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nevada

For Low Loss Coax, Connectors and
Antenna Wire

Ecoflex®

Mil Spec Kevlar Antenna Wire

SSB-Electronic Germany have developed a range of
Ultra-low loss coaxial cables for the professional and
Amateur Market - there is one for every application.

Ecoflex® Low loss Cables

A range of flexible and also very low-loss 50 Ohm coaxial
cable for the frequency range up to 6 GHz. Using a low loss
PE-LLC dielectric with a gas content of more than 70%
gives the very lowest losses.

Very strong, ultra light weight, green
colour, as used by the military
100m drum ....................£89.95
Per metre..........................£0.99

Aircell

Aircell range is a highly flexible coaxial cable for use up to
6 GHz. The low losses in relation to the diameter and the
small bend radius of the cable make it perfect for the
Radio Amateur.

Ecoflex 15

Aircell 7

Specification
• Diameter: 14.6mm
• Loss per 100m: 2.81dB @ 100MHz, 1.96 dB @ 50 MHz
Price: £5.99 per metre

Specification
• Diameter: 7.3mm
• Loss per 100m: 6.28dB @ 100MHz, 4.52dB @ 50MHz
Price: £1.99 per metre, £179.00 per 100m drum

Ecoflex 15 Connectors

Aircell 7 Connectors

• PL259 connector ( part: 7350 )...........................£8.95
• N type connector ( part: 7395 )..........................£9.95

• PL259 connector ( part: 7390 )...........................£2.65
• N type connector ( part: 7392 )..........................£5.25
• BNC type connector ( part: 7371 ) .....................£5.25

Ecoflex 10 PLUS NEW VERSION, Lighter Weight
Specification
• Diameter: 10.2mm
• Loss per 100m: 4.0dB @ 100MHz, 2.8 dB @ 50 MHz
Price: £2.99 per metre, £269.00 per 100m drum

Ecoflex 10 Connectors
• PL259 connector ( part: 7378 )...........................£5.95
• N type connector ( part: 7367 ) .........................£6.50
• BNC type connector ( part: 7379 ) .....................£6.50

Aircom Plus

Uses semi Air dielectric with a massive inner conductor
made from oxygen-free copper covered with a film of PE
to prevent corrosion.

Aircom Plus
Specification
• Diameter: 10.3mm
• Loss per 100m: 3.8dB @ 100MHz, 2.6 dB @ 50MHz
Price: £3.65 per metre, £328.00 per 100m drum

Aircom Plus Connectors
• PL259 connector ( part: 7378 )...........................£5.95
• N type connector ( part: 7367 )..........................£6.50
• BNC type connector ( part: 7379 ) .....................£6.50

®

nevada

Aircell 5
Specification
• Diameter: 5.0mm
• Loss per 100m: 9.4dB @ 100MHz, 6.61dB @ 50MHz
Price: £1.39 per metre, £125.00 per 100m drum

Aircell 5 Connectors
• PL259 connector ( part: 7760 )...........................£2.25
• N type connector ( part: 7700 )..........................£3.95
• BNC type connector ( part: 7720 ) .....................£3.25

Other Coax Cables
Westflex 103...............£1.50 pm / £139.95 100m Drum
RG213U ............................£1.29 pm / £116 100m Drum
RG213TM............................£1.10 pm / £99 100m Drum
Mini RG8 XX... ................0.65 pm / £58.50 100m Drum
RG58 C/U.........................0.45 pm / £39.95 100m Drum
WF-165............75 Ohm Low Loss ............£1.59 pm only
450 Ohm Twin feeder ...................0.99 pm / £89 100m
300 Ohm Twin Feeder .............0.85 pm / £76.50 100m

Antenna Wire
Flexweave Style Wire......................£49.95 100m Drum
Flexweave Coated Style Wire....... £59.95 100m Drum
Stranded 14..7/22 Hard drawn Copper..£0.45 100m Drum
FOR FULL SPECIFICATIONS OF THESE AND OTHER LOW
LOSS CABLES PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

-

www.nevadaradio.co.uk
OR CALL THE

NEVADA SALES HOTLINE: 0239231 3090

Unit 1• Fitzherbert Spur • Farlington • Portsmouth • PO6 1T T
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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
As I was saying last time round, a budget of
over $450,000 does seem an awful lot of
money simply to send 14 blokes on a trip to
Amsterdam in January 2014, but then as you
will see from the cover of this black and
white Digest (yes, it’s back to black and
white, I’m afraid...), this is not the
Amsterdam of PAØ-land. Indeed it’s now
16 team members in all, as you will also see
from KØIR’s press release on page 40.

along with it just this once, seeing as it was
my birthday and I was feeling in a generous
mood. I enclosed a note saying just that –
and also said that if I were to get any more
such QSL card deliveries, then my cards
would go back via the Bureau. So there. I
subsequently received five more packages
containing another 70 QSL cards in all –
again, with no form of return postage
whatsoever. The cheek of it! I rest my case.

Returning to July of this year: well, kicking
off on page 14 you’ll find no fewer than
twelve whole pages devoted to the
mammoth
TX5K
Clipperton
Island
DXpedition earlier this year. A fascinating
and immaculately structured report, this, by
KK6EK. Oh, and in case you’re wondering:
according to Wikipedia (so it must be
true...) the name itself ‘comes from John
Clipperton, an English pirate and privateer
who fought the Spanish during the early 18th
century, and who is said to have passed by
the island.’ Says your Hon. Ed., wondering
how many islands he’s passed by (“Just like
that...”) and which haven’t been named after
him at all.

At which point I gather that as of July there
will be a new design of IRCs, although of
course the old ones will still be valid until
the end of this year. Let’s hope these new
IRCs won’t be greeted by the good folk
behind the counter at my local post office
with looks of total bewilderment and “Ooh,
I don’t know whether we take those...”, but
then I like to think I’ve trained them well
over the years, so this shouldn’t happen.
I’ve also been in lengthy discussions
recently with Royal Mail HQ in London, as
one does, about the raison d’être of their
77p special stamp and why they print so
many of them (my local PO tells me they
rarely sell any of ‘em…) and why there’s no
one single stamp, ie at 28p, to ‘upgrade’
from the First Class UK postage rate to 88p,
the basic rate for Europe and beyond. It’s
been like talking to a brick wall.

After which we have one of our very own
intrepid seafarers and DXpeditioners,
Tom/GM4FDM, mulling over the pros and
cons of direct QSLing 2013-style, aye.
Talking of direct QSLing: recently I was far
from amused by the antics of a local QSL
manager in the Ukraine. He sent me a pack
of no fewer than 30 QSL cards from various
Ukraine stations - together with a return
envelope and accompanying note in which
he said that in his country it was virtually
impossible to get hold of either IRCs or US
dollars – and the QSL bureau was largely
useless - so would I be so kind as to also
send him back my QSL cards direct. I
couldn’t help feeling this was taking the
Papa India Sierra Sierra, but decided to go

Anyway, I look forward to seeing many of
you at the AGM and Summer Social chez
Neville and Trish. On page 7 of this Digest
you’ll find full details of that, plus a detailed
reminder of how to get to there – and also
negotiate the delightful country lanes
leading you eventually to HR6 0HY itself.
Meanwhile, as always, enjoy the Great
British Summer!
73 Martyn, G3RFX
www.g3rfx.co.uk
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
I want to start by congratulating CDXC
Member Laurie/G3UML on his induction
into the CQ Hall of Fame – a great
achievement. You join a distinguished list
of those who have contributed greatly to our
hobby; and CDXC adds another Hall of
Fame inductee to our ranks.

ends, low phase noise transmitters and
careful filtering and stubs. Indeed all the
major DXpeditions will have an expert or
two on their team to design for optimum coexistence. Maybe all of us should consider
our role in having a clean transmission, free
of key clicks, overdriven compressors and
excessive phase noise – and consider just
how good our front ends are before we
complain of the other guy’s spreading
signal.

I wonder whether we should call this time of
year the ‘DXpedition doldrums’! It’s hard to
find a great deal of big DXpedition activity
in the June to August timeframe, but there is
plenty of other activity to keep us busy:
NFD, Friedrichshafen, VHF FD, IARU
Contest, CDXC AGM and Summer Social
and the IOTA contest. Add to that the
chance of 6m E’s and there is plenty of
reason still to be by the radio.

Having said it is the ‘DXpedition
doldrums’, we are in for a feast in the
autumn with Wake Island, Banaba Island,
Juan Fernandez Island and American Samoa
all coming up and sponsored by CDXC. So
take the time to refurbish your antenna, tidy
the shack, clean up the signal, re-read the
DX Code of Conduct and be ready for them!

I joined the Windmill Contest Group for
NFD this year, the first time I’ve been
involved with a serious effort for some
years. We operated in the Restricted section
from a field in Somerset. The first thing you
notice when you do this is just how low the
noise level is on all bands. We were using a
K3 with a panadaptor and it was a real joy
to be able to see signals just poking out of
the (low) noise. We were fortunate this year
to have some propagation on 10m and low
QRN on 160m.

As you will know, we are holding our 2013
AGM and Summer Social on 20th July at
our President’s excellent QTH. There are no
amendments proposed to the Constitution
and, as you will have seen, the finances are
in good shape. Your Committee, with one
exception, offers itself for re-election. The
Committee member who will be standing
down is Mike/G4PFF and I want to thank
him for the contribution he has made. We
wish to fill the vacancy this creates and in
particular we would like to find a member
who has a book keeping or accountancy
background to act as support to our
Treasurer. If you have those qualities and
would be interested in helping the Club,
please drop me an e-mail or call me on the
landline before the AGM.

However, if you have seen the exchanges on
the UK-vhf-contesting reflector you will
have seen a different set of concerns. The
discussion surrounds interstation QRM and
whether it is the fault of receiver overload or
transmitter phase noise. Few commentators
seem to consider how a big DXpedition
copes with this. FSDXA outings tend to
have 10 or so stations on air simultaneously,
often with two stations on the same band.
With the usual limited space for antennas,
there is a real potential for cross-station
interference. It requires good receiver front

That’s it for this time and I look forward to
seeing many of you at the AGM/Summer
Social.
73 and Good DX Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
The AGM and Summer Social on Saturday
20th July at our home, Lower Withers Barns,
will soon be with us. Trish and I look
forward to meeting many of our friends and
we hope that quite a few new members will
be joining us. There is plenty of room for
everyone to mingle even if the weather is
poor. Caravaners and campers are welcome;
there is also plenty of parking space. There
have been quite a few recent joiners who
live locally in Herefordshire; this would be
a great opportunity to meet your fellow
members.

T32C Mailout: We mailed 556 potential
members initially who had worked T32C.
Following these initial letters 48 members
joined. We then sent a follow-up letter to
495 members and a further 22 members
joined. The 12.6% return was very
encouraging.
DX Summit Mailout: We mailed 197
potential members following a massive
mining exercise of DX Summit. We started
with 30,000 spots. Following our initial
letter and further follow-up and personalised
e-mails this time using CMIS 30 members
joined, a return of 15.2%. 26 members took
up the Special Offer via our website. A
further six members who were not mailed as
part of the DX Summit exercise also took up
the Special Offer.

Yaesu UK has again donated our main raffle
prize, a FT-450D transceiver. This is very
generous and we are most grateful. The FT450D was the radio used by the recordbreaking T32C DXpedition. There will be
many other prizes too.

The above results are very encouraging as
one can expect returns to mailshots of
typically 1 to 3% or even less in the real
world. We had 760 members on 1st July
2012 and we have 830 members at the time
of writing. So now to our next initiative!

If you have not already booked for the
AGM and Summer Social, then you can do
so at www.cdxc.org.uk and follow the link
from the home page. Alternatively, e-mail
or ring Secretary Tony, G4LDL, as soon as
possible. Raffle tickets can only be
purchased on the day, but if you cannot
make it, you can ask a friend to buy some
for you. Car sharing is becoming more
popular each year as it spreads the costs and
adds another social element to the day, so
why not organise a group? Please use the
reflector to organise this if you wish and
bring some chairs and any alcoholic drinks
to LWB.

In late September or early October we plan
a marketing drive targeted at active
contesters. This idea arose following a
conversation with Justin, G4TSH, after he
had been operating the major K3LR contest
station. Justin told me that he worked quite
a few UK stations who he did not believe
were members of CDXC.
Mark, G4AXX, did a great job mining the
publically available logs from the K3LR,
KC1XX and W3LPL CQWW logs of 2011
and 2012. There were over 132,000 QSOs,
mined for 2, G & M calls, resulting in 630
CW and 1,571 SSB uniques. These were
ranked by the numbers of QSOs made. The
next stage was to run this file against the
2,000+ calls in CMIS of members and
contacts. The result of this was that there are

I have made a list of websites about places
to visit in this beautiful area of the country,
please e-mail me if you would like a copy. It
is a great area to visit for a long weekend.
Marketing
I thought I should update members on the
results of our two recent major marketing
exercises.
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now 276 calls in the CW file and 1,100 calls
in the SSB file for review and analysis.

A Short Story
Finally, a short story on an entirely different
subject. Some of you will remember that I
had a health hiccup in 2006 when I caught
lymphoma (NHL). I have had the all-clear
for some time now, but still have sixmonthly check-ups at our local surgery. The
Sister having checked me out said that she
would like to take some blood. No, no, I
said, only Dr. B can extract blood from my
rotten veins. But, says Sister, I do all the old
people. My response – Sister, in that case, in
seven years’ time when I am 80 I will come
and see you! Enough said!

These files will now be merged and
analysed carefully to delete contest calls and
identify busted calls etc. Then we start
another major exercise to look up addresses
and e-mails on QRZ.com for those making a
significant number of QSOs. There is much
work still to do, but the potential looks
good.
An Appeal: If there is any member, who has
some marketing rather than selling
experience and who would be willing to
assist the Committee in initiatives such as
these, please get in touch with Chris or me.
We are always looking for new ideas.
Marketing is hard work but very rewarding and it is great seeing the club going from
strength.

