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• £99.00 deposit
• 9 payments of £77.77

• INTEREST FREE!

S
from Martin Lynch & Sons

MI:Smart lynch & sons

$

rirccm ,r,sc.

t&s1

t

tel: 0208 566 1120
fax:
0208 566 1207
voebsite: Imiiirv.hamradio.co.uk
email: sales@hamradio.co.uk

i28. 140.142 NORTHFIELD AVENUE • EALING • LONDON W13 9SB
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and YAGIS

• Manufactured
using high quality
aluminum, all
mounting
hardware is made
of stainless steel.
• The antennas can
be installed for
either horizontal
or vertical
polarization.
• The SO-239
connector is fully
sealed from the
backside to
prevent water or
humidity entering
the coax.
• Each antenna
comes with both
design data and
radiation patterns
• Power rating
3000 Watt
• 5 years warranty

A range of high specification
beams using computer
optimised design. Easy to erect
with heavy duty hardware.
MODEL

BAND

EL.

BOOM TURNING GAIN Pe WEIGHT
LATH RADIUS DB RATIO (Eel

POW111 • PIRFOIIMANCI • VALUE
PRKE

6m Band
6.2 -18 2.20 L49.95
ZX6.2 50MHz 2 0.60m 1.53
9.1 -25 3.00 L89.00
ZX6-3 50MHz 3 1.75m 1.74
L99.95
ZX6.4 50MHz 4 2.75m 2.03 11.4 -28 4.30 £129.00
-28 6.50
12.1
2.64
ZX6-5 50MHz 5 4.35m
10m Band
6.3 -18 3.90 £98.00
ZX I 0-2 28MHz 2 0.90m 2.63
L129.00
ZX I 0-30X28MHz 3 3.35m 3.35 10.3 -20 6.50 L166.00
12
-26 10.80
3.90
ZX10-4DX28MHz 4 5.80m
8.00m 4.8 12.7 -35 13.40 L225.00
ZX10-5DX28MHz
4295.00
ZX I 0-7 28MHz 7 14.00m 7.46 14.1 -42 18.00 MALL
ZX10-8 28MHz 8 18.00m 9.30 18.0 -44 21.00
12m Band
6.3 -18 4.20 £99.95
ZXI2-2 24MHz 2 1.10m 2.85
I 28.00
9.1 -25 6.90
ZX 12-3 24MHz 3 3.50m 3.30
ZXI2.4 24MHz 4 5.50m 3.92 11.4 -28 3.70 £159.00
L215.00
12.1
-28
14.80
ZXI2-5 24MHz 5 8.60m 5.13
L229.00
ZXI2-6 24MHz 6 14.50m 7.78 12.7 -35 19.59
15m Band
112.00
6.3
-18
6.60
L
3.36
1.30m
ZXI 5-2 2IMHz 2
9.1 -25 10.90 E155.00
ZX 15-3 21 MHz 3 4.15m 3.98
L185.00
4.67
11.4
-28
15.40
6.40m
ZX 1 5-4 21 MHz 4
1225.00
ZX I 5-5 21 MHz 5 10.20m 6.13 12.1 -28 20.20
ZX IS-6 2IMHz 6 14.70m 8.09 12.7 -35 23.00 4266.00
17m Band
129.00
ZX17-2 8MHz 2 1.45m 4.26 6.3 -18 6.80 LI59.95
ZX I7-3 8MHz 3 4.90m 4.85 9.1 -25 11.58 C189.95
5.63
11.4
-28
16.80
7.50m
ZX 17-4 8MHz 4
L229.00
- 4. ZX17-5 8MHz 5 11.20m 7.10 12.1 -28 22.30 E275.00
8MHz 6 17.40m 9.57 12.7 -35 25.60
ZX 17-6
GAMMA MATCH
20m Band
6.3 -18 10.00 4149.95
4MHz 2 1.70m 4.57
ZX Monoband Yagis ZX20-2
9.1 -25 13.50 L 199.95
4MHz 3 6.20m 5.60
ZX20-3
use an efficient
6.58
11.4
-28 21.00 4259.00
4MHz 4 9.40m
XU-4
gamma match system ZX20-5
Z
4MHz 5 14.40m 8.54 12.1 -28 25.90 L320.00
9.60
12
-35
28.60 L445.00
capable of handling
4N11-1z 6 16.20m
ZX20.6

of low cost antennas
Manufactured in Germany ZXYAGI provide a range
suitable for the smallest garden to the largest contest station.

Low Cost
VERTICALS
Two lightweight
multiband
verticals that
really work. Each
is supplied with a
set of 3 wire
radials. These
may be laid out
or bent to suit
your location.
Power handling
approx 500W

£59.95
GP3
10/15/20M, 3.9 WAS
GP3W

£69.95

Indi50

■4110S/iH

A lightweight compact beam for 20115/10mtrs,
designed for the UK Amateur with limited space and
'eagle eyed' neighbours.The boom is just 2 mtrs long
with elements of 5 mtrs.A quiet receiving antenna
with good side rejection and front to back
performance.We've even heard some customers are
using them on 6 mtrs too! Weighs only I I kg.
SPECIFICATION
I Om/6.1dB, 15m/4.2dB, 20m/3.5dB
Gain
From 16 to 18dB
FIB Ratio
2. mtrs
Boom Length
Element length (max) 5 mtrs
2.6 mtrs
Turning Radius
I lkg
Weight
50mm
Mast Diameter
(144 km/h) 255
Wind Load
500 Watts
Power

YAM SU
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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G6LX — SILENT KEY

Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

FEATURES
•
•

i 000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT

@ 220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

3

EDITORIAL

9

POSTBAG

10

NICE TO KNOW

13

GENERAL TOPICS

17

THE D68C STORY (PART 2)

17

DX VOCABULARY

23

THE AGALEGA DXPEDITION

24

CW WEEK ON COCOS (KEELING) VK9C

28

HELSINKI AND TALLINN

31)

IOTA CORNER
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TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The World's First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D, FT-1000MP, FT-920,
FT-990, FT-900C/AT

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm (16 1/4"W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000

Please note: VL.1000 and VP.1000 are not sold separately.

YA.E S TJ
Yaesu UK Ltd. Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire S023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.

SWL NEWS
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PO Box 88,
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Keys and Keyers

R A Kent
Pump kit
Pump assembled
KT1 "pro" pump
Twin paddle kit
"
" assembled
Single paddle kit
"
" assembled
EK4 iambic keyer
EK4M memo keyer
EK4 memory upgrade
Iambic keyer kit
Touch twin keyer kit

£43.50
£56.50
£65.50
£56.50
£69.50
£48.50
£59.50
£47.50
£73.50
£29.50
£15.00
£27.90

Swedish Pump Key
Pederson DK1000

Bencher
BY1 twin (black base)
BY2 twin (chrome)
ST1 single (black)
ST2 single (chrome)

£129.95

8 pin mic plug
8 pin mic line receptacle
8 pin mic 1m extn. lead
RJ45 plug
RJ45 plug (CAT 5)
2.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm stereo j. plug
3.5mm stereo scmd jp
1/4" mono jack plug
'A" stereo jack plug
'A" mono scmd j. plug
'A" stereo scmd j. plug
Adaptor 1/4" to 3.5 stereo
Adaptor 3.5 to 1/4" stereo
Adaptor 1/4" to phone
Combiner 2x 3.5 to 3.5
Combiner 2x 'A" to 'A"
Combiner 2x 3.5 to 1/4"

£119.95

(combiners/adaptors are stereo)

£79.95
£89.95

£79.95
£89.95

Logikey
K3 keyer
Superkeyer 3 kit

£129.95

£59.95

Samson
ETM SQ twin paddle
ETM9C X3 keyer - with built
in paddles
ETM9C X3 fitted with Schurr
Paddles
ETM9COG X3 keyer without
Paddles

£39.95
£129.95
£199.95
£109.95

NB Samson ETM9 keyers use the SK3 chip

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).
Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for

Profs twin paddle
Portabel "midi" twin
Twin mechanism without

Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Digest
Editor address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the Digest are
not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

CDXC Web site: http://www.CDXC.org.uk

Schurr

Base

Twin mechanism for ETM
Keyers (ETM5 on)
Pump mahogany base

£0.75
£0.35
£0.40
£0.70
£0.65
£0.30
£0.25
£0.60
£0.75
£3.25
£3.00
£0.65
£0.65
£1 .95
£1 .50
£1.95
£2.50
£1 .95
£3.50

(Ns and BNC have captive pins-mostly
Greenpar Macom)

£99.95

"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".

overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).

Feeders, cable, connectors
RG213 Mil spec (/m)
RG58stranded core(/m)
RG174 miniature (/m)
450 ohm slotted twin
300 ohm slotted twin
75 ohm twin (400Watts)
16swg H/D copper (/m)
Polyprop egg insulator
Ribbed poly. Insulator
Dipole centre box
Dipole centre "T" piece
PL259 for RG213
PL259/6 for RG58
S0239 in line socket
BNC 50ohm plug RG58
N plug 50ohm RG213
" " " rt. Angled
N plug 50ohm RG58
PL259/PL259 1m lead

G3TUX

£1.50
£2.50
£8.50
£0.25
£0.50
£0.20
£0.25
£0.60
£0.85
£0.65
£0.75
£0.95
£1.25
£0.95
£0.95
£1 .25
£1.40
£1.50
£1.50

Im key/paddle leads 2+screen
-3.5mm screened plug
£3.50
-1/4" screened plug
£3.75
Red/Black twin power cables
8 Amp £0.35 20Amp
£0.55/m
VAT included - P&P extra

£74.95

£79.95
£139.95

Spares for keys stocked and repairs undertaken
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CDXC GOODS

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.

PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.

KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.

RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.

REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.

PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£6.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

If you've any sense, you've probably
abandoned the radio in recent weeks and
made of the most of the first prolonged
sunny spell we've enjoyed in almost a year.
Oh to live in California or the South of
France!
Of course, if you had been on the radio, you
would have enjoyed some nice surprises,
such as the German expedition to 15, HKO
Malpelo, some good sporadic E on 6m
(oops, sorry, we're an HF group!), and some
rarish IOTA activations.
For some of you, there will also have been
the opportunity to visit Dayton and/or
Friedrichshafen. If you have never been to
these, then can I recommend you start
saving your pennies for next year! But don't
forget our own HF Convention at Windsor,
taking place this year in mid-October. The
programme is starting to firm up, as you will
see on page 9, and looks like being another
good one.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Shaun Jarvis MOBJL
11 Charnwood Way,
Langley,
Southampton,
Hants SO45 1ZL
UK
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All this goes to explain why we enjoy
hearing and reading about propagation,
trying to understand it better and why, after
logging programs, propagation prediction
programs are one of the most popular items
of software in the hamshack.

One of the distinguishing features of our
hobby (or at least the DXing and contesting
sub-hobby) compared with communicating
via the phone or the Internet, is that we rely
on radio propagation. Many radio users,
both professionally and even among the
amateur radio community, restrict their use
of the medium to that which is totally (or
almost totally) predictable, in order to have
close to 100% reliability of communication.
Indeed, even those of us who consider
ourselves a little bit more adventurous, often
use PacketCluster where we rely on solid
links at good signal strength to maintain that
crucial flow of information into our shacks.

What started me on this train of thought was
an excellent article I found in the May issue
of "Six News", the well-presented 'journal
of the UK Six Metre Group. The article,
"50MHz F2 Propagation Mechanisms", was
reprinted with permission from the
Proceedings of the 34' h Conference of the
Central States VHF Society, Winnipeg
2000. At this point you're saying to
yourselves, G3XTT's finally flipped (if you
hadn't already thought so!). VHF indeed!
However, many of the propagation
mechanisms covered in the article are
equally applicable to HF, and especially to
10m, as the sunspots start to decline again.
I'm hoping the article will eventually be
posted on the UKSMG Web pages
(www.uksmag.com ). In any case, I
recommend you beg, borrow or steal a copy
at the earliest opportunity!

But for those of us with a more competitive
"bent", be it as DXers or contesters, the real

Funnily enough, I also got into a discussion
about propagation with Fred K3ZO and

Propagation

PAYMENT

joy of radio comes from making the most of
every little extra that the propagation gods
lay in our path. Catching that fleeting longpath opening or the sudden signal
enhancement just before a band dies, is akin
to the surfer catching that extra-special
wave. This is undoubtedly why long-time
DXers migrate upwards (10m, 6m) or
downwards (160, 80) in frequency, rather
than stay on, say, 40, 20, 15m where the
propagation is so much more predictable
and where, with a decent antenna and
something approaching the legal maximum
in power, you'll eventually work everything
that appears on the bands. Sooner or later,
that becomes boring.

Gene W3ZZ on the journey back from
Dayton (see p.37). Gene, who is mainly a
weak-signal VHF/UHF DXer and contester,
is quite a propagation guru and we covered a
lot of ground. When he needs to check up on
something there are four sources he
recommends: "The VHF/UHF DX Book"
by Ian White, G3SEK (pub: RSGB); "The
New Shortwave Propagation Handbook" by
George Jacobs, W3ASK (pub: CQ
Communications); "Radio Auroras" by
Charlie Newton, G2FKZ (pub: RSGB); and,
for the more technically (read,
mathematically) inclined, "Atmospheric
Radio" by Kenneth Davies (pub: Peter
Peregrinus). Interesting that two of the four
are RSGB publications. For a book that falls
between the "popular" and the
"mathematical", try and track down "Sun,
Earth and Radio" by J A Ratcliffe, sadly
now out of print but perhaps available via
your local library.
On a day-to-day basis there are several
Websites where you can check predictions,
download solar data, etc.
Which all gets me to thinking that perhaps
the Digest could benefit from some articles
on propagation, either general or specific
(e.g. 10m LP). Do we have any gurus out
there who would be prepared to put pen to
paper?
July contents

As for this issue of the Digest, I am
delighted to have not only the remainder of
the D68C story, with some additional input
from team members, but also write-ups on

3B6RF and VK9Cxx. I know that you, the
members, enjoy these write-ups and I can
certainly promise you more for next time. I
am still looking for more Member Profiles —
I know there are some interesting stories to
be told, so don't be shy! And we also have a
dearth of technical articles (even some
straightforward hints and tips you might
want to pass on), as well as hardware and
software reviews, antenna topics, etc. If you
don't want to write something speculatively,
do feel free to contact me first and we can
discuss possible content, length, etc. And
remember that Paul, our Contest specialist,
is always on the lookout for suitable input
too.

Secretary: Shaun Jarvis MOBJL
I I Charnwood Way, Langley,
Southampton, Hants SO45 I ZL
Tel: 01703 893391
e-mail: mObjl@btintemet.com

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Name in full Other callsigns•

Current callsign Address-

MOCDX

Finally a reminder of the Club callsign
MOCDX. While the MOC call is restricted in
its availability to a specified selection of
major contests (see p.56 of January 2001
Digest), MOCDX is available for members'
use for any suitable activity, for example a
DXpedition, special event station or minor
contest. All you need to do is make suitable
arrangements with the Chairman.

Country.

Post code.

Telephone.

E-mail•
First name or "ON-AIR" name (for your CDXC badge):

Proposer.

Cal!sign•

Seconder

Cal!sign•

G3PJT

And, as a final, final (must have spent too
much time on 80 SSB!), congratulations to
Bob G3PJT, who will succeed Don G3BJ as
RSGB President later this year. Are we
establishing a precedent (oh dear ..), in that
the RSGB President has to have served first
as CDXC President! Can't be bad.
73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NLIG

First of all to clarify one situation. Yaesu
UK will be one of the sponsors of the
forthcoming RSGB HF Convention together
with Martin Lynch & Sons. There was an
error in the flyer circulated with the May
Digest; Yaesu were not shown as sponsors.

axe

THE UK DX FOUNDATION

Anonymous donation

We recently received an anonymous
donation for £300.00. Many thanks indeed
to "Anon".

Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
(Cheques must be drawn on a UK bank).

Fee enclosed (see over)•

I hereby agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the
CDXC Membership List for regular circulation to other members. I agree to my E mail
address being published on the CDXC WWW page (http://www.CDXC.org.uk ).
-

Signed.

