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Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
2012 was a memorable year in which we
saw the low-lying land area of the United
Kingdom diminish by some 10% - the result
of the torrential downpours which lashed the
country with alarming frequency. The
ground was already saturated and there was
simply nowhere for all this water to go.

But what have we got for you this time?
Well, despite our best efforts, we’ve still
been unable to find somebody to take over
as our ‘Contest’ columnist. Otherwise all
the usual regular features are there.
As for the DXpeditions: on page 13 we kick
off with Chad and TT8TT. From what I now
know of it, this one’s unlikely to feature as
my ideal holiday destination. Either way,
Silvano/I2YSB and his ‘Italian DXpedition
team’ were there and notched-a upp-a some
72,000 QSOs. Mamma mia! Clearly they
can’t get enough of West Africa either,
seeing as according to Silvano’s website,
it’s XT-land, Burkina Faso, early next year.

Meanwhile many a train was being replaced
by a hovercraft, skimming along above the
water beneath which the railway line had
once been. Indeed at some airports the
runways were so deep under water that
seaplanes were being brought in to replace
the more usual jets with wheels. And in
order to adapt to our changing surroundings,
some of us were beginning to notice a
strange phenomenon: we were starting to
develop webbed feet. Or did this only affect
those of us with personal ‘web sites’?

Next up it’s P29, Papua New Guinea. Once
again our very own Derek, G3KHZ, was
there - not that long ago now, hitting the
bands with a vengeance from various
different IOTA groups – and in between reacquainting himself with some of the locals,
amongst them a local dignitary rejoicing in
the name of Chief Willies.

Either way, could it be that the once mighty
British Empire had in fact come about as a
result of a simple desire, not to subjugate
other nations, but simply to get away from
the rain and grey skies of the UK?

Moving swiftly on, we head north-east to
the island Kingdom of Tonga, A3-land. In
this case a largely German DXpedition.
They did quite well on the air too. Indeed as
their contributor, Sigi/DL7DF, himself says:
“With more than 41,000 QSOs and a total
Europe content of over 35%, we could be
satisfied.” Yes indeed. Or, if that one
doesn’t grab you, there’s David, AH6HY,
telling us a bit about that ‘3D2C DXpedition
to Conway Reef’. Nothing to do with that
popular pianist from Bristol back in the
1960s, Russ Conway, I hasten to add.

But enough of all this. Here amongst the
paddy fields of the South West I hope that
wherever you are, you did well out of the
Christmas loot and ended up with many a
present beyond your wildest dreams.
To return to the Digest: the new-style colour
cover last time round went down well. In
fact there were even some very positive
comments about it on the CDXC Reflector.
Yes, some of the regulars on this particular
forum, often a little too busy swapping the
triumphant details of their latest on-air
success stories to comment on such things,
took time off to do just that for a change.
Mind you, this time round the Digest is not
quite as colourful, as you can see, but at
least we retain that all-important and longoverdue new look.

Anyway, here’s wishing you all a very
Happy, Prosperous and above all Healthy
New Year.
73 Martyn, G3RFX
www.g3rfx.co.uk
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL

I must start by wishing all members a
Happy New Year and hoping that we see
Cycle 24 actually produce something before
it starts to decay – if it hasn’t already done
so. I also hope that as much as I like my
radial field to be wet, that the WX in 2013 is
more conducive to aerial work rather than
plodding around in a quagmire.

President’s Patter, we are working on
looking at how to assist the operators and
organisers of DXpeditions with raising the
DXpedition operating standards. Using
sponsorship as a ‘stick’ or a ‘carrot’ is a bit
of a blunt instrument. And what if CDXC
declines sponsorship, but the DXpedition
goes ahead anyway and operates poorly.
What have we achieved - other than
smugness? That said, at our last Committee
meeting we started the discssion on which
conditions, as far as CDXC sponsorship is
concerned, should be mandatory and which
should be guidelines. We are still working
on this and hope to have something to say in
the next Digest.

You will have seen that Club Log, the gem
created by long-time CDXC member
Michael/G7VJR, has been awarded a
prestigious YASME award. This is well
deserved as I think most serious DXers use
it and many DXpeditions rely on it for their
near real-time uploads. The CDXC
Committee agreed it will again make a £500
donation to Club Log’s running and upgrade
costs next year. Michael is looking at adding
a second server to give redundancy to the
system. He has also added a ‘log matching’
function which is not intended to rival
LoTW, but provides interesting data.
Currently just under half of CDXC members
declare their membership to CDXC on Club
Log. If you use it or are thinking of using it,
please click ‘CDXC’ in your Club Log
membership page.

One idea that was raised on the CDXC
reflector a month or so ago was a
‘DXpedition University’. The thinking, and
it is only thinking at present, would be to set
up a small number of co-located HF
stations, with reasonable rigs and antennas
at an easy to reach, but somewhat rare,
location in near Europe. The location and
choice of band / modes would ensure pileups of the sort most CDXC members could
not normally be able to experience. The
idea would be to provide classroom and onair mentoring for those who want to
improve their pile-up skills or who are
preparing themselves for their first rare
DXpedition. Participants would self-fund
their travel, food and accommodation. At
present we are trying to gauge interest, so if
this appeals to you could you contact me at
Chris@G3SVL.com. The likely timing
would be the autumn of next year.

While touching on LoTW, I think the ARRL
are becoming a victim of their own success,
but I question what the rush is all about. Is
it just human nature that ‘because it’s there I
must have it’? I know it’s nice to get the
LoTW match, but if you are already in the
DXpeditions online log and are not about to
submit an award, what is the problem with
waiting a week for confirmation? I know it
should be able to handle the volume of
QSOs in the queue, but the consequence of
immediacy will cost ARRL money to get
bigger, faster servers – and for what?

Finally, I’d like to make my annual plug for
the LF Challenge. The rules are elsewhere
in this Digest as are the dates for the Annual
Dinner and the AGM/Summer Social.

The recent DXpeditions caused comment on
many reflectors. As Neville says in his

73 and good DX Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
May I welcome all those who have joined
CDXC recently. I hope you all enjoy being
members of the club. Please do not hesitate
to e-mail Chris or myself if you wish to
raise any matters that you feel should be
discussed by the Committee. Feedback is
always welcome.

bad behaviour in pile-ups was a southern
European problem, but this is not the case.
In the cases of all four recent DXpeditions,
the pile-up called incessantly, completely
disregarding the requests of the DXpedition
operator.
I was very disappointed to note that several
CDXC members were involved on all
modes – this is really disappointing. Come
on, guys, let us all follow the Code!

Thanks too to those members who
commented on the new Digest. We have
been delighted with the response. It is black
and white gloss covers for the next few
editions, with a colour cover approximately
once a year.

Listen, listen, listen and work out the tuning
pattern (if any) of the DXpedition operator.
Work out exactly where he is listening, how
many QSOs he makes on each frequency
and how much he moves frequency between
QSOs. It may take 15-20 minutes to do this,
particularly if propagation is poor between
you and the area he is working, but it is
immensely satisfying to have spent that time
listening for the DX station to come back
after one or very few calls.

