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nevada

FT-991

The HOTTEST place for radio!

IN STOCK!

PRICE
MATCH

Icom IC-7851

Flagship 200W HF/6m Transceiver

PRICE
MATCH

NEW

Kenwood TS590SGE
100W HF/6m all mode transceiver

PRICE
MATCH

FT-991 Fully featured
HF/50MHz/VHF/UHF transceiver

OUR PRICE £8995.95

£1349 now £1299

OUR PRICE £1279.95

IC-7100.....Touch Screen Multiband Mobile..now £1099
IC-7410.....HF/6m All Mode Base.........................£1499
IC-2730.....NEW twinband mobile VHF/UHF ...........£289
IC-7600.....Twin DSP100W HF/6mTX ..............£2595.95
IC-R8500...Professional desktop receiver..............£1399
ID-5100E...NEW dualband D star mobile ...............£569
ID-51E Plus..NEW twinband handheld with D-Star .£399

TS-990 .........Flagship model 200W HF/6m............£5995
TS-480SAT....100W HF/6m with ATU..................£738.95
TS-480HX.....200W HF/6m w/o ATU...................£829.95
TM-V71E......Twinband VHF/UHF mobile ............£299.00
TM-D72E......VHF/UHF Handy GPS TNC APRS .....£399.95
MC-60A .......Classic desktop microphone...........£119.95
HS-5..Headphones..£51.95 HS-6...Lightweight..£34.95

FT-DX3000 ...100W HF/6m all mode TX .......£1895.95
FT-DX1200 ...100W HF/6m all mode base....£1149.95
FT-857..........All bander HF/VHF/UHF mobile..£689.95
FT-817ND.....Top selling all mode portable TX..£524.95
FT-450D .......100W HF/6m with ATU/DSP ......£639.95
FT-7900E......Twinband 2m/7cms mobile........£219.95
FT-2900........High power 75W 2m mobile .....£149.95

nevada

®

nevada

Power Supplies

®

Cables

Nevada PS-08

6-8 amp linear PSU
with meter & cigar
socket

£34.95
• Input power: 230V 50Hz
• Output voltage: DC 13.8V
• Output current: 6A~8A Max
• Dimensions: 140 x 110 x 250mm WHD
• Weight: 4kg
PS-40M ..35-40 amp Linear Supply ....£129.95 £116.95
PS-30M ..25-30 amp Linear Supply ....................£99.95
PS-30......25-30A Switch Mode Supply...£89.95 £79.95
PS-30H ...25-30A Switch Mode Supply...£79.95 £69.95
PSW-50 ..40-50A Switch Mode..........£139.95 £125.95
PSW-07 ..Switch Mode Supply ...............£29.95 £26.95
PSW-04 ..Switch Mode Supply ...............£24.95 £22.95

nevada

®

NEW

Antennas

KX-3300

Folded
Dipole Kit
1.8-30MHz

£134.95
GP-2500F ....broadband 3.5-57MHz fibreg...£279.95
GP-2500A....broadband 3.5-57MHz Alumin ..£259.95
HVU-8...8 band base/portable 3.5-433MHz .£199.95
MA-3800 .....7-433MHz portable/mobile ant .£69.95
8010 ............Special Windom hi power 132ft £99.95
4010 ............Special Windom hi power 66ft ..£79.95
X-200 ...........145/433MHz 2-piece fibregl ....£99.95
X30-RADAR100..1090MHz receive fibregl ....£69.95
X-50 .............45/433MHz 1-piece 1.7m lth ....£69.95
X-30 .............145/433MHz 1-piece 1.3m lth ..£59.95
NEV4M-RING..4m(70MHz) 5/8wave vertical .£57.95
NEV-4END... 4m(70MHz) end fed vertical......£49.95
G5RV_F_POL...full size 102ft polyweave.......£37.95
G5RV_H_POL..half size 51ft polyweave ........£29.95
G5RV_F_HAR..full size 102ft hard drawn......£26.95
G5RV_H_HAR..half size 51ft hard drawn ......£19.95

Ecoflex 15
per metre.....£5.99 price per 102m drum ....£539
PL259 connector (Part: 7350) ........................£8.95
N type connector (Part: 7395) ........................£9.95
Ecoflex 10
per metre.....£2.89 price per 102m drum ....£289
PL259 connector (part: 7378) ........................£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367)........................£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)....................£6.50
Aircell 7
per metre.....£1.99 price per 102m drum .....£179
PL259 connector (part: 7390) ........................£2.65
N type connector (part: 7392)........................£5.25
BNC type connector (part: 7391)....................£5.25
Aircell 5
per metre.....£1.39 price per 102m drum ....£125
PL259 connector (part: 7760) ........................£2.25
N type connector (part: 7700)........................£3.95
BNC type connector (part: 7720) ..................£3.25

OTHER 100M DRUMS

Westflex 103 .............Ultra low loss........£139.95
RG-213TM .....................Low loss .................£89.95
RG-213U.....................Mil spec................£116.00
RG-Mini 8...................Super XX ................£59.95
RG58/CU.....................Mil spec..................£39.95
450 Ohm ....................Twin feeder.............£89.00
300 Ohm ....................Twin feeder.............£76.50
Coated flexweave.....Antenna wire ..........£59.95

nevada

®

Antenna Wire

Military style, low visibility,
antenna wire, uses central
fibres of Aramid (Kevlar) for
incredible strength. With green
outer jacket for low visibility.
Nevada 28....2.8mm 2kW ....per metre .......£0.99
Nevada 28D .2.8mm 2kW ....100m Drum..£89.95
Nevada 32....3.2mm 5kW ....per metre .......£1.20
Nevada 32D .3.2mm 5kW ....100m Drum.....£110

M-Series

revolutionary high-strength guy rope using
‘Dyneema Max’ technology
100m Drums
M2 ..2mm 240kg B/s ............£37.95
M3 ..3mm 100m 390kg Drum ..£58.95
M4 ..4mm 900kg B/s ..........£125.95
M5 ..5mm 1150kg B/s ........£189.95
M6 ..6mm 1850kg B/s ........£237.95
M8 ..8mm 2600kg B/s ........£336.95
100m Drums
P2 ..2mm 100kg B/s .............£16.50
P3 ..3mm 200kg B/s .............£24.95
P4 ..4mm 400kg B/s 100m Drum.£34.95
P5 ..5mm 500kg B/s .............£46.95
P6 ..6mm 850kg B/s .............£84.95
P8 ..8mm 1,300kg B/s ..........£99.95

3 kHz and 15 kHz Roofing Filter
14MHz BAND CW（BW=500Hz） AMP 1
IP3 : +14dBm
Rooﬁng Filter = 3.0 kHz
20kHz Spacing

NOW
AVAILABLE
IN 100 ft
drums

-126dBm

Triple conversion with 1st IF frequency of 69.450MHz for all bands

M-2.........2mm 240kg B/s 31m Drum .........£11.95
M-3.........3mm 390kg B/s 31m Drum .........£18.50
P-4 ..........4mm 400kg B/s 31m Drum .............£10.95

-136dBm

Narrow band 3 kHz roofing filter provided in standard configuration realizes
excellent adjacent multi signal characteristics

IPO ON
102dB

-24dBm

Z11-Pro2

(160 - 6m) 125W

£167.95
AL-100............NEW Auto Tuner for Alinco .£149.99
AT100 Pro II...(160-6m) 125W ..................£209.95
AT897 Plus .....for Yaesu FT897...................£187.95
AT1200 ..........for FT450/FTDX1200 ...........£199.95
IT100 .............for Icom Models 125W ........£167.95
RT100 .............100W Remote Tuner…........£189.95
YT 100 ...........Yaesu Models 125W............£177.95
Z817................QRP for FT817 160 - 6m .....£124.95
Balun 1:1 or 4:1.....200W Power Handling ..£34.95

www.nevadaradio.co.uk
023 9231 3090

IPO ON
IP3 : +27dBm

-36dBm

AMP 1
100dB

SIG AMP 1

Features the highly acclaimed FTDX series quad mixer, along with a dedicated VHF/UHF mixer
SIG IPO

LDG

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5.30PM

UNIT 1 FITZHERBERT SPUR FARLINGTON PORTSMOUTH PO6 1TT PHONE

New generation all-band transceiver FT-991
offers full-fledged support for all modes including
HF/50/144/430 MHz in a single compact unit

RX OUTPUT [dB]

NEW

HF/VHF/UHF
ALL MODE TRANSCEIVER

Highly effective interference removal functions are great for stress-free QSOs on
the DX and Contest scene
Final Stage with Ample Power Reserves: 100 W for HF/50 MHz Bands and
50 W for VHF/UHF Bands

3rd IMD
NOISE FLOOR
（NOISE LEVEL+3dB）

-140 -120 -100 -80

-60

-40

-20

0

+20 +40 ANT INPUT [dBm]

IDR (IMD Dynamic range) / IP3 (3rd-Order Intercept Point) characteristics

3.5 inch full color touch panel display for convenient
comfortable operating
Advanced Spectrum Scope Function with Waterfall Display
Capability
Advanced technologies fully utilize the potential of C4FM
Digital including high-quality transmit audio, AMS, and
Group Monitor functions

HF/VHF/UHF 100 W
All Mode Transceiver

FT-991
(144 MHz/ 430 MHz 50 W)

＊ Snapshot image send/receive by C4FM digital is not possible.
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Editorial
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
Digest delivery
There were a few e-mails and comments on
the Reflector about the slightly later than
normal arrival of the May Digest. Whilst I
am delighted to have people concerned
that their favourite magazine is not on their
doormat, there was good reason. For that
particular edition a Bank Holiday occurred
at the time copy went to the printers and
was compounded by a query from them
that required a minor revision. We work to
the same timetable for every edition and it
might be worth explaining that here.
The deadline for all editions is the 20th of
the preceding month. In reality, articles
arrive at all times but this is the deadline
for all and for our six regular columnists. I
have to say the columnists are superb in
keeping to this date. Over the next 10 days I
assemble the articles, manage the layout
and juggle it all to fit a page count that is
divisible by four! During that time there are
often edits to be done on articles from
contributors for whom English is not their
first language; I try desperately to retain
the character of the original and generally
edit only spelling and grammar for
readability.
Towards the end of the 10 days I send the
index to the pictures editor (Mark, G4AXX)
so that he can choose the front cover
picture and the eight centre colour picture
pages.
Once the final text draft is completed I send
that to Mark, G4AXX for proof reading. My
aim is always to have a zero return, but
Mark is eagle-eyed in his reading and spots
minutiae much to my chagrin but obviously
to the benefit of readers!
My final task is to ensure I have all copy
from our advertisers and the target for
Mark and I is to get the full package to
3

Gordon, G3USR by the 1st day of the
publication month. He sends it to the
printers. Around the first Monday of the
month Tony, G4LDL sends Gordon a mailing
list separated into three geographical zones
which is forwarded to the printers. We have
just one liaison point with them to ensure
consistency. Hemel Copy Print returns a
final proof to Gordon and on approval they
print, collate and post the Digest using the
OBA account of Tim, M0URX. If all goes to
plan it arrives on UK doormats around the
second Thursday of the month with EU and
RoW appearing later by whatever postal
systems they have. So as you can see a real
team effort by a band of volunteers.
Electronic Digest
The Chairman and President both make
reference to e-Digest. The 2015/16
Committee will be looking at this and
considering issues such as formats, security
and minimising pirating. There are many
options available but we are committed to
retaining the printed copy for those who
want it. An electronic version opens up
many possibilities, but to get the best from
it will require two different versions; merely
placing a PDF on a website is easy but won't
realise the potential of e-copy (although it
could be an interim step). I would be
particularly interested to hear from any
member who has experience with epublishing. Please contact me at
ed@cdxc.org.uk.
Proof Reading
I mentioned Mark's excellent job of proof
reading the Digest. There was an amusing
thread on the Reflector about some errors
in RadCom recently (see 'RadCom Ploof
Leader required' in the Yahoo! archives).
There are three main no-no's for editors

and reviewers: spelling errors, grammatical
errors and incorrect captions or references.
The latter requires knowledge of your
subject and spell and grammar checkers are
a great boon for catching the former.
However these are not perfect and I am
indebted to Tom, GM4FDM for this witty
poem on the subject:
Eye halve a spelling chequer
It came with my pea sea
It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea
Eye strike a key and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid
It nose bee fore two long
And eye can put the error rite
Its rare lea ever wrong.
Eye have run this poem threw it
I am shore your pleased two no
Its letter perfect awl the weigh
My chequer tolled me sew.
(In fairness to Microsoft Word, it did
highlight a couple of grammatical errors in
the above.)
With all that rabbiting, I’ve run out of space
to tell you about this edition of the Digest –
so you’ll just have to read it all the way
through to find out for yourself. I just hope
you don’t find any editing errors!

Editorial Policy:
The views expressed in the Digest are those of the respective authors and may or may
not represent CDXC policy.
Copyright:
Unless explicitly stated, all material in the Digest is the copyright of the respective
author or photographer. They shall not be reproduced in part or in whole without the
author’s or photographer’s prior written permission. The Editor is happy to assist in
seeking permission to reproduce articles for bona fide reasons.
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Chairman's Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
I am writing this while travelling back from
another fabulous Friedrichshafen Ham
Radio event down on Lake Bodensee. This
year the weather was perfect with the
threatened rain and thunder for Saturday
failing to produce anything other than a
few minutes of light rain - and a 10 minute
downpour in the evening.

volunteers. They have given up their spare
time, travelled to meetings, dealt with emails, run marketing campaigns, policed
the Reflector, considered and sponsored
DXpeditions, run our Awards programme
and generally kept the Club running
smoothly. I think all members owe them a
big thank you.

The organisation was its usual top notch,
with transport and admission to the show
working like clockwork. The only failing
seemed to be a problem with finding when
and where lectures were being held and
rather 'global' 2-hour slots for a topic with
four lectures included.

