from Amsterdam on KLM on a ticket
purchased through eBookers.com was
actually more expensive than flying from
London Stansted to Accra via Amsterdam
... but due to my work commitments there
was little I could do (next time, I'll know
better!).

Papers are invited for the RSGB International HF and IOTA Convention to be held at the
Beaumont Convention Centre, Old Windsor, Berkshire over the weekend 11th - 13th October
2002. The Convention covers DXing and technical topics that relate to amateur bands from (and
including) 50MHz to 73kHz. This year we will be particularly interested to consider topics of
interest to the new Foundation Licence holders. If you have an interesting idea and wish to be
considered as a speaker please submit a brief abstract on the subject matter to the Chairman of
the HF Convention sub-committee via e-mail to HFC2002.Chairman@rsgb.org.uk or by post to
RSGB HQ.

Visas are required for Ghana and Burkina so
I had to take a half-day off work to visit the
Ghanaian embassy in North London and the
Burkina Faso consulate south west of the
City. Queuing for the Ghanaian visa and
`negotiating' with the official to get it issued
the same day (as I needed my passport to go
abroad the following day) was my first taste

GI4SNC

268

Key Moore

Limavady

GW4MVA

313

Glynn Burhouse

Flintshire

JA 1 LZR

310

Joe lwakura

Tokyo

MOAFJ

137

Tim Hague

Bucks

MORNR

122

Brian Pickup

Albany

MOTTT

207

Robert Morgan

Coventry

M5PLY

184

Ivor Peters

Devon

Currency was the next problem: due to poor
planning, I found myself at Amsterdam
airport without any cash for the trip. I knew
from Roger's e-mails that I would need
something over a thousand US dollars for
the hotel and bus but the first bureau de
change I tried would only let me buy one
hundred dollars and some Dutch guilders
(not much help in West Africa). The next
needed 'special authorisation' from my bank
for another thousand dollars. Unfortunately
for me, the cashier was in her first week at
work and had to find out what 'special
authorisation' actually meant before she
could do it ... after an anxious 45 minutes'
wait, several pleading conversations with
the cashier, one with her manager and one
with someone at the Dutch bank, disclosing
my mother's maiden name, displaying my
passport and two further mobile telephone
conversations with my own bank in London,
I signed the third slip of paper authorising
the bank to extract the equivalent of a
thousand dollars from my account, plus of
course several percent for their trouble (!).
Well at least I now had some cash. [With
US dollars in my hand, obtaining Ghanaian
currency was far simpler in Accra the next
day — we simply walked from the hotel to a
foreign exchange shop about fifty yards
along the road and handed over the cash.
Mind you, the thick wad of mixed-value
Ghanaian banknotes I obtained for $50 was
quite a surprise: the largest Ghanaian note is
worth less than a dollar!]

Logistics
I met up w ith Fred and Andy
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(G4PIQ) at the

usually a spot of operating from the Ghana
Amateur Radio Society station 9G0ARS.

Year

Callsign

# Ops

Result

1994

9G5AA

5

I st

1995

TY5A

5

1st

1996

5V7A

10

1st

1997

5V7A

10

1st

1998

5V7A

10

2nd

1999

9G5AA

7

?

2000

9G5AA

4

6th

2001

XT2DX

6

2nd??

he must have been relieved to get the space
back at last!
Another friend in Accra is George (9GI RL).
George has helped organise licences for the
group over many years, assistance for which
we are most grateful. West African officials
are not renowned for their speed or
efficiency, so even a relatively simple
licence renewal can involve hours of work,
numerous personal visits to the Ministry and
so forth. Thanks George!
Even though I had never met them before, I
found Ralph and George very warm,
welcoming and understanding on my first
ever visit to Africa. Ralph is a jazz
musician who played for Duke Ellington a
few years back. He took us all to a newlycompleted open-air jazz club one evening —
unfortunately the band did not actually show
up because their amplifier had broken (if
only they knew how much Andy, G4PIQ,
would have loved to warm up his soldering
iron!) but still we had a very pleasant warm
evening outdoors, talking to Ralph and his
friends over the customary Star beers.

Table 2. Previous Voodoo Contest Group
operations
Members of the group have operated from
Ghana many times, encouraged the local
amateurs and donated items of radio
equipment and antennas to the club station.
Since 9G is no longer quite as rare as it once
was and the pileups seem to have
diminished, the group tends to travel to
other nearby countries to activate more
exotic prefixes in CQ WW. The goal of
course is to make many thousands of
contacts and collect hundreds of multipliers:
`being DX' is the group's primary tactic,
with less emphasis needed on generating
outstanding signals or chasing multipliers —
more on this later.

Expertravel is the company in Accra that
arranged our trip from Ghana to Burkina by
bus, then back by air. The Voodudes have
used Expertravel several times before so we
knew they are trustworthy. Although there
were some problems with the Ghana
Airways flights this time, this was no fault
of Expertravel: the airline had mechanical
problems with one of their planes and had to
charter a replacement, but just a few days
before, cancelled the flight Bob (G3PJT)
was originally going to make. This meant
that he could not get back to the UK in time
for his inauguration as RSGB President,
therefore he had to cancel the whole trip.
The Expertravel staff were upset to tell us
the news but were happy to refund Bob's
Ghana Airways ticket (unfortunately,
British Airways were not so willing to
refund the wasted return flight from London
and Accra — last I heard, Bob was
desperately trying to claim on his travel
insurance).

Friendships

Ralph (9G IRQ) has been a long-term
Voodudes friend. Thanks to Ralph, the
group has always had local help to organise
things. Perhaps most importantly of all,
with Ralph's generosity, the group has had
somewhere safe to store its hoard of
equipment in between contests. Without a
local store, the excess baggage charges and
customs duties to carry everything to Africa
each time would have made the trips
excessively expensive and difficult. As
Ralph helped us load the gear into the bus at
4:30AM and watched us depart for Burkina,
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IOTA 2000 Update
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

Since the report in the January Digest a further and final batch of IOTA 2000 certificates was
processed. Additional winners in the UK and Ireland were:
•

EI7CC (Silver)

•

MMOBQI (Bronze)

•

SWL BRS91529 (Bronze).

344 certificates were issued in total.
Postbag, a selection of comments on IOTA 2000:
•

I'd like to express thanks to you and CDXC for sponsoring the IOTA 2000 Award. It is the
first award besides DXCC that was of any interest to me. It opened up another facet of the
hobby that I'd not explored, and it sparked renewed operating interest and enthusiasm. I've
since been exploring other operating awards. Researching my logs these past months I've
found I qualify for over a dozen awards and I've begun actively working toward another
dozen. .....Your award will hold the special place as the one that started it all. 73 Mike
AL7KC

•

Today I have received my IOTA 2000 Award! It's my first award and will take special place
on wall in my shack! Thanks again. 73 Best regards! de Sasa 9A3NM
Many many tnx for the certificates "IOTA 2000", very appreciated award received. We are
very obliged for your punctuality and for the interesting initiative. All the best and many
regards IOVII Pio, IKONJU Enrico and IKOSTM Massimo
I have receive the certificate. Is very nice and it is my first certificate on radio. Many tnx for
all, especially for the IOTA 2000 program. 73's Amadeo - EA3GCJ
Today I received my Bronze Certificate. I am very glad and satisfied. I put the certificate
into the frame and hung it on the wall. Very nice view, indeed. I would like to thank you
very much and send my regards to all the people who helped in such a nice and friendly
idea. :-) Best 73's Marek SP6NIN
Thanks for the nice IOTA Millennium Participation Certificate which I received yesterday.
Best regards to you and your family. 73 de VU3DMP Chets
I have been received IOTA Millennium Award from you, thank you for your help and
support. Best regards from me to your family there. YCOONE / Eka.
I received my new iota 2000 award, again many thanks. Have a nice weekend, 73 Theo
PB7CW
Today I received my IOTA diploma . it is truly beautiful. I really thank you for the rapidity!
My best 73's. IK2VUC Giuliano.
The beautiful Participation Certificate for Millennium IOTA 2000, has been received at my
QTH on the 17th. I thank u very much for the encouragement. I am sure this is the only one
for India. I will be showing it to our Bangalore Amateur Radio Club members in the next
meeting in September 2001. 73, namaste from India. de Arasu VU2UR.
Want to inform you that I have received the "IOTA Millennium" Gold award! It is looking
very nice! It came to me very quickly! Just couple of days after I sent my application to your
e-mail address! Thank you very much for the great job! My friends UU2JA and UU-J-1 also
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received their bronze awards! Grateful thanks to you from them! 73! Best DX!
Rusty/UU2JQ.
Very many thanks for the beautiful "IOTA 2000 (Silver)" certificate recently received and
also to Nevada Communications the sponsor. With my low profile set-up I was very pleased
with the result. ....73 John G3OLY Letchworth
On last Friday we've got the IOTA-2000 Certificate. Thank you very much. It is beautiful
certificate. 73 es good luck to all CDXC members. Sincerely yours, MIRO (UT7WZ) op. of
UT7WZA
I received today the wonderful "Millennium IOTA 2000 Silver Certificate "! Was a great
pleasure to get it - many thanks! Best wishes,73 and TNX again! sincerely your Zoli/Y02BP
Tks for award Neville Is ver lb tks agn 73 Tony IKOOZD
Good evening Neville: Rec'd my Silver IOTA 2000 Certificate this morning. May I say
thank you very much for a very beautiful and colourful certificate, please pass my tnx. to
al1.73 George VE3PRU
I've just received the award and it's really nice , I tell you that thanks to that project i started
to look for IOTA islands , so if the idea was to develop the iota program you have made that
goal. 73s and ciao de IKOYVV Marcol
Today I received my IOTA 2000 Certificate. It is really beautiful!! Thanks very much for
nice job.73 de Ivo, LZ4BU
Just want to thank you for the beautiful IOTA 2000 Gold Certificate that I received in this
morning's mail. Very nice job and well managed program. 73 & best wishes, Jerry W2JZK
I received the certificate yesterday, thank you very much. It's beautiful. It was fun and a real
challenge to get it. Also, I am sure, the IOTA popularity was boosted significantly. All the
best, 73 John, OZ4RT
Many thanks for very nice IOTA 2000 silver Certificate. VY 73 es DX! Vilo, OM3MB
Just to let you know that I have got the marvellous IOTA 2000 Certificate today. Thank you
very much indeed!!! Best 73 Antonio, EA4MY
Many thanks for the IOTA 2000 Certificate. Yes, I like it, it's very nice. You see, I am not a
"pure" DXer, my hobby is HF or VHF CW contesting , but the IOTA Millennium Certificate
is my only certificate..73s for you, hope to see you on the bands. Yours sincerely, Slavek
OK1HX
Many thanks for my certificate received today. I have been licensed for a number of years
now but only recently got interested in IOTA. Thanks to everyone involved with the
organisation of the IOTA 2000 award programme. 73, David - G4EDR

Who

About

Other calls, ops & DXpeditions

G3SXW
Roger

Inspirational
DXpedition
leader, Al CW op and our
QSL manager. A legend of
many previous CW
DXpeditions and member of
the Contest Hall Of Fame

3DA/G3SXW
5V7A 9G5AA
9G5SX
9N1SXW C21SX CN5N FH/G3SXW
FW/G3SXW
GJOAAA
H44SX
M5A
S79SXW
TY5A
VK9CXW
XT2SX
XX9TSX ZC4SXW ZD9SXW ZL7/G3SXW

G3XTT Don

LF DXer, chief adjudicator
for the RSGB IOTA contest,
author of the HF News
section in RadCom for RSGB
and CDXC Editor

9G5AA ZS9Z V51Z 9MOC 9M6/G3XTT
D68C M6T TF/G3XTT GU6UW GJ6UW
GW8GT
4UIITU
HB9XIS
HBOXIS
ZS6/G3XTT
G3XTT/LX
NK I G
G3XTTNP9

G4BWP Fred

Globe-trotting contester and
survivor of previous
Voodudes DXpeditions

9G5AA 9G5FH K6BWP XT2WP

G4IFB Gary

Rookie DXpeditioner on his
first trip to Africa.
Enthusiastic CW operator and
contester, QRPer, webmaster
and author of this article

GJ4iFB GW4IFB GW8GT M6T ON/G4IFB

G4PIQ Andy

Serious contest operator and
talented wielder of the
soldering iron

A35IQ G4PIQ/TF
OY/G4PIQ

KC7V Mike

Serial DXpeditioner and long- 4UOITU 4X/KC7V 5B4/KC7V
5V7A
time VooDude, tower 7JIAEN 9G5AA C56N CN2MF CN5N
climbing being his forte
DU I/KC7V HB9/KC7V JT1/KC7V KC6MF
KHO/KC7V KH2/KC7V KH6/KC7V
KL7/KC7V t(P2/KC7V KP2A OHO/KC7V
OH2/KC7V OJO/KC7V TY5A UA3A/KC7V
VE3/KC7V KC7V/XE2 XX9MF ZC4Z
ZC4MF ZF2MF ZF2WW

M6T

M7T

M8T

Table 1. The Voodudes
And, finally

(see below), and to adjust from our hectic
working schedules to the pace of life in
Africa. In the fierce sunshine and high
daytime temperatures, it makes little sense
to rush around like we do at home - some
even refer to GMT ("Ghana Maybe Time")
meaning planned things happen 'at some
point maybe'. Pretty soon, after a few
chilled Star beers, the heat becomes more
bearable and the group gets down to the
serious last-minute contest preparations:
confirming the detailed logistical
arrangements, checking the equipment and

Why XT2?

My thanks to Mike G3SED of Nevada for sponsoring the IOTA 2000 Programme and to Trish,
my XYL, who wrote out all 344 certificates.
.•■

Over the past several years, Voodudes have
activated three other exotic and rare West
African prefixes in the area bordering
Ghana - an hospitable and welcoming
country with easy access by air from Europe
to Accra, its capital. Table 2 lists the
group's previous operations and the results
obtained in CQ WW CW.
Accra is a convenient place in which to
spend a couple of days meeting long-time
Voodude friends such as Ralph and George
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death. So with light and darkness, heat and
cold, you never get either all the light or all
the heat out of anything. So with God and
the devil; so with everything. Everything is
like a door swinging backwards and
forwards. Everything has a little of that
from which it is most remote and to which it
is most opposed and these antitheses serve
to explain one another"

Samuel Butler (1835-1902

CELEBRATING THE QUEEN'S JUBILEE BY AMATEUR RADIO

Good one eh?..must remember this when I
need a reason for a late log submittal!

(this Press Release went out recently to Amateur Radio bulletins around the world)

Keep those articles coming in...all are very
welcome.. until next time...
73 to Paul GOWAT

The unique callsign GB50 (yes, Golf Bravo Fifty) has been issued by the UK
Radiocommunications Agency for a special event station to be established at Windsor Castle to
celebrate the Queen's Jubilee (50th Anniversary of her succession to the throne) from 29th May
to 9th June 2002. The station will be run by Cray Valley Radio Society (CVRS), in association
with Burnham Beeches Radio Club (BBRC), and with the support of the Radio Society of Great
Britain (RSGB).
Activity will be on all bands from 3.5 - 50MHz on CW, SSB, PSK3 I and RTTY. A 144MHz
station will also be active on CW, SSB and FM.

XT2DX

-

The Voodudes latest Contest DXpedition (Part 1)
Gary Hinson G4IFB (g4ifb@totalise.co.uk)

Introduction
This is the story of XT2DX, the latest
Voodoo Contest Group DXpedition to West
Africa, as experienced by a new group
member and rookie DXpeditioner, G4IFB.
The team operated the 2001 CQ WorldWide DX Context CW section from Burkina
Faso using the callsign XT2DX. My
perspective is purely personal: I don't
pretend to represent the view of others in the
group, but I hope that I can impart some
useful advice for others contemplating their
own DXpedition or just those working DX
from home.
The Voodudes

The Voodoo Contest Group specialises in
contesting from West Africa, particularly
the CW leg of the CQ World-Wide DX
Contest every November. As most of the
team (the "Voodudes") live in the UK, we
especially welcome the opportunity to leave
the cool drizzle of home for some West
African sunshine. I'll say more about West
Africa's other attractions later on.
The team members for 2001 were G3SXW,
G3XTT, G4BWP, G4IFB, G4PIQ and
KC7V (see table 1). Two other Voodudes

(G3PJT and K5VT) had originally planned
to join us but events turned against them
(G3PJT's flight was cancelled by the airline
at 2 days notice, while K5VT chose instead
to join the ill-fated trip that tried to put
Ducie Island on the DXCC map for a new
one). The team's combined DXpedition
experience is formidable. Quite apart from
the previous Voodoo trips (more below),
most have travelled the globe many times on
other DXpeditions. At this point I should
admit that I was most definitely the greenest
rookie on the crew, having only
`13Xpeditioned' in Europe before. As you
can probably imagine, XT2DX was a
fascinating and somewhat daunting
experience for me!
Aside from the facts presented in Table I,
many other characteristics bond the
Voodudes into a high-performance team.
We are all competent CW operators, DXers
and contestants who enjoy travelling to
exotic locations and get on together as
friends. Teamworking is an important
theme throughout this article that gives us
many advantages.

