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Obituary: Martin Phillips, G3RFX
Martyn, G3RFX, our loyal and consistent
editor, passed away on 20th June 2014
following a short illness.

many students will have happy memories of
his lectures. He was always active in
amateur radio and was a Committee
member of the Bristol RSGB Group from
1998 and its Chairman from 2004 to 2010.

Like so many schoolboys in the early
1960’s, Martyn gained his license on 14
August 1962 while living in Theydon Bois,
Essex. John, G3PQA recalls “Martyn lived
just up the road, both with our (longsuffering) parents of course, and using the
normal (for then) mix of part surplus and
part home-made equipment, having great
fun on the bands, as we all did in our
generation at the time. We were both
studying for A-levels (at different schools),
before going our separate ways; we kept in
touch occasionally over the years”. Chris,
G3SVL, also in Essex at the time and also
still at school and living with his parents,
reports that “‘G3RFX’ appears on the first
page of my first log book – indeed the third
callsign I ever worked. Earlier this year saw
the 50th anniversary of that QSO”.

But for many of us, it will be Martyn’s
operations from Gibraltar that are best
remembered. He and Jane had many
holidays there and loved the place. With his
primary callsign of ZB2FX and other
special event ZB2 calls he made an
astounding 123,500 QSOs from ‘The Rock’.
Many will have ZB2 confirmed via Martyn
as he was a conscientious QSL’er.
November 2003 saw Martyn become
Honorary Editor of the CDXC Digest. He
edited every edition from then until the
March 2014 edition – and made significant
input to the May 2014 edition despite his
failing health. The Digest has long been
recognised as one of the best amateur radio
magazines in the world. Many cite it as the
only magazine they read from cover to
cover. He added the Crossword and the
tongue-in-cheek ‘Not the GB2RS News’
which allowed him to exploit his great sense
of humour. But those involved with the
production know that he was serious about
deadlines and production quality, which has
ensured its status as a great read.

Martyn continued to operate from Theydon
Bois and a /A location in London during his
time at University College London and
subsequently working as a university
lecturer in English Phonetics. From 1973 to
1979 he operated as DJ0EQ when he was in
West Berlin working with the British Forces
Broadcasting Services as a newsreader and
presenter.

Anyone who visited Martyn and Jane’s
home in Clifton were always well
entertained. The shelves ladened with books
demonstrated his life-long interest in
humorous
writing,
languages
and
lexicography. Martyn was a Times
Crossword addict and enjoyed classical
music. He was knowledgeable in all of these
matters and would enthusiastically discuss
them – especially if he had a large glass of
red wine in his hand.

In 1992 Martyn took up residence in the
Clifton area of Bristol where he lived until
his death. He became a GB2RS newsreader
on both HF and VHF in 1995 and made
1,273 Broadcasts until he retired as a reader
in August 2012. Such was his popularity
that he had pile-ups of callers offering
thanks each Sunday after reading the news
bulletin.
During that time he worked at University of
Bristol School of Modern Languages where

RIP Martyn, you will be missed by so many.
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
Our Honorary Editor

intrepid IOTA activator Budi, YF1AR and
an article by Gordon, G3USR on chasing
IOTA awards.

It is my very sad duty to be editing this
edition of the Digest. You will recall that in
the May Digest I reported that Martyn,
G3RFX was unwell and unable to edit that
edition. Martyn’s condition deteriorated and
on 2nd June he was admitted to hospital in
his home town of Bristol. He had been
diagnosed as suffering from progressive
supranuclear palsy (PSP) an extremely rare
form of Parkinson’s disease. Scans also
showed cancer. I visited Martyn in hospital
two weeks before he died, and Treasurer
Gordon, G3USR and Julie visited a week
later. We had other visits planned by
Neville, G3NUG and Trish, Julie and
myself, but it was not to be.

The results for the LF Challenge are
reported by Bob, MD0CCE, our awards
manager, followed by write-ups from the
top three stations – an opportunity grasped
after Chris, G3SJJ reported his story on the
CDXC Reflector. Bob has also included a
status on the DX Marathon which is at its
half-way stage for this year. A few
clarifications are included in the form of
FAQ’s, so please do read them if you are
chasing the three excellent Trophies that are
shown on the colour pages. The HF
Challenge will be underway by the time the
next Digest lands on your mats, so we have
included a reminder for 1st September start.

Jane, Martyn’s wife, asks me to express her
thanks for all of the messages of
condolences she has received from CDXC
members (I passed on all of those sent to me
in response to the e-mail I sent out).
Gordon, G3USR and Julie have been
particularly supportive to Jane and she
thanks them too for that support.

The Digital Diary and IOTA column return
after being missed from the last edition.
Your Committee needs you!
Martyn’s sudden passing highlights the
fragility of our Committee, all of whom do
sterling and unpaid work for the Club. I
want to take this opportunity to thank them
all for their efforts and support but I also
want to appeal to the membership at large to
consider offering your help to the
Committee. I will edit the September
Digest, but I need to hand the task over to
someone who has the skills to take on this
job. If you have experience, please contact
me by e-mail or phone to discuss what is
involved. We also need someone to act as
back up to our Treasurer. Finance and the
processing of membership fees is an
important aspect of running a club and again
if you have book keeping skills or just a
good basis with numeracy, please do
consider volunteering. Neither of these
positions requires attendance at Committee
meetings, although you would be
welcomed; we conduct the vast majority of

CDXC owes a tremendous debt of gratitude
to Martyn for his work as a Committee
member and as Digest Editor for over a
decade. He will be sorely missed, as will his
humour in ‘Not the RSGB News’ and the 64
crosswords he produced for us. RIP Martyn.
Editorial
This edition has some fascinating
DXpedition stories, none more so than Ken,
G3RFH’s report on his 1964 DXpedition to
South Sandwich. We also have an excellent
report on the recent Mellish Reef
DXpedition which had to be cut short due to
inclement weather and a report from long
time member Ronald, PA3EWP on his trip
to American Samoa. Finally there is the first
of what will be a series of reports from
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work by e-mail and the occasional telephone
call.

many smaller IOTAs and holiday style
operations are to be found, sometimes
without the huge pile-ups associated with
the well-publicised DXpeditions.

Other Club news
At the April Committee meeting we
discussed two important items: recent
Reflector conduct and tightening of our
rules on sponsorship. Both of these are
reported elsewhere in this edition and have
been generally well received by members
and the community at large.

I mentioned before that I have been
organising the HF Stream at this year’s
RSGB Convention and it is now close to
being finalised – I hope you like it. An
interesting session, which I hope will attract
many CDXC members, is the planned DX
Forum. This will be a chance to air views on
the state of DXing, how to get more people
involved, how to address funding and,
inevitably, how to improve operating
standards. It should be a lively hour! I am
also writing a DXing article for the RadCom
‘Getting Started’ series which will appear in
the autumn.

We also accepted a recommendation to
award the CDXC Local Hero award to Tov,
T32TV who has recently moved to
Washington Island and despite having only
a solar-powered station is to be heard
regularly giving out this rare one on 15m.
Neville has mentioned his QSO’s with Tov
in his President’s Patter.

Closer to home, Jenny and I look forward to
seeing many of you at the AGM / Summer
Social at Neville’s on 19th July, the raffle
prizes are close to £1,000 already and we
will announce more on the website as we
get confirmation.

Wrapping up
The summer is a time of team contests for
me with NFD and VHF FD both completed
by the time you read this as will
Friedrichshafen. I’ve been spending time on
6m, which, at the time of writing, has not
produced anything special for me. It is, as
usual, a quiet time for DXpeditions, but

73 Chris, G3SVL

CDXC VACANCIES
CDXC is run by a voluntary Committee who urgently need additional resources. Please
don’t be shy in volunteering, drop any Committee member an e-mail or catch us at the
CDXC AGM/Summer Social to chat about what’s involved.
Digest Editor: Produce six copies of the Digest each year. Regular columnists are
reliable and other Committee members help source DXpedition articles, produce the
colour pages and deal with the printing, advertisers and postage – so this really is about
pulling it all together and ensuring quality and progression.
Deputy Treasurer: Act as a back up to the Treasurer and provide support during the
subs renewal period.
Marketing: Provide input to the Committee on how best to reach potential new
members.
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Our data mining initiative eventually
produced a very satisfactory result with 26
new joiners, a return of around 9%. This is
in line with recent mailshots. Welcome to
all our new members.

By using our system the administration is
vastly reduced as the system updates records
automatically thus relieving the workload on
our Treasurer and Secretary.
Elsewhere Chris has “advertised” for
additional committee members or others
who may be able to help. The Committee is
very stretched at this time. This is probably
the most important issue facing CDXC at
the moment so please get in touch with
Chris if you can help.

One of the UK amateurs that we mailed was
Ken G3RFH who undertook a DXpedition
to the South Sandwich Islands in 1964. Ken
writes: ‘Enclosed is the South Sandwich
material I promised. This is exactly how I
wrote it in 1964 and you will remember the
debates still going on at that time about SSB
versus AM!! At that time the Navy had not
taken to SSB, although on Protector, we had
a Marconi HF SSB transceiver. It had 4
channels but we never met up with anybody
who had compatible equipment! So it never
got used. Did have a single 6146 in the PA
and I managed to get some from naval
stores for my DX40! I've also enclosed a
photo of me holding the two awards given to
me by the North Jersey DX Association for
the South Sandwich DXpedition. They're a
bit faded now but still readable. One is for
their Honor Award and the other is their
Achievement Certificate. This photo was
taken to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the event. Hope you find it of interest and
hopefully worth putting into your
magazine’.

By the time this Digest is circulated the
RSGB IOTA Convention to celebrate
IOTA’s 50th Anniversary will be over. The
programme sounds really good and I hope
that those who attended the convention but
are not yet IOTA enthusiasts will “have a
go” at IOTA. I have found working 1,000
IOTAs far more challenging than working
all the DXCC entities. It’s perhaps on a par
with working 3,000 band-slots or working
all zones on every band from 80m to 10m.
But one aspect of the programme is the
availability of awards for those who may not
have a superstation. There’s an award for
working islands around Britain, another for
working European Islands, a 6m award as
well as the starter award for working 100
islands anywhere. The detailed rules can be
found on the RSGB website. Claiming
awards is very straightforward and there are,
I understand, plans being developed to
enhance the system to reduce the need to
collect QSL cards.

Part One of this story appears later in this
Digest together with some of the black and
white pictures.
I’d like to thank those who have made
donations by PayPal when renewing on-line.
As I write we have received close to £200 in
donations, this money will be used for
sponsoring DXpeditions. On the question of
PayPal it looks as though this will be used
more and more in the future; a small
donation covers our costs. I ask members to
use PayPal through our membership renewal
system rather than as an external payment.

I spoke to Tov T32TV on Washington
Island again recently. He said he was
delighted to receive our Local Heroes
Award together with a donation of £100
towards a generator.
The Summer Social will soon be with us.
Please sign up on our web pages or let Tony
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our Secretary or me know if you plan to
come. Trish and I look forward to seeing
many members and their partners again at
LWB on Saturday 19th July. There are
suggestions on our website about places to

see and stay in this wonderful part of the
UK. The long term forecast looks good.
73

___________________________________________________________________

Treasurer’s Tune
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
Annual Accounts for the Year to 31st
March, 2014

not yet renewed, please would you make
your payment now? Subscription payment
options were set out on Page 8 of the May,
2014 Digest.

Our Club Auditor, Nigel Knapton, G1JKE
has examined the CDXC Draft accounts
previously approved by the CDXC
Committee and published in the CDXC May
Digest. His report is as follows:

The easiest way to pay is to make payment
by PayPal using your PayPal Account or
Credit Card. You do not have to have a
PayPal account to do this. Log onto the Club
Website at www.cdxc.org.uk and follow the
on screen instructions to renew. The
advantage of paying in this way is threefold:

“I have examined the annual accounts of
CDXC for the year ended 31st March, 2014
comprising an Income and Expenditure
Account and a Balance Sheet with
accompanying Notes and I certify that they
are in accordance with the books and
records exhibited to me.”

You will get an immediate
confirmation of receipt of your
subscription;
You will get an opportunity to
update your personal membership
details; and
Your membership will be
immediately updated in the
membership system to reflect
your renewal.

Signed: Nigel Knapton, G1JKE, Honorary
Auditor, CDXC
These accounts are therefore now final.
They will be presented to members for
adoption in the normal way at the upcoming
CDXC AGM to be held at Lower Withers
Barns on 19th July, 2014, prior to the
Summer Social.
Members
2014/2015

Subscription

Note that CDXC incurs a fee of almost £1
when you pay in this way – if you use it
please consider making a small donation to
offset the cost. Many thanks.

Renewals

Thank you so much to all CDXC Members
who
have
already
renewed
their
subscriptions for the new year. Your prompt
payments are appreciated and really ease the
burden on your Committee at this time of
year.

I hope to see many members at the AGM
where I will answer any questions that you
may have on the accounts.
73, Gordon, G3USR,
Honorary Treasurer

Subscriptions become due on 1st July
annually. If you are one of those who have
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

G4YCS

Ian

Carby

Shipton by Beningbrough

ZL3GA

Geoff

Clark

Kaiapoi

G4VWI

Derek

Hatton

Leicester

G4XXI

Stan

Lee

Tadworth

G4KIU

Nigel

Peacock

East Grinstead

G3ZQQ

Jim

Peden

Kidderminster

G6BMY Ron

Satterthwaite

Manchester

G8IYE

Jess

Shore

Kidderminster

GI4JTF

Harry

Squance

Holywood

G4OJY

Andy

Wright

Bishop Auckland

New Zealand

(returning member)

Northern Ireland

___________________________________________________________________

CDXC: The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating,
through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement
awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership:

Full details are available from the Secretary.

Subscription:

£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros).
New members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual
subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.