The vast majority of Committee work is
carried out by e-mail and phone, but we do
meet three times a year for face to face
discussions. This is invaluable for the bigger
issues but the routine matters can take up
much meeting time if we are not careful.
Then there is the issue of Committee
members’ travel, for which none of us claim
any expenses – the lunch also being
provided by the host at no cost to the Club.

CDXC was well represented with UK,
European and RoW members present. The
traditional meeting at noon on Friday in the
beer garden required three long trestle
tables to accommodate us all [Ed: see
picture pages].
For me as Chairman it provided a great
opportunity to meet members, discuss hot
topics and get feedback on how we are
doing as a Club. Of course we talked of
much more too - some of it no doubt
rubbish in retrospect!
The manufacturers were there in force and
you'll doubtless read elsewhere of their
new products and offerings. The Flea
Market continues to shrink; barely filling
one and a half halls nowadays.
Along with the evening events, ad hoc
dinner meetings and superb location
Friedrichshafen remains Europe's top
Hamfest - long may it stay that way.
We are approaching the end of another
CDXC Committee year, with the AGM and
Summer Social a few days away. I would
like to offer my personal thanks to your
hard working Committee and our other
5

As an example, at our meeting on 9th May
hosted by Tony, G4LDL, we had, as usual,
full attendance plus our President elect. I
estimate the combined distance travelled
to just that meeting was 1,174 miles! To be
more efficient on both counts, my proposal
for next year is that routine matters should
be dealt with by regular audio conferencing
(e.g. Skype) and we combine some of our
face to face meetings with events that we
are all attending anyway.
That brings me neatly to that 9th May
Committee meeting. As it was to be
Neville’s last meeting before he steps down
after over 20 years of Committee
membership, I invited him to set the
agenda and chair the meeting. His focus
was on ‘CDXC in the Future’ and we had
wide-ranging discussions and debate. We
are collating that data now and it will
provide rich material for the next year’s
Committee to consider and implement. It is
also our intent to throw some points out to
members for comment – but that will not

happen until later this year. And before you
ask, yes investigating electronic Digest is on
the list to debate.
I have been enjoying the 80m CC’s and in
particular have become more comfortable
with the data modes sessions. Indeed I
have moved it up to second place (behind
CW) in my order of mode-preference. NFD
with the Windmill group from Somerset
was enjoyable as always, as will be VHF FD
with them I’m sure [Ed: Did I read this right,
our Chairman is not only admitting to liking
diddly modes, he’s also a closet VHF/UHF’er
– whatever next!].
Plans for the next 6G’s trip in September,
this time to Niue as E6GG, are going well
and we recently had an antenna
construction and testing day at my QTH.
Logistics are slightly easier than those for

the TX6G trip as we have a greater weight
allowance on the last leg of our journey –
but we are still predicting 350kgs of checkin luggage.
Once again CDXC have been asked to run
the HF Stream at the RSGB Convention in
October and I already have many of the
speakers lined up. There is still space for
more so if you have a talk you’d like to give
please drop me an e-mail.
That’s about it, Jenny and I look forward to
seeing many of you at Wing for the AGM
and Summer Social and do take a look at
the raffle prize list – our sponsors have
been most generous this year and deserve
our collective support.
73 and Good DX
Chris, G3SVL

President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
My sincere congratulations to the latest
CDXC members to be admitted to the CQ
Halls of Fame.

half-dozen major operations and has
operated from 25 DX entities over the past
10 years.”

Olof G0CKV becomes a member of the
CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame — “Leader
of the communications satellite industry for
a quarter-century. Founding Director
General of Inmarsat; Founder, CEO, and
Chairman of ICO Global Communications,
and CEO of Globalstar Inc.”

This is great news and brings the number of
CDXC members of the various CQ Halls of
Fame well into double figures. Perhaps we
should publish the list on our web site?

Michael G7VJR becomes a member of the
CQ DX Hall of Fame — “Is Founder of Club
Log, an online DXpedition log-hosting tool
that has changed the face of DXpedition
operating by, among other things, allowing
operators to upload their logs while their
DXpedition is still in progress, permitting
hams around the world to know if they are
in the log on a given band or mode. A
DXpeditioner himself, he has been part of a
6

I recently attended my final CDXC
committee meeting which Chris asked me
to chair. We focused on “CDXC in the
Future”. The committee members were
asked well in advance to give their thoughts
on the following topics:
I. Members: How can we enhance our
support to members?
II. Marketing: What are the areas in
which to focus our marketing activities
in the future? What follow up actions
are needed?

III. Profile: How can we further enhance
our profile?
IV. Administration: Can we improve the
ways in which we administer the club?
V. Are there any issues not covered
above?
During the three hours numerous
constructive ideas emerged. My final task is
to review the raw data and to assemble it
under logical headings. Next year’s
committee will be using this data to
develop a plan for the longer term. There
are just over 190 items on the list so there
will be plenty for the next committee to
think about.
As I write this, my final PP, I was thinking
back about the 20+ years that I have spent
on the committee. It’s been a thoroughly
enjoyable, happy and challenging
experience. We had around 100 members
when I joined the committee and we were
struggling to work out how we could make
significant contributions to DXpeditions
with such a small income. We started
regular marketing initiatives to increase our
numbers (the current number is 968) and
this has enabled us to make increasingly
larger donations in support of major
DXpeditions.

are now the largest DX club in the world in
terms of membership but by no means the
richest! I have given the committee some
ideas on how to leverage this.
The Digest has been enhanced substantially
over the years from the black and white
pictureless publication with paper covers of
the early 90’s to the excellent publication
that we have today. All these Digests can be
seen in the CDXC Archive. However it can
been seen from the accounts that printing
and distributing the Digest is a major
expense (despite very attractive rates for
printing and postage) so I foresee a move to
an on-line version sometime in the future.
But I strongly believe that we should
continue with the existing format for those
members who would prefer it.
Finally, my thanks to all the many members
for their support for many years. Trish and I
look forward to seeing many of you at the
Summer Social in Rutland on Saturday 18th
July. It looks like being a great event.
Best Wishes
73

We have also built our international profile
and our logo, a most valuable asset, is
known throughout the world of DXing. We

Any changes to your CDXC membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your
x
x
x

Postal address?
E-mail address?
Telephone number?

With a bit of hassle we can usually track these down, but it takes time.
So please advise Secretary Tony, G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of any such changes.
He will also advise you of any new passwords to access CMIS.
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New Members
Tony Bettley, G4LDL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new and re-joining members:

Callsign

Name

QTH

EA1DR

Oscar Luis Lanza

Cantabria

EI6EF

Frank Malone

Malahide

G0HOF

Ken Barnett

Peterborough

K5OA

Russ Guidry

Murrieta, Ca.

K5RQ

David Brandenburg

Osprey, Fl.

M0TAV

Vinny Hopkins

Coventry

N0UN

Wayne Ordakowski

Elizabeth, Co.

N7US

Jim McDonald

Woodstock, IL

OH6MW

Ari Vepsalainen

Kormu

VE7YBH

Phil Storey

Vancouver, BC

VK7BC

Frank Beech

Legana

WM9Q

Ron Settle

Gurnee. Il.

WN4N

Ron McCloud

Greenville, Fl.

YB4IR

Imam Raharjo

Palembang

We regret to record the passing of the following CDXC members:
G3CWW, Tony Timme.
G3LOJ, Tony Blythe.
VE3IQ, Jim Dean.
Our thoughts are with their families and loved ones.
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Treasurer’s Tune
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
Subscription renewals
Have you renewed your CDXC subscription
for the new membership year through to
30th June, 2016? If so, thank you so much.
Renewing promptly avoids the need for
committee members to chase you up. We
would be delighted if you would take our
wellbeing seriously and allow us to spend
our committee time on other CDXC tasks. If
you have not yet renewed please would
you do so now? Thanks.
Should you have any doubt whether you
have renewed you can log on to
CDXC.org.uk and check your personal
record in the CDXC Membership
Information System, ‘CMIS’. Logging on is
easy using the email address that you have
given CDXC. Forgotten your password?
Then just hit the ‘Forgot Password’ button
and follow the on-screen instructions. If
you have forgotten which email you gave
CDXC, drop Secretary Tony, G4LDL an email
(sec@cdxc.org.uk) and he will help you out.
Once logged on, look for the Blue Box in the
left hand screen margin where you will see
(under your name) ‘View Profile’. Click on
View Profile and you will then see ‘My
Profile’ and full details of your membership.
If the field titled ‘Renewal Due On …’ says
01 July 2015 then you have not renewed
and you need to renew immediately. This
will ensure that you do not miss any copies
of the Digest.
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Renewal of subscriptions can be done online by hitting the ‘Renew until 01 Jul 2016’
button. Follow the on-screen instructions.
Or you can renew off-line by any one of the
other methods set out on pages 14 and 15
of the May Digest.
Note that if you have only recently renewed
(other than with an on-line payment) there
will be a few days delay until, prompted by
your payment received, I will update your
membership record. If you check your
records and find that you have definitely
paid and the renewal is not shown in CMIS
then please email treasurer@cdxc.org.uk
with full details of your payment.
Annual accounts
CDXC’s accounts for the year ended 31st
March, 2015 were approved by the
Committee on the 9th of May. The
Accounts are now with Nigel Knapton,
G1JKE for audit and will be presented along
with Nigel’s Audit Report at the AGM where
I will also answer any questions that you
may have.
I look forward to meeting many members
at the AGM and Summer Social here in
Rutland on 18th July
73, Gordon, G3USR
Honorary Treasurer

2015 LF Challenge Results
Bob Barden, MD0CCE – Awards Manager
CDXC is pleased to announce the winners of the 2015 LF Challenge:
Award
Penallt Trophy, Salver
Tindle Cup, Salver
Third Place Salver

Winner
M0IKW
G5LP
PJ4DX

DXCCs 160m 80m
155
0
31
145
0
85
114
21
36

160m Salver
80m Salver
40m Salver

5B4AIF
= G4EZT
G5LP
G5LP

Certificates of Merit
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

G0ORC
5B4AIF
M3DFW
G3ZSS
G4DBW
G4EZT
G3VGZ

40m
134
141
110

42
42
85
141

105
97
90
78
76
73
72

0
42
0
20
0
42
17

59
0
48
30
14
34
36

85
97
68
59
75
15
65

Activity and interest in the Challenge remained strong again this year, with more than fifty
stations participating by posting their scores on the Club Log LF Challenge page. The number of
DXCCs worked on LF rose this year versus last year, and once again 40M was (unsurprisingly)
the band that produced the winning results. A quick comparison of year-on-year 2013-15
results reveals:

DXCCs
160m
80m
40m

2015
155
42
85
141

2014
152
28
63
129

2013
125
55
71
117

Trophies and salvers will be awarded at the CDXC AGM and Summer Social in July. Certificates
will be emailed to recipients shortly.
Full results are available at: www.clublog.org/lfchallenge.php
Congratulations to all the winners!
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
x Working from DXCC – in forty-six years
x All Asian Contest – the All Ageing
contest?
x Joining the DXCC QSL queue at
Friedrichshafen
Working from 100 DXCC Countries
DXCC is the central award in Amateur Radio
DXing. The time it takes to contact the
initial 100 countries (or these days:
‘entities’) needed for the basic DXCC varies
greatly. On a good day in a major contest
such as CQWW it is possible to contact 100
DXCC countries within a few hours. Many
high-scoring CQWW entrants will have
made DXCC over the single weekend of the
contest. However more usually working the
basic one hundred countries for DXCC
(particularly on VHF, 6m, QRP) can be more
challenging and certainly more time
consuming.
In July 1969 G3TXF went on his first
DXpedition. It was to Tunisia, as 3V8NC.
Tunisia was the first overseas country from
which the then recently licensed G3TXF
operated. And nearly forty-six years later,
in June 2015, G3TXF made a short visit to
Kishinev in Moldova and operated for one
night as ER/G3TXF. Moldova is the 100th
DXCC entity from which G3TXF has
operated.
Travelling to and operating from 100 DXCC
countries has involved countless flights on
many airlines. Although air travel has been
the key feature of most of G3TXF’s 100
DXCC operations, there have been just four
DX-peditions from locations only accessible
by sea (OJ0 Market Reef, VP6 Pitcairn, ZD7
St Helena, and ZD9 Tristan da Cunha).
CEPT licensing has simplified beyond
recognition the ease with which we can
now operate from so many DXCC countries.
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This was also the case with ER/G3TXF, the
most recent operation. Moldova is a
signatory to the CEPT agreement. Slawa
ER1LW, who is one of Moldova’s leading
DXers, kindly let me operate from his
station in Kishinev.
The trip to Moldova was for just one day.
The flight to Kishinev, the capital of
Moldova, was from Vienna. Slawa ER1LW
met me at the airport. An early evening
dinner had been arranged with a number of
ER DXers. That was great fun. Much to the
amusement of the audience, G3TXF
showed slides of his collection of old UO5
cards. After dinner Slawa ER1LW drove me
to his home and very soon ER/G3TXF was
on the air on 17m CW.
Slawa’s large multi-band beams are on the
top of a nine-storey building. His signal gets
out very well. ER/G3TXF had intended to
spend just a couple of hours operating
before returning to his hotel. This never
happened. The pile-up on 17m CW just kept
running and running. It was about 5am
local time before ER/G3TXF finally crashed
out for a few hours’ sleep on the floor.
Later in the morning there was time for a
short operating session before having to
head back to the airport. 900 CW QSOs had
been made during the short one-night
operating session as ER/G3TXF.
In the event the hotel room that had been
booked for one night in Kishinev never got
used for anything other than storing my
suitcase overnight. The bed was left
untouched.
G3TXF’s QRV DXCC:
Over the past forty-six years, G3TXF has
operated from the following 100 DXCC
countries:

