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ke it EASY to buy the BEST!
rnique' CHEQUESPREAD scheme to pay over
or months INTEREST FREE!
Simply divide the price (including carriage) into 3 equal payments.
Write 3 cheques dated in consecutive months starting with today's date.
Write your telephone number, cheque card No & expiry date on the back of each cheque.
Post them to us, enclosing your name & address & we will (subject to status) send your goods immediately.

OST UP TO DATE INFO VISIT OUR WEBSITE: vvvvvv.neva • a.CO.0

TRADE IN YOUR EXISTING HF RADIO FOR
THE NEW FT-1000MP Mk V
and pay the balance by either

CHEQUESPREAD - up to 6 months INTEREST FREE!
FINANCE - up to 2 years repayments (apr 19.9%)
CALL MICK OR GRAHAM NOW FOR FULL DETAILS
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Kenwood's TS-8705 gives you something called an Intelligent Digital Enhanced
Communications System.
Or to put it another way, you can talk to someone halfway round the world and it'll
feel like they're in the room with you.
If you've never tried a digital lip transceiver before, you won't believe just how well

the TS-870$ can find a signal that's almost buried in noise_ And because It's made
by Kenwood, reliability can be taken for granted, too.
Features? High frequency DSP for post-IF signal processing, high-speed PC control,
automatic antenna tuner, a built-in K1 LogiKey for a full range of CW operations
features, 100 memory channels...and that's just a taste. Your nearest dealer has the full
specification.
Best of all, the IS-870S gives you all thisat a price that's amazing value. So you can
talk to the world without getting any interference. Even from your bank manager.
For more information on the TS-8705 phone 01923 212044.

KENWOOD

YAE SU
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

FEATURES
220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

•

1000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @

•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The World's First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D, FT-1000MP, FT-920,
FT-990, FT-900C/AT

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm (16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000

Please note: VL-1000 and VP-1000 are not sold separately.

YA_E S 1LT
Yaesu UK Ltd, Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire 5023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.
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£0.75
RG213 Mil spec (/m)
£0.35
RG58stranded core(/m)
£0.40
RG174 miniature (/m)
£0.70
450 ohm slotted twin
£0.65
300 ohm slotted twin
£0.30
75 ohm twin (400Watts)
£0.25
l6swg H/D copper (/m)
£0.60
Polyprop egg insulator
£0.75
Ribbed poly. Insulator
£3.25
Dipole centre box
£3.00
Dipole centre "T" piece
£0.65
PL259 for RG213
£0.65
PL259/6 for RG58
£1.95
S0239 in line socket
£1.50
BNC 50ohm plug RG58
£1.95
N plug 50ohm RG213
" rt. Angled
£2.50
" "
£1.95
N plug 50ohm RG58
£3.50
PL259/PL259 1m lead
(Ns and BNC have captive pins-mostly
Greenpar Macam)
£1.50
8 pin mic plug
£2.50
8 pin mic line receptacle
£8.50
8 pin mic 1m extn. lead
£0.25
RJ45 plug
£0.50
RJ45 plug (CAT 5)
£0.20
2.5mm mono jack plug
£0.25
3.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm stereo j. plug
£0.60
£0.85
3.5mm stereo scrnd jp
£0.65
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Red/Black twin power cables
8 Amp £0.35 20Amp
£0.55/111
VAT included - P&P extra
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Keys and Keyers

R A Kent
Pump kit
Pump assembled
KT1 "pro" pump
Twin paddle kit
"
" assembled
Single paddle kit
" assembled
EK4 iambic keyer
EK4M memo keyer
EK4 memory upgrade
Iambic keyer kit
Touch twin keyer kit
"

£43.50
£56.50
£65.50
£56.50
£69.50
£48.50
£59.50
£47.50
£73.50
£29.50
£15.00
£27.90

Swedish Pump Key
Pederson DK1000

£99.95

Bencher
BY1 twin (black base)
BY2 twin (chrome)
ST1 single (black)
ST2 single (chrome)

£79.95
£89.95
£79.95
£89.95

Logikey
K3 keyer
Superkeyer 3 kit

£129.95
£59.95

Samson
ETM SQ twin paddle
ETM9C X3 keyer - with built
in paddles

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20 APRIL

Feeders, cable, connectors

G3TUX

£39.95
£129.95

ETM9C X3 fitted with Schurr
Paddles

£199.95

ETM9COG X3 keyer without
Paddles
£109.95
NB Samson ETM9 keyers use the SK3 chip

Schurr
l'ruti twin paddle

£129.95

Portabel "midi" twin
Twin mechanism without

£119.95

Base

£74.95

Twin mechanism for ETM
Keyers (ETM5 on)

Pump mahogany base

£79.95
£139.95

Spares for keys stocked and repairs undertaken
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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.
PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.
KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.
RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.
REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.
PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£6.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Shaun Jarvis MOBJL
11 Charnwood Way,
Langley,
Southampton,
Hants SO45 1 ZL
UK

As anticipated, this issue will appear
somewhat later than usual, due to the
absence of several of your Committee
members who were otherwise engaged in
the Comoros (and your President, who is
currently in New Zealand!).
Hopefully you will all have managed to put
some new ones in the log since the last
Digest. Although there were some casualties
(the CEOX DXpedition hit unexpected
problems with their transport and had to
abandon their plans, the YK9A team arrived
without some of their gear and short of
operators, Peter & Paul Rocks and Conway
Reef both experienced horrendous weather
conditions which cut their operations short),
February gave us probably the greatest feast
of DX that has ever been seen in a onemonth period. What's more, the propagation
gods smiled too. From D68 we more than
doubled the previous record for 10m QSOs
by a DXpedition, and on my arrival home I
was delighted to find that Conway, Rotuma,
FW, ZKI and T32 were all being worked
from the UK on 10 and 12m. As I write this,
3G0Y and BQ9P are in full flow and doing a
great job, and both have given me new band
slots. ZK2BQI (I6BQI), ZP5/DK7PE (a
welcome reappearance by Rudi after a
longish absence) and others are also active.
Truly, these are good times to be a DXer!
Datamodes

From D68C we made over 4,000 RTTY
QSOs, a new DXpedition record, but also
over 1,000 PSK QSOs. This mode really
does appear to have taken off in a big way,
presumably because it is easy to download
suitable software and instructions from the
Internet, and most of us now have a PC with
sound card, which is essentially the only

hardware required. Several of the D68C
operators who had never before used the
datamodes before were happily working
RTTY and PSK at rates approaching
100/hour, a testament to how user-friendly
the software has become.
If you haven't given the various datamodes a
try, then why not do so? Most expeditions
now include RTTY, if not the other
datamodes, and the new challenge may give
your DXing a whole new lease of life! And
if you are "aerially challenged", or have
power restrictions due to EMC problems or
whatever, you may well be surprised at what
is achievable. PSK is so incredibly clever
that the PC can often extract perfect or nearperfect copy even when no signal is audible,
with the result that even a modest station
can work rare DX (helped by the fact that
the pile-ups are somewhat less than on other
modes and the nature of the animal is that
tens of PSK signals can exist in the
passband of an SSB filter and still not
trespass on each other).
Thanks
As always, 1 am indebted to all who have
contributed this time. Your letters and
feedback are very welcome, especially those
with news of your operating activities. And I
am especially grateful to John G3LAS who
responded very rapidly to my comment
about how it would be nice to have some
software reviews, and has compiled a very
comprehensive review of Prolog. Hopefully
this will prompt some of you who favour
other programs to share your views and
experiences.
Please note that we are back to the usual
deadline for next time.
73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Having just returned from the D68C
Comoros DXpedition I thought I'd jot down
a few points of interest to UK DXers and
DXpeditioners. There will be plenty of time
in due course to write up the complete story
of the DXpedition.
When we returned from the Spratly 9MOC
DXpedition in February 1998, we were very
disappointed when we visited many UK
clubs that most members did not hear us
and, if they did, they felt that they would not
be able to break the pile-ups. This was
despite the fact that 9M0C at that time was
the fourth largest DXpedition ever, based on
the QSO count.
We decided that next time we must do much
better. After several false starts we
identified the Comoros as a potential
location with good paths to Asia, Europe
and North America. It was semi-rare,
particularly in Asia and North America. The
reaction from some of the UK's Big Guns
was interesting, "Why the Comoros?— Most
DXers have that on most bands". 168,731
QSOs later, we can demonstrate the fallacy
of that argument!
In order to get to the Little Pistols, we
decided on the following strategy:
•

•
•

•

We would be loud everywhere. This
meant having mono-banders on every
band and getting them up high. Many
were at 40 feet, very close to the sea, but
on top of a small cliff giving an effective
height of around 60 feet ASL. We had
four elements on most bands and six
elements on 10m.
We would operate for nearly three
weeks covering three full weekends.
We would have at least six high power
stations. This would enable us to
allocate a station to a specific band for
most parts of the day.
We would examine the propagation
charts very carefully and exploit every
potential opening.

Having decided on a strategy we promoted
the DXpedition in several ways:
•
•
•
•

Through very comprehensive Web pages
Through a well produced brochure to
DX clubs world-wide
Through marketing bulletins
We also wrote an article for the "Down
to Earth" section of RadCom entitled
"Working D68C — a 'How To' Guide."

All these initiatives had a tremendous
impact resulting in 13,689 contacts with UK
stations and 3,452 UK uniques, a staggering
figure! Our article had explained some of
the basics for working a DXpedition — best
times and bands, working split frequency,
suitable aerials etc., and it really seemed to
catch the imagination of many UK amateurs.
I personally spoke to around 40 who
commented along the following lines "We
read the article and decided to have a go,
I'm using the sloper just as you described
it". Some Gs said that D68C was their first
DX contact, others dusted off their rigs and
had a go. This gave a tremendous kick to the
team and generated a feeling of real
confidence in the future of amateur radio in
the UK.
The Nevada Comoros Trophies also created
much interest amongst the Big Guns, the
Little Pistols and the UK clubs. We got
many requests such as for FM on 12m,
PSK31 on 40m but we stuck rigidly to our
announced plan. It was amazing how
quickly some stations worked us on 18+
band-slots. It was also interesting to see how
the uniques developed - quickly at first, then
a real slow-down as people collected bandslots and, finally, a rapid escalation to
45,315 uniques as stations worked us for the
first time during the last week of the
DXpedition.
There is a message in all this for potential
DXpeditioners. Your destination does not
need to be very rare but you do need to put
out strong signals and to be on the right

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
3E500: special prefix (Panama)
till 31/03
EM I HO: Galindez Island (AN-006)
till 2002
FOOCLA: French Polynesia and Australs by F2HE
till August
0E75: special prefix (Austria)
till 31/12
P4OMR: Aruba (SA-036) by VE3MR
till April
RUOLM/O: Shikotan Island (AS-062)
till April
YJOBQI (?): Vanuatu by I6BQI
to 06/04
JA6GXK: Me-shima, Danjo Islands (AS-056)
to 30/03
3W: Vietnam by F5PBL
to 30/03
22/03-26/03 KHO/JM 1 LRQ: Saipan (OC-086)
24/03-25/03 II1TQ (scout station)
24/03-25/03 JW8G: Svalbard by JW9IY and JW9GY
28/03-02/04 PJ6/PA3G10/m: Saba (NA-145)
30/03-11/04 J3/VVIHEO & J3/W5PF: Grenada
21/03-25/03 ZD8K: Ascension by GW4BVJ, GOWMW, GWOANA
31/03-12/04 ZD7K: St. Helena by GW4BVJ, GOWMW, GWOANA
10/04-17/04 C56VL by G3TKN
14/04-21/04 F5SGI/p: Yeu Island (EU-064)
14/04-20/04 OHO/DL2SWW and OHO/DL2VFR: Aland Islands (EU-002)
19/04-26/04 V73E: Enewetak Atoll (OC-087) by V73ZZ and others
20/04-22/04 Visalia Convention
International Marconi Day
21/04
21/04-23/04 MMOBQI/p: Summer Isles (EU-092)
21/04-28/04 SM7/DL2SWW and SM7/DL2VFR: Oland Island (EU-037)
21/04-24/04 V K9ML: Mellish Reef (OC-072) by VK4s
23/04-08/05 VP8SDX: Falkland Isis (SA-002) by GMs
24/04-08/05 Chesterfield Islands by F2CW and others
29/04-04/05 ZKINDS & ZKINFK: OC-0 13 (South Cooks)
from mid-Apr 7Z I AC: Saudi Arabia by W5FJG
April
E29AL: Tarutao Island (AS-I26)
April
IROMA: special station
03/05-06/05 JA4FHE/4: Oki Islands (AS-041)
03/05-06/05 JA4PXE/6: Mejima (AS-056) 513
04/05-06/05 JI6KVR/6 and JA6IEF/6: Uji-jima (AS-067)
05/05-18/05 3B6RF: Agalega (AF-001)
05/05-11/05 ZKINDS & ZKINFK: OC-014 or OC-159
12/05-19/05 IA5: Elba (EU-028) by ON4BBA and others
18/05-20/05 Dayton Hamvention
31/05-10/06 JW: Prins Karls Forland (EU-063)
08/06-10/06 Ham Com 2001 (Arlington, TX)
29/06-01/07 Ham Fest 2001: Friedrichshafen (DL)

coXc
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amongst some of the brethren.
So then the scores on the doors were as
follows: CW 'A' Team
Call
G4BUO
G3RTE
G4DJX
G3XTT
G3BJ

QSOs
269
263
256
254

250
Total

Points
2690
2630
2560
2540

2500
12,920

CW 'B' Team
Call
GOCKP
GOOPB
GOWAT
G3WPH

QSOs
241
218
193

Points
2410
2180
1930

172

1720

Total

8240

SSB 'Only' Team
Call
G4BUO
G3RTE
GOCKP

QSOs
248
244

Points
2480
2440

200

2000

Total

6920

I'm sure will agree quite a showing...
although now I think of it, just like the BBC
ads for the Radio Times, I feel I should
mention that of course plenty of other nonCDXC teams did well...however they didn't
send me any write-ups!

Here's to 2002 and even more CDXC
entrants.

As a postscript to this I mentioned in my
pre-AFS team member drumming- up spiel
that it would be great if members who lived
other than within the hallowed 50 mile
circle surrounding G3NUG's QTH could
compete as other CDXC teams...on further
consultation this may not be quite as simple
as I had first thought (within the existing

rules)... still there is almost a full year to, in
best exam question traditions, 'Compare
and contrast' and see about the possibilities
of opening up AFS team selection beyond
the Watford Gap.

And so to bed...
That's about it for another CDXCNQC...
rather than wheel out the traditional
columnist's plea for more articles I will sign
with some words from Maury (W3EF /
GOUHK ) on contributing the ARRL DX
CW feature...
'Hope this is useful. I enjoyed writing it'
Well Maury it is, and we enjoyed reading it
as you enjoyed writing it...
We would like to hear from anyone who has
something to contribute to the contesting
column, some knowledge to share and/or a
story to be told...your public really do want
to know.
As well as the satisfaction of being a
published author... just think of the
Grandchildren's happy, happy little faces as
they say Granddad/Grandmother (delete as
appropriate) 'Tell us again the story of how
you were once published in the CDXC
Digest's QRZ Contest Column' ....you will
probably enjoy writing it as well...go on you
know it makes sense!
This column was put together in a slight
post-BERU daze on my part...The
Commonwealth Contest being part
knowledge of propagation, part skill, and
large part wisdom of the contest and its
peculiarities gained over many years...as I
sat hammering away at it this weekend
wondering why I was perhaps not doing
quite as well as some, I remembered an old
Welsh saying that is as apt for BERU as for
many contesting endeavours...
'All wisdom must be paid for with pain'

73 tu, Paul, GOWAT

bands at the right time. If you are only on
the air for a single weekend and achieve
around 20/30,000 QSOs you will not be
giving many stations an all-time new one
although hopefully some will gain some
new band-slots.
Operating Procedures
All team members were briefed to identify
themselves at least every 2 to 3 QSOs. This
seemed to work well and was particularly
important, as there were 12 other
DXpeditions active at the same time.
'Persistence' was another key message.
Keep on trying to get that station that you
heard with a partial or full call into the log
and ignore other callers until you have done
SO.