Digest:

Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor
by the published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not
necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

Website:

http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
Joining the DXCC queue in
Friedrichshafen

are
perhaps
slightly
exaggerated.
Unfortunately both the UK and USA Post
Offices ceased selling IRCs when the “valid
to 31.12.2013” series came to an end. The
latest generation of IRCs are valid for a
further four years, i.e. until 31-Dec-2017.
Despite this new series not being sold by the
UK and USA Post Offices they are still
being sold by many other countries.
Numerous DXers in some countries are still
using them with their requests for cards.

One of the many traditions at Ham Radio in
Friedrichshafen each year is the orderly
queue that forms at the ARRL’s DXCC
card-checking desk at the opening of the
fair. DXers stand in line with their bundles
of cards and application forms, ready to
hand them in for checking by the small
army of volunteer DXCC checkers busily
working at the ARRL’s stand.

Japanese DXers are the most active users of
IRCs. Over 65% of the new IRCs received
recently by G3TXF in his DX-pedition
QSLing activities have come from Japan.
Based purely on incoming IRCs received,
other countries in Europe which are still
issuing IRCs include CT, DL, ES, F, I, LA,
OE, OH, OK, OZ, S5, SP, SV, TF, UR, YO
and YU. From outside Europe, apart from
Japan, the new style 2017 IRCs have been
received from HL, LU and VE.

Many DXers still prefer the security of
carrying their own precious DXCC cards to
have them checked live at a show rather
than entrust them to the postal system.
However over recent years, with the
increase in the use of LoTW, QSL cards
themselves play an ever decreasing role in
DXCC up-date applications.
G3TXF usually makes a once per year update to his DXCC and Challenge scores by
handing his cards to the DXCC checkers in
Friedrichshafen. It is remarkable how the
mix between real QSLs and LoTW credits
has changed over the years. A decade ago
the vast majority of each up-date claim was
made with actual QSLs. For example in
2006, G3TXF’s annual up-date claim was
made using 20% LoTW and 80% cards. For
this year’s up-date claim these figures have
reversed, with 80% of the up-date claim of
30 new Challenge points being with LoTW
confirmations and just 20% with QSL cards.

Although IRCs may still theoretically be
available in many countries, in practice it
may be difficult to find Post Offices that
stock them. This might explain why over
160 IRCs originating in Japan have been
received in recent months, but only four
from Germany.
More widely the use of Online QSL Request
Services (OQRS) for Direct QSLing is
decreasing significantly the amount of
incoming requests for cards through the
post, and hence the need for IRCs. However
it is interesting to note that IRCs are still
available in more countries than many might
have thought, even though both the UK and
the USA have stopped supplying them.

As long as there are real cards to be
checked, the early morning queue in front of
the ARRL’s DXCC card-checking stand in
Friedrichshafen will always be there every
year!

Even at the best of times changing IRCs for
stamps at your local Post Office has
sometimes been difficult. This difficulty is
likely to increase in countries (such as the

The IRC is not dead, just yet
Reports on the demise of the QSLer’s longtime friend, the International Reply Coupon,
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UK and the USA) which no longer issue
IRCs, but which, as members of the
Universal Postal Union (UPU) are however
still obliged to exchange them for postage
stamps.

within six hours after the end of the contest
(i.e., by 18z on 23 July) will be given the
title of “Assistant Judge of WRTC2014.”
All logs received within six hours will be
entered into a drawing for one of 25
“WRTC2014 Assistant Judge” hats.

Although the use of IRCs has reduced
significantly in recent years, they are still an
important part of direct QSLing for DXers
in some countries, and particularly in Japan.
The efforts made by many QSL Managers
over the years to ‘train up’ their local Post
Office in how to accept IRCs continues to
be a worthwhile investment!

Contesters taking part in the IARU HF
Championship should note that the
submission of their log in order to assist
with the adjudication of WRTC is not the
same as submitting their log to the usual
contest adjudicators the IARU HQ. Ideally
your same log should be submitted
separately to both. In practice there is
usually no reason why the log that you
submit to assist with WRTC cannot be emailed within minutes of the end of the
contest. The faster you submit your log, the
more help it will be to the WRTC
adjudicators.

Support WRTC 2014 by chasing their
awards!
Once every four years the World Radiosport
Team Championship (WRTC) runs in
parallel with the July IARU HF
Championship
contest.
DXers
and
Contesters can actively participate and
support WRTC (as well as indirectly assist
all the teams taking part) by trying to make
as many contacts as possible with each of
the 59 teams across the five HF bands and
on two modes.

There are also a series of Bronze, Silver and
Gold awards, all of which are intended to
encourage worldwide participation in the
WRTC event. Every station that submits a
log containing valid contacts with the
WRTC teams on 30 or more band/modes
will be eligible for the Bronze level award.

Each of the 59 WRTC stations will be using
100w and relatively simple antennas. The
WRTC stations (which will have special
short callsigns) will all be as keen as
mustard to make a snappy contest QSO with
you in order to help build their score. The
WRTC organisers are offering a series of
awards to encourage participation. For
example any station that appears in all 59
WRTC team logs will be able to download a
certificate from the WRTC2014 Web site
after the contest.

A Silver medal will be awarded to the first
five stations from each continent (and in
W1) that have confirmed contacts with all
59 teams regardless of mode. Any other
stations that work all 59 teams will be
entered into a draw to win one of 25
WRTC2014 caps.
Gold medals are to be won for contacting
the WRTC teams on the most band/modes.
With 59 teams, 5 bands, and 2 modes, there
are 590 possible band/modes available.
Gold medals will be awarded to the top five
band/mode leaders in each continent (and in
W1). See the WRTC 2014 web-site for
fuller details on the awards being offered.

The detailed judging of WRTC is helped
greatly if there is a large volume of
incoming contests logs from which the
adjudicators can quickly create a huge logchecking database. The quicker the logs are
received the more helpful it is for the
WRTC judges. The greater the number of
logs received the greater is the accuracy of
the adjudication process for the 59 teams.
Contesters and DXers who submit a log

Given that the 2014 WRTC is being held in
New England (W1), working most of the 59
participating teams on both modes across
several, if not all, bands should be relatively
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straightforward from the UK. Why not draw
up a table with ten columns (two modes on
five bands) and the 59 special WRTC
callsigns and use it as an operating checklist. You can positively support the activity
and operating fun at WRTC by trying to
work as many of the WRTC stations on as
many bands and modes as possible during

the 24 hour contest. The WRTC participants
will appreciate every QSO they can make.
The WRTC adjudicators will appreciate
your early logs to assist with the checking
process. And you will have a great time
making QSOs with some of the best
contesters in the world.

___________________________________________________________________

Any changes to your CDXC membership details?
Have you, for example, changed your
Postal address?
E-mail address?
Telephone number?
With a bit of hassle we can usually track these down, but it takes time.
So please advise Secretary Tony/G4LDL, sec@cdxc.org.uk, of any such changes.
He will also advise you of any new passwords to access CMIS.

We regret to record the passing of the following CDXC members:
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
Roland Smithers, G4HSD
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VK9MT - Mellish Reef 2014
Gene Spinelli K5GS
Mellish Reef Location

During the exchange of e-mails we
answered questions about antennas, tents,
materials of the tents, fires, camping, bird
strike mitigation, etc. I wrote a paper
explaining DXCC and IOTA and included
pictures of the 2009 DXpedition to Mellish
Reef. Shortly afterwards we received an email saying we were good to go to Mellish
Reef as long as we were off the reef by May
31st. After that date a permit will be
required to land on Mellish Reef. The
Australian Coral Sea reefs will then fall
under a new strict Coral Sea environmental
protection program. Even before this new
program was implemented, any boat we
used was required to have a permit for
conducting commercial operations in the
Coral
Sea
and
a
minimum
of
$10,000,000(AUD) liability insurance.
Throughout this process the agency
personnel were helpful and worked with us
to get to a positive conclusion.

Mellish Reef is an uninhabited coral atoll in
the Coral Sea located approximately 1,150
kilometres north-northeast of Brisbane,
Australia. The reef itself is approximately
10km long by 3km wide. However, the only
useable land mass is “Herald's Beacon”, a
small sand cay which stands two meters
above the high water line.
The surface is composed of crushed coral
and pumice stone to a depth of about 12
inches (30 cm) over a coral base. The reef is
home to thousands of surface nesting
seabirds including boobies and petrels with
an active population of hermit crabs.
Surrounding the island are submerged coral
heads which make navigation hazardous.
The beauty of the white sand against the
blue water and submerged coral is stunning.
The sun reflecting off the water and coral
produces some of the most beautiful colors
in the spectrum. The coral heads required
our boat to anchor about 500 meters
offshore, we used a Zodiac to transit to and
from the island, carefully navigating around
the coral.

The next item of business was the radio
license. Since I already held an Australian
call sign we were initially told the process to
get a VK9 call would be fast. As it turned
out, because I don’t live in Australia, the
process wasn’t as smooth as we expected. In
the end, with cooperation from the “Oceania
DX Group” (ODXG) in Australia the call
sign VK9MT was issued. Several of the
VK9MT team members are life members of
ODXG and we duly received a letter from
the organization authorizing us to use the
call sign while on Mellish Reef.

Why Mellish Reef
The idea to activate Mellish Reef was born
in June, 2013 while Pista HA5AO, Les
W2LK, Gene K5GS and George HA5UK
were having dinner in Budapest, Hungary.
After further discussions with Dave K3EL
at the German Ham Radio event at
Friedrichshafen the wheels started to turn.
Being high on the most wanted list we knew
there would be much interest across the
global DX community. We contacted the
Australian government to learn their
requirements to land on the island. After
about a month of question and answer emails we were cleared to land on the reef for
a DXpedition.

The Team
We formed the team of: Pista HA5AO, Les
W2LK, George HA5UK, Gene K5GS, Dave
K3EL, Glenn KE4KY, Norbert DJ7JC,
Heye DJ9RR, Luke VK3HJ, Mike WA6O
and Luigi IV3YER; 5 Americans, 2
Hungarians, 2 Germans, 1 Australian and 1
Italian. Some team members knew one
another from previous DXpedition projects,
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while others met for the first time. Over the
course of the project members of the team
worked well together, having fun, coming
together as a team and helping one another,
as required. The prior DXpedition
experience and creativity of the team
members was evident. Since all team
members except Luigi had been on other
DXpeditions, the decisions came easily and
reasonable solutions were quickly reached.

and operating permits. We selected the
expedition yacht Evohe from Dunedin, New
Zealand. Evohe is a no frills “working boat”
licensed to carry 12 passengers and a crew
of eight. We had used Evohe for a previous
DXpedition and were comfortable with her
owner / skipper, Steve Kafka, and, his
pricing was competitive. Steve applied for
the operating permit and provided his
insurance information.

You can think of a DXpedition as an
extended “Field Day” and contest. The team
is 100% self sufficient, everything must be
planned, inventoried and brought to the
island and later returned to the boat.
Physical labor is required and everyone
must participate. On islands like Mellish
Reef the heat and humidity become
important considerations so we brought over
four hundred liters of drinking water to the
reef, some even brought a supply of beer.
We also had a supply of sunscreen and
encouraged everyone to protect themselves
from the sun with hats, long sleeve shirts
and sunscreen on exposed areas. The
Northern California DX Foundation
supplied tropical shirts that were perfect for
this protection; everyone carried a personal
water container.

We selected Mackay as our departure point
to minimize the number of days at sea. The
Evohe is a six sail sailing ketch with two
Ford engines. With a top speed of 10 knots
we allowed 3.5 days to reach the reef; in the
event we arrived in three days.
The Evohe arrived from New Zealand on
March 17th. The skipper had a crew of four:
Paul (Ireland), Allison and Shaun (New
Zealand) and Joanna (England).The crew
had never heard of Mellish Reef, they
signed on for the adventure.
The Planning Process
Regularly scheduled Skype conference calls
were conducted for months to plan every
aspect of the project. Responsibilities were
assigned, fund raising began and soon
various documents began to take shape.
Since many of the team members owned
Elecraft equipment we agreed to use
personally owned Elecraft K3 transceivers
and owned and borrowed Elecraft KPA-500
linear amplifiers. We had three Tokyo
HyPower amplifiers to round out the six
stations, three CW, three SSB/RTTY,
including several back-up transceivers,
amplifiers and power supplies. The Elecraft
equipment performed flawlessly. We had
failures with several no-name 12 volt power
supplies; however the Astron switching
supplies all worked perfectly.

As a safety precaution, team members were
required to have emergency evacuation and
medical insurance. Each member provided
his medical history summarizing any serious
medical conditions, medications used,
where the medications were kept, and
emergency contact names / telephone
numbers, including the member's personal
physician's name and contact information.
Physical limitations could preclude a person
from joining the team. Boarding or leaving
the Zodiac, climbing into a bunk, even using
the boat’s toilets can be a physically
challenging task in rough seas and we
needed to be sure each team member could
be self-sufficient.

Antennas consisted of SteppIR CrankIRs,
BigIRs and verticals using Spiderpoles /
SGC automatic tuners and a 40 meter four
square, with a Pennant for low-band rx. The
80 meter antenna and 160 inverted L
towered over the antenna farm. We also had

The Boat
Project requirements were sent to charter
firms seeking a boat with the proper survey
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two
folding
hex
beams
from
foldingantennas.com (see G3RWF’s review
in last month’s Digest. Ed.). The
combination of vertical and horizontallypolarized antennas helped to reduce interstation interference when simultaneously
operating SSB and CW on the same band.
We used a combination of commercial
shipping from EU / USA and hand carrying
equipment to our departure point, the
Queensland city of Mackay.

(although the amount of plastic trash was
very low compared to some Pacific islands).
We had developed detailed antenna plans,
coax requirements, tent / antenna layouts,
power grids, fuel usage, etc. After
communicating with several generator hire
firms we learned they don’t rent generators
for off-shore use. We ordered 4kW inverter
generators branded as “Tradetested” in New
Zealand / Australia. The units were shipped
from Sydney and arrived well before we
needed them. They too worked flawlessly.

Arrival at Mackay
During the planning conference calls we
created detailed shopping lists of items we
would need. The decision was made to
purchase as much as possible in Australia to
reduce the cost of shipping to and from
America and Europe. The advance team
arrived in Mackay on March 18th to begin
the task of buying equipment. We spent four
full days at various Mackay shops buying
tents, tools, electrical grid, office supplies,
tables / chairs and supermarket items.

