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see above

Club News and Views
Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
“Will there be a seventh?” Here you‟ll have
to ask Derek.

A slightly slimmer, 48-page Digest it is this
time round. But then we‟re always being
told to lose weight. Mind you, this particular
weight reduction has mainly to do with
postage costs – and considerable savings for
CDXC if we stay below 100 grams.
Occasionally though, if we have some really
important material, we could go for a 56pager or even a 60-pager. The printers can
cope with these sizes as an exception.

Or if PNG doesn‟t grab you, which I‟m sure
it will, on page 20 we have Randy, NØTG,
filling us in on Sable Island, CYØ. Several
attempts to get there – and in March 2011
he and two of his fellow Americans finally
made it.
Our last DXpedtion report, on the other
hand, takes us to Mozambique and „DX
from C9 – a YL‟s perspective‟. I hasten to
add that this particular YL is not from
Latvia, but from the UK. Yes, Glenys (I
hope I‟ve spelled her name right...),
G8KWD. Her husband‟s also licensed, but
his callsign escapes me at the moment. He‟s
on the CDXC Committee too.

Be that as it may, on page 8 you‟ll find all
you need to know about this year‟s CDXC
AGM and Summer Social, again chez
Neville and Trish at HR6 0HY. I‟ve just
typed this postcode into my fancy new HTC
mobile phone, which would appear to do
everything apart from make the coffee, and
indeed ended up in a field about five miles
away. The cows are very friendly, though.

All of which gives you a rough idea.
Needless to say, all your regular columns
are in there too... including a few irregular
ones such as a couple of book reviews. In
one of these Stan/GØKBL takes a look at
„Ham Radio‟s Technical Culture‟, and in the
other it‟s Roger/G3SXW reporting on a new
book by Bob Locher, W9KNI.

Then on page 9 it‟s „Treasurer‟s Tune‟. Our
Gordon in his element here. Unlike myself,
who took (and failed…) O Level Maths
three times. Yes, it was languages, Latin
included, which were music to my ears.
But what about this month‟s DXpeds, as
some of us like to call them? Well, I was
originally hoping to include an article by
Chris, DL1MGB, all about his mammoth
expedition to the Kermadec Islands and
ZL8X. Almost 4,000 words on that one in
all – or about seven Digest pages. Then the
48-page axe fell and I realised it couldn‟t be
done, at least not this time round.

We also have a refreshingly lengthy „Emails to the Editor‟, most of which are in
response to Roger/G3SXW‟s „DXpeditioners‟ Woes‟ last time round.
Anyway, here‟s looking forward to seeing
many of you at the AGM and Summer
Social on 16 July. Indeed, as I type I see that
we now have 91 registrations for this one,
so we should make the 100 or more.

So what have we got? Well, on page 17
Derek, G3KHZ, tells us all about his most
recent expedition to PNG. “This was my
sixth trip to Papua New Guinea,” he says at
the end, so he must like the place. Indeed

73 Martyn, G3RFX
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

I hope you are all enjoying the occasional
lifts on 6m, because the HF bands have been
particularly poor over the last couple of
months. A good time to do that tower and
antenna maintenance you promised you
would do this summer, perhaps?

interest this creates, I asked long-time
CDXC member, John/G3LZQ to preside
over the decision. John is well known to all
of us as a DXer of much experience and,
being CDXC's auditor, has a good insight
into the Club's finances. John took the
application from FSDXA and input from
those on the Committee who were not going
to T32C and made a recommendation which
was accepted by the full Committee. Thanks
John - very professionally handled.

I was interested in the discussions, some
rather heated, on the Contest Reflectors
about the use of skimmers and the Reverse
Beacon Network (RBN) in NFD. There is
no doubt that their use poses challenges for
the contest organisers, but do they have a
role to play in DXing? I am a fan of RBN
for checking real propagation from my QTH
and for testing antennas and I recognise the
advantages that skimmer can bring to
'reading' a pile-up or monitoring a
seemingly dead band (10m comes to mind).
But I am uncomfortable when these devices
gain a connection to the cluster and thus a
world-wide near real-time audience.
Evolution towards the appropriate use of
these technologies is, fortunately, in our
own hands and pressure to tighten their
application should rightly come from within
the hobby. Keep the comments coming!

By the time you read this the AGM & SS
will be just around the corner. The details of
the AGM are published elsewhere in this
Digest but I wanted to make particular note
of two members of the Committee who will
be standing down at the AGM. Nigel/
G3TXF stood down as Treasurer at the last
AGM, but has stayed on for a year to assist
us in getting all of the membership data onto
CMIS. Nigel leaves a legacy of improving
our finances and membership data accuracy.
Michael/G7VJR is standing down due to
pressure of work. He has been instrumental
in
researching,
recommending
and
implementing the system that is now CMIS.
He has guided us in many other ways on IT
matters and will also be missed for his fresh
attitudes to DXing. I am pleased to say that
Mike/G3WPH has offered to take over
management of the CDXC website later in
the year, but we would like to recruit a
young or „new‟ DXer or two to the
Committee. So if you fit the bill, please
contact me or any Committee member.
Committee work is predominantly carried
out via e-mail, with just four meetings in the
year.

Requests for DX sponsorship continue to
arrive and you may be interested to know
that we reject around 40% for not meeting
our criteria. Since the last Digest we have
approved sponsorship for CDXC member
Chris/GM3WOJ, who will be back in Niue
as ZK2V at the end of October - and to an
Australian group who will be on Lord Howe
Island from 23 July. We are waiting to see
how the South Sudan unfolds politically
before sponsoring any DXpeditions there.
Your Committee has also dealt with an
interesting sponsorship request from
FSDXA for the T32C DXpedition. I say
interesting because a significant number of
the Committee will be going on this DXpedition. To avoid the inevitable conflict of

So enjoy the summer and I look forward to
seeing many of you, and your partners, at
Neville's QTH on 16 July.
73 and Good DX Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
The AGM & Summer Social will soon be
upon us - again at our QTH, Lower Withers
Barns, on Saturday the 16th of July. As usual
the AGM will start at noon, followed by the
BBQ. The main raffle prize will be the new
FT-450D transceiver with IF DSP donated
by Yaesu UK, for which we are very
grateful. I‟ve heard very good reports of this
rig. See the Yaesu UK website for further
details.

The T32C team, as well as CDXC, supports
the DX Code of Conduct, which is
essentially a list of Dos and Don‟ts. We
decided to take this a stage further and to
write some notes on „How to Work T32C‟.
We are very grateful to Wayne/N7NG, to
Steve/9M6DXX and to members of the
T32C team for their work on this. I thought
members would be interested to see this, so
here goes:

I have three apologies to make. In my May
PP I omitted Mauro/I1JQJ, Bob/K4UEE and
Tony/WA4JQS from our list of CQ DX Hall
of Fame members. This means that we now
have seven CQ DX HoF members in
CDXC.

How to Work T32C

Members will remember that CDXC and
Martin Lynch & Sons sponsored the Henry
Lewis [G3GIQ] Cup for a section of the
IOTA Contest. The organisers have now
decided that this cup will be awarded to the
winner of the UK 24-hour SSB (singleoperator) section. It‟s a beautiful cup and
well worth winning.
Wearing my T32C Team Leader hat, I
would like to thank the CDXC Committee
for their generous donation to T32C. With
so many T32C members on the CDXC
Committee, a way had to be found to make
this decision following the principles of
good governance. Chairman Chris has
written about this in his column. We have
also received very generous donations from
GDXF, the German DX Foundation and
from the RSGB DXpedition Fund as well as
many others.
The T32C project is running to plan; the
container will be shipped from Suva, Fiji,
on 8 July and be arriving in Kiritimati
approximately 10 days later. The vessel is
the Komaiwai II, the routing direct.
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Our goals are to provide every
station in the world with the
opportunity to make at least one
QSO with T32C, and to enable top
DXers to put T32C in their log on as
many bands and modes as possible.



Before calling, make sure you can
copy T32C well enough for a good
QSO. If signals are poor, it would
probably be worth your while to wait
a little for better propagation. We
will be active for one month, so
there will be plenty of opportunities
to make your QSOs.



Until near the end of the operation,
we will utilise split operation only:
Generally, we will be listening a few
kilohertz higher than our transmit
frequency, but the T32C operator
will
announce
his
listening
frequency or frequencies regularly.
Be careful to set up your transceiver
so that you do not accidentally call
on our transmit frequency. Instead,
determine where we are listening
(the T32C operator will say, or
simply find the pile-up!) and call us
there.



Here are some tips: Who are we
working? What is the callsign?

Where is this station transmitting?
While we are listening, you should
quickly scan the pile-up to find the
station we are working. On CW,
increase your receive bandwidth if
necessary. Determine where we are
listening and then pick your transmit
frequency accordingly.






stations other than those we are
addressing.

Our operators will try hard to work
stations in all parts of the world, but
some areas will require more time
and effort than others. Listen to
determine if we are trying to work a
particular geographical area (again,
the T32C operator will announce, for
example, “Europe only” or “South
America only”). Call if you are in
that area. We will not respond to
callers who are not in that area. If
you are not in the desired area, spend
the waiting time studying the pile-up
procedure of the operators.
Call us only when we are asking for
anyone to call, eg after a CQ call or,
more likely, when an existing QSO
has been fully completed. When the
T32C operator says “T32C QRZ?”,
announces his listening frequencies,
or says “T32C… thank you” (“T32C
TU” on CW) that is your cue to call.



If you do not hear who has been
called, listen for a short time as the
operator will repeat the call. We
recognise that QRM might have
covered the T32C signal just as you
are being called! If in doubt, please
do not call again, but listen to the
T32C operator. If he has heard you,
he will call you again if you do not
respond straight away.



Be sure you have made a good QSO.
If you aren‟t sure, make another
QSO. It is best not to send a report
until the operator sends your callsign
correctly, as he will take reception of
your report as a confirmation that he
has copied your callsign correctly. If
the operator does not send your
callsign correctly, make another
QSO later. Logs will be uploaded
daily to Club Log, so ideally check
whether your callsign has been
logged correctly before trying for an
„insurance‟ contact.



Reiterating, we
stations who are:

will

not

work

o Calling out of turn – when
we are trying to work
someone else
o Calling out of the called area
– wait for your turn
o Calling with an obviously
wrong partial callsign – study
the pile-up

If we respond immediately with your
full callsign and a signal report, fine.
In that case just reply with your
signal report to us and that is a good
QSO. But bear in mind that many
stations are likely to be calling and it
is possible the T32C operator will
not have been able to copy your
complete callsign the first time. He
would then respond to a „partial‟ call
(eg “the Mike Zero Alpha station,
you‟re 59”, or “station ending X-Ray
Yankee Zulu, you‟re 59”). Please
call again then only if your callsign
corresponds to that being called, or
is very similar (one matching letter
in your callsign is NOT enough!)
We will not respond to calls from
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We understand that no-one is
perfect, and that everyone makes
mistakes. People will transmit on our
frequency, and they will do so
repeatedly because often they can‟t
hear the DX station. Please don‟t get
frustrated and respond to this: let us
deal with the situation!



Shibaozhai, where we visited the 12-storey
pavilion built in 1650. Then we sailed
overnight to Chongqing, a city with a
population of over 30 million. There we saw
some rather dirty panda bears in the zoo.
Another flight took us to Xian, where we
saw the Terracotta Warriors; these are well
worth a visit, but Xian is a building site and
the hotel was grotty.

Comments on our operating
procedures, choice of bands etc.
should be made via e-mail. We have
established a special e-mail address
which anyone can use to send
messages to us. We will publicise
this address widely in the press
releases, on the website etc. We will
review all comments, but we won‟t
be able to reply to anyone
individually. Any general responses
will appear on our website and, if
appropriate, we will circulate them
to the amateur radio press.

Our last flight took us to Beijing and an
excellent hotel, and we then travelled to the
Badaling Halls to see the Great Wall. This
was fantastic and we took some marvellous
photos. Back in Beijing we enjoyed a
Peking duck dinner followed by a recital at
the Peking Opera. Next day we visited the
enormous Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden
City and the Summer Palace. With a
temperature of 30 degrees C this was a long
and tiring day, but again very worthwhile.
The next day we flew home from Beijing.

-----------------------------Finally, I have been asked by several
members about our recent holiday in China.
It was fantastic, very well organised and
exhausting! The tour, „Imperial Jewels of
China‟, was organised by Viking River
Cruises. It lasted 13 days and there were 12
guided tours. We flew to Shanghai, a very
modern city, superb hotel, and visited Old
Shanghai, the Bund, a silk carpet workshop,
Shanghai Museum and finished off the day
with a Chinese acrobatic show.

This was a wonderful tour, but the
programme was somewhat hectic and we
would have liked to have spent more time
looking around. Our guide was tremendous;
he was very open about the problems of
China, but was very proud of everything
that has been achieved over the past 10-15
years. There was an excellent lecture
programme on the ship.

We then flew to Wuhan, visited the Hubei
Museum and joined the Viking Emerald.
The ship sailed up the Yangtze for a couple
of days to the Three Gorges Dam. On this
trip we noticed masses of large barges all
full of building materials. We toured the
dam, an amazing structure. Apparently 1.2
million people were relocated and there are
26 units generating 18,200 MW, the
equivalent of 18 nuclear power stations.
When the dam was designed it was meant to
provide 18% of China‟s power. Because of
the huge growth of the Chinese economy it
now provides only 3%. The weight of the
water in the dam is causing small
earthquakes.