Date.
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Subscription received
Welcome letter sent
Newsletter note
Database updated

Mailing list updated
Membership list updated
E-mail list updated
Badge sent
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DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(Mx 425 DX News for most of this)
July

EYIARP from the "Radio Amateur's
Peak"
July
TA and SV islands by 1K3GES
July
FO/F6CTL: Rangiroa (OC-066),
French Polynesia
July
FtA IQQ/1 and RA IQY/I: Barents Sea
islands
till 2002
EM1HO: Galindez Island (AN-006)
till 31/08
ES8SC: special call (Estonia)
till August FOOCLA: French Polynesia and
Australs by F2HE
till 31/07
IQ8MFC: special station
till 03/09
K1VSJ: Martha's Vineyard (NA-046)
till 31/12
0E75: special prefix (Austria)
till 31/08
V02/K2FRD: Zone 2
till 31/08
VK8PW/8: Arnhem Land, Australia
till 12/08
SV9/WB2GAI/P: Crete (EU-015)
till 31/07
IBO: Ventotene (EU-045, LT-011): by
1K8VRH
till 23/07
JW4LN: EU-026 and EU-027 by
LA4LN
till 22/07
C6/KJ4Z, C6/K2VOL, C6/K4TKE:
Eleuthera (NA-001)
till 22/07
GOKOM/VP9: Bermuda (NA-005)
till 05/08
S2IYV: Bagladesh by KX7YT
15/07-03/08 XU7ABR: Cambodia by DL4KQ and
others
15/07
Colombian Ind. Day Contest
19/07-31/07 PJ2/hc and PJ2Y: Curacao (SA-006) by
Gs
20/07-22/07 BV9A/JH31WW and BV9A/113DST:
P'enghu Island (AS-103)
20/07-31/07 V47UY: Nevis Is (NA-104) by KJ4UY
20/07-22/07 Northwest DX Convention (Seattle)
22/07-25/07 SM5/GOGRC/p: Lammskar Is (EU177)
23/07-06/08 1498: Crete (EU-015) by I2WIJ
24/06-15/07 JT1FCR: Mongolia by G4DMA
25/07-01/08 C6DX,C6AJR,W8QID,W8ILC,
WA8NJR, N9NS, K8FL/C6A: NA-001
25/07-30/07 TM ION and F/GOMEU/p: Sein Island
(EU-068) by ONs
25/07-01/08 XM2CWI: La Madeleine Is (NA-038)
26/07-01/08 FP/NN9K, FP/KB9LIE, FP/K90T,
FP/K9WM: Miquelon (NA-032)
27/07-29/07 DH ILA, DH7NO, DL2RTK,
DL2SWW, DL2VFR, DLOKWH: EU057
27/07-29/07 HL I OYF/2, HLITXQ/2, HL I VAU/2,
DS3BG1/2, DS] EVQ/2: AS-090
27/07-03/08 MMOBQI/p: Summer Isles (EU-092)
28/07-29/07 AA3DD: Chincoteague Is (NA-083)
28/07-29/07 CS5C: Culatra Island (EU-145)
28/07-29/07 DL5XL/p: Helgoland Island (EU-127)
28/07-29/07 F/IKITTD: Ile du Levant (EU-070)
28/07-29/07 GM2T: Isle of Tiree (EU-008)

28/07-05/08 JI3DST/6: Kuchino Island (AS-049)
28/07-29/07 1W5E: Svalbard (EU-026) by ON7PC
and ON6QR
28/07-29/07 SW8T: Thassos Island (EU-174) by
SV8DTL and SV8DTZ
28/07-29/07 Venezuelan Ind. Day Contest (CW)
02/08-15/08 13/PAOZH, J3/PA3EWP, J3/PA5ET,
13/PA7FM: NA-147
03/08-05/08 IMOR: Isola dei Ratti (EU-165)
04/08-10/08 3A/IZ1DSH: Monaco
05/08-10/08 GWONWR/p: Bardsey Island (EU-I24)
05/08-08/08 OJO: Market Reef (EU-053) by LAs
05/08-18/08 OZ/DL7UXG/p: Bornholm Is (EU-030)
05/08
YO DX HF Contest
07/08-08/08 ZKIAHB: Rarotonga (OC-013), South
Cooks by KM6HB
08/08-14/08 KL7AK: Sitkinak Island (NA-053)
09/08-11/08 ZKIAHB: Mangaia (OC-159), South
Cooks by KM6HB
11/08-14/08 JQI SUO/4: Oki Island (AS-041)
11/08-29/08 TV: Benin by F5CWU, F5M00 and
F5AOV
11/08-16/08 ZKIAHB: Aitutaki (OC-083), South
Cooks by KM6HB
11/08-12/08 WAE DX Contest (CW)
12/08-17/08 9A/DF9MV, DLIGEO, DL9CHR,
DEOMST: Parer 1st (EU-110)
13/08-27/08 ID9/11SNW: Eolie Islands (EU-017)
13/08-17/08 ZKIAHB: Rarotonga (OC-0l3), South
Cooks by KM6HB
15/08-28/08 FR/I4ALU/p: Reunion Island (AF-016
16/08-27/08 J8/PAOZH, J8/PA3EWP, J8/PA5ET,
J8/PA7FM: NA-025
18/08-19/08 GB2ELH: Eshaness Lighthouse,
Shetland Isis
18/08-19/08 1Q3V: Vittoria L'house (WAIL FV-01
17/08-20/08 KL7: Shumagin Is (NA-087) by
KD6WW
18/08-19/08 GT3FLH: Isle of Man (EU-116)
18/08-19/08 W2T: Tucker Island (NA-III)
lighthouse
18/08-19/08 International Lighthouse/Lightship
Weekend
02/09-27/09 5R: Madagascar (AF-013) by F6BUM
03/09-07/09 5R: Sainte Marie Is (AF-090) by
F6BUM
04/09-10/09 T3OXU: West Kiribati (OC-017) by
PA3AXU
06/09-13/09 VK9XV: Christmas Is (OC-002) by
PA3G10
11/09-19/09 C2 I XU: Nauru (0C-031) by PA3AXU
14/09-21/09 lL7/IZ2DPX: San Domino (EU-050)
14/09-20/09 VK9CQ: Cocos/Keeling (OC-003) by
PA3G10
17/09-30/09 7th Russian IOTA/DX Conference
(Lipetsk)

Reflections on the past seven years

General Meeting in July 1996.

I have been the Chairman of CDXC since
July 1994 and will be standing down this
year. I thought it would be of interest,
particularly to the more recent joiners, to
hear about developments in the club over
this period.

The next initiatives were mainly in the
marketing field and these have continued to
this day. Every year has seen a major
mailout, usually to around 300/400
prospective members. These have generally
produced a return of around 15/20%, which
is a very satisfactory result when compared
with commercial returns. We have also
promoted CDXC at the RSGB HF
Convention and have made various forays to
shows such as Picketts Lock and Leicester.

When I became Chairman there were around
120 members and there was considerable
debate within the club as to our future
direction. Previously, the club had
comprised members mainly based in the
Chiltem region in the south-east of England.
It was 'exclusive' in that it comprised
mainly DXers with high DXCC scores. One
of the issues being considered was whether
the club should be more of a national
organisation. In fact the previous Chairman,
John G3WGV, had proposed that we adopt
the name "The UK DX Foundation" as well
as CDXC and this change had been
introduced.
There was a good deal of support for our
DXpedition funding activity and many
members felt we should support as many
DXpeditions as possible providing those
DXpeditions complied with our simple
conditions. In the mid-90s we had enough
cash to support around five DXpeditions
each year.
There was also much support for enhancing
the Newsletter but we knew we would have
to increase our membership income
substantially if we were going to be able to
do this and, in particular, to introduce glossy
photo pages.
We also needed a new prospectus and this
was produced in early 1996. This set out our
main objectives which were again the
subject of much discussion. It has stood the
test of time and we still use it today. Over
the years around 3,000 have been printed.
Having sorted out our objectives we then
started working on a new constitution. This
was based on the RSGB model constitution
and this was approved at an Extraordinary

Over the years, we have been gradually been
dropping the 'Chiltern DX Club' name and
pushing the club as "CDXC - The UK DX
Foundation". This has been quite intentional
and over 60% of our members are now
based outside the south-east of England. We
also have a significant number of overseas
members, most of whom have some links to
the UK. Our numbers have grown steadily
each year and we now have around 480
members. In fact, we need to recruit at least
30 members each year just to maintain our
numbers. We lose around this number every
year, the main reasons being a loss of
interest in DXing or in the hobby generally.
The next big event was the 9MOC Spratly
DXpedition in February 1998 led by CDXC
members. The team made over 65,000
QSOs, the fourth largest DXpedition
worldwide at that time. We believe that the
profile of CDXC was enhanced significantly
as a result.
In 1998, we also revamped and published
our criteria and conditions for making
donations to DXpeditions. Around the same
time, we announced the availability of the
new CDXC clothing and ties.
September 1998 saw the CDXC Newsletter
become the CDXC Digest with a new cover
and glossy centre photo pages. This was
only possible because our growth in income
allowed us to move to offset-printing for
these pages.
New rules for the Penallt Trophy were

approved in late 1998 and since then some
massive scores have been accumulated. The
object is simply to work as many DXCC
entities as possible on the LF bands in
January each year. This is a beautiful cup
and well worth winning
Mid 1999 saw us developing the RSGB
IOTA Millennium Programme — "IOTA
2000" — which generated much activity.
There were over 2,500 file downloads from
our Website and many more accesses. In
fact the first batch of certificates was
despatched in mid-June. The break-down is
interesting:
Gold
Silver
Bronze
Participation
DXpeditioners' Platinum
DXpeditioners' Gold
TOTAL TO DATE:

33
92
78
27
3
5
238

Main countries:
DL
25
16
F
G
23
24
24
JA
14
W
IOTA continues to be very much a European
award with relatively low activity in North
America. The Japanese numbers are
encouraging however. Our thanks to Nevada
for the sponsorship of the "IOTA 2000"
Programme and for designing the
certificates which have been very well
received. The closing date for applications is
31 December 2001.
The RSGB Morse Campaign also started in
1999, again being managed by CDXC.
There have been regular campaigns ever
since with significant numbers gaining their
licences.
In late 1999 we announced the CDXC Cup,
an RSGB award for the leading UK single
operator in the CQ Worldwide Phone
Contest.

Our DXpedition funding activities have
continued apace; we can now afford to make
contributions to 10/12 DXpeditions each
year. In January 2000 we set up a CDXC
members' fund to encourage members'
DXpeditioning activities. We also received
our MOC contest call. (Our MOCDX call
was obtained some time earlier.)
The book "DXpeditioning Behind the
Scenes" written by CDXC members was
launched in April 2001 and has been a good
seller with all surpluses being used to fund
DXpeditions.
January 2001 saw the discussion about the
CDXC "Local Heroes Awards" — the final
rules are set out later in this Digest.
The record-breaking D68C DXpedition, of
which nearly all the team were CDXC
members, took place in February 2001.
CDXC flyers are being mailed with all the
direct QSL cards. We placed an advert for
CDXC in the May RadCom alongside the
D68C article. The response was
disappointing with only eight enquiries to
date. This is puzzling, as over 3,400 UK
stations worked D68C and we had expected
a larger response. Direct mail shots to active
DXers would seem to be the way forward.
Last month we introduced the 'Family
membership' category for youngsters, sons
and daughters of CDXC members.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for
their support for the past seven years. It has
been good to see how the club has grown
and its profile enhanced. I think we should
be able to sustain the membership level at
around 500 members though, with some
really active marketing, membership could
rise significantly above this number.

The vital statistics are as follows:

comprehensive, and after its initial trial in
WPX I think I'll be using it a lot. One thing
I noticed was I couldn't set up the contest
exchange macros to send 'cut figures' i.e.
N_9, T_0. Now I know there are pros and
cons of cut figures, and it's not everyone's
cup of tea, but it would be nice to be able to
have such a feature available if you so
desired when band conditions allowed. I
could almost feel the flames coming from
the Writelog reflector after I suggested
incorporating the cut figure option in a
future version of Writelog! Nevertheless, the
program definitely leads the contest
software field by a long margin.

MMI

Pts

Band

QS0' S

160

2

8

80

70

400

40

380

2072

20

700

1698

15

1000

2630

10

460

1180

Totals

2612

7988

Claimed Score

Prefixs

678

5,415,864

Operating time — 36 hours... Early days yet,
but possibly World 2nd in SOAR LP
category.

I won't bore you with a blow-by-blow
account, but some of the highlights were
getting called by VP8, KHS, AH2, XX9,
ZL6 (long path), several KL7's and meeting
a few old friends. Propagation-wise, 10m
had bursts of activity but never really got
going. There were no decent openings to
North or South America on ten. But 10m
was the most productive band for working
the UK on double-hop Sporadic-E. 15m was
buzzing and, knowing how good the doublet
goes on that band, I should have done a
single band entry. Fifteen was open for 48
hours, let alone the 36 hours required for the
contest. 20m was in pretty good shape too,
especially to JA, which yielded some super
Jap pileups. 40m was better than expected
with little in the way of non-amateur QRM
for a change, but like 10m it never really
opened to the Americas. I only made two
brief visits onto 80m but what I heard I
worked.

And so to Bed...
That's it for another CDXCDQCC I hope
you have enjoyed it...
If the inter-article blather seems a bit
shorter this time (good thing I hear you say)
it is entirely down to a bout of
'notpullingonesfingerout 'itis' on my part ...it
can be quite difficult to fit sorting this
column out around all the other calls upon
one's time (gawd knows how Don does
it!)...therefore I am most grateful to the
people who take time to send articles in/or
submit to my arm-twisting with good
grace...I must however organise it better to
'spread the load' over the two months
between issues rather than a last minute
dash for the line as is often the case ...I am
reminded at times like this of a quote from
Three men in a boat' by Jerome K Jerome.
"I like work it fascinates me. I can sit and
look at it for hours. I love to keep it by me:
The idea of getting rid of it nearly breaks
my heart"

My thanks also to all who have served on
the CDXC Committee since 1994. We have
had lively but constructive debates at all our
meetings. Being Chairman has been fun for
me and very rewarding.

73 to Paul GOWAT
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calendar. One reason I'm not a WPX fan is
that multipliers only count once, so for
starters there's no huge gain in QSYing a
juicy mult around the bands. I'm sure WPX
has its fans amongst CDXC members, and
in its defence it would be would be boring if
all contests had the same slant. To me it's a
fun contest with so many mults available.

obviously couldn't detect any noticeable
difference by raising the feed the extra 6
feet, but to quote a popular supermarket's
catchphrase 'every little helps'.
The doublet previously seemed to go like a
rocket on 15m, and this proved useful
because it still worked a treat, and 15m was
the place to be in WPX CW this year. I
think the antenna has improved slightly on
40m, but you could put that down to a
number of variables such as conditions.
Sometimes 40m is unworkable from this
QTH with s9 QRM from OTHR, (over the
horizon radar) which allegedly emanates
from Iran.

So onto my main points for working WPX
this year.
1. Try the new FT-1000MP MK-V on CW
in a contest environment.
2. See how the improved doublet antenna
performs.
3. Test the accuracy of propagation
prediction software.

Doing an all-band contest with a single
antenna is a little like having one hand tied
behind your back. Even a tri-bander would
be Heaven for me, but what you've never
had you never miss. 'Little pistol — and
proud of it' has been my long-time motto.

4. Find out if Writelog is as good as 'they'
say it is.
For several years I've used my much-loved
TS-870. I operate CW 90% of the time, and
for me the Kenwood is a dream on the key.
It's fantastically selective, and so quick to
alter the DSP bandwidth with its rotary
controls for the filter selection. It was
interesting to see how the new MK-V coped
in a major contest like WPX. On TX I never
had any doubts; it delivered a steady 100w
as required for the 'LP' category. The rig
actually produces 200w with ease if wanted,
but not for this contest. The RX side of the
MK-V was impressive considering I don't
have any extra filters fitted. But, I am
convinced that the TS-870 wins on RX — at
least as far as CW is concerned because of
the selectivity. Furthermore, there are no
additional filters required in the Kenwood.
For me the ideal contest transceiver would
have the PA of the FT-1000MP MK-V, and
the front-end of the TS-870. A mouth
watering prospect if ever there was one!