The organising team hopes to make many QS0s with radio amateurs around the world,
especially the British Commonwealth. The station will be operational from 0700 - 2200z daily,
and will be well equipped to allow simultaneous operation on several bands. Icom have kindly
agreed to provide equipment for GB50, as they did for M2000A.
The station will be open to the public.
A Web site is now up and running and will be kept updated with the latest news:
www.gb50.com
The QSL Manager will be Owen G4DFI who did such a great job as QSL Manager for
M2000A. An attractive commemorative card will be produced. Cards may be sent via the
bureau, or direct to Owen Cross, G4DFI, 28 Garden Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent DA7 4LF,
England
Publicity is being handled by Don Field G3XTT (who was also Publicity Officer for 9MOC and
D68C), who will be providing further details as they come available. This will include an
Awards programme based around the Jubilee. Don can be reached by e-mail at:
g3xtt@lineone.net
Background

Windsor Castle is the perfect location for this high profile, prestigious event. Not only will it
celebrate a landmark in British history, it will provide an opportunity to establish an amateur
radio station that is of national and international importance - one that will raise the profile of
amateur radio in the British Isles, and will attract young people to the hobby.
Both societies are well qualified to undertake this project. BBRC operated from the Castle in
1977 during the Queen's Silver Jubilee celebrations and, in January and February 2000, CVRS
organised the M2000A station at Greenwich (www.qsl.net/m2000a) to celebrate the
Millennium. This was done in conjunction with English Heritage and the London Borough of
Greenwich and was the most successful UK special event station of all time: in the two months
of operation 48,000 contacts were made with 202 countries.
Organising Committee

Bob Treacher BRS32525 (Team Leader)
Dave Lawley G4BUO (HF Manager)
Chris Whitmarsh GOFDZ (VHF Manager)
Paul Lethbridge G3SXE (Project Manager)
Bernard Harrad G8LDV (Treasurer)
Nigel Peacock G4KIU (Webmaster)

Tim Kirby G4VXE (Station Manager,
Specialist Modes)
Dave Chislett G4XDU
Owen Cross G4DFI (QSL Manager)
Don Field G3XTT (Publicity)
Miss C Treacher RS102891 (Awards)

Hints'nTips

I think that Dave G3TBK will be on J8, Don
G3XTT will be at 9G and I will be back at
8P and no doubt there will be others"

G3GPE - SK
CDXC Member Ken Smethurst G3GPE became a Silent Key last November. The following
piece appeared in his local village newspaper back in 1992, and has been passed along by his
widow Doreen.

CQ from GOLF 3 GOLF PAPA ECHO
Q. Where would you find a ham in Ham Lane?

Writelog by Bob G3PJT
I suppose the most interesting thing was that
I have discovered that certain co-resident
programmes can slow down your PC when
running Windows ME.

73 Bob G3PJT
P.S. Also note that with my change of ISP
the old site for BERU is dead but there is a
new one on the HFCC site thanks to Tim
G4VXE.

I found that if programmes like virus
checkers, and digital camera programmes
are left running when you are using other
programmes which have I/O via the LPT
port then after a few hours the logging
programme like Writelog ran slower and
slower. I should say that this is a Windows
problem, NOT a Writelog problem.

It sounds like one of those teasing riddles but in fact the answer is No. 1. This is the home of
Aston's amateur radio enthusiast. Ken Smethurst prefers this title to that of a 'ham' although he
considers it appropriate that he lives in Ham Lane.
Since the age of eight when, for the price of a 3d blue-print, he learnt to build his first radio
receiver, Ken has been interested in the art of communication over air waves. This early
enthusiasm stemmed from his grandfather who built radio sets as a hobby in the 1920s and 30s.
It was fuelled by a science master at the boarding school that Ken attended, who took part in
early expeditions to the Arctic and Antarctic.
At the outbreak of war Ken entered the RAF to become a wireless operator. It was not until the
war was over that he set up his first radio station in Iraq having re-enlisted in the RAF. This was
followed by an amateur station at RAF Sharjah in the Persian Gulf.
In 1947 Ken took the Radio Amateurs' Examination, and in 1950 obtained his English Licence.
During a spell of service in Germany, he set up his own radio station there. This was followed
by a posting to RAF Locking, the headquarters of the RAF Amateur Radio Society where Ken
played an active part in training, and contacting amateurs around the world.
Ken's hobby has taken him to many of the more remote parts of the world setting up radio
stations from islands in the Red Sea, Arabian Sea and the jungles of Borneo.
Today, Ken continues his hobby in retirement, sitting at the receiver and listening for contacts
from all over the world. Most communication is in Morse code which Ken can decipher
instantly. All communication is logged and cards are sent to those contacted. Ken has collected
cards from the four corners of the earth and many of his contacts have become firm friends. At
Ham Fests (gatherings of radio amateurs) face to face meetings are fascinating experiences.
Ken's greatest joy, however, is finding himself contacting someone from his early days as a
radio amateur.
Keeping in touch with people over long periods of years can be achieved as a radio amateur says

As per recent GB2RS information there will
indeed be others participating from DX
locations...

Anyway when I rebooted and disabled the
loading of these programmes at start up the
problem vanished. To disable the loading of
these co-resident programmes in Windows
ME you run 'msconfig' , click over to
'startup' and disable the programmes you
don't want loaded by unticking, then reboot.
The camera programmes worked just fine by
loading them as needed.

"RSGB President Bob Whelan, G3PJT, will
be active in the contest as 8P9IF from
Barbados. A number of other UK operators
are also planning Commonwealth Contest
activity from overseas. Look for Don,
G3XTT, operating from Ghana, 9G; Dave,
G3TBK, in St Vincent as J88DR; Peter,
G4MJS, will be on from Sabah as 9M6A
and Rich, G4ZFE, is hoping to be on from
the Planetarium in Kuala Lumpur as
9M2/G4ZFE"...

So that's it for now (I think so anyway) ...I
suspect my memory has been playing a few
tricks on me recently... I suppose it happens
to us all at one time or another, so if it's a
case of mea culpa, it's always best to have
a few good excuses on hand... in researching
(he researches! I hear you say...I thought he
just cobbled it all together on the back of a
fag packet) a suitable quotation on this
subject with which to end the column I
came across this one...

Looks like it could be a bumper BERU...GL
to all contestants and grateful thanks from
the deserving for putting on stations from
the Commonwealths far flung corners

Ken.

"Memory and forgetfulness are as life and
death to one another. To live is to remember
and to remember is to live. To die is to
forget and to forget is to die. Everything is
so much involved in and is so much a
process of its opposite that, as it is almost
fair to call death a process of life and life a
process of death, so it is to call memory a
process of forgetting and forgetting a
process of remembering. There is never
either absolute memory or absolute
forge tfulness, absolute life or absolute

And when you come to think about it, isn't human communication, whether by letter, telephone,
everyday chatter or even Morse code one of life's greatest pleasures for all of us?
Janet Glanvill 22.8.92
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Bob has also contributed a bit to a new
Hints'n'Tips corner...we would welcome
any other contesting related titbits... Bob's
is as a follow up to his article on Writelog
(see CDXCQRZC passim)...
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EU Sprint Spring SSB

Thanks Dave...an absolutely super score
and many thanks for the short notice article
FB OM...now Significant Other Informing
Calendar to hand?...here are some events to
note down...

13-14 Saturday 1800z - Sunday 1800z

Yorkshire Cluster Group Annual Convention 11th May 2002

His Majesty The King of Spain Contest
CW/SSB

This popular annual event will again be held at the Cave Castle Golf Hotel, South Cave, East
Yorks. 2-minutes from the Eastern End of the M62. Set in acres of parkland it has its own 18hole golf course and a brand new health centre with swimming pool, etc.

18 Thursday 1900-2030

In previous years it has attracted visitors keen on DXing, and Contesting to what is a really
informal programme of events. The real aim is to obtain funds in order to run, maintain, and
extend the DX-Cluster Network throughout Yorkshire and beyond. As appropriate, funds and
assistance are extended to adjacent areas for the mutual benefit of Cluster users.

RSGB Slow Speed Cumulative
20 Saturday 0000 — 2359

March

Holyland DX Contest CW/SSB

9 -10 Sat 1000 until Sun 1000

The program this year follows the now proven and popular schedule with an informal buffet
lunch, short presentations by well known DXers, Topical Video, and an evening Dinner. The
whole afternoon and evening sessions are held in a large self-contained room complete with its
own bar area.

20 Saturday 0000 — 2400

RSGB Commonwealth Contest CW

TARA PSK31 Rumble PSK31

10 Sunday 0000 — 0400

20 Saturday 1500 — 1859

North American Sprint Contest RTTY

We have secured the services this year of Conrad GORUZ who will present a topical lecture on
the art of 6m DXing. Given the current upsurge in solar activity this should prove an interesting
session. Conrad is well known for his Moonbounce activities and in addition has an excellent
station on 6m.

EU Sprint Spring CW

16-18 Saturday 0200 - Monday 0200

26 Friday 1900-2030

BARTG Spring RTTY Contest RTTY

RSGB Slow Speed Cumulative CW

16-17 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200

27-28 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200

Russian DX Contest CW/SSB

Helvetia DX Contest CW/SSB

Several members and guests have travelled on DXpeditions this year and no doubt will be keen
to offer an insight into their activity. In due time a full programme of events will be mailed to
previous visitors but the day is all about meeting and chatting with old and new friends, good
food, and an excellent venue. This year space will be given to a Q&A Session on topics as
varied as our hobby. e.g. Jubilee Contest, IOTA, WRTC, etc.

BERU Corner

Finally, to end the afternoon session we as ever will be holding the money spinning YCSG
Raffle with excellent prizes thanks to our regular donors. The more unusual prize this year will
be six 2002/2003 CQ Calendars featuring the Classic Radio Series.

SP DX RTTY Contest RTTY

25 Monday 1900-2030

27-28 Saturday 1300 - Sunday 1300

RSGB Slow Speed Cumulative CW
30-31 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2359
CQ WW WPX Contest SSB

As many of you will be aware it the 65th

April

Comnwealthscomig
up... hopefully this will reach your doormat
before the event itself... and so a little note
from Bob...

2 Tuesday 1900-2030
RSGB Slow Speed Cumulative CW
7 Sunday 0700 - 0900UTC

The day is not limited to YCSG Members, all interested in HFNHF/UHF operating in whatever
form are invited and will find something to chat about. It usually turns out to be a great "Elmer's
Day" and the ladies usually enjoy their day too.
For further information contact the YCSG Treasurer: John Dunnington QTHR
Tel: 01430 449 420, Email: g31zq®john-dunnington.freeserve.co.uk

RSGB ROPOCO CW

eh Commonwealth Contest

6-7 Saturday 1500 - Sunday 1500

Note this if nothing else...

SP DX Contest CW/SSB

The contest starts at 1000 on the 9 March
2002 and will finish at 1000 on the 10th
March.

6-7 Saturday 1600 - Sunday 1600
EA WW RTTY Contest RTTY

This is EARLIER than normal and has been
changed to help the ZLs where the contest
ended on Monday morning.

10 Wednesday 1900-2030
RSGB Slow Speed Cumulative CW
12-14 Friday 2300 - Sunday 2300

As this is Jubilee year a special Jubilee
certificate will be available for working 50
band call areas. As we will have mail shot
all DX entrants with contest details we hope
for a good turn out.

Japan International
DX Contest, 20-10 m CW
13 Saturday 1500 — 1859

52

STOP PRESS
We have just been notified of a forthcoming expedition to the previously un-activated Balister
Reef (IOTA AP-001). This should take place early next month, although an exact schedule is
uncertain as any approach to the Reef should always be made with extreme caution. Many are
those brave souls who have foundered in the past, finding that their knowledge of depths and
distances was as nothing when set against the capriciousness of the Reef
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CDXC Annual Dinner 23rd March 2002
Menu

Starter
Gateau of fragrant melon with sorbet of the day presented on a mango
coulis

Main Course
Lamb shank studded with garlic & rosemary braised till tender served
casselout offlagolet, butter & cannelini beans knapped with lamb jus

Goats cheese coated in a polenta crumb, deep fried and served on
sauteed baby spinach leaves in a savoury tartlet on a leaf salad with red
peppers and basil oil
(Vegetarian Option)

Dessert
A tuille basket filled with white chocolate parfait knapped with black
cherries macerated in kirsch
Freshly brewed Coffee or Tea
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dropped.

had been right, that 10m would not be so
good on the second day although as it turned
out, this fear was unfounded.

It wasn't until 1500 when I settled on a nice
spot low on 10m between W4MYA and a
very clicky WOAIH that I managed to get a

80m didn't seem particularly good so I
pushed things along on 40 until 0100 when I
thought I would try Topband again. I set up
on 1.834 and the first five to call me were
all mulls. I clearly had a packet pileup going
and was really starting to enjoy things, with
all tiredness gone, when all of a sudden the
callers stopped.

good run going. When VE9HX called for a
mult I managed to move him to 15 and the
same with KJOM in South Dakota.
10m was still open when I left it at 1810,
and this was probably the right decision
because the rate increased when I set up
shop on 15m, and I had a couple of stations
call that I moved to 20m for mults. Pretty
soon I had a problem whereby received
signals were ok for a second or two after
transmitting but then reduced in strength by
60dB or so. This was only happening on
15m and by using the other rig I could tell
the problem was not in the shack. I initially
suspected the relays in one or other antenna
switch at the base of the tower but it turned
out to be a bad coaxial T connector. After
struggling to hear, sometimes by switching
to the 40m antenna for receive, 15m failed
on transmit as well. I have stubs on each of
the feeders and it looks like I shall have to
examine all the connectors, I know that
some T connectors are not up to prolonged
use outdoors. Sorting out this problem kept
me away from 15m for 20 minutes of prime
time.
Normally the contest ends with a solid run
on 40m, QRM permitting, but this time
having moved to 20m at 2130 1 stayed put
for the remaining two and a half hours and
put 292 QSOs into the log during that time.

It took me a minute or two of calling and
CQing before 1 realised there was no RF
coming out of the Dentron amplifier. I was
still driving the amplifier and the tubes were
drawing anode current but nothing was
coming out. I had not realised anything was
wrong on receive because I had been using
the 290ft beverage put into the field at the
back just for this contest.
My guess was that there was a problem with
the output relay and sure enough when I
opened up the case I could see a wire had
come adrift from the changeover relay. It
was simple to resolder this but I lost 18
minutes of prime time on topband and who
knows how many multipliers.
The rest of the night was spent rotating
between the three LF bands but by 0600
Topband died, unusually early, and 80m
was not very productive either. This
confirmed my feeling that there was some
sort of disturbance, and by 0730 I was
finding things difficult on 40m as well so I
went to bed for four hours solid sleep. When
I got back in front of the radios at 1230 I
was surprised to hear 20, 15 and 10 all full
of signals just like on Saturday, and this
time I definitely felt I should not have slept
for so long.

Final score was 3.12m from 3531 QSOs
and 295 multipliers, which looks good but
F6ARC operating TM5C has another 150
QSOs and 10 mults, so it looks like the
couple of technical problems and sleeping
for a bit too long have left me a little off the
pace. However, it was a great experience to
have all six bands in such good shape during
the contest.

I always find it really good practice to do
some search and pounce and see what rate
can be achieved, and although I already had
over 700 10m QSOs in the log from
Saturday I managed to scan the band to
pickup needed QSOs, and even one mult, at
a rate of about 90 but when I tried settling
on a run frequency on 15 or 10m, the rate

Dave G4BUO
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and VE6 seem to be the only things on the
band but this year I was able to knock off 30
quick QSOs on 20 and even, amazingly,
three QSOs on 15m. VE6JY often comes in
at this time of day but it was exciting to be
able to work W4MYA and K9JS as well,
however this wasn't looking very productive
and my tiredness meant that sleep was the
best option.

entry afterwards.
I last entered single-op all-band in 1997, and
the log shows that I made no QSOs at all on
28MHz. The following three years I had
great fun organising a multi/2 entry from my
home QTH, being joined by Justin G4TSH
and Maury W3EF (GOUHK). A serious
multi/2 entry is just about do-able with three
operators, but of course my team was
unavailable last year because the other two
were in D68, where they set the African
multi/2 record.

I slept for just over two hours, my theory is
that even if you restart at 12 o'clock it is
only 7am on the US east coast and only
serious contesters will be on the bands.
However, when I resumed at 12.15 both
15m and 10m were very busy, undoubtedly
due to the good conditions, and I really
should have been on the bands an hour
earlier.

So, after a few thoughts this year of the
team operating from somewhere different, it
ended up with Justin operating single band
10m from GOIVZ's QTH, while Maury put
up some temporary antennas at his new
home in Maryland and experienced the
contest from the other side of the pond.

1 always seem to find 10m hard work early
in the session, but in view of the conditions
I thought I had better stay and hang on to a
frequency. I managed to keep the rate up by
calling some of the snappier stations on 15m
on the second radio, and then about 13.30
things started to get going on 10m with
some decent rates.

I decided to go back to SOAB, and I got an
inkling that we were in for good conditions
when, at the start, 20m was still wide open.
Deciding that it was better to start on 20
than fight for a frequency on 40, I was
rewarded with three hours over 100 QSOs,
before I felt the need to go to LF. I went
straight to 80m and had the best clock hour
of the contest, 147 QSOs split between 20
and 80.

I'm not one to change bands at specific
times but I note that I came off 10m at
precisely 18.30. The rate was slowing and
having reached 54 mults I felt it was
important to build some volume, and get
some mutts, on 15. During the higher rate
times on 10m I had not felt able to use the
second radio to look for mults, nor had I
tried moving anyone.

With the second receiver I was able to check
160m from time to time and I picked up first
W3LPL and then a few other of the major
stations, but Topband signals weren't
sounding very good and despite CQing just
before dawn I ended the first night with the
worryingly low total of six topband QSOs in
the log.

At the back of my mind there was also the
thought that conditions as good as this
sometimes precede a storm or other
disturbance, so I wanted to make sure day
one finished with volume on all three HF
bands.