But most important of all was the way we
worked split frequency. Even at the start
with huge pile-ups we never used more than
15kHz on SSB and much less on CW. Yet
we heard other DXpeditions using 50-100
kHz and wiping out much of the band. This
is poor operating, unnecessary and selfish
and is to be deplored. Most of our splits
were 5 to 10kHz and, if we found we were
clashing with another DXpedition, we
simply moved frequency and got on with it.
With loud signals and the DX Clusters this
was not a problem.
After a week or so, we sometimes listened
on a single frequency and achieved rates
well in excess of 200 QSOs per hour. We
then started working simplex; it was
interesting to note how the pile-ups then reemerged. Many operators do not like
working split frequency even if they have

the kit to do so. We never worked by
numbers. With good kit and good ears this is
completely unnecessary and causes great
frustration amongst the DX community. If
you use radios designed for mobile working
with poor selectivity then you will have
problems dealing with a major pile-up. It
really is worth investing in a decent radio.
With the launch of the MP MkV, secondhand MPs will be becoming increasingly
available at reasonable prices. And of course
there are other brands.
Another technique we used was to call for
"the M5". Sure enough because we were
loud, the pile-up would stand by and often
there would be an M5 calling. This worked
again and again. In fact, we used to work
strings of five Gs at a time — the pile-up
allowing us to do this. There were other
interesting aspects of the operation —
PSK31, FM on 10m, working the UK and
US Novices and the US Generals. We tried
to accommodate everyone.
There is much more to tell about the D68C
operation. A huge amount of planning and
logistics was involved together with some
fascinating technology and lots more. More
about this later. For the time being if you are
planning a DXpedition the message is:
•
•
•
•
•

Be loud, with the best antennas possible.
Be on the right bands at the right time.
Take decent transceivers.
Work split using no more than 10/15
kHz on SSB and less on CW
Don't work by numbers.

FOR SALE
Linear Amp UK Explorer 1200. A contest winner. Excellent condition. £1000.
ZX Yagi 4 el 10m beam. Never assembled. £120.
Telephone Chris Burbanks 0115 937 6441 or E-mail g3sjj@btintemet.com

shack. By Tuesday morning Justin and I
had produced a log file for John, G3WGV,
to import into the expedition log (at which
point we found out about the uniques
mentioned above). By Thursday I was on a
plane back to the UK. But despite its rapid
passing, this is one contest I will not soon
forget. Thanks to all who participated and
to all who worked us. As Dave, G4BUO,
said when I called him during an idle
moment in the contest, "Hey, it's nice to be
called by REAL DX!" Right Dave...almost
as nice as being it! Our summary sheet
appears below: -

Secretary's Update
Shaun MOBJL
A very warm welcome to the following new members:

Call

Worked

Name

Location

DL7AKC
GOGFG
GOCKP
IN3SUI
MWOCRI

300+
102
300
250
200+

Jens Sperling
Mark Hill
Steve Knell
Riccardo Isnenghi
David Marston

Berlin
Co.Durham
Kent.
Trento.
Pembs.

POSTBAG
From David G5HY: Dear Don, I read with
interest your Editorial in the January 2001
edition and I must say that I agree
completely with Ian G3TMA in his views.
I would be willing to accept that those
amateurs fortunate enough and/or rich
enough to have acquired a "super station"
are indeed entitled to be called "big guns".
However I cannot accept that all the rest of
us with normal 100-watt stations and dipole
antenna systems should be consigned to a
second-class world under descriptions such
as "little pistols". This is at best insulting
and at worse derogatory and mean-spirited.
Personally, it took me many years of
operating at odd times, winkling out rare
DX and tail-ending other QSOs to reach 125
confirmed DXCC countries and my next
target is 150. Maybe with a couple of
kilowatts and a tower I could have done it
over a CQ-WW weekend, but I got a hell of
a lot more satisfaction from my
achievement.
Some time ago I attended a lecture on a
DXpedition where the majority of the
thousands of stations contacted were
described sneeringly as "the G5RV
brigade". This was said in a very
dismissive way, but what would be the
result if the "G5RV brigade" decided that
they didn't want to work these expensively
planned, faultlessly executed expeditions to
the other side of the globe? What CDXC
members would want to ship tonnes of kit
10000 miles across the world, just to work

500 or so "big guns"?

ARRL

Please Ian, by all means call a big station a
"big gun" — but let's have no more "little
pistols".

CONTEST

Previous Africa multi-single record 3.3 M
by EA4KR/EA8 in 1993

superb
article
Thanks
for
a
Maury...considering the amount of time that
you did not have propagation to US/VE
those keys and keyboard must have been red
hot during your 'ON' time...well done
OM's...
And now something from me...those of you
who have either a good memory or a high
boredom threshold will remember that I
mentioned that I would pen something on
giving a talk on contesting to your local
club...well I've had second thoughts (wait
for it, wait for it!...put the bunting away just
for now) and may he approaching this item
in a slightly different format in the next
issue.

DX

INTERNATIONAL

Call: D68C Category:

2.7 M by V51Z in 1997

Multi Two

Power: High Power Band: All Band
With best regards, David G5HY
Comoros

Mode: CW Country:
From Robert G4KTI: I am not surprised that
your "little pistol" remark resulted in a
resignation. I too was somewhat incensed.
For me, the term had all the resonance
associated with a disreputable pop group!
As the owner of a half-size G5RV at about
20ft over a half-tennis-court-sized garden I
feel that a less abrasive description for the
territorially-disadvantaged would be kinder.
How about "aerially-challenged" or, perhaps
"unlanded gentry"???
73 Robert G4KTI
(Robert, thanks for your feedback. I love the
"unlanded gentry" suggestion. However, in
response to both you and David above, I
hadn't realised the "little pistol" phrase
could cause such offence — it has been
widely used for several decades now,
without any connotations of being offensive
to my knowledge. But, picking up on
David's point, I do admit some sympathy
with whoever it was who referred to the
"G5RV brigade". For some time I have
been fighting a battle against the ubiquitous
G5RV. When Louis, G5RV, developed this
antenna it was a huge step forward from
other multi-band designs, and also well

BAND

QSO

QSO
PTS

STATE/
PROVINCE

160

3

9

3

80

118

354

36

40

557

1671

56

20

1227

3681

59

15

1128

3384

58

10

1521

4563

58

TOTAL

4554

13,662

270

GRAND
TOTAL

For now I will take you back in
history...way back...so far hack it's B.C.
(Before Comoros)...

RSGB Affiliated Societies Contest
Paul Brice-Stevens GOWAT
AFS has long been considered in the big
league RSGB contest calendar, attracting a
large following. It is both a test of the
individual's skills and those of the whole
'team' as well.

3,688,784 POINTS

CDXC has traditionally done well in this
sphere, fielding teams with more than a fair
sprinkling of the country's contesting might
...however in 2000 (due to many factors), it
was a case of 'Strength in depth, but not in
numbers'... This year was slightly different,
a bit of pre-publicity in the CDXC QRZ
Contest Column (a good read so I hear,
Column Editor's a bit of a waffler tho')
managed to drum up quite a few more
op's;...in the end we managed two teams
for the CW leg and one for the SSB;... there
would have been more for the SSB but for
bouts of raging D68'itis and galloping flu

All reports sent were 59(9), unless otherwise
noted.
Operator List: G3VMW G3XTT G4TSH
W3EF DL7AKC UT8LL MODXR
Equipment Description: SHINY NEW
YAESU RADIOS AND BIG ANTENNAS
ON THE BEACH
Club Affiliation: Comoros Contest Club /
FSDXA / CDXC
N.B.: Previous Africa Multi-Two record
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15, 20 and 40 from as early as 0200z to as
late as 1800z, in practice we only made a
few LP QSOs, all on the first morning on
15m, and real activity did not pick up again
until about 1 130z. Then there was the welltimed flare on Sunday, which delayed the
bread-and-butter daytime opening on the
high bands by about two hours.
(Fortunately, lOm stayed open as a
result...not unlike what happened in CQWW
CW last November.)

skeds actually worked! Perhaps it was
because of the cache of the D6 call, but
having skedded a handful of mults for 2330z
on 3550, we actually knocked off three of
them in three minutes (NS, NF, and WV).
Also at 2357 we were called by K500 for
the AR mult...a last thrill before the final
"TU". Our 80m total of 118 Qs and 36
mutts reflected a difficult path, particularly
to the west coast (well, none at all really!).
Fortunately this was not the case for the
whole trip — a number of openings did occur
but, sadly, not during the contest.

Mutts are like gold in this contest, because
there are a maximum of 63 per band and
several (like Yukon, Northwest Territory,
Labrador and Nunavut) simply did not
appear anywhere. Highlights of the contest
included being called by and moving nice
mults like KE3V V (Washington DC,
surprisingly always a rare one) and VY2OX
(Prince Edward Island) across three bands,
and several new mults calling in in the last
hours of the contest (after none at all
appearing for sixteen hours). We were
desperate for Nebraska on 20, for example.
Then at 2159 ABOFX showed up for the
new one. He was followed at 2202 by
WOUVC and then at 2205 by NIODX. I
guess Nebraskans travel in packs (or maybe
packets!). Except for South Dakota (another
traditional no-show) on 10 and 15, and PEI,
New Brunswick and Manitoba on 40, we
basically swept the top four bands.

Our team of four was augmented and aided
in operating by several other CW contesters:
Victor, UT8LL, Jens, DL7AKC, and Mark,
MODXR, all spelled us for short periods and
added substantially to the overall totals.
Their support, and that of the whole team,
typified the "all for one, one for all"
approach of this unique expedition, which
was undoubtedly the basis for its recordbreaking success.
Results
Forty-eight hours after starting, we had
accomplished our number one goal — a new
claimed record for Africa Multi-Two...by
nearly I million points (see summary sheet
below). We also put to rest the concerns
mentioned earlier: Instead of thousands of
repeat contacts, the contest dredged up
nearly 1000 new uniques, which when
added to the expedition's current totals put
us over the previous record. And instead of
idling much of the equipment and reducing
the expedition's overall rates, we mixed,
matched, and time-sliced antennas and
radios for maximum effect, so that all the
bands stayed in use to other parts of the
world when there was no propagation to
North America. Yes, we were called by
several Europeans while running the contest,
but a quick "WIVE TEST" gave most of
them the message and we had few if any
complaints. (We had also announced our
plans well ahead of time.)

Our problem was the low bands, 80 and
160. Although Europe did well, the
Comoros never saw much of an opening on
top band. We ended up with one QSO
(K9NS) the first night and two (KCIXX and
VEIZZ, the obvious suspects) the second
night. K3LR was desperate to work us on
160. We had just worked KCIXX, who
must have spotted us. K3LR called in on 20,
keen to QSY us to 160. They were there,
and we called them, but for once in this
expedition, it was we who called only not to
be heard. In Don's seasoned judgement, this
hand was a non-starter, so we concentrated
on 80 to end the contest.

By 0100Z on Monday the CCC had
metamorphosed back into the 15 and 40m

Here I am pleased to report that making
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suited to the valve transmitters of the day.
However, I would suggest it is well past its
sell-by date, especially with solid-state
transmitters that like to see a resistive
match. Hence our suggestion in the
"Working D68C" article in RadCom that
the "unlanded gentry" would be much
better off by installing one or more singleband slopers. My case would be, if you are
already disadvantaged by your QTH, why
disadvantage yourself a second time by
using a compromise antenna. At the very
least, feed your '5RV with open wire feeder,
and use an ATU in theshack, so that it
becomes a traditional doublet instead — you
will be amazed at the difference! — ed.)

From Alex G3ZBE: I feel I simply have to

write and express my admiration for the
ongoing D68C operation, the sheer
professionalism shown by this team is an
example of how it should be done. It is so
nice to see the UK up there with the best
when it comes to organising a DXpedition.
The communication with the amateur radio
world via the Web site and the on-line log is
great, gone is the uncertainty "did they copy
me correctly or not?"
The feed back on conditions at their end is
extremely helpful; I am struggling to work
them on the last of the 9 bands (160m). I
don't have a good set up or much power on
topband.
Listening night after night I've only heard
them once, very weakly, on the Sunday
evening of the 18th. I am aware from the
Web site that they were on and trying hard
but were having static problems at the time I
was calling. This encouraged me, because it
meant the problem might not be lack of
signal strength from me. I could still
succeed if they get a good spell at their end.
Without that feed back I would probably
stop trying. There is another week to go. I
don't know if I will succeed on 160m but I
know one thing, if I fail the fault will not be
at the D68C end!

Great job guys! I can't begin to imagine the
huge amount of work it must all be. Many
thanks, you must all be exhausted, you
deserve a medal!
Alex Allan, G3ZBE

From Phil GUOSUP: When my copy of the

January Digest popped through my
letterbox, I was looking forward to a good
read.
Reading the editorial, I was amazed to see
the reference to Ian G3TMA and his
decision to relinquish his membership
because of something Don had written! So
much so, that I had to go and get the
previous edition just to read again what Don
had written that could have been so
controversial. And, for the life of me, I still
cannot see what Ian is so het up about.
I think Don is correct in saying that most of
the big DX chasers are more interested in
the antenna farm, rather than the rigs. With
technology being what it is, I guess many of
the so-called big-guns have good rigs, but
then so do many who aren't! It is almost
commonplace now to find FT 1000MP's in
East European shacks, rather than the old
home-built equipment of a few years ago.
So what does constitute a big gun? I doubt if
it really matters, if you think about it. OK,
there are guys with huge set-ups, such as
Frank W3LPL, and I guess he has great fun,
but some of us don't have the space or the
cash to build such a station. Sometimes, it
comes down to technique, chance, or even
just plain old good luck. At the end of the
day, it isn't the rig that will do it, it is
mainly the antenna! I only wish I could put
up a beam, but I simply don't have the
space. I do have a vertical, but I have not yet
managed to get it set up.
And what if you managed to work each and
every major DXpedition every time?
Wouldn't you get a little immune to the
excitement of it all? Missing a rare one is all
part of the sport, and is part of what pushes
us to try a bit harder next time.

There is no way I can count myself as a big
gun, but I can give some of you a run for
your money!
My station consists of a Yaesu FT900, no
linear, and a simple half-size G5RV up
about 5 metres, and that is it. I really only
work RTTY, but play with other digital
modes, such as Hellshcrieber and PSK, and
have great fun. I have even been known to
dabble on CW, but not for long!
I now have DXCC (all RTTY) with 136
confirmed (and nearly another 50 cards to
add to that total), and I even managed to get
WAZ on RTTY last year, as well as
Millennium DXCC. I have some excellent
DX in my logbook, all worked with the
above station at around 50 to 60 watts. I
participate in most of the RTTY contests
each year, and my call is now known by
many. And I believe that it is partly this
factor that has helped get me through the
pile-ups for the big DXpeditions. For
example, Doug N6TQS was looking for me
whilst at FOOAAA. I have to say that I
didn't make that one, but it was due to
propagation.
Sometimes, it depends on how and when
you call, or even simply being in the right
place at the right time. Towards the end of
1999, I had heard that Jim VK9NS was on
RTTY in the early evenings. On one
particular evening, I decided to watch and
see if he was audible here, and was just
tuning around when I heard the familiar
RYRYRYR that accompanies a RTTY call,
and overjoyed to see VK9NS start to call
CQ. One quick push of a key and I had
called him. He came back to me straight
away, and that was it, I was in the log.
Immediately after that, all hell broke loose,
with many European stations calling me, as
well as VK9NS. It was mayhem for the next
hour or so, but I had made it with my
modest set-up.
Sometimes, it pays to wait a bit, and try
towards the end of the DXpedition, as the
pile-ups are always smaller. Leave the really
big boys to shout it out at the beginning and

wait till you have a better chance. Ian
G3KZR had it right when he said it "lies
more in the antenna farm, and the owner's
grey matter".
I guess the GU call helps me somewhat, as
many need GU on RTTY, despite making
some 10,000 RTTY QSOs over the past few
years!
At the end of the day, it doesn't matter what
equipment you have, it boils down to
whether you enjoy what you do. Use what
you have to the best of your ability, and be
satisfied with your lot!
73 to all de Phil GUOSUP
From John G3LZQ: Hello Don, trust the
D68 trip ended up fb for you. I have not
spoken to Steve (VMW) since he arrived
back. He will be far too busy catching up for
a few days yet.
The confirmed date this year for the
GB7YDX Cluster Users Group Convention
is Saturday 21st April at the same venue as
last year, Cave Castle Golf Hotel and
Convention Centre. It is located 2-miles
East of the end of the M62 in East Yorkshire
and is quite the most spectacular venue for
any convention. We will be self-contained
with own bar, lecture theatre, dining area
etc. No detailed program has yet been
confirmed but I know John (WGV) and
Steve (JVG) hope to do one on D68C. That
could take up the entire afternoon in its own
right.
You probably read elsewhere about the
amazing conditions on 160m during ARRL
CW. I personally did not get on until 0610z
on 17th Feb, but by 0717z had worked 109
US and 2xVE3 across 31 States including
AR MS IA CO MN MO MT UT NV CA
NE. Then on 22nd John GW3JXN worked
T32RD at 0635z. Not a whisper here but I
could hear USA stations working them, so
hung around and at 0656z they popped up
above the noise. I hit them and exchanged
2x 559's (you certainly know how to upset
me John — ed!!). They proceeded to work

a spell on the spotting station) from anyone
else who was interested. Now, however, I
faced a dilemma: I needed one more main
op, and I had to choose from among some of
the best CW and contest operators in the
world! How could I begin to make that kind
of choice, from people many of whom were
better than me, and without causing any ill
feelings?