That‟s it for now. Trish and I look forward
to seeing many of you here on Saturday, 16
July.
73

We then went through five huge locks and
sailed to the Lesser Three Gorges. The
scenery was beautiful; we boarded a smaller
boat for a trip up these gorges. Back to the
Viking Emerald and an overnight sail to
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CDXC AGM and Summer Social 2011
The Annual General Meeting of CDXC will be held on Saturday, 16 July 2011, at 1200
at the QTH of Neville Cheadle, G3NUG, Lower Withers Barns, Middleton on the Hill,
Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0HY. Thank you to Neville and Trish for offering to host
us again this year.
AGM Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the 2010 AGM
3. Chairman’s Report
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Election of New Committee
7. Election of Auditor
8. Any Other Business

Committee nominations and items for AOB must be given to the Secretary prior to the
commencement of the AGM.
Our popular Summer Social follows the AGM in Neville’s garden and all members and
families are most welcome. Come and meet your fellow members. There should be
something of interest for everyone.
As usual there will be food and a BBQ for which a charge of £10 per adult, payable on
the day, will be made. There will be no charge for children under 16 and of course there
is no charge for members who only attend the AGM. Soft drinks will be included, but
bring your own wine and beer.
Please bring a folding chair as only a limited number of seats are available.
We will be holding our famous Raffle during the Summer Social with a first prize of a
Yaesu FT-450D kindly donated by Yaesu UK. Donations of prizes from members are
always welcome. Raffle tickets are only available on the day, but members attending
the Summer Social may buy tickets on behalf of members who are unable to attend,
provided they agree to carry home any prizes for that member.
I would appreciate it if you would let me know as soon as possible if you will be
attending so that we can plan the catering requirements. Please either:
Make your booking direct via the Events link on the CDXC website (Please DO NOT
pay online) OR e-mail me with your information [sec@CDXC.org.uk] OR use the return
slip enclosed with this Digest.
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I would much prefer direct booking or e-mails, please, as I can give acknowledgement
and avoid anything getting lost in the post.
Tony, G4LDL, Secretary CDXC
Directions to G3NUG QTH - Lower Withers Barns
Neville is QTHR and while his postcode is at best 'approximate', the full grid reference
is: 52o 16' 24.32" N, 2o 40' 19.34" W.
Detailed directions can be found at
www.cdxc.org.uk/calendar?eventId=239661&EventViewMode=EventDetails
If you get lost on the day, then call (01568) 750560.

_____________________________________________________________________

Treasurer’s Tune – July 2011
Gordon Rolland, G3USR

1. Annual Accounts: Year to 31 March 2011
On the following pages you will find CDXC‟s accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011. The
club had a buoyant year financially, particularly bearing in mind the current economic situation.
Your Committee has worked hard to ensure both a positive result and the best use of CDXC‟s
funds. In addition, following my election as your Treasurer at last year‟s AGM the handover
process, which should have been straightforward, proved time-consuming and protracted.
Delays were largely due to poor customer service from our principal bank, NatWest, and our
thanks are due to Nigel/G3TXF for his perseverance in resolving the related issues.
Please note that the accounts format this year has been revised to make the accounts more
contemporary in layout and nomenclature and to enhance their transparency. I hope that this has
been successful. The Auditor‟s report has also been rephrased.
These accounts will be proposed for adoption by members at the AGM held before the Summer
Social on 16 July 2011. If you have any queries or comments please come along and raise them,
although I would appreciate some advance warning to allow me to research the answers!
2. Honorary Auditor
Our Auditor, John Dunnington/G3LZQ has intimated that he wishes to stand down from the
position at the forthcoming AGM. Thank you, John, for taking this role for the last several years.
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Would you like to volunteer to be CDXC‟s Honorary Auditor? There are two practical
requirements. Firstly, to ensure independence you cannot be a member of CDXC‟s Committee.
Secondly, you should have an interest in CDXC‟s financial affairs. Previous financial
experience is not essential, but would be an advantage. If you would like to know more about
what is involved please drop an e-mail to g3usr@btinternet.com and I will provide further
information on what the role involves.
3. Subscriptions for the New Year - 2011/12
Subscriptions become formally due on 1 July each year and at the time of writing (late June)
many had already been received. Thank you to everyone who has already paid and to those who
have settled by Standing Order or made an online, cash or cheque payment since 1 July.
Would those who have not yet paid, please do as soon as possible. Options as to how to pay
were set out on page 7 of the May Digest. Subscriptions will lapse and no further Digests will be
distributed where a member‟s subscription remains unpaid after 1st August, 2011
If anyone has a financial issue in paying their subscription, please e-mail me or write using the
contact details in the Digest and let me know. Otherwise, please make you subscription payment
now to ensure that you continue to enjoy our great bi-monthly Digest without interruption.
Gordon, G3USR Treasurer, CDXC

DRAFT CDXC Annual Accounts – 2010 / 11
Income & Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st March
Income
Members‟ Subscriptions
Advertising & Web Site Sponsorship
Annual Dinner Income
Summer Social
Donations Received
Badges - net
contribution
Bank Interest Received
Misc Other Income
Expenditure
Digest Print and
Distribution
DXpedition Funding
Annual Dinner Costs
Trophies & Badges
CMS - Wild Apricot
Costs
Marketing & Mailshots
Misc Expenses

Notes
(1)

(2)
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2011
12,672
2,450
1,806
1,332
345

2010
13,620
2,230
2,065
1,021
500

30
10
150
Total Income 18,795

448
9
0
19,893

9,926
4,078
1,855
314

11,982
4,518
2,040
601

720
35
100

591
435
156

RSGB Affiliation
Equipment Expenditure

48
0
Total Expenditure 17,076
Net Surplus / (Deficit) for the
year 1,719
Accumulated Surplus brought
forward 11,998
Accumulated Surplus carried
forward 13,716

44
16
20,383

( 490)
12,488
11,998

Balance Sheet at 31st March
Current Assets
Cash at Banks
& PayPal
Amounts
receivable

2011

2010

22,086

19,307

0
Total Current Assets 22,086

360
19,668

(3)

Less:
Current Liabilities - Creditors & Provisions
Sundry
Creditors
Subs Paid in
Advance
(1)
Digest
Printing Costs
DXpedition
Sponsorship
(2)

30

0

3,500

2,330

4,240

4,240

600
8,370
Net current assets 13,716

1,100
7,670
11,998

Representing Reserves
Income & Expenditure account
Balance carried forward 13,716

11,998

Explanatory Notes to the Accounts:
1. Subscription income has been reduced by a transfer to provisions of £ 1,170
for pre-paid subscriptions for April to June 2011 as the membership year ends
on 30th June.
2. DXpedition Sponsorship is recognised in the accounts of the year in which a
pledge of sponsorship is made. Pledges which remain unpaid at the year-end
are then recognised by provisions carried forward.
3. CDXC does not capitalise any assets held such as loan equipment but writes
off the cost when incurred. There is, therefore, no need for Fixed Assets or
annual Depreciation to be recognised in the accounts.
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4. These accounts were adopted by the CDXC Committee on 15th May, 2011.
Prepared by: Gordon Rolland, G3USR, Treasurer, CDXC, 15th May, 2011
Audited by: John Dunnington, G3LZQ, Honorary Auditor, CDXC, 21st June,
2011. I have examined the annual accounts of CDXC for the year ended 31st
March, 2011 comprising an Income & Expenditure Account and a Balance Sheet
and I certify that they are in accordance with the books and records
exhibited to me.
Supplementary Information:
CDXC DXpedition Support in 2010/11
Kermadec
Palestine
Rockall Attempt
South Orkney
Sebatik Island
Niue & Norfolk
Sao Thome & Principe
Togo
Congo
Cocos Keeling
Cameroun
Clublog
IREF
Sierra Leone
Jan Mayen
Andaman Isl

ZL8X
E4X
VP8ORK
9M6DXX/P
ZK2A/VK9N
S9DX
5V7TT
9Q50ON
VK9C/G6AY
TJ9PF

9L5MS
JX7VPA/JX5O
VU4PB

Less: Provisions no longer required
Per Income & Expenditure Accounts

501
154
200
755
100
295
100
200
200
150
348
500
786
100
150
150
4,690
-612
4,078

_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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DX an’ all that
Don Field, G3XTT

I suppose we cannot expect good band
conditions over the summer period, other
than some Sporadic E to liven things up, but
the bands do seem to have been quite
depressing of late, after the year‟s early
promise. Even the 6m Sporadic E season
has been somewhat slow to get off the
ground this year. Let‟s hope matters
improve considerably in time for the many
interesting expeditions scheduled for the
autumn.

experienced Hy-Gain monobanders
several contest locations.

at

So the plan is to replace the TH7 with an
'11' and stack the Cushcraft 40-2CD above
it. It won't be done quite yet, though, and is
more likely to take place early next year.
We are expecting builders in again within a
month or so and that will preclude any
tower work. I would be interested to hear of
CDXC users‟ experience of the TH11 ideally from anyone also stacking with the
40-2CD.

I promised this time to ramble on about
linear amplifiers, but before that I am
pleased to say I have had some feedback on
my last piece, so let‟s get those out of the
way first (and thanks to my respondents;
nice to know that someone actually reads
this stuff!).

Not wishing to pre-empt your review of
amps next time, but just to say if anyone has
an Alpha 78 for disposal I'd love another to
complement mine. What a FB piece of kit,
notwithstanding the costly 8874s (all three
of 'em!).

from GW4BLE

I will be in Cornwall at the time of the
CDXC Social, so will miss the gathering at
Neville‟s. I know Steve/GW4BKG is keen
to get there, though, so there will be at least
some representation from the Principality, if
not the contingent we had last year!

I had intended to pen (type!) a few words in
response to your transceiver reviews in what
must have been the March edition; now it's
the May Digest and you are already onto
aerials. Having recently retired all of a week
ago, I need to find my own time before I get
handed the domestic chores list.

from GØTSM

Not having a 'proper' antenna for 18/24
MHz, although the 40-2CD works sort-of
when primed with the rig's auto-tuner, I've
been considering a replacement for the TH7
that would cover the main bands and also
incorporate WARC. My choice is the
TH11. Yes, I appreciate many are singing
the praises of Optibeam, but HyGain have
been around a long while and definitely
stood the test of time. My first commercial
antenna when licensed back in 1972 was a
Hy-Gain 18AVT vertical and over the years
I progressed through the likes of a TH2,
TH3, TH5 and (since 1983) the TH7. I also

I've just got round to reading the Digest and
noted your comments about a 30/40m
dipole. By now you've probably been
pointed to the Optibeam OB1-4030.
I was told once that the reason you cannot
have a true trapped 30/40m dipole - ie single
element with a trap on each end - was
because the distance from the end of the
30m trap to the tip of the 40m element
would be too short. I don‟t know how true
that is, but if you look at the top section of a
Cushcraft R8 that‟s about 52" long. Divide
that by two as it‟s a half-wave vertical and I
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would have thought 26" would be enough
for the tip on a 30/40 trapped dipole?

good. And if you are into weak-signal
working on VHF then every dB is crucial,
on both transmit and receive.

Linear amplifiers
My first linear was an FL-2000, using a pair
of 572B valves. It was rated at 400W
output, but I quickly discovered that, if you
ran it at that level for a weekend contest,
perhaps with speech processing, it got very
hot indeed, and I also had problems with
arcing. So I learned quite early in the game
to be wary of amplifiers that were sold as
being 400W-capable. I believe the various
amplifiers using TV sweep tubes tended to
be even worse. But there was no doubt that
adding the FL-2000 to my FT-101 (a Mk1
back then, as I recall) made a very
noticeable difference to my DXing, on 160,
80 and 40m in particular. Even from a 30ftsquare back garden, I could finally think in
terms of 80m DXCC, for example, which
had been but a pipedream up to that point.

I said last time that I would devote some of
this column to a general discussion about
linear amplifiers. For reasons which I have
never fully understood, the topic can bring
out some strong emotions, particularly from
those who somehow feel it is inappropriate
to use so much power. It is largely for
technical and cost reasons that the majority
of transceivers operate at the 100W level.
Very few countries have placed a 100W
restriction on their amateurs (Belgium was
one, for many years, and the UK‟s previous
150W limit for CW operation were more the
exception than the rule). 500W, a kilowatt,
or more are typical in most geographies
(though not necessarily for all licence
classes). Let‟s not kid ourselves that these
are huge power levels, although certainly
not to be compared with the sort of output
powers typical of broadcasting stations or
even many point-to-point communication
links.

As soon as I could afford it, I progressed to
the Kenwood TL-922, a very popular
amplifier in its day, with a pair of 3-500
valves. Talk about chalk and cheese. This
would run all weekend at 400W and never
get hot, and was even comfortable at
somewhere near that power level on RTTY,
which has a much higher duty cycle.

So I see nothing wrong with aiming to take
advantage of the power levels allowed by
our licence. Indeed, even with 400W we are
at a potential disadvantage compared with
may of our continental neighbours (though,
in fairness, our licence helpfully specifies
power at the antenna which, particularly on
the higher HF bands or at VHF can be a
significant help, given cable losses which
can easily come in at 2-3dB or so).

But times move on, fortunately. I say
„fortunately‟ because although the TL-922
did what was required of it, it simply did not
have the protection facilities that we now
expect as standard on such a product. This
cost me dearly as, having upgraded to an
Alpha 89 (an Alpha 87, but without the
automatic tuning) I loaned my 922 to the
local club for a special event and, part way
through, it died somewhat catastrophically
(ie I ended up having to replace one of the
valves which, by then, were pretty pricey),
having been mistuned.

