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NEW

SKY-ONE SDR 5W QRP Transceiver
Superb receiver and DSP features including - direct
conversion, razor-sharp-adjustable filters, noise reduction,
noise blanker, audio equalizer and even a built-in
bandscope. Built in speech processor, audio equalizer and
even comes with a hand mic at no extra cost.
• Modes: LSB, USB, CW, AM, FM, DIGI
£699
• Covers 160m - 6m (including 60m)

PRICE PLEDGE We always aim to be
competitive, seen it cheaper - then let us know!

AVAILA
BLE FRO
M

STOCK!

Full range now available!

K3S HF+6m Transceiver
The first shipment is
almost sold out – but
still a few available,
reserve yours now!
GENEROUS PART EXCHANGE
on your old radio

NEW

IC-7610
HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Large 7” Widescreen display
• Real Time Spectrum Scope
• Dual Watch Multi-band receiver
• Built in Automatic ATU

£3599.95

Icom IC-8600

• 100kHz - 3000MHz
• Decode: D-Star, NXDN,
Dpmr & APCO p25

Comms receiver with SDR technology

£2499.99

Icom IC-7300

Latest version with many improvements Available in kit form or
fully built 10W or 100W versions - your choice.

2 year Warranty!
£2795
K3S HF+6m transceiver
K3S/100-F............100W (Assembled)..........................................£2999.95
K3S/10-F..............10W (Assembled)............................................£2449.95
K3S/10-K..............10W (Kit)........................................................£2299.95
K3S/100-K............100W (Kit)......................................................£2849.95
KX3 160-6m all modes + DSP
KX3-K ..................(Kit) ..................................................................£999.95
KX3-F...................(Fully assembled) ............................................£1079.95
KX2......................80-10m 10W (Assembled) ................................£859.95
KPA-500 160-6m 500W Amplifier
KPA-500 ..............(Kit) ................................................................£2449.95
KPA-500 ..............(Assembled) ....................................................£2649.95
Large stocks of Elecraft accessories - call!

• 100W HF+6m+4m
• RF direct sampling
• Touch screen control
GENEROUS Part X CALL NOW!

£1199.95
NEW

NEW
ANAN 7000DLE
100W SDR

World class SDR Transceivers Factory appointed dealer
NOW O
N DEM
OUR SH
OWROOO IN
MS

Flex 6400M

Features include:
• TX: 160-6m Amateur Bands
• RX: 30 kHz - 54MHz
• RF Power: 100W
• Panadapter BW: 7MHz
• Digital Audio Exchange (DAX)
• Plus, lots more!

£2999
Flex 6400.......Now with preselectors.......................£1999.95
Flex 6400M ...Including front panel........................ £2999.00
Flex 6600.......Now with 2 x SCU’s ..........................£3999.95
Flex 6600M ...Including front panel.........................£4999.95

Improved receiver and 100W transmitter specifications, that
are “off the chart”. Pure signal mode for ultra clean TX.
Plus lots more!

£3099.95

ANAN
8000DLE

Top of the range
HF & 6m 200W
SDR Transceiver
Peter Hart says: “excellent audio quality” “Impressive pan
adaptor and waterfall displays”

£3999.95

ANAN 100
Used: 100W HF+6m SDR transceiver just arrived
in perfect condition...................................£1499

MUCH MORE ON OUR WEBSITE 24/7....SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: MON - FRI 9AM - 5:30PM CLOSED SATURDAY
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EDITORIAL
DENNIS ANDREWS, F5VHY
Very best wishes to all of you for 2018 with sincerest hopes that
despite the gloomy predictions of absent sunspots and Maunder
minimums, the bands will peak up from time to time and provide
those openings for the DXpeditions planned for the coming year.
There was recently an interesting question raised on the CDXC
Reflector. To what extent is the diminishing solar activity really
killing the bands? Why do the bands suddenly wake up when a contest or DXpedition
comes along? Much of the answer seems to be the enhancement that comes to the
overall signal path when one of the stations is well equipped – i.e. with a high-gain
antenna at a good height. The overall reduction in signal to noise ratio over the two
way path makes a QSO possible. The discussion estimates some of the dB
enhancements involved – good reading. In this connection, it’s interesting to note
that despite solar flux at an all-time low, this year saw a record number of entries for
the CQWW Contests.
In this Digest you will find full details for the CDXC Dinner in March. This will be at
the Calcot Hotel in Reading which has done a good job in recent years. Please book
early as places are limited. You will also find advance details for the CDXC AGM and
Summer Social. Now that Friedrichshafen has settled on a new date for the Ham
Radio show, we are able to move back to our original date of mid-July. It will be at a
new venue near Reading. There are lots of short stay options such as Travel Lodge
and Premier Inns in the area. Why not consider making it a weekend away and enjoy
the beautiful scenery around the Thames Valley?
I’m pleased to be sending you a bumper edition of the Digest to provide you with
lots of interesting reading during the winter months. The September Digest
contained the epic story of the Coral Sea Adventures of Andy, VK5MAV for activation
of Marion Reef (OC-267) that took place during June 2017. Now we have the story of
that other intrepid IOTA traveller, Craig – VK5CE making an almost 3,000km road
journey each way to activate North Island (OC-198). He had hardly got home before
he was off again to join the team on Ashmore Reef (OC-216) during November.
IOTA operations tend to rely on moderate budgets and are often one-man
affairs.What a huge contrast with the big DXpeditions, with two major events
scheduled for the first six months of 2018. Bouvet/3Y0Z is going to cost up to $750k
and Baker Is, with its rather unwieldy callsign KH1/KH7Z, up to $500k. Their websites
show the huge amount of preparation that is involved aimed at ensuring a successful
outcome. But there will always be a measure of controversy over the level of
resources involved.
The DXpedition diary also shows major visits to Rotuma, Easter Is, Spratly and
Agalega & St Brandon during the same period. So the first half of the New Year is
going to be a busy time for DXers.
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TRANSMISSION LINES
CHRIS DUCKLING, G3SVL – CHAIRMAN
A Happy New year to all CDXC Members and their families. I
hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Year break and
got the shack tidied up and everything ready for the upcoming
DXpeditions. I confess that with the family and friends
providing a ‘house full’, the shack doesn’t usually see me over
Christmas and the New Year. But with the AFS contests starting
early in January I can soon catch up on missed QSOs.
The end of 2017 provided some interesting DXpeditions.
With VK9CZ, VK9CI, J5T, VK9MA and various stations on for the two big CQWW
contests, it made for some good hunting. Most of the DXpeditions were relatively
easy to work from UK and a special mention to the guys who gave us 3C0 and 3C1.
YL2GM and YL3AIW did a great job despite their disrupted schedule. I was lucky
enough to be invited to M6T for the CQWW CW contest and operated exclusively on
160m. M6T as many of you know is the legacy that Bob, G4BAH left and under the
management of a number of long-time M6T’ers it is gradually being improved. Those
who saw Dave, G4BUO’s presentation at the CDXC Annual dinner last year will know
it is still work in progress, but even now it is probably the best multi-multi in the UK.
While mentioning Dave, G4BUO, I’m sure you would join me in congratulating him
and Olof, G0CKV on being chosen as referees for WRTC 2018 in Germany. Overseeing
a team of two world-class contesters is no mean feat - especially when the qualifying
questions include: Can you stay awake for 24 hours doing nothing but listening? Can
you do this with a different audio channel in each ear? Can you send SMS Texts to
allow the on-line score to be updated? And I would add – and will you do this as a
volunteer? Well done Dave and Olof.
And while thanking people, I’d like to thank Jim, M0ZAK for handling the QSLing
for the CDXC callsigns M0C (now lapsed) and M0CDX for many years. Jim has decided
to stand down and I’m pleased to announce that Charles, M0OXO will take over the
handling of all future QSL requests for these calls. Thanks both.
So a New Year, some promising DXpeditions and hopefully some better
conditions. The DX starts on 3rd January with Somalia, not that rare but with their
callsign 6O6O I expect the cluster will soon fill with question marks! Then ‘the biggie’
of Bouvet at the end of January – I can’t begin to imagine the 30m and 40m pile ups if
the HF bands are poor. It is quite surprising how many CDXC members have told me
this will be a new one for them. We also have Rotuma and Easter Island DXpeditions
early in the year and, as many of you will have seen, the 6G’s have announced their
next DXpedition which will be VK9X (Christmas Island) in October 2018. I’m quite
excited to be on that one as it will mean I have operated from both Christmas Islands
(the other being the Five Star DXpedition T32C in 2011).
There – I got through the whole column without mentioning FT8!
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NEW MEMBERS
TONY BETTLEY, G4LDL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new and re-joining members:
Callsign

Name

QTH

2E0EFS

Richard Hubbard

Devizes

2W0WOD

Will Davies

Aberystwyth

G0OFN

Ian Clabon

Twickenham

G0PBE

David Yates

Wigan

G0UGO

Angus Wilson

Abingdon

G1SCT

Mike Lane

Spalding

G3PLE

David Barlow

Nr Helston

G3SGC

Graham Morris

Norwich

G3WW

Dez Watson

Biggleswade

G4FJK

Tim Hugill

Tiverton

G4OZG

Ted Haskett

Kings Lynn

G4UDG

Kris Fawkes

Kidsgrove

GW4EVX

Ronald Price

Mold

M0UNN

Jay Jukna

Wigan

M0XUU

Ravi Gopan

Reading

M6IWD

Allan Sirrell

Swaffam

MM0GOR

Gordon Gray

Airdrie

We regret to record the passing of the following CDXC
members
John Plenderleith, 9M6XRO
George Burton, GM3OXX
Peter Miles, GW3KDB
Our thoughts are with their families and loved ones
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JOHN PLENDERLEITH, 9M6XRO
STEVE TELENIUS-LOWE, PJ4DX (EX-9M6DXX) AND TIM BEAUMONT, M0URX
John Plenderleith, 9M6XRO, became
a Silent Key on 4 December 2017 at the
age of 74.
John was born in Irvine on 20
September 1943 and was first licensed as
GM3OOK at the age of 17. He went away
to sea and had a successful career as a
ship's radio operator. Often working with
Greek and Cypriot crews, John became
fluent in Greek. He worked all over the
world and while on Liberian-registered
vessels operated as EL0A/MM. But the
John operating as 9M6XRO/P from Sebatik Island,
Far East became John's great love and
OC-295 in 2010.
for several years in the 1970s he was
based in Singapore, from where he was active as 9V1RS. He married a Chinese
Malaysian lady and they had a son, who later settled in New Zealand.
John bought a house on the Isle of Man and became GD3OOK for a while. But
after retiring from his life at sea he moved to Norfolk from where he was active for
several years as G3OOK. But the lure of the East tempted John back and in 2005 he
sold up in the UK and moved to Kota Kinabalu in the state of Sabah, East Malaysia, on
the island of Borneo. John bought the top-floor flat previously owned by Phil Weaver,
9M6CT (probably better known as VS6CT). The flat came complete with a station
consisting of a Yaesu FT-1000MP plus Quadra linear amplifier and much other
equipment, while on the roof was a tower supporting a six-band 2-element cubical
quad antenna and a Butternut HF2V vertical for 30, 40, 80 and 160m. With a readymade station at his disposal John was active immediately, initially as 9M6/GM3OOK
and, after his Malaysian residence permit was issued, as 9M6XRO. In 2006 John remarried, to Honey, a Chinese Malaysian business owner.
I did not know John in the UK but coincidentally I moved to Kota Kinabalu just two
months after him. With our shared interest in DXing and contesting, we quickly
became friends and started planning some DXpeditions. Discovering that Sebatik
Island, off the east coast of Sabah, would qualify as an IOTA 'new one' (OC-295), we
planned an operation there and with the assistance of several local 9M6 operators
we operated as 9M4SEB in July 2006.
John was a superb CW operator but was also happy operating on SSB, RTTY and
other digimodes. Between 2006 and 2013 John and I operated together on many
two-man DXpeditions with John handing out the CW contacts and me looking after
the SSB. In addition, John participated in several African DXpeditions.
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In 2011, John and I, joined by Tim, M0URX; Ant, MW0JZE, and three VKs,
operated as 4W6A from Atauro Island, OC-232, in Timor-Leste. The following year
John joined a large group to operate as ZL9HR from Campbell Island. Later the same
year we suddenly received permission to operate from Layang Layang Island in the
Spratly group, which had been off-limits for several years, so we hastily arranged the
first of two 9M4SLL DXpeditions.
Until I left Malaysia at the end of 2013 I met John several times a month in Kota
Kinabalu for a beer or an Indian meal. All this time, I had no idea that he had been
diagnosed with cancer in 2010 but had decided to keep this knowledge to himself. In
2014, he explained that “I still had DXpeditioning ambitions and wanted to 'pull my
weight' on any trip and not be treated with kid gloves, so to speak.” He subsequently
took part in many DXpeditions, including some quite arduous ones, with no one
realising he was seriously ill.
As 9M6XRO, John had 326 DXCC confirmed, 309 on CW, 270 on Phone and 244 on
Digital modes. He made 173,092 QSOs as 9M6XRO, plus approximately 77,000 using
his personal DXpedition callsigns, and a lot more besides with multi-operator
DXpedition calls.
John was a member of CDXC, GM-DX Group, RSGB, the Malaysian Amateur Radio
Transmitting Society, an honorary life member of the Borneo Amateur Radio Club,
and was a particularly long-standing member of ISWL (GM-6982) and RNARS.
John's QSL Manager, Tim Beaumont, M0URX, adds the following comments: “As
John's QSL manager from 2007, John e-mailed me every Monday for the last ten
years with a log update and a diary of his activities from the previous week, telling
me of his hopes of working the ATNO coming up, or describing the propagation he
had experienced in the contest. John was one of the best CW operators in the world,
his accuracy was quite incredible, I rarely had any 'busted call' e-mails. As Steve has
already related, John was happy on any mode and when the FT8 mode was rolled out
earlier this year he found a new mode on which to focus some attention, making over
2,000 FT8 QSOs, many to new hams. Giving an ATNO to someone always made John
happy. John was a true gentleman, a great CW operator and a friend who will be
missed by so many”.
John's personal callsigns: GM3OOK, GD3OOK, G3OOK, EL0A/MM, 9V1RS,
9M6/GM3OOK, 9M6XRO, 9M6XRO/P (Labuan Island OC-133 [many times], Sebatik
Island OC-295), 9M6XRO/8 (Pulau Satang Besar OC-165), XU7XRO, V8FRO,
V85/9M6XRO, YB9/GM3OOK, 3DA0OK, 7P8OK, A25OOK, ZS6/GM3OOK, C91XO,
CU2/G3OOK/P, ZL/GD3OOK (Waiheke Island OC-201).
John was an operator on the following multi-operator DXpeditions: 9M4SEB
(Sebatik Island OC-295), 9M4SLL (Spratly Layang Layang [twice]), 4W6A (Atauro Island
OC-232, Timor-Leste), 5W8A, W8A and N8A (both KH8), ZL9HR (Campbell Island).
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CDXC LF CHALLENGE RULES
BOB BARDEN, MD0CCE
In the LF Challenge, the objective is to work as many DXCC’s as you can on 160M, 80M and/or 40M
in the month of March.
All logs must be uploaded to Club Log; no paper or e-mailed logs will be accepted. In keeping with
recent rules changes in large contests, uploads need to be completed and the competition will be
closed five days after the end of the Challenge period.
Good luck everyone!
When:

00:01 GMT 1st March to 23:59 GMT 31st March

Where:

160m, 80m and 40m only

Modes:

Any within your licence

Power:

Any within your licence

Eligibility:

The LF Challenge is open to any licensed amateur world-wide, but only
fully paid up members of CDXC are eligible to receive Awards.

Scoring:

Each DXCC entity worked is counted once only, regardless of how many
bands or how many modes that entity is worked on. The object is to work
as many DXCC entities as possible. In the event of a tie based on DXCC
entities, the higher score by Band-Slots will win.

Log entry:

Via upload to Club Log and electing to enter the LF Challenge on the Club
Log website. Regular uploading of your log during the month is
encouraged - at least once per week is preferred - as this helps to drive the
Challenge and provides a spectator sport for all to see.
E-mailed or paper logs will NOT be accepted.

Log Verification:

No QSLs are required, but in the event of a question the CDXC Committee
may request verification via other means. By entering, participants agree
that their Club Log entries may be viewed and queried by adjudicators.

Closing date:

In keeping with current large contest practice, all logs must be uploaded
by 23:59 on 5th April following the Challenge period.

Awards:

The Penallt Trophy, given in memory of Allan Phillips, GW0BIC, will be
Trophies: awarded to the CDXC member with the highest number of DXCC’s
worked. The Tindle Cup will be awarded to the runner-up. Trophies will be
presented at the CDXC AGM/Summer Social and will be held for one year.
Salvers:

The top three placed entrants and the entrants with the highest score on
each of the three bands will receive an engraved salver to keep. Salvers
will be posted approximately two months after the closing date.

