G3NUG

°ire N ewsletter

CHILTERN DX CLUB

The UK DX Foundation

July 1998

CDXC The UK DX Foundation
-

Issue 114

CDXC COMMITTEE 1997/1998
G3OZF Don Beattie
Tel 01296-748354
Mayerin, Churchway,
Email: g3oz.f@btInternet.corn
Stone, Aylesbury HP17 8RG
CHAIRMAN:
G3NUG Neville Cheadle
Tel 01442-262929
Further Felden, Longcroft Lane,
Email: g3nug@btInternet.corn
Felden, Hemel Hempstead HP3 OBN
VICE CHAIRMAN: G3PMR Alan Jubb
Tel: 01767-677913
30 West Street, Gt Gransden,
Email: SHACKLOG@aol.com
Sandy SG19 3AU
VICE CHAIRMAN: G4JVG Steve Telenius-Lowe
Tel: 01438 232246
(MARKETING)
Belvista, 27 Hertford Rd,
Email: g4jvg@blInternacotn
Stevenage SG2 8RZ
SECRETARY:
G3PMR Alan Jubb
Tel: 01767-677913
30 West Street, Gt Gransden,
Email: SHACKLOG@aol.cotn
Sandy SG19 3AU
TREASURER:
G3PJT Bob Whelan,
Tel: 01223-263137
36 Green End, Comberton,
Cambs CB3 7DY
Email: Bob_G3PJ7'@compuserve.com
PRESIDENT:

service.
............ .
Dear Mr Lynch
Not often, these days, is it possible to complinteat sus orgensisation for superb
problem with my Kenwood TS-850 and vas invited w bring it in to the shop.
On arrival M your shop Gordon greeted my wife and int very cordially and invited us to take cofservices, who said that he would check the

I had a hoer

customer
,Itesohualcdkdo more extensive tests. Meanwhile,
natureover
of the
before
I left
the shop. The
fee.
to fault
talk with
Andy
Wyspianski,
in he did and found the fault I had detected was not
hne
t
twugagh
ehoirritn,
I went
ds ep
a possibility OW the paddle key contact
e wiearivnegthaen
idAincdlyacsikigogeesrtellli l
there
was
heoruer
be delivered
tw
and it could
100 pc contact. This would have accounted for the fault,
This I did and found it satisfactory although
I rang
who said the transceiver had aM malfunctioned during lest
may
notAndy
hose m
the pros gone away.
ongratulate
da
straight away • whirls was the whatever
next y. blem but
Me that
the profetsionid manner in which I was treated and c
.
The transceiver is now working perfectly so
you on the high standard
customer contact. I thank you for the time taken to satisfy
highlyof of
atisfactory. So often, these days, it is a take it m leave it attitude
I coot speak more
my transceiver

wogs

Thankyoufrscexltvi-wnobefrgta.

Yours truly,

CONTEST
CO-ORDINATOR:
AWARDS
MANAGER:
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR:

COXC OFFICERS 1997/1998
G3XTT Don Field
Tel 01189-724192
105 Shiplake Bottom,
Email: g3xtt@lineone.net
Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 51-1.1
G3CAQ Bill Moorwood
Tel 01902 843873
44 Station Rd, Codsall, Wolverhampton WV8 IDA
G4DYO Brendan J McCartney
(New editor will soon be appointed)

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20 AUGUST
CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation

-

Aims and Objectives

"The alms of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate",

140.142 NORTHFIELD AVENUE, EALING, LONDON W13 9SB
TELEPHONE 0181 -566 1120 FAX 0181 - 566 1207
CUSTOMER CARE 0181 -566 0 566 WEE SITE fillandS.co.uk E-MAIL sales@MLandS.co.uk

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).
Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).
Newsletter: This Newsletter is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to
the Newsletter Editor (address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in
the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

CDXC Web site:

http://www.CDXC.org.uk

talk :

[ilditillt ANTE MI'
a very special deal for CllIC members
]11 1\ 7

174111

I. . .LID. dii

FROM

Mt& T

D6000

FROM THESE IIST PRICES!

CUSHCRAFT
COMMUNICATIONS ANTINNAIII

R7000 HF Vertical

R6000 Vertical

The R700 is a half wave vertical which features
10 - 40 meters including WARC bands
expandable to 80m. Slim profile, ruggedly
constructed traps, no ground radials required
make it the ideal choice for small gardens.

6, 10, 12, 15, 17, 20 mfrs

57000

10, 12, 15, 17, 20, 30, AO mew 1389.95

1500 Watts

Height..... . .,..„...,,.., . . . .-,.5 8 mtrs (19f)
'
5.6 kg
Weight

80nnr odd on kit for 57000
580
APRISA...Rodial kit lor vertical antennas

£129.95
£54.95

NO GROUND RADIALS REQUIRED

VHF Verticals

HF Multi•Band Beams

We are now able to offer a range of high quality CDXC clothing, which contain an embroidered CDXC logo and your callsign,
also embroidered. The quality of the clothing is exceptional, as those who have seen it will testify We have standardised on

care

, and the remainder of the logo text in gold. Your callsign will be
navy blue as the colour, with a red
in red. I have
arranged with the supplier, Aquarian, that you may order direct from thent. Prices include your callsign (except ties, which do
not carry a callsign). Additional lines of text may be added at extra cost. Please note that postage charges listed are to UK
addresses. Please contact Aquarian direct for postage charges to other countries.

ITEM

CODE

SIZE

PRICE

S, M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL, XXL
S, M, L, XL
XXL
M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
22" to 34"
M, L, XL, XXL
36" to 48'
50"
36" to 48"
50"
36" to 48"
36" to 48"
S, M, L, XL, XXL
XXXL, XXXXL

£20.00
E21.00
£15.50
£22.00
£23.00
£23.00
£24.00
£19.00
£20.00
£19.50
£14.50
£16.00
£30.00
£32.00
£23.50
£25.50
£30.00
£23.50
£41.00
£43.50
£13.25

Sweatshirt

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve

762M

Children's Sweatshirts
Collared Sweatshirts

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve
Acrylic/Cotton

762B
WH6

Heavyweight Sweatshirts

Cotton 80%, Poly 20%

162M

Polo Shirts

Jerzee Lightweight

539M

Polo Shirts
Children's Polo Shirt
'T' Shirts
'V' Neck Pullover

Trakman Heavyweight
Jerzee Lightweight
Heavyweight 100% Cotton
Lambswool

5398
363M
#675

'V' Neck Pullover

Super Acryllic

#673

Crew Neck Pullover
Crew Neck Pullover
Bomber Jacket

Lambswool
Super Acrylic

#665
#663
MA1

THE ULTIMATE IN MULTIBAND VERTICALS!

A NEW slim silhouette vertical covering
20 metres through to 6 metres with high
tenability. There are NO TRAPS on '
6, 10, 15 metres for more efficiency and
power handling.
£299.95,
Freq
Power

CDXC CLOTHING

2mtr RINGO 1.2m long 3.75 db
£39.95
2mtr RINGO RANGER 2.8m 5.5 db _149.95
2mtr RINGO RANGER 114.3m 7 db ..£59.95
£59.95
6mtr RINGO 3.1m 3.75 db
6mtr RINGO RANGER 7.3m 5.5 db 1199.95

AR2
ARX2
ARX2B
AR6
ARX6

postage and packing £5 on each Item

Tie
ORDER FORM

I

NEW Euro Design YAGIS

I

I

ITEM
QTY
PRICE
SIZE
ALL ITEMS NAVY, WITH CDXC LOGO IN RED/GOLD. CALLSIGN IN RED

A new range designed especially for the European market

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received

VHF/UHF Beaus

10, 15, 20 mtr 7 element Yogi .E499.95 •
10, 15, 20 mtr 9 element Yogi .1749.95 '

X7
X9

10, 15, 20 mtr 3 element Yogi .£389.95
10, 15, 20 mtr 4 element Yogi .1489.95
12, 17, mtr 3 element Yogi
£299.95
£129.95
30, 40, mtr kit for A35
A744
30, 40, mtr kit for A45
£129.95
A103
30 Or kit for A3WS
£119.95
ASL 2010 Skylog ....13.5 - 32MHz
£839.95 •
A3S

A45
A3WS
A743

1392N
1782
A144105N
A148-207
7198
7298

TEN-3
104CD
154CD
203CD

10 mtr 3 element beam .L139.95 •
10 mtr 4 element beam...£289.95 •
15 mtr 4 element beam...1289.95
20 mtr 3 element beam.../359.95

postage and packing £10 '18 on TEN - 3 & 104CD

HF Rotary Dipoles
D3W
D4
D40

12, 17, 30 mtr Dipole
£199.95
10, 15, 20, AO mit. Dipole ... .E259.95
40 mtr rotary Dipole
£229.95
postage and packing 18 on each item

£129.95
£199.95
£85.95

Payment Received

£105.95

£109.95
£169.95

Logo ordered/in stock

postage and packing £5 on each item
Garments ordered

Dual Band Yogis
A27065
A27105

2m/70cm 3+3 element 7.8 dbd
2m/70cm 5+5 element 10 dbd

£59.95
£79.95

postage and packing 18 on each item

pip £10 on each item • £12 pip on each Item

HF Mono Band Beams

2mtr 13 element Yagi 15.8 dbd
2mtr 17 element Yogi 18 dbd
2mtr 10 element Yagi 13.2 dbd
2mtr 20 ele. crossed 11.1 dbd
70cm 19 element Yogi 15.5 dbd
70cm 29 element Yagi 17.8 dbd

Satellite Antennas
22X8

2mtr 22 el. OSCAR Yagi 14 dbdc
£229.95
738X8
70cm 38 el. OSCAR Yogi 15.5 dbdc /209.95
22X8 6 738X8 feature circular polarisation switching feature
postage and packing Cl an each item

6 Meier Antennu
A5035
A5055
A5065

6mtr 3 element Yogi B dbd
6mtr 5 element Yogi 10. 5 dbd
6mtr 6 element Yogi 11.6 dbd

Additional text @ £3.00 per line
Sub-Total
P&P £1.75 1 st item, £1.25 additional items
Note: Bomber jackets £3.50 P&P
CALL SIGN:
TOTAL:

postage and packing £5 on each item

YOUR NAME:
ADDRESS:

• Check out our Website: http://www.nevada.co.uk
• email us on: infoenevado.co.uk

TO A1111494, ME CUSHCRAFT SRECIAIISTS - WE USE
MEM OW THE AIR EVERYDAY/ MU RAAVE STOAT

POST CODE.
TELEPHONE

tel: 01705 662145 fax: 01705 690626
• 189 London Rd • North End • Portsmouth • Hants • P02 9AE

(coin tette atlas a
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n
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Order completed/
Despatched

I

£89.95

£149.95
£249.95

Garments received

AQUARIAN
Quarryhill Cottage
Justinhaugh
By Forfar
Angus, DD8 3TQ
Tel: 01307 860 350
Fax: 01307 860 350

CDXC GOODS
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The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.

PAPERWEIGHT

CDXC MEMBER ELECTED TO CQ CONTEST HALL OF FAME

This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.

KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
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IRCS FOR SALE
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RUBBER STAMP

CDXC EMAIL LIST
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This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio correspondence.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

11

WELCOME!
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G3WGV LOG

FIRST CDXC NORTHERN DINNER, SEPTEMBER 19th 1998
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The well known G3WGV Contest Log, which covers all the main RSGB Contests, is
only available through CDXC. The author, John Linford, has generously donated this
software to CDXC, and all proceeds from its sale go to help finance CDXC. LOG is
available to both members and non-members of CDXC. John retains ownership of the
copyright. Logs produced by LOG can be imported into the popular logging programs
such as SHACKLOG and TurboLog.

PRICING
Paperweight:

£2.50

not available mail order

Key Fob:

£1.50

including post/packing to UK

Rubber Stamp:

£5.00

including post/packing to UK

£25.00

including post/packing to UK

G3WGV Log:

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Alan Jubb, G3PMR, 30 West Street, Great Gransden, Sandy, Beds SG19 3AU, UK

CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.
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It is virtually certain that Don Field, G3XTT, will be elected for his third
term as Newsletter Editor at the forthcoming AGM. Please send all future
contributions for the Newsletter to Don, who will accept input either electronically or via snail mail (Don's address appears on the front cover under
Contest Co-ordinator). Submissions should preferably be in ASCII text or
Word (any version) format.

CONTEST CALENDAR

CDXC MEMBER ELECTED TO
CQ CONTEST HALL OF FAME
by Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG, CDXC Vice-Chairman

Congratulations to CDXC member and top UK contester Roger Western, G35XW, who was inducted into the CQ Contest 'Hall of Fame' at
the Dayton Contest Dinner on 16 May.
Roger won recognition from his peers for over 25 years of top contest
activity, culminating in recent years with a series of winning CQ WW
CW multi-multi contest expeditions to Togo as 5V7A, Three US ama; teurs were also inducted into the Hall of Fame: Glenn Rattmann,
K6NA; Gene Walsh, N2AA; and Dick Frey, WA2AAU.
On a personal level, I have known Roger for 20 years, first meeting
him in 1978 when he was EP2IA and I was EP25L. He encouraged me in
my first ever HF contest activity, in CQ WW 558 in October of that
year, when I made just a couple of hundred contacts and thought I
was doing really well. A month later I was pleased to give Roger the
EP2 multiplier in CQ WW CW - my first, and one of my very few CW
QSOs ever!

European HF Championship
WAE DX CW
SARTG WW RTTY Ctst
SEANET WW DX Ctst
W/VE Islands Ctst
Top of Europe WW Grid Ctst
All Asia DX Ctst
IARU Region 1 Field Day
NA Sprint
WAE DX Ctst
NA Sprint
Scandinavian Activity Ctst
CQ WW DX RTTY
Scandinavian Activity Ctst

CW
RTTY
SSB
CW
SSB
SSB
CW
SSB
SSB
CW
RTTY
SSB

1000-2200 August 1st
0000 Aug 8- 2400 Aug 9
0000 Aug 15-1600 Aug 16
0000 Aug 15-2400 Aug 16
1700 Aug 15-2300 Aug 16
1200 Aug 22-1200 Aug 23
0000 Sept 5-2400 Sept 6
1500 Sep 5-1500 Sep 6
0000-0359 Sep 6
0000 Sep 12-2400 Sep 13
0000-0359 Sep 13
1500 Sep 19-1800 Sep 20
0000 Sep 26-2400 Sep 27
1500 Sep 26-1800 Sep 27

WO /Vag V/5/cf
CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

Cushcraft A35 Tribander.