An appeal! We will soon be close to our
renewal date of 30 June. Reminders will be
sent with the March and June Digests, so
could I ask everyone to renew in a timely
manner. We really should not be chasing
renewals in November as in the past two
years! How about setting up a standing
order? These make life for our Treasurer so
much easier.

I say ‘if any’ because there are those who
just spin the dial after every QSO. In these
cases it is a real case of hit and miss.
Nowadays I do not bother to work operators
like these for several days until the pile-up
falls away. I have better things to do!

T32C QSLing update: We have just passed
the 70K mark for QSOs confirmed; this
equates to 32.8% of the total QSOs made.
As I write this note, we have just received a
shipment of cards from the Bureau, the first
substantial shipment to date, containing
11lbs of cards. See the pictures on the photo
pages. My thanks to all the T32C QSL
managers and in particular to Jim/MØZAK
who handles all the OQRS and Bureau cards
and to Charles/MØOXO, who now handles
all the directs. They still arrive at a rate of
around 10 a week.

It is also interesting to me that on occasions
an experienced DXpedition operator will
say something along the lines of ‘try 213’
just once. How many people hear this?
Probably around five of the hundreds who
are calling. So, listen, listen, and listen.
There was a recent DXpedition to a new
IOTA led by a man who had DXpeditioned
before. Now the costs of activating a new
IOTA, given that they are becoming quite
rare and difficult to access, are expensive,
so it is worth operating properly. The station
started up on 14.260 MHz and he listened
only on that frequency. Chaos resulted!

Now to the DX Code of Conduct. I have
listened very carefully to the pile-ups of
four major DXpeditions recently and it
seems to me that there has been little
improvement in behaviour. I really wonder
whether this Code is having any effect at all.
I, like many others, used to think that the
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We could not hear him well and he could
not hear us. Martin/G3ZAY eventually
broke the pile-up and asked him to work
split, which he did. Then he listened on
14.265 MHz only and did not tune away
from that frequency. The chaos continued. I
have operated from the Malaysian islands
with wire aerials. I know exactly what the
pile-up sounds like on one frequency.
Mush! The operator must ask the pile-up to
spread out and he must tell them where he is
listening, not just ‘Up’.

helps to identify those, usually the newbies,
who are struggling and who need help. We
devote time to training and almost without
exception, we would take the same people
again.
I have been thinking about how I would
develop a strategy if I were leading a
comparatively small team of four or five
with, say, two to three stations. I would not
try to operate an all-band all-mode
DXpedition, but would instead ask the team
to try to work as many uniques as possible.
This could be achieved by, say, starting on
30m CW and 20m SSB, and working out
the pile-up – this could take a week or so if
we had decent antennas. Then I would add
in 17m SSB and 40m CW and RTTY or
PSK63. We would set out our approach very
clearly on our webpages. This way we could
give many a brand new country rather than
spend a week or so working the ‘Big Guns’,
many of whom will have worked that
country and many band-slots before. With
so many newcomers to HF radio and
DXing, this could be a welcome approach.

This leads to the CDXC Guidelines for
DXpeditioners that we are developing now.
I set out many of these in my November PP
– they come straight out of the FSDXA
team manual. Thanks to quite a few
members who wrote supporting this
approach.
As I mentioned previously it is, in my view,
up to the DXpedition leaders to enforce
guidelines such as these and this is what we
do on the FSDXA DXpeditions. I know
some team leaders may be uncomfortable
about this, but to us it is the only way - that
is what leadership is all about and,
furthermore, we have a reputation to
maintain. We will be sending our draft
guidelines to the 10 or so leaders of major
DXpeditions (those that have 10+ operators)
to get their reactions. Given the credibility
that we have gained from five major
FSDXA DXpeditions, I hope that they will
be well received.

We will press on with our Guidelines for
DXpeditioners. I hope all our members had
a Merry Christmas and I wish everyone a
Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year.
73

It is interesting to note that on most FSDXA
DXpeditions we find that experienced
operators who have not been with us before
come with bad habits such as not
identifying, not confirming calls in full, not
giving the frequencies where they are
listening , saying just ‘up’, etc. These issues
are quickly resolved. We have StarMonitor
too (or Starsi-Monitor as our German
friends call it!) from which we can see the
rates and rhythm of each operator. This
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CDXC Annual Dinner 2013
Saturday, 16 March 2013, at 7.30pm, Wyboston Lakes, Bedfordshire

The CDXC 2013 Annual Dinner will be held at Wyboston Lakes, the venue that hosted us very
successfully for the last four years. We will have a private room and you will be entertained by
an after-dinner speaker. This will be Derek, G3KHZ, who has kindly agreed to give us a talk
entitled Adventures in Papua New Guinea. The Dinner itself is again 7pm for 7:30. Why not
come along early and do some socialising before the main event? The Annual Dinner is one of
the two social events in the CDXC calendar and certainly not to be missed. So, as they say, book
early to avoid disappointment.
How do I to book? Please book electronically if at all possible: On the CDXC website follow
News & Events – Events Calendar – 2013 Annual Dinner and follow the registration
instructions. Or: E-mail Tony at sec@cdxc.org.uk with your booking details and pay £35 per
person by online bank transfer to CDXC, sort code 60-60-02, account 44532385. Please quote
your personal callsign as your reference.
Alternatively:
Complete the booking details in this Digest and return by ordinary mail to Tony, G4LDL, 1
Dovetrees, Covingham, Swindon, SN3 5AX with your cheque made payable to ‘CDXC’ for £35
per person. Please note that we have a strict limit on numbers. To ensure a fair allocation of
places it will be first come, first served. On receipt of your booking and payment details, Tony
will confirm your booking. Please note that however your booking is made, it is not
confirmed until you have received the confirmation from Tony.
Where exactly is the venue?
The Dinner will be held at The Wyboston Lakes Executive Centre, Great North Road,
Wyboston, Bedfordshire, MK44 3AL (note the slight change). Wyboston Lakes are located at
the junction of the A1 and the A428.
Can I stay overnight at Wyboston?
Yes, but please contact Tony, G4LDL, at sec@cdxc.org.uk before booking. The current room
rate is under negotiation. A ‘Google’ search shows the same price from most of the online
booking agencies.
Is there any Alternative overnight accommodation?
Yes, at the Premier Inn across the road from the Wyboston Centre main entrance. The current
rate is around £65 per room with breakfast £7.50 extra. Book direct on (0871) 527 9024 or
online at: www.premierinn.com and select ‘St Neots (A1/Wyboston)’. Or at The Travelodge 2
miles south on the A1. Currently on offer at £30+ per room, breakfast extra (Little Chef). Book
direct on (0871) 984 6010 or online at www.travelodge.co.uk and select ‘Bedford Wyboston’.
Any other questions? Contact Tony, G4LDL, at sec@cdxc.org.uk or on (01793) 525523.
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New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Name