Some will recall the FTdx400/500 series of
transceivers which produced 400W out, and
many modern transceivers now operate at
the 200W level, largely due to the
availability of suitable, not too expensive
RF power transistors. But for most amateurs
being able to run full licence power means
having that extra box in the shack. No one
says you must use it all the time, but my
experience is that a few more decibels can
make a huge difference on the low bands,
perhaps less so on HF when conditions are

The Alpha was, it could well be argued,
overkill for the UK, but the extensive
protection circuitry meant that I was
unlikely to blow it up, even if, 40 hours into
a contest and suffering fatigue, I forgot to
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change bands when QSYing with the
transceiver, or made a hash of re-tuning. I
feel sure this saved me some expensive
mistakes over the next few years. And the
Alpha „brick on key‟ specification is for real
– no worries about long RTTY „overs‟ with
an Alpha. There are those who say such
amplifiers should not be sold in the UK, as
they encourage the use of excess power, but
what else would we buy? They are made
primarily for the US market (1500W power
limit) but sold in vast numbers. Frankly, the
cost of developing a state-of-the-art
amplifier (including tooling up etc.) must be
quite high, so we need to buy from
manufacturers who have the volume sales.
Incidentally, the most substantial amplifier I
have come across in the UK was a
homebrew amplifier for 70cms ATV
repeater use. It was designed to produce
400W of continuous carrier, 24/7 – no
namby-pamby SSB stuff. I can‟t think of
many, if any, amplifiers sold to the amateur
market that would be up to such
punishment.

now? There are many amateurs who
continue to swear by valve linears, as giving
a much cleaner output, especially when
driven hard. The Acom range is popular,
with excellent build quality and affordable
valves. Their 1000 is an excellent entrylevel linear, offering good performance and
6m coverage. The 2000A is a joy, with
automatic tuning and a control box which
can sit on your operating table while the
linear itself is hidden away elsewhere. But
the price can be something of a deterrent!
There are plenty of other good valve
amplifiers nowadays, from the likes of OMPower, Alpha and others, most of them
readily available in the UK. As far as solidstate amplifiers are concerned, again they
have come on a long way. I owned an Icom
IC-2KL for a while and it was excellent as a
lightweight (relatively) box capable of
putting out up to 500W with no complaints,
but again it didn‟t have all the protection
that modern amplifiers have.
The current crop of Icom amplifiers are very
similar to the Quadra in terms of capability
and the way they will work seamlessly,
especially, in their case, with Icom radios.
But perhaps more interesting are the recent
crop of lightweight amplifiers such as the
Expert series, which are getting good
reviews, although I have no personal
experience. What seems to have made a
difference is the development of good, clean
switched-mode power supplies, as the
problem with lightweight „expedition‟
linears in the past has been the weight of the
power supplies.

As we know, though, there is a real benefit
in having a linear which follows the
transceiver seamlessly, without operator
intervention. So I graduated to a Yaesu
Quadra, which I continue to use. It is hasslefree and has the added benefit, in these days
of the DXCC Challenge, of offering 6m too,
so I was able to dispense with the 6m linear
which had graced my shack (and taken up
rather a lot of space) for a while: a Henry
2006. Nothing is perfect, though. I do find it
irritating that the Quadra needs to be
powered up when, for example, I am
running 100W in the 80m CC events,
simply so that the correct antenna is
selected. I could, it has to be said, move the
relevant cables for those events, but as they
are somewhat out of reach behind the
equipment, it is something of an irritation.
The fan is also quite loud, even when the
linear is not in use – maybe it‟s just that the
bearings are getting worn on mine.

All in all, there is a wide choice of perfectly
capable linear amplifiers nowadays,
although none of them could be accused of
being cheap. Go for one that is rated at well
above 400W, which most are – after all,
would you buy a car that topped out at 70
mph? - and, who knows, one day we may
even be able to apply for higher power
licences (and pigs might fly!). Of course,
you are equally at liberty to stick with 100W
or even QRP, but the chase will be much

So what conclusions to draw and what
would I recommend if I was starting out
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tougher and often, on LF at least, not even
worth trying.

therefore the temptation?) is open to pretty
well everyone. I actually devoted a whole
section of my 6m book to ethics, but it is a
subject that gets very little mention in the
amateur radio press, while becoming ever
more of an issue. It is probably arguable that
the examples above are actually noncompliant with the licence in any case, as
the callsign should relate to where the
transmitter, not the operator, is located, but
there is no denying that the number of grey
areas seems to be increasing.

DXing ethics and What is a QSO?
There was a RadCom article recently on the
subject of „What is a QSO‟. I actually found
it rather woolly and confusing. To my mind,
it‟s pretty simple. For everyday operation,
whether ragchewing, casual DXing etc. it‟s
whatever you want it to be, provided it is
within the terms and conditions of your
licence. There‟s no requirement for signal
reports, and certainly no requirement for
callsigns to be given on every „over‟. And
there‟s nothing to prevent some of the signal
path being over a repeater or, dare I say it,
the Internet. But if your QSO is intended to
be used as part of an award claim, or in a
contest entry, then life is rather different and
a valid QSO is one which, as well as being
conformant with your licence, is also
conformant with the rules of the award or
contest. As an example, if you enter a
contest while using Cluster, your contacts
are not „valid‟ for an Unassisted category,
but are perfectly valid QSOs for the
Assisted category.

Hall of Fame
Just one inductee into the CQ DX Hall of
Fame at Dayton this year, but one that many
of us know well. Congratulations to Mike
McGirr, K9AJ, a richly deserved accolade.
Mike is a leading DXpeditioner who has
operated literally from the ends of the earth
over nearly 30 years. His many radio
journeys have ranged from an Arctic
expedition to Nunavut to Heard Island, off
the coast of Antarctica, and a variety of
places in between, including islands in the
Indian Ocean, Caribbean and South Pacific.
Mike is also a director of the Island Radio
Expedition Foundation (IREF) and 2010
recipient of the W9DXCC Award of
Excellence in DXing.

For awards purposes an Internet-linked
QSO will not qualify as a valid QSO for
DXCC, but is „valid‟ for certain CQ and
other awards. This is becoming a real issue,
with a couple of recent high-profile Pacific
expeditions noting that some „European‟
QSOs were made when the band concerned
was patently not open to Europe – it was
clear that they had been made via a remote
station, probably on the US West Coast.
Who calls the shots here? Is it even possible
to discern exactly which QSOs were made
in this way? Or should it be left to the
individuals concerned to examine their own
consciences as and when they use those
contacts as part of an award application. It‟s
not new (there is a well-known case of a
European 6m DXer high on the 6m listings
who, for some years, has been working
expeditions in the Caribbean and elsewhere
when no other Europeans have been
audible), but suddenly the capability (and

Sign-off
That‟s pretty well it for this time. Not too
much new DX news to report. The status of
Southern Sudan seems to be somewhat
vague at the time of writing, at least in terms
of exactly when the appropriate official
recognition will come about. There have
been announcements concerning a Malpelo
Island trip next year, which will be very
popular, as it‟s been too long since the last
one, so let‟s hope there are no hiccoughs on
the way (I see I still need it on 80, 160 and
RTTY). And, hopefully, by the time you
read this, many of us will have enjoyed an
„eyeball‟ QSO at the CDXC AGM. See you
there.
73 Don, G3XTT
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The April 2011 IOTA DXpedition to Papua New Guinea
Derek Cox, G3KHZ

The IOTA groups visited were:

being lost in the post. We therefore went to
the licensing office to pay for the licence in
person.
The
familiar
PANGTEL
organisation has been replaced by NICTA
(National Information, Communications and
Technology Authority). In characteristic
style the large identification sign had
„PANGTEL‟ removed and nothing in its
place. It took a while to find the offices,
although I had been there 6 years ago.

Feni (OC-101), Nuguria (OC-257) and
Green (OC-231)
Mike/G3JKX, and Martyn/G3UKV were
welcome new faces on this trip. Our
regulars, Hans/SM6CVX, Luis/CT1AGF,
Stig Nyman and Yours Truly (G3KHZ)
made up the team.
Hans, Mike, Martyn and I travelled
together. It takes three days from London
Heathrow to Kokopo on New Britain, PNG
and another 24 hours on the boat before
reaching our first island. We arrived in
Papua New Guinea on Tuesday, 29 March.

Astonishingly we were told that the rules for
amateur radio licences had changed.
NICTA has introduced new rules covering
all classes of radio licences. Now, only local
people and those working for registered
PNG companies can be granted a licence.
The P29VLR licence could not be issued.
Dumbfounded we asked to speak to the
director and explained that two out of the
three requested licences had been issued. It
was unfair not to grant the third. The
director promised to get legal guidance on
whether, exceptionally, we could have the
third licence. Three days later the licence
was e-mailed to us on the boat. I am now in
communication with NICTA in a bid to get
this crazy rule amended. I will keep you
informed of any developments.

Life continues in the slow lane in PNG. We
waited an hour in Port Moresby for our
transport to the hotel. On our return it was
even longer. Customer support at Jackson
airport called the hotel: ”The transport is on
the way”. Three quarters of an hour later we
called again: ”The transport is on its way”.
After another half an hour and a third
call:”The transport is unserviceable, we will
send another vehicle”. 10 minutes later the
„unserviceable‟ transport arrived!
Each hotel room has a telephone. There is a
notice on the door encouraging the occupant
to dial 9 if anything is required. This proved
impossible in Mike and Martyn‟s room. The
telephone cable had no plug. The bare wires
lay on the bedside table. There are, of
course, no sink plugs in the bathroom either.
In the room used by Luis and I the only way
to have a shower was with the bathroom
door open. If it was closed the shower door
couldn‟t be opened.

Following one night in Port Moresby, we
flew to Kokopo. Here we spent two days
shopping for the last essentials, including
two new generators. The diesel generators
that had previously been rented were not
working. The new petrol generators were
Hyundai HY2000Si models. They were so
much quieter than the old diesels. They
were easy to start and economical. The
comprehensive handbook advised us of the
special feature whereby the generator
automatically stops when it runs out of fuel.

We like to use a different callsign for each
island. P29VCX and P29NI licences had
been renewed, but P29VLR had not been
renewed due to the application and payment

On the second day Hans and Stig joined us.
We boarded the M/V Barbarian on 1 April.
The captain had not taken on fuel for our
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generators. This meant sailing in the wrong
direction to Rabaul to pick up the fuel. It
took nearly all day. 200-litre drums cannot
be lifted onto the boat. We had to pump fuel
from the drum on the jetty to the empty one
lashed on deck. Rod, the captain,
complained about the 650 kina he had to
pay for the pump!

After a good soaking one night and with
8,880 QSOs in the Feni logs, the generators
were silenced. The installation was wrapped
up with the help of the locals and we headed
for Nuguria.
The Councillor on Nuguria, Taia Parsia,
knew we were coming. On arrival a couple
of us went ashore to meet him. He was in
Buka and wouldn‟t be back! He had not
informed his deputy that we were coming. A
telephone call to Taia seemed the right way
to progress. The telephone system uses a
satellite link. You need to buy a telephone
card in order to access the network. We
called and just as contact was established
the card ran out of time. A long wait ensued
while another card was purchased from the
shop on the island. Eventually we made
contact with the Councillor. He had
earmarked the uninhabited island of Paity
for us - or we could use the main island.
We surveyed the latter and then decided to
have a look at Paity Island. No contest –
Paity had a lovely sandy beach facing
roughly north with no-one to bother us!

Feni Island was reached at dusk the
following day. The next morning we set
about finding a place to camp and obtain
permission to use the island. There were
plenty of locals about and one stood out
from the crowd. He was Cleman. “Go a mile
along the coast in your dinghy and you will
find the Councillor”. The councillor was not
at home. All the way back we went to
Cleman, who then agreed we could use the
adjacent little island of St Johns. That was
most of the morning gone! The camp,
antennas, cable etc. were installed and we
started operating at 0445z on 3 April. First
in the log was UR2LX on 20m SSB.
The improved propagation conditions gave
plenty of opportunities to use the higher
bands, but on each island between 70 and
80% of the QSOs were on 30, 20 and 17m.
Mike and Martyn are 6m fans and luckily
there was an opening to Asia and Australia
while we were on Feni Island. 97 QSOs
were made on the band.

The delays had left insufficient time for the
camp to be set up that day. Some antennas
and the two tents were erected and we
returned to the boat for the night. The
weather brought some of the antennas down
in the night and some were in the sea.
Coaxial connectors had to be replaced and
the
antennas
re-trimmed.
These
inconveniences take longer to rectify than
you think. Eventually at 0551z on 9 April
we started operating. Luis made the first
contact on RTTY with JJ1FDS.

We used vertical dipoles for 30m – 10m and
a ground plane for 40m. We did not operate
80 or 160m. The wire antennas were taped
to 12m Spiderbeam poles. On each island
they were located close to the ocean on a
north-facing beach.

Luis was our RTTY man. He was a little
disappointed that a lot of operators chose to
send long macros. Nevertheless he was
grateful for those who wished him a Merry
Christmas and for those who thoughtfully
included serial numbers with their reports.

While we were busy operating, our friend
Stig gets involved with the local people. He
sees a lot more of these islands than we do.
Stig looks after presents he and some of us
take for the children. With that beard, I call
him Father Christmas! We always give a
donation to the local school and a tip to
those who have helped us.

After 4½ days on the air and 8,394 QSOs
we packed up the site and headed for the
Green Islands. The original plan was to
finish at Lihir Island, but we were advised
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by Andy, P29CS, that an Australian group
planned to go there later in the year. We did
not wish to jump in ahead and spoil their
fun. However, do they have their licences
yet? If not will they be able to obtain them?

of the day and night. Captain Rod is a scuba
diver and with his spear gun he catches fish.
Fresh mackerel was the favourite. We ate a
healthy diet with plenty of fish and fresh
fruit: mangoes, pineapples, bananas,
pomelo, water melons, avocados etc. The
fruit was often bought from the people we
met on the islands.