We have just completed another major marketing initiative. We identified around 550
UK stations, all non-members, who worked
9MOC or who updated their DXCC or IOTA
scores in 1997. We accessed their addresses
on the Callbook CD ROM and have now
written to 505 stations. The balance of 45
either had "address withheld" or "QSL via
bureau" in their entries. All 505 have received a letter from yours truly, a prospectus
and application form, a back-copy of the
newsletter and flyers about the RSGB HF
Convention and the new IOTA Yearbook.
We have been able to share the costs of the
mailing with the RSGB and this achieved a
significant saving. Some positive responses
have already been received - this is very encouraging as the letters were only mailed on
19 June. I am very grateful for my XYL
Trish's support in this exercise. She commented "I cannot think of anything more
boring than stuffing 500 envelopes and, at
the same time, having to watch England get
thrashed at the Test Match!"
Our other marketing initiative is being carried out by Phil G3SWH as QSL manager
for 9MOC. He is mailing CDXC flyers with
the direct cards and at the time of writing
had replied to over 4,000 requests. No bureau cards have as yet been received by
Phil. Keep up the good work Phil, the task
you are undertaking is a formidable one we estimate about 30,000 cards will be distributed by the end of the project.

Nick VK2ICVNK9LX
44

Every member should have received a flyer
and booking form for the convention. There
is one point of clarification on the programme - DXCC card checking will take
place as usual on both the Saturday and
Sunday and not just on the Sunday as may
be implied from the flyer. The bookings are

flowing in and at the time of writing there
were already 45 firm bookings. Members
may have missed an important note on the
booking form stating that there are now 18
bedrooms at the Beaumont with standard 4ft
6in beds. These will be allocated on a first
come - first served basis. They are already
being booked so do get your bookings in as
soon as possible. For telephone bookings
contact Fay on 01707 659015.
I attended both the Visalia and Dayton conventions this year and came across large
numbers of CDXC members. This was my
first visit to Visalia and it was most enjoyable. I had the task of giving the talk on
9MOC at the DX Dinner with over 600 present. This was quite a challenge - judging
from the discussions afterwards there
seemed to be real interest in our LF antennas and in many aspects of the technology the mini cluster, the server system, the
propagation systems, etc., Eight W6's asked
to join the next one!
At Visalia I particularly enjoyed the excellent lunch barbecue at US Towers nearby. A
wide range of masts were on show including
a telescopic 200 footer which required no
guying. It was simply massive. Another
tower, a 150 footer, had a full-sized 3 element 80m beam on top. I really thought it
was a 40m beam when I first saw it! It must
have been an absolute monster when on the
ground with 3 130 feet elements and a boom
of around 100 feet!
There were some excellent talks too. One
particular talk was about some tests on an
antenna range of various tribanders. There
was little to choose between them except
that the Mosley Pro 67 was reported to be a
very poor performer indeed and the KT-34
seemed to have problems on 15m.
Compared to Visalia, Dayton was somewhat
disappointing. Everybody seemed one year

older and there were very few youngsters
around. Attendance was down to 25,000
compared with 30,000 last year - and it was
hot and humid! The hotel prices are high they jack them up for the convention - and
some motels had real problems with the air
conditioning and hot water facilities. Taxi
services were poor. This year the DX Forum
was held in a high school about a 1/2 mile
from the main Hara arena. Although the facilities there were excellent I felt that the
turnouts were poor. Don G3OZF gave the
9MOC talk - about 100 attended.

applying for the Penallt Trophy are very
low. We will be taking soundings about this
at the Summer Social and at the HF Convention.
We also agreed that we would put together
(jointly with the RSGB HF Committee) a
presentation on DXing which could be
given by a CDXC member to local radio
clubs - more about this later.
Our first Northern Dinner is to take place at
Harrogate on 19 September - there is a flyer
and booking form included with this newsletter. Let's have a good turnout. John
G3WGV is going to give a talk on 9MOC;
unfortunately Don G3OZF, Steve G4JVG
and I are unable to be there as we shall be
away that weekend.

There was not very much new kit around
although it was good to see the new Cushcraft X,14-'which looked very impressive.
The new Yaesu FT-100 - a miniature transceiver covering all bands from top band to
70cms. also looked very attractive and I am
sure will do well. ICOM's new IC-PW1 1
kW amplifier seemed to be attracting lots of
attention too - all bands HF to 6m. There
were also some wonderful bargains on the
book front. Current manuals for Word 7,
Office 97 and 1E4 were selling for 2 for $10
on the last afternoon. I could not resist
these bargains!

Lord Howe Island

Just off to Friedrichshafen to give yet another 9MOC talk!

SECRETARY'S UPDATE
Alan Jubb, G3PMR
In the May Newsletter, I mentioned that
Dao, HS8TM operated only on SEANET on
80m. As Fred, K3ZO, points out, the 80m
band is not available in Thailand. Fred says

One good piece of news for CDXC at Dayton was that Roger G3SXW was inducted
into the Contesters' Hall of Fame. Congratulations Roger and very well deserved.

"The SEANET is a 20 metre net meeting on
14320 kHz at 1200 GMT every day. 80 metres is not yet an amateur band in Thailand
- the military is reluctant to let it go. Only
on a few occasions, such as during DX
contests or IOTA operations, have the
authorities given Thai hams special temporary permission to use the 80 metre band.
Hopefully that will change some day. Some
of the people at the table with you that evening are working hard on the problem.
Thailand does have a local net, which meets
on 7060 daily at 1300 GMT. It is known as
the Thailand-Malaysia net since it is run
jointly between the9M2's and HS's."

At our Committee meeting on 20 June we
agreed to donate £200.00 to the forthcoming
Campbell Island ZL9CI DXpedition. The
GM DX Group and the RSGB DXpedition
Fund have also contributed £200.00 each.
This looks like being a very substantial operation - CDXC member Andrew GIONWG
is joining the team. Only 65,000 to beat
Andrew! We also agreed to give £100.00 to
the forthcoming FT5ZH (St Paul and Amsterdam Islands) DXpedition and £50.00 to
3D2DX/R (Rotuma) DXpedition.

UK Postage Rates to Europe

The Committee also decided to have another
look at rules for some of our trophies. We
feel that we are not getting much publicity
from the CQ WW trophies and the numbers

In case you missed it, UK postage rates to
Europe went up on April 6th. It now costs

6

Battle Creek special.
43

VK9LX LORD HOWE ISLAND DXPEDITION 1997
CQWW CW Contest Operated by; Nick VK21CV/VK9LX and Dan K8RF

LORD HOWE ISLAND is a sub tropical
island of volcanic origin eleven kilometres
in length that lies 550 kilometres east of
Port Macquarie, about 700 kilometres northeast of Sydney. This beautiful island is one
of the first three islands in the world to be
given the status of "World Heritage" due to
its unique plant and animal life. Home to the
worlds most southern coral reef Lord Howe
is home to over 500 species of fish, 90 types
of coral and 130 species of birds. Our accommodation where provided by Ebbtide
Apartments, which luckily turned out to be a
fantastic radio location with excellent shots
towards both Europe and USA. VK9LX is a
permanent callsign issued to Nick VK2ICV
(Ex: YU7XX,YU7QDT; Op- YU1EXY,
4N7A) for Lord Howe Island operations.
Nick was joined by Dan K8RF (Ex:
WT8N,VP5/K8RF-VVT8N,160 op-VP5VW,
VP5FXI3 -80 Metre op) to put Lord Howe
on the air starting on November 23, 1997
through the CQ WW CW DX contest.
VK9LX scored 5.6 million points in the
Multi-Single category, with a QSO total exceeding the current Oceania world record.
Both of us wanted to put a special effort towards "Topband" 160 metres, as well as 80
and 40 metres. Special effort was put into
good antennas for both transmit and receive
on 160 and 80 metres. The "Battlecreek
Special" was used for 160/80/40 metres,
with Beverage receiving antennas for EU
and USA. Over 550 QSOs on 160 were
made under very noisy conditions to all
points of the globe.

the Beverage towards EU was "accidentally" installed across the neighbour's property, and after enduring RFI problems on
their telephone for several days they finally
asked that we remove the EU Beverage. For
10/15/20 metres a Cushcraft A3SDX tribander (Thanks VK4FW and the ODXG) was
used, mounted on top a 12 metre long mast.
A 40 metre delta loop was also put up.
VK9LX hit the air on November 23rd. answering, as fate would have it, The first two
hours brought 180 QSOs on 40 CW and 317
on 20 SSB, the pileups had to be heard to be
believed! After the pileups thinned out a little things got more manageable and the
QSO rates got better, hitting as high as l46
per hour on CW and peaking 250 on SSB.
By the end of the week 13,200 QSOs were
in the logbook, with over 4,400 in the CQ
WW CW contest and a score of 5.6m points
as a Multi-Single entry. We made a special
effort to work into the United Kingdom.
One need only to look at the map to see that
Lord Howe Island is a very difficult path, on
any band but especially the low
bands.GW4VEQ was the only UK station to
make it through on 160 metres, congratulations! On 80 metres G3SXW, 0300K,
G4CJY, GW3YDX, G4BWP, GIOKOW all
made it though! 40 metres was much better
into Europe, with many stations making it
into the logbook. I remember stopping the
massive pile up to call "QRZ G" and put
quite a few in the log that would have been
buried under the gigantic pile-up! Most the
contacts to Europe were short path, but we
had some really great long path openings as
well. The following savvy DXers all made it
through LONG PATH on 40 metres:
G4BWP (of course!), G3IGW, GOWAZ,
GM4GXM, GW3JXN, G3LKG, G3KWK,
G3SNN, G3NYY, GMOGAV, G3IEEV,
G3XVR, G3AZN. Some of your signals
were LOUD on the long path, it was a lot of
fun on our end to make those memorable
QSOs!

EQUIPMENT 2 x TS-930's, 2 x laptops for
logging/keying and a Dentron Amplifier.
ANTENNAS for 160, 80 and 40 metres the
famous "Battlecreek Special" was used for
transmitting, loaned to us by W8UVZ,
WOCD and K8GG. To aid in receiving two
Beverages were run, one 300 metres long
towards Europe and a second 100 metres
long towards the US. These were simple unterminated Beverages, but they made a night
and day difference in the QRN, without
them the noise was 59 plus 20dB minimum.160 would have been almost a washout if not for those two wires. Unfortunately

Many thanks to Fred G4BWP and Neville
G3NUG with the RSGB HF Committee and
the Chiltern DX Group for arranging much
needed funding for this operation!
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30p to send a letter of up to 20g to any
European destination, irrespective of
whether it is in an EU member state or not.
This is an increase of 4p to EU countries,
and a reduction of 1p to other European
countries. Rates for other weights and other
continents remain unchanged.
CDXC Web Site

The CDXC Web Site may be found at:
http://www.cdxc.org.uk

This site was created and initially maintained by Steve, G4UOL. Steve did a great
job on this, but has now 'retired' as CDXC
Webmaster. Thanks for all your work,
Steve. Taking over from Steve is Lee,
2EOABT. Lee is the son of CDXC member
Paul, G4CCZ, who runs the server that hosts
the CDXC site. Lee is in the process of redesigning the site — have a look, and send
your comments to the new Secretary.
DXpedition Funding
At the Committee Meeting on June 20' h,
CDXC agreed to fund the following DXpeditions:

3D2DX Rotuma/Fiji - Aug/Sep 98, £50
funding. The operator will be EA4DX, who
put on the very successful 8Q7XX operation
last year. The RSGB HF Committee and
GMDX group may also contribute a similar
amount.
9-25th January
1999, £200 funding. Campbell Island is being declared a World Heritage Park at the
end of 1999, so it will probably be the last
chance to work Campbell Island for some
time. The GMDX group and RSGB HF
Committee will also be contributing £200
each.
ZL9CI Campbell Island

-

FTSZ Amsterdam Is - FT5ZH, December

1998, £100 funding. This will be a four
week operation by members of the Lyon
DX Gang, operated by F5PFP and F5SIH.

Landing and operating permission has been
granted and a licence obtained. The RSGB
HF Committee and GMDX group will also
contribute £100 each.
Northern Dinner

The first CDXC Northern Dinner will be
held on Saturday September 19 1h at the Majestic Hotel, Harrogate. See separate announcement for full details. Beryl and I are
planning to attend, along with Mike G4PFF
and Ann. We look forward to meeting many
of our northern members. This event has
been organised by David Whitaker,
BRS25429 — our thanks to David for that.
Bill Hosie, VK6ACY
I recently had an enquiry about CDXC
membership from Bill Hosie, VK6ACY.
Bill has quite an antenna farm, which would
make the majority of CDXC members green
with envy. Bill's antenna farm was featured
on the front cover of the May 1997 issue of
Amateur Radio, the journal of the Wireless
Institute of Australia. Antennas include a
40m three element Yagi at 43m above
ground; an 80m four square array consisting
of four quarter wave verticals, each with 48
quarter wave ground radials; a six element
20m Yagi at 43m high; and a four by seven
element stack for 6m at 80 feet high. In his
letter, Bill says "I have since added a 230
foot tower to support a 160 metre four
square and three element 75 metre Yagi.".

Envious??
Bill is also licensed as ZS5ACY and is busy
preparing a new antenna farm at his other
QTH, which is 6600 feet above sea.level,
215km north west of Durban. Bill, who is an
RSGB member, spends half the year at his
VK6 QTH, which is 70km north of Perth,
and half the year at his ZS5 QTH.
Bill congratulates CDXC on the Spratly
DXpedition, and says he plans to become
actively involved in DXpeditions in the future.

I hope that we will soon be welcoming Bill
as a CDXC member.
HF Convention
As usual, CDXC will have a display at the
RSGB International HF & IOTA Convention, which is being held at the Beaumont
Centre, Old Windsor, from October 9 th to
11 th. This year, our display will be on the
ground floor, as part of an HF Village. To
allow the Committee to see something of
the convention, we would like some volunteers to help man the CDXC exhibit. If you
are willing to spare an hour of your time,
please let the new Secretary know (the only
nomination received to date for the post of
Secretary is Barry Cooper, G4RKO, so it is
likely to be Barry). Please let him know preferred date and time.
New DXCC Entities

I never did make a QSO with FOOFR from
Nuku-Hiva, Marquesas Islands to get my
third potential 'new one'. Propagation conditions nose-dived after the FOOFI operation
from Rurutu, and the FOOFR signal was
very weak at my QTH, and I just couldn't
break the pile-up. However, I did manage to
work the FOOMAC mid June operation
from there, even though signal strength was
also quite low (there is a mountain between
the operating QTH and Europe). Also there
are a number of resident operators on the
Marquesas: FOSDS, FO5LZ, FO5MK and
FO5QG, although I have only heard the latter, who can be found on 14.122.5 most
mornings, usually with a good signal. I also
worked FOOPAP from the Australs in mid
June, to bag that one on phone, to complement my CW QSO with FOOFI..
I got my FOOFI QSL card in early June; the
H4OAA cards will be available at
Friederichshaven.
I believe we will hear the outcome of the
applications for additions to the DXCC list
for the three new entities some time in July.