Location

5B4AFM

Stavros Tsiakkouris

Nicosia

EA8AY

Luis Coello

Santa Cruz, Tenerife

EI6IZ

Brendan Minish

Castlebar

F6JSZ /
M0GVE

Mark Kentell

Palaiseau

G0AIX
G0KJP
G0ORC
G0TPH
G0TUO

David Westlake,
David Scott
Vince Shirley
Alan Horne
Michael Brough

Penzance
Stone
Belper
Leicester
Milton Keynes

G1JZY
G1TDN

Trevor Mitchell
Trevor Collinson

Manchester
Hull

G3NCN
G3TA
G3TQZ
G3XPO

John Ellerton
Colin Lambert
Roger Allan
Ken Filmer

Bracknell
Cirencester
Worcester
Hawkinge

G4HEE
G4MKR
G4ZCS

Bill Dallas
Richard Byford
Chris Saunders

Asfordby
Sandy
Burgess Hill

G6OKU

Mike Law

Chesterfield

GM0JZV

John Warden

Brechin

M0CVK

Bob Henshall

Wolverhampton

M3DFW

Darren Ferrow

Blyth

M5RIC

Richard Brokenshaw

Portland

MI0HEZ

Greg Marshall

Newtownabbey

N4AA

Carl Smith

Leicester, NC

VK3AHT

Geoff Cooper

Beechworth

W1AO

Joe Kozak

Manchester, ME
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AGM & Summer Social 2013
Time to get the diaries up to date and make a note that the CDXC AGM & Summer
Social will take place on Saturday, 20 July 2013, at the QTH of Neville, G3NUG.
Needless to say, it’s grateful thanks to Neville and Trish for agreeing to host this one
again.
Tony Bettley, G4LDL, Secretary

Incorrect e-mail addresses?
I now have some 6 members whose e-mails addresses on our system appear to be
incorrect.
Peter Bacon, G3ZSS peter@g3zss.com
Keith Sullivan, G3KYF Sullivan.ph@sky.com
Robert Cassells, GM4WLN Robert.bencher@fsnet.co.uk
Keith Ginder, GW3NAS keithgw3nas@gmail.com
John Woodland, GW4KHQ gw4khq@btinternet.com
Richard Brokenshaw, M5RIC richm5ric@gmail.com
If they would like to contact me at sec@cdxc.org.uk I will correct their records.
Tony, G4LDL CDXC Secretary

CDXC News Service
News and updates are published through the CDXC News Service on our website
at www.cdxc.org.uk/news. Information about forthcoming DXpeditions, details of
members' trips as well as CDXC events or other announcements which are relevant to
CDXC members are widely publicised through this page. The News Service is also
monitored by certain DX newsletter services and websites.
If you would like to submit your own news, please click the link at the top of the page,
or go directly to www.cdxc.org.uk/submit_news. There is an option to submit a photo as
well as text. All news is credited. If you have any questions about the CDXC News
Service, please contact Tim Beaumont, M0URX (tim@m0urx.com).
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In the DX Window
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF

x
x
x

LoTW: the waiting just gets longer and
longer

OQRS revolutionises DXpedition
QSLing
LoTW: don’t kick a dog when it’s
down?
2012: a record year for QSOs from
overseas

It’s not good form to kick a dog when it’s
down. But the dog that LoTW currently is
needs more than just a kick. In its present
form it may just need putting down and then
starting afresh.

OQRS has changed everything!

In mid-December the delays in log uploading have reached an extraordinary
length: ten days. Ten days to upload and
process voluminous but simple data in an
online database? Come on. This is not what
it’s all about in 2012. I’m no computer
whizz. Far from it! But it’s obvious that the
ARRL’s LoTW needs a complete
technology re-vamp or re-think. For many
active DXers worldwide, LoTW and the
DXCC Program are their only contact with
the ARRL. Yes, I’ve been a faithful member
of the ARRL for over forty years, but never
even glance at ‘QST’. Like so many other
DXers, it’s LoTW that is now our single
regular point of contact with the ARRL.

A few years ago I added a page to the
G3TXF website describing what I then
thought were the best and easiest ways of
applying for and receiving either Direct or
Bureau QSLs from DXpeditions. But the
recent advent of OQRS (in particular on
Club Log) has completely changed
everything. No longer is a Direct QSL in the
post (with its associated return envelope and
postage in the form of IRCs/$s) the best way
to do it. OQRS is!
Similarly with requesting Bureau QSLs.
What on earth is the point in sending your
QSL through the tortuous and lengthy QSL
Bureau system in order to just ‘request’ a
DXpedition card, only to have your own
card immediately binned by the recipient
QSL Manager? Bonkers! Just use OQRS to
pass your message to the QSL Manager that
you would like to receive a card via the
Bureau. Your card can then be included in
the next outgoing batch to the Bureau. Not
to put too fine a point on it, OQRS has
revolutionised QSLing operations for DXpeditions.

According to a useful new LoTW statistics
webpage recently published by the ARRL,
the processing queue of over ten days
includes over 9.5 million QSOs from some
27,500 logs. In recent weeks the LoTW
processing backlog has become ever greater,
rather than contracting as you would
reasonably expect once past the large wave
of logs uploaded following the CQ WW
Contests.

OQRS is eco-friendly too. There’s only one
letter sent, and not two. There’s only one
Bureau QSL travelling around the world,
and not two. Yes, LoTW is even more ecofriendly, but the assumption here is that
many DXers still like to collect a paper
QSL, particularly from a major DXpedition.

Guess it can’t be much fun working in the
ARRL’s IT department at the moment. They
are getting a huge amount of flack on some
reflectors. Perhaps quite rightly so. The
currently severely constipated LoTW is
letting down the ARRL and the DXCC
Program big time.
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A DXer’s year-end numbers

bouncing and bobbing around like a cork on
board a small yacht in a storm in the Pacific
and travelling on this relatively luxurious
Royal Mail Steamship. This was G3TXF’s
second trip to St Helena. The March 2012
ZD7XF operation was timed to coincide
with BERU. BERU is an addictive contest.
Thanks to the active promotion of BERU by
Bob/G3PJT our ‘Commonwealth Contest’
continues to grow in popularity.

For some DXers a calendar year may be
best summarised by the number of new
DXCC countries worked or by the number
of new Band Slots worked. For others it’s
the number of QSOs made. For G3TXF
2012 was a record year in QSOs. Assuming
that a couple of hundred more QSOs are
made in some contest or other over the
Christmas holiday, G3TXF’s QSO total for
the year will be 50,000. This is made up of
14,400 QSOs made as G3TXF from home
(yes, mostly in contests, of course) and
35,600 QSOs while away on various DXpeditions.

In April it was time to set off for another
Commonwealth island: 9M0 Spratly.
Thanks to a series of fortuitous timings or
just lucky breaks, G3TXF had been invited
to join the Malaysian-Japanese organised
9M0L DXpedition to Spratly. As well as
operating from the idyllic Layang Layang
island resort QTH (which had also been
home to the FSDXA 9M0C operation many
years earlier) the trip also allowed G3TXF
to meet Steve/9M6DXX and John/9M6XRO
while transiting in Kota Kinabalu. Both
John and Steve organised their own
successful 9M4SLL operation from Spratly
just a few months later, and more recently
John/9M6XRO was on the Campbell Island
ZL9HR operation.