But as I have already hinted, the contest
effort became a project for nearly half the
D68C team. John configured the laptops
and set up the CT network. Mike, G3SED,
and Don, G3BJ, planned the antenna
allocations and swap-overs, including lots of
extra cabling, with lots of help from Don,
G3XTT, Tony, GOOPB, and others. The
team agreed that we could have the main
antennas for the contest bands during the
contest...at least when there were openings
to North America. By the beginning of the
contest, all the relevant mono-banders and
four-squares, as well as the Titanex vertical,
were patched into the Six-Pack that sat
outside the door to the contest shack
(otherwise known as the 15 and 40 shack,
but labelled "Comoros Contest Club" for the
weekend...see photo).

D68C had been on the air for two days
before I got on a plane to head down to join
them. During that time the pileups were
huge and unwieldy. I had worked them on
five band/mode slots and had listened to the
operators coping very well. But one of the
cw ops was just unbelievable. After every
QSO he picked up the next station on one
call, perfectly, time and again. I worked
him and asked "OP?". "G3VMW" was the
reply. And Steve, despite having been flatout setting up and operating for ten days,
graciously agreed to join the contest team,
although he didn't know me from Adam and
must have thought me terribly disorganised,
if not downright pushy (OK, call it an
American tendency).

Comoros Contesters
I had figured on 3 ops doing most of the
contest. After all, it was what Justin and I
had done for the last three years at G4BUO.
"Optimal under-manning" keeps a crew
tight, and with awareness of all the
developing band positions and the
consequent passing of multipliers crucial, I
wanted a small group that was used to
working together and passing stations, not
merely running them. Early on, we had
signed up inveterate contester Don Field,
G3XTT, with whom we had both worked
before and whose low-band ears are legend.
But England in February is a bit cooler than
the Comoros. After just three days on the
Island, I could easily feel the heat fatigue
which most of the others had already been
coping with for over a week. Our
accustomed contest regimen of eight hours
on / four hours off / eight hours on again
was looking, well, less than realistic. Or
rather, it was looking very far from optimal.
We were going to have to expand from three
to four.

TEST D68C D68C WNE TEST
After a major set-up effort by several of the
team (but especially GOOPB, G3WGV,
G3BJ and G3SED) everything was ready.
In the quiet of the tropical midnight, while
our colleagues in the huts nearby ramped up
the WARC, SSB and 10m FM efforts, out
flew the contest CQ. Don and Justin started
the contest, on 40 and 20 respectively, and
racked up 366 contacts in the first two
hours. We were off!
We were flying for about five hours or so.
However, we soon found out that we were
to face far more down time than we had
hoped, since there was essentially no
propagation to North America for six hours
on Saturday and eight hours on Sunday.
Although the original propagation
predictions suggested we might have
openings to North America as early as
1030z on 28 MHz, and the possibility of
long path openings to W6/7 and VE6/7 on

The FSDXA core team had asked me
several months before whom I wanted for
the contest rota. I had told them Justin, Don
and myself, with cameo visits (and perhaps
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Contest DXpeditioning, in which the game
is to win your category, is a very different
game from full-scale DXpeditioning, in
which the game is (generally speaking) to
work as many stations on as many bands
and modes as possible. The 9MOC team had
decided not to work the ARRL DX CW
contest, since it would have diverted their
efforts from working the whole world for an
entire weekend. They received some
criticism for this, although their decision
was probably the right one given the time
they were on-site and the number of stations
they were running.

Usually it's more complex to build a multimulti station than a multi-two or multisingle. In this case, however, the expedition
was already to be set up as a multi-multi,
with dedicated positions — radios,
amplifiers, computers, and aerials — for each
band, spread across four shacks. Our job
would thus be to turn one of those shacks
into two all-band stations (and a spotting
station) for the weekend. This was a nontrivial task. It would require a lot of contestspecific equipment, as well as the cooperation of the entire team.
Fortunately, we got both, and in ample
supply. By now I've learned that, when
faced with a big task, the first thing to do is
to get help. Thanks to Jay Terleski, WXOB,
and his company, Array Solutions, I
obtained at manufacturer's cost a set of band
decoders (113S-1) and six-band filter packs
(these were on display at Windsor last fall),
as well as one of Jay's famous "Six-Pack"
two-radio, six-antenna switches. Thanks to
Justin and especially to Tony, GOOPB, these
were tested and ready in January, and Justin
hauled them along on the trip to D68
(apparently the customs agents were nonplussed at the suitcase full of gear, but
passed it anyway).

For D68, the core team had decided, with
some misgivings, to make a contest entry.
The team felt that there would be enough
stations running, and enough time on site, to
justify the dedication of substantial
resources to the contest effort. If you know
these guys then it goes without saying that it
would have to he a well-organised, recordbreaking entry or it wouldn't be worth
contemplating. Although these were exactly
my own sentiments, I clearly had my work
cut out for me!
The specific trade-offs about entering the
contest were: I) Would we work too many
stations again in the contest that we had
worked already, making it more difficult for
the "level four and five" DXers to have their
chance? 2) By working only North America
on the main bands during the contest period
(a weekend, of course...prime DXing time),
how many QSOs with the rest of the world
would we forego, and by how much would
we decrease the expedition's overall rates?

John, G3WGV, Justin and I decided that the
best way to run the software and data
comms for the contest was via a separate,
CT-based network with separate laptops.
This was a big step, given that John's
carefully-crafted software and network
hardware, ideally suited to the DXpedition,
were to be identically installed at all the
operating positions. In the but chosen for
the contest, for the duration of the weekend,
we would have to substitute for this optimal
set-up three non-standard laptops with two
serial ports each, the latest version of CT,
separate CW-drive hook-ups and yconnectors for the band data DINs. It was
not lost on us that, once having set this
equipment up, we would have to swap it
into place in the hour or two before the
contest (0100 local) and swap it out again
within an hour after the end (0300 local).

It was with the latter consideration in mind
that the team decided early on not to enter
the multi-multi category. There was simply
too much QSO time to be lost by dedicating
6 stations to the contest effort, even if we
could expect good propagation for long
periods on all six bands (which it turned out
we couldn't). We decided to enter multitwo, as this was the next category down, and
one with which Justin and I were very
familiar.
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several more USA stations but heard no
more EUs or UK.

Penallt Trophy 2001 Results
Ian Capon - GOKRL

Why all the sudden interest in 160m ? Well,
after years of mediocre bits and pieces. I
have run at this QTH with a dipole at about
90ft and worked a few choice bits. But with
my up-coming retirement I was offered a
"thank-you" so I chose to purchase the
V160s. It sits in the middle of the 4-sq for
80/40 with 4-elevated radials but I have toploaded it with wire to dedicate it to 160m
rather than multi-band it. Vic (G4BYG) and
myself have been long time friends and
contest op's so he also has the opportunity to
"Guest operate" when wants a change from
the "big city QRM".

From Phil G3SWH: Just to let you know in
good time that Jan and will be in the
Maldives between 4th and Ilth June 2001. I
have reserved the call 8Q7WH and will be
active as and when I can, CW only on all
bands 40 to 10m.
I will also have lots of IRCs and US $1 bills
for sale as a result of the D68C expedition.
IRCs are £ 0.55 each as usual, but I've
increased the price of US $1 bills to £ 0.70
each. All plus SASE. Cheques payable to P
A Whitchurch.

The results of the Penallt Trophy for this
year are as follows:
•

John Dunnington - G3LZQ = 151
entities

•

Phil Catterall - G4OBK = 67 entities

•

Keith Evans - G3VKW = 65 entities

Congratulations to John who receives the
Penallt Trophy and to Phil who receives the
Tindall Cup.
I would also like to mention the two SWL
entries I received and I will be sending them
certificates in the near future.
•

Bob Treacher - BRS32525 = 126 entities

•

Simon Treacher - RS 177448 = 109
entities

Whilst I realise that due to an error on my
part I was late advertising the event, and this
may have lead to reduced entries this year, I
would like to suggest you ALL make a note
in your Diaries, Personal Organisers or
Knotted Handkerchiefs to make an entry in
next years event.... Please!
73 de Ian GOKRL

73, Phil Whitchurch G3SWH

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. — ed.)
DX Holiday
DX Holiday, "The Ultimate DXpedition
Resource", has moved to a new server. DX
Holiday is a site that lists QTHs around the
world where people have operated on
DXpeditions, and provides information on
how to contact the owners. There is
information on Rent-a-QTHs, Ham Friendly
Hotels, and Club stations. Please change

your links to: www.dxholiday.com . The old
site at http://pages.prodigy.net/k2kw/qthlist
will be decommissioned in the near future.
The response and support for DX Holiday
has been great, with new locations and
information coming in all the time.
In addition, the "Team Vertical" information
on vertical antennas for DXpeditions and
past operations has been moved to my

Beverage

personal site at www.k2kw.com

Antennas

For those interested in the Beverage on
ground, you might enjoy reading two
interviews with Harold Beverage at the
following URL. The on-ground "wave
antenna" was a predecessor to what we now
call a Beverage:

Thanks for all the support! Kenny K2KW
W4DR IS 2000 CLINTON B. DESOTO
CUP WINNER

Bob Eshleman, W4DR, of Midlothian,
Virginia, is the winner of the Clinton B.
DeSoto Cup for 2000. The DeSoto Cup--a
new ARRL award being presented for the
first time--recognises the station that's on
top of the DXCC Challenge List as of
September 30 each year. The Cup will be
presented in May at Dayton's "DX Dinner"
sponsored by the Southwest Ohio DX
Association.

http://swww2.ieee.org/organizations/history
_center/oral_histories/abstracts/beverage 138
ab.html
Click on "Harold Beverage Interview
(March 16-17, 1992)" and "See also
Interview #001, Harold Beverage & H.O.
Peterson (July I, 1968)"
73, Bill W4ZV

After the recent C.C.C. announcement
(Contest Club Cymru) announcement on the
Internet we appear to have another C.C.C.
on the scene in the form of Contest Club
Comoros...Maury takes up their story in

for reminding us that even those small logs
and checklogs make a very useful
contribution.
Now a bit on forthcoming events for your
diary

ARRL DX CW 2001...

April
Sat 7 th 1500-Sun 8th 1500
SP DX Contest (CW)
Sat 7th 1800-Sun 8th 1800
King of Spain Contest CW/SSB
Fri 13th 2300 - Sun 15th 2300
Japan Int. DX Contest, 20-10 m CW
Sat 14th 1500 — Sat 14th 1859

Comoros Contest Club Breaks African
ARRL DX CW M/2 Record
Or

Travels With Justin in Search of America
(W/VE QSOs, that is)
by Maury Peiperl W3EF / GOUHK

EU Sprint Spring SSB (See G4BUO article)
Sat

I was travelling in VE3 and W I in August
when I had an intriguing exchange of emails with Neville, G3NUG: Would I by
chance be interested in participating in a
DXpedition to the Comoros with the Five
Star DXers Association, late of 9MOC?
That one took about two seconds to
decide...subject to the permission of the
boss. This permission was quickly obtained,
as my xyl was on hand and enjoying the
current holiday, and as February seemed a
long way off. What week/s did I want to
come? I figured I could probably just
manage one of the 9-day slots. (Little did I
know most of the guys were going for the
whole 23!) I asked whether the group
would be entering the ARRL DX CW
contest and, if, so, whether I could come for
that week. Yes, I heard back.

21" 1500 — Sat 21' 1859

EU Sprint Spring CW

Eshleman is practically a lifelong DXer and
DXpeditioner. First licensed in 1950 as
W4QCW at age 14, Eshleman says his first
station was a crystal-controlled 6L6
oscillator on 80 meters, a folded dipole
made of 300-ohm TV twin lead and a BC454 military surplus receiver. He
subsequently graduated to grander gear and
much more effective antennas. By 1954, he
had DXCC in the bag (#2037).

DXCC Announces New 17 Meter
Award

DXCC is pleased to announce the addition
of a 17 Meter Single Band DXCC award.
Applications for this award will be accepted
beginning January 2, 2001. 17 Meter DXCC
certificates will be dated but not numbered.
17-meter credits will also count toward the
DeSoto Cup competition for the year 2001.
If you do not know what credits you have on
17 meters, you may contact DXCC for an
update prior to applying. This will help
avoid duplicates and additional costs. If you
have web access and can handle ADOBE
(.pdf) files, contact DXCC at dxcc@arrl.org
for a copy of your record. If you do not have
web access, please send a note to DXCC
along with $1.50 for postage or an SASE
with $1.50 in postage. For further
information, please contact DXCC at
dxcc@arrl.org .

After completing dental school and starting
a family, he soon achieved DXCC Honor
Roll and the first-ever Five Band DXCC,
among other DXCC honours, including the
first single-band DXCC awards on 40 and
10 meters. He credits the 119 countries he
worked in the 1980s and 1990s on 6 meters
as being "probably decisive in winning the
first DeSoto Cup."
Now retired as a full-time dental school
faculty member, he's used the intervening
years "to catch up on the WARC bands"
he'd neglected while chasing DX on 6
meters. He and his wife Rosalie, N4CFL,
are headed for a month's trip to Syria and
Egypt, during which they will be operators
as YK9A. His sons Curtis and Lee both are
licensed, KK4HJ and WA4CSG
respectively.

R7TY by WF1B
RTTY by WFIB now a free program: Just
in time for the ARRL RTTY Roundup
January 5-7, (see the 2001 ARRL RTTY
Round-Up Rules at
http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements
/rtty.html or December QST, page I l 1) Ray
Ortgiesen, WFIB, has changed the way his
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Sat 21st 1500 - Sat 21" 1859
EU Sprint Spring SSB (See G4BUO article)
Sat 21" 1800 - Sun 22"' 1800
Holyland DX Contest CW/SSB
Sat 28th 1300 - Sun 29th 1300
Helvetia DX Contest CW/SSB

ma
Sat 26th 0000 - Sun 27th 2400
CQ WW WPX Contest CW
I am rather unhappy with this format of just
listing out Contests and would welcome
suggestions from members as to whether
they would like to keep this section or see
something in its place...I have started an
attempt at this with the new 'Why don't you
try...' column (featuring Dave G4BUO this
month, but it could be you next issue) ...we
are open to suggestions...P.S. you are not
suffering from déjà vu I have mentioned this
before, but I as I have not had any feedback
and I still believe it could be made more
useful to members I felt I had to mention it
again...I'm sure you are saying at this point
'Doesn't he go on!' ...as I suppose the
answer to that one is 'Yes, guilty as
charged'.

We all have our favourite contests (aside
from the mother of all contests, CQWW),
and ARRL DX CW is mine. I had
participated in win, place and show finishes
in the multi-single, multi-two and multimulti categories in this contest from both the
US (KIVR, W I AF and KYIH) and Europe
(G4BUO for the last three years, alongside
Justin, G4TSH...and of course Dave
himself). Justin, it turned out, was also
going along to D68. Delusions of grandeur
filled my head. I asked: Did they need
somebody to head up this effort'? Would
you look after this please, was Neville's
reply.
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How many of them send in a log?

Almost all of them were happy to respond
and logs were sent in. Overall, we can say
that almost all UK stations who made at
least 400 contacts were included in the
adjudication data-base. Thank you to all
those chaps for their help, and for
responding so quickly.

Few.
A casual participant's log is just as
important, to improve adjudication
accuracy. The contest is better judged, the
results are fairer, the contest then goes from
strength to strength and everyone benefits,
long-term.

This exercise was interesting. Six of the 12
SSB non-entrants but only one of the 16 CW
non-entrants were 'Details withheld' in the
call-book. Four of the 12 SSB non-entrants
were special one-by-one contest calls,
whereas only one of the 16 CW logs was a
one-by-one. I could find an e-mail address
for only four of the 12 SSB non-entrants
whereas II of the 16 CW non-entrants could
be contacted by this much more convenient
method. Eleven of the 12 SSB logs were
sent in. We are still working through the
CW contest, but already several have sent a
log, in just the first day or two after being
approached. Many thanks indeed to
everyone who replied so positively.

Please send in a log, if only a check-log, to
every contest in which more than a handful
of contacts are made. It's part of the game
and will be really appreciated.
CQ World-Wide logs are all entered in to a
data-base and a list is prepared showing the
call-signs of stations who sent in a log.
Another list shows all the call-signs reported
as being worked. To this list is added the
number of times that each different station
was reported as being worked by contestentrants. Each worked call-sign is marked as
an entrant or a non-entrant. They are then
put in rank order, highest first. We then take
an arbitrary cut-off point and finish up with
a list of all non-entrants who were reported
by entrants at least 400 times.