Trish and I are really looking forward to the
Summer Social on 20th July. We hope for
good weather and that we will have a good
turnout.
73

S2 Bangladesh Project 2013 by MDXC
Press Release 1

As usual the MDXC (Mediterraneo DX Club) guys are working hard to give a good
surprise to the international community of DXers and IOTA chasers. This time the team
leader is Antonio, IZ8CCW, and the team co-leader is Gabriele, I2VGW - with S21AM
help - are in pole position to put on a new ambitious project: a DXpedition in Bangladesh
and the real possibility to establish a real cooperation with the local hams to assist them in
any needs and improve their knowledge and skill in the Amateur Radio world. The target
will be once again the same reached, with great media emphasis and success, in Brunei
last year: a partnership with the local ham radio.
The team is formed by 20-22 operators from 9 Countries. They are going to stay on air for
ten days with the usual antenna farm for all bands/modes with 4 Icom 7000, 2 Elecraft K2,
1 Icom 7200 and 4 amplifiers. The exact date 19 to 29 November 2013. Further info
coming soon and soon will be a dedicated web site online. Of course any donation for
sponsorship for this new project will be very welcomed.
Official site will be www.mdxc.org/bangladesh2013
[With thanks to the Daily DX]
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CDXC AGM and Summer Social 2013
The Annual General Meeting of CDXC will be held on Saturday, 20 July 2013 at
1200 at the QTH of Neville Cheadle, G3NUG, Lower Withers Barns, Middleton on the
Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0HY. Thank you to Neville and Trish for offering
to host us again this year.
AGM Agenda
1.

Apologies for Absence

2.

Minutes of the 2012 AGM

3.

Chairman’s Report

4.

Secretary’s Report

5.

Treasurer’s Report

6.

Election of New Committee

7.

Election of Auditor

8.

Any Other Business

Committee nominations and items for AOB must be given to the Secretary prior to the
commencement of the AGM.
Our popular Summer Social follows the AGM in Neville’s garden and all members and
families are most welcome. Come and meet your fellow members. There should be
something of interest for everyone. As usual there will be food and a BBQ for which a
charge of £10 per adult, payable on the day, will be made. There will be no charge for
children under 16 and of course there is no charge for members who only attend the
AGM. Soft drinks will be included, but bring your own wine and beer. Please bring a
folding chair as only a limited number of seats are available.
We will be holding our famous Raffle during the Summer Social with a first prize of a
Yaesu FT-450D kindly donated by Yaesu UK. Donations of prizes from members are
always welcome. Raffle tickets are only available on the day, but members attending the
Summer Social may buy tickets on behalf of members who are unable to attend,
provided they agree to carry home any prizes for that member.
I would appreciate it if you would let me know as soon as possible if you will be
attending so that we can plan the catering requirements. Please either:
Make your booking direct via the Events link on the CDXC website (Please DO NOT
pay online) OR e-mail me with your information [sec@CDXC.org.uk] OR use the
return slip enclosed with this Digest. I would much prefer direct booking or e-mails,
please, as I can give acknowledgement and avoid anything getting lost in the post.
Tony, G4LDL, Secretary CDXC
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Directions to Neville and Trish Cheadle, Lower Withers Barns,
Middleton on the Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0HY
(01568) 750560
Join the A49 North. (Do not go into
Leominster.)

Directions from the M40
Take the M40 to its end. Here keep in the RH
lane and join the M42 West (also signposted
M5).

After about 6 miles on the A49 turn
right signposted Middleton on the Hill and
The Hundreds just after passing the
Berrington Hall grounds on the left. (This
turning is on a sharp left-hand bend just
before the village of Ashton.) Keep going
(one mile) through the first hamlet, down the
hill to crossroads. Turn left signposted
Middleton.

Follow the M42 to its end, keep to the RH
lane, and join the M5 South.
Turn off the M5 at Droitwich Junc. 5, the first
junction after turning onto the M5.
Follow the A38 signposted Worcester for
around 2/3 miles and look for a signpost to
"Ombersley". Take slip road left off the A38,
up to roundabout, third exit to "Ombersley"
and "Tenbury Wells".

Keep going another mile through the next
hamlet. Down hill past barriers on right-hand
side of sharp left-hand bend. We are next on
the right signed Lower Withers Barns. Take
the entrance at the corner and follow the red
drive to the rear of our barns.

Then follow the A4133, A443, and A456
passing to the north of "Tenbury Wells".
Eventually you will reach the A49, turn left.

From the Ludlow area
Take A49 south bypassing Ludlow in the
Leominster direction. After about 5 miles pass
through Ashton village and immediately turn
left signposted Middleton on the Hill and The
Hundreds. (This turning is on a sharp righthand bend just after Ashton.) Keep going (one
mile) through the first hamlet, down the hill to
crossroads. Turn left signposted Middleton.

After about 4 miles pass through Ashton
village
and
immediately
turn
left
signposted Middleton on the Hill and The
Hundreds. (This turning is on a sharp righthand bend just after Ashton.)
Keep going (one mile) through the first
village, down the hill to crossroads. Turn left
signposted Middleton. Keep going another
mile through the next village. Down hill past
barriers on right-hand side of sharp left-hand
bend. We are next on the right signed Lower
Withers Barns. Take the entrance at the
corner and follow the red drive to the rear of
our barns.

Keep going another mile through the next
hamlet. Down hill past new barriers on righthand side of sharp left-hand bend. We are
next on the right signed Lower Withers Barns.
Take the entrance at the corner and follow the
red drive to the rear of our barns.

Directions from the M4 - London

From the Leominster area

Leave M4 at Junc.15 (Swindon) and take the
A419 “North”. This leads to the A417 and
joins the M5 at Junc.11A. Go North and join
the M50 (Junc. 8 of M5).

Take A49 north bypassing Leominster in the
Ludlow direction.
After about 3 miles turn right signposted
Middleton on the Hill and The Hundreds just
after passing the Berrington Hall grounds on
the left. (This turning is on a sharp left-hand
bend just before the village of Ashton.)

Then take the M50 to Junc. 2.
At Junc. 2 of the M50 take the A417 (North)
to Ledbury and continue to the A49 junction
just South of Leominster.

Keep going (one mile) through the first
hamlet, down the hill to crossroads. Turn left
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signposted Middleton. Keep going another
mile through the next hamlet. Down hill past
new barriers on right-hand side of sharp lefthand bend. We are next on the right signed
Lower Withers Barns. Take the entrance at
the corner and follow the red drive to the rear
of our barns.

SatNav-ing to HR6 0HY will probably
leave you at The Rock. If The Rock is on
the right, keep going for another 400m.
Google Earth says the lat/long of the front
gate to LWB is: 52o 16' 24.32" N, 2o 40'
19.34" W.

_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

2EØZDX

Phil Jones

Preston

2IØHBO
2IØPTX
2IØWAI

Karol Mikicki
Ciaran Gorman
Martin McErlean

Belfast
Bangor
Portglenone

2WØAFA

Darren Griffiths

Llanelli

GØMGM
GØTDF

Robert Dunne
Robert Briggs

Bourne End
Towcester

G1HWP

Bob Davies

Hereford

G3ZRN

Dave Catherwood

Hatton

G4UEM

Terry Baldwin

Watford

G7BTA

David Drinkwater

Hereford

GIØSSA

Keith Stevenson

Donaghadee

MØUOO
MØYBC

Richard Bone
David Croft

Southampton
Skipton

M1EEN

Greg Butterfield

Walcott

MJØULE

Steve Huelin

St Peter

MMØZBH

Paul Mclaren

Burntisland
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Treasurer’s Tune – July 2013
Gordon Rolland, G3USR
1. Annual Accounts for the Year to 31st March, 2013
Our Club Auditor, Nigel Knapton/G1JKE has examined the CDXC Draft accounts
previously approved by the CDXC Committee and published in the CDXC May Digest.
His report is as follows:
I have examined the annual accounts of CDXC for the year ended 31st March, 2013
comprising an Income and Expenditure Account and a Balance Sheet with accompanying
Notes and I certify that they are in accordance with the books and records exhibited to me.
Signed: Nigel Knapton, G1JKE, Honorary Auditor, CDXC
These accounts are now final. They will be presented to members for adoption in the
normal way at the upcoming AGM to be held at Lower Withers Barns on 20th July, 2013,
prior to the Summer Social.
1. Members Subscription Renewals 2013/2014
This year and in future members are encouraged to renew their subscriptions promptly to
avoid a repeat of the protracted renewal process experienced in recent years.
Subscriptions become due on 1st July annually. I am happy to report that as of 20th June
many members have completed their 2013/2014 renewal.
To those who have already paid and those who have set up a Standing Order or online
payment which will remit automatically early in July, thank you. It makes the Treasurer’s
tasks much more straightforward.
If you are one of those who have not yet renewed, please would you make your payment
as soon as possible? Many thanks.
I hope to see many members at the AGM, where I will answer any questions that you may
have on the accounts.
73, Gordon, G3USR
Honorary Treasurer, CDXC
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
x
x
x
x

Six Metres – the summertime band
CW Field Day – a summertime
activity
Happy Anniversaries – FOC 75th and
IOTA 50th
RSGB Centenary

50MHz beam is up!) there are many HFers
who re-jig their antenna set-up just so that
they can take part in the fun of the Six
Metre summertime ‘Es season’.
Another oddity of Six Metres is that it’s an
‘edge band’. The other ‘edge band’ is, of
course, 160m. There are a handful of DXers
who enjoy specialising only in Edge Bands,
rarely, if ever, to be heard on the relatively
unchallenging bands from 80m to 10m.

Six Metres – the summertime band
During the summer months, which are
relatively quiet on the HF bands, many
DXers turn their attention to Six Metres,
where DX can be worked using that highly
frustrating mode called ‘Sporadic-E’. Six
Metre aficionados often refer to Six Metres
as the ‘Magic Band’. If listening to white
noise for hours on end followed by manic
operating sessions where something
interesting finally shows up for a fleeting
moment on Sporadic-E is your idea of
‘magic’, then so be it!

CW Field
activity

Day –

a

summertime

Another amateur radio activity associated
directly with the balmy days of summer is
the CW Field Day in early June. This is
variously referred to as NFD (National Field
Day) or European CW Field Day. Setting up
a HF station in a field for a 24-hour contest
is not everyone’s cup of tea, but for the hard
core of UK participants (as well as for the
numerous participants in Germany and
several other European countries) ‘Field
Day’ is an important never-to-be-missed
weekend in the radio calendar.

Many HF DXers partially re-configure their
antennas to cater for the relatively short
summer season on Six. A Six Metre beam
might replace another HF antenna just for
the period from late May through to August.
Once the Sporadic-E openings become less
frequent in early August, then the Six Metre
beam comes down again and is, so to speak,
put back into its box until the following
summer.

No-one would describe Field Day as being a
‘DX contest’ unless, perhaps, if you are
lucky enough to be called by Mike, VP8NO,
(or some other such juicy DX) which may
liven up an otherwise pretty mundane log. A
typical field log consists of (metaphorically)
pages and pages of European portables as
well as a mixed bag of other regular
participants. CDXC Member Fred, K3ZO,
always makes an effort to get on and work
numerous European CW Field Day stations.
This is much appreciated.

In the case of G3TXF, the new HF
Optibeam which has been sitting on the
ground for already a couple of months
waiting to be installed, has now found itself
waiting even longer. A Six Metre beam has
been installed in its place on the tower just
for the summer months. The new Optibeam
will be installed immediately the Six Metre
beam comes down again in early August.
Although this is probably an extreme case
(ie having no HF antennas at all while the

Most participants start setting up their HF
Field Day station just a few hours before the
beginning of the contest. Masts need to be
assembled and antennas installed. Even
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the FOC’s one-month-long 75th anniversary
operations, but also with IOTA’s Marathon,
which is running for a full two years (2012
and 2013). The IOTA 50th anniversary
Marathon provides challenges both for
island ‘chasers’ as well as for island
‘activators’.

though modern compact HF equipment and
reliable generators make the setting up
much easier than it was in the past, there are
new technologies (such as RBN) being
introduced into contesting in general which
are now also being used in Field Day. In
years gone by there was never any need to
consider whether a remote rural field day
location had adequate cellular network
coverage for accessing RBN. But these days
you do!

Roger, G3SXW, and Nigel, G3TXF, made
3,700 QSOs operating as GH4FOC from
Jersey, flying the flag for the FOC during a
three-day operation in May. However, at the
same time G3TXF was able to add a few
points to his ‘activator’ score for the IOTA
Marathon. Activator points for the IOTA
Marathon are based on (a) the rarity of the
island (Jersey is not rare!), and (b) on the
number of QSOs made during the operation.

A unique aspect of Field Day is the ‘site
inspection’ arranged by the RSGB’s Contest
Committee. Knowing that a site inspector
might appear in your field at any time of the
day or night during the contest ensures that
the various rules (particularly power and
antenna height) are strictly adhered to.

Within the same vein, another ‘dual
purpose’ operation was made from Holy
Island (one of the Welsh coastal islands EU124) as GC4FOC/P. This was an
opportunity for FOCers and FOC award
chasers to work another variant of their club
call, as well as for the activation of another
island for the IOTA Marathon. Nigel,
G3TXF, made 4,100 QSOs from Holy
Island, operating for two days from a
cottage close to South Stack lighthouse.
Holy Island has the great advantage of being
a Welsh coastal island that you can drive to.
No bobbing about in boats required for this
IOTA activation!

After operating continuously for 24 hours
from the Field Day location, hopefully
without too many breaks caused by
thunderstorms or generator outages (the two
most common problems on Field Days), it is
always great to hear the purring generator
finally being turned off and the Field Day
location returning to peaceful silence.
Happy Anniversaries – FOC 75th and
IOTA 50th
The FOC CW Operators’ club is celebrating
75 years of its existence at the same time as
IOTA is pushing the boat out for its 50th
anniversary.

Both the GH4FOC operation from Jersey
and the GC4FOC/P operation from Holy
Island were part of a large number of FOC
75th anniversary activities during May
which attracted great interest not only from
FOC members, but also from DXers
worldwide who were chasing the awards
available to anyone for contacting the
numerous special FOC stations. The 75th
anniversary activities of FOC in May did
much to raise the profile of the CW club.

