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Why Evolution?
When Icom introduced the IC -706mk1 back in
1995 it instantly became a best seller with L&S taking over 100 advanced orders.
Twelve months later, the midi arrived, then
the mklIDSP; improving performance based
on feedback from Radio Amateurs
worldwide.
AlmoMbreeivears after the birth of such an
advanced pied
iiiikellffiffMlifillICOm Japan
have produced the IC-706nnklIG. Incerporating
many eraliffitts enter the, f irst series, the
new version offers the following: •

■
■
■
■
■
■

Expanded frequency coverage 430440MHz
2M output boosted to SOW
Tone Squelch as standard
Key Illumination for night time use
User Programmable auto repeater function
CR-282 optional High Stability oscillator available
Irf 0.5pprn1

Add 16040M at 100W, 6114 at TOOW all mode
and once again loom steal the lead in
Amateur Radio Communication products.
RRP £1195.
ML&S price -call now. Part exchange and
credit facilities available subject to status.
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CDXC CLOTHING

-

311 SUCCESSFUL YEARS
after
we're not just hail shifters!'"

ADVICE/ • me BEST PRICES/
HIE OMR; • THE BEST OUR OWN SERVICE DEPARTMENT/ r
•
• THE FASTEST Malay/

looking for an HF Radio at the

RIGHT PRICE

we've got the lot - IN STOCK!
YAESU VL- WOO

We are now able to offer a range of high quality CDXC clothing, which contains an embroidered CDXC logo and your callsign,
also embroidered. The quality of the clothing is exceptional, as those who have seen it will testify. We have standardised on

care,

and the remainder of the logo text in gold. Your callsign will be in red. I have
navy blue as the colour, with a red
arranged with the supplier, Aquarian, that you may order direct from them. Prices include your callsign (except ties, which do
text
may be added at extra cost. Please note that postage charges listed are to IJIC
of
not carry a callsign). Additional lines
addresses. Please contact Aquarian direct for postage charges to other countries.

ITEM

£2199
..C1199
£1499
£3999
£399
£1095
£199
£329
£429

LINEAR AMP

SIZE

PRICE
£20.00
£21 . 00
£15.50
£22.00

Sweatshirt

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve

762M

Children's Sweatshirts
Collared Sweatshirts

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve
Acrylic/Cotton

7628
WH6

Heavyweight Sweatshirts

Cotton 80%, Poly 20%

162M

5, M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL, )0(t.
S, M, L, XL
XXL
M, L, XL

539M

XXL
S, M, L, XL

Polo Shirts

Jerzee Lightweight

Polo Shirts
Children's Polo Shirt
'T' Shirts
'V' Neck Pullover

Trakman Heavyweight
Jerzee Lightweight
Heavyweight 100% Cotton
Lambswool

539B
363M
#675

'V' Neck Pullover

Super Acryllic

#673

Crew Neck Pullover
Crew Neck Pullover
Bomber Jacket

Lambswool
Super Acrylic

#665
#663
MA1

£23.00

XXL

Yaesu FT-847 IPFT 1000MP (AC) The choice of the WORLDS DXers
£1499
HF Transceiver + 6M - includes AM/FM
FT 920
HF + VHF/UHF Transceiver + FREE PSUI
IT 847
lkW HF + 50MHz 500W Amp
QUADRA
Dual Band Mobile
IT 8100
NEW Multibond Mobile HF - 70cm
FT 100
Dual Bond Handheld + Wideband RX
11X-1R
NEW Triband 6M, 2M, 70cms + Wideband RX
VX.SR
Includes FREE FM unit
FRG-100

CODE

S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
22" to 34"
M, L, XL, XXL
36" to 48'
50"
36' to 48"
50'
36" to 48'
36' to 48'
5, M, L, XL, XXL
XXXL, XXXXL

Tie

ORDER FORM

I

I

PRICE
I SIZE
QTY
ITEM
ALL ITEMS NAVY, WITH CDXC LOGO IN RED/GOLD. CALLSIGN IN RED

£23.00
£24.00
£19.00
£20.00
£19. 50

£14. 50
£16.00
£30.00
£32.00
£23. 50
£25. 50
£30. 00
£23. 50
£41.00
£43. 50
£13. 25

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received
Payment Received

Er
TS-870S
TS-57014

TM-G707
TH-D7E
11C-111

HF Base true DSP
HF Base/Mobile DSP Transceiver
2M/70cms Dual Band Mobile
NEW Dual Bond Handie + Packet INC
Visual Communicator colour SSW Unit

Logo ordered/in stock

£1799
£899
£319
£299

Garments ordered

£369

Additional text @ £3.00 per line
Sub-Total
P&P £1.75 1 st item, £1.25 additional items
Note: Bomber jackets £3.50 P&P
TOTAL:
CALL SIGN:

corn IC - 746 P
IC-746
1C-706
IC-Fr RI000
1C-PCRI00
IC-T8E

IC - R8500
IC-R2

Order completed/
Despatched

I

HF/VHF Transceiver 100W HF 6 + 2M + FREE PSU £14994
NEW MK IIG HF, 6M, 2M + 70cm. All Mode Mobile..£11095
£249
Computer controlled scanning receiver
£189
NEW AM/FM Computer controlled scanner
£319
Triband Handie 6M, 2M, 70cm
£1549
Wide6and receiver 100kHz - 1999MHz
Mini Wideband Handie receiver 495kHz - 1309MHz ....£139
a

NEVADA

Garments received

YOUR NAME:
ADDRESS:

PAY BY THREE POST DATED CHEQUES INTEREST FREE!
POST
TELEPHONE:
[

CODE:

AQUARIANI
Quarryhill Cottage
Justinhaugh
By Forfar
Angus, DD8 3T0
Tel: 01307 860 350
Fax: 01307 360 350

major contests since the last issue (CQWW
160 and ARRL CW) but I have received no
write-ups. I'm afraid I don't even have an
idea of how the CDXC team fared in this
year's AFS contests, as I was in the USA
when they took place. So, as with the rest of
the Digest, if you have something relevant
and likely to be of interest to fellow
members, please send it along in time for
the next deadline.

Incidentally, it occurs to me that SO2R
could easily be reduced to impotence by
introducing, for example, a 10-minute rule,
such as we are familiar with in multi-single.
But this would lead to a whole new debate,
because it would prohibit single-radio
operators from the quick QSY with a new
multiplier which is yet another test of
operator expertise.
Finale

73 de Don G3XTT

A little lightweight on the contests side this
time, I'm afraid, mainly due to lack of time
on my part. There have been a couple of

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
Feb-May
01/03-14/03
01/03-09/03
01/03-08/03
01/03-16/03
02/03-09/03
03/03-10/03
04/03-18/03
06/03-07/03
06/03-18/03
06/03-07/03
06/03-07/03
10/03-28/03
11/03-12/03
13/03-15/03
14/03
15/03-22/03
20/03-21/03
20/03-21/03
20/03-22/03
20/03-21/03
26/03
26/03-31/03
27/03-28/03

Mar-Apr
from March
01/04-10/04
03/04-04/04
03/04-04/04
03/04-04/04
06/04-21/04
09/04-11/04
10/04-11/04
11/04
11/04
17/04-18/04
22/04-25/04
24/04-25/04
24/04-25/04
01/05
01/05-02/05
08/05-09/05

by K8VIR
ZL4IR/SI: Stewart Island (0C-203)
J8OC: Mustique Island (NA-025) * by GOREP
T3ORD: West Kiribati (OC-017) * by OK1RD, OK1RI, OK1TN
VP2E: Anguilla (NA-022) * by W1USN, AA1M, W1HL
XF4MX: Socorro Isl (NA-030), Revilla Gigedo * by XE1s
HKO: San Andres Island (NA-033) * by W4DC and others
KG4OX: Guantanamo (NA-015) * by W4OX
C56/G3VMW or C56SW: Gambia
CO9BCC (ARRL SSB) * by COs
VK9EHH: Lord Howe (0C-004) * by K8VIR
ARRL DX SSB Contest
Ukraine RTTY Championship
T31RD *or* T33RD * by OK1RD, OK1RI, OK1TN
5T: Mauritania * by JA1CPS and others
TR: Banie Island (AF-043) * by F5VCR and G3OCA
UBA Spring SSB Contest
PYO: St.Peter & St.Paul's Arch. (SA-014) • by ABRA-DX
II2V * special A. Volta station
JA3CMY, JE4CIL and JI3DST: Oki Archipelago (AS-041)
BART Spring RTTY Contest
Russian DX Contest
II2V * special A. Volta station
WP4U: Mona Island (NA-099)
CQWW WPX SSB Contest
9N7RN: Nepal * by IZ6BRN
FTSXN: Kerguelen * by F6IHY
3B9: Rodrigues Island (AF-017) * by MKDXF
Italian YLRC Marconi
SP DX SSB Contest
EA RTTY Contest
JT1Y: Mongolia * by IOSNY
Japan DX CW High Bands Contest
King of Spain Contest
RSGB Low Power CW Contest
UBA - CW Spring Contest
EU Sprint Spring SSB Contest
II2V • special A. Volta station
Helvetia Contest
SP DX RTTY Contest
AGCW DL CW QRP Contest
ARI Contest
II2V * special A. Volta station
40
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banned for having bigger towers, more
land, etc. In any case, the second radio
need not be a top-of-the-range one, and
secondhand transceivers can be bought
very cheaply. You need not even have to
put up additional antennas — for
example, if you use a quad, you can
often get away with running separate
feedlines and listen on one band when
transmitting on another (incidentally, the
late-G3FXB used to do this when
hosting multi-single operations from his
station). And you probably already have
separate antennas for each of the low
bands, in any case.

In the case of RTTY, which can be both sent
and received by machine with little human
intervention (as anyone who has used
WF I B's excellent RTTY program will be
aware), SO2R can be highly effective, just
by adding some overlay software to handle
the timing issues to ensure that a sent
exchange on one band continues long
enough to allow the full exchange to be
received on another and so on. It doesn't
take a big leap of the imagination, even if
you are not a RTTY operator, to see what a
difference this could make. Frankly, the
capability to do the same on CW can't be far
away — it is rumoured that some of the
software writers in our ranks already have
the code to handle fully automatic CW
QSOs and the timing issues of running two
stations on separate bands without timing
conflicts. So where do we draw the line? For
many years we have gratefully accepted
technological developments into what is,
after all, nothing if not a technogical hobby.
But does there come a point at which we say
stop, or does the hobby itself simply time
expire just as chariot racing and other
worthy pastimes have done in the past?

• While we cannot know what "spirit of
the contest" was intended by those who
framed the original rules, there is
actually nothing new about SO2R
which, in one form or another, has been
around at least since the 1950's.
To my mind the arguments of the supporters
of SO2R are the more compelling, but in
fairness it has to be said that SO2R can lead
to what might be described as "spectrum
abuse". A contester may stick with largely
unproductive CQing, knowing that he is still
building up points on his second radio,
where a single-radio entrant would have left
the frequency clear for others to use while
he went "hunt and pounce". Again, of
course, there's nothing new about this — it
has been feasible ever since memory keyers
appeared (at least 20 years ago) — it's just
that SO2R seems to have become more
prevalent in recent years.

I don't know the answer, but I have a feeling
contesting as we know it still has a number
of years to run. Despite the so-called
advances, listening on the bands today
contesting "feels" and "sounds" much as it
did when I was first licensed just over 30
years ago. SO2R is certainly no huge
breakthrough and, in any case, probably of
little use to the really high scorers such as
the Caribbean single-op expeditions who
have such high rates throughout the contest
that a second radio would sit idle for 99% of
the time. Maybe the fuss will die down and
the matter will be forgotten in a year or two
as the heated debates rage about whether the
CQWW Spread Spectrum Digital Voice
Contest should take over the WPX SSB
weekend, or whether a log deadline of 24
hours after the contest is being overgenerous now that most people have realtime Internet links to the CQ contest-server!

Should SO2R be banned? Could it be
banned (how do you police it)? Or does it
actually add a new element of interest to
contesting? You pays your money and you
takes your choice. But before deciding,
perhaps a couple of final points.
The recent debate was sparked not by
CQWW Phone or CQWW CW, but by the
ARRL RTTY Roundup, in which it seems
that several entrants achieved significantly
higher scores than hitherto by using SO2R.
39
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Don Field, G3XTT
that extra multiplier first call and get back to
CQing on the main rig before someone
steals your frequency. A number of HF
contesters, especially in the US, have
mastered this art and used it to increase their
scores.

SO2R — Big Issue or Non-Event?

The SO2R (single-op two-radio to the
unitiated!) question has been generating
more than its share of hot air again recently
on the Contest Reflector.
SO2R is nothing new — go back far enough
and many "serious" contesters had separate
rigs for each band because it was such a
chore to change the coils, retune the finals,
etc, etc. Even if you only had one
transmitter, it wasn't uncommon to use a
second receiver to keep an eye on which
other bands were opening; in the good old
days of WWII surplus gear it wasn't a major
expense to buy another HRO, AR88 or
whatever.

Naturally, this has led to cries of "foul". The
detractors believe that SO2R should be
banned, or created as a separate category.
They cite several reasons:

But in recent years, with solid-state no-tune
rigs the tables have turned. It somehow
came to be assumed that single-op meant
single-radio although the rules say nothing
of the kind (and, for simplicity, let's talk
CQWW here; the rules vary a little from
contest to contest). QSY was instant,
especially if you also had a no-tune linear,
and there was more than enough work to do
operating one radio. Then along came
computer logging, with CW sent
automatically from the keyboard (or DVK
for SSB), and there were times while the
station was sending CQ on your behalf and
you were back to twiddling your thumbs.
So, hey, let's get another receiver and listen
on the other bands. The next step, naturally,
is to make that a transceiver, so that you can
use it to work any multipliers you hear
(though you're not allowed to transmit on
more than one band at once, so you can only
do this when your main rig has finished a
CQ, only to be met by silence). Then, of
course, add a linear to the second rig, and
feed it into a vertical or, ideally, a second set
of beam antennas, so that you can knock off

•

It unfairly advantages those who use it,
making the "playing field" even less
level than it already was.

•

It raises the ante in terms of expense,
real estate, etc. to the point where many
would-be contest entrants can no longer
hope to compete.

•

Though not specifically outlawed in the
rules, it is outwith the "spirit of the
contest" (and therefore the rules should
be rewritten to reflect this).

The supporters of SO2R take a different
line:
•
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Like other developments in contesting
(electronic keyers, DVKs, PCs, etc.) it
harnesses advances in technology to
make contesting more interesting.
Would we all want to continue with AM,
valve PAs, hand keys, etc?

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
with us another episode (the last episode?)
in the tale of his planning tribulations.
Earlier articles seem to have generated a lot
of interest, and no doubt sympathy. How on
earth does anyone cope in the face of
uninformed emotion rather than rational
argument? And whenever I hear of folk
complaining about the potential effects of
radiation from our HF transmitters I am
inclined to suggest they first clear their
environment of all those 100 watt sources of
electromagnetic energy (at a much higher,
and therefore more worrying frequency) that
hover at head height around their houses.
Wouldn't they be much safer sitting in the
dark, rather than risk the dangers of electric
light?

EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

I suppose the biggest HF event of the last
couple of months has to be the ZL9CI
operation. 9MOC notwithstanding, I
consider ZL9CI to be the "best ever"
expedition that I have had the pleasure of
chasing. We were fortunate in the UK to
have a good path to ZL9, and many G
stations worked them on several bands,
though 1 only know of GM3POI having
made it on 160. The QSO total, the efficient
manner of the operating, the effectiveness of
the Web servers, the excellence of the
regular bulletins all speak of a well
organised operation, and all credit to
everyone involved. It will be interesting to
hear about it at the Annual Dinner, and I am
also grateful to Brian GMOEGI for sharing
with us his experiences of the chase.

So, many thanks to Phil and all other
contributors. There should be some more
DXpedition war stories next time round, and
one or two more member profiles but, as
always, the more material the merrier.

Of course, the other news item of
significance is the addition of yet another
"entity" to the DXCC list. We always knew
that Palestine would eventually be added,
but it seems to have crept up on us silently,
with the final announcement coming as
something of a surprise. It should prove to
be an easy one from the UK on all bands
160 to 6 and, indeed, there has already been
a great deal of activity. I am amazed at how
big and unruly the pile-ups have been, given
that we should see plenty of E4 activity in
the years to come.

•

There is no unfair advantage — unlike,
say, Packet spotting which draws on
help from others who input the spots,
SO2R is down to the individual, who
has to develop a higher level of skill,
which
is
what
contesting
is
fundamentally a test of.

It's also been fun chasing G3WGV,
G3SWH, G3RTE and 5Z4RL, signing
5Z4LI from Lamu Island. In one QSO on
12m SSB I managed to speak with all three
of the G contingent, despite earlier rumours
that not one of them knew what a
microphone was! All that sun, sea and sand
must have made them light-headed.

•

The financial issue is irrelevant — no-one
is suggesting that entrants should be

As always I am grateful to all Digest
contributors. This time Phil G4OBK shares

And, of course, do let me have photos too.
Neville makes up the photo pages, and we
seem to have settled on eight photos per
issue as being a manageable number, but we
are always keen to have a pipeline of
photographs. And, if I may be a little selfish
here, I'm also looking for photos for my
column in RadCom, so do let me know
whether I can use them there if we don't
have space here!
By the way, I want to thank those of you
who responded to my request for comments
about the usefulness of the calendar at the
back of the Digest. It looks as though it
fulfils a purpose, even in these days of the
DX News Sheet, daily news on the Internet,
and so on. I'll try to keep it going as best I
can.
73 Don G3XTT
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Declan EI6FR will be giving one of the first
slide talks on the ZL9CI DXpedition.
Declan played a major role in the
DXpedition as the European organiser.
Andrew GIONWG will be there too. It
should be a great evening - the bookings are
rolling in thick and fast. There are only
about 60 places available at the dinner so if
you have not booked please contact Barry
G4RKO a.s.a.p. The dinner is at the
Wellington Hotel, Crowthorne, the same
location as our 1996 dinner which was
excellent. My guess is that some CDXC
members will be found in the bar from
6.30pm onwards.

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Sincere congratulations to ZL9CI Campbell
Island team — a wonderful effort with over
95,000 QSOs in 17 days despite having to
leave the island every evening. They were
loud, competent and overcame some major
logistical challenges. CDXC members
Andrew GIONWG and Lee ZL2AL were
part of the team - well done guys.
I found the ZL9C1 team fairly easy to work
although the openings on 10 and 12m were
quite short. I was particularly pleased with
my 80m QSO on SSB. I put up a sloper as I
thought this would do better than the dipole
and got through after 3 to 4 calls. The
following conversation then took place with
Trish, my XYL.

On the subject of the social programme the
AGM and Summer Social are scheduled for
Saturday 3 July at the QTH of Don G3OZF.
I am sure that this will be another excellent
affair. As always, we are seeking new blood
for the committee so if you are interested,
please contact Barry G4RKO or myself.

N: Got the Campbell Island team using that
sloper on 80m - the last band I needed them.
T: You mean that piece of wire over the
tennis court?
N: Yes.
T: Well if you can do it with that piece of
wire, why do you need all those big beams?
N: (Gives explanation about bands)
T: What report did you get?
N: 5/9.
T: Surely not on that bit of wire?
N: Everyone gives 5/9 but I was probably
about 4/7. We did the same on Spratlys.
T: What's the point of that then? - What
report did you give them?
N: 5/9.
T: What were they really?
N: Around 4/7.
T: Well, why not give that? - who's kidding
who?
N: Everyone gives 5/9.
T: Well the report obviously doesn't mean
anything to anyone nowadays, everyone
knows what they will get so what's the point
of the exercise?
N: Yes dear, that's food for thought. (I make
a quick retreat to my shack).

The CDXC Northern Dinner is planned for
Saturday 11 September and we are being
pressed by the hotel in Harrogate for
numbers. David Whitaker BRS25429 has
agreed to organise the dinner so if you are
planning to go, please get in contact with
David (Email brs25429@compuserve.com )
or with Barry G4RKO.
The Penallt Trophy seems to have attracted
much more interest this year under the new
rules. Our thanks to Bob G3PJT for running
a table on the DX cluster. It looks as though
the leading lights worked nearly 120 DXCC
countries on the LF bands in January - a
great effort. On the subject of trophies, the
RSGB Council has accepted our proposals
regarding a CDXC trophy for the CQWW
Contest. The "CDXC Cup" will be awarded
to the leading single operator UK/Channel
Islands/ Isle of Man entrant in the CQ
Worldwide Phone Contest. This parallels the
G8KW cup which is awarded for the CW
Contest. CDXC plaques will no longer be
awarded for the CW and SSB high power
categories. They will however continue to
be awarded for the low power single

At the Annual Dinner on Saturday 20 March

4

metres. A very nice catch! Other countries
heard on 12 metres were D2CM, 7Q7JL,
5R8EW, TL5A and 4UIUN.

DX can be heard on the HF bands. But even
so, as you will have read, if conditions are
just right some wonderful DX can even he
heard on the LF bands. So I say "go for it".
Anyone thinking of taking a vacation in the
Canary Isles in mid winter the local weather
is usually sunshine throughout the day with
a high of 28C and a low of 20C. In Tenerife
it is slightly cooler in the north of the island
than where we go in the South. See you all
DXing in El Medano next year?!!

With my antenna limitations regrettably the
LF Bands were always going to be a
struggle. Only two stations were heard on 80
metres. Yes, it was that bad! On 40 metres I
did manage to hear some African countries CN, TZ, TL, 5N and EA9 come to mind.
But very little from the America's. Now, if
only I could have got on the hotel roof!!
I had set myself a target of hearing 170
DXCC countries on this last trip to EA8 It
was obvious that after the first week I would
be way off this target. However, things
picked up in the third week and my final
tally of countries heard was 160 all on SSB.
20 metres produced a total of 126 countries
heard. The ARRL 10m contest helped me to
hear 84 countries on this band during my
stay but 15 metres was not too far behind
with 81 countries heard. No, I won't tell you
how I fared on the other bands!

David A Whitaker BRS 25429

Yorkshire Cluster Support Group
Annual DX Convention
Saturday 24 th April
Post House, Tadcaster Rd, York
Lunchtime buffet, and four lectures of DX
interest, plus evening DX Dinner. Special
rates for overnight accommodation.
Chairman, Andy G4ZVJ. Bob G3ZEM and
Roger G3SXW will be recently returned
from C2, and will give a presentation. It is
also hoped to have a presentation on ZL9.
For
further details,
contact
John
Dunnington, G3LZQ, YCSG Treasurer (Tel:
01430 449420)

When I got home I updated my all-time
countries heard in Tenerife. From my eleven
visits to the island I have now logged 244
DXCC Countries. Oh boy, there has
certainly been some nice catches in that
time. How about C2 Nauru on 20 and 40
metres. FR/G and FR/J on 15 metres, P29
and H44 on 20m, HC8 on 10, 15 and 40
metres, KH6, V7, Y.18, ZK1 and VK9N on
40 metres. Probably the best catch of them
all was hearing Pitcaim Island on 10 metres
one evening.

FOR SALE
Brand new boxed Cushcraft A3S. List price
£389.95. All sensible offers considered.
Alan Jubb, G3PMR, 30 West St., Gt.
Gransden, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3AU

Time to close now. I hope this article may
have whetted your appetite to take a radio
with you next time you go abroad. Even
with such a poor antenna as I had this time

Email: SHACKLOG@aol.com. Tel 01767
677 913.
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metres saw many, and I do mean many,
VK6's coming through, usually working
Stateside. I assume this would have been on
their long path? But why so many when
there were no other countries coming
through on this path? Then we had Jim
Smith, VK9NS, who never lets me down
when I am in EA8! This time, and right out
of the blue, he came back to a CQ call from
6W6/N3NS. Time 18.20z. This very short
opening probably lasted no more than five
minutes. Again, I was just in the right place
and at the right time. That's the way it goes
at times.

Being some one thousand miles South West
off the southern tip of Europe it becomes
noticeable how quiet 20 metres becomes in
the mornings. That is apart from a few EA
and CT stations. In the UK we have of
course all the Western and Central European
countries audible which makes the band
sound open all the time. In EA8 we have to
wait until the skip lengthens. Then, it is
usually to Africa and the American
Continent which comes through.
I always keep tabs on how many countries I
hear on the various bands whilst I am
"playing away". On 20 metres I find it is
always a struggle to hear countries in South
East Europe and then into the Middle East.
On this last trip it took me 13 days before I
heard my first YU and LZ station on any
band! So generally speaking the further East
the more harder it becomes to hear stations
in that direction. This also applied to the
Asian Soviet countries. Indeed, a UA9 is
DX n Tenerife!

1 have dwelled on 20 metres long enough so
what was I hearing on the other HF bands?
Well, plenty of activity from Africa as to be
expected. FH/DK5PP was a nice one heard
on 10 metres. 5V7A was very strong on 15
metres, likewise TZ6JA. Some JA's were
heard on 15m in the morning plus BY4BNS
heard on about five occasions. From the
America's CP6/LU9AY was heard on 10m
along with 8P9HT. TN7OT, running lower
power, was audible on 15m. Other "rare-ish"
stations heard on 15 metres were FT5ZH,
VP8CZJ, 5V7DP, 9Q5TR, 7P8HH,
V44NEF, FK8VHU and 137K. 10 metres
came to my rescue during the ARRL 10m
Contest! In this event I heard the likes of
5H3US, J37K, J8OK, PZ5JR, C6DX,
OA4SS, and HC2SL. Oh, one interesting
station heard on 10 metres was ZLIANJ
heard on the long path at 21.47 and then
again on the short path the following day at
09.43. I ask the same question as before where were all the other stations/countries
from that area at that time?

Being further South, and some 400 mile off
the West Africa coast meant that if there
was going to be any activity from these
countries EA8 would get it first! And so
with the rising solar flux it meant many of
the previous "missing" ZS stations were
heard this time. Some particularly strong
signals were heard from Angola this time D2CM, D2YY and D2GG along with
stations from 6W, 5N, 7P8, TL. 9G and
5V7. Many of the American stations heard
were courtesy of the 14.247 net which used
to come on around 21.00z. Here I heard the
likes of J3, J6, J7, V31, TG9, HKO, C6, TI
and CP. On some occasions 20 metres did
open to the East but for very short periods of
time. However, being in the right place at
the right time, I found BY4BNS, BV2RS,
XU I A, HL5MCH, V63H0, V63KU,
WH6ASW/KH2 being some which come to
mind. Just before I returned home I heard
3W5FM weakly.

Prior to the ARRL 10m Contest, and with
hardly any other activity on the band,
VP2MDY came blasting through at 18.15. A
true 5x9+. Golly, with a signal like that he
must have been pushing out at least one (or
two) kilowatts! The two WARC Bands had
their surprises but on the whole activity was
sparse. Probably my best "hit" in the three
weeks I was in Tenerife was to hear T8811,
first on 17 metres then an hour later on 12

Yes, 20 metres, as to be expected, carried
most of the traffic and some interesting
observations to relate. Mid evening on 20
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operator categories. Last year's winners of
the CDXC plaques were:
CQWW High Power Phone - Steve
GW4BLE
CQWW Low Power Phone - Tony G3LOJ
CQWW High Power CW - Andrew
GIONWG
CQWW Lower Power CW - Steve
GD4UOL
Members will know that we will be running
the IOTA Millennium Programme for the
RSGB IOTA Committee. This has already
taken on the name IOTA 2000 and looks
like being a very popular programme.
Members may recall that premium points
are scored for contacts with specified IOTA
island groups during the various months in
2000. Normal points are scored at other
times. There are 930 IOTA groups that
qualify for this programme and thanks to
some clever computery by Alan G3PMR we
were able to allocate all 930 groups to their
premium months fairly quickly. Some
manual adjustments were needed to deal
with the larger groups falling into two or
more months and to adjust for the
International Dateline. All this work is now
complete so the next stage is to start to
market IOTA 2000 very widely. We believe
it will have a major impact as QSL cards
will not be required. Both CDXC and the
IOTA Programme should benefit
considerably.
On the subject of marketing, our
membership numbers are now around 410
and two major initiatives are planned.
During the next few weeks we will be
writing to all non-member G stations who
updated their DXCC or IOTA scores at the
end of 1998.
We have received our club licence MOCDX.
Members are welcome to use this and
should get in touch with Barry G4RK0 if
they wish to so. We are also considering
applying for a special short contest call.
I have recently got back on RTTY using the
K6STI software. This is superb software

which uses the Soundcard in the PC. I used
it with the WF I B RTTY contest software in
the RTTY WPX contest - great fun, very
powerful and now all mouse driven. This
mode is a real pleasure and it is relatively
easy to work the DX. This seems to be a real
gentleman's mode - and QSL returns are
apparently quite high. I was very
disappointed to read that K6STI has now
withdrawn from the software business
because a Russian station pirated his
software.
I recently attended my first RSGB Council
meeting. This was very well chaired by
Hilary G4JKS and was thoroughly
enjoyable and productive. I got the job of
writing some notes on the meeting - these
will appear as Council Highlights in a
forthcoming RadCom. This is an initiative
promoted by Hilary to improve the
communications between Council and the
membership which have been somewhat
sparse in the past. Finally, congratulations to
our President, Don G3OZF, on becoming
Executive Vice President of the RSGB.
That's all from me - see you at the Annual
Dinner on 20 March.

SECRETARY'S UPDATE
Barry Cooper, G4RKO

The Christmas festivities are long forgotten
and now is the time to look forward into the
1999 calendar and what this brings for us.
Apart from a New Year, the approach to the
Millennium and the paranoia over the Y2K
bug, CDXC has is normal full round of
social events. Whilst wishing all members a
happy New Year can I remind you of the
most imminent of these!