1A, 3B9, 3DA, 3V, 4O, 4U1ITU, 4X, 5T, 6W,
6Y, 8Q, 9H, 9M0, 9V, C2, C5, CE, CE0Y, CU,
DL, EA8, EA9, ER, F, FG, FH, FJ, FK, FM, FO,
FO/a, FP, FS, FW, FY, G, GD, GI, GJ, GM, GU,
GW, H44, HB9, HB0, I, J3, J8, JW, K, KH2,
KP4, LX, LY, OE, OJ0, OK, ON, OX, OY, P2,
PA, PJ2, PJ4, PJ7, S7, SM, SV5, SV9, T7, TF,
TJ, TU, UR, V2, V5, V6, V8, VK, VK9C, VK9N,
VP2E, VP2M, VP2V, VP5, VP6, VP9, XX9, YJ,
YK, YU, ZA, ZB2, ZC4, ZD7, ZD8, ZD9, ZF, ZL7,
ZS.
The DXFC.org website (which tracks both
DXCC countries visited and DXCC countries
‘QRV’) currently lists three travellers with
operations from over 100 DXCC countries:
Rudi DK7PE from 133 countries, Vlad
UA4WHX from 128 and Roger G3SXW from
103. Doubtless there are a few more who
have also operated from 100+ DXCC
Countries.
Age

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79

80-89

QSOs

4

22

89

130

111

32

4

%

1

6

23

33

28

8

1

The vast majority (84%) of the stations
worked were in the age range 40-69 years,
with proportionally much lower numbers in
the youngest (20-29) and oldest (80-89) age
ranges. Sadly, there were no teenage
contesters among the 392 stations worked.
However many of today’s older participants
in the AA CW Contest probably made their
own first QSOs in this contest when they
were themselves teenagers. This was
certainly the case for G3TXF whose first
operation in the All Asian CW Contest was
just a few months after receiving his licence
at the age of 16.
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All Asia Contest: the All Ageing contest?
The JARL’s All Asian Contest is unique. The
contest exchange is the operator’s age. The
AA Contest provides an interesting
perspective on the age range of contesters.
During this year’s All Asian CW Contest
G3TXF made QSOs with 392 different Asian
stations (excluding the three YLs who
demurred with a ‘00’ age exchange). The
Asian participants in the AA Contest are
mostly Japanese, Chinese and Asiatic
Russian stations, with just a few from the
Gulf, India and South East Asia. The average
age for all AA CW Contest stations worked
this year was 56. The age distribution is
shown here with a clear peak in the three
decades in the middle:

The average age (60) of the 198 different
JAs worked in this year’s AA CW Contest
was slightly higher than the average of all
stations worked. However, perhaps
unsurprisingly, the average age of the
Chinese stations worked was somewhat
lower at 44 years.
The All Asian Contests provide further proof
(as if any further proof were needed!) of
the gradually ageing profile of our hobby. In
next year’s All Asia CW Contest, the same
stations with whom G3TXF exchanged a
quick smile as the same age number was
swapped this year, will each be sending a
one higher contest exchange!

K1N - The Navassa Island DXpedition
Ralph Fedor – K0IR
Five million years ago a paroxysm ripped
the floor of the Caribbean Sea, thrusting up
a mix of coral and limestone that became
Navassa Island. Two million years later,
erosion from rains had honeycombed the
island with limestone caves that millions of
bats began filling with guano. After another
three million years, The Guano Act was
passed by the American Congress in 1856,
enabling guano mining on Navassa. But the
invention of dynamite by Alfred Nobel in
1867 and a labor uprising on Navassa in
1898 sealed the fate of guano mining on
the island. The U.S. Coast Guard built and
manned a lighthouse on the island from
1917 until 1929 when it was replaced with
an automated beacon system. The
lighthouse ceased operation in 1996 and
jurisdiction of Navassa was passed to the
U.S. Department of the Interior which
named Navassa as a U.S. National Wildlife
Refuge. Now, five million years after that
Caribbean upheaval, I was in the air bound
for Navassa.
The Bell 212 helicopter began its slow
decent from 5500 feet over the rough
Caribbean Sea below us. My thoughts
flashed back, trying to comprehend in a few
moments all that had transpired since plans
for the Desecheo and Navassa Island
DXpeditions had begun 15 years ago. Our
KP1-5 project leaders, K4UEE, NA5U, and
W0GJ, had invested thousands of man
hours, traveled thousands of miles, and
drafted reams of documents. They had
endured denial after denial of the proposed
DXpeditions yet maintained a focused, but
respectful, persistence that would not yield.
Now, after staging our equipment and
assembling most of our team in Jamaica,
the reward for all their labor was at hand.
As we flew toward Navassa, I thought of
our offshore support vessel, the Electra.
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She had sailed from Miami a week earlier
and was making her way toward the island,
hampered by high winds and rough seas.
When she had a weather window the
Electra would find an anchorage off shore
at Lulu Bay, a small cove on the southwest
part of the island. Aboard Electra were
three team members; AA7JV, HA7RY,
N6MZ; and all our cargo that was too heavy
or too bulky to come by helicopter.
My thoughts were interrupted when the
pilot’s voice came over our headsets, above
the whine of the engines and dull thumping
of the rotor. “There it is. 11 o’clock. That’s
Navassa,” he said. I peered through the
windshield and saw the gray cliffs rimming
the island with crashing surf producing
white flashes at their bases. Scattered
patches of gray rock between the green of
shrubs, trees, and grasses colored the
island’s surface. And then, faintly, the
legendary lighthouse came into view.
For weeks before this flight, one question
had haunted me. Would we be able to use
the lighthouse to support high wire
antennas? It was a question we were afraid
to ask, fearing what the answer might be.
Without that resource, I feared we would
be severely compromised. We had five
SteppIR 2-element beams and four verticals
for the low bands. But the verticals were on
the Electra which might not be able to land
them in the rough seas that were predicted
for the next several days. And we were
handicapped by the rocky surface of the
island and its poor ground conditions for
vertical antennas. Our masts for supporting
the Yagi’s topped out at 20 feet. They
would not be usable for supporting dipoles
or slopers. How would we deal with all the
propagation available to us with these
limited antenna resources? To do our job
well, we needed to be on two modes at the

same time on at least 10, 15, and 20
meters, be on 17 and 12 with one mode,
and cover the low bands. Predictions said
we would have excellent propagation. How
could we take advantage of this fabulous
gift with the antennas we had? We had
plenty of spooled up antenna wire and at
least 2 pre-cut dipoles with us, but how
could we deploy the additional antennas
we had or those we would make up?
The lighthouse grew closer and just before
the shudder when the Bell 212 transitioned
from normal flight into ground effect, my
anxieties were relieved and my questions
were answered. That’s when I saw it. One
hundred and sixty feet above ground, the
American flag was flying from the
lighthouse. I knew in a heartbeat that we
were going to be allowed to climb the inner
stairs of the lighthouse and from the same
level that our flag was flying, attach wire
antennas. We had dodged a huge bullet.
Visions of 160 foot high sloping dipoles and
inverted-vee’s begun to swirl in my head.
In a strong cross wind, our pilot gently set
the helicopter down at 1959 UTC on
February 2nd and flattened the rotor blades
whose spinning tips were about 50 feet
from the lighthouse and lighthouse
keeper’s house. Jerry, Glenn, George and
staff from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife waved
to us while the 212’s twin turbine engines
began to spool down. As the pilot worked
through his shut down procedure, the
helicopter’s mechanic opened the doors
and motioned to us that it was safe to get
out of the helicopter and to begin
unloading the cargo that had accompanied
us on the flight.
As we carried our food, water, fuel,
antennas, shelter components, and
personal baggage from the helicopter
toward the lighthouse keeper’s house; it
became apparent that Glenn, George, Jerry,
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife personnel
had done an enormous amount of work
since they arrived 24 hours earlier. They
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found the lighthouse floor and spiral
staircase covered with rust, rubble, and rat
nests. Vegetation, both alive and dead, had
taken over the space inside the lighthouse
keeper’s house whose roof had long since
collapsed. A two foot square opening in the
center of the keeper’s house was wide
open to a cistern below and rat droppings
and scurrying roaches were everywhere.
The small acetylene gas storage house next
to the lighthouse was also filled with debris.
Using shovels, buckets, and brooms; and
with masks covering their noses and
mouths; these men removed dirt and
debris that had accumulated in these
structures over the last 20 years. Thanks to
them we now had relatively clean areas for
our stations inside the lighthouse and the
adjacent gas house. Our shelters could be
set up inside the walls of the old lighthouse
keeper’s house, affording us protection
from the winds. Without a roof rain was a
problem, but our base of operations was
better than expected.
More cargo and team members arrived as
the helicopter shuttled back and forth over
the next two days. The aircraft had to carry
extra fuel in auxiliary tanks to have
sufficient range for each round trip. This
limited our cargo weight on each flight and
necessitated more round trips. After an
arduous voyage, the Electra arrived. The
team was now whole and safe. But the
arrival of the Electra brought with it a new
challenge, getting cargo ashore in the face
of steep, undercut cliffs and high surf.
But where a problem exists; human
ingenuity, for the sake of DX; will rise to the
occasion. George, AA7JV, dove to the sea
bottom and secured an anchor in the sand.
We then ran a davit line from this anchor to
a metal frame that we secured to a rocky
cliff on shore. Add a pulley, a sling, and a
pull rope and we had a tram line to bring
additional fuel, water, and equipment
ashore. It was not easy, and we had bet a

lot on being able to offload cargo from the
Electra, but the process worked.
W2GD’s voice cracked over my 2 meter HT,
“It looks good, tie it off!” John was high
atop the lighthouse securing one end of the
full-sized 160 meter sloper. I was at the
other end of the antenna tramping in the
bushes 250 feet from the base of the
lighthouse trying to avoid falling into holes
and coming into contact with poisonwood
trees. I pulled the antenna tight and tied it
off. Moments later the HT cracked again,
“1.2 to 1 at 1825. We’ll take it!” We
repeated this exercise with the 80 meter
inverted-Vee and with dipoles fixed to
window openings lower down in the
lighthouse. Meanwhile the StepIRs were
going up and stations were being set-up.
The antenna compliment we needed was
materializing.
We came on the air just after 2300 UTC on
February 1. By sunrise we would have
stations on 80, 40, 20, and 15 meters with
the remaining bands added before day’s
end. With Navassa being the number one
most wanted country and with the bands
simultaneously open to North America and
Europe, the pile-ups were, in a word,
COLOSSAL. Managing the pile-ups was a
true challenge to our team, but what a
team we had.
K4UEE focused on the low bands with
prodigious endurance. NA5U and N2TU
were our RTTY rocks. W2GD and HA7RY
were indomitable on CW while K9CT,
WB9Z, K6MM, and W0GJ were multimode
QSO machines. W6IZT managed our
computers and logging and booked a lot of
QSO’s. N6MZ kept our spirits high and was
happy working any mode or continent.
AA7JV had his hands full with the Electra,
but joined in the low band work. NM1Y had
planned our power grid and, for this being
his first DXpedition, did an amazing job in
all respects. And then there was the
indefatigable N4GRN who lead us through
the quagmire of customs and shipping and
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managed our internet services. The team
brought together a critical blend of
operating skills and infrastructure support.
My job on the DXpedition was operator
scheduling; trying to equitably assign
operating time while considering skill sets,
preferences, tasks other than operating,
the need for sleep, and always-alwaysalways, propagation. My job was made
easier with the help of K6TU’s propagation
prediction service and the self-help found
on DX Summit. However, most helpful of all
was having a team whose energy and good
nature was inexhaustible.
Propagation was indeed kind to us, but we
had to give special attention to areas
whose openings were “underneath”
stronger signals from other parts of the
world. For example, stronger signals from
North America would have obscured
openings to Japan had we not specifically
listened for and called for JA stations.
Similarly, the opening to deep Asia, was
concurrent with strong signals from Europe.
Our prediction programs and the
cooperation of North American and
European operators who stood by when
necessary allowed us to work these difficult
areas.
It seems that “factor-x” finds its way into
every DXpedition. Something unexpected
always happens; it may be a blessing or a
bite in the behind. “Factor-x” came calling
at Navassa as well, but it brought with it a
“win-win” situation. Haitian fishermen
regularly visit Navassa to fish off its reefs.
We had left over fuel, tables, chairs,
shelters, tarps, water containers, and food.
The cost of flying these back to Jamaica
would exceed their worth. The Haitian
fishermen were happy to accept these
items. They received something of value,
we saved the cost of flying cargo back to
Jamaica, and an act of international
goodwill took place through the medium of
ham radio.

During the DXpedition kudos and criticism
came our way and both were helpful.
However, the final yardstick to apply to this
or any other DXpedition is the outcome
produced by the DXpedition team. A
DXpedition’s outcome, its data, speaks the
truth and often nullifies some of the
criticism and some of the kudos. Our
outcome was just under 140,000 QSO’s and
an average of 767 QSO’s per operator per
day. The latter figure was only exceeded by
the Ducie Island DXpedition of 2008. But
most important of all, and this is something
outside the realm of data, the K1N
DXpedition began as a group of friends and
ended as a group of friends.

Should we be happy with these numbers?
Yes, I think so. But we should not be
completely satisfied. There is always room
for improvement and that is what drives
DX.
As the helicopter rose to take me off the
island, I looked over my shoulder at the old
lighthouse. The light in the old watchtower
of the island had long since gone out. But
the iconic structure had once more given
itself to the service of humankind. It gave
its support to the antennas that defined
K1N and in so doing thrilled amateur radio
operators around the world. “Goodbye my
old friend,” I said, “and thank you.”

A sincere “THANK YOU” to ALL of our sponsors including CDXC!