That brings me onto the propagation
predictions tools. I recently downloaded
W6EL's free program from the www and
I'm very impressed. It predicts band
openings for short or long-path. The only
parameters you need to set up beforehand
are your location and the current solar
indices. It's quick and easy to use, and gives
some nice charts, graphs and maps. I need to
know when to change bands and deciding an
off-time strategy. In WPX you can pick any
36 from 48 hours. W6EL was undeniably
accurate in all predictions.
What it never predicted was my migraine,
which lasted for several hours. This meant
those planned break times went out of the
window, but I suppose you can't plan for
every eventuality.
I received my registered copy of Writelog
about a month ago. I heard reports on how
good it was and wanted to see for myself
what all the hype was about and whether it
was justified. For someone who also enjoys
the occasional RTTY contest, having one
program, which does both, seemed like the
way ahead for me. Writelog is very

The antenna is a simple doublet, which is
200 feet long. The antenna was 27 feet
above ground, but the day before WPX I
increased the feed point a shade to the dizzy
height of 33 feet. It's fed with 300-ohm
ladder line into a roller inductor ATU. I
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Presidents Patter
Bob Whelan G3PJT

Well, the weather has improved and
conditions have dropped into the laid back
lazy days of summer. Still, there have been
some good late- night openings from time to
time. Just goes to show that, like the
weather, you are unlikely to ever be able to
understand propagation. Judging by the UK
Contest reflector a lot of us failed to get our
tranquilising, annual dose of NFD, and it
shows. Much mumbling on the state of the
universe.
Looking back over the last 12 months shows
that CDXC supported more DXpeditions
than ever before. UK DXers were very
active and most of them will be giving talks

at the HF Convention in October. So see
you there.
And thanks for all your support to CDXC
and, as President, can I say thanks to the
CDXC Committee.
Also I know that many of you will know
that Peter Shepherd, G4EJP, was seriously
injured in a road accident a few weeks ago.
Our thoughts are with him, especially as his
recovery is likely to be a long one.
And finally keep active and think positive;
life's more fun that way.

Secretary's Update
Shaun MOBJL

CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Worked

GOVOK

180

Niall Reilly

Cheshire

G4OPL

121

Tony Bayliss

Cornwall

Roy Cable

Hefts
Flintshire

Name

Location

G4WSL

130+

GW3K1N

186

Ian Winter

MOMUZ

112

Murry Hickman

Bucks

RS177448

114

Simon Treacher

London

CDXC 'LOCAL HEROES' AWARD RULES
Purpose
"lo recognise the contribution made to the amateur radio DXing fraternity by individuals resident

in rarer countries who:
•
•
•

Regularly appear on the bands and run pile-ups efficiently and uncomplainingly.
QSL reliably without special demands other than requiring coverage of postage costs.
Do not discriminate unfairly between countries they will work (except in contests or at
specific times when difficult paths are open)

Preferences

Preference should be given to stations which:

•
•

Nature of the Award

13.PENALTIES:

The top three nominees in each year will be sent a certificate and the winning nominee will be
awarded an appropriate prize (up to £200 in value) sponsored and supplied by CDXC (e.g. QSL
cards, antenna).

For unmarked duplicate QSOs, broken calls,
bad exchanges and QSOs which do not
appear in correspondents log, QSO points
and additional one (1) QSO point for each
such error will be removed. 10% or more
bad contacts or violation of contest rules
shall result in dropping participant from the
classification.

Conditions

•
•
•
•
•

The owner and main operator of the station must have been resident in the DXCC entity for
more than one year at the time the annual vote commences.
The owner of the station is not receiving regular sponsorship or payments to provide the
activity. This may exclude gifts of equipment and free QSL cards from an advertising source.
Attempts to use techniques to distort the vote will result in disqualification of the voter(s)
and/or the nominee for that year.
A station can be nominated again in subsequent years
The decision of the CDXC committee is final. The decision on winners will be made at the
June Committee meeting, and announced at the CDXC AGM in July.

Voting Procedure

•
•

•

Worked All Europe

We strongly recommend submission of logs
via e-mail!

Provide activity over a wide range of bands and modes.
Are QRV throughout the year and not in short bursts

CW Sat 11 0000 - Sun 12 2359
Worked All Europe DX Contest CW
SSB Sat 8 0000 - Sun 9 2400
Worked All Europe DX Contest SSB
There are CW, SSB and RTTY weekends.
Europe works the rest of the world.
This one has whatever you need: a DXing
weekend, a fun-time running Ws on
Sunday evening or perhaps a serious entry.
The thing about the QTCs is that once you
get into the swing it becomes addictive - but
if you prefer then just completely ignore it
(though that's not the way to win anything!).
If you've had enough '5NN' in CW WW and
WPX and want more brain-stimulation then
this is the one for you. Copying skills and
tactics reign supreme: be sure to receive
more QTCs than the number of QSOs (keep
asking 'QTC?'); each DXCC country
multiplier is worth two on HF but three on
40m and FOUR on 80m; of course
propagation-knowledge is paramount_ A
challenging event which doesn't suit
everyone but which sorts the men from the
boys!

14. DISQUALIFICATION:
Violation of contest rules, unsportsmanlike
conduct or very high percentage of
unverifiable QSOs will be deemed sufficient
cause for disqualification.
15:

The annual competition will run from 1 June in one year to 31 May in the next.
Licensed amateur radio station operators from any country can vote at any time through the
medium of the CDXC web site. Voters may cast only one vote for any single nominee in any
one year.
SWLs may vote if they have either a registered number with their national society or are
members of CDXC.

ALL DECISIONS OF THE CONTEST
COMMITTEE ARE FINAL.
16. DEADLINE:
All submitted logs must be postmarked no
later than August 31st of that year.
Indicate EU HF CHAMPIONSHIP and
class/category on the envelope.

CDXC Most Wanted Survey

E-mail
submission
euhfc@hamradio.si

Peter Chadwick, G3RZP

Not too many entries, but the results are probably a fair reflection of needs across the CDXC
membership.
All time wants

1. P5 - of course.
2. VU4 Andaman
3. ZL8 Kermadec
4. BS7, KHI, KH7K, KP1, 3Y/Bouvet
5. FR/J, FT5W, KP5, VP8South Shetlands, VU7, 3D2Conway
6. JD1 Minami Torishima, KH9, T5,119, 3Y/Peter 1st, 70
Included, where applicable, are those of the above wanted by somebody on some particular band
or mode.
Interesting that Bouvet is above Peter 1st and South Shetlands, considering how long it's been
since there was any operation from those two. Also, note that 2 of my own last three are in
position 4!
73, Peter G3RZP

address:

Please send paper logs and diskettes to:

For the rules on this one I recommend you
check out the website at: -www.darc.de

Slovenia Contest Club
Saveljska 50
1113 LJUBLJANA
SLOVENIA

And now a report from sunnier
climes...thanks Dee Great story and great
score...

More info at:

CQ WPX CW 2001

Slovenia Contest Club WEB Site:

by Dez Watson, ZC4DW, GODEZ.

http://lea.hamradio.si/-scc/

WPX CW this year was an ideal opportunity
for me to get to grips with some recent
additions to the station. Before I begin
though, let's just say I'm not the biggest fan
of CQ WPX. I think it's too much of a 'rate'
contest besides other things, and whilst there
is an element of strategy, it's not in the same
league as some of the other contests on the

Roger also would like to publicise the
following event ...
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out)
CW - high power
CW - low power (maximum 100W out)
SSB - high power
SSB - low power (maximum 100W out)
SWL

European Champions in classes I.- VI. will
be awarded with trophies.
The Contest Committee will, upon its own
judgement, award certain number of
certificates in each class/category.
10.NATIONAL CATEGORY:

Only one transmitted signal is allowed at
any time. CW contacts in SSB portion of the
bands and SSB contacts in CW portion are
not allowed. Only one operator is allowed to
perform all of the operating and logging
functions and only one call-sign is allowed
from a particular radio station. Use of DX
CLUSTER, spotting nets or any other forms
of alerting are not permitted.
4. EXCHANGE:

A separate list of national scores (the sum of
all scores from one DXCC country),
regardless of club affiliation, will be
published.
11.SWL:
Each correctly logged station (date, time,
band, mode, call-sign, multiplier) per band
and mode counts one (1) point, with no
limitations in band and mode changing.
The final SWL score will be calculated
according to the paragraph 7 of this rules.
12.LOG INSTRUCTIONS:

RST report (CW) or RS report (SSB), plus a
two digit number, meaning the last two
digits of the year of operator's first official
amateur license (i.e. 579 82 or 59 82 means
that operator received his/her first official
amateur license in the year 1982).
5. MULTIPLIERS:

All logs must be comprised from following
data:
time in UTC
band
mode of operation
call-sign
transmitted report
received report
multiplier (only first time worked on each
band, regardless of mode)
QSO points for each contact

Multipliers are different two-digit numbers,
meaning the last two digits of the year of
operator's first official amateur license. The
multiplier (XX) is counted only once per
band regardless of mode.
6. QSO POINTS:
Each completed contact counts one (1) point
regardless of mode. The same station may
be worked once per band and mode.
7. SCORE:

Logs must be sorted in chronological order,
regardless of band and mode of operation.
A summary sheet including all relevant data
needed to calculate final score, description
of radio station, used power output, name,
family name and address in block capitals
and signed statement of compliance must
accompany each log.

The final score is the sum of QSO points
from all bands multiplied by the sum of
multipliers from all bands.
8. BAND AND MODE CHANGES:
In CW and SSB categories maximum 10
changes per full hour (i.e. 11:00 - 11:59
UTC) are allowed and in CW/SSB
categories maximum 10 band and mode
changes per full hour are allowed (example:
5 band + 5 mode changes).
9. AWARDS:

Every competitor who used computer
logging or made 200 and more QS0s is
obliged to submit log in a computer file.
Logs must be in ASCII format. Files shall
be named: "callsign.LOG" and
"cal lsign. SUM".
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HF and IOTA Convention, 12 14 October 2001
-

(www.rsgb.org/hfc2001)

Bob, G3PJT, passes along the latest details of the programme for this year's Convention. Put the
date in your diaries if you have not already done so, and remember that the RSGB is already
taking bookings.
DX stream

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Historical Aspects of Morse Zyg Nilski
G3OKD
• PLT and EMC no more HF radio! Robin
P-G
• Doublets - avoiding the losses Alex
Allan G3ZBE
• Propagation Gwyn Williams G4FKH

3B6RF Derek G3KHZ
VP8SDX Gavin GMOGAV
VK9CXW/XF/XJ G3SXW
ZD7/8 GWOANA
D68C VI G3NUG et al
D68C V2 G3NUG et al
IOTA G3KMA et al

Technical stream

• LF. The 136 transatlantic QS0s Peter
Dodds G3LDO et al
• LF. Solar disturbance and 136 kHz
propagation Alan Melia G3NYK
• LF stand Peter Dodds G3LDO
• HF digital voice Andy Talbot G4JNT

Operating stream

• HF Datamodes - doing it the right way
Phil Cooper GUOSUP
• The DXer Intelligence Service John
G3LAS

The above is provisional at this stage, but gives a good indication. In addition, of course, there
will be the usual speciality groups and stands, including HF and Contest Committees, RSGB
Books, ML&S, Trophies, Special Event Station, CDXC/D68C, etc.

SILENT KEY

-

Ron Glaisher, G6LX

Ron passed away on 12"' May after a long fight against cancer. Ron was 81, and an active
amateur ever since becoming 2BFL in 1936. Most CDXC members will already have seen the
extensive obituary which appeared on p.70 of the July RadCom. We extend our condolences to
his widow Pm.

POSTBAG
From Peter, G3JFS: Hullo Don, I started to
anything worthwhile. Sadly you cannot
write to you a couple of months ago but
convince people that the G5RV is a useless
never finished due to illness - nothing too
multiband antenna as they prefer to believe
serious, but it left me with a lack of energy
the adverts - it must be good because the
for many weeks and at times I even had to
dealer says so. It is fine if used as G5RV
force myself to go on the air!
intended - as a good general purpose aerial
for 20 metres (where it gave a good match to
I wanted to comment on your remarks about
80 ohm balanced twin feeder) and a modest
'little pistols' in CDXC Digest. A bit late
performance on 80 metres where feeder
now, but my initial reaction on reading your
losses with high SWR were not so serious.
editorial was that it rather belittled the vast
When it was 'designed', just after WWII,
majority of DXers who, for one reason or
few people could afford to build a beam, we
another, are unable to install a 'superhad no WARC bands, 21MHz had not been
station'. However, I'm sure you never
allocated to the amateur service and 20
intended your remarks to convey such a
metres was the 'bread-and-butter' DX band.
message and it seems really silly for
And, Louis himself said that for his aerial to
someone to resign over what were (with
be effective on other bands the G5RV feeder
hindsight) an unfortunate choice of words.
system should be replaced with 600 ohm
An editor's life is not an easy one, but we've
tuned feeder. Then, of course, it was no
all 'been there' at some time. I was once
longer a G5RV but a simple doublet. Isn't it
accused of insulting some VHF licensees
sad that G5RV is remembered for a 'crap'
when I asked why they had bothered to get a
multiband antenna instead of for the
ticket just to become CB-type operators on
pioneering work that he did on the TVIchannelised FM and the local repeater. I
proofing of transmitters?
wonder what the drop-out rate (from sheer
boredom?) is for this type of operator. From
local experience, I know that only a very
small number of those who have passed the
RAE in the last 5 years are ever heard on the
air; and many of the ones that are, are those
who have made the effort to learn Morse.

I retired to my present location 6 years ago
after many years of working abroad. The
only time I ever managed a 'proper' antenna
was in VK6, where I had a TA33 tribander
at about 30ft. So, after a lifetime of
makeshift antennas, and often rigs as well, I
had hoped to retire to a nice DX location
with some decent antennas. Just a dream
unfortunately as practicalities dictated
somewhere more sensible - close to the city
and with easy access to transport, shops,
dentist, doctor, hospital etc.

One thing I will agree with you is that the
effectiveness of many stations, especially
those in poor locations, could be improved
by giving more attention to the antenna.
Over the years I have been asked many
times for advice on antennas for use in
restricted spaces by newcomers to the
hobby. My reply is to put up a dipole for a
single band and get to know what it will do
before rushing out to buy the latest
commercial wonder-worker. Or, put up the
longest bit of wire you can fit in, as high as
you can get it, and feed it with tuned openwire feeder. Invariably they ignore the
advice, end up with a half-size G5RV or a
trap vertical (don't need radials guy'!) and
then wonder why they struggle to work

My main antenna is a rather droopy N/S
orientated 40m dipole cum HF doublet
slung amongst trees that are on three sides
of my garden. This is fed with open wire
feeder connected to an ATU in the garage
with low loss coax to my upstairs shack. For
occasional use on 160 and 80 metres I strap
the feeders of the doublet and use it as a
Marconi fed against ground, some buried
radials and the garden fence. To complete
my aerial 'farm' I have a short end fed wire
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formal inaugaration by Bob K3EST of
LY2NK and N3RS into the CQ Contest Hall
of Fame. Master of Ceremonies, as always,
was John K I AR, no mean contester himself!

two have something special that particularly
attract me.
European HF Championship

After surfacing a little late on Sunday
morning, there was time for a discussion
with Roger VE3ZI (better known in the UK
as G3RBP and with whom I had shared a
room at Dayton), on topband bandplanning
and its abuse during contests, then it was
time to catch up with Fred and Gene for the
journey back to DC. Again, there was much
contesting chat in the car, especially as Fred,
a member of the CQ Contests Advisory
Committee, had attended a short CAC
meeting after the Contest Dinner, and was
able to enlighten Gene and me on the latest
thinking about log checking, penalties for
log errors, etc.

August 4th, 1000-22000MT,
lOmetres.

Those who attended WRTC-2000 found out
that Slovenians are masterful organisers. No
surprise then that this contest is superbly
formatted and managed. Twelve hours on a
Saturday (we can all manage that!), Europe
works Europe (massive antenna-farms not
needed), Low Power section (100 watts) for
the TVI-challenged, single or mixed mode.
We can aim for 1,000 QSOs in the 12 hours
which makes a pretty decent average QSO
rate and on top of all that there is the
unusual multiplier - the year in which you
were first licensed. It's fun to fill in the
missing band-slots as the day goes on. A
super results booklet is mailed to all entrants
and you get a detailed report of log-errors.
The S5's deserve support for mounting such
an enjoyable event, and the UK country
score needs boosting. Please do join in.