Certificates of merit will be awarded to the entrants placed overall 4 th to
Certificates: 10th. Certificates will be e-mailed to winners approximately two months
after the closing date.
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NORTH ISLAND – OC-198 – OCTOBER 2017
ADVENTURES WITH CROCODILES
CRAIG EDWARDS, VK5CE

This would be one of my most adventurous and exciting DXpeditions ever. I had
been planning activation of OC-198 since 2011 which was claimed by only 11% of
IOTA chasers.
Spiderbeam had provided support in supply with a kit for a 20/17/15m tribander
with three elements on each band. My plan would be to include verticals for 40m and
20m. With no phone service or internet on the island, I
would have no cluster access and Club Log upload would not
be possible until I am back on the mainland.
I left home in South Australia on Sunday 8th October
hoping to reach North Island and be QRV on Thursday. To
reach the fishing and camping centre of King Ash Bay, where
I would pick up my transport to the island, would involve
2,830km drive across the centre of Australia. King Ash Bay is
a very remote spot and its website mentions that they are
700km from the nearest traffic lights and 1,000km from the
nearest shopping centre!
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The drive offers plenty of interest – emus
and kangaroos on the road, occasional
bushfires and long stretches of bitumen
“highway” which are just single lane where
you have to pull off onto the dirt for trucks
and road trains.
I arrived in Borroloola on Wednesday at
6pm with just an hour’s drive for the next
morning over mixed bitumen and dirt road to
meet up with the boat at King Ash Bay.
Setting sail
Next morning, I spoke to the boat captain and unfortunately due to the tides at
North Island we couldn’t leave the mainland until 2pm local time (0430 UTC). It was
an interesting boat ride as the first hour was
meandering through the winding McArthur
River with thick mangroves and sandbars to
dodge. Then we moved from the river to the
open sea and the waves became pretty
rough. It was white knuckle stuff for an hour
hanging onto the hand rails tightly with the
water in your face bouncing up and down on
the waves. The maximum we could do was 15
knots with those waves.
With great excitement North Island appeared and we cruised onto the wet sand.
The captain and I unloaded the boat in knee deep water and the captain’s wife was
the official crocodile spotter to make sure we’d be safe during the process. After 30
minutes of unloading gear in the 35C heat and high humidity, I was pretty tired and it
was now 5pm (0730 UTC). The good thing was that there was a fisherman’s tin shed
on the island that I was able to use so I didn’t need to put up a shelter. The problem
was that it was only 1.5 hours until dusk and to put up antennas I needed to be on
the high tide mark of the beach where the captain reported many regular crocodile
sightings…….hmmm.
My contingency plan of putting up quarter
wave verticals on the first night worked very well
because they are the quickest and least physically
demanding to erect. I first put up the 40m vertical
so that I’d have something for the evening. But I
really needed something for 20m as well. The
bright orange sun had begun to hit the horizon and
so I quickly put up the 20m quarter wave vertical
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right on the water’s edge. The boat captain’s wife was on lookout again to watch for
crocodiles at this dangerous time of dusk. At the moment the last sliver of the sun
disappeared behind the horizon, I stopped adding radials because it was too dark and
dangerous.
I then turned my attention to putting together the station inside the fishing shed.
As I was doing this, the captain called me over. Right where I was putting up the
verticals, there was a crocodile floating in the water literally 10m (30ft) from where I
was putting up the 20m vertical. The captain estimated it to be 2.5m long (8ft) and he
reckoned it would have been checking me out whilst I was on the beach. The
crocodile was bigger than me (and that’s saying something!!!!).
Hitting the bands
I decided to go on 40m first to see if there were any North Americans around and
I made my first QSO at 0947 UTC. But most contacts were with Japan and there was
very little to NA. I persisted until 1130 UTC to cover sunrise across the eastern half of
NA but it really wasn’t worth it. So at 1130 UTC I ventured to 20m for Europe and
immediately had a pile-up which was pretty ferocious and I was very relieved to see
20m open to EU. At 1500 UTC, the pile up began to lose control and I later realised it
was because another DXpedition had started operating 20 kHz below my transmit
frequency and its split was so wide it included my transmit frequency - Very
frustrating!
After a tiring set up and then 5.5 hours on air it was 1.30am local time and the
temperature in the operating shed was 30C on my temperature gauge. So it was time
for a quick 30 minute break. At 2am (1600 UTC) I went to 40m and after about 20
minutes a nice pile up to Europe occurred until 1900 UTC or 4.30am. Time for some
sleep, well just a little bit of sleep. I wanted to be up in a few hours to try out 20m
long path to North America. So after less than three hours sleep I was up at 7.30am
or 2200 UTC and I rang my wife on satellite phone so that she could spot me on the
DX cluster. Even though signals were not great, it was wonderful to have a nice run
for an hour where I called ‘NA only’ and put a bunch of East and middle NA stations
in the log.
At 0000 UTC or 9.30am local time it was time to finish the antennas - it was
already 35C! The tide was out so it was safe in terms of no nearby crocodiles being
around the antenna area. I had surveyed the beach quickly during the previous
afternoon so I could confirm that the vertical antennas were on the high tide mark
with a water path to Europe short path and North America long path, hence why 20m
worked well for these two paths. The big problem was the short path to North
America. Whilst the island itself was not too hilly, the problem was that the beach is
at the base of a steep embankment around 500m long.
So after spending time thinking about the situation, I decided that with my short
path to North America blocked this meant it really wasn’t worth putting up a Yagi on
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the 8m high mast because the purpose of that antenna would be short path North
America. In addition to this I couldn’t spin it around in the 0900 to 2000 UTC period
because of crocodiles on the beach. So I moved the 20m vertical closer to the long
path North America high tide mark and this would be my antenna for that path. This
would be better for long path NA as a vertical with a high tide water mark will
outperform an 8m high Yagi. West coast North America was now going to be an
issue, but DXpeditions are full of compromises.
I added another quarter wave vertical and this meant I had a 40m, 15m and 20m
(which could be modified to 17m by swapping some aluminium pipe lengths during
daylight hours!). I also added more radials to the antennas. By now it was 40C
outside and 37C in the shade and it felt like no matter how much water I drank I
couldn’t rehydrate. I actually didn’t urinate until late that second night!
After less than three hours sleep, I needed a rest and laid down for a couple of
hours during the middle of the day. In the period of 0500 to 0630 UTC I’d go on 15m
to work the JA’s and then had a shower and early dinner at 0630-0730 UTC (4-5pm)
to prepare for the long evening ahead. 15m was good for Asia but pretty slow for
Europe, so I announced on air I was QSYing to 20m. I didn’t want to waste my time on
40m after the previous night’s struggle there, especially as it was Friday and on
Saturday 1200 to Sunday 1200 there was the Scandinavian contest and so I wanted to
make the most of a contest free 20m.
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As soon as I went to 20m, CT4NH worked me immediately and the pile-up to
Europe was on again. As with the previous night, I would ask Europe to stand by for
‘UK and Scandinavia only’ or ‘NA’ and 99.5% of the pile up was well behaved which
made it usually pretty efficient. Pile-ups were pretty thick into Europe and wouldn’t
you know it, THAT DXpedition with its monster split went right on top of my transmit
frequency again at 1500 UTC just like the previous evening. Fortunately I was able to
talk on air with OE6IMD and he stood by as we found a better frequency and then he
spotted me there. Then it was business as usual for another 1.5 hours until the band
died. It was 1630 UTC (2am local), that morning 20m was open to the long path at
2200 UTC and so I wanted to wake up earlier to try and make the most of it.
So I went to bed and woke up four hours later at 2030 UTC/6am. I phoned my
wife on the satellite phone to say all was OK and she spotted me on 20m.
Unfortunately 2100 UTC was too early for LP NA and it was just JA’s except for
HI3RWP who was very loud…..where was everyone else? At 2200 UTC a slower trickle
of LP NA stations appeared so that was great but still not many of them. Then Bruce
N9BX called in to say I was a good signal in MS and I was able to let him know about
the short path NA blockage and that I would be on 40m over the weekend for NA. I
was also starting to log a few west coast USA stations on the long path which is pretty
rare but a welcome surprise. Around 2300 UTC I tried 15m just to see if any W6 or
W7’s could make it and they did, albeit slowly, the regular stream of JA’s helped keep
me awake during these quiet times until I stopped at 0000 UTC/9.30am to check
antennas.
You’ll see the common theme of me referring to the temperature and humidity,
well that’s because it was tough, really tough. The operating position was a tin shack,
the generator powered a fan but it just felt like an air conditioner set to maximum
heat blowing on me. The typical daily temperatures were above 35C for the majority
of the day. In the shack, my digital thermometer showed a maximum temperature of
42.5C during a JA pile up on 15m and the temperature NEVER dropped in the shack
below 30C, it once got as low as 30.0C. It not a dry heat either, the humidity was high
and so this meant that with the sleep deprivation, it was a very draining experience. I
needed to drink six litres of water each day to stay moderately hydrated.
On Saturday and Sunday I would use 0000-0600 UTC (9.30am-3.30pm) to rest, eat
and drink so that I’d be as awake and as ‘fresh’ as possible during the more
productive 0600-0000 UTC period. For both Saturday and Sunday night, I spent more
time on 40m to give North America a chance, but it wasn’t very productive, in fact I
worked more Europeans on 40m early during their daylight prior to 1200 UTC than
W/VE – a great example of the importance of water paths with verticals. So my rate
ended up being slower by spending so much time on 40m on Saturday and Sunday.
But at least it gave some more W/VE IOTA chasers a chance for a new one.
On the Sunday night the Scandinavian contest ended at 1200 UTC so I could
enjoy a nice steady run of Europeans on 20m until the band closed at 1600 UTC. But
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the static levels on 40m were terrible with the approaching storm front. So at 2am I
went to bed as I needed to wake up at 5am to try and take down antennas before it
got too hot. The pack up was uneventful and the boat was loaded by 9am. The boat
ride was very rough and wild and it was a great relief to reach the McArthur River
with smooth water. Three hours after leaving North Island I had loaded up my car
and sat in the driver’s seat with the biggest smile of relief I can recall – AIR
CONDITIONER YAY!!!!!! I was sleep deprived but I thoroughly enjoyed the one hour
drive from King Ash Bay to Borroloola. A welcome shower and meal in an air
conditioned room was a great relief. Then I uploaded the DXpedition to Club Log. My
goal for a VK IOTA is always 1000 QSOs per day with 60% Europe, 25% Asia and 10%
North America. Considering the band conditions were horrendous, I was pleased with
the 2967 QSOs over 3.25 days of operating (912 QSOs per day) with 52% Europe, 33%
Asia and 7% North America.
Thank you to those who sent in contributions before and after the DXpedition.
Without your help, these DXpeditions would never happen.
All that remains now is that 2,830km drive home!

A FEW DAYS ON NORFOLK ISLAND
LAURIE MARGOLIS, G3UML
I’ve always had a bit of a thing about
Norfolk Island. I love islands,
especially Pacific ones; the Pitcairn
connection is fascinating, and it was
one of the last countries I worked to
complete DXCC, ahead only of places
like Burma and North Korea.
We get to Australia about once a
year, visiting our daughter and
grandson in Sydney, and I even now
hold the call VK2UML. Haven’t used it
much, but it’s nice to have. In a quiet
moment about three weeks before
our last visit in November, I wondered how easy it would be to pop over to Norfolk
for a short trip, just to have a look around.
The answer was pretty straightforward. There are three return services a week
from Sydney to Norfolk, and the same from Brisbane. Air New Zealand has the
contract, a slightly odd situation considering both ends of the route are Australian.
They fly an Airbus to the islands, a two-and-a-half hour flight from Sydney, at about
£300 return. I actually returned via Brisbane because the days worked out better for
me. It’s all very simple and civilised.
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From an amateur radio point of view, Norfolk remains difficult. There are no DX
minded stations on the island, and very very few who are licensed at all. There is the
odd expedition, but usually quite small scale, and there’s clearly a lot of demand,
especially away from the main HF bands. I wasn’t planning to operate during my
three days there, but I was obviously keenly interested in possibilities. When Jim
Smith, VK9NS, was still with us, he was on the air often with good signals on all
bands, running a regular net on 14222 But that was a long time ago. In a fair amount
of driving around the island, I never saw any location where I thought – yup, that’s
the place.
I’d looked around the internet for
accommodation and was quite
surprised by the choice. I booked in for
two nights at the Mokutu A-frame
Chalets just because it looked nice, and
it was. I had a really comfortable two
double bedded cottage with fully
equipped kitchen, comfortable sitting
room, and every amenity on a pretty
site near the capital, Burnt Pine. It was
about £70 a night and could have easily
slept four. This wouldn’t have been a
good operating site, but was very
pretty with a lovely pool and garden. I was met at the airport by a striking willowy
blonde, Shari, one of the couple who run Mokutu. Her partner Troy was also an
antiquarian map dealer, an interest of mine, so we were on good terms immediately.
The only real issue was internet access, fast but pricey all over the island.
The only potential ham contact I had was Jim Smith’s widow Kirsti, VK9NL. I didn’t
even know if she was still alive. I asked Troy if he knew her or any other amateurs on
the island. He thought there was a guy called John Anderson but knew nothing about
him. A bit of qrz.com probing found this to be VK9JA, a vaguely familiar call from way
back.
I hired a car and spent my first afternoon touring around. The island is about five
km by eight and has 130 km of bumpy but serviceable roads. The island has a highest
point, a double topped hill called Mount Pitt and Mount Bates at 1000 feet, with a
great 360° all round sea view and a good road to the top. There’s a cluster of
professional antennas up there, of course. Most of the coast is cliffs with odd points
where you can get down to the sea. There’s really only one safe swimming beach,
Emily Bay on the south coast, which is lovely and near all of the important historical
sites. The North side of the island is a National Park, heavily wooded and fairly
inaccessible without a serious hike. In the centre is the commercial “capital”, Burnt
Pine, a busy little place with a small shopping mall, tourist shops, cafes, car rental,
and those staples of small Australian towns, the bowls club and the rugby club, both
of which had good restaurants open to all. The climate is always pleasant, good
English summer, temperatures always in a 10-28C range with a fair bit of rain. When I
was there it was about 21C, cool at night, sunny and breezy. It’s fertile, well wooded,
and not the slightest bit “desert islandy”.
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The overall impression of the island is really pretty Devon interspersed with
prosperous Australian suburbia. All of which makes the main historical area, the
Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic area, or KAVHA, come as something of a shock,
because it’s a pretty sombre and grim place, though with some lovely architecture in
a spectacular setting.
Let’s do the history bit – Norfolk had some Polynesian settlement probably from
the 1100’s to the 1400’s. Some very limited remains have been found. Next along
was Captain Cook in 1774. Very shortly after the First Fleet arrived at Sydney Cove
bringing convicts in 1788, another settlement, in what is now the KAVHA area, was
up and running on Norfolk and faring rather better than Sydney, then called Port
Jackson, which proved difficult to farm. The colony there was starving, relief from
Britain never arrived, and Sydney was sustained by food sent from Norfolk.
The first British settlement was abandoned in 1814, with most of the structures
destroyed. The British were obsessed with the French, who were always sniffing
around the area, taking over. But the
Brits were back in 1825, building a
particularly harsh and brutal convict
settlement. The place is beautiful but as
night draws in positively creepy. The
convict buildings are all still there,
redolent with scary ghost stories and
some pretty rough history. It’s all easily
accessible, well preserved and with
good on-site museums. There are also
some beautiful late Georgian cottages,
and a fine Government House where the island government hangs out. And, rather
weirdly in this mix – Australia’s first cricket pitch, a nice looking golf course, its first
surveyed road, a very atmospheric graveyard, and the island’s best beach, Emily,
mentioned earlier.
The Pitcairn connection goes back to 1856. Pitcairn was overpopulated at 193
inhabitants (about 37 nowadays) and the colony was failing. The islanders had long
been forgiven their famous Bounty mutiny and Queen Victoria offered them Norfolk
Island as a new home. They all turned up, with a new arrival making it 194. Although
the Pitcairn settlement was later re-established, the links between the islands remain
strong, with Pitcairn names – Christian, McCoy, Quintal and Adams, popping up
among the 1700 Norfolkers.
Forward to the 1940’s and Norfolk is not that far from the Japanese/Allied conflict
in the Coral Sea, the Solomons and New Guinea. The island never saw any hostilities,
but the Americans built a big airstrip, which now serves as the airport and takes
medium sized jets.
Overlaying all this is an intriguing modern political row. The islands had long been
in the care of Australia though with significant local autonomy. They hit financial
trouble in 2014, appealed to Australia for help which was forthcoming, but at the loss
of most of their independence and the downgrading of the administration to not
much more than a New South Wales town council. There are widespread local
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objections to this, which lead to Life of Brian type conversations – “What did the
Australians ever do for us? -- oh, pensions, social security, infrastructure, good
medical care ... Yes but apart from that, what did they ever do for us?” All over the
islands you see the proud local flag, looking a bit like the Lebanese branch of the
Celtic Supporters Club – a green-white-green tricolour with a Norfolk pine, rather like
a Lebanese cedar, on the white bit. There’ve been appeals to the Queen, even some
UK MP’s brought out for the arduous task of examining the problem.
I went into the offices in Burnt Pine of this very polite revolutionary movement
and chatted to one of the organisers, Greg Magri. Did he by any chance remember
Kirsti Smith? Of course he did. Was she still around? He thought so.
Deploying all my 40+ years of journalistic experience, I looked in the local phone
book and of course there she was, about a mile from where I was staying. I’d virtually
driven past her door half a dozen times already.
I rang her. A clipped Norwegian female voice answered. I introduced myself and
asked if I could pop in to say hallo. Sure, she said, come right over.
Kirsti lives in a small bungalow almost opposite the island school, up a track from
one of the busier roads (which isn’t very busy). There’s a 6m beam on the roof but no
sign of other antennas. Kirsti invites me in. She’s 81, bright as a button, and great to
talk to.
On the left as you walk into the
bungalow is the shack, still much
as Jim had left it. There’s an
FT1000 all connected up, lots of
QSL’s, books, certificates and
logbooks, all reassuring and
familiar. But the final QSO in
Kirsti’s log is in 2008. She can’t be
bothered any more – the QRM, the
QSL’ing, the constant demand,
she’d had enough.
My bottom had hardly hit the
chair when Kirsti said she’d been
really angry at an RSGB HF Convention in the 80’s. I shifted uneasily in my seat. Why?
Well, she said, they’d introduced Jim as a speaker, lots about him, a vote of thanks
afterwards and she hadn’t even been mentioned. This was quite a long way to come
to stop such a broadside.
Well, I said nervously, it was actually me who’d done that introduction. I’d been
called in at a few minutes’ notice for some reason and just came out with what I
could manage. To be honest I didn’t even realise you were there, I told her. She
wasn’t at all impressed but we got on fine after that.
Kirsti qualified in the Norwegian merchant marine as a radio operator in 1956.
The Norwegians were well ahead in sending women to sea. She found herself
working in New Guinea in the 1970’s when she met Jim, then P29JS, who had
recently been widowed. He must have thought all his numbers had come up at once
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– what must have been a very attractive Norwegian woman who was also a top class
professional CW operator! They moved to Norfolk Island, Jim becoming VK9NS and
Kirsti VK9NL. Although Jim was widely known, Kirsti was also pretty active, almost
entirely on CW.
Jim was involved in a lot of Pacific activity from the 70’s onwards, and set up the
Heard Island DX Association, which ran an early operation on VK0H, as well as
backing other expeditions. Kirsti says he lost a fortune on this.
There are almost no antennas left at the site – one tower fell down, so she had
that and another, and all the aluminium antennas, cut up and taken away. (I
attempted to conceal my weeping at this stage). There are still 40 acres of rolling
upland, mostly grass, a potentially great location, which she wants to keep together
for her children. Rather sadly the wooden supports for Jim’s 40 metre four-square
are still just about there, looking like some Saxon shrine.
I left and went straight on to my
second appointment of the afternoon,
well across the island at VK9JA, who
had also agreed to me dropping in.
John is 80, with a busy background in
film-making, meteorology, and
professional radio operating. He lives
in another cosy bungalow at the foot
of the islands biggest hills. There’s a
low doublet in the trees, an FT920
inside in a neat set-up, and activity
mostly on maritime mobile nets in the
Pacific. He’s another who hates all that
comes with being rare DX, and just
doesn’t want to get involved. I had a brief listen across 20 and 15 at 1600 local but
there was nothing audible. John has his own dish downloading fast internet from a
satellite, faster and cheaper than doing it through the island telecoms people.
John gave me a DVD of a movie – made on film stock – he’d shot on Pitcairn. I’m
looking forward to watching it. But I discovered his main interest when he asked me
to follow him across the island to his museum. We parked outside a small chapel, and
inside was an Aladdin’s Cave – though a rather dusty and spidery one – of radio and
electronic gear. There was quite a bit of early Yaesu gear (he used to import it when
Norfolk was a duty free zone and Japanese gear was much cheaper than in Australia
or New Zealand) including a tidy looking FT101B/FL2000 combination. There were all
sorts of ex-military stuff in racks, and some telegraph terminals going back to the
very late 1900’s. There was also a box I had not seen since 1959 – a ZC1, a New
Zealand made military AM transmitter/receiver that worked on 160, 80 and 40. I
know because my newly licensed dad, G3NMR, had one in 1959 though he soon
stopped using it because of badly quality reports. It felt like a coffin creaking open
seeing one of those again.
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So that was it – an afternoon with two-thirds of the ham population of VK9N.
There is one other, VK9NMZ, but my limited efforts to contact him came to nothing. I
drove down his street and there was no sign of any significant antenna system.
So my Sunday to Tuesday trip ended in the best way, with me wanting more. I
would say that for anyone wanting something a bit different during an Australia trip,
a short spell on Norfolk would be a treat. Lord Howe is similar and also easy to get to,
but Norfolk is far more interesting and substantial.