CDXC Annual Dinner
As widely publicised in the January issue of
the Digest, the CDXC Annual Dinner has
been booked for Saturday, 20 1h March at the
Waterloo Hotel, Duke's Rise, Crowthorne,

Berkshire.
The initial bookings response has been
extremely favourable, with 38 members and
partners confirmed to date, as per the table
below:
Alf Wilson
Declan Craig
Dave Mann
Tony Canning
John Butcher
Neville Cheadle
Don & Chris Beattie
Alan Jubb
Colin Thomas
Mike Devereux
Peter Hart
Nigel Cawthome
Mike Lee
John Linford
Don Field
Martin Atherton
Steve Telenius-Lowe
Mike Potter
Barry Cooper
Paul Southwart
Justin Snow
Barry Philimore
Andrew Williamson
Bob Beebe

5B4AFB
EI6FR
GOHXN
GOOPB
G3LAS
G3NUG
G3OZF/G3YSR
G3PMR
G3PSM
G3SED
G3SJX
G3TXF
G3VYF
G3WGV
G3 XTT
G3ZAY
G4JVG
G4PPF
G4RK0
G4RVW
G4TSH
G4VXT
GIONWG
GU4YOX

undoubtedly be a presentation made by
Declan, EI6FR on the recent ZL9CI
DXpedition.
The Dinner is still open for bookings, which
should be made to the Secretary using the
form in the January edition of the Digest.
Cheques for £20.25 per head should be
made payable to CDXC.
Any member requiring further details please
contact me by telephone, QTHR.
CDXC Northern Dinner
David Whitaker, BRS25429 has advised me
that the arrangements for this year's CDXC
Northern Dinner are well in hand. The event
has been provisionally booked at the
Majestic Hotel in I !arrogate for Saturday, 11
September. Ticket prices have not been
finalised yet but are provisionally budgeted
at £20.25 per head.
Whilst September may seem a long way off,
David needs some early indications of those
members who are expecting to attend the
Northern Dinner, as there is a break-even
point at which the event becomes viable.
Please contact David directly QTHR, or by
e-mail at brs25429@compuserve.com .

The highlight of the evening will

New CDXC Members
CDXC extends a warm welcome to the following:
Call

Worked

Name

Location

GOUJD
G3LAS
G3UHU
G4AXX
G4DCG
G4MCK
G4XKF
GMONAI / AC6GJ
GW3KGV
MOAWX

120
272
318
100
TBA
195
209
280
286
243

Mery Bartle
John Butcher
Dave Hampton
Mark Marsden
Bernard Licence
Peter Fox
Derick Browne
Jim Fisher
Ken Bates
Gerry School

Skegby, Notts
Little Hadham, Herts
Maldon, Essex
Saffron Walden
Lancaster
Shefford
Portslade, Sussex
Bridge of Weir
Llangadfan, Powys
Red Rock, Nr Wigan

obvious - lots of sun, sand and for me
swimming in the warm waters of the
Atlantic Ocean. November is a particularly
good month to be in Tenerife as the sea
water is still warm from the long hot
summers they have there. The resort of EL
Medano is small and rather laid back. But
we like it that way rather than having lots of
hotels, loud music and the infamous lager
louts which seem to converge on the larger
resorts. El Medano has some excellent
restaurants so we always book our hotel
accommodation on a bed and breakfast
basis.

as some new bedrooms were being created
there. DASH! Then my second option,
which I had used before, was to use the sun
balcony above our bedroom balcony. Quite
handy but when I went up there the area had
been closed off also for maintenance! I
could have sworn - actually I did! So all I
could do was to unwind some of the
insulated wire I brought with me and
decorate the bedroom and balcony with it!!
The best I could do was to get 27ft of rather
tatty wire out.
My listening pattern for the past years has
been from approx 08.00 to 09.00. Then
maybe for just a few minutes after breakfast.
I then get back on around 17.00 and listen
until its time to go out for Dinner. Then, if I
have not consumed to much wine with my
meal I will have one last listen about 22.00.
When I listen in November and December
20 metres seems to open just as the sun is
rising - at around 07.30. But unlike the UK
in Winter 20 metres remains open most of
the evening. On my last visit even 10 and 15
metres were open at night on some
occasions. Nice to have those extra
sunspots!

Last November it was time to revisit
Medano. Regrettably, we had to cancel an
earlier holiday there. But to make up for that
disappointment we booked three weeks for
our November trip. Our holiday started on
November 24. An essential part of my
luggage for the last six years has been to
take my old and trusty Kenwood R-2000
with me. Clearing security the very first
time at Manchester Airport really did set the
bells ringing! I will never forget the look on
the YL officer's face as I opened up the
offending case. She had obviously never
seen a Communication Receiver before! She
was so fascinated by all the knobs and
buttons and the cable connections etc that I
feel sure she forgot all about what she
should have been doing and asking me! The
strange thing is that the same radio goes
with me every time now and yet the bells
have stopped ringing when the case goes
through the scanner. I wonder why I ask?

15 metres was reasonably good during the
day but 10 metres was very patchy. It was
not until the ARRL had there 10 Metres
contest in December that this band showed
any real signs of life. Of course this will all
change in the next few years as the solar
cycle reaches its peak. The LF Bands were
disappointing this time. Of course I was
very limited with my antenna so really that
is not to surprising. So what did I hear this
time you may be asking?

Our hotel in the resort of Medano is literally
by the ocean and when the tide is in, it's
under it! Radio reception at the hotel was at
one time a problem. Fortunately, this has
now been cured so the only QRM I get is
from the ocean waves when it is windy.
Getting a decent antenna out at the hotel has
always been a problem. But this year I had
high hopes of putting something really
decent up by accessing the hotels flat roof.
Unfortunately, this is where Sods Law took
over! First, the flat roof had been roped off

On previous visits to Tenerife 20 metres,
when it is open, has usually brought in long
path signals from VK and ZL. But my first
week on this latest visit seemed to reverse
this trend. However, after a few days of
unsettled band conditions back came all
those ZL l's I had got so used to hearing! At
the same time just a sprinkling of VK's and
FK8's but many JA's.
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D68, FOOX, FR/J, FT5X, FW, H44,
JD1(MT), KHI, KH3, KH4, KH5, KH5K,
KP1, KP5, PYOS, PYOT, STO (not
DXCC any longer!), T2, T30, T3I, T33, T5,
V73, VK9M, VK9W, VKOM, VP8 (SG),
VP8 (SO), VP8 (SSI), VP8 (S.Sh), VR6
(now ??), VU (L), VU (A), XF4, XW, YVO,
ZD9, ZK1 (N), ZK3, ZL8, ZS8, 3B6, 3B9,
3CO3 3D2CR, 3DAO, 3Y (B), 3Y (P) and
5U7.
It will be interesting to have other "Wanted"
lists, or to hear whether Colin's list is
representative of what countries other
CDXC SWLs still need.
As logging new DXCC countries is
becoming quite rare for Colin, he is about to
embark on logging countries "by band".
Colin also asked about tips for getting QSLs
from "difficult" countries. He quotes three
examples and I would be interested to hear
from other listeners about whether they have
received cards from EP2MKN, YA/UT9XL
and K7K (Kure Is DXpedition). In each
case, Colin QSLed via the stated QSL route
with appropriate postage but had not
received a reply. I cannot comment, not
having heard any of these stations.
However, QSLing via a QSL Manager is
normally a fairly safe way of getting a card
as the manager is there to reply to cards
received. If the report is accurate, I would
expect a very high return from cards sent to
QSL Managers. Both EP2MKN and
YA/UT9XL quoted QSL Managers in the
Soviet Union. As there are still mailing

problems there, it is possible that the QSL
card with "green stamp" might not have
reached its destination. Sending your card
"registered" or "recorded" mail might help
especially if it is important to receive a card
- but sending your card this way will be
expensive. The decision about how you send
your card is a decision for each listener but
in the examples quoted it might be a better
ploy to track down another EP station EP3PTT is quite active - and to wait for
another station to activate YA.
At the end of the day - and I am sorry to
have to say this - SWLs cannot be
guaranteed a reply.
Many stations respond positively to SWL
reports, but a similar number do not - either
because they are ignorant as to how to
respond or because they have taken a
decision not to reply to listener reports.
Unfortunately, in some circumstances, even
the most well-prepared, accurate and
informative listener reports do not produce
the desired reply. I have no 100%
successful method for getting replies to
SWL reports. All the SWL can do is to
make sure that all the details on the QSL
card are accurate and informative - the rest
is in the hands of the recipient.
Finally, a reminder that the CQWPX SWL
Contest (SSB section) takes place over the
last full weekend of March (27-28th). I am
adjudicating the logs on behalf of CQ
Magazine and look forward to logs from
CDXC SWLs.

The Canary Islands

-

Revisited

David Whitaker (brs25429@compuserve.com)

In a previous article "SWLing Around The
World" (CDXC Newsletter Issue 110)
readers may remember some of my
activities on the island of Tenerife in the
Canary Islands.
Somehow I have been "pushed" into writing
a few more lines from my last visit there!

Sorry about this but I will try and make it
not too boring for you.
The resort of El Medano, on the southern tip
of Tenerife, has nearly become a second
home to my wife and I. I think our last visit
in November 1999 was the 11th time we
have been there. The attractions are pretty

Penallt Trophy 1999
Bob Whelan G3PJT

Having changed the rules for this event the
Committee has been pleased to see more
participants this year. As 1 ran a weekly
score table on the DXcluster here are a few
thoughts and some of the claimed scores
which I know about.
If you recall the rules this year required you
to work as many DXCC entities as possible,
using any mode, on 160, 80 and 40 metre
bands in the month of January. Each entity
counts only once. If you like, this is a
contest where only the multipliers count, the
ultimate in search and pounce !
In the event a group of seven of us
contributed to the claimed score table, there
may have been other members active, so the
table below may not be the last word.
It was quite an interesting event so I thought
you might like a few comments so that you
can get prepared for next year, assuming on
Jan 1 2000 you don't have Y2K in your
logging programme.
As this is a LF event it's mostly an evening
or early morning competition, so it doesn't
disadvantage those who have to work for a
living in the daytime. I concentrated on 40,
largely because I have decent antennas for
that band, but it was pretty clear that I had to
be active on 160 and 80 as well. Of course
all of the DXCC entities have apparently
equal weight and as usual it's important to
catch the rarer ones. But it's amazing how
difficult it is just to catch some of the
ordinary ones, they are never spotted on the
Cluster, and when you find them they are
just going QRT. Also the prefixes,
especially the Russian ones, still hold some
surprises and as you might expect over the
New Year period were are plenty of special
calls to confuse the unwary. A copy of the
RSGB prefix Guide is therefore a must.

I must admit I got started on Jan 1 by
managing to work FOOEEN on 40 and this
gave me a bit of a prod. But of course after
about a couple of weeks I was searching
parts of the bands I don't often frequent, you
know the parts where the 'quackers' live.
And I have to say what a strange world the
top end of 80 is, working the same station
night after night must surely lose its
attraction eventually! But what about the top
end of 40 I hear you say, but at least I can
shout louder there! My 160/80 sloper is a
compromise at the best of times but it really
shows up when you are in competition. I
used the Cluster quite a bit but found that its
contribution was, in the end, marginal. I was
amazed how much DX never gets spotted,
either because it's very weak or more often
because the DX had a few Qs and then
QSYed when the mob descended. And what
creatures of habit we are, to catch the more
unusual you have to vary the times of the
day you are active, so there are a few late
nights and early mornings needed. I used
CW mostly, but some prefixes seemed to be
exclusively on SSB and I had some good
conversational Qs as well.
For next year a good target would be about
120-130 DXCC entities. Here is the claimed
table for the seven of us. Thanks to all for a
bit of fun and in the end it was a tie!
Claimed scores
G3PJT
G3LZQ
G3SED
G3WGV
GONXX
G3Xi1'
G4OBK

118 (160-2-, 80-12, 40-104)
118 (160-48, 80-56, 40-83)
87
87
84
66 (160-46, 80-10, 40-27)
42

Roy Andreang G4CMT
An

Obituary by Neil Smith, G4DBN

Roy Andreang G4CMT was one of life's enthusiasts. My first impression of him was from a
chance meeting in a radio shop in the early 80s. Arms flailing, the man never seemed to stop
talking long enough to breathe. Roy's major claim to fame was as the first (and probably last)
Parachute Mobile operator. He managed several QSOs using a legstrap key, until it froze up.
Being a Scouting enthusiast of long standing, Roy was prepared and whipped out the spare key
for a final signoff before a perfect landing. During the first Yorkshire DX Cluster Convention,
Roy asked me to provide "talk-down" for him as he was going to repeat the jump for the special
occasion. The noise of the engine and the wind was clearly heard on 2m by the assembled
DXers as the zero hour approached. The sight of a dozen or more hardened DXers craning their
necks to look out of the hotel window for the open canopy will stay with me for ever. Roy was
actually parking his Lada behind the hotel, but dashed into the room wearing his flying suit to
great applause. Roy was an IOTA enthusiast, in fact he was an everything enthusiast. He set up
a ham station at the scout camp at Raywell, and regularly operated from there, trying to impress
the Internet generation with some real communications technology.
I'll miss his bizarrely-typed cluster messages and all those cheeky and wildly off-target talks and
inappropriate announcements. We've lost one of the real characters, not the world's hottest DXer
by any measure, but he made the place funnier and was the most insistently cheerful bloke I've
had the fortune to communicate with.

Roy Andreang G4CMT 1924-1999 Requiescat in Pace

POSTBAG
From John Layton G4AAL/ZKIXP:

I read
with interest and a certain amount of
concern the report of the Dateline DX
Association operation from Penrhyn Atoll as
ZKIXXP in the November issue of CDXC.
The article being written by Tom N4XP ex
K8XP. By coincidence, a few years ago, I
operated with the call ZK I XP from
Raratonga, Atiu, Mitiaro and Mauka in the
Cook Islands group. I believe that at the
time only two letter suffix call-signs were
available which caused some confusion
when the same call was reissued!
I wonder if the team met up with Stewart
Kingan ZKI AA, a New Zealander who, as a
young man, settled on Raratonga. When we
were introduced to him he was running the
inter-island educational and administration
radio stations. Incidentally, he was the very
first radio amateur to be licensed in the
Cooks, hence the call. If the group did a tour
of the island they would surely have noticed

the two tall masts which straddled the main
road just outside the village of Matavera to
the west of the capital Avarua.
A great many of the scenic areas of the
island, like many others throughout the
world, have been disfigured by an untidy
mass of telephone and mains cables running
alongside roads. Except, that is, when they
arrived at the boundaries of ZK I AA's
property. There they disappear from view
underground, only to re-appear some
distance down the road. The only wires
visible from Stewart's house, situated
alongside the road, are those between the
two radio antenna masts. Incidentally these
masts were constructed solely by Stewart
with help from a local Cook Islander many
years ago. The only time in his life when he
was really scared was when a sudden
electrical thunderstorm occurred and both of
them were some 200 feet up the mast
constructing another section! He told the

SWL NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525 (brs32525©compuserve.com )
After several frustrating days chasing
H4OMS on 7MHz and FR5ZQ/T on 28MHz,
it was confirmed yet again that to be
successful in adding to band totals listeners
not only have to be in the right place at the
right time, but also take careful note of a DX
station's operating habits, his and your
sunset and sunrise times, and monitoring
DX Information Nets or QSOs involving top
DXers. Let us take FR5ZQ/T as the first
example. The Internet "DX Summit" had
him "spotted" at 1515z around 28.490kHz
on two consecutive days in mid-February one day I was at the office and the other day
I returned home just as bad European
operating habits surfaced to make him QRT.
On the following day, 28.490kHz was
monitored at 1515z and within seconds, I
had logged country No. 292 on 28MHz!
The H4OMS story is not such a good one as I still have to log him actually working
some stations - but it demonstrates two of
the requirements mentioned. One night I
listened attentively to two top G DX-ers in
QSO on 1.8MHz SSB. One had been
chasing H4OMS but had failed to catch him.
The other explained that he was quite often
on 7MHz SSB at EU sunrise and again at
1-140 sunrise. The next morning 7MHz was
monitored. Unfortunately, H4OMS was 5x7
but again European manners came into play
and the DX went QRT - only having heard
him give "partials". A day or two later, at
the H40's sunrise, he was on again and
unfortunately, the H40 decided to transmit
in the window being used by the 5Z4LI
DXpedition. That resulted in only a few
well-sighted OH's actually making a QSO with the rest of Europe - including me suffering EU QRM from the stations calling
the 5Z4! As Bernhard is QRV for another
10 days, there is still plenty of time to add
another country to the 7MHz total.