I also felt the penalty of not having prepared
properly before the contest by getting plenty
of sleep, and 1 found that I was not as alert
as I needed to be just before dawn, when it
is critical to judge whether to be on 80m or
40m to get the vital W7 and WO multipliers.
As normal when entering single operator, I
had decided that when things fizzled out on
40m, which turned out to be around 08.50, I
would pick up a few easy ones on 20m and
then get some sleep. Often at this time W6

Pile up Behavior!
-

(reproduced from The Daily DX — W3UR)

Over the last few months the behavior in the DX pileups has been atrocious. I would just like to
remind everyone to please pay attention to the DX stations requests. He is ultimately responsible
for how the pileup is run, however you the DXer have a part in all of this.
If the DX station wants to work "Europe only" that is his prerogative. When the DX station says
"Victor Papa" only Victor Papa should come back. If your call does not have Victor Papa in it
then you should be listening. Those who can't hear the DX station should not be calling!
When someone is transmitting on top of the DX station please do not jump on that frequency
and be a policeman. That only adds to the confusion. They will eventually figure it out. No
matter how hard it is to resist do not talk on the DX stations transmit frequency. They may ask
"Who is the DX station" or "What is the QSL manager". Pay no attention to them. They will
eventually go away. Don't blow it for another station by talking on top of the DX station.
We've had a lot of rare locations on the air in the first two months and more are coming. I know
most of you who read this are following the operator's instructions. My guess is the ones who
are out of line are those who are uninformed!
Several of the US DX editors have joined forces to address this problem both in the DX
bulletins and in the DX columns in the national magazines. I would ask that all DX Club editors
do the same. Over the next few weeks you'll start to see a theme running through many of the
DX pubs. I would ask each club to go over the basics of working DX at their next meeting. If we
don't educate our audience (DXers) this kind of behavior is only going to continue to get worse.
Articles in your club newsletter and on your club reflectors will also help to give awareness to
this growing trend. If we don't stand up and say something this will only be the normal operating
procedure in the future. For more information about working pileups I can highly recommend
the following books or booklets: For those wishing to work the DX (DXers) try "The DXCC
Companion", by Jim Kearman, KRIS, "DX Power - Effective Techniques For Radio Amateurs",
by Eugene B. Tilton, K5RSG, or "The Amateur Radio DX Reference Guide DXing 101X", by
Rodney R. Dinkins, AC6V. For the DXpeditioners (running a DXpedition) try "DXpeditioning
Basics", by Wayne Mills, N7NG, and "DXpeditioning Behind The Scenes", by Neville Cheadle,
G3NUG, and Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG.
The bottom line is we need to do two things. First is to LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN. Last and
just as imported is the Golden Rule. No not the one that says "he who has the gold rules!" The
Golden Rule is "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you". The DXers Golden Rule
is "Do unto DXers as you would have them do unto you". Or in other words DXers need to treat
other DXers only in ways that DXers are willing to be treated in the same exact situation.
73 de Bernie, W3UR

15m rates didn't start to drop until about
2230, so after a short break I did an hour on
20m and then hit Topband, bagging another
4 multipliers in 5 QSOs. It was clear that LF
conditions were going to be better on the
second night, corresponding with worse
conditions on 20m and this made me think I
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POSTBAG
From Roger G3LQP: Hi Don Hope all is
well with you. Just a short note to let you
know that I have at last worked Zone31 on
80m to complete my 5BandWAZ. Yesterday
the 18th, I worked KH6ND on CW dead on
our sunrise, with readable signals. Now
awaiting the QSL.

(i3SXW, G3TXF and tell it not in Garth,
even G3WGV and G3XTT! - so it should be
possible to get a session put together.

Best 73 de Roger G3LQP

(see also the HF Committee's call for
papers which appears elsewhere in this
Digest. Any volunteers? — ed.)

Contest operating is slightly different, and
maybe a session on that could be useful too.
73 Peter G3RZP

(I know that Roger has been chasing this
one for a long time, so hearty
congratulations are in order. It reminds me
that we haven't had mention of SBWAZ for
some years now — at one time we were
closely following the progress of those
members who were within spitting distance
of achieving this tough award. Perhaps one
of you out there would like to compile a list
of members who have now qualified? — ed.)

From Bill G4CWA/T88BA (sent to
G3NUG): Neville, Just to let you know
that I expect to have a Kenwood TS5OS in
the next few weeks from Australia and have
now erected a so called Carolina Windom in
order to get on several bands without an
ATU as the capacitors are just not available
over here and cost too much to mail over
from the UK or US. I shall shortly be going
to the Philippines (9 February) on business
and will try and see what can be found over
there as I would like to have a balanced
ATU to try various antennas rather than go
down the balun route. Have been helping
the T88SI expedition to Sonsorol. If anyone
wants a licence just e-mail me and I can email an application form together with all
the details. The UK amateur concerned with
this crowd did everything by e-mail and has
his licence free! My QSL manager is Sam
G4OHX (QTHR). I issue all radio licenses
here in Palau and can help anyone at no cost
whatsoever.

From Mike G3IGW (to G3LAS): Just a note
to say that I am diametrically opposed to
any support at all, financial or otherwise, in
respect of IOTA by CDXC. You did ask!
Whether we like it or not - I do - most
DXing on the 9 HF bands is governed by
ARRL DXCC and CQ Zone programmes.
Add the quest for 50 USA states and
minority interests such as USA counties me - and the average DXer has enough to go
for without adding the open-ended IOTA
programme. Too much and too diluting.
73, Mike, G3IGW

73 Bill T88BA / G4CWA

From Peter G3RZP: I thoroughly agree with
the letter from John, G3WGV, in the last
CDXC News. I have never understood why
people will call the DX station when he's
transmitting - I know it is easy to get 'out of
sync', but some people just keep calling and
never seem to listen.

From Phil G3SWH: Hi Don, I am very sorry
to tell you that we have had to abandon our
trip to Midway as the airline which flies
between Hawaii and Midway has cancelled
the flights. Also the company which
operates the hotel on the island is running
down the operation. You cannot begin to
understand how disappointed we all are.

Maybe it's time for a presentation on
operating techniques at the HF Convention.
We have enough good or even outstanding
DX operators in the UK - people like

Name of Licensee: E N Cheadle (G3NUG)
the ("Licensee")
Name of Club: Chiltem Club (CDXC)

LIST OF RECOGNISED CONTESTS
• ARRL DX CW
• ARRL DX SSB
• ARRL 1.8 MHz DX CW only
• ARRL 28 MHz Multimode
• CQ WPX CW
• CQ WPX RTTY
• CQ WPX SSB
• CQ World Wide CW
• CQ World Wide RTTY
• CQ World Wide SSB
• CQ World Wide 160 CW
• CQ World Wide 160 SSB
• IARU Championship Multimode
• IOTA Multimode
• WAE DX CW
• WAE DX RTTY
• WAE DX SSB
• ARRL RTTY Roundup
• BARTG RTTY
• IARU 50 MHz Trophy Multimode
• IARU 144 MHz Trophy Multimode
• IARU 432 MHz to 248 GHz Multimode
• March 144 and 432 MHz
• May 432 MHz to 248 GHz Contest
• November Marconi Memorial 144 MHz

Club Call Sign: MOCDX
Main Station Address of Club:
Further Felden
Longcroft Lane
Felden
Hemel Hempstead
HP3) OBN
Contest Call Sign: MOC
The Secretary of State gives notice,
pursuant to section 1(4) of the Wireless
Telegraphy Act 1949, to the Licensee of
variation of the club call sign listed in the
Validation Document subject to the terms
and conditions below.
Terms and Conditions
I. The contest call sign may only be used
for the contests specified at Annex A and at
no other times.
2. The contest call sign may only be used
during 2002, 2003 and 2004. The club must
re-apply to the Radio Society of Great
Britain HF Contest Committee for call signs
in subsequent years.
3. When operating in a contest, the Licensee
must give seven days written notice of the
location (National Grid Reference) and
period of operation to the Manager of the
Radio Investigation Service office in whose
region the operation is to take place.
4. Only members of the club may use the
call sign, subject to the above conditions.
Holders of class B Licences may only
operate if supervised by a class A licence
holder.
5. A separate log must be kept in respect of
this call sign.
6. The appropriate regional secondary
locator (if any) should be used. For
guidance see Note (w), to the Terms,
Provisions and Limitations Booklet, BR68.
7. The contest call sign may not be used
outside the UK

Plenty of opportunity to air that call so go
to it...And now a bit of recent news from
Dave
ARRL DX CW 2002
by Dave G4BUO
(g4bu o @co m puserve.com )
The ARRL DX CW Contest has long been
one of my favourite events of the year.
In general the Ws are good operators, and
you can do the entire contest without a
rotator.
This was a great advantage at University
when we managed to hoist a tribander up a
flagpole on top of a tall building, fed it with
TV coax and ran an FTDX400 barefoot.
G3OUR/A had the most amazing pileups,
the main problem in those days was the
immense chore of writing up and duping the

73 Phil Whitchurch G3SWH
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clear that 10m carried much of the traffic
over the contest weekend, and I might have
been better to select that band, but you can
never be sure how the propagation will play.
Whatever happens, I will at least have set a
new GJ record! And the joy of going off to
somewhere reasonably rare like GJ is that
you will also make a lot of other entrants
happy, both by handing out the multiplier
and, for some, an all-time new bandcountry. Quite apart from which, it's good
fun! My thanks to Dennis GJ3YHU for his
hospitality, to my son for his labouring
efforts, and to CDXC for use of the contest
callsign.

the vertical was at ground level and some
way away.
I spent much of the Saturday running,
hoping that the multipliers would call me, as
I didn't want to break off from the good
rates I was getting. Just occasionally I
would slip off and have a quick search-andpounce session across the band.
Rates were good, and I felt comfortable with
the first day's results, with over 2000 QSOs
in the log after the first 24 hours. The
antenna and location were also working
well. I think I only failed with one
multiplier I called, and that was a Caribbean
station that was obviously beaming
stateside. It looked as though some serious
record-breaking could be on the cards.

Thanks Don great score and great
article...and now have you ever fancied
using a short, snappy 1x1 call in a major
contest...well here's your chance with
MOC, the CDXC Contest Callsign...here's
the why's and wherefores...

AURORA
In the event, of course, life wasn't like that.
There was some sort of solar disturbance
that meant the bands were nowhere as good
on the Sunday, and I made less than 800
QSOs the second day. The rates just weren't
there, although I had some nice sessions
working multipliers. A series of CQ calls to
the Far East in the afternoon, for example,
while most Europeans were beaming
stateside, netted me calls from XX9AU,
9M6A, XU7ABZ, HSICKC, A50A and
T88CC, some of them double mults. I ended
with some strange gaps in my log in terms
of zones and countries and, indeed, the only
zone 38 I worked in the whole contest was
ZD9IR! My last mult was 9G5KW, at 2310.
I rather suspect, and this is also the view of
others, that country totals were a little down
on usual as a result of September I 1th,
which had caused some potential contest
expeditioners to stay at home.

MOC — Chiltern DX Club Contest Call
The following shows the conditions which
apply to the MOC special contest call. Apart
from complying with the conditions set out
in the MEC licence we ask members using
this call to:
1. Process all QSL cards received.
2. Show the CDXC logo on the card.
3. Send G3NUG a copy of the log in TXT
format by e-mail ASAP after the contest.
(g3nug(cDbtintemet.com )

4. Forward, if possible, a sample of the QSL
card, for the CDXC archives.
***Important***
Neville G3NUG deals with all requests to
use this special call.

RESULTS
I ended the contest with a claimed score of
1.127m from 2784 QSOs, 35 zones and 141
countries. This would have been a new
British Isles record, but I believe GIOKOW
was also single-band 15, and Robert will
almost certainly be ahead of me, with his
stacked Yagis and well-engineered
permanent installation. In retrospect, it is

NOTICE OF VARIATION
AUTHORISING THE USE OF CONTEST
CALL SIGNS BY AMATEUR RADIO
CLUBS
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world, as I can neither work the 'rare ones'
for DXCC whilst afloat, nor enjoy reading
the Digest and attend social do's etc. Never
the less, as a past President, I have decided
to keep the link going for at least another
year.

From Mark, MODXR: The 'Crystal Clear
DX Group' is planning a DXpedition to the
Maldives in late July 2002. The team leader
is Mark Haynes, MODXR (age 18), and the
majority of the other team members are of
the younger generation. These include
Robert, MOTTT; Fabian, DJ1YFK; Tony,
EA2AIJ; and Ryan, K3XC. Expedition
objectives include generating awareness to
the younger generation of radio amateurs
and promoting DXing and DXpeditioning
for this age group. The reserved callsign
8Q7ZZ will be used for the three-station,
10-day operation. The team plans to make
around 30,000 QSOs. They are currently
seeking sponsors - please contact Mark,
MODXR, on tel: 01279 430609, or e-mail
mOdxr@qsl.net The expedition web site is
www.8q7zz.com

Retirement is decidedly enjoyable aboard
Crusader. The voyage so far has covered
20,000 nms in the past 19 months, and right
now I am in the Bahamas headed for Cuba,
Belize, Guatemala, The San Blas Islands
and Panama. Then it's to Ducie Island
(maybe joking), and across the Pacific to
NZ.
I do keep a daily sked on 21315 at 1700
UTC, so please call in if you are around. I
believe that Crusader has a better than
average signal, which I am sure you will be
able to hear!
I also keep a website of the voyage. It's
www.bayc.org.uk/crusader

From Ian, G4LJF (to G3NUG): Hello
Neville, Thanks for the e-mail. I have
organised a renewal cheque to be sent,
though I am not sure why I am a member
anymore during this 6 year sail around the

73 to all, Ian G4LJF

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. — ed.)

Frankford Radio Club Award

which can be read by a variety of
spreadsheet programs.

2002 marks the 75th anniversary of the
Frankford Radio Club. To commemorate the
occasion, the FRC is making available an
award to anyone who contacts 75 or more
FRC members in contests during 2002. The
award is also available to SWLs.

The award is free to DX stations and an
SASE for domestic stations. Also, an FRC
tee shirt is available instead of the award for
a fee of $22.00.
Also, during the 2002 Pennsylvania QSO
Party, the FRC will serve as the "Bonus
Point Station". The call used will be
W3FRC. All contacts with W3FRC during
the PAQP are worth 200 bonus points in the
contest. A special, limited edition of the
classic FRC QSL card will be used to
confirm QSOs for this operation. QSLs will

QSLs are not required. For more
information on this award, please check the
FRC web site:
http://www.frc-contest.org/anniva.htm
On the web site you will find a roster of
active FRC members that can be
downloaded. The file is in .DIF format
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LA-DX-Group Annual DX Meeting
2002

go via the bureau to all DX stations.
Domestic QSLs will need to send an SASE.
The operation will be on 160 meters through
2 meters from the QTH of Bill - K3ANS.

LA-DX Group's annual meeting will be held
on April 13-14 2002 Place: Haraldvangen
(30 min. drive from Oslo Airport,
Gardermoen)

Hope to sec lots of you on this weekend.
Have a great 2002 contest year and good
luck to all.

Starting time : 1300 hours April 13 Ending
time : Approx 1500 hrs. April 14

73s - John - K3ZV

The preliminary program is as follows :
IARU HF Championship Records

•

Presentation from various DXpeditions
by :

•

G3SXW, Roger

•

S9LA, by one of the boys

•

3B8/LA7MFA, Lech tells about his trip
to Mauritius

http://www.arrl.org/contests/records/iaru.ht
ml

•

OJO/LA's, LA6YEA, Navn tells about
their trip to Market Reef 2001

errors
to
report
any
Please
k5ka@earthlink.net and I will make
necessary corrections. You might note that
many zones offer opportunities to set new
records in the 2002 event. This will also
coincide with WRTC 2002 so activity
should be high.

•

DXCC QSL CHECKING by SM5DQC,
Osten

The all-time records for the IARU HF
Championship have now been updated to
include the 2001 results. The ARRL has
generously posted the records at the
following URL:

Haraldvangen where the meeting is held, is
a nice conference centre where lodging is
available at a decent rate. During the
meeting we will of course have food and
drinks and social arrangement(s).

73, Ken in Oklahoma

Details will be updated regularly at our web
site : www.qsl.net/ladxg

international DX Convention

73 de LA-DX-GROUP

(April 26-28th, Visalia, CA). The
International DX Convention, sponsored by
the Southern California DX Club, will be
held at the Holiday Inn Plaza, 9000 W
Airport Dr. Features include DX
forums/programs, vendors, Saturday
banquet and Sunday breakfast with major
DXpedition speakers. Admission is 60 USD
in advance, 65 USD at the door. For more
information, see the Web page at:
littp://www.osl.net/visalia2002 Or contact
Don Bostrom, N6IC, 4447 Atoll Ave.,
Sherman Oaks, CA 91432; 818/784-2590;
E-mail: n6ic@arrl.net

Award Directory
The 2002 edition of the renowned "K1BV
DX Awards Directory" will soon be ready
and access will be available via Internet. For
full information please visit
http://www.dxawards.com/2002edition.htm

hamawards.com
new
http://www.hamawards.com/
is
website, currently under development,
which should be launched around 3
February by A.J. Farmer, KB3HGY. The
idea is to create a centralised index of
awards available to amateur radio operators.

le

solar
weekend was
for possible
disturbances, I decided that 15m might be a
better bet than 10m. Looking at the various
British Isles records for the contests, the
15m record also looked eminently beatable,
whereas the 10m one would have been a
somewhat tougher proposition.

Fortunately the wind, by GJ standards,
wasn't too strong, and the job was
accomplished without too much difficulty. I
well remember taking down the TH5 after
my 1990 trip — the wind was so strong and
the roof so slippery from rain, that I had to
tie myself to the parapet to avoid being
blown sideways across the roof.

EQUIPMENT

Station set-up was, of course, trivial. I had
also decided to use a 15m Dunestar filter
between rig and linear and a GOOPB 1 5m
low-pass filter on the output of the linear, to
minimise possible EMC problems. With no
band-switching to do, there was zero risk of
blowing up the filters, always a possibility
in multiband efforts.

Choice of equipment and antennas was
pretty straightforward. I would take my FT1000D and Alpha 89 (expeditions are easy
when you just load up the car and take a
ferry), and borrow the D68C Force-12 4element Yagi. I would also need to take a
rotator, which meant dismantling my 6m
antenna installation at home, but at least
there was a tower awaiting me in Jersey,
albeit in a horizontal position! Finally, my
laptop with the latest version of CT, having
upgraded the software at Dayton earlier in
the year.

THE CONTEST
In the event, Dennis had decided he
probably wouldn't do much, if any,
operating, so I would be on my own for
much of the time, although Dennis dropped
by occasionally to see how things were
going, and Edward also came by from time
to time to ensure that I was fed and watered.
Other than that, he was off sightseeing, with
a local guide by way of Dennis's son
Stephen who was also celebrating his 18th
birthday over the contest weekend.