Masalembu Islands OC-250 & Poteran Island OC-237
Din Syah, YB8RW/3
My journey started from my home in Bitung
- Manado (North Celebes) on 3rd March
2015, with a plan to take a ship to
Masalembu Island via Java Island. Once in
Jakarta (Java) I took a 48 hour bus journey
to Surabaya city (East Java) from where I
was picked up by Adhi, YB3MM and driven
the 6-hour journey to Port Kalianget
(Madura) from where I could get a boat to
the island of Masalembo.
After 14 hours at sea on 24th March 2015 I
reached Masalembu Island and
immediately set about finding a location to
set up a portable station.
Masalembu Islands is a three-island group
located in the Java Sea between Java (East
Java) and the island of Borneo (Kalimantan
Selatan), composed of Masalembu Besar
Island (Masalembu Islands), Masakambing
Island (Masalembu Kecil Island): 7 miles
from Masalembu Besar Island and Kramian
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(Keramian) Island 35 miles from
Masalembu Besar Island. Masalembu Besar
is the Central Island where there is a boat
and a harbour with shopping, naval and
other island communities.
On 28th March 2015 I took the AMUKTI
Palapa to OC-250 Kramian Island, a sea trip
that took 6 hours, and I was QRV from the
island from 28th – 30th March. I had wanted
to stay longer, but the problem I had was
that the electrical supply on the island was
broken and there was no hope of repair
until the supply boat came. So I went QRT
at 21:00 on 30th March and the following
morning with few other options available I
joined a fishing boat going to Masalembu
Kecil Island (Masakambing Island)
The marine weather in the morning was
very friendly and bright as we crossed to
Masakambing Island. I was pleased to find
that electricity was available, although only

at night (10.00z - 15.00z). I even meet a
fellow Amateur Radio, Mr. Murshid,
YD8PZE who lives on the Masakambing
Island but only works VHF for the local
fishing boat course and keeps and breeds
Pemelihaan Crab, Shrimp and Bird parrot.
Masalembu Kecil Island is the name listed
on the World Map and IOTA Directory, but
the people on this island and even in
Indonesia only know the island as
Masakambing Island. It is a refuge for ships
and fishing boats in the event of storms and
bad weather at sea that arise suddenly.
There is just one village of 46 houses with
102 people. They are fishermen and
breeders of crab, shrimp, lobster, and
parrots. In the past there were tourists who
came to see the parrots and to sample the
crab and lobster but the unpredictable sea
conditions and the unreliable ships’
schedules means this has ended.
During my stay Mr. Murshid, YD8PZE
treated me like a brother, preparing food, a
bed, and helping establish the antenna as
well as sharing experiences of HF
communications.
st

On 1 April I went QRT at 18.00z hours to
allow for some sleep before packing up and

heading towards the jetty for the scheduled
boat to Masalembu Besar Island.
The ship’s schedule meant I had 12 hours
on Masalembu Big Island and I didn’t waste
any time in looking for a location to set up
and install an antenna (use my generator
now I had fuel). I was QRV on 30m with
good propagation and I made many QSOs
with NA, EU and USA. At 12.00z I went QRT
to pack up all of my equipment and get
back on board by 15.00z.
From Kaliangat a scheduled boat makes the
short 20 minute trip to Poteran Islan OC237 (named Puteran Island in IOTA
Directory). I landed and found a place to set
up a tent and antenna on the waterfront.
From 20:15z on 3rd April until 11:00z on 3rd
April I was QRV from OC-237.
On 7th April I set off back home.
My overall results were as follows:
Masalembu Island, OC-250 = 3,205 QSOs
Poteran Island, OC-237 = 902 QSOs
By mode:
CW = 80%
Phone / SSB = 20%

Nauru C21EU
Ronald Stuy, PA3EWP
In October 2014, I was asked by Hans and
Guenter if I was interested in joining them
on a DXpedition to C21 Nauru. At that time
I could not give a definite confirmation
because I was still preparing for EP6T.
Added to this the final dates were not sure
at that time. By November 2014, the
planning was clear and it was no problem
for me to join them to Nauru. This time it
was a four man team, consisting of:
DL2AWG, DL6JGN, DK2AMM and PA3EWP.
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For Ernoe, DK2AMM, it was his first
DXpedition.
Because we would go between late March
and early April 2015, it was not going to be
productive to focus on the low bands, there
would certainly not be propagation to
Europe (Europe for us is again the main
purpose of this DXpedition). On Club Log
Nauru is 64th most wanted worldwide; for

Europe, it is 45th for mixed mode, 28th for
SSB and 25th for RTTY.
Nauru has approximately 10,000
inhabitants; it is the smallest state in the
Pacific and the second smallest state in the
world. At present there are about 3,000
refugees from all around the world housed
by Australia in various camps. There are
hundreds of employees from Australia on
the island for the care and control.
Therefore, it is almost impossible for
tourists to get a room in one of the two
hotels on the island. Most are occupied by
members of the Australian aid services. We
were very lucky that Stan LZ1GC (C21GC)
had booked three rooms for us some six
months ago. There are no tourists on Nauru
and it is very difficult to get a tourist visa.
There is not much to see and do on the
Island. The island is about 4 by 6 km wide
and everyone lives along the coastline. The
island has been completely ploughed over
the past 50 years to remove the
phosphates from the ground. It is one of
the three islands in the Pacific, where this
material is present. The income they
currently get is from Australia, and is about
AUS $2m per day to house the refugees. If
in a few years all refugees were to be
placed in other countries, Nauru would
have a major economic challenge with no
income and only the phosphates, which are
deep below ground, to export. The whole
country is currently running only on the
Australian refugees’ program.
The interior of Nauru is simply a lunar
landscape.
It took a lot of effort to get our visa for
Nauru. Guenter was trying from December
2014 to get the visas and we were told that
we had to apply for a business visa and not
a tourist visa. This would be a show stopper
for us because a tourist visa costs 50 AUS
dollars and a business visa 3,000 AUS
dollars.
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After I had returned from Iran I started
calling the various agencies in Nauru and
Australia. The time difference is 10 and 12
hours. Many nights I set my alarm clock and
got out of my bed to call to ‘down under’. I
was sent from pillar to post. Eventually
after several days I had someone on the
phone who would arrange everything for
us. He understood that we would go there
for our hobby and it had nothing to do with
business. He did what he had promised and
a few days later we had our visa. This also
allowed us to get our C21 license and to
book our last part of the flight (Brisbane –
Nauru). You must have booked
accommodation to get a visa and you must
have a visa to get the flight.
On Sunday our journey started from
Frankfurt via Paris, Guangzhou (China),
Brisbane (Australia) to Nauru. Early Tuesday
morning we arrived in Brisbane where we
spent almost one day. As normal tourists
we walked around and tried to see as much
as possible of the city but in the evening we
went to bed early, because at 04:00 local
we were picked up by the shuttle bus to go
to the airport again. After 2 days sleeping
on an airplane it had been a luxury to sleep
in a normal bed!
After we arrived on Wednesday in Nauru,
we went to retrieve the license from the
Ministry of Telecommunications.
Everything was arranged in advance, and
there were no problems. The call ‘C21EU’
we had requested was on the paperwork,
although we had never received a
confirmation that we could use C21EU. We
had requested just one callsign, but we still
had to pay for four persons.
Arriving at the hotel we started assembling
the two verticals. The Spiderbeam was
scheduled for next day. Before it went dark
both verticals were ready. Then we set up
the station and soon after the first QSOs
were made. Our focus was on Europe, and
especially on the high bands. The first days
we had only activated 10m to 30 meters.

We did this with three antennas: a
Spiderbeam for the bands 10m to 20m, a
vertical for 10/15/20m and another vertical
for 12/17/30m. Both verticals had 2
elevated radials per band. At high tide
several radials hung above the salt water.
Using these three antennas we could cover
all bands with our two radios. For the last
two days we disconnected 10/15/20m
vertical and used a 40 meter vertical - a
simple vertical with one elevated radial
pointed to Europe. The Spiderbeam worked
better than we expected, it was about 7m
high. All antennas were a few meters from
the salt water.
In April, you cannot expect much on the
low bands so we did not spend any time on
80 or 160m. Our radios were two Elecraft
K3/100 with a homemade amplifier
delivering about 500 watts. The logging was
done on laptops using Win-test.
Unfortunately we had no internet so it was
not possible to upload the log to Clublog;
we did this after arriving back in Australia.
As a result, we worked many dupes
because operators were not sure whether
the first QSO was completed or not and
therefore a second QSO was made on the
same band and mode.
On the first few days I spent a lot of time on
30 meters. We had almost perfect
conditions on this band on most days more than an hour after our sunrise it was
still possible to work into Europe. For the
last two days we had almost 12 hours of
activation on 40m. The first of those days
the propagation to Europe was not so good,
it was noticeable that the Europeans had
problems receiving us compared to the
second day. (Afterwards I heard that there
was a lot of DQRM on my frequency).
Most of the Europeans were worked on 40
meter CW, Guenter made the first hours
RTTY and SSB but mainly NA and JA. Hans
and Ernoe were on 10 and 12 meters most
of days with the focus on Europe. Many
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hundreds of QSOs are made here but the
openings to Europe were very short. Ernoe
and I were usually active at night from
02.00 hour until the next morning around
08.00. This was more than one hour after
sunrise. Then we went to breakfast and
tried to sleep a few hours. At night 30m
was always open as were 17m and/or 20m.
One of us was usually on 30m and the other
operator could then switch between the
other bands. The last two nights we were
present on 30 and 40m.
We definitely succeeded in working Europe;
almost 50% of the QSOs were with Europe.
We focused also on RTTY; over 10% of our
QSO's were in RTTY. Several stations told
me during a QSO or some via SMS text that
we were 59+ in Europe. During QSOs and
also afterwards many amateurs thanked us
for an ATNO (All Time New One).
On many days we had hours of power cuts,
sometimes this was a period of five to six
hours. According to local people it could
have been much worse - it has sometimes
lasted three days. The weather was very
bad; we had a lot of rain which caused a lot
of flooding at the hotel. Altogether, we had
only one day with beautiful sunny weather
but temperatures were certainly not bad around 30 degrees during the day and well
above 20 degrees at night. One day it
rained and the wind blew very hard. We
were having breakfast that morning in the
restaurant with a good view of the
antennas. Guenter saw the Spiderbeam
falling down but fortunately there was no
damage and we were able to setup it again
easily. It was raining that day so hard that
even a part of the hotel roof collapsed. The
local people told us that it normally never
rained so much as over the past period. It
transpired that the bad weather was due to
a hurricane that swept through the Pacific.
On the island there is only one amateur,
Darkey, C21DJ. He is not active at this time.
His dipole hangs entirely between the trees
and is no longer usable and he does not

have much interest in the hobby anymore.
He was very active in the past, but mostly
working America and Japan. He had not
worked much in Europe.
After 10 days on the Island, it was time to
go home. Right up to the last day, the pileups were still there.
On the return trip we spent an evening in
Brisbane before continuing the journey
back home. The journey cost me more than
2 ½ days: 27 hours of which were on an
aeroplane plus nearly 20 hours waiting at
airports.
More information and photos can be
viewed on our website

http://www.nauru2015.de QSL is via
Guenter DL2AWG. The logs will be
uploaded to LOTW shortly.
Thanks to our club sponsors GDXF, EUDXF,
Mediterrano DX Club, GMDX, Danish DX
Group, CDXC, SDXF, Clipperton DX Club and
several individual sponsors. We were able
to complete this DXpedition successfully
with help of our sponsors.
During our long trip back home we started
discussing several options for the next
DXpedition in 2016. Back home we have to
work on our new plans.
Until the next time in another pile-up from
--... …--

Breakdown by Band/Mode:
Band

Phone

CW

RTTY

Total

%

40

436

852

308

1596

6.3%

30

0

3327

0

3327

13.1%

20

2798

1922

206

4926

19.4%

17

1213

2745

693

4651

18.4%

15

1649

2467

1406

5522

21.8%

12

305

2037

47

2389

9.4%

10

574

2361

0

2935

11.6%

6975 15711

2660

Totals

25346 100.0%

Breakdown by Continent:
Continent
Africa
Antarctica
Asia

%

42

0.2

1

0.0

7530

29.7

12554

49.5

4441

17.5

Oceania

484

1.9

South America

294

1.2

25346

100.0

Europe
North America

Totals
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QSOs

ZL7AAA – Chatham Island 2014
Barry P Fletcher ZS1FJ/9V1FJ/G4MFW
Chatham Island ZL7 was in my mind.
Though interrupted by a May 2012
DXpedition to the Caribbean and then a
couple months later by the Swains Island
NH8S DXpedition, I was getting older and at
82 I felt my time was running out. I was also
some way into our own Mellish Reef
venture getting a quote for the vessel and a
six man team. Then out of the blue came
the VK9MT DXpedition. My brother Keith,
who lives in Darwin, Australia, had been
there on his round the world sailing trips
and had a master plan to defeat the cyclone
danger. Hhhm .... maybe later !
It had been a long time since my one man
ZL8/G4MFW trip to Kermadec in 1995, then
the number 8 most wanted. But late in
2013, we went to Canada to visit our
daughter Cathy in VE land. Whilst there I
met Sandro, VE7NY and soon Chatham, ZL7
was on the agenda. Stefan VE7DZO was
also a possibility for the trip. At the time,
ZL7 was number 70 most wanted and SSB
rather than CW, was scarce. A friend in
Auckland, an ex ZS, helped us to get the
ZL7AAA callsign. I had a ZL callsign
(ZL1MFW) but I’m not resident in New
Zealand.
Unfortunately, Stefan had to drop out as he
was still suffering from an illness caused
during the Chernobyl radiation leak - both
Stefan and Sandro, although living in
Canada, are from Romania (YO) and
emigrated to Canada years ago. They are
brilliant operators.
Our first challenge was to find a suitable
QTH with ideally a location near the beach
with take off in every direction. I originally
found a place on the NE of the island “The
Ultimate Hideaway’ but it was booked. So
we found a beach house on the west of the
island a 30 minute walk from the Chatham
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hotel. The beach was important for our
SVDA arrays and for our RG8X coaxial cable
lengths.
Problem 1
The estimate of distance to the beach given
by Vanesa of the Chatham hotel was
woefully short; she said it would be some
50m but there was a hill between the beach
house and the sea. I wondered if the 500
feet or coax would be enough.
Problem 2
Due to Stefan’s inability to join us, we
would be short of operators – especially if
there were to be big pile-ups. Franz,
OE2SNL, who was getting ready to operate
CEPT in ZL, agreed to join us from the 20th
March – so we had our dates - March 20th
through April 1.
Problem 3
We found two ZL’s to join us and reduce
the operating pressure and share costs
including accommodation etc. They would
bring two linears as back up. Sandro and I
had to bring rigs, amplifiers, antennas and a
vast array of equipment from both Canada
and South Africa by air and it would incur
considerable extra charges. To get
operators to join a DXpedition is not easy
but they sounded keen and we were
struggling! In the end, the linears did not
work and they declined the opportunity. I
have had many rookie operators who
learned quickly in a short space of time. We
decided to self-fund and show it COULD be
done on a low cost basis. To achieve this we
tried to plan a simple limited size operation,
but it was easier said than done!
We wanted to get out to the deserving and
I had promised the ZS’s that I would do my
best as the path was a horrible one over