Elsewhere, the big news was the addition of
Palestine to the DXCC List - from 1 October
1999.
However, as the new entity was recognised
from 1 February any E4 station logged upto
1 October will count retrospectively. E44A
was in the log within minutes of his first
transmissions on 13 February, and E44DX
was added on a few more bands. The SWL
Internet Reflector had been full of logging
details. It is clear that this "new one" is
fairly easy for European listeners judging by
the number who had logged it.
Band conditions certainly took a turn for the
better after having to live with a Solar Flux
Index (SFI) of 99 on 7 February. By 15
February, the SF1 had hit the 200 mark for
the first time since April 1992 and the 28
and 24MHz bands were producing good DX
from all corners of the globe.
Another effect of the high SFI was that the
bands stayed open later — on one evening,
E44DX was 5x9 at 2343z on 14MHz!
The end of January saw the CW leg of the
CQ160 metre SWL Contest. At the time of
compiling this edition of CDXC SWL
News, 6 logs had been received so far (9 in
1998).
Conditions seem to have been rather
ordinary as no super DX appears in any of
the 6 logs. The SSB leg will have taken
place by the time you read this, and there are
a lot of listeners hoping that conditions were
good enough to enable them to log a few
new countries on Top Band.
David Whitaker BRS25429, Mick Toms
BRS31976 and Colin Cadby RS96462
responded to my request for information in
the last issue. Colin now has 271 DXCC
"entities" logged. His 60 "Wanted"
countries are: A3, A5, CEOX, CEOZ, CY9,
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does the business. I, for one, am prepared to
believe that the age of miracles is not past;
mind you, he bottled out on 80m, the wimp.

job was shimmying like my sister Kate; the
beam stood firm and proud.

So, everything in the garden's lovely (no
pun intended). I'm all set to make DXCC
Honor Roll on the excitingly rising tide of
sun spot cycle 23. Ah, but can life be that
simple? Nope!
There's a lot of top-hamper on that 20ft
pole - and a lot of weight. In a light breeze
she sways gracefully; in a fair wind the
apex describes an ellipse with a
longitudinal diameter of about 6ft. What
will happen in the autumn gales? For sure
she'll have to wear stays.
Now, Colin and I may walk on water but
we fight shy of roofs. I consult Yellow
Pages under 'TV and Radio Aerial and find
'1st Aerial Systems' in Sutton. Their
engineer at once inspires confidence knows what he's talking about and looks
the part. I ask for design plans. They're not
forthcoming. 1st A.S. are afraid of their
designs being pirated. Guess they've
worked with Radio Amateurs before. "For
Brutus is an honourable man".

I had stipulated that the mast must remain
lowerable for maintenance purposes - one
of those 17 relays must fail sometime, if not
the rotator. So what I've got is 4 stranded
stainless steel cables taken from a collar
just under the rotator, down through u-bolts
on K-brackets projecting out from under the
guttering and attached, via tensioners, to
hooks located within easy reach just outside
the bedroom windows. I can slacken off for
frosts and tighten up for gales. When it
comes to lowering, all we have to do is
attach cords (long!) to the upper parts of
each of the tensioners, unscrew and the
stays will slide easily (!) up through the ubolts. Fait accompli! (Sorry 1st A.S. if I've
revealed the plot).
Just one snag. I don't quite know how to tell
the spidermen of 1st Aerial Systems this,
but their wires will have to come down.
(No! All that beautiful work - it's criminal!)
Their combined capacitance has,
apparently, been sufficient to de-tune the
magic box on the lower frequencies. Oh,
dear!

So I send them my carefully drawn
(hideous) plan of the relevant part of the
house. It came back with 4 lines drawn on
it - and I'd been worried about triangulation
of the stays So I gave the go-ahead.

"'What are you complaining about?" you'll
say, "you've still got your dipole for 160,
80, 40, and 30m." Sure, BUT when
G4CWH eventually comes to write up his
"Mini-Beam Breakthrough" article, it ain't
going to carry a lot of credence if the beam
don't work below 20m, is it? Nope. Marine
rope the stays will have to be. Back to the
drawing board.

On a Thursday, a few days later, I get a
phone call - "Would Friday week be OK, or
would tomorrow be possible?" Maxim —
"Do it now!" Tomorrow it was,
foreshortening my visit to the club from
one and a half hours to 10 minutes. What a
sacrifice! They arrived betimes, set to work
with a will (and reassuring expertise),
walked on the roof, stood on a chimney
stack (urghh) and within 4 hours I had a
superbly stabilised antenna. You remember
the weekend of the CQ WW SSB 'TEST',
Oct. 24/25 - massive gales. I stood in the
garden watching the antennae. The little TV

FOOTNOTE: G4CWH would wish to
dissociate himself from any claim,
suggestion, implication or possibility that
the early-prototype beam discussed above
has any gain. He says the front-to-back
ratio is zilch. But what would he know he's only the development designer,
constructor and tester. I use(d) it.
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authorities when they started to run power
lines around the island that they could not
run the wires overhead on his property as it
would cause problems for his broadcast
station. Hence the underground installation.
I wonder what the response would be if I
asked my local electricity board to bury the
overhead wires to my property, at no charge,
giving the same explanation?

from the author was that this restriction
could be disastrous to their Amateur Radio
operation.
I appreciate the enthusiasm and the need to
transport radio gear for the DXpedition but
very many of these small aircraft used for
short haul journeys have a very strict weight
limit which, if exceeded, can put the flight
into serious danger. Presumably, in this
case, some other item for a Penrhyn resident
was left out of the cargo to accommodate
the baggage of the radio amateurs. I hope it
was non-essential and not an eagerly
awaited item that was left behind.

Although new commercial radio stations
have since been built on the island, antennas
and masts for one of them sitting in the
middle of a golf course, the original Cook
Island broadcasts were all from the station
of ZKIAA operated by Stewart.

Anyone contemplating a DXpedition to
remote places should have both patience and
the ability to revert to a simpler operation at
any time. From past experience, it is
surprising what can be accomplished using
just 10 watts and a wire antenna. Especially
if YOU are the wanted DX station.

With the amount of constant sunlight
available in that area of the world most of
the inter island radio transmitting equipment
was crystal controlled being powered by
batteries charged by solar energy. A normal
100 watt SSB transceiver running quite
happily for hours every day with the aid of a
single solar panel and a 12 volt battery.
ZKIAA also showed me some of the many
experimental projects he had been involved
with over the years. A large walk-in cold
store cabinet just outside his bungalow (it
was too large to be housed indoors) had the
sun to thank for its continuous operation.
Even transport, a small car and a Honda
motorbike, had been converted to run on
batteries, charged by solar panels. In fact,
almost everything in the house had been
powered, at one time or another, from
maintenance free solar energy.

I recall one flight in Southern Chile, with
myself as the only passenger, where we
were carrying excess baggage. The aircraft,
catching an unexpected strong cross wind
flipped over on to its back. Leaving the pilot
and myself dangling from lap straps. Being
a very old aircraft there were no full
harnesses fitted! I dread to think what
would have happened if we had been
carrying generators, outboard motors,
linears or any other solid heavy equipment
on board and the holding straps had broken.
On another occasion during a flight to
Mazar-e-Sharif in Northern Afghanistan
using a small 6 seater plane carrying
considerably more than it's recommended
maximum payload we also experienced a
particularly bad flight and a nerve racking
landing. This was due entirely to strong
swirling winds over the mountain passes and
plains. We departed from Islamabad in very
calm weather expecting an uneventful ride.
Nothing could have been farther from the
truth. Compared to a jumbo jet where a
couple of tons or so is really neither here or
there, even a few kgs of extra weight in the

My reason for putting pen to paper was the
paragraph in the article relating to the excess
baggage that the team managed to get on
board the inter-island aircraft.
I am concerned here because they could
have put their lives, and the lives of other
passengers aboard, in danger, by not
sticking to the rules regarding weight
restrictions. The team were advised of a
revised personal baggage weight limit of
10kg where they had previously been told
18kg was the maximum. The comment
9

From: Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG: I will

wrong place can seriously affect the
handling and safety of a small aircraft.

be operating as 9H3XY from the QTH of
CDXC member Jeff Morris, 9H1EL, from
23 - 29 March, including an entry in the CQ
WPX SSB contest on 27 / 28 March. 1 plan
to operate single band on 10m during the
contest, as Jeff's station is at its most
competitive on this band - he has a 5element monoband Yagi up about 70ft.

73 John Layton G4AAL
ex ZKIXP, A35JF, VR6HIJL. etc.

From Peter Chadwick G3RZP: T33 is one
of my last 7 all time countries. So there was
eager anticipation when T33VU came on at
the beginning of January. During that first
week, the propagation wasn't there when I
was, although I did miss him one evening on
10MHz by leaving work too late.

Outside the contest I plan to do a little
operating on 10 - 80m SSB and perhaps
some RTTY.
The EU 10m record in WPX SSB stands at
around 5.6M points - and was set by none
other than 9H1EL himself. I'll be having a
go at taking the record away from Jeff,
although conditions are not as good now as
when Jeff set the record. Nevertheless, he
has improved his station since then by
adding a homebrew amplifier and improving
his antenna from a 4-ele to 5-ele and
increasing its height. Having said that, 5.6
million points in 36 hours on a single band
is going to be a very tough nut to crack.

January 9th saw me leaving for Phoenix,
Arizona for the ITU Task Group 1/5
meeting. The main job here was to ensure
that the amateur service didn't get burdened
with excessively tight limits, and in that, we
have so far succeeded. Thanks to some emails beforehand and the intervention of
K9PG, I was picked up at the airport and
taken straight to the Central Arizona DX
Association banquet. I had to give a speech,
and then we had a presentation on 9MOC talk about feeling at home!

CDXC has now received its club callsign MOCDX - and we have applied for one of
the new special short contest calls. The call
we have applied for is MOC, which not only
is MOCDX abbreviated, but will also sound
familiar to anyone who worked the CDXC
Spratly DXpedition at exactly this time last
year!

I'd wound the tower down before I went
away, as high winds were forecast, and the
XYL was away, skiing in HB land. I got
back on Monday January 25th, and the
tower was down when T33VU was working
everyone on 10MHz - so my sloper was on
the ground. I couldn't hear him in the
mornings on 14 or 21MHz. By the time I
got the tower back up on the Saturday, he
wasn't around. I still kept listening,
monitoring the DX Summit and getting calls
from G31-ICT alerting me. Inevitably, I was
out, or if I was in, the guy was inaudible. If
reports were anything to go by, his activity
was fairly sparse by this time.

I will be operating from the island of St
Kitts (NA-104) during a two-week holiday
from 4 - 18 June. The callsign is unknown
at present, though I have applied for
V47DX, V47X, V47VG or V47SL, in that
order of preference. I'll be taking an FT890AT and Loudenboomer 400W linear
plus either dipoles or vertical antennas.

To add insult to injury, there's an S3 carrier
on 21001, coming from the old people's
home about 200 yards away. It's right on the
short-path beam heading for T33!

This will be primarily a holiday, not a
DXpedition, though I do hope to get on the
air for at least an hour or two most days and
will of course be looking for the openings to
G.

When the KH7 expedition was on the other
year I was on holiday. is it a plot, I
ask?

Anyway, Colin turns up in the middle of
June with the finished project. The beam
has still got two elements but, instead of
them being II ft long, they're now only
about 9 ft - they've lost their inductors and
capacitance spokes (much neater). Instead,
in the middle of the boom there's a magic
box which I understand provides central
inductive loading. You've got to believe it.
And it will function from 10 thru 40m, as
the Stateside hams would put it. Get away!

He had come in the company Range Rover
complete with a 40ft pneumatic extending
mast and all the latest state-of-the-art,
computerised, devilish-cunning measuring
equipment. So we put the beam on a 'little'
12 ft pole; he stuck a 'reference dipole' (I
think) up on the 40ft mast and we started
trials. Yeah, that's the word -TRIALS. I
swear we spent 4 hours taking
measurements, swinging the beam round,
cutting bits off the capacitance spokes and
taking more measurements.

He came equipped, also, with a braced Kbracket and a double-sheaved pulley block.
Quite rightly so - on the previous visit we
had done a test run on raising the beam to
its allotted 35 ft. We felt that we and the
previous, unbraced, bracket had been a little
stretched in achieving our objective.

Finally we made it. A straight vertical line
on the computer screen had bisected a
straight horizontal line. That's it! "Well,
yes", says Colin, "that's the SWR on 20m
OK, but we have a minus 10dB gain". Oh
dear!

The mechanics are simple: a 20 ft scaffold
pole carrying the rotator and the beam is
sleeved to a 12' pole housed in a base pivot
and the whole assembly is swung up
through 90°; simplicity itself, except for the
pear tree, but perhaps that's another story.
The 12ft pole and the pivot are then
removed and there she is in all her glory,
supported by two K-brackets bolted to the
wall, invisible from the living room
windows and reaching proudly above the
roof into the azure sky. Beautiful!

We have another bash at the same exercise
a few weeks later when respective family,
social, other hobby and business
commitments permit. Tremendous weekend
- same result. That was the Saturday of the
S&CRS Dinner. We were both in the
garden in our glad rags at 6.45pm and still
got to the venue in time for a drink before
the meal. Wives will worry unnecessarily.
Colin was up at dawn on the Sunday
making further trials while I slept it off. I
have to confess - I got a little high that
night.

Not only that. It works. If I get the Great
Circle bearing right on the azimuth
indicator AND if I remember to turn the
antenna frequency switch to the appropriate
position, I can get most DX stations at least
2 S-points above what my dipole will
provide (and that's no mean bit of wire 132 ft up 35 ft). And, what's more, the
background noise is only a fraction of what
it is on the dipole. Sheer joy to use.

After I'd given him breakfast, Colin says, "I
see two options; one, we put it up and use it
as a directional dipole or two, I take it
home and do some work on it Well, I know
my boy, so away it went.
A few weeks (months?) passed - foreign
business trips, holidays, gliding contest, all
that sort of QRM - and I heard from my
lady wife that Colin's lady wife was not
over-pleased that her husband had spent the
best part of the previous fortnight working
on a project for his father instead of
attending to his domestic responsibilities.
Oh dear! I have to say I felt a mite guilty.