Nissan Island, our destination, belongs to
the Green Island group OC-231. We visited
this island in November 2009 and so knew
the people and the routine for obtaining
permission to operate there. We sailed three
miles across the lagoon to speak to
Councillor George, but again the man was
away in Buka. Everyone was in Buka,
Bougainville – something to do with the
forthcoming election. We had to wait nearly
an hour to see his deputy.

We pulled into Putt Putt Bay for the night
on the way back to Kokopo. On the
previous trip Putt Putt was a safe haven for
us from a storm on our outward journey.
This time the water was like a mill pond.
Here, the captain gave his traditional „last
supper‟ as he calls it. Out came the wine and
we dined on crayfish. On the final leg home
to Kokopo we saw many dolphin, flying
fish, albatross and sea birds resting on the
calm sea: a wonderful finale to a happy trip.

Then it was three miles back across the
lagoon to the place where we had camped
18 months ago. First we had to meet
Councillor Patrick for local permission on
this side of the atoll. His first question:
“Have you any sugar?” Oh dear, no we
don‟t have any spare sugar. Fortunately it
didn‟t prevent permission being granted for
us to use the beach again.

While on this trip we suffered one or two
scares. Martyn was writhing in agony one
night with stomach pains, Mike developed
swollen feet and I had a festering hand
which swelled alarmingly. Antibiotics and
aspirins helped sort some of the problems,
but Mike is still having treatment for his
feet.

It was decided to cut the visit to Nissan by
one day to give us plenty of extra time in
case the weather deteriorated. On Nissan we
therefore made fewer QSOs – 5,295. As we
closed down the site another downpour
drenched us all. We headed back to the boat
and rested until it had subsided. On the
journey from Nissan it was a full moon and
the sky was clear. We remarked on the
wonder of the night sky in these conditions
away from artificial light. The weather
turned out to be favourable for the
remainder of the trip.

We are extremely grateful to all those who
kindly contributed to this DXpedition and to
those organisations who sponsored us. The
full list of donors is on our website.
This was my 6th trip to Papua New Guinea.
Will there be a 7th?
73 from Hans, Luis, Stig, Mike, Martyn and
Derek
http://p29ni.weebly.com

There were only two crew members and the
captain on this trip. Usually there are four.
We therefore had to take turns watchkeeping as we sailed through the night.
Lorraine and Godfrey worked very hard and
were extremely helpful. Lorraine made us
some excellent meals. Godfrey ferried us to
and from the boat in the dinghy at all hours
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DXpedition to Sable Island, March 2011
‘Successful landing after several attempts’
Randy Rowe, NØTG
„A successful landing‟ seems to be an
appropriate title for this DXpedition. For
those who may not have followed the
operation since the first announcement, this
was the team‟s third try. The initial
discussion of going on a DXpedition began
in late 2008 between long-time friends
AA4VK, WA4DAN and me, NØTG. The
three of us, with others, experienced
DXpeditions together to Navassa Island and
Desecheo during 1992 and a few non-rare
places as well, and have stayed in touch
ever since.

our next effort. Even though we experienced
the discouragement of delay, we were not
going to give up. We were determined to
assure that this DXpedition was going to
happen. Finally, we successfully landed on
Sable on 5 March 2011 and the operation
continued until our departure on 14 March.
Logistical support
Early on the Halifax Amateur Radio Club
(HARC) offered to assist us when we
travelled to Halifax, the take-off point for
flying to Sable. To help us meet our
planning
and
day-to-day
needs
Scott/VE1QD representing HARC, assigned
Gary/VE1RGB as our go-to guy. What a
wonderful friendship has developed! Gary, a
retired engineer, attended to every detail we
requested and more. Gary built the coax
cables, received and stored equipment and
materials we shipped and guided us with the
many other needs. Others in the club were
involved behind the scenes as well, and
without these fine folks I am not sure how
we could have managed. Our team
appreciates Gary and HARC‟s encouragement more than we can express.

Delays
Murray/WA4DAN had been to Sable, CYØ,
in 1996 and was well aware of the logistical
issues and unique challenges of planning
this DXpedition. We began planning in
2008 and in early 2009 we announced our
intension to put on an operation in late
September. However, soon after that
announcement there was a serious health
matter in my immediate family and the team
decided to hold off and consider
rescheduling later. After a few months the
health matter was successfully resolved and
we announced the operation was
rescheduled for October 2009.

The team

Jumping ahead without going into a lot of
detail, the team flew to Halifax, our take-off
point, in October 2009 - but was turned
back after several days due to unexpected
and extensive aircraft problems. Then, again
in December, 2009, we travelled to Halifax
once again for an early December operation,
and again, due to violent storms and longterm adverse weather forecasts, we returned
home. Again, we re-grouped with lots of
consultation as to the best odds of getting
onto Sable and chose early March 2011 as

As the DXpedition had been delayed several
times, it became difficult to hold the same
team together over time. Business and
personal matters for team members resulted
in a turnover of the team. The final make-up
was: NØTG/Randy, K8LEE/Wayne and
N1SNB/Jeff. However, all of the fellows
who had once been planning to go
contributed greatly to the final succes. Their
contributions in planning, providing funds,
hardware, and encouragement were
foundational to the activation of Sable
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considered the weather „brutally cold‟ and
difficult. My fellow team mates from
Indiana and Massachusetts seem to take the
weather much better than me. Each antenna
performs quiet well. The radio equipment
consisted of three 100W transceivers and
amplifiers for each radio.

Island. Thanks to WA4DAN, AA4VK (the
original organisers), AI5P and VE1RGB, all
of whom at one time were scheduled to
make the trip.
This was a small team operation by
necessity, driven by the only aircraft
available and currently approved for flights
to Sable, the Britten-Norman Islander BN2.
We were constrained to a total weight limit
of 1,400 pounds. That limit is all-inclusive,
ie body weight, equipment, antennas, tools,
food, luggage and personal items…
everything. The weight adds up quickly and
in fact we were 150 pounds over during
weigh-in. Before take-off we had to decide
which items to off-load.

Operation
The pile-ups were quiet large and never let
up. A three-man team with more than three
bands open most of the time created quite a
challenge to satisfy the demand. We tried
the best we could to work all the bands. We
did give priority to the 12 and 10m bands
when they were open. Shown below is the
summary by band and mode for the 24,117
contacts logged. We intended to operate
more SSB than logged, but several days into
the operation Wayne and I developed severe
colds and we absolutely could not use our
voices. The overall stats are shown in the
chart below:

Permits
Two permits are required to access Sable
Island. Acquiring these was straightforward. Permission to access Sable was
formally granted by the Canadian Coast
Guard. In addition, visiting Sable must also
be approved and scheduled by the OfficerIn-Charge stationed on Sable. We cannot
express fully our appreciation for the
cooperation and manner in which these
folks worked with us and the multiple
rescheduling due to delays. A very special
thank you is extended by our team to the
Canadian Coast Guard and the Sable Island
Officer-in-Charge, Gerry Forbes, and also to
Al Wilson on Sable Island on a three-month
rotation with Mr Forbes.
Antennas and equipment
Antennas were vertical dipole GAP
Monobanders, one for each band, 40m
through 10m. 80 and 160m were served by
inverted „V‟ dipoles with the centre at 38
feet. Also, we had a ladder-fed dipole cut
for 80m used on all bands, designed and
fabricated for the DXpedition by VE1RGB.
We had hoped for higher-performance
antennas for the low bands, but weight and
logistic matters became issues. Dealing with
setting up the antennas on Sable was a
challenge due to the wind and cold
temperatures. For this Texas resident I

BAND

CW

SSB

10

543

89

632

12

1598

247

1845

15

1838

680

2518

17

3394

539

3933

20

3871

1488

5359

30

2659

40

2619

450

3069

80

1519

54

1573

160

1826

1826

21

703

19,867

TOTAL

2659

RTTY

TOTAL

RTTY

3,547

703

703

24,117

First UK stations worked:
Callsign
GW3YDX
G0DQS
G3NKC
G3PHO
G3SVD
G3OKA
G0FWX
G0DQS
G3NSM

Date
3/5/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011

Band
30
80
80
80
40
15
17
17
17

G0HSA
G0UIQ
G0IVZ
G0TIM
G0DQS
M0AID
M0CTR
M0VWK
MD0CCE
GI3OQR
GM0GAV

Mode
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW

3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011
3/6/2011

15
15
20
30
30
20
15
15
20
20
17

SSB
SSB
CW
CW
CW
CW
CW
SSB
CW
CW
CW

________________________________________________________________

DX from C9 – A YL’s perspective
Glenys Bettley, G8KWD
October 2010 saw the start of a new
adventure for me. I‟d never been on a
DXpedition before and certainly never been
to Mozambique. I‟d lived with radio in my
life for the last 40 years and although I have
a licence myself, it has been my husband‟s
hobby. This, however, was breaking new
ground. I‟d looked up where Mozambique
was and had an attempt to learn a little
Portuguese at which I‟d failed dismally. So
off we set with a mixture of excitement and
trepidation.

whole lot of paperwork concerned with the
vehicle, including listing all the equipment
we‟d got with us. Money changers were
everywhere, which was perfectly legal as
you can‟t get Metacais anywhere else - and
we found most gave a good rate of
exchange, although you had to watch that
you‟d not been fobbed off with newspaper
in the middle. The South African side was
no problem, but then we had to get a visa on
the Mozambique side which was, if
anything, even more stringent than entering
the USA. We had photographs and
fingerprints taken all for the costly sum of
£57 each, with a beautiful new photograph
on the visa taking a whole page of our
passports.

There were four of us in the party, David
and Gillian Hutchinson from Northern
Ireland (GI4FUM and GI8MIV), Tony/
G4LDL and myself/G8KWD. We were
going under the wing of CQDX African
Safaris and were met at Jo‟burg airport by
one half of the team, Bob Wood, who was
to look after the social side of the trip. We
were soon on our way to Komatipoort on
the border with Mozambique, where we
were to spend the night. We were going to
try and have an early attempt at crossing the
border next morning.

Eventually we were on the road to Maputo,
the capital. We were heading for a place
further up the coast called Bilene, but the
excellent road meant we had to head for the
capital first. Once we‟d reached Maputo we
had to head north along a stretch of road
which was being developed. It was also an
area with the most colourful stalls of all
sorts. There were piles of items offered for
sale - from food and clothing to exhaust
pipes and wheels, all neatly arranged. The
place was buzzing with colourful ladies

When we got to the border post we realised
the problem. On arrival we were surrounded
by people wanting to help us. Bob had a
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carrying goods on their heads - and taxis,
which were small minibuses, crammed with
people heading in all directions.

them up for the night. The next morning
there were about six of them all engrossed
in what was happening. Tony was able to
talk over a lot of the technical stuff with one
member, whilst the others watched and
listened. There was a bit of a language
problem, although the leader, a lawyer,
spoke excellent English. They had to leave
at about 4pm as they had to pick up taxis,
which they flag up from the edge of the
road, back to Maputo. Before they left they
sang a song with one of the members
playing a guitar. Gillian and I had been
taken by Bob and Daniel to explore some of
the area around and when we returned we
saw the lads walking down the road with
broad grins on their faces, so they‟d
obviously enjoyed the event. The men were
then at liberty to use the special event
callsign C91MS for the rest of the weekend.

Once out in the countryside my main
impression was that the people live in small
communities and are just managing to eke
out an existence. Although poor, there
didn‟t seem to be any evidence of
malnutrition or destitution and everyone
was clean and well turned-out. There
seemed to be very little evidence of mass
cultivation in the area we passed, just small
plots.
Bilene is an old Portuguese resort and has a
lot of colonial houses which have seen
better days. For many years since the
Portuguese left it has been left to
deteriorate, but more recently it has become
the playground for South African people at
weekends. It has a beautiful picturesque
beach with a sheltered lagoon protecting it
from the Indian Ocean. Our home for the
DXing was a couple of chalets on a new
building complex. Very clean and
comfortable, with most mod cons. Here we
met Daniel, the other half of the CQDX
African Safari team. He was in the process
of applying the final touches to the aerial
system with the help of a local lad by the
name of Las Vegas, would you believe. He
proved to be an invaluable help to us during
our time in Moz.

The next four days were a break from radio.
We all travelled back to South Africa,
running the gauntlet of the border post
again, to visit the Kruger National Park.
This was fantastic and some of us managed
to see the Big Five. We were all together
when we had a very special close-up view
of a leopard, but I managed to miss the
lions, which was a shame. We stayed at
various lodges within the park and had some
excellent views of the wildlife. Apart from
the leopard, the highlight for me was seeing
an enormous herd of buffalo coming to a
waterhole just before sunset. There were
hundreds of them and they just kept coming.

One of the chalets was set up with the radio
stuff with two stations able to run at the
same time, although they couldn‟t work the
same or close bands. Outside there was a
mast on a trailer with two big aerials and
then beyond that was a network of verticals
of all different sizes. Quite a maze to walk
through.

All too soon it was back to Bilene and then
the radio started in earnest! The C91
callsigns which all the operators had were in
great demand and there were terrific pileups nearly every time they went on. This
made the expedition worthwhile and a fun
thing to do. Very soon over 100 countries
were contacted on various different bands
by each of the operators.