The FOC ran a major activity session during
the month of May. There were many special
stations with ‘FOC’ in the suffix including
the club’s own GB75FOC. There was a real
frenzy of CW activity across the bands
during May as the FOCers feted their club’s
75 years, working both members and nonmembers. This included a series of FOCrelated operations from each of the UK’s
seven DXCC entities with variants of the
FOC’s club call G4FOC. Two of these were
GH4FOC from Jersey and GC4FOC/P from
Holy Island (EU-124) off Wales. Both these
short island operations not only tied in with

And Another Anniversary…
As well as the FOC’s 75th and IOTA’s 50th
there is another important amateur radio
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anniversary being celebrated this year: it’s
the RSGB’s centenary. If all goes to plan,
by the time copies of this CDXC Digest
land on doormats several CDXC Members
will have attended (duly attired in their

dinner jackets, of course!) the RSGB’s
Centenary Dinner, which is to be held in
early July.
Nigel, G3TXF
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TX5K
Robert W. Schmieder, KK6EK
Co-organizer and Expedition Leader

Summary
The 2013 Cordell Expedition to Clipperton Island was carried out successfully
from 18 Feb to 18 March 2013. The team consisted of 24 radio operators, two
filmmakers, two environmental scientists, and the author as Expedition Leader.
The project was managed by the author (KK6EK), who organized the facilities
and logistics, and by Chris Janssen (DL1MGB), who organized the radio
operations. Ten HF stations plus one 6m/EME station were deployed and were
active for 7 days, using the callsign TX5K. A total of 113,601 QSOs were logged
on all legal bands 6-160m, using CW, SSB, RTTY and JT65 modes. A notable
aspect was the use of DXA (version 2), that enabled DXers to obtain
confirmation of their logged contacts on a public webpage within 1 minute of
making the contact. In addition to the radio operations, a variety of environmental
scientific projects were undertaken, with several notable new discoveries,
including the first documentation of foraminifera. The project was carried out on
schedule, under budget, with no damage to the environment or wildlife on the
island.

The Expedition
scientific projects. I scheduled it for March,
2013.

Origin
Late in 2011, I was invited to join an
independently organized and funded
expedition to Clipperton in March 2012.
Called “The Clipperton Project,” its aim
was to bring attention to fragile and
symbolic ecosystems around the world, and
to promote holistic approaches toward their
protection and management. I accepted, but
within a few months it became clear that in
the context and with the limitations of the
format of that project, I would be unable to
carry out the kind of scientific work and
amateur radio operations that would make
the expedition worth the effort. With regret,
I withdrew from that project, but
immediately announced that I would
organize a separate and comprehensive
amateur radio expedition, including selected

Planning
Much of the original planning for the radio
operations (the “DXpedition”) was done
with John Kennon (N7CQQ), who had
organized and led three expeditions to
Clipperton (1990, 2000, 2008). When John
was unable to participate in the 2013
expedition, I substituted Chris Janssen
(DL1MGB), who had experience from
numerous DXpeditions and contests. It was
agreed that Chris would take primary
responsibility for organizing the radio
equipment, team, and operations, and I
would take primary responsibility for
organizing
the
facilities,
logistics,
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schedules, fundraising, and the scientific
projects.

Radio equipment
The radio equipment was assembled at the
contest station DR1A at Goch, Germany, in
December, 2012. It was packed in a
container and shipped to San Diego. The
inventory of the equipment is provided in an
appendix to this report.

Team
The team was assembled by Chris and the
author, primarily from personal contacts. A
few of the radio operators approached us
and offered to join. All radio operators had
considerable experience, as shown by their
resumes.

Chris wrote a detailed definition and
description of the station configuration for
Clipperton, which is available in a separate
document.

About half the team was Europeans, most
members of one group, the Bavarian
Contest Club. The other half was primarily
Americans, spread across the country,
practically all of whom did not know each
other previously. This structure had the
advantage of enabling simpler management
of the whole team, but as we were to find
out on the expedition, led to some major
difficulties due to unresolved cultural
differences.

Facilities
The first step was to secure an appropriate
vessel. We made a trip to San Diego and
examined several long-range fishing vessels
from the fleet at H&M landing, eventually
selecting the Shogun, based mostly on their
experience in taking multiple previous
expeditions to Clipperton.

Permits

The author, together with several colleagues
(Rich Holoch KY6R, Walt Wilson N6XG,
and the author’s wife Kay) designed the
facilities and arranged the logistics for the
expedition. The facilities included the main
tents, sleeping tents, air mattresses, tables
and chairs, generators and electrical
distribution systems, water and fuel
containers, cooking facilities, eating
utensils, emergency rations, tools, lights,
shade netting, antenna masts, anchors, ropes
and tie-downs, microwave and BBQ,
garbage cans and bags, sanitation facilities,
WiFi, and satellite telephones. Most of the
items were selected and bought directly on
the internet, mostly from Amazon using the
“Prime” option (2-day delivery, no
shipping).

Two permits were obtained: the landing
permit, issued on 20 Dec. 2012 by Stephane
Jarlegand, and the radio operations permit,
issued 2 Oct. 2012 by Jean Chartier, both
issued in the name of the High
Commissioner for French Polynesia. Copies
of these permits are provided in an appendix
to this report.

One item that proved to be essential was the
All-Terrain-Vehicle (ATV). I made an
arrangement with a friend to rent his new
Kawasaki Arctic Cat 450 for the month,
with promise of no-damage return. As
described below, the ATV was an
extraordinarily valuable tool in the
Clipperton environment.

As we were nearing completion of the
preparations, we were approached by a team
from the French TV program THALASSA,
who wanted to document the expedition.
They offer to pay their expenses and were
added to the roster (see appendix).
In addition, the French government
requested that two academic researchers
from the University of Tahiti be landed on
the island during our stay, and return with
us to Cabo san Lucas.
We were pleased to welcome them,
although they did not provide any financial
support.
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Another facility I assembled was a freshwater purifier (FWP). The lagoon is only
mildly brackish, probably potable in
emergencies. I assembled a 4-stage filter
system, including a generator, pump, and
hoses, to use for washing and emergencies.
The system provided water for washing and
showers, which significantly improved the
morale of the team (See description below).

Arrival
Dark. About 8:30 PM. February 26, 2013.
The skipper of the Shogun announced that
we had arrived at Clipperton. In theory, the
island lay directly in front of us, but with the
full moon diffused through a tenuous
overcast, all we could see was the glowing
spray from the violent surf pounding every
foot of the periphery of this remote coral
atoll. The team was quiet, introspective,
anxious. We spent the night in the belief
that tomorrow we would be sleeping on the
island.

Departure
The facilities equipment were assembled at
a warehouse in Richmond, California, and a
week before the scheduled departure was
loaded on a rented truck and driven by the
author to San Diego. The container with the
radio equipment had already arrived from
Germany. In 4 hours all the equipment from
the truck and the container were loaded on
the Shogun, much of it stowed below deck
in the holds where they were stored.

At dawn, the Shogun started moving
counter-clockwise around the island,
studying the surf and searching for a
suitable landing. In the crystal-clear
morning, the island lay stretched out before
us, far bigger to our eyes than we had
expected. The clumps of palm trees seemed
denser and greener than we expected. Now
and then, the skipper sent a zodiac off to
assess the surf, but invariably it returned
with the news “Nope. Not here. Not now.”

Ten of the team members elected to board
the vessel in San Diego. It departed in the
early evening of 18 Feb 2013, and headed
due south toward Cabo san Lucas.

We continued our circumnavigation,
passing a small sailboat, sometimes
recognizing some feature from pictures we
had studied. Overtaking the sailboat again,
we realized we were into our second trip
around the island, and murmurs of anxiety
started diffusing through the team. We
watch the dolphins riding the bow and
jumping in graceful arcs. The team
remained quiet, but I could sense the
anxiety.

The voyage
The voyage down the coast was uneventful,
and we enjoyed good weather and calm
seas, with one day exception.
Approaching Cabo san Lucas, we were
ahead of schedule, but were unable to enter
the port to pick up the rest of the team due
to
customs/immigration
requirements.
About 12 hours was therefore spent waiting
for the early morning, whereupon the
additional
team
members,
mostly
Europeans, came aboard.

Then around 2 PM, the skipper made a
tactical decision and selected a very
handsome grove of trees, announcing that
they would take some boxes ashore.
Quickly I selected the containers with
emergency food, lights, radios, medical
supplies, and a small generator. The zodiac
was away and our spirits soared. But soon
they returned with bad news: no more boxes
or people–it was too rough. The European
radio operators were not happy; their predefined goal of 150,000 QSOs had just been

The voyage south from Cabo to Clipperton
was likewise uneventful. Many on the team
slept or rested in their bunks, so practically
no group meetings were held. The crew did
some fishing, and the team operated radio
using the callsign K6K/MM (maritime
mobile).
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dashed. I thought of Apollo 13: “We just
lost the moon.” But there was nothing we
could do. Just wait until tomorrow.

one of the crew members jerked his arms
skyward in the “touchdown” gesture, and
we applauded: the ATV was safely on the
beach!

Landing
The camp
With first light, the skipper judged the surf
to be workable. We began to move
equipment and people to the island. By 5
AM the first load of cargo was on the beach,
and I began to offload the team members
according to the sequence of work we had
planned. With two zodiacs working in pushpull, we were able to take almost 10 loads in
an hour. By 8 AM the major part of the
equipment was on the island, and we were
transferring tables and chairs, large
generators, and antennas. By 11 AM we
were scouring the corners of the boat for the
lower priority items.

By the end of the morning every load of
cargo and every other team member were on
the island, so I took the last zodiac ride and
stepped onto Clipperton Island. What I
beheld was breathtaking: a village of eight
tents surrounding a pristine fine white sand
yard immediately in front of an
extraordinarily handsome grove of palm
trees. Two solitary trees, much taller than
the grove, stood between our village and the
beach, providing a prominent marker, like a
flag on a golf course. At the entrance to the
camp, the team had established a kind of
corporation yard: the various shipping cases
and gasoline jerry cans were arrayed in
rows, providing a kind of open-air
warehouse. Most of the team members were
busy completing the two radio operation
tents, designated site A (for SSB operation)
and site B (for CW operation). Even the
sleeping tents had been erected and
populated by cots, air mattresses, blankets,
and pillows. I took the last bed, and posted
my callsign on the doorway.

In a rush of excitement, we could see that
the team on the island already had two main
tents erected. These were the greeting,
eating, meeting (GEM) tent and the
communications (COM) tent. The team
would live and work in these tents when not
operating radios. One item we did not send
was the ATV and the wagon. Frankly, I
didn’t know how to do it, and I was relieved
when the skipper delayed it until the next
day.

I should not have been so surprised, but the
team did not follow the detailed plans for
erecting the camp. For instance, we had
meticulously designed the furniture layout
and wiring diagrams for the GEM and COM
tents, but the team simply moved quickly to
install the facilities ASAP. No matter. A
small amount of rearrangement, and I
declared them operational.

That night we were thrilled to see flashlights
floating back and forth on the island as the
onshore team worked into the night
constructing our camp. To our surprise, we
also saw several other lights across the
island, other boats at anchor. We had
expected Clipperton to be a remote and
lonely place, but this night it felt like a busy
resort. The floodlights of the boat burned
continuously through the night, and some of
us went out periodically to marvel at the sea
creatures attracted to the light.

The team agreed that the campsite, at the
large palm grove on the east side of
Clipperton, was the best of all sites on the
island. Most of the island is open, bare, and
extremely hot. Bougainville offered
protection, but generated a depressing
feeling due to its ruinous condition.
Camping at Clipperton Rock might have
been an acceptable alternative, but

The next morning, the moment I dreaded
came suddenly: the skipper decided to load
the ATV onto a zodiac and drive it to shore.
As he zoomed away, I thought “Be still my
soul.” On the beach, tiny but clearly visible,
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negotiating around the steep beaches and
debris deposits would have been
challenging.

several groups of visitors. The French Navy
arrived in a large warship (the “Prairie”),
and with a large contingent of very young
cadets, brought ashore Prof. Christian Jost
from the University of Tahiti and his
associate Prof. Jean Morschel. Jost is
probably the foremost expert on Clipperton
Island. This was his first visit to the island
in some years and he was eager to carry out
counts of the trees, birds, crabs, and
geographic surveys. They would return with
us to Cabo San Lucas. Next came the
commander of the Prairie, and we had
extended sessions posing for the cameras,
usually with Luis XE1L in the middle (as
usual!). We were also visited by the young
French couple from their sailboat, the one
we
had
encountered
in
our
circumnavigations. The wife generously
climbed two of the palm trees behind our
camp in order to hang up a banner showing
our callsign: TX5K.

The ATV
It was immediately obvious that the decision
to bring the ATV was very wise. It turned
out that perhaps half of the team already had
experience driving an ATV, but it wasn’t
really so hard after all. The ATV and its
wagon trailer moved back and forth between
the main camp in the remote radio operating
sites, carrying equipment, supplies, and
sometimes people. The surface of the atoll
near our camp was covered in a deep layer
of very fine unconsolidated coral sand. Even
walking in this material was difficult, and
pulling a wheelbarrow (of which we had
brought three) would have been exhausting.
The four-wheel-drive ATV was able to
move through the sand, although in the
process the top layer, which had turned dark
in the intense sunlight, was plowed under,
leaving a bright white track. However, since
there were no birds or burrows on the
roadway, we were not causing any damage
to the environment or the wildlife.

Going QRV
On the night of the second day, around nine
o’clock most of the radio operators
assembled in the GEM tent. Surprise! We
were within about two hours of being able
to go QRV. We had a very short discussion,
and then I made an executive decision: we
would go on the air at 11:00 PM, in about
two hours. I sent a note to our blogmeister
Rich KY6R to expect us to go QRV soon.

The radio stations
Through the rest of this day and the next,
many members of the team spent many
hours erecting many antennas. We brought
exclusively vertical
antennas, some
connected into four-square arrays especially
for 80m, 40m, and 30m. Altogether, the
team put together 10 complete HF stations
on the two main sites and one 6m/EME
(Earth-Moon-Earth) station about 1 km
away. Because the latter was essentially
self-contained, and was not connected to our
local Wi-Fi network, and because of the
special needs of the 6m EME operation, he
had very little interaction with the rest of the
team and was not updated on DXA.