Odds and Ends
Have you ever found it a chore continually
swapping CDROMs on your PC? I have, but
recently solved this problem by fitting a five
CD platter drive. Now I can have thi Call
Book, QSL Routes and CallSeeker
CDROMs on line all the time, plus a couple
of others too.
Congratulations to the following CDXC
members for their 1997 CQ WW SSB results — these are based on raw claimed
scores, and are therefore as yet unconfirmed. All are world single op category:
Steve, GW4BLE, 24th. all band, high power.
George, 5B4AGC, 1•14MHz, high power
Don, G3XTT,13 th, 3.7MHz, low power
I was recently privileged to meet The Princess Electra Marconi at the opening of a
communication company's new facility not
far from Cambridge. There was only time
for a few words, but it was a great thrill for
me to meet the daughter of the Great Man!
Membership Drive

505 G stations who are not members of
CDXC but are members of DXCC, IOTA,
or worked Spratly have been mailed recently with a letter encouraging them to join
CDXC. Our thanks to Neville, G3NUG &
Trish for all the hard work involved in producing this mail-shot. This is expected to
result in a significant increase in membership of CDXC. CDXC flyers are also being
sent out with 9MOC direct QSLs - two new
members have been received so far as a result.
DXpedition QSL Managers
I have never really understood why DXpeditions appoint a QSL Manager who is not a
member of the operating team. It seems to
me that the operating team have all the fun
and excitement, and then pass the unwanted
QSLing chore to someone who wasn't lucky
enough to experience the thrill of the pile-

to spend enough time on search-and-pounce
to catch those juicy DL, F, I and other European island expeditions as they move
around the bands.
I suppose the moral of the above, as in all
contests, is to read the rules carefully and
plan your operating accordingly, rather than
have a single modus operandi which you
apply regardless. This was brought home to
me forcibly just recently when I decided to
have a dabble in the UK Six Metre Group
summer contest. The score is QSO points
multiplied by countries worked and multiplied again by grid squares worked. And
PacketCluster is allowed in all categories.
With countries and squares having such a
major impact on final score, you simply
can't afford to miss any, so a serious operator can't afford to be without Packet and
must also spend time on search and pounce
to catch those elusive mults. I was surprised,
therefore, that one of the consistently loudest stations on the band was a portable who
stayed on the same frequency, CQing for the
whole 24 hours of the contest. They must
have one of the highest, if not the highest,
QSO totals, but will almost certainly have
missed out on quite a few of the mults.
When there were less than 20 countries to
be worked in total, and some of them workable only for a few minutes via Sporadic E,
you simply couldn't afford to take this risk.

Contest Stuff on Internet
The ARRL has been coming in for a lot of
flack on the Contest Reflector for its presentation of the results of last year's ARRL
10m Contest. Many high scorers, who submitted their logs via Internet and received an
e-mail acknowledgement from the ARRL,
have found that their scores are not listed.
The actual write-up is also, apparently (I
have yet to see it myself), on the cursory
side. In the UK we often complain about the
limited space allocated in RadCom to contest results, though we can usually count on

the Contest Committee to do an accurate job
of checking and of the write-ups (mind you,
there appears to have been a major cock-up
this year with the 7MHz contest, with the
logs going missing en masse in the postal
system en route from one Committee member to another, and no record having been
kept by the Contests Committee even to the
extent of whose logs had been received!).
The gist of the Contest Reflector debate,
quite apart from the frustration at having
operated 48 hours, only for your log to be
mislaid, is that contesting is hardly a minority activity, when a major contest such as
the 10m event attracts thousands of entries,
with many thousands more giving out contest QSOs. And contesters, more so than
most "shack on the belt" operators, spend
large amounts of money with QST advertisers, have the most effective stations when
disaster communications are needed, etc. It's
an interesting one, given that recent information in QST makes it clear that ARRL
subsidises the DXCC program to the tune of
$100,000 a year, despite a run rate of six to
seven thousand updates and new claims a
year (all but 700 of which are ARRL members), whereas there must be at least this
many ARRL members participate actively
in the various ARRL contests in the course
of a year, in addition to the many overseas
hams who also come on for those contests.
A case of misplaced priorities, perhaps?
That's it for another issue. Next time, with
the nights drawing in, let's have any
thoughts and advice on low band contesting.
What strategies to adopt for single-band
contesting at LF? Do you need both highand low-angle antennas? If doing a multiband effort, what factors do you need to
think about in deciding how much to focus
on the low bands? And so on. Input to me
please by 20th August.
73 Don G3XTT, NK1G

ops to work us on a few bands?

downturn in propagation as ionospheric absorption increases.

4) Please tell us your antenna and transmit
power:

To my mind, it is these factors that make
summer contests interesting. Too many of
our contests have become "more of the
same", so to run a contest when propagation
is significantly different is to add a different
dimension.

Many thanks for your assistance in this survey, and more importantly, thanks for the
QSO!
We look forward to working you again in
the 1998 CQ WW CW Contest on a few
bands.

During June and July in particular, we can
expect to find Sporadic E on 10 metres,
which forces the multiband entrant to keep a
close eye on 10 for possible openings. This
is especially true of the RSGB HF Field
Day, of course, where 10m contacts score
double points.

Can you imagine getting one of these for
every QSO in CQWW! I thought the market
researchers only contact me by phone when
I am starting my evening meal!!
Steve G4OWT

Another feature of summer contests is the
limited hours of darkness. This forces some
serious thinking about how to balance
chasing the rates on 20 metres (which can
often be open right through the night) with
ensuring that you make a reasonable total on
40 and 80 (and 160 where the contest includes this). Of course, the great thing about
the low bands at this time of the year is that
you can be rewarded with some nice southern hemisphere DX, with the distant ops
enjoying the opportunity to contest without
the static problems that they encounter in
CQWW.

(ed's comment: I received one of these too.
In my view, all credit to the team concerned
for their creative approach to trying to increase their score in future contests. I responded to the questionnaire, and got a very
nice thank you note in return. Although, as
Steve says, I wouldn't want to receive such a
questionnaire from every contest station I
work!)

Summer Contests
I said last time that I would take a look at
operating the summer contests (IARU,
IOTA, etc.), though I accept that for amateurs in the southern hemisphere they are
actually winter contests, and a good opportunity to contest with a little less static than
usual!

The unique feature of the IARU contest is
that IARU HQ societies count as additional
multipliers. The nice thing about this in
Europe is that there are many such societies
within first skip, so there is no excuse for
missing out on all these extra mults.

At the time of writing I have received no input to this topic from others, so you will
have to put up with G3XTT's thoughts instead!

The other major July contest is, of course,
IOTA. Again, by far the majority of the
multipliers tend to be within first skip, so it
is easy to amass a substantial score, even
with a modest station. When I won the 24
hour mixed-mode section for UK a couple
of years back (which, incidentally, didn't
even merit a mention in the write-up!), I did
so not with a particularly high QSO total,
but with a high multiplier total. The trick is

There seems to be a view among many
hams (and the majority of hams, bear in
mind, live in the northern hemisphere) that
major contests should take place in the
September to April period. This avoids conflicts with summer, outdoor activities and
also avoids summer static and the inevitable

40

ups. This is not intended as a dig at anyone
or any DXpedition team — just a comment
on something that's puzzled me for a long
time. Maybe this will raise some discussion
in the correspondence section of the next
Newsletter?

are demanding my time, and I need to hand
over to someone else.

I fully understand why QSL Managers are
used to service the QSL needs of stations
operating from countries where the postal
system is of dubious reliability, or where a
DX station resident in a rare country and
wouldn't operate pile-ups because of the ensuing QSL chore.
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I look forward to meeting many of you at
the HF Convention in Windsor and at the
AGM/Summer Social.

Alan Jubb, G3PMR

G5RV HERE AT 200 FT OM...
Derek G3NKS sent along a cutting from the
Washington Post describing how a new Virginia law permits hams to erect antennas up
to 7511 high in urban areas, and up to 200ft
in rural areas. This law takes precedence
over local statutes which have limited hams,
for example in Arlington County, to a mere
58ft in residential neighbourhoods.

Whatever the reason, QSL Managers do a
great job for those of us who are QSL collectors.
Au Revoir
As you know, I'm standing down from the
Committee at the AGM in July, so this will
be my last piece as Secretary.

Hams in Virginia took up the fight at state
level when some counties in the south-west
of the state tried to ban towers of 15ft or
less. One of the main arguments for allowing greater heights is that of emergency preparedness which, quite rightly, continues to
carry a lot of weight in the US, especially in
states which are subject to extremes of
weather and other natural disasters. If only
the British government would take note.

I have to say that I've enjoyed my six years
on the Committee, and have learned much
about DXing by working with some of the
UK's leading DXers. I'd like to thank everyone (Committee and Members) for their
support over the years, especially during my
time as Newsletter Editor. I'd also like to
thank the XYLs of various Committee
Members for putting up with Committee
Meetings in their homes, and for providing
very welcome sustenance! I shall, of course,
remain a member of CDXC, and hope to
keep on learning!

IRCS FOR SALE
Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH, still has
several hundred IRC's for sale at 50
pence each, plus an SASE. Cheques
in Sterling please, payable to P A &
J R Whitchurch. All proceeds go to
the 9MOC DXpedition fund, but the
cash helps with purchasing stamps
etc.

It's with some sadness that I write this final
piece — I shall miss my direct involvement
with the running of CDXC, after six years
on the Committee. However, other things

POSTBAG
QSL MANAGING

Newsletter, as always with great interest. I
just love this organisation. I note that you
will be standing for the envious job of Editor. With that in mind I wish to pass along
some info for you:

From Bob, WB2YQH

Dear Don (G3XTT),
I just started reading the May CDXC
9

I am in the market to add to my duties as
QSL Manager. My flock is retiring slowly.
VP2MGG returned to UK and XT2DP is off
for 1 year in the States.
So I have all QRT stations including
VP9MN, KG4MN, and a host of other VP9
stations coming in thru the bureau.
VP9ANV was this year's Special Event Station.
I would appreciate a mention of the offer to
a permanent station, small-medium DXpedition or even IOTA DXpedition. I prefer
computer logging and can supply a full program to the station. Even if they utilise a
programme, I can import it here. I do have
E-Mail for log transfer if needed. The rest

of the arrangements can be dealt with the
individual.
I have the system, and can handle just about
anything. Been doing it for 10 years now.
My reputation appears much appreciated as
you might know.
If you need fast turnaround and I DO QSL
VIA BUREAU. My logs are always open
too. The last two have seen much discussion on the reflectors any other info, let me
know. You can run my address and e-mail
if you like or good in the Callbook for past
12 years.
Tnx and on to the next pileup!

CDXC EMAIL LIST
Alan Jubb, G3PMR
This is an updated list, following all the
changes received as a result of this item appearing in the May Newsletter. Further updates should be sent to the new Secretary.
5B4AFB
5B4ACrC
9H1EL
9H1XH
9M2OM
BRS25429
BRS31976
BRS32525
DL2HCB
61501
OOAEV
GOA1X
OOFUV
COOKY
001004
OOKRL
GOLKX
000PB
OOPCA
COPSE
GOSAH
GOSBQ
GOSWG
GOTSM
GOWAZ
02HDR
03AL1
03COl
G3FKM
03GHS
GIGIQ
03HTA
0312D
031QJ
G3KLL

O3KWK
03KZR
G3LZQ
G3MLO
G3NKC
G3NKS
O3NOH
G3NUG
G3OFW
G3OUF/VE6DXX
030UF/VE6DXX
030ZF

alf@spidemet.com.cy
geo@spidemet.corn cy
9h 1 el@global.net.mt
cachgmeltanet net
g3nom@ibm.net
brs25429@compuserve.com
BRS3 1976@aol.com
brs32525@compuserve.com
bert.maithics@r-date.de
okancp@Eolie
Steve. rcedigmestz co.uk
gOaix@eol.com
joluk§waldron.softnet.co.uk
gOgky@rncinail.com
gOhxn@aol.com
GOKRL©emarkt.com
vincent@vdeneck.demon.co.uk
gOopb@compuserve.corn
ken®Icen-godwin.riernon.co.uk
tom@tctaylor.demon. co.uk
gOsah@Aol.com
patgOsbq@enterprisc.net
s.earle@altavistamet
gOtsni®aol.com
herbg0waz@aol.com
Cyril.Chaponan@Mintemet.com
small@barn.kerne.co.uk
G3coj@sol. corn
101546.1013@CompuScrye.COM
03GHS.geoff@brintemet.com
HenryLewis@compuserve.com
g3hta@Mintemet.com
g3izd@devies.nct I .co.uk
graham@annwn.derncalco.uk
B.Mercer@blintemet.com

031UT
G3PMR
O3PQA
O3PSM
G3RFX
O3RIR
CORTE
G3RVM
G3RZP
03SBP
G3SED
G3SMP
G3SWH
G3SXW
G3TMA
G3UOF
(DUNE
03VBL
03VMW
03VRY
O3VXJ
03WON
O3WOV
03WKL
O3WNI
O3WYW
03XTr
03XVF
03XRJ
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gMcwIcroger@aol.com
iansdayies ®aol.corn
G3LZQ@seltec.co.uk
peter@g3m1o.demon.co.uk
dew. sharred@sagern.co . uk
derelcag3nks.donce.co.uk
g3noh@ool.com
g3nug@brinternet.com
106071.3357@cocripuscrve.com
g3ouf@sol.com
VE6DXX@AOL.com
G30Z.F@Etintemet.corn
da Ykin@netcom. co.uk
Bob03PJT©compuserye.com
SHACKLOG@aol.com
john.rogers@mcmail.com
G3PSM@compuserve.com
g3rfx@compuserye.com
neil(jackerley.prestel.co.uk
jkellawa@cellnet.co.uk
G3RVM®compuserve.eom
peter_chadwick@rnitel.com
WYNN ®netcomuk.co.uk
GISEDgqsl.net
jolinmalt@peston.co.uk
Phil@g3swEclemon.co.uk
g3mw@cornpuserve.ean
106315.707©compuserve.com
g3uo1@aol.com
Leuriernar@aol.corn
glYbi(4netcomulc.co.uk
Steve. wilsort@yeg.co.uk
83yry4aol.com
prs117164@pop.prestel.co.uk
david@mlin.demcnco.ulc
g3wgy@aol.corn
g3wkl@pagnelickmon.co.uk
w.lindsay-smith@yirginnet
bigwoodp@yeesuclanon.c6uk
sho@lineone.net
g3xvigAinternet.com
03XRJ@Mintemeicom

Super Duper latest
From Paul, El5DI: I've just released V9.13
of SD/SDV. They use key files, unique to
each registered user, to enable full facilities
in the DEMO software that may be freely
downloaded from my website. I no longer
have to compile programs with individual
callsigns and users can download updates
without having to request them from me.
Here's the line-up of SD contest loggers. I've
supplied custom programs for "difficult"
contests that no other loggers score correctly. You can download them all, together
with the manual in Word 6.
SD - Many HF Contests.
SDX - as SD but 11,000 QSO capacity on a
486DX or better.
SDC - RSGB Commonwealth Contest.
SDI - RSGB IOTA Contest.
SDIOTA - as SDI but 11,000 QSO capacity
on a 486DX.
SDU - UBA and REF Contests (both sides).
SDL - Many HF Contests for SWLs.
SDV - Many VHF Contests.