LETTER FROM BONAIRE
STEVE TELENIUS-LOWE, PJ4DX
“Bonaire?” “Never heard of it!”
“Where is that?” “How big is it?”
“How many people live there?”
Those are the usual questions that I
am asked when I tell most people in
the UK where I am living. DXers, on
the other hand, have at least heard
of Bonaire and most would be able
to point to it on a map – but many
don't know much more than that. So
here is an introduction to Bonaire
and amateur radio on PJ4.
First, Some Geography
Bonaire is located only 80km from the coast of Venezuela, so along with Curacao
(PJ2) and Aruba (P4) it is very definitely part of South America. It is just under 300km2
in size, which makes it about half the size of the Isle of Man, but with a population of
under 20,000 it is less crowded.
The southern half of the island is flat – extremely flat – rising only a few metres
above the sea and this part of the island is mostly given over to the production of
salt, most of which ends up on the roads of North America in the winter. The
northern part of the island is more hilly, rising to 240m ASL. There are only two
settlements on the island, the main town, Kralendijk, which lies in a sheltered bay on
the west coast, and Rincon, originally founded by the Spanish in the 16th century
towards the north of the island. Yes, the Spanish were here, as were the Brits, just for
a short time during the Napoleonic Wars (in fact it was the Brits who founded
Kralendijk), but for most of the last 400 years or so Bonaire has been a Dutch
territory.
The climate is hot and dry, with an average daytime temperature of about 30ºC,
but usually with a cooling easterly wind. There is a 'wet' season between about
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October or November and February, but even then there is not much rain. From
March to September there is hardly any rain at all.
New DXCC
Between 1954 and 2010 Bonaire was part of the Netherlands Antilles, a
constituent country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. For DXCC purposes Curacao
and Bonaire were then a single entity, Aruba having already separated from the
Netherlands Antilles in 1986. However, from 10 October 2010 the Netherlands
Antilles has ceased to exist. On that date Curacao (PJ2) and Sint Maarten (PJ7)
became independent countries within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, whereas
Bonaire, Sint Eustatius (or 'Statia', PJ5) and Saba (PJ6) became 'special municipalities'
of the Netherlands. As a result of the dissolution of the Netherlands Antilles, Bonaire
became a new DXCC entity on 10/10/10.
Incidentally, despite now being part of the Netherlands, the only currency used
on Bonaire is the US dollar – Euros are not legal tender here and are generally not
accepted.
The Four PJ4s
Since July 2017 there are only four resident radio amateurs on Bonaire: David
PJ4VHF (N7BHC), Peter PJ4NX (PA3CNX), Bert PJ4KY (PE2KY), and me. Formerly
Bonaire's most active CW operator, Hans PJ4LS (PA0JLS), moved back to the
Netherlands in July for family reasons.
Bonaire's only prefix these days is PJ4, although other digits have been used in the
past (those active in the 1980s and 1990s may remember the PJ1B contest station
that was here on Bonaire). Only those with resident permits can obtain a 'permanent'
PJ4 two-letter or three-letter callsign - non-residents need to sign PJ4/ own call.
There is one exception. PJ4 one-letter callsigns can be issued to residents and nonresidents alike for contest operations of up to 48-hours duration. All licences,
whether for two days, one year or five years, cost $56. Bonaire has signed up to the
CEPT T/R 61-01 recommendation, so those amateurs from CEPT countries can
operate here for up to three months without the need to apply for a reciprocal
licence.
David, PJ4VHF, is the chief engineer at the Trans World Radio 800kHz mediumwave broadcast station. Despite working with a 100kW MF transmitter (soon to be
upgraded to 450kW carrier power!), as his callsign suggests he is mainly interested in
VHF (and UHF) work. Peter, PJ4NX, has a nice station with an Optibeam OB9-5 and a
6m beam but due to his business and other commitments he is not very active at
present. Peter recently bought a surplus 12m dish and plans to become active on
23cm EME. Bert, PJ4KY, is not active at the time of writing but he has recently
imported a tower from the Netherlands and has plans for some big HF antennas. He
is located on a peninsula almost completely surrounded by salt water, so should have
a great signal when he gets on the air.
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The Contest Stations
Although there are only four resident hams on Bonaire, there are in fact two
other stations on the island. One has been around for quite a few years now and this
is the PJ4G contest station. Owned by Noah K2NG, it is located on a hill-top site,
inland but with a clear take-off to the sea. It is usually in use for the CQWW contests
in the autumn and the ARRL DX contests in the spring. At other times of year the
station is available for rent - see http:\\www.pj4g.com.
The second station is currently being built, or I should say “re-built”. Earlier I
mentioned the PJ1B contest station, which has not been on the air since 1999. The
house had also been unoccupied since then and was in a state of disrepair. But its
owner Walt WA3LRO started a major renovation project at the end of 2016. The
station is located in a remote part of the island, on a cliff top immediately above the
sea and is approached by a 6km dirt track necessitating the use of a four-wheel drive
vehicle. It is completely off-grid and all power is provided by generators but this
means it is also a very quiet radio location. Although by no means completed, the
station was activated for the first time in 17 years as PJ4K in the CQWW Phone
contest in October 2017. One 27m high tower remains from the 1990s and has now
been fitted with new guy wires. Eventually there will be two more towers 43m high
with stacked monobanders plus vertical arrays for the low bands.
PJ4DX On The Air

The semi-detached house: PJ4DX QTH on the
left, the guest accommodation on the right. At the
left of the photo is the Spiderbeam mast.

PJ4Q in the CQWW Phone contest, October
2017: foreground Steve PJ4DX, background
Don G3XTT.

My station is rather more modest! Eva and I live 2km inland from the west coast
of the island on the edge of Kralendijk. I use a Yaesu FT-2000 and Acom 1500
amplifier to a 5-band Spiderbeam at about 10 or 11m high on a rotatable push-up
mast. On 40m I use an elevated quarter-wave vertical or sometimes a pair of them,
phased towards Europe and the Middle East. On 80m I have a quarter-wave vertical
with ground radials, based on an 18m Spiderbeam fibreglass pole, while on 160m
there's an inverted-L with the top up at about 22m. The power limit here is 1kW,
although the PJ4 one-letter contest call licences allow up to 1.5kW output.
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We moved to Bonaire in November 2013 and I was issued with the PJ4DX licence
in December. Since then I have made 75,000 QSOs and worked 300 DXCC entities (I
was stuck on 299 worked for a very long time; it was 9U4M that gave me the number
300 in November). I use LoTW and qualify for 7-band DXCC just using the LoTW
confirmations, but for those who need a paper QSL from me, Tim M0URX is my QSL
Manager and does an excellent job.

PJ4DX antennas: 80m quarter-wave vertical, 5-band
Spiderbeam, pair of phased 40m elevated verticals (160m
antenna not in picture).

Those who know me will also know that I am first and foremost an SSB operator.
Despite passing the old 12wpm Morse test at North Foreland Radio back in 1980, I'll
be the first to admit that my CW skills have never been up to working pile-ups or
doing a contest. However, in the last couple of years I've broken the habit of a
lifetime and started to call DXpeditions using CW. I can copy “PJ4DX 599” OK and,
thanks to the memory keyer in the FT-2000, I can send my call, a report, TU, 73 etc
perfectly accurately at any speed up to 60WPM. Just don't expect me to read
anything other than “PJ4DX 599”! My best CW QSO by far was with VK0EK on Heard
Island in March 2016. The only band I could hear them on – on any mode – was 30m
but, not being a CW operator, I had no antenna for that band. Despite the high SWR I
called them using the 80m quarter-wave vertical and was astounded when they came
back after just a couple of calls!
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Visiting Bonaire
If you want to visit and operate from Bonaire I'd be pleased to help. We have not
yet bought a house here and so we are renting one half of a semi-detached house.
The other half of the semi is available for short-term holiday visitors – see
http:\\www.bokbonapartments.com/en Most visitors to the rental unit are divers
from Holland or USA (Bonaire has some of the best shore diving in the world), but the
owners are very 'ham-friendly' and we have also had quite a few amateur radio
visitors. The rental income goes to the owners of course but I ask a small additional
charge for the use of my equipment and antennas – we simply move the equipment
and coaxes from our house through the window next door.
The station has been used for casual 'holiday-style' operations, more serious
DXpeditions and contest operations. As well as my own single-operator contest
activity, PJ4Q in the CQWW Phone and / or CW contests each year since 2013 has
been from this station, as was PJ4Y in the CQWW CW contest in November 2017.
For partners or children perhaps not interested in amateur radio there are lots of
other things to do and see on Bonaire:












SCUBA diving
Snorkelling
Swimming (in the Caribbean, or the swimming pool is usually at 30ºC)
Wind surfing
Kite boarding
Sailing
Kayaking through the mangroves
Bird watching (we have humming birds, parakeets and troupials in the garden;
flamingos and pelicans can always be seen and, if you're lucky, the rare Yellowshouldered Amazon Parrot)
Other wildlife (iguanas in the garden, donkeys just outside the gate)
Off-road driving
European rock art

There are daily flights to
Bonaire from Amsterdam Schiphol
airport with KLM and TUI, with
KLM also providing connections
from UK airports. I'd be pleased to
provide further information for
anyone considering making a visit
to Bonaire.
Salt flats in the south of Bonaire
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teleniuslowe@gmail.com