Two of the team members rented a cabin at
the local RV (caravan) park. This turned out
to be an excellent place to consolidate
equipment to and from the boat, to test
radios / antennas, and for the team to enjoy
some downtime.
Since the boat had arrived early, the skipper
said we could load the boat well in advance
of departure. We made many trips to the
boat loading equipment in small groups over
several days rather than. spending the better
part of a whole day loading. The weather at
Mackay was very hot and humid, the boat
was docked about as far from the car park as
a boat could get and the entrance to the dock
was via a long, steep ramp which made the
work even harder and the occasional heavy
rains added another level of difficulty to the
job. Everything was brought to the boat
using borrowed carts. The boat crew helped
us to carry the equipment to the boat and
then handled the task of lifting everything to
the deck and stowing it in the boat’s various
storage holds.

All meals would be provided by the boat so
all we needed, food-wise, were snacks and
drinks not supplied by the boat, i.e. beer. At
almost every business we visited the staff
and customers asked why we were in
Australia and what our plans for the
equipment were. Some had heard of Mellish
Reef, others not, but very few knew about
amateur radio DXpeditions. In any event,
everyone was very helpful and we were able
to find everything we needed without any
trouble. At one shop the salesperson
directed us to another firm that had a no
frills item for $153 that would work just as
well for our purposes as his $600 item, he
was right!

Departure Day
On the afternoon of March 25th we set sail
for Mellish Reef. Prior to sailing, the boat
was visited by three Australian Customs
Officers to complete the departure
formalities. The winds were not in our
favor, we used engines the entire journey.
The seas were rough and the ride very
difficult.

In the spirit of giving something back to the
community at the conclusion of the
DXpedition we donated many of these items
to the Mackay Girl / Boy Scout Council
which were greatly appreciated by them.
The generators were sold. On the reef itself,
we cleaned up all the discarded plastic
bottles and trash we found washed up there
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During the sea voyage the crew caught a
tuna which provided excellent steaks for
two meals. The skipper, Paul and Shaun
brought in the tuna although the energetic
fish had other ideas about boarding the boat;
Shaun expertly prepared the fish for later
meals. A professional fisherman we met at
the marina explained to me that humans
should not eat certain fish caught at the reef.
These “reef fish” contain a toxin that causes
the illness “Ciguatera” which produces
serious gastrointestinal and neurological
effects which can last weeks, months and in
extreme cases up to twenty years.

remain on the reef 6pm to 6am every other
day. Although twenty four hour radio
operations were allowed, the off duty team
went back to the boat for sleeping.
On the Air
All six stations went on the air March 30,
with Dave, K3EL, making the first contact
with ZL4PW. The pile-ups remained heavy
and energetic throughout the DXpedition!
We adopted an operating routine and kept as
close to the routine as possible. However,
day by day we noticed the wind was
gradually increasing and we were beginning
to experience heavy rains.

Arrival Day
We arrived at the reef in the afternoon of the
28th March (local time) and began bringing
some equipment ashore in a Zodiac and
setting up the operating tents. Early on the
morning of the 29th we began taking radio
equipment ashore and establishing the
operating camps. The wind was our constant
companion, blowing at a steady twenty
knots. Erecting the tents and antennas in the
strong wind was an early indication of what
was to come. The wind made the trips in the
Zodiac “interesting”. Sea water was
showering us as the Zodiac drove into the
wind on the way to the reef, the skipper
asked us to get under a tarp so we wouldn’t
get drenched.

Propagation was excellent on the HF bands
with openings to all parts of the world. The
HF bands were on fire, with 10m – 20m
providing 88% of the QSOs. Despite the
cracking conditions on the high bands, we
spent some time on 40m / 80m, and were
rewarded with remarkable conditions one
night on 80 m, with the US and EU coming
in as if it were 20 m. The 160 antenna went
up last, and because of weather events
described later, we were able to operate only
one night. The combination of variable
propagation and the shortened operating
time impacted mostly the low bands.
On April 1st the skipper said he was
monitoring a tropical depression north of
Mellish Reef. Eventually this weather event
caused death and destruction in the Solomon
Islands and would later be officially named
Cyclone Ita, a very late-in-the-season
cyclone.

Because of the sand depth, guy and tent
stakes required a different technique versus
the traditional one of driving them into the
ground. We bought seventy five pieces of
pre-cut rebar and as many pieces of
landscape stakes. A dead-man arrangement
had to be used to set the guys and tent ropes.

We continued operating for five full days
but it was becoming evident that the weather
was getting worse. The skipper was closely
monitoring the situation and keeping us
updated. He wasn’t in panic mode yet, but
did express concern that the storm was
growing. In case we had to make a fast
departure we removed all non-essential
equipment from the island shortly after the
formation of the storm, dismantled some
antennas and scratched deployment of
others.

George, HA5UK, donned his swimwear and
snorkel and swam out to a coral head that he
used to guy two 18 meter Spiderpoles and
one of the BigIRs.
Due to the risks from the barely-submerged
coral heads, it was determined that it was
not possible to travel safely to and from the
reef between sunset and sunrise. We created
a shift schedule that required one team to
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During the night shift of April 4th the wind
and rain became a real concern. While the
operating tents were holding up reasonably
well, the break tent was severely damaged
the day before. The antennas were taking a
beating and required constant attention;
resetting guy ropes and reattaching broken
wires became a daily maintenance activity.

Daily Challenges
Of course, the weather presented the biggest
challenge. Prior plans had to be changed to
account for the weather. While we did
experience some antenna damage we had
additional antennas and spares that were not
deployed due to the early QRT decision.
We had challenges from the sound of the
wind blowing across / through the tents
which, at times, made it difficult or
impossible to hear the radios, even when
wearing headphones. At the last minute
before leaving Mackay we bought an
additional two small tents to use for resting.
These tents were light backpacking types
and were destroyed by the wind within
hours of being erected. The operating tents
were much sturdier, with metal frames, and
withstood the constant beating of the wind
without issue.

QRT
On April 5th at about 0200 (local) the
decision was made to go QRT. The tents
were shaking violently in the now 35 - 40
knot winds and torrential downpours
threatened the safety of the operators. The
tropical storm to our north continued to
strengthen day after day, and would soon be
declared a named cyclone. Although at the
time we were only on the edge of the
disturbance caused by Cyclone Ita, the
forecast storm track took it towards Mellish
Reef. In previous discussions with the
skipper, he indicated that it was critical that
we leave before the storm could overtake us
in order to be able to make it safely back to
Australia. We began to pack the radios and
amps in their Pelican cases. When the
morning shift arrived we spent the next 5 –
6 hours removing equipment from the reef
and preparing to set sail for Australia.

Guy and tent ropes needed constant
attention, primarily due to the sand base and
lack of a solid footing. The vertical wire
antennas required daily attention as wires
snapped and the antennas leaned over from
the wind. The folding hex beams performed
very well but after five days of withstanding
the moisture laden strong wind we noticed
they were losing their shape. They both
continued to work but on the last night of
operation, right about the time we went
QRT, we lost a guy rope on one of them and
it came down. Not that it was funny at the
time, but Pista HA5AO and I didn’t see the
antenna in the night and went looking for it
with torches. We couldn’t find it and
wondered if it was taken by aliens or swept
into the sea. In the next morning’s daylight
we found the antenna on the sand.

Return to Mackay
The winds were strong and in our favor, we
were under sail the entire way back, no
engine noise, just the sound of the sea
against the hull. The ride was as smooth as
could be expected. We arrived at the
Mackay marina at 0230 (local) on April 8th.
The skipper skillfully navigated the channel
and easily brought Evohe to the wharf.
That morning we hired two vehicles and
began offloading the boat, bringing all our
gear to a cabin we rented at the nearby RV
(caravan) park. Over the next two days we
sorted equipment, repacked it for shipment
back to the USA and Europe, rebooked
flights and identified the equipment to be
sold and donated.

DXpeditions will test your ability to handle
stress and adapt to the unplanned. Meeting
people, maybe for the first time, living on a
small boat in rough seas, building a tent /
radio city in high temperatures, wind and
humidity will challenge anyone’s ability to
cope with physical and emotional stress.
Add to this the isolation of being on an
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island and 24 hour radio operations and it’s
not surprising you might need a vacation
when you return home. Additionally, the
human side of a DXpedition is a real
consideration. The Team Leaders are not
only in charge of the project but they must
ensure the wellbeing of each team member.
People react differently to these challenges;
the team leaders must handle all situations
and they did just that on Mellish Reef.

Cyclone Ita

We had to be careful not to disturb the
ground nesting birds. Many had eggs on the
ground and would become agitated if we got
too close. We marked the nests with sticks
so we could see them at night. We also
marked any rebar and wooden stakes that
were above the ground to prevent tripping.
Other than a cut finger we had no injuries or
accidents on the reef. Neither birds nor eggs
were injured.

Cyclone Ita eventually intensified to become
a Category 5 storm with maximum winds of
130 mph. By the time it hit the north
Queensland coast it had weakened to
Category 4, but still caused an estimated one
billion dollars (AUD) in damage. While
there was no loss of life or serious injury in
Australia, the storm flattened sugar cane
fields, ruined banana crops, cut the state's
main highway and left a mammoth cleanup
task in her wake. Most of the team was
away from Australia by the time the storm
arrived, however intrepid travelers Dave
K3EL and Glenn KE4KY did experience
some of the storm’s fury. Cyclone Ita also
created havoc in Auckland, New Zealand
where I was staying on the way home from
Australia. We found ourselves trapped in the
house for a day when a tree fell across the
driveway to the main road.

Results

Wrap Up

Our goal was to work 80,000 QSOs and
concentrate on RTTY. Unfortunately, the
weather has a nasty habit of changing the
best made plans. We were on track for 80K
but closed the log on 4 April, 1353z after
40K QSOs including about 3,400 RTTY Qs.
We were unable to spend as much time on
the low bands as we had planned. However,
we enjoyed excellent openings on the high
frequency bands 10 – 30 meters.

While we were disappointed with our early
departure there are some things we can’t
control. No one was injured; we thought it
prudent to not take any risks with the
building storm. We had greatest confidence
in the skipper’s judgment and his crew.
We very much appreciate the support from
the global DX foundations, clubs and
individuals who helped make this project a
reality; our corporate sponsors were equally
important to the project. The global pilot
team did a wonderful job as does our QSL
Manager Tim Beaumont, M0URX. We met
many fine people in Mackay who assisted us
before and after the project.

In general, the DX community cooperated
nicely during the pile-ups, with the usual
suspects causing much of the chaos
typically experienced by DXpeditions.
Sometimes I think they will never learn that
by continually calling in the blind they ruin
their own chances of getting in the log, and
many did lose their contact with VK9MT.

We especially want to thank Jenny
McGrath, owner of Mackay Pack and Send
(a shipping business) who worked tirelessly
before and after the DXpedition. The staff at
Pack and Send were invaluable to the
project. We arranged for our shipments to
be received by Jenny. She asked where we
planned to store the equipment; I told her
we’ll hire a self-storage unit. She said that
wouldn’t be necessary, we could leave the

We appreciated those operators that
followed the DX Code of Conduct and wish
those that didn’t would recognize the
problems they cause themselves and
everyone else.
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equipment in her storeroom and also any
luggage not needed on the boat during our
trip to the reef. Before we left Australia she
invited the team to her home for a BBQ the
night before we began leaving Mackay.

The highlights of the project were many,
including giving ATNOs, putting people on
the Honor Roll and Top of the Honor Roll,
and supporting the local Mackay Scouting
Council with our equipment donation.

It seems that Jenny is a fan of American
baseball and she jokingly mentioned to
Glenn KE4KY that she’d like to have a
Louisville Slugger baseball bat. What Jenny
didn’t know is Glenn has a friend at the
factory and he arranged for Jenny to receive
an original Louisville Slugger. The bat
arrived while we were in Mackay.

I’d be remiss by not mentioning the
camaraderie, cooperation and friendship of
the VK9MT team, the global pilots and all
those who helped us throughout the project.
And thanks to Dave K3EL, Pista HA5AO
and Les W2LK for editing this article. The
team is already discussing their next project.
Please visit our website at: www.vk9mt.com

VK9MT Statistics
First QSO: 2014-03-30 04:34
Total

QSOs: 40,114

Europe
N. America
Asia
Oceania

Last QSO: 2014-04-04 13:53
Uniques: 12,831 (13.2%)

36.1%
29.1%
29.8%
3.4%

CW
SSB
RTTY

ATNOs

26.1%

61.0%
30.5%
8.6%

The leader board was not used for this DXpedition.
___________________________________________________________________

Wangiwangi Island, OC-219
and ARLHS IDO-259 Wangiwangi Lighthouse
Budi YF1AR
of Wakatobi Regency. I left on March 28th
from Jakarta via Makassar as well.

This expedition to OC219 was planned as a
mini reunion for YF1AR and YB3MM who
operated together from Breueh Island
OC245 in March 2013. Initially, YC8IBD a
local operator from South East Sulawesi
province was to join but had to cancel at the
last minute. YB3MM came with his wife
YB2TET and it was to be their umpteenth
honeymoon
DXpedition
(hi…hi…).
Because of their work schedule, they left for
Wakitobi on March 26th from Surabaya via
Makassar. They stayed at Hotel Wakatobi
on Wangiwangi Island which is the capital

Upon arrival in Manahora Airport, I was
escorted by an airport employee to survey
the Waha beach condition where the
Wakatobi Lighthouse ARLHS IDO259 is
located next to a hill about 2 km from the
main road on the island. Unfortunately, the
condition on Waha beach was not suitable
for my activity, so I decided to look for
another location in Patuno beach. A perfect
location was found right on the beach at the
Patuno Resort, Wakatobi. I met with the
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manager, Mr. Sulistiyo with whom I had a
friendly conversation and explained my
intention to introduce Wakatobi to the world
via ham radio. Indirectly I would be able to
introduce the resort to the whole world
because this is where I operated from. The
Patuno Resort, Wakatobi is an international
standard resort with modern amenities and
luxurious accommodation.

weather was overcast all afternoon. On the
fourth day, propagation improved a bit, and
I logged 400 QSOs. I was praying for better
conditions ahead. The sky remained cloudy
during the day. On my last day in Wakatobi,
I only logged 200 QSOs all day long. The
first QSO was JH2CHT on 15M and the last
was RV80KEDR also on 15M.
During CQ WPX Contest, YB3MM and
YB2TET made a side trip to Kapota Island
and operated from there. Kapota is a new
island
for
the
Nusantara
Award.
Wangiwangi is the new name for
Tukangbesi Island which is no longer used.
YB8ZY also operated from Wangiwangi
then Tukangbesi.