2 x 9 ft elements with good SWR's, on 10,
12, 15, 17, 20, 30 and 40 m. Can't be done,
can it? But now it has. It's the magic box on
the boom containing (I'm told) 17 relays
operating on a 1 5V 600 mA supply that

73, Steve, G4JVG
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17,862,084 claimed score. In truth Harry
and I are just hired guns — much of the
effort was over by the time we arrived on
the Thursday — though we did untangle and
then lay over 3km of radials for the 4square.
Friday night in Helsinki had clearly taken
it's toll on the visiting contesters. Though
some had the stamina after dinner to go
back to the pubs and clubs, for most of us it
was a relatively early night so that we
would be refreshed for Sunday's events. It
was quite remarkable how lively the city is
at midnight — with crowds of well behaved
youngsters queuing up to get into the clubs
— which don't close until well into the
following morning.
Sunday morning dawned clear and with a
light snow falling — and a temperature of —
7°C. Pasi, Toivo, ES2RR/OH2LUR and
other OHs picked up 12 or so not-so-wideawake contesters at 10a.m. for a visit to
OH2U, Finland's largest multi-multi. The
visit will be the subject of an article in a
later edition of the newsletter.
I left on Sunday afternoon after a weekend
that was truly memorable and having made

welcome and a great weekend immersed in
DXpeditioning and contesting, you can try
the Caribbean, but I promise you, that you
won't get a warmer weekend than a visit to
the CCF Meeting. My thanks and good
wishes to Pasi, Harry and the rest of the
incredibly friendly OH bunch. Keep
January 21-23 2000 free — next year it's a
two-day event and promises to be a great
warm-up for Dayton. More info at
www.contesting.com/ccf
P.S. Without giving too much away, several
interesting expeditions and contest
happenings were put together or confirmed
during the weekend. Look for at least 2 big
efforts from CN8; Luca should be on from
TG9 in March; and an R 1 M/4J1 M/M is a
distinct possibility for CQWW.
P.P.S. You've all heard the question 'what
does the Scotsman wear under his kilt?' In
Finland, it's what happens in the sauna that
is a similar mystery. If you want to know if
Finns really leap into the snow or a frozen
lake after sauna (and what the beating with
birch twigs is all about) — I might divulge
the secret for the price of a pint at the
CDXC dinner or the HF Convention.

many new friends. If you want a warm

THE BEAM
Roland Smithers, G4HSD
(This item was kindly sent in by Roland,
who tells me he started serious DXing in
1994 at the young age of 67. Roland has
209 DXCC "entities" credited for DXCC,
and thought me might enjoy this tale of his
efforts to improve his signal — the piece
first appeared in the Sutton & Cheam
Radio Society newsletter)

Lemme tell ya about the Beam. For some
years now, me little lad has been saying:
"You ought to have a bit of directivity"
Yeah, s'pose so, but that would require
some sort of effort, wouldn't it?
Anyway, some eejit kept advertising a

'Mini-beam' for 10/15/20 m in RadCom. In
a moment of weakness I asked G4CWH if
he thought it would work. "Maybe", he
says, doubtfully. Next thing I know there's
a delivery bloke at my door asking me to
sign for a whacking great load of hardware.
You've guessed it - the Beam had arrived.
The instructions were succinct - aren't they
always? 1 read them 15 times and felt fully
prepared to explain them to Colin when,
somewhat later, he arrived to 'help' with the
assembly. Should have known I was
wasting my time. He read the instructions
once and put the bits together.

NICE TO KNOW
Palestine, E44
From The Daily DX, 4th February 1999:

Lysiane Trarieux from the Fixed and
Mobile Services Division of the
International Telecommunications Union
told The Daily DX early yesterday the
official prefix for Palestine has been
assigned.
Trarieux went on to quote the ITU
Operational Bulletin 685 dated 1 February,
1999. "Following a request from the
Palestinian Authority and in
implementation of RESOLUTION
PLEN/3 of the ITU Plenipotentiary
Conference (Minneapolis, 1998), the
International Call Sign Series E4A-E4Z, in
accordance with the provisions of No.
519.33 (2086) of the Radio Regulations,
has been provisionally allocated to the
Palestinian Authority. That provisional
allocation is subject to confirmation this
time.
By mid-day the ARRL released a DXCC
News Release which stated that "Under the
current DXCC List Criteria, Section 1, this
call sign allocation meets the requirement
of paragraph b. Palestine will be added to
the DXCC List effective October 1, 1999.
Contacts made with E4 stations after
February 1, 1999, will count for this new
entity.
Under the DXCC rules, contacts with the
deleted entity of Palestine made prior to
June 30, 1968 do not count for this entity.
There is no commonality of territory or
administration."
Local Amateur Radio operators from
Palestine have not received their new E4
calls from the Ministry of
Telecommunications but were told it
should be within a few days. It is very
possible there could be some activity this
weekend.

Palestine is two separate pieces of land that
are divided by Israel.
The Gaza Strip is located on the
Mediterranean Sea while the West Bank is
bordered by Israel, Jordan and the Dead
Sea. To see a map of this new DXCC
Entity see

httn://www.ramallah-c ity.org/wbmao.htm
To be ready for this new DXCC Entity
here is some information you may find
helpful that can be used in your computer
logging and beam heading programs.
Country:
Palestine
Prefix Block:
E4A-E4Z
Capital:
Jerusalem (West Bank)
Latitude:
31 47 North
Longitude:
35 13 East
Government:
Gaza (Gaza Strip)
Latitude:
31 30 North
Longitude:
34 28 East
Time:
GMT + 2
CQ WAZ:
20
ITU Zone:
39
Continent:
Asia
DXCC Start Date: 1 February, 1999

Windows QSL Manager

Fred, DF6EX, reports that a new freeware
version of "Windows QSL Manager" is
available for downloading from his Web
site. This software package includes 5000
entries of QSL information. This
information was collected during 1998.
The file can be downloaded from the Web
page: http://www.grz.com/df6ex You
can also download the file directly from:
http://wwv, .qrz.com/df6ex/fi les/FREE.ZIP
US Publications
From Duane Heise, AA6EE: Several years

some members of CDXC ordered
Callbook or ARRL items from me, and
now there are a number of NEW ITEMS
that they may be interested in. This is my
12th year as distributor of Callbook and
ago

ARRL items, and you can be assured of
prompt and personal service.
Following prices are discounted, and
include shipping USA:
Radio Amateur Callbook CD-ROM
1999: $39.95
World Radio Amateur Directory CDROM: $16.95
QRZ! Ham Radio CD-ROM (vol. 12):
$16.95
QST Views: $35.95 (3 @ $33.95 ea.)
'99 ARRL Handbook: $28.95
(Handbook CD3.0: $44.95)
ARRL Antenna Book (18th ed.):
$26.95 (CD1.0: $34.95)
The ARRL RFI Book (ARRL #6834
retail $20): $16.95 (LTO)
DXCC Countries List (Apr. '98): $1.00
with any other item
ARRL License Manual
(Gen./Adv./Extra): $11.95

Any other ARRL item available at
discount. E-mail for price.
73, Duane Heise, AA6EE, 16832
Whirlwind #E, Ramona CA 92065
E-mail: aa6ee@earthlink.net
001-760-789-3674
CA residents: add tax
Visit my new web site:
hup://www.radiodan.com/aziOee/

JA Addresses
(posted on the Internet by Terry KK6T)
Terry had posted a query on the Internet
about how to address letters to Japan. The
following response came via Sandy Lynch,
W7BX.
Japanese addresses, when written in
Japanese appear in "reverse order"
compared to the USA ... but actually in a
more logical order if you consider it.
In Japanese it would be written:
Country
Zip code

Prefecture (state), City but in Tokyo:
Ward, Tokyo
Neighborhood address
Building (Apartment) name
Name (addressee)

In English we would write:
Mr. Yoshio Hayashi
4-20-2-401 Nishi-gotanda
Shinagawa-ku,Tokyo 141-0031
Japan
Street names per se are NOT used in

Japan. Perhaps the best way to view the
address is as a series of concentric circles
since Japanese cities are rarely laid out in
nice grids.
The outermost circle is the country
The next circle would be the prefecture
(or state/province)
Next is the city
Next is the ward ... in this case
Shinagawa Ward, which may be
several square miles/kilometres
Next is the neighborhood - 4
Nishi(west)-gotanda, may be many
blocks in area.
Next would be the actual
neighborhood block, in this case
number 20, which can be
surrounded on all sides by a
street(s).
Next would be the actual building ....
number 2 in this example.

To add confusion to the issue ... the
building number generally reflects the
order in which the buildings were
constructed in the neighborhood. so ,
building #2 may actually be next to
building #4 and 8. They don't always line
up in order. This is why giving an address
to a taxi driver doesn't always work.
The last number would be the apartment
number ....number 401 here.
So, in a rather logical way, the addressing
scheme does make some logic.
I hope that wasn't too confusing.
73, Sandy W7BX - 7JIABV
w7bx@arrl.net

direction) Must make sure I give their new
M/M operation a point in 1999.
During the coffee breaks, every contesting
and DX topic under the sun got an airing.
Ones that stuck in my mind included an
intense debate on the merits (or otherwise)
of post-contest log 'massaging'. When
does the contest end? Is it OK to correct
errors I know I made during the contest? Is
it OK to go onto the Internet callsign
servers to check the validity of calls I
logged? This one will run and run.
Chequebook contesting was also debated.
In Finland, their vanity callsign programme
was summarised as 'any call you want for
$500-1000'. Not everyone thought this was
a good idea.
During one of the breaks, I had a chat with
Pekka, OH 1 RY, who was just back from
his FOOKOL operation on the Marquesas.
He was tough to work on 80m, my
favourite band and he explained that the
station was established at a hotel
surrounded by mountains, except for a
small gap that did not point towards
Europe. As the visit was primarily a
holiday, they OMs did not want to upset the
XYLs by suggesting a move of QTH!
Pekka and the FinnFET folks also showed
their FinnFET amps in the refreshment
area. A complete ICOM 706, 1000W
FinnFET and switching PSU station fits in
a small briefcase and makes the perfect
DXpeditioning set-up. They also had on
show an early production model of the
ACOM 2000 automatic bandswitching amp
running a pair of Svetlana 4CX800s. This
was very well built by the same outfit in
Bulgaria that builds the Alpha 91B. It is
very similar to the Alpha 87 except that it
has a very neat remote control head on the
end of a standard RS232C cable so the amp
can be located away from the operating
position by up to 10m. It should give the
Alpha 87 a real run for its money —
especially at the Finnish price of about

£1000 less than an Alpha. After I returned
I heard Ron GW3YDX using one on the air
and I believe he will be supplying them in
the UK. Now where's my piggy bank?
The formal part of the day closed on time
around 6 p.m. It's thirsty work watching
all these presentations from contest stations
in exotic places and hearing how
unbearably hot some of the shacks are. So
the consensus is reached — 10 minutes at
the Hotel Arthur to freshen up, then meet in
the bar. There we make a terrible discovery
—over an hour to the dinner and the hotel
bar is closed on Saturday night! So soon
we're off to sample the delights of
downtown Helsinki again. Ben tries a few
more `QS05' — but the RX attenuators are
on again and the QRM is fierce. No QS0s
and no mults!
Now onto dinner at the Omenapuu
brasserie. From the look of the sign
Omenapuu means 'Red Apple'. The food
is very good, the beer and wine flows and at
all the tables there is talk of 'where do we
go next?' What antennas do you use on
[insert favourite/most difficult bond]? Did
you see the size of that amplifier on so-andso's slides — must be at least [insert big
number] KW?
But hold on a minute, aren't Harry and I
supposed to be the warm-up act before
dinner? Where's Harry? Wisely, he
decides to appear later. I guess he knows
that the sight of M8T's luxurious shack will
put people off their meal. Once the
audience is relaxed (read: lubricated) and
the meal is over, I give some of the history
of GOKPW and M8T. I move on to
describe the massive task of moving and
setting up 11 mobile towers with stacked
beams, an 80m 4-square and 6 complete
stations, then hand over to Harry to talk
about the 1998 CQWW SSB operation.
Afterwards, we get lots of commendation
for the effort that went into setting up such
a huge field-day style operation and for the

score. His future plans include taking his
100ft pump-up trailer mounted tower down
to CN8 in February and to participate in a
full-blown Bavarian Contest Club assault
on CQWW. Watch out!
ES5Q: Arvo, ES5MC was reflective on the
state of contesting and DXing today. He
talked of the 'Arms Race' between the top
stations and considered that at the top level,
contesters and DXers are no longer
amateurs, but professionals. I'd certainly
agree that to win CQWW M/M from the
Northern Latitudes needs a professional
standard of communications engineering.
However, as Arvo proposed, it is possible
to win from places like the Caribbean with
relatively modest hardware.
3A/N9NC: Tom. N9NC lives in Budapest
and travelled to Monaco for the contest.
He's found a hotel with co-operative
management and gave out a relatively rare
multiplier to many.
OH2U: This is the new callsign of the
well-known OH2HE multi-multi station.
Kari, OH2XX gave a fascinating review of
the networked PCs running CT on an
Ethernet backbone; the 10m station is
across a main highway and is connected to
the network via a 2.4Ghz link. They have
also implemented real time log checking to
aid passing mutts. Seems to do the job, as
the claimed score for CQWW CW is a new
Zone 15 record — not bad going from the
auroral region!
PZ5JR: 011i, OHOXX has been resident in
South America for some years and is most
well known for his 8R1 K operations. So at
the start of his presentation, he stripped off
to 'Guyana contest clothes' — T-shirt and
shorts! (only -7°C outside) and declared
that he'll keep going back to Guyana for
contesting as it has 'the best ladies and the
best rum'. He reckons that he is to ham
radio as Eddie the Eagle is to ski jumping!
The PZ5JR operation came about as 011i

has operated from every country in South
America except Surinam, so before he
retires to Spain later this year, he had to
complete his 'clean sweep'. He's heard
every experienced contester advise starting
contest preparations early as the key to
success. 011i is made of sterner stuff. He
ordered all the equipment for the contest
(FT920, FinnFET amp and antennas for 6
bands etc, etc, 130kg in all) on the
Wednesday before the contest. He asked
for it to be drop shipped directly to the
airport to meet him the following day so he
could transport it with him to Surinam, to
set up the day after. Amazingly enough
everything arrived, everything worked first
time out of the box and all through the
contest.
IQ4A: In 0-land we're all familiar with
planning restrictions on our antenna farms.
Italy is different. IQ4A can have what
antennas they want, but they mustn't build
a shack on their mountain top site.
Solution: build it underground — inside the
mountain! Into a small tunnel into the
hillside, IQ4A manages to fit a fully
competitive 6-band M/S station and 18-20
operators. Just visible on some of the slides
are two huge rack-mounted pieces of
electronics. Luca, IK2NCJassures us that
these are not amplifiers, but a pizza oven
and a digipeater, because Italian stations
can only run 300 Watts...
IG9/...: Alberto, IG9/IV3TAN (current
CQWW 160m record holder) showed us the
video of the Lampedusa operations from
1995, 1996 and 1998, which was first
shown at Dayton in 1998. This was the
biggest surprise of the weekend for me there are only 4 QSOs on the videotape,
and three of the operators are in the
audience in Espoo — including me! It was
very unusual to hear myself break the huge
pile up on 80 and get 5933 from
IG9/I4UFH. Could I really be that LOUD?
(IG9 is in my antenna's least favoured

GENERAL TOP ICS
T8811 DXpedition
Koror, Republic of Palau
by David J. Schmocker, KJ9/ (DSchmocker©cellularital.com )
Since former attempts to activate Palau fell
on very difficult times, we felt that extra
planning, preparedness, and
systems/equipment pre-testing would be in
order to prepare for our attempt on Palau.