The reason for us arriving when we did was
to do Jamboree On The Air. An
arrangement had been made with some
scouts from Maputo, 150 km away, to come
and participate. Some of them arrived just
after us, but we weren‟t really ready for
them. Las Vegas came to the rescue and put

There wasn‟t a lot for us YLs to do except
have a listen now and again and chill out in
the glorious weather. One night we had a
huge lightning storm which curtailed

23

The April 2011 IOTA DXpedition to Papua New Guinea

(Page 17)

St John's Island

Washing day on MV Barbarian

The team aboard Barbarian

Martyn Mike & Derek OC-101
I

The April 2011 IOTA DXpedition to Papua New Guinea cont. (Page 17)

Derek getting permission from deputy
councillor to operate on Nissan Island

Antennas on Paity Island

Lorraine in the galley

Police HQ

'

Police on Nissan checking on us

Japanese WW2 gun at Putt Putt

II

DXpedition to Sable Island, March 2011 (Page 20)

Loading the plane

Sable ahead

Landing Approach

I
'~

The QSL card

L-R: Randy-NOTG/CYO, Jeff-N1 SNB/CYO
Wayne-K8LEE/CYO

III

DXpedition to Sable Island, March 2011 (Page 20)

CYO facility

K8LEE

Antennas

Jeff & Randy on RTTY

Horses on the beach

IV

communications for a while. Our meals
were included in the package, but it meant
going to the local restaurants all the time.
Very nice, but we could all feel the pounds
going on. As we had self-catering chalets,
we decided to have a go at cooking some of
the meals as a break. One of the cafes
supplied us with some frozen meat and we
were able to purchase other items from the
locality. It‟s amazing what you can do with
pointing and a stick in the dirt to convey
how much when you don‟t have the lingo! It
was all exciting and not too much like hard
work.

operate over the gruelling 48 hours. When
each of them emerged from their stint they
seemed exhausted, but the tally for contacts
rose at a satisfying rate. The rest of the time
they were dozing in a chair or on the bed.
We just made sure they had food at suitable
times, but otherwise kept out of the way. As
the weekend progressed they seemed
pleased with themselves - despite the
linkage problems.
All too soon it was time to pack up ready for
our return to the UK. We felt rested and
with a greater understanding of why our
husbands love the hobby. We felt privileged
to have been staying in a more unusual part
of Africa where we‟d found nothing but
welcome from the local people. Would I go
again? I think so - and I might even be
tempted to operate!

The weekend was the CQWW contest and
the day before led to lots of fiddling around
with kit and computers, trying to get the
station‟s two computers to talk to each
other. This didn‟t happen, so they ended up
running a single station, taking it in turns to

RFI and EMI problems
We do see some technical articles in RadCom from time to time concerning tracking
down and resolving RFI-EMI problems and RSGB run a good help service. However,
everything seems to be rather dry and perhaps technical. Roger, G3SXW, has suggested
that the CDXC Digest could be a good place for an article or series about this issue. It is
after all becoming a major problem for many DXers. He has stumbled across two
websites:
www.on4ww.be/emi-rfi.html
Mark, ON4WW, tells some 20 anecdotes about his experiences over the years. He has
already readily agreed to re-publication.
www.gare.co.uk/noise/index.htm
Chris, G3WOS, has several anecdotes (see 'Background' on the left of his website). The
thing I like about these anecdotes is that they are easy-to-read little stories, practical and
non-technical. This has been a 'gap in the market' until now. This is the where to start and
what to do, especially to track down sources of noise. All we've heard until now is to take
a transistor radio with a ferrite antenna which you can turn for maximum noise.
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Workshop Tips and Techniques
5. Cables
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

Cables, especially coax. Firstly a digression.
Back in the early 1950s when TV first
started and many of the local shops had no
idea about TV, G3BTU (who did) had a
radio and TV repair business in Retford.
One day the owner of a bicycle shop in the
town who had graduated into radio by way
of charging accumulators and selling radios,
came to see him. “„Ere, „Arold, wot‟s all
this „ere 75 ohms in this coaxial cable? I‟ve
measured it inner to inner and it‟s nowt. I‟ve
measured from inner to outer and it‟s
infinite. I‟ve megger‟d it and it‟s still
infinite. So I cut it open and I still can‟t find
this bloody 75 ohms!”

Belling-Lee L/734 plug was developed for
this application in the late 1940s. Readily
available low-loss cable was 75 ohms and in
the beginning was of good quality: later the
amount of braid was reduced to save money.
With the ogre of TVI, amateurs started
moving to coax cables, screened
transmitters, and low pass filters. The filters
didn‟t like massive mis-termination and, in
many case, demonstrated this by blowing
the internal capacitors. So then the SWR
bridge came into prominence. In any case,
the loss of a transmission line rises
appreciably when mis-terminated. With an
open wire line with very little loss to start
with, it didn‟t matter, but things were a bit
different with coax. Even the best quality
TV plugs were not ideal for transmitting. At
400W in a matched system you can get 2
volts‟ drop across the plug/socket
combination. US equipment had already
gone towards the PL259/SO239 connectors
and 50 ohm cable, and the advent of the
Japanese equipment fitted with these saw a
general change in UK amateur coax cable
usage. It also saw a vast increase in the
number of cables available to the amateur.

So why is coax cable 75 ohms or 50 ohms –
or even the German 60 ohms? If one cares
to do the mathematics it may be shown (as
all the good maths books say!) that a 75
ohm (or thereabouts) cable will have
minimum loss. For maximum power
handling an impedance of around 35 ohms
is optimum, so 50 ohms is a good
compromise. Most British wartime radar
used 75 ohms, together with those
HORRIBLE Pye plugs, and after the war
„that theer brahn cable‟ as it was described
to my father by one surplus merchant, could
be purchased for 2/6d (12½p) for 100 yards.
That explained why for many years the
Worksop and Retford NFD stations used
coax to feed the mains from the generator!
That was ½-inch diameter 75 ohm cable
with a reasonably low loss at HF, and even
less at 50Hz.

The TV cables were generally about ¼-inch
in diameter and used a foamed polyethylene
dielectric. Low loss cables were about 3/8
diameter and used a web of polythene
supports such that the dielectric was mainly
air. In practice, this „air‟ frequently became
water where the rain got into the top end of
the cable, and many a poor TV picture was
explained when the plug was taken off (and
generally, the inner conductor hadn‟t been
soldered either) and water ran out of the
cable. The advent of low loss 50 ohm cables
in the amateur market showed a big
improvement for the VHF operator, and the
HF man could use ones like UR67 or

The US military equipment tended to go for
the compromise value of 50 ohms. Note, by
the way, that where loss is important as in
cable TV, the cable used is 75 ohms. So we
had the situation at the beginning of TV that
75 ohms was lowest loss, and the ubiquitous
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RG213 for the full UK power. Even there,
problems existed with water access. I had a
run of very high grade UR67 which I
buried. A couple of years later I had
occasion to shorten that run, and the water
poured out! By capillary action it got up the
coax some 10 feet above ground where the
cable ran up the tower. So if you are
thinking of burying coax, get some that is
specified for burying. Cables with solid
outer conductors such as Heliax are pretty
good in this respect. If you have a run of
coax where the braid is wet, change the
coax and see about selling the old stuff for
scrap.

silica gel for such purposes, weigh it on the
kitchen scales before sealing up the housing,
and write the weight on the packet. Then
when you open up the housing in hopefully
a few years, you can weigh the packet and
determine how much water it has absorbed.
A spell in the kitchen oven at about 125
degs C will restore the original weight.
If you want the convenience of a thin cable,
and don‟t mind the extra loss, there is RG58
for 50 ohms and RG59 for 75 ohms. At LF,
the loss isn‟t great and the cable is rated for
about 800W at 10 MHz when matched.
Over the years commercial competitive
pressures have produced a lot of cheap
cables, many intended for CB use. These
tend to have a very loose braid and thus
radiate more signal than those with a tight
braid. However, there are cables with a
loosely woven braid over a wrapped copper
foil, which are good, but can be a pain to
terminate – and they aren‟t generally cheap!

Cables such as H100 were popular, but
suffered from the inner conductor not being
attached to the polyethylene tube in which it
was housed, and so had difficulties in
vertical runs. The more modern Westflex
103 is far better in this respect. One mistake
often made is to fail to support the cable
where it comes down the tower or mast: 60
ft of UR67 or the newer low loss cables is a
fair weight to hang on the top connector,
and good practice is to use a messenger rope
to which the cables (including the rotator
cable) are attached. One point to note is that
coax cables in particular have a minimum
bending radius, and anything smaller may
well lead to trouble, especially with semi-air
spaced cables.

Some people advocate changing coax cables
every 5 years, although that is expensive.
When I have the tower down, I check the
cable for loss. First put a short circuit at the
antenna end – and this means a short direct
link from inner to outer. If the cable ends on
a plug up at the tower end, a „back to back‟
and a shorted plug are best. Then measure
the SWR on 10m. Of course, it SHOULD be
infinite. Suppose you have a run of about
160 ft – 50 metres - and are using Westflex
103. The forward power is 100W, the
reverse power is 60W, and the SWR is 9:1.
(With a modern solid state rig, you‟ll have
to be running very low power or a valve
amplifier if it isn‟t to shut down, though –
those of us with valved PAs have no
problem!) That means that the total loss
there and back is around 2dB, and the specs
suggest it should 1.7dB. Taking into account
the measurement uncertainty, that‟s a good
bit of coax. If the SWR is 2:1, you have
problems – of your 100W something like
30W are reaching the end of the cable. I
cheat a bit by using LDF4-50 Heliax (1/8
inch copper plated aluminium inner, foamed

Where the tower is fixed (not a crank-up),
then even a semi-rigid cable like Heliax can
be attached to the tower legs so that there is
little mechanical strain on the cable. For a
crank-up tower the messenger rope is the
best answer.
Sealing connectors is not easy, and although
some types such as the N type are said to be
weatherproof, I have doubts as to how
weatherproof they are over a period of
years. One method I have found useful is to
use a piece of plastic drain pipe, with end
covers that screw on. These are then fitted
with suitable weatherproof cable glands, and
are watertight. A bag of silica gel helps deal
with condensation. Incidentally, when using

26

lengths for other jobs, it didn‟t matter, but if
bought for a rotator, it would have been
very frustrating.

polyethylene dielectric and a corrugated
copper outer with a PVC sheath, 200 ft
obtained at the Longleat rally years ago for
£30) for the first 70 ft run to the shed where
the antenna switching and matching is done,
and even so, still have a measured 1.5dB of
loss on 10m. Having done the test, and
accepted the coax, don‟t forget to re-attach
the coax to the antenna!

If the shack is not in the house – or even if it
is – there may be a requirement for
installing mains cable. This is a different
subject and as it usually involves crawling
about on floors and in roofs and the like. I
prefer to leave it to someone else.
Additionally, there are so many rules
involved, ignoring which could invalidate
the insurance in the event of a fire.

The other cable the DXer is likely to install
is to the rotator. The cable that I use came
with the rotator some 25 years ago from
SMC. It has eight conductors, two of which
are much thicker than the rest. Economising
on rotator cable isn‟t too good an idea, as
you can get a lot of voltage drop in a long
run. At one Longleat rally there was some
very cheap 8-conductor cable going on
drums. On getting it home one end had 8
conductors; the other end, 100m away, only
had 7 – and one of those had no DC
continuity! As I only wanted relatively short

Cables are an area in which experience has
shown that skimping is not a good idea - at
least for a permanent installation.
Additionally, the Law of Arkwright Sod
says that there will be a failure just as the
DXpedition to a new country comes on; a
successful repair will then precede lousy
conditions.

_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

Call
2EØTQR
GØKAD
G3PND
G4FAD
MØFCR
MØGAV
MØTDW
MØUAT
MM6KCM
MWØEAN
MW3YMY
VK6IR
YB1AR

Name

Location

Brian Balsdon
Michael Davies
Steve Appleyard
Richard Langford
Albert Crespo
Andrew Burton
Bill Woodruffe
Ian Marsh
Kevin Mair
Dean Westcott
Matthew Ireland
Steve Chamberlain
Yana Koryana

Torquay
Crawley
Cromer
Hereford
London
Sheffield
Marlborough
Farningham
North Lanarks
Llanelli
Prestatyn
Cannington
Bandung
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Ham Radio's Technical Culture
by Kristen Harding
A review by Stan Rudcenko, GØKBL
The older generation among us, who were
part of the technical culture of ham radio
also often benefited from the hobby in real
life. I had fabulous two years of national
service in the Czech army running a radio
network - and the author notes that at least
in the US about three quarters of the radio
hams had technical jobs.

I was given an interesting book about radio
hams, which I can highly recommend to
anyone who started out as a ham in the
1950s or before (Ham Radio's Technical
Culture by Kristen Harding, published by
MIT).
The book analyses the history of ham radio
and the whole ham culture as it developed.
There is clearly a little nostalgia. But the
book is very good at explaining the rise of
ham radio as a highly technical, highly
prestigious, surprisingly macho hobby
which was at times regarded as much more
than just a hobby. Radio hams contributed
to the emerging new technology while
providing communications experts and
operators, and not just to the military.

The author of the book, who does not
appear to be a ham herself, does not fall into
the nostalgia trap and does not really see our
hobby in decline. She notes how well the
radio hams adapted to the Internet, for
example. But she does note that it is now
just a hobby, attracting few admiring
glances (especially not from the XYLs of
this world, I'd say) and no special privileges
in real life. Some of the awe, if not
admiration once due to radio hams has
apparently been transferred on to the
computer hackers, but the technological age
has simply moved on.