VK9AR OC-216: ASHMORE REEF – AUSTRALIA’S
LAST FRONTIER
MIKE AB5EB, MIKE AD5A AND CRAIG VK5CE
The VK9AR OC-216 DXpedition was an
amazing and exciting adventure to one of
the most remote parts of Australia. The
Ashmore Reef Commonwealth Marine
Reserve is located on Australia’s NorthWest Shelf in the Indian Ocean at
122°59’E, 12°11’S, about 330 nautical
miles (610 km) north of Broome (VK6) and
just 80 nautical miles (145 km) south of
the Indonesian Island of Pulau Rote (YB9).
IOTA OC-216 is made up of uninhabited,
small, low lying islands composed of coral and sand, with some grass cover.
Indonesian fisherman have traditionally utilised the coastal resources of Ashmore
Reef since the early eighteenth century. Prevailing trade winds and local landmarks
were used to set course and sail between the islands. The first recorded European
discovery of the islands was in 1811 and the 1850s saw the operation of American
whalers in the region later followed by phosphate mining.
Due to its proximity to
Indonesia, and the area being
traditional fishing grounds of
Indonesian fishermen for
centuries, some Indonesian groups
claim Ashmore Reef to be part
of the East Nusa
Tenggara province. In 1974,
Australia and Indonesia entered into a Memorandum of Understanding recognising
the traditional use by Indonesian fisherman of the territory’s resources and granting
the rights of access to Australian waters. Under the Memorandum of Understanding
traditional Indonesian fisherman are permitted to land on West Island to replenish
their stores of fresh water, visit the graves of past fishers and to take shelter in the
West Island Lagoon. Defence of Ashmore Reef is the responsibility of Australia by
the Royal Australian Navy and Australian Customs and Border Protection Service.
When illegal activity is suspected crews are arrested, prosecuted and their vessels
impounded.
Ashmore Reef is of the most remote parts of the country. Australian vessels very
rarely visit it as it is three days away from the nearest port of Broome. The reef
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boasts high species and habitat diversity with 14 varieties of sea snake, 433 species of
mollusc, 70 fish species and 255 varieties of coral. The islands also have significant
marine turtle nesting areas, migratory bird populations, stingray, dugong and whale
sharks. Whilst at Ashmore Reef, the Bird Watchers and Researchers focussed on
migratory shorebirds and seabirds, in particular bridled terns, common
noddies, brown boobies, eastern reef egrets, frigatebirds, tropicbirds, red-footed
boobies, roseate terns, crested terns and lesser crested terns.
Apart from those IOTA’s that have never ever been activated before, OC-216 was
the 5th rarest on the IOTA Most Wanted list being claimed by only 1.9% of chasers.
Way back 21 years ago in August 1996, Steve AA6LF went to OC-216 for its one and
only activation as VK4ALF/VK9 making 467 QSOs. We also operated from the
uninhabited low lying West Island made up of coral and sand with some grass cover.
It’s a small island measuring 680m (2200ft) west to east at its widest part and 450m
(1480ft) north to south at its longest point.
Mike AB5EB and Mike AD5A flew out on Wednesday November 1st from San
Antonio to reach Sydney in VK2 by early Friday morning. Meanwhile on Thursday,
Craig VK5CE was in final contact with the Senior Border Force Officer in Broome from
Australia’s Border Force to make sure they knew we’d be on Ashmore Reef. Back in
the air, Mike and Mike started their long 4.5 hour flight from Sydney to Perth in VK6
whilst Craig flew from Adelaide VK5 to Perth. It was great to reunite in Perth and
then fly north to Broome for 3 hours to arrive there at 7pm local time. Both Mike’s
travelled for 34 hours via plane from San Antonio to Broome!
On Saturday with the heat of 35C and 80% humidity, Broome is certainly a
tropical paradise but it’s also a hot and sweaty place during the “build up” – this is
the transition between the tourist friendly dry season and the wet season. It was
good for us because a lot of the tourists had left Broome for the season and the town
wasn’t too busy, but the weather made life uncomfortable. We had brought all our
radio gear with us on the plane and Craig had freighted the generators and bandpass
filters to Broome prior to our trip. Now it was time to get life support equipment to
build a radio city.
We loaded up the hired four-wheel drive with all the antennas, coax and pelican
boxes and had enough space in the vehicle for some more gear, so it was time to visit
Broome Hire Centre for equipment we pre-hired. Our boat Captain was very
accommodating and after a quick phone call he met us down at the Town Beach boat
ramp so that we could give him the gear for loading onto the boat. This was a chance
for us to talk a about the detailed logistics of the DXpedition and he was happy with
how things were progressing. We then headed off to camping and hardware stores to
purchase equipment that was too expensive to ship up or hire and was cheaper to
just buy and leave with the Captain as a thank you gift. This included fuel containers,
fuel, shade structures, guy poles, extensions cords, fans, first aid items and all the
other items needed to build an effective station to operate and survive in the
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oppressive heat and humidity of a barren uninhabited tropical island. We filled the
4WD vehicle for the second time and offloaded the equipment to the Captain again.
So, with that critical job done, we could breathe easy knowing that all radio
equipment was on board the vessel. After lunch we could spend the afternoon
talking DXpedition strategy and doing more shopping for personal items.
At 0000 UTC on Sunday November 5th we boarded and left Broome. Seas were a
bit rough and after four hours at sea Craig and other bird researchers became seasick
and spent the rest of the day and night in bed as the seas became extremely rough.
On Monday the seas were better, so we were all to spend the day out of bed and
eat food again. The three of us continued to talk strategy including the format of the
new IREF website which will be done in the New Year. The birdwatching researchers
have similarities to DXers. As soon as a rare species is spotted on the boat, others
with big binoculars and cameras come running – sound familiar? Mike AB5EB tried
his hand at fishing and managed to land his first Indian Ocean fish and then Mike
AD5A was able to make the same claim a few minutes later. There were some great
sights on the water with pods of short finned pilot whales, dolphins including bottle
nose, Fraser and the rarer spinners to keep us entertained.
On Tuesday it was our third day
at sea and the boat arrived at the
Ashmore Reef Marine Park at 3pm
local time which was a few hours
later than expected. The Captain
made contact over the radio with
the Australian Border Force vessel
permanently stationed at Ashmore
Reef to intercept illegal boat
people entering Australian waters.
After a short while we were
boarded by Australian Border Force
personnel to inspect the boat and
assess the permits and documentation of our operation, the bird researchers and the
vessel itself. I’d already spoken to and then e-mailed the details and documentation
of our operation to the Senior Border Force Officer at the Western Australian
Regional Command just prior to flying to Broome. So the Border Force Officers
already knew about our radio operation and this made the whole process so much
easier. The main issue was to ensure that we had appropriate life support on the
island and that we would be able to safely arrive and leave the island based on the
tides there.
The hours that we operated on Ashmore Reef were dictated by the tides. It was
now 4pm, two hours before darkness and the Border Force Officers gave us approval
to land on Ashmore Reef and build our camp and erect antennas. But it meant that
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by the time we were finished it was dark and so they would not allow us to safely
return to the boat. This scenario was ideal as it meant we could operate overnight at
times that were favourable to Europe and North America. This was the case for the
first three evenings where tides and safety considerations meant that we could be on
the air for longer than originally expected. The downside was that we could not
operate for a fourth day because the boat needed to depart at 9am local time and
the tides would have left us stranded on the reef.
So on Day One of operation at 4pm local or 0800 UTC we left the boat in an
overloaded aluminium outboard to try and beat the lowering tide. The weather was
around 35C and 80% humidity and it was incredibly hard work to quickly erect a
station with three operating positions before the sun went down. By 1000 UTC we
were on the air with 20m SSB 400W, 30m CW 300W and 40m 100W. Pile ups were of
course horrendous and Craig and Mike (AD5A) called it quits eight hours later at 1800
UTC after 20m and 30m closed whilst poor Mike AB5EB kept going on 40m until
sunrise. We had the three stations up and running again the next morning at 2130
UTC until 15m/20m/30m dried up around 0000 UTC. There was sleep deprivation,
heat stress and fatigue but it was counterbalanced with the excitement and adrenalin
of successfully getting the island on the air to all parts of the word.

We limited the different band and mode slots put on air to limit dupes and
maximise uniques. It also had the advantage that each operator would understand
the propagation of their band better and would know when to listen for hard to
reach places. The pattern would be generally around 0800 UTC in the afternoon we
would start as Mike AB5EB on 15m CW (barefoot), Mike AD5A on 17m CW (300W)
and Craig on 20m SSB (400W). Then as the evening continued Mike AB5EB would go
to 40m CW (barefoot) and Mike AD5A transitioned to 30m CW (300W) and we all
continued until the bands individually closed. Overnight the temperatures were
around 25-28C and the humidity was still very high, and we were lucky to sometimes
have a light breeze to fan our sweaty sand encrusted bodies. We would squeeze in a
couple of hours sleep before rising at sunrise and by around 2100 UTC we’d have
Mike AB5EB starting on 20m CW (barefoot), Mike AD5A 30m CW (300W) and Craig
VK5CE 40m SSB (400W), then AD5A would transition over to 17m CW and Craig
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would go to 15m SSB and all three stations would continue to around 0100 UTC when
the bands would die. Then around 0800 UTC in the afternoon the routine would
continue.
We would frequently ask for North America only or Europe only to maximise
QSO’s to the longer haul destinations and on 20m Craig would also call for United
Kingdom and Scandinavia only. This worked well with many W1s and VE3s getting in
the log and over 100 EI/UK stations and over 200 Scandinavians.
Lots of challenges presented themselves. For example, in the extreme conditions,
a power supply failed but we managed to rig two K3s to run off one power supply to
power the 75W CW station and squeeze enough power into the amp from the
second K3 to get 300W out. The second biggest challenge was the sun. With the SFI
in the 70’s, A index in the 30s and the K index hovering between 4 and 6 we felt that
despite horrible band conditions we were successful in averaging over 1000 QSOs per
person per day. The biggest challenge was the weather, it was hot and humid, I mean
really hot and humid……… no I mean REALLY hot and humid. When packing up the
VK9AR radio city we were pushed to our physical limits and the thought of finally
being able to rest on the oasis of the boat was enough to keep us going.
On the return journey from Ashmore Reef to Broome, there was an opportunity
for the bird researchers to do a quick 2-4 hour visit to Browse Island to do some bird
watching. Browse Island OC-234 is a small 35 acre uninhabited island which is an
important nesting site for Green Turtles and many seabirds. This presented us with
the chance to do a quick activation there as well. We had no choice of the
arrival/departure time or length of stay as this was purely for the birdwatchers. But
considering this IOTA was activated once only in 2000 and was only claimed by 10.2%
of chasers, we made the effort to get it on the air with two stations for as long as we
could. The boat arrived at the island in the dead of night and we were on the back of
the deck ready to go at 3.30am (1930 UTC). As Browse is surrounded with a rocky
coral reef and there was a nasty swell at the reef, we could not land there during the
dark. The earliest the captain could safely let us depart was 4.45am (2045 UTC). We
landed on the steep beach and quickly brought up the tent, generator, antennas, rigs,
amplifiers etc. and 45 minutes later we were on the air with one station on 20m CW
(300W) and the other on 17m SSB and CW running barefoot. Due to the safety issues
of landing, it was unfortunately too late in the morning for Europe and only some got
in the log. To our great surprise conditions on both 20m and 17m were good across
the entire continent of North America (even with 100W SSB on 17m). We know that
Europe missed out with this, but remember that OC-234 wasn’t a DXpedition. It was
just a quick visit on the way back from the OC-216 DXpedition where we operated as
an additional bonus to hundreds of IOTA chasers who were lucky enough to work us.
The weather on Browse Island was again oppressive. But as we loaded the last bit
of gear back on the boat, we looked at each other and were amazed. Did we really
just spend four hours on that island, it was over in a blink of an eye. On Sunday and
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Monday, the return boat journey from Browse Island to Broome was incredibly
rough. Everyone spent most of their time in bed due to safety reasons, glasses and
crockery on the boat smashed in cupboards and downlights would fall out of the
ceiling from the smashing of the boat on the waves. We all agreed that it was easy to
sleep in our bunks when we were floating in the air above our beds, but we would
tend to wake up when we got body slammed onto the bunk!
On Tuesday November 14, everyone was delighted to arrive safe and sound in
Broome and the following day we spent time returning hire gear, picking up the
remaining equipment from the boat and freighting back gear to Adelaide in VK5 such
as generators. The team would like to thank our sponsors and we hope to have the
chance to bring you another rare one again in the future.
Final results were:
AB5EB Mike, AD5A Mike and VK5CE Craig operated as VK9AR (OC-216) for 2.5
days (2 days 13.5 hours) and made 8167 QSOs. AB5EB and AD5A operated CW and
VK5CE was on SSB. QSOs were Asia (50%), Europe (33%) and North America (13%)
with 62% CW and 38% SSB.
We also operated as VK9AR/6 (OC-234) for 3 hours and made 725 QSOs with Asia
(72%) and North/South America (21%) again with 62% CW and 38% SSB.