Diving is the main attraction in Wakatobi
which is well known in the diving haven.
Mr. Sulistiyo was very receptive and gave
me a warm welcome. He even arranged for
me to use one of the rooms in the resort for
my activity gratis. In return I promised to
promote his resort and print his logo on my
QSL card and website. Please check the
resort
out
at
their
website:
www.patunoresortwakatobi.com.

On April 2nd I promptly packed my
equipment and took down the antenna. I was
ready by 8am when Adhi YB3MM and Tety
YB2TET picked me up at the resort. We left
together for the Manahora Airport and
boarded our plane back to Makassar. I
arrived in Jakarta at 16:00 local time.

YB3MM and YB2TET had made their
booking at Wakatobi Hotel in advance and
operated from a different site. After a brief
rest, I set up the equipment and antenna and
installed the vertical right in front of the
room. The antenna was positioned so that it
was above water during high tide. On the
first day of operation, propagation was
outstanding; I worked on 10, 15, 20, and
40m and logged 800 QSOs. I was elated and
hoping for another excellent propagation for
the duration of the DXpedition. However,
propagation plummeted during CQ WPX
contest and I logged only 250 QSOs during
the contest. I rested during the day, and the

My special thank you to Wakatobi Patuno
Resort for the support of this Island
DXpedition and to all of my supporters and
donors who made this activity a reality.
YF1AR/8 from Wangiwangi OC219 (and
ARLHS IDO-259) is now history. In total
1650 QSOs were made.
See ya in the pileups ……

http://www.yf1ar.com/2014/01/oc-219-tukang-besi-islands-aka-wakatobi_15.html
http://www.yb3mm.com/2014/01/wangiwangi.html
___________________________________________________________________

KH8 - DXpedition American Samoa
Ronald Stuy, PA3EWP
In late January, I was approached by Hans
DL6JGN to see if I was interested in going
to Ofu Island, OC–077, in American Samoa
with him and Günter DL2AWG. I had just

previously received two other invitations for
a DXpedition but those did not fit into my
schedule so this invitation was perfect and I
agreed to go along.
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It was a small team with three operators. The
aim was to use two stations, one of which
would be active 24 hours a day. Our focus
would be the high bands towards Europe.
For the low bands, 80 and 160m, April is too
late, so we didn’t take any antennas for these
bands. We used an Elecraft K3 and a K2 as
radios. The amplifiers were homemade, 10160 meters giving more than 500 watts. The
weight of 8kg, including power-supply, is
perfect for a DXpedition.

The boat trip to Ofu was a very special
experience. We thought we had been
through something extreme at Juan
Fernandez, but this was still a factor worse.
In a small fishing boat with waves of more
than one metre high, that is no fun. But we
survived it again. We can imagine that few
tourists go to Ofu. It's not really comfortable
to travel.
The airport is ready on Ofu for small planes,
but they cannot find any company that wants
to fly there. The runway cannot be extended
because it currently ends at the boundary of a
protected national park; the area is known
for the blue coral reefs. Once they find an
airline company we are sure there will be
slightly more tourists to the island.

We made the choice to use one callsign per
mode to avoid dupes. For me it did not
matter which call we would use but Hans
and Günter had a preference. Therefore, we
used DL6JGN for CW; DL2AWG for SSB;
and PA3EWP for digital modes. How often
they called me Günter in SSB, I do not
know, but it was very regular. Of course,
this was also the case with Günter in digital
modes. Hans was only active in CW.

The Manu’a islands have been part of
America since 1904. This group consists of
three islands: Ofu, Tau and Olosega. The
island of Ofu and Olosega are joined
together with a bridge. The total length of
these islands is about 6km and a few
kilometres wide. Only the coastal strip is
inhabited. After the coastal strip of about
100 metres the hills go almost strait up. The
population of Ofu and Olosega is approx.
400. There are two villages, which are about
6Km apart. Just getting from one village to
another takes 30 minutes cycling or
approximately 2 hours on foot. We were
located on the side of Olosega just at the
bridge.

Antennas that we used were: Spider-beam
10-20 meters, and the other bands mono
band verticals 10, 15, 20, and 12, 17, 30
meters combined on one fibre tower. For 40
meters we used a vertical. For all verticals
antennas we used one or two elevated
radials. The antennas were about 50 meters
from the beach. The location we had chosen
was almost on the beach with an
unobstructed view to the north, perfect for
Europe. No other island in KH8 has these
facilities. Behind our house a mountain rose’
after a few feet’ up to 100+ meters. So the
direction to the south was completely
blocked.

On the island there is not much to see or do.
If you like hiking there are three routes, and
that's it. Snorkelling is nice, but there are
nicer places in the world. There is not much
to do and see on these islands outside ham
radio and relaxing.

The journey was not easy: Amsterdam
(Netherlands) – Frankfurt (Germany) - Abu
Dhabi (United Arabic Emirates) - Sydney
(Australia) - Apia (Western Samoa) - Pago
Pago (American Samoa) - Tau - Ofu. The
trip from Tau to Ofu was by boat.

Arriving at Asaga Inn, we had a little more
than 1 hour of daylight. So we immediately
started assembling the antennas. We would
have one antenna ready, so we could operate
during the evening and night with one radio.
Hans and Günter started on the WARC
vertical and I started on the Spiderbeam.

It is a strange feeling that the last three
islands are on the other side of the date line,
the flight takes about half an hour, but you
arrive 23 1/2 hours earlier at your
destination!
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The first vertical was ready before dawn.
Then we started assembling the shack. We
were allowed to use the living room as there
were no other guests and they were not
expecting anyone in the coming weeks.

The QRM was even noticeable at my end
with loud signals. A few times I tried to
move a little bit higher or lower in frequency
but it was useless. (Why are those people
doing this?) I gave up and went to another
band with the idea to return in 20 minutes.
After returning to the frequency I hoped that
I wouldn’t be spotted in the Dxcluster,
otherwise the jammer would maybe return
also. But unfortunately within 1 minute the
first DX-spot was there again - luckily the
jammer stayed away so I could work a few
more stations before my sun-rise.

After dinner we were all completely
exhausted and went to sleep until the next
morning. We woke up around 05:30 before
sunrise and started assembling the antennas.
Around noon we were ready with the
antennas except the 40 meter vertical. It was
too hot to continue working outside in the
sun, the temperature rose to over 35C with
no wind and very high humidity.

I regularly switched between the Spider
Beam and a vertical; each time I came to the
conclusion that there was a difference in
signal strength. However, the signals long
path were always more readable on the
vertical even with the big mountain behind
our location.

Unfortunately, over the weekend, the
propagation on 10 and 12m was very poor to
Europe. Only a few southern European
stations were logged.
The Internet available in the shack was slow
but enabled a slow connection to the
DXcluster - but that was it from the shack,
you had to go outside to get a proper
connection.

We received regular questions on why we
only worked Germans instead of the rest of
Europe. We certainly didn’t do this
intentionally. Don’t forget that most of the
QSOs with Europe were made with
Germany, because they are the most active
amateurs of Europe!

Sunday we built the 40m antenna. During
greyline I made around 120 QSOs on 40
meters. Most stations were from Europe, but
these were Eastern Europe; Russians and
Ukrainians. During the following days I
didn’t spent too much time on 40m, I
focussed more on 30m.

Because we were logged on into the
Dxcluster most of the time, we could often
react to certain comments and announced
bands and modes we were active on. But
changing bands on request was not possible.
We needed to change antennas, switch
bandpass filters, break away from pile-ups
etc. Going QSY for a short time is not
efficient at all.

Every day there were good openings to
Europe, but still not on 10m. Southern
Europe was no problem, but there was no
propagation to the rest of Europe. Towards
the end of our stay we had nice openings to
Northern Europe. We worked a couple of
hundred stations on 10m, via long path. It
was not easy to work long path but I worked
a few friends in The Netherlands and
Belgium, they were happy for this band-slot.

Almost every day we uploaded our logs to
Club Log. Unfortunately, we had three calls
instead of one so it was difficult to take full
advantage of the available statistics. Look
at: www.clublog.org , for more very
interesting information.

Several mornings I was on 30m CW but
most stations were from Eastern Europe.
Unfortunately one time I had to abort
because the QRM on my frequency was very
heavy, almost no one could hear me.

Due to the extreme heat in the shack
(without air-conditioning) we had some
problems with the equipment. The Elecraft
K2 had problems starting up and my
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amplifier had heat problems which switched
the amplifier to standby regularly. We
solved this by removing the cover of the
power supply and blowing a fan over the
heatsink. The temperature outside was high,
up to 40C, with no wind and high humidity.
This was not pleasant.

A few times we had some problems with
connections of the antennas. All connections
were corroded in a few days and need to be
cleaned, even the PL-plugs. Luckily we had
brought silicone spray so that solved the
problem.
This time I also did some PSK, no not
PSK31 as almost everyone does, but
PSK125. This is a faster mode, even faster
than RTTY, four QSOs in a minute was no
exception, in RTTY you may sometimes be
glad if you make 3 QSO’s but the average is
2 QSO’s.

One of the evenings we were not QRV, as
we received an invitation to a barbecue in
honour of Sapo, the hotel manager’s
birthday. For us it was impossible to buy her
a nice birthday present so we decided to buy
the beer for that evening. This was very
much appreciated by everyone. Around
16:00 local time we went to the beach for the
barbecue. There were about 15 people and it
was very cozy. We also met Karla who is an
American teacher who has taught the local
students for the past two years. In the days
after this nice event we had a lot of contact
with Karla, she told us a lot about the culture
and life on the Manu’a islands.

Everything ran smoothly. Sunday afternoon
we began dismantling the Spider Beam and
40m antenna. Early Monday morning we
would leave by boat, but the last 2 verticals
would be disassembled in 1 hour so we
stayed QRV until early Monday morning.
Then we got the message that all flights to
Pago Pago from Tau were cancelled for at
least 14 days. After this message we took
down the complete station, because we
didn’t know how and when we would leave
the island. From that moment we had to look
for an alternative transportation.

The pile-ups were huge - right up to the last
day there was a big demand. The first few
days I had to listen with a spread of more
than 5 KHz, this is normally against my
principles, but I could not listen on a smaller
spectrum. The first 2 to 3 KHz was a big
mess of signals; I couldn’t copy anything
from here. Trying to copy two characters
was almost impossible. In SSB it was almost
the same situation, I had to listen 15 KHz
wide, all signals were equally strong from
Europe and I could not decode anything. In
RTTY I had to listen around 10 kHz spread.
If the pile-ups are so big, I always turn the
VFO randomly for the next QSO. Making a
second QSO on the same frequency was not
possible as the whole pile-up was calling
again on that frequency.

Sapo, our hotel manager, approached the
fisherman who had brought us from Tau to
Ofu. He wanted to sail us to Pago Pago with
his small boat for a couple of hundred
dollars more. We doubted whether it was the
boat seaworthy enough, because with such a
small boat sailing six hours on the ocean is
not really comfortable and it is a potentially
dangerous trip. But we had no choice, it was
that or stay for a few more days to wait for a
bigger boat.
The boat was not leaving until Tuesday
morning and our other two flights were
scheduled for Monday afternoon. We would
also miss our flight from Pago Pago to Apia.
Our contact person at Pago Pago told us that
this was not a problem, they would work
something out for us.

What I still do not understand is why
everyone is calling on the first 2 kHz and
not higher. Listening for clues in a pile-up is
very important. If a DX station says he is
listening from 5 to 10 UP it says that he
listens also in between! Why does
everybody call on 5 or 10 UP?

22
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The island rises two meters above high tide.
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The QSL
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The QSL card

Approaching Kapota Island
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L-R: Adhi YB3MM & Budi YF1AR

YB3MM operating from Wakatobi hotel

Yagi on Wakatobi hotel roof
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Sailing between Tau and Ofu

Arrival on Tau Island
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Ofu Island, the view South

10, 15 and 20m vertical

Spiderbeam beaming North
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VP8HF South Sandwich 1964: Part 1 (Page 24)

The full setup: Tents in the background. Lower left are batteries and 62 set, top centre is Swan SSB
transceiver, Heathkit RA1, 612 power & control unit on top of desk underneath which drawers for spares &
cables & G3LGK keyer. Paddle screwed to desk top. Heatkit VFO, Olympic ‘Z’ match coupler with small
power supply for control relays, Heathkit DX40, 612 aerial tuning and matching unit and at the bottom 612
transmitter. Cables off to the right going to antenna.
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Giving “Jennie” some juice. Black splashes on the tent (lower right) caused when sump
oil cap came off while engine was running

Presentation to Ken Randall VP8HF G3RFH
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So we had to stay one more night on Ofu.
We then quickly put up one vertical antenna
and one radio was connected so we could
make some more QSO’s in the afternoon
and evening. Early that evening we were
told that we were sailing at 04.00 and we
had to bring our luggage to the boat now.
From that moment we went flat out and
packed all the equipment. We still made 600
additional QSOs in this short time.

looked for alternative flights via Hawaii.
While we were negotiating with the Hawaii
travel agency Günter came in the office and
made the announcement that we were on the
last flight that day. So we had still our
original connection to Europe via Australia
and UAE. That was a big relief. We went to
the shop and bought a nice cold beer.
The evening in Apia we met a friend of ours;
Atsuo 5W1AS and his wife. This was one
day later than planned. Instead of one and a
half days in Apia we now had only 10 hours.
At 03:00 we had to wake up again for our
flight to Australia at 06:00. At least we made
home it to Europe in time, but it cost us a lot
of additional money which was not
budgeted.