Of course, computer-logging makes this
whole job so much easier for everyone. But
even a paper-log is appreciated by
adjudicators. They have a team in the States
who will type it in for you, as a last resort
rather than leave it out so don't think that it
MUST be a computer-log. The work-load is
large so of course the computer-log is
VERY much preferred. A full contest-entry
is not necessary and Check Logs are still
valuable - even a list of call-signs worked by
band is better than nothing. If you do log
with a computer then PLEASE send in the
log electronically (either by e-mail or a
diskette in the post) - it seems such a waste
of time and effort for someone else to retype
your typing!

This list is circulated to all CQ WW
Committee members, including the thirty or
so International Advisers, who then contact
these non-entrants in their country, to ask
for an entry. So this is a highly-targeted
effort to maximise the number of contacts
that are added to the data-base. This
expanded data-base is then used for
adjudicating accuracy - was the QSO logged
by the non-entrant and was the call-sign
correct?
This exercise has a second major advantage
- missing logs or errors in the list of entrants
are sometimes uncovered when an entrant is
asked for a log and then says that he has
already sent it in. The missing log can then
be replaced before it is too late.

If you have enjoyed the contest, even if only
for a few hours, please send in a log. It's a
way to put a little something back in.
73 de Roger/G3SXW.

For the CQ WW SSB 2000 contest I asked
12 UK non-entrants for logs, and in the CW
leg 16 UK stations. All had been reported at
least 400 times by entrants, some well over
1,000 times. All had made a lot of QSOs!

Roger's point is well macle...if in doubt
send'em in...it's all grist to the mill, thanks
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RTTY contest software is distributed. From
now on, RTTY by WFIB will be available
free via the Internet. Users will pay a fee for
support, however. WFIB is making the
program's source code available and is
soliciting suggested changes from
programmers. For details, visit the RTTY by
WFIB Web page, http://www.wf I b.corn/.

administrators) has been 230 of which there
exists information on my Web pages. In the
DXCC sense the number of entities is much
bigger because many DXCC countries have
one and the same administrator. A good
examples of this is Australia which covers
altogether 9 separate DXCC entities and the
same licensing system applies in principle to
all of them. (In principle because some of
them need also landing permission!)
Summer 1999 US started implementing the
CEPT system and that made everything
much easier for US hams in Europe and it
also gave a possibility for European radio
amateurs to visit US Pacific Islands with the
CEPT license. That explains some of the
recent DXpeditions to KH* countries by
Europeans!

World Wide Licensing Information
available Free-of-Charge on the
Internet

It is now five years ago when I started
creating my Web pages dedicated to radio
amateurs who want to find information
about getting visitor's license in order to
combine traveling and DXing together. In
the beginning the work was mainly about
getting information from various sources to
have enough start-up material from as many
countries as possible. In relatively short time
the number of countries was more than one
hundred (DXCC) and I considered it as a big
and major achievement. Today its 230 and
the pages are voluminous.

My greatest work has been in continuous
updating of the WorldWide Licensing Web
pages. The amount of information on the
pages is enormous and if numbers can tell
something here they are: 165 separate files
having a total volume of plain text 1080
Kbytes (no picture files). To manage it, keep
it in some kind of an order, change the
server from one place to another etc. and to
update it, is a major project. Because all is
taken from my free time and evening hours
it may sometimes take a few weeks until I
have possibility to update the sub-pages.
Nevertheless I have managed quite well and
when the panic has been the greatest the
mental support from the users and ARRL
has given enough encouragement to
continue the work. A free-willing service
like this takes its time and if I cannot do the
updates immediately then they will be done
later on.

The licensing web pages contain all the
necessary information and contacts needed
when you apply a visitor's license. There are
application forms and traveling formation
and also local hints like addresses, contacts,
accommodation and tourist links and similar
helping to guide you to and on the DX spot.
The standard structure of country sub-pages
is the following: address, telephone and fax
number of PTT, paperwork needed, the best
way to get a license, license fee, special call
signs, how long does it take before you can
operate, license restrictions, customs, useful
local contacts, places to operate from, and
notes.

The number of visitors in a year has been
about ten thousand over the past three years,
i.e. 200 visitors per week, which is pretty
good figure but could also be larger if
wanted. Many, many DXpeditions have
used the pages to get initial information for
their DX trips. Many are the individual radio
amateurs who have helped me and ARRL in
getting the new and latest information,
experiences and feedback from the DX

Early 1997 the ARRL got interested in my
pages and they soon started their own
service partly linked to mine. Since the early
beginning we have been collaborating
together and the updating responsibilities of
WorldWide Licensing Web pages are shared
between ARRL and myself. For over two
years the number of countries (license
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spots. Altogether the number of contributors
to my pages is 165 radio amateurs from all
parts.of the world who have helped me in
updating, improving or correcting the
information. For some countries it is very
difficult to get any reliable information at
all. Here a good example is the Former
Soviet Union or Russia and there is simply
at the moment no single source which could
be pointed and told to be reliable.

Veikko Komppa "Veke" OH2MCN,
OH2MCN@sral.fi

Please note that BOTH callsigns MUST be
repeated by BOTH stations.

A New One?

A valid exchange is: "OK2FD de 12UIY 118
Paolo" while "OK2FD 118 Paolo" is NOT a
valid exchange.

This from The Daily DX of 12th March:
Veteran DXpeditioners Jacky Calvo,
F2CW/ZL3CW, and Kan Mizoguchi,
JA IBK, have teamed up on the island of
Pitcaim. They are operating from the
Adamstown QTH of Tom, VP6TC, and
Betty (YL) Christian, VR6YL on the island
of Pitcairn. The two were active over the
weekend as VP6CW and VP6BK on 10
through 40 meters CW and SSB. The duo
has been exploring the possibility of Pitcairn
becoming a member of the International
Amateur Radio Union (IARU). It seems that
Kan has been scanning DMA maps, charts
and satellite photographs for a possibly new
DXCC counter. So what has he found? His
web page
http://www.iijnet.or.jp/JAIBK/index2.html
doesn't give the name. The Pitcairn Islands
are made up of four islands. Pitcairn (OC044) is the only island that is inhabited.
Oeno Island (OC-044) is located just to the
North, just over 100 kilometers from
Adamstown. Henderson (OC-056) is the
largest island, also just over 100 kilometers
away. That leaves Ducie Islands (OC-182),
which is located at 24 40' South 124 48'
West. This C shaped island is 540
kilometers east of Pitcairn, but more
importantly it is approximately 377
kilometers east of Henderson Island, which
is the closest island. If Pitcairn were to
become a Geopolitical DXCC Entity it looks
as if Ducie would clearly make the distance,
thus becoming a new one. Jacky and Kan
will be leaving Adamstown and heading for
French Polynesia in the next day or two, as
they head back to Noumea, New Caledonia.
QSL VP6CW via ZL3CW. The QSL route
for VP6BK has not been announced as of
yet.

My long term plan is to get as many national
leagues or radio societies interested about
putting up their own licensing pages on their
Web server so that the updating work would
be nationally handled. So far it has
succeeded in quite many cases but it is very
hard for those countries where the national
society hardly exists or is having serious
financing problems and lack of writing
English and maybe limited access to the
Internet. My wish and plea to the national
societies is that they try to do their own
visitor's pages to help other radio amateurs,
and also to facilitate their own Society's
work in the form of less enquiries about
application forms and instructions etc. that
can be downloaded from the Web. If we can
get this work started I wish that within a few
years the situation has improved quite much.
The second and most important wish that I
have, is that please send your feedback after
your DX trip to me. Every single piece of
information is important in this respect.
With these wishes I hope the DX year 2001
to be better and higher in DX travelling
activity than ever before!
73's Veke OH2MCN
Information on licensing abroad for radio
amateurs by OH2MCN may be found at the
URL
httn://www.qsl.net/oh2mcn/license.htm and
the ARRL licensing Web pages are at URL
http://www.arrl.org/field/regulationsfio/recip
-country.html

from: http://www.kkn.net/--i2uiy/free_sw/eu_sprin
t.zip.
Log files must be sent NO LATER than 15
days after the contest to:

Special QSY Rule: if any station initiates a
call (by sending CQ, QRZ?, etc.), he is
permitted to work ONLY one station on the
same frequency. He must thereafter move
AT LEAST 2 (two) kHz before he may call
another station or before he may solicit
again (CQ, QRZ?, etc.) other calls.

eusprint@d16ralmuc.de . The receipt of your
electronic log will be confirmed. If you don't
receive a confirmation within two days, try
again or use the postal system.
Disk logs, or paper entries must be posted
NO LATER than 15 days after the contest to
the appropriate address:

Valid contacts: valid contacts are QSOs
correctly logged and confirmed.
Each operator may use ONE and ONLY one
name during the Sprint. If the exchange is
copied incorrectly, that operator will receive
zero (0) points.

Spring SSB Sprint: Dave Lawley,
G4BUO, Carramore, Coldharbour Road,
Penshurst, Kent, TN I I SEX, England,
UK.

•

Spring CW Sprint: Bernhard Buettner,
DL6RAI, Schmidweg 17, 85609
Dornach, Germany.

•

Autumn SSB Sprint: Paolo Cortese,
l2UlY, P. 0. Box 14, 27043 Broni (PV),
Italy.

•

Autumn CW Sprint: Karel Karmasin,
OK2FD, Gen. Svobody 636, 674 01
Trebic, Czech Republic.

In case of miscopied callsigns, both stations
will receive zero (0) points for that QSO.
Scoring: each valid QSO counts one I (one)
point. The final score is the total number of
QSOs.
Awards: Colourful certificates will be issued
to the winners of each sprint, and to the
leaders in each country. A special plaque
will also be awarded for the top three scores
from all four contests combined. To be
eligible for this award an operator must
enter at least three of the sprints in the year.
Results will be forwarded as soon as
possible to Leagues, magazines and
bulletins.

Thanks in advance for your participation de:
G4BUO, I2UIY, OK2FD, and the
B.C.C. Sprint Committee.

And now something from Roger...

Logs: a single chronological log is required.
Please send us your log via email or on a
floppy disk, if you use computer for logging.
Use any of the available software or send a
plain ASCII file. A separate summary sheet
is also required. Please send us the right
files: for DL2NBU software, send
yourcall.ASC; for N6TR software, send
yourcall.DAT; for IK4EWK software, send
yourcall.DBF.

Logs Needed
By Roger Western, G3SXW
How many contestants are trying to win?
Few.
How many of them send in a log?
Almost all.
How many casual participants are there?
Many.

If you want the latest release of the
DL2NBU software, you can download it
12
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EU SPRINT 2001

to work, so the way the exchange is sent
tells you about the status of a QSO in
progress. Here's an example: -

In 1994 the EU Sprint Gang (I2UIY,
OK2FD, DL6RAI, G4BUO) organised the
first European Sprint contests. For 2001
there have been some rule changes,
introducing an awards programme and
bringing the spring sprints forward in the
calendar. You can find past scores and other
information about the sprints by visiting the
official EU Sprint web site:

CQ TEST G4BUO G4BUO TEST
GOWAT
GOWAT G4BUO 81 DAVE
G4BUO 123 PAUL GOWAT
R
G3XTT

http://www.kkn.net/—i2uiy/

G3XTT GOWAT 124 PAUL

Entrants: any licensed station may enter the
Sprint. European stations can work
everybody, stations outside of Europe can
work only European stations.

GOWAT 117 DON G3XTT
R
TEST G3XTT TEST

Categories: Single Operator ONLY. Only
ONE signal may be aired at one time.

G3PJT
G3PJT G3XTT 118 DON
G3XTT 132 BOB G3PJT

Dates:

R

EU SPRINT Spring:
SSB: second Saturday in April - 14 April
2001 - managed by G4BUO

In all the cases above, the caller who has
just tuned onto the frequency sends his
callsign at the end of his exchange, to signal
to anyone else tuning the band that he is the
one who will stay on the frequency. The
CQer, on the other hand, sends his callsign
near the beginning of the exchange and so
anyone else tuning across the QSO will be
able to work out who is the one who is
going to be QSYing. It takes some getting
used to but it makes lots of sense and adds
to the fun of the contest. For those of you
who have managed to climb the TR learning
curve, you'll find that this software supports
the two different formats of the sprint
exchange very well. I have yet to climb that
curve.

CW: third Saturday in April - 21 April 2001
- managed by B.C.C.

EU SPRINT Autumn:
SSB: first Saturday in October - 6 October
2001 - managed by I2UIY
CW: second Saturday in October - 13
October 2001 - managed by OK2FD

Time: from 15:00 UTC until 18:59 UTC.
Bands: 20, 40 and 80 metres only.
Pilot frequencies are: SSB: 14.250, 7.050,
3.730. CW: 14.040, 7.025, 3.550
Exchange: all of the following data MUST
BE PART OF THE EXCHANGE:

So, please make a note in your diaries for 14
and 21 April and help boost the level of
activity in the Eu sprints. There is more
information on the web site set up by Paolo
I2UIY, the originator of the first European
Sprint contests in 1994.

a) your callsign,
b) the other station's callsign,
c) your serial number starting from 001
(RST not required),

Dave G4BUO

d) your name or nickname.
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GENERAL TOPICS
4W/K7BV & 4W/N6FF - A Timor Lorosae DXpedition
Dennis Motschenbacher K7BV, k7bv@aol.com
Since becoming a new DXCC entity in
March 2000, in-country operators and
several DXpeditions have made thousands
of contacts from East Timor — nearly all on
the high HF bands 20 through 10 meters.
Dick Wolf N6FF and I travelled to Timor
Lorosae (East Timor) in October 2000 to
make this new country available on the
Amateur Radio low bands — 160 through 30
meters.

off?" Fighting and killings in the region
continued to grab international headlines.
Only weeks before we were to arrive, two
hams, Pero Simundza, 9A4SP / 4W6SP and
Carlos Luis Caceres, KD4SYB, and four
others working for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees were savagely
murdered. This terrible atrocity occurred
just across the border in Atambua, West
Timor — the side of the island that is still
part of Indonesia.

One can easily find Timor on a map by first
locating Darwin at Australia's northern tip
and then looking northwest a few hundred
miles. The island is bathed by the Indian
Ocean (Timor Sea) on its south side while
the Pacific Ocean (Banda Sea) laps at its
northern shores. Timor Lorosae with a
population of about 800,000 people covers
an area approximately 155 miles long with a
maximum width of 54 miles. The small
enclave of Ocussi-Ambeno, although part of
Timor Lorosae, occupies a piece of West
Timor's northern shore. Offshore, the island
of Atauro and the tiny isle of Jaco are also
part of this new DXCC entity.

I am a follower of the ideology: True
Adventure Requires an Uncertain Outcome,
but I most certainly do not go on
DXpeditions carrying a death wish. I do
enjoy going to exotic places and
encountering challenges radically different
than what I might run into in my
considerably more mundane "normal" life.
Such was the case with this trip. Dick feels
the same way but, make no mistake, we very
seriously assessed the risks we might place
others and ourselves in by going on the trip.
As word quickly spread around the world of
our decision to go ahead with the
DXpedition, a bit of paranoia set in with us
— probably an overreaction to the recent
deaths of fellow hams by machetes welded
by clearly brutal elements in the region.
Choosing caution over being the next
possible source for international recognition
for those terrorists, we decided to publicise
false information about our arrival and
departure schedule and our intended
operating site. Those fabrications were
maintained throughout the DXpedition —
sorry, Gang. Only a few select individuals
including family and our Pilot Station Rod
Ingram, WC7N knew exactly where we
were.

Tough Decision
Fortunately we established contact with
Thor Stefansson TFIMM / 4W6MM. Thor
offered to assist us find shelter and to give
us access to rigs belonging to him and the
East Timor Amateur Radio Association.
Steve Gregory VK3OT also put us in touch
with Ross Ballantyne, VK I UN / VK8UN /
4W6UN who was serving as Border Service
Controller for Timor Lorosae (Customs,
Immigration, Quarantine, etc.) Ross offered
some very wise advice regarding entry into
the country.
With just weeks to go before our scheduled
departure, we found ourselves repeatedly
asking each other "Do we go or do we call it

When we landed at the airport in Dili, the
capital of Timor Lorosae, we saw numerous
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were generally our only source of rest.

UN helicopters, aeroplanes, and vehicles.
UN soldiers from all other the world were
armed with handguns and automatic
weapons — something we would strangely
become accustomed to as the trip advanced.