the South Pole. And so it proved to be even
though our position was the best we could
find for this path.
On NH8S I had seen how effective the
SDVAs were – they would be great for the
beach at Chatham. SteppIR kindly offered a
couple of CrankIRs and a 2-element SteppIR
beam – and who were we to refuse? I
wanted to have the SVDA arrays and so I
purchased a 17m and a 21m array with the
intention of using these back in Cape Town
and for future DXpeditions (since then I lent
one to Paul, ZS1S who planned to be in
Tristan da Cunha later on).
For rigs we planned to use our own
lightweight rigs: my long-serving TS-50, a
veteran of a dozen smaller DXpeditions,
and Sandro’s Kenwood TS-480HX. I would
also loan my Ameritron ALS-600 amplifier.
As it happened, what we had to carry was
decidedly heavy and cumbersome. Sandro
alone was carrying five antennas plus his
TS-480 and other equipment. I was carrying
500 feet of RG-213 coax, a rig, an amplifier
and a lot of back up stuff. We were both
way in excess of our airline baggage
allowances!
My flight was in two stages: Cape Town to
Singapore where I stayed in my condo for a
few days (I am also 9V1FJ for more than
half of each year) and then Singapore to
Auckland. Singapore Airlines amazingly did
not charge for the excess weight – I am
quite accustomed to getting away with it as
a result of my many DXpedition trips and
‘one learns’. Sandro was not so lucky and
Air New Zealand charged him almost
$2,000.
Om March 18th 2014 we assembled in
Auckland and were met by Graham and his
son Bruce. Bruce offered to video the
whole trip. We also had an amazing stroke
of luck in that we met Professor Peter
Driessen, VE7AB in the local clubhouse and
we asked him to join us. As it happened he
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was free for a few days which meant we
had an additional CW and Digital operator.
Two days later we departed on Chatham
Airways to ZL7. It is a 500 mile flight to the
East and takes two hours in a turbo-prop
plane. Chatham is part of New Zealand
though it is in the Pacific Ocean. It is
remote and in the centre of the island is a
sea-water lake. We had more baggage than
ever, including the yet-unknowninoperative two extra really old fashioned
valve amplifiers with us.
Problem 4
We were met at the small airport by the
staff of the Chatham Hotel and taken to the
Beach House. The distance to the beach
was far too great for the 500ft of coax I had
brought – and I had planned to share it
between the two SVDAs. We noticed a
derelict shack type of a building part way
towards the beach which had power and so
this was reconfigured to accommodate the
main phone operation while we set up the
Beach House for the CW and Digital station.
We found too that the internet had been
cut off as the hotel had not paid the bill so
we made contact with the company and
paid the bill. But we were nevertheless
without internet for five days.
The antennas we used were: the two
CrankIR’s for 80m and down, the SteppIR
beam for the high bands including the
WARC bands and the SVDAs for 15 and
17m. The SVDAs were amazing performers.
We had to operate 24 hours a day on SSB
so Sandro and I had to work without
stopping. By the time we closed on 30th we
were exhausted. Sometimes Sando or I
worked a 10 hour shift – Sandro seemed to
have amazing energy and never gave up.
The bands were open all the time except
during 11:00 – 16:00 local. 10m was best,
but the pile-ups were continuous.
Our choice of QTH proved to be spot on.
Europe and the UK provided heavy pile-ups,
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as did the US and Japan. Southern Europe
as always, gave us a lot of amusement –
they certainly know how to make the
contact! But it was always a pleasure to
work everyone and we never got mad. We
believe this is a hobby and not a profession
– but then I am an ‘old timer’.
Only ZS proved almost impossible – being a
terrible path over the South Pole. We
wasted time standing by for ZS without joy
– however, some ZS’s who had waited
years for ZL7 on SSB got lucky.
We were somewhat disappointed with the
CW and Digital results. We did very well but
the CW software gave up after a few days.
The Ameritron ALS-600 was a great
workhorse running for 24 hours every day
as was the TS-50 driving it. The TS-480 was
mostly used for digital modes.

Food
Local transport
Auckland/Chatham airfare
Auckland and local hotels
Excess baggage costs
Incidentals

CW

RTTY

Total

%

221

0

224

1

40

73

2602

0

2675

8

30

0

2104

21

2125

7

20

4735

9

4

4748

14

17

4581

1448

0

6029

18

500

15

4552

2188

0

6740

21

USD ($)
1,000

Band

50

12

2085

1129

0

3214

10

800

10

5414

1563

0

6977

21

160

Tot’s

21,443

11,264

25

32,732

1,000
200
3,710

Air fare from home

2,000
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The results from Club Log are as follows:
3

Sub-total
Total

We did not get the promised video due to
an unfortunate misunderstanding. Basically
the trip was rushed and we did not tie
down all of the promises – just relying on
good Ham spirit. Overall, we felt we did
well for a small DXpedition.
SSB

Our costs per person were as follows:
Beach house rental

March 31st was our final day and we
worked hard to dismantle everything –
working long into the night so we could
leave early on 1st April to fly to Christchurch
where we were to view the terrible
catastrophe of the earthquakes: it really
looked like a ‘ghost city’.

80

So did this prove to be an economical lowcost DXpedition? I think so, but Sandro and
I had to absorb the excess airline charges.
Item

And remember we had been loaned the
SteppIRs and took our own rigs.

$5,710

Uniques were 10,611 (32%)

Favouring ATNOs
Roger Western G3SXW, e-mail: g3sxw@btinternet.com
The expression ATNO was coined quite
recently as short-hand for “All-Time New
One”, indicating that it is the first time that
the DXCC entity has been worked on any
band and any mode. Just in this last year or
two some DXpeditioners state in their pretrip publicity that their aim is to provide as
many ATNO contacts as possible. Some of
them even request the DX community not
to call them unless it is for an ATNO QSO.
Others are a little more flexible, asking that
only new band/mode slots be sought. In
order to promote opportunities for DXchasers to make their ATNO some
DXpeditioners even go so far as to disable
the ClubLog Leader Board in the belief
(many would say mistaken) that this might
help prevent the so-called ‘Big Guns’ from
working them on multiple bands and
modes, thereby helping the smaller stations
to get at least one QSO.
A Simple Solution
It seems to me a little strange that these
DXpeditioners place the responsibility upon
the shoulders of the DX-Chasers to help
facilitate ATNOs by expecting them NOT to
call the DXpedition . . . instead of helping to
achieve their own aim themselves. To
minimise multi-band/multi-mode QSOs by
the bigger stations it really is very simple:
the DXpedition could limit the number of
bands and modes activated. One
DXpedition station could remain on 20
metres CW and another on, say, 15 metres
SSB. For round the clock activity LF bands
could be added for the night-time hours if
propagation suggests that this would help
the DXpedition to hand out the maximum
QSOs. For a two-station DXpedition this
would provide a maximum of four bandmodes and would lead, surely, to working
the pile-up down faster, thereby allowing
more little stations to get through towards
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the end of the operation. A one-station
DXpedition might thereby provide only two
band-mode QSOs to the Chasers. Even a
large multi-station DXpedition could keep
all stations on the air but with restricted
bands/modes – it only requires each station
to stick to one band and one mode. Or
perhaps leave one station full-time on just
one band/mode while the others hop
around to take advantage of propagation.
You get the idea.
Yet most DXpeditions activate many bands
and modes, even the extreme bands like
160 and 6 metres, and unusual modes like
satellites and less common digital modes thereby disadvantaging the smaller
stations.
Why not?
So, why do DXpeditions plead for Chasers
not to work them when they could so easily
offer advantage to ATNOs by their own
operating tactics, but do not do so? It could
be simply that they are there for their
personal enjoyment, running the pile-ups,
the bigger the better - which by the way is
as it should be! To the extent that this is
the case then their plea for only ATNO
callers is maybe shallow, or perhaps merely
trying to score ‘Brownie Points’ by seeming
to claim the moral high ground but not
taking steps to achieve that aim.
Restricting the number of band-modes, as
suggested above, would result in fewer
contacts logged and reduced fun for the
DXpedition operators when the band is
worked right down and the pile-up
disappears. Let’s be honest about this –
DXpeditioners have egos too, so they want
to be able to report the maximum number
of QSOs when they get home.

Conclusion
In summary, it seems that they seek the
best of both worlds: to maximise their fun
and the number of QSOs logged by the
DXpedition while at the same time claiming
the moral high ground of helping the
smaller stations. But if they are not willing
to compromise by choosing appropriate
operating tactics in order to achieve that
aim then why should big-station Chasers be
expected to cooperate?
It is also surely unfair to the bigger stations
to seek to deprive them of their operating
fun. DXCC is highly competitive but there is
also the simple thrill of chasing DX and
breaking pile-ups. Why should DXers be

expected to stop DXing? I find it
inappropriate to punish the ‘Big Guns’ by
expecting them to stop DXing when they
should be applauded for investing their
time and effort over many years to build
their station and their big signal. They too
started out with a G5RV and 10 watts but
worked hard to improve themselves.
Favouring smaller stations by
disadvantaging the bigger ones is in my
view the wrong way to go. If a smaller
station fails to break the pile-up maybe he
might work harder to improve his operating
skills and his signal.
(PS: I am not a ‘Big Gun’ – I only have a
tribander and 100 watts!).

CQWW CW 2014
Mark Haynes, M0DXR (G9W)
For me, both the CQWW SSB and CQWW
CW events present the ultimate of all
contesting challenges. For the 2014 phone
contest I enjoyed operating as P3F Single
Op All Band High Power from the 5B4AGN
QTH. For CW, I really wanted to give a
serious effort from G in the same category,
it hopefully being a competitive one.
I’ve been following the progress of my good
friend Chris G0DWV in his station building
over recent years and it was obvious he was
becoming serious! With a pair of C31XR
yagis and a recently installed 80m 4 square
system with elevated elements, I did
wonder what was going to happen on 40m.
I became aware of Chris acquiring G3NUG’s
M2 yagi which is, as Neville described in the
previous Digest, quite a monster!
Chris kindly agreed to me coming to
operate from his QTH, which is very kind.
His new shack is taking great shape in the
living area behind the large garage. There is
a bedroom upstairs from the shack with a
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toilet and kitchen area – it really is ideal for
contesting. With regards to the 40m
antenna, I won’t cover what Chris has
already, but will just say that when I came
up to help Chris build up and get this thing
in the air, I was astonished by its size. It
only just fit between the luffed over tower
and the bungalow. Chris must have
positioned this large tower perfectly with
the beam dimensions in mind. I was
anxious on the drive up to G0DWV on the
Friday evening before the contest as I knew
he was having problems to get the gain and
beam pattern working. When I arrived
however, to hear him say “I think I’ve done
it” was music to my ears! Switching
between the 40m dipole on the C31XR
tower at 80ft and the beam @ 90ft showed,
in some cases, a 5 ‘S’ unit difference, which
is absolutely huge. I heard Kazu,
3B8/M0CFW, getting ready for their
activation from Mauritius in the contest as
3B8MU. He was 599 and I managed to get

through the big CW pile up first call. So, this
beast was ready and working well!
I was working USA stations before the
contest and I can quite honestly say that I
have NEVER heard signals from the USA in
G land like this. Some of them were hitting
50 over nine on the meter. When the
contest started, I had a very good run on
my starting band (40m) to the USA and
Europe. I could tell we were ‘loud’ by the
pattern of the QSOs and that QRM either
side of my signal was almost non-existent.
It was very handy to have access to the
dipole set at right angles to the beam to
help working mults down in South America
and Africa. But the beam having such a high
performance factor over the dipole was
always the preferable choice. Using a bit of
attenuation on the transceiver helped as
signals were so loud!
The two C31XR’s worked exceptionally well
too. I found 20m to be open to JA and the
USA at the same time, and running the two
antennas by power splitting simultaneously
was very productive. When conditions are
reasonable, and you good antenna gain, the
signal loss of doing this in one direction
seems not to be an issue. The QSOs yielded
by this approach far outweighs the couple
of QSOs you probably lose by the
power/gain split.
I found the 40m Yagi to also work very well
to JA. Conditions were not their best to the
Far East on 7MHz, but I had a nice run to
UA9/UA0/JA/YB on the Saturday afternoon.
Some nice mults were picked up in Asia too.
Some very loud VKs were worked on 40m
too, which is always very nice. I recall some
of the European signals hitting the end stop
on the meter, that’s well over 60 over nine.
Truly jaw-droppingly loud. I said to Chris
this antenna ‘works’! Considering that it
was only finally functioning properly
literally a few hours before the start of the
contest, this was a very lucky situation.
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As I drove up on Friday I was quite tired
after a busy working week. Managed to get
2 hours sleep before the start and had to
‘give in’ to tiredness on the Sunday morning
for 2 hours, which I was disappointed with
myself about. Total operating time was 46
hours.
We did not have time to set up an SO2R
station, so I knew the score would be down
on what could really have been achieved.
Having just the one radio meant I could not
search and pounce whilst transmitting on
radio A. We were, however, somewhat
pleased with my claimed score in that it
came out to be a good margin over the alltime G record. Based on the un-official
results, it looks as though it may be enough
to take 1st place UK in this contest as well as
set the all-time G record. I’m delighted with
the result and I know Chris is happy with
the performance of his super-station!
Claimed score:
Band

QSOs

Zones Countries

160

269

12

45

80

679

18

66

40

1089

30

89

20

956

33

91

15

920

30

97

10

1032

36

102

Totals:

4945

159

490

Total Score:

6,831,374

As you can see, 40m netted more QSOs
than any other band. The final scores will
be published very soon, so hopefully my
score will not be hugely down from this.
It is of course not possible for all radio
hams to put up such huge antennas – and it
is of course not everyone’s desire to do so. I
wish one day I will be able to build a station

like Chris’. Maybe if ever he takes down the
M2 40m beam he will think of me…

exciting and rewarding aspect of Amateur
Radio.