2012 started off with a bang, or rather with a
huge splash (particularly on the terrible
sailing boat journey back from the island),
with the five-operator VP6T DXpedition to
Pitcairn in January. VP6T clocked up some
56,000 QSOs and uploaded the logs live to
both Club Log and LoTW every day. Nearly
one year on from the VP6T DXpedition
55% (yes, well over half) of all QSOs made
are shown as confirmed on LoTW.
For USA DXers in particular, this high
percentage of confirmations found on
LoTW results in a welcome drop-off in the
number of direct QSL requests. Many USA
DXers are more than happy with their VP6T
‘QSL’ on LoTW and do not need a paper
QSL. But happily many of them will also
send a small “thanks for the LoTW uploads”
donation either through the DXpedition
website or through the Club Log OQRS.
The argument that up-loading your log
‘live’ to LoTW during the DXpedition kills
off all ‘QSL revenue’ simply does not hold
water. Many DXers are grateful for the live
LoTW upload and just send a small ‘thankyou’ donation anyway. And good for them!

CW Field Day in June was operated with
Ian/G3WVG from Rathlin Island off
Northern Ireland. If we include this
GI0AAA/P operation, this is already the
fourth island visited in the year, following
on from VP6, ZD7 and 9M0.
Chance conversations between Don/
G3XTT, Lionel/G5LP and Teemu/SM0W
during the CCF Cruise in the Baltic earlier
in the year resulted in Don/G3XTT, Teemu/
SM0W and G3TXF (sadly Lionel/G5LP
could not join us) spending a delightful
weekend on Market Reef operating as OJ0R
during the IOTA Contest in late July.
Market Reef was island number five.
Having ‘Mr IOTA Contest’ along as part of
the team ensured that everything was
absolutely 100% according to the IOTA
Contest rule book! The short sea journey to
and from the island could not have been
more comfortable and pleasant.

So once back home (and fully dried off)
after the Pitcairn trip it was soon time to
prepare for another sea voyage. This time on
the 6,700 tonne RMS St Helena from
Ascension to Jamestown, the capital of
ZD7. There’s a huge difference between
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No sea travel was needed to get to landlocked Kosovo in September. An activity
had been arranged to coincide with the relaunch of amateur radio in Kosovo. Bob/
MD0CCE and G3TXF were participants in
the multi-national team that was helping
support the newly licensed local Kosovar
operators as well as running demonstration
stations as Z60K at various locations in the
capital city, Pristhina.

previous best year for overseas QSOs was
the year 2000 when 32,900 QSOs were
made while on DXpeditions. 2000 was also
a year near the top of the sunspot cycle and
huge numbers of QSOs were racked up on
various DX-peditions together with Roger/
G3SXW from remote locations such as FH
and FW.
So as we move into 2013 the in-year QSO
total once again resets back to zero.
Hopefully it’ll soon be time to start logging
many more QSOs from both at home as well
as while on overseas DX trips.

The last overseas operation of the year was
CU9AO from Corvo, which was operated
with Michael/G7VJR as part of the Azores
Activity weekend in October. This was the
sixth island in the year. These various DX
trips enabled G3TXF to rack up a total of
35,600 QSOs while overseas. This was a
record year for overseas QSOs. The

HNY and Good DXing in 2013!
73 Nigel, G3TXF

Announcing the CDXC DX Archive
The CDXC DX Archive project was born out of a proposal made by Alan,
5B4AHJ/G3PMR, to the CDXC Committee in early 2011. In his research work for Club
Log's callsign database Alan recognised that there are many DX documents that exist only
in paper format and are thus inaccessible to the majority of interested persons. Alan
proposed that CDXC should set up a DX Archive project, whereby DX documents would
be digitised and made freely accessible to all, in a searchable format, via the CDXC
website. The initial phase of this project involved the acquisition and scanning of as many
issues of Geoff Watts' (later the RSGB's) DX News Sheets and RSGB DX News
Magazines as possible. This phase of the project, undertaken entirely by volunteers, is now
live and accessible via the CDXC website.
CDXC Chairman, Chris Duckling, G3SVL said “This is a great initiative which will
enable DX historians to access documents that would otherwise be hidden away in attics
and shacks. Hundreds of man-hours have been put into creating this archive and we are
delighted to make it available to the world of DXers. We are particularly pleased to have
the ability, provided by Third Light, to search inside the PDFs and return accurate results.
We welcome ideas for our next DX archive project”.
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TT8TT – Chad 2012
(or could it be ‘Longing for Africa’?)
Silvano Borsa, I2YSB
We start the write-up of our African
adventure with this question in mind; it was
a question we asked ourselves following six
years of travelling across this beautiful
continent as members of the Italian
DXpedition team.

Having taken our decision and being aware
of the typical African pace, we started in
March on the usual actions: licence,
location, transport and logistics etc. As
everybody knows, the most difficult step is
obtaining the licence. Luckily, Elvira put us
in touch with Karmel, a nice young man
who had studied in Italy, had been born in
N’Djamena, the capital of Chad, and was
now living there. He gladly agreed to
negotiate on our behalf with the appropriate
local ministry. We were surprised to receive
all the paperwork, licences and callsigns,
within a few weeks - it only took the time
necessary to provide personal data, copies
of our licences and transfer the money. All
of the team got a Chad callsign, but for the
convenience of a unique log we decided to
use just one of them, TT8TT which had an
attractive ‘sound’ on both SSB and CW.

We seriously considered planning for other
destinations, but up to now the rewards from
our past experiences, including the
humanitarian side, made us reluctant to pull
out from Africa. But we thought we should
try!
We had already considered Chad - or Tchad,
in French - as a possible destination about
two years ago. The reason for our hesitation
was mainly due to costs; the expense being
considerably higher than we were used to in
our DXpeditions to other countries in the
region. In addition, we could not secure
adequate local support and logistics (electric
power, Internet connectivity, convenient
space for antennas, and so on).

Around mid-April, with a licence valid for a
full year, all the remaining organisational
chores looked like child’s play… but we did
not take into account Africa!

This was until last spring when, following
the activity of Elvira/IV3FSG as TT8ES in
March 2012, we realised that the time had
come to once again consider a serious
DXpedition to Chad. As soon as Elvira
returned to Italy we contacted her, and our
original beliefs were confirmed. Even a
limited appearance of TT8ES on the bands,
with sporadic activity mostly on the digital
modes (she was in Chad for humanitarian
reasons), had produced a sweeping demand
for a new one (be it all-time, or mode and
band). There was a particular high demand
from the USA and Japan. Detailed enquiries
showed Chad ranks highly for the US West
Coast and Japan, although not as much for
Europe. Our final QSO statistics clearly
challenge this assumption!