Our goal was to focus on the higher band
and we succeeded. The number of
Europeans in the log was 42 %, with North
America 30 % and Asia 25 %.
We woke up at 0300 hours and went to the
port for departure around 0400. We were all
apprehensive about how this might go, but
fortunately the sea was very calm. After 6
hours of sailing we arrived at the
destination. Arriving at Pago Pago, we were
told that all flights for that day were fully
booked and we were on the waiting list
(yesterday the travel company told us
something else &@!^$).

We especially want to thank our sponsors
for their support:
GDXF (German DX Foundation), EUDXF
(European DX Foundation), CDXC
(Chiltern DX Club), GMDX group,
Clipperton DX Club, all the individual
sponsors and not to forget Wolfgang
DM2AUJ for loaning the Spider Beam.

We had almost given up hope and were
working on alternative flights (searching the
internet, calling to Australia, United States
and so on). It was not possible to rebook our
flight to Europe because we rescheduled it
within 24 hours, so we had to rebook all
flights again. We had few options - we
would arrive home at least 4 days late. We

Mode/
Band
CW
SSB
RTTY
PSK125
Total

Plans for the next DXpedition are already
forged, in the following months we will
work on the details. We hope to meet you in
another pile-up from another semi/rare
DXCC country.

40
390
0
0
0

30
1,318
0
267
0

20
190
1,533
1,086
1

17
1,889
1,946
31
51

15
1,918
2,487
1,114
52

12
3,054
1,251
607
75

10
2,660
1,297
479
42

390

1,585

2,810

3,917

5,571

4,987

4,478
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Total
11,419
8,514
3,584
221
23,738

SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS DXPEDITION - MARCH 1964
or: TALES OF A HAM SANDWICH (part 1)
Ken Randall VP8HF G3RFH
Many must be the readers who have dreamt
of a DXotic callsign on some DXotic island
with the pack in full cry chasing a much
needed QSO for some certificate or other,
but very few ever live to achieve this pipe
dream. I was fortunate in that I already had
the DXotic callsign albeit /MM and the ship
I was on - HMS Protector - visited some
pretty DXotic places on the bottom of the
world.

rated at 40 watts output on CW working
from 24 volt batteries and was an entirely
self-contained station complete with petrol
engined battery charger. When this
equipment arrived on board at Portsmouth
no other members of the radio staff had ever
seen one before except the Radio Supervisor
(me!) and I immediately offered my services
as the base station radio operator with a
view to using the equipment on 40 metres
outside the Naval sked times. (Hence all the
speculation on the state of 40 metres for DX
in last December’s magazines!)

It was about June of last year (1963) when
mention was made of the 'South Sandwich
Islands' and having seen something in a DX
column about South Sandwich being one of
the most needed places in the world by
leading DXers rather more than the usual
cursory interest in the ships' programme was
aroused. It appeared that the hydrographers
wanted a full scale survey of those islands
which lie about 2 000 miles southwest of
Cape Town and about 2 500 miles east of
Cape Horn. Very little was known about the
South Sandwich group and there was
certainly some doubt as to the exact position
of them.

At this time the only source of power was
going to be from the 24 volt batteries
supplied with the 612 but about two days
before the operation commenced it was
learnt that the scientists were bringing a
7Kva 230 volt AC generator with them and
that there would be bags of power for
anything else! However there were one or
two things that happened long before this
stage was reached.
Way back in December it had become
obvious from the many queries I was
receiving on the air that there was a great
deal of interest in the proposed South
Sandwich expedition and in QSO with
GW3AHN an offer was made of the loan of
a Hammarlund HX50 TX. This had to be
declined due to power supply problems.
However, a short time later in QSO with
W2BXA an offer was made of the loan of a
battery operated SSB transceiver from
Hammarlund in New York and later a QSO
was made with Stuart W2GHK President of
Hammarlund and he confirmed that this
equipment could be made available
complete with a Hy-Gain 3 element 20
metre beam and all would be flown to
Montevideo where the ship was calling at

As well as putting parties ashore for a day
or so there was to be a main party put ashore
on Candlemas Island, the third one down in
the group and they would stay there for a
period of about three weeks. This was going
to be the most useful island to the scientists,
and much importance was placed on this
part of the project.
The ship was going to be visiting all the
other islands in the group and as this would
entail being around 160 miles south of
Candlemas for about a week the usual 62 set
would not be very reliable especially during
the day. (62 set or 622 is a portable set of
limited HF range and only 10 watts output).
So a request was sent off for a Naval type
612 transportable wireless outfit, it being
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the end of January. He explained that
Hammarlund did not make any battery
powered Ham equipment but that they had a
Swan single band SSB/CW transceiver
modified to work split frequency using front
panel plug-in crystals for TX and variable
receive. With a power of 80 watts output
this seemed ideal for the purpose. This was
quite overwhelming but was eagerly
accepted as it became obvious that with this
equipment the expedition would be able to
fire off some big guns!

one of the most active volcanoes in the
group and should it start to erupt then the
party would have to be evacuated at very
short notice! Permission was therefore
gladly given for the extra equipment to go
ashore.
On 6th March 1964 at 7 a.m. local time the
ship arrived off Candlemas Island in about
30 knots of sub-zero wind and moderate
seas. The island was about 4 miles away
looking very bleak and uninviting indeed.
Roughly the island is almost egg shaped
with the small end of the egg to the north
and the fat piece to the south. On the
northern peninsula was situated the active
volcano emitting clouds of smoke and
sulphur fumes. On the southern end was a 3
000ft mountain capped with snow and ice
and rising up sheer from a flat plateau.about
80ft above sea level which connected with
the volcano.

After a false start the equipment duly
arrived; it was unpacked and checked and
found to be all in order. The first night at
sea from Montevideo saw VP8HF/MM on
SSB for the first time. Regular contact was
maintained with the gang in New York and
New Jersey and plans went ahead anew for
the expedition. Hammarlunds' 'DXpedition
of the Month' were going to handle all the
QSLs with the help of the North Jersey DX
Association which has 36 members most of
whom have been worked by now either
from South Sandwich or /MM.

The whole island measured about 4 miles
long by about 2 miles across. The campsite
was chosen to give as much shelter as
possible from the prevailing high southwesterly winds characteristic of the
Antarctic. With this in mind the camp was
established at the foot of the 3,000ft
mountain about half a mile from the volcano
and situated in a small gully between two
hillocks. The gully was obviously a river
when the glacier behind thawed in summer
but at this time of year it was practically dry
and the glacier firmly frozen.

The week before the expedition was due to
take place saw much frenzied activity on
board visits to various workshops to get
'little jobs done’ cadging various bits and
pieces from stores and in general getting
everything together. Unfortunately during
tests the Naval 612 equipment now decided
to go US. After a comparatively short time
though the transmitter and power unit were
repaired but it appeared that the HF receiver
type B46 had gone completely out of
alignment and insufficient information was
held on board to carry out a re-alignment.
So it was decided that a 62 set would be
taken and used as a receiver only.

The party consisted of three scientists (one
of whom was a volcanologist) five Royal
Marines and myself. Altogether eight tents
were erected including one which was used
as a biological insect hatchery-darkroomcum-laboratory. One three-man tent was
assigned as the radio tent and all the
equipment was set up and consisted of the
following: Naval 612 transmitter and 62 set,
Swan
sideband
transceiver
with
transistorised power unit, Heathkit DX40U
and VF1U and 'Z' match coupler, Heathkit
receiver RA-I and a G3LGK designed
valved el-keyer built by myself to the article

It was at this time that news of the AC
generator was received and when the night
before the party was due to be landed it was
said that the 612 would work OK but might
be unreliable I offered to take my own
amateur equipment ashore working off AC.
Good communications with Candlemas
Island were essential as the island possessed
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in Shortwave Magazine December 1962.
Power supplies consisted of four 6 volt 150
ampere hour batteries and a petrol engined
charger just outside the tent. AC power was
taken from the scientists’ generator.

hauled from its case and a three hour chase
began and ended when the contacts of the
sliding switches of the band change
mechanism had been bent to make proper
contact. All was now well except that there
was no AC! Use was made therefore of the
Swan sideband rig on SSB only for the next
five days as by now the ship was coming
north to fix the generator.

Antennae consisted at first a 36ft whip for
the 612 but work started that afternoon on
the assembly of the beam with the
assistance of one of the Marines.
Unfortunately just before completion of this
work a blizzard started to blow and all
further outside work had to be abandoned
until next day.

However back to the first evening on the air.
The DX40 was experimentally tuned up
using the 36ft whip which had been sited
about 20 yards away almost on the top of
the nearest hillock. A good match was
obtained with an SWR of about 2:1 and it
was decided to give 20 metres a trial just to
let the boys know that VP8HF had arrived.

It had been arranged to use two frequencies
for working the ship - a primary 4212 Kcs
and in case of propagation or equipment
difficulties a secondary 3505 Kcs. This
latter frequency was chosen so that the
DX40 could be used in the event of failure
of the 612. With an
'I knew this would happen' expression it was
discovered that the 612 did not want to
function and so the DX40 was tuned up on
3505 Kcs using the 36ft whip antenna and
contact finally made with the ship at about
four in the afternoon. It then became evident
that during daylight hours as the ship
proceeded further southward that 3 Mcs was
not going to be much use and so it was
decided to use 7 Mcs for the two daytime
skeds and 3 Mcs for the early morning and
late evening skeds.

At 2250 GMT the first QSO was made with
W2MJ swapping 569/559 reports. This was
not very good though the signal was getting
out but after working seven more W's and
not getting very good reports I decided to go
QRT until a proper antenna could be rigged.
Just at this point the el-keyer ceased to
function. (Thoughts of hammering away on
the straight key for three weeks quickly
prompted investigation!) The defect which
occurred about once a day afterwards was
caused by lava dust being blown into the
tent and clogging up the relay contacts. The
keyer was built on a panel and open chassis
(no cover) and so was fully exposed to this
dust.
<

During these tests it was found that the 612
functioned perfectly on 7 Mcs this being the
top band of the frequency range of the TX
but not on the other two bands. However
following events made further investigation
of this defect essential. On the fourth day at
about five in the afternoon the AC generator
suddenly gave a loud groan as though a
heavy load had been placed on it which in
fact it had not. It quickly returned to normal
but 20 minutes later it stopped completely
and on inspection was found to be locked
solid. All our efforts at freeing it were of no
avail. Even after consultation with the ships'
engineers the engine still remained seized
and so the defective 612 transmitter was

A fairly good night's sleep was had after
some discussion as to what happens just
before a volcano erupts. The volcanologist
in the party was consulted and he put our
minds at rest by saying it would not erupt
that night!
A bad start was made next morning by
oversleeping and missing the first (0800)
sked with the ship. The wind had dropped to
a breeze although it was still extremely cold.
Work was completed on the beam and the
mast, the latter being made of 1 inch
aluminium tubes. With two sets of three
guys everything was made ready for the
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erection. The enlistment of a further Marine
completed the erection party and pretty soon
the beam was on its way up to a height of 18
feet.

normal 75 ohm. Matching was perfect
however reception was still down compared
to the 36ft whip. So the next day the dipole
was brought down and the measurements
checked. To my amazement it was found to
be two and a half feet too long! How on
earth this had happened is still a mystery but
the error was quickly put right and the
antenna re-hoisted. It was suspended
between the 36ft whip and an 18ft mast
made of some of the aluminium tubes bent
straight with the help of a sledge hammer!

Unfortunately, when it was about 10 feet up,
the mast buckled and the whole assemblage
crumpled to the ground, the mast looking as
if it had been frightened by a snake!
Refusing to give up the mast base and the
only straight section of aluminium tubing
left were moved clear of the tents and the
beam was then successfully raised to a
height of 6 feet! Quickly connecting up the
coax to the DX40 a perfect match was
obtained and the beam pointed toward
Europe according to the great circle map
which had been drawn from a globe at the
ionospheric station in the Falkland Isles.

Reception was very much improved and
soon many QSOs were being made but after
two and a half hours of continuous
operating the RA-I blew a fuse! The
opportunity was taken to shift over to SSB
and the Swan transistorised power unit was
soon buzzing away happily. However 20
minutes of calling were to elapse before the
first SSB QSO of that evening. This was the
best night of the whole period (the 20 metre
band staying open to the States until 0339
GMT) and produced the best DX KL7PI on
CW and about one hour later on SSB. And
so in two days 315 QSOs had been made.
This was not a foretaste of things to come as
will be seen later. On March 9 20 metres
was very quiet and CR6FY was the only
QSO on CW although South Americans
could be heard during the day.

A 599 report was received from VP8GQ
(Signy Island South Shetlands) and so the
beam was rotated (by Armstrong) a further
90 degrees clockwise but this resulted in
another 599 from LU6DJX in Buenos Aires!
So the beam was left where it was and most
of Europe was worked that evening DJ1BZ being the first and G3LGW the first
G.
Later the States were worked but reports
were very much down on what they should
have been and reception was also down
compared with the 36ft whip. The beam was
pointed in various directions but no evident
difference was noticed. After 172 QSOs it
was decided to go QRT and rig a dipole the
next morning. Luckily a coil of insulated
wire had been thrown into a satchel just
before leaving the ship and it came in very
handy indeed.