Thanks to rugged 1/2 wave 160m sloper
complete with Amidon balun built and
donated by N7JW and K7CA tied off at 220
feet, we clearly were being heard on the low
bands a lot better than we were hearing our
callers. And did we ever have noise
including typical Equator QRN, sunspot
storms galore and local lightning. A
countryside full of crude twisted-together
electrical connections feeding energy to
glaring bare light bulbs in nearby dirt-floor
grass huts added to the receiver hash that
even Dick's low noise antennas could not
overcome.

Not knowing what to expect as we deplaned
in Dili, we were delighted when Ross,
4W6UN, greeted us at Customs and
Immigration. Ross swiftly ushered us
outside to a taxi and got us started on our
long somewhat nerve-wracking trip to
Baucau, not Dili as advertised. We did not
see much of Dili as we departed, but what
we did see included many heavily damaged
burned out buildings and homes. Rebuilding
projects could be seen in motion in all
directions.

Dick put up two low-noise Deltas — one
aimed north and the other south. We could
not get much separation away from the
transmit antennas because our fenced
compound was only 80 feet by 120 feet with
much of that a parking area. No Beverages
could be put up - anything put outside the
fenced area could be expected to disappear
not long after dark; becoming the prized
possession of a thrilled scavenging local
inhabitant.

Operating

Thor, 4W6MM, a no- nonsense kinda guy,
met us in Baucau after a hot 4-hour drive
and we immediately began getting ready to
get on the air. Thor did an incredible job
supporting the DXpedition by putting the
stations together and giving us access to a
220-foot tower to support our 160 and 80
meter full-sized dipole slopers. The tower
was already sporting a C-3 at the top and
marvellous working full-size 30 and 40m
loops hanging off the side legs. For the next
three days, nearly all daylight hours were
spent putting up antennas for 160 and 80
meters. When not performing his job
functions, Thor, with Dick's assistance,
spent hours aloft on the tower pulling up
hard-line and doing a tower climber's
dangerous dance amongst the steel
members. I did ground crew chores and the
one thing I do best in the southern latitudes,
turn sunshine into blistering sunburn.

It seemed that each day of our operation
found us presenting Thor with a new station
or antenna problem to be solved. Unhappy
and frustrated with the situation, he
nevertheless was always up for the
challenge. Although the trip proved to he
challenging in several ways, Dick and I left
Timor Lorosae feeling satisfied that we had
accomplished our goal of providing a new
country for DXers on the 160, 80, 40 and 30
meter bands. Out of 13,000 total contacts
completed, about 5,400 were made on those
formidable low bands.
Logging 160 meter QSOs was nothing less
than a labour of love. We certainly wish we
could have completed contacts with more
Europeans — there were many long periods
of time that we could not pull a callsign out
because the EU callers would not spread
out...a heartbreaking and frustrating
experience, indeed.

At night, Dick and I would pick signals out
of the static crashes and manmade noise. We
signed 4W/K7BV on all bands except 80
and 160 meters where Dick's 4W/N6FF
callsign was used. We grabbed catnaps on
the floor by the radios after sunrise before
the UN personnel made their noisy arrival.
Throughout our stay on the island, these
short moments of restless sleep on the floor
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furious. We are trying to build up the level
of participation in the European sprint
contests. A certain level of activity is needed
and we haven't quite reached the necessary
'critical mass' yet. For that reason, leading
scores are only a little over 200 QS05. I'd
like to invite all contest-minded CDXC
members to come on and have a go in this
year's sprints.

had one W9 who spent about 1 minute
trying to send me his OWN callsign. In the
last hour of the contest I had a big fight with
an EA4 station over possession of 7.040!
There was another guy who sent me "599
IN". I had already logged him as Indiana and
was ready to proceed when I realised he was
sending "599 in FL"! Hi.
GL in the contest.

As you'll see from the rules below, they are
4-hour contests starting at 15.00z and run on
20, 40 and 80m only. Activity always starts
on 20m, and after an hour or so a few
participants can be heard migrating to 40m.
80m is mainly used in the last hour. In
previous years the spring sprints were a hit
later in the year, with the CW leg being
towards the end of May. That gave us in
Western Europe very little chance to
compete, since when everyone went to 80 it
was still broad daylight here. I have
managed to get my colleagues on the sprint
committee to move the events forward and
starting in 2001 both contests will be in
April. Greater G participation would assist
those of us in Western Europe who are still
going to be struggling a little in the last
hour!

Steve GOCKP/AB6ZA/C6AFS/9H3QT

Now with a small fanfare akin to a backfiring Morris Minor we launch a new
section in QRZ Contest where we hope to
allow someone free reign to
promote/cajole/persuade/harangue/rant at
us in pursuance of their favourite contest.

I hope that someone each issue will regale
us with their favourite contest, pass on tips
and information needed to give it a good go,
and generally talk it up!
What contest gives you that buzz? It could
he a big'un like ARRL DX or a little'un like
Ropoco...the floor could he yours...
This month's soapbox belongs to...Dave
G4BUO

Free logging software is available for the
contest: DL2NBU's program can be
downloaded from the web site and it is very
much like CT. Super Duper and TR both
support the Eu sprint as well. For several
sprints I logged on paper and then keyed the
details in afterwards, but I have now gone
over to computer.

`Why don't You Try...'
European Sprint Contests
I am grateful to Paul for letting me take
some column space to promote one of my
favourite types of contest. The whole point
of a sprint is that you can't stay on a
frequency and just call CQ: after each CQ or
QRZ, when you make a contact you must
QSY.

A convention relating to the way the
exchange is sent grew up in the NA sprints
and it really helps if you follow it. Since you
have to QSY after you have CQed and made
a QSO, what happens is that the person who
has just called and worked you, stays on the
frequency, calls CQ or QRZ and makes his
next QSO, and then in his turn he QSYs.
You soon realise the value of the rule
requiring that both callsigns are sent by each
participant in a QSO. You spend a lot of
time tuning the band looking for new people

These are short 4-hour contests, based on
the North American sprints which started
about 20 years ago. If you listen to an NA
sprint there is no doubt that it really is a
great test of operating skill. The leaders in
the NA CW sprint make in excess of 350
QSOs in four hours, and the pace is fast and
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the 40m yagi was working well. I also
worked N4AF on 80M to test out the new
vertical and he gave me S9+20dB, although
he does have an extremely good antenna (4square)! I also worked VK6HD on 160m on
the vertical as well as D68C, so that band
seemed to be covered OK too.

working well on 80m and even the relatively
low inv-v for 160m was yielding good
results.
I slept from 0900 to 1200 and 10m/15m
were good throughout Saturday with 100+
Qs/hr achieved during most of the daylight
hours, with a peak of 150 Qs/hr on 15m at
2000. Several times during Saturday I
noticed the rate meter on CT hitting 250+
Qs/hr. I managed to command 14008kHz
between 2100 and midnight on Saturday: it
was perfectly quiet, no QRM and no-one
tried to steal the frequency, so I cranked up
the keyer on CT to 34wpm and ran!

A couple of weeks before the ARRL DX
contest there were gales and all the M8 bolts
at the top of the rotator bracket sheared off
and the antennas were left wallowing in the
thrust bearing. I replaced the bolts with MIO
bolts and hoped for the best! Also, the top
30ft of the 160m T-antenna antenna, which
comprised a carbon fibre fishing rod, broke
and blew down which necessitated a redesign of the LF vertical. The new vertical is
90ft of aluminium tube with linear loading
at the base for I 60m.

Sunday was much slower and things didn't
really get going again until around 1500.
However, I was pleasantly surprised at the
overall volumes of stations available
(remember that most of my existing
experience of contests was with the recent
RSGB LF cumulatives!) and especially with
the volume of audible west coast stations.

The station was finally ready with
reasonable antennas on 6 bands about one
week before the ARRL DX contest which
was more than two months too late for the
target contest which was CQ WW CW in
November!

15m picked up a bit from 2000 to 2130 on
Sunday with another 100+ hour. I then spent
a couple of hours on 20m before returning to
40m for the final hour which was another
100+ Qs/hr.

The antennas now comprised:
3cle 10m Yagi @ 45ft

Here's the final breakdown for MOC in the
ARRL CW DX 2001 contest:

4ele 15m Yagi @ 45ft
2ele 40m Yagi @ 70ft

Qs Mults

C3IXR tribander @ 78ft

160

90ft vertical for 80m/160m

92 29

80 212 40

Inv-V for 160m with the apex @ 68ft

160 Meter Continental Breakdown:
North America —115 Asia - 217

Europe -79 Oceania - 23

Band-by-Band Breakdown (nearly all on CW):

Band

160

80

40

30

20

17

15

12

10

6

QSOs

439

1,033

2,011

1,908

1,550

1,227

1,375

855

2,250

256

Countries

26

55

69

70

74

61

53

32

61
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We trust the Europeans had as much fun
working us as we did logging them. We
wish to thank YAESU since we were able to
use the FTI000MP they had donated earlier
to the East Timor Amateur Radio
Association. We also want to thank YAESU
and Kan JA IBK for their efforts in insuring
that Thor had a new fabulous FTI000MP
Mark-V transceiver in time for us to use it
during this adventure. Rod, WC7N did a
great job as our Pilot Station absorbing the
wrath of the frustrated masses trying to
break through our layers of QRN. Andy
Stafford, W6/G4VPM, kept our website
current and posted our logs as we operated.
Steve Wheatley, KU9C has answered all
SASE QSL requests using a terrific card put
together for us by Wayne, W4MPY.

he has been reassigned to an even more
uncomfortable, remote and arguably more
dangerous location. Regrettably it may be a
long time before anyone again hears a huge
signal from Timor Lorosae equal to that put
out by 4W6MM from Baucau.
Your Recommendations, Please
Dick and I are making some preliminary
plans for another low band DXpedition to
Asia. We would be very interested to know
where our European friends would like to
see us pop up in that part of the world. As a
matter of fact, we would like to hear any
thoughts you may care to share regarding
good low band DXpedition opportunities.
If you are interested in receiving an
entertaining video of the 4W trip, contact
Dennis Motschenbacher at k7bv@aol.com .
PAL format is planned. Visit website
http://www.qth.com/k7bv to learn more
about this DXpedition as well as others by
K7BV.

Thank you, Thor 4W6MM

The DXpedition and all those new countries
handled out just would not have come about
without Thor 4W6MM. We understand that

40 556 53

Neville, G3NUG kindly granted permission
for me to use the Chiltern DX Club contest
callsign MOC, which I hoped would help the
QSO rate along a little.

20 552 54
15 774 56

Review

-

The Prolog 2K Logging and Award Tracking Software
John Butcher (G3LAS)

10 654 54

The contest started pretty slowly with some
S&P on 20m but 21 Qs and 15 mins later I
found a frequency on 40m and started
running. For the first 6 hours (mostly on
40m) I managed around 90 Qs/Hr with
California and Utah appearing in the log at
0100 on 40m. I was quite surprised with the
amount of US stations available on
80M/160m. The vertical was clearly

Totals: 2840 286 = 2,452,164 points
The LF totals are very weak but that's
because I only spent 1 hour on 160m and 2
hours on 80m and slept the whole of
Saturday night!
This was a good learning exercise for me
and hopefully next year both my strategy
and stamina will be improved. Oh yeah, I
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I expect that most DX chasers use some
kind of computer logging software rather
than the "old fashioned" pen and paper. In
all probability, this is not so much for the
basic logging function as for the additional
functionality which most logging programs
offer. Keeping a simple record of QSOs,
comments and related random thoughts on
paper is likely to be at least as convenient,

and possibly more so, than doing the same
thing on a keyboard. It's rather like
computerised diaries which, in my opinion,
have never come near the convenience of
the traditional paper version.
However, when one takes into account the
other functions which are commonly
integrated into a logging program, there is
little doubt that the overall result is to
15

have encountered. This results in the
generation of a very comprehensive
database of information relating to the
contacts. The key data fields can be
displayed in a separate window in page
format, indexed by date or by call sign.
Searching and QSL label printing operations
can be done from either the logging window
or the page window.

enhance both convenience and the efficiency
of the station. Only the really committed
computer-phobe is likely to dispute this
assertion. Exactly what functions are
necessary or desirable is, of course, a matter
for personal preferences. Operating habits
and requirements vary widely, even within
the relatively narrow spectrum of members
of a DX club. We have single band
enthusiasts, digital mode experimenters,
award hunters etc etc, who will all have
their own opinions. It is also true that, with
computer software, as with so many other
aspects of life, many people have a built-in
resistance to change, preferring the familiar
to the new alternative, at least until the latter
is shown clearly to be significantly superior.

The program also provides an interface to
the transceiver, with automatic interrogation
of frequency and mode data and, if required,
automatic setting to the frequency and mode
to be used. The most common CAT-aware
transceivers are accommodated and new
ones are added as they become available.
There is an interface to DX Cluster
information which is displayed in two
windows. One shows all the raw data
received, including DX spots, WWV data,
announcements etc, and this window is used
also to communicate with the cluster via a
TNC or the equivalent. The second window
shows "processed" information about the
spots received, indicating the award status
for DXCC, WAC, WAS and W AZ for both
mixed and individual hands and modes. A
click of the mouse in the window can
display full award information for the entity
concerned or can transfer the call sign to the
logging window while switching the
transceiver to the appropriate frequency and
mode. If you have the appropriate hardware,
it will even rotate your beam to the correct
heading. If desired, the arrival of a spot for a
needed entity is signalled audibly. Of
course, the user can easily send a DX spot to
the cluster.

Computer logging programs have been
evolving for ten years or more, and the
platforms on which they run have become
ever more powerful and accessible. The
result is that we now have a wide choice of
software which is, in general, very
comprehensive, very user friendly and very
diverse. The prospect can be bewildering. I
have tried most of the commonly used
packages over the years and this review of
the one I have settled on is intended to
describe its features and to explain why I
like it.
Prolog is developed and marketed by
Datamatrix in the USA, the prime mover
being Ed Longhi, W5VP. It was first
introduced as a DOS program in 1995. In
1999, the first Windows version, called
Prolog'98, was released,. Subsequently it
was re-named Prolog'2K in honour of the
Millennium and has now reached version 3.

Yet another interface accesses your call
book CD-ROM. This will look up,
automatically or on request, the call entered
into the logging window, (or, unusually, the
QSL manager's call) and, again
automatically or on request, transfer the
name and QTH information into the logging
window. This, of course, works well only if
the format of the entry in the CD-ROM is
standardised, which is generally true for US

Main Features

Like most such programs, Prolog is built
round a logging form into which contacts
are entered. DXCC and zone fields are filled
automatically where they are unambiguous
and the distance and bearing from the home
QTH are displayed. Date and time entry can
also be automatic. In fact, the number of
fields contained in each record is very large,
more so than in any other such program I
16

QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT
Well hello and welcome to this issue's QRZ
Contest column...I hope your have all got
over the recent bout of D68'itis and some
sense of normality is once more
returning...first of the starting blocks we
have a great article from Steve
GOCKP...lead on MacDuffi...

3 10m Yagi to test the site for noise and
suitability. I have not taken part in any field
day operations before so I called Dave,
G4BUO for some guidance on erecting
guyed scaffold masts. Dave explained the
gin-pole method to me over the phone! This
was a risky strategy but I managed to erect
the first 40ft mast using this method without
any mishaps...

I had been off the air for about 3 years
before returning to radio in July 2000. I had
tried a couple of contests in the past but I
wasn't in a position to be able to erect any
effective antennas. I installed a small 3ele
10m on the side of the house and was also
experimenting with 2ele wire quad antennas
when I received a complaint from a
neighbour.

There's a lot of machinery and switches, etc.
on the farm but the site seemed nice and
quiet and the 10m Yagi was quite effective,
especially to the east where the ground falls
away relatively steeply (see my QSL on
qrz.com which shows the take-off to the
east).
Whilst testing the antenna I heard ZK I NJC
running a huge EU pile-up on 10m. I got
him on about the 3rd call which was
encouraging. I also worked a 9M6 station
who was running a big JA pile-up and he
seemed surprised that I broke the pile-up.
He also went QRT immediately after
signing with me which probably didn't
impress the J As!

It was then that I decided that I needed to
find a location which would allow me to
operate contests and experiment with larger
antenna systems.
I got a taste for large antennas whilst living
in California and operating from the
mountain top mega-station of N6DX...

The CQ WW CW weekend was upon me
and I didn't have antennas for all bands so I
operated single band signing GOCKP on
40m. I made 1400 Qs but that was the first
time I'd ever entered a contest seriously
apart from ROPOCO in August! I
subsequently realised that 1400 Qs was
about 1000 Qs off the pace! The operation
wouldn't have been possible at all without
Dave, G4BUO, who kindly loaned the 30m
mobile mast which supported the XM240
(2ele 40m Yagi) and helped me with the
installation of the mast.