The author traces how the technical culture,
and with it much of the prestige of ham
radio has been gradually lost. With the rise
of transistors and integrated circuits the
radio hams were no longer at the forefront
of the new technology and become
gradually just consumers of commercial
equipment. The advent of mobile phones
and the Internet also deprived our hobby of
much of its mystique – we were no longer
the only ones who could „talk‟ to the other
side of the world, as had been the case until
the 1980s when even a telephone contact
with the neighbouring town was both
cumbersome and expensive. I find it hard to
believe now but when I started working for
a US company in the City in the late 1970s
that I had to book a telephone call to the
parent company in the US a day in advance!
The only alternative was a telex, but there
was no guarantee it would get to the person
in New York the same day anyway.
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‘A Year of DX’ – A new book by Bob Locher, W9KNI

Bob is renowned for his book „A Complete
Dxer‟, sold in its thousands around the
world in several editions. He now has a new
book which is „required reading‟ for all
DXers and Wannabe-DXers called „A Year
of DX‟.

In row 17 you are asked to pull the shade for
the viewing convenience of those
passengers who paid for the headset to see
the crummy movie. But yes, you indeed
CAN use your cell phone to call Tibet when the flight attendant tells you that use
of cell phones is now permitted.

I‟m proud to call Bob a very good friend
(his Idiom Press even published two of my
own books), so I cannot write an impartial
book review. But I am so impressed with it
that I‟d like to draw it to your attention. I
will let this short extract speak for itself. It
comes from his second chapter and
encapsulates the magic of DXing better than
any other text that I have seen before. It is
copied here with full author‟s permission
from Bob.

So, what then is the special magic of ham
radio DX‟ing? For active DX‟ers, it is not
about radios – we do tend to love our radios,
and comparing our gear with others, but our
equipment, the towers and transceiver, the
yagis and the amps, are the tools we use for
DX‟ing, our portals to adventure and the
world. And that is the real reason we love
them.
DX‟ing, if we will give it the chance to be,
is adventure, high adventure. And how do
we define “adventure”? One good definition
is: “An adventure is an endeavor for which
the outcome is uncertain.” That is what can
happen any time we turn on our rigs and
start digging into the noise. We have no idea
of what we are going to find.

You can buy it at:
www.idiompress.com/yearofdx.php
Roger Western, G3SXW
Extract from „A Year of DX‟
Author: Bob Locher, W9KNI
Publisher: Idiom Press

Unlike telephones or the Internet, DX‟ing is
always an uncertain endeavor. We simply
do not know what we will find when we put
on the headphones. Bands may be
unexpectedly dead, mediocre in one
direction and better in another, or red hot in
all directions. Spotting nets give hints and
clues, but until we start listening for
ourselves we don‟t really know what we
might find. The unknowing is a major part
of what makes DX‟ing an adventure.

Using a cell phone or the Internet is like
flying. Anyone can fly for the price of a
ticket. You pay, get on the plane and it takes
you there and lets you off. You flew. No
fuss, no bother. No adventure. Or you could
be a pilot, and fly your own plane. To do
that, you need to study, and learn how to fly.
You have to pass tests. Being a private pilot
is one of only two avocations that require a
federal government issued license that is
acquired by passing tests. And guess what
the other one is? Right – amateur radio!

We must give DX operating the chance to
be adventure. When you turn on your rig
you must at the same time open your mind
to the possibilities, and not just those called
out on the DX Spotting Nets. The ritual of
putting on your headphones leaves behind
the mundane world and its worries, and you
take on a new mantle, indeed, a new

Flying yourself somewhere becomes an
adventure, very different indeed from sitting
in row 17 in the middle seat. In the front of
the plane you are alive; you control the
plane, you see mountains, oceans, deserts.
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persona. You become the stalker in the
night, listening to the plaintive signals of a
station on some island half a world away.
No one knows you are listening on
frequency, ready to call if you desire – or
not, instead deciding to move on to another
frequency, another station, hunting for your
prey.

An open band offers the possibility of
adventure at every kilohertz. Shamelessly,
we eavesdrop on the words and thoughts of
stations in contact with other stations, both
stations often thousands of miles away.
Much of what we overhear is mundane,
even boring, talk of weather and of
equipment being used, of an operator‟s age,
of years licensed. But we hear so much
more – of tropical monsoons while we sit
snow-bound, of starry nights while we
endure rain and fog. Reports of cholera or
drought, of children born, of old friends lost.
The world is calling us, talking to us, if only
we are there to hear it.

Perhaps you are on Dawn Patrol, shivering
in the half-light of an early winter morning,
sipping at that first cup of coffee, carefully
tuning the band for signals expected and
unexpected, picking through them, seeking
for what you know not. But you will know it
when you find it!

Anyone who has made the effort to get a
license and get on the air is already
something of a hero. They are doing
something to improve their lives, expanding
their horizons, learning new things, and
making new friends. Adventure waits them
and they are eager to experience it. They are
enlarging their lives. Good for them - and
they are us!

The radio waves of the world wash over
you, bringing to your ears the thoughts and
words of strange and exotic places, of great
cities and remote settlements. Signals reach
us from valleys surrounded by mighty snow
covered mountains, from atolls in mid
ocean, Asian deserts, Antarctic islands,
South American jungles.

From a delightful QSL card received from 7K1PTT
Amateur Code

1) Listen to your wife and talk with your child, then QRV in your remaining time.
2) Maintain your garden and antenna look neat to keep peace with your
neighbors.
3) Practice heartwarming and smooth QSO with consideration for your party and
listeners.
4) Clean up your transmitting signal and also wiring behind your rig.
5) Assess possibility of QSO early to ensure your sleeping hours.
FB DX!
[G3RFX]
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Dayton 2011
Peter Chadwick, G3RZP
So there was another trip back to Dayton. A
mid-afternoon flight on BA on Wednesday,
using miles to upgrade, so limits on when
you can fly, but the service in Club class
was well up to the usual excellent BA
standard, and the champagne was fine!
Being a late afternoon flight, I had to
overnight in Chicago and fly to Dayton on
the Thursday, going early because the Mid
West is well known for thunderstorms in
late afternoon which totally disrupt air
traffic. The good muslim goes to Mecca, the
good ham to Dayton, although it gets less
attractive as the years go by and the Hara
Arena sinks further into decrepitude. This
year‟s highlight was the blockage of a sewer
on the Saturday afternoon, leading to a flood
of raw sewage across the lower parts of the
flea market, and the closure of all lavatories
on the site!

There was a Luso tower there – a 200footer, I was told. It was certainly VERY
big, and my first thought was „I wonder
what the neighbours would say!‟ It would
doubtless do for the Digest Editor, who
could perhaps persuade one of the minskirted maidens to push the button to extend
it – the magic of electricity!
Not being in the market for a new
transceiver, I didn‟t worry too much looking
at them, or at amplifiers – and after all, I
was supposed to be working! The evenings
were the usual round – Thursday night was
Hooter‟s, Friday night was the Spaghetti
Warehouse, Saturday night was Carmel‟s
Mexican restaurant – very good, but watch
the margharitas, they really have a kick to
them! Sunday night was Jay‟s seafood
restaurant, and I left on Monday at noon. Sat
in the lounge at Chicago – the international
terminal is pretty bleak, but the BA lounge
is OK, and then after a four-hour layover at
Heathrow (more champagne in the lounge!)
to Geneva where the ITU SG1 started the
next day. In the hotel I met up with Ian,
G4FSU, for his first visit to the ITU – he is
now an IARU Technical Consultant, and by
the end of dinner that night I was well ready
for bed! At least Ian got to operate 4U1ITU
in the WPX CW contest, and collected
another country for his „foot DXCC‟.

I was working on the IARU stand most of
the time, but I did go to the flea market on
Saturday morning. Silver/Teflon PL259s are
more expensive than in previous years – I
paid $11 for 12 and $6 for 12 reducers for
¼- in cable. A good deal was in 630V
working polyester capacitors at four for $1 –
many values available, and small relays,
diodes and so on.
It was very noticeable that attendance was
well down as compared with previous years.
This has meant rather more space between
booths, and more room for people on
disability scooters to get around without
blocking the aisles. There also seemed to be
a little less of what I would call ‟tat‟ – real
non-radio stuff such as jewellery and so-on.

So it is now time to book the Crowne Plaza
for next year, and book the flights. It‟ll have
to be on American Airlines this time to use
up the miles… This is likely to be the
almost the last time, though, as I have been
made redundant, (although contracted for a
number of meetings in Europe) and anyway,
by next year I‟ll be a pensioner!

I put in my DXCC cards, thinking I had at
last got 5BDXCC. Alas, deleted countries
don‟t count for 5BDXCC, so I still need
another one confirming on 80m!
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Super QSL Printing
Roger Western, G3SXW

18 March 2011
Speed:
G3SXW and G5LP returned from a quick
visit to the Azores, where we made nearly
1,000 QSOs signing CT8/G3SXW and
CT8/G5LP.

Four weeks is not a world record but is
pretty quick! We lost a few days at the front
end while organising photographs.

21 March

Service:

09:38 SXW e-mailed 5LP asking for
digital photographs

from UX5UO is truly outstanding. Not only
does Gennady always respond immediately,
but he pays enormous attention to detail and
is a DXer himself, so understands the game
and gets everything right. When drafting
cards I find that it helps to start with a
previous card which Gennady has printed
and specify changes. This reduces to and
fro-ing for corrections.

11:50 5LP > SXW selection of photos
25 March
17:10 SXW > 5LP draft print instructions
18:53 5LP > SXW approved

Quality:
19:53 SXW > UX5UO placed print order
print quality is superb; packaging ensures
safe delivery in good condition. Quantity is
always a few more than purchased.
Gennady‟s track record is unparalleled:
12,542 unique cards printed for different
callsigns, in 302 DXCC countries. See
www.ux5uoqsl.com/

20:33 UX5UO > SXW draft design for
approval (took only 40 minutes!)
20:43 SXW > UX5UO confirmed goahead for print, no changes needed
20:44 SXW > 5LP copy of UX5UO
artwork

Disclaimer: I have no commercial interest in
„UX5UO Print‟ – I‟m just a highly satisfied
customer. Gennady has provided some 20
cards for my DXpeditions in recent years,
always
with
immaculate
customer
satisfaction. On top of all that his prices are
highly competitive and there is easy
payment via MØOXO. He deserves fulsome
praise!

12 April
Cards received.
All direct requests for CT8/G3SXW posted.
Payment made by electronic transfer.
15 April
5LP‟s 500 cards delivered at GM-DX
Convention. Labels attached; cards handed
to attendees.
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IOTA NEWS
IOTA 50th Anniversary Marathon [See Digest, May 2011]
Errata
IOTA Activators’ Marathon [page 44]

The second sentence in the text below the list should read: „The list of IOTA groups, with the
number of points to be gained for activating each, will be published on the IOTA website at
www.rsgbiota.org during December 2011.‟
Notes [paragraph 4, page 46, last line

The figure 28 should be 24.
Awards [page 46]

The first line of text in 'IOTA Chasers' Marathon should read:
„Certificates, sent electronically, will be available for all 'IOTA Chasers' who score a minimum
of 100 points.‟
The first line of text in 'IOTA Activators' Marathon should read:
„Certificates, sent electronically, will be available for all 'IOTA Activators' who score a
minimum of 15 points.‟

Update of data in IOTA Directory (2011 edition)
IOTA reference numbers issued
Nil.
Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
EU-069

EG5CI

Columbretes Islands (April 2011)

NA-184

K6VVA/6

St George Reef (April 2011)

OC-101
OC-117
OC-136
OC-139
OC-231
OC-240
OC-257

P29VCX
P29VCX
F9IE/VK3/P
F9IE/VK5/P
P29VLR
P29VCX
P29NI

St John's Island, Feni Islands (April 2011)
Misima Island, Louisiade Archipelago (April 2011)
Phillip Island (February 2011)
Kangaroo Island (March 2011)
Nissan Island, Green Islands (April 2011)
Loloata Island (April 2011)
Nuguria Islands (April 2011)

This list includes operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
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Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
17 June 2011
E-mail: IOTA_HQ@rsgb.org.uk
Personal website: www.g3kma.dsl.pipex.com
RSGB IOTA website: www.rsgbiota.org
_____________________________________________________________________

The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
T32C

Tune down there and LISTEN. Take your
time, because they will be there for a long
time – not just that day! Once you find
them, and print their call on the screen,
ascertain on which path they are stronger.
Then find out where they are listening.
Copy VFO 1 to VFO 2, making sure that
VFO 2 is in RTTY mode. It‟s surprising
how many just put the second VFO up there
and forget it‟s in SSB mode! Listen and
make sure he is working your part of the
world or not making directional calls such
as NA ONLY. If he is, do not call, but wait
your turn. Assuming you are in EU (and
there will be EU stations calling anyway,
even though he might use NA ONLY!)
carry on listening. Don‟t just blindly call up
10 or whatever the spilt is.

This will be my last column you read prior
to working T32C in September, unless the
magazine beats the expedition. [Which I
suspect it might well do. Ed.] Obviously
T32C will try to work as many stations as
possible in the time available and they
certainly have a lovely pile of gear to use.
RTTY, being a somewhat slower mode than
SSB and CW, requires a slightly different
approach in operating, although the same
basic principles still apply. T32C will work
contest-style, with short QSOs and will be
working split. Hopefully the same operating
standards that they have used on other
expeditions will be used again and they will
give both their call and where they are
listening after each QSO. A few basic rules
of operating should apply, regardless how
keen you are to work them. Working RTTY
is particularly difficult with a pile-up,
especially when nobody exhibits basic
manners.