.
It was during this quiet period that reflection
was made on the operating standards
encountered so far. Even though 'Pse call up
10' was repeatedly made in all CQ calls
there were still the odd few who insisted on
calling on my transmitting frequency. Most
annoying of all were the many stations who
were calling who obviously could not hear
VP8HF and after giving them usually good
reports 3 or even 4 times they were ignored.
They made it difficult to copy stations who
could hear VP8HF and led to quite a show
of bad manners on CW. On SSB things
were a little more sophisticated and great
patience was shown by most operators. One
W however caught it in the neck from
another W when he called after a report had
been given to W1ISQ and was waiting for

Having only a wooden one-foot ruler the
task of measuring out the lengths of wire for
the dipole took a little longer than usual, but
the antenna was made using a set of
insulating links at each end and a broken
link with holes drilled at each end for the
centre piece. The only coax available was
50 ohm but there not being an electronics
store nearby this was used in lieu of the
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his report. This highly amusing incident was
indeed a break from the monotonous reports
and callsigns. (Ed: Haven’t things
changed!)

number of SSB QSOs and as vast amounts
of time were being wasted in trying to clear
interference.
The cure was a temporary change to CW.
No contact was made with any Far East
station VK, ZL or ZS. It is thought that the
mountain immediately behind the camp had
something to do with this and 20 metres was
monitored every hour for a solid 24 hours to
try and find the ZS boys but without
success. A YE operator coming in at 5 & 6
on SSB tried to patch through VK5AB but
there was nothing coming in from that
direction at all and all efforts at a QSO in
that area met with failure. By March 12 the
batteries were getting low and 3 ZS6's and 2
CR6's were worked making the first
contacts with ZS. The remainder of that
evening and night was spent in charging
batteries although the band was monitored
occasionally almost no signals were
received.

The weather around the camp up until now
had been quite pleasant bearing in mind the
area of the world in which it was situated.
The volcano was smoking continuously and
the glacier behind us thawed for about two
hours daily long enough for the fresh water
supplies to be replenished.
After the AC generator had seized I decided
that I would only take to the air when the
band was open so as to save the batteries.
Although many Gs were heard on 20 metres
SSB 5 & 8 no QSO could be made with
them and in fact it was a very poor night
altogether and only ON4DY made it on SSB
with absolute silence from the States. After
a rather stormy night on the 10th with two
inches of snow and gale force winds, all
mast and whip aerial guys were checked and
found still secure. Generally conditions on
20 metres were extremely poor and the
Europeans could be heard for about two
hours before the first one was contacted
each day. The pattern was beginning to
develop and it became evident that Europe
could be worked on 20 metres from about
1800 GMT to about 2000 GMT and at a
much faster rate than the Ws – probably due
to less QRM from fewer stations calling at
once. The States came through from about
2100 GMT to any time around 0100 to 0200
GMT depending on the state of the band
but on a couple of occasions no W stations
were heard at all. Very heavy QRM was
experienced from South Americans on the
transmitting frequency and particularly on
SSB; they seemed to follow VP8HF and sit
right on the frequency despite polite appeals
in English and, one suspects, not so polite
appeals in Spanish from sympathetic South
Americans. This caused a great drop in the

On Friday March 13th HMS Protector
visited Candlemas Island and the defective
generator was lifted by helicopter to the ship
where an engine change was carried out
during the night.
Only 50 QSOs with Stateside were made
that evening one of them being W2GHK
who had loaned the SSB equipment for the
expedition. I was very relieved to make this
QSO as it would have been extremely
embarrassing to have had to report no QSO
with the major benefactor! A contest of
some sort commenced at 0001 GMT and
after working just one station at 0001 GMT
no other QSOs were made after this time
despite repeated calling and plenty of Ws
coming in at good strength. Perhaps they
just didn't want South Sandwich in the
contest!
To be concluded in the September Digest

28

The IOTA Regional Awards
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
Island chasing strategies

It happened by chance. I discovered IOTA
on returning to amateur radio activity
following an absence of 20 years, after the
children had left home. IOTA awards were
not even in existence when I cut my teeth on
HF operations whilst at school. Gradually as
I re-engaged in HF, I worked an increasing
number island groups and the main
features
of
the
IOTA
award
programme emerged.

One starter approach is to try to work
every IOTA station heard. However, this
approach can rapidly disappoint a modest
station - it certainly did for me. I then
realised that the awards for more local
IOTAs were potentially much more
likely to be achievable within a
reasonable time than those requiring
more difficult DX contacts across the
world. This is not to say that, should
DX stations be encountered, they should
not be worked. But the pursuit of DX
IOTAs can be more relaxed, particularly if
operating time has to be balanced with
family activities and other interests.

Make contacts with stations
operating on islands, including
DXpeditions;
Collect confirmation QSL cards;
Complete an award application
and gain the certificate.

In practice, pragmatic priorities will
emerge. For example, for UK stations
British Isles and Europe awards are the
most accessible. All of the qualifying
islands in each of these two categories
can usually be contacted on just one band,
20m. So, should you have antenna
constraints, concentrating on this band will
still yield reasonable progress. Adding say
40m will make progress more rapid. Multiband antennas will give access to further
bands, assuming that conditions provide
propagation. The more bands activated, the
faster progress is likely to be although there
will be 'diminishing returns'.

Is it really that easy? Well, yes and no! A
strength of the IOTA programme is its
broad range of certificates. The IOTA
awards
begin
with
100
island
confirmations, including at least one from
each of the seven continents, rising to the
ultimate IOTA Trophy for 1000 IOTA
groups confirmed, However, if you have
only a modest set up, say 100 watts to a
dipole, once you have obtained the basic
100 Islands certificate and it gets
progressively harder to achieve the 200,
300 etc. level, there are other IOTA
awards 'closer to home' that present a
more realistic challenge. These are the
IOTA Regional certificates and for UK
stations the British Isles and the Europe
awards are the ones to aim for. Awards are
also available for each of the other
continents, so if you .are an IOTA chaser
in another part of the world you can target
your own continent or another IOTA
niche interest such as Arctic Islands or the
West Indies.

Making contacts close to home can
sometimes prove problematic depending on
your location and the target island group.
Typical propagation skip encountered on 20
and 40m can have dead zones closest to the
island location. However, in my experience,
patience and persistence can identify
favourable skip variations, particularly in
the summer months. It may be just a matter
of timing, in the day or by the time of year.
Even on 20m I have encountered 'ultra-short
skip', for example from Caldey Island,
GB4CI, to my home in Rutland, a
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distance of only 291km for a contact
with EU-124.

Summit where custom IOTA
options report stations with IOTA
identifying data, e.g. NA-105;
The RSGB IOTA website listing
IOTA
stations
'activations
expected now' based on published
dates and call-signs and allowing
display of any current Cluster
spots.

Less frequently activated islands
If there are just a few IOTAs required to
complete your required QSOs, there is
another option: to activate a wanted island
yourself. IOTA rules permit island chasers
to claim credit for their home callsign for
islands they have activated. My claims
include the Shiant Islands (EU-112) which
I activated with Grantham Radio Club
(GSOGRC/P) i n 2 0 0 7 and C h r i s t m a s
I s l a n d (OC-024) with the Five Star
DXers Association, FSDXA (T32C) in
2011.

Taking research
information into
account allows you to review a station's
planned activation by time, mode and
band. This will enable you to judge where
and when to listen. Watching or just
checking the DX Cluster periodically will
alert you to the reality. If you listen on an
expected frequency you may just be able
to make an early QSO before the pile-up
descends on the IOTA station and thus
avoid making your contact much more
difficult!

Make faster progress
Should IOTA hunters just wait for IOTA
activations to turn up on the bands? They
could. However, for maximum progress
and more fun you can take a more proactive
approach
involving
some
research. In these days of widespread
Internet access there is a lot of
information available on upcoming
IOTA activations on the web. If you are
not on the Internet you will be denied
these helping hands! Sources include:

Have I worked that particular IOTA
or not?
To enable you to focus on wanted
islands, it is necessary to keep some sort
of record. This might be spreadsheetbased or perhaps a feature of your
logging program. You need to be able to
distinguish between those contacts for
which you have a QSL and contacts for
which you do not. If the island has already
been worked but a QSL is awaited, you
may wish to make an 'insurance' QSO.
Keeping a record also allows you to
measure your pro gre s s towards your
target and helps sustain energy and
enthusiasm. It will also tell you when you
can consider making your award claim
when the 75% qualification level has
been reached. When your list is fairly full
you can replace it with a shorter one
containing only those i s l a n d s still
wanted.

For overall planning purposes,
personal research and notes
gathered from DX newsletters,
supplemented by radio magazines
(such as RadCom, the CDXC
Digest etc.) and discussions at
convention events.
For medium and long term plans,
DX newsletters such as:
425 DX News - weekly by e-mail,
free of charge;
The Daily DX - by e-mail,
subscription required;
The RSGB IOTA website
listing 'calendar of activations
expected soon'.
For the immediate and short term:
DX Cluster sites such as the DX

Is there not more that I can do?
You might consider:
Preferred
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frequencies:

IOTA

activations have a number of
'preferred'
frequencies.
Most
modern transceivers allow you to
store these preferred frequencies
in memories, thus making the
task of reviewing them easier
each time you switch on.
Manually reviewing them is still a
good alternative.
Take care with the QSLs that
you receive: Besides filing and
storing cards carefully, you must
ensure that your incoming IOTA
cards comply with strict IOTA
QSL requirements. The key here is
that cards must have the activating
callsign and the island name
printed on them. Alternatively the
island name can be printed on the
QSL label if one is used. Note that
hand-written QSL annotations are
not accepted.
The
RSGB
IOTA
Contest:
Annually, on the last full weekend
in July, the IOTA Contest provides
an unrivalled opportunity to make
contacts
with
your
wanted
IOTAs. In addition, as long as the
island station submits a contest
log, QSOs also provide a
confirmation which can be used
as evidence to support your IOTA
application avoiding the necessity
of obtaining a QSL.
Hone your general DX operating
skills: Breaking the IOTA station
pile-up can often be difficult. The
RSGB's Amateur Radio Operating
Manual [1], The ARRL Operating
Manual [2], and relevant articles
in RadCom [3, 4], QST[5] etc may
get you thinking of improvements
you can make. Then practice
them on the bands whenever you

get a chance.
Mix your modes: If you are
currently a single-mode operator,
consider making an exception for
your most sought-after IOTAs. If a
wanted
one
is
operating
exclusively on another mode then
consider making a contact on that
mode too.
Note that it is possible to make your IOTA
claim for endorsement by mode and also by
HF and VHF (6m and up) separately. So, if
you exhaust your HF interest you can then
turn your focus to the higher bands.
I hope that this short article may have
alerted you to potential participation
opportunities in the IOTA programme that
you have not considered before. Modestlyequipped stations can compete with the
biggest by pursuing their local certificates,
adding an interesting and entertaining
aspect to their amateur radio activities.
Good luck and great IOTA DX!
73 Gordon, G3USR
REFERENCES
[1] The Amateur Radio Operating
Manual, 6th Edition, Don Field, G3XTT,
RSGB.
[2] The ARRL Operating Manual, 9th
Edition, ARRL.
[3] 'Pile-up Busting’, Steve TeleniusLowe, 9M6DXX, RadCom, June 2006
[4] 'Read My Mind', Gordon
Rolland, G3USR RadCom,
February 2008.
[5] 'Some Tips for the New DXer',
Frank C Getz, N3FG, QST, September
2008.

Note: This article is based on one that was originally published in the RSGB IOTA Directory
(2009 Edition) which is copyright of the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) and those
elements are reproduced with their kind permission.
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The LF Challenge – 2014 Results
Bob Barden, MD0CCE – Awards Manager
CDXC is pleased to announce the results of the 2014 LF Challenge:
Award

Winner

DXCCs

160m

80m

40m

st

M0IKW

152

0

32

129

nd

G3SJJ

128

2

36

109

rd

3 place: Salver

ZL2IFB

108

0

14

108

Highest 160m: Salver

LA8AW

Highest 80m: Salver

G5LP

Highest 40m: Salver

M0IKW

1 place: Penallt Trophy + Salver
2 place: Tindle Cup + Salver

29
63
129

Certificates of Merit
4th place overall

G5LP

97

0

63

85

5th place overall

PJ4DX

88

0

7

86

6th place overall

5B4AIF

76

28

39

74

7th place overall

G3XTT

75

0

47

53

8th place overall

G0ORC

65

0

40

53

9th place overall

GM0FGI

65

0

23

64

G3LHJ

62

1

15

61

10th place overall

Activity and interest in the Challenge remained strong again this year, with more than fifty
stations participating by posting their scores on the Club Log LF Challenge page. Stations in the
top ten came from five DXCCs on four continents. The number of DXCCs worked on LF rose
this year versus last year, and once again 40M was (unsurprisingly) the band that produced the
winning results. A quick comparison with last year’s DXCCs worked shows:
2014

2013

DXCCs

152

125

160m

29

55

80m

63

71

40m

129

117

Trophies and salvers will be awarded at the CDXC AGM and Summer Social in
July. Certificates will be emailed to recipients shortly. Full results are available at
www.clublog.org/lfchallenge.php. Congratulations to all the winners!
73 Bob, MD0CCE
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[Following the announcement of these results on the CDXC Reflector, runner up Chris, G3SJJ
posted a report on his LF Challenge experience. I asked the first and third place members to tell
their stories and all three are reproduced below. It shows their dedication, and their differences
in approach. Ed.]
From the overall winner Gary, M0IKW
I would like to thank Chris G3SJJ for his
kind words regarding this year’s LF
Challenge win (Ed. see below). Also a big
thank you to Michael and the team at Club
Log, who provide a great service with daily
log updates during the Challenge. The LF
Challenge is great fun and I urge other
members to take part; a couple of hours per
evening during the month will prove fruitful
and very rewarding.

an S-point over the dipoles, thus a win-win
for the late night DX.
I use DX4WIN as my logging program with
the VE7CC as my main cluster program
connected to G7VJR-5 node of course; I
find this program and its filters easy to use
and very reliable with connection via port
local host 7300. I created a new log file in
DX4WIN (merged into my main log after
the end of the LF challenge) and the cluster
screen then lights up yellow with new ones.
Then let the program and cluster do the rest,
with the appropriate filters and alarms set up
for LF.
The credit for all my software and program
setup has to go to a good friend of mine
Dave, G0VXE who will be attending the
Summer Social with me.