I started planning the station at my Uncle's
farm in August 2000 in order to be able to
operate in CQ WW CW. There was a lot to
sort out including a 500ft mains extension
lead and a caravan for a shack as well as all
the radio hardware. I carted an IC706 and a
Ten-Tee Titan amplifier out into the middle
of the field in a wheelbarrow to test the
mains connection and the expected voltage
sag. No problem! 400w on all bands and
both the linear and the radio seemed to be
perfectly happy with the mains supply. I
wouldn't need the £900 worth of cable
specified by the electrical experts, I could
get away with a reel costing £25!

Work continued on the antennas and just
before the ARRL DX contest I was doing
some testing on 40m and worked KH9 and
YJO with 100w relatively easily, so I knew

Once the caravan and mains supply were in
place I decided to put up the Cushcraft Ten33

Note: A full listing of new IOTA reference numbers issued since publication of IOTA Directory
2000 may be found on the IOTA Manager's website at:
http://www.eo19.dial.pipex.com/index.shtml .

IOTA on VHF/UHF
The introduction last July of a VHF/UHF category of IOTA award application offers VHF
enthusiasts and 6 metre operators in particular a new and exciting challenge. Expressions of
interest had been received over recent years and the Committee felt that it was time to open up
the programme to VHF. By adjusting qualification thresholds, we believe that a number of the
awards are attainable, albeit in different parts of the world. Full details of award requirements are
contained in Directory 2000.
This development offers a real prospect, for the first time, of VHF IOTA DXpeditions, either
running solo or as part of a larger HF group. For island chasers this widens the opportunities
because, under another rule change, contacts on VHF/UHF may now count for the normal HF
awards.
A 2002 Deadline

Our thanks to the many members who have converted their existing IOTA record cores to the
new Directory listings. If you are one of those who have not, you have until 1 February 2002 to
do so. After the preparation of that year's Honour Roll and Annual Listings, credits that have not
been rechecked by means of a completed Conversion Sheet - they could number as many as 16 will be deleted from all records on the IOTA database.
New Checkpoints

On 31 March John Hall, G3TOK will retire from checkpoint duties after 11 years of service to
the IOTA community. The IOTA Committee is taking the opportunity to appoint local
checkpoints in two of the areas previously covered by John - Scandinavia (including Denmark
from G3ALI's checkpoint) and the CIS countries. The new checkpoints with effect from 1 April
2001 are:
For Sweden, Denmark, Faroes, Finland, Greenland, Iceland and Norway: Jan "John" Hallenberg,
SM5a1Z, Vassunda Andersberg, SE-741 91 Knivsta, Sweden, E-mail: djz@swipnet.se
SM5DJZ has also been appointed IOTA Country Assistant for Sweden. He will be supported by
a small team. These arrangements have the support of the Foreningen Sveriges Sandareamatorer
(SSA).
For Ukraine, Russia and other CIS countries: Igor Zeldin, UR5LCV, PO Box 466, Kharkov
61103, Ukraine, E-mail: ur5lcv@qsl.net or ur5lcv@krars.kharkov.ua
Victor Rusinov, UT8LL, the current Country Assistant for the Ukraine, will be a member of the
IOTA team. These arrangements have the support of the Ukrainian Amateur Radio League
(UARL) and the Russian Robinson Club (RRC).
For England (call-numbers GO and MO), the rest of the UK, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man
and all British SWLs: Philip Marsh, G4WFZ, Columbia, 28 Orcheston Road, Charminster,
Bournemouth, Hampshire BH8 8SR, England, E-mail: g4wfz@aol.com
We ask those IOTA members for whom John, G3TOK was the checkpoint (as well as Danish
members previously served by Ray G3ALI) to note the new arrangements. I am sure that they
would wish to join the IOTA Committee in thanking John for his many years of service.
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calls, but often not for other countries.
Datamatrix offers a service whereby the
latest FCC update files can be downloaded
from the Internet and incorporated into the
database to provide the most recent address
information on US call signs.

At present, the tracking of generalised
awards is less comprehensive than that of
the others listed, in that there is no in-built
analysis or status derived relative to a
specific database or lookup table of award
elements. However, the QSOs related to a
general award can be indexed and listed.

A QSL route database is provided as a
separate product. This can be accessed in
another window. It is not fully integrated, in
that the DX call has to be entered manually
into the window, rather than being
automatically transferred from the logging
form. However, route information, i.e. the
call of a QSL manager, can be transferred
automatically from the database into the
relevant field of the logging form when a
new call is entered. The route database can
be edited by the user and may be updated
regularly by a subscription service from
Datamatrix.

The main award tracking information is
accessed very simply via a bank of status
labels on the logging form. When QSO data
are entered or a record retrieved, the labels
show colours according to the status of each
award relative to that particular QSO. Red
indicates not previously worked, yellow is
worked but not confirmed and green
indicates confirmed. There are sets of labels
for each award in general and for the
particular band and mode currently indicated
in the logging form. This provides instant
information as to whether the entity is
required for a particular award. As
mentioned above, similar information is
shown by colour codes in the DX spot
window display of incoming cluster spots.

QSL management is a valuable part of many
logging programs. Prolog enables the user to
keep track of outgoing and incoming cards
and also to print labels in a variety of
formats via the Windows print routine. It is
primarily geared to batch processing of
labels, using sheet material. However, it will
handle smaller numbers, as the printer start
position can be adjusted to accommodate
partly used sheets. If a label is required, the
QSO can be tagged in the logging form and
then sent to a print buffer or recalled at a
later date for printing. Address labels, either
of the station worked or a QSL manager, can
be printed from the CD-ROM database and
return labels can also be generated.

At this stage, it is worth mentioning that
comprehensive screen shots can be seen on
the Prolog web site, www.qth.com/prolog/,
where it will be seen that a few pictures are
worth many words.
Behind the status labels lurks a wealth of
further information. Clicking on an award
label will bring up a window listing all the
elements of that award, even the 3076
entities of the US Counties award. The
names are colour coded, red, yellow or
green according to the award status as
above. A search button enables any
particular element to be found. Clicking on a
name yields a band-mode matrix for that
element, showing both the QSL status and
the first relevant QSO details for each slot
worked. If desired, that QSO can be called
into the logging form for editing.

Award Tracking

Most logging programs have some kind of
award tracking capability. However, the one
offered by Prolog is, by some distance, the
most sophisticated and comprehensive I
have seen. By default, it covers DXCC,
WAC, WAZ, ITU Zones and WAS.
Optionally, the user can also track IOTA and
US Counties. In addition, there is the ability
to record data relating to up to sixteen
generalised awards of the user's choice, of
which any four can apply to any one QSO.

The first award window also has a button
labelled "Totals". This brings up yet another
window showing the number of elements
worked and confirmed in a band-mode
matrix, covering 160 to 2 metres and
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I confess that I still use the old Prolog DOS
routine to export the log as an ASCII file
which I then import into MS Access and
Excel for my own analysis and report
generating purposes. At present this routine
is not supported by Datamatrix but it works
with no problems on the '2K files.

"phone", CW, RTTY and mixed modes.
(The logging form recognises, in addition,
SSTV, FAX, FM, Packet, Amtor and PSK
modes). The award window offers a bandQSL matrix for each element and a search
facility in which the user can set band, mode
and QSL status criteria. Unfortunately,
although the search results can be printed,
they cannot at present be stored or exported
for later analysis.

What is Prolog like to use?
It can be seen that Prolog is a very powerful
and complex program. Nevertheless, I have
not found it difficult to use or unfriendly.
There are many windows available, but most
of them are accessed for a specific purpose
and then closed. Indeed, you are often
forced to close a window in order to
proceed, thus enforcing good housekeeping.
I run normally with three windows open: the
logging form, the cluster monitor window
and the DX spot window. These are each
about 12 x 18cm and overlap slightly on a
l7in screen at 1024 x 768 resolution. I keep
the cluster communication window
available but minimised. A minor gripe is
that this screen configuration is not saved. It
has to be re-established each time the
program is started.

The details of most awards change from
time to time. Prolog provides editor
programs for the DXCC and IOTA
databases, enabling them to be kept abreast
of such changes.
Import and Export

Anyone starting to use Prolog may well
want to import an existing log from another
program or perhaps for convenience, to type
information into, say, a spreadsheet and
convert from there. Similarly, there may be
a need to export the whole or part of a log to
another application. For example, Prolog
does not profess to be a program for the
contest specialist who may use, perhaps, CT
or SD software and then wish to transfer the
records into the main Prolog logging file.

The various operations are largely intuitive
and well "sign posted". There is a high
degree of automation possible, though not
enforced, thus minimising typing effort.
Therefore the learning curve is not long and,
in normal operating, one rarely needs to
access the very comprehensive on-line
manual. Incidentally, the manual is in Word
format and can be printed. It runs to over
120 pages.

The Prolog internal data format is not one of
the "standard" types such as Dbase, FoxPro,
Access etc. No doubt this is done to
maximise performance. However, it does
make the user reliant on conversion
routines. The old DOS version of Prolog
exported and imported a flat, commadelimited ASCII format which was
universally readable. At present, '2K handles
only the "generic" ADIF (Amateur Data
Interchange) format. This is, of course, quite
powerful in that the ADIF format is well
characterised, widely used and transparent.
Most contemporary logging programs can
convert to or from ADIF. It should be
remembered that Prolog files have many
more fields than most others, so there may
need to be some editing to merge or split
fields if all the vital information is to
survive an export or import process. This
can be quite tedious.

Computer experts are sometimes wary, even
scornful, of Windows programs on grounds
of speed limitations. Ok, they do require that
you have a fair amount of RAM. I run
Prolog'2K without problems on a 200MHz
Pentium II machine with 64M of RAM, not
great by today's standards. The QSO data
entered are saved immediately to the hard
disk (a 15,000 QSO log occupies about
4.2Mbytes) and I have never noticed any
machine delay in any operation. The power
and convenience of multiple windows and
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OC-238 FOODEH Reao Atoll (November 2000)
OC-239 YC9WZJ/P Batanta Island (November 2000)
OC-240 P29VCR Loloata Island (November 2000)
OC-240 P29VPY Loloata Island (November 2000)
0C-241 YC9BU/P Semau Island (November/December 2000)
OC-24l YC9MKF/P Semau Island (November/December 2000)
0C-241 YC9NBV/P Semau Island (November/December 2000)
OC-241 YC9WZJ/P Semau Island (December 2000)
OC-242 YB8HZ/P Bonerate Island (December 2000)
OC-202 DX4RIG Tinaga Island, Calagua Islands (April 2000)
OC-243 VK6BSI Breaksea Island (January 2001)
SA-088 PV510TA Santana De Fora Island (August 2000)
Santana De Fora Island (August 2000)
SA-088 PV5L
Note: This list includes operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by Checkpoints
if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name must be on the card.
Island Stations: QSL Cards Rejected
It is a sad business to report that quite a number of QSLs are now being rejected for failure to
meet IOTA requirements. The list of operations is getting longer and longer as every few days
we have to advise checkpoints to turn down a card. This distresses us and it distresses them. The
usual reason is that there is no indication on the card of the island from which the operation took
place, a longstanding requirement. There may be an IOTA reference number hut, without an
indication of the island, this is INSUFFICIENT for the card to be accepted. There is no
flexibility on this.
Most coastal IOTA groups contain both valid and invalid islands and an operation counts for
IOTA now only if the island name on the card is one shown as valid in Directory 2000 or on the
website list of Additional Qualifying Islands. Yes, please put the IOTA number on the card, but
don't forget the island name!
We have tightened our QSL requirements because, with the ever-increasing volume of checking
work, we have to operate on the basis that the QSL card must convince us within a few seconds
of being picked up that it justifies being accepted. From I January this year we can no longer
afford time to check atlases or maps or any reference material except the Directory, augmented
by the additional island listings on the website. We appreciate that this might initially have a
small cost impact, both on the island station and on his contact, but please understand that we
have no option but to go down this path. We hope that the requirement will quickly become so
well-known that the incidence of non-compliance which causes such disappointment among
island chasers will reduce to negligible levels. If you are an island station, please do pay
attention to this.
IOTA 2000 Activity Programme

IOTA 2000, the activity programme which ran throughout the past year, is now over. There's no
doubt it created a lot of enthusiasm world-wide as indicated by the number of 'hits' on the CDXC
website and by general correspondence. We would like to thank all who participated in the
programme, particularly those who organised DXpeditions to the rarer IOTAs to give the
participants maximum points. From early returns, we can see that some very high scores were
made. The IOTA Committee would like to thank the CDXC (Chiltern DX Club), The UK DX
Foundation, which managed the IOTA 2000 Programme on its behalf. I guess it could have been
easier for them if we had not made changes to the IOTA list in the middle of the year!
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0C-241 YB9 Timor Barat's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
0C-242/Pr YB8 Bonerate and Taka' Bonerate Islands (Indonesia)
0C-243/Pr VK6 WA State (South Coast) West group (Australia)
0C-244/Pr DUI-4 Luzon's Coastal Islands (Philippines)
SA-088 PP5 Santa Catarina State South group (Brazil)

mouse control makes the program far
superior, in my opinion, to DOS
alternatives, even when the latter simulate
multiple windows by partitioning the screen
area.

Provisional IOTA Reference Numbers

My operating interests are probably much
like those of many other CDXC members. I
use all bands from 160 to 6m on CW, SSB,
RTTY, PSK and MFSK modes (at the
moment). I pursue the DX with extensive
use of the Cluster and I am chasing DXCC,
IOTA and US Counties together with a
slightly lesser interest in some other awards.
For me, Prolog is just about ideally specified
and I find the user interface more satisfying
and efficient than other programs I have
tried.

NA-2I8/Pr CO8 Las Tunas/Holguin/Santiago de Cuba Province group (Cuba)
Note: A full listing of new IOTA reference numbers issued since publication of IOTA Directory
2000 may be found on the IOTA Manager's website at:
http://www.eo19.dial.pipex.com/index.shtml.
Operations Which Have Provided Acceptable Validation Material

EU-063 JW5RIA Hopen Island (May 2000 - January 2001)
EU-066 RK3DZJ/l Bol'shoy Zaitskiy Island, Solovetskiye Isis (August 2000)
EU-I47 RK3DZJ/1 Osinka Island (August 2000)
EU- 179 UR3GA Orlov Island (various times 2000)
AF-073 TS7N Kerkenah Island (November 2000)
AS-003 4S7WHG/A Sri Lanka Island (November 2000)
AS-032 JA6CM/6 Tanega Island, Osumi Islands (December 2000)
AS-043 7L4PVR/ I Hachijo Island (November 2000)
AS-043 JA0AB/1 Hachijo Island (November 2000)
AS-043 JI I PLF/1 Hachijo Island (November 2000)
AS-043 JQ I USM/1 Hachijo Island (November 2000)
AS-062 RUOLM/0 Shikotan Island (November 2000)
AS-117 JH5OXF/4 Ikuchi Island (November 2000)
AS-137 BA4DW/5 Taohua Island (October 2000)
AS-150 BA4DW/4 Tianheng Island (December 2000)
AS-150 BI4S Lingshan Island (July 2000)
AS-153 VU2HFR Sagar Island (January 2001)
AS-153 VU2JSH Sagar Island (January 2001)
AS-153 VU2SKD Sagar Island (January 2001)
NA-045 XF I /F6BUM Mujeres Island (August/September 2000)
NA-073 V31D1 Caye Caulker (November 2000)
NA-073 V31FH Caye Caulker (November 2000)
NA-073 V31YW Caye Caulker (November 2000)
NA-I55 TE6U Uvita Island (May 2000)
NA-2I4 KL7/W61XP Stuart Island (July 2000)
NA-215 KL7/K6ST Chamisso Island (July 2000)
OC-046 FOOKUN Tahiti Island (January 2001)
OC-057 FOODEH Maupihaa Island (October 2000)
OC-067 FOOKUN Mai Moana Motu, Bora Bora Island (January 2001)
OC-067 FOODEH Maupiti Island (November/December 2000)
OC-067 FOOFRA Mai Moana Motu, Bora Bora Island (October 2000)
OC-140 VK6DIR Direction Island (November 2000)
OC-148 YC9BU/P Timor Island (November 2000)
OC-232 4W6GH/P Atauro Island (July 2000)
OC-236 YB8HZ/P Selayar Island (December 2000)
OC-237 YB3ZMI Madura Island (October 2000)
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even close to that of the basic, built-in
awards.

Surely Prolog can't be perfect!