So, all in all, a pretty typical Dayton, I
would say. If you want to meet the movers
and shakers (and not just the US ones —
overseas attendees included many wellknown contesters, especially from Europe
and Latin America), to see the latest gear,
and to hear and engage in discussions about
the latest hot topics, then Dayton is the place
to be
Thanks Don...and
instalment of..

160-

European HF Championship Rules
August 4th, 1000-2200GMT 2001

now the next thrilling

1. OBJECTIVE:
For European amateurs to contact other
European amateurs and compete for the
"EUROPEAN HF CHAMPION" title. Only
EU to EU contacts count, considering
CQWW country list.

Why don't You Try...

Fun in August!
by Roger Western, G3SXW

Calling: CQ EU on CW and CQ EUROPE
on SSB.

e-mail: g3sxw@compuserve.com

2. BANDS:

Mid-summer and we are all on the beach, in
the garden or fixing the roof. But somehow
bad weather is guaranteed to hit every
summer weekend. So a quick contest-blast
is well in order! During August we have two
events that stand out as a lot of fun. Some
like 48-hour events or multi-op events or
single-band events - there is a wide choice
of contests to suit our own tastes. But these

1.8 through 28 MHz, except WARC bands.
Operating in DX segments is not allowed!
3. TYPE OF COMPETITION:
Single operator all band categories only in
seven classes:
CW/SSB - high power
CW/SSB - low power (maximum 100W
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flying out of Dayton on a previous occasion,
and the guy next to me was telling me what
a wonderful event it had been. He was a
"boat anchor" enthusiast, and had spent his
time in the flea market looking at all those
old, heavy valve radios of yesteryear. He
hadn't been to any of the dinners or
hospitality suites that had formed the bulk of
my own Hamvention. We might as well
have been to two completely separate
events, as far as our respective experiences
were concerned! So it really does make
sense to report on Dayton from one specific
perspective.

what is new in the way of hardware and,
increasingly, software. I made a few
purchases, including the latest release of CT,
Writelog (recommended both by G3PJT and
GOWWW/5B4WN) and some utilities for
contest log checking and format conversion.
I also picked up an antenna switch-box on
behalf of Chris G3SJJ, in readiness for this
year's IOTA contest. Mind you, the trade
stands, which are indoors, were a bit
crowded on the Friday, as the heavens
opened and everybody abandoned the flea
market to seek shelter. I didn't really see
anything on the hardware side to get my
pulse racing this year, although Bob W9KNI
did show me his company's new board for
the Ham IV rotator (which I use) which
allows it to be linked directly with your
contesting program, to turn automatically to
the required beam heading.

My prime reason for going to Dayton or
Visalia is always the social side. For the
competitive HFer, whether DXer or
contester, the hospitality suites at the
Crowne Plaza (or Stouffers as it used to be
known) are the heart of the Hamvention, run
by the major contest and DX clubs, and
frequented well into the early hours. You
can try the CW pile-up tapes, drink a few (?)
beers, and exchange tall stories about your
contest experiences.

Friday evening saw me at the Topband
Dinner, with W8JI as the main after-dinner
speaker, talking about his arrangements for
diversity receiving antennas in topband
contests. Oh, for the amount of real estate he
has at his disposal! But Saturday is the big
day for the contesting fraternity. In the
afternoon is the Contest Forum, moderated
by my good friend Doug K1DG. This year
the agenda included a video of WRTC 2000
(by Dave W6AQ, who is a TV producer by
profession, shortly to be made available in
both NTSC and PAL formats), a talk on
single-op 2-radio strategies by Rus K2UA
(his presentation can be downloaded from
the Web), a compendium of ideas on station
wiring and design by Pete N4ZR, reflections
by Jeff N5TJ on his amazing world-record
CQWW experiences from the EA8BH
station, and a presentation by Ali A61AJ on
multi-multi contesting from his desert
location. Truly, a feast of material from
some of the recognised leaders in our hobby.
Finally, a light-hearted look at some current
hot topics in contesting.

For me, though, Dayton started a couple of
days earlier, as I flew into Washington DC,
using some of my Virgin frequent flyer
miles, and was met at the airport by Fred
K3ZO who, I trust, needs no introduction to
readers of this column. Fred then took me to
Gene's (W3ZZ) where we were to spend the
night before making an early start the
following morning for the 9-hour drive to
Dayton. Tine S50A, another great contester
and one of the masterminds behind last
year's WRTC event in Slovenia, was in
town for a training course, and joined us for
dinner that evening, so we didn't even have
to wait for Dayton for the contest tales to
begin. Incidentally, Gene is also a great
contester. He used to put in some very high
scores in the big HF events, but is now
much more associated with multi-op
contesting on VHF, and writes the VHF
column in CQ Contest magazine.

Then in the evening, the Contest Dinner.
Tine S50A, was guest of honour, with a
short talk about WRTC, followed by the

At Dayton itself, there is so much to take in.
The trade stands are an opportunity to see
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connected to a SmarTuner and various
home-made verticals that can be put up if
required.

addition to these contacts I also worked
D68C on 12 band/modes with my /M rig
running 75 watts and a 6ft roof mounted
vertical. Then to add to the fun I rigged up a
portable station and worked them on 7
band/modes with 4.5 watts output to an end
fed wire inverted-L about 25ft high with a
25 ft top.

While it is hard to work DX on the low
bands, in 6years I have managed 60
countries on 160 and 96 on 80. Overall since
retirement I have 264 countries worked in
mixed modes. I prefer CW and RTTY but
work all the digimodes and some SSB. The
only area I find difficult to work is the north
Pacific, largely because my garden is on a
slope and the ground rises very steeply
towards the north. I'm no big gun, but with
reasonable conditions and a good operator at
the other end I can work most stations that I
hear. Experience helps too, but the vital link
is a good operator at the DX end who is
using proper procedures and keeping people
informed of what is going on. This has been
proved by the outstanding results achieved
by the D68C team. In contrast I found the
latest 3B6 operation chaotic at times - no
consideration for other band users, using
unnecessarily wide splits (a couple of times
I found 10MHz unusable for a normal
QSO), long periods without identification,
no indication of where they were listening.
One day I listened to them for 15 mins
without hearing a mention of the callsign or
that they were listening up. For what was
supposed to be a major DXpedition they
don't appear to have put much effort into
briefing and training their operators.

73 Peter G3JFS, ex- GM3JFS, VK6AI,
5Z4PQ and DA1PE.

From Alan, G3PMR: Dear Don, Having
read the correspondence in the May Digest
re the Annual Dinner, I would like to make
the following points:
1. Advance notice. Give as much advance
notice as possible of the date. If the first
notification of the date is in the January
Digest for a March meeting, people with
busy diaries may already be booked up.
A few years ago the date of the meeting
was published in the November
Newsletter - this should be enough
notice for most people.
2. Objectives. What are the objectives of
the event? Is it intended to be a pleasant
social evening for members and their
(usually) non-radio partners? Or is it
intended to be a radio-focussed evening?
It certainly used to be the former, and
speakers were instructed to make their
talk of interest to the non-radio partners
of members as well as to members.
Recently (but with some exceptions),
talks have tended to be longer with little
interest to the non-radio guests, resulting
in their boredom, with the effect that
they are not keen to attend future events.

I really enjoyed the D68C DXpedition and it
was a pleasure to listen to such a well
organised team operation. I worked them on
21 band/modes from my home station but
was very disappointed not to have worked
on 20 PSK and 80 SSB. The only time I
heard them on 20 PSK they only stayed on
for about 30 mins. My computer decided to
crash during that time and they QSYed just
as I got it sorted. On 80 I would have made
it on SSB but for all the 'other' G3J??
stations in continental Europe who insisted
on calling when the D68 operator tried to
get my call. Eventually he had to give up, as
my signal was just too weak to compete. In

3. Venue. A change of venue from time to
time might help, although I know that
we did try a Northern Dinner in
Harrogate which had better attendance
from the south than from local members.
Perhaps a venue in the Huntingdon area
could be considered? Huntingdon lies at
the intersection of the Al and A14,
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offering excellent road links with the
Midlands, the North, the South and the
South East via the M11.

the excitement of Feb-Mar-Apr things went
pretty quiet, but it's good to see
HK5QGX/OM Malpelo QRV on CW. It's
my first chance to work this country on the
key since I got my licence in 1982. During
previous activity I was QRT. It's only day
two but it's true to say that the JAs so far
have had a real field day, owing to the
propagation and times of operation. The
operator has been working by numbers at a
steady 25 WPM and making easy work of
the pile up. We'll have to see if the callers
are as disciplined when the propagation
swings to EU!

4. Duration. I think that the idea of a daylong event as proposed by G3JNB et al
is also worthy of serious consideration.
I lowever the venue would have to be
carefully chosen if partners were to
accompany members.
Finally, on another topic all together, I
would like to congratulate the D68C team
on a truly exceptional DXpedition. In spite
of their great effort, I still need D68 on
18MHz CW!! I was away on holiday in the
middle of the DXpedition, and on my return
there seemed to be little activity on that
band/mode. Having been offered a chance to
participate in the team, I was extremely
disappointed not to have been able to attend
for medical reasons. That was a tough
decision for me, but I think the correct one.
Anyway, well done to all concerned - you
have set records that will take a long time to
beat, in a most professional manner.

73 Phil G4OBK

serial number. Well, just get it over with and
move on. You will waste a lot of time
explaining the contest, and telling them just
what you do want as an exchange.

SEPTEMBER
Sat 10000 Sat 1 - 2359
CCCC PSK31 Contest PSK

Well, that is about it for now. I hope this
hasn't put you off the idea of entering a
RTTY contest! They are great fun, less
tiring than CW or SSB contests, and can be
quite good for increasing the country count
for DXCC.

Sat 10000 - Sun 2 2400
All Asian DX Contest SSB

Sat 1 1500 - Sun 2 1500
IARU Region 1 Field Day

I hope to see you on the bands soon,

Sat 8 0000 - Sun 9 2400

73 de Phil GUOSUP

Worked All Europe DX Contest SSB

Sat 15 1200 - Sun 16 1200

Somethingfor your diary now...

The 43`d Scandinavian Activity Contest CW

From Steve, G4JVG: Hi Don, I received the
following from Colin Topping, GM6HGW,
who originally wrote it for RNARS. It
occurs to me that CDXC members are more
likely than most to be able to help with this
appeal:
"I received a telephone call from Andy,
ZD9BV, and Lorraine, ZD9CO, Repetto
explaining that Tristan da Cunha was hit by
a powerful hurricane last week. It would
appear from initial reports that Andy has
lost all his aerials, tower and transceivers in
the storm.

73 Alan Jubb G3PMR

From Phil, G4OBK: Hi Don, Some news
arising from the Yorkshire Cluster Support
Group (YCSG) AGM, held on 13 th June at
the North Wakefield Radio Club. Firstly,
thanks to Derek Cox G3KHZ who gave us
an interesting impromptu PowerPoint
presentation on his experiences in Agalega,
3 B6RF .

Fortunately there has been no loss of life,
but many homes have been destroyed and
the hospital has lost its operating theatre and
X-ray suite. Due to the damage to the
electric powerhouse, HF radiotelephone
station and satellite telephone dish, the
island has had no communications with the
outside world for the best part of seven
days. There has also been a loss of livestock
with many cattle, milking stock and sheep
having been picked up in the wind and
blown out to sea. We have since learnt that a
vessel is due to leave Cape Town in the next
day or two with vital supplies. I just hope
that there's a weather window to allow them
to off- load, as it all has to be done with
small boats running between the ship and
the island. As we approach our summer, the

At the meeting G4OBK was elected
Chairman, G4RCG Secretary and G3LZQ
Treasurer of the Group. Sysops are G6TVA
(GB7YDX), G6YIN (GB7DXL) and
G8TIC-G6YIN joint (GB7YRK). DXL and
YRK are running Spider software and YDX
will be changing from AK1A to Spider
soon. The YCSG DX Convention for next
year will be held at the same venue as this
year, Cave Castle Country Club, South
Cave, on 11th May 2002.
As far as my own activity is concerned, after
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JULY
Sat 28 0000 - Sun 29 2400

Sat 22 1200

-

Sun 23

1200

The 43rd Scandinavian Activity Contest
SSB

Russian RTTY WW Contest RTTY

Sat 28 0000 Sun 29 2400

Sat 29 0000

Venezuelan Independence Day Contest CW

CQ/RJ World-Wide RTTY DX Contest
RTTTY

Sat 28-1200 Sun 29 1200
IOTA Contest (RSGB Islands On The Air
Contest) CW/SSB

-

Sun 30 2400

Still no feedback on fiffmat for the contest

calendar...does anyone find it of use? Or in
this WWW World is everyone getting their
info from other sources such as the
SM3CER Contest page (where the bulk of
this comes from)... Your comments would be
appreciated (honest!)... now we have an
article from a noted source...

AUGUST
Sat 4 1000 - Sat 4 2200
European HF Championship CW/SSB

Sat 11 0000 - Sun 12 2359
Worked All Europe DX Contest CW

Dayton — A Contester's Perspective

Sat 18 1200 - Sun 19

by Don Field G3XTT

1200

SEANET Contest All

I'm supposed to editor of the Digest, not a
contributor! But Paul twisted my arm, when
he discovered I was off to Dayton, and
asked me to offer some reflections on the
Hamvention from the perspective of a
contester.

Sat 25 1200 - Sun 26 -1200
SCC RTTY Championship RTTY

Sat 25 1200 - Sun 26 1200
TOEC WW GRID Contest CW

Anyone who has been to Dayton, and this
was my fourth visit, will realise that Paul's
request is a fair one. Dayton has so many
facets, that no-one can take it all in. I recall
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Just for fun, I put WF1B on the main
monitor, and placed MMTTY (and the
PacketCluster) on the secondary monitor.
This meant I was able to see the tuning
scope of MMTTY quite clearly. WF1B was
copying everything very neatly, and I used
this set-up in the ANARTS RTTY contest.

whole contest. This is another reason for
you to submit even a small log as a check
log. Most times it is simply down to one of
your friends calling you, and nobody else.
So, if you do call one of your friends, then
please do call a few others as well!
The "Not In Log" bit is mainly where you
thought you had completed the exchange,
but left the other guy asking for repeats of
the serial number!

To see more about how I set it all up, check
out
www.euenisev.net/--pcooper/emulate.html
As I mentioned in the last piece, you do
need to read the rules for a contest (any
contest), and make sure you know what
multipliers to search for. Many contests give
you higher points for contacts on the lower
bands so try and make the most of this.

There are two points to remember here:
Don't simply send your report, and then
move on to the next QSO. Wait for
confirmation, such as RRR 73 ES GL QRZ?
DE
And secondly, think about what you send as
a response. It is useless to send RRR TNX,
BUT PLS UR RPRT AGN?? If I see RRR
TNX, I usually take that as an affirmative,
and move on to the next one.

So, what other contest hints can I pass on to
you?
The main one has to be to watch the
conditions. If you are being asked for
repeats of the exchange, then modify the
buffers accordingly.

These UBN files are not designed to
humiliate you at all, but serve to make you
think about what mistakes you may have
made, and learn from them. It is no good
complaining about them, they are the rules,
and they apply to all entrants. Usually, they
do not make any difference to the end result
of the contest either.

I usually set my buffer to send the exchange
twice, but if conditions are not so good, then
I increase this to three times.
The same goes for your call. If you send it
twice, then it may not be correctly logged.
Of course, if conditions are very good, then
you may well get away with sending the
exchange just the once, but remember that it
isn't a human doing the decoding here, it is
a machine! And that machine can make a
mistake. It may be that the "letters" shift, or
the "numbers" shift wasn't seen, and your
callsign, or your report, has just been misread. This can often be the cause of those
busted calls in a contest.

It is also important to familiarise yourself
with the software you use! All too often one
sees examples of someone who isn't sure
how to operate the software, and it can be
quite infuriating to wait ages for the correct
response.
One thing that can be very annoying is in
the middle of contest to work someone who
is not in the contest, and doesn't want to be.