Preparation - the six Ps: (prior
planning prevents pretty poor
performance)
Not only had we pre-assembled and
colour-coded match-fit sections of the new
10m, 12m, 15m, 17m, and 20m Yagi on
my Wisconsin driveway, we also preassembled and erected our military-style
8m aluminium guyed antenna support
mast. Then we hooked up and pre-tested
both transceivers with their respective
linear amplifiers and all accessories with
which they would be used. Finally we
cross-tested components to emulate the
scenario under which they would be
configured should we experience any
equipment failure(s). We prepared and RF
tested all coaxial cables and jumpers also,
testing for both solid mechanical and
electrical construction as well as for
voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) on all
amateur bands from 10 metres through 160
metres.

Let's go!
The DXpedition formed as the operators
(Rudy Verhoeven NF9V, John Meyer
NZ9Z, and myself) met in Minneapolis,
Minnesota from our respective Wisconsin
homes of Milwaukee, Kellnersville, and
Oconomowoc. From Minneapolis, we
"Disaster on Palau," The DX Magazine, volume
09, issue 05 Sept./Oct. 1997

flew to Palau (formerly Belau - Western
Caroline Islands - KC6 prefix) via TokyoNarita, Guam, and Yap (Eastern Carolines
- Micronesia).

Are we there yet?
We were extremely pleased (and
impressed) with how well things were
going. Not only was every flight on
schedule, but we arrived to find our
luggage had all arrived safely at the proper
destination. Luggage/radio/amplifier
unpacking/inspection revealed we had
successfully transported in excess of 230
kg of sensitive electronic equipment with
neither incident nor damage.
Just prior to final landing approach on
Palau, we were treated to a surprise fly-by
of Palau by our 727 commercial flight
crew (whose identity shall remain
anonymous to prevent them from getting
reprimanded for providing outstanding
service). Without our asking, one of the
flight attendants (whose home was Palau),
asked the captain (pilot) to show us an
aerial tour of Palau prior to landing. As the
captain positioned the airplane to provide
us spectacular views, I vigorously
exercised my 35mm camera to capture
some of the spectacular beauty of this
fascinating archipelago of over 360
islands.
Upon arrival at Palau, we were
immediately stunned by the intense saunalike heat and humidity of this tropical
island. It was 35° C and humid (December
is their cool season!). As I removed the
protective cap from my camera lens

outside to shoot the aeroplane, the lens
immediately and completely steamed to
zero visibility!

Troubled bridge over K B waters
-

At the airport, we telephoned the request
for our shuttle service from the airport to
our hotel. Soon after leaving the airport,
we saw the collapsed Koror-Babeldoab (KB) bridge, the fate of which was well
described in the "Disaster on Palau," The
DX Magazine, volume 09, issue 05
Sept./Oct. 1997. The K-B bridge, which
had once linked these two islands, is now
temporarily serviced by a pontoonsupported bridge to retain the lifeline link
as permanent replacement of the K-B
bridge is pending.

Let's get ready to rumble!
We set up both stations and had time
between the frequent intense rain bursts to
erect a simple wire 40 metre dipole before
sunset to get one barefooted station on the
air. We made the first T88II QSO at 06December-98 at 09:19 UTC with JA7IIL.

Palawan power (how not to wire
your own installation)
The new pre-wired 234v alternating
current (ac) outlets we had placed in the
hotel rooms had been improperly
terminated with 1117v rated receptacles!
And a voltmeter check of the line-toground voltages on the 3-wire 117v outlets
revealed reversed hot and neutral
conductors (on all 117v outlets at the
hotel) with a floating ground! Further
electrical pre-inspection revealed fully
exposed crimp-type connectors on the
energised 234v hotel service entrance
feeds atop the hotel roof within easy
grabbing reach of unsuspecting people!
Extreme caution had to be exercised at all
times since safe and/or National Electrical
Code compliant systems were not
commonplace in Palau.
Further, when the electrician arrived to

replace the 234v (117v rated) receptacle
with one of the proper voltage and current
rating, he did so without first de-energising
the circuit! When 1 expressed concern to
him about this practice, he casually
informed me that he regularly works using
such practices. I waited/watched in horror
as he successfully completed the work
without incident.
We then asked the electrician to properly
ground the floating 117v receptacle ground
in attempt to prevent smoked ham from
occurring (due to difference in potential
between transceiver and linear amplifier).
Now that we have the ac power situation in
order, all we need is to go to retrieve our
pre-shipped cargo containing the antenna
mast, coax, Yagi antenna, and Battle Creek
special antenna from the U.S. post office
so we can complete the stations and move
our operation to full strength.

Fanfare to the comm o n ham (prior
to going postal):
Rudy and I arrived at the Koror post office
at 08:OOAM on Monday (the start of the
business week). We planed to retrieve our
8 metre mast, multi-band Yagi, all of our
high-quality RG-213/U coax, and the
Battle Creek special low-band antenna, all
of which had been shipped well in advance
of our arrival at Palau.
Upon arrival at the post office, I noticed
two existing tri-band yagi antennas atop a
nearby multi-storey building, the V.I.P.
Guest Hotel, owned and operated by Mr.
George Ngirarsaol, T88GN.
Despite being pre-shipped six weeks in
advance with assurances by two separate
U.S. postal employees of arrival in no
more than ten days (and the assurance
from former DXpeditioners that this
method worked successfully), none of our
four pre-shipped packages containing this
mission-critical hardware had arrived at

that out of 44,000 Nokia employees
worldwide, 1500 are licensed amateurs!
Pasi then welcomed us on behalf of CCF
and told us a little of its history. CCF was
formed in 1996 when the majority of
Finnish contesters agreed that the way to
maximise Finland's score in the club
competition in major contests was to have a
single, national club for all contesters. The
first expedition by club members was
OHOAM in CQ160 1997. There are now
about 200 members. The rest of the agenda
was as follows:
Welcome by Nokia Radio Clubs and CCF
Contest "shorties'
CQWW 1998 CW by OH1RX
CQVWV 1998 SSB by OH6LI
COVVVV 1998 CW 'ENN7'
by OH2KI
CQWW 1998 SSB
J3A
by DL6LAU and ES7RE
H2OA, P38M CQWW 1998 SSB & CW
by YL2KL
CN8WW CQVWV 1998 CW & SSB by
DL6FBL
Coffee break and rag chew
Contesting in Estonia — ES5Q
1500
by ES5MC
3A/N9NC CQVWV 1998 CW
1520
by N9NC
1540 OH2U Information technology in
contesting now and in the future by OH2XX
Coffee break and rag chew
Top scoring from Italy and African Italy
Marconi Contest Club — IQ4A by IK2NCJ
IG9/... - Lampedusa Island Zone 33 by
IV3TAN
Surfing Surinam at PZ5JR and other echoes
from the Southern Hemisphere by OHOXX
Wrap up and close
OSY to Helsinki Centre
Dinner at Restaurant Omenapuu, Helsinki
Warm up speech'
M8T by OH6YF and G3WGN
VR2/OH6YF by OH6YF
1215
JT1A
B1A
TI1C

It isn't possible to convey in words the high
quality of the presentations and the amount
of valuable experience distilled into a
single day. Together with the QRQ
exchange of information during the breaks
and the dinner, the experience was
invaluable and most enjoyable. From the

densely packed agenda, I'll try and convey
some of the highlights:
JT1A: Operated by SCS, the South China
Sea contest team, which includes Martti
Laine, OH2BH. Martti is now living in
Beijing and sent his best wishes to the
meeting. Jouko OH I RX gave his
presentation in full Mongolian costume and
brought a huge stack of QSLs with him. It
was a nice touch to collect my QSL for
JT1A on 80m directly from the operator.
B 1 A: This operation was designed to
educate the BYs in the art of contesting. 3
stations were set up in the Beijing area
(though if I heard right, they were several
km apart — I thought there was a 500m rule
for M/M?). Operators included 01I2BH,
0112K1 and OH2YY
TI IC: Jorma, OH2KI got to use Carlos's
monster antenna farm (fixed quads with 2el 160, 4-el 80, 8-el 40, plus 3-el KLM
rotatable at 260feet for 80; and that's just
the lowbands) after an invite from Jim
Neiger. K6NA, who I visited in 1997, was
also there.
J3A:
This looks an idyllic location.
Carsten, DL6LAU and Tiit, ES7RE joined
the usual US ops to crew this one and have
some holiday too. The word is that they
may need operators for CQWW this year.
Contact Carsten to book your place in the
sun!
In addition to the Cyprus
YL2KL:
operations, Girts showed slides of the
impressive set up at YL8M.
CN8WW: Ben had some fascinating
stories to tell of his operation from
Morocco. Some weeks before the contest,
he faxed the Club station in Rabat,
CN8MC, to ask if he could use it for
CQWW. Others have tried this without
success, but Ben is a persuasive chap so got
the green light. Several of the big guns
were caught out by Ben's outstanding

exchanging GSM numbers and 'would I
join Harry in making the M8T
presentation?' (which had now mutated into
a Saturday night pre-dinner `warm-up'.
As you may recall, the end of January
weather included some pretty dense
freezing fog. Friday 23rd dawned anything
but bright and clear. In fact, to make the
flight I had to leave a couple of hours
before sunrise — it's a long haul from
England's Mid-West to Heathrow. I made
it in good time and without drama in spite
of the fog, but was horrified on arrival in
the terminal to see at least 30% of the BA
flights on the screens labelled "cancelled".
I scoured the screen for BA396 — it wasn't
posted. With heart in mouth, I approached
the Check-In desk. I knew that if it was
cancelled, my Air Miles ticket wasn't valid
for any other flight, and the trip would be
over before it started. I was in luck — the
flight would operate, but with a "30-35
minute delay". We finally left just over 2
hours late, but at last I could look forward
to arriving in Helsinki.
Organiser of the Meeting was Pasi, 01121W
(W6F in WRTC 96), who had booked all
the visitors into the Hotel Arthur in
downtown Helsinki. As I walked into the
hotel, it wasn't hard to figure out which of
the crowd in lobby were DXers or
contesters — they all were! 13 of the 20
visitors from outside Finland had arrived;
Zoli, HAI AG had flight delays and would
arrive on Saturday, as would the 6 Swedes.
We duly adjourned to the bar with a
dedicated bunch of OHs — Pasi, lika
0112BVI, Kari 0112XX, Juha OHIJT (the
other half of W6F in WRTC), Jami,
OH7JR, Juka OHOJJS, Timo, OHINOA
and several others whose names/calls were
lost in the QRM. The visitors were:
DL6FBL

Ben (CN8VVVV, TK2C)
DL6LAU
Carsten (J3A, 0J0)
ES1QD
Vello
ES2RR/OH2LUR Toivo
ES5MC
Arvo (ES5Q)

ES7RE
Tiit (J3A)
HA1AG
Zoli
IK2NCJ
Luca (IQ4A)
IV3TAN
Alberto (160m supremo
from IG9)
LY1FF
Law
N9NC
Tom (3A/N9NC)
SMOAJU
Leif
SMODJZ Jan
SM3EVR Tord
SM3SGP Gus (CE3F)
SM 5COP Rune
SM5I MO Dan
YL2KL
Girts (YL8M, H2OA)
YL3DW
Oleg (YL8M)

Swapping contest stories and DX yarns
continued late into the night, which
included
visits
to
several
bars/restaurants/clubs. Ben, DL6FBL,
seemed particularly keen to get in QSO
with the Finnish girls, but the QRM was S9
and we don't think he got any QSO points
or mults in that contest!
Any thoughts of sore heads in the morning
were dispelled quickly by the driver of the
minibus taking us to the meeting location.
He obviously thought he should show the
visitors to his country that he was going to
be the next Mika Hakkinen or Tomi
Makinen, as he set off at high speed on the
ice covered roads. But there was no need to
worry - Finns can drive legally at 12 years
old and the roads are loose gravel in the
summer and ice/snow in the winter so car
control is learned at an early stage.
The meeting was held at Nokia's
headquarters in Espoo, 10km West of
Helsinki. The architecture of the huge
building built right on the shore is amazing,
with cherry wood and satin stainless steel
everywhere and beautiful views across the
bay. Most impressive. We met in a large
auditorium with all the latest audiovisual
kit. Total attendance was 100 or so.
The meeting got under way at noon with a
welcome from Jouko, OH1RX on behalf of
our hosts Nokia Radio Clubs (yes, there are
several (5 different calls)) and we learned

Palau!
Once Rudy brought me out of shock, we
returned to the hotel to discuss our options
and formulate possible solutions.
First and foremost, we promised topband
emphasis. In addition, we included 10m
through 30m operation in our operating
plans. To make good on our promise and
deliver what we had planned, we first
constructed a full-sized 160m
dipole/inverted vee with an additional fan
dipole element for 75/80m. We placed
this antenna 7m above the flat concrete
roof of New Koror Hotel which has a
down-looking view of saltwater in almost
all directions and was pre-equipped with
ample hardware to support the required
structure. When the New Koror Hotel roof
was insufficient to sprawl out the entire
160m half-wavelength wire, we engaged
the loan of neighbors' palm trees as end
supports to hold this simple, yet ultraeffective antenna. This antenna, which
also played on other bands when used
through our antenna tuner, proved to be the
primary workhorse antenna from this (New
Koror Hotel) location.

During the expedition, we regularly
checked and adjusted our approach using
available indicators to guide us. We
listened to WWV to retrieve propagation
conditions and forecasts, solar flux, A, and
K indices. In addition, we relied heavily
upon the highly useful Northern California
DX Foundation (NCDXF) beacons at
14.100 MHz, 18.110 MHz, 21.200 MHz,
and 24.930 MHz to determine band
openings and maximise the
efficiency/productivity of our operation.
Thank you kindly to our sponsors
including Northern California DX
Foundation (NCDXF) , the Radio Society
of Great Britain (RSGB), Chiltern DX
Club (CDXC), German DX Foundation
(GDXF), Alpha Power, the Greater
Milwaukee DX Association, Northeast
Wisconsin DX Association, the Watertown
(Wisconsin) Amateur Radio Club, the
Battle Creek special team, and the
thousands of you who directly and
indirectly helped us succeed by supporting
and working us. We hope you enjoyed the
show; we look forward to the opportunity
to serve you again.

For our high-band station, we negotiated
for the use of T88GN's V.I.P. guest hotel
and antennas for 10m, 15m, and 20m at a
station location roughly 1 km from the
New Koror Hotel. Later, we relocated the
40m dipole to the V.I.P. Guest Hotel
location to reduce inter-station
interference.

On the return trip through Tokyo-Narita.
we met Jim JR I RCQ (1989 VK9ZM
Mellish Reef/VK9ZW Willis Island
DXpedition), and Isao
JHIROJ
(DXpeditioner extraordinaire) for lunch
and discussed that topic we all love:
DXing!

Bringing this dual-station system to
operation afforded us coverage of all bands
from diverse physical locations of
adequate separation to eliminate the
possibility of inter-station interference.

I was on topband faithfully from local
sunset to local sunrise every night except
one single night when the A index was 32
and there were no signals coming through
on 160m (I spent the remainder of that
night on 75m with quick checks back to
160m in case the band would open). I
transmitted on 1.8275 MHz listening up
(by design) a full 7 kHz to prevent stations
calling me from interfering with their

We made 13,500 QSOs during this
operation on all nine bands from 10m160m. The final QSO was made with
K9AW/DU6 on 18-December, 1998 at
00:18 UTC.