Operationally, Prolog has been very stable
with few idiosyncrasies or temperamental
crashes, even in the early days. This is a
tribute to the programming skill of
Datamatrix. I can list a few points which I
would like addressed, some of which have
been mentioned before. The priority order
and importance will depend on individual
users' preferences.
The program does not really cater for
contest operating. It is not geared for
quick entry of a variety of contest
exchanges, such as serial numbers,
zones, operators' ages etc, or the noting
of dupes and multipliers.

•

At present it does not import or export
file formats other than ADIF.

•

It does not store and export search and
award status files.

•

It would be great if the general award
tracking had a degree of sophistication

More flexible label printing, e.g. for
continuous strip material, would be
appreciated. I'm not sure if this is my
personal problem or a more widespread
one.

•

Prolog does betray its US origins, as do
most such programs. It cannot handle
easily suffixes such as /P, /MM etc.
"Strange" bands such as 4m, 136kHz
and microwave frequencies are not
recognised. However, Datamatrix have
promised me that the next version will
handle /P and /M suffixes in internal
records though not, I believe, in
incoming cluster spots.

The list is not long and I have no doubt that
many of the points will be addressed in due
course, although some of them may involve
considerable further development work. I
often communicate with Datamatrix and I
always find them receptive to ideas and
comments. It should be remembered that it
is not a large company, so effort is limited.
Maybe this is also why the support is always
quick and helpful.

Of course not! No piece of software ever is.
Adverse criticisms can be divided into those
which are actual deficiencies and those
which are expressions of my personal wish
list. Sometimes it is difficult to decide
which is which.

•

•

Summary

Prolog is not well known in the UK and I
suspect it has a lower profile in the US than
many of its competitors. Over the years I
have looked at many alternatives such as
DX4Win, DXBase, Log Windows, LogPlus,
Logger, Shacklog, SD, CT, Turbolog,
Writelog, WFIB etc. Some of these are free,
which is a good recommendation, some are
specialist in orientation, e.g. for contests or
particular modes. The outcome is that
Prolog suits me best. It is not free and it is
not perfect, but it does work well and its
features suit my style of operating. I should
say also that I am not, and have never been,
an employee of Datamatrix, nor am I even
related to one, so far as I am aware.
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Long Live Jammers!
By Roger Western, G3SXW

Calling all DX-Jammers: thank you very
much for your help! When you deliberately
QRM DXpeditions you perhaps don't realise
that this sometimes actually HELPS us to
make the QSO. This evening (February
14th) on 80 metres was one such time.
PWOS (St Peter & St Paul) was 569 on
3501KHz with a big pile-up of Europeans.
Then three or four deliberate QRMers
showed up, transmitting on PWOS's
frequency almost continuously. I was
calling, without luck, but only able to copy
bits of the DX through the noise. After ten
minutes of struggling PWOS gave up and
disappeared. Who can blame him? He could
have been working 200-an-hour into USA
on a higher band at the time, making lots of
folks happy.
A few moments later D68C showed up on
3508 saying 'up 8'. He was a great signal,
579, and a European pile-up grew quickly.
My barefoot signal didn't get through. Then
the same, distinctive jamming signal
showed up, exactly zero-heat. Within
minutes the pile-up had all but disappeared
and I got through, copying just enough of
D68C's transmissions through the jamming
because he was loud enough here.
Pleased with my eighth band with D68C,
and a new band-point, I was about to
celebrate at the fridge-door when the Cluster
said '3501 PWOS?'. Sure enough he was
there, a good 569. Almost immediately the
pile-up exploded and within 1-2 QSOs a
very loud jammer appeared. (He evidently
has DX Cluster too). Again, the pile-up
dissipated and again I could just about copy
PWOS - and got through quickly. As with
D68C I clearly heard my call-sign and 5NN,
then a TU' in amongst the noise. Wow - two
80 metre band-points within five minutes!
(A bit like a Nr. 27 bus!).
With dozens of kilowatt-Europeans calling I
would never have made it with my 100
watts without the help of the jammers to

thin out the pile-up. Thanks very much,
guys! Pity there are not more of you. I guess
that you are only a handful of stalwart
individuals flying the anti-DX flag. But
maybe if you were to come out of the closet
you could recruit and train more like you.
Please write in with your ideas on the
benefits of jamming - why you do it and
how we can all learn to become an efficient
QRMer. Write anonymously if you prefer
(the same as you operate on-air). Most
people think you are mentally ill so perhaps
it is time to tell your side of the story.
Meantime, thanks again. Please keep up the
good work.
(CDXC Members: please translate and
circulate this request in your country's
magazines).
Identifying Jammers

Now, seriously. Jamming is severely
reducing DXing fun. Can we do anything
about it? This is primarily a European
disease so maybe it's up to us Europeans to
solve the problem. Should not the 'UK DX
Foundation' address this important issue?
My purely gut-feel is that only a really tiny
number of individuals are involved. Why
else do they only appear sporadically? If
there were hundreds of them then every
DXpedition would suffer, all the time. But
they do not. Maybe it just depends on
whether that handful are in the shack at the
time.
Let's stop worrying about WHY they do it.
Such individuals cannot be understood and
certainly cannot be reasoned with. Their
psychology is so different to normal people.
Instead, maybe we can set up a small DFfinding group. It would take only a dozen
stations spread around Europe to begin to
identify the sources. Directional antennas
are difficult on 160 and 80m but the
European jamming signals are loud on 40
and 30m, where rotatable antennas are more
common. Maybe we could concentrate on

First impression from Cyprus; generally
working the States is hard compared to G,
others may disagree. It is very hard working
USA compared to ZD8, (but Ascension was
in another league). Japan is pretty hard from
Cyprus, but easier on 80m than from G on
that band. Of course I only make
observations using low wire doublets or
small verticals and always barefoot.

TS-870 and I find this a dream to use on all
modes. The DSP filtering at IF is second to
none in my opinion. Being at the 'hot end'
of CW pile-ups, the 50Hz CW filter is a real
bonus. I find the true test for any radio is
CQWW CW and pile-ups. The 870 does a
great job in both applications.
Cornwall is famous for high winds, so
sensibly, but rather reluctantly the Butternut
was boxed away, and I used a low doublet
whilst living on the Cornish coast. The
amplifier was also boxed, (it's only used on
RTTY to give 100w). Incidentally, RTTY
by WFIB version 5 is now freely available
from the Internet. I recommend it if RTTY
contesting takes your fancy. It's a very
relaxing form of contesting.

If you took a sneaky look into my shack apart from the 870, which I've mentioned,
you would see an MFJ antenna analyser, and
LCR bridge. I find both pieces of kit very
useful. Reading material is the CDXC
Digest of course. Scattered around the desk
and covering the floor are graphs derived
from studying my logbooks. I seem to spend
a lot of time in `post contest mode' looking
at how propagation was.

I digress; July 2000 came around and so did
a posting to Cyprus. I never quite made it
for the IOTA contest 2000; I was busy
erecting a doublet and tested it out for the
last hour of that contest. As 5B4/GODEZ I
had a play in CQWW SSB 20m low power
last October. Typically the ZC4DW call
came through from the relevant authorities
24 hours before CQWW CW, so it was a
mad panic to erect a 20m horizontal dipole
& 20m vertical for a mono-band low power
entry.

For my final, final, (hi) amateur radio to me
is all about having fun; I like playing aerials,
winding coils to jig that 30 foot vertical onto
80m etcetera. I enjoy working CW, RTTY, a
little bit of phone when it takes my fancy,
and a lot of contesting and pile-ups. This
little pistol looks forward to working you
this year as 5B4AGW or ZC4DW, (QSL via
the buro is ok).

IOTA CORNER
Roger Balister, G3KMA
IOTA Reference Numbers Issued

AS-l50 BY4 Shandong Province South group (China)
AS-I53 VU West Bengal State group (India)
AS-154/Pr TA Black Sea Coast East group (Turkey)
AS-I55/Pr BV Taiwan's Coastal Islands (Taiwan)
NA-214 KL Nome County South group (Alaska)
NA-215 KL Northwest Arctic County group (Alaska)
OC-232 4W East Timor's Coastal Islands (East Timor)
OC-237 YBO-3 Java's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
OC-238 FO Pukarua and Reao Atolls, Tuamotu Islands (French Polynesia)
OC-239 YB9 Irian Jaya's Coastal Islands West (Indonesia)
OC-240 P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal Islands East (Papua New Guinea)
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6V and it's still giving good service 15 years
on.

90's.
Returning to the UK, I faced either
redundancy, or a posting to the West
Country. So in 1995 I left home aged 25 and
moved to Devon. At last I had my own
shack, radio, and antenna. The TS-140S was
sold, and I upgraded to a TS-850S/AT,
however the most useful tool I had was the
computer. The PC gave me what I needed to
get into contesting, the DX Cluster, not to
mention the data modes. I did a couple of
CQWW CW from Devon — single-op allhand, which was fun with the Butternut and
barefoot. It was a good way to build up
some band/countries.

Leaving school at I6, and not much to show
for it (those late nights on the key), I
followed in Dad's footsteps and trained to
be a TV engineer. That might explain why
Bill is G4 Extra High Tension.
I spent the next 3 years repairing TVs, but at
19 a job in the Civil Service came up. The
requirement for the job was, ability to read
Morse at 20 wpm, and knowledge of radio
theory. A little footnote on the vacancy
notice mentioned prospects of overseas
travel. The job sounded much more
interesting than mending TVs — no more
ungrateful customers, hi!

Out of the blue in 1996 came a phone call,
and I was offered a posting back to ZD8.
However I had to go there in 4 weeks.
Needless to say I gave the matter some
thought, and decided to take up the offer of
a 12 month tour back to the S. Atlantic.

So for the past I 1 years I've been moving
around, sometimes to exotic locations,
sometimes not. Funny, my first posting was
to Staffordshire, and I continued to live with
my parents, although sharing the shack was
becoming a problem as I contracted the DX
bug. I did a fair bit of /mobile in the early
1990's. I remember working YA,
Afghanistan one afternoon using a converted
CB with 4 watts to a whip. It took almost 10
years for the card to arrive, although when I
mailed the DXCC application to the States,
my 100+ cards got lost in the post and never
made it - the YA card was one of them!

Down in Ascension this time, I invested in
an amplifier, whilst still keeping the
Butternut. I had EI5DI contest software,
coupled with Turbolog for logging (I am
still a fan of both these). Success was almost
immediate, 1st place island in the IOTA
contest 1996, (24 hr CW), probably my
finest hour. I tried mixed-mode in the 1996
ARRL 10m contest and was surprised with a
5th in world. Participated in CQWW SSB
and CW in 1996. I don't feel comfortable
talking into a microphone, funny - the better
results were in the phone contest. I really am
more at home on the key, and always will
be. In 1997 I had the privilege to operate as
ZD860CC commemorating 60 years of the
BERU contest. ZD8 had phenomenal
propagation to the States and Japan; both
countries have big amateur populations, the
pile-ups were never ending and 2 tours there
provided a great training ground.

The promise of work in distant lands was
upheld, and in 1993 I had the opportunity to
work in ZD8, Ascension Island. Recalling
my first evening on that rocky volcanic
outpost of the Commonwealth, I hastily put
up an indoor wire, which remarkably tuned
up on 40m. Amazingly as ZD8DEZ, I
worked Bill back in Lichfield. For the 6
months of that tour I used my trusty
Butternut vertical. It was sunspot minimum,
but I found 10m opened every day, maybe
not to Europe, but always to S. America or
Africa. Looking back I regret not
hammering the bands as much as I should
from ZD8 first time around. I left that to
Andy, G4ZVJ a good friend and colleague.
Andy whetted my appetite for contesting; he
certainly put ZD8 on the map in the early

Whenever I return back from overseas,
redundancy or another posting seems
inevitable! 1997 was no exception;
fortunately I moved posts from Devon to
Cornwall. The only significant change radio
wise was the TS-850S/AT got upgraded to a
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those two bands. If the DF is not precise at
least the country and area could be
identified. Perhaps there are indeed too
many individuals involved to produce any
meaningful data but even that information
would be worth the effort to find out.

efficient group hunting them down. Then
when they see that DF activity is happening
at that moment they may feel at risk and
QRT. A Cluster spot might simply say
'10103.0 D68C Jammer DF fixed'.
Will someone offer to co-ordinate the
incoming data? Someone who has the
software for mapping A to B lines (as is
used for VHF DX maps). It could REALLY
lead us somewhere. Besides, as we know
only too well these days - perception is more
important than reality. If the jammers get to
hear that this is SERIOUS then you never
know - the problem could be eased merely
by the presence of such a DF-Group. One
co-ordinator, a dozen reporters and fifty
talking it up might well be enough to have
some effect.

If a small number of individual jammers
were identified as originating, for example,
in central Slovakia or far West Hungary or
Sicily or East Anglia then locals in those
areas could pay special attention and local
DFing might track the individuals. Just the
threat of such, potentially successful, action
could scare some of them off. We could let
them know that the DX-world has had
enough of their nonsense and that we are
cracking down on them!
Anyone with directional-antennas could take
signal bearings and report them by e-mail:
date, time, frequency, lat/long from, bearing.
We could also use DX Cluster to indicate
that a DF fix has been taken. Spread the
word so Jammers know that there is an

Better still would be to make it official.
CDXC could adopt the programme and
enlist other European DX clubs. Let's at
least try to do SOMEthing!

What's the difference ?
Alex G3ZBE
I was recently chastising my 16 year old son
Gareth for spending too much time playing
Sci-fi and star wars type games on his
computer. Funny how you end up doing all
the parent-type things you swore YOU
wouldn't do when you had children! It went
something like this:-

from the last time."
Gareth "But you are worse than me!"
Me "What on earth do you mean, I never

play games, its moronic! "
(Things were getting a little tetchy now).
Gareth "Well you are always sitting at the
computer running those RUFZ and PED
Morse programs trying to increase your
score. If you are not doing that you spend
hours on your radio, trying to increase your
country score or else beat your points score
from the last contest! So, how is that any
different !

Me "You really should do something useful
with the computer instead of playing games
all the time.
Gareth "Doesn't everybody?"

"No! why don't you learn to do
something useful like learn to program or
use some of the application software, it
could even be useful for your school work"
1.4
Gareth
(truculently)
mumble,

Me

mumble"

(Longish pause) "err, um, well,
ANYWAY! DON'T YOU HAVE
HOMEWORK YOU SHOULD BE
DOING! (G3ZBE beats a hasty retreat to the
shack to lick wounds!)

Me

I suppose so.

(getting into my stride) "Your just
becoming obsessed with beating your score

Me
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QSL 100% VIA BUREAU - A GOOD IDEA?
Peter Chadwick G3RZP

How often do we hear 'QSL 100% via
Bureau'? How often is it worthwhile?

ask if a card is wanted during the QSO.
Special event station cards have their own
peculiarities at times, too. Especially after
JOTA and TDOTA (Jamboree On The Air
and Thinking Day On The Air), cards come
through the Bureau, many written out by the
Scouts and Guides at the time. That's fine except that cards addressed to G4B? aren't
very deliverable! Again, in some cases, the
writing is more than usually undecipherable,
especially where a mistake has been made
and the correction written over the top. 'U's
and 'V's are particularly difficult, so I have
to stop and work out if the card is for
G4BUV or G4BWV or G4BUW or
G4BVW. If the operator checked the cards
before sending them to the Bureau, this
could be avoided.

G4FNC became the nominal sub manager
for the G4BAA to G4BZZ series in 1981 or
thereabouts. From 1983, for various reasons,
I've done the work, so I've built up some
experience. From this, I can say that a lot of
QSL Bureau work is wasted effort!

Contests
With computer logging, 100% QSLing is
easy. Press the button, and the sticky labels
pour out of the printer in correct order. Then
what? Well, about half the cards will get to
the recipient. Some will be undeliverable to
anyone because of 'busted' calls - it's
amazing how many of these there are - the
rest will be to people who don't collect
cards. Because of the '100%' approach of
some stations, when I'm handing out QSOS
in a contest, there are particular stations
(such as KIKI) who I don't work! I don't
need any K1 cards on any band, while an
active contester such as G4BUO can easily
get 30 cards each year (year after year after
year!)from KIKI. I don't want to have my
bureau envelopes filled, so I don't work
him

Some special event cards provide
information about the event. Occasionally,
that's quite interesting. Sometimes, however,
the event is described but useful information
is missing. Like the location, WAB square
or whatever. The fact that station was run
from 'Siddington Mill' for example doesn't
tell people a lot about where 'Siddington
Mill' is, and at the least, some idea of the
county and nearest big town is a good idea,
together with the WAB info.

KIDG has a policy of QSLing the first
band/mode QSO with a station worked in a
contest, which is much more sensible.

DXpeditions

Just like the Special Event, a lot of cards
will go in the bin. I suppose that says that
there is something to be said for 'QSL Direct
only'!