My strategy was quite simple; I decided to
mop up the UK during daylight hours then
turn my attention to EU as the LF bands
change at SS. Then from 21:00 onwards, as
we all know, LF gives great results for all
kinds of DX during the long periods of
darkness. The possibilities to work great DX
from simple wire antennas are endless.
My own antennas for LF are quite modest to
say the least, a cut Dipole for 40-80m and a
Homebrew quarter-wave vertical 30m. I
have recently added a quarter-wave vertical
for 40m as they are quite simple to put
together using fishing poles and scraps of
tubing we all have lying around. I find from
around midnight the vertical gives at least

I hope these few words will encourage more
members to take part and will be of some
use in your the endeavours of next year’s LF
Challenge. I hope to see you all on the
leader boards next year and of course for the
HF Challenge in September...
73 Gary M0IKW

From Second place Chris, G3SJJ
Firstly congratulations to Gary, M0IKW
who put a lot of effort in and deserves to
win. I was well out in front for the first two
weeks and thought I was going to coast
home, then Gary overtook me and I never
caught up. I was OK whilst propagation
peaked in the late evenings up to 2300 and
mornings from 0600, but I began to find
very few new DXCCs during those times. I

suspected that Gary was on the bands
between 0000 and 0500, which I just
couldn't manage. I needed my sleep to be
awake and alert in the day/evenings for nonradio stuff.
I used the same Excel spreadsheet as in
previous years to track DXCCs and to
compare with past efforts. I also had the
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RBN running with filtering for 160/80/40
selected, which was split screen with the
DX Cluster and used in combo with
trawling the 3 bands on the K3. Several
times I found new ones whilst away from
the shack using my laptop with RBN and
Cluster setup! 40m SSB and CW were the
most productive with some nice DXy QSOs.
My two phased verticals performed very
well and occasionally I was asked to do an
East /West switch for comparison. That
always drew surprised comments and the
amazing front to back ratio. I had also
changed my headset to a Yamaha CM50
and that also produced many good
comments. Of course CW is my main and
preferred mode so not surprising that the
majority of QSOs were on that mode. The
worst band slot was 80m SSB. I guess no
more comment needed!

On 80m I use a dipole at around 60ft over
heavy clay soil. Over the winter I had a 66ft
scaffold tube type vertical but that came
down in January. Interesting that the failure
mode was due to the heavy rains we had
experienced; one of the stakes slid cleanly
out of the saturated ground. I have jumpers
in the 80m dipole to make it into a 160m
dipole but without the 80m vertical I
decided to keep the 80m going and forego
160m.
It was great fun and well worth the effort. I
note my antipodean friend Gaza ZL2iFB
came a close third. He was also often
around and we chatted several times.
Now trying to get back into chatting to
friends around the world on the HF bands,
CW of course!
73 Chris G3SJJ

From Third place Gary, ZL2IFB
My home office/shack window looks out
onto a row of big old pine trees, about 25 to
30m tall and 100m away. For a few years
I’ve been using an 80m inverted-vee dipole
hanging from a convenient and strong side
branch about 20m up, while I’ve slowly
been trimming lower side branches out of
the way in order to put up other LF
antennas. On 40m, I’ve made do with a
quarter-wave wire vertical on a roach pole
lashed to a fence pole, with some wire mesh
deer netting as a ground plane. A few
months ago I strung up a full-wave wire
loop for 40m between two fir trees in a
North-South plane: the loop is hot compared
to the lash-up vertical, so, in preparation for
the CDXC LF Challenge, I decided to use
an 80m loop as well. On the last day of
February I finally found the time to build
the loop. Using a crossbow, I successfully
launched a fishing line over a high branch
on another fir tree and hauled up a rope just

as darkness descended, leaving me no time
to erect the new antenna before the off.
Things went well for the first few days of
the Challenge but then Murphy struck: a
passing storm lodged the new rope firmly in
the tight gaps between pine cones and
branches. No amount of pulling by hand
would dislodge it, putting paid to my
cunning plans to replace the inverted-vee
with the 80m loop.
As it turned out, conditions weren’t bad on
40m. I quite enjoy the band now that the
broadcasters have mostly gone. Down here
in the South Pacific, however, we suffer
daily interference from pirate fishermen and
villagers in the area of Indonesia, chatting
away amongst themselves on SSB in the
CW portions of the LF bands. The K3’s
legendary receiver does a good job at
removing the worst of the QRM although I
find listening to narrow ~50Hz slices of the
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band over long periods more tiring than
with the filters opened to 2kHz or more.

side. Luckily my hilltop QTH in rural New
Zealand has a low noise floor which is great
so long as the pirates aren’t around. I do
pretty well with the KPA500 amplifier
although a full kilowatt would make it
easier to break through the EU and
American pileups that invariably descend on
juicy morsels of DX as soon as they are
spotted these days.
On balance, the
lightning-fast silent QSK and no-tune setup
compensates for the lack of raw power, so
long as I’m not in a hurry. Persistence
works for me.

My daily routine involves getting up just
before dawn for 2 or 3 hours’ clusterassisted DXing, and another 2-3 hours rumassisted DXing at dusk, except when work
deadlines intrude towards the end of every
month. DXing here in ZL is different to
DXing in Europe, but still a challenge …
which makes it fun. I wouldn’t enjoy it if it
was too easy!
We’re a long way from
almost everywhere.
In our watery
hemisphere, only ZL, VK, YB, DU and
KH6 have substantial permanent amateur
populations, apart from a few loners (such
as V73NS) and occasional visitors to some
of the Pacific islands or the Antarctic. JA,
BY and the Americas are mostly beyond the
rim of the visible hemisphere, while Africa,
Asia and Europe are definitely on the far

Thanks to everyone who worked me in the
Challenge. I literally couldn’t have done it
without you.
73, Gary ZL2iFB
[aka Gazza, not Gaza as ‘SJJ spelt it!]

Announcing the CDXC 2014 HF Challenge
When:

00:01 GMT 1st September 2014 to 23:59 GMT 30th September 2014

Bands:

15m, 12m, 10m and 6m only

Modes:

Any permitted within your licence

Scoring:

Each DXCC entity scores one point and is counted only once no matter how many
times worked or on how many bands or modes. The station with the most points
wins.

Awards:

Overall winner: Hinson Trophy + Salver
Runner-up:

Chairman’s Cup +Salver

Third Place:

Salver

Band Winners: Salver
4th to 10th place: Certificate of Merit
Rules:

www.cdxc.org.uk and follow link to HF Challenge from ‘CDXC Awards’
PLEASE READ THE RULES BEFORE THE 1st SEPTEMBER!
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CDXC DX Marathon Challenge Update
Bob Barden, MD0CCE – Awards Manager
The CDXC DX Marathon Challenge 2014 is
now almost half over, with very impressive
scores already posted on Club Log. Under
the rules, all contestants must post their logs
to Club Log four times during the year, with
the first mandatory posting in the July –
August – September window.

time include certain stations in 5A, 9Q, and
EZ. The CDXC DX Marathon Challenge
will stay aligned, as much as possible, with
validity as announced by the DXCC desk.
Is it possible to submit a paper log for an
entry? – No, all logs must be uploaded to
Club Log, and the CDXC DX Marathon
Challenge entry activated to participate in
the Challenge.

The trophies to be awarded, shown on the
photo pages, will be available for inspection
at the CDXC AGM/Summer Social in July.
The trophies for overall winner, highest
SSB and highest CW entries have very
kindly been sponsored by CDXC, Neville,
G3NUG and Michael, G7VJR respectively.

Do winners get to keep the trophies? –
The main trophies, shown above, are
“travelling trophies” and must be returned
by May 15th of each year so that the next
year’s winner can be engraved on the trophy
base and presented at the following AGM.
Each trophy winner will also receive a
salver to keep permanently.

A number of questions have been received
during the first six months of the Challenge
and it may be helpful to post a summary of
the answers.

Can one person win more than one of the
main trophies? – In keeping with other
similar competitions (e.g., CQ Marathon)
each participant can win only one major
trophy per year. In the event that a
participant has the highest score in multiple
categories, the highest score will be used to
determine which trophy is presented.

FAQs
For calculating totals, do entities other
than DXCCs count (for example, entities
that count in CQ WW but not DXCC)? –
Only DXCC entities count for the CDXC
DX Marathon Challenge.
Do all QSOs with DXCC entities count
for the CDXC DX Marathon Challenge?
– QSOs with stations that are known to not
count for DXCC do not count towards totals
for the CDXC DX Marathon Challenge.
For example, stations that are active on the
air but that do not count for DXCC at this

Please remember to post the first mandatory
Club Log upload during the July – August –
September timeframe. Good luck to all!
73 Bob, MD0CCE
Awards Manager
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The CDXC Yahoo! Reflector – updated rules
The CDXC Yahoo! Reflector has been running for eight years now and some 53,000 messages
have been posted on it. The Reflector is moderated, with a light touch, by Mark, G4AXX and
Dave, G3YMC. They have the power to remove people from the list, but as this is a Club, the
intent always is to correct inappropriate behaviour.
The Moderators have recently updated the conditions that apply to membership of the Reflector
and these are reproduced below. It would be worth reminding yourself of them, especially if you
have been a Reflectee for some years.
You can contact the Moderators by e-mail at mod@cdxc.org.uk
The CDXC Reflector can be found at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CDXC/

Please note that this reflector is only for members of the CDXC, The UK DX Foundation
(http://www.cdxc.org.uk/). When applying to join this reflector please give your Name,
Callsign and state that you are a member of the CDXC.
This Reflector is intended for the exchange of information on DX-related topics, QSL
information, award schemes, DX-peditions & other news between CDXC Members.
Our aim is to keep the information content high and noise low. Please keep to DX-related
topics, within reason.
Feel free to ask questions. The reflector is a place where we can obtain advice, and
develop our DXing skills. There is plenty of opportunity for the more experienced of our
members to help the less experienced ones.
The reflector is a place where we can express opinions to the committee, but attacks or
criticism of individuals, the CDXC Committee, the RSGB, or any other groups, is not
acceptable and offenders will be moderated.
Do not post messages to individuals. Keep personal replies off-reflector. There are many
of us who probably don't find such posts relevant.
Time-sensitive propagation reports are of no use to members off-line. Please use the
CDXC Cluster or DXLite for real-time exchanges.
Be considerate of members who get the Daily Digest format of postings, please trim your
quotes.
This is a Club with enormous resources and skill. We are all very privileged to be
members. Treat each other with respect, and behave with courtesy.
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Digital Diary
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
This column was a ‘May issue casualty’ some of you may have noticed! Due to
Martyn’s ill health I did not receive a
reminder of the deadline, and was then too
late when I realised, so apologies for that.

o

ASCII / RTTY 45-50-75100-110-150-200 / SYNOP +
SHIP / IEC 870-5
o 1382 / BIIS / GMDSS DSC /
ACARS (VHF) / DGPS /
NWR SAME / ARQ-E /
ARQ-E3
Multi Frequency Shift Keying
modes:
o MFSK8 / MFSK16/32/64
(+SSTV)
o OLIVIA / Contestia /
RTTYM / VOICE
o THROB/THROBX
o DominoF / DominoEX /
THOR
o PAX / PAX2
o Automatic Link
Establishment (see
http://www.hflink.com)
MIL-STD-188-141A+
ARQ FAE / ALE400 + ARQ
FAE
o DTMF, SELCAL
o JT65 (A B and C)
o LENTUS
o COQUELET
Base band modes: POCSAG, AIS,
Packet 9600 bauds (G3RUH)
Hellschreiber modes: FELD HELL /
FM HELL(105-245) / PSK HELL /
HELL 80
Graphic modes: HF FAX / SSTV /
PSK SSTV modes (mentioned
above) / MFSK16 SSTV (mentioned
above)
DSP modes: Filters / Analysis /
Binaural CW reception
RTTY, CW, BPSK31, BPSK63 and
PSKFEC31 Panoramics
Identifiers: Video ID / RS ID / Call
ID
TCP/IP digital modem

Change of Name – Third report
As suspected, the feedback has dwindled to
nothing! Looking at MixW and MultiPSK,
there are modes covered that I doubt have
more than a handful of users. Here’s a list:
Modes supported by Multipsk:
Phase Shift Keying modes:
o BPSK: BPSK31-63-125-250
/ CHIP (64/128) / PSK10 /
PSKFEC31 / PSKAM10-3150
o BPSK with SSTV: PSK63 F
- PSK220F + DIGISSTV
"Run"
o QPSK: QPSK31-63-125-250
o 8PSK: VDL2
o MPSK: MT63
o PACKET BPSK1200-25063-31 + APRS+ DIGISSTV
"Run"
o MIL-STD-188-110A - 4285
o HFDL
o EPIRB-ELT-PLB beacons
o ARGOS (beacons/satellites)
On-Off Keying Modes: CW / CCWOOK / CCW-FSK / QRSS
Amplitude modulation mode: APT
faxes (NOAA satellites)
Frequency Shift Keying modes:
o PACKET: 110-300-1200
bauds + APRS+ DIGISSTV
"Run"
o PACTOR 1 / AMTOR FECNavtex / AMTOR ARQ /
SITOR A
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Integrated SdR
demodulator/modulator

Olivia, Contestia and other modes with
almost zero results. Using the above three
modes, contacts are plentiful.

Now, there are several included here that are
in general use, but I wouldn’t mind betting
that 99% of you have never tried the
majority of these modes. They are
interesting to look at, and I have looked at
quite a number. However they do not grab
the interest of most people long enough to
maintain it as a mode that is in constant use.
Also, of course, DX and DX-peditions all
use the ubiquitous RTTY. This mode has
always managed to come out on top, despite
other modes trying. PSK was designed as a
chat mode, totally unsuited to contesting,
and it should remain as a chat mode. Ask
Peter Martinez G3PLX, who designed it,
what he thinks of it being used for
contesting, and then stand well back!

If anybody has any input to this please let
me have it. I use RTTY and PSK only so
have little knowledge of what goes on with
the other digital modes.
Band Slots
John Farrer G3XHZ emailed me and told
me I had misquoted his call in relation to
this subject. I had actually typed G3KHZ,
the call of Derek Cox, Derek runs frequent
DX-peditions in the P29 area and I usually
try to keep up with those. Sorry Derek if
you read this! It was a Freudian slip!
Anyway, I notice that there has been a lot of
controversy regarding band slots elsewhere
since I mentioned it here. There are
opposing schools of thought on this as I had
expounded in a previous column, so the idea
must have occurred to others as well.