Tophand highlights

local neighbours trying to hear my
relatively weaker signal.
I had to dodge several fish-net locator
buoys and found 1.834 MHz to be a quiet
frequency most of the time.
For those 455 stations (mostly unique
calls) we worked, our heartfelt
congratulations. We personally share your
pride! We worked as far east in North
America as Florida and North Carolina.

For those 160m stations we were unable to
work I assure you we made a
comprehensive topband effort. We worked
all who were there and to whom we were
blessed with band openings, however brief
and spotty they often were!
Thank you for your consideration to those
who did not need us on top band and stood
by to allow others the opportunity. You
are the true gentlemen that make 160m the
gentleman's band!

Member Profile
Ian Davies, G3KZR (lanSDavies@aol.com )

I was fortunate in that my father had been
a keen experimenter before WW2, sitting
up late trying to hear US broadcasts on
medium waves. He even built a TV set
after the war using military surplus gear!
I became a keen SWL at school (CDXC
member G3NOF recently reminded me of
our ISWL days!) but not being in the
science stream I received my technical
training courtesy of Royal Signals during
National Service. I had been blooded in
CW contest work as a second op. with the
Southgate and District Radio Club.
I was first operative as ZB1ZR in 1956 and
activated my G call on return home.
I helped resuscitate the Cambridge
University Wireless Society's transmitting
section with the assistance of G3JZK and
G3LAS. Ran Morse classes and helped six
members to get their licences. Also ran a
ramshackle NFD station the night a car
was placed on the Senate House roof;
about which certain society members
seemed to know rather a lot! The callsign
was G6UW which I note Don activated
from Guernsey in the last CQWW test.
I particularly remember making a QSO
from G6UW with the Harvard University

station in Cambridge, Mass.
The student years were at the time of a sun
spot peak so with my 40 watts (input) of
CW and AM to a 66ft end fed Zepp from
my home station I managed to work some
tasty stuff including the original JT I AA on
15 metres. However my approach to
activity was entirely random and DX was
picked up if it swam into view without too
many others chasing it.
Then I got married and had to earn a crust
so ham radio was relegated to an odd
corner and a Zepp or dipole slung up in a
tree from wherever we were. We moved
seven times but fortunately my spouse is
the daughter of the late LA2HC so a
degree of tolerance was shown to my
antics. At one QTH I had all the gear on a
shelf in a bedside cupboard and at another
in a niche under the stairs.
Amusingly, and romantically, we met
through amateur radio. I had come down
from Cambridge just before Christmas and
was on the air chasing W's in an ARRL
test and this LA kept calling me so, on the
basis of `if you can't ignore them work
them' I gave him a report. In exchange I
got an Xmas message to his daughter who

Contest Club Finland's Contest/DX Meeting,
Espoo nr. Helsinki - Saturday 23 Jan 1999
David Aslin, G3WGN (david@aslin.dernon.co.uk )

It all started with a simple e-mail. I sent a
message to Don, G3XTT connected with
the article I wrote last year on 80m DXing
for the CDXC Digest. At the end of the
message, I innocently enquired whether
Don knew of any DXpeditions or contest
groups that had a spare low-band seat for
CQWW?
Next thing I knew, Don was introducing me
to Bob G4BAH and Andy G4PIQ (founders
of GOKPW, M8T) at the RSGB HF
Convention; and the rest, as they say, is
history. Suffice it to say, I spent an
exciting if not exotic, weekend in deepest,
muddiest, windiest Suffolk, helping to
make 1340Qs 27Z 104C on 80m in CQWW
SSB at M8T.
80m `Captain' at M8T for 1998 was Harry,
OH6YF. The two of us shared the
operating on the band and got along well.
Harry is the President of Contest Club
Finland and many of you will have worked
him at OHOW, PJ9W, 4JIFS, VR2/OH6YF
or his IOTA contest winning OHOMYF/6.
It was early January, when, amongst the
download of 30or so messages from the
contest reflector, I spotted CCF in the
`Subject' of one of them. After a
momentary flashback to my schooldays as
a Royal Signals corporal in the Combined
Cadet Force (where I learnt Morse and cut
my teeth on CCF MCW nets with a 12 set
and an R107), I realised that CCF this time
stood for Contest Club Finland. January is
the regular time for CCF's Contest and DX
Meeting and the e-mail was an invitation to
all contesters and DXers to take part. An
all star cast had been lined up, including
live presentations by the operators of JT1A,
BIA, TIIC, J3A, H2OA, CN8WW, IQ4A,
IG9/1V3TAN etc., etc. So it promised to be

a weekend of mixing with some of the
world's top contesters and DXers. And to
cap it all, Harry was presenting on his
experiences at M8T. I had to go!
Then came the snags. It was less than 3
weeks until the Meeting: my work diary is
normally booked ahead at least 8 weeks and
I'd have to travel to the Meeting on the
Friday to make the trip worthwhile. And
Finland is off the beaten track for tourists,
so my previous experience told me that
British Airways and Finnair would play
their duopoly for all it's worth. Last time I
tried it, the Heathrow-Helsinki cut-price
fare for one person was the same as my
XYL and I pay for two returns to Los
Angeles when we visit her family. I wasn't
willing to pay that sort of money for a twoday weekend! Last, and not least, although
I have spent some idyllic summers in a
friend's log cabin in Central Finland, where
clear blue skies and 23°C are normal, I
knew that January could bring temperatures
more like — 23°C! Winter drawers on and
all that....
Without going in to all the gory details,
some careful negotiation with a customer
moved a meeting scheduled for the Friday.
Turning on the charm (read: pleading) with
British Airways Air Miles staff brought a
return ticket at lower rates than their usual
"we charge as many Air Miles to get to
Helsinki as we do to get to Boston". Then
a trip to an outdoor clothing store to get
kitted out with thermal underwear — and the
trip was on.
After that, the e-mails really started to fly,
with only a week to go to the meeting.
Hotel arrangements, arrival times, how
would we meet at the airport, meeting
agenda, updates on who's attending,

Saturday was nigh impossible to work
quickly, so I ran most of Saturday and did
more search and pounce on the Sunday
when I found the condx on 10m far better.
On Sunday it was possible to pick off
some of the nice Carribean Mults but on
Saturday no way. The band closed at
around 1630z both days and that was when
I took a break and short kip. 10m QSOs
totalled over 1400 so considering the
power available I was fairly satisfied with
that. I managed a few hours Top Band
work both nights managing to put some G
stations in the log, one VE multiplier
(VATS) and a couple of JA's. The signals
from A6IAJ and 4X4NJ were enormous.

their wives and this was a very enjoyable
way to celebrate our contest success. Even
though she didn't see much of me before
and during the contest my XYL enjoyed
her time with the Kritikos family. (Nikos
and Sabina (XYL) have 4 daughters) so
Judy will also be returning with me in
1999. On Monday morning after the
contest it just happened to be the day of the
annual Greek equivalent of the Radio
Amateur's Examination, and this includes
the Morse test. I accompanied Nikos
SV5TH to the local test centre - the
Council Offices a mile from his QTH.
Around six club members were taking the
exam to get a C Class HF licence including most of "The Delta Force who
had provided valuable support to the
operators in the contest. Testing was
conducted by two of the Radio Officers
from the Maritime Radio Station on
Rhodes. The RAE is a written test and the
Morse test was at 8 wpm - sent by the
examiners I noticed, with an AEA
MorseMatic Keyer as the oscillator. All the
candidates were successful and as a result
there should be more activity from The
Dodecanese and more from the heavily
CW Orientated Radio Club of Rhodes,
J45T. The C licence permits operation on
all HF Bands at 50w input and can be
upgraded to B class (150w input) after 5
years. VHF operation is also permitted. I
wondered whether their experience of the
biggest contest in the calendar had
provided "The Delta Force" with more
inspiration and motivation with which to
pass the exam with flying colours listening to the slick contest exchanges
must have certainly been a big help!

Our final score was 5.2m - not an overall
winner by far in the M/M section but an
excellent building block for the 1999
CQWW CW . Improvements to the station
are now underway with work on another
Gates 4CX- 1000 Amp for 40m which will
free up the Yaesu FL-2100z for me to use
on 10m. 1 enjoyed my time on 10m so much
I'd like to do the same again. and also
160m - I'll be trying an Inverted Vee on
that band also, as there is the facility to
raise one to 25m at J45T. I made over
1400 10m QSOs with 76 Countries and 24
Zones, so there is definitely room for
improvement in that area. Work is
underway to separate the 40m antenna
from the others - the elevated vertical for
that band is to be located on hilltop waste
ground some distance away from the
station and will be fed via open wire line.
This aerial site was used in the past but
was temporarily lost due to army
manoeuvres by the nearby Garrison. The
station has a long way to go to be the top
EU multi-multi team, but this is the longterm goal.

Thank you to all the CDXC Members that
worked us - please do it again in 1999.1
have the contest logs so QSLs can be
obtained from me for CQWW CW or from
SVSTH (QTHR) which is the normal
route.

Our free time after the contest weekend
was spent relaxing, shopping , barbecuing
and sightseeing. We enjoyed some visits to
local tavernas with Club Members and
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was living au pair near the route to
Cambridge. As I had to collect some stuff I
had left behind I popped in to deliver the
message personally - the rest is history!

get active, I decided to get up slightly up to
date and more serious about station
performance as expressed by countries
worked per band. So in came an IC735
with an essential outboard peak/notch filter
with Turbolog for post event logging, SD
for contests and BMK stuff for RTTY. Up
went the four band HQ1 mini and
2m/23cm beams after a drama with the
planning authorities - praise be to the
RSGB volunteer planning advisers.

The demands of work and family resulted
in very low levels of activity in the 1960's
but by the 1970's we were in
Leicestershire and I managed to finance a
second hand KW2000. This certainly
helped with phone operations as by then
AM was well and truly dead! With a
G5RV slung over the roof of our bungalow
I continued to enjoy whatever came my
way on the bands and enjoyed 160 M
when DX was mostly OK and 1189. There
was a lot of fun on family holidays
operating /M, activating rare WAB squares
in GM and GW land.

The FT107 was relegated to work all the
transverters for VHF and my outboard 1W
QRP PA. The HQI has been recycled for
12/17 metres (nearly 2 'S' points better
than the doublet) and another end loaded
four band mini yagi has been installed for
the old HF bands. The doublet is in
inverted V configuration at 12m above
ground and is a vital and effective antenna
on 30m, where I work a lot of expeditions.

By the 1980's we were in Surrey and the
antenna was still a dipole slung up in a
tree! With a little spare cash by now I
treated myself to an 17107 (all solid state
contemporary of FT101), which gave me
the WARC bands, and some two metre kit.
VHF involved a pole with rotator for a 2
metres 8x8 and led on to an HQ1 two
element mini beam for 20/15/10/6. These
provided me with some interesting stuff
when I was able to get on the band. I
particularly remember some stupendous
openings on 2m and, in only about ten
visits to the band, LU and 9L on 6m.

Entering all my juicier QSO's since 1957
into Turbolog revealed that I had a very
bumpy DXCC performance indeed.
Interestingly, I had worked 208C all time
but well below 100C on all bands except
40, 20 and 15. 1 had scored a ludicrous
15C and 16C on 17 and 12m and even 10m
was only on 52! This demonstrated both
how casual my approach had been and
how I had missed out on several sunspot
highs!

By 1991 I found it in my best interests to
take early retirement and we moved down
to our present QTH in Somerset. We have
a 30 acre wildlife conservation farm here,
which sounds great for antennas but in fact
it is rather tricky due to planning
constraints (designated landscape area), the
layout of the site and several 1 1 kV power
lines running over the property; not to
mention sharply draining limestone which
isn't God's gift for low band DXing.

In 1994 I resolved to set out to work at
least 100C on all bands from 160 to 6m
(4m excepted) and hit 300 all time all band
plus I OOC on 1W QRP. Of course found I
had resolved this at a time when conditions
were at utter bottom!
I lowever four years later I have gone well
past the century on all bands except 160
and six, where I still have 14 and 45C
respectively to go. The QRP has had a
back seat but I have 79C, so 1999 should
see the ton up there too by exploiting the
higher frequency bands.

However, after the usual resort to a doublet
between a tree and the Dutch barn just to

17

Exceeding 250C all time and getting to
100 on Top Band is where the pain starts!
To perk up effectiveness all-round I
purchased a third hand 400W linear and
decided to make and put up a 15m high
trap semi-vertical for the three lower
bands. It has about eight permanent above
ground radials and some seasonal extras.
This made a major impression on 80 and
160. I worked over 30 new countries on
80m in the 97 and 98 CQWW CW tests
and took me well over the 100C mark. It
has also has begun to make an impression
on performance on 160.

Contest two years ago was a very
interesting exercise in catching multipliers
to compensate for a relatively low gain
system. I was very satisfied with fifth
placed UK in the restricted section. As I
become more dependent on DXpeditions
for new ones I realise that I shall have to
consider DX Cluster in order to save time
searching for the right spot on the right
band - as much as I dislike the impact that
this system has had on the hobby.

I equate Top Band with six metres as both
bands require patience in finding the
fleeting band openings. As I do not have
DX Cluster a lot of time can be wasted!

I got pretty tired of fighting the "idiot"
ruckus just before Christmas 98 trying to
catch all the expeditions but finally made it
with all of the obvious ones. However I
was glad to escape to two metres for a
couple of evenings to catch a tropo
opening, when a DL was welcome DX! I
think it is important to get away from the
frenetic aspects of the hobby from time to
time and I also have to remember that
home, family, and wildlife conservation
have more often than not to take
precedence over what is happening on the
bands!

I would also like to experience being at the
DX end of a pile up and am contemplating
how to broach this with the XYL!

I had always been a keen field day operator
wherever I had a local club to help and
have enjoyed participating in contests on a
part time basis. I had only entered Top
Band, SAC and QRP tests seriously until a
couple of years ago but am now putting in
sporadic attempts at others. I learn a lot
about propagation and pick up new
countries that way.
My first crack at the Commonwealth

LUCK (AND HOW TO WORK RARE DX ON 80M SSB)
Brian Devlin GMOEGI
possible for one person to make.

I have been working towards my 5BDXCC
and I realised that already having 100 or
more countries on 10, 15 and 20m, it was
now time to start concentrating on 40 and
80m. As the ZL9CI expedition was fast
approaching, I thought wouldn't it be great
to work them on 40 or 80m? I had been
experimenting with various "bits of wire"
on 40 and 80 over the last few months but,
due to lack of time and, if I am totally
honest, less than 100% interest in these
two bands, I was amazed to discover the
vast array of dummy loads that it is

I decided then that it was time to start
working on a decent antenna for 40m. I
wasn't going to bother about 80m as I
didn't even think that I would hear ZL9CI
on 80, never mind work them. I had a copy
of the RSGB HF Antenna Handbook, so I
decided to look it out and see what I could
come up with. On p.89 I saw an article by
G3HCT for a "vertical array" comprising
one driven element and three reflectors. I
read the article, worked out the dimensions
of the antenna and my garden, and decided
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problem became apparent - simultaneous
operation on 40m and 20m was nigh
impossible! The antennas were over 100m
apart and both positions had Dunestar
filters installed - however the 40m station
was bleeding badly over 20m, even
without the use of the linear....