"Thanks for working 6Y.. in the past CQ
WW CW Contest in November of 1997! We
are planning another multi-multi operation
from Jamaica in the 98 CQWW CW Contest. I wonder if you can answer a few questions for us so we can learn a little more
about some of the people that worked us? A
little perspective: Of the 14,967 QSOs made
by 6Y.. in the 97 CQ WW CW Contest,
there were 8400+ individual calls in the log.
Of those 8400 calls, there were over 5000
calls that only worked us on 1 band! We realise that most of those 5000 calls were casual ops, but we are trying to find out what
might entice them to make a few more
QSO's with us on other bands. And you
guessed it, your call only appears in our log
once, and that QSO was on 15m.
1) Since we only have you logged once,
was this a valid QSO (i.e. did we get
your call correct? If not, we busted it,
and you can stop here)
2) Why did you only work 6Y.. on one
band? (please answer all that apply):
I was a single band entry...
I only have antenna for that band...
I am a WPX chaser...
I only needed 6Y4.. for a new country...
I only made a limited number of contacts and 6Y4A was lucky...
I just "missed" 6Y4. on other bands...
I didn't have more time to find 6Y4A
on other bands...
I didn't hear 6Y4 on the other bands...
The pile-up was too big on other
bands...
6Y4.. was sending too fast on other
bands...
Other reason
(please state)

SDI, SDIOTA and SDL are freeware. The
other programs are shareware. SD is unrestricted in contests with area multipliers and
fixed points per QSO but is otherwise limited to 30 QSOs without a valid key file.
73, Paul EI5DI
okaneo®ioLie http://www.ioLie/—okanep
From Steve, G40W7': I thought I would
share this e-mail with the readers of the
CDXC Magazine.
Every year I normally have a bash in the
CQWW CW, nothing serious just a chance
to fill in some bands for some new ones. It's
normally good fun and keeps my ears up to
speed! Well today I received this email out
of the blue. I have cut the callsign down to
prefix to keep its anonymity.

3) What would make you take the extra effort to work us on another band?
Special QSL card for multiple QSO's?
Being spotted on packet more?
Nothing...

"Hello Steve,
Can you suggest other ways to get casual
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Oat of subtle rule changes, the majority of
entrants are working to brief abstracts of the
rules which have appeared in their national
magazines. In some cases these rules are not
even up-to-date, but have simply been
brought forward from a previous year's issue.

accepted wisdom, especially as they were
operating from a location close to the US,
when it might have been thought that low
horizontal antennas, with relatively high angles of radiation, would have been ideal.
The articles which have appeared, for example in CQ Contest, certainly provide food
for thought, and are well worth reading.
They won't help you if you operate from
home, as the team's success depends very
much on having the antennas close to the
sea (ideally within a quarter-wave of the
sea, in fact), but very relevant for contest
expeditions to island locations. Our 9MOC
efforts certainly support the argument, in
that our vertical arrays for 80, 40 and 30
worked like magic. In retrospect, it's perhaps a pity we didn't try the same thing on
the high bands in order to do some side-byside comparisons with the HF Yagis. Incidentally, one of the benefits of the 6Y4A
approach was that they were able to take
gain antennas for 80 through 10 metres, plus
a single vertical for 160, within two people's airline luggage allowance.

This, of course, could give an edge to competitors who know the rules in detail and
exploit them to their advantage. The organisers of the CQ contests hope to improve
things by putting the full contest rules on the
. Web in all the major languages, which is an
excellent step forward. Hopefully we will
see other contest organisers starting to do
the same.

UBN Reports
As I said last time, CQ Magazine have been

making available UBN reports on-line to
everyone who submitted their log by e-mail.
What, some of you may ask, is a UBN Report. Simple. CQ analyses logs for Unknown (U), Busted (B) and Not in Log (N)
calls. You can see from the analysis how
well you did. For example, in CQ WW
Phone i operated low-power 80m. As such I
got to work mainly the big boys, so I didn't
have many Us or Bs but, because I was
weak with them, several stations busted my
call, so I ended up as an N.

G3 YBO
03 YRP
03ZA Y
03ZRS
O3ZSS
C4BUE
G4BUO
G4CCZ
G4CMT
04DQW
041ICS
GCMG
04KXG
G4LIP
0400E/W4EE
040TY
040WT
G4PDQ
G4PFF
G4POF
04110K
04RK0
04RWD
04SOF
GITSH
G4UOL
04 NOM
G4 VPM
G4 VRX
G4WVX
O4ZFE
GOZVJ
CISHY
G6LX
G6QQ
GIONWG
GIOTLI
OI3FJX

g3ybo@compuserve.com
dudleic@aol. corn
GlZAY@dial.pipex.com
peter@lineararnpuk.u-netcom
pbecon@iee. erg
g4bue@edur-press.prestel.cauk
04BU0@conipuserve. corn
g4ccg)dialin.co.uk
randreanstgeol.corn
jkaymuski@sitaaps.org
hilary@g4j ks. demon. co . uk
g4jvg@Blintemet.com
g4taggcompuserve. corn
G4LIF@Compusern.Coin
Nick_Langmeed@classic.msn.com
g4oty@cornpuserve.com
steve@g4owt.demon.co.uk
john@g4pdq. demon.co .ulc
g4pff@eol.com
jphart@ibm.net
hutchinsondibleyltd@blintanet. corn
cooperb@g4rko.demon.co.uk
ken@g4rwd.demon.cauk
je fig4so f@aol. corn
justin@g4tsh.danon.co.uk
steve@g4uol.demon.co.uk
aludlow@rammail.rem.co.uk
astaffor@de.inind.com
g4vrx@aol.com
bruce@wwuctm.com
richard@babbege.demort.co.uk
andy@g4rvj Amon. co.uk
david.wilkins@kenwood-electronics.co.uk
G6LX@sol.com
davdut@peston...uk
andrew ®giOnwg.demon.co .ulc
alex@giOtjj.demon.co.uk
si3tjx@dircon.co.uk

ONMWA
0.13LF2

GMOUHC
GM3PPE
GM3 Y TS
GM4KLN
GM4S1D
GM4UZY
OWORTA
GW3CDP
OW4BLE
OW4BVJ
GW4KHQ
HSO/GUMB
HS0/04UAV
HSO/KA3TDZ
111Q/
JI6KVR
K3Z0
LA6LHA
MOADG
MOAXP
MOBLA/W3WL
N4TO
N4XDQ
NN2C

truddell@qullac.uk
gj31@itl.net
GmOuhc@msn.com
mike@sunny.damon.co. uk
8m341dn
gm
Yts@c°m
©geocPm
ities
m
.coe:m
gm4sid®copuerv.
cwm.wilson@zetnet.co.uk
erakawa@jais.co.uk
denny.gw3cdp@virgin.net
OW4BLE@BTINTERt4ET.COM
gvd4trvj@demon.co.uk
gw4lchq@btintemet.com
102 222.2036@canpuserve.com
tonnv@mozartineteo.th
hansholl@mozartinet.co.th
iljqj@amset. org
ji6lcvr@oronge.ocn.nejp

oalaun@ibm.net
hggule@online.no

daise.morris@virgin.net
jfaxholm@neicomulcco.ulc
wesley.r.lambolcy@boeing.com
n4to@ct. net
nuskham@visi.net
xmiller@ix.netcom.com
haul. vankets(grug. ae.be

ON41Z
PA3010
P. 30@dds-n1
JPINWZ
jp I nwz@cqpub.cojp
PY2DBU
hcarlota@nutectiet.combr
VE3Z1/03RBP
VE3ZI@Hotmail.com
VE3Z7J64RTO/ON9CCQ
ve3a@sympatico.ca
VKSWO
austin@pirie.mec net. nu
VS6VF
W4AO
WB2YQH
ZS1 FJ

vr2vf@netvagator.com
westbrok@alltel.net
The599Rpt@ool.
bpmfdpixie.co. za

WRTC 2000
The Organising Committee from SCC (Slo-

venia Contest Club) are at work. Fifty-one
2-member teams will be allocated as follows: 25 to Europe, 15 to North America
(12 to USA), 6 to Asia, 3 to South America,
1 to Africa, 1 to Oceania. In addition, there
will be one Defending Champion team and
one SCC team. The organisers encourage
contesters interested in the competition to
submit a preliminary application (the e-mail
address is scc@bit.si). Please give your
home call, name, address, e-mail, country
and list your official scores (as well as the
category and the call used) in the following
contests between 1995 and 1999: CQWW
CW & SSB (last one to count WW CW
1998), CQWW WPX CW & SSB (last one
to count WPX SSB 1999), IARU HF
CHAMPIONSHIPS (last one to count IARU
1999); EU HF CHAMPIONSHIP 1998 &
1999 (for European stations only). WRTC
2000 will take place during the IARU HF
Championship 2000.

What CQ don't do, as far as I am aware, is
check whether the signal report has been received correctly. It probably would be a
waste of time as such a high percentage of
reports in CQWW are 59(9), though I'm
sure there are plenty of busted zones, especially in the case of US stations operating
outside their "given" call area, or from call
areas which straddle zones (W4 and W8 fall
into this category).

6Y4A and Vertical Arrays
The 6Y4A contest group raised many eyebrows last year when they had such success
in the ARRL and CQWW contests using
mainly vertical antennas, even on the high
bands. This seemed to fly in the face of all
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
The rules!
There was much confusion last year on whether and when people had to renew. This was
mostly caused by a basic misunderstanding of the rules, and resulted in many late renewals
and extra work
The rules are quite simple.
The CDXC membership year runs from July 1" to June 30' 1' in the following year.
New members will either have paid a full subscription, if he/she joined before December
31", or a half price subscription if he/she joined after that date. In either case, it full year's
subscription becomes due on July I".
Existing members — a full year's subscription becomes due on July 1 0'. This is true irrespective of when you renewed your subscription last year.
Please renew promptly — last year the Treasurer and other members of the Committee were
caused an inordinate amount of extra work chasing up late payers. Please help is to avoid
that work this year by renewing NOW!
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WELCOME!
The following DXers have recently joined CDXC or renewed their membership:
GOKZO
GONAR
GOPHT
GORCI
GOUVR/PAOAXE
G2FSR
G3AAK
G3GPE
G311W
G3KZR
G3MRP
G3SJJ
G3VYF
G4DMS
G4PLY
GDOHWA
GM3BKC
GM4CHX
GM4FDM
GW3CBA
GW3JSV
JA I RJU
ZL2AL

115
200
278
100+
260
303
272
294
270
100+
200+
300+
182
265
119
256
200
300+
275+
323
290

Eva Lomas
Adrian Fenton
Alan Hemmings
Alan Gibson
Ger Alcse
John Hunt
Ken Bunston
Ken Smethurst
Mike Sands
Ian Davies
Stan Butlin
Chris Burbanks
Mike Lee
Phil Freeman
Viv Morris
Peter Howard
Andrew Miller
Jim Kyle
Tom Wylie
Jack Kellaway
Derek Holmes
Kazu Ogasawara
Lee Jennings

Stockport
East Sussex
Loughborough
Grantham
North Yorks
Brighton
Lymington
Oxfordshire
Tunbridge Wells
Somerset
Birmingham
Nottingham
Basildon
Towcester
Street
Ramsey
Falkirk
Gairloch
Renfrewshire
Barry
Welshpool
Tokyo
Hastings

(Numbers indicate countries worked)

FIRST CDXC NORTHERN DINNER, SEPTEMBER 19th 1998
THE MAJESTIC HOTEL, HARROGATE
The first CDXC Northern Dinner will be held at the Majestic Hotel, Harrogate on Saturday
September 19th 1998, 19:30 for 20:00. An after-dinner presentation will be given on the 1998
CDXC 9MOC DXpedition to Spratly. As with the Annual Dinner, we expect this to be a great
evening; places are limited, so please book early! The dinner will be held in a private function
room with its own cash bar - a great place to meet before and after the dinner! The bar will be
open from 18:00.
MENU
Filo Pastry Basket Filled with Seafoods Topped with Crispy bacon and Camembert
Roast Rump of English Lamb with Crushed Potatoes and Rosemary Sauce accompanied by the
chef's selection of fresh market garden vegetables or Vegetarian dish
Iced Irish Cranachan with Compote of Red Berries
Freshly Ground Coffee served with a Selection of Sweetmeats
Payment for the meal (£19.00) is required in full in advance by cheque payable to CDXC. However, cheques will not be presented for payment until September 7th. Rooms are available at the
Majestic (01423 568 972 - mention CDXC for special rates of £50 single, £70 double including
full English Breakfast) and at other hotels in the neighbourhood. Call 01423 537 300 for details
of other hotels. A booking form including a map is enclosed with this newsletter
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qA°Z C 0 #77ST 00# 6e4 OX 77 Firstly, congratulations to Roger G3SXW,
on his induction at Dayton to the prestigious
Contest Hall of Fame, the second G to be so
honoured (the first, of course, was Al
G3FXB).
Congratulations are also due to several high
scorers in last year's WPX CW contest, especially to Andrew GIONWG who followed
up his excellent SSB win with a World 9 th
nd in Europe) score, again operating as (2
GIOKOW. 9MOC team member Jeff,
9H1EL, was World 1" on 28Milz, operating
as 9HOA. Fred G4BWP was leading European and World 3rd in the Low Power, AllBand category, signing GX4MBC, leaving
me languishing at World 1 in the same
category. And Bob G3ZEM was World 4 th,
second in Europe in the Tribander/Singleelement category. Well done all.
AFS Phone
Steve G4JVG has kindly provided advance
details of the AFS Phone results:
The 1998 Affiliated Societies (AFS) phone
contest results are being published in the
July RadCom. They show that the CDXC
'A' team of G4BUO, G3RTE and G3XTT
were in second place with a combined score
of 9152, compared with the Lichfield ARC
'A' team (G3NLY, G3SJJ and G3NAS)
score of 9452 points. CDXC 'B' team
(GOOPB/P and G4JVG) were in 19th position overall with 4384 points. If we had had
a third member of the 'B' team, who only
performed as well as G4JVG did, the 'B'
team would have been in seventh place
overall - indeed, CDXC 'B' is the highestscoring team consisting of only two members! Of the 190 individual entries, around
20 were from CDXC members, though
largely representing their own local clubs, of
course. My own pathetic score (1897 points)
was due to still being out in the garden repairing a storm-damaged fence and putting