With Karmel’s help we started by searching
for an appropriate location. The only
suitable venue turned out to be the
N’Djamena Novotel. It is located in a quiet
city district, with electric power and Internet
access, security personnel 24/7, a wide
garden and a nice swimming pool. With an
average daily temperature of 40oC we liked
the sound of it!
We thought we could strike a bargain on the
hotel rates, which were quite expensive by
African standards, but we met an
uncompromising attitude. In spite of
explanations and reduced requirements on
our side, we barely got a discount, just
sufficient for the few bottles of mineral
water we drank during the installation of our
antennas. In this type of hotel the rates are
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strictly defined by the centralised
administration (Novotel belongs to the
Accord chain), and the manager has hardly
any room for negotiating prices. After
seriously considering abandoning the
DXpedition, in a brief meeting we decided
to proceed. Unfortunately, Gino/IK2RZP
could not join us because of work
commitments, and Alfeo/I1HJT had to
shorten his stay by a couple of days for
similar reasons. In the end we reached a
reasonable compromise and planned for the
beginning of October 2012.

customs area to help us with formalities. We
are not worried as we have all the necessary
paperwork, but….Africa is an unlimited
source of surprises! A diligent official
explains that we are authorised to transmit,
but not to import our radios! After long
discussions with several customs officials,
Alfeo, the only one of us speaking
acceptable
French,
reports
serious
difficulties; not due to a language barrier,
but because of the inflexible attitude of our
counterpart. Thanks to Stefano/IK2HKT
having a private discussion with the officer
in charge, we finally get the green-light
statement “vous pouvez aller avec la
radio”. Stefano never revealed the content
of that discussion and we remain puzzled by
what might have been said, since he cannot
speak French!

As all of this happened in April, just before
our DXpedition to Somalia, we believed
that we had sufficient time for our
subsequent planning. But, as before, we
overlooked Africa. There is not space here
to list the hundreds of e-mails between us,
Karmel and the Novotel staff, detailing all
aspects and requirements of our activities
but suffice it to say that we finally managed
to get our final reservations just two weeks
before the departure date – which was six
months after taking the initial steps!

We meet our friend Karmel, and after
exchanging greetings we get on the bus for a
5-minute ride to our destination. There it
looks like we are back in Europe: a hotel
with more than 100 rooms, mostly occupied
by European businessmen. We feel a little
embarrassed because everybody wears
formal dress and ties, whereas we sport Tshirts and shorts… but in the end we do not
feel the need to smarten our attire, in spite
of the hotel atmosphere.

All that was left was to confirm our
previously booked Air France tickets.
Another surprise: for a 24-hour delay, the
ticket fare increased by 200 Euros (each).
We were left with no choice other than a
new understanding of the reason why so
many others give up on Chad. At this point,
it was probably cheaper to set up a
DXpedition to St. Barth in the Caribbean,
but… remember that famous homesickness
for Africa?

The first night is spent in planning our setups, but, once more, we had not taken in full
account the power of Africa. At first light
we begin installing the antennas. Around
7am the chief of security shows up,
questioning us in a strange way. We begin
to suspect that something is wrong. He is
responsible for the exterior area, and not
having received any proper clearance or
information, all activity must be suspended.
A new discussion with Alfeo ensues but, in
spite of calmly standing our ground, serious
worries develop. Two hours later the
situation is at a standstill. Some of the team
get nervous, the tone rises, someone even
proposes we quit altogether. The security
official stiffens, and in spite of the clear
statement about our operation on the formal

So, with a lighter wallet, but in very high
spirits, we arrive on the day of departure at
Milan’s Linate airport, fly to Paris and then
take a direct flight to N’Djamena. We are
familiar with all of it, but at the check-in
counter the lady stares wide-eyed at our 300
kg of electronic equipment!
After a uneventful flight we land in
N’Djamena at 22 hours local, on the 2nd of
October 2012. Our friend Karmel is waiting
for us, but was not allowed entry to the
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agreement with the hotel, he refuses any
permission to install antennas.

new ones for many. We were rather satisfied
with the CW 80m operation, but SSB
suffered difficulties. Signal levels from all
over the world were very low, even from
Europe, and buried in the local QRM (we
were in the middle of the city). In spite of
trying
different
receiving
antennas
(Diamond Loop, DHDL) we worked the
few stations we could hear (a short audio
file, illustrating our 80m receiving
conditions is posted on our official
DXpedition site). We had some gratifying
QSOs on Top Band (160m), with more than
600 difficult QSOs in the log. Every day we
tried to make improvements to our
transmitting and receiving antennas, but
having an efficient antenna system in such
an environment was understandably
difficult. We had hoped for a Beverage, but
the limited space available made it
impossible

Five hours later, we think it better to cool
the discussion somewhat and to look for an
agreement. We ask for the chief manager,
who is unfortunately absent. Time goes by
and we get Karmel into the discussion while
trying to calm down and in the end, almost
by magic, the manager shows up with a
copy of our licences, giving us permission
to proceed. We start immediately, in an
effort to recover the half-day lost in
discussions. We set up the SSB station and
at 1414 UTC on 3 October the first TT8TT
CQ is aired. We proceed with the RTTY
and 6m stations. The CW station is
postponed to the following morning,
together with the low-band receiving
antennas.
Within 36 hours everything is operational
and we concentrate on our main job. The
pile-up is fierce from the very beginning, in
spite of the propagation and solar index
forecasts. A great surprise came from the
activity on 6m: after our poor experience in
Somalia we were somewhat hesitant, but
after the first calls we realized that the TEP
was helping. In the end we logged more
than 2,600 contacts on this band.

Time goes by quickly on a DXpedition, and
our last weekend in Chad arrives. We do not
compete for records, being well aware of the
innumerable problems which can plague a
DXpedition, but are well aware that the
larger the number of QSOs, the higher the
satisfaction from this adventure. When, on
Saturday morning, we realize that 63,000
QSOs are in the log with less than 3 days
left, we aim at passing the 70,000 mark
before we have to shut down. Stefano and
Silvano give up lunch on Saturday and
Sunday, Vinicio makes an extra effort on
SSB, Angelo does similarly on CW,
challenging his own endurance, Alfeo has
his first experience on RTTY after only two
minutes training, and Marcello… well,
Marcello enjoys the pool! The result of this
‘tour de force’ is exhilarating: at 0734 on 16
October we pass 70,000 QSOs, and we keep
going right up to 72,000.