Groups who are out /P, and who QSL,
should indicate their location and WAB on
the card. This is especially so for VHF
contests, where a number of groups
outgoing cards don't give the Locator,
making the card useless for award purposes.

Ordinary QSOs

It has been said that 'the last courtesy of a

QSO is a QSL'. I'm not too sure about that my father used to say that he did enough
paperwork all day at the office, without
more when he came home! Certainly, if
you're reasonably active on the HF bands,
you can expect a lot of cards for the 'run of
the mill' QSO. Unless there's something
special about the contact (QRP at one or

All of this suggest that there's an argument
for charging for using the Bureau for more
than say 300 cards a year
Special Event stations

Here again, a lot of cards get thrown out. I'm
adopting a policy of returning them to the
station, to bring home how silly it is not to
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of stations gave a hoot in any instruction,
including UP on CW or a clear "NT 2 only".
A G4 station gave me a hard time on that,
slowing down the process. Otherwise, bad
practices came from 360 degrees direction except from the US. Operational ability
really should be number one priority on the
curriculum for the radio amateur exam!
Giving justice to the rest: Most people were
very helpful — I guess the mixed experience
is par for the course. It is interesting to see
that being the coveted station you really can
influence the pile-up! I tried the technique
that I had heard used by a C31 station:
"Gentlemen — this is not a game of life or
death, it's for fun, and if you don't agree,
nothing is easier than closing down!" I think
it had an effect! It is also fun to hear 9K2ZZ
—Bob's response to calls like "JR, JR" is:
"I don't know who JR is — except JR Ewing
—go away". It works — behaviour changes.

I was particularly happy to work a couple of
QRPs, a weak VK6, many Gs, several VE
districts, all US (except W6), KL7, A41 and
V51. Funnily enough, an unknown
policeman, probably with a 2 kW station
and an omni-directional 10-el Yagi, gave me
a lot of help on SSB (thanks, om — this time
well appreciated). However, receiving
conditions were rather bad, so an ordinary
split operation would probably still yield
only the strongest stations. Yet, I promise to
learn and mend my ways in the future.
Uebung macht den Meister!
Synthesising the two experiences: 5P
politics and the SPIER operation, I can do
no better than quoting GOWAT's quip from
last CDXC Digest "The world is your
playground. Why aren't you playing?"
Let us take our hobby as seriously as it
deserves — and not a bit more!

MEMBER PROFILE
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GODEZ

Dez Watson — GODEZ, dez@cytanet.com.cy

First of all I'd like to wish all CDXC
members a belated happy and prosperous
new year. I thought it was about time I made
a contribution to the Digest, so here goes.
I'm 30 years old, born in Lichfield,
Staffordshire, and I suppose the story of
how I became a radio amateur started when I
was 10. I have to blame Bill, G4EHT, my
father for teaching me the Morse alphabet at
that age. It certainly used to impress my
school friends. In 1984, aged 14 I passed the
R.A.E. and got Bill's old class B call reissued which was G8HOA (Henrys Ohms
Amps). Newly licensed, one of my first
experiences was rather unpleasant, as I was
accused of being a pirate. It certainly raised
a few eyebrows on 2m when an innocent 14
years old voice called CQ using an old G8
call.

evening. The Morse examiner travelled up
from his home in London; he was in such a
rush he conducted the test at around 20
wpm. Rather unsurprisingly 95% of the
hopeful candidates failed (including myself).
Everyone was livid, and what could have
been a nasty incident was eventually sorted
out. The examiner re-tested everyone at 12
wpm and we all passed that same evening
What about first HF radios? Dad used to let
me use his TS-520S; I remember my
schoolwork suffered dreadfully as I spent
late nights working 80m CW. When I was
16, we part-exchanged the TS-520S for a
TS-140S. That was much better - it had the
WARC bands. A long time favourite hand
was 30m. 'Thirty' was very quiet in the mid
1980's and our simple wire antenna would
work DX with relative ease in those days. I
did a fair bit of QRP in the late 80's and
joined the G-QRP club. Dad and I never had
much in the way of antennas, (and still
don't). In 1986 Bill bought a Butternut HE-

Looking back, I wonder if that incident put
me off phone, and I suppose it did to an
extent. A year later in 1985 1 sat the Morse
test at Wombourne. That was an eventful
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together in organisations (RSGB, EDR,
CDXC etc.) to ensure that we also have
amateur radio 20 years from now — or 10?

as 4U lITU or 1AO. I don't think HB9 or Iamateurs have either. So why make such an
issue of the 5P-call? Judge for yourself.

More is more — not less

It would in my opinion be a nice little scoop,
for all of us, if 5PIER could be reinstated
and even declared a DXCC entity in line
with the above mentioned. If EDR had gone
that way, I, and a lot of others, would have
bowed our heads in respect. Almost as much
as if they had kept out.

All sorts of personal accusations have flown
through the air about 5PIER — in my
opinion completely irrelevant. Issuance of
the 5P license was 100% a matter between
the ERO and the governing body for
telecommunication in Denmark — not a
matter for EDR or individual amateurs,
who, through pressure, all played active
roles in eliminating 5PIER. Consequently
5PIER (ERO) itself asked for the call to be
withdrawn to avoid more quarrelling!

Being a radio amateur today is a hobby more
than anything else. It has to be fun! Being
helpful to each other, realising our priorities
and pushing PR to the limit must be
predominant in our behaviour.
Unfortunately the experimenting part is in a
fast decline. Most of us are a bunch of trainspotters - counting IOTA and DXCC instead
of Locomotives! — just using grown-up toys.
Our existence is less justified than the art of
kicking a ball in between two sticks on a
Sunday afternoon.

This is a good example of how individual
amateurs mis-spend their energy and how an
organisation (EDR) goes astray, deviating
from the objectives upon which it was
established. To this end it must not be
forgotten that neither EDR nor RSGB
represent all amateurs in their countries. The
consequence in this case is widened mistrust
in EDR's ability to speak up for amateur
radio. That is had news if we, disillusioned,
vote the easy way: with our feet.

But against the "Law of Jante" only
fools work with success and at great
personal peril - - -

Now, for my operational experience at
5PIER: I have only twice run small pile-ups
before, last when visiting EU146. This was
the first time where the QRM went way
beyond the ability of my 57 years of
increasing brain-stalemate. However, as I
made an issue out of being courteous,
wishing everyone Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year, as well as dishing out
QSL information at regular intervals, I feel
happy with the experience. Next time I
should be able to manage 2 QSOs per
minute, if that is the objective. EI5DI's SDX
(freeware), by the way, works a treat. It also
imports into several logging packages,
including G3PMR's excellent Shacklog
(which only misses a decent label-feature to
be close to perfection for me!).

My feelings towards EDR were a bit like
G3TMA's when he complained in the last
Digest about "an Editorial too far":
However, in spite of (unintended) "faux
pas" it is the standing together and accepting
that we still have worthwhile common
objectives that ensure our survival. I remain
a member of EDR despite my misgivings
and I'd recommend G3TMA to remain a
member of CDXC, or any other organisation
supporting DX, if DX is his interest.
Expressing one's opinion from the inside is
easier than from outside! — and not a word
about EU!
I do believe that our amateur organisations
(e.g. EDR) basically do a good job.
However, as in other political arenas,
lobbying is important. I wouldn't mind
having a couple of CEPT employees, who
happen to be radio amateurs, speaking up
for us at crucial negotiations! And I have
absolutely no problem with call signs such

I have to admit, with shame, that I
frantically tried to delimit the overwhelming
QRM by going through numbers (sorry
G3KZR!!) — I did it relatively fast, but let
me fire a rocket in the other direction: Lots
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both ends, or you're his first G, new WAB
square or whatever) I personally don't QSL,
but it's a matter for personal choice. There a
few things that should be remembered,
however.

2. Obviously, if you're going to send
envelopes to the Bureau, you need your
name and address on them. No, I never
did find out who those people were who
sent me stamped envelopes without
name, address or callsign on them!
That's happened a few times

1. Make sure your writing is legible! 'U's
and 'V's and 'W's that look like 'U's don't
help. Sometimes, recourse to the
Callbook helps to sort it out - 'Tnx Bill
in Sheffield for QSO" written on the
card enables the correct routing to be
established. Unfortunately, RSGB have
decided not to issue free Callbooks to
volunteers in future, so we either have to
buy our own Callbook to use for RSGB
volunteer work, or just return the cards
to RSGB HQ with a request for them to
look up the information.

3. You must put your callsign on the
envelope. Especially now we won't be
getting callbooks, that becomes more
important. That means on the front of
the envelope, preferably up in the left
hand top corner. Inside the flap of the
envelope is no help no, I'm not
inventing things!
4. Use reasonable size envelopes. Normal
letter size are a hit small; 6 by 4 inch
(15 by 10cm) are fine. Heavy paper is
an advantage; thin envelopes have been
known to burst open in the mail. I often
reinforce
with
Sellotape.
Stamp
appropriately. If you're fairly active, it's
probably worthwhile stamping for 100
or even 200 grams. Don't go too mad: I
have one G4B whose envelope is
stamped for 500grams, and he gets on
average 6 cards a year Using 1st or
2nd class stamps means that they don't
go out of date with postage changes. If
you want cards often, write 'Wait 6' or
whatever on the envelope: otherwise,
they'll come when they get up to or near
full weight.

2. It's also recommended that you put the
callsign of the station to whom the card
is going on both sides of the card. That's
all very well - if the callsign is the same
on both sides of the card, and you'd be
surprised how often it isn't!
3. If the card is for somebody 'VIA
G2XXX', then make sure the 'VIA
G2XXX' is in LARGE Printing.
4. Even if QSLing direct, note these points.
Plus the fact (not much problem for the
UK!) that times and thus the associated
dates should be in UTC
Receiving Cards

5. If you must number the envelopes, think
about it. It's natural that you write '1' on
the first, '2' on the second - which you
place on top of number 1 - '3' on the
third, which you then place on top of
number 2, and so on.
I file the
envelopes in callsign order, so your pile
of envelopes will have number 6 at the
front, won't it? When I have 10 lots of
envelopes to sort, my temper noticeably
shortens, and you'll very likely get
number 6 first. I write 'LAST' on your
last envelope: that's all you really need
to bother about. If you must number
them, sort them into order with number

This really is very simple, but its amazing
how people can complicate the issue!
1. To receive cards, you need to keep
envelopes at the Bureau. This might
seem obvious, but a guy who hadn't had
envelopes at the Bureau for 4 years
complained to RSGB that he hadn't had
any cards the 'QSL Manager' for a
national club 'didn't know he was
supposed to keep envelopes at the
Bureau'. Another guy complained that he
hadn't had any cards but had sent
envelopes - to the address we left 8 years
previously.
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or hear you on the air, you may just get
lucky

1 at the front, please!
6. In about 1989, there were complaints
from sub managers about the storage
space being taken up by unclaimed
cards. Legal advice was taken, and the
rule is that sub managers keep cards for
3 months. I interpret that as 3 months
from the date when I did the sorting which is within about 4 weeks usually of
receiving the box of cards from HQ.
After that, they go at the next sorting
session - and some choice DX has gone
that way. If you're worried about your
envelopes having got the Bureau, send a
stamped postcard to the sub manager
that he/she can tick as appropriate. Don't
expect, as some people do, that I'll chase
you and tell you if you haven't got
envelopes. If I have your e-mail address,

It is possible to come to an informal
arrangement with the sub manager - if you
get a lot of cards, he packages them and you
send a cheque. Don't expect it as right,
however. There may be something to be said
for the US system, where you send a cheque
and the sub manager provides envelopes and
stamps. I've never tried introducing that
here, as the accounting is another problem to
handle.
I hope that this has been informative, and
can help you to lessen the Bureau's work. If
we continue to increase the volume of cards
for which there's no real demand, then I can
see that the day will come sooner rather than
later when charges will be introduced for
using the bureau.

Tennadyne T10 Log Periodic Review

—

Conclusion

Phil Catterall, G4OBK

figure of 6.1 dBd quoted by the
manufacturer and the front to back seems to
be as quoted. 1 haven't had the opportunity
to do any real comparisons with other beam
antennas but I did enlist the help of Ger
GOUVR who lives 5 miles away from me to
measure the front to back ratio on his
TS430s S-Meter. Without the use of proper
test equipment the results are rather vague,
however the front to back ratio on all bands
20m through to 10m varied between 3.5 and
7 S-Points which doesn't say a lot about the
accuracy of our measurements — assuming
that one S point equals 6 dB! However, it
does indicate that the antenna exhibits
plenty of front to back ratio.

The antenna has now been in use for almost
6 months and I am very satisfied with its
performance. Please refer back to the
November Digest for the previous article.
One problem that I had with the antenna was
the boom to mast clamp, which wasn't up to
the job. Apparently I was one of the last to
receive this type of fixing. Tennadyne were
good enough to send me the updated
boom/mast clamp assembly and since this
was fitted in January I haven't had a
problem. Previously if the wind got up in
excess of about 40 MPH the antenna would
"pinwheel" on the stub mast no matter how
much I tightened the boom to mast clamp.
Tennadyne tell me that the updated
assembly is now part of every antenna.

I can't find much out about Tennadyne but
do know that the proprietor formerly worked
for Moseley. I'm pleased with the antenna's
performance and versatility all on a single
boom and would purchase it again.

I'm very satisfied with the antenna's
performance. In October it allowed me to
easily work K5K on all bands 20m through
to 10m. I have no reason to doubt the gain
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5P1 ER

—

or how envy, not curiosity, killed the cat

Jorgen Faxholm (Joe), MOAXP/OZ3CF, Faxholm@OrchardSim.com

At some point in time a couple of Danish
amateurs decided that if 5P couldn't be used
for other amateurs it should not be used at
all, so they started a campaign of
elimination. Unfortunately they may have
succeeded, although SPIER may rise as
another bird Phoenix with the call OZOERO,
the 0-sign now being issued in Denmark for
the first time. Needless to say it will raise as
many eyebrows as MO. The excuse
ostensibly was that the call was obtained
using improper methods — I suppose in the
same way as I usually, and successfully,
threaten the Tax-Man to lower my
assessment?

The following story describes how you can
make a great little DXpedition across the
town in Copenhagen! It is also a sad tale of
human vanity, misunderstood priorities —
and how an amateur radio organisation lost
its way. We can all learn from that!
During my Christmas holiday in Denmark I
had the mixed pleasure of being the (likely)
last operator at SPIER, the CEPT Clubstation located at the European Radio
Communication's Office (ERO) in
Copenhagen. It has a prime position in the
old harbour area behind Langelinie ("home
of the Little Mermaid"). I had decided to
bring my IC756PRO to give the expected
pile-up, and myself, a fair chance.

Years ago the Danish/Norwegian writer,
Axel Sandemose, invented the concept
called "The law of Jante". The core of its
content is: "Don't believe you are anyone" —
and "If I can't have it, you can't either".
Rings bells? Well it rang out the death toll
for 5P I ER.

I had great support from OZ7BO, Thormod
Boe, who, apart from his senior role at ERO
is the caretaker of the station. He basically
gave me free access — an offer I had some
difficulty resisting. Christmas, and my wife,
convinced me it had to be a limited
operation!

Unfortunately the matter, fuelled by the
"Law of Jante", transgressed beyond the
unimportant area of personal quarrelling and
into the official turf of EDR (the Danish
RSGB).

From a mini-expedition point of view it was
a reasonable success — I am not in the
operational league of some of the big
CDXC-guns — but I managed approximately
I QSO/minute despite elevator-noise and
less than ideal conditions. Antenna
conditions only allowed 10-15-20m
operation. It was great fun and the pile-up
gave me my share of adrenaline push in
between the stuffed goose and New Year's
fireworks. The Result was 405 QSOs and 57
countries - and all QSLs have been sent!

In this day and age, where amateur radio is
under all sorts of pressure, choosing to deal
with the "right" political issues — and
forcefully so — is a must for organisations
such as RSGB and EDR. Recent examples
are: unattended operations; pressure on our
band allocations; and generally new licence
conditions to help generate a growing rather
than a declining amateur population, let
alone rejuvenation! Even CDXC is founded
on the basis that we need active involvement
and a targeted sense of achievement in order
to keep a great hobby alive. It is not enough
to lock yourself up in the shack and keep
adding countries or islands to the list with
no thought for those who make it possible!
We need positive fighters, not killjoys or
people who seek personal gain. We bundle

SPIER was established in the early 90s as a
club station for CEPT employees. The
station has also been visited from time to
time by people like myself. 5P counts as OZ
(EUO29) and is a unique call sign — no one
else in Denmark has a 5P call. It was
exceptionally issued to the ERO through the
proper channels and bodies. And that,
incredibly, seems to be the "problem".
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