I hope that good levels of competition in
the contests will continue and others will
be inspired to get involved in this very

73,
Mark M0DXR / G9W

Club Log Corner – The rôle of the software rule
Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ
This article once again takes a look behind
the scenes in Club Log and explains and
discusses the rôle of software rules in Club
Log’s DXCC entity and CQ zone mapping
functionality. Following that, there is a brief
update of progress on the ongoing
database review.
Setting the scene
Almost all logging software and other tools
that need to correctly map DXCC entities
and/or CQ zones from callsigns employ a
table of known prefixes against entities and
zones, together with one or more tables of
exceptions to the mapping defined in the
prefix table. The only logging software that
I am aware of that uses a different method
is SHACKLOG, but that’s another story!
Most readers will be familiar with the
reasons why callsign and zone exceptions
are required. I refer those who want more
background on this subject to the article by
Jim Reisert, AD1C [1].
Actually, strictly speaking, it would be more
accurate to use the term “entity exception”
rather than “callsign exception”, but
standard practice is to use the latter.
Properties of prefixes
As a minimum, an entry in the prefix table
would comprise the prefix, the dates
between which the prefix is applicable, the
entity to which the prefix applies, and the
CQ zone. Club Log also includes the
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latitude/longitude coordinates. Other
software products may define other
properties, such as ITU zone.
The majority of QSOs are mapped by
prefixes. However, this has its downside, as
any callsign with a given prefix will be
mapped to the specified entity, provided
the QSO date is within the date bounds
defined for the prefix in the prefix table.
Thus, any callsign will be mapped,
regardless of whether that callsign is one
that existed or not. For the majority of
prefixes, this isn’t really an issue, but for
rarer entities it can lead to distortion of
Club Log’s statistics, especially if there is a
typo in the prefix.
Properties of exceptions
Because an exception, whether it is a
callsign or zone exception, is applied to a
single callsign, it gives a much tighter
control of mapping. This leads to more
accurate mapping and more accuracy in the
statistics derived from the mapping. The
downside is that the precise dates that a
callsign was QRV for are required. This can
require a lot of research, and sometimes,
especially for older callsigns, is not possible
to do with any degree of accuracy.
Software rules
Software rules offer an alternative,
programmatic, way of mapping callsigns to
entities and/or zones. Software rules hard

code the mapping logic for a specified set
of circumstances.
The majority of logging software probably
includes some basic software rules, for
example interpreting W4XYZ/3 as being in
W3, in order to map the zone correctly.
A software rule can be as precise or as
general, as simple or as complex, as is
necessary to solve the mapping problem
the rule is designed to solve.
Why use software rules?
x

Software rules can be used to:

x

Map groups of callsigns that cannot
be mapped by either a prefix or
exception.

x

Map groups of callsigns more tightly
than can be done with prefixes
without having the need to know all
the callsigns in the group

x

Reduce the number of entries in the
prefix and exception tables

Simple examples of some Club Log
software rules
Club Log applies many software rules, some
quite simple, and some more complex.
Here are a few of the simple ones:
x

x
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In the case where an exception exists
for a callsign such as JD1/5B4AHJ,
then also apply that exception to the
reverse callsign, in this case
5B4AHJ/JD1. This halves the number
of callsign exceptions required for
callsigns with this structure.
In the case of callsigns with a KX6
prefix, where callsigns with a one or
three-letter suffix should be mapped
to USA, whereas callsigns with a twoletter should be mapped to Marshall
Islands, the mapping can be correctly
implemented by using a combination
of a prefix definition for Marshall
Islands and a software rule for USA.
KC6 callsigns are mapped in a similar
way, but, in this case, the KC6xx calls

could be either Palau or Micronesia,
so callsign exceptions are used in
addition to the prefix definition and
software rule.
x

Zone mapping for Russian callsigns
would require several hundred
entries in the prefix table, but only
requires four relatively
straightforward software rules. One
for each of zones 16, 18, 19 &23, with
zone 17 being the default zone.
Canadian prefixes are also mapped
with software rules.

Some more complex examples are now
presented.
VQ8 prefix mapping
The VQ8 prefix was allocated to Mauritius,
and was used up until June 1970. At that
time, Mauritius administered the Chagos
Archipelago, Agalega, St Brandon and
Rodrigues Islands, each of which is a
separate DXCC entity. On the face of it, it
would appear that a large number of
callsign exceptions would be required to
map these callsigns. However, a little
research brought to light the fact that all
callsigns issued for use in Mauritius had a
two-letter suffix, and those used in the
other islands had a third letter added to the
suffix to indicate the island, as follows:
VQ8xx - Mauritius
VQ8xxA - Agalega
VQ8xxB - St Brandon
VQ8xxC - Chagos
VQ8xxN - Nelson Island - an island in the
Chagos Archipelago
VQ8xxR - Rodrigues
This callsign structure is easily mapped by a
software rule, without needing to know the
specific callsigns that were QRV from each
island.
Antarctic callsigns of Argentina
A similar, but more complex, situation
arises with Argentinian callsigns used in the

various DXCC entities in the Antarctic
region.

this complex subject, see references [2] and
[3].

Argentina uses the first letter of the suffix
to specify the area the station is located in.
If the first letter of the suffix is 'Z', the
station is located in one of the Antarctic
entities.

The above ARRL rule means that the correct
mapping to either European or Asiatic
Russia is dependent upon an individual’s
DXCC credits so cannot be mapped by
either a prefix or a callsign exception. Saved
by the software rule! These QSOs can be
mapped by a software rule which interprets
the QSL fields in the ADIF record for the
QSO to determine whether the QSO has
verified status, meaning it has DXCC credit.
If the QSO has verified status and is claimed
as Asiatic Russia, and the QSO date is
before 01 December 2011, the QSO is
mapped to Asiatic Russia, otherwise to
European Russia. The full rule is stated in
reference [2]. A list of the rules that
determine whether the Perm/Komi
software rule is applied can be found in
reference [3].

In the case of callsigns with a two-letter
suffix, the Antarctic entity is then specified
by the second letter of the suffix, as
follows:
Antarctica: B, D, E, F, H, J, K, L, N, P, Q, R, U,
V, W, X
South Orkney: A, G, M
South Sandwich: Y
South Shetlands: C, I, O, S, T
Given that Argentina is allocated the
prefixes AY, AZ, L, LO, LP, LQ, LR, LS, LT, LU,
LV and LW, and these can be followed by
any of the digits 0-9, the number of
prefix/suffix combinations is quite large.
This logic is readily implemented by means
of a software rule per entity.
The infamous Perm/Komi Rule
Readers will doubtless be aware that the
three Russian regions of Komi Republic,
Perm Krai and Komi-Permyak Okrug, which
have prefixes with digits 8 & 9 followed by
one of the letters F, G or X, are now
classified for DXCC purposes as counting for
European Russia, for all dates. On the face
of it, this mapping could readily be mapped
by a set of prefixes. However, there is a fly
in the ointment!
These three Russian regions originally
counted as Asiatic Russia for DXCC. As a
consequence some members of the DXCC
award scheme have Asiatic Russian DXCC
credits for callsigns from these regions. The
ARRL rule is that existing credits be
maintained as Asiatic Russia, but QSOs that
have not previously been credited as Asiatic
Russia now count as European Russia. All
QSOs from 01 December 2011 count as
European Russia. For more information on
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The upside and downside of software rules
From the above discussion, the reader
should be aware that software rules are a
powerful tool in the DXCC entity and CQ
zone mapping armoury of Club Log.
Readers will also remember from earlier
Club Log Corner articles that the DXCC
mapping database has been built from the
ground up, with initially a very sparse QSO
database to provide data on real callsigns.
Software rules provided a very effective
way of implementing large chunks of
mapping in a timely manner without
needing to know actual callsigns.
So what is the downside? From a purely
Club Log perspective, there is little or no
downside.
However, the Club Log mapping database is
made available to other logging software
products as the file cty.xml, which does not,
and cannot, contain the mapping logic that
is contained in software rules.
Given that there are now circa 300 million
QSOs in the Club Log QSO database, and

actual callsigns can be determined, there is
now the opportunity to replace some of the
original software rules by exceptions or
prefix definitions. Nevertheless, it is not
unreasonable to expect users of cty.xml to
implement some of the software rules
themselves, e.g. in the case where an
exception exists for a callsign such as
JD1/5B4AHJ, also apply that exception to
the reverse callsign, in this case
5B4AHJ/JD1.
Software products that wish to utilise the
full repertoire of Club Log’s mapping
functionality, including software rules, can
do so via an API.
The ongoing Club Log database review
The March 2015 Club Log Corner discussed
the ongoing review of the work to date on
mapping. About four weeks were spent in
May and June thoroughly reviewing the
USSR prefixes of 4J, 4K, 4L, EK, EM, EN, EO,
ER, EU, EV, EW, EX, EY and EZ. This resulted
in some significant simplification of the
prefix table, as many theoretically possible
prefixes turned out to have never been
used in the USSR era, so have been
removed from the prefix table. Start and
end dates of the remaining prefixes have
been refined. These prefixes have been
removed from the Russian zone mapping
software rules as they are now properly
covered by prefix definitions.
Part of the review of these prefixes
included the “Victory” callsigns used from
1985 until the early 1990s. These callsigns
are quite interesting in that it is often
possible to determine the QTH from the
callsign, often down to city level. These
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callsigns will be the subject of a future Club
Log corner article.
Thank you!
Following the article on Eritrea in the May
Digest, Mick, M0XBF contacted me. He had
taken the trouble to go through his father’s
SWL log from the late 1940s/1950s looking
for Eritrean QSOs. He had also checked a
1952 call book and a 1939 Short Wave
Magazine, and came up with several items
of interest, including twelve Eritrean calls
that I was not aware of. Thank you, Mick!
Thanks also to Juan, EA5BM who sent two
MI3 QSL cards (both new calls as well).
Thank you, Juan!
All the above have been added to reference
[4].
References
[1] Why Does DX4WIN Need Callsign
Exceptions? – Jim Reisert, AD1C
http://dx4win.ad1c.us/appnotes/nr1.html
[2] Russian callsigns with single digits 8 & 9
- European Russia or Asiatic Russia?
Club Log=>Help=>DXCC Mappings=>
USSR & Russian Federation
[3] Perm & Komi – qualifying QSOs
Club Log=>Help=>DXCC Mappings=>
USSR & Russian Federation
[4] Eritrea
Club Log=>Help=>DXCC
Mappings=>Africa=>Eritrea

The CDXC Digital Diary
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
BARTG HF 2015
Publish and be damned! This was the
comment from Simone M0BOX, the BARTG
Contest Manager. In order to get the
results out early, and this is a record for
BARTG, they were published, in DRAFT
form, at: http://tinyurl.com/opezrbn
This means that there will be a final
adjudication of the results before being
declared “Final”. I mentioned this and the
ensuing problems in the May issue, but
here are a few extracts of the UK entries.
The ability to use the RSGB robot is a huge
factor in this and the presentation of the
results is second to none. In the SOE
section GM0FGI came 11th out of 27. In the
SOAB section GM5M came 10th from 442
entrants. There are several other UK
stations in that listing too. In the SOAB6
section GW5NF finished 3rd and yours truly
finished just behind him in 4th place.
However, there was a vast difference in the
number of Qs. GW5NF made 276 and I
made 191. There were 85 entries in the
SOAB6 section.
The single band entries saw G4FJK 3rd out of
six entries on 80 metres. Forty metres had
G3LHJ 4th and G4DBW 7th out of 16 entries.
Interestingly there were no single band
entries from the UK on 20/15/10 metres.
Take a look at the log presentation; I am
sure you will agree with me that it is first
class.
Having said all that, the discussion is still
going on about the actual exchange being
used and the way it is used. Time is the
additional data sent with the RST and the
Serial number in the HF test. Queries were
raised about the times appearing in various
logs and other exchanges are now being
looked at to possibly replace the time
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element. As I see it, the time is generated
at the transmitter. It appears on the screen
as a four figure number much like the serial
number in a way. To my mind it does not
matter if that figure on my screen is
absolute or ten minutes adrift. If I receive it
as a four figure number I just transfer that
to my log. The same would happen in
reverse. The FACTUAL time in that number
is immaterial as I see it.
Anyway, time will tell I suppose – sorry
about that!
Simone has also posted the two 2014
Sprints as below. Once all the kerfuffle has
died down and Simone has decided on the
adjudication of the HF test, final results will
be posted. This year should be easier to
administer now that the new logging
system is in place.
The April event is here
http://bartg.rsgbcc.org/cgibin/hfresults.pl?Contest=BARTG%2075%20
Sprint%20Contest&year=2014
The September event is here
http://bartg.rsgbcc.org/cgibin/hfresults.pl?Contest=2nd%20BARTG%2
075%20Sprint%20Contest&year=2014
By the way, you can join BARTG as a
“friend” now, free of charge. The benefits
are small of course, but you would be
contributing to the pool of “Friends” that
already exist there. If you wish to donate
something, so much the better. Even a quid
is worthwhile as it all adds up and we use
the funds in BARTG for the awards,
certificates and sponsoring of DXpeditions.
If you wish to sponsor an award, that too is
very welcome! We have none at the
present time.