We had excellent openings on the higher
bands (10m to 20m), with signals
persistently above S9 from Europe, USA
and Japan, the latter regularly via long path
in the morning (we know very well by now
the propagation in Africa and the path
choice has become straightforward). We
paid special attention to VKs and ZLs, with
more than 120 single calls in the log, most
of them on at least 3 different bands.
The lower bands were a different issue,
particularly on SSB. On 40m we reckoned
we could contact just about all the deserving
on both CW and SSB, but we could not
restrict the operation to just this band.
During the night we had openings on the
higher bands, and we also had to
concentrate on 80m and 160m, which were

On Tuesday afternoon the last QSO is
logged – much to our surprise on 6m SSB.
The expedition ends with a remarkable
opening on the Magic Band, which forces us
to QRT while sadly still having workable
signals on the band. The plane will not wait
for us, and we hastily dismount our
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equipment. In 3 hours everything is ready
for loading. A quick dinner and we dash out
to the airport. We say goodbye to our friend
Karmel, get through customs and passport
formalities, this time without hiccups, and
on the evening of 16 October we are
heading home.

famous software for online real-time log,
and to Sergio/IK0FTA, our mentor for the
Magic Band. We thank our new friend
Karmel, for his precious help in the licence
formalities, and Elvira/IV3FSG for her
helpful suggestions. Our thanks to our
Sponsors and the many Foundations: in the
first place to NCDXF who trusted us, and to
GDXF,
UKSMG,
LA-DX-GROUP,
CLIPPERTON DX CLUB, NIPPON DX,
MDXC, CDXC, TCDXA and FUNK
AMATEUR, to the Sezioni ARI and all the
amateurs who, with voluntary individual
contributions, helped us meet the relevant
expenses incurred by a DXpedition. All of
you are part of our team, and we trust that
your continuing commitment will support us
in the future.

The following morning after a sleepy
stopover in Paris we are airborne again en
route to Milan Linate. Here we are met by
Piero, a friend who has become the official
driver of our team. Soon we are back home
for a shower and a well deserved rest. After
two days of recovery, our daily routine and
a sense of reality, we are already on the
phone with the usual question: “Where do
we go next (in March 2013)?” A little
patience and you will find out!

Thanks, and … see you soon!
Our thanks to Arturo/IK7JWY, our precious
pilot station, to Giacomo/IH9GPI, for his

from Tim Beaumont, MØURX
Are you a DXpeditioner in the United Kingdom? If you are a DXpeditioner planning an
overseas expedition this year or a QSL manager sending international mailings and you
are in the United Kingdom, I can add you as a ‘poster’ on my international mailing
contract.
You do not need to be posting huge amounts of mail to benefit from international posting
at discount prices. At a time when every penny counts and budgets are tightly squeezed,
this could help your DXpedition financially.
Once registered you will be expected to separate the mail into two zones, European
Union countries and Rest of the World, all in alphabetical order. You will need a set of
letter scales and a calculator. The amount of discount depends on the average weight of
the letters. All billing is done online.
Once you have filled in the posting docket and taken the mail to the nearest mail centre
you transfer the money to my bank online. I would like to point out that I will make NO
financial gain whatsoever and this is solely to assist DXpedition teams. You can contact
me direct on (0797) 629 2980 or via e-mail to tim@m0urx.com.
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Papua New Guinea IOTA DXpedition Oct/Nov 2012
(Derek Cox, G3KHZ)

The P29NI IOTA DXpeditions have
become almost an annual event. This year
was our fifth using the M/V Barbarian to
convey us to the islands. Our team was
Hans/SM6CVX,
Hans-Peter/HB9BXE,
Eddy/K5WQG, Axel/DL6KVA, friend Stig
Nyman and Derek/G3KHZ

Hans sponsored another generator. When
eventually we came to start it we found the
primer bulb was cracked. We survived with
just one generator.
As we sailed out of Rabaul on Friday, 19th
October, we started measuring and cutting
new wire dipoles. The lower frequency
bands, 20m and down need loading coils.
Hans-Peter carried his patent end-fed
antenna and matching unit which was used
on 30m and so we eventually had antennas
for all bands 10 through 30m.

Tales of the unexpected
Some of our readers may remember the
problems we had with licensing in Papua
New Guinea 18 months ago after
PANGTEL was replaced with NICTA. The
new rules would only allow PNG nationals
and foreigners working for PNG-registered
companies to be issued with licences. Well,
it took us almost 18 months to get the rules
changed.

St Matthias IOTA group OC-103 –
P29VCX
We sailed across the Bismarck Sea through
the channel which separates New Hanover
Island from the rest of New Ireland and into
the Pacific Ocean. On 21 October after two
days of sailing we reached Emirau Island
early in the morning. Then the fun began!

Our equipment from previous years was
stored at the Rabaul Yacht Club… or so we
thought! We spent a morning there trying to
locate our gear in a container which was full
of boxes and boating equipment. We did not
find any of our antenna wires, loading coils,
feeder connectors, guying cord or clamps to
keep the Spiderbeam poles from collapsing.
Very fortunately I had made and taken the
following spares:

Previously contact had been made with
Dennis Hill whose wife, Owen, was on the
island. We walked nearly a mile and found
her. This turned out to be nowhere near the
home of Chief Willies Maigen. Another trip
in our dinghy and another half-mile walk
and we found him. Permission was given to
use the small uninhabited island of Anosau.
We were in business.

Home-made sets of Spider beam pole
clamps
Feeder connectors
Wire dipole with loading coils for 20m
Spare wire

Several of the young men came across in
their canoes and were very helpful with tent
and antenna erection. They had their own
tent and camped alongside us – protecting
us from the crocodiles… they said. We
didn’t see any crocodiles, nor could they
show us one, but there was enough talk to
suggest they did live around the island.

One of our two generators was in the
container. The other one was on the boat. It
had clearly been used a lot and was very
marked and had one foot missing. Starting it
was a problem until we went into Rabaul
and bought a can of ‘Aerostart’. The second
generator refused to start. Eddy and

At 1735 GMT on the 21st our first QSO was
with ZL2OGY on 20m SSB. We were also
QRV on 15m from the start of operations
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and a couple of hours later 12m came alive.
Conditions were good and we had a line of
antennas along a north facing beach.
Everyone had a great time with big pile-ups.
At the end of our 3½ days of operation the
log showed 15,330 QSOs, including a fair
number of duplicates. Propagation in the
mornings lasted until about 9:00 am local
and was much better than on previous PNG
trips.

guesthouse. It was ideal but I doubted we
could use it due to the remoteness from the
anchorage.
However,
negotiations
proceeded and we reached an arrangement
where the banana boat would take us back
to Barbarian whenever we needed.
Breakfast and dinner were taken at the
guesthouse and we went back to Barbarian
each day for lunch.
We were in business, with a nice long beach
facing north. The hut, used as a dining
room, became our shack. A line of five
operators were positioned at their own
tables along the wall of the room. The
dining table in the centre meant that for
meals we swung our chairs round 180Û and
ate!

We were so pleased with the help given by
three local lads; I said to Chief Willies we
would give them a donation. This must have
set some minds working overtime. On the
last morning as we were taking down the
stations six or eight locals came across to
the M/V Barbarian in their canoes and
presented a bill to Capt. Rod for 4,000 kina
(about £1,350) for anchoring his boat in
their lagoon. This demand was signed by
various chairmen, a secretary and a law and
order guy. What our captain said I do not
know but the bill was never presented to us
and was not paid. We simply followed
through and gave our intended donations to
the helpers and a donation to Chief Willies
for the school. There were smiles and
handshakes all round and we left giving
cheery waves!