DXA
Immediately, I queried Ed KE3D about the
Wi-Fi network. The network was crucial,
not only for the redundancy is provided, but
because one special computer had been
reserved exclusively for DXA, our real-time
online log server. DXA would listen to all
of the HF stations, capturing the individual
QSO data, packetizing it, and uploading it
every 60 seconds through the Inmarsat
satellite link to a server on the US mainland.
Anyone with a browser on any computer
anywhere in the world opened to the URL
www.dxa2.org would see a map of the
world and other basic information about the

Visitors
While the radio team was erecting the
antennas and installing the radios, I received
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DXpedition, including the total number of
QSOs logged, the band modes on which
TX5K was active at that moment, and the
map of the world showing flags and call
signs of the location of each station entered
into the TX5K log within the last minute.

Wading into the lagoon, I was surprised to
feel prickles over my skin, thinking it might
be some sort of biting aquatic larva. Later,
after some discussion with Prof. Jost, I
understood that it was the sulfuric acid in
the water, created by the large amount of
hydrogen sulfide gas released by the rotting
vegetation that grew in the stagnant water. I
carefully placed the hose with its intake
filter in a submerged bush, and returning to
shore.

While not formally part of the stations and
the radio operation, DXA was an essential
part of the DXpedition, providing an
important aid to DXers wanting to make a
valid contact with Clipperton. Ed set about
getting the Wi-Fi working. I was optimistic
and excited.

Expectantly, I started the generator, and
waited anxiously for about two minutes.
Then suddenly, with several burps, fresh
cool water came squirting out of the nozzle,
and I let out a triumphant whoop. The
shower worked! I stripped down and spent
easily 20 min. luxuriating in this fresh cool
clean shower bath. Because of the intense
heat on the island, especially in the
morning, every member of the team was
suffering, and I figured correctly that the
shower would be very popular. Indeed, for
the rest of the time we were there, a
continuous parade of men went to and from
the little tree. At the end of our operation,
even the most vociferous complainer
spontaneously dubbed it “the best thing on
the island.”

Then, to my horror, in spite of our year-long
preparations to implement DXA, and
repeated assertions that it was perfect and
ready to go, we discovered that there were
multiple problems, both in hardware and in
software. The radios went QRV on
schedule, but DXA was not working. I was
frantic, and bounced back and forth between
the various people who had created various
components of the system, some there on
the island and some at home. It wasn’t until
late the next day, perhaps 18 hours after the
radios started logging QSOs, that we
succeeded in updating the data in DXA and
getting it to correctly display the QSOs
logged in each minute interval. From that
time forward, the DXA system worked
flawlessly, and it received universal
compliments and appreciation.

Operating
As we progressed into the next few days,
the DXA counter ticked off the rise in total
QSOs logged. Now and then, we actually
had all 10 HF stations working
simultaneously.

The shower
Once DXA was working, I carried out my
secret operation, planned months before but
not shared with the team. I loaded several
cases from the corporation yard into the
ATV/wagon and drove to the solitary palm
tree at the edge of the lagoon, about 300 feet
from our camp. There, undetected, I
extracted and assembled the various
components–a small generator, a 12 volt
water pump, a three stage filter bank, two
long hoses, and a nozzle on the end of a 6
foot pole stuck in the ground.

The average rate at which TX5K logged
QSOs was slightly over 14,000 per day. I
spent my time monitoring DXA, filling its
generator every few hours day and night.
Next to me in the COM tent, Ed KE3D, set
up a remote video camera and recorded
some of the interesting behavior of the
masked boobies that nest on the ground all
around our camp. Ed even captured images
of a rat, which was significant (see the
scientific work below).
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Supplies

Clipperton Rock

On most days, the Shogun arrived in the
morning with supplies: food, water, and
gasoline. The food was superb–steaks,
hamburgers, pork chops, lasagna, macaroni
and green salad, and desserts of various
kinds. When hamburgers arrived, with all
the trimmings, we opened up the gas-fired
barbecue and the team was treated to freshly
grilled, hot, juicy burgers. Unfortunately, I
had not made it sufficiently clear to the team
that expeditions involve a certain amount of
overhead, such as setting up for the meals,
heating the food, and washing up
afterwards. As a result, there was more than
a little bad feeling between some team
members who thought that their only
responsibility was to work pileups and
others who didn’t feel they were there to be
servants.

Clipperton Rock is truly an other-worldly
artifact. The erosional remnant from the
original volcano that enabled the growth of
the coral atoll, it is a prolate spheroid not
quite 100 feet high and 200 feet long, shot
through with major cracks and tunnels, and
even a few natural flying buttresses. By
crawling on your stomach and climbing a
cliff with the aid of a rope, it is possible to
reach the summit. There you can behold a
most spectacular view of the entire island,
ticking off the individual locations that were
by now becoming familiar. Significant
numbers of the nearly 100,000 gannets
(boobies) on Clipperton roost and nest on
the Rock, and inside the areas that are
protected from direct sunlight sustain
growth of calcium carbonate nodules
covered with emerald green algae. I found a
brown booby wedged in a crevice near
death, but in spite of extricating it and
bringing it to water, it soon died.

Exploring
Most of the team members took the time to
hike the entire circumference of Clipperton,
some 7 miles, and they returned with many
interesting observations and valuable photographs. In particular, they documented the
2008 site of the TX5C DXpedition, which
was recognizable because some items had to
be abandoned when their departure was
limited by the high surf.

Bougainville
Like numerous other teammates, I made a
special trip to the large grove of palm trees
on the opposite side of the island called
Bougainville. The site had been occupied
numerous times in the past, including by
major military and scientific expeditions, as
well as shipwreck survivors and other
visitors. Bougainville had been my primary
destination, based on the fact that it has
many trees which would provide shelter
from the wind and sun. One morning I
commandeered the ATV and drove to
Bougainville by way of Clipperton Rock.

Another interesting site was the stacks of
artillery shells, left on the ground in the
open, birds blithely roosting among the
potential bombs. Some people have reported
hearing these explosives detonating, and we
gave them as wide a berth as possible,
consistent with getting good photographs.

Mounting the ATV, I drove across very
steep deposits of sand and broken flotsam,
emerging onto the long flat hard surface that
led to Bougainville. Even as I approached, I
had the feeling that the area was less
attractive than I had imagined, and this was
confirmed when I arrived. True, there were
a large number of palm trees, but there were
also thousands of dried and dead coconuts
on the ground in a depressingly gray cover

Elsewhere, team members documented the
remains of a forklift, a bulldozer, and a jeep.
Interestingly, the rubber tires on the jeep
were intact and seemingly in good
condition, while the rest of the vehicle,
made of steel, was almost completely rusted
away.
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that made walking difficult and unpleasant.
Bougainville had the feeling of ruins, of a
disaster area, and in a sense it was. I was
surprised and disappointed at the extensive
equipment and facilities that had been
simply abandoned: concrete buildings,
plastic water tanks, electric motors, steel
drums now almost entirely rusted away,
household furniture, and thousands of small
items that might once have been tools.

in a search for the microscopic one-celled
animals called foraminifera. These samples
were transferred to Dr.Mary McGann of the
U.S. Geological Survey, who examined
some of them immediately and identified
two genera: Bolivina and Sorities.
With the help of several teammates, LouPhi
and I searched for, and documented, several
masked boobies exhibiting the “Angel’s
wing” deformity that renders these birds
flightless. LouPhi shot an astonishing video
of two brown boobies in mortal combat,
possibly an indication of how some adult
birds come to have a broken wing.

Beyond the main grove was a clearing
almost entirely covered with green plants,
suggestive of a playing field, and while this
provided some relief from the ghostly palm
forest, the image of children playing ball
and adults having a picnic lunch was not a
very believable illusion. Just a little further
away, the large French flag announced that
this island belonged to the Republic of
France. While seemingly redundant, such
formalities are a central part of international
politics: most nations claim an exclusive
economic zone extending 200 miles out into
the oceans around their borders. For this
tiny atoll, in a strategic location in the
Eastern Pacific, it gives France autonomy
over more than 100,000 square miles of
ocean containing some of the richest tuna
stocks in the world. Clipperton is in such a
strategic position that several countries,
including Mexico and the United States,
have historically competed to claim
ownership, and various expeditions have
gone there to observe nuclear bomb tests
and satellite launches.

We brought with us two kites, and used
them to loft cameras that provided a large
number of high-quality and informative
aerial photographs of our campsite and other
parts of the island. We also attached a large
net in an attempt to capture flying airborne
insects, but none was collected.
Prof. Jost counted birds and palm trees,
sometimes with the aid of another kiteborne camera. He also installed survey
markers and documented the crab
population.
We also noted cockroaches and rats near the
campsite. There were a few crabs, perhaps a
dozen that came in the night, but nowhere
near the large numbers reported by previous
visitor to Clipperton. One of the most
startling sights was the extensive growth of
the vine-like plant since the 2008 TX5C
expedition. It is apparently growing rapidly
due to the reduction of the crab population
by the rats. We believe that within 5-10
years it will cover the entire island, which
also has been the case in the past.

Beyond Bougainville is the long, wide, flat,
and hard northwestern side of the atoll that
had been bulldozed for a landing strip, and
beyond that the sights of various radio
DXpeditions including TX5C could be
found. Nearby were the hundreds of
abandoned artillery shells, stacked neatly on
the ground and clearly not-to-be-touched.

The crabs themselves were not aggressive,
and actually seemed tame, except naturally
they fled when crowded. We wanted to
estimate how many crabs were at our
campsite, but it was nearly impossible to
distinguish one crab from another. So to
identify individual crabs, we marked some
of them on the carapace, using an erasable

Scientific work
Team member LouPhi Loncke, the other
Explorer’s Club member besides myself,
and I made about 15 collections of sediment
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marker, typically using radio callsigns or
names to distinguish the individuals.
Interestingly, we never saw the marked
crabs a second time, indicating that the
individuals we observed were part of a
much larger population that randomly came
into the camp, rather than a few individuals
who came repeatedly.

wind, that would determine whether we
could get off the island, and the surf was
determined by major weather patterns
hundreds of miles away. And although it
was my role and responsibility to keep
everyone informed with the best
information available, when I brought this
information to the team, I was not popular.

The two French TV filmmakers, Ramon
Gutierrez and Jean Bazille, spent most of
their time with two particular radio
operators. While it was disappointing that
they concentrated on such a narrow focus, it
was satisfying that the project was
documented. The 30-minute film was
completed in late May and will be broadcast
in France on September 13.

100,000 QSOs
On March 8, a little over a week after we
began, the DXA counter displayed exactly
100,000 QSOs. Quite a few people around
the world anticipated this moment and took
pictures of the screen, suitable for framing.
Shutdown

Thinking about leaving
Two days before the scheduled shutdown,
we stopped the CW operation and
dismantled the Site B tent. With the
increasing awareness that we would be
leaving in two or three days, some team
members who had not yet ventured out of
the camp took the opportunity to make the
7-mile circuit around the island.

As the days progressed, the radio operators
kept up an extraordinarily energetic
regimen, and the total number of QSOs rose
above 90,000. About four days ahead of
schedule, some members of the team
already were discussing the strategy and
procedures for shutdown and leaving. I was
a bit surprised, since I assumed they wanted
to extend the operating time to the
maximum. In fact, some members
apparently were making extremely tight
schedule arrangements for our return to
Cabo San Lucas and were nervous about our
departure. From experience, I knew that
such plans are very dangerous, and I advised
the team to be careful about making such
tight plans, just in case the weather turned
bad.

The next day we discussed when to stop
operations altogether and dismantle the site
A tent. I thought we might have another day
to operate, since the surf was decreasing
nicely. But apparently the team preferred to
not risk being late to leave, so packing
began in earnest. I marveled at the
efficiency and speed with which they
dismantled the camp and moved the bundles
and containers to the beach. Already the
crew from the Shogun was running shuttles,
and the whole operation reminded me of a
colony of leaf-cutter ants dismantling a bush
and carrying it down a trail where the pieces
would disappear into the nest.

Weather predictions
As usual, I consulted with the skipper on the
boat, who was in direct contact with the
home office in San Diego and had all the
available information about the current
weather and predictions for the next few
days. His input was that we would probably
experience increased winds for two more
days and then the winds would subside.
However, it is the state of the surf, not the

In an amazing replay of a week before, the
team simply lifted the ATV into a zodiac
and the skipper drove it through the rising
surf safely back to the boat. Soon, team
members themselves were being transported
back to the boat, and the number of people
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and amount of gear waiting on the beach
diminished nearly to zero. He boat crew did
the final sweep, gathering the last crates and
personal bags.

After four days of sailing, we were in Cabo,
and the majority of the team (mostly the
Europeans) left the boat, presumably in time
to make their scheduled flights. The
remaining nine of us continued another four
days to the home port in San Diego, where
we were greeted by wives, sweethearts, and
a wonderful sign that said “Welcome Home
Shogun.”

A clean campsite
At that point I took the opportunity to walk
back to our campsite, now completely bare,
and
systematically
inspected
and
photographed the entire area. I was
extremely impressed with what the team had
done: they had cleaned it completely. I
found not one single scrap of paper, piece of
wire, fragment of food, or any other
evidence of our stay there, save the fact that
the soft white sand was unusually clean, at
least compared to the neighboring areas. In
a relatively short time, the wind would
return our campsite to its previous state,
including deposits of plastic debris that float
in from the ocean.

The death of Luis XE1L
It was decided to unload the boat the next
morning, so we walked across the street to
our hotel carrying our suitcases. Luis XE1L
rolled his suitcases across the street on a
hotel cart and down the hallway to his room,
chatting with his two roommates. Then
without so much as a word or a wince, he
suddenly collapsed on the floor.
Instantly, his teammates realized something
was seriously wrong, and while one started
CPR, the other dialed 911. In minutes, the
fire department was there and began
resuscitation. But after a half-hour, it was
obvious that Luis was gone, and they
transported him to the UC medical center
about 5 miles away.