Choice of call was easy. In the past I had
tended to use the Cambridge University
Wireless Society call (GJ6UW), but the
Society is currently experiencing a
resurgence of interest, so I thought it best
not to borrow their call for the weekend in
case it was needed in Cambridge. Instead I
decided to fly the CDXC flag with M.10C.

Saturday started with a bang, with a bunch
of Caribbean multipliers to be had during
the first hours of the contest. The band then
closed for a couple of hours, but re-opened
shortly before 0600 and I was soon running
at well over 100 an hour, albeit mainly to
Europe, with the occasional DX such as ZL
and KL7. Disappointingly, JA stations
seemed few and far between. North America
started coming through late morning and for
a few hours the problem was whether to
beam JA or W. This is where a second Yagi
would undoubtedly have been useful! I had
actually put up a quarter-wave vertical, run
to the second receiver on the FT-1000D, in
the hope that it would be useful as a
multiplier-spotting antenna but, in the event,
I could hear rather better on the beam, even
off its sides. This was presumably because
the beam was at 60ft or so, on top of the
building, with a short run of co-ax, whereas

SET UP
Perhaps the best piece of news was when
my son, Edward, decided to join me. He had
never been to Jersey and fancied a short
break. This meant I would have help in setup and with logistics generally. Edward had
also just acquired a shiny new car, which he
was keen to use, though I'm not sure he was
too happy with an Alpha 89 putting
indentations in his fancy upholstery! Travel
to Jersey meant an 0430 start, to catch the
Sea-Cat from Weymouth at 0730, arriving
Jersey around midday. We travelled on the
Thursday, to allow a day and half for set-up.
With Edward and Dennis to help, it was
relatively easy to manhandle the 20ft steel
mast into a vertical position on the roof of
the main building at the TV station, and then
it was a case of donning my climbing belt
and setting up the beam and rotator.
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complete with our gear, thankfully intact.)

Many thanks Brian and gang and do have a
look at their great Web site for pictures of
the Contest and their guest op Murphy...and
now something from our hard working
editors pen...

We are still on a steep learning curve as a
contest group and we have a lot of work to
do, but we can only get better. We had
better antennas this year for 10, 15 and 20m,
but our 80 metre antenna still lets us down.
The rotator problems really caught us out
this year, but that will not happen again.
We need to try and get "vertical" on top
band, I will have a go at making a "Battle
Creek Special" and rename it as a "GMOB"
Special, and hope that it stays up !

MJOC, SINGLE-BAND 15M in CQWW
2001 Phone by Don G3XTT
My links with Jersey go back to 1982, when
a group of us made a modest DXpedition
there for the 50th anniversary of the
Cambridge University Wireless Society.
Our host was Dennis GJ3YHU, who had
arranged for us to operate from his work
QTH, the TV station at Fremont Point on
the north coast of the island, a superb
location atop a 350ft cliff, with a clear
seawater take-off from W through to JA
(and actual views of three DXCC countries
— GI, GU and F). His employers even
sponsored the QSL cards!

Although we had a lot of problems we had a
lot of fun and that is what it is all about, its'
a hobby after all. Having got home we
received an e-mail from Mark thanking us
for letting him join our group, he said that
he had a great time, in spite of the toothache
and that he had never worked with a group
of individuals before who had put in so
much work, individually and collectively for
the good of a team. Basically that sums us
up, we will put the work in regardless of the
problems, I am sure that Murphy will visit
again next year and if he does we will once
again sort him out.

Our link with Dennis led to further
operations, including multi-single efforts in
CQWW Phone in 1983, 1985 and 1989 and
an ARRL CW effort (G3WGV, GJ3YHU
and myself) in 1993. In 1990 I made a
single-op all-band effort in CQWW CW.
Over the weekend of the 1985 contest
Martin G3ZAY and I also used Jersey as our
starting point for the first IOTA expedition
to Les Minquiers, a reef between Jersey and
France.

We would really like to thank everyone who
helped us, but a special thanks goes to Eddie
GM4XLU who donated gear for the bring
and buy sale which ultimately made a lot of
money for our equipment and also for the
loan of his linear. Thanks also to Alex
GMOLYM for the loan of his FL7000 linear
and thanks to the members of Mid Lanark
Amateur Radio Society for their generous
financial contributions and loan of club
equipment. Finally a special thanks to Brian
and Tina at the Dunnet Head tearooms for
letting us take over their home and for
letting us come back next year (We Hope?)

My last trip to Jersey was in November
2000, a sad one as it was to attend the
funeral of Dennis's XYL, Sandra, who had
been a wonderful hostess to us on each and
every one of our visits.
Dennis invited me over for the 2001
CQWW Phone, with the thought that each
us might do a single-band entry in the
contest. I was happy with this, as singleband requires less effort in terms of set-up
and testing than does a multi-band (in 1990
I got no sleep between getting off the ferry
at 0600 on the Friday and finishing
dismantling the station around 0100 on the
Monday). As conditions had been somewhat
variable, and the prognosis for the contest

Thanks to everyone who gave us a call,
please work us again next year, the QSL
cards will be processed in the new year and
posted as quickly as possible.
Please have a look at our web site.
www.qsl.net/inm0bhx/gmOb/new-page1 index.htm
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S.Sandwich/S.Georgia DXpedition
QSL DB:

The 2002 South Sandwich - South Georgia
DXpedition is now officially over, and all
operators are back home safe and sound.
The DXpedition achieved all its goals, and
results were absolutely outstanding.

Boye Christensen, OZ7C has updated his
QSL DBase (which now contains 297,707
unique records) for Packet Cluster. You can
download oz7c0201.exe at
http://www.qsl.net/oz7c/qs1

For those that may be interested, here are
some facts:
1. The expedition made 70,428 QSOs in
total using SSB, CW and RTTY.

Diamond News

Edited by Egidio Settimio, IZ8BRI, this
bulletin includes information about amateur
radio operation from Antarctica as well as
about the WABA & WASA award
programmes and the Diamond DX Club's
activities. The bulletin is available on the
club's web site (http://www.ddxc.org/);
those interested in receiving it by e-mail can
subscribe at diamond_dx_clubsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
(English
version)
or
diamond_dx_club_italiasubscribe@yahoogroups.com
(Italian
version).

2. On-air time was 80 hours at VP8THU,
and 7 days, 10 hours at VP8GEO.
3. Operators were El5IQ, EI6FR, HB9ASZ,
KOIR, K4UEE, K5TR, N5KO, PA3FQA,
VE3EJ, W3WL, W7EW and 9VIYC.
4. At Southern Thule Island, South
Sandwich, VP8THU (59'27" S, 27'25"W)
station location was at the Hewison Point
Peninsula. Stations consisted of four
Kenwood TS50's and Force 12 vertical
dipoles (single element only - not dual) for
each band 10m-20m. The lower bands of
30m and 40m were simple 1/4 wave
verticals with two elevated radials each.
There was no 80m or 160m operation, and
we had no amplifiers. Power for radios and
heat was provided by six tiny Honda 1 kW
generators - model EUIOi, and logging was
by four old Dell Pentium 133 laptops.

RSGB Morse Test Service, 16th
Anniversary Weekend.

On 11/12th May County Morse Test teams
will be active, using the GBO prefix
followed by three-letter county code (e.g.
GBOLDN for London) for ease of
identification. The Chief and Deputy Chief
examiners will use GBOCW and GBOMTS
respectively. There will be a minimum of 27
stations active, and a certificate will be
available to anyone working at least 10 of
them. The cost is £2.50 (cheque or PO,
made out to RSGB), $5 or 6IRCs.
Applications should go to Chief Morse
Examiner, David Waterworth G4HNF, 116
Reading Road, Woodley, Reading, Berks,
RG5 3AD. The application should be in the
form of an extract from your log. Activity
will be mainly on 40 and 80m, and this is
intended to be a friendly opportunity to
work the various test centres, rather than a
competitive event.

5. Weather at South Sandwich was as
expected, with high wind, snow, rain and
temperatures hovering around 0 deg C all
the time. Access to the island was rather
dramatic and was accomplished by jumping
one by one from a heaving Zodiac onto a
slippery, penguin-covered rockface. This
was followed by a steep, and rather
dangerous 40 foot climb up a cliff. A human
chain then ferried all equipment up the cliffface to the peninsula summit. Departure 4
days later was the reverse, and was
accomplished by jumping (one by one) off
the cliff face into the zodiac during a 55knot snowstorm and an 8-foot swell.
'Terrifying' is the best word to describe our
departure.
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all the DXers at home who made the extra
effort to work us.

6. At South Georgia, VP8GEO (54'10"S,
36'45"W) we were active for exactly 7 days
and 10 hours using six Kenwood TS50's
stations and the same single element vertical
antennas. One AL-811 amplifier was
brought ashore to provide 400w on 80m and
160m, but all other bands were at 100w.
Station location was at Husvik Bay where
we were assigned the manager's house at the
old whaling station. As planned, a few of
those 7 'active' days were spent off the air
enjoying the island and hiking through some
of the most beautiful Antarctic scenery on
Earth. The return voyage from South
Georgia to the Falklands was rough and
unpleasant, with 25 foot seas and a very
'green' team of DXpeditioners.

73 James, 9VIYC

(A full write-up will appear in the next
Digest and two videos will be available in
due course — ed.).
Silent Key.
(from OPDX Bulletin) It has been reported
that Jean Claude, TR8XX, F2XX, became a
silent key on February 11th. He had been an
avid DXer for a long time both in France
(F2XX) and Gabon (TR8XX). Many DXers
worked Jean on CW from several of his
African DXpeditions. OPDX and its readers
would like to send out our deepest sympathy
to his family and friends.

7. QSL routes are as follows:
VP8THU is via VE3XN
VP8GEO is via VE3GCO

Most Wanted

Logs are with the manager, QSLs have
already been printed, and cards are now
rolling out. At this time we do not have a
website or an on-line log check.

The results of several "Most Wanted"
surveys have been published recently.
Firstly, those from The DX Magazine and
425 DX News. Both are similar, though the
former probably reflects a greater response
from US operators, while the latter has a
stronger European flavour. The "top ten"
from each list is as follows: DX Magazine 1. P5 North Korea; 2. BS7 Scarborough
Reef; 3. VU4 Andaman; 4. VU7 Laccadive
Is; 5. 70 Yemen; 6. VP8/S South Sandwich;
7. VA Afghanistan; 8. FR/J Juan De Nova;
9. 3Y/P Peter I Island; 10. VP8/G South
Georgia; 425 DX News - 1. VP6D Ducie
Island; 2. P5 North Korea; 3. VU4
Andaman; 4. BS7 Scarborough Reef; 5.
VU7 Laccadive Is; 6. VP8/S South
Sandwich; 7. 70 Yemen; 8. 3Y/P Peter I
Island; 9. FR/J Juan De Nova; 10. KP5
Desecheo Island. The recent South
Sandwich and South Georgia operations
should make a difference, and Afghanistan
is currently seeing daily activity. Ducie and
South Korea also ought to see a drop in the
near future. Which means that Scarborough
Reef, the Andamans and the Laccadives will
be heading for the top of both lists. In all
three of these the problem is political rather

8. As mentioned in our only press release in
December, this DXpedition was meant to be
a challenge - to both to DXers at home, and
to us. For DXers at home it was a challenge
to work harder and figure out just how to
bust a pileup from such a weak-signal
operation. For us it was an experiment in
low-power lightweight DXpeditioning from
environmentally tough location, and to see
if 'mega-expedition' results could be
achieved with 'micro-light' equipment. Over
70,000 QS0s with all parts of the planet
(and to ALL levels of stations) prove that its
good operators on both sides of a pileup not fancy equipment - that really count.
9. Many thanks to the Northern California
DX Foundation for making this DXpedition
possible. Thanks also to the incredibly
talented crew of the RN Braveheart, whose
skill at handling rough seas and dangerous
landings was simply astounding.
And of course, from all of us on the "MicroLite Penguins DXpedition Team" thanks to
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In addition, Mark GIvIOWIB
speak.
suffered from raging toothache and
subsequently had two teeth removed on the
Tuesday after the contest ( He was very
disappointed that the tooth fairy did not
leave an FT-1000MP Mk V and an Alpha
Linear which he had hoped for. )

whilst I lifted the stub mast complete with 3
element beam, letting John pull out the
rotator, fix it to a rope and lower it to the
team at ground level. The spare rotator was
attached to the rope, pulled up and installed
in the reverse order.
As it was now dark we hoped that
everything would work, as hanging on a
tower and working in the dark is not much
fun. In fact John mentioned whilst we were
working at high level, that if he was at his
place of employment he would not have
been allowed to stay on the tower in the
dark.

On the Monday after the contest it was
"strip down time" and it took us most of the
day to remove all evidence of our visit to
Dunnet Head. In the evening we went out
for dinner to celebrate — I won't say to
celebrate a successful contest, but I will say
another most enjoyable contest with plenty
of satisfaction all round. During the
dinner, we asked ourselves "will we do it
again?", "you bet!" was the resounding
reply and we have already booked with
Brian and Tina for next year so we will be
operating from the same QTH in CQ WW
2002.

The problem with the 15m rotator was never
fully resolved and the rotation of the 15m
beam was limited to 100 degrees. So we
were handicapped on that band for the entire
contest. We learn a valuable lesson which
you would think was obvious — all rotators
must be serviced, tried and tested in advance
of the contest.

Tuesday morning, it was time to head home
and we agreed to go via John o'Groats as
some of the group had not been there before,
so we headed off in that direction to get
photographs taken at the famous "Signpost".
After our photo call we headed homeward
and everything was fine for 15 miles until
Murphy used his "piece de resistance". We
were chatting on 2m when Kenny shouted
"Stop, Stop, Stop", then stony silence.
Toni MMOBBX and I who were driving the
other 2 cars in the convoy, as Mark and
Graham had both left earlier, were about
400 yards ahead, stopped and listened in
anticipation. When Kenny came back on
air he said that the weld on the tow bar had
finally fractured and the trailer was now
sitting on the road. So there we were miles
from anywhere and with no means of
moving the trailer, so Kenny phoned the AA
and they said that they would send out a tow
truck. Approximately an hour later the tow
truck arrived, hitched up our trailer and took
it away to the local yard for later delivery to
our home location. The tow bar was tied up
with a piece of rope and we continued home
a little faster than originally expected. (It
was about ten days later before the trailer
was finally delivered our home location

We went in for dinner and began to prepare
for the start of the contest. We were fired
up and ready to attack the contest, but
without realising it we were quite tired from
the previous couple of days work. Next
year we plan to extend or trip by another
day to give ourselves a little respite before
the contest.
The contest started and we got to work on
the bands that were open, as usual for us the
wind got up during the night and once again
we lost our 80m Vertical to the gales. I had
made it Benbecula proof but not Dunnet
Head proof, so it's back to the drawing
board for this antenna. The rest of the
contest passed mainly without incident. Lain
GMOOQV phoned to say that as his
daughter was back on the road to recovery
and he would return on Monday to help strip
out the gear.
The only other problems during the contest
were medical, Phil GMOLIR, Tom
MMOBHX and Kenny GMIMMK were all
suffering sore throats and hoarseness, in fact
almost until the start of he contest Phil had
lost his voice completely and couldn't
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than the physical difficulty of mounting an
operation, and it may be some years before
any activity takes place. Indeed, Peter 1st
looks like the only one on both lists where
an operation depends more on logistics than
permits (though, even there, environmental
considerations are becoming more and more
of an issue as the years go by). Further
breakdown of the two Most Wanted lists
can be seen on the Web.

Whilst we were working on the 15m tower,
a Tornado fighter plane flew in
exceptionally low from the north and I am
sure that the pilot got quite a fright, as there
would not have been such an extensive array
of antennas there the last time made his low
level run over our cliff. From our position
in the field, due to the angle of approach, the
tornado looked as if it was below the top of
our antennas. (of course it wasn't, or was
it? see the photograph on our web page)

for repair. Mark, Kenny and myself
managed to repair the damage with a glass
fibre sleeve which allowed the rest of the
team raise the antenna back up into position,
this time using a gin pole.
At about 3:00pm lain, GMOOQV received a
phone call from his wife, advising his seven
week old daughter had been taken into
hospital and he would need to return home
(would Murphy ever give us a break?) It
was decided that lain should take the Range
Rover, so he headed off on the seven hour
journey home with our thoughts going with
him. We were now another operator down
and being depressed at the bad news the rest
of the day's work was executed without the
usual banter. Later that day, for a change,
we had a bit of luck, John GM7GKN a
professional antenna rigger/installer phoned
to say that he was on his way up to help out.
John had previously told us that he may be
able visit during the contest depending on
work commitments, so we would be glad of
his assistance. It was now getting dark and
we were both tired and ravenously hungry
as we had worked non-stop from 8:30am in
the morning until 5:00pm without lunch,
snack or even a tea-break. We cleaned up
and went into a Chinese restaurant in
Thurso and spent over £200 filling our
stomachs, and I can vouch that there was
absolutely nothing left on any plate, or in
beer glass.

Then the results of the GDXF (German DX
Foundation) Wanted survey. This is broken
down by mode. The top ten for each mode
are:

"Murphy" struck again Friday morning.
Brian the owner of the B&B came out and
told us, just as we were about to test the
rotators, that the entire village had lost its
power. So there we were working away not
knowing if the power would be returned in
time for the contest and wondering where
we could hire generators at short notice?
The power did, however, came back in mid
afternoon after some sterling work by the
Scottish Hydro Electric Co.
On the return of power we attached the
rotator cable and "Murphy" once more
appeared, none of the beams would turn.
We decided that due to the length of the
rotator cables, voltage drop was the problem
on the 10 & 20m rotators, but we were
unsure of the problem with the 15m beam as
it was closer to the shack. We doubled up
on the runs of control cables to the furthest
away towers and thankfully we got the 10m
beam working, but the 20m rotator would
not work at all. Graham said that the
tower/rotator had not been used for about 18
months. The last time it was used was
during the IOTA contest, when it helped the
group, on Ghigha, to be Number One in the
World.