There were enough Spiderbeam poles to
provide antennas for all bands, 40m through
10m. Unfortunately we didn’t have the
necessary loading coil to make the ground
plane for 40m. An empty plastic sauce
bottle came to the rescue for the coil former.
I had details of the coil size needed and we
soon had an antenna made for 40m.
Conditions had deteriorated a little.
Thunderstorms impeded our operation a
couple of times and the rain was extremely
heavy. In 3½ days of activity we netted
14,813 QSOs included the duplicates. This
was an ideal place for a DXpedition. Of all
the places we had visited it was rated one of
the best. Separate huts were used for
bedrooms. There were several with twin
beds and some with single beds.

Tabar IOTA group OC-099 – P29NI
Tatau Island was our next destination, a boat
journey of a day and a half. Departure from
Anosau Island was late morning, which
meant our arrival time would be very early
morning during darkness. A leisurely
approach to Tatau gave us the opportunity
to survey the coastline. We located the
Tatau Guesthouse that was earmarked for
the QTH, but we were disheartened to find
that the only safe anchorage for Barbarian
was two miles away. This wasn’t going to
work. Our little dinghy would take hours to
get that far and would not be safe going
over the reef. I had phoned the guesthouse
owner, Ken Pawut from England and he
agreed to keep a look-out for us. As we
arrived, a fast banana boat approached. It
was Ken. He took us to look at the

Lihir Island OC069 – P29VPB
Lihir is only a short boat ride of 70 nautical
miles. Departure from Tatau was late
afternoon on 31st October and we arrived at
Londolovit harbour the following morning.
Captain Rod knew of someone with a
guesthouse on this island. We were hoping
to find it. We went ashore and spoke to a
young man, Trevor, waiting at the jetty in a
minibus. “Do you know of a guesthouse
around here?” “Yes I do. I work at a
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guesthouse owned by Mark Bassani”. This
happened to be the name Captain Rod had
mentioned. After a telephone call by Trevor
to his boss, we were soon back on
Barbarian with a guide on board showing
us the way to the Lakakot Bay Resort. This
was round on the other side of Lihir.

equipment was found – too late for us even
to get a chance to see and record what was
found.
Conclusions
We had a great team with plenty of
camaraderie. We always say these trips
never go according go plan, but we enjoy
the challenges! Axel suffered an infected
leg, which looked very worrying at one
stage, but antibiotics helped clear the
infection. I had a blister on my foot, which
became infected. A course of penicillin back
home got me ‘up and running’ after a week.

Mark Bassani greeted us. He was keen to
become a radio amateur. He gave us a free
run of the resort. This was a first-class
western-style facility. Many of his visitors
were from the gold mine on the island. The
resort had 32 air-conditioned bedrooms,
conference facilities, a well-equipped
kitchen and dining room. A bar and opensided lounge made this a most appealing
location. We had no idea we would find
such a place on this remote island.

Rod is buying a ketch and hopes to sell
Barbarian. This may have been our last trip
on her. However, if she is not sold in the
next 12 months we may get a chance for a
final-final PNG IOTA DXpedition.

Antennas were erected wherever we
decided. A large air-conditioned room was
offered, but it was a little too far away from
the water. Our shack became an open-sided
building which had plenty of tables and
chairs. The resort’s electricity supply was
used, apart from 3 hours during the night.
Over this period we reverted to our
generator. As this resort faced west the
propagation was not so good to Europe and
North America, but the results showed we
still had reasonable signals into these areas.
In 2½ days we made 8,165 QSOs.

We regret to record the passing
of the following CDXC member
G4DZW

We lived off the boat, which was anchored
just off the resort’s jetty. Mark provided
transport to the airstrip at the end of our
stay. The P29VPB QSL card is our attempt
at promoting this beautiful resort as a thank
you to Mark.
We left Hans and Stig to sail on to Buka,
but that is another story.
The lost equipment
Towards the end of the trip Barbarian
developed a problem with the main
generator. The area below the deck had to
be completely cleared to gain access to
cooling pipes and ‘bingo’, the lost
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Alan Hockey

A35YZ 2012
Siegfried Presch, DL7DF

As our DXpedition to Guinea ended, the
question was asked “Where do we go next?”
Conditions suggested we were on the way to
the 11-year solar cycle maximum and so we
looked at the Pacific for our destination. It
did not take any great effort; there were not
many areas in the Pacific to consider. In the
end we chose the Kingdom of Tonga (A3).
The DXpedition was planned for March
2012 and we already knew a ‘hard core’ of
five operators, which increased to 10 and
settled at nine. The final team was:

please not visible. Pardon? After some
discussion
two
locations
for
the
Spiderbeams were found and accepted by
Sven. There was no agreement for the
verticals and so the beach remained out of
bounds for these.
Once up and running, we were able to work
stations from Japan, USA and Europe under
average conditions. The officer from the
licensing authority announced an inspection
for the following day - probably more of a
formality, we thought - but as it turned out it
was all very official. There then followed
the DXpedition daily routine: radio, eating,
sleeping and relaxing to be fit for the next
night. Several days of intense radio
operation were followed by strong solar
flares that turned the bands into pure noise
bells, from which they never really
recovered by the end of the expedition.
During the day only a handful of stations
could be heard, not even the Japanese or the
USA was strong, so we had time to explore
the island.

Frank/DL7UFR
Juergen/DL7UFN
Reiner/DL7KL
Wolf/DL4WK
Manfred/DK1BT
Andy/DL5CW
Les/SP3DOI
Jan/SP3CYY
Sigi/DL7DF.
On 4 March it was finally time to go. We
started our trip from Berlin-Tegel airport to
London, Hong Kong and finally arrived
after a further 25 hours of flight in
Auckland, New Zealand. There an overnight
stay was taken and we all met up. From
there we flew to Tonga, where on arrival we
had unexpected problems with customs. Our
luggage was brought to the main customs
office and we had to fill out and submit
some paperwork, but fortunately our
equipment was returned to us after a few
hours.

The Heilala Holiday Lodge is located near
the Christianity Landing Place. The first
Christians arrived here under the command
of Captain Abel Tasman (1643). However,
the first Christian missionaries, who came
from Australia, came to know the Umo, the
traditional Polynesian earth oven, from its
inside! When they ran out of gifts, they soon
fell victim to the native cannibals.
Tonga, one of the oldest kingdoms on earth,
now a constitutional monarchy where
political parties do not exist, consists of
three major island groups: Tongatapu in the
south, Ha'apai, Vava'u in the centre and
north and further north is the small Niua's
group. These are fantastic cruising grounds.
Tonga extends between approximately 15°
and 23° S and 173° to 177° W. Its total area
covers about 362,500 square kilometres, the

After reaching the hotel, the darkness did
not last long. We wanted to start the
installation of antenna systems the next day,
but as life goes, agreements and
implementation were two different things.
We had not anticipated this and were angry
with the hotel. Sven, the head of the house,
would not agree to the planned positions for
our antennas. Antennas yes, no problem, but
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land mass in this immense area is only 178
square kilometres and is spread over 170
islands, 36 of which are inhabited
permanently. The official languages are
English and Tongan. The time difference is
12 hours to GMT. The climate is tropical,
with rainy seasons and frequent hurricanes.
There are different religions: Catholic,
Mormon and Methodist - but the Baha'i
religion is also practised.