UP 10, call UP 10 – wrong!
Find out which direction he is tuning by
trying to hear the station he is working each
time. Having found that out, set the second
VFO to about 1 kHz down – or up –
depending on his tuning direction, and then
call. Don‟t use his call, he knows it. Just
send your call once or twice. He will know
that you are calling him. When he does
come back to you, all you will receive will
be „G3LDI 599 K‟ or something just as

They are on 14.090 now!
If you see this message on the Cluster, and
it‟s bound to happen, DO NOT just go there
and call regardless. OK, you don‟t, but it
seems to me a hell of a lot of people do.
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don‟t precede your calls with a few RYRYs.
I see this often in the CC contests and it is
not necessary unless you are working a
station using a teleprinter, which is very
doubtful these days. I guess it‟s a bit of
nostalgia and I must admit that I do like to
hear the rhythmic flow of a machine sent
string of RYs. I must admit too that I use
them prior to calling CQ sometimes, merely
because I like to hear them. I once received
a ticking off for doing just that, so I don‟t
use them so much now. R and Y is a
complete keying reversal and they were
used originally to enable the receiving
station to check the bias on the polar relay
or keying magnet in the teleprinter. So it‟s
about time we discarded them. Certainly
there is no place for them in a contest
situation, so please take them out of your
macro.

short. You should be just a brief, with
„T32C 599 K‟. He will know it is you
coming back to him as he will have you
tuned
in.
Once
you
have
the
acknowledgement, „G3LDI TU T32C UP
5‟ then you can go and make a cuppa, job
done.
DO NOT tail-end. This is a very frustrating
and pointless way of working and I do hope
that T32C, whoever is operating at the time,
will not encourage tail-ending. [I’m sure
they won’t. Ed.] It serves to encourage
everybody to not only tail-end, but to call
while the DX station is in QSO. It is simply
wasting everybody‟s time. The DX station
would get through a whole lot more if
proper etiquette were followed. I guess that
is hoping for too much, but nevertheless it
should be every operator‟s aim. If you wait
for a few days into the expedition you might
find it easier to make a QSO, once the
sharks have had their way. I usually wait for
the QRM to die down before trying. I get
fed up with hearing things like “Idiot”,
“QSY”, “Stop tuning” and worse! It gets a
bit like the Goon Show sometimes, with
“Shut up”, “You shut up”, “No, you shut
up” and again worse. So please don‟t add to
it, switch off and wait for a better day.

I have a long tail
This complaint has been made a few times
by some running MMTTY. There is a cure.
Thanks to Bob/VE2AXO the solution to this
small problem is to use the „COMTXD(FSK)‟ in the Misc tab. Not the
„Sound + COM - TxD(FSK)‟. It produces a
very fast transmit turn-off, without the long
tail.

There is another trick that I employ, but I
shall keep that to myself until the next
RTTY Column. It usually works well for me
too.

PSK31 in the CCs
When using PSK31, apart from the mode
being painfully slow, is the length of time
taken to escape from transmit to receive. I
get around this by cutting the tail off. As
soon as the data has been transmitted, I
don‟t wait for the tail, I just hit escape,
instantly turning over to receive. It seems to
work well for me and cuts down the time
taken for a Q too. If I am in RUN mode, I
usually run with a notch either side of me as
well, cutting down the QRM slightly. Try it,
it does work. Don‟t put the notches too
close however, or they will detract from the
readability.

Am I in the log?
There will be an online log to check, but
obviously it will take time to upload the logs
to the site. Give it a day or two and then
check. You will be able to do this for each
band slot too. Don‟t call again if you don‟t
see it in there the same day or even the next
day. Give it time.
RYRYRYRY To use or not to use?
The use of RYRYRYRY hails back to the
good old RTTY machinery days, there is no
need for it in this day and age, so please

Isn‟t is just amazing too how when
exchanging information, the signal usually
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fades just at the point of giving the serial
number and then the same happens again on
requesting a repeat! Frustration abounds in
my shack when using PSK31.

but 90 degrees out of phase, and with only
half the transmit power in each. That is,
twice the data transmission bandwidth, at
the cost of a 3 dB reduction in the Signal to
Noise ratio. QPSK uses the extra bandwidth
for Forward Error Correction (FEC). In a
contest situation we are not really interested
in error correction within one transmission,
merely a repeat of the number if repeat is
requested.

When using PSK31, make sure you have
BPSK in the data window and not QPSK.
BPSK uses 180 degree phase shifts
(„polarity reversals‟), whereas QPSK uses
two pairs of phase shifts (0 and 180, 90 and
270 degrees). QPSK can be thought of as
two BPSK signals on the same frequency,

73 de Roger, G3LDI

_____________________________________________________________________

Contest
Lee Volante, GØMTN
Welcome to the July „Contest‟. Recently
there has been publicity in the mainstream
media that the sun is going to sleep, with
fewer sunspots and solar activity resulting.
„Welcome to Maunder Minimum II‟ was the
title at one website I browsed. The obvious
inference for HF contesters is that the
mediocre HF conditions that we‟ve
experienced over the already protracted
solar minimum years could be here to stay.
More recently we‟ve started to see some
slow improvements. DXpeditions and
contest stations are still making record
numbers of contacts and record scores to a
large number of DXCC entities. However, I
think that by instead considering the „lower
tier‟ stations without amplifiers and the
most efficient antennas paints a more
realistic picture. We‟re still a long way from
the „average amateur‟ making a high
volume of inter-continental QSOs with
similar „average amateurs‟ on the upper HF
bands. I‟d like to be once again making
hundreds of QSOs with Japan or the West
Coast, instead of (at best) one or two in a
worldwide contest. Every DXCC entity in
the world is accessible from here in
suburbia, if the station at the far end is well
equipped. But that doesn‟t mean that a
number of QSOs are possible from a
particular part of the world, and for the

contester QSO volume is more important
than for the DXer.
I‟ve also recently been involved with an
RSGB Focus Group looking at various
topics, one of which has been the increasing
average age of radio amateurs. This has
more direct relevance to contesting, which
in many aspects is more physically and
mentally demanding than other areas of
amateur radio. My own local club is finding
it more difficult to find enthusiastic and
able-bodied members to put on a Field Day
contest effort. More of our „new generation‟
of licensees need to be taught, and this is
being put into practice, although this new
blood is not actually reducing the average
age. There‟s a certain reticence from some
club members to sit down in front of a radio
for even a single hour, let alone 24 or 48.
Populating an operating rota has never been
such of a struggle. Recent discussions to
reduce the operating time allowed for the
ARRL DX contest may in part have been
triggered by similar age-related concerns.
But when certain rules have been in place
for many decades, there‟s a strong
opposition against change. In the longer
term, some changes would appear to be
inevitable.
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How did he do that?

Whilst its use mid-contest is being hotly
debated, especially in events like RSGB
NFD where the idea of Internet connectivity
during the field event could be argued as
anachronistic, it does offer the opportunity
for some good post-game analysis. With the
RBN you could see where in the band a
close rival has been calling CQ, how fast
they were calling, and their approximate
signal strength in several locations. Whilst
the same strategy won‟t be good for
operators with different styles or skills, or
for stations with very different antennas, it
can give some ideas about how to do better.
Finding out whether or how often the
leaders change frequencies, or keep to a
slow CW speed, or where they operate in
the band are just a few clicks away. If
allowed by the rules, you could also keep an
eye on your competitors mid-contest, and
maybe be influenced by what you see others
doing.

I‟m sure many of us ask that question when
seeing the results, or claimed scores of a
contest being posted online. For contests
with a very limited time period, and limited
strategy options such as the single band 80m
Club Championships, trying to understand
where a 20- or 50-QSO gap between you
and the leader came from can be headscratching.
Strategy options are of course important –
when and where to call CQ, and when to
Search and Pounce. Several of the major
international
contest
sponsors
are
deliberating making all logs publicly
available, largely in the name of
transparency and to minimise the risk of
cheating. But this does also give everyone a
chance to study a little of how the best
contesters operate, and attempt to learn.
Learning and improving are certainly what
contesting, and amateur radio as a whole
should be all about.

The PSK Reporter project allows similar
monitoring of PSK, and other data signals
including RTTY. Automatic wideband
decoding of RTTY is not as straightforward
as for CW, as it‟s more difficult to work out
the mark and space tones. As many PSK
software packages allow decoding of all of
the signals within the passband, it‟s quite
easy in PSK contests to keep a very close
eye on your competitors without any
additional hardware, software or Internet
reports.

There have been some comments that
making logs available like I‟ve described
will reveal top contesters hard-earned
strategies and potentially remove their
competitive edge. Whilst I won‟t go into too
much depth here about the rights and
wrongs of having open logs, certainly for
CW contests there are other tools available
that might give you some new ideas for
future contests.

I know this topic will make a number of
what I could term traditional contesters
uneasy. Indeed, I‟ve been disappointed to
see the apparent de-skilling that many of the
more recent additions to assisted contest
operating gives. They may result in more
QSOs, or more country multipliers logged,
but if it‟s at the cost of the core skills of
tuning a radio receiver and picking out
callsigns by ear, perhaps the development is
not really for the good of radio contesting.

The ReverseBeaconNetwork (RBN) is a
network of wideband receivers, running
CWSkimmer software, to allow an
aggregated live picture of CW activity on
the amateur bands to be seen. It‟s the
ultimate DX cluster, with literally everyone
everywhere being spotted. Alternatively, or
additionally, you could run CW Skimmer
from an SDR receiver yourself. This may
not have the power or strength in numbers
of the whole RBN network, but it does have
the advantage that it shows what can be
received at your station with your antennas.

As an aside, I‟ve been tinkering with a QRP
transceiver kit recently. Whilst no-one
came back to my initial CQ calls, there was
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still some instant gratification to show that
everything was working well when the RBN
showed that the low-power signal had been
picked up all over Europe. So there are
plenty of benign and useful reasons to have
the RBN system in place.

single- and multi-op contest operations from
his station, Sluymer is a long-time member
of the CQ WW Contest Committee and a
frequent speaker at hamfest forums and club
meetings." Very inspiring stuff, and a richly
deserved award for John in recognition of
his efforts.

Dayton Hamvention wrap-up
IARU HF Championship – GR2HQ
In the last issue I mentioned some of the
interactive sessions that were being set up
for the Dayton Hamvention and the USA
Contest University. The opening and closing
session of the main CTU were streamed live
as a webinar. The opening session must
have been at 8 or 9am local time, which
handily coincided with lunchtime in the UK.
I was sitting at my desk at work, enjoying
some sandwiches, while watching Doug,
K1DG, give his „Contesting the Right Way‟
presentation live.

The UK Headquarters team for the July
IARU HF Championship will again be
battling it out on the 9 - 10 July. The
GR2HQ stations will likely be spread
around the UK, in order to maximise their
ability to exploit propagation which may
differ around the country. An awards
scheme is being run again, split into a UK
Club Challenge, and individual operator‟s
certificates. More information is available
at www.gr2hq.com. If you‟re not already
planning a serious entry into the contest,
please spend a few minutes over the contest
weekend looking for the HQ stations,
including those from other countries as well
as our own to be fair and reduce the ongoing
concerns about national bias. Good luck to
all.

Thanks are due to Ken, K4ZW, who is a
driving force behind the webinars and the
streaming. I sent Ken a note while this
presentation was being given to say it was
looking and sounding great – I think he was
amused that I was at lunch already as he
commented on it on the CQ-Contest
reflector. It was interesting to see that there
were many other UK and European
contesters also watching. Perhaps there will
be something similar run for the next UK
CTU to expand its reach, coming this
autumn at the RSGB Convention. I should
have more news to report on that next time.

WPX CW
My biggest serious entry in the last couple
of months has been in the WPX CW
contest. In recent years I‟d had some
successes trying the All Band Low Power
categories. From the last few years‟ results I
saw that several UK stations had placed
well by focussing on making good Single
Band (SB) scores, so I‟d also tried a 20m
SB entry in an attempt to see my name in
lights. This was a bit of a disappointment in
terms of the operating experience, with
several operating hours dragging on with
low rates when the band was barely open.
As some CW die-hards mentioned, SB is
just three dots away from SSB, which was
not their cup of tea either.

Other good news from the Hamvention is
that well-known contester John Sluymer,
VE3EJ, was inducted into the CQ Contest
Hall of Fame. The citation said:
“Sluymer has been an active contester and
DXer since 1973 and is a founding member
and current President of Contest Club
Ontario, which has grown from 16 to 250
members in less than a decade. He also
holds numerous Canadian domestic and DX
contest records, was named the 2006 Radio
Amateur of the Year by the Radio Amateurs
of Canada (RAC). A frequent host for

So I decided on an All Band High Power
entry this year. This would be largely for
fun, as I had little chance of winning the
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section. I had my own previous HP score to
beat though, and a target of 2,000 QSOs too.
The WPX website also now shows „all time
totals‟ for a particular category, by country.
It was interesting to see how high I could
reach in this table.

based on claimed and final scores from the
qualifying events. Individual calls can be
entered and the scores checked against
others from the same DXCC entity, and the
WRTC qualifying areas ie EU1. Have a
look here at http://wrtc-rank.com/.

The first day went reasonably well, with
rates being maintained, although once again
those all important DX contacts were few
and far between. G6PZ with Mark/MØDXR
at the controls, and Don/G3BJ operating
G5W did much better, although they (and
presumably everyone else in Europe outside
of those Italian and Croatian hilltops) really
struggled with netting the DX contacts.
Sunday was more of a struggle, and it
became clear that I wasn‟t going to meet my
2,000 QSO target. My own station never
does particular well in DX contests, but this
time barely more than 10% of my contacts
were outside of Europe, despite my best
efforts. Many other competitors saw
reductions in their percentage of DX
contacts too. But with a greater focus on LF,
at least partially as a result of 10m and 15m
not yielding much activity, my points score
was a little higher than the previous 2,000+
QSO entry I had a few years ago.