OPERATING FROM THE REMOTE PUKAPUKA
ATOLL (E51LYC, OC-098)
CEZAR TRIFU, VE3LYC
I had been communicating with
Andy (E51AND) for a few years in
hope that he would be able to
eventually take a trip to the remote
Pukapuka Atoll, located about
1,140km from his residence in
Rarotonga. Pukapuka counts toward
the IOTA group OC-098, which was
last operated from in January 1995,
and was in demand by 92% of the
IOTA membership. An opportunity
finally occurred in February 2017,
when Andy travelled by boat to the
neighbouring Nassau Atoll on an
assignment. Situated about 60km from Pukapuka, Nassau is part of the same IOTA
group. Unfortunately, his time on the island was shorter than originally expected, and
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he also had some problems with the equipment. As a result, he was unable to
operate.
On his return back to Rarotonga, I told
Andy that I was interested in carrying out
a trip myself. To my surprise, he
mentioned that there is a flight scheduled
in May for the Ministry of Education of
Cook Islands, and there was a seat
available on the plane! The Ministry was
undertaking an update of the school
curriculum and was sending a couple of
their specialists to coordinate with the
local teachers. Over the next few weeks I worked around the clock, under Andy’s
guidance, to ensure that all the logistics were in place for this project.
Since boat travel to Pukapuka is unpredictable, and there are no regular flights to
it either, my only option was the flight scheduled by the Ministry of Education,
arriving on the atoll on May 11th and leaving on May 23rd. This was much longer than
I would have considered for this operation but I had no choice. My total luggage
allowance was strictly limited by Air Rarotonga to 30 kg. When I found out that a boat
would leave for Pukapuka a few weeks in advance, I arranged to purchase and ship
through them some bottled water and groceries, together with some coax cable and
two power supplies which were lent to me by Andy and Jim (E51JD).
Upon arrival in Rarotonga I was greeted at the airport by Andy, Milan (E51DWC),
and Doug (E51DLD). Milan and his family offered to host me during the few nights I
spent there. He brought a lot of radio equipment to Rarotonga, and worked tirelessly
to raise a small antenna farm, while his wife Alice and daughter Natalie enjoyed living
in paradise. Milan was daily on the air, logging over 67,000 QSOs on CW, SSB, and
RTTY, including many on 80 and 160 m. The morning of the flight to Pukapuka, the
airline personnel informed us that one of the passengers would not show up, and as
such we could take a few more kilograms with us if needed, for a fee. It was too late
for me, but those flying home didn’t miss the opportunity to pack more stuff.
Pukapuka is home to about 400 people but is not a tourist destination. Its lagoon
has virtually no sea life and there are no amenities on the island. I operated an Icom
IC-7000, 100w transceiver with a multi-band vertical from the only guesthouse,
located on the south side of Wale, the only inhabited islet, just over 1km2 in surface.
Upon arrival, I took possession of the equipment and grocery boxes, but the locals
couldn’t locate my bottled water. Despite my repeated reminders, I only received the
bottled water four days later! Meanwhile, I was offered some coconuts. Rich in
electrolytes, the coconut water was excellent for dehydration, but highly insufficient.
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I arranged ahead of time to receive two meals per day and most of the groceries I
brought were to help the locals prepare them for me. Unfortunately, I was only
provided with one evening meal during the entire first three days. It was extremely
hot day and night, and I was both hungry and thirsty. But the propagation conditions
were pretty good during these first days, which must have helped me to avoid
focusing on anything else other than making contacts! As such, 60% of all QSOs were
logged during these days.
During my stay on the island I logged a total of 5631 QSOs with 3310 stations in
79 DXCC on six continents. More than 76% of these contacts were on CW, with the
rest on SSB, using all bands from 40 to 10m. The continental distribution of
contacts/stations was AS 54/45%, NA 22/25%, EU 19/26%, OC 3%, with SA and AF
below 1% each.
Beginning day four, the propagation conditions started to worsen as a result of a
solar flare and remained poor for close to a week, only slowly coming back up during
my last couple days of operation. I tried to listen for EU stations around every
possible opening suggested by the propagation software. The best results were on
20m, between 5.00 and 8.30 UTC, the window shrinking sometimes to no more than
30 minutes. In these conditions, a few stations opted to use long distance remotes,
which were easy to identify, as their signals were unjustifiably strong, without any
QSB or flutter, when the propagation was only open to Asia or North America. I
subsequently removed these QSOs from the log in order to preserve the integrity of
the IOTA Programme.
The Japanese stations, however,
benefited of good propagation conditions
for various periods of time throughout the
day, which is why I alternated general calls
with those directed only at new ones. The
chasers understood my intentions pretty
quickly, and acted accordingly. This allowed
1365 Japanese stations (41%) to log 2867
QSOs (51%). However, 126 JA operators or
more than 9% of all JA stations logged five
or more QSOs each, totalling 27% of all contacts with Japan!
The drop in propagation conditions allowed me to rest a little but also gave me
time to visit the island and interact with the locals. My station was located close to
the reef, with the antenna only about 10m from the water edge. The southern trade
winds provided a most welcome breeze for long periods of time. At times, the strong
winds covered the antenna in extremely fine salt water particles, which over time
contributed to a significant corrosion of all metal parts, some of which had to be
fixed in order to keep the station on the air. Every now and then, however, when the
breeze shut off, the combination of heat and humidity was unbearable. To make life
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even more miserable, the mosquitoes were ferocious during these periods of time, as
the 25% deet-based spray didn’t provide the expected deterrent.
After the first rather timid few days, the relationship with the locals grew
stronger. Pio Ravarua, who was also the Island Administrator, provided me with a
daily evening meal, which gave us a chance to sit down and chat about the life on the
island. The local legends underline that the first indigenous people found coconut
trees when they discovered their land in immemorial times. This tree was essential in
supporting their culture on the remote reef. It provided them with building material,
furniture, storage baskets, fishing tools, weapons, as well as drinks and food. Coconut
oil (copra) was the main island export for much of the 20th century, but market
conditions have changed since, and this traditional produce is no longer extracted.
Fishing and taro plantations are the main sources of food on the island. Taro is a
vegetable rich in starch, but low in proteins, similar to the potato. Taro plantations
were developed in marshy areas, and exclusively worked by women. While the entire
land on the island has been long partitioned and is transmitted from father to eldest
son, the marsh areas are owned by the women, and transmitted to daughters only.
Along the civil administration, led by a mayor, the islanders also have a traditional
social organization. Families elect five chiefs, which form a council, from which a
super-chief is chosen. Burial sites are family oriented, and located on land owned by
the respective families. So much is everything ruled by traditions, that spouses are
buried separately, on their birth family lots.
The life on the atoll has historically been marked by violent cyclones. The last such
major event was cyclone Percy, which occurred in early 2005. Luckily, there were no
fatalities but the entire infrastructure was destroyed. Since then, more than 30% of
the locals have moved away from the island, mostly to New Zealand and Rarotonga.
Nevertheless, the local school still enlists about 150 students. A new cyclone shelter
was built and opened in April 2012, which has the capacity to host up to 600 people.
At a cost of almost NZD $3m, the project was 85% funded by the European Union,
with the rest by Cook Islands.
I remain thankful to Andy (E51AND) for his help with the logistics, and much
obliged to Milan (E51DWC) and his family for hosting while in Rarotonga. A huge
thank you goes to Pio Ravarua for his invaluable assistance on the island, and for
sharing with me some of the local legends, myths, and facts of life. I wish to express
my gratitude to the German DX Foundation, DX News, International Radio Expedition
Foundation (IREF), Icom, Clipperton DX Club, CDX - The UK Foundation, Swiss DX
Foundation, RSGB, EUDXF, The Daily DX, and DX World who generously supported
this project. I remain indebted to Al (W3AWU), Toshi (JM1PXG), and Mike (W5ZPA)
for their exceptional support, to the top donors AB6QM, DL6DQW, JF4VZT, JJ8DEN,
K9RR, KD1CT, KO8SCA, N4WW, PA3EXX, PT7WA, SM5NXS, VE7QCR, VK2DX, WC6DX,
and many others who offered financial assistance (see full donors’ list at
http://e51lyc.weebly.com).
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MINI-DXPEDITION TO ST HELENA (TRAVELLING
ON THE FIRST SCHEDULED AIRLINE FLIGHT)
BILL ROTHWELL, G0VDE/ ZD7BR
I’ve been a keen DXer for many years, and have been fortunate to live in rural
Suffolk and own an 80 foot Versatower with around 330 entities confirmed. I moved
to Cambridge around five years ago, with consequent significant restrictions on my
antennas, so I decided to see what being the DX was like.
Looking at the ‘most-wanted’
lists, St Helena island stood out as a
good candidate for a novice
DXpeditioner like me – in reasonably
high demand (but not in the P5
league), good radio conditions,
temperate climate, only 1-2 hours’
time difference, no language
problems and keen to host tourists.
An additional attraction was the
Landing at St Helena Airport, showing the 1000-foot
planned opening of a brand-new
drop at the start of the runway
International Airport, because the
only previous way of getting there was on the RMS (Royal Mail Ship) St Helena,
involving a five or six day sail from Cape Town.
St Helena is located approximately 1200 miles west of Namibia and 2500 miles
east of Brazil, and is one of the most isolated inhabited islands in the world. The first
recorded mention of an airport was in 1943 but serious discussions regarding
construction only began in the early 2000s and an Italian firm was eventually selected
in October 2008. However, the world financial crisis intervened and the project was
soon put on hold. After further delays,
Basil Read (of South Africa) were chosen
and a formal agreement was concluded
in 2011, with construction commencing
in 2012.
The Airport was the largest
construction project in the history of the
Island, further complicated by the nearcomplete lack of flat land and the
St Helena Airport – 1000-foot cliffs at either
end of the runway!
difficulty of access for materials,
construction equipment and people. Around eight million cubic meters of material
had to be moved to level the proposed runway, and construction was finally
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completed in mid-2015. The first aircraft to land was a Beechcraft King Air 200
‘calibration flight’ (to test airport infrastructure) on 15th September 2015.
Flights to St Helena were originally planned to be operated by Comair (a South
African carrier affiliated to BA) with once-weekly non-stop departures from
Johannesburg, and a monthly extension to Ascension Island to be added later. The
initial opening of the Airport was planned for February 2016, but this soon slipped to
May. Comair carried out a trial flight of the actual 737-800 aircraft planned to
operate the route on Monday 18th April 2016 – which was not without problems! An
initial deliberate fly-past of the runway was followed by an unsuccessful landing
attempt, with touch-down on the third pass (I was actually sitting next to one of the
Basil Read contractors on my trip to St Helena who had been on this Comair flight,
and he told me the flypast and attempted landing was extremely hair-raising!)
In the days following the Comair test flight it emerged that the go-around had
been caused by severe wind shear (probably due to both the location of the runway
on a thousand-foot-high plateau, and the presence of large rocky outcrops close to
the northern approach). The opening of the Airport was postponed 'indefinitely' and
the flight I had been booked on (a charter from the UK to St Helena, with a refuelling
stop in Banjul, the Gambia) cancelled.
A number of small biz-jet aircraft had successfully landed (they were able to avoid
the wind shear zone at the start of the northern approach), so in the coming months,
efforts focussed on finding the largest 'small aircraft' that would be able to land using
only a portion of the short (1950m) runway. Eventually an Embraer E190 aircraft was
selected, and SA Airlink chosen in July 2017 to operate weekly flights from both Cape
Town and Johannesburg, with an essential refuelling stop in Windhoek, Namibia. The
first scheduled commercial flight was finally planned for October 14th 2017, and after
I contacted Rodger Foster, the CEO of SA Airlink, I confirmed my ticket.
In the meantime, I had researched and booked my accommodation. I had decided
in 2016 that self-catering was the most appropriate – anyway, there is only one hotel
on St Helena that is suitable for a DXpedition (the three hotels in the 'capital' are not
suitable as Jamestown is in a very deep valley and useless for radio). I'd booked
'Periwinkle', a small cottage, in April 2016 but this was unavailable for October 2017
so I settled on 'Prince's Lodge' Studio Flat. All the other formalities were relatively
simple – licensing was arranged by email and had been collected by my on-island
contact Derek (ZD7CTO), so I could start transmitting the moment I arrived, and no
visa is needed for UK Passport holders.
Travel from the UK to Johannesburg was easy to arrange, with plenty of overnight
flights to choose from. However, the aircraft to St Helena departs at around 0900
(operations on St Helena are only permitted in daylight hours) so an overnight stay in
Johannesburg is necessary. I arrived in South Africa on Friday 13th October, stayed
one night and caught the first scheduled SA Airlink flight to St Helena on the 14th.
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Due to various operating restrictions, the
passenger load of the Embraer E190 is
restricted to 76 of a possible 96 people, but
even on the first flight there were only 68 on
board. Most of the people were journalists; I
was briefly interviewed by the 'man from ITV',
the Reuters reporter asked me 'who was I
with', and the BBC chap sat in the seat behind
The Barn’, a rocky outcrop near the start of
me. The flight itself was quite uneventful; we
the runway.
landed at Windhoek, Namibia to refuel and
then flew on for a further three hours before finally sighting St Helena through the
clouds and rain. Despite the pilot announcing 'please don't worry if there is some
turbulence and we have to go-around; that is a normal procedure' - we had a smooth
approach and uneventful landing and were finally on St Helena.
Coming down the steps, we passed under South African and St Helena flags held
by the pilots, and were greeted by the Governor! We walked to the small terminal
building (being filmed by both BBC and ITV representatives) and after receiving a
passport-stamp of the native 'Wirebird' (only found on St Helena) we were free to go.
My ski-bag of antennas and large suitcase had also survived the journey unscathed.
I had arranged for Derek (ZD7CTO) to
meet me, and after being briefly interviewed
for the local Web-Radio station 'Saint-FM',
we set off towards my accommodation in the
ground-floor Studio Flat at Prince's Lodge,
arriving there around 15.00. Prince's Lodge is
about three miles outside Jamestown. Both
of the roads leaving the capital tend steeply
ZD7BR on St Helena Island
uphill and the lodge is at an elevation of
around 1500 feet above sea level. I setup my radio (FT991, with Juma PA 1000 linear
amplifier) in the small front room of the flat, unpacked and tuned my 4BTV multiband vertical just outside the front door. As I hoped, connecting the antenna barely
raised the level of background noise and I spent an initial hour or so on SSB. That
evening, Derek had invited me to supper at his house ¼-mile down the road, where I
also met a couple of the resident hams over fresh local Tuna!
The next seven days were a mixture of radio and tourism. I usually started
transmitting soon after 0700, finishing for the morning around 1030 when the bands
closed. I could use the time in the middle of the day to do antenna work, or indulge in
a bit of sightseeing. On several days Derek drove me around St Helena, visiting places
such as Sandy Bay, Longwood (Napoleon's House), Farm Lodge Hotel (the bestlocated hotel for hams), High Knoll Fort and a short (and unsuccessful) Wirebird hunt.
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I would then start radio again when the bands opened after 1600, and closed down
around 2300 when the radio fell silent.
My initial transmissions were SSB, but I
had always planned to do something
different to the locals so as the days went by,
I used more RTTY and then FT8
(unfortunately my CW is not good enough as
a DX station). As a good weak-signal mode,
FT8 could be used even in the middle of the
day when the bands appeared closed, and I
spent most of Thursday and Friday on the
air, changing from RTTY in the mornings and
evenings to FT8 over lunchtime.

My antennas on the lawn, in front of
Prince’s Lodge.

I initially setup my antenna quite near the building, but I moved it on Monday to
the large lawn in front of the lodge and connected it up using all of the forty meters
of Aircell cable I had with me. I also used a 40 feet Spiderpole for a 60m vertical, but I
found this to be rather noisy and didn't actually transmit (I think the optimum time to
use it would have been after midnight).
The location of my QTH was excellent,
with no neighbours to disturb me (or to be
disturbed) and I was able to use 400 watts
from my Juma PA1000 continuously – the
only issue was its fan noise, which was
mitigated by wearing headphones. Prince's
Lodge has an excellent clear take-off to the
East, North and West (Eu, UK and
Prince’s Lodge – the ‘Studio Flat’ is the
USA/Americas) and the sea is clearly visible
ground floor door at the left-hand end of the
building.
about 2 miles away and 1500 feet down. The
hills in the centre of the island blocks you to
the South (Ja, VK) but even so, I made a number of JA contacts long-path and even
one VK QSO on FT8.
I had only previously operated sporadically in FT8, so it was a bit of a learning
exercise for me. After some hours of practise, I found that one could usually
complete a QSO in a minute, and was also able to operate in a semi-duplex fashion –
as can be seen in the next photo, there were usually many stations calling me, and
the next contact could easily be selected before the current one had been
completed. As I wanted to maximise throughput, I tended to reply to the station with
the strongest reported signal. FT8 was very useful when the bands otherwise seemed
closed even though it has rather a slow QSO rate for a DXpedition.
As I had agreed to leave my 4BTV vertical antenna behind for Derek and did not
therefore need to dismantle it, I was able to continue operating until about 0915 on
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the Saturday I left, leaving for the airport at
about 1130. Another of the local hams has
acquired the spiderpole, so I returned
home with about fifteen kilograms less
luggage. Driving to the airport we saw mist
and cloud down on the runway, but the
plane eventually arrived (about two hours
late, having been delayed on the ground in
Namibia). We left late but were
FT8 activity – many stations calling me.
nevertheless on the way home. However,
the following weekend's flight was delayed
for two days by the same problem of low cloud and mist, so air access remains a little
problematic.
I was very pleased with my trip. The travel had gone
extremely well. The only thing I had forgotten was my
toothbrush, which I replaced on the way out in South
Africa. All my radio gear travelled intact. I made over
2100 QSOs split fairly evenly between SSB, RTTY and FT8
and I had also been able to meet the local hams and see
a good number of the sights. St Helena is a fantastic
place for a fairly informal DXpedition. Access is now
reasonably easy and I have already been contacted by a
Scottish ham wanting to visit in the near future.
Finally, I would like to thank Jim Kellaway (G3RTE) for
useful discussions and ideas, Phil Whitchurch (G3SWH)
for being my QSL manager and my wife Kate for letting
me go on this trip!
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AMATEUR RADIO IN CYPRUS POST WWII
ALAN JUBB, 5B4AHJ
This article looks at the different callsigns used in Cyprus since WWII.
Although Great Britain administered Cyprus from 1878, Great
Britain did not acquire de facto sovereignty of the island until
November 1914. I have not spent a great deal of time researching
amateur radio aspects of Cyprus history in the period prior to the end
of World War II as that is outside the period of the modern DXCC award, and hence
outside the scope of Club Log. However, the prefix ZC4 was allocated to Cyprus well
before WWII.
Cyprus Callsigns in the immediate post-war period
Military Civilian
Prefix Prefix

MD1
MD2

MC1
MT2

MD3

MI3,
MI6
MS4
-

MD4
MD5
MD6
MD7
MD8
MD9

QTH

Cyrenacia, Libya.
Tripolitania, Libya. Also used by
American personnel.
Eritrea. MI6 was used by ex I6 calls.
Somalia (Italian Somaliland)
Suez Canal Zone, Egypt.
Iraq.
Cyprus.
Not known, may not have been used.
Yemen Arab Republic. Probably an
unofficial prefix, only used once.

The MD prefix was
used by British military
personnel based in
North and North-East
Africa and the Middle
East, from circa March
1947 up to the 1950s.
In some locations, a
separate civilian prefix
was also used.
Allocations are shown
in the table.

Thus, British forces
in Cyprus used the
MD7 prefix, even though the ZC4 prefix (a British prefix) was already allocated to
Cyprus. In 1946, prior to the issuance of MD7 calls, ZC4NX, operated by Major Ken
Ellis G5KW of the Royal Signals, was QRV. Ken Ellis was mentioned in the November
Club Log Corner article as having operated as MP4KW.
I have not come across any civilian ZC4 stations operating from Cyprus in the late
1940s, although one would have thought there would have been some activity.
However, a 1947-48 Call Book does not contain a single entry for Cyprus, other than
listing ZC4 as the prefix.
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The MD7XP QSL above is the latest MD7 card seen.
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Pre-independence
The island of Cyprus remained under British administration until independence
from Britain on 16 August 1960. Prior to independence, all amateur radio stations,
both civilian and military, used the ZC4 prefix. Remaining MD7 stations changed
prefix to ZC4, e.g. MD7TF became ZC4TF in the early 1950s.

Independence
Independent Cyprus is officially known as The Republic of Cyprus. The Republic
includes the whole of the island, with the exception of the two Sovereign Base Areas
(SBAs):
 Eastern Sovereign Base Area (ESBA) at Dhekelia and surrounding area.
 Western Sovereign Base Area (WSBA) at Akrotiri/Episkopi and surrounding
area.
Post-independence, August 1961-June 1962
During this period both Republic and SBA stations continued to use the ZC4 prefix,
as the 5B4 prefix had not yet been assigned to the Republic of Cyprus by the ITU.
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Republic of Cyprus, July 1962 to date
All stations switched from the ZC4 prefix to the new 5B4 prefix on 1st July 1962.
Sovereign Base Areas, July 1962 to September 1964
Rather surprisingly, as well as Republic stations switching to 5B4, so did the SBA
stations! This may have been because, following independence, Great Britain
delegated certain administrative tasks of the SBA, including the issue of driving and
wireless licences, to the Republic. Whether the issue of 5B4 calls to SBA personnel
was an administrative error, or whether it was intentional, we shall probably never
know!
So far as I am aware no 5B4 QSOs from the SBAs were accepted for DXCC credit as
UK Bases on Cyprus (see later).

Inter-communal ethnic tensions
There was a period of ethnic tension between Turkish and Greek Cypriots, which
commenced in December 1963, and which had a significant impact on amateur radio
in Cyprus. DX News Sheet reported in September, 1964: "All 5B4 stations closed down
last Thursday (AHJ: 17 September 1964) except those in British Crown Territory; the
latter have reverted to the ZC4 prefix". Because of the ethnic tensions, amateur radio
was banned in the Republic of Cyprus from mid-September 1964 until circa June
1971. However, permission could be granted for special, short-term operations in
this period. RadCom July 1968 front cover shows a photo of a Field Day operation by
5B4SS/P, operated by ZC4SN (G3SNN) and G3AUU (SK). This is believed to have been
the first authorised operation in the Republic of Cyprus since amateur radio was
banned in 1964. The permit was organised by the Famagusta Group of CARS. The
operation received a visit from the Telecoms Minister!
G3UCQ, ex 5B4JF, says "In 1964, our licences were revoked because of the troubles
and our stations were confiscated, with mine ending up in the Limassol police station.
Heathkit DX40 and an AR88D!". Tony received a formal notice of revocation, which
may be viewed on the Club Log Helpdesk
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Sovereign Base Areas, September 1964 to date
As mentioned above, SBA stations switched back to the ZC4 prefix on 17
September 1964. Stations at British military locations outside the SBA also switched
back to the ZC4 prefix. ZC4MO on Mount Olympus is one such instance of this. The
ZC4 prefix continues to be used from the SBAs today.