The UBN's (Unique, Busted and Not in
Log) files have just been released for the
CQ/RJ WPX RTTY Contest, and even mine
had a few busted calls. For example, I
logged OH6N instead of OH7N, and also
LX I NO instead of LX I TO.

I have worked G's on 40m in a contest.
Send them a serial number, and I then get a
life history as an exchange! I am puzzled as
to how someone can start up on a band, and
not be aware of a contest, but it does
happen.

The "Uniques" are those calls that simply do
not appear in anyone else's log for the

Sometimes you will find a DX station that is
not in the contest, and won't give you a
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islanders are battling against the worst
winter on record in the Southern Atlantic.

the amateur radio community to see if I can
find any surplus amateur radio gear for
Andy as he has lost all of his in the storm. In
the past and before the advent of the satellite
telephone link on the island, Andy has used
his amateur radio station to communicate
with the outside world when there has been
a failure at the commercial HF
radiotelephone station.

Naturally Andy and Lorraine are very
concerned, but can't get home until late
August or early September on the next
scheduled passenger sailing from Cape
Town. Communication was restored two
days ago after a jury rig to the satellite
telephone dish and electrical supply. But at
the moment most of the communication has
been short messages to relatives in the UK.
The devastation has been greater than that of
the volcanic eruption in1961 which forced
the evacuation of the island.

If there are any RNARS (or, in this case,
CDXC — ed) members who can help Andy
with a donation of surplus equipment, can I
ask that in the first instance they contact me
at the following e-mail address:
gm6hgw@hotmail.com "

Right now I am putting our feelers amongst

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. — ed.)
Russian Robinson Club event

10.N4WW 2019
23. JA3EMU 1874
11. KSMFO 2006
24. SM5AKT 1871
12. PAOTAU 2003 25. OZILO 1864
13. W9ZR 1986

The Russian Robinson Club has announced
its 7th annual Russian IOTA/DX
Conference for September 17-30 near
Lipetsk. Visit http://rrc.sc.ru/eng/eng.htm
for more info.

For a complete rules and listing check out
the entire list at
http://www.arrl .org/awards/dxcc/listings/cha
llenge.html

Desoto Cup

By now DXers know Bob, W4DR, received
the first Desoto Cup as a result of being # 1
on the DXCC Challenge on September 30,
2000. The ARRL has released the results of
all who qualified for the DXCC Challenge.

The ARRL's entire DXCC Most Needed
Countries List can now be found on the
WWW at
http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/countries.h
tml

The top 25 participants were as follows:

12m DXCC

Rank Call Countries Rank Call Countries
1. W4DR 2383
2. W I JR 2299
3. K4PI 2215
4. N4MM 2129
5. SM6CVX 2081
6. W1WAI 2076
7. G4BWP 2068
8. N6AR 2057
9. N4CH 2029

DXCC is pleased to announce the addition
of the 12-Meter Single Band DXCC award.
Applications for this award will be accepted
beginning July 2, 2001. 12 Meter DXCC
certificates will be dated but not numbered.
12 meter credits will not count toward the
DeSoto Cup competition until October I,
2001, but they will be included in the
DXCC Challenge totals. If you do not know
what credits you have on 12 meters, you

14. DL1SDN 1975
15. N9US 1969
16. N4JJ 1964
17. SP5EWY 1961
18. W4TO 1926
19. W7UT 1925
20. K2TQC 1912
21. N4SU 1902
22. N3KK 1901
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may contact DXCC for a copy of your
record. Note: the 12-meter band was added
to the printout on January 1, 2001. If you
received a copy since then, you already have
a copy of your 12-meter credits. This will
help avoid duplicates and additional costs. If
you have web access and can handle
ADOBE (.pdf) files, contact DXCC at
dxcc@arrl.org for a copy of your record. If
you do not have web access, please send a
note to DXCC along with $2.00 for postage
and handling. For further information,
please contact DXCC at dxcc@arrl.org.

between 27,000 and 28,000 turned out for
this year's show--nearly the same number as
last year. Graver said he was happy to see a
good crowd despite higher gasoline prices
and Friday's rain.
Unlike
past
Hamventions,
major
manufacturers had comparatively little new
to offer this year. Among the most
noticeable items were: The new Kenwood
TH-F6A compact triband hand-held FM
VHF transceiver with wideband receive
including HF; Ten-Tee's long-awaited 6 and
2-meter all-mode transceiver, The Model
526 "6N2"--the Tennessee company's first
factory-built VHF radio; Yaesu's MD-200
desk mike "for elite-class Amateur Radio
operators;" and Alpha Power's Alpha 6/2
maximum legal power VHF amplifier--the
first amp produced under the company's new
management and ownership.

DXCC Field Checking — UK Update

The following is a short update to the
DXCC Field checking process in the UK.
We welcome Ian Capon, GOKRL to the UK
team. Ian will be checking DXCC
applications from English callsigns with an
M or 2E prefix. Jim Kellaway, G3RTE will
continue to check applications from English
calls prefixed with a G.

ARRL Advertising Manager John Bee,
NIGNV, said he got "almost universally
positive comments" from Dayton
Hamvention 2001 exhibitors. "'They came
to buy,' was a common refrain," he said. Bee
called the number of new vendors at this
year's show "an encouraging sign" for
Amateur Radio.

Due to changes in the relative values of the
UK pound and the US dollar, it has been
necessary to increase the award checking
fees in the UK. Each $10 charge is now
translated to £7.50. Where applicants wish
to pay by credit card rather than sterling to
the checkpoint there is a surcharge of two
First Class postage stamps to cover the cost
of forwarding their application.

During the ARRL Forum Saturday,
Executive Vice President David Sumner,
KIZZ, said, "It's been great year for
Amateur Radio and the ARRL. Things are
moving in the right direction on a number of
fronts." ARRL President Jim Haynie,
W5JBP, echoed Sumner's sentiments.
Pointing to his career in sales, Haynie said
Amateur Radio is "the best product that I
have in my repertoire of things to sell."
Haynie called upon those on hand to think
about "the product" that is Amateur Radio
and how they can share the fun with others.

Full information on the UK DXCC Field
checking process can be found at
www.g3wk I. freeserve.co.uk/awards/DXCC
checking.htm , or by following the links
from the RSGB HF Committee web pages.
Dayton Hamvention Hosts Buoyant
Crowd
Rain on the opening day of the 50th Dayton
Hamvention did not deter the crowd from
having a good time. Show-priced bargains
offered by some dealers enhanced the
enjoyment, and the weather improved
immensely on Saturday and Sunday.

"I'm asking you to talk to your neighbour,
I'm asking you to talk to your brother, your
sister, your city council, your mayor, your
congressman, and tell 'em about your
product, which is Amateur Radio," Haynie
exhorted.

General Chairman Jim Graver, KB8PSO,
said Hamvention officials believe that
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QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT
Well hello and welcome to this months QRZ
Contest column...

And now a follow up to last issues article on
RTTY contesting by Phil GUOSUP

First of all to get you in the mood I think
we'll kick off with some...

RTTY CONTESTING PART 11

Contest Contentions

Well, here is another short piece as a followup to my text in the last issue.

UK Contesting
By Roger Western, G3SXW

I mentioned the fact that MMTTY could be
made to emulate a KAM, and then this
could be fed to WFIB for RTTY contesting.

e-mail: g3sxw@compuserve.com

In fact, circumstances have led me to do just
that! I have recently upgraded the shack PC
to a P200MMX with 64MB Ram, 3GB
HDD and 36X CD-ROM. A friend showed
me how he ran two monitors under WIN98,
and I was keen to try it. The new PC had a
spare PCI slot, and a spare 4MB video card
did the trick. A very natty set-up if you have
the bench space available!

We have the general impression that support
for UK contesting is declining. Is that the
case? Some RSGB contests are teetering on
the edge of distinction with too few
participants and too few log entries. Yet
IOTA is growing fast and AFS volumes
never seem to decline. So, could it be that
overall the amount of UK contesting is not
declining? It only seems that way because
several of the core RSGB events have lost
support. If that is the case then maybe it is
the format of RSGB contests that is in need
of an overhaul? Firstly, let's tweak some
obvious improvements to current contests.

Now, having installed the new PC, I found
that my old BARTG ST5MC Terminal Unit
was suffering from stray RF, something that
it didn't do before. I tried moving things
around, and it did improve somewhat, but
not sufficiently for me. Before giving up in
despair, and reverting to the old set-up, I
tried MMTTY, and found that it would
handle full power on all bands form 40m to
I Om.

All events should be one hour shorter. After
all, operators are far snappier these days we can now work 60 an hour without
breaking sweat because everyone is so much
more brief and on the ball. There are a
couple of obvious improvements (nobrainers) like putting ROPOCO one-two
hours later, like tying NFD into a Europewide event. More fundamentally, maybe we
need a wider review - a rethink of what we
are trying to achieve. Let's learn from recent
trends. Some contests have a format that
attracts participation (e.g. IOTA, Sprints,
EU HF Championship). Maybe the good ole
traditional contest formats have to give way
to change.

I made up a null-modem cable, and made
new directories for MMTTY and for WF 1 B,
and then copied the programs into these.
This meant that if I messed up all the
settings, I still had working copies available.
I set MMTTY to emulate a KAM, with the
output on COM3, unchecked AFC so that I
wouldn't drift all over the bands, and fixed
the shift at 170Hz. WFIB was set to work
with the KAM on COM2. I then joined
COM2 to COM3 via the null-modem cable,
and fired everything up. Lo and behold, it all
worked!

73 de Roger/G3SXW.
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SWL NEWS
Bob

Treacher, BRS 32525

Summer must have arrived as temperatures
are now in the 80's and I have no HF news
from either David Whitaker BRS25429 or
Simon RS177448.

Looking forward, the Autumn DX season
will soon be with us. I wonder what that will
hold this year? The CQWW SWL Challenge
takes place at the end of October. The rules
are being sent out with all direct D68C cards
so the hope is for an increased entry in 2001.
I hope that all CDXC SWLs will consider
putting in an entry this year. My multi-multi
contest team — with two CDXC members,
Mick BRS31976 and Simon RS177448 will
be active again trying to win that section for
the 4th year. The contest rules will be in my
Radio Communication column soon.

David had been enjoying May and early
June on 50MHz. He had heard 50 DXCC
entities by mid-June in about 200 QTH
locator squares. Best DX had been ZS6WB,
but UR5TW was his best European logging.
Signals had not been so intense up to the
time of his e-mail. I would support this view
as whenever I have listened, there have been
few signals on the band.

Chris GOWFH is mounting another
DXpedition to Jersey using the call of the
ISWL, GH4BJC/P, in the second half of
October. The full details of
dates/times/freqs/equipment/photos can be
found on the site
www.hamplanet.com/gh4bjc and all QSLs
will be handled by Dave GODBX.

Simon had been spending his first summer
on 50MHz and had heard 40 DXCC entities.
His best DX was PY5CC on 10th June.
Other DX included EH91B, CN8LI,
EA8/EH5CPU, 4Z5A0, VE1YX,
WA2RQC, K3MLD, K3KYR and K ILPS.
In Europe, Simon had heard stations in 112
QTH locator squares. His best EU DX had
been Z36W, T97V, 9A4QV/MM, UT5OH,
UY I HY, YL2JN, LY2BAW and T72EB/A.

How many CDXC SWLs use eQSLs? There
are over 100 SWLs using the service now.
There is an eQSL poll now at
www.425dxn.org to gauge the success of the
initiative. I do not use the facility myself,
preferring to receive cards direct and via the
bureau but I know that some SWLs are
really taken with the eQSL service and boast
QSL returns in 3 minutes!

Away from DXing, Simon (along with his
sister Clare RS102891) had recently begun
editing the Cray Valley RS monthly
Newsletter, "QUA".
A reminder that the International
Lighthouse/ship Weekend takes place on
18/19 August 2001. Almost 150 stations
operating at lighthouses, lightships or
maritime beacons from 30 countries have
confirmed their participation. The full list
can be found at
www.vk2ce.corri/ILLW/2001.htm

I know that many SWLs like experimenting
with antennas. Why not pay a visit to
http://www.eznec.com/index.shtml and see
the EZNEC Antenna Software by W7EL.

Haynie presented a plaque to Graver in
recognition of the 50th Hamvention.
Speaking on behalf of the Dayton Amateur
Radio Association and the Hamvention
Committee, Graver thanked the League for
its efforts on behalf of Amateur Radio.

tapes, he said. But, he continued, their
content presents a poor image of the
Amateur Service to anyone listening in--and
that could include the media, decisionmakers and the general public.
Graver said there are no current plans for
Hamvention to move from the venerable
Hara Arena. Dayton Hamvention's contract
to use Hara runs through 2003.

Saturday morning's AMSAT forum included
a telephone visit with "space tourist" Dennis
Tito, KG6FZX. Tito told the gathering that
Amateur Radio provided a great boost to his
recent visit to the International Space
Station. "The opportunity to do a phone
patch five days in a row was a very
important part of my flight, and I looked
forward to it every day," he said. A planned
ham radio contact with the ISS crew from
the Hamvention did not work out, however.
In addition to handling the Tito interview,
Roy Neal, K6DUE, of the Amateur Radio
on the International Space Station program,
also chatted with astronaut Janice Voss,
KC5BTK.

Kachina Exits the Amateur Radio, HF
Market

Kachina - which made a big splash at the
1997 Dayton Hamvention when it
introduced its then-revolutionary 505DSP
PC-controlled Amateur Radio transceiver has quit the ham radio market. The Arizona
manufacturer discontinued production and
marketing of the 505DSP, its only ham
product, and all other HF radio products and
accessories, effective May 24.
Kachina Vice President Cameron Eamshaw
blamed "the slowdown in Amateur Radio in
general, and HF radio in particular" for the
company's decision to exit the I IF market.
"Any radio selling for over $1000 is a pretty
hard sell these days," he said. The Kachina
505DSP, the first amateur transceiver
designed solely for control via a personal
computer, has retailed in the vicinity of
$2000.

The FCC's Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH,
not only was one of the Saturday banquet
speakers but the highlight of the Sunday
morning FCC forum. Playing to a packed
house, Hollingsworth and FCC colleague
Bill Cross, W3TN, of the Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau, reviewed
regulatory and enforcement issues
confronting ham radio.

"Unfortunately, the 505DSP was too
expensive to produce," he told ARRL. "For
that we have only ourselves to blame.
Performance costs money, but you really
limit your sales when you cross that $1000$1200 mark."

Hollingsworth told the crowd that amateur
enforcement complaints are way down.
With tongue only somewhat in cheek,
Hollingsworth said "California" topped his
list of enforcement issues that keep him
awake at night. "If it weren't for California,
amateur enforcement would be a one-day-aweek job," he said, "and we wouldn't need
most of the rules."

Earnshaw said he does not know how the
Japanese manufacturers continue to produce
and market top-end Amateur Radio gear. He
suggested they must be doing so "out of a
labour of love, supporting the losses from
other more-profitable ventures."

Hollingsworth also cited "stupidity" and
unlicensed 10-meter operation as other
factors that continue to provide grist for
enforcement. He played taped excerpts of
contentious on-air amateur discussions to
demonstrate his point. "There was nothing
illegal--nothing against our rules" on the
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Eamshaw said Kachina will continue to
provide service and spare parts for all
Kachina I-IF radio products for the
foreseeable future and will honour all
15

factory warranties through their duration.
Amateur Radio products remaining in
Kachina's inventory were being discounted
through Kachina's Web site, http://kachinaaz.com .

Website(s) of the Month

(February 2001)

number.

http://www.qsl.net/k7hg/software.html has

Note: Checkpoints are not authorised to
credit QSL cards for an operation where
validation is required.