up an 80m antenna as the contest started well, that's my excuse anyway! Seriously,
with the top six stations all making over 300
QSOs in the four-hour session, it should be
possible for anyone with a half-reasonable
station who is prepared to operate for four
hours to make at least 200 QSOs. What
about going for it in 1999?
Steve G4JVG
Single-Towers, reprise
As a follow-up to the piece last time about
contesting with a single tower, I gather there
was an interesting presentation at Visalia
about triband Yagis. The presenter had tried
various triband Yagis, firing across a lake to
a common receive aerial at the far side. By
this means it was possible to compare gain,
F/B, etc. It would be interesting to get hold
of a copy of the full presentation, but apparently the overall results can be summarised
quite simply. A Moseley tribander turned
out to be something of a rotary dummy load.
The rest of the antennas tested (I believe it
included TH5, TH7, Force 12 C3, KT-34,
etc.) were near enough identical to each
other as far as gain was concerned. This ties
in with another comment I heard recently
when a British ham attending Dayton asked
for a recommendation between the two new
heavyweight Cushcraft tribanders, the X7
and the X9. The advice was that they both
have very similar gain but that the X9, with
the longer boom, has a much cleaner radiation pattern.
Contest Rules
The editorial in the March issue of CQ
Contest was thought provoking insofar as it
raised the issue that the majority of entrants
to the major international contests are
probably in ignorance of the detailed rules.
While English-speaking subscribers to the
Internet Contest Reflector debate the minu-
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QSLing the 9MOC SWL reports has clearly
demonstrated the good and bad sides of
SWL reporting. At the time of penning this,
200 SWL reports had been answered mostly direct, but some for e-mail reports.
A few good and bad points for you to consider -

QSL, offical stamp on QSL, or similar).
Do not send QSL's. A list showing full details of the contacts should be certified by
the awards manager of a national society
(GCR). If the applicant is not a member of
a national society, all QSLs must be sent to
OZ7DAL, with sufficient postage of IRCs
for their return. Regardless of GCR,
OZ7DAL reserves the right to call for the
applicant to submit any or all of the cards
listed in the claim.

Good
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Uncluttered QSL card where relevant
details are easy to see.
Include details of more than 1 QSO.
Reporting on reception of signals
when in QSO with stations in different
continent
Ensure the date and time are correct.
Enclose sufficient postage and an sae.
Reports for different bands on same
QSL card but written in different coloured ink.

As the reply rate for SWLs can be as low as
25 per cent, SWLs need only send a list of
stations heard.
The diploma can only be claimed if contacts
are made/heard over a period of more than 7
days.
Basic NATIONAL: 7 contacts anywhere in
the world, OZ7DAL, is mandatory as one of
the 7 contacts.

Bad
1.
2.
3.
4.

Not including callsigns of any stations
worked.
Incorrect time.
Taking QSOs from the Packet or Web
Cluster.
Sending 6 QSL cards but only 1 IRC
for return postage.

Upgrade CONTINENTAL: Additional 8
contacts. New total 15 must represent
minimum 4 countries.

Finally, Mike GM4SUC has managed to get
the organisers of the Fyrskib XXI Diplom
for hearing Lightships and Lighthouses
world-wide to add an SWL category. Here
are the rules -

Valid for the diploma are QSLs for contacts
on or after 25 March 1994 with amateur radio stations duly authorised to operate from
active or inactive lightships or lighthouses
anywhere in the world.
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NEW HONOR ROLL
MEMBER

ENDORSEMENTS

Mixed

Phone GM4UZY 320

Phone G3OHN 152
CW
G3OHN 187
10m
GM4UZY 159

G3OHN 327

CDXC HONOR ROLL CHASER TABLE
CALL

UPDATED

CW*
Current

G3NOF

Oct-97

GOWAZ

Oct-97

GM4UZY

Feb-98

SS B
Total

117

MIXED

Current

Total

Current

Total

328

364

328

364

320

324

324

328

323

328

323

328

Sep-97

304

308

296

301

319

324

G3NKC

Oct-97

294

297

281

284

319

322

G4NXG/M

Oct-97

318

323

318

323

Upgrade TRI-CONTINENTAL: Additional
5 contacts. New total 25 must represent
minimum 8 countries in 3 continents.

G3LHJ

Feb-98

299

304

315

342

GM3PPE

Oct-97

303

309

308

314

G3NOH

Apr-98

304

309

304

309

Upgrade WORLD WIDE EXTRA: Additional 5 contacts. New total 35 must represent minimum 15 countries in 5 continents.

ZS1FJ

Apr-98

G3PMR

Jun-98

Upgrade EXCELLENCE: Additional 15
contacts. New total 50 must represent
minimum 20 countries and all 6 continents.

GOKJW/M

Sep-97

The address is: OZ7DAL, DK-8400 Ebeltoft, Denmark

QSL's must reflect QTH (Photo/drawing

This CDXC Newsletter feature lists all UK HF DXCC participants appearing in recent issues of
QST®, including callsigns and their DXCC credits.:

G4OBK

The fee for this diploma is 12 IRCs / 9 US$
/ DKK 55, including first class mail (100g.)
Upgrades: GCR + standard size SAE and 3
IRCs / 2 US$ / DKK 15, per upgrade.

Direct contacts are valid. Min RS(T) 33(8)
on any band or mode. Crossbands accepted.
We encourage VHF operators to apply with
a mix of QSLs for direct contacts and SWL.

DXCC AWARDS

Upgrade BI-CONTINENTAL: Additional 5
contacts. New total 20 must represent
minimum 6 countries in 2 continents.

Upgrade WORLD WIDE: Additional 5
contacts. New total 30 must represent
minimum 10 countries in 4 continents.

The diploma is issued by OZ7DAL, Danish
Amateur Lightship, located on board
'FYRSKIB XXI', and is available in 7
classes to licenced amateurs and SWLs as a
basic diploma with 6 upgrades.

OXCGWORT

286

290

298

301

301

304

261

265

296

300

261

265

261

265

This is the final appearance of the Table as the incoming ed .tor has decided to discontinue this
feature due to lack of interest. The table has been published every fourth month since July, 1995.
By mid 1997 around 10% of members were contributing. Precisely why now only a dozen out of
350+ DXers are interested in submitting their scores is beyond your outgoing editor's understanding.
The Honor Roll Chaser Certificate programme is also concluded as the sponsor (G4DYO) is
now QRT and is leaving CDXC. A total of 27 free certificates were claimed, but none during the
last 12 months.
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t-it/FA.94t TOP/Cs
RSGB IOTA MILLENNIUM PROGRAMME
Examples of how to score:
Points per Contact No. of Contacts

Score

cf117//t/flagol 7eac4e/ ,-, gADY32525
After all the SWL articles that have appeared recently something had to go wrong.
It did. I missed the deadline last time!

Normal groups
1
75
Premium groups
3
50
Total
Qualifies for Bronze Certificate - Minimu m 225 points

75
150
225

Back on track for this issue, the main activity at the time of penning this piece seems to
be the number of French special event stations celebrating the World Cup. The
TM.CMF callsigns run until 12 July, the day

Normal groups
1
150
Premium groups
3
100
Total
Qualifies for Silver Certificate - Minimum 450 points

150
300
450

TMICMF : Marseille
TM2CMF : Toulouse
TM3CMF : Bordeaux
TM4CMF : Montpellier

Normal groups
1
103
Premium groups
3
116
Total
Qualifies for Silver Certificate - Minimum 450 points

103
348
451

Normal groups
1
315
Premium groups
3
195
Total
Qualifies for Gold Certificate - Minimum 900 points

315

Normal groups
1
500
Premium groups
3
134
Total
Qualifies for Gold Certificate - Minimum 900 points

500
402
902

585
900

Note: This should be read in conjunction with the article on pp 32-33 of the May issue.

G5RP TROPHY
The G5RP trophy is awarded annually as an encouragement to newcomers to HF DXing. This
trophy is awarded to someone making rapid progress in DXing in the recent past, which only
newcomers have the scope to do. However the award is not limited to youngsters or the newly
licensed- the DX bug can bite at any age and after many years of being licensed.
Experienced HF DXers are able to reward and encourage newcomers by nominating an up-andcoming DXer for this award. Your nominations for the 1997-98 award are needed now!
This trophy is jointly awarded by the Vale of White Horse Radio Society and the HF Committee, and will be presented at the HF and IOTA Convention on 10 th October 1998.
Nominations should be sent to RSGB HF Committee do F C Handscombe G4BWP, Sandholm,
Bridge End Road, Red Lodge, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk EP28 8LQ, to arrive no later than 30
August
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of the World Cup Final. As well as these
special callsigns, French amateurs have
been able to use the prefix "FBC". There is
an award for hearing French stations during
this period. Details are as follows:
The aim of "Diplome de la coupe du monde
de Football" was to hear:

TM5CMF Saint-Etienne
TM6CMF : Nantes
TM7CMF : Lens
TM8CMF : Lyon

There are two classes:
1.

Log 5 TMxCMF + 20 French stations
using the "FBC" prefix OR

2.

Log 10 i'MxCMF + 50 FBC stations
for the "Honor roll"

TM9CMF : Paris
TMOCMF : Saint-Denis

With SWL contesting at an all time high,
the early part of the summer has provided
more events to take part in. The Helvetia
and Baltic and new SMC Midsummer contests spring easily to mind.
In a further few weeks, the RSGB SWL
contest takes place. That is played at the
same time as the IARU event on 11/12 July
and it is hoped that participation is better
than it has been in recent years.

The activity was from 12 June to 14 July
1998. The Award costs 12 IRC and is
available from the Diplome Manager :
FB1NAN Patrick Roche , 33 rue de terre
blanche , 63118Cebazat , France

Turning to HF propagation conditions, the
far better conditions at the end of
April/beginning of May were shortlived.
The SFI has dipped below, and hovered at.
the 100 level of late, but there can be no
doubt that band conditions are producing
some better DX.

The Prairie DX Group (N9PD) has announced a DXpediiton to Miquelon Island
"FP" (NA-032) from AUGUST 26th SEPTEMBER 1st, 1998. The callsign will
be FP/N9PD and they will be operating
mutli-band 10-80 meters (also maybe 6
meters), multi-mode (ssb, cw & My) continuously during the Dxpedition. SWL reports will be welcome. QSL info is direct
(SASEs or IRC appreciated) or via the bureau. Further information can be obtained at
http://www.prairiedx.com or you can send
your comments via email to Fred (KF9YL)
efl@interaccess.com

Speaking personally, 50MHz holds more
interest during the summer months and, after a slow start to the Sporadic E season,
June had provided some interesting conditions. As we climb Cycle 23, 50MHz is
going to provide excellent F2 propagation
and signals will be heard from the Americas, the Far East and even Australia. Now
is the time to consider equipping yourself
for the band - all you will need is a receiver
that covers 28MHz, a 28MHz - 50MHz
converter (try S.E.M), a psu for the converter and an antenna. Although something
like a 5 element yagi is best, you will be
surprised what can be heard using a dipole
in the loft.

Bob ZL IRS will be on Raoul Island in the
Kermadec Island Group from 28 June to 17
July. Work apparently has priority, so radio
activity may be sporadic. SWLs should
look for ZL8RS on all bands - mainly SSB
but some CW activity. The QSL information is via ZL1RS 97/98 CBA.
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THE FUTURE FOR MORSE CODE IN AMATEUR LICENSING
There has been much comment about the RSGB Council statement that it feels that Morse can
no longer be justified in the longer term as a precondition for an HF amateur licence. The arguments are being publicised widely by the Society, so there is little value in repeating them here.
As interesting, perhaps, is the position of the First Class CW Operators Club (FOC). Some two
years ago, it published a paper which represented (and still does represent) the FOC position.
Although some events have moved on since it was written, the underlying sentiments are still as
relevant. With the kind permission of FOC, we publish this article as a view from a group which
has more interest than most in the use of Morse code.
FASC and FOC
What, you may ask, is FASC7 The initials stand for 'The Future of the Amateur Service Committee' and it is a group set up by IARU to consider changes that might be proposed when the
ITU regulations covering Amateur Radio next come up for discussion - this will be at the 1999
World Radiocommunications Conference.

Yaesu equipment was used exclusively at H4OAA. From left: OH2BE,
N7NG, OH2TA, OH2BH, JA5DQH and H44GR, secretary of SIRS.

In April 1996, the Committee published a discussion paper that reflects their view on the current
regulations and looks at possible changes that might be made. The ITU regulations do, of
course, place a requirement on national administrations to ensure that those issued with an amateur licence have suitable technical and operational qualifications. Up to now, this has included a
requirement for a Morse test for licences that include operation below 30Mhz.
One of the Committee's views is that the international treaty requirement for a Morse test should
be removed. This view has, as might be imagined, raised a great deal of vociferous comment,
particularly on The Internet. Unfortunately, much of this comment reveals itself to be ignorant
and misinformed. It is clear that many of the writers have not taken the trouble to read the relevant information, have little idea of how the process of regulation operates or how the organised
Amateur Radio community, in the shape of national societies, is able to influence the views of
national administrations and, through them, the ITU.
Obviously, FOC has a strong interest in the progress of this discussion. But it is important that,
as a club, any view that we express is realistic, takes into account the long-term requirements for
the development of the hobby, and is taken from a fully informed position. At the individual
level, it is obvious that within a club of 500 members it is unrealistic and even undesirable for all
those members to share a common view. But it is important that our standing as a credible and
prestigious CW organisation is not impacted by individual members expressing views that are
fuelled more by emotion than by hard fact.
So, herewith the current facts.
The International Amateur Radio Union - IARU
This body was formed in Paris in 1925 and is the traditional watchdog and spokesman for the
world Amateur Radio community. It is organised into three Regional Organisations that correspond to the three administrative regions of the International Telecommunications Union - ITU.
Most of the world's national Amateur Radio societies belong to IARU.
ITU and Amateur Radio

Wayne A. Mills, N7NG, of DXAC fame, made a high percentage of
H4OAA CW QSOs.
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ITU is responsible for the international regulation and development of telecommunications.
Within this work, it manages the Radio Regulations that include a section dealing with the
15

Amateur and Amateur-Satellite Services. The Regulations are reviewed and revised at World
Radiocommunications Conferences (WRC) that are held every two years. The last of these was
held in 1995. Agendas for these conferences are very full and not all provisions of the regulations are reviewed at each WRC. The next review of the Articles covering Amateur Radio will
be at the conference to be held in 1999 (WRC-99). It is unclear when another opportunity to revise these articles might occur. So the international regulations covering our hobby may be set
for as much as ten years following WRC-99. IARU therefore considers it essential that any
changes that are made take into account the long term requirements for Amateur Radio.