Addition of UK Sovereign Base Areas to the DXCC list
Following the announcement by ARRL that the ARRL Awards Committee had
voted 6 to 1 to accept the DXAC recommendation that the UK Sovereign Base Areas
in Cyprus should be added to the DXCC list, the following was published in RSGB DX
News Sheet #1151, in January 1985.
"ZC4 The ARRL News Release on ZC4 says: "Any credit submissions as a result
of this action will not be accepted until June 1, 1985, and will be handled in the
following manner:
Credits for ZC4 contacts made before August 16, 1960, will continue to be
credited to the Cyprus listing.
All 5B4 credits count for Cyprus.
All ZC4 contacts made after the 1960 date were not necessarily with stations
operating within the Sovereign Base Areas. Cards that indicate operation from
within the Bases will be so credited.
The DXCC Desk will make good faith effort to ascertain the location of ZC4
stations where the location is not clearly indicated.
The military bases are Akrotiri and Dhekelia."
The interesting point of ARRL’s statement is: “All 5B4 credits count for Cyprus.”
This means that none of the 5B4 stations that legitimately operated from the SBAs in
the period July 1962 to September 1964 would be accepted for DXCC credit as UK
Bases on Cyprus.
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In conclusion
Thus, today, we have non-military personnel using mainly 5B4, but also a few 5B8
calls. Operations from the SBAs continue to use the ZC4 prefix. Short term visitors
can operate as 5B/homecall (not 5B4/homecall). In addition there are short contest
calls that use C4, H2 and P3 prefixes (special event calls can also use these prefixes,
e.g. H2017PFO that has been used by Pafos Radio Club this year to celebrate Pafos as
a European City of Culture). Special event calls can also use the 5B prefix, e.g. 5B50J
used by myself in 2011/12, 5B75FOC operated by Bob, 5B4AGN in May 2013 for the
75th anniversary of FOC and 5B4XMAS operated by Alex IZ4AMS/5B4ALX in December
2017.
The 1B calls used from TRNC use an unofficial prefix (not issued by ITU), although
1B1AB apparently does have a licence from the TRNC authorities. Of course, contacts
with 1B stations do not count for anything as far as DXCC is concerned.
Acknowledgements/References
Wikipedia – Cyprus
DX News Sheet #132, 22 September 1964.
RadCom July 1968
G3UCQ
5B4MF
Correction
I said in the November issue: “the MAA-MZZ prefix block was not allocated to the United Kingdom
until the Atlantic City conference in 1947, with an effective compliance date of 01 January 1949”.
This was clearly wrong, commercially at least, as RMS Titanic used the callsign MGY, and the prefix
block is listed as assigned to Great Britain in The Year Book of Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony',
published by the Wireless Press Ltd in April 1917. Thanks to Peter, G3RZP for pointing this out.

44

IN THE DX WINDOW
NIGEL CAWTHORNE, G3TXF
The EI DX Féile : the new Irish DX Convention
Never having visited the Aran Islands before, it was a no brainer
when Dave EI9FBB asked me if I would like to attend the new EI DX
Féile which was to be held there in early October. There were about
26 attendees at this first ever Irish DX Convention. There were
overseas attendees from France, Norway, Canada and Austria.
Those attending from the UK (G3TXF, G3WVG, GM3POI and
M0OXO) flew to Dublin. From there it was a morning’s drive across Ireland to Galway
on the west coast. Following a pub lunch in Galway we continued for another short
drive to the harbour from where we took the ferry for the 40 minute ride out to the
Aran Islands.
The convention was held at the Aran Islands Hotel, where two stations had been
set up to enable IOTA contacts (EU-006) with the call EJ1D. The convention was a two
day event with several lectures, a great ambiance and plenty of chat with other
delegates.
The same Aran Island venue has already been booked for next year. So why not
mark the dates (14-15 Sep 2018) of next year’s EI DX Féile in your diary and make
plans to hop over to Ireland for a great DX event.
FT8 opens up a new world of DXing
Three months ago I was still struggling to get FT8 even to work, let alone make
any QSOs with it! Anything to do with linking up computers to a radio always takes a
long time for G3TXF and more often than not requires some outside help. However
once I finally got going on FT8 it was just like a new world in Amateur Radio
communication. I cannot praise it highly enough. And yes, like many new users of FT8
I am sometimes not quite sure who should be calling when and on what frequency.
However despite all this, making QSOs on FT8 is both easy and great fun.
FT8 has opened up a whole new universe of Amateur Radio operators with whom
I would probably never otherwise be making contact. Detractors of FT8 might argue
that it’s “the computer that makes the QSO”. Maybe so, but you still need a radio, an
antenna and radio propagation to make the contacts, just like with any other mode.
OK, there is also no “tuning of the VFO”. The FT8 frequencies on each band are
automatically pre-programmed. All you have to do is select the band in the FT8
software and it puts your radio onto the correct frequency for that band.
There’s no shortage of DX to be worked on FT8. However it is not just DXpeditions
that are making more and more use of FT8. It provides a new generation of Amateur
Radio operators with the means of making DX contacts on HF. Stations who in normal
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circumstances would be at the bottom of any pile-up and have little or no hope of
working some DX (because of poor antennas and low power) are able to make DX
contacts with much greater ease. It is noticeable that there are a large numbers of
VU and YB stations active on FT8, most of whom you would not be able to contact at
all on other modes.
Because FT8 and RTTY are both in the same “DATA” category for DXCC, G3TXF has
been able to add a few new DXCC countries to what was previously a purely RTTY
DXCC total. For example, I was lucky enough to work the recent A5A DXpedition on
FT8. I have never worked Bhutan on RTTY, but because both modes are “DATA” for
DXCC I could use the FT8 QSO to get this “new one”. During the coming winter
months it is expected that FT8 will be providing possible new DXCC band-slots as well
as new “DATA” DXCC countries (particularly on LF) for many DXers.
Unlike other modes for working DX, FT8 does not require your full concentration
while the QSO is being made. This can have practical advantages. Once you have
selected a station that you want to call FT8 takes over and does all the rest, working
away in its 15-second time-slots. In practice this means that you can be doing other
things in the shack while your FT8 station is completing the QSO for you. For instance
while typing this (and with only an occasional glance at the FT8 screen) I am able to
make a string of QSOs (including W, VK and ZL) on FT8 on 40m at the same time.
Currently all FT8 activity is squeezed into the bandwidth equivalent of just one
SSB channel on each HF band. As FT8 expands in popularity there may be the need
for further FT8 frequencies. However for the moment the rapidly growing amount of
FT8 is all squeezed into the one channel on each band - an amazing achievement in
itself.
FT8 is certainly “flavour of the month” for many DXers and, more importantly
perhaps, for those who may have struggled to make DX QSOs at all in the past. Who
knows what new versions of data communications will come along in the future? But
in the meantime FT8 has opened a brand new window on DXing for many who
otherwise may not be making any DX QSOs at all. Three cheers for FT8.
ZD9 callsigns
Although it’s now three years since I operated from Tristan (ZD9XF) one of the
things on my to-do list was to try to draw up a definitive list of every ZD9 callsign that
has ever been issued. During our visit to Tristan (together with Paul ZS1S) we were
given a list of the callsigns that had been issued by local resident Andy ZD9BV. Many
of the early ZD9 call-signs were issued to Islanders who were not active as DXers.
There was also a separate set of callsigns issued to each of the radio operators on
neighbouring Gough Island. The Gough Island operators were typically active for one
year during their period of residence working on the base.
The first known operation from Tristan da Cunha was ZD9AA in 1948. There was
an article on this three-man ZD9AA operation in the RSGB’s Bulletin magazine in early
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1951. However since that first operation, there appears to have been about ninety
ZD9 different callsigns issued. For some of the earlier ZD9 callsigns on the list Martin
G3ZAY was able to help with activity data from the IOTA database. The complete ZD9
callsign list will eventually be published on the web.
Year-end QSO totals
With the New Year fast approaching, it’ll soon be time to do the QSO count for
the year just passed. In 2017 G3TXF netted about 28,000 QSOs, roughly half from
home and half from overseas. Although it was by no means a vintage year (really
‘good’ sun-spot maximum years have been over 50,000 QSOs) it was nevertheless an
interesting year for the FT8 QSO numbers.
Given that FT8 QSOs were made only during the last third of the year (i.e. from
September onwards) my around 3,000 FT8 QSOs represent almost the entirety of my
non-contest QSOs during that period. There’s no doubt about it, FT8 has been a step
change.
Happy (FT8) DXing in 2018!
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THE CONTEST WORLD
DENNIS ANDREWS, F5VHY
2017 CQWW Contests Roundup
Solar flux figures peaked around 170 for the 2014 events and
plummeted to around 73 for this year’s contests. You might think
this would imply a miserable weekend. But far from it! CQWW
continues as, undoubtedly, the most popular contest of the year
hitting an all-time record for entries in 2017. Logs received for SSB
and CW totalled 17,013 compared with 15,939 at the solar peak in 2014.
The biggest growth has been in the CW section – up from 7,656 to 8,431 in the
same timescale – who says Morse is dead? Comparisons between the peak flux year
of 2014 and this year show that the relatively poor band conditions did not have a
huge effect on final scores.
Comparison of CQWW CW Top World claimed scores (from 3830)
Section

Multi-2

Multi-Single

Single-op All-Band

Year

2014

2017

2014

2017

2014

2017

Call

CR3L

CR3W

P33W

EF8R

V47T

CR3OO

QSOs

11729

11892

11095

11708

7950

9123

Mults

199/743

174/681

210/817

192/754

163/532

128/432

2.984

2.979

2.879

2.888

2.626

2.987

32.9M

30.2M

32.8M

32.1M

14.5M

15.2M

Pts/QSO
Score

Comparison of CQWW CW Top Europe claimed scores (from 3830)
Section
Year

Multi-2

Multi-Single

Single-op All-Band

2014

2017

2014

2017

2014

2017

LX7I

TK0C

4O3A

OM7M

OH0V

CR6K

QSOs

11648

13123

9382

7441

6233

7520

Mults

209/795

175/654

213/821

189/729

159/483

143/488

2.024

1.769

1.994

2.054

1.907

1.960

23.7M

19.3M

19.3M

14.0M

7.6M

9.3M

Call

Pts/QSO
Score
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Call
M6T

CQWW 2017 CW
Top Ten EU Claimed Scores
Position
Claimed
EU
W
Score
2
3
18.7M

Section
MM

M0DXR

4

3.8M

SOHAB

G6XX (G4FAL)

9

2.2M

SOHAB

TM6X (F5VHY)

10

2.1M

SOHAB

GJ2A (MJ0ASP)

5

461k

SOH20

GU4CHY

9

253k

SOH20

G4FKA

6

90k

SOH15

GM7R (GM0NAI)

3

7

8k

SOH10

GU3HFN (RL5D)

2

8

1.8M

SOLAB

G2X (G0DCK)

4

5

22k

SOL160

M5D (G4WQI)

4

73k

SOL15

G4IIY

7

10

140k

AH160

G3TXF

8

10

916k

AH40

At the local level, congratulations to the
M6T team on outstanding performance in
both sections. To make 3rd in the World,
ahead of the likes of W3LPL and K3LR is a
real achievement.
It is good to see three CDXC members in
the Top 10 for Europe in the SOHAB
section. I include myself as I was pleased to
make 10th place operating in the Classic
section with a restriction to 24 hours.
In the SSB Contest, MI0M (MI0SAI)
made Top World in the 20m Low Power
section.
Also worthyCQWW
of a special
mention is
2017 SSB
nd
G3LHJ, whoTop
as Ten
G3L,
made
2
in the World
EU Claimed Scores
in
Callthe 20m QRP section.
Position
Claimed
Section
M6T

EU
2

W
9

Score
14.5M

MM

6

25k

SOH160

GW5R (GW3YDX)

3

4

836k

AH20

G8X (G4FJK)

6

6

47k

AL160

G4L (G4LDL)

6

GM0BKC

8

8

37k

AL160

GW2X

7

24k

SOH160

M6W (G3WW)

3

5

382k

AL40

M1U (M0UTD)

7

648k

SOLAB

M7X (G0TSM)

5

8

114k

AL15

G0RRM

9

10

5k

SOL160

G4DBW

6

9

272k

QRPALL

MI0M (MI0SAI)

1

1

292k

SOL20

MM3AWD

9

260k

QRPALL

G3Y (G3YBY)

8

116k

SOL20

GM4M (GM4UBJ)

7

8

2k

QRP160

G4IIY

5

6

30k

AH160

M7R (GT0TPH)

6

6

13k

QRP80

M3W (G4FAL)

7

7

173k

AH80

G4CWH

3

4

70l

QRP40

GI4T (MI0SMK)

9

416k

AH40

G3L (G3LHJ)

1

2

52k

QRP20

G8X (G4FJK)

7

8

77k

AL40

GU4YBW

10

1k

QRP15

G4CWH

2

4

279k

QRPALL

GW4J (GW0ETF)

3

3

79k

AQRP20

G4Q (G3PRI)

8

8k

QRPALL

GW0KRL

5

6

44k

AQRP20

MW8T (MM0CWJ)

8

7k

QRP20

Also worthy of a special mention is G3LHJ, who
as G3L, made 2nd in the World in the 20m QRP
section.
Overall, an impressive performance from UK
entrants and a reminder that, whatever the station
configuration, with the wide range of sections, there
is always going to be something worth aiming for.

The 40m position at M6T
with Jamie, M0SDV
helping to push the group
into a 3rd in the World
Multi-Multi claimed score.
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THE CDXC DIGITAL DIARY
ROGER COOKE, G3LDI
A New Year, New Resolutions.
First off, a very Happy New Year to all the readers of this column
and I hope it will be an eventful and award-winning one for you. I
have made my resolutions and providing the weather is kind this year,
I shall be doing what I should have done last year! The main one is a
complete revamp of the shack. I have started by ordering the Flex
6600, a new PC and a couple of large monitors. I am worried now that
while I am off the air reconstructing the shack, obviously P5 will come on the air.
Spring and summer will hopefully be spent overhauling the antennas.
DXCC RTTY
There may be a way of sorting the RTTY
QSOs from your logging program. If you use
Logger32, as I do, there is a utility for sorting
the QSOs into modes, and worked/confirmed
lists. Mike VP8NO told me about this. It is
written by JA1NLX and is an add-on for
Logger32, but it might work for other logging
programs too because it reads an ADIF file of
your log. It’s worth a try and I have updated my
RTTY score based on this as in the table.
Actually I am not sure that this is my all-time
score in reality, because I never did transpose
every contact from my paper logs to Logger32
anyway. I have a lot of respect for Nigel G3TXF
who did just that and he had twice or even 3
times the amount of log books that I have!
RTTY DXCC TABLE - ALL-TIME SCORES
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It’s interesting to hear from the staunch RTTY ops who consider the DIGITAL DXCC to
be meaningless. It amounts to a large number and I feel the ARRL performed a
disservice by changing the RTTY DXCC. Comments received from John K9UWA,
confirms my opinion!
Guys and Gals! The ARRL issued their answer to this in 2011. Yes that is when the
RTTY DXCC award had its name changed to DIGITAL. Beginning in July of 2011 there
were no more issuing of RTTY awards. They are called Digital from that date forward.
In their ruling the ARRL said any new technology digital would be included. At that
time I think all they had was PSK31 and maybe some early form of WSJT?
Today you can get a DXCC award for Mixed, Phone, CW, Digital or Satellite. And
yes they also issue single band awards. ARRL Board voted and ruled in 2011 that ALL
forms of digital would be just that, called Digital.
Perhaps it’s time we organised a petition!!!
GU0SUP

I have updated the totals from those
that submitted, including one from Phil
GU0SUP, a very active RTTY’er and ex
committee member of BARTG. A few
comments from Phil:
This is what I have so far:

FT8 = 57 worked, with 53 confirmed.
JT65/9 = 87 worked & 77 confirmed.
RTTY = 293 worked & 292 confirmed.
Latest DX worked = 3C1L 15m RTTY,
S79KB 12m FT8, A5A 30m FT8, E44WE 15m RTTY, VK9VKL 10m FT8, VU2ABS 10m FT8,
ZP5YW 15m FT8, TZ5XR 10m FT8, VP8LP 10m FT8, and all of these since 01 Oct 17.
I know FT8 is quick, and that is probably what is influencing its use by
DXpeditions, but I still like RTTY! You certainly have to have quick wits with FT8, but
the hassle is reduced significantly by being able to log from WSJTx to DXKeeper
directly via the JTAlert add-on program by Laurie VK3AMA. It enables me to run a
constant pile-up of stations all after GU on the mode.
And there are certainly some very nice rare entities now using FT8. Cliff VK9VKL is
now resident on Christmas Island, and I was over the moon to work him on 10m the
day before leaving for the RSGB Convention. Personally, I find it a bit of a shame that
JT9 has lost out on the battle to JT65 since the advent of FT8. OK, I can see why FT8 is
so popular, but there are still quite a few folk using JT65, whilst JT9 is rarely heard
now. It's a pity because JT9 is so much more efficient than JT65, both in terms of
receive capability, but also in terms of power needed and bandwidth - 2500Hz for
JT65, 16Hz for JT9 and 47Hz for FT8.
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As you will see from above, I have 293 worked on RTTY and 292 confirmed
(actually verified now, as of last week) and that missing one is 3C1L which I managed
to get first shout on 15m, and well before the enormous pile-up that ensued - very
much a 'right time, right place' contact.
Also, A5A was a very pleasant surprise on 30m. I could see him working other
stations, and sat watching for a few minutes. As he sent a 73 to a station, I found a
clear frequency and called him. He came back immediately, and a completed QSO
was logged, and is now confirmed on LOTW for me.
Over the last few weeks, I have been trying to complete WAS digital via LOTW
only on 17m, and was pleased to bag two of the last three I need - Wyoming and
Mississippi, with only Delaware yet to find. I have worked DE on 17m RTTY, but none
is an LOTW user.
I should have mentioned that 3C1L is an ATNO for me too! Most pleased with that
one. Now, if I could just get VK9MA on a data mode, I would be happier.
I think the RTTY only table is going to prove very difficult, unless folk know how to
filter their logs. I would have thought that it is possible with most logging programs,
just that folk don’t know how to do it.
With DXKeeper, it’s an easy thing. You just filter it with mode=’rtty’ and then do a
DXCC listing, without removing the filtered list. In my case, I also used mode like ‘jt65’
or ‘jt9’ but I could have used mode=’jt65’ and mode=’jt9’ and included each of those
separately, but I think that’s fairly pointless.
I am not sure I agree with you about FT8. It’s quick, which is better than the
rather slow JT modes, so is attracting more DX activity, but with the latest version, it
also decodes almost as well as JT65 - but not quite as well as JT9.
For me, it means I can run a pile-up more quickly and easily. Last week, I had a
great run of JA’s, literally only calling CQ JA once, and they came one after another
for almost an hour.
And, with current solar figures, it is more reliable than RTTY!
BARTG 2017 Championship
Dear Diddlers,
I am pleased to announce that the slight technical difficulties we were
experiencing with the Championship results table have now been resolved. It was
caused, unsurprisingly, by the PICNIC, aka Problem In Chair Not In Computer hi.
http://tinyurl.com/yc3k7tx8 is the link to the table.
So congratulations to our Champions.
In SOE - LY6A (Single Op Expert )
In SOAB – IU4CHE (Single Op All Bands)
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In SOAB100 – GW0A (op GW4SKA) (Single Op All Bands 100w )
In SOABQRP – SB0A (Single Op All Bands QRP)
Our Champions will each receive a handsome BARTG engraved platter.
GW4SKA

In addition to the individual section
champions, the highest score made
determines the “Diddler of the Year” and it
gives me great pleasure to see the trophy
has gone to GW0A operated by GW4SKA of
BARTG.

Many thanks to all who participated over
the four events. The way the championship
scores are calculated completely eliminates
the effects or perceived advantages of each class. I hope to see your calls and logs
once again in the 2018 season.
73 de Simone. M0BOX

BARTG Contest Manageress

WAEDC RTTY Contest
This contest ran on the second full weekend of November i.e. Saturday,
November 11, 2017, 0000 UTC until Sunday, November 12, 2017, 2359 UTC. I always
avoid this one, mostly because of the necessity to handle QTCs to gain extra points. I
can see the object of the inclusion, to challenge the operator, but I have never tried
it. Again I don’t like contests longer than a 12 hour maximum anyway. I have other
things in life!
Additional points can be achieved by QTCs. Details can be found in the rules:
http://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/worked-all-europe-dxcontest/en/rules/
Some of the regulars submitted entries and comments were as follows:
From Andy M0NKR: I submitted my log and entered it for BARTG.
1150 QSOs around 1.2mil points - 24hrs only
Short and sweet and to the point.
From John GW4SKA:
WAEDC is one of my favourite contests. Although the bands were difficult it’s the
same for everybody, at least in Northern Europe. So I stuck to my plan in the hope
that there might be some highlight during the 48 hours. Sure enough, on Sunday
from around 15:00Z, 21MHz burst into life with some really good signals from the US.
Exactly the right time to get QTCs! The opening lasted for two hours then quickly
disappeared after sunset. With the SFI at 67 and K at 2 the DX was hard to find from
here for most of the contest. Not one JA station in the log and only two VK, but a bit
better to YB.
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Band

Q/QTC

QSOs/Pts

Mults

3.5

QSO

221

160

3.5

SQTC

10

0

7

QSO

202

135

14

QSO

463

160

14

RQTC

118

0

14

SQTC

390

0

21

QSO

147

92

21

RQTC

30

0

21

SQTC

140

0

1721

547

Total

QTCs were difficult to receive due to a problem
with N1MM+ which was corrected on Saturday
morning, I thought it was me doing something
stupid, persevered doing manual edits for several
minutes after each QTC exchange, and lost a lot of
time. I only found the answer after the contest as I
don’t watch for update notifications during the
test. My ‘send/receive QTC?’ macro was changed
to ‘I have QTCs for you’ and most of my QTCs were
sent. The final QTC count was 688, well down on
last year, and 1033 QSOs.
Down on 2016 but not as bad as expected!

GW4SKA Score: 940,840

And from Chris G8APB:
I fully intended to give WAE RTTY a good run, but conditions were atrocious, so
just dabbled a few times over the weekend. John was doing well the last I heard of
him on Sunday morning.
Band

Q/QTC

QSOs/Pts

Mults

3.5

QSO

50

84

7

QSO

50

75

14

QSO

169

106

14

RQTC

80

0

21

QSO

27

38

21

RQTC

100

0

476

303

Total

I found how to use N1MM+ and QTCs logging
80 on 20m and 100 on 15m. 15m gave the best DX
over to YB, but had to wait for the US to open on
20m to get any signals worth QTCs. I found out by
trial and many errors how to receive QTCs, but only
twigged after the contest how to send QTCs so
probably could have done better.

G8APPB Score: 144,228

Details of awards issued by BARTG, the
requirements for each award, and details of how to apply, can be found on the
BARTG web site: http://www.bartg.org.uk/awards.asp
BARTG Sprint Contest 2018
12:00z on Saturday 27th January to 11:59z on Sunday 28th January.
Full rules can be found on the BARTG Web site here:
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/7850/documents/contests/sprint/rules/current/bart
g%20sprint%20rules%202017.pdf
Another year of contests, slot-filling and who will work the most countries this
week, sorry I mean this year. Does anybody find time to have conversations these
days, even on data modes?
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FT8 and all that
I have confirmation now that FT8 will be an accepted DXing mode. I actually saw
Nigel G3TXF and Don G3XTT on there! Rumours are around that suggested that
perhaps the next revision of the program might be quite different, favouring weaker
stations, ability to run pile-ups etc. It will be interesting to say the least! In the
meantime, the popularity of FT8 continues and that small bandwidth remains the
most occupied part of the band. How long will it continue? Well, with the bottom of
the present sunspot cycle still a couple of years away at least, I can see it continuing
for quite some time. I use it for slot-filling I must admit. I just hope that most of the
stations on FT8 will use LOTW for confirmations of QSOs. It has certainly made
chasing DX a lot easier for those not blessed with an antenna farm!
There has been a lot of debate about the so-called “intrusion” of CW into the
digital sub-band. This happened in the CQWW CW contest mostly. With only 5kHz
devoted to Data, it is difficult to see how it can meet the requirements of those data
modes that “might” wish to use it. With FT8, the suggested frequency is 1.840 and
with a normal audio bandwidth of 3kHz, plus JT65 on 1.838, that does not leave much
for conventional data modes. The SSB section for Top Band is huge and sparsely
populated, so perhaps it is about time for a re-think on the bandplan. However, that
does not solve the QRM problem.
Conversely some FT8 operators are their own worst enemies. Leaving their
station on automatic, going out, doing some gardening or going to bed does nothing
for their credibility.
In contesting, rules tend to be ignored by a lot of people. For example, I have
heard SSB contest stations all over the CW end of ALL bands. Is that playing fair?
There are those who will B E N D the rules to suit. However, supporting that is the
FCC themselves, admitting that these situations will inevitably happen under certain
conditions, i.e. contests. Still not ethical in my opinion.
BARTG 6m contest
Simone M0BOX is still working on a 6m contest and would like input and
suggestions as to the mode(s) used. Simone would like to mix modes. This is what she
suggests:
“I’ve not given up on the 6m contest idea. It’s been rumbling around in my head.
When October RadCom hit my letterbox, I read with great interest the Data column
and the new WSJT-X mode FT8. This is exactly what is needed to make this contest fly
in the form I would like it too. I’ll work out a set of rules now for this. Expect an event
to be a 24hr event with a 6hr operating period with a maximum of 3 2hr sessions in
the 24hrs. Any data mode may be used with the exception of CW – the original data
mode. Nothing has been decided as yet, but your input would be appreciated.”
m0box@btinternet.com
Please send reports and pictures to roger@g3ldi.co.uk
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QRP FOCUS
DAVE SERGEANT, G3YMC

DX and All That
Well another year has drawn to a close and we are a year nearer
the solar minimum. Just 103 DXCC during the year at G3YMC, the
lowest I can ever remember it, and it continues to get harder for
the QRP DXer. Some are using FT8 but that is not for me.
Although I missed out on working 3C0L due to the size of the pileups, I did
manage a couple of QSOs with 3C1L in their final days. VP2MDL put in a couple of
appearances along with J5T and PJ4/AD4ES but that was it as far as DX is concerned,
everything else just around Europe.
Contests
CQWW CW is of course the big one of the year and I always have a go at this in
the QRP unassisted section. Let down again by conditions it was decidedly hard
going. Maybe old age is coming, my time on the air was well down on what I used to
do along with the QSO rate. Some had good paths into the Caribbean and USA, but
the signals I heard from that direction were mostly too weak to work on QRP. It is
interesting to compare the scores of the other QRP entrants from the raw scores
page at cqww.com.
Here are the top 10 UK:
S1

G4DBW

272,610

2

MM3AWD

260,400

3

G3SXW

127,264

4

G3YMC

124,929

5

GW4J (GW0ETF)

79,470 (20m)

6

G4CWH

67,795 (40m)

7

G3L (G3LHJ)

52,000 (20m)

8

GW0KRL

43,860 (20m)

9

GW4W

13,924 (40m)

10

M7R (G0TPH)

13,197 (80m)

G4DBW and MM3AWD are well ahead.
Roger G3SXW (see his article elsewhere in
this Digest) put in few hours less than me
but has much better antennas so made up
for it with more multipliers. In the end we
were neck and neck, it seems my QSO with
D1DX has been disallowed by CQWW as I
was ahead of him on claimed scores.
Wherein of course lies a bit of a dilemma –
do you work what is effectively a pirate just
because you may get points for it in a
contest? CQWW allow Kosovo so why not
Donetsk People's Republic and for that
matter Northern Cyprus?

I was expecting the ARRL 10m contest in December to be a damp squib, and to
some extent it was. Last year I managed just two QSOs but still got the G QRP
certificate. This year there was quite a lot of sporadic E around both afternoons and I
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ended up with 11 QSOs, more than I was expecting and since I seem to be the only
UK QRP entrant will probably get another piece of wallpaper.
The Autumn series of 80m contests was a mixed bag. Although the September
and October CW legs were good and I enjoyed making a few QRS contacts in the new
15wpm slot, November was a let-down with the f0 critical frequency hovering around
2MHz for the duration. After just four QSOs in 20 minutes I gave up and it went in as
a check log. This shows the problem of running 80m events in the winter evenings –
fine for Europe and beyond but useless for inter-G.
Are Conditions Really Poor?
In an article with this title in the Winter 2017 issue of OT News, the journal of
RAOTA, Ted G3FEW claims that the real problem is increased noise nowadays and the
signals are still there but we cannot hear them. It is clear that many do have a noise
problem and such items as poor quality wall warts, VDSL and solar panels can cause
havoc for many. But there are many who still have a relatively quiet QTH. Although
living in a suburban estate my local noise is not that bad – s5 or so on the higher
bands, s7 or so on LF. I accept there are many of the weaker stations that I cannot
hear with my wire antennas but there is plenty I can. Knowing this, and being around
on the bands for close on 50 years, I am very aware that the huge signals we used to
get from VK/ZL in the mornings, or S9 USA on 10m, are simply not there today. I
particular miss the early mornings before breakfast when there always was
something exciting to call, now most days there is nothing. Yes, conditions really are
poor and you can’t blame it on the rise of digital noise.
It is worth commenting that most digital modes give signal strength as dB relative
to local noise. What nobody has commented on is that local noise varies enormously
from QTH to QTH. That -15dB reported by one RBN on your signals may well be a lot
more than 2dB reported by another if the latter has a low local noise level.

WHY QRP?
ROGER WESTERN, G3SXW
Perhaps you went down to the pub with your pals on 1st
January and announced that you‘re going teetotal for the month.
What did they do? They gently ribbed you while you supped your
soda and lime. It’s somewhat similar with QRP: pals pull my leg.
Oh, they say “Life’s Too Short For QRP”, with a friendly smirk.
So, what is it about QRP operating which motivates a small
number of us to try it? Here I am to maybe explain. This is not
evangelical, I care not at all whether you become a convert or not.
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It’s just so you might perhaps understand what it is that I enjoy about QRP. I am by
no means, like some, a full-time “QRPer”: I only use it in contests and then only
occasionally, but that’s enough that I do ‘get it’.
For example, in CQWWCW this year I just relaxed and enjoyed 500 CW QSOs,
stress-free, only 17 hours QRV and had a ball!
Background
Firstly, I guess we might take on board where I am coming from. Not wishing to fly
my own kite but I’m now 71, have loads of accolades, trophies, Halls of Fame etc. etc.
and needed something different, a new challenge. Some of my pals have diversified
into digital modes - but automated amateur radio is not for me. I prefer CW
operating skill. Then the RSGB 80 metre CC contests came along a few years ago and I
worked out that I could score more points for my “Three A’s Contest Club G0AAA” by
going QRP. At first it was really hard work (and seriously masochistic on SSB) but I had
found a new challenge.
And, y’know what? There was a new kind of buzz. Each completed contest QSO
was fun, put a smile on my face. See, I seemed to have become somehow a little
bored with ‘shooting fish in a barrel’ with my high power where nearly everyone
heard me first time. I‘ve made plenty of hours with 200+ contest QSOs per hour in
recent decades. Time for change, a new challenge, to restore that prime objective:
CW Operating.
A New Thrill
I remember it to this day: I worked VK4EMM on 40 metres with five watts. I
literally whooped out loud. Such a thrill! OK, I had reasonable antennas and a good
QTH, which surely helped. When I met John for the first time, at WRTC Boston
several years later, he pointed at me, smiled and just said “Forty metres”. Wow, that
was really some QSO! It reminded me of my first trans-Atlantic QSO as a teenager.
There are gradations of ‘thrill’, of course. To work a station on 80 metres with five
watts who is only 100 miles away and S9 +40db is more par for the course, but to
work California really does put a big smile on my face. That sort of QSO doesn’t
happen very often!
Operating Tactics
QRP requires a whole different mind-set and operating decisions and dare I say
needs lots of operating skill. We have to accept that it most often requires an empty
frequency, no QRM, no other callers so it is almost always pointless joining pile-ups.
That’s why I usually chase DX with 100 watts. If calling with QRP against the
competition then we usually transmit very slightly off frequency. Some stations will
pick up a high- or low-pitch signal no matter the signal strength. But we have to keep
calling with all the skill that we can muster: patience, persistence.
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The main issue is of course signal strength. It is unusual for a station who is only
S5 to hear me unless he (rarely) is also QRP. In a busy contest it is usually only worth
calling stations who are S7 and preferably S9.
To double output is to add 3dB, or so I am told. So, five watts up to 100 is a
multiple of 4.5, makes 13.5dB - let’s call it generously three S units. Logically, a
station, perhaps with only 100 watts, which I am hearing at S9 might still hear me at
S6, or thereabouts. Calling a kilowatt station I am down 27dB or maybe five S units. If
I call a station who is S9 +40dB he could still hear me at S9. Some American friends
express astonishment that I was so loud with five watts - but it’s all relative,
depending on propagation at that moment! The difference is less than you might
think.
There are also cultural differences. Forgive me for generalising but U.S. radio
hams seem to mostly assume that maximum output power is the norm, that’s 1,500
watts if they stay legal. Anything less is ‘for the birds’: they find it somewhat difficult
to imagine that five watts can span the Atlantic!
Of course, there are also other factors at play, especially noise-level at the far
end. If calling a station at S7 I might only be S4. But if he has a S5 or more local noise
level he may not hear me. I quickly work out that this is the case when a loud S9+
station just CQs in my face. But there might be occasions when that loud station is
not bothering to listen down to weaker signals. The gap between his CQs might be
half a second but persisting with my calls can occasionally grab his attention. It
requires patience! And of course it’s not just power output: there may also be a
difference in antenna radiation efficiency, not to mention QSB, requiring several calls
to catch a peak. Then it becomes luck and persistence: a QSB peak plus an empty
frequency. Eventually you sense that you’ve reached that sweet spot of QSB peak
and empty frequency and he still does not hear me so it’s time to give up and try
someone else - pah, his loss!
Yet again (my clarion call), I must emphasise that full break-in QSK is absolutely
essential so as to stay in sync with the timing of the station that you are calling, and
to know whether there are other callers on the frequency. The purpose of QSK is not
to be able to decode the CW but merely to know whether there is any signal to be
heard on frequency through my CW. By the way, I forgot to mention, my QRP is
entirely CW – SSB really is hitting your head against a brick wall! I’m told that it works
well on digital modes though.
Less Competition
So few stations enter QRP contest categories that it is easier to ‘win’, whatever
that might mean. In another dimension this means that our scores can be respectable
versus competitors but with only part-time participation.
It’s all about playing the numbers if you want to ‘win’. Look on the websites (eg
CQWW) and find one where you might ‘win’ the contest or even make an all-time
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record. Or just relax and have fun – or work DX with QRP to hunt down other awards.
There’s lots of choice.
The Station
I never forget Al, G3FXB, who replaced his coax with hard-line to gain an extra dB
or two. That is really serious competitiveness! But I suppose that the issue of losses is
all the more important for QRP stations. Frankly, these days I’m no longer so
extremely competitive that I worry about an extra dB. Besides, I have the advantage
of an excellent radio QTH (close to London, selected between marriages!).
But I do set the Elecraft at precisely 5.0 watts, nothing less, and I do bypass the
ATU to minimise losses. The tuner is only used on 160 metres as all other antennas
are tweaked for resonance in the CW bands. I don’t bother to wind the tower up
these days because I have found that it’s hardly worth the effort: the beam and LF
dipoles sit at about 30 feet on top of my little hill.
My rig is Elecraft K2, perfect for my purposes, great receiver and I don’t need the
K3 second receiver anyway because in contests you’re almost never using splitfrequency.
Fun!
Let’s face it, it’s all about having fun. I had reached the point in my amateur radio
career when I needed a new challenge to stay motivated. Twenty plus years in West
Africa in CQWWCW had filled my boots with pile-ups so I tried QRP as an experiment
and it re-invigorated me, just occasionally (and only in contests).
There’s no right or wrong. There’s just ‘different’. Try new things if you’re starting
to feel jaded, as I was. Y’never know what might occur! But don’t call me a “QRPer”
just because I’ve entered a few contests with five watts. Most of the time I drink
pints of bitter, not soda & lime!
[This article will also appear in Focus – the journal of FOC, The First Class CW Operators’ Club]