Please note that ALL correspondence about
the contest rules, conduct, adjudication and
results must be directed to the RSGB HF
Contests Committee Chairman, Justin
Snow, G4TSH at
hfcc.chairman@rsgb.org.uk and NOT to the
IOTA Committee or the IOTA Manager.
Notices of planned island activity should be
addressed to Steve Lawman, GOUIH at
gOuihsteve@compuserve.com if you want
advance publicity.

some good software to download (free)
including the W6EL propagation program.
www.aneelfire.com/md/k3kv/index.html is

Kachina Chief Engineer Doug Smith,
KF6DX, said he's sad to see the product line
come to an end. "Some might say that this is
another blow to Amateur Radio, but I would
say it is just an indicator of the need to adapt
to changing conditions," he said. "The
Amateur Radio Service should see several
exciting developments in the coming years,
including digital voice, high-speed digital
modes, remote control and further
improvements in so-called software-defined
radios, to name a few." Smith says he'll be
moving on "to greener pastures," but will
continue to edit QEX/Communications
Quarterly for the ARRL.

one of the better portals into the amateur
radio domain.
www.g3txf.com probably needs no

recommendation!
http://www.kdxc.net/e ham_p5.html for the

latest on North Korea and amateur radio.
for
details of how to send direct QSLs to Russia
and CIS.
http://www.gsl.netlrzlak/mail.html

G5RP Trophy Nominations Wanted
-

Topband Frequency Allocations

Hi all; This message is to notify everyone
that I now have a new Web page. It contains
Worldwide Topband Frequency Allocations
(current), the Kenwood 870s Menu Settings
spreadsheet and the Kenwood TS870s
Service Menu settings and information.
It also has a listing of some of my favourite
sites etc and a set of saveable/printable
digital photos of my Uni-Hat CTSVR
Antenna

I hope the information contains is to some
benefit and use to all. Thanks to many who
helped me get it up and running.

Seasoned HF DXers are able to reward and
encourage newcomers by nominating an upand-coming DXer for this award. Your
nominations for the 2001/2002 award are
needed now.

A reminder that the IOTA Contest takes
place from 1200 Saturday 28 July to 1200
Sunday 29 July. As this contest now attracts
more than 1000 participants, it is quite
possible to work during the 24 hours the 100
different IOTAs required to qualify for the
basic award. Full details are at
http://www.g4tsh.demon.co.uk/HFCC/index
.htm .

The winner of the 2000/2001 G5RP Trophy
was Mark Haynes, MODXR, who went on to
become a team member of the highlysuccessful D68C Comoros DXpedition in
February this year.

http://www.machl ink.com/—kOckdennis

de KOCKD, Dennis
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RSGB IOTA Millennium Programme

232 applications for the RSGB IOTA
Millennium Programme certificates (IOTA
2000) have now been processed by CDXC
and the certificates will be despatched
before the end of June and possibly sooner.

RSGB HF & IOTA Convention,
Windsor 2001

This year's RSGB HF and IOTA
Convention will be held over the period 12,
13 and 14 October at Old Windsor,
Berkshire. The IOTA Committee will have a
series of presentations celebrating the twin
milestones of 1000 IOTA numbers issued
and of IOTA entering the 21st Century.

Nominations should be sent to Colin
Thomas, G3PSM (QTHR),
RSGB HF
Committee, or by e-mail to:
hf.chairman@rsgb.org.uk or by post, to
arrive no later than 10 September.

73s and I will hope to see many on
Topband

Mid-month information on the issue of
IOTA reference numbers and validation of
operations is available on the IOTA
Manager's website above. Under IOTA
NEWS BULLETINS click the latest bulletin
under preparation.

The G5RP Trophy is an annual award to
encourage newcomers to HF DXing. It is
awarded for making recent rapid progress in
DXing, which only newcomers have the
scope to do. However, the award is not
limited to youngsters or the newly-licensed the DX bug can bite at any age and after
many years of experience.

The trophy is awarded jointly by the Vale of
White Horse Radio Society and the RSGB
HF Committee, and will be presented at the
RSGB International HF and IOTA
Convention on 13/14 October 2001.

There is also a mouse chaser photo of yours
truly.

Updates on the Above

We believe that several more IOTA
DXpeditioners may qualify for these
attractive certificates. As a reminder, these
are the rules:
Awards for DXpeditioners:

IOTA CONTEST 2001

There are two awards for individuals or
teams activating the following in year 2000:
DXpeditioners' Platinum Certificate
For activating either (1) Two new IOTAs or
(2) One new IOTA and Two rare IOTAs*.
DXpeditioners' Gold Certificate
For activating either (1) One new IOTA or
(2) Two rare IOTAs* or (3) Five IOTAs
(excluding one's home station).

If you plan to take part as an island station,
please check IOTA Directory 2000 to see
that your island counts and that you have the
right IOTA number. If it is not listed, it
could be that its IOTA status has been
withdrawn. So you may need to investigate.
Also remember, if you decide to activate an
unnumbered, ie new, group, a new reference
number will NOT be issued during the 24
hours of the contest, so you will need to start
the operation before the contest to secure the

The IOTA 2000 Programme is based on the
1998/99 IOTA Directory.
* A rare IOTA is defined as one that
requires validation by the IOTA Committee.
Send details of your DXpeditions to CDXC
at g3nug@btintemetcom. The closing date
for applications is 31 December 2001. There
are no charges for these awards.
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2001)

Provisional IOTA Reference Numbers

as at 1 June 2001

GENERAL TOP ICS

Note: This list includes operations where
validation material was volunteered, ie not
specifically required for credit to be given.
In all cases, cards now submitted will be
accepted by Checkpoints if they meet
normal standards. This means that the island
name should be printed on the card.

AF-090/Pr 5R Madagascar's Coastal Islands
East (Madagascar)
AS-156/Pr ROB Ushakova Island (Russian
Federation)
AS-157/Pr 3W South China Sea Coast
Centre group (Vietnam)

THE D68C STORY - "Reaching the parts that other Comoros
DXpeditions have not reached"- Part 2
Neville Cheadle G3NUG, DXpedition Leader
Feedback

EU-188/Pr RIP Pechorskoye Sea Coast
West group (Russian Federation)
NA-220/Pr OX Greenland's Coastal Islands
South West (Greenland)
0C-244/Pr DUI-4 Luzon's Coastal Islands
(Philippines)
Note: A full listing of new IOTA reference
numbers issued since publication of IOTA
Directory 2000 may be found on the IOTA
Manager's website at
http://www.eo19.dial.pipex.com/index.shtml

Operations from which Validation
Material is awaited as at 1 June 2001

There were three quotes that the team really
liked:

AF-090/Pr 5R8GT Sainte-Marie Island
(April 2001)

•

AF-090/Pr 5R8GY Sainte-Marie Island
(May/June 2001)

•

AS-050 RUOB/P 99????? Island (April
2001)

•

AS-057 RUOB Uyedineniya Island (April
2001)
AS-068 RSOB/P 99????? Island (April 2001)
AS-140 S21BR Dakhin Shahbazpur (Bhola)
Island (December 2000)

Operations which have provided
Acceptable Validation Material

AS-156/Pr RIOB Ushakova Island (April
2001)

AS-096 VU3DMP VU2GPH VU2JIX
VU2JRO VU2MIT VU2NJN VU2PAI
VU2RDJ VU2RDQ VU2SBJ St Mary's
Island (May 2001)

AS-157/Pr 3W7D Tam Island (April 2001)
AS-158/Pr BA4DW/2 Dachangshan Island,
Changshan Islands (May 2001)

AS-154 TAWIT9WDY Giresun Island
(April 2001)

EU-186 TA1ED/0 Gokceada Island
(December 2000)

AS-154 TAO/IT9YRE Giresun Island (April
2001)

EU-188/Pr UEIRCV/1 Sengeyskiy Island
(March 2001)

EU-065 F6BFH/P Molene Island (May
2001)

NA-035 HR6SI Santanilla Islands (March
2001)

EU-065 F9IE/P Molene Island (May 2001)

NA-220/Pr OX3LG Simiutaq Island (April
2001)

OC-129 UT2VU/DU7 Cebu Island (April
2001)

0C-091 DUIKGJ/P Polillo Island (February
2001)

0C-221 YE8XM/P Kai Kecil Island, Kai
Islands (April 2001)

OC-093 4H2B Batan Island (February 2001)

OC-224 YE8XM/P Yamdena Island,
Tanimbar Islands (April/May 2001)

OC-126 411P Lubang Island (February
2001)

OC-246 YE8XM/P Sermata Island (April

0C-244/Pr 411 P Marinduque Island
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"This group (D68C) is like the Energizer
bunny - they just keep going and going
and going!" — Carl, N4AA
"Not just a DXpedition, more a
phenomenon !" — Wes, W3WL
"What can you say about a group who
has now provided over 160,000 Q's?
With over 4,000 RTTY; 1,000 PSK;
3,200 FM, 80,000 CW and 70,000 SSB
contacts in their logs, can there be
anyone who has not been able to work
them on any mode/ band? Signals have
been outstanding on all bands and the
operators superb. The Five Star DXers
Association has set so many DXpedition
records, it would take a super-human
effort to better the levels that they have
set from Comoros. Congratulations to
the Five Star DXers." — Carl, N4AA

Holidays in the Comoros

The Comoros are the "dream islands" of the
adventurer in all of us. From their shores,
pirates, buccaneers and corsairs sailed out to
prey on cargo-laden East Indiamen. Persian
and Omani sultans once ruled the islands,
amassing huge fortunes from their dealings
in the infamous slave trade. Today the
Comoros are still filled with an intrigue,
mystery and allure that make them
irresistible to many travellers.
More than anything else, a Comoros holiday
is about people and natural splendour.
Meeting the Comorians requires effort.
Visitors who try to understand and respect
the ways of Sunni Muslims will discover the
kind hearts of the hospitable and gracious

Comorian natives. Their faith is of
paramount importance to them. The
Comoros have only recently become an
important tourist attraction. Since then they
have lost some of their original unspoilt
atmosphere; the wilderness and the
Comorian culture are dying fast, and may
not survive even 20 more years of coups
d'etat, industrialisation and mass tourism.
Visitors who wish to experience the
traditional Comorian way of life should visit
these winsome islands in the Indian Ocean
now.
Le Galawa Beach Hotel is an ideal location
for a family or amateur radio holiday. There
are excellent water-sports — fishing,
including big game fishing, snorkelling,
scuba diving and sailing as well as island
trips and dolphin spotting.
Thanks
Our thanks to all those who called us. We
had great fun — we hope you did too! Thanks
also to our sponsors without whom D68C
could never have happened. Thanks too to
the support team and to our wives and
girlfriends — some of us were away for
almost four weeks. We will be sending
Certificates of Appreciation to all those who
supported the D68C DXpedition.
QSL Managers

•

Phil
Whitchurch
G3SWII,
21
Dickensons
Grove,
Congresbury,
Bristol, BS19 5HQ, England,
E-mail: phil@a3swh.demon.co.uk

•

For SWLs: Bob Treacher BRS 32525, 93
Elibank Rd, Eltham, London SE9 1QJ,
England.
E-mail: brs32525@com_puserve.com

engagement and was not able to join us for
dinner, so Jorma, Jan and I went off to a
very pleasant Chinese restaurant for a meal
together, over which we discussed the
possibility of a trip to Tallinn the following
day. After dinner, we made a visit to the
Nordic Jet Line ferry company's terminal
and looked at the schedules. Our best option
was to take a fast catamaran, which covered
the 60km trip in one hour forty minutes and
gave us six hours in Tallinn, before
returning in the late afternoon. Strangely,
the return fare increased if you wanted to
stay longer!

Statistics

I lere are the overview statistics:
Category
Mixed
SSB
CW
FM
RTTY
PSK
Unique calls
First 24 hrs
First week

Previous record
96,004
41,343
52,270
N/A
2,827
N/A
36,109
14,000
N/A

Held by
ZL9CI
ZL9CI
ZL9CI
FOOAAA
4JIFS
FOOAAA
-

D68C
168,722
75,497
84,482
3,458
4,167
1,112
45,315
16,412
92,728

(We have used OH2BU's Mega-DXpedition Honour Roll as our source of previous records.)
Overall Rate: 238 QSOs/hr.
UK stations working D68C on 20 or more "slots":
Call
GOTSM
G3LAS
GW3YDX
G4UJS
G4OBK
G3MCS
G3SBP
G3KWK
G3VVVG
G3XTZ
GM4AFF
G3JFS
GIOKOW
G3TXF
G4CBW
GOVDE
G3JNB
G4PDQ
GOAAA

Mode

CW
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
7
8
8

CW

1.8
1,294

SSB
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RTTY
PSK
MFSK
FM
Totals
Previous
record

0
0
0
0
1,395
2,385
XZOA

SSB
7
8
7
8
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
6
8
7
6
6
6
6
7

3.5

FM
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

7

4,311 10,60
7
1,680 3,235
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
5,991 13,84
2
5,554 9,518
XZOA ZL9CI

RTTY
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
3
2
3

10.1
14
9,314 11,84
3
0 14,22
7
0 1,160
0
157
0
0
0
0
9,314 27,38
7
8,814 31,19
ZL9CI
3
4J1FS

PSK
3
2
3
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
1
2
0
2
2
2
3
3
1

MFSK
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Bands
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
8
8
7
8
8

18
21
24.9
28
50
9,477 13,11
10,356
13,925
238
7
7,525 17,09
10,852
20,617
167
3
0 1,390
0
1,617
0
0
524
0
431
0
0
2
0
4
0
0
0
0
3,458
0
17,00 32,12
21,208
40,052
405
2
6
13,36 23,76
8,644
15,202
2,500
8
9 FOOAAA FOOAAA TXODX
A52A A52A

Slots
23
23
23
23
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
21
21
21
20
20
20
20
20

Total %
84,482 50.1%
75,497 44.7%
4,167
1,112
6
3,458
168,722
96,004
ZL9CI

2.5%
0.7%
0.0%
2.0%

Tomas and Vello speak excellent English.
The old town of Tallinn is situated on a hill
in the heart of the city and is medieval in
origin with narrow, cobbled streets.
Severely neglected during the time of the
Soviet occupation, much good quality
restoration has been completed and the town
is well on its way to becoming one of the
architectural gems of Europe.
After a whistle stop tour of the town, Tomas
took us to an excellent restaurant for lunch
before heading back towards the ferry
terminal where we were able to say our
farewells to Vello before the trip back to
Helsinki.

Jorma suddenly asked, "Do you know Vello,
ES1QD?", to which I replied "I think I have
worked him from just about every DX
location where I have operated." Jorma
immediately pulled out his mobile phone
and called Vello who readily agreed to meet
us at the ferry terminal in Tallinn and show
us round the city.

Neither Hans nor Jorma were able to join us
for dinner again that evening but we
arranged for Jorma to pick us up at the hotel
the following evening to take us back to the
airport. We found an excellent steak house
for dinner, where an Estonian student served
us! It was then back to the hotel bar for a
night-cap.

A taxi got us to the ferry terminal in good
time. The weather was very cloudy and it
was quite foggy during the voyage. Luckily,
just before our arrival, the sun came out and
it was another beautiful day. Vello was
easily identifiable by the large "ES1QD"
callsign badge on his chest and he took us
off to see the Kadriorg Palace, which is a
few kilometres outside the city and was built
in the early 18th century by the Russian tsar
Peter the Great. Apparently Peter himself
actually laid three bricks! Vello works as an
engineer for the local state broadcasting
authority and explained that he had to go to
work for a short time, so he took us to meet
his son Tomas and explained that Tomas
would look after us in his absence. Both

Our last day was spent walking around the
city centre just seeing the sights, including a
15-minute ferry trip to the Soumenlinna
fortress, dating from 1748, and built on six
islands in front of the city. Again, the
weather was kind to us and although it was
cold, only about 5C, it was sufficiently
bright and sunny for us to sit in a pavement
café and drink beer.
Jorma collected us in the late afternoon as
arranged and the trip home was completely
uneventful. Even the M25 ran smoothly,
although it did start to rain as we entered the
Bristol area!

IOTA CORNER
Roger Balister, G3KMA
IOTA Reference Numbers Issued

OC-246 YB8 Leti and Sermata Islands
(Indonesia)

AS-158/Pr BY2 Liaoning Province East
group (China)
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While Dennis VK9CXJ and Roger
VK9CXW worked across the HF and LF

bands, Nigel VK9CXF stuck to the calmer
waters of the WARC bands.