Departure
Around noon, the Shogun left Clipperton,
about 12 hours earlier than originally
scheduled, bound for Cabo san Lucas. The
trip back was surprisingly quiet. Only a
fraction of the team showed up for meals,
and there was relatively little general
socializing. The team was physically tired
from the exertion, and socially tired from
the
sometimes
stressful
personal
interactions. Much of the team spent much
of their time napping. The gentle rocking of
the boat was conducive to relaxing,
remembering, and writing. The Shogun ran
due north on the calmest seas the crew had
ever seen. I took the credit for bringing the
good luck.

Not everyone on the team knew what had
happened, but for those who did, the shock
was profound. Unfortunately, dx-world.net
published the rumor before its official
confirmation, which created considerable
confusion in the radio community. The
publication forced me to make a press
release half a day before I reached Luis’
family, an unforgivable breach of
journalistic and ham radio ethics.
In spite of our feelings about Luis, the next
morning the boat had to be unloaded and the
gear packed to be returned to Germany and
northern California. By midday, with
assistance from people who just showed up
to help, it was done. The radio equipment
was returned to Germany in the container,
and the facilities equipment was returned to
Richmond in a rented truck. As my wife and
I drove the truck north out of San Diego, we

The return voyage
One evening Prof. Jost treated us to an
extremely interesting presentation about the
past and future of Clipperton, particularly
pointing out the importance of active
management of the island to protect its
natural resources and the French Exclusive
Economic Zone.
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finally succeeded in connecting with Luis’
family, and I had the unenviable task of
explaining to his wife on the telephone what
had happened.

the management of the island, and are
therefore a desired activity.
Clipperton Island is far from fragile. Rather,
it is tough and resilient, and could easily be
host to many well-planned well-motivated
visits. The proposals for establishing a
permanent population in the island,
articulated by Prof. Jost, have merit, even if
it would mean a major shift in the
ecosystem (e.g., opening a passage and
allowing the lagoon to mix with the ocean).
After all, Clipperton is far from a “natural”
state and probably cannot ever return to the
conditions it had before the arrival of man.

Post-expedition
For some, the expedition isn’t over, even
after returning home. For me, there were the
tasks of unloading and processing the
equipment, returning borrowed items to
their
sources,
catching
up
with
correspondence, fielding urgent questions
from DXers who were concerned about their
QSOs, updating the web pages, catching up
the financial records, and writing reports
and articles for our sponsors. The logs were
uploaded to ClubLog immediately after the
end of the DXpedition, and most of DXers
requested their QSO cards using OQRS.
The cards will be distributed in late June,
2013, some three months after the operation.

This author, in fact, would enthusiastically
embrace an opportunity to return to
Clipperton, to carry on with projects that
document the rapid changes experienced by
the island, and to explore the most sensible
path for its future. Without reservation, I
can state that the 2013 expedition was a
positive event for the participants, for some
25,000 radio operators worldwide, and for
environmental
scientists,
program
managers, and the public interested in
Clipperton.

In the first two weeks after my return, I
wrote a full-length book about DXA,
including more than 150 pages about K7C
and TX5K, and had copies available at the
DX convention in Visalia (late April) and
Dayton (late May). I sent 30 copies ahead to
the
convention
in
Friedrichshafen,
Germany, and 15 copies to Japan.
Information about obtaining a copy of the
book is provided at the end of this report.
An e-book version is in preparation, and
will be accessible through the expedition
website www.tx5k.org.
In early May, I received and accepted an
invitation from Zorro JH1AJT to make a
presentation at the radio convention in
Tokyo in August.
The future
We are certain that no damage was done to
the island, and that future projects, even
projects with considerable facilities and
equipment, can safely visit Clipperton
Island. In fact, we believe that such visits
contribute to the monitoring and therefore
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The Art of QSLing – or not!
Tom Wylie, GM4FDM
A QSL card is a written confirmation of
either a ‘two-way radio communication’
between two ‘amateur radio stations’,
according to Wikipedia. According to
history, the first QSL card was sent in 1916
from Buffalo, New York, to Philadelphia. I
suppose in those early days it was important
evidence that a QSO had actually taken
place. But, I have to wonder about the
relevance of QSLing today. Since 1916
amateur radio station have become almost
“professional” with “broadcast station”
capability both in terms of power and
antennas – so why do we still feel the need
to exchange QSL cards almost 100 years
later?

1998. In those days you had two options if
you wanted a card. The bureau - or send
direct with a stamped addressed envelope or
equivalent. QSL cards were often expensive
to buy commercially in the UK and many
cards were simply printed on plain card,
which served the purpose.
However, time has passed and many
different amateurs have found they can
supplament their income by setting up a
small scale business in printing QSL cards.
In fact it is now VERY much cheaper to
have cards printed abroad and shipped to the
UK. Even a full-colour two-sided card can
be printed in Bulgaria or the Ukraine for a
fraction of the cost of a similar card printed
within the UK.

I think it’s something to do with the human
activity of collecting things. We collect
stamps, plane numbers, train numbers, all
sorts of things. I suppose we do this for
some form of self-satisfaction or pleasure.
Few people, if any, want our lists of planes
or trains seen after we are gone. It is of little
importance to them.

Desktop publishing design and art work
have made the design of QSL cards child’s
play. Many hams design their own, e-mail
the template to a printer and hey presto – in
a couple of weeks you get a box of beautiful
colour cards from Timbuktu or whereever.

I’m sure the same could be said for QSL
cards. We look at them, put them in a
drawer and the vast majority will never see
the light of day again. I can’t see the point
of religiously filing them in some form of
alpha-numeric order, all neatly indexed etc.
To me that’s almost like compulsive
behaviour disorder.

Perhaps this has contributed to the explosion
of QSL cards in the early part of this last
decade.
This has resulted in a number of different
things. Firstly the numbers of cards being
handled by national bureaux has
mushroomed so that it is no longer viable or
practicable for these to be handled on a
volunteer basis as used to be the case.
World postage charges have also risen
sharply and nowadays it costs a fortune to
ship boxes of coloured cards around the
world. Just look at the rise in UK charges
this year alone when the price of posting a
small package has been increased through
sleight of hand. Bureau operators
throughout the world have had to amend
their procedures to take the rise in costs into
account. It used to be the case that to send

Having said all that, I know that the
exchange of QSL cards will continue in the
hobby as their receipt continues to give
pleasure - and so I continue to process cards
for those that want them. This doesn’t mean
to say that I am not irritated by the practice
and the manner in which some amateurs
seem to carry it out.
For about 15 years I have been a QSL
manager - ever since I went to Antigua in
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cards out via the bureau was confined to
club members, but to receive cards was
really open to anybody as I think it was
deemed too time-consuming to weed out
cards for non-members. Unfortunately this
is no longer the case as far as the UK is
concerned where you must either be a
member of the RSGB to use the bureau or
pay a charge to be able to send and receive
cards without membership. This is also the
case in an increasing number of bureaux
throughout the world.

delivered or are unwanted, and all this is
costing you – the user - money. The elderly
amateur will tell you that the final courtesy
of a QSO is the exchange of a QSL card.
Let me modify that to be

This has brought problems in itself. Many
cards are being returned from world bureaux
stamped “not a member” and are
undelivered. As an RSGB QSL Bureau submanager I see an increasing number of highquality printed coloured cards being
returned undelivered each quarter and think
‘What a waste’.

Again, going back to my duties as QSL
Bureau Sub-manager, it is breathtaking to
see the number of cards which arrive at the
Bureau for RSGB members, but are
NEVER collected as the intended recipient
does not collect cards. Why not say that
whilst in QSO.

“The final courtesy of a QSO is ASKING if
a QSL card is required or not”
and not assuming that the other half of the
QSO is as interested in QSL cards as you
are.

“I’m sorry old man, but please do not send
me your QSL card as I do not collect!”

I am also not totally convinced about the
usefulness or cost effectiveness of
GlobalQSL
as
“The
Revolutionary
technology of QSL cards exchange.” Their
advert says:

Seemples! I am sad to say that I destroy
many QSL cards every quarter, as they are
uncollected. And, yes, some of the cards are
for some of our most active and well known
amateurs.

“You need no more write QSL cards or
print labels. Don't sort your outgoing cards,
no more trips to the outgoing and incoming
QSL bureau.” And “In case you move to
another QTH or relocate temporarily, don't
worry, all you have to do is to inform us
about the nearest bureau in your new area
and your incoming cards will follow you.”

I would genuinely ask each and everyone
who reads this article to review their own
personal QSL practises. I am in the process
of dealing with cards for our recent
expedition to Tuvalu – T2GM. I am baffled
by the practices of many foreign amateurs.
Club Log has made it very easy to request a
QSL card, perhaps too easy. By making the
appropriate clicks you can request a direct
card via their OQRS system (Online QSL
Request System). This is usually tied to
PayPal and by paying a modest sum for
your label, card, envelope and postage, you
can get a direct card really quickly and
without fuss. You do not even have to send
out your own card. Club Log also allows
you to ask for a bureau card by OQRS.
There is no charge for this, assuming you
are a member of a club or organisation
which supports a bureau.

That only holds good if you are – in the case
of the UK, a member of the RSGB or if you
use the RSGB and pay to use the bureau.
Otherwise your cards will never be
delivered in the UK. The same would hold
good for Germany and the DARC. So you
will be paying for a service which is flawed.
I can see merit in the GlobalQSL service if
it is used in the correct manner. All you do
is upload and ADIF file and Global will do
the rest. Unfortunately many people seem to
upload their entire log, resulting in a large
number of cards which will never be
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If used correctly, OQRS is a wonderful
time-saving, money-saving system of
obtaining that sought-after QSL card. The
magic words are “if used correctly”. Many
amateurs do not use the system correctly
and as far as I am concerned this is the first
and last time I will use it for requesting
bureau cards. Put simply – it is abused.

I do know that this is 2013, and with all our
fancy computers and software writers we
should be able to exchange electronic data
to satisfy the organisers of the various
award schemes around the world. After all,
who are we cheating? Ourselves?
LoTW is a step towards this goal, but in the
past year it has run into the technical
problem of storing, retrieving and
comparing and checking mass data. The last
time I looked they had over 500 million
QSOs recorded on their system, with just
under 73 million QSL records.

Recently when dealing with T2GM, I have
received e-mails asking for a bureau card.
Then I get a request for a bureau card via
OQRS as the applicant has just stumbled
upon Club Log OQRS. Perhaps they think
that because they have completed a Club
Log OQRS I will send them direct a card
free of charge. Then it is not unusual to get
a snotty e-mail after a few weeks asking
where their card is followed by an OQRS
request this time for a direct card. By this
time I have already sent them TWO cards
via the bureau and now a third card direct.
I can empathise with Victor Meldrew.

There are just over 4 million user files on
the system. The idea behind LoTW was that
a user just has to upload his log and allow
the system to do the comparison with other
log and list all the “confirmed” QSOs
without any paper exchange. Unfortunately
due to the number of users and QSOs on the
system, earlier this year the system was
creaking at the seams.

Perhaps some people are new to the hobby
and don’t realise that to exchange a card via
the bureau can take up to two years perhaps even longer.

E-QSL exists too, although I have never
used it. Their publicity blurb says:
“eQSL.cc is the first and only global
electronic QSL card exchange for amateur
radio operators and SWLs. It is designed to
be the fastest, easiest, and cheapest way to
exchange QSO confirmations, eliminating
the cost and time that regular QSL cards
have required for the past half century.”

In our ‘Need now, want now, must have
now’ society perhaps the bureau is no
longer fit for purpose.
Going back to basics, what is a QSL card
actually for? OK, I agree: many are nice to
look at, but for run-of-the-mill HF contacts
where each party is running a commercial
transceiver with a beam antenna at height
and 400 or 500W, do we really need to
exchange a piece of paper to confirm that
we made contact one year ago (sent by
bureau)?

That seems to tick all the boxes, but for
some reason unknown to me, its use is not
acceptable to the ARRL DXCC scheme.
So, the means exist to exchange data
electronically. We do it every day using
PSK, RTTY and yes, even plain old
fashioned CW. We just need the will to
accept electronic QSO data. It seems
unimaginable to me that we can send our
credit card details over the Internet and pay
all sorts of bills and purchase services... but
for me to convince the ARRL that I have
worked P5 on 20m CW and for them to

Now I know that I’m putting my head above
the parapet here, but I really have to
question the value of a QSL card in 2013.
Maybe there is a place for card exchange for
an experimental mode, of in an SHF band,
or for a contact which by its nature is
unusual or a freak of reception – I don’t
know.
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accept my electronic data exchange still
seems a long way off.

restrict your activities to replaying cards
received, or use the direct route only.

So, if you MUST exchange paper QSL
cards, please do not QSL every QSO you
make as a matter of course. Be selective.
QSO only NEW contacts, or perhaps

Do I really want / need that card?
Think, before you ink!

_____________________________________________________________________

Mini-DXpedition to Belize, V31RT
Ron Richards, WB1EAZ
Having been active from the US side of
pile-ups for a long time, I wanted to operate
from a “semi-rare” location. I had
previously operated as EI4VKH from
Ireland and /VE from Canada, but these
operations only resulted in a few contacts
due to lack of time and a credible station.
My goal was to operate for about a week
and make about 1,500 contacts from a
“semi-rare” location. Seeing various
information relative to Belize and the
availability of a ham shack, my XYL and I
started planning a combined sightseeing and
mini-DXpedition to Belize. We found that
V31MD’s shack in Placenta was available
with adjoining housing. I also wanted to get
a flavor of the fascinating country and made
reservations to stay at a jungle lodge –
Banana Bank - for four days. We quickly
made all the reservations.

were no facilities available at the ham
shack.
Since I was familiar with my Icom 7000, I
wanted to take that along with a power
supply, LDG tuner and laptop. We quickly
realized that we would have to check some
of the bags if we were going to take the ham
gear. So off we went to Boston Logan to fly
to Atlanta and then to Belize. I wanted to
take the ham gear as carry-on, so I had
packed all the equipment in one suitcase.
However, this created the biggest issue of
the trip, as security at the airport announced
that they wanted to examine the equipment
suitcase and run items through the X-ray
separately. When security gave me back the
case, I quickly closed it and hurried to catch
the plane. It was not until the next day,
when I opened the case, that I found that the
power supply for the computer, the tuner,
and cables were all missing. Fortunately
V31MD’s shack was well equipped. It had
antennas for all bands, 6-160m, a Kenwood
TS- 830S, a tuner - and other than having to
do paper logging, the station worked well.