Packet is in general decline; Pactor is still
used on HF to some extent, mostly for
passing traffic using automatic control. Ask
some of the experienced EME CW/SSB ops
what they think of the JT modes and again
stand well back! As for using JT on the HF
bands, well that has created yet another
problem!

John informed me that he was going for
slots in the FT5ZM expedition and really it
has to be said that Amsterdam Island is rare
enough to justify that. The last DX-pedition
was over 15 years ago, so I also decided that
I would do the same. Is it unethical? Well
it’s DX-ing and I think it is open to all. I
now have them on RTTY on four bands. As
I am now 75 I am not sure I will be capable
when the next one comes along.

This is what Bill W6WRT has to say:
“For a long time I have thought there are
way too many digital modes. Everybody
and his brother invent a new mode and then
create a dozen versions of it with different
baud rates and bandwidths. Many of these
modes are very good at what they do but on
the receiving end, trying to figure out what
you're hearing is too much trouble for a lot
of folks. Yes, I know about the RSID
identifier but most people don't use it. Just
the fact that somebody had to create it
proves my point.”

BARTG RTTY SPRINT 2014
I dabbled in this contest as I had a busy
weekend and could not devote that much
time to it. I also dabbled in the CQWW
before and after the Sprint, but didn’t do
that well in either. Hope you did well if you
took part. I did see some good UK scores so
some people were spending more time than
I could afford. Propagation was not that
good and although I did work some JA’s
they were not as strong as usual.

I'm sure that is the main reason RTTY,
PSK31 and JT65 are so popular. When you
hear them, they are easy to identify by ear
and there is only one version, with rare
exceptions such as the 75 baud RTTY
contest. I have spent hours calling CQ using

BARTG Changes
BARTG has upgraded to the 21st century.
With the help of Mike Goodey G0GJV and
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Pete Lindsay G4CLA we now have access
to new Contest Software and also the ability
to upload logs using the RSGB robot. This
will be faster and more efficient and also the
logs will receive adjudication much faster
too. Results should be available very
quickly once the system has stabilized
because we also now have a new Contest
Manager. Simone Wilson M0BOX has
joined the BARTG committee and brings
with her the experience she has in
adjudicating the RSGB CC data contests.
We are also pleased to have Ian Moore,
GM4KLN rejoin us as Webmaster, and so
there will be changes in that direction too.
Ian hopes to redesign the BARTG web site
and make provision for a picture gallery,
DOC files and easy navigation.

and complete the cover sheet. You can
check immediately to see if your log has
been received. You can also ask to be
reminded of future contests. You will
receive an acknowledgement of your log,
which should be in Cabrillo form. A few
caveats here: Please pay attention to the
rules. If the rules ask for the time in GMT
format, make sure it is. If the rules state that
no RST is needed please make sure that
there is no RST in your log. Your logs may
be returned for amending if conditions are
not met. Robots do not converse, nor do
they make allowances for mistakes.
The next contest will be the second 75 Baud
test. This runs from 17:00 - 21:00z Sunday
21st September 2014. Don’t forget to
modify your macros!! Rules can be found
here:
http://www.bartg.org.uk/documents/contests
/sprint75/rules/bartg-sprint75-rules-april2013.pdf

We had problems with the logs from 2013
so if any have been lost, as Chairman of
BARTG, I can only apologise and say that
Simone recovered what logs she was able,
but some were on a dead hard drive.
However, 2014 should be a new scene and I
am sure all BARTG Contest entrants will be
pleased with what is now a very
straightforward way to submit logs. It is a
rigid adjudication system, and as such it is
extremely important that all entrants use the
ROBOT and ONLY the ROBOT for log
submissions. NO other method will be
accepted. The BARTG Contest Calendar is
available at http://bartg.rsgbcc.org/cgibin/hfreadcal.pl

The sending of the serial number just once
is the best way to incite a request for a
repeat, and if again sent only once will
probably do the same thing again. It really is
best to send the serial number three times to
obviate this problem. Accuracy transcends
speed every time! Also, it is a THREE
figure serial number. You have to send 001
not 1. This can be just as misleading. Hope
to see you in the QRM and also hope that
King Sol will do his stuff!

To
upload
your
log,
go
to
http://bartg.rsgbcc.org/cgi-bin/hfenter.pl and
follow the instructions carefully. It should
be quite easy to do. Select your category

See you on the Green Keys.
73 de Roger, G3LDI

The winner of Prize Crossword No. 64, May 2014 is Phil Smith, G4LWB of Melton
Mowbray, Leics.
We hope to publish the answers to Crosswords 63 and 64 in the next Digest – but if
you are desperate to know, please drop an e-mail to chair@cdxc.org.uk
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IOTA NEWS
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
Update of data in IOTA DIRECTORY (2011 edition) - the next appearance will be an update of
data in the 2014 edition.
IOTA reference numbers issued
OC-272
OC-273

YB8
YB8

Barat Daya Islands (Indonesia)
Gorong and Watubela Islands (Indonesia)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
AF-024
NA-001
NA-054
NA-091
NA-113
NA-189
OC-076
OC-106
OC-108
OC-109
OC-145
OC-157
OC-191
OC-197
OC-204
OC-209

S79MHY
9H5G/C6A
9H5G/C6A
VE7/DK6AO
9H5G/C6A
XF1T
YB8XM/P
YB4IR/5
YE5R
YB4IR/5
YB4IR/8
YB8V
A35JP/P
YB3MM/P
YB4IR/P
YB3MM/8

OC-209

YB8RW/P

OC-210

YB8RW/P

OC-215
OC-219

YF1AR/5
YB3MM/8

OC-219

YF1AR/8

OC-239
OC-239
OC-239
OC-262
OC-270

YB9WAN/P
YB9WZJ/P
YC9WIC/P
YB3MM/4
YF1AR/6

Praslin Island, Inner Islands (October 2013)
Stocking Island (December 2013/February 2014)
Little Harbour Cay, Berry Islands (March/April 2014)
Quadra Island (June 2013)
Acklins Island (February 2014)
Cocinas Island (March 2014)
Sulabesi Island, Sula Islands (February 2014)
Natuna Besar Island, Natuna Besar Islands (April/May 2014)
Siantan Island, Anambas Islands (November 2013)
Midai Island, Natuna Selatan Islands (May 2014)
Ternate and Tidore Islands (February 2014)
Banda Besar Island, Banda Islands (November 2013)
Niuatoputapu Island (May/June 2014)
Bawean Island (October 2013)
Enggano Island (March 2014)
Karakelong, Salibabu and Saraa Besar & Kecil Islands, Talaud
Islands (May 2014)
Karakelong, Karatung, Mangupung, Marampit and Miangas
Islands, Talaud Islands (February/March 2014)
Kalalusu, Marore and Sangihe Islands, Sangihe Islands
(February/March 2014)
Sipura Island, Mentawai Islands (May/June 2014)
Wangiwangi and Kapota Islands, Tukangbesi Islands
(March/April 2014)
Wangiwangi and Kapota Islands, Tukangbesi Islands
(March/April 2014)
Waigeo Island, West Papua’s Coastal Islands West (April 2014)
Waigeo Island, West Papua’s Coastal Islands West (April 2014)
Waigeo Island, West Papua’s Coastal Islands West (April 2014)
Sebesi Island, Sumatra’s Coastal Islands South (October 2013)
Simeulue Islands, Simeulue and Banyak Islands (May 2014)
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OC-272
OC-272
OC-273
OC-273
SA-052
SA-055
SA-057

YB4IR/8
YF1AR/8
YB0AI/8
YF1AR/8
OC0I
LU8DCH/D
CW5F

Kisar Island, Barat Daya Islands (December 2013)
Kisar Island, Barat Daya Islands (December 2013)
Gorong Island, Gorong and Watubela Islands (January 2014)
Gorong Island, Gorong and Watubela Islands (January 2014)
San Lorenzo Island (February 2014)
Martin Garcia Island (February 2014)
Timoteo Dominguez Island (February 2014)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, i.e. not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger, G3KMA
E-mail: g3kma@dsl.pipex.com
Website: www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com

How to spot if you’re an Engineer
1) You walk into a room and notice that a picture is hanging crooked. Do you...
a) Straighten it.
b) Ignore it.
c) Spend the next six months designing a solar-powered, self-adjusting picture frame
while often stating aloud your belief that the inventor of the nail was a total moron.
The correct answer is "C" but partial credit can be given to anybody who writes "It depends"
in the margin of the test.
2) You consider all matter in the universe can be placed into one of two categories:
a) things that need to be fixed
b) things that will need to be fixed after you've had a few minutes to play with them.
3) You like to solve problems. If there are no problems handily available, you create your own
problems. Normal people don't understand this concept; they believe that if it ain't broke,
don't fix it. Engineers believe that if it ain't broke, it doesn't have enough features yet.
Engineers are always honest in matters of technology and human relationships. That's why it's a
good idea to keep engineers away from customers, romantic interests, and other people who
can't handle the truth.
(With thanks to G4HTD)
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E-mails to the Editor
From G3SXW

with the frequency at all times is so
valuable. QSK forever!

The TX6G Digest article about Pile-up
Behaviour (May 2014, p33-36) offered
many really useful down-to-earth tips. I
would like to add a couple of specific
comments.

Tail-ending – yes, a great shame that so
few Callers know how to do it properly. If
the DX goes back to a valid tail-ender
everyone seems to assume that Continuous
Calling is the thing to do. Not so. There is a
massive difference between Tail-Ending and
Continuous Calling. Because so few
understand the concept chaos can ensue
when replying to a Tail-Ender, so these days
I do agree that the DX should not do this.
Big shame. However, we can be a bit tricky:
if hearing a sweet, properly executed tailend call (precise timing, speed, frequency)
and the full call-sign is copied then log it
but only send his call and 5NN after a pause
long enough for him to send it again (once)
– even if not hearing that station in the pileup next time.

Yes, Yes, Yes – send your call only once,
listen for a moment, then send your call
again only if nothing is heard. But for those
who do send twice or more times without
pausing the problem of the DXpedition
transmitting at the same time (after hearing
the first call), and therefore everyone getting
out of sync can be somewhat alleviated by
the DXpedition using full CW break-in
(QSK). When hearing through your own
transmission that the caller is still sending,
the DX can stop and wait until he has
finished – thereby staying in sync. It also
means that the DX can start sending the
report immediately without having to wait
that extra half-second to confirm that he is
not sending his call a second time. This is
such a vital asset to DXpedition operators
that only equipment (rigs and amplifiers)
with full break-in capability should be
chosen. It surprises me that some folks shun
QSK. Assuming that they have suitable
equipment then the only ‘excuse’ I hear is
that they can’t stand the noise between their
outgoing dots and dashes. But surely when
running a pile-up almost everything is sent
with the F buttons so we don’t need to copy
our own outgoing CW. Staying in touch

After calling STAY on your frequency. This
should surely only mean to stay there until
the DX makes his next QSO. The DX may
have picked you out but only copied a
partial call so is waiting for you to send it
again - if you move at that juncture the DX
will lose you. But when the DX replies to
another station of COURSE you can move –
to hopefully find a better spot where the DX
might be listening.
Many congratulations to TX6G – absolutely
the DXpedition of the decade, perfectly
executed in all dimensions.

Please send e-mails to the Editor to ed@cdxc.org.uk
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New/Amended Annual Standing Order Instructions

To:

…………………………………………………………………

Branch:

….……………………………………………………………...

Bank

Please pay:
Bank:
Branch:
Sort Code:
Account:
IBAN:
BIC:
Account name:

NatWest Bank
Kingston upon Thames
60-60-02
44532385
(International transfers only) GB38 NWBK 60 60 0244 5323 85
(International transfers only) NWBK GB 2L
CDXC

Reference:

………..………… (Please insert your callsign or SWL number)

A payment of £ …………… (please enter current subscription amount on 1st July next,
followed by an annual payment of £ …………… (please enter annual subscription
amount) on each 1st July thereafter, until further notice in writing.
Please debit my/our account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited : ……….…………………………………..……
Account number :…………..………………………………………..……………..
This replaces any existing Standing Order payable to ‘CDXC’ or ‘Chiltern DX Club’.
Your name(s): ………………….…………..……………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………….
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Signature:

…………………………………………………………………………….

(For accounts where two signatures are required)
Date:

……………………

Your address: ……………………….…………………………………………………….

……………………….…………………………………………………….
Postcode:

……………………….

After completion, please send the signed form to the UK bank branch holding your account and
not to CDXC. If you are using ONLINE banking, then make the Standing Order request directly ONLINE.
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How to Complete the CDXC Standing Order Request Form
(updated 17 September 2013)
1. The form should be addressed to your own Bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN after ‘reference'. This is very important as it is the way
your subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the appropriate subscription amounts (£18.00 is the current subscription
for UK members; or £24.00 for those living overseas).
4. The form has been pre-filled with "… 1st July next” and on “… each 1st July
thereafter". 1st July is the common subscription renewal date for all CDXC
members.
5. Enter your account details after 'Name of account to be debited' and your
account number.
6. Complete the lower part of the form with your name, address and the date. Don't
forget to sign it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE BANK
BRANCH WHICH LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. Please inform the CDXC Treasurer (treas@CDXC.org.uk) that you have set up a
Standing Order. The Treasurer will update your Membership type in the
Membership System and you will not then receive reminders prior to 1 st July
unless subsequently your remittance is not received.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made to
ensure that your bank is executing the order correctly.
Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by Standing Order!
On-Line Banking
If you use On-Line Banking then you can make a transfer directly to CDXC or use
these same details to set up a Standing Order Recurring Payment:
Sort-Code:

60-60-02

Account:

44532385

Account Name:

CDXC

Reference:

Enter your callsign

Bank:

NatWest - Kingston-upon-Thames Branch
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