So, what's the mechanism for change?
Firstly, it's important to understand that Amateur Radio, as such, has no seat at ITU discussions.
The only delegates are national administrations. Therefore, if the hobby wants to influence these
discussions, it can only do so through these administrations. Many national amateur radio organisations, such as ARRL and RSGB, have been notably successful over the years in developing relationships with their respective administrations to the point where they are accepted as the
natural spokesmen for the hobby and their views are often fully incorporated as part of the overall national policy towards the ITU.
IARU has also performed a vital role. At international conferences, disagreement and eventual
compromise is usually the order of the day. IARU has taken the role of co-ordinating a global
view of what the hobby wants. This means that our national societies have been able to speak
with a common voice so that when the administrations are at the ITU conference table, they can
find themselves already in broad agreement on some issues. Although IARU has no official
status at such conferences, it does physically attend the gathering and is in a position to lobby,
inform and, hopefully, influence the delegates.

A TWin Otter plane was used to carry the expedition team and their
equipment to Temotu. From left: OH2TA, N7NG, OH2BE and OH2BH.

Radio Regulations form what is, essentially, an international treaty obligation between signatories. This means that, for radio amateurs, each administration has a duty to incorporate the appropriate requirements into their own local licensing regime. Where changes are approved at a
WRC, it is usual for a date to be specified when those changes will become operational, allowing administrations time to make the necessary local arrangements to support them.

Why make changes anyway?
There are a number of reasons for change.
The Amateur community may, itself, decide that changes are needed. The WARC bands became
available as the result of support from national administrations that had been favourably influenced by IARU member societies.
There is a general movement in legislation from an attitude of restriction to one of permissiveness. That is to say that administrations are increasingly tending to the view that citizens should
be free to do something unless there is a good reason why they should not. This view is not totally driven by pressure form human rights organisations. Less regulation means less government expenditure and thus, less taxation - or perhaps, more left over to spend on other things.
With particular regard to the Morse test, it is clear that many administrations are already favourably disposed towards dropping it, at least as an international requirement. If the Amateur
Radio community feels it should be retained, it will be for them to demonstrate the need to the
administrations.
Then there is the somewhat darker side where other users of the frequency spectrum would like
to see amateur privileges restricted so as to free up resources for their own plans. This is cur16
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Temotu people were exceptionally friendly and always ready for another
picture taking.
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rently a particular concern to the VHF fraternity.

KEEP Tenotu
a Malaria

MALARIA'
CAN KILL

Free Province.

`-ci

The Solomons malaria incidence rate is the world's highest

So, what's in the FASC document?
The document looks at all of the areas covered by the Radio Regulations that affect Amateur
Radio and puts forward an initial view on how IARU sees the hobby developing over the next
ten years or so and what changes might be appropriate to support that development.
Areas covered include:
•
•
*
•
*
*
*

The definition of the Amateur Service
The banned country list
The Amateur Service and emergency communications
Third party messaging
The technical and operational qualifications to become an amateur
International recognition of amateur licences
The Amateur satellite service.

The discussion concerning the future of Morse Code forms only a small part of the document.
As part of an overall discussion of the technical and operational requirements for the amateur
service, the paper recalls the decision of an IARU CW Ad Hoc Committee which, in 1994, concluded that, '.... it remains essential for radio amateurs using the bands below 30mhz to be able
to intercommunicate without regard to equipment or language barriers, to ensure the orderly
shared use of a limited resource' and '....at the present time, the Morse code is the only practical
means of ensuring this capability for intercommunication.'

The FASC says that, if it were simply considering the requirements for the Amateur Service in
1996, this view might still be valid. However, it says that it is unrealistic to expect that [the
provision for the Morse test], having been placed on the agenda for WRC-99, will again be reviewed at another conference in the foreseeable future. Any changes..that may be desirable in
the next decade or two, must be considered now. On that basis the [FAX] has concluded that
[the Morse test] should be removed as a treaty obligation of administrations. '

It is this view which seems to have generated the flood of criticism. It is important to remember
that the discussion concerning the future of the Morse requirement forms part of a broader discussion covering technical and operational qualifications. In this, the FASC is quite clear that 'it
is of fundamental importance to administrations as well as to radio amateurs that the amateur
service be limited to operators who are qualified both technically and operationally.'

The questions raised for discussion are:
a)
b)
c)

What form should these requirements take?
How much should be recommendation and how much mandatory?
How much should be international treaty and how much national regulation?

So. what's likely to happen?

FinnFet antennas were responsible for the potent signals emanating from
1-140AA.
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The FASC paper invites response from any interested party. The Committee will then prepare
ongoing reports for the IARU Regional Conferences during the next few years. From these
meetings should emerge a consensus view that will form the basis for discussions between individual national societies and their administrations. These will be aimed at ensuring that the
Amateur Radio view is co-ordinated and practical, and supported by the administrations that will
be at WRC-99.
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This should produce international Radio Regulations that will underpin the development of the
hobby for future years. Any changes that are made will then have to be incorporated into national licence regulations. If the international Morse requirement were to be dropped, it would
still be for national administrations to decide if and when it would be dropped for individual
countries. Certainly, any such changes would be unlikely to be implemented before the year
2000.

What should be the FOC view?
The question of the Morse test was raised a few years ago by the HF Committee of the RSGB
and the FOC Committee polled the views of the membership in order to respond. There were
many who took the `over my dead body' approach to the question and, without doubt, would
continue in this view.
However, is this really practical? Can many of us point to CW enthusiasts whose dedication to
the mode arises from them having been forced to learn Morse in order to get a licence? How
many people really believe that CW would disappear if the Morse test requirement were to be
dropped? Do people develop a love of a particular sport through being forced to play it at
school? Of course not! Indeed, the reverse is often true with a life-long aversion to a particular
activity directly traceable to early compulsion. How often do we hear a newcomer to the hobby
say 'once I pass the Morse test, I am going to throw away the key for ever'.

Luelta Resort, Lata, Santa Cruz Islands, was the site for the first-ever
Temotu DXpedition.

Any rational view must accept that CW, as part of the requirement for an amateur licence, will
ultimately disappear. Should we put our heads in the sand and just hope that the day never
dawns? Or should we try to become involved in the discussion that looks to ensure that entry to
the hobby is dependent on the demonstration of suitable and sensible qualifications?
The FOC Committee will seek to become involved in these discussions but needs to be aware of
views of the membership.
What should individual members do? FOC is fortunate to possess amongst its membership many
who are very influential in national societies and with IARU bodies. We should be able to assume that they will always have the FOC view of the world in mind. The rest of us should never
pass over an opportunity to put our point of view forward - not only on how amateur radio
should develop but also in advocating CW as an enjoyable and worthwhile part of the hobby.
However, views should always be expressed with moderation. An unfortunate trait, known as
`flaming' has developed as a result of the largely anonymous type of communication made possible by e-mail systems such as The Internet and the packet cluster. `Flaming' is a convenient
euphemism and, translated, means rudeness, bigotry, ignorance and intolerance. As such, it has
no place in any sensible discussion.
The administrators who will develop the national contributions to WRC-99 are, in general, approachable and flexible. They are anxious and willing to listen to the views of the amateur. They
are also human. As such, they respond to rational and informed proposals and find it easy to reject 'flaming'.
We should continue to support the national societies who have built up good working relationships with the administrators over many years and ensure that a developed FOC view continues
to be heard.
The full IARU FASC Discussion Paper is available on Internet at hItp://www.arrLorg/u2rui.
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OH I RY with a Temotu woman.
The people of Temotu live in houses made of skillfully plaited palm
leaves and lifted up to protect them from rain water
31

H4OAA 1998 - G-STATISTICS
Total G-QSOs = 582

OXOPEA31770/1/S

Different G-calls = 307

First 30 C-QSOs:
G3HTA
G3NUG

01/04/98
01/04/98

0752
0802

15 SSB
15 SSB

G4LJF
G3GIQ
G3 AEZ
G3MCS
G3LDI
G3RZP
GORGE
G4DUW
GIOKOW
GM3BQA
GM3BQA
GIOKOW
G3DAM

01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98

0803
0805
0818
0819
0821
0827
0831
0834
0834
0837
0840
0845
0856

15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
20 SSB
20 SSB
15 SSB

G3ZBA

01/04/98

0901

15 SSB

G3KMA
GOWAZ
G3KCX
G3TJW
GMOAGN
G4 EDG
G3TJW
G4LJF
GIONWG
G4KOG
G3PLP
GW3CBA
G3LQP
G3 VKW

01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98
01/04/98

0923
0924
0937
0940
0940
0942
0943
0944
0944
0945
0946
0946
0947
0948

15 SSB
15 SSB
15 CW
20 SSB
20 SSB
15 CW
15 SSB
20 SSB
15 SSB
20 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB
15 SSB

TEMOTU TIDBITS
By Martti Leine, OH2BH
Solomon Islands gained independence on
July 7, 1978. The country is a parliamentary
democracy with a single legislative assembly. The British Crown, as leader of the
Commonwealth, is the head of state. The
nation's population is estimated at around
400,000..

sional earthquakes. In April, 1997, a strong
quake—measuring 7.7 on the Richter
scale—rocked Nendo. Fortunately, due to
the nature of the traditional housing in Temotu, damage was minimal.
Less than 20,000 of Solomon Islands' estimated population live in the Temotu Province. Lata, the provincial capital, has about
1500 residents.

The Temotu Province, formerly known as
the Eastern Outer Islands, is separated from
the remainder of Solomon Islands by the
6000 m deep Torres Trench. The province
consists of three island groups—the Santa
Cruz Islands, the Reef Islands and the Duff
Islands. The H4OAA DXpedition took
place from the small village of Lata, on
Nendo Island in the Santa Cruz group.

The vast majority (95%) of Temotu's residents are Melanesian, with the remainder
being of Polynesian decent. Officially, some
67 indigenous languages are listed.
Traditional practices such as shark calling
are still seen today. Carved ebony skulls
with pearl-inlaid eyes, known as nguzunguzus, are an ever-present reminder of the region's history of headhunting. Perhaps the
world's most unusual currency—red-feather
money, or touau—is still used in Temotu.
Made from the feathers of the scarlet honeyeater (native only to Temotu), a long touau
coil is equivalent to about US$60. For each
coil, approximately 600 birds are trapped,
partially plucked, and then released.

Most of the islands in the archipelago are
volcanically derived. Tinakula Island, only
42 km North of the H4OAA QTH, is the
most active volcano in the region, belching
ash and pumice almost constantly. From
time to time, a river of lava is seen to flow
from its almost perfectly conical summit.
As might be expected with such volcanic
activity, Temotu is also subject to occa-
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WITH DON MILLER VQ8CBB AT ST BRANDON 1967
Larry Page ex- WB2DHF, VQ8CH, VQ8CHR. (Taken from the Internet)
In 1967 I found myself in Mahe, Seychelles
after working my way from Europe as
crewman on various yachts. There I met
Jack Astley, skipper of the 30ft Piver trimaran EDWARD BEAR. Jack and friends had
built the yacht in Auckland, NZ, and had
sailed by way of Australia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore & Maldives. Money was
running low, his crew had left, and the voyage appeared to be in jeopardy. However,
Jack told me of a prospect for further charter
work for an American radio ham who
wished to visit small Indian Ocean islands
starting from Mauritius. So I joined
EDWARD BEAR and together we set off for
the 13-day 980-mile upwind voyage south,
arriving at Port Louis in late June to await
our charterer.

the North West corner of Mauritius. Don's
determination to reach Rodrigues was undiminished, for he was anxious that he
should reach Rodrigues before expected
competition from a German radio ham
aboard the catamaran WORLD CAT due from
the direction of Australia; he gave little credence to the seriousness of Jack's medical
problem.
Back into the trades we beat, but after two
or three days one of our two forestays
broke, and the jib tore. After emergency repairs we gave up the attempt on Rodrigues,
and fell off on a close reach to St Brandon,
another island on Don's list. A couple of
days of fraught navigation found us amongst
the Cargados Carajos shoals, looking for
tiny Raphael Islet. Approaching from the
West we anchored in sight of the fishing and
meteorological stations. There at anchor was
the fishing supply ship MN LA PERLE II.
Jack almost did himself in whilst getting
into the dinghy, and since Dr Don was unable offer a cure, a decision was made to
send him back to Mauritius on the soon-todepart LA PERLE.

Although I was myself also a ham, I had not
heard of Dr Don Miller W9WNV. He arrived in early August accompanied by Bill
Rindone WA6SBO, and I was introduced to
the inside World of DXpeditions. At first
sight Don appeared to be a personable rolypoly individual, but with an inner streak of
extreme intensity. His organisational abilities became apparent when he cleared his
huge inventory of equipment through Mauritius' strict customs without getting caught
for duty.

So it came to be that Don and I moved into
the Raphael Island Fishing Company's
guest shack along with two Collins S-lines
complete with 30S-1 linears, Hy-Gain TH-3
tri-bander & Sears Roebuck generator. Also
along on the trip was a Galaxy-V transceiver from one of Don's sponsors, but that
was strictly for a photo-opportunity - the
front cover of "CQ Magazine".

So it came to be that a grossly overloaded
trimaran headed out into the trade winds for
the island of Rodrigues. Our first problem
was that our skipper Jack found that his left
arm had become paralysed, to the extent that
he was unable to help operate the boat. As
we beat along the Mauritius shore I could
see that Bill Rindone in his soaking wet
bunk was beginning to wonder if the journey was going to be worthwhile, and he
very wisely asked us to put him ashore on

31 years ago St Brandon was base for a line
fishery from small boats manned by indentured Rodriguans & Seychellois living under very primitive conditions. An interesting
facet of a fisherman's life was that he was
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prevented from leaving the island if he was
in debt to the company store. The meteorological observer (who was in radio contact
with Mauritius) and the fishery manager
were helpful and friendly, and I recall big
fish-tasting omelettes made from seabird
eggs from the islet breeding colony nearby.
Soon the operation was underway, making
lots of contacts with hams who had missed
the very limited previous VQ8BBB operation. Notable however were his contacts
with Sonia PY2S0 in which strange coded
messages were exchanged. Over a period of
about four days thousands of contacts were
made, except of course with those on Don's
NJDXA blacklist. For a ham who had never
been rare DX, the experience of operating
alongside the World's leading operator from
one of the rarest places was mind-boggling!
Cargados Carajos shoals cover a wide area
in the shape of a crescent with breakers, and
with tiny sand-spits, some of which have a
little vegetation. Raphael has a few maritime pines and palms. In their tiny boats the
fishermen venture up to twenty miles along
the reef whilst line-fishing for reef and pelagic catches to be brought back for drying.