After dinner it was back to the bed and
breakfast. Before going to bed, Bob
GM4VWV decided to have a quick listen on
the 1 Om band and was announcing an aurora
was in process when I entered shack and
said "Bob, do you want to SEE an aurora ?"
Standing in the back garden of the B&B in
the dark, we had an excellent view of the
aurora, commonly known as the "Northern
Lights" in the sky over the Orkney islands.
A wonder to be seen, never to be forgotten!

It was decided that the 20m rotator would
need to be changed, so John GM7GKN and
I decided to go up the tower and replace it.
Gordon GM7VYR did not believe that it
would be possible to do that job without
taking the tower down, but as I had done the
job before I told him that it would be O.K.
John and I climbed the tower and clipped
on, then proceeded to remove the rotator.
John undid the bolts on the clamp/head unit,

Friday dawned and after breakfast it was
back to work again, as the final coax and
rotator cables had to be run and connected,
the towers to be cranked up, guys tightened.
•4

Interesting to see PYOT and TI9M so high
on the RTTY list. This should have changed
dramatically over the last couple of weeks!

a

For Sale
G3XTT Shack Rationalisation:

Mixed

SSB

CW

RTTY

Ducie

Ducie

Ducie

Ducie

135

P5

135

P5

KH1

BS7

KH1

VKO(M)

KH7K

KH1

KH7

BS7

BS7

KH7

VU4

FT/X

VU4

VU4

VU7

KH3

3YP

ZL8

3YP

PYOT

FT-990AC, all filters. £700.
IC-735 with all filters and internal keyer,
£350.
Icom IC PS-15 20A PSU (matches IC- 735),
£80.
Pye Westminster with xtal for 4m Cluster
access, £40.
K I EA DVP card, with Yaesu leads, £100.
Hal P38 datacomms card, £100.
Morsematic MM-1 keyer, £20.
HAL RTTY-1 rtty tuning unit, unused,
offers?
Oscar 2 CB transceiver, unused, offers?
Sinclair ZX-81, lk RAM, with manual, etc,

VP8(SS)

3YP

VP8(SS)

XF4

offers? (ideal for computer logging — not!)

KH9

CEOX

BS7

70

VP8(SG)

KH9

KH9

VU4

IRCs (selling on behalf of ZS6EZ) — 55p
each.

ZL8

VP8(SS)

FT/X

3C0

CEOX

KP I

TI9

KH1

Antennas:

KP I

VP8(S0) KH3

TI9

VU7

KP5

KP5

Hy-Gain TH-5 £200,
Cushcraft 10-3CD £80,
Cushcraft D-4 rotary dipole, 40-10, £150.
Cushcraft R-5 vertical (20-10), needs new
toroids in match-box, £50.

TI9

VP8(SG) CEOX

3X

G3XTT (contact details as front of Digest)

VK9M

FR/J

VP8(SG)

3YB

VP8(S0)

KH3

ZL8

3YP

KP5

TI9

3YB

FT/W

FR/J

VK9M

VK9M

KH5P

KH3

KH5/P

KP5

KP1

70

(after 17 March, please)

G3SWH still has lots of IRCs and $
available — see previous ads.
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A 3-room dwelling was provided for us.
We discovered afterwards that this was
probably the home of Edwin (61), the oldest
man on the island, who had moved out
especially to provide us with somewhere to
stay. Edwin intrigued us with his young pet
fruit bat that hung from his tee shirt for most
of the time.

decided to unhitch it and let Kenny take the
car in on its own. With the trailer being a
bit nose heavy, it took most of the group
standing its rear to lift it off the tow ball.
Unfortunately when the trailer was
unhitched the Range Rover shot off down
the incline, driverless, and smashed into the
front of Tom's Jeep Grand Cherokee.
"Murphy again", thankfully the damage was
minimal, no damage to the Range Rover and
only a small crack in the number plate of the
Jeep. After this incident we once more
headed off north in convoy, working each
other on VHF and the DX of HF using an
assortment of mobile rigs and whips.

The island is densely covered with coconut
palms, mangroves and other trees. One of
the boatmen climbed a 40 ft coconut palm to
secure one end of my 40m dipole and they
joined two long bamboo poles together to
support the other end. The Italians used
verticals. By lunchtime we were on the air.
Band conditions were very variable and
during the late mornings there were
sometimes no signals to be found on any
band. We called CQ for quite long periods
at this time of the day. Due to the cost of
the boat, which had to wait for us, we only
spent 21/2 days there. The final QSO total
was 3,500 with all continents except
Antarctica.

On arrival at Inverness and after refuelling
with LPG once again, we suggested to
Kenny that he raise the height of his towing
hitch as the bottom of the trailer was just
two inches (50mm) above the ground and
there were some rough roads ahead. So
with gusto and without question Kenny
whipped out his tool kit and started making
the necessary adjustments. During his
labours he quietly mentioned "the weld on
this tow bar looks suspect" We all looked
at each other, said nothing, crossed our
fingers and hoped "Murphy" would stay
away. Kenny finished his alterations and
we went for lunch before setting off on the
final leg of our trip to Dunnet Head.

Sonsorol is a lovely unspoilt island. There
are no snakes, poisonous insects or dogs.
There are mosquitoes but an aerosol mossierepellent spray fixes that. The people are
charming. They were so friendly and
helpful. They cooked all our meals for us,
which consisted of many fish and rice dishes
and coconut crab. We also had pancakes
with tuba syrup (tapped from the tops of
coconut trees). They also ferment this to
make an alcoholic drink.

We finally arrived at our contest site around
4:00 pm and decided to try and get the
towers into position while we had some
daylight left. Kenny was first to drive
through the gate and into the fields with his
heavily laden vehicle and the heaviest of
trailers. However, he immediately ground
to a standstill with wheels spinning, entirely
blocking the entrance into the middle field.
The ground was so waterlogged by the
previous month's rain that the Range Rover
sank right up to it axles. I had to attach a
tow rope to my Isuzu Trooper and tow both
the trailer and the Range Rover back out. (
Kenny was mortified ! ) Fortunately, to
Kenny's delight, the Isuzu Trooper also got
stuck in the mud when circling back out of
the field and Brian Sparks's Kerosene
powered tractor was called upon to pull us

GENERAL TOP ICS
Sonsorol Island T88SI (new IOTA — OC-248)
Derek Cox, G3KHZ (derek.cox@whsmithnet.co.uk)
Who knows about the Republic of Palau, let
alone Sonsorsol, one of its outer islands?
Sonsorol is located at Lat. 5°19'30", Long
132°13'29"E. Or, more simply, right hand
down quite a bit from the Philippines! The
island is about I mile long by 1/2 mile wide
with a population of 35.
I was fortunate in being able to join Maury,
IZ I CRR and Nando, IT9YRE who had
planned the trip as they were looking for a
CW op. We met in Singapore and travelled
together to Koror, the capital of Palau via
Manila. A one-night stay in Manila and
assistance from DU I UGZ, a customs
officer, assured a smooth entry and exit
from the Philippines. We were each
carrying our own radio equipment.
We were greeted on our arrival at Koror by
the Governor of Sonsorol together with the
captain of the yacht we had hired for the
trip. Suitably adorned with traditional
necklaces and crowns of flowers we made
straight for the boat and late in the afternoon
set sail for Sonsorol. The 220 mile trip was
very smooth but we were 36 hours on the
boat so that our arrival coincided with
daybreak on Friday 8th Feb.
A small crowd had gathered on the beach to
meet us. A pair of very hefty Sonsorolese,
looking like pirates, sped towards us in their
boat with outboard motor. In two trips they
got us to shore with all our equipment.
The Sonsorol Islanders have never before
had foreign visitors to stay with them. They
see a supply ship 4 times a year and
occasionally a visit from a doctor from
Koror if there is an emergency. They speak
English and Sonsorolese. There are
probably only two or three hundred people
in the world who speak their local language.
Sonsorolese is written using the English
alphabet.

John, the pirate-looking boatman and his
pals, took us on an island tour for a couple
of hours on Saturday afternoon. Their
fishing expertise was demonstrated using a
weighted net, which they throw from the
water's edge over the fish in the shallows.
Some coconut crabs were also caught.
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both out. We had a quick meeting to
discuss this new development and decided
to leave the heavy trailer on the harder
ground near the field entrance and to take
the lighter mobile mast into the middle field.

Everything went to plan after that and we
placed the two trailer towers and our ten
metre free standing tower in position. It
was quickly getting dark now, so we all
decide that we should stop the outside work
and go in for dinner. After dinner we
decided to sort out the inside operating
positions and set up our laptops for our
logging system. (all thirteen of them, we
only needed six, but better safe than sorry!)
It was not much later that a tired group of
operators decided that it was time for bed, as
we had long busy days ahead.
The following morning we got to work
immediately after breakfast. We had an
area of 600ft2 for our antennas and 1,000m
of coax to ensure good spacing between the
beams. This would eliminate the "breakthrough" we experienced the previous year
(even with band pass filters) which was due
to the close proximity of the beams,
ultimately the result of being short of coax.
We had decided to put the 80m vertical and
the 10m Monobander 200m away from the
shack so tha' was 400m of coax used in the
first two runs !
The antenna farm consisted of a half wave
dipole for top band up about 55ft, a 50ft
vertical for 80m, a 40m Vertical with 4
elevated radials, a 40m Windom up about
50ft, a 3 element 20m Monobander on a 60
ft tower, a 5 element 15m metre
Monobander on a 60ft tower and a 4
element 10m Monobander on a 30ft tower.
(with other dipoles available for back-up).
Everything went fine with the antenna farm
at first, as we got all the beams built and
fixed onto the towers, the 40m Vertical was
raised and we were in the process of putting
our 80m Vertical up when "Murphy" struck
again. The antenna snapped about 10ft
above the base with an almighty crack, so it
was back to the workshop with the antenna
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appreciated the serious discount afforded to
us by ZX-Yagi and plan adding their logo to
both our website and our QSL cards. ) We
also purchased a second-hand HYGAIN 5
element 15m monobander from the Crawley
ARS. In addition, we bought a good 60ft
lattice tower, unfortunately it was affixed to
a rather dilapidated trailer which had neither
wheels or an axle. However, after the
team's hard work renovating our purchase,
it was a work of art, complete with metal
storage boxes, fixed climbing ladder,
antenna transport brackets and few other
niceties. A real custom built contest trailer,
although perhaps a little heavy with all the
extras.

The children were delightful. They ran
around barefoot and spent lots of time in the
sea. They are excellent swimmers. We sat
them in front of our rigs. They practised the
phonetic alphabet pretending to make QSOs
and got as far as ABC with code. Who
knows, maybe one day it might result in an
islander getting his/her licence. We joined
the whole population at the Roman Catholic
Church on Sunday morning. The service
was conducted entirely in Sonsorolese.
They do not have a priest. Several of the
ladies take turns with the readings and
leading the prayers. The schoolteacher
played a guitar and could they sing! The
children especially have such wonderful
voices. It was a moving experience to
witness this service and to look through the
windows and doorway of the church and see
nothing but the jungle with its birds and
butterflies all in brilliant sunshine.

across it, sent an e-mail to Tom MMOBHX
advising he would love to take part in a
multi-multi contest and if there was ever a
place on the team he would wish to be
considered.
We discussed the prospect of allowing two
unknown amateurs to join our group and
decided that as we would be two operators
down, we would offer the these places on a
trial bases. Both were suitably notified —
Mark replied stating he would buy the new
wire ropes needed to renovate our tower and
Graham replied advising he would borrow a
Raynet trailer tower and take it to
Dunnethead. Things were starting to shape
up nicely.

Another improvement, deemed essential by
the group, was that Kenny GM I MMK got a
LPG gas conversion kit fitted to his Range
Rover ( See last year's story about the
12miles to the gallon ) so it would save us a
fortune, and 1 mean a fortune, in fuel costs.

As the contest approached we started to get
everything ready, rigs, coax, amplifiers,
laptops, power supplies, poles, guy lines,
pegs, etc. I had rebuilt our 50ft high
vertical for 80m which had been broken the
previous year by gale force winds on the
Isle of Benbecula and now the "MK II"
version was decidedly Benbecula proof. I
had also made a 40m ground plane with 4
elevated radials to replace the previously
used 40m array. The array was good, but
little too directional and it could not be
easily rotated.

Whilst we were changing our equipment for
the better, unfortunately there was going to
be team changes for the worse. It would be
impossible for Derek GMOEEY, a teacher,
to leave Dunnethead on Sunday night after
the contest and return to Benbecula in time
for school first thing Monday morning, so
he had to drop out. Also, Craig MMOBUL
who is in the R.A.F. and based in Lincoln
thought he may be in either ZD8 or VP8 at
the time of the contest, so we would have to
wait and see. That was worrying as we
would be two good operators down from the
previous year.

The day of our departure had finally arrived
and the group consisting of GMOEGI,
GMOLIR, GMOOQV, GMOXFK,
MMOBHX, GM4VWV, GM7VYR &
GM1MMK left the Stirling area at 8:00am
heading north. We had arranged to meet
Graham GM3RTJ and Mark GMOW1B at
12:00pm in Inverness, as Graham was
coming from the west near Oban and Mark
was coming from the east near Fraserburgh.
We were in convoy and following Kenny
GM I MMK in his newly converted Range
Rover as he was doing a guided tour of all
of the garages in Scotland that sold LPG.
Well it seemed like all of the garages ! )

During the year our club had held a couple
of rallies and open days where I had given a
slide show of our efforts in the CQ WW
Contest 2000 and at one of these events
Graham GM3RTJ intimated he was very
interested and asked if he could join us. I
said that I would discuss his request with the
rest of the team and let him know, however,
as he mentioned he could provide another
60ft mobile mast, his possibility of joining
had dramatically increased.

As Kenny was towing the heavy trailer we
were keen for him to get the cheaper LPG at
every opportunity, so our first stop was
Perth. We found the specialist garage and
as it was a tight squeeze with the trailer, we

Our contest group had also put a web site on
the net and Mark GMOWIB having come
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Shame we did not have enough time to
investigate the problems.
Children up to the age of 14 go to school on
the island. There are presently 11 pupils.
For further education they have to go to
Koror.
The island supports a library and a hospital.
The hospital however has few facilities.
Nando, IT9YRE, who is connected with the
medical profession, donated a selection of
drugs and medical items for use in the
hospital.
On Sunday evening we had to say goodbye
after an all-too-brief visit. Our parting
generated a few tears from the children.
The journey back to Koror was long and
arduous. What was scheduled to be a 24hour trip stretched to 63 hours due to bad
weather conditions. Our Italians friends
missed their flight to Manila and had to go
via Guam which added a day to the return
journey.

After church we managed to assemble all
but about 3 of the inhabitants together for a
group photograph. This and a few others
are included in this issue of Digest.

I stayed on in Koror for a week lodging with
Bernard Pullon, the New Zealander who had
helped with crewing the boat. I am most
grateful to Bernard and his family for their
generous hospitality. A mixture of
sightseeing and operating as T88DC made
for a very pleasant stay in the Palau
Republic.

Sonsorol keeps in contact with Koror via a
channelised HF radio. Apparently there
used to be a facility whereby telephone calls
could be made and we found two TS450s
lying on a shelf in the radio room. The unit
connecting the two together was said to
have a fault with the microphone input.

A Long Way from Anywhere - 8Q7SL Maldives 21 Jan — 4 Feb 2002
Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG (g4jvg@cwcom.net)

a

Although we have travelled quite widely,
neither Eva nor I have ever been to
Thailand. We were planning to rectify that
omission in January 2002, and booked two
weeks of leave to coincide with Eva's 40th
birthday on the 26th. I e-mailed Ray,
HSO/G3NOM, to let him know of our plans,
as Eva had met Ray and his wife, Lawan,
when they visited the UK a couple of years
ago and we all got on well together.
Unfortunately, Ray said that it was likely he
would be out of Thailand at the time we

planned to visit, but he gave us some good
advice on suggested places to visit.
Then came the dreadful events of 11
September and the consequent downturn in
international flights and tourism. Although
it didn't put us off flying, obviously a lot of
people must have cancelled their holidays
because all of a sudden there were a lot of
bargain holidays available. We tried to pick
up a good deal in Thailand, but the only one
available at the particular time we wanted to
travel was a two-centre holiday in Bangkok
23

YJO, VK9M, SV5, 9M2 (AS-015), the
Minquiers (EU-099), and St Tudwal's (EU106). The IC-706 is powered from an Icom
switch-mode PSU that weighs only 2.5kg
and which is robust enough to go in the
checked-in suitcase, although I hand-carried
the '706 itself with the Loudenboomer.
Together they fit comfortably if snugly into
an airline cabin bag, but which weighs
nearly 12kg.

and Pattaya and, from what I'd read of the
place, Pattaya didn't sound like it was for
us. But the travel agent said, "what about
the Maldives?" and she came up with a
super deal staying for two weeks half-board
in `Superior' accommodation on the island
of Lohifushi.

Licence Matters ..
The deal was done on New Year's Eve and
we flew out exactly three weeks later, but
not before I had applied for a licence.
Telecom Maldives and its Director
Engineering, Abdullah Rasheed, are
extremely efficient. The application was
made by fax, a single sheet application form
plus copy of home licence, and within three
working days I had a callsign allocated,
8Q7SL. The only difficulty encountered was
in paying for the licence. The preferred
method of Telecom Maldives is to make
arrangements for the tour operator or resort
to pay on the licensee's behalf and have it
charged against the eventual room bill. A
phone call to the tour operator in London
elicited no helpful response, and an e-mail
to the address of the Lohisfushi Island
Resort published in the LonelyPlanet
Maldives guide book bounced (it turned out
that the resort is very e-mail friendly, but
that the book had published the address
slightly incorrectly). Another fax to
Abdullah Rasheed suggesting that I post the
equivalent fee in US dollars ($11) was
responded to immediately. He suggested
that money has been known to go missing in
the post, but that "some people have done
this successfully". I decided to take the risk
and sent the $11 by International Recorded
Delivery. Just over a week later the fax
machine chuntered into life and there was
my licence, along with a covering note
requesting me to pick up the original when I
visited Male'.