Force! : Denis, Panos, Yoyo, Stergos,
Peraklis, Chris, SV5BYV "Madanasta",
SV5VR Nikos, SV5ADD Manoli.
Ancillary Kit: Networked CT (5 positions
+ Control), Dunestar Filters, Internet DX
Cluster, The Whip".
An amplifier would have been a boon on
10m, however the 4-el e single band Quad
did offer some compensation. The TS940s
is still a fine rig to use in any contest and
the VBT Tuning proved to be a real boon
to me - especially as the rig did not have a
narrow filter installed!

It wasn't a pleasant decision to make but
we decided to close the 40m station down
during daylight hours. A further gremlin
got in on the Saturday evening after we
had closed down on 20m - the finals in the
40m TS-930 had been replaced in Athens
the previous week and it appeared that the
rig may have been "cornered" in transit
causing the PA cooling fan to stay
permanently jammed solid. Not surprising
then that the rig was red hot. It had been
run in that state right through the previous
night... Nikos managed to do a running
repair on the rig without it been taken off
air. There was only one flash and bang
when the feed to the fan got shorted down
to deck!

My operating schedule was to be the sole
10m operator and to fill in on 160m as and
when I could.
Saturday 28th November - My 46th
Birthday! And what a way to spend it in
the CQWW in one of the rarest ones in
Europe with a bunch of guys that were
determined to do well in the contest and at
the same time enjoy themselves. No
alcohol was permitted on site for the
duration of the contest so the normal mode
of celebration was ruled out!

Nikos has written a great program which
he called "The Whip" and this was running
on a prominently positioned stand alone
PC to motivate the operators. The program
gave an audible warning each half hour
and gave an update of last year's score,
zones and countries worked and overall
score up to that point in the contest. A
great incentive which, looking at the
progress made over the 1997 score, will be
more difficult to best in 1999.

After a short sleep and a number of Greek
Pastries provided for the Club by Manoli
SVSADD I started the contest on 160m at
0000z and operated for a few hours. This
gave Mike SV5DDP (who is more into
Packet Radio than CW Contesting), a
chance to double bank me and hopefully
go on later into the night whilst I was
sleeping in preparation for my stint on
10m. Mike took over and did extremely
well considering his limited experience
and picked up some good multipliers in the
process. A receiving antenna would
probably have been useful on 160m and
we had constructed a loop antenna prior to
the contest. However, on the Friday we
found that the T5870 is not an easy rig in
which to configure an external RX antenna
so the idea was disregarded. Just prior to
the start of the contest our first technical

My 10m operating stint began at about
0530z on both days and I was straight into
working JAs. Europe and UA9 opened up
soon after but there was no opening for me
to VK/ZL for me on either day. It was all
pretty uneventful stuff and despite the
100w I managed to run most of the time. A
pile-up situation never really developed
either day and USA/VE came in during the
afternoons. With the power available,
anything spotted via Cluster on the
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J45T
Phil Catterall, G4OBK

After spending our summer holiday in
Rhodes in 1998, taking part in the IOTA
contest from our apartment, my xyl Judy
and I were invited back to stay with Nikos
SV5TH (now a CDXC member). J45T is
the station created by the Radio Club of
Rhodes at the QTH of SV5TH who is
Station Manager. There was only one
proviso - that the visit would need to be
timed to coincide with the CQWW CW
Contest. The Club were short of an
experienced CW contest operator!

not have been too difficult to achieve,
especially with 10m in good shape.
In the three weeks prior to the CQWW the
Club members had been extremely busy.
Work was completed so that the shack
toilet and kitchen were finished. Having a
toilet saved the damage to the trees outside
that had been the norm during the 1997
event! More importantly, five antennas
were built in an effort to boost the 1997
score. Two elevated full size quarter wave
verticals for 80/40m, a 3 ele Mono Yagi
for 15m, and my antennas, a 4 ele 10m
Quad and 10m Slim Jim from an old
G2BCX design. Stress levels increased on
the Thursday evening when a storm from
Africa blew up. Nikos need not have lost
the sleep he did - they all withstood the
elements very well indeed.

The only practical route was to drive 250
miles to Heathrow from North Yorkshire
and fly by Olympic Airways to Athens and
then via a domestic flight to Rhodes. He
cheaper, more direct charter flights cease at
the end of October. Seats were booked in
September for a flight out to arrive the
Wednesday before the contest. As most of
the Club members work extremely long
days in tourism from April to October they
take more time off in winter. As a result,
most of the preparatory work at J45T takes
place in the few weeks leading up to the
contest. All members of the Club get
involved, from the SWLs and budding
licence holders to the more experienced
hands. The station has five operating
positions - a really good multi-multi set up.
Any member who wishes to operate gets
the chance, irrespective of experience. This
is not a winning formula, but it is the only
way to nurture interest and allow members
to gain experience competing in the Big
One. The plan for 1999 was to increase the
previous best score and previous Top 10
EU place in the multi-multi section. As a
new operator, this meant I could bring new
ideas into the team and, hopefully, help to
achieve a better result. Last year's score
was under 2m points, so I felt that a
substantial increase in performance should

The Station Line Up:
160m: Ken wood TS870s + Ameritron
AL80 P.A. Ops : Mike SV5DDP & Phil
G4OBK Antenna: Slant fed 100 foot
Broadcast Tower
80m : Icom 735 + Gates 4CX-1000 P.A.
Ops: Spyros SVSBYT & Savvas SV5DZT
Antenna: Elevated Quarter Wave Vertical
40m: Kenwood TS930s + Yaesu FL-2100z
P.A. Ops: Anestis SV5DZS Antenna:
Elevated Quarter Wave Vertical
20m: Kenwood TS940s + Kenwood
TL922 P.A. Ops : Nikos SV5TH Antenna :
HyGain Explorer 14
15m: Kenwood TS870s + Ameritron
ALSO P.A. Op : Manos SV5/KC4PMS
Antenna: 3 el Yagi
10m: Kenwood TS940s (Barefoot) Bencher
Key / Samson ETM-9C Keyer, Op: Phil
G4OBK. Antennae 4e1 Quad + Slim Jim
Support Team: (Known as) The Delta
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to have a go. I got all the spare bits of wire
that I could find and built the antenna. In
my "antenna farm" I have a 50ft crank-up
tower which holds my KLM KT-34 4element tribander and a sort of vertical,
sloping, horizontal, bent, folded-dipole (I

The following Monday I had a day off
work and I worked them on 40m, 17m and
15m, so all the effort that went into making
the array was worth it.
On the 22" I had another look at the
ZL9CI Website and saw that they were
going to spend some time on 80m SSB.
Too much to hope for, I thought, but
nothing ventured nothing gained. I really
did not think that I would hear them on
80m and thinking of working them on that
band really was a dream. I thought of all
the big stations that would be trying to
work them and I really didn't hold out
much hope.

don't remember that one from the text
books, hi! — ed) which I had used on 160m

in one of the CQWW contests (it seemed
to do OK on topband and on 17m, but
wouldn't look at any other frequencies —
funny old hobby, this!). I was now ready to
break new ground and try to become a
DXer on 40m.
Before I could try out my new 40m array I
had to crank up my tower which had been
folded over to ground level since Boxing
Day. I was lucky enough to catch the
weather forecast on Christmas night, and
as my family and I were away for a few
days from Boxing Day I decided to luff it
over. What a lucky decision that was. 80 to
90mph winds came in that evening, and
even with the tower over to ground level
my rotator took some damage and had to
be be stripped and rebuilt. On Tuesday
5gth January I cranked the tower up to the
50ft level and started to reconnect my
various wires. Thursday 7th I had a phone
call from Alan GM4VGU. "Guess who I
worked on 20m today?" he said. "ZL9CI?"
I said. "Yes" came the reply. So, at last,
the guys were on the island and up and
running.

On Saturday 23' I listened on 80m from
about 0700 GMT and was surprised to find
that about 0800 some stations were
working them, although I couldn't hear
them at first. About 20 mins later I started
to hear them, not too strong but what else
could I expect when I was using a vertical,
sloping, horizontal, bent, folded-dipole as
an antenna. Anyway, they got stronger and
I decided to have a go. I set my tx VFO up
above 3.795 and started to call them but
after about 25 minutes they were gone and
I couldn't hear them anymore.
The next morning I decided to try again.
This was the last day of the expedition as
they were going QRT at 2359 GMT, so it
was all or nothing.
I went on to 3.790 around 0715 GMT and
heard John SM7CRW calling for them. I
sat and listened. At about 0745 John asked
if any other European station could take
over and let him rest his voice for a bit. An
ON station came back and said he would
try for a few minutes, but he would need to
go QRT soon to head for work.

1 was working on the following Friday and
Saturday so I didn't get a chance to listen,
but on the Sunday morning I heard them
on 20m for about 2 hours and then they
went QRT to leave the island for the night.
After hearing the pile-up and not being
able to work them I thought "I might not
be able to work these guys at all, never
mind on 40m". I eventually worked them
on 20m the following Wednesday, so at
least I was in the log for an all-time new
one (number 287).

The ON station called for about 15
minutes, then he told SM7CRW that he
had to go QRT. John then took over for a
few more minutes and again asked if there
were any more Europeans able to take over
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gave him his report, got my report and then
told him that there were a lot of Europeans
waiting for him. I passed it to SM7CRW
and John started to call. I don't know how
many other stations worked them on that
opening but it was a very short opening for
me, only a few minutes long. I know that
with my antenna system I would never
have worked them through a pile-up,
possibly never even have heard them if
there was any QRM on the frequency, but
it still was one fo the highlights of my 14
years as a radio ham, and I know that in
years to come I will look back and realise
that in this hobby luck has a lot to do with
it. But, as Bob KK6EK said in his book on
VKOIR, luck favours the well prepared!

and give him a break.
I didn't know whether my antenna would
put a signal into SM, never mind Z1,9, but
I gave John a shout and said I would have
a go if he wanted.
John came straight back and said "go
ahead". That is the reason that at about
0800 on the last day of the DXpedition
GMOEGI was calling ZL9CI on 80m SSB
and thinking that I had got more chance of
winning the lottery than making this QSO.
So I started to call "ZL9C1 ZL9CI ZL9CI
this is GMOEGI and the European Group,
over" "ZL9CI ZL9CI ZL9C1 this is
GMOEGI and the European Group, over"
. And then I heard it, "GMOEGI, GMOEGI
this is ZL9C1, over". I couldn't believe it! I

cover their tracks the application would
again need to reconsidered at the January
meeting ... Things went my way again
though, despite Fred managing to summon
four of my more distant neighbours to
accompany him to show support for his
stance - two of these people I didn't even
recognise so they must live some distance
away from me. I later discovered that he
had been pressuring 2 other neighbours
into attending and got quite shirty with
them when they refused to co-operate.... I
was heartened at the end result - full
support - no abstentions this time. The
Committee indeed were truly sick to the
back teeth of Fred's persistence. Living in
a rural area a number of the Councillors
are farmers and country folk. One obvious
supporter on the Committee said that
athough the Tennamast had been passed
months previously he wanted to make the
point now that he had seen it on the site
visit, that it was "a far superior piece of
equipment" to the scaffold pole
arrangement fixed to the gable end that it
replaced. I reckon this was said to wind
Fred up! 1 left the meeting leaving Fred to
fiddle with the papers in his enormous file.
Later that week the story hit the local press
- the evening paper and two weeklies - I
got very fair coverage and was referred to
as a Radio Enthusiast in one and Radio
Ham in the others.

and told them that I understood the reason
this was so was that I believed that any
free standing structure in excess of 3m
high needed planning consent and, due to
Fred's un-Christian attitude and lack of a "live
and let live" attitude, I said I could understand
the necessity of having to apply. It is well
known that up until 6 years ago "Fred" was the
local Parish Church Organist and Choirmaster
and even today boasts a "Born again
Christian" fish sticker on the windscreen of his
car! The only Councillor not present at the site
visit was the one who had insisted on having it
- he was away on a winter holiday. They went
away seemingly satisfied after inviting me to
accompany them to Fred's garden where they
could view the whip aerial and speak to "Fred"
who wanted to make his points. I declined the
invitation.
December came and the Planning Meeting

EMC/PLANNING Part IV
Phil Catterall, G4OBK North Yorkshire
who is willing to painstakingly campaign
on various issues, and getting rid of the
antennas 100m away from his home
appears to preoccupy most of his spare
time. With his threat to pursue a case
against the Council for maladministration
they had to make sure certain matters were
dealt with correctly. So, to the site visit in
November. when twelve Councillors
turned up, all in separate cars, along with
the Planning Officer, whose first point was
to make it quite clear that the application
being considered was for the whip aerial.
He made it crystal clear that the Tennamast
had been passed in April 1998 and was not
on the agenda. I was asked various sensible
questions such as why I needed the whip
aerial in addition to the mast. The question
of proliferation came up and I assured
them that this was the last free standing
aerial that I planned to erect on my
property. I made the point that it was most
unusual for a Council to request planning
permission for a whip aerial of this type

I pick up my story from' the Council
Meeting in October when, due to "Fred"
bending the ear of a local Coucillor it was
decided that a site meeting was necessary
before proper consideration could be given
to my retrospective planning application
for the Butternut Vertical, known on the
planning application as "The 7.8m Whip
Aerial". If you recall "Fred" was hoping
that by insisting that the Council force me
into submitting a retrospective application
for the Butternut he could reopen the
agenda on the planning application
concerning the 12.2m high Tennamast and
Yagis that was passed six months
previously.
Fred was becoming a real thorn in the side
of the Council as I could tell from the look
on the face of the Planning Officer and
some of the Councillors at the last
meeting. I won't go into the reasons why
Fred took early retirement from his
executive job some years ago, but he now
looks to be in his late sixties. He is a man
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where I was item one on the agenda. Once
again "Fred" made his irrelevant points
that the earlier application for the
Tennamast was misleading etc etc. In
response I reiterated that PPG8 (Central
Goverment Planning Policy Guidlines)
asked that Local Councils give amateur
radio aerials due consideration and that
they shouldn't seriously impact on visual
amenity. I stated that the aerials were vital
if 1 was to continue to meet my aspirations
in Amateur Radio and without them I
could not continue. After a brief debate the
Whip Aerial Application was passed with
no votes against. The two most local
Councillors abstained, seemingly afraid of
losing votes in the forthcoming elections.
What later transpired was that Fred stayed
behind after the meeting and had
discovered that two letters, one from him
and another from a neighbour had been
submitted in between the two planning
applications and he believed these had not
been seen by Councillors. I discovered this
3 weeks after the meeting when on
Christmas Eve I received a phone call from
the Council Planning Officer saying that to

I'd hope that this is the end of my story.
However, I can report that in late January
three weeks after I received the written
permission for the Butternut, I noticed
Fred, another neighbour and a woman I
didn't recognise peering over my garden
fence. I promptly let my dog out of the
back door, after which they stood a little
further away so they could continue their
conversation over the incessant barking....
I hope this is the last in the series but
don't hold your breath.
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T8811 DXpedition to Palau - December 1998

Steve G3VMW as relaxed as ever!
T8 - Palau from the air (Photo KJ9I).

88T
Andy G4ZVJ, the DXpedition's public relations officer!

David KJ9I operating T8811 (Photo NZ9Z).

Contest Club Finland

ET3AA DXpedition to Ethiopia - September 1998

Jouka OH1RX in Mongolian costume entertains the audience with tales of JT1A.

The delightful ET3AA QSL card.

Two famous DXers at rest during one of the breaks
- 011i OHOXX and Jorma OH2KI.

Antenna set-up at the ET3AA club station.