IOTA NEWS
ROGER BALISTER-, G3KMA, IOTA PROGRAMME ADMINISTRATOR
2018 IOTA Honour Roll - Annual Listings
IOTA enthusiasts are reminded that the last date for mailing
applications or score updates to checkpoints for inclusion in the 2018
Honour Roll and other performance tables is 31 January 2018. If
postmarked after that date, they will be processed in the normal way
but the scores will be held over to the following year's listing. It is
important that participants who have not updated since the 2013
annual listings and wish to remain listed should make a submission on or before 31
January 2018. Of interest this year is that in addition to the 2017 IOTA Contest logs a
much larger number of logs of IOTA operations on Club Log have recently been made
available for QSO matching. Experience to date shows the increased opportunity this
offers for building a larger score.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
From Bob Locher, W9KNI
A thought
Could the various writers of DX programs, logging programs and contesting
programs consider adding a routine that allows for tune up – 2kHz ABOVE a spotted
DX station?
Here’s what happens all too regularly now - P51DX is spotted on 14015.0. The
logging program puts the transceiver on the P51's frequency, screeches out the
alarm and old timer Joe, who ought to know a lot better, runs to the rig and fires up and starts a panic tune up because the amplifier was on 30 meters. And of course,
tuning carefully for that last watt, knowing he is going to need all he’s got, Joe
obliterates P51DX for a good four minutes, destroying the possibility of more than 20
QSO’s, not to mention upsetting at least hundreds of DXers. And, as soon as Joe is
finished, Sam comes onto the frequency and repeats the exercise, of course
upsetting Joe no end - and a thousand more DXers.
But how about this as a possible scenario? Joe’s DX program already knows that
Joe’s amplifier is still tuned up for 30 meters. When it screeches the alarm for the
P51, in red letters writ large on the screen, it says “Bandchange/TuneUp required”.
AND, IT AUTOMATICALLY SETS A TRANSMIT FREQUENCY THREE KILOHERTZ HIGHER.
(That would be for CW; for SSB tune up 5 kilohertz higher.) And the screen would
display a further message: “When tune-up is complete, Press the CTRL key.” At
which point the program enters normal operating mode.
This feature should be capable of being switched off for owners of instant-on no
tune solid state amplifiers. But even there, Solid-State Steve, the newbie with lots of
coins and little experience, runs to his rig, hears the P51 calling QRZ and immediately
executes a snappy 2X4 call right on the P51 - at 12 words per minute. ARRRGHHHH!
So maybe whilst we are in the neighbourhood, the code writer could add another
feature: if the DX Alarm goes off for a spotted station, it should read the comment
line for the spot - and if it sees “SPLIT” or “QSX” on the comment line, it
AUTOMATICALLY puts the transceiver in split mode and the transmit frequency set
2kHz higher for CW or data, and 5kHz higher for SSB.
If it became widely known that operating programs do carry this feature, people
spotting good DX will have a real incentive to add “Split” or “QSX” to the spot to save
all of us a lot of grief.
Minor changes I should think - though admittedly I don’t write code - but they
would pay huge dividends to the DXing fraternity. The DX Logging/Spotting Programs
got us into this mess of people tuning up on the DX station's frequency - it certainly
seems to me they should lead the way towards eliminating the problem.
Can we do this?
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THOSE GOOD OLD DAYS……
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Want to hear clearly without annoying
hiss, hash, white noise etc?
Get a bhi DSP noise cancelling product!

bhi

NEIM1031 MKII

DSPKR

Amplified in-line
DSP module:

- Full user contrrol
- 3W audio - Speaker
& line level inputs and
outputs - Easy to use
- Use with a speaker or
phones - 8 filter levels
9 to 35dB - 12 to 24VDC
(500mA)

NES10-2 MK3

Amplified DSP speaker:

- Rotary filter select switch
- 8 DSP filter levels 9 to 35dB
- 5W input & 2.7W audio out
- 3.5 mm mono headphone socket
- On/off audio bypass switch
- 12 to 24VDC (500mA)

10W amplified DSP noise
cancelling speaker

- Easy control of DSP filter
- 7 filter levels
- Sleep mode - Filter select &
store function - Volume control
- Input overload LED
- Headphone socket
- Supplied with user manual
and fused DC power lead

Simply plug in the audio
and connect the power!

Dual In-Line

Mono/stereo DSP noise eliminating module

***New improved DSP noise cancelling***
- 8 Filter levels 8 to 40dB - 3.5mm Mono or stereo
inputs - Line level in/out - 7 watts mono speaker
output - Headphone socket - Easy to adjust and
setup - Ideal for DXing, club stations, special
event stations and field day events - Supplied
boxed with user manual and audio/power leads Suitable for use with many radios and receivers
including Elecraft K3, KX3 & FlexRadio products

ParaPro EQ20

Audio DSP Range

New!

- 20W Modular Audio Power Amplifier
- Parametric Equaliser
- bhi Dual Channel DSP
Noise Cancelling
- Bluetooth connectivity
4 versions available:
EQ20, EQ20-DSP
EQ20-B, EQ20B-DSP
Flexible, intuitive and
easy equalisation
for enhanced speech
intelligibility Shape the audio

bhi Ltd, 22 Woolven Close
Burgess Hill, RH15 9RR, UK

bhi DSP noise
cancelling
products remove
noise and
interference
enabling you to
hear those weak
signals and listen
stress free!

Compact In-Line

Compact handheld mono/stereo
in-line DSP noise cancelling unit

- Easy to use rotary controls for
all functions - New improved
DSP noise cancelling - Use with mono
or stereo inputs - 8 filter levels
9 to 35dB - Ideal for portable use & DXing
- Use with headphones or a small speaker
-12V DC power or 2 x AA batteries
- Over 40 hours battery life
- Size: 121mm x 70mm x 33mm
- Suitable for use with Elecraft K3 & KX3

- 10W amplified DSP
noise cancelling
base station speaker
- Rotary volume
and filter level controls
- 8 filter levels 9 to 35dB
- Speaker level and
line level audio inputs
- 3.5mm Headphone socket
- Size 200(H)x150(D)
x160(W)mm, Weight 1.9 Kg
- For use with most
radios, receivers & SDR
including Elecraft &
FlexRadio

DESKTOP

to suit your ears!

Tel: 01444 870333

www.bhi-ltd.com

EA&O

%HZLWQHVVWRWKHHYROXWLRQRI.(1:22' VSULGH
DQGMR\WKH766+)WUDQVFHLYHUSXVKLQJSHUIRUPDQFH
DQGWHFKQRORJ\WRLWVXWPRVWOLPLW
ZLWKWKHUHFHLYHUFRQILJXUHGWRFDSLWDOL]HRQURRILQJILOWHUSHUIRUPDQFH
DQG,)$*&FRQWUROOHGWKURXJKDGYDQFHG'63WHFKQRORJ\
(QWHUWKH766*$QHZJHQHUDWLRQRIKLJKSHUIRUPDQFHWUDQVFHLYHU
ZLWKWKHW\SHRIKLJKOHYHOUHVSRQVHWRPHHW'; HUVQHHGV

$3URYHQ3HGLJUHHLQ3HUIRUPDQFH
7KH76 6*
([FHSWLRQDOUHFHLYHSHUIRUPDQFHDVVXSSRUWHGE\WKH6KHUZRRG(QJLQHHULQJGDWDPHDVXUHPHQWV

1RZDWWULJKDVDEHWWHUSHUIRUPLQJUHFHLYHULQWKHWDEOHIRUWKHSULFH

+DYH\RXWKRXJKWDERXWUHPRWHRSHUDWLQJ"
8VHGZLWKVRIWZDUHSDFNDJHVOLNH¶5HPRWH+DP5DGLR·WKH766*
LVDSOXJDQGSOD\WUDQVFHLYHUZLWKLWV86%SRUWRQWKH
UHDUSDQHO7KLVIHDWXUHDOORZV\RXWRSRZHUXS
DQGXVH\RXUWUDQVFHLYHURYHUWKH,QWHUQHW
IURPDQ\ZKHUHLQWKHZRUOG

 0DLQIXQFWLRQVRIWKH766*!
$QHYHQKLJKHUSHUIRUPDQFHUHFHLYHUZLWK
 VXSHULRUDGMDFHQWG\QDPLFUDQJH
$GYDQFHG$*&FRQWUROWKURXJKGLJLWDOVLJQDO
SURFHVVLQJIURPWKH,)VWDJH
+LJKO\UHOLDEOH7;RXWSXWVKLJKTXDOLW\7;VLJQDO
1HZPRUVHFRGHGHFRGHU6FUROOGLVSOD\RQVHJPHQWGLVSOD\XQLW&KDUDFWHUV
VKRZQLQGHGLFDWHGZLQGRZRQ$5&3*

08/7,&+NQRE ZLWKSXVKVZLWFK DQG5,7 ;,7&/NH\DOVRFRQILJXUDEOH
 LQDGGLWLRQWRH[LVWLQJ3)$DQG3)%SURJUDPPDEOHIXQFWLRQV
1HZ6SOLWIXQFWLRQ 766VW\OH HQDEOLQJTXLFNFRQILJXUDWLRQDGGHG
 LQDGGLWLRQWRH[LVWLQJ6SOLWVHWWLQJ
7UDQVFHLYHUHTXDOL]HUFRQILJXUDEOHE\PRGH
),/$ %FRQILJXUDEOHLQGHSHQGHQWO\ZLWK9)2$ % FRQYHQLHQWGXULQJ
 6SOLWRSHUDWLRQ 

$OWHUDWLRQVPD\EHPDGHZLWKRXWQRWLFHWRLPSURYHWKHUDWLQJVRUWKHGHVLJQRIWKHWUDQVFHLYHU
7KHSKRWRJUDSKLFDQGSULQWLQJSURFHVVHVPD\FDXVHWKHFRORUDWLRQRIWKHWUDQVFHLYHUWRDSSHDUGLIIHUHQWIURPWKDWRIWKHDFWXDOWUDQVFHLYHU

www.kenwoodcommunications.co.uk

ML&S - The World Famous Ham Radio Store

0345 2300 599

Web: www.HamRadio.co.uk

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Wessex House, Drake Avenue,
Staines, Middlesex TW18 2AP.
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 8.30am to 5pm. Sat: 9am to 4.30pm. International Tel:+44 1932 567 333
Richard Radford G1GRD, my Sales Manager,
has put together our best selling Transceivers &
Accessories on one page.
Finance is available, just to make your purchase a
little easier this time of year.
Don’t forget we love trade-ins so just pick up that
phone and call us with your requirements.

Peter Hart said;

Icom IC-7100

“The IC-7100 is an excellent radio with some great
features and good performance. Coverage including
4m, touch-screen display with excellent ergonomics and
ability to use at home or in vehicles.”
If you want to buy your IC-7100 from the
largest Icom Ham Dealer in the UK, then
call 0345 2300 599 or click HamRadio.
co.uk/ic7100
co.uk/ic7100. Not only have we a tempting
offer for you but we still bundle in the preprogrammed SD Card with all the D-Star
repeaters for the UK.

£999.95.

Retvis

RT82
Dual Band DMR
Handie
Fantastic
value and built
to a higher
standard than
its competition.
£179.95.
Yaesu FT-2DE
Our best selling
Dual Band Handie
with the allimportant C4FM
Data Mode.
FREE CD-41 Base
Charge Cradle.
£379.00.
£38 deposit,
24 x £17.08p/m

£99.95 deposit, 36 x £32.67p/m.
Large LCD
display

Kenwood TS-590SGLE 70th Anniversary
Palstar AT-5K

The Big Daddy of manual Balanced
Output HF Antenna Tuners. Handles
3.5kW continuous tone RF on
160-10m. Peak & Hold metering
built-in & 6 position antenna switch.
Future proof your high power ATU
requirements with this masterpiece
“Built-like-a-tank” product from
Palstar USA.

Only a handful left of this important
benchmark in the history of Kenwood
Japan. Finished with special gold
detailing and black paint finish, all 70th
Anniversary Editions are supplied with a
unique Kenwood jacket.

Usually £1299.95 but enter AT5Kpw at check out and save a massive
£150! Web orders only.

SunSDR-QRP

The Flex 1500 QRP is no longer in production,
welcome the new QRP SDR Transceiver from
Expert Electronics! Simple to use, this new
model is your idea introduction in to the world
of SDR technology. 5W on 160-6m & 100kHz55MHz RX.
RRP £799.95.

RRP: £1988.00.

£1649.99. £165 deposit, 36 x £53.90p/m.
SHARKRF openSPOT
Standalone Digital IP Gateway
& Hotspot

Yaesu YA-30

A wire antenna already
assembled and ready
to go straight out of the
box! Total length is just
82ft (25m). Better still,
you don’t even need an
ATU and operates from
160m-10m.
Usually £229.95 but
enter YA30pw at check
out and save £30! Web
orders only.
how dedicated t

By buying one of these simple & cost effective little devices using your Android phone,
you can instantly access ALL main digital nodes though your Digital Handie.
For more info see HamRadio.co.uk/dvmega

adio.

ONLY £209.95.

See

ML&S are the UK
Distributor for this product.

DVMega

o

TX Factor

S
TV

£749.95.
£75 deposit, 36 x £24.50p/m

mR
Ha

is a

Supports DMR (Brandmeister,
DMRplus), D-Star (DCS, REF/
DPlus, XRF/DExtra, XLX), System
Fusion (FCS, YSFReflector) networks.
Click www.HamRadio.co.uk/openspot

Ha

mra

dio.co.uk/txfa

Huge Range
of Radio Sport
Headsets in store.

cto

r

WATCH
ML&S TV
Get yourself a brew, pull up a chair &
watch ML&S TV!
All of our videos on one TV channel.

www.MLandS.TV

Finance example:
Cash Price: £379.00. Deposit: £38.00.
Total amount of Credit: £341.00.
Interest Rate of 19.9% APR.
Pay £17.08 per month for 24 months.
19.9% Representative.
Total amount payable: £447.92.
Subject to status.

Special offers end March 30th 2018.