Six metre contest
A six metre digital contest was suggested a
while ago and Simone’s agile mind has
come up with a few initial proposals. This is
what has been proposed. (Obviously some
negotiations with the six metre group
would take place in the first instance.)
I have been giving some thought to the 6m
contest and I suggest we run something
along these lines.
1) A 24 hr event to gain entrants
worldwide.
2) To be viewed as an HF style contest,
not VHF.
3) Run in May during the peak Sporadic E
season.
4) To include both RTTY and PSK31/PSK63
as PSK is excellent in weak signal
conditions. Consider other weak signal
MGMs for times when propagation of
other modes inhibits contacts.
5) Allow contacts to be repeated for each
MGM used.
6) Exchange to incorporate my idea of
transmitting your locator on the first
QSO, and then on subsequent QSOs,
retransmit the previously received
locator. I would prefer the 6 figure
locator to challenge proper reception
as it involves, in RTTY at least, a shift
from letters to numbers and back
again. Entrants will have to see a
properly formed locator to log it
correctly. The locator is NOT to be
used for scoring, just to test accuracy.
However the four figure, large square,
will suffice.
7) Scoring to be typical of HF, i.e.
country/regional
8) Awards to follow the HF contest
pattern plus Contest Manageress’
“Golden Log” Certificate for the
highest error free log submitted.
9) Sections for MO, SO, SO6, & SOE.
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I have had a few RTTY contacts on six
metres but that is the only digital mode I
have used on that band. Any thoughts on a
Six metre contest?
Lids using the JT65 frequency.
Rumblings have been on-going with this
thread for a while now. There has been a
backlash against using JT65 and such-like
modes on HF because of this very problem.
However, bearing in mind that RTTY
operators are “gentlemen”, we would all do
well to refer more often to the band-plans.
These are dynamic in order to allow for
new modes such as JT65 although not many
are aware of it, including, I might add,
myself! When a mode such as the JT
modes, which are extremely weak signal
modes, are using a frequency, it is very
difficult to tell. However, that is no real
excuse I guess. This is what Joe W4TV has
to say:
It isn't a matter of JT65/JT9 operators
waiting on the RTTY op - just the other way
around. The RTTY operators *DO NOT
LISTEN* for the other modes - which have a
48 second transmit/72 second receive cycle.
The RTTY contesters fire up *on top of*
existing QSOs - typically during the 72
second time when one station is listening
for the other.
RTTY contest participants need to be taught
about the characteristics of other data
signals and avoid those narrow centres of
activity rather than simply hit F1 on any
frequency that shows no activity in the last
100 milliseconds. Like it or not, the bands
are shared usually based on bandwidth of
the signal (depending on your country).
While that is true, IARU recognises the
"centre of activity" concept.
The JT65/JT9 "centre of activity" is x.076x.080 *and that does not*
*change* just because there is a RTTY
contest - any more than the

PACTOR autobots leave 14.09514.0995/14.1005-14.115 and PSK31/63
abandons xx.070-xx.074 for the duration of
the contest.
RTTY contesters need to learn if the dial
reads less than xx.0805 they are causing
*intentional QRM* to other modes and find
another frequency or band. I was frankly
disgusted by the number of *big guns* who
should know better coming up on top of
existing JT9 and JT65 QSOs all weekend.
It is time that RTTY contest sponsors make a
strong effort to educate their participants
about other digital activity below xx.080
(between xx.070 and xx.080) particularly on
20 and 15 meters.
In response to that, Ed W0YK had this to
say:
My interpretation of Joe's advice is for RTTY
operators to be aware of likely operation of
other digital modes in well-specified
portions of the digital sub-bands. At a
glance, we RTTY ops may not notice the
presence of some other digital signals,
especially in the heat of the contest when
our brains are over-loaded with RTTY
diddles.
Operationally, the safest thing to do is
simply avoid these small, known areas. If
there is no other place to operate on the
band, then we need to take the time to
carefully discern if there is on-going
operation in those areas before assuming
the bandwidth is clear and then claiming it
temporarily for our RTTY transmissions.
Why not just avoid those frequencies for
RTTY contesting as a first-level approach?
Seems like common sense for sharing
frequencies. Even if these areas are not in
use, potential users will complain anyway.
Or, self-appointed frequency police will
complain even if they have no intention
of operating there at the time. Many of the
complainers are confused about
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FCC/other country regs, band plans, centres
of activity, etc. I recommend only using
these areas for RTTY as a last resort and
then only after taking the time to be very
certain they are not already in use. But, be
prepared for a hassle.
Ed W0YK
Hassle is what ensues in major contests.
One only has to listen to the CQWW to see
that every operator on earth seems to be
“in it” and the ensuing spread is way
outside the suggested bandplans. In the
SSB CQWW I have heard SSB right down to
the band-edge on 40 metres, and I mean
THE band-edge, 7002kHz. This is why
contests are getting a bad reputation and
also why it is impossible to have a normal
QSO anywhere on the five HF bands. In
BARTG the rules state that RTTY should be
within the FTTY segment. Points can be
docked for ignoring this rule and even DQ
on occasion, although I don’t remember
anybody suffering that fate! We also state
that the beacon frequency on 20 metres is
avoided, but it rarely is!
The Dark Side
I have had no feedback on the JT modes
this month, but when I get time from
cutting grass and gardening I intend to try
these modes for myself and see what they
are like and to experience the problem first
hand. However, I did have an email from
Evan Duffield M0TJU who would like to
promote MFSK16. I did quote this
suggestion from Evan in the March issue. I
had a follow up email from Evan and this is
what he had to say:
I am responding to your comments in
March 2015's Digest, in which you repeated
your suggestion for me to initiate an
MFSK16 activity evening.
That's a good idea, and would have been
put it in effect were it not for various
distractions.

In terms of promoting activity evenings, I
would be grateful if you had some
suggestions about how to publicise the
events. (I was thinking of self spotting on
DX Summit, but I can't see that being
appropriate. An HF version of ON4KST
would be ideal.) Would BARTG (or even
CDXC) assist, say, by putting the frequency,
dates and times on its website?
I really want to get this going in the next
couple of months, as the 40-metre band will
be open across the UK in the early evening
in the late spring and summer. (My antenna
is pretty ordinary for 3.5MHz,
unfortunately.)
That begs a question: What is the centre of
activity for MFSK16 on 7 MHz?
P.S. I've noticed that you're operating (and
promoting) the non-conversational Piccolo
modes, JT65A and JT9. Why not do MFSK16,
instead? Sure the JTs have better signal-tonoise sensitivity, but the minute-long 100%duty-cycle transmissions necessitate the use
of low power levels (to save your PA). Sure,
MFSK16 is also a full-duty-cycle mode, but
the 40 wpm send rate means that a
meaningful message can be sent in a few

seconds. Hence, more power can be used
than with JT65A/JT9 without hurting your
amplifier, compensating (partly, at least)
for MFSK16's inferior sensitivity.
Unfortunately I am merely the messenger
here Evan! I have not as yet operated the JT
modes or MFSK16 for any length of time. I
have tried them for a very short period, but
am quite busy with other things and more
involved with RTTY than the other data
modes. However, by publishing information
in my column here, I am hoping it will
encourage others who are using these
modes to come forward. It’s a bit like
asking for volunteers however, none have
at the moment. If YOU are interested in
trying MFSK16 perhaps you have an idea
for a spot frequency on 80/40 metres? If
so, please can you email Evan direct as it
would save time and also save my brain by
being a go-between! Evan’s email is:
evanduffield@yahoo.co.uk
OK folks, that’s it, --- play the music – open
the cage ----See you on the Green Keys.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

G3WOS's 2015 6M / 50MHz BBQ
On the eleventh anniversary of my first 6M
BBQ, I am holding another on Saturday 8th
August 2015 in Farnborough, Hampshire UK
- so please make a note in your diary!
There will be plenty of food and drink, lots
of 6m guys to talk to and argue with and
XYLs are positively encouraged! For those
wanting to stay over on Friday night, many
will be able to stay in the same hotel (The
Falcon www.falconfarnborough.com) and I
will organise another great 6m dinner for
the Friday evening!
There will be several interesting talks to
help pass the long hot summer day...
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Location: You can see my QTH at
maps.google.com - GU14 6RF [nice
postcode don't you think?].
The cost of the BBQ is likely to be 30 UK
Pounds and will need to be paid in advance
of the event. I'll email about payment one
month before the BBQ in July.
I know it's a long way off, but if you are
interested in attending PLEASE send me an
email stating your level of interest. If I don't
hear from you then I could assume there is
no interest!
73 Chris G3WOS - chris@gare.uk

IOTA NEWS
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
UPDATE OF DATA IN IOTA DIRECTORY (MAY 2014 EDITION)
IOTA reference number issued since publication of IOTA Directory
OC-274 YB8 Lucipara and Penyu Islands
(Indonesia)

OC-271: YB8RW/P Babar Island, Babar
Islands (May 2015)

Operations which have provided
acceptable validation material

OC-272: YB8RW/P Kisar Island, Barat Daya
Islands (May 2015)

OC-070: YB8RW/P Geser Island, Seram
group (April 2015)

OC-273: YB8RW/P Kasiui Island, Watubela
Islands (April 2015)

OC-093: DV1UD/P Batan Island, Batan
Islands (June 2015)

OC-274: YB4IR/8 Bingkudu Island, Penyu
Islands (April/May 2015)

OC-166: YB4IR/7 Laut Island (May/June
2015)

OC-274: YB8RW/P Bingkudu Island, Penyu
Islands (April/May 2015)

OC-222: YB8RW/P Obi Island, Obi Islands
(May 2015)

This list can include operations where
validation material was volunteered, i.e.
not specifically required for credit to be
given. In all cases, cards now submitted will
be accepted by Checkpoints if they meet
normal standards.

OC-241: YB2BBY/9 Kera and Rote Islands
(April 2015)
OC-241: YB3MM/9 Kera and Rote Islands
(April 2015)
OC-246: YB8RW/P Moa Island, Leti Islands
(May 2015)
OC-268: YB4IR/7 Marabatua Island, Laut
Kecil Islands (May 2015)

This means that the island name should be
printed on the card.
Best regards
Roger
E-mail: g3kma@dsl.pipex.com

IOTA Articles wanted
We read a lot about DXpeditions to IOTAs.
Sometimes their heroic efforts and grand
logistics hides the reality that many, many
IOTA trips are ‘holiday-style’ or contest
based efforts with minimal effort or outlay.
A lot of fun can be had by one or more
people putting together a trip to a relatively
easily accessible island.
35

To that end I would like to start a series of
'how to's' for the easier IOTAs. The aim is to
have a pro-forma approach, perhaps as set
out below, written by someone who has
activated that IOTA. This will hopefully act
as a guide to other members and
encourage them to have a go. If this works

we could place the articles on our website
to act as a reference source.

x Potential operating locations

As a starting point, the suggested items to
cover might be:

x Local support (resident licensee etc.)

x IOTA reference
x Rarity (taken from
http://www.rsgbiota.org/)
x Where is it
x How do you get there
x What permissions are required
x What restrictions apply

x Accommodation possibilities
x Recent activators
We can modify this as we go but it makes a
start at a structure for each article. Ideally
this would all fit into one page of the Digest
each time.
So if you have experience of a relatively
simple IOTA that members could activate,
please contact me at ed@cdxc.org.uk.

New Publications from RSGB
Heather Parsons, Communications Manager, Radio Society of Great Britain
RadCom Plus
The Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) is
delighted to announce an exciting new
electronic supplement, RadCom Plus.
Aimed at extending the range of technical
information available to Members as part
of their existing subscription, it will
complement and expand the existing range
of publications: RadCom and the
newcomers’ newsletter, soon to be rebranded as RadCom Basics. It will not
replace the existing technical content of
RadCom, but instead will allow authors and
readers the freedom to explore topics in
much more detail.
With its first issue launched in May 2015,
RadCom Plus will be published quarterly.
Articles will cover a wide range of topics –
not only to bring Members new and original
ideas, but also to provide the technical
background that everyone needs for ‘selftraining’ beyond the UK licence exams.
Authors will be encouraged to provide web
links to additional content on their own
websites, or to other sources.
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A broad mix of topics will be covered each
year, although each issue may look at just
one or two in greater depth. Published in
an electronic format only, RadCom Plus will
bring together a selection of the best and
most useful advanced technical information
from across the world, free to over 20,000
RSGB Members.
The first edition of RadCom Plus is now
available to RSGB Members via the RSGB
website at rsgb.org/radcom-plus.
It contains construction projects for a high
performance 2m masthead preamp, a 1.8
to 146MHz Z-match and a PLL that provides
an accurate and stable frequency source.
There are theoretical articles on research
into predicting Sporadic-E; how screening
stops stages interacting and oscillating, and
a detailed exploration of the common
mode choke.
There are over 40 pages of detailed
technical reading, with many photographs
and diagrams to help you understand or
build the various projects.

Over 4,000 RSGB Members have already
downloaded the first edition of RadCom
Plus.
If you would like to be notified when the
next edition is available—planned for
September—go to www.rsgb.org/radcomplus.
RadCom Basics
Following the launch of the RSGB’s
technical e-supplement, RadCom Plus in
May, the RSGB is delighted to announce
that the electronic New Starters’
Newsletter has been re-branded as
RadCom Basics.

Designed to help newly-qualified amateurs
get started in amateur radio, RadCom
Basics is currently sent to the 2,300
Members who have subscribed to it.
If you are not on the circulation list but
would like to receive RadCom Basics please
sign up at www.rsgb.org/radcom-basics.
Support
Feedback and discussion of the articles is
welcome to radcom@rsgb.org.uk.
Any issues viewing or loading the digital
magazine please raise a ticket with the
RSGB Web & IT Helpdesk.