At night I would walk around the tiny (approx 1km around at high tide) island talking
with the fishermen using the little patois I
had learned in the Seychelles. Some were
living in palm-frond shelters, others in
shacks. After a gale which threatened
EDWARD BEAR at anchor I discovered on the
beach a purple murex shell which turned out
to be a rarity, and which I later gave to a
leading collector.
Finally after certain messages had been
passed to Sonia we were ready to sail back
to Mauritius. This was not going to be easy,
because Don would have to do half of the
steering. Very welcome was the gift of a
roast of beef on which Don and I lived for
the two-day passage.
Back in Mauritius we found Jack with
Margie his Mauritienne girlfriend well on
his way to recovery and later marriage. His
problem had been diagnosed "as Saturdaynight paralysis" - a psychosomatic reaction
to being parted from a loved one!
73, Larry Page,
Bradenton, Florida. 10 May, 1998.

ILE DE SEIN EU-068 IOTA TRIP 1998.
By Jim Kellaway G3RTE.

By now you will have probably read an account of our visit to the Ile de Sein by Phil
G3SWH in other publications. This one
though similar in content should give a view
of the operation and trip from another perspective.
The Ile de Sein is located some 3 to 4 miles
off the coast of the Finistere region of Brittany in the Bay of Biscay. The island is 1.25
miles long and varying between half a mile
and 50 yards wide. It is actually comprised
of two islands joined by an isthmus. The island runs approximately east to west with a
very tall lighthouse on the eastern tip. The
population is about 300 and they make their
living by fishing. The island is well known

for its crabs and lobsters. The island has no
trees and only a few shrubs. Though some
vegetables are supposedly grown I could see
no evidence of this. The only animals I saw
were the odd cat and dog, though on the last
day, when the sun shone, there were quite a
lot of lizards darting about in the stone
walls. As to be expected there was a fair
selection of sea-gulls. Though nothing on
the scale of Les Minquiers (EU-099)
This was the third IOTA trip I have done
with Phil G3SWH and, as on other trips, the
plan was to put on two stations simultaneously - G3RTE would run the SSB station
and G3SWH the CW station. Previous
IOTA operations had been carried out at the

missing at any point during the operation.

Did you make your first QSO quickly? If
you were a small pistol in Poland, did you
still make your only QSO? And with some
extra effort down the line, hopefully, your
multiband appetite was satisfied as well.

OHIRY's FinnFet outlet had produced three
beam antennas, two of which were left behind at Ashley's house for possible future
operations from Temotu. A complete Yaesu
station (courtesy of Yaesu Musen Co. Ltd.)
with a tribander (courtesy of W6OSP) were
donated to the Solomon Islands Radio Society for their future activities. Maybe one day
local amateur radio operators would hit the
airwaves, so much so that Solomon DXpeditions could be considered a thing of the
past.

The H4OAA operation was supported by the
Northern California DX Foundation,
INDEXA, Mikrolog of Finland, Yaesu
Musen Co. Ltd., Alpha Power and Finnfet
Ltd.

1140AA DXpedition Recap

Welcome to the 1140AA website at

Yours is the final word as the curtain falls
after another performance on the DX stage!

http:/lwww.iglou.com/n40/h40ae

What was originally scheduled to be another
DXpedition turned out to be a major charity
event on several fronts. Our aim was to try
to focus these and other added values that
could be considered part of any DXpedition
to any remote society where amateur radio
did not exist or could be further promoted.
Yet those 67,104 QSOs were made and a
sense of satisfaction was very much in evidence among those who traveled to Temotu.
Let me pull out a piece of email from James,
9VIYC (AD1AD) to the entire H4OAA
project group which reflects the essence of
our international H4OAA three-phase multipurpose DXpedition:
"Finally, I'd just like to say thanks to the
entire team of support crew (G3ZAY,
OHI MA, OH2BN, K4MQG and K6GNX)
and the ops for a super expedition. The pilots were there every day, and never missed
a beat. Well done. And to the ops, you were
probably the most highly skilled team of
DXpeditioners assembled in the world. Excellent work all around. It was truly an
honour and learning experience to be included with you all. Thank you, and let's do
it again!" - James, 9V1YC.

The ultimate measure of success would obviously rely on you, the entire global audience of H4OAA. Did you make your QSO?

You may surf deeper into Temotu through
the H4OAA website. While checking your
QSOs using the website's log search facility, you can also see those in the Five Hundred Century Club - QSOs from 001
through 500! Or, maybe you would like to
play part of the soundtrack of an early
H4OAA pileup or just play back your own
QSO as it sounded on site at Temotu. For
the playback function, only the first five
hours of contacts are available so that you
can try out this new technology feature. We
call it DXpedition magic!
We would like to recognise the first ten
from each major amateur radio population
centre. They did not get into the log just by
accident: North America: K5QY, N2TK,
K6YRA, N6KK, W7WT, KJ9I, K4MQG,
N5JR, AD6D0 and W6CF. Japan & Asia:
JAIETQ, UAOFZ, JA8CDT, JA5ADR,
9 VI YC, JH I QYT, JA2XKM, JA4DLP,
JF5APX and JAIUSO. Europe: OH7WP,
UA4RZ, OH5BR, OH5WW, OH2WI,
UA3AB, OH7AB, OH8SR, OH5NZ and
OH7MS.

oo0000000

Temotu Development Fund Established
So another idea entered the minds of those
who visited the local villages and met with
the people. We looked into their native settlements and realised that these people
studied the Bible most seriously although
they could not yet read the text.
Ashley's recent successes included establishing a processing mill for coconut butter
to make soap and seeing a man with his
newly opened woodwork shop. The man
had already produced wooden products
worth USD 4,000 for shipment to Honiara
and could certainly lay claim to being the
first industrialist in Temotu - through his
own hands, to say the least.
But Ashley's worries were many. Only part
of his soap factory's workforce showed up
daily for work because of the serious malaria situation. These people might study the
Bible too seriously and not yet focus on creating their own wealth. His list of worries
continued, and he was running right at the
edge of his resources.
The H4OAA team took great pride in stepping forth and suggesting that the DX community should participate and help the
country that they were about to add to their
collection and to the overall DXCC listing.

of time, just two weeks, the DX community
demonstrated its awesome power and almost 500 DXers stepped forward to donate
more than USD 20,000 to be used exclusively in Temotu to further develop their society and commerce.

end of June but this always seemed to clash
with either Field Day in the States or poor
Summer conditions. So this year it was
agreed to operate at the end of March providing we could get accommodation and
transport to and from the island.

Hundreds of DXers gladly volunteered the
requisite USD 25, and some felt moved to
designate even more to this good case. Lee
Shaklee, W6BH, who long ago prowled the
bands as W6PQW, presented the fund with
a check for USD 10,000. Lee was one of the
early visitors to Temotu Province, patrolling
the area in a PT boat and living with the native folks for the better part of two and onehalf years during WWII. Lee remembers
these times well and has always harboured a
fondness of the people of the area. When
Lee stood up and released this very substantial amount for the people of Temotu, it
was unquestionably one of the happiest days
for the participants of H4OAA. We knew we
were doing right thing for the DX fraternity.
We were not only proud of being DXers but
also realised that we were able to rejoice at
someone else's potential success, a rarely
experienced feeling in today's busy world.

Everything seemed to fall into place nicely.
A Thursday night ferry crossing on the 26''
March from Plymouth to Roscoff followed
by a drive of some 90 miles to Audierne to
pick up the daily ferry to the island. After
several trips you soon get the hang of assembling the station quickly and we planned
to be on the air by Friday afternoon 27 th

Logistics And Equipment
Yaesu FT1000MPs were used for clean
multiple operating in close proximity to one
another with ICE filtering, and Alpha Power
provided some heavy 91B power together
with airline cabin size amps from FinnFet
Ltd. For a show of technical excellence, two
stations were set up on 21.195 and
21.295kHz to run segmented pileups on
SSB simultaneously. A truly satisfying experience for all those involved.

The rationale was to help this new entrant to
be at least partially in line with the other
entities on the DXCC countries list. It was
instantly agreed that, in addition to providing timely regular QSL services through
OH2BN, we would establish a special fund
through W6OSP, NCDXF Treasurer, and
would provide those supporting the development efforts with a commemorative QSL
card, signed by Dr. Ashley Wilson, and
mailed from the Temotu Post Office. A special arrangement was made with Solomon
Airlines to handle this one-off exercise
courtesy of their flight to Temotu.

All the equipment was hand-carried by the
participants to avoid those long-running
customs procedures and often complicated
clearance formalities required for regular
cargo operations. It all paid off nicely with
full control of the situation throughout the
exercise and minimum cost. Everyone had
his own personal materials list and as of
now, we had not noticed that anything was

And so the message was heard loud and
clear the world over. Within a short period
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If anybody knows the answer to get round
this problem will they please let me know. I
decided the best thing to do under the circumstances was to take my TS-930 as I had
had no problems with this combination.
Thursday arrived and I loaded up the car
taking care to ensure that I had packed my
headphones, unlike last year. The drive
down to Phil's house was uneventful. When
I arrived we unloaded my car and transferred all my equipment into Phil's. After a
nice meal, and with a couple of glasses of
red wine inside me, we were ready to set off
for Plymouth.
March.Tiswouldgvea48hrs

of operating time. We were due to leave the
island on the Monday afternoon the 30 th

Before departing Phil showed me the
weather forecast for the English Channel on
the Internet. It showed Force 4 to 5, so not
too bad. However, when we were on board
the captain announced that the wind would
be 6 to 7. I think Phil must have seen the
look on my face at this and thought here
was a good excuse for some large Cognacs!

March.
Just when everything seemed to be going
well with our plans Phil suddenly dropped a
bombshell. "I have just found out that the
weekend we are going is the weekend of the
CQ WPX SSB contest , " It was a question of

do we go ahead or cancel everything for another time? After checking our diaries we
agreed we would go ahead on the proviso
that if things really got tough on SSB then I
could use CW as well. I suggested to Phil
that if I were to bring my old FL-2100Z linear this could help in keeping on SSB. I am
not sure if Phil was too pleased with this
idea but, considering the circumstances, he
agreed. We would have to see how things
worked out with the extra power and close
proximity of the aerials.

Unfortunately we departed from Plymouth a
bit late and the crossing was not as calm as I
would have liked, though I did not disgrace
myself We arrived in France a bit behind
schedule and were delayed disembarking so
it was going to be touch and go to catch the
ferry. After a while it looked as we would
definitely miss the ferry and, in fact, we arrived at Audierne about half an hour after
the ferry had left. At this time of the year
there is only one outward and one return
ferry per day. Fortunately I had my GSM
mobile with me and Phil was able to contact
both the ferry company and the lady with
whom we would be staying to tell them
what had happened and to expect us on Saturday instead.

A week before we were due to depart I
picked up two FT-900s from Neville
G3NUG. To check everything would work I
tested the FT-900 with my FL-2100Z linear.
I was expecting the equipment to be compatible but for some reason the FT-900
didn't like working into the FL-2100Z.
There was a delay before the FT-900
reached full drive power. This meant the
first few syllables or CW characters were
lost. A phone call to Yaesu did not solve the
problem either. Possibly there was a brief
open circuit whilst the relays switched over!

We booked into a pleasant hotel in Audierne
and spent the rest of the day sightseeing
with a trip out to the Pointe du Raz where a
good view of the Ile de Sein could be had.
In the evening we had a very nice meal in
the town.
The next day we were up early and drove
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down to the ferry. Most of the gear was put
into a large container, which was hoisted on
board. I decided to keep the TS-930 and linear with me as hand luggage. There were
very few people going out to the island even
though the ferry looked capable of holding
upward of 200 passengers. We departed on
time and the one hour journey was calm
compared with the Plymouth to Roscoff
trip.
When we finally berthed at the fishing harbour on the island we were met by Madame
Fouquet, in whose house we would be
staying. She kindly arranged for all our
gear, which had been loaded into the container, to be transported to her house by a
fork-lift truck. This meant only a small
amount of hand luggage had to be transported, which was done by a handcart. Phil
made a fine job of this only managing to hit
the wall once on the half a mile path to the
house.
The house was on the outskirts of the village
with plenty of open land around it. Having
shown us the bedroom and kitchen Madame
Fouquet offered us the use of her dining
room, which contained a large table on
which we could set up our stations. This table was a splendid piece of furniture at least
6 feet long.
Setting up the stations didn't take long. We
helped each other to erect the masts and
then went about setting up our own stations.
Since I was to use the linear I had the use of
mains supply whilst Phil used the generator.
At about 1340 UTC we were ready to commence operations. I went straight to 14
MHz, which was full of contest traffic. Even
with the linear it was a hard slog. I could
hear plenty of people calling but it was hard
to pull them through apart from the strongest. Struggling on SSB was too much for me
so I changed over to CW. This was a good
move on my part and I soon had a good
pile-up running, which continued for the
rest of the afternoon. In the meantime Phil
moved around from band to band.