New records in bold.
Continent

HELSINKI & TALLINN
Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH

For our Spring break this year, Jan and I
decided to visit Helsinki. Part of the reason
for the choice was that the "no frills" airline
Buzz was offering two return tickets for a
total of £102, including taxes! The downside
of this was that it meant flying from
Stansted, which is about a 2.5-hour drive
from home. This is same as the flight time!
An exchange of e-mails with my good
friend Jorma, OH2KI led to a reservation in
the city centre Helka Hotel and the offer of
transport to and from the airport. It was not
my intention to play radio at all during our
visit, but maybe to meet up with a few of the
local Finnish hams for a drink or a meal and
to enjoy a few days sightseeing around the
city. Also included was a possible day's trip
across the Gulf of Finland to Tallinn, the
capital of Estonia.

the west of the city centre, and Jorma didn't
know how to get there by road, so we had to
get advice from the hotel, who said "take the
number 4 tram to the end of its route and
then follow the signs for a couple of
kilometres." Having once got hopelessly lost
on the Paris Metro, I am always a bit
suspicious of public transport systems in
strange cities, but we found the number 4tram route without any difficulty and paid
our fare. It wasn't until we began to see on
our right hand side buildings that we had
already passed on our left hand side that I
realised that we had actually reached the end
of the tram route and started the return
journey. We hopped off smartly and began
to look for the signs to the Gallen-Kallela
Museum. Nothing! This was a residential
district and there were very few passers by
to ask, and those didn't speak English.
Fortunately, it was a beautiful sunny day,
although the residue of the previous day's
snow on the ground made it cold. After a
long walk following the many vaguely
waved arms indicating "that direction", we
eventually found the museum and collapsed
in dire need of a cup of coffee.

We left home on the morning of Saturday
21st April and dropped in at Potters Bar to
see my some-time partner in crime Jim,
G3RTE for a cup of coffee and to drop off
three large boxes of QSL cards for him to
deliver to the RSGB bureau. The flight from
Stansted was a few minutes late, but Jorma
was waiting for us at the Vantaa Airport
arrivals gate. He then whisked us off to the
Helka Hotel to deposit our luggage and then
for a whistle stop tour of the city centre,
including a couple of much needed local
beers.

After an hour or so looking round the
museum, we followed the lakeshore back to
the spot where we should have got off the
tram, and found an ice cream stall doing a
roaring trade. There's something particularly
delicious about mango-flavoured ice cream!
We then caught the tram back to the city
centre and a late lunch.

Jorma was unable to join us for dinner that
evening, so we found a restaurant and
enjoyed an excellent bowl of mushroom
soup followed by red deer en croute, washed
down with a bottle of good red wine.

That evening, Jorma had arranged for us to
meet up with Hans, OH2EA and himself for
a drink in the hotel bar. Hans is another exmarine radio operator and we swapped
many stories of our lives and experiences at
sea. Unfortunately, Hans had a prior

Next morning, Jan wanted to go to visit the
house of Gallen-Kallela, the national artist
of Finland. This is situated some distance to
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0
I
0
0
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4,007 101 16,972
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4,823 12,181
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0.6%
0.0%
10.1%
58.6%
29.8%

UNIQUES AND NINE-BANDERS
OSOs

World
Germany
Japan
Spain
UK
USA

168,722
16,272
11,784
3,848
13,690
45,668

Uniques
45,315
4,110
3,385
1,070
3,452
12,953

Nine-banders
571
67
38
1
56
43

20 stations worked D68C on 10 bands.
Sponsors
Corporate: Amateur

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Radio

Array Solutions
Cable Experts
CQ Ham Radio Japan
Cushcraft
Daily DX
Dog Park Software
Dunestar
Force 12
Funk Amateur

• Linear Amp UK
• Martin Lynch & Sons
• Nevada
• Patcomm
• UK Radiocommunications Agency
• Titanex
• Vibroplex
• World Space
• Yaesu

Corporate: Non Amateur

•
•
•
•

Air Mauritius
Bass Take Home
Le Galawa Beach Hotel
London Business School

• Metric AB
• Parfetts
• Sofitour
• States of Guernsey Tourist Board

DX Groups

•
•
•
•

Akita DXA
Alamo DX Amigos RC
Arkansas DXA
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group

• Chiltern DX Club, CDXC
• Clipperton DX Club
• Danish DX Group
• Delta DXA
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Echelford ARS
Eastern IOWA DXA
Ehime DX Group (EDXG)
European DX Foundation
Far East DXploiters
Fort Wayne DXA
German DX Foundation
GM DX Group
Guernsey ARC
Horndean & Dist. ARC
Kermadec DXA
Lone Star DX Group
M2000A Team
Magnolia DXA
Nara DXA
North California DX Foundation,
NCDXF

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Northeast Wisconsin DXA
Northern Ohio DXA
OHDXF
Oklahoma DXA
Osaka DX Lovers Group
Racal Amateur Radio Club
Reading & District ARC
RSGB DXpedition Fund
RSGB IOTA Committee
Shiga DXers, Japan
Six Meter International Radio Klub
Southeastern DX Club
South German DX Group
Virginia DXCC
Western New York DXA

Individual Sponsors

CN8WW DJ9ZB GOWAT G3JNB G3URA
G3YMC G4EAG G8FXX JA3AAW
JA3CSZ JA3EOP JA7FWR JA7JHT
JA7MFL JA7QQQ JA7RHJ JA7SN
JA7XVZ JE3AGN JE3USO JE7RJZ

JG3KFM JG7AMD JG7LQU JH3OTS
JH7BZR JH7NPF JR1VAY JR7WFC
JR7FBR JR7HAN JR7JPC JR7VHZ
JR7XKN JS3CTQ K8ME KO4RR N7MQ
VK5W0 VK6LC WA4OBO

G3MXJ and G3TXF spent some time
wandering about the grounds looking for
any signs of the towers that had once stood
there, but none were found. After our brief
tourist visit to Home Island it was soon time
to catch the ferry back to West Island and to
rejoin the CW pile-ups.
Back home and QSLing

QSL processing commenced immediately
we got home. The first cards were being sent
out within less than two weeks after
departing Cocos. Each operator is handling
his own cards. Incoming direct cards are
being answered by return. All E-mail
requests are being responded to, and all
Buro cards will be answered.

There is however one slight down-side to
the West Island Lodge, and that is that the
beach is 'facing the wrong way'. It faces
south-west. Perfectionists would prefer that
the straight-out over the sea take-off be
between North West for Europe, through
North (W1) and to the North East for JA and
W6. However the beach did provide an
excellent take-off for the USA on the longpath. Although we were using vertical
antennas we soon learned that many of the
major openings to the USA were on the long
rather than the short path.

The three operators [G3MXJ, G3SXW and
G3TXF] are long-time keen CW operators
and make no apology for the fact that this
DX-trip to VK9C Cocos was 100% CW.
Although we had four transceivers, three
antennas and two linears, we didn't have a
single microphone between us!
You can find further details on this trip as
well as regular up-dates on the progress with
QSLing on
www.G3TXF.com/dxtrip/vk9cxf/vk9c.hUnl

Tourism

Young Amateur of the Year

•
•
•

many respects for Amateur Radio
DXpeditions. There's plenty of space to put
up all sorts of antennas (and right by the sea
too), there is a reliable power source, the
hotel management is sympathetic and
friendly towards visiting hams. Requests
like "can we put our antennas right in the
middle of your grounds?" and "can we
borrow three tables to use as operating
tables in the shack?" are all met with a
friendly and positive "sure Mate, carry on no worries!"

Harlow & District ARS
BAE Systems
Johnson Stevens Agencies

•
•

Norte' Networks
Raytheon

TEAM MEMBERS

5B4AGC George
5B4WN Marios
9H1EL Jeff
DL7AKC Jens
GOOPB Tony
G3BJ (G3OZF) Don
G3NUG Neville
G3SED Mike
G3VMW Steve
G3WGV John
G3XTT Don
G4JVG Steve
G4TSH Justin
G4KIU Nigel

G4VXE Tim
GU4YOX Bob
JAIRJU Kazu
JA3AER Taizo
MOBJL Shaun
MODXR Mark
N7CQQ John
PE9PE Rob
SM5AQD Hawk
UT8LL Victor
W3EF Maury
W3WL Wes

Tourism does not usually figure highly on
our CW-trips. We're there to make CW
QSOs, not to look at monuments! However
on this occasion G3MXJ and G3TXF did
take a few hours away from the shack
(leaving Roger G3SXW behind to sleep off
the previous night's battles with 80m and
160m) to take the ferry to visit Home Island.
Home is the other main island in the small
group with a mostly Malay population
(whereas on West Island the population is
mostly ex-pat Ozzies). Home Island is also
the location of the famous mansion (Oceania
House) that used to belong to the CluniesRoss family (who originally owned the
Cocos Islands).
In the 80's the same house was also the
QTH of VK9YC. This station was also used
by several visiting amateurs of the period,
including Steve G4JVG. The house is still
standing but has long since been abandoned.

Band

VK9C
XF

VK9C
XJ

160m

Nil

Nil

20

20

80m

Nil

17

219

236

40m

Nil

220

780

1,000

30m

1,050

430

127

1,607

20m

Nil

1,021

1,559

2,580

17m

1,601

1,250

286

3,137

1,797

2,078

3,875
4,628

29

Total
QSOs

15m

Nil

12m

4,000

592

36

10m

Nil

2,574

1,895

4,469

6,651

7,901

7,000

21,552

Totals
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VK9C
XW

CW Week on Cocos (Keeling)

—

VK9C

Nigel Cawthome, G3TXF

Dennis G3MXJ, Roger G3SXW and Nigel
G3TXF operated as VK9CXJ, VK9CXW
and VK9CXF from the West Island Lodge
in the Cocos (Keeling) Islands from 28
April to 5 May 2001. The total number of
QSOs made (net of dupes) during the sevenday operation was 21,552. All QSOs were
2xCW.

simultaneous CW operation on three bands
to continue whenever conditions allowed.
[This was the very same TS-50 that G3TXF
had won in the raffle at an RSGB HF
Convention some years ago.]
The three antennas were all simple verticals.
Two R-7000's spaced about 200ft apart
along the beach were used for the seven HF
bands and a 67ft Titanex vertical was used
for 30-40-80 and 160m. Dunestar filters
efficiently solved any minor interaction
problems.

Travel

The long journey to Cocos started, as is
often the case, with the team meeting up at
Heathrow. We flew to Perth from where
there are regular flights to both Cocos and
Christmas (VK9X). During our overnight
stay in Perth we had a pleasant evening with
two well-known local DXers Key VK6LW
and Steve VK6VZ.
The flight from Perth to Cocos makes a
refuelling stop somewhere in northern VK6
before heading out over the Indian Ocean to
VK9C. The first impression of Cocos, and
the lasting one, is how small and compact
everything is. The one hotel on West Island
where we (and many previous DXers)
stayed was literally across a narrow road
from the front door of the airport. The
airport trolley simply doubles up as the hotel
trolley.

Propagation

During our stay the HF propagation was
generally better than we had been expecting.
The SFI was higher than predicted. There
were some good openings into the East
Coast of the USA (a difficult path from
VK9C Cocos) on several occasions on both
12m and 10m. The higher end of the
spectrum worked well. But you can't have it
both ways. When it's good on HF, it isn't
usually going to be so good on LF.
Although a considerable amount of effort
was put into trying to get 80m and 160m
QSOs the results were disappointing.
Conditions at this time of year were far from
ideal. Although a few 'big' European
Topband stations were worked, we never got
anywhere near working the hoped-for wider
audience on that band either in Europe or in
Japan (let alone in the USA).

Equipment

Whenever possible three HF stations were
used simultaneously. The three main
transceivers were Kenwood TS-570D's, and
a TS-50 was taken along as a stand-by. Two
small Ameritron AL-811 amplifiers were
also used.
It was fortunate that we had taken a spare rig
as one of the TS-570D's failed totally a few
days into the operation (another TS-570D
had also failed during the FW/G3SXWFW/G3TXF operation from Wallis in May
2000). Despite the failure of its bigger
Kenwood brother, the smaller TS-50 did an
excellent job as a standby rig, enabling

Operating was generally 'at night'. The
bands were useless from an hour or so after
dawn (2340z) until mid-afternoon local
time. Although a break was taken for an
evening meal at around 1230z everyday,
operation was pretty much continuous at all
other times when the bands were open to
anywhere.
Location

The West Island Lodge (the only 'hotel' in
the Cocos Islands) is an ideal location in
28

SUPPORT GROUP

AA5XE Dale 6m Pilot
BRS 32525 Bob (SWL QSL Manager)
G3NOM Ray (Far East Pilot)
G3SWH Phil (QSL Manager)
G3WRO Keith (Logistics)

G3ZAY Martin (Chief Pilot)
G4KIU Nigel (Webmaster)
G4PDQ John (EU PacketCluster Server)
G4ZFE Richard (EU QSO Server)
N I DG Don (NA Pilot and QSO Server)

ANTENNAS
6 el. 6m Yagi (Cushcraft)
6 el. 10m Yagi (Force 12)
4 el. 12m Yagi (Force 12)
4 el. 15m Yagi (Force 12)
4 el. 17m Yagi (Force 12)
3 el. 20m Yagi (Cushcraft)
2 el. 30m Yagi (Force 12)
3 el. A3S 10/15/20m Yagi (Cushcraft)
3 el. A3WS 12/17/30 Yagi (Cushcraft)

Pair of 30m Verticals
Pair of 20m Verticals (Force 12)
Pair of 15m Verticals (Force 12)
4-Square 40m (Gladiator)
4-Square 80m (Titanex)
85ft Vertical 160/80 m (Titanex)
Beverages, Pennants, Rhombic for
receiving.

STATION EQUIPMENT
Yaesu transceivers:
6 x FT 1000MP MkV

Linears:

2 x FT 920
I x FT 847
1 x FT 900

6 Yaesu VL-1000 Quadra linears
3 other linears
PCs:

14 networked PCs

Other transceivers:

Patcomm PCI6000 and PC9000
WEB PAGE: www.dxbands.com/comoros
And finally - Some reflections and memorable moments, from team members:

The pile-ups

call right was met with "
yes!! yay!
wow!
w000!....
500mW
from
VE7...yahoo!!"

• Operating at D68C was an awesome
experience during the first 24 hours. The
pile-ups were enormous and it seemed
like the whole world wanted to work us.
• Was called by a G mobile on 10m SSB
on the first day. When I responded, you
could almost hear the operator drive off
the road in shock!

• One of the most memorable moments
was working 2 KH6s in a row early one
evening on 160m.
• Trying for weak stations, I asked the
pile-up to stand by - and they did - all of
them!

• Roger, G3SXW called me
on SSB !
• Pulling weak calls out of the noise was
great fun, especially when the response
after two minutes of fighting to get the

• To everyone we worked - thanks for
being at the other end.
• One notable 24 MHz QSO for me was
with G3XJS who was running just
21

200mW into a 2m collinear.
•

champagne were chilling nicely in a
large icebox. The atmosphere was
incredible — like we had won the lottery
or something!

Tony GOOPB was on 29 MHz FM one
day and worked a guy in Los Angeles
who was stood in a bus queue using a
small hand-held transceiver.

The Team
•

•

The time just went by in a blur!

•

Wow! I never knew SSB could be so
much fun.

Amazing team at D68C - no friction at
all.

Local Conditions

•

Being with such a great group of people!

•

•

Thanks to all who gave me a chance to
enjoy a new experience.

Staff at the hotel couldn't be more
helpful - and they were really like that not just chasing a tip.

•

I've been wet at Field Days over the
years, but never as wet as I was for two
days setting up antennas on D68. But
hey, no problem, the rain was warm!

Operating
•

•

•

Came on shift and the band allocated for
the next four hours, closed after 20
minutes. No problem you might think move to another station - we had ten.
However, they were all in use on every
open band. Rather a short shift that day!

•

Getting concussion from the raindrops!

•

Being permanently damp for about the
first week!

One night towards the end when I was
on 160 at 3am (the only operator awake),
there was a big bang and a flash
simultaneous with a very big static crash,
after which everything went dark. After I
got over the initial shock I decided that
being on the end of a cable connected to
an 87 ft high lightning conductor was not
the best place to be and set about
abandoning the station after I
disconnected the antennas. At this point
Don, G3BJ came trotting down the path
having been woken up by the bang and a
little apprehensive in case he found "A
carbonised G4TSH". Glad to say that
was not the case.