Unfortunately, this presented a difficulty at
check-in at Gatwick. I have never had a
problem at UK airports before, but naturally
the events of 11 September are causing
airport staff to adhere more strictly to their
regulations than hitherto. We were slightly
over the 20kg each allowance on the
checked-in baggage, but this didn't concern
the check-in clerk at all. However, she
insisted that I would have to check in the
cabin bag as it was too heavy to be allowed
into the cabin. Of course I knew the
maximum allowed is 5kg (6kg on some
airlines) and that I was well over this, but I
explained that it contained fragile radio
equipment which I knew would be damaged
if it was not handled extremely carefully. In
fact, the Loudenboomer contains four TV
'sweep tube'-type valves and is fragile, both
electronically and physically. Eventually,
after much negotiation, including with the
check-in clerk's manager, the bag was given
a 'Limited Release' label. This meant I
could carry it myself right up to the plane (a
walk of what seemed like about a mile at
Gatwick!), where it was taken from me and
placed (carefully, I was told) into a special
hold in which, the baggage handler said,
there were only two other bags. At the other
end, the baggage handlers would be asked to
allow me to identify the bag and carry it
myself into the terminal.

Tony Hancock to the Rescue
Interestingly, there was absolutely no
difficulty at all at the various security
screenings — only at the check-in. When the
hand baggage was X-rayed I was asked to
open the case and the security officer asked
what it was. When I tried to explain he said

I took an Icom IC-706MkII, a
'Loudenboomer' 400-watt amplifier that
weighs just 7kg including its PSU and
which is small enough to be carried in an
airline cabin bag, and my trusty Butternut
HF6V vertical that has operated from P29,
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QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT
Well hello and welcome to this issue's QRZ
Contest...and to start we have a splendid
article complete with many a trial and
tribulation...over to you Brian...

them a phone". So Tom went off to phone,
while I said to the others that "Murphy had
struck early this year". Murphy had been
an all too well known member of our group
last year and unknown to us, at that time, he
was planning to play a several tricks on us
again this year. After about 10minutes
Tom came back and said "I have good news
and bad news". "What's the bad news", I
asked, Tom said "the bed and breakfast has
been sold! " and "the good news? " I asked,
"it's been bought by another radio amateur
and he is willing to have us for the contest?"

CQ WW CONTEST 2001 at GMOB
by Brian Devlin GMOEGI
The contest group of the Mid Lanark
Amateur Radio Society once again took part
in the CQ WW SSB contest, but this year
we operated from Dunnet Head, the most
Northerly point on the British mainland.

41.

Our plans for the CQ WW SSB contest 2001
took an early change as we had originally
planned to return to the Island of Benbecula
in the Outer Hebrides, where we had
operated the previous year. However,
Derek GMOEEY phoned to say that he had
moved to the Island of Grimsay and now did
not have enough accommodation or space
for the antenna farm.

It turned out that the bed and breakfast
accommodation with tearoom, had been
purchased by another radio ham, Brian
Sparks GM4JYB and his Partner Tina
Irving. The accommodation was situated
right on the top of a cliff overlooking the
Pentland Firth towards the Orkney Islands
and that it had three fields to the rear which
we could use for our antenna farm.

I quickly sent an e-mail to the GMOB
members and told them that "we had a
problem". We decided to have an
emergency meeting to discuss our options as
it is not easy to find a suitable multi-multi
site at short notice. I obtained holiday
cottage brochures and took them to the
meeting for discussion, but none of the
accommodation seemed suitable, either no
land for antennas or not enough room for
ops and how do you tell the owner that you
want to bring mobile towers, etc., onto the
site.

Brian Sparks advised that as
the
B&B/tearoom season closed at the end of
September, we could virtually have the run
of the place during the October contest and
as there were two double bedrooms, one
triple bedroom and a four berth caravan
available there was plenty of sleeping
accommodation for the team and space for
the six stations. Four of the stations could
to be located in the tearoom and other two in
Brian's own shack to the rear of the
premises.
Hoping to increase our score this year we
planned to improve our contest equipment,
particularly our antenna systems, by
purchasing Monoband Beams for I 0m, 1 5m
and 20m. To this end we bought a 3
element 20m Monobander and a 4 element
10m Monobander directly from WIMO in
Germany, i.e. ZX-YAGI. ( We very much

We were discussing this serious blow to our
plans when I happened to mention the
advert in RadCom for the bed and breakfast
I had seen
(with shack) at Dunnet Head.
this advert several times previous, but had
never really taken a great deal of notice of
it, however, Tom MMOBHX said "I'll give
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SW.L NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525
one in return. He asks if other SWLs have
received PWOS cards? Colin has a DXLCA
certificate for 154 DXCC confirmed and
intends to update his claim once he reached
the magic 300. Colin also collects islands
for IOTA. He has 342 confirmed and is
24th in the overall IOTA listing. For
information, BRS32525 has no enthusiasm
for IOTA — but is still on speaking terms
with Roger G3KMA!

At the time of penning this column, SWLs
are able to log Cocos Is (TI9M), Temotu
(H40T) and Trindade Is. (PWOT) with
seemingly great ease. It's a bit like the
proverbial No.11 bus in London — or for that
matter — any bus anywhere — no juicy DX
for a few months, and then three come along
together!
I've been lucky so far — even being at the
office during the week — as apart from the
T19 on 24MHz, I already have all three
DXpeditions on all the bands I need them on
— apart from I.8MHz SSB! Question: Why
is the PWO NOT on Top Band SSB?

How about more news from other CDXC
SWLs for next time? I really would like to
run a DXCC table (current DXCC only)
with scores from ALL CDXC members.
How about it? Here are the scores I have so
far —

Simon RS177448 has been home on half
term this last week and has shown me his
log nightly filled with a goodly list of DX
stations — he has the TI9 on 24MHz!!

SWL CALLSIGN

On 50MHz, openings to the west failed to
materialise for much of February, but there
has been some good DX on offer from the
east. Earlier in February 1 heard EX8MLT,
EY8MM and HZ1MD but we have been
plagued with local QRM since 1020z on
17th (it's now 2250 on 22nd) which has
wiped the band out! During this time David
heard his first JA and VK on 50MHz.
I'm pleased to say that Colin Cadby
RS96462 wrote again. He reports 288
DXCC confirmed from 293 heard in five
years of SWLing. He uses a Kenwood
R5000 with an MFJ 784B tuneable DSP
filter and a Howes ATU. He only uses a
random wire about 70' long and about 30'
asl. He did have a full-size G5RV but found
it useless on 28 and 24MHz despite using an
ATU.

DXCC HRD

DXCC CFD

BRS32525

332

332

BRS48462

320

300

RS96462

293

288

EA8/BRS25429

248

?

RS177448

183

7

GW/BRS32525/P

147

38

GW/RS177448/P

69

1

Looking forward, we have the WPX SSB
weekend to look forward to at the end of
March. Plenty of interesting prefixes will
be on offer, but the DX tends to be of the
"ordinary" variety!
More importantly perhaps, we can look
forward to even more DXpeditions — P5,
XROX (San Felix), VP6 (Ducie Is), and
even another shot at H40! Now there's a
mouth-watering list!!

Colin's missing entities are PWOS, K3J,
K7K, YA and 70. Colin is waiting
patiently for these five — he sent his PWOS
card direct I I months ago and still awaits
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"oh, like Tony Hancock?" and that was that.
He passed a swab with a detachable cloth
over everything and then put the cloth into a
machine which reveals if there are any
traces of explosives. Naturally the rigs were
`clean', so there was no problem.
Meanwhile, at the next table there was quite
a commotion as a passenger who spoke only
Spanish was trying to explain what was in
his hand baggage. My Spanish is pretty
rusty, but I got the impression it was some
sort of voodoo charm from West Africa — it
appeared to be a skull-shaped carving about
the size of a football with chicken feathers
and dogs' teeth stuck in it. The West Indian
security lady refused to touch it when she
saw what it was. I guess they get to see all
sorts, so amateur radio equipment must
seem pretty humdrum.

Lohifushi is quite a large island by
Maldivian standards — it takes about 20
minutes to walk around it. There are some
160 accommodation units and all were full
while we were there, meaning that there
were over 300 visitors on the island. Almost
all the accommodation was in individual
bungalows around the north-west and northeast sides of the islands. The island is
roughly triangular in shape, with the apex
pointing northish. The main restaurant, bar
and reception area are on the south-west
side and most of the interior of the island is
given over to tropical gardens, a banana
plantation and countless coconut palm trees.
Our bungalow faced on to the lagoon on the
north-east side of the island, close to the
northern apex, and had a tiny garden behind
the bungalow. This seemed to be the only
suitable place to put the Butternut vertical —
it would not have been practical to put it
right on the water's edge as there was a path
between the bungalow and the beach which
was used by everyone and, besides, the
beach itself was not for our exclusive use. I
doubt the other tourists would have
appreciated the vertical and its radials being
there! Nevertheless, it was only about 15
yards from the sea, although very close to
the concrete bungalow, which had a tin roof.

Upon arrival at Male' airport, the baggage
handlers leapt into action and by the time I
was off the plane the luggage was already
being off-loaded. Fortunately, the bag
containing the IC-706 and Loudenboomer
had ended up on top of an untidy pile of
suitcases on a baggage trolley (if it had been
at the bottom I could have ended up with a
crushed '706 as well!) and I was able to
liberate it from their clutches and carry it
into the terminal building myself.
Once again everything was X-rayed but this
time 1 wasn't even asked to open anything.
The customs official asked what was in the
Butternut box, but "radio aerial" seemed to
satisfy him and I didn't even have to show
the licence.

Where is everyone?

After getting permission from the manager
(a charming man called Ibrahim, originally
from Gan), I put up the antenna in the
relative cool of the late afternoon and it was
shortly before dark, at 5.15pm (1215UTC),
when I turned the rig on for the first time. I
could not believe what I could hear — or
rather not hear. The bands were dead — just
about the only signal I could hear was
3D2IR working strings of inaudible
Europeans on 14195, and a couple of strong
VU stations a bit further up the band. 3D2IR
became my first QSO, but CQ calls on 20
and 15m went unanswered.

Arrival

The journey from the airport island to
Lohifushi was in a traditional dhoni, the
utilitarian motor boats used for all interisland transport and always steered with
great panache by a foot on the tiller, while
the hands look after the throttle. The journey
took about one and a half hours, which gave
us time to acclimatise to the 25-degree
increase in temperature since leaving
Gatwick, do a bit of dolphin spotting and to
marvel at the beauty of North Male' Atoll
and the myriad islands that we passed.

The next day was no better, although I had
expected conditions not to be great during
the day due to high levels of absorption in
equatorial locations (Male' is just 4 degrees
25

north of the equator). Also, Ian, G3TMA,
who had recently returned from a trip to the
Maldives, had commented that he only
found propagation for a few hours either
side of dawn and dusk. Sure enough, the
bands opened up at around 3.00pm
( I 00OUTC) and faded out again around
1400UTC and this was the pattern every day
for the rest of the trip.

Almost all my activity was in the period
between 1000 and 1400. During this time,
15m and, less frequently, 10m were good to
Japan and there were the occasional
openings to Europe, although very few
QSOs were made with G. Propagation
seemed to extend to Russia, the Balkans,
Finland and Sweden, Austria and Italy, but
not much further west. Even DL was a rare
entry in my logbook. After the JAs started
fading out on 10 and 15m, a QSY down to
20m usually upped the rate once again, and I
discovered a fairly reliable 20m long-path
opening to the East Coast of USA around
dusk, which I had not really expected.
Although I did not make many QSOs with
USA, there were more Ws in the log than
Gs and it was nice to note from comments at
the time and on the incoming QSLs that I
was a new country for most of these.

After 1400UTC, although 20m and above
were virtually dead, 40 and 80m were open,
although it was althost impossible to make
any QSOs on these bands. 40m was full of
YB stations conversing in Indonesian, but
not looking for DX QSOs, plus the
occasional VU or 4S7 chatting among
themselves. Strangely, 1 heard very few JAs
on 40m, and none calling CQ DX. My own
CQ calls went unanswered. In the two
weeks I made only one QSO on 40m, with
David, 9V1RH. This was on a sked and he
was 59+ so there was potential for many
more QSOs on 40m but no-one else seemed
to be interested to work me!

I believe my signal was severely attenuated
by the antenna's proximity to the bungalow.
In retrospect, some sort of multiband dipole
would have been a much better option, as it
transpired there was a 50ft coconut palm in
the garden, which I'm sure I could have
persuaded one of the locals to climb for me.
The thinking that a vertical would perform
better than dipoles because of the proximity
to the ocean was, in this instance, incorrect
due to the antenna being located too close to
the building. Having said that, propagation
conditions were poor: for the most part of
the day and night there was, effectively, no
propagation to any part of the world other
than the immediate Indian Ocean area. I was
very glad that I had persevered and taken
the Loudenboomer amp: without that my
signal would have been a further 3 or 4dB
down and I might have struggled to make
any QSOs at all.

80m was much the same, though here there
were not even any local QSOs going on. I
did work ZL4DX, a couple of YBs, and one
RA6 station, but no other Europeans. 80m
skeds with Don, G3BJ, at 1700UTC failed:
on one evening I thought I heard him, but
too weak to be sure, and on a different
evening he thought he heard me. It
transpired that the best time for an 80m sked
would have been around 010OUTC, i.e.
6.00am Maldivian time, about 20 minutes
before my sunrise. On most days I was, of
course, asleep at this unearthly hour of the
morning, but one morning a few days before
we left I woke early and turned the rig on. I
heard a couple of very weak signals chatting
away on 3790kHz. Then, suddenly, one of
them became a genuine 59 — it was GONVD
with his four-square array which he had
switched to see if there were any VUs about.
Not thinking I'd work him with 100W, I
quickly tuned up the Loudenboomer, but by
the time I had done this GONVD had
switched his antenna back towards the USA
and he could not hear me.

Two QSOs stand out in the memory. The
first was when I was called by A520M.
This turned out to be Ray, G3NOM. I had
no idea that Ray was going to be in Bhutan,
so the call came as a pleasant surprise. We
had a 20-minute natter during which I
mentioned that we were going out shortly to
celebrate Eva's birthday. This elicited a
very tuneful verse of "Happy Birthday",
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OC-232 4W East Timor's Coastal Islands*
OC-233 VK7 Tasmania's Coastal Islands*
OC-234 VK Browse Island
0C-235 DU8-9 Mindanao's Coastal
Islands*
OC-236 YB8 Celebes's Coastal Islands*
OC-237 YBO-3 Java's Coastal Islands*
OC-238 FO Pukarua and Reao Atolls,
Tuamotu Islands
OC-239 YB9 Irian Jaya's Coastal Islands
West*
OC-240 P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal
Islands East*
0C-241 YB9 Timor Barat's Coastal Islands*
OC-242 YB8 Bonerate and Taka' Bonerate
Islands
OC-243 VK6 WA State (South Coast) West
group*
OC-244 DUI-4 Luzon's Coastal Islands*
0C-245 YB5-6 Sumatra's Coastal Islands
North*
OC-246 YB8 Leti and Sermata Islands
OC-247 YB8 Sabalana and Tengah Islands
SA-087 LU Santa Cruz Province N group
SA-088 PP5 Santa Catarina State S group*
SA-089 YV I Falcon State group*
SA-090 YV5-7 Anzoategui State / Sucre
State West group*
SA-091/Pr CE8 Magallanes & Antartica
Chi lena Province South group (Chile)

OC-094 FOODEH Napuka Island,
Disappointment Islands (Sept/Oct 2001)
0C-131 FOODEH Takapoto Island, King
George Islands (December 2001)
Note: This list includes operations where
validation material was volunteered, i.e. not
specifically required for credit to be given.
In all cases, cards now submitted will be
accepted by Checkpoints if they meet
normal standards. This means that the island
name should be printed on the card.
Operations from Which Validation
Material is Awaited as at 12 January

2002
AF-091/Pr 3V8GI Galite Island (July 2001)
AS-050 RUOB/P Isachenko Island, Sergeya
Kirova Islands (April 2001)
AS-057 RUOB Uyedineniya Is (April 2001)
AS-068 RSOB/P Kravkova Island, Mona
Islands (April 2001)
AS-140 S21BR Dakhin Shahbazpur (Bhola)
Island (December 2000)
AS-153 VU2DPM Sagar Is (January 2002)
AS-153 VU2HFR Sagar Is (January 2002)
AS-153 VU2JSH Sagar Is (January 2002)
AS-153 VU2KFR Sagar Is (January 2002)
AS-153 VU2SKD Sagar Is (January 2002)
AS-l56/Pr RIOB Ushakova Is (April 2001)
AS-160/Pr BI4F Fu Rong Island (Sep 2001)
EU-082 '11ZA/1,/A Kil'din Island
(resident?)
EU-147 U 1ZA/1 999999 Island (February July 2001)
EU-153 UIZA/1 997999 Island (July 2001)
EU-186 TAlED/0 Gokceada Is (Dec 2000)
SA-048 4M7G ?99?99 Island (Sep 2001)
SA-088 PSA088 Tacami Island (June 2001)
SA-091/Pr CE7AOY/8 Riesco Island
(December 2001)

* see Annual Update below.

Operations Which Have Provided
Acceptable Validation Material
AS-091 RZOZWA/O Ptichiy Is (July 2001)
AS-133 XU7ABW Poah Is (Nov 2001)
AS-133 XU7ACA Poah Island (Nov 2001)
NA-078 XF1/DLlYMK Magdalena Island
(October 2001)
NA-221 XF2RCS Lobos Island (Nov 2001)

Note: Checkpoints are not authorised to
credit QSL cards for an operation where
validation is required.