We broke off early that evening having been
invited to join Madame Fouquet for more
drinks and food with her family and friends.
After this we set off to have a nice but simple meal in the village. On our return we
both went back on the air. Phil thought it a
bit antisocial to run the generator at this
time of night as it appeared that Madame
Fouquet had retired to bed so we ran both
stations off the mains. Things were fine for
a while, even if the lights were dimming
when I was keying. Suddenly all the lights
and power went off! After a bit of hunting
around with a torch we could not find the
fuse boxes and went off to bed with our
heads bowed in shame thinking how Madame Fouquet had looked after us and now
we had returned her kindness by blowing
the fuses. Next day when I woke up I found
the lights back on. Madame Fouquet must
have repaired it herself during the night. She
made no mention of it but she did suggest
we ran the mains cable from the kitchen and
not use the rather dubious plug in the corner
of the dining room!
I thought where possible I should try SSB as
I was the appointed operator. I went straight
on to 7 MHz SSB as the contest traffic
would start to move HF leaving the band
less crowded. This approach worked well
and a steady run of stations was worked
during the morning session. The afternoon
was a question of going through the bands
on SSB and CW. In the early evening I had
a good run on 7 MHz CW before going to
the village for another meal. On our return
another session on 7 MHz for me and 10
MHz for Phil before we closed down for the
night.
At last Monday morning gave me a chance
to operate properly on 14 MHz SSB. As was
to be expected, there was not too much activity but I was able to reach the 1500 QSO
mark.
We dismantled the stations in the early afternoon and set off to the harbour to catch
the ferry back to the mainland but not before
Madame Fouquet invited us for a final

hour flight from Honiara.
We wanted to honour the fact that Solomon
Islands, as another ITU member country,
represented equal voting power along with
countries such as the United States in matters pertaining to amateur radio. Thus we
assisted and reinforced the efforts of the lo-

cal amateur community with regard to their
local telecom administration. Those efforts
would often require a boost from the visiting delegation. Additionally, many of the
group members had a professional profile,
which was complementary to these efforts.
We were pleased with the attitude of the local community as well as with the telecom
and various other governmental agencies
with whom we were dealing directly or
through the local amateur community. The
story of H4OAA was featured in a Solomon
Airlines in-flight magazine to further promote amateur radio and its related potential
for those travelling with the national carrier.
Experiencing Hard Facts Of Life In Temotu Province

If life was tough in the capital Honiara,
those outer islands adrift in time certainly
stood out as a place where a traveller would
go back in time by decades. Only some 30
percent of the island population received
any sort of schooling. People still lived in
their original huts hand-crafted from tree
leaves, kerosene light allowing them to walk
around during the dark hours. They ate fish
caught from the ocean and picked up an assortment of juicy fruits that mother nature
had kindly made available for those she
loved.
It was no wonder that the Solomons only received some 11,000 tourists annually. The
limiting factor was that malaria and other
diseases had affected some 40 percent of the
population in recent years. The U.S. Center
for Disease Control classified all parts of the
Solomons as a high risk area for malaria
throughout the year.

The situation was primitive but life went on
in Temotu every day with the normal routines. We got acquainted with two Temotu
volunteers from New Zealand - Ashley and
Lynn - who worked hard with their limited

resources to raise the level of education, to
build a healthy society and to create some
commerce that could help people pursue
some meaningful activities and achieve success.
Dr. Ashley Wilson immediately opened his
private house and personally moved elsewhere to allow the H4OAA CW station to
occupy his house and be located far enough
from the main camp to have two signals on
the same band with no mutual interference.
Ashley's worries were many, and this group
sympathised with his sincere situation a lot.
The church had educated a majority of people in the basics of life through the Holy
Book and their society was mentally sound.
They had never experienced murder or loss
of property. Material wealth was missing
but the fundamental values of life were
definitely very much in place in Temotu.
We passed no one on the streets who did not
politely greet us strange looking and behaving visitors to their homeland. If the
question was raised among the locals about
the 1140AA mission in Temotu, the question
was fortunately raised among the DXpedition group as well: had we come here
merely to make QS0s and eat their limited
food supply, or could we possibly be of
more value than that and offer something in
exchange for the hospitality and the kindness extended to us by the people and the
volunteers of Temotu? Was it unfair for an
DXpedition only to get something but not
leave anything valuable behind? The
H4OAA DXpedition ran the island's 60KW
generator for two weeks with one barrel of
gasoline a day. There were seventeen barrels
left on the day of our departure and soon
there would be none left, and total darkness
could not be avoided! Would we, after all,
be responsible world citizens or just a bunch
of pileup machines?

bands hour after hour for five days and give
a first QSO to each DXer in a record time
and to allow the thundering multitudes to go
back to their daily routines without the pileups calling day in and day out.

fiesta for multiple QSOs. As the dust had
settled, we had 67,104 QSOs in our books
representing 2.9 QSOs per each station
worked - the most active stations having 20
QSOs under their belt.

The 15-meter band was selected, and both
CW and SSB were operated simultaneously
to maximise world-wide coverage. As this
phase included one full weekend, success
was rather obvious. It was surprising that in
five days, the basic pileups were largely
worked down and the number of different
callsigns reached 17.892 (61%) out of a total of 40,836 QSOs at that point. We had
worked all Europeans at least once with no
often claimed European hassle - and we still
had another eight days to go!

Those who for whatever reason missed the
opening weekend had another fair chance.
With these three phases or stages, it was felt
that there should be no one in any of the
three population centres still lacking a Temotu QSO. H4OAA was to claim 23,140
different people worked during one DXpedition - still far behind the 32,000+ number
once achieved at ZA 1 A - something that can
be cited as the ultimate success factor for
any DXpedition. This represented an approach where quality took precedence over
quantity, both no doubt being inter-related;
a distinct three-phase strategy.

The second stage embraced the weekday
phase with another set of operators now
launching several other bands and subactivities such as 160 meters and RTTY. It
was time for those who were willing to get a
multitude of bands to be given a break for
their investment in time during the week.

Local Amateur Population And Arrangements In Honiara
Any DXpedition will have two options. Go
independently and ignore the local amateur
population, or go together with the locals
and secure their support.

The observation was that reasonable pileups
were there, but pileup discipline was not the
only aspect of Japanese on-the-air behaviour. Workplace discipline was remarkably
tangible in Japan and consequently few JA
QSOs were made during the propagation
hours correlating with Japanese working
hours. Still a total of 15,107 JAs were
logged with 4,525 different callsigns.

We opted for the latter approach and made
contact with the Solomon Islands Radio Society, with the SIRS President, Greg,
H44GP and Secretary, Graham, H44GR.
They turned out to be a group of jolly good
fellows and hams who assisted us and participated in a multitude of local H4OAA arrangements.

The third stage encompassed our second
weekend phase when the H4OAA stations
returned to the original production bands
while also establishing another massive
weekend presence on the WARC bands and
17 meters, which probably represented an
optimum mix of both production bands - 20
meters and 15 meters. Those who for whatever reason missed the opening weekend
had another fair chance. Following the initial five-day phase, we were able to log another 26,268 QSOs but they only represented 5,248 new individuals. The second
part, according to our strategy, was a clear

Such were the dealings with the licensing
authorities that we obtained a license for
Honiara (H44DX) and a first-ever H40 callsign, now representing a dedicated block for
this new DXCC entity, a major goodwill
gesture from the telecom administration.
Customs arrangements were also greatly assisted by the locals who additionally helped
us to negotiate a charter deal with their national carrier, Solomon Airlines, to fly two
charters to Temotu. The distance was that
magic 350-plus kilometers, resulting in a 3-
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drink.

Equipment used was as follows:

The statistics are as follows:

F/G3RTE/P TS930S, FL2100Z and
Pentium Laptop. Aerials - Inverted Vee Dipoles.

Total number of QSO's 2802

F/G3RTE/P

F/G3SWII/P

SSB

617

CW

2185

SSB

617

CW

909

CW

1276

F/G3SWH/P Icom 706 Mkl and Compaq
portable PC. Aerials - Inverted Vee Dipoles.
Special thanks go to our XYL's Cheryl and
Jan; to Madame Fouquet for her superb
hospitality and for putting up with two mad
Englishmen for 48 hours; and to Neville,
G3NUG, for the loan of the FT-900AT.

I think it is interesting that we made over
2000 CW QSOs and that maybe the IOTA
Committee should think about having a
separate IOTA CW award!

QSL cards have been printed and are available for both calls via G3SWH only; either
direct or via the RSGB bureau.

H4OAA
(PUSHING THE DXPEDITIONING ENVELOPE TO NEW PEAKS)
By Martti Laine, OH2BH
It was January 20, 1998 when news broke
from Newington of the ARRL completing
work on a reform of the DXCC program,
the so-called DXCC 2000 project. The expectation was that the action would bring
new light to the world of DX for the year
2000 seen as the start of a Big Bang that all
the Deserving were anticipating.

It was just a matter of reading the new rules,
and several brand-new countries appeared
quite obvious. Three new entities were immediately identified, based on early research
which was just collecting dust in the South
China Sea DX Team archives.
A few tentative phone calls confirmed that
an early network of professional DX people
were kind of on their alert, but not seemingly aware of the new prospects.

All the serious DX types had scheduled
their retirement for Christmas 1999 not only
to see the lights of Christmas but also to be
ready for a lineup of new countries and
maybe even for starting the whole program
all over again - from scratch.

Personally, I was not quite ready for another
outing specifically because of the tight timing element but also because I had been
around the track more than once. Additionally, the way the DX audience was treating
some of our recent Far East initiatives was
not particularly to my liking. I did not consider the situation worth the trouble.

So it was thought, but this historic January
Board Meeting changed the world order; the
wise men at Newington decided to set the
implementation date for the re-worked
DXCC for March 31, 1998 - only some two
months away from the date of their decision.
The world was to see hot action no matter
how peaceful everything looked at the moment.

But someone else had got his eye on the
situation and a team of two was formed.
Tim Totten, N4GN had undertaken another
thorough study around the globe and discovered basically the same new ones that
were well documented in my old archives.
Tim wanted some solid action!

Early Thinking And Going Back To Old
Archives
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a disappointment: so close but so far.

The year was 1989; when living in the
United States I had a habit of killing time in
the Fresno State University Library's map
room and scanning the globe in my quest of
potential new ones. This was an era of DX
research, probably resulting from my study
tour of the only DX library in the world at
W6CF. There I had to go through a lot of
material when preparing my book "Where
Do We Go Next" during my time in the U.S.

The initiative was suspended and filed for
the next eight years, always bearing in
mind, though, that slow movement of the
continental shelf might gradually one day
take us to Temotu.
The Board of Directors were to make the
continental shelf shift by leaps and bounds
when they decided to go metric and convert
from 225 miles to 350 kilometers, just
enough to close the missing one-mile gap!

Jim, W6CF convinced me that it was an everlasting journey to study the DMA maps
and search for the ultimate in DXing. Discovering another new DXCC counter, a
holy entity for the DX brotherhood and a
source of another potential DX performance.

The team began to take shape and identify
the strategy elements.
A quick call to Wayne, N7NG confirmed
his interest in another DX outing and we
soon had a case on our drawing boards.
Some of the recent developments bothered
us greatly. Wayne had just seen another
missile launch cut short the operation at
Scarborough, BS7H.

On that sunny day, it was a joyous moment
for the librarian and the DX believer himself
- a new country was born. Strangely
enough, within the busy archipelago of
Solomon Islands a sufficient stretch of open
water was clearly spotted toward the island
group's outer province. The situation was
kind of hiding amid a motley cluster of Pacific islands.

Jammers would build up on any DXpedition
frequency, and every expedition was cash
hungry, selling coffee mugs at street corners. We agreed to go ahead, but it had to be
a clear-cut policy and some new horizons
were to be explored in an effort to improve
the current code of conduct.

Measuring the distance on a variety of maps
gave us different readings, some clearly
more than 225 miles and others less. The
maps dated back to WWII days and had not
been updated recently.

A decision was made not to seek any individual contributions but to have the DXpedition participants cover their expenses.
Only two major DX outlets and one corporate sponsor were involved in terms of providing the expedition with specific transportation facilities, while selected equipment manufacturers were given a choice to
participate in building up the H4OAA sites
to high standards of technical excellence.

A number of U.S. government agencies
were contacted for satellite measurements,
but it was evident that no civilian U.S. geostationary satellites were overlooking that
area.
Contact was subsequently made with the
then H44SH, Stuart Honeysett, in the Solomons, and his early communication with the
local Land Survey Office confirmed the
distance as being more than the needed 225
miles. We were in the process of nailing
down the dates and transportation when the
mapping agency bluntly readjusted the earlier statement and informed us that the distance was short by less than one mile. What

Wayne, incumbent DXAC Chairman, made
his participation conditional, aiming at harmony between the past and the future, trying
to test the newly drafted rules in practice, a
concept which was to guide us through at
H4OAA in many ways. The operation was to
make enough QSOs to please the audience,
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but our ultimate sights were set far beyond
the traditional QSO tallies.

coming as he did with an excellent track record and a set of multifaceted skills. The
team was now complete.

The target set for this write-up was simply
to bring into focus these strategy elements
in the hope of giving the DX community renewed inspiration in the current age of
DXpeditioning and to be well received by
the DX audience called the thundering multitudes.

It was quite evident that commanding such a
broad range of knowledge was to be one of
the key elements ensuring the future success
of H4OAA. A lot of effort was required to
put the team together in this manner and to
facilitate the flow of information and communication, but it was ultimately worth the
trouble.

Our sincere hope was to make H4OAA more
than just a DXpedition, one that would not
only provide a lot of QSOs and folded QSL
cards. The day had to come for us personally and for the DX community at large to
measure up the performance and make a
judgement.

Given the logistical challenges, a limited
number of slots were available on the operating team. We looked for people with a
wide range of important talents, rather than
selling seats at a high price for those who
might have deep pockets but less to offer at
the actual DXpedition site.

Multinational Team - Multiple Knowledge And Complementary Skills

Three Phases And Tight Operating Strategy

The month of February was set aside for
lining up the team and the logistics. Going
public by mid-March was the plan since we
felt that late publicity would see less competition show up in our destination on the
day of our grand opening - a kind of reasonable assumption from those of us who had
discovered the entity but who were not intent on protecting our discovery in any other
way.

It was decided that the operation would be
organised in three phases with different operators and a different focus for each phase.
With this concept, we expected to throw
fresh operating power into the battlefield
and make maximum use of the available
time for each desired operator. It was also
known that the facilities at the final destination could not facilitate a large group of
people all at once. We knew that we would
be going right to the basics of life. No luxury hotels were to be found in Temotu as
their typical housing was crafted from the
leaves of palm trees.

While basic confidentiality was maintained,
several people with a good track record
were contacted to make the team highly efficient with multiple skills and to round up
personalities that would fit.
The final outline was N4GN, N7NG and
W6OSP from the U.S. and OH1RY,
OH2TA and OH2BH from Europe and
OHOXX/LU from South America plus
9V1YC from Southeast Asia, and obviously
one was needed from Japan, as we had
planned. The last-mentioned presented an
ultimate challenge because of heavy DX
politics in Japan. We had to stand very firm
and honour proven performance found outside the inner circles of the Japanese DX
community. Aki, JA5DQH was invited,

OHIRY and N7NG volunteered to stay in
Temotu for the entire duration, thus securing the maintenance of our efforts as well as
keeping up with the original strategy elements. As a matter of fact, OH I RY arrived
in the Solomons two weeks prior to the actual H4OAA operation and ran the CQWPX
contest from the Temotu expedition site using the then still current Solomon prefix
H44RY.
The first phase was to run a few selected
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