•

We reached the milestone figure of 100K
QSOs after about eight days of
operation. Tim G4VXE actually made
QSO number 100,000 and we decided
that we should celebrate with
champagne. For two hours, at around
8pm that day, we closed all the stations
down and everyone headed for the hotel
restaurant where twenty bottles of

•

•

Sun, Sea, Sand and Pileups!
Wakka Wakka! (the local dance! Just ask
GU4YOX for lessons .. — ed.)

Propagation
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•

Topband to Ten open to everywhere at
night!

•

Low band propagation appeared to come
and go in "waves" of QSB lasting 5 to 15
mins per cycle. I would sit patiently
monitoring the static (S9 plus 20 at
times) and gradually hear signals rise out
of the noise; work stations for around 5
to 15 mins, just to have them all
disappear again for a further 15 mins!!
We had several three day periods when
all signals from EU were arriving via a
skewed path to our north east ( The
direct path was to our North West ) This
was very confusing as the first event
occurred just as we arrived and were
testing the Beverage antennas. We
couldn't understand why the EU
Beverage didn't appear to work, whilst

contractor regarding the work standard and
this complicated our plans for a landing
there. The 'terminal' is a sign saying
"welcome to Agalega" set in front of a
burnt-out building. There were various
abandoned vehicles in the area including a
fire truck. I trust there was a functional one
around there, somewhere!
A meteorological station is located close to
the airstrip. A little to the south the newest
installation can be seen. This is a remote
solar-powered VHF ground-to-air station
with a satellite link to the remainder of the
network. It was commissioned late last year.
The early settlers used the South Island. It is
separated from North Island by 2 to 3km of
water and a boat with outboard motor makes
the journey between the two islands in a
large arc where the water is sufficiently
deep. Jack, F6HMJ and Jacky, 3B8CF had
the privilege of making a trip there. Jack is
making a video of Agalega.
The HF bands

Propagation was poor in the mornings to
Agalega. By lunchtime the bands started to
get busy and as the day progressed the
pileups grew larger. The plan was to put
many more North American QSOs in the

log than had been possible from 3B7. We
had an e-mail or two last year from the U.S.
pleading with us to delay the trip until
October this year in order to get the best
propagation. It was nice to get an e-mail
after the event from Bob, W4DR, saying
that he admitted he was wrong about the
propagation prospects. He worked us with
relative ease on 9 bands. Congratulations
Bob!
The last night of operation was memorable
for me. Signals on 20m CW from both EU
and NA were exceptionally strong. I did a
5.5 hour stint that evening and was able to
give alternate 15-min slots to EU and NA.
Everyone was well behaved, I was able to
read full call signs first go and the pile-up
and myself had a ball.
We were grateful for all the congratulatory
messages in the guest book on our Website:

www.agalega2000.ch
Finale
Some of us caught that chronic condition,
pileupitis. The only relief known for this
condition is to be subjected to further
DXpeditions. There is talk of this but the
location will not be 3B6. Stay tuned!

3B6RF OPERATION MAY BE QRT, BUT HELP IS NEEDED!
(This was not part of Derek's submission to the Digest, but has appeared elsewhere (this was
actually taken from OPDX Bulletin), and I felt should be shared with CDXC members at this
point — ed)
The 3B6RF team managed to log 64,207
QSOs in 8.5 days, but all of these QSOs
came with a big price tag. The 3B6RF's
operation time was expected to be 15 days
but had to be cut back due to transportation
problems. These problems caused an
unexpected expense. Preliminary estimates
have put their travel expenses at
approximately $48,000 over cost just to get
to Agalega and back. OPDX was told the

team still does not know how this is going to
be covered and is still up in the air. The
3B6RF team is counting on the generosity
of the ham community with QSL donations
and possibly some added donations from
DX associations. Please remember to
possibly add something a little extra in your
SASE for your 3B6RF. Steve, N3SL, is
handling the N.A. QSLs, all other areas QSL
via HB9AGH.

occasional praying mantis. The insects were
attracted by the light in the tent and, from
time-to-time, got down the inside of our
Tee-shirts causing some embarrassing QSD
and the occasional pause in operations.

very solid but tasty. After the embers had
died down the tins of dough were put in the
oven to bake.

the JA Beverage was the best RX
antenna for EU. Several days later,
things would return to normal and the
EU Beverage would be the best rx
antenna for that direction. On 80 mtrs,
the stations in EU with 4 square
directional arrays reported that on those
occasions our signals were some three or
four S points louder when they beamed
North East to JA !!

The team

There were 21 of us from 9 nations. I was
the only UK member. We all got on
wonderfully well. We had a common
purpose and we all did our best to make it a
success. We struck up friendships and have
been communicating regularly by e-mail
since returning home. The Swiss members
bore the brunt of the preparatory work. They
planned everything in fine detail and it all
went like clockwork! They kept cool under
all adversity with one exception. At our final
party in Mauritius one did show some
emotion when the waiter kept bypassing him
with the wine bottle — well, you would,
wouldn't you!

Food

We were fortunate to have assistance from
some of the local ladies who prepared the
meals for us. The food was put into bowls
and placed in open cardboard boxes for
transportation to the camp. The journey was
a bumpy one and this resulted in nearly as
much soup and veg. in the cardboard boxes
as in the bowls. The cutlery was similarly
bathed in soup. Our refreshments included a
couple of cases of red wine. Inevitably when
this was requested it arrived without glasses,
but a soup bowl has a much larger capacity
than a glass!
The clever negotiators who purchased all the
drinking water in Mauritius managed to
borrow a non-working "Pepsi" refrigerator.
Yours truly was allotted the task of getting
this to work. The internal wiring was a
complete mess with wires hanging off. I
finally got it working by bypassing all
controls and wiring the supply directly to
the compressor and to the cooling fan. We
enjoyed cool beer, water and Coke for the
duration of our stay.

Friedhelm, HB9JBI, was in the hold of the
boat, off-loading the gear and fell heavily on
the bottom of his back. He was bedridden
for three days and could not feel his legs. He
ate little if anything over this period. It was
good to have Steve, N3SL, with medical
knowledge to lend some assistance.
Eventually we were all relieved when
Friedhelm re-appeared and began to take
turns with the operating.
Our leader Hans-Peter, HB9BXE, seemed to
be so busy the whole time, he had little time
for operating. He was totally dedicated to
making the expedition a success. His
mountain bicycle was included in the
freight. It was extremely useful, particularly
for going the rounds of the stations
collecting the daily logs for uploading onto
the Internet. So generous was Hans-Peter
that he donated his bike to the islanders.

The food was complemented by locally
baked bread. This had a strange flavour
which we eventually realised was caused by
the bread being stored and transported in old
washing powder boxes. The bakery was
extremely primitive. An old shed housed an
oven. In front of the oven door there was a
cowling to direct smoke to a short chimney
that poked through the roof. The oven was
filled with coconut shells that were then
doused with paraffin and set alight. The
oven door was left open to allow the smoke
and flames to be ejected. The smoke
generally found its way to the chimney after
filling the shed. This flavoured the dough in
combination with the afore-mentioned
washing powder. I jest a little; the bread was

•

The signals at our sunset from KH6, T32
were stunningly loud - over S9 on many
days, and consistently there. It broke my
heart to hear such loud KH6 signals
especially since I had not worked KH6
on 80 or 160 from home in 37 years!
Having said that as a result of our D68C
LF contacts, Bryce KH6AT kindly
offered to run 80 metre skeds with me
when I returned home - I worked him on

By Roger Western, G3SXW (e-mail: g3sxw@compuserve.com)

Have you noticed? There is a whole series of
new additions to the English language,
specially developed by DXpeditioners for
your listening pleasure. Brand new words
that have never been heard before. It's very
exciting and we assume that those
Dictionary chaps in Oxford will be taking
note. Some of them are hard to pronounce
other than on CW, but have a go anyway.

TUJA (a new species of tuna found only in
Japanese waters)

UPUPUP (not here, OK? - split, right?,
gottit now?)

JAJAUP3 (a new dance)

TUUP (meaning yet to be established, multirecipients)

Each is a pejorative word and followed,
figuratively-speaking, by an exclamationmark. Each has its own specific innuendo
but the broad definition of most of these new
words is given as:

NANANA (older female callers only,
please)

At the southern end of the village there is a
farmyard where sheep are kept. We did also
spot a pig up at the 'port'.

UP2JA (but no-one further North)

PSEJA (nothing to do with ullination)
ASIAUP (promoting a new HamConvention in Hong Kong?)
TUOCUP (believed to be of Vulcan origin)
WVEONLY (you canNOT be sEEERious?)
UPEU (sounds a bit rude)

"Shut up Europe! You've had your fair share
and the band is only open to [choose NA,
SA, OC, JA] for another half an hour".

TUNA (only used on Pacific islands,
naturally)
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I found that from D68C signals from the
USA had a huge peak at their sunset - far
larger than I had ever seen from the UK.
I'm not sure if that was because our
vertical antenna was virtually in the sea
giving extremely good response to low
angle propagation, or if it was just
D68/USA propagation in general. Either
way it was most marked - you would be
working EU in the late evening, then
suddenly out of nowhere a WO would
call in several S points above the EU pile
up right at his sunset. The signals from
that WO area disappearing just a few
minutes later

DX Vocabulary

Other parts of the Agalega

The airstrip had some work carried out on it
last year. There appears to be a difference
of opinion between the IODC and the

the first attempt !!
•

The Agalega DXpedition
Personal reflections from the UK team member - Derek, G3KHZ

Mauritius, bless them, hatched a new
ingenious plan to fly us north to the
Seychelles and then to transfer to a small
aircraft that would make several journeys
from there to Agalega. We were asked to
take the very minimum of luggage that we
could survive with for two weeks. This
would allow the team and all the freight to
be transported in three trips from Mahe in a
Beechcraft 1900D. My selected clothes, tent
and bed were put into a duffel bag and the
essential laptop computer was hand-carried
in my trusty Marks & Spencer plastic bag.
The flight to the Seychelles was booked and
we duly arrived in Mahe on Tuesday, 1st
May. It was too late in the day to transfer to
the light aircraft to complete the last leg of
the journey to 3B6. We stayed the night in
Mahe and waited for landing permission the
following morning. We waited 3 days and
still there was no landing permission.

The financial support

The Agalega 2000 DX-pedition is most
grateful to CDXC for its contribution to the
operation. You will, no doubt read the
"official" story in RadCom and other
publications but I offer you here some
personal impressions and reflections of this
venture. As you will gather from the story
below, all the problems of the journey
caused much financial grief. We are
probably $38,000 in the red. Hopefully we
can recover some of that with a video, to be
released later and from the generosity of
those DXers who worked us.
The trials and tribulations of the
journey to Agalega

After the cancellation of the 3B6RF DXpedition last October at the I 1 th hour, I
quite thought it might happen again! We
waited several months before the
authorisation was received. The plan was to
sail to Agalega from Port Louis on the Pride
of Mauritius at the beginning of May.
However the sailing date was brought
forward to the 17th April in order to take the
teenage school children back to Agalega for
Easter. Fortunately our diesel fuel and water
were aboard in time for this early departure.

The final part of the journey

The final solution was to fly to the island of
Coetivy (the nearest island to Agalega) and
transfer to a boat for the final 375km to
Agalega. The boat was the Lady Esme, a
32m diesel vessel which contained a main
cabin filled with bunks in 3 tiers, 12 beds in
all. A separate compartment housed three
more passengers. The rest slept on deck. The
Lady Esme was built in Scotland in 1953.
Her age was beginning to show! She had set
out a day earlier from Mahe loaded with our
freight. The sea was rough and many of us
were sick including myself for the very first
time. There was little to see on the 22-hour
voyage except flying fish and the occasional
wandering seabird. Three fishing lines were
attached to the stem of the boat but
surprisingly, only one fish was caught, a
barracuda. The sight of this poor thing being
battered to death by the cook did little for
the spectators who were suffering from
seasickness! We staggered ashore at 13:00
GMT on Saturday 5th May - 8 days after I

With much help from friends in Mauritius
an exciting alternative was found. A French
military aircraft would fly from Reunion to
Mauritius to collect the team and all the
freight. The possibility of a journey without
a sea voyage would be indeed a blessing as
far as I was concerned! Then we learned that
the aircraft had to be diverted to other duties
in Tromelin because of some potential
trouble. There was even a possible
alternative of a large fast catamaran. This
too had to be abandoned as it was stuck in
an Indian port due to financial problems.
No other boats or aircraft could be found.
This looked like the end to me.
The expedition leaders and our friends in
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and a voucher system allows them to obtain
provisions from the village store. The men
and women work. I was told that it is a
matriarchal society - domestically the
women are in charge and the men are less
responsible, tending to gravitate to alcohol much the same anywhere really!

had left home in England.
First impressions

Our immediate view of the shoreline was
not one covered with palm trees but one
covered with pine trees. The pines are in
profusion across the island and are used as
protection against wind and sun. The "port"
was merely a jetty with an ancient crane at
the end.

Progress with the camp

A survey was carried out and a long, high
ridge running N-S (about 10m ASL) was
chosen for the location of the stations. This
area was free from trees but the ground
vegetation consisted of coarse brittle grass
that cut the ankles and a mass of spreading
ground weed cover. The freight was
unloaded from the boat and transported by
tractor and trailer to the site. This did not
reach us until late in the afternoon and there
was only time to choose suitably shady
locations among the coconut palms for our
sleeping tents and to erect them before
nightfall.

We were met by some of the locals and
officials and taken by Agalega public
transport (the one and only minibus on the
island) to the village on North Island. The
"road" was simply a well-worn pair of
tracks, which threaded its way through
coconut palms, and past the airstrip. When
we reached the village, 7km away, I was
struck by the relaxed rural scene of children
playing, hens and chickens wandering freely
around the village, the locals sitting under
the palm trees in the shade.
Bungalow type dwellings have been built
over the last 7 or 8 years for the local
inhabitants. They look very smart and most
have lovely flowers around them. There is a
local church, a school, a store and a shed
used as a garage for the maintenance of
tractors. Several buildings in the village
have been provided for the migrant workers
from Mauritius.

The start of operations

We endured continuous rain the following
morning and it was not until late afternoon
that the first station was on the air from our
No. 1 CW tent. The first QSO was made by
our manager, Karl, HB9JAI with our chief
pilot. The band then exploded, the pile-ups
were incredible. Nine days had passed since
I left home.

Rainwater from the roofs is collected stored
in closed tanks. There seemed to be a
plentiful supply and very fortunately we had
access to two cold showers.

The team was divided into groups to erect
the remaining stations. The first SSB station
became active the following morning and in
fairly quick succession the others became
QRV. We erected additional antennas over
the next couple of days. Due to the
reduction in our time on the island we made
do with single verticals for the low bands
instead of erecting 4-square antennas.

The islanders

375 people live on Agalega of which 300
live on North Island. They speak Creole; a
language derived from a mixture of French
and African dialects. French is the second
language. The islanders do not generally
understand English, which is supposed to be
the official language. About 20 migrant
workers from Mauritius run the island
through the Outer Islands Development
Corporation (OIDC). Money is not used
here. All the inhabitants work for the OIDC

The daily routine was to select 4 hour
operating shifts with the preferred mode. If
you wanted a quiet time it was best to select
the 0800-1200 local morning shift. The
shifts after dark were plagued with a
constant cloud of moths, locusts and the
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Member profile G3RZP - (Page 37 - May '00 Digest)

Peter's shed rack: Top - Multituner, Second down - Decoder,
Third down - Power/SWR meter, Fourth down - PSU

G3RZP's antennas: Top - Cuedee 4 elements for 10m.
interfaced with 4 elements for 15m.
Below - Hy Gain 5 elements for 20m.
IV

Agalega DXpedition - 3B6RF (Page 24)

Agalega airstrip terminal

Agalega 'port' and Lady Esme

CW Week on Cocos (Keeling) VK9C (Page 28)

Cocos (Keeling) Islands fo

SSB station of 3B6RF - other stations in the background

0 12661

All direct requests for this QSL have already been answered
Helsinki and Tallinn (Page 30)

Next generation of 3B6 ops(?) with HB9JAI & 3B8CF

Phil G3SWH and Jan his XYL enjoy a get together in Helsinki