The year went by quickly and soon we were
packing our bags in anticipation. Suddenly
we were notified that V31MD had sold his
property and the lodging was no longer
available. Fortunately the ham shack was
still available (as I turned out, I was the last
ham to use the station before it was
dismantled). We made our reservations
about ¼ mile away at Los Porticos. The
lodging was on the ocean and had a great
beach. The downside was that I had to walk
back and forth from the ham shack as there

My goals on the mini-DXpedition were to
work 12 and 17m focusing on Europe, Asia
and other areas outside North America. I
had a goal of at least 1,500 contacts in five
days of operating – plus some sightseeing.
The station worked very well with a cubical
quad for 10-20m and a vertical for the other
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closing down the station on March 19th we
said goodbye to the ham shack and traveled
to our lodge outside Belmopan (the Belize
capital).

bands. Since Belize was frequently on the
air during contests and was a relatively easy
shot for USA, my plan was to focus on 12
and 17m, working where possible openings
outside USA. I know there has been much
controversy recently over poor operating
habits in pile-ups. Although this was
certainly not a rare station, I worked
simplex all the time, and by clearly
identifying the station and not answering tail
enders and those calling out of turn when I
asked for specific areas, I was able to
maintain a reasonably relaxed QSO rate.

The lodge was located on the Belize River
with hundreds of acres of horses and
farming. The jaguar and the aviary with
macaws and other birds certainly caught our
attention. The next day we relaxed and
roamed the grounds. Then the following day
we went with a guide to Caracol. Caracol is
the largest ancient Mayan city in Belize.
From what we learned, most of the city had
been built by slaves captured in battles with
other tribes. We returned to the lodge and
enjoyed the home-cooked food with a
Mayan flavor.

The biggest issue was having to walk back
to the lodging for meals and bathroom
facilities. This really broke up the day and
eliminated using the shack when I had only
a short time, but all in all great fun with
warm weather in March and some great
beach days. We took one afternoon to go
visit the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife
Sanctuary up the road, Victoria Peak (the
second highest elevation in Belize), and
about 100 jaguars. During the countryside
drives, we saw many farms, including
banana and mango.

Reluctantly, we gradually headed for
Ladyville and Belize International Airport,
served by international flights from
Houston, Miami and Atlanta. All went
according to plan until we boarded the
plane, when we were told they were waiting
for sign-off on the maintenance log. This
wait took more than an hour. Then, when
approaching Atlanta, we were put into a
holding pattern and upon pulling up to the
gate, we were told the jetway was not
operating. We had about 20 minutes to
make our connecting flight, so we rushed
out, having to go and pick up our luggage,
go through customs and drop the bags back
off. We got to the gate for the Boston flight
only to find that the flight had just left. So
we were put up overnight in the local hotel
and travelled home the next morning with
little fanfare.

Back to the ham shack: our final results
were 1,525 QSOs in five days of operating.
I was quite pleased to have reached my goal
of 1,500 QSOs. All QSOs were on SSB with
about 875 on 17m (the real workhorse band
for me), 500 on 12m, 100 on 10m and about
50 on 40m. About 70 different countries
were worked, including JA, VK. A4, many
Europeans and South Americans. About
40% were outside of the US. Towards the
end of the stay I tried 40m in the
evening/night but there was not much
activity. When 17m was slow and there
wasn’t much activity on 12m, I went to
10m, which provided a nice run of 100
stations. During one of these runs, I tried to
get the XYL (licensed as V31BE) to go on
the air, but after putting on the headphones
she decided that the beach was her cup of
tea – not a hot ham shack with dozens of
hams all calling at the same time. So after

The postal service greeted us warmly when
we got back, with them saying in jest that
my QSL cards may just save the USPS from
its financial issues. My first task was to
order QSL cards. I soon took the
handwritten log and started transcribing the
QSOs to an electronic log. After about three
weeks I finished that task and uploaded to
LoTW.

29

Cable Theft
Roger Western, G3SXW

This may be a salutatory tale. All my
antenna cables were stolen. Here is the story
along with tips for prevention of future
losses.

started checking e-mails. Looking out of the
french windows I saw some coax lying in
the middle of the lawn. Err, that’s not right.
Go and investigate. I discovered that all four
cables had gone missing, apart from a few
feet that they couldn’t wrestle clear from the
bushes. They had tried to pull them out from
the hole in the wall, but failed - so cut them,
then ripped them out from behind the
bushes etc, all the way down to the tower,
disconnected the cables from the (luffed)
tower, cleanly, including the beam balun.
The whole lot was gone, missing, never to
be seen again.

The Installation
G3SXW lives in a quiet cul-de-sac on a
small hilltop a mile north of Chessington
World of Adventures. My rear garden is 150
feet long, backing on to an official public
footpath and then green belt. About 100 feet
from the rear of the house I have a 60-foot
Versatower P60, luff-over, wind-up tower,
with planning permission from 25 years
ago. This tower holds a KLM KT34A fourelement beam for 20, 15 and 10 metres on
an 18-foot, 3-inch boom – and above that a
Cushcraft D3W rotary dipole for the three
WARC bands: 30, 17 and 12m. A halyard
hoists up 80 and 40m dipoles, on one coax.

Somewhat in shock I phoned the police to
report a theft, not 999 but the non-urgent
number. I was supremely impressed: within
an hour a WPC came to investigate. There
was no forensic evidence and the
neighbours had not seen or heard anything.
The next day they phoned to say ‘case
closed’. But at least it had been registered,
so it might fit some pattern or other.

So, running to the tower are four lengths of
cable: two RG213 (10mm) and one Mini 8
(6.5mm) coax runs plus the rotator control
cable. From the back of the house to the top
of the tower this totals some 500+ feet of
cabling.

Next was to dig out the insurance details. I
got quotes for the replacement of cables,
maximised at about £400, but found that I
had a £100 excess on the policy plus a
voluntary extra £100 making £200 in total. I
also found in the bowels of my garage
nearly all the cabling which was needed – so
I decided not to go through the trauma of an
insurance claim. Besides, as we all know
insurance companies seldom pay out on
claims these days, always finding something
in the small print to absolve them of
responsibility.

Now, the rotator stopped turning a couple of
years ago and I finally decided this spring to
do something about it. I luffed the tower
over to the horizontal, propped up by a
ladder to take the weight, and bought a new
rotator, a Yaesu G-1000. Then I made a
mistake: I went away on holiday for a week!
The Theft
I joined the PJ6A team in Saba (exNetherlands Antilles) for the WPX CW
contest in May. This was a really fantastic
experience and lots of fun. Coming home,
dozy and jet-lagged from an overnight flight
from Antigua, I plugged in the laptop and

Installing New Cables
The first thing was to replace the 25-yearold halyard and break rope: easy enough. I
was being much assisted by my very good
friend of some 50 years, Ian/G3WVG. I also
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bought replacement steel cables for the
tower, which had not been changed since
being first installed in 1986! These were
installed, then the new rotator arrived. The
rotator plate in the head-section of the tower
already had four, would you believe, sets of
holes for earlier rotators, and (Sod’s Law)
none of them matched the new Yaesu G1000 holes. Drilling the four holes was NOT
easy, but we managed to do it without
removing the head section from the tower!
That would have entailed dismantling all
antennas, a major task which was best
avoided.

What happened was a combination of two
significant factors: replacing the rotator and
refurbishing antennas PLUS the cable theft.
This turned into a major project all told, but
I was never in a hurry, so the task could be
spread over some weeks.

Attaching the plugs for the rotator control
cable at both ends was also less than easy.
The 6-pin controller end was particularly
problematic, but eventually solved. Next
was to ‘bury’ the control cable to make it
less easy for thieves to get at. Rather than
trying to dig a trench, including a 15-foot
wide patio, I elected to ‘bury’ it behind
every bush and shrub and mini-tree. I then
tie-wrapped it at several points to make it
extremely difficult to simply pull through.
This took ages and incurred many scratches
and minor bleeds!

Improved Security

It remains to be seen how active I will
become on the bands, but I am now
motivated to use those antennas which have
caused me so much pain and effort. I do, of
course, still much prefer to operate from
exotic locations overseas, but now I can also
operate from home again.

Presumably the thieves are stealing cables to
get at the copper, for whatever few pounds
might be earned from the scrap value. Such
activities are renowned as being carried out
by gypsies (Oops: ‘Travellers’) but I have
absolutely no evidence to support that
theory.
I should admit that I suffered a previous
theft of all my cables. This was some 20
years ago and was assumed to be a freakish
one-off event. The two incidents are clearly
unlinked, but there might be some common
lessons to be learnt.

Next was replacement coax. I chose the
cheaper option of Mini-8 (6.5mm) for all
three runs of 150 feet each. This has greater
db losses than the RG 213 (10mm), but the
cost is half and it would be less attractive to
thieves. Also, to tell the truth, I’m far less
competitive these days and won’t mind
those missing couple of decibels. I ordered
three 50-metre runs with PL 259 plugs
already installed and ‘buried’ them behind
the foliage the same as the rotator control
cable (more blood, sweat and tears!).

Firstly, how did they get in? At the rear
there is a very solid wall of foliage
preventing access from the public footpath,
but the side entrance to my semi-detached is
open for anyone to walk in, so I am
arranging to install gates. These will not
deter a serious attempt to revisit for another
load of copper, but at least it would escalate
the crime from theft to ‘breaking and
entering’, so it might act as a deterrent. The
cost, I have decided, is worth it as it will
also help to keep out foxes and cats.

Back in Action
As I write this in mid-June I am nearly
finished. Within a few days I should be back
in action, at least on the six HF bands (three
with beam and three WARC with rotatable
dipole). It will be good to be heard again!

Secondly, ‘burying’ the cables: after much
effort and loss of blood I hope that it will
become nigh impossible to remove the
cables without some hours of work, which
thieves would not wish to risk. I also intend
to install a permanent sign at the house end
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which says: “CAUTION: 240 volts AC”, an
excusable white lie. A dummy CCTV
camera is also on the shopping list.

said: “Don’t let the b******s grind you
down!” I’m not about to give up a hobby
(passion?) of fifty years and let them beat
me.

Ah well, these things are sent to try us! As
Fletch (Ronnie Barker in ‘Porridge’) once

N8A - 2013 American Samoa DXpedition
12 – 27 November 2013
We, JH3PRR, W6SZN, ZL1GO and ZL3CW, are undertaking a DXpedition to American
Samoa (KH8) under the Special Events Station Callsign N8A especially for the CQWW
CW contest but with extended precontest activity intended to make KH8 widely available.
Our plan is to be on American Samoa for two weeks beginning November 12, 2013. We
will concentrate our efforts:
* On HF 10-160m
* Significant effort on 160 meters
* Focus on EU for the high bands
* CW will be the primary mode but SSB and RTTY available
* Location will be well south of Pago Pago to limit mountain low angle blockage
Statistics from the Most Wanted Entities List show the following ranks:
World no
criteria: 59
World SSB:
73
World CW:
40
World 160
CW: 22

EU no
criteria: 36
EU SSB: 40

EU CW
13
EU CW
18
EU CW
21
EU CW
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EU CW: 26
EU CW 160:
17

80:
40:
30:
20:

EU CW
43
EU CW
14
EU CW
14
EU CW
29

17:
15:
12:
10:

This will be, in principle, a self-funded DXpedition. We are paying our own
transportation, we will use our own radio and amplifiers and we are negotiating a
“discount” on the purchase of Spiderbeam & StepIR antennas. However, the cost of Air
Transportation will be quite expensive. Any donation will be welcomed and will be used
to offset our costs. We have set up a website and club and individual donations can be
done through our PayPal account. www.n8a.eu
Thank you very much, and we look forwarding to getting your calls in the log.
Jacky Calvo, ZL3CW, on behalf of the N8A Team
www.n8a.eu
E-mail: jcalvo@xtra.co.nz
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CQ Magazine’s 2013 Hall of Fame
CQ magazine today [17 May 2013]
announced its 2013 Hall of Fame inductees,
adding two members each to the CQ DX
and Contest Halls of Fame along with eight
new members of the CQ Amateur Radio
Hall of Fame.

licenses
CQ DX and Contest and DX Halls of Fame
The CQ DX and Contest Halls of Fame
honor those amateurs who not only excel in
personal performance in these major areas
of amateur radio, but who also "give back"
to the hobby in outstanding ways.

The CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame
honors those individuals, whether licensed
hams or not, who have made significant
contributions to amateur radio; and those
amateurs who have made significant
contributions either to amateur radio, to
their professional careers or to some other
aspect of life on our planet. The 2013
inductees (listed alphabetically) are:

The 2013 inductees to the CQ DX Hall of
Fame are:
* Vladimir Bykov, UA4WHX/AC4LN, has
visited and operated from over 100 DX
entities in the past ten years and operated
from all six continents in 2012 alone. Has
provided over 700,000 DX contacts for
hams around the world (and QSLed them
all).

* Evelyn Garrison, WS7A (SK) - amateur
radio industry leader
* Joel Kleinman, N1BKE (SK) - former
Managing Editor of QST magazine

* Robert "Gary" Dixon, K4MQG, is a
founding member of the Carolina DX
Association and as Founding President of
INDEXA, the International DX Association,
which has helped support over 200
DXpeditions in the past 30 years.

* Laurie Margolis, G3UML - Longtime
BBC correspondent and contributor to
amateur radio magazines
* Michael Owen, VK3KI (SK) - Longtime
President of the Wireless Institute of
Australia and chairman of IARU Region 3

The 2013 inductees to the CQ Contest Hall
of Fame are:

* Harry Rubinstein (ex-9EEV) (SK) Inventor of the printed circuit, the slider
potentiometer
and
the
combination
potentiometer/on-off switch

* Dale Green, VE7SV, is a world-class
contester who has been hosting teams of
new and experienced contesters at his
superstation for the past 20 years, and
recently helped start a contest group in
Chile.