OC-062 FOODEH Pukapuka Atoll
(Nov/Dec 2001)
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IOTA CORNER
Roger Balister, G3KMA
AS-158 BY2 Liaoning Province East group
AS-159 TA Black Sea Coast West group
AS-160/Pr BY4 Shandong Province North
West group
EU-170 9A Dalmatia North group*
EU-171 OZ Jylland North group*
EU-172 OZ Jylland East and Fyn group*
EU-173 OH1 Lansi-suomi (Pori) Province
group*
EU-174 SV Makedonia / Thraki Region
group*
EU-175 CU3-7 Central group*
EU-176 SM3 Gavleborg County group*
EU-177 SM5 Sodermanland / Ostergotland
County group*
EU-178 ES0,8 Parnumaa County / Saaremaa
County South group*
EU-179 UR Mykolayivs'ka / Khersons'ka
Obl: Black Sea Coast group
EU-180 UR Respublika Krym: Black Sea
Coast group
EU-181 LZ Bulgaria group
EU-182 UR Odes'ka Obl: Black Sea Coast
group
EU-183 YO Romania group
EU-184 OH8 Oulu Province group*
EU-185 R6A-D Krasnodarskiy Kray: Black
Sea Coast group
EU-186 TA Turkey group*
EU-187 SV9 Crete's Coastal Islands*
EU-188 RIP Pechorskoye Sea Coast West
group*
NA-213 W4 Alabama State group*
NA-214 KL Nome County South group*
NA-215 KL NW Arctic County group*
NA-216 KL Northern Alaska Peninsula
West group
NA-217 WI New Hampshire State group*
NA-218 CO8 Las Tunas/Holguin/Santiago
de Cuba Province group*
NA-219 C6 Cay Sal Bank Cays
NA-220 OX Greenland's Coastal Islands
South West*
NA-221 XE1 Veracruz State North group

IOTA Reference Numbers issued

NA-221 XE1 Veracruz State North group
(Mexico)
SA-091/Pr CE8 Magallanes & Antarctica
Chilena Province South group (Chile)
Provisional IOTA Reference Numbers
as at 12 January 2002

AF-091/Pr 3V Jendouba/Bizerte/Tunis/
Nabeul Region group (Tunisia)
AS-156/Pr ROB Ushakova Island (Russian
Federation)
AS-160/Pr BY4 Shandong Province North
West group (China)
SA-091/Pr CE8 Magallanes & Antartica
Chilena Province South group (Chile)
IOTA

References Issued Since
Publication Of Directory 2000

AF-086 D4 Windward Islands*
AF-087 5H Tanga Region group
AF-088 C9 Nampula District group
AF-089 TR Ogooue-Maritime Province
group
AF-090 5R Madagascar's Coastal Islands
East*
Jendouba/Bizerte/
3V
AF-091/Pr
Tunis/Nabeul Region group
AS-145 HS Malay Peninsula SE East group
AS-146 BY4 Shandong Province NE group
AS-147 JA8 Hokkaido's Coastal Islands*
AS-148 HL4 Cholla-bukto Province group*
AS-149 ROF Sakhalin's Coastal Islands*
AS-150 BY4 Shandong Province Sth group
AS-151 BY2 Liaoning Province West group
AS-152 ROQ Respublika Sakha: Laptev Sea
Coast West group
AS-153 VU West Bengal State group
AS-154 TA Black Sea Coast East group
AS-155 BV Taiwan's Coastal Islands*
AS-156/Pr ROB Ushakova Island
AS-157 3W South China Sea Coast Centre
group
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sung by Ray and Lawan, much to Eva's
delight. The circumstances struck me as
being really bizarre: "Happy Birthday"
being sung from Bhutan by an Englishman
and a Malaysian lady who live in Thailand
to a Swedish lady who lives in the UK on
holiday in the Maldives. What a strange and
wonderful hobby amateur radio is!

operating for any longer. It has to be born in
mind that the Maldives are a long way from
any of the major amateur radio centres of
population (7700km to JA, 8500km to G
and no less than 24,000km to W4 on the
long path — I don't think I worked any USA
stations on the short path). There is still
tremendous scope for a 'proper' DXpedition
from the Maldives (as opposed to a holiday
operation) and I wish Mark, MODXR, and
his 'Crystal Clear' DXpedition team much
luck when they visit 8Q7 in July this year.
Conditions should be much better then, as
the northern hemisphere has longer days
which should allow evening propagation
from Europe and North America to the
Maldives, something not possible in
January, of course. My 'gut feeling' is that
the low bands will need either a four-square
or very high dipoles to work successfully,
though a tribander on the high bands should
go like a bomb at that time of year.

P5 in the log!

The second QSO was when I had a smallish
pile-up and was being called by the 'last two
letter' brigade. One station called as
"Foxtrot November" and I duly put " - FN" in the log, fully expecting it to be (from
the accent) something like UA3XFN or
RV6FN. It turned out to be Ed, 4L4FN/P5,
in North Korea! He said that I was his first
8Q7 station, a comment which I felt had a
certain nice irony to it. We had a good fiveminute natter during which I impressed
upon him the importance of listening for
G4JVG in the pile-ups. He said he would:
we shall see! Ed said that he still did not
have his written licence but that he fully
expected to receive one sometime, though
"nothing can be predicted for sure here", he
said. Following the call from Ed, I heard
him most days thereafter on 21225kHz,
listening 21 235kHz and up, with a very
large and wide pile-up. I gather he had
recently put up a new Butternut HF6
vertical and this had improved his signal
considerably: looks like his Butternut was
working a lot better than mine.

Our return journey went very smoothly.
This time the bag containing the IC-706 and
Loudenboomer was allowed as cabin
baggage with no questions asked at all and I
was not even asked to open it at the x-ray
security check. Needless to say there was no
problem with the weight or size of the bag
when inside the aircraft.
The Maldives is an excellent venue for a
holiday. The islands are stunningly beautiful
and the people genuinely friendly and
helpful. The motto of the Lohifushi Island
Resort is "Your Happiness is Our Pleasure"
and they really do mean this. If you take a
rig, my advice would be to take wire
antennas rather than a vertical (or, better
still, a Yagi of course), and try to take an
amplifier if you can — the Maldives are a
long way from anywhere.

I ended up with 1040 QS0s, which I felt
was disappointing, although I was only on
the air for an average of about two hours a
day. Nevertheless, I called CQ without
getting any reply, sometimes for 10 minutes
or more at a time, on numerous occasions
and felt that if I had had a better signal I
could very easily have made two or three
times this number of contacts even without
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Cookham, the Birthplace of Radio ??
John Hughes, G4KGT, with acknowledgement to Peter Edwards and the Maidenhead Advertiser

Marconi's experiments at Lavernock Point,
Poldhu and the Isle of Wight are well
documented and have, rightly, taken their
place in the history of radio transmission
experiments. What is less well known is that
he conducted some key experiments at
Cookham in the Thames Valley.

trunk, the obvious cause if the kink. Peter
deduced that the spike may well have been
used by Marconi as a hoist to elevate the
metal plates or cylinders he was using to a
height of about 30 feet. It was obvious to
Peter that Marconi's apparatus would have
needed to be earthed and the obvious place
to look was beneath the pine tree. A couple
of inches below the surface he found the
remains of a Victorian frying pan! All that
was left was the 7 inch handle with the rest
having rusted away, but this would have
acted as a perfect earth plate for Marconi's
equipment.

Sometime in 1896 or 1897 Marconi was
invited to stay with a distant cousin, Dr.
Jameson, whose now infamous "Jameson
Raid", carried out against the wishes of the
British Government, was one of the causes
of the Boer War. Jameson was captured by
the Boers and returned to England where he
was sentenced to 15 months imprisonment.
Due to ill-health he only served 6 months
and moved to the country to convalesce. He
rented a large house in Cookham Rise called
Hillyers, belonging to one Charles
Symmons who owned a shop in Maidenhead
High Street. Jameson had been asked by
Cecil Rhodes, the Prime Minister of the
Cape Colony, to look at the idea of wireless
as an alternative to land-lines in Africa elephants knocked down the poles and
Natives cut the wires! Jameson was well
aware of the work done by his distant
cousin, Gugliemo Marconi, and eagerly
invited him to Hillyers. This Marconi was
happy to do, but since he was trying to gain
support for his work from the British
Government, he was reluctant to disclose his
association with Jameson and equally
reluctant to keep notes of his work at
Hillyers.

There is much documented evidence that
Marconi, following experiments on
Salisbury Plain, used a vertical wire
connected to a metal "capacity" at the top,
which when hoisted above the ground and
earthed at the base, would have allowed the
transmitter to send longer ground-hugging
wavelengths over greater distances The
initial tests were carried out with the plates
at 8 feet above the ground but in November
1896 Marconi wrote to his sponsors, the
Post Office, proposing a series of
experiments with plates at 30 feet above the
ground.
He backed up this new proposal with
experimental data which he said was
obtained from work carried out in Italy, but
it would seem obvious that he carried this
work at Hillyers between September 1896
and March 1897 and was most anxious not
to disclose his connection with Dr. Jameson.
After this period Marconi's experiments
were carried out at heights of 100 and 150
feet with no record of Post Office taking up
the 30 feet experiments. Marconi had
already learned all he needed to know from
his experiments at Cookham.

Hard evidence of Marconi's work at
Cookham was indeed difficult to find. That
is, until 196 1, when Peter Edwards, a
Senior Engineer with that part of the Post
Office which became BT, moved into
Spindlewood, a new house being built in the
grounds Hillyers. Once he learned of the
Marconi connection he set about looking for
evidence. He noticed a kink in one of the
large pine trees and on further investigation
discovered a metal spike embedded in the

His place in Cookham's history has been
recognised with a "Blue Plaque" at the site
of this experiments, but sadly the pine tree
carrying the metal spike has been cut down.
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will the opportunity to enclose some dollar
bills within the envelope as a form of
appreciation for a job well done.

will not take place from a webpage, but will
be from within the innards of a logging
program. The interface that needs to be built
into the logging program is an Open Source
project — the source code of which will be
freely available to logging program authors.
You can expect that the major logging
programs will all feature an LOTW
interface as soon as the system is available.
In order for you to use the Logbook of the
World, you will need to register with the
ARRL. When you have done so, you will be
issued with a digital certificate (similar to
those used in online banking systems),
which your logging program will use to
identify you to the ARRL server, when it
uploads your data.

How do we recreate this within our
electronic model? Could donations be
handled via the eQSL/LOTW systems
acting as clearing houses to the expeditions?
They could, although I doubt either N5UP
or ARRL would relish that prospect! Might
expeditions charge eQSL/LOTW to upload
their logs to the systems with those systems
then passing on the cost to their users.
Again, a possibility, but that does not
somehow, sit very comfortably with me.
Perhaps an expedition would only release
electronic QSL information to eQSL/LOTW
when a donation had been received —
whereas after, say, a year — all electronic
QSL information could be released. Pay
your money and get priority. None of these
are intended as serious answers to the
problem, but the questions are interesting
and ones that will need to be tackled as we
move forward.

The initial press release on Logbook of the
World speculatively mentioned that the
service could be available by the middle of
this year. Whether this is likely is not yet
clear. However, what is clear, is that that
once the service is available, it will along
side the eQSL system, provide a very real
alternative to conventional QSL processes.
When the LOTW service is available, we
will look at the precise implementation and
discuss what it means for the members of
CDXC.

I hope this short article has given you an
insight into where electronic QSLing is at
present. Things will change quickly and,
with the editor's indulgence, I will do my
best to keep you up to date with the
developments. For me, it's a fascinating
aspect of the hobby

Whilst the exact relationship between the
eQSL system and LOTW has yet to be
exactly defined, it is my hope that the
systems will talk at some level. It would be
silly if they did not, although the political
barriers may be higher than the technical
ones here. As Don mentioned in his
RadCom article, the very fact that LOTW is
an ARRL DXCC project, it will inevitably
gain a certain momentum, but I expect there
to be room for both eQSL and LOTW
systems.
Whilst we're on the subject of Electronic
QSLing, let me raise some questions that
might interest you. QSLing, as many of you
know, represents a significant income
stream for many DXpeditions. If, as is
inevitable, eQSLing becomes acceptable for
awards, then the number of direct QSL
requests sent conventionally will fall — as

37

produce an entry in the eQSL database. So,
if I upload QSO details to the database for
the QSO I had with G3XTTNP9, when Don
logs into the site, he will see that there is a
confirmation from me. He can choose to
display the card graphically, if he chooses —
but the important thing to remember is that
the database record is the confirmation — not
the physical card! Don can check the details
manually against his log and hit a confirm
or reject link, depending on whether the
details are correct. Or, he may simply
upload his log into the system. The system
will match up dates, times and bands and
cross match the contacts, so there is no need
to do a manual check.

somewhat academic interest.
This is all fine, I hear you say, but does it
count for DXCC? Until recently the answer
was categorically no. The ARRL had
refused to accept 'cards' printed on the
claimant's home printer for DXCC
purposes. This was on the grounds that the
cards would be too easy to forge. This is
probably true, although I would counter,
that the same is true of a conventional QSL
card too! However, rules are rules and
whether we agree with them or not, they are
rules to abide by.
In recent weeks, Dave, N5UP added a
facility to the eQSL site where you can
select particular confirmations to be printed
from a central location and posted to you. I
was somewhat sceptical about this, as for
me, the whole point of eQSLing is that you
don't have to be mailing bits of card around
the place! However, the development gave
rise to an important breakthrough for
eQSLing.

At the simplest level, this is all there is to
the eQSL system. However, such
confirmations, though interesting, do not
count for eQSL awards, they do not count
for DXCC — so some might consider them
next to useless! The argument is that,
anyone could claim to be a DX station —
provide an e-mail address and start
uploading QSO data. Indeed they could (just
as someone could fraudulently print QSL
cards!). So, a level of security has been
added to the eQSL system. This is called
`Authenticity Guaranteed'. The process
seeks to confirm that the person uploading
the QSO data is who they say they are. This
is done by the amateur scanning a copy of
their licence document and uploading it to
the eQSL server. A volunteer (in the case of
the UK, probably me) will check the licence
image to check it has not been tampered
with and that they details match with those
provided by the amateur at signup to the
eQSL system. Assuming the details tie up,
Authenticity Guaranteed status will be
granted, which makes the confirmations
good for the awards granted and
administered by eQSL. Awards exist based
on numbers of countries worked and
confirmed by eQSL as well as a was award.
So, for those of you who have signed up to
the eQSL site, but have not gained AG
status, I urge you to do so. That way, your
confirmations can be used by others who are
chasing awards, rather than being of

Bill Moore, NC I L at ARRL ruled that if an
eQSL is centrally printed and posted in this
manner, then the eQSL system is in effect,
acting as a QSL Manager and the printed
card will be eligible for DXCC! There is a
slight snag (as always). The ability to post
the cards from the eQSL system is currently
only available in the US. However, I spoke
with Dave, N5UP about this and he is in
discussions with the printing firm to extend
this facility to a number of key countries,
including the UK. In any event, it seems to
me, to be an indication that things are
progressing in a generally positive manner.
This then, is the eQSL system, all of which
is available now. I encourage you to take a
look if you've not done so. It's fun,
immediate and cheap. If you are not into the
DXCC paper chase, you may find it an
interesting half-way house.
What of 'Logbook of the World' ? This is
the ARRL's electronic DXCC project. The
project is headed by Wayne Mills, N7NG.
The architecture of the system will again,
feature a centralised database at ARRL HQ,
where the QSO data will reside. Uploads
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OVERSEAS AND HOLIDAY OPERATIONS
Ivan Davies G3IZD (g3izd@davies.netl.co.uk)

My first operations other than from home
were as G3IZD/MM whilst serving in HMS
Mohawk in the Persian Gulf. Maritime
Mobile operation was then permitted in RN
ships but restricted to 28 MHz, which
during 1964/65 was not often open, however
I had fun and made many friends in the Gulf
area. The rig, hardly portable, was a DX40
and Eddystone 750 RX.

trouble-free operation in Europe under the
CEPT system I set about getting a small rig,
eventually purchasing an Alinco DX70, this
seemed to be a notably better CW rig than
the Mk I IC706.With this I used an old
Yaesu switched-mode PSU which
unfortunately was often quite noisy and was
eventually changed for a better and lighter
one at Dayton. This rig unfortunately had
neither keyer nor SWR meter so 1 made a
small keyer with built in paddle using the
Curtis chip. The smallest SWR meter was
made for the CB market but was quite
usable on the other bands. Naturally
considerable thought was given to the
provision of antennae, the requirement,
naturally was for operation on as many
bands as possible, and a multi-band vertical
would seem to be ideal, but was ruled out as
being probably difficult to erect at a holiday
QTH. I also ruled out parallel dipoles as I
must confess to being an anti-coax freak. I
finalised on the humble doublet, having
already an ATU, the MFJ901, being both
small and light. For feeder I use the cheap
300 ohm ribbon, the pink stuff which is
patently no use for permanent installations
but absolutely ideal for a couple of weeks or
so, it is also almost invisible in sunny
locations. I maintain that wire for the
antenna, ATU and 50 or so feet of feeder is
lighter, smaller, less lossy and less obtrusive
than the necessary length of even small
coax. For insulator I use a piece of plastic
"chocolate block" connector put in the
centre of the wire The antenna itself is made
from single strand wire cut to fit the
available space whilst maintaining
symmetry, the actual length of course being
UNIMPORTANT, 40-50 feet is generally
possible and always tuneable, I seldom try
to operate below 10MHz. The ends are tied
to string and secured to palm trees, bushes,
balconies or whatever is available . I also
take some Blu Tack, as I often have to stick
the antenna to the roof of a balcony.