PROJECT DX15: 23- 30 July 2015
Heather Parsons, Communications Manager, Radio Society of Great Britain
Project DX15 is a DXpedition organised by
the RSGB Youth Committee for young
amateurs in the Brecon Beacons area of
South Wales. Nine young people – with
some support crew – will be operating a
special event station throughout the week,
participating in the IOTA Contest and taking
part in a range of award schemes and other
activities. The base station has been
sponsored by Kenwood UK and the young
amateurs would like to thank Kenwood UK
for their time, expertise and support as the
main sponsor of the event.
Three members of the Camb-Hams group
will be accompanying the DXpedition to
help run the station, using the callsign
MC0RYC, throughout the week. The aim is
to take part in a number of activities both
from the DXpedition base (in ‘Flossie’ the
Camb-Hams vehicle) near the town of
Brecon and on the local mountain tops. Do
listen out for MC0RYC during the
DXpedition week and give them a call!
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The DXpedition is planning at least four
SOTA activations throughout the week,
which will teach the team how to operate
from remote locations and how to set up
portable equipment. The team will take
part in an introduction to remote location
operation and also build their own
antennas that they will use on the
mountain tops. The DXpedition would like
to thank SOTA UK for their donation to
Project DX15 which has enabled the
DXpedition to invest in suitable equipment.
MC0RYC will be operational throughout the
whole 24 hours of the RSGB IOTA contest,
with the UK being IOTA Reference EU-005.
The Camb-Hams will explain contesting to
the DXpedition participants before the IOTA
Contest begins to help them get used to
how it all works!
There will be an amateur radio direction
finding (ARDF) competition, for which the
participants will build their own 2m
receivers and aerials using tape measures
and various other bits of homebrew kit.

The DXpedition participants would like to
thank a number of companies and
individuals, including Kenwood UK, the
main sponsor, which is supplying
equipment and expertise to help Project
DX15 put on a substantial station. Other
sponsors – SOTA UK, Camb-Hams, the RCF

and the RSGB Legacy Committee – have
helped with donations and advice.
This is one of many activities being
supported by the RSGB, through the Youth
Committee, as part of the Society’s
commitment to encourage youth in
amateur radio

CMIS: Did you know that you can …..
The (CMIS) Management
…… change your personal information
The CDXC membership information system
(CMIS) contains all the information we hold
on each member. We comply with the Data
Protection Act's requirements in that we
hold and use this data solely for the
purposes of being a member of CDXC. We
do not, and will not release it to third
parties.
So what do we hold, and for the purposes
of this article, what can members edit and
update themselves?

‘View Profile’
button
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Like all databases, there needs to be a
unique identifier for each record, you can't
change that and neither can we; it is
provided by the system. There are a few
administrative fields that track, for
example, your renewal process and your
membership category (i.e. UK or overseas
member) you cannot change these for
obvious reasons, but just about everything
else is visible - and updatable - by you.
So, here's how to do it: First, you log in
using your e-mail address and password.
Then select 'view profile' (see the
screenshot below).

This brings up the following page (well, yours that is, not mine!)

‘Edit’ button

Click on ‘Edit profile’ which will bring up a screen with all of the parameters you can change.
Just remember to click ‘Save’ when you’re finished!

‘Save’
button
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New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instructions
To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address: ……………………….…………………………………………………….

Postcode:

……………………….…………………………………………………….
……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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K3 Series Transceiver

2015 - Time to Upgrade
Time to Invest in Elecraft!
tN N 8 8

NEW, HOTTER K3!

We are now shipping K3s with the new KSYNTHA, a major
upgrade for both transmit and receive. Dynamic range at
2kHz is 105dBm at narrowest filter setting, and at least 10 15dB phase noise improvement. And now potential for great
LF-band performance (100 - 500kHz). Existing K3 owners can
easily upgrade by purchasing the KSYNTHA.
When you buy a K3 the journey has only just begun. You get a top performance transceiver that is becoming the favourite for DXpeditions and contests. It has a performance that would cost much more
with some other brands, and you are in good company. The data modes can be run entirely without a
PC. You can add a completely separate receiver, and get the P3 Panadaptor. Add an internal 10:1 VSWR
ATU and sit it beside the 500W PA. Plus more to come!

We have been privileged to represent Elecraft in the UK for the past 3 years and in that
time we have seen some incredible new products. You can be sure that as new Elecraft
products come onto the market, we will have them in stock. We are happy to offer them
either in kit form or we can build them ready fitted with the any of the accessories you
may choose. The joy of Elecraft is that it is always at the cutting edge and and keeps your
station ahead of the pack! Thats is the way it has always been and will continue be. Check
our web site and that of Elecraft for the very latest and the very best in ham radio.

KX3 160-6m 100mW to 10vW
Single-Man DXpedition
with this All-Mode radio

2m and 4m
transverters and
PX3 Panoramic
Adaptor available.

The best receiver (unless
you spend several £1000
more! A great investment.
KX3-F Built £959 KX3-K Kit £899

www.wsplc.com
Orderline: 01702 206835
Waters & Stanton, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS.
W&S @ Jaycee, 20 Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5DF
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nevada

FT-991

The HOTTEST place for radio!

IN STOCK!

PRICE
MATCH

Icom IC-7851

Flagship 200W HF/6m Transceiver

PRICE
MATCH

NEW

Kenwood TS590SGE
100W HF/6m all mode transceiver

PRICE
MATCH

FT-991 Fully featured
HF/50MHz/VHF/UHF transceiver

OUR PRICE £8995.95

£1349 now £1299

OUR PRICE £1279.95

IC-7100.....Touch Screen Multiband Mobile..now £1099
IC-7410.....HF/6m All Mode Base.........................£1499
IC-2730.....NEW twinband mobile VHF/UHF ...........£289
IC-7600.....Twin DSP100W HF/6mTX ..............£2595.95
IC-R8500...Professional desktop receiver..............£1399
ID-5100E...NEW dualband D star mobile ...............£569
ID-51E Plus..NEW twinband handheld with D-Star .£399

TS-990 .........Flagship model 200W HF/6m............£5995
TS-480SAT....100W HF/6m with ATU..................£738.95
TS-480HX.....200W HF/6m w/o ATU...................£829.95
TM-V71E......Twinband VHF/UHF mobile ............£299.00
TM-D72E......VHF/UHF Handy GPS TNC APRS .....£399.95
MC-60A .......Classic desktop microphone...........£119.95
HS-5..Headphones..£51.95 HS-6...Lightweight..£34.95

FT-DX3000 ...100W HF/6m all mode TX .......£1895.95
FT-DX1200 ...100W HF/6m all mode base....£1149.95
FT-857..........All bander HF/VHF/UHF mobile..£689.95
FT-817ND.....Top selling all mode portable TX..£524.95
FT-450D .......100W HF/6m with ATU/DSP ......£639.95
FT-7900E......Twinband 2m/7cms mobile........£219.95
FT-2900........High power 75W 2m mobile .....£149.95

nevada

®

nevada

Power Supplies

®

Cables

Nevada PS-08

6-8 amp linear PSU
with meter & cigar
socket

£34.95
• Input power: 230V 50Hz
• Output voltage: DC 13.8V
• Output current: 6A~8A Max
• Dimensions: 140 x 110 x 250mm WHD
• Weight: 4kg
PS-40M ..35-40 amp Linear Supply ....£129.95 £116.95
PS-30M ..25-30 amp Linear Supply ....................£99.95
PS-30......25-30A Switch Mode Supply...£89.95 £79.95
PS-30H ...25-30A Switch Mode Supply...£79.95 £69.95
PSW-50 ..40-50A Switch Mode..........£139.95 £125.95
PSW-07 ..Switch Mode Supply ...............£29.95 £26.95
PSW-04 ..Switch Mode Supply ...............£24.95 £22.95

nevada

®

NEW

Antennas

KX-3300

Folded
Dipole Kit
1.8-30MHz

£134.95
GP-2500F ....broadband 3.5-57MHz fibreg...£279.95
GP-2500A....broadband 3.5-57MHz Alumin ..£259.95
HVU-8...8 band base/portable 3.5-433MHz .£199.95
MA-3800 .....7-433MHz portable/mobile ant .£69.95
8010 ............Special Windom hi power 132ft £99.95
4010 ............Special Windom hi power 66ft ..£79.95
X-200 ...........145/433MHz 2-piece fibregl ....£99.95
X30-RADAR100..1090MHz receive fibregl ....£69.95
X-50 .............45/433MHz 1-piece 1.7m lth ....£69.95
X-30 .............145/433MHz 1-piece 1.3m lth ..£59.95
NEV4M-RING..4m(70MHz) 5/8wave vertical .£57.95
NEV-4END... 4m(70MHz) end fed vertical......£49.95
G5RV_F_POL...full size 102ft polyweave.......£37.95
G5RV_H_POL..half size 51ft polyweave ........£29.95
G5RV_F_HAR..full size 102ft hard drawn......£26.95
G5RV_H_HAR..half size 51ft hard drawn ......£19.95

Ecoflex 15
per metre.....£5.99 price per 102m drum ....£539
PL259 connector (Part: 7350) ........................£8.95
N type connector (Part: 7395) ........................£9.95
Ecoflex 10
per metre.....£2.89 price per 102m drum ....£289
PL259 connector (part: 7378) ........................£5.95
N type connector (part: 7367)........................£6.50
BNC type connector (part: 7379)....................£6.50
Aircell 7
per metre.....£1.99 price per 102m drum .....£179
PL259 connector (part: 7390) ........................£2.65
N type connector (part: 7392)........................£5.25
BNC type connector (part: 7391)....................£5.25
Aircell 5
per metre.....£1.39 price per 102m drum ....£125
PL259 connector (part: 7760) ........................£2.25
N type connector (part: 7700)........................£3.95
BNC type connector (part: 7720) ..................£3.25

OTHER 100M DRUMS

Westflex 103 .............Ultra low loss........£139.95
RG-213TM .....................Low loss .................£89.95
RG-213U.....................Mil spec................£116.00
RG-Mini 8...................Super XX ................£59.95
RG58/CU.....................Mil spec..................£39.95
450 Ohm ....................Twin feeder.............£89.00
300 Ohm ....................Twin feeder.............£76.50
Coated flexweave.....Antenna wire ..........£59.95

nevada

®

Antenna Wire

Military style, low visibility,
antenna wire, uses central
fibres of Aramid (Kevlar) for
incredible strength. With green
outer jacket for low visibility.
Nevada 28....2.8mm 2kW ....per metre .......£0.99
Nevada 28D .2.8mm 2kW ....100m Drum..£89.95
Nevada 32....3.2mm 5kW ....per metre .......£1.20
Nevada 32D .3.2mm 5kW ....100m Drum.....£110

M-Series

revolutionary high-strength guy rope using
‘Dyneema Max’ technology
100m Drums
M2 ..2mm 240kg B/s ............£37.95
M3 ..3mm 100m 390kg Drum ..£58.95
M4 ..4mm 900kg B/s ..........£125.95
M5 ..5mm 1150kg B/s ........£189.95
M6 ..6mm 1850kg B/s ........£237.95
M8 ..8mm 2600kg B/s ........£336.95
100m Drums
P2 ..2mm 100kg B/s .............£16.50
P3 ..3mm 200kg B/s .............£24.95
P4 ..4mm 400kg B/s 100m Drum.£34.95
P5 ..5mm 500kg B/s .............£46.95
P6 ..6mm 850kg B/s .............£84.95
P8 ..8mm 1,300kg B/s ..........£99.95

3 kHz and 15 kHz Roofing Filter
14MHz BAND CW（BW=500Hz） AMP 1
IP3 : +14dBm
Rooﬁng Filter = 3.0 kHz
20kHz Spacing

NOW
AVAILABLE
IN 100 ft
drums

-126dBm

Triple conversion with 1st IF frequency of 69.450MHz for all bands

M-2.........2mm 240kg B/s 31m Drum .........£11.95
M-3.........3mm 390kg B/s 31m Drum .........£18.50
P-4 ..........4mm 400kg B/s 31m Drum .............£10.95

-136dBm

Narrow band 3 kHz roofing filter provided in standard configuration realizes
excellent adjacent multi signal characteristics

IPO ON
102dB

-24dBm

Z11-Pro2

(160 - 6m) 125W

£167.95
AL-100............NEW Auto Tuner for Alinco .£149.99
AT100 Pro II...(160-6m) 125W ..................£209.95
AT897 Plus .....for Yaesu FT897...................£187.95
AT1200 ..........for FT450/FTDX1200 ...........£199.95
IT100 .............for Icom Models 125W ........£167.95
RT100 .............100W Remote Tuner…........£189.95
YT 100 ...........Yaesu Models 125W............£177.95
Z817................QRP for FT817 160 - 6m .....£124.95
Balun 1:1 or 4:1.....200W Power Handling ..£34.95

www.nevadaradio.co.uk
023 9231 3090

IPO ON
IP3 : +27dBm

-36dBm

AMP 1
100dB

SIG AMP 1

Features the highly acclaimed FTDX series quad mixer, along with a dedicated VHF/UHF mixer
SIG IPO

LDG

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5.30PM

UNIT 1 FITZHERBERT SPUR FARLINGTON PORTSMOUTH PO6 1TT PHONE

New generation all-band transceiver FT-991
offers full-fledged support for all modes including
HF/50/144/430 MHz in a single compact unit

RX OUTPUT [dB]

NEW

HF/VHF/UHF
ALL MODE TRANSCEIVER

Highly effective interference removal functions are great for stress-free QSOs on
the DX and Contest scene
Final Stage with Ample Power Reserves: 100 W for HF/50 MHz Bands and
50 W for VHF/UHF Bands

3rd IMD
NOISE FLOOR
（NOISE LEVEL+3dB）

-140 -120 -100 -80

-60

-40

-20

0

+20 +40 ANT INPUT [dBm]

IDR (IMD Dynamic range) / IP3 (3rd-Order Intercept Point) characteristics

3.5 inch full color touch panel display for convenient
comfortable operating
Advanced Spectrum Scope Function with Waterfall Display
Capability
Advanced technologies fully utilize the potential of C4FM
Digital including high-quality transmit audio, AMS, and
Group Monitor functions

HF/VHF/UHF 100 W
All Mode Transceiver

FT-991
(144 MHz/ 430 MHz 50 W)

＊ Snapshot image send/receive by C4FM digital is not possible.

For latest Yaesu news, visit us on the Internet: http://www.yaesu.co.uk