* Walker Tompkins, K6ATX - Journalist,
author and historian, his three dozen books
included several well-known ham radiorelated novels

* Charles "Chas" Fulp, K3WW, also a
multi-award winning contester and past
president of the Frankford Radio Club
(FRC), which saysChas "is our role model
and sets the standard for other FRC
members to strive to achieve."

* Joe Walsh, WB6ACU - Rock music
performer and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
inductee
* William G. (Bill) Welsh, W6DDB (SK) CQ Novice Editor for 20 years; responsible
for helping thousands to get their ham
33

IOTA News
IOTA Convention, Beaumont Estate, Old Windsor 2014
Yes! The Beaumont revisited!

We are currently looking at the possibility of holding the celebration of IOTA’s 50th
Anniversary at Beaumont House over the weekend of 4-6 July 2014. Many of you will
remember the annual HF and IOTA Convention at the Beaumont from 1991 to 2001 and will
recall its beautiful setting in 40 acres of stunning countryside just by the River Thames. Nearby
is Magna Carta Island where the famous charter of civil rights was sealed, with Windsor and its
attractions just up the road. The Beaumont has undergone major refurbishment and is now one
of the most popular conference centre/hotels in the area… and we have been assured that now
double beds now sleep two, not one and a half people! Travel connections are easy with London
Heathrow Airport just 10 miles away (special taxi rates available if arranged through the
Beaumont). Chapel and art deco
Subject to sufficient expressions of interest, we will go ahead and organise an event with a
special focus on making it truly international. We believe that there are many IOTA aficionados
who will want to experience again the pleasure of a convention in such attractive surroundings
as well as lots of new island chasers and DXpeditioners who look forward to experiencing it for
the first time.
We are currently working on the finances, but we believe that the packages will be in the
following ball park (E & OE):
One person, one night (arrives Saturday morning, leaves Sunday morning: £155.00
Two persons, one night (ditto): £225.00
One person, two nights (arrives Friday late afternoon, leaves Sunday morning): £250.00
Two persons, two nights (ditto): £375.00
Depending on package, these figures include Friday night dinner, Saturday breakfast, lunch and
Gala Dinner and Sunday breakfast. However, there may be scope for some price adjustment
when we get into negotiations, for instance over making lunch optional. A rate for day visitors
will also be available.
A full programme of interesting IOTA talks will be organised with speakers well known to the
IOTA Community. At the Saturday Gala Dinner prizes will be presented to IOTA Marathon
winners who make the trip. A partners’ programme will also be organised.
What we need now are serious expressions of interest in attending, not at this stage
commitments. We have set target figures for certain dates rolling forward. If we reach these, the
event will go ahead. If not, the event will not proceed. If you are interested, please let Roger,
G3KMA know on g3kma@dsl.pipex.com, indicating the number attending and an e-mail
address. This is a one-off non-repeatable event to celebrate IOTA’s 50th Anniversary and will
not replace the October RSGB Convention. Please consider if you can come and help make
this happen. Overseas residents please note: If you are planning to attend Friedrichshafen 2014
(27-29 June) why not make it a longer summer holiday by travelling across to Britain
afterwards. We can’t guarantee the weather, but July may be a better bet than October!
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Update of data in IOTA Directory (2011 edition)
IOTA reference number issued
AF-109

SU

Nile Delta and Sinai Region group (Egypt)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
AF-083
AF-109

TS8TI
SU8N

Djerba Island (April/May 2013)
Disuqi (aka Nelson) Island (May 2013)

NA-160
NA-171
NA-180
NA-180
NA-180

HQ3W
XF2E
V31HU
V31MV
V32EE

Cochinos Cays (May/June 2013)
Venados Island (April 2013)
South Water Cay (April 2013)
South Water Cay (April 2013)
South Water Cay (April 2013)

OC-049
OC-208
OC-236

A35UD
YB8P
YB8RW/P

Tongatapu Island (May 2013)
Peleng Island, Banggai Islands (May 2013)
Bunaken Island (May 2013)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
19 June 2013

_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
PSK
On a 100W rig you then have only just 5dB
of head room at this setting. You will of
course find there is no ALC at this operating
point. You will also notice that the power
output varies with the data pattern that is
being sent, so you need that head room.

I was pleased to receive some feedback
from the May issue from Jim Evans,
G3VDB, regarding setting up PSK and
adjusting levels etc. Thanks for that, Jim,
I’m always pleased to receive comments. I
haven’t covered too much regarding PSK,
purely because this is supposed to be a
RTTY column, but since the instigation of
the CC contests, PSK is much used now in
those contests, mostly now on PSK63. So,
following my comments in the May column,
Jim e-mailed me and I was pleased to have
input on that mode. The following are Jim’s
views on PSK and the setting up of the
transceiver.

As it approaches full output power the
linearity of the PA will be poorer, so you
probably should not run any rig for PSK
at its rated output. That means unless
you have a linear, you must not run 100W
output PSK in CCs (A 200W rig even
risks going non-linear and probably should
be limited to 60 -70W).
This has an implication for the Foundation
and Intermediate licensee. You can't run a
10W rig at 10W PSK. You have to limit it
to, say, 3W.

-------------I would argue it is not sufficient to have "No
ALC". PSK is not only phase modulated; to
limit the bandwidth it is also shaped or
amplitude modulated. (See the description
in the July 2013 Rad Com, for example). I
would argue that to avoid splatter
(additional sidebands at 31 or 63Hz
intervals being the most obvious) the
transmitter has to be operating in its most
linear region and have "headroom" so there
is no risk of "flat topping" that amplitude
modulated waveform. To me this means

Although the waterfall allows you to select
and transmit at any audio frequency, doing
so below 1250Hz is risky. I always use 1500
or higher. Any non linearity in the audio
will generate additional PSK signals at the
tone interval. I have seen one European
station who was using a tone around 300Hz
and had non-linearity in the audio. He
appeared on the waterfall 7 times at 300Hz
intervals, increasingly weak at the higher
harmonics but copyable to some extent.
(That was about four years ago). By
selecting 1250Hz or higher the harmonics
will be outside the sideband filter and you
should have only one RF signal.

1) Making sure any compression is off
- modern rigs will not allow
compression in data modes. Older
rigs might do so as you could be
using normal USB setting.
2) Turning the rig power control up to
full power, (even if you want to run
QRP in the CCs)
3) Turning the (mic or data) audio
gain to zero, start transmitting and,
for a 100W rig, wind the audio gain
up until the power meter on the rig
or the SWR meter reaches 30W.

If you build your own audio interface and
there is any non linearity in the receive
audio path, that could be the source of the
received audio harmonics. (Having DC
flowing in an audio transformer could cause
that non linearity).
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Similarly on receive I always set the receive
audio level quite low (20% indicated on the
level meter) to give plenty of headroom in
the sound card. And if you listen to a
received PSK signal and it sounds harsh or
clicky, something is being overdriven! If
you get it wrong you could generate 2.5 kHz
of mush over everyone else. It has
happened, although it is getting better,

can be tricky. Sometimes we don't even find
each other in the Data CC.
I hope this is useful and not stating the
obvious / teaching granny etc.
-------------Jim, I always welcome input to the column.
You have very valid points and this is the
reason I reproduced your mail completely. I
agree with all of these points - and must say
that we take great care here in Norfolk when
taking some of the newcomers onto PSK for
the first time. Some of the first attempts can
be horrendous. I do exactly as you have
suggested here with the FT-2000. Power is
up full and audio down to minimum. I also
have the added TX volume control on the
MicroHam keyer to juggle with, as it has its
own sound card, and my transmitted signal
should be very clean - and obviously the
first thing we do on PSK is to advise people
to switch the processor off.

A couple of years ago the above philosophy
came up against an interesting feature of the
K3 as it was originally configured. One club
member wanted to run QRP in the CC.
Every time he did so he was splattering multiple sidebands. It turned out that
following the K3 PSK set-up instructions at
that time and trying to run QRP caused the
K3 to switch off its 100W amplifier and just
use the 10W amp if the power output was
below about 11W. The result: the PA was
not sufficiently linear. I believe that Elecraft
modified the firmware and the PSK set-up
instructions to allow the rig to operate as I
have described and now he can run QRP
and be at peace with the neighbours.

Using PSK62.5 has livened up the CCs a
great deal and I never even look at PSK31
any more. The exchanges are just as quick
as RTTY and a good score can be made on
both modes now. Jim is like me, somebody
from the Creed era, and I was using 7Bs in
1962. I must confess, to my shame, that
even though I am BARTG Chairman, I have
still not applied for my QCA award!

I would argue that when producing RTTY
with up-converted audio tones you also need
to be careful. You need to increase the audio
until the power output stops increasing and
then back off a little bit, but not as much as
PSK - (90W on a 100W rig if you want to
be at peace with the neighbours). Using
tones at 1500Hz and above is still important.

DL4RCK RBN
And if you are going to operate PSK in a
crowded band you need a 250Hz receive
filter or narrower to reduce your AGC being
pumped by strong signals in the full
audio passband.

During non-contest periods the keyword
needs to precede your call letters.
I tried using the RBN in the last CC test, but
although it works for RTTY I could not get
it to work for PSK. The RBN will spot calls
onto the bandmap, but then clicking on them
to try to go to their frequency will not work.
Obviously with an RTTY station a definite
frequency is involved, whereas with PSK
we are dealing with different channels
within an audio passband, so I cannot see
how it can work.

I should say that the above is not based on
any real objective measurements, but when
our club (Tall Trees) has operated in this
way the signals have been clean. Brian,
G3UJE, is less than two miles from me with
a 100ft high antenna and > S9+40 on SSB.
We operate CCs mostly without being
aware of each other in any mode, although
working a signal adjacent to Brian on SSB
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I must admit I have not spent too much time
trying this out, but if anybody else has had
any success with the PSK data RBN, I
would like to hear from them.

the air. They make – or buy – the simplest
and cheapest interface they can, connect it
up and use it. The result can be heard as
what can be determined as key-clicks
around their signal.

DX
The same care should be taken for AFSK
RTTY as for PSK. A clean signal will at
least allow others to use the band without
the QRM caused by a badly set up AFSK
RTTY signal. I prefer FSK over AFSK all
of the time. There are advantages and
disadvantages to both. When operating
AFSK you must make sure the audio
coming from your TNC or sound card is at
the correct level and you must maintain this
level. If the audio is too high it will
overdrive your transmitter and more than
likely result in a distorted RF signal or cause
your radio to put out "image" signals across
the band. You also must make sure you do
not have the speech processor turned on
when transmitting AFSK RTTY. This will
also cause problems on your RF signal. The
only real advantages to running AFSK are
that you can get started rather quickly using
this method because it's simple audio-to-asoundcard input for receive and audio-froma-soundcard output to your transceiver for
transmit. If you are not sure about the
cleanliness of your signal do some on air
tests. We should all be aware of this and it’s
much like looking after the environment.
Our environment is our frequency spectrum
and we ought to keep it as unpolluted as we
can.

Gardening and outside work - together with
antenna work - take over my time at this
time of year, but I did manage ZK3N on 18
and 14 MHz and also 5W1SA on 21 MHz,
both RTTY. Propagation is not good; the
SFI is around the 100 mark again, so we are
not experiencing the “highest ever solar
activity” that was being propounded a few
years ago.
Two-Tone
Written by David Wicks, G3YYD, this is a
new RTTY program and has received a lot
of comments from those who have tried it.
Comparisons have been made against
MMTTY, supposedly our program bible,
and it has performed very well. In fact in a
few comments I have read comparisons to
MMTTY have been made and Two-Tone
came out tops. It is written for those using
AFSK, though, and as I use FSK here I have
not pursued it further. Perhaps some
feedback could be forthcoming? E-mail me
please!
http://rttycontesting.com/downloads/downlo
ads.html
Don, AA5AU, has done comparisons
between MMTTY and TwoTone, so if you
are interested, take a look and read his
comments:

For further reading on AFSK/FSK, and also
setting up MMTTY for best use with AFSK,
take a look at Don/AA5AU’s pages.

http://rttycontesting.com/2Tone/AA5AU9U4U-40M-QSO.html

www.aa5au.com/gettingstarted/rtty_start_int
ro.htm

Whilst on the subject of AFSK RTTY,
mention should be made along similar lines
to those mentioned in relation to PSK. Many
newcomers to the mode, especially those
who just operate it to take part in the CC
contests, take the easiest route to getting on

Read ALL the pages here; they are well
worth it, even for experienced operators. We
can always learn something!
73 de Roger, G3LDI
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E-mails to the Editor
From MØURX

From G3TTC

I am writing in response to "DX Chat" in
the May Digest, p. 31. Don Field's Visalia
report talks about the terminology that the
panel were using in the DX Forum, it gave
me great concern that the term "OQRS
donations for DXpeditions" was used. I
would like it to be made perfectly clear that
OQRS and donations are two completely
different things.

I will be away until August 4th on a holiday
in my motorhome to visit a number of
Swedish and Norwegian islands, some in
my motorhome and others as a passenger on
a passenger ferry.
I am going by ferry from Harwich to
Esbjerg (Denmark), then going east to near
Copenhagen and crossing into Sweden. I’ll
travel east then north up the east coast of
Sweden about 1,600 miles to the top of the
Gulf of Bothnia. I then drive 500 miles
north up the western border of Finland and
cross into the very top of Norway, close to
the Russian border. From there I head down
the Norwegian coastline 2,000 miles as far
as Trondheim (ie 3/4 of the way down), then
drive south via Oslo to the south coast of
Norway to another island for the IOTA
contest on July 27/28th.

OQRS certainly in my case is set up solely
to pay for the QSL expenses. Donation
Button is an IT feature to help pay
DXpedition expenses on PayPal.
Blurring the two together certainly causes
me problems because people think that I am
making big money from OQRS, when I only
charge for QSL expenses.
Any DXpedition charging MORE than the
QSL costs on OQRS is in my view
completely wrong. If the DXpedition then
places a donation button on the PayPal page,
then this is an entirely different matter, but
is not related to OQRS.

Then I catch a ferry to the northern tip of
Denmark, cross into Germany (possibly
visiting a German island) then into the
Netherlands to visit friends in Warwick’s
twin town of Heemstede just west of
Amsterdam from 1st-4th August. Then on
the 4th August I catch the ferry from the
Hook of Holland back to Harwich.