Later on during working or holiday trips
away I used to take a Sony multi-mode RX
but listening only was most frustrating and I
resolved to try and remedy this quickly. In
1983 I had left the Royal Navy and was
working in a well-known shipyard in
Barrow-in-Furness, this has changed hands
and name recently but will always be known
as Vickers by the locals. In 1986 it seemed
likely that I would be working for some
time in New London CT where the company
had a small office. I speedily arranged to
take steps to obtain a US licence and duly
took the relevant exams at the HF
convention, then at The Belfry, close to
Oxford. From this I soon received the
advanced call KC1AN. (I had flunked the
extra technical exam!!)This was first used
during a summer vacation in CO, MT, WY,
SD and ID. For this I used an FT757, a set
of mobile whips and a butch pair of battery
leads as operation was solely from the car.
The US attachment came about in 1987,
with the same rig and a multi-band vertical
kindly lent by a local. I had a great time
indeed enjoying the famed US friendliness
and hospitality during the 7 months living
near Mystic CT. (I later upgraded my
licence to Amateur Extra, having learned the
US specific requirements, and, with a
change of accommodation address, a new
call of AE4WK. The K at the end is
sometimes confusing so I must take
advantage of the "Vanity" system and make
a change!!)
On return to the UK and with the chance of
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Incidentally, in the US, better 300 ohm
ribbon can be obtained, very cheaply, from
Radio Shack, as it is in common use for
terrestrial TV.

probably the best ever holiday antenna but
regrettably, owing to some domestic
problems, 1 had to curtail the holiday after 2
days.

At a later date I changed the rig for the
IC706 Mk2, which has both metering and a
keyer built in.

Greece (Kephalonia) Good QTH with
long balcony and convenient trees, the full
straight 50ft being set up. Initially quite
noisy but after a good rain shower all was
quiet, presumably the rain washed off all the
overhead power line insulators.

With the above set-up I have enjoyed many
holiday operations, my XYL being happy to
sit on a balcony with a book and drink
during my short morning and evening
periods of operation. A short summary of
some holiday sites follows : ( I usually go
into my travel agents on the first working
day in September to arrange a self-catering
holiday starting in the next few days; it
shows a considerable saving and I have
never had a bad one).

way up it's a good plan to check that the
side guys remain fairly taut. Any time
that you want to inspect progress, you
can just tie off the rope that you are
pulling on to a peg. The antenna will be
stable in any position.
9. When the antenna finally pulls into the
vertical position, it will do so with a bit
of a snap. You can reduce the impact of
this by grabbing hold of the far end of
the gin pole, now rapidly approaching
the ground and gently lowering it the
last few feet. If you got all the lengths
right, then the antenna should be very
close to vertical, with all guys
reasonably taut.

USA (Captiva Island) Visited on three
occasions on the weekend after Dayton,
reasonable doublet fixed to trees but the
overhead power lines and the humidity often
gave rise to considerable noise. This is a
really delightful place to stay, very select in
that there is essentially no parking unless
you are in residence, the beach is a delight
and the water like a warm bath. Amongst
others there is a pub/restaurant called the
"Mucky Duck" which has a great variety of
beers including draft Guinness, this was a
great boon as, like many good eating places
in the US one has generally to wait a
considerable time for a table, on this
occasion, quite painlessly.

Portugal (Algarve) We have even been
here at Christmas, usually good balconies,
enabling a reasonable doublet even with the
ends drooping, conditions often better than
at home. One place had a flat roof with the
usual large, ornamental chimneys so
common in Portugal and making ideal
supports for the antenna.

Greece (Thassos) Probably my favourite

island, a large balcony totally roofed with
grapes, but here I had the benefit of the DL
telescopic fibre-glass pole so was able to
push out the doublet diagonally from the
balcony, seemed a good LP path to W6.The
managers father made his own ouzo from
the said grapes.

Canary
Islands
(La nza rote,
Fuerteventura) Several visits,
"Lanzagrottie" in particular having good
trees for the doublet. The Canaries generally
provide good propagation to almost
everywhere at some time of the day.

(Lesvos)
Single
storey
Greece
accommodation but doublet in a convenient
palm tree.

Madeira A very interesting place for a
holiday but from my point of view a radio
disaster. Most resorts are on the south of the
island which has a very high, mountainous
centre. The apartment on the first visit was
on the second floor of 13 with a miniscule
balcony about 6ft across so the doublet legs

Greece (Samos) Great disappointment
initially as the rooms had no balcony;
however at the rear was a pole about 6ft
high to which the owner readily allowed me
to fix the fibre glass mast. This was
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Using this method, I have put up my Titanex
V160 in quite strong winds. On one
occasion I was obliged to bring the antenna
down in severe gale conditions and the
reverse of the procedure described above
worked just fine. Nevertheless, a fairly
calm day is a definite plus, especially for
your first attempt!

10. Retie each of the back guys, from the
gin pole, onto the back guy peg, starting
with the bottom guy.

In a later article, I'll give you some early
impressions of how the antenna performs
and my experiences with the ATU and
radials. But in case you are too impatient
for that and just want to know whether it
was worth all the effort, the answer is a
resounding yes!

1 I. Engage the upper mounting on the
Titanex base and tighten everything up.
12. Finally, go round and tension all the

Electronic QSLing
Tim Kirby, G4VXE (tim@timkirby.net)

USA (Marco Island) One visit, again the
weekend after Dayton, but this time had the
telescopic pole, so a good high doublet was
erected. Unfortunately the W/E after Dayton
has the WPX contest so the bands are very
busy, no rag-chews really but hundreds of
DX 599s!!More commercialised than
Captiva, larger than I imagined with many
shops and much to see.

Greece (Rhodes) A great holiday, the
apartment was on the top, 3rd, floor with a
large north facing balcony, lots of good DX
was worked, antenna Blu-Tacked to roof of
balcony!

guys to get the antenna exactly vertical.
I have discovered that it is not
necessarily easy to judge when it is
exactly vertical, so I use a spirit level for
final adjustments. It is worth spending
some time on this. It is certainly a lot
quicker if there are two of you, but that
would be cheating, wouldn't it!

Electronic QSLing has been around for a
few years now. The first attempts, by some
expeditions to provide some form of eQSLs
only served to muddy the waters. These
initial ventures allowed people to print out
their own cards, from the expeditions log
files. The ARRL ruled these 'cards'
inadmissible for DXCC credit.

•

•

particularly for 'routine' contacts, and save
the printed QSLs for special, personal
contacts. Like most of us, I am always
thrilled to receive a nice, colour printed card
from an expedition.
In the summer of 2000, I became aware of
the eQSL site on the Internet, at
www.eqsl.org run by Dave Morris, N5UP.
The user base of the system is impressive,
although exact numbers are not currently
available. However, over 10.5 million
electronic confirmations are held on the
database from amateurs in 235 different
countries. The site works in a very simple
manner. Amateurs sign up to the site,
entering basic details such as their Name,
Country and Grid square. Having done that,
they can upload QSO data, either by
manually entering the details, or by
uploading ADIF, which most logging
programs will produce. This is enough to

Why in any case, would we want to eQSL?
For many people, QSLing IS Amateur
Radio. They like nothing more than to send
and receive QSL cards. And why not?
Certainly, I know when I started out in the
hobby, as an SWL, a QSL received from a
distant part of the world was wonderful. I
try not to forget that. However, my feeling
is that if QSLs were not required for awards,
the number sent and received, would drop
dramatically. I had felt for some years, that
it would be nice to exchange the data
electronically wherever possible,
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The whole ensemble is shown in Figure C.

In summary, I have enjoyed the various
trips, the CEPT system being most
welcome. For travelling the rig goes in my
carry-on bag, in a convenient cardboard box
to which I have taped foam tiles as a little
protection, the ATU, PSU, paddle, log book,
headphones and antenna components all go
in the Samsonite suitcase. Incidentally I
only use CW on hols, it's much more
sociably acceptable. The paddle is a
Bencher which I have re-mounted on piece
of nylon the same thickness as the original,
heavy base. The ubiquitous 131u Tack

Figure C
The Titanex ready for erection

Blonex antenna

Back goy peg

Bred guy peg

will be loose, the two side sets will be
taut and the back set will be attached to
the gin pole.

Proceed as follows:
1. With the antenna completely constructed
and attached to the bottom bracket of its
base, align the guy pegs so that one is
directly under the antenna, one is
directly behind it and two are either side
of it. All pegs should be the same
distance, 10m according to the manual,
from the antenna base. This is easily
achieved by looping a piece of rope
around the base, measuring out 10m and
tying a knot at that point. It is then a
simple matter of walking it around to
each point and locating the peg using the
knot. Make sure that the side pegs are at
90 degrees to the front and back pegs.

5. Attach one end of your pulley system to
the end of the gin pole and the other end
to the back guy peg. Adjust it so there is
enough slack between the pulleys for the
gin pole to be swung into the vertical
position.

7. You should now be able to gently pull
the antenna up, using the pulleys. As
the antenna starts rising, check that it
stays roughly straight, up to the top guy
position. Beyond the top guys, the mast
will flex considerably but it will come to
no harm.

3. Tie the front set of guys to the front peg
(i.e. the one that is under the antenna
when it is on the ground). To determine
the correct length, just take each guy in
turn to either the left or the right peg,
pull it taut and using the length so
obtained, tie the guy to the front guy
Peg.

8. Because the antenna weight is almost
balanced by that of the gin pole, you will
not need to pull very hard. About half
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I hope that the above might encourage
others to take a little rig on their holidays, it
really is quite easy, enjoyable and provides
ones partner with some free time for
reflection or light reading!!

Tales of a Titanex
John Lin ford, G3WGV (g3wgv@aol.com )
antenna to Cumbria in the first place.

When I moved to my new QTH in Cumbria,
an early challenge was to get some metal in
the sky and get back on the air. With 1.5
acres of field to play with, it seemed natural
to look at improving on the LF antennas that
had been able to muster in Berkshire.

6. Swing the gin pole into the vertical
Depending on your base
position.
arrangements for the gin pole, you may
also need to peg out the gin pole to
either side for stability. Be careful: 10m
of thick wall scaffolding is quite heavy
and awkward for one person to
manoeuvre — this is probably the hardest
part of the whole job!

2. Tie one set of three guys (20ft, 40ft and
60ft) off to the left peg. The guys
should be taut but not too tight. Repeat
for the right peg.

secures this to the operating surface .1 have
never been stopped or questioned at airports
regarding any of this, being all prior to
September 11 of course. I think that from
now on it will all have to go into the
suitcase. A continental power adapter is
necessary in EU of course and I have a
separate power lead for the US. The mains
have always been satisfactory, in Greece
however no mains earth is provided and
touching metal parts of the rig usually gives
a shock, and that is my excuse for some
sometimes shaky keying, which has nothing
to do with the ouzo, metaxa, Madeira,
Amber Bock or Miller Genuine Draft.

were about 10 feet and mostly vertical at
that. Contacts with EU were virtually
impossible but 599 plus from South
America/Africa. For the second visit I
phoned the holiday complex and requested a
top floor apartment, no trouble, but
unfortunately the ground sloped north at
about 45 degrees and the mountain top was
about 60 degrees so propagation just as bad

4. Using the same method, described
above, find the lengths for the back guys
and tie at those points to the top of the
gin pole. Because the gin pole is the
same length as the distance from base to
guying pegs, this ensures that the rear
guys will be of proper length once the
antenna is vertical. All 12 guys should
now be tied off. The front set of three

is more than adequate and uses relatively
little rope. It's worth investing in decent
rope that won't twist under strain. I got all
my requirements from a ship's chandlers for
around £50.

Mike's people tried various delivery routes
but the 2011 long tube that the Titanex
comes in was just too long for all the usual
delivery services to handle. It looked like
we'd have to get a specialist haulier in on
the job and that was going to cost at least
£100. Ah, the vicissitudes of living in the
far-flung reaches of the nation!

What antenna to go for?

•

After a lot of debate, I eventually settled on
the 87ft Titanex V160. Mike, G3SED's
Nevada Communications near Portsmouth
imports these impressive antennas and Mike
was most helpful in advising which antenna
to go for, together with sharing his own
personal experiences of them. I also
collected two items of perceived wisdom
about the Titanex:

Now, I drive an Omega, which is a bit over
15ft long. With 2ft 6in overhang, front and
back, I could cart the antenna on the roof
rack, couldn't I? The biggest difficulty with
this theory was that the roof rack bars could
only be spaced a maximum of about 4ft
apart, leaving most of the length of the
antenna unsupported. Worse, the Titanex
packing tube is far from rigid, being merely
thick cardboard!

1. It is not possible for a single person to
erect a V160
2. The top section (27ft of it, un-guyed) is
a bit frisky in the wind!
The first challenge, however, was to get the
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The solution turned out to be simple: 1 also
had a couple of 20ft scaffold poles that 1
wanted to transport up north, so I lashed
these to the Titanex tube. This made the
whole thing a lot more rigid. I then solved
the support issue by tying the front and back
down to the car's respective towing hitches.
This made for a stable mounting and an
uneventful, if somewhat slower than usual
350-mile journey from Portsmouth to
Cumbria.

position, even when the wind dies down.
This is shown in Figure B.

Single-handed erections
The next problem that I had to resolve was
whether it was possible to get the antenna
up single-handed. Well, counter to received

The only way out of this situation is to undo
the taut, up-wind guy, let the antenna spring
vertical again, and then retension the guy. This occurs
rather easily with three-point
guying, with winds around
50mph. It can also happen
even with four-point guying;
at least it can in Cumbria.

Guying matters
The Titanex is quite a light, some might
even say flimsy, antenna. At the base, the
tubing is about 2.5 inches in diameter,
narrowing progressively to around half an
inch at the top. The titanium alloy
construction means that it is extremely
strong but it is also very flexible. As
supplied, the antenna is guyed three ways, at
two points approximately 40ft and 60ft
above ground. Kevlar rope, just 2mm in
diameter, is supplied for the guys, together
with some rather nifty aluminium
turnbuckles. The steel guying pegs are only
about 18in long.

It's true what they say about the Titanex
flexing in the wind! Mike SED put it very
succinctly: "I thought I bought a vertical,
not an inverted L!". When the wind really
blows, the top section bends over, right the
way to horizontal in a gale. The natural flex
of the Titanium alloy causes the middle
section to bow in the opposite direction, i.e.
into the wind, as shown in Figure A.
Eventually, this middle section bow
becomes so acute that the upper set of guys
is no longer supporting the antenna at all —
the guys are completely slack!

It turns out that this construction does not
quite pass muster with the high winds that
we get here in Cumbria. It's probably fine
in a relatively low-level location. Mike
G3SED holds stock of the tumbuckles and
Kevlar rope and that, together with a trip to
the local hardware store enabled me to reengineer the guying system somewhat.

What happens next is weird and it took me
some time to understand what was going on.
Because the middle section is now, in effect,
no longer guyed, it bows even more and the
upper guying point moves in an arc,
constrained only by the up-wind guy. Given
enough wind, the upper guying point arcs
down and away from the wind. Now, when
the wind eases, the up-wind guy becomes
taut, holding the antenna severely bowed
over down-wind. The lower section snaps
across into the wind and the entire antenna
becomes bowed, like a banana. Because the
up-wind guy is taut (very taut in fact!), the
antenna cannot spring back to its vertical

Here's what 1 did.
Firstly, three-point guying really is not
adequate in high wind areas. Stability is
greatly improved by four-point guying; in
addition, it makes it far easier to get up and
down (see later).
Each set of guys is attached to a single
eyebolt and this is barely satisfactory even
with three-point guying. With four-point
guying, the antenna really needs two
eyebolts arranged at 180 degrees to one
another. I simply drilled another hole in
line with the existing one and about tin
lower to accommodate the second eyebolt.
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Figure EL
monk In gale lace wind

Wind direction

The fix for this odd problem is
a little counter intuitive. You
would tend to think that
another set of guys is required
above the present top set, say
at 75ft or so. In practice, the
thin alloy used at the top of the
antenna is so flexible that it
just bows in the first puff of
wind and the same problem
remains.
In fact, the solution seems to
be another set of guys below the lower set,
at the 20ft mark. By guying at this level,
considerable additional stiffness is added to
the lower and middle sections, enough to
prevent the area around the top set of guys
from bowing far enough to snag. So far,
this approach has stopped the inverted L
syndrome!

wisdom the answer is yes, it is possible and
here is how you do it.
Firstly, I must emphasise that this method
will only work with four-way guying. If
you stick to the original three-way system
then none of the guys are taut as the antenna
is going up. Consequently, it flops around
in a horizontal arc, which apart from being
potentially dangerous will probably damage
the base mount.

Finally, I looked at the rather diminutive
steel guying pegs supplied with the Titanex
and concluded that I wanted something a
little more substantial. I have no real
evidence that the pegs aren't up to the job
but I feel a whole lot more comfortable with
four 30in long heavy-duty angle iron stakes,
especially in soft, rain-sodden ground!

You need 10m or so of thick-wall scaffold
pole to form a "gin pole". 10m turns out to
be a magic number, because the weight of
that length is more or less the same as the
weight of the Titanex antenna. It is also the
same length as the guying distance and that
makes the guying much easier, as we will
see later.

The results? Before I added the extra
guying, winds of 50mph and above would
result in the antenna snagging and looking
like the decidedly non EU-standard banana
shown in Figure B. With the four-point
guys at 20ft, 40ft and 60ft, it is completely
stable and has survived wind gusts of
75mph (I told you it gets windy in
Cumbria).

Next, you need some sort of base that will
hold the bottom of the gin pole in place and
allow it to swing through 90 degrees.
Finally, you must have a pulley system that
allows you to pull the gin pole down (and
therefore the antenna up) in a controlled
manner. A pair of two wheel pulley blocks
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XT2DX Contest DXpedition (Page 54)

Sonsorol Island DXpedition T88SI (Page 22)

The bus - fully-loaded!
Preparing antennas for T88SI (with locally-made mast)

Up goes the 20m beam on the hotel roof
IV

Derek G3KHZ, Nando IT9YRE and Maury IZ1CRR with the islanders

MJOC Single Band 15m Operation (CQ WW Phone) (Page 46)

A Long Way From Anywhere - 8Q7SL (Page 23)

Our Editor Don G3XTT - Not just a man of words!

The island of Lohifushi (foreground). 8Q7SL was located
on the shore at the right-hand edge of the photo.

t

Don, hard at work, with a watt or two and Werthers for that dry throat

The Butternut HF6 vertical located behind the bungalow.
To the left, in the background, is the lagoon (looking north-east).
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