As this Digest reaches you it should be
exactly three years until the New England
WRTC gets going. There‟s plenty of time to
go, but a lot of planning and discussion is
under way. Follow the latest news at
http://wrtc2014.org. A list of forthcoming
qualification events is also shown on the
website, and if so minded you can keep up
with news via Facebook and Twitter. It‟s
difficult to keep up with the various
electronic communications media via the
printed page, but I will try my best!
73, QRZ?
Please send any material for the next edition
to the usual e-mail and postal addresses at
the front of the Digest. Thanks to Derrick/
G3LHJ for his latest Contest News from the
Torbay Amateur Radio Society. This is
another good example of how to inspire and
motivate local club members to take up, and
then persevere with contesting.

WRTC 2014
Marek/SQ2GXO has produced an unofficial
WRT2014 qualification standings website,

73 Lee, GØMTN

_____________________________________________________________________

E-mails to the Editor
from GW4SKA
our leading travellers, who put so much into
their trips, are wondering whether the
rewards are worth their considerable outlay
in time, effort and finance.

Reactions to DXpeditioners’ Woes,
Digest, May 2011
Sir.

Bob, 5B4AGN/G3ZEM, highlights the need
for better education and mentoring. This
could be achieved by a return to a multilevel licensing system with some control of

We have all seen the decline in operating
standards over the past few years in relation
to DXpeditions. It is sad to see that some of

39

operations during the first few months. The
introduction of a 'provisional' licence for 6
months, during which time any HF
transmissions have to be made under the
supervision of full licensee, would be
helpful in many ways.

didactic in style, but it preaches to the
converted. Does anyone seriously believe
IKs and UAs read it? The DX operator
himself must learn several new things:
1. Announce from time to time, slowly and
well-spaced in Italian, Russian and English,
the languages of the major offenders - some
succinct statements of parts of the „DX
Code‟, such as:

I must disagree with Bob's final point,
finding fault with the „”Have a go, it's only
a hobby' ethos espoused by many who man
the inlet to amateur radio”. Amateur radio is
a hobby! DXpeditions are a very small part
of the overall amateur radio hobby, but
depend on the support of the wider
community. We need to keep our
speciality alive by encouraging new recruits
from the younger generation(s).





Of the 12 'well-known DXers who
commented in the Digest, 11 appear to have
been licensed for over 30 years. We need
new members, enthusiastic youngsters who
will keep DXing alive and learn from the
experts. Let's not put them off by promoting
a 'rich professionals only' attitude. This is a
hobby, open to all, it's amateur radio.

Do not transmit on my frequency
Do not transmit when I am working
someone else
Do not transmit if I am calling
someone else; your QRM slows me
down, and reduces your chance
ofcontacting me.

2. Discipline yourself too. If you
call „K3Q?‟ do not work IK or
UA, however loudly or often they call.
3. Do not waste time (from your point of
view) rebuking violators of the principles in
1. above, asking perhaps if they want to
work you - or cause QRM.

John Barber GW4SKA
Hard to live with, yes. It means accepting a
lower QSO rate, but once the idea spreads
it might prove beneficial. Whinging
achieves
nothing
but
personal
frustration. Positive action might also
achieve nothing, but at least it spreads the
word.

from SV5/G2JL
Someone sent me a copy of you excellent
publication. If you can accept letters or
comments from non-members [Well, of
course. Ed.], here's my two cents‟
worth following
Roger/G3SXW's
„DXpeditioner's Woes‟ and later comments.

I call CQ very little. When I call a G, a W
or whatever, a dozen Italians and Russians
call me. Arthritis prevents me from pressing
hard enough on the key to put out a strong
signal. When I fail to raise the man I call, I
will not work the blighters, but I do call the
station I wanted again - unless he's working
someone else.

Though not a DXpeditioner myself (not
enough money, etc.), I know something of
the problem, operating from here as I do six
months of the year.
„Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in
illis‟[The times change, and we change with
them. Ed.]. Even skilled and longexperienced DXpeditioners need to move
with the times and alter their habits. The
„DX Code of Conduct‟ is doubtless well
intended, if somewhat long-winded and

Use all, any or none of the above, as you
wish. Perhaps we can teach The Old Dogs
of DX new tricks !
73 de Mort SV5/G2JL
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from Graham
SVØXBA

Coomber,

GØNBI/

them rigidly. You are in the driving seat.
Rigidly enforcing the rules may bring down
the „run rate‟ and cause frustration in the
short term (and may even cause you to turn
off at times), but will gain you respect,
control and hopefully satisfaction in the
long run. There is no need to rehearse what
those rules could be (and they will differ
depending on the circumstances), but you
need to be brave and face down the bullies.

I hope you will accept this contribution to
the debate from someone who is newly
involved with CDXC, but also a long-time
DXpedition „customer‟.
Obviously I have no trouble identifying with
the problems described and, yes, it seems to
be getting worse. Without in any way trying
to justify the „bad behaviour‟, from my
perspective pile-up chaos is often
exacerbated by the DX sstation. Many times
I have waited patiently, responding as a
well-brought up Englishman should to the
exhortation by the DX for all stations to
QRX while he works a particular station,
country or continent, only to find that he
allows himself to be bullied into working
someone else instead who is making a
nuisance of himself by calling constantly.
Whose rules are we playing by here? The
DXpeditioner's or the bully‟s? When bullies
are seen to prosper, the wrong example is
set.

Perhaps part of the problem is the way in
which we seem to measure DXpedition
success: the
more QSOs the better,
expectations of higher and higher „run
rates‟, etc. Without wishing to enter the
debate about how important size is, more is
not always better, and I hope that G3TXF's
ethos of service to the „tiddly guys‟ (like
me) and those who play by the rules, can be
promoted and enhanced.
73
Graham Coomber GØNBI/SVØXBA
________________________________

Also, stations often seem to be worked „out
of the air‟, ie the DX station finishes one
QSO and immediately calls another station
without having invited a further call (QRZ).
This encourages “tailgating” onto QSOs,
which soon deteriorates into constant
calling.

CDXC Hall of Fame members
from WA4JQS (to G3NUG)
I got my Digest last week and just got to
read it. I just wanted to say it is an
outstanding Digest, one of the best I have
ever read. I also wanted to thank you for the
nice welcome for new members.

We should be encouraged that there is so
much competition to work the DX. And let's
be clear, it is a competition because bands
do not stay open 24/7 and us amateurs often
have a limited amount of time to try and
make their contact. In any competitive
situation people will „push the envelope‟ as
far as they can to get an advantage, and the
avoidance of chaos requires a firmly
administered set of rules.

One thing I noticed was that you listed
CDXC as having four CQ DX Hall of Fame
members. You may want to change that to
five, as I was inducted in 1994 as No. 39.
„5‟ is a much better-looking number than
„4‟. [See also Neville’s PP this month. Ed.]
Again, thank you for the nice welcome.

I believe it is for each DXpeditioner to set
their „rules of engagement‟ and to stick to

73 Tony WA4JQS etc.
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Not the GB2RS News




The „Ham Radio‟ once again a huge
success
Magazine front cover criticised
High-power club launched

These days travel to most countries in
Europe is becoming increasingly boring,
seeing as you rarely get any stamps in your
passport to prove that you‟ve been there.
Which is where the Campaign for the
Reintroduction of All Passport Stamps
(CRAPS) comes in. You can find out more
at www.craps.org.uk.
________________________________

The „Ham Radio‟ in Friedrichshafen, aka
Fred‟s Harbour, was once again a huge
success. Those hardy regulars of the railway
station buffet, Franziska Frohmacher and
Liliane Leckmeister, also did a grand job of
catering for their favourite UK customers
and keeping their spirits up. Also, this year a
special discount had been arranged with the
local planetarium, the Venus Club,
guaranteeing members of the Chiltern DX
Club (CDXC) front-row seats to eclipse all
others and a close-up view of the stars, most
of whom come from Eastern Europe.
________________________________

Contest News
The action begins next Thursday, when we
can look forward to another SSB session in
the 80m Club Championships between 1900
and 2030 UTC. Yes, work exactly the same
stations you worked in this one last time
round (and the time before that…), although
possibly in a slightly different order.
___________________________________

Recently there has been some concern over
the front covers of a well-known amateur
radio magazine amidst allegations that these
are fast turning into barely disguised adverts
for Very Expensive Antenna Towers for the
Landed Gentry. There is certainly no way
your average radio amateur could afford any
of these huge erections, some extendable to
as much as 200ft, even assuming the
necessary real estate and a superb working
relationship with your local council.
________________________________

News for the South East
On Tuesday the Theydon Bois Amateur
Radio Society is planning a guided tour of
the Secret Nuclear Bunker. However, we
gather that there‟s little point in contacting
the Club Secretary to find out where this
bunker is. After all, it‟s secret, so he doesn‟t
know where it is either.
________________________________
Solution to Prize Crossword 46

The GQRP Club with its magazine Sprat is
well known, but there has until now been no
equivalent for high-power enthusiasts. This
is about to change with the launch of GQRO
and its magazine Splat. The inaugural issue
includes useful techniques for increasing the
bandwidth of an SSB transmission. There
will be a regular column, „Breaking the pileups‟. In the advertising section both Waters
& Stampon and Doomraker are offering key
click generating kits with front panel
controls for click intensity and transmitted
bandwidth. If you are a QRO enthusiast, this
is the club for you.
[Thanks to G3KHZ. Ed.]
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Digest Prize Crossword 47
1

2

3

8

by RFX
4

7

10

12

14

The winner of Prize Crossword 46,
May 2011: Jim Kellaway, G3RTE,
Potters Bar (via e-mail).
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26

13

17

24

27

28

ACROSS
1 Prisoner going down in a patronising manner
(13)
8 Pieces of furniture found in small English
county (4)
9 Escape route followed by Galileo, say (6,4)
11 Short take-off area? (8)
12 Sponge German theologian talked about in
Albert Square (6)
14 What bouncer controls, providing a hand in
social event (10)
17 Get through route through mountains (4)
18 Organisation involved in brief talks (4)
19 Strange rescue car touring Old Windsor, say
(10)
21 Oxford accent? (6)
23 Old childbirth practices in which telling stories
is popular? (6-2)
25 A crime is no trouble in this part of the Pacific
(10)
27 Cheese produced the wrong way (4)
28 Cull in 1745, say, the hardest part (4,3,6)

DOWN
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
10
13
15
16
20
21
22
24
26

Deadline for entries: 20 August
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French railway game (6,2,3)
Cosy places established in Nova Scotia (5)
Author's translation of Storm Reef (1,1,7)
Piece of potato given to popular saint (7)
Nothing found in Rimini Hilton! (5)
Unprepared as I am for politician to take on
workers... (9)
... union leader spotted in posh car exposing
corporation (3)
Part of Oahu, Hawaii - you what? (3)
A couple of fools worried about popular
murder (11)
Speech given towards end of summer on river
(9)
Deal with China arranged for hot dish (9)
Abandoned ship's second instrument (7)
Useless to ask for tramp (3)
Painter in back of boat, way down to the
bottom (5)
Bloke hanging around hospital in Belgian city
(5)
German I encountered in Michigan (3)

Old (two-letter) UK callsigns for re-issue?
It‟s not commonly known, but several documents from the UK‟s Ofcom have been
published on WikiLeaks, including this letter to a well-known UK amateur in response to
his request for the re-issue of an old two-letter call based on his extremely tenuous
connection with the original licensee.
article entitled „How to fake any
document using Photoshop‟. We
assume this was an error. Nevertheless
we enjoyed reading the article.

Dear Mr Phirrips,
Further to your recent application we
are pleased to advise you that we are
issuing you with the callsign G2ZZ. In
fact following our own researches on
LostGenes.com we are also pleased
also to issue you with the callsigns
G3ZZ, G4ZZ, G5ZZ, G6ZZ and
G8ZZ. We have found that you are a
„close relative‟ of each of the original
owners of these callsigns.

We much appreciated receiving your
erudite application for the call G2ZZ.
[Thanks for attaching all 45 back
issues of the CDXC Digest
Crossword]. Most applications for
these „grand old timer‟ two-letter
callsigns seem to be from juveniles
who have difficulty in expressing
themselves in anything other than
text-speak. What would any of them
know about the inner workings of a
19-Set anyway? Meanwhile we wish
you success with your many new (old)
callsigns. You may like to consider
issuing a new „Worked All ZZs‟
award.

Please note that with G8ZZ it was a
close call. We were not sure that we
could consider you being a „close
relative‟ of the original G8ZZ, based
solely on the weekend fling that your
Uncle Ebenezer's second cousin onceremoved, Charlie (late of the parish of
Theydon Bois), had with G8ZZ‟s
grandmother's scullery maid in
Bognor in 1874.

Yours humbly,

As for your own application for
G2ZZ, we were pleased to receive the
„letter of support‟ from the late Dame
Martyna Phirrips, widow of G2ZZ.
However, we were curious to note the
letter was dated 2 February 1932,
which is several years before you
were born. We also noted that the
signature on the 1932 letter had more
than a passing resemblance your own
signature. You kindly attached this
„letter of support‟ as an MS Word doc.
We hadn't realised that Microsoft was
around in those days. Thank you also
for attaching to your application the

P. E. N. Pusha
Special
Callsign
Administration
Manager (SCAM) Ofcom
PS: Following further research on
LostGenes.com, we note that (barring
the odd difference in spelling) you
may be related to one of the radio
operators on the Titanic. We'd
therefore be pleased to issue you with
the callsign MGY.
[With thanks to G2XF, G3XF, G4XF,
G5XF, G6XF, G8XF and G3TXF.
Ed.]
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