N1DG needs to be made aware that OQRS
and Donations must NOT be blurred
together as that gives QSL managers like
myself a very bad name. OQRS must NOT
be used as a cashcow for QSL managers.
DXpeditions that wish to raise money to
offset expedition costs need to make it clear
that the donations are voluntary and can be
made with a donation button, and not as a
cost on OQRS.

All the time I will be visiting islands along
the way.
If you want to see my predicted island
activations, go to www.qrz.com and enter
G3TTC in the callsign search box.
My calls will be SMx/G3TTC/P and
LA/G3TTC/P.

Thank you for another excellent read!
Tim Beaumont MØURX

73 Keith, G3TTC
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FT5ZM
Press Release 3 May 2013
Ralph Fedor, K0IR
Since our last Press release early last month, we have a great deal of news to report.
We have received the call sign FT5ZM. It is a good call sign and we thank TAAF for their
cooperation. Two new team members have joined the team of fourteen. They are Neil,
VA7DX and Andy, UA3AB. Both men are veterans of many DXpeditions and add
expertise to the list of operators.
Several more sponsors have joined in with their support, Spiderbeam, Cycle 24 Antennas,
and Array Solutions. Array Solutions will be providing the new OM Power amplifiers for
our low band operations.
The team will assemble in Perth, Australia on January 10/11, 2014. The DXpedition vessel
Braveheart will arrive on January 12th and loading of equipment and personal items will
begin. The North Coast Radio Group of Western Australia, along with Alek, VK6APK,
will be offering logistical support to the FT5ZM Amsterdam Island DXpedition Team.
The VK6’s will assist in obtaining masts, ground rods, electrical hardware, and some
medical supplies. This will result in a substantial decrease in the bulk and weight of
material that the team has to ship from the U.S. We plan to depart for the 9 day trip to
Amsterdam Island on January 15th.
We are grateful to the growing list of DX Foundations, DX Clubs and individual DXers
who have contributed toward the DXpedition expenses.
NCDXF, INDEXA, ARRL/Colvin and several European based DX Foundations have
made unusually large commitments. They are aware of the extreme cost of the venture at
over $400,000; see our budget on the website.
However, thus far, we have only raised just over 53% of the money that we need to
complete this DXpedition. As payments on the vessel begin next month, we must ask the
world-wide DX community for their support.
Visit our website at: www.amsterdamdx.org and contribute whatever you can. We need
your help.
Thanks, we will update you monthly until departure.
73 –
Ralph Fedor – K0IR
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Raffle Prizes for the CDXC Summer
Social on 20th July 2013
The growing raffle prize list looks like
this (as of 26 June):
First Prize: FT-450D (donated by Yaesu
UK) as used by T32C
Second Prize: 3+3 element 18/24MHz
beam (donated by InnovAntennas)
Other prizes:
Nevada solar weather station (donated by
Nevada Radio)
Antenna grease
M0GHQ)

(donated

by

Max

Daily DX prize (donated by Bernie
W3UR)
Bars of chocolate from Mars [Kindly
donated by NASA?Ed.]
Elecraft XG3 signal source (donated by
Waters & Stanton)
As usual, we now have well over £1,000
worth of prizes! Raffle tickets can only
be purchased on the day, but if you cannot
make it, you can ask a friend who is going
to buy them for you. The AGM is
members only, but the Summer Social is
open to non-members.
If you have not already booked for the
AGM & Summer Social, then you can do
so at www.cdxc.org.uk and follow the
link from the home page. Car sharing is
becoming more popular each year as it
spreads the costs and adds another social
element to the day, so why not organise a
group? Use the Reflector to do this if you
wish.
73 Chris, G3SVL Chairman, CDXC
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Not the GB2RS News
x
x
x
x

Japanese amateurs in an attempt to explain
to DXers around the world why it is that
many Japanese QSL cards arrive in
envelopes which can be virtually impossible
to open because they’re so well sealed.
Unlike the self-addressed return envelopes
you then find inside, which have no glue
strip on them at all. So you have no
alternative but to keep a Pritt stick handy
just in case, dammit.
________________________________

Amateur radio to feature in ‘The
Archers’
Ze ‘Ham Radio’ 2013
The latest news from Japan
Special prefixes soon to be the
norm?

BBC Radio 4’s long-running radio soap,
‘The Archers’, continues to home in on
socially relevant story lines. In an episode to
be broadcast next month, the programme
highlights the role of amateur radio in
emergency communications on the farm. In
it we hear from keen amateur radio
enthusiast and local n’er do well, Eddie
Grundy, G4MOO, operating Tractor Mobile
from outside Keepers’ Cottage. We also
home in on members of the Ambridge
Amateur Radio Society (AARS), G3COW,
taking part in Pubs on the Air (POTA) from
the car park of the ‘The Bull’.
________________________________

In the wake of the ‘GV’ (‘MV’, ‘2V’…)
special prefix, available from the 5th to the
31st of July to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the Radio Society of Great
Britain, many radio amateurs are asking
which special prefixes are indeed now left
to celebrate other momentous and never-tobe-repeated occasions. Not many, it would
seem. It has even been suggested that if
you’ve taken a particular fancy to a
particular special prefix, then in future you
ought to be allowed to keep that infinitely
more exciting special prefix and use it on a
permanent basis. Mind you, it has also been
commented that if everybody were to do
this, then we’d all be back to square one,
with special prefixes the norm. [You what?
Ed.]
________________________________

Once again there were rave reviews of
Europe’s biggest amateur radio event, ze
German ‘Ham Radio’, held again this year
in Fred’s Harbour on Lake Constance. And
once again doing a roaring trade was that
local Duo of Desire, Franziska Frohmacher
and Liliane Leckmeister, as always to be
found propping up the bar in the buffet at
Friedrichshafen station. Indeed on hand this
year to make it a Trio of Temptation, no
less, and help Franziska and Liliane cope
with the annual influx of knob twiddlers to
ze ‘Ham Radio’, was Beate Bumsbeutel formerly of the Venus Club and most
recently a regular at the nearby Mars Bar.
Yes, if you ended up round her place, then
you’d invariably come to a very sticky end.
________________________________

Solution to Prize Crossword 58
G
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C
E
S

According to their website, the Japan
Amateur Radio League (JARL) have
adopted a new mascot in honour of one of
the most popular antenna designers of all
times: Yagi Bear. Yagi Bear has also been
chosen to front a new campaign on behalf of

A
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O
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Digest Prize Crossword 59
Last time round in Crossword 58
(May 2013) there were obviously
two possible spellings for 20
Across, with CLAP IN GAOL
being the other one.

1

2

3

9

by RFX
4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14
15

16
17

18
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20

21
22

23
24

25

The winner of Prize Crossword 58,
May 2013: Jim Evans, G3VDB,
Chelford, Cheshire.

26

28

27

29

ACROSS

DOWN

1 As for the chemist... (7)
5 ... a source of wood and iron east of country's
borders (7)
9 Grassy area in the middle of Orleans (3)
10 Maestro's awfully brutal owner (5,6)
11 Careless friends about to fly (8)
12 Standard type of security device (6)
15 Dog's hesitation to leave beastly home (4)
16 Instruments played by Morse, not me (10)
18 Approaching the eleventh hour, take steps to
reveal those present (10)
19 Monster seen in Ffestiniog region (4)
22 Exams around the end of June? That shows
balls! (6)
23 Order me a salad then a simple drink (5,3)
25 I will come in to provide normal sort of grub
(11)
27 Welcome a Canadian (3)
28 Direction given to hold service all together
(2,5)
29 Having money - that's something which
provides a solution (7)

1 Sets of charts a sailor's drawn up about outer
space (7)
2 Hangers-on providing camp underwear, by the
sound of it! (11)
3 Literary diarist's critical comment on wine - a
problem for Morse? (6)
4 Unusual cost update leading to hostile
takeovers (5,5)
5 Brave one often getting stoned! (4)
6 School in the outskirts of Perth in the role of
providing transport once (8)
7 Treebeard's medical speciality? (3)
8 Thoroughfares of Somerset town (7)
13 Fruit extremely morose nanny consumed after
work’s over (11)
14 Strong-jawed types featuring in schoolboy
lines (10)
17 Rids one's mind of real nuns in distress (8)
18 Act of aggression curtailed by ambassador and
one of his staff (7)
20 First lady on holiday mount (7)
21 Early exam lacking sense of decency (6)
24 Pleasant place near Cagnes-sur-Mer (4)
26 Witty remark upset this queen's consort? (3)

Deadline for entries: 20 August
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We are the UK’s
Exclusive Reseller
,4FSJFT5SBOTDFJWFS
tN N 8 8
t44#$8".'.
t355:14,
t$PNQBDUBOE-JHIUXFJHIU
* Options
When you buy a K3 the journey has only just begun. You get a top performance transceiver that is becoming the
favourite for DXpeditions and contests. It has a performance that would cost much more with some other brands,
and you are in good company. The data modes can be run entirely without a PC. You can add a completely
separate receiver, and get the P3 Panadaptor. Add an internal 10:1 VSWR ATU and sit it beside the 500W PA.
Plus more to come!

K3/100-F Built £2099.95 K3/100-K Kit £1999.95

,1"-JOFBS8N
A 500-watt solid-state amp that’s so well integrated, you’ll think its
reading your mind. The KPA-500 features 160-6m coverage, instant RF
based band switching with any radio, alphanumeric status display, bright
LED bar graphs, and a rugged, built-in linear supply. The amp’s manual
band switches can also be used to change bands on the K3. Also the
.FDQHYHQVHOHFWSHUEDQGDPSOL¿HUGULYHOHYHOVDXWRPDWLFDOO\ZKHQWKHDPSLVSODFHGLQWRRSHUDWHPRGHVR
you’ll rarely need to adjust power output. But the KPA-500 is not just limited to use with the K3 – It is fully compatible with most radios. The KPA comes with a 230V AC built-n PSU. Time for a change!

,9"MM.PEF)'N8

KPA500-F Built £2199.95 KPA500-K Kit £1999.95

The Quickest
way to get on
the air from
amywhere in
the woorld!

The Best Receiver
The Best Choice!

- Internal wide-range antenna tuner (ATU) & battery options;
built-in speaker
- Advanced DSP provides dual watch, noise reduction, noise
blanking, auto-notch, stereo audio effects
- Software-defined radio (SDR) architecture plus roofing filters
(KXFL3) for excellent dynamic range
- Operates in data modes (PSK31/RTTY) with or without a PC;
includes RX I/Q soundcard outputs
You have just stepped off the plane. You are anxious to get something on
the air quick, whilst the main party erect the antennas, run the cables
and install all the gear. Your little KX3 can handle pile ups and its internal
ATU will even match an end fed wire. Internal batteries provide the
power. Great! You are on the air with the minimum of fuss and when you
connect the KX3 to a large array you have the best receiver possible!

KX3-F Built £959.95 KX3-K Kit £899.95

The revolutionary Elecraft KX3 puts the world in the palm of your hand! Despite its small size, it covers all amateur bands from 160-6 meters, operates in all modes, and has DSP-based features usually found only on larger
radios.

www.wsplc.com
Orderline: 01702 206835
Waters & Stanton, Spa House, 22 Main Road, Hockley, Essex, SS5 4QS.
W&S @ Jaycee, 20 Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5DF

"Outstanding"
- Peter Hart
Our new flagship model
for real DXers

TS-990S
HF/50MHz TRANSCEIVER

receivers for simultaneous reception on two different bands
QDual

developed mixer that helps to achieve +40 dBm IP3
QNewly


1

with five types of newly developed 270 Hz–15 kHz roofing filter
QEquipped


2

DSPs installed in bandscope and main and sub receivers
QDedicated

Watts on HF/6M - Heavy-duty TX capability for prolonged operation
Q200

TFT display configuration allowing an intuitive grasp of conditions
QDual

1,2

Main RX only. 2 plus space for an optional filter

[ Other functions ] • Newly developed dividing PLL that divides high frequencies and achieves a high C/N ratio • Transceiver equipped with ±0.1 ppm TCXO, which
has a high degree of stability yet still conserves energy • Advanced AGC combining digital and analogue technology • Functions for eliminating various types
of interference and noise • Built-in automatic antenna tuner that enables high-speed operation • Twin cooling system that circulate sufficient airflow internally

Kenwood House Dwight Road Watford
Hertfordshire WD18 9EB, United Kingdom

*Alterations may be made without notice to improve the ratings or the design of the transceiver.
*The photographic and printing processes may cause the coloration of the transceiver to appear different from that of the actual transceiver.

www.kenwood-electronics.co.uk

www.yaesu.co.uk

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

New product from a British manufacturer.
WonderWand WonderLoop Antenna
If you are an avid FT-817 or
KX-3 operator and enjoy nothing
more than heading for the hills
on a weekend to active those
rare WAB squares. Take a look at the all new WonderWand
WonderLoop Antenna.
Incorporating their easy to use tuning circuit, which offers frequency
coverage from 20m-6m and handling 10w of RF power, you can be on
the air in seconds. The tuning unit is enclosed within a lightweight ABS
case, no larger than a pack of cards. This means you will no longer need
to carry around all those additional extras needed to string up a wire in the
field. There is also no need to worry about running a counterpoise with this
efficient loop design.
So how does it perform? As we had sunshine this afternoon, we popped
out into the car park here at ML&S and attached the loop to our demo
FT-817. Within minutes we had tuned to the 20m band worked into EA, I and
9A. Not bad for 5w and the ‘shack’ in our hand.

Visit our website to see the full specifications.
ML&S PRICE ONLY £91.86

The UK’s favourite rig-mounted
antenna system!
WonderWand Widebander
1.8-460MHz with Monster 1.8M Whip!............................................... £129.95
WonderWand Mk4
7-432MHz antenna with 1.8m Whip ..................................................... £89.95
Wonder-TCP
40-10m Tuneable Counterpoise .......................................................... £59.95

ACCESSORIES

AMATEUR
RADIO

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Outline House, 73 Guildford Street,
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

E&OE

ANTENNAS

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
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