In addition to the radio operation, there were
other highlights: a pig in an earth oven, the
Umo, and an evening with a barbecue which
filled us with anticipation. These were two
really nice evenings with typical local food
and culture. We got to know Kava, which is
a local traditional drink made from the
pepper tree roots. This is something more
suited to the locals - we were happy with a
beer Mata Maka. The social gatherings, with
the dances and music from Tonga, will
remain in the memories of the team for a
long time.

We visited a coral gate that was set up by
ocean breakers (The Pigeon's Doorway). On
Ha'amonga-a-Maui (Trilithon) we visited
the Tongan ‘Stonehenge’. Here, two huge
coral blocks are standing and spanning the
height of 5m is a 6m-long horizontal stone.
No one knows for sure how this 35-ton
building was created about 800 years ago
and what purpose it served. The stones are
from the neighbouring island of Wallis and
Futuna, located about 850 miles from
Tonga!

Despite the poor propagation conditions, we
filled the log and the days just flew by. The
amount of stations in Europe increased
much to our pleasure - the ‘EU only’
worked. We decided to build more antennas.
A delta loop for 40m with vertical feed and
a 2-element quad for 12m, which helped to
optimise the operation. This made it
possible to use very short band openings
without leaving another band. The last few
days passed by very quickly and the last
QSO was made with OH2BCK and we
quickly set about packing the equipment.
We reached the airport at a comfortable 30
to 35 km/h, which is the speed limit in
Tonga. With more than 41,000 QSOs and a
total Europe content of over 35%, we could
be satisfied.

By evening we were back at the station in
time for the opening of the bands. If nothing
happens, there is always PSK 31 and so this
mode was one of the most important.
Europe moved ever further into our focus.
When stations were heard on 40m at night at
times it was often nullified by an S9 plus
radar station. This radar station disturbed
the whole band and brought the operation to
a halt.

EU
AS
AF
NA
SA
OC

1.8

3.5

7

10

14

18

21

24

28

Total

25,0%
50,0%
0,0%
0,0%
0,0%
25,0%

44,8%
39,1%
0,1%
12,5%
0,1%
3,4%

43,3%
36,8%
0,2%
17,3%
0,6%
1,8%

52,2%
31,3%
0,5%
13,9%
0,4%
1,7%

49,5%
26,8%
0,7%
19,4%
1,1%
2,5%

45,7%
33,3%
0,3%
18,4%
0,9%
1,5%

23,8%
28,6%
0,5%
43,6%
1,6%
1,8%

18,1%
31,8%
0,3%
47,0%
1,0%
1,7%

3,1%
33,4%
0,5%
59,0%
1,8%
2,2%

35,6%
31,7%
0,4%
29,3%
1,0%
2,0%
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3D2C DXpedition to Conway Reef
David Flack, AH6HY
From 26 September – 3 October 2012 a
group of 19 operators from seven different
DXCC entities put Conway Reef on the air
with the callsign 3D2C, making 71,693 total
QSOs in just over a week on the island.
Hrane/YT1AD and Paul/N6PSE were the
chief organisers of this gargantuan effort; I
was lucky enough to be one of the
operators.

aboard vessel docked next to our hotel. For
many of us it was our first
island/tent/generator DXpedition, and we
were all excited at the prospect of setting
out to sea.
Not taking any chances with seasickness,
nearly all of us stuck scopolamine patches
behind our ears as our pre-departure team
meeting got underway in the lobby of the
Novotel. I also took the extra precaution of
doping up on the anti-nausea promethazine
medication, which had the intended effect of
making me drowsy and letting me sleep
during most of the following two days as we
skipped across ocean swells on our journey
to the southwest.

In all of Hrane’s travels – and as the world’s
ham radio population knows, he has
traveled a lot – he insists that Conway Reef
is “the most beautiful island in the world.”
It had been almost 11 years since his last
visit, and he was clearly excited about going
again. With a recommendation like that, I
just had to see this purported magical place
for myself.

After nearly two days on the open ocean,
land was finally sighted. Our ship anchored
in 50 feet of water just outside Conway’s
fringing reef, and we relied on the ship’s
zodiac to ferry material and operators to and
from the island. Even at high tide the zodiac
would just barely miss skimming across the
top of the massive coral heads, and great
care had to be taken to avoid damage to the
natural environment as well as to the boat
itself. Watching the crew successfully plot a
safe zigzagging course to land through a
gauntlet of boulders and coral was truly a
sight to behold and gave me new respect for
the talents of these guys. It took ten trips in
all to get all of the gear and operators to the
island so that camp construction could
begin.

A group of diverse backgrounds was
cobbled together, from very experienced
operators including Craig/K9CT, who still
had his sea legs after having just returned
from Swains Island, to three new
individuals who had never been on a
DXpedition before. Alan/K6SRZ filled the
important team doctor slot.
In late September our group converged from
all over the world at the Novotel Lami Bay
in Suva, Fiji’s vibrant but rain-soaked
capital. The Russian contingent arrived a
few days early to check on the condition of
the gear before the bulk of the team landed.
In hindsight it was a brilliant idea to send an
advance team because it turned out that
when the shipping container was opened,
two of our generators had so much
corrosion that they were no longer operable.
The scramble to find replacements before
we set sail was on.

True to form with my past experiences with
them, Paul and Hrane had assembled a team
of people from nearly every continent. All
too often we see rude comments on packet
clusters and online forums about
DXpedition teams being essentially from
one geographic area, seemingly more
interested in working their friends back
home while ignoring the rest of the world.
That certainly was not the case here. We

Our transportation between Suva and
Conway Reef was the Island Dancer II (aka
Sere Ni Wai, the ‘Song of the Sea’), a
converted 100-ft-long scuba diving live22
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had team members from North America,
South America, Europe and Oceania.
Nearly every area of the world had an
advocate on site, and we made sure our
operating efforts were split evenly and fairly
to maximize chances for faraway regions
with limited odds. We were especially
proud of our efforts to focus on the difficult
paths to Europe; every operator stayed
conscious of when the best times to listen
for EU would be on each band. Much to
our happy surprise, we ended up logging
more contacts with Europe than any other
continent.

we suffered. We had no choice but to work
around the tide schedule because food and
other supplies could only be brought to us
during the two brief high-tide windows each
day. The ship’s crew created succulent
culinary delights with the freshest seafood
imaginable, and there was always plenty to
go around. No one went hungry. Coolers
were re-stocked with a variety of beverages
each morning to make sure the scourge of
dehydration would be kept at bay.

Ironically, my fondest pile-up memories
concerned none of the above regions. I was
pleased to have an unexpectedly strong but
short opening directly over Antarctica to
southern Africa - certainly a challenging
path if there ever was one -- and made the
rest of the world stand by as I put a string of
ZS stations in the log. I was determined to
work the Africa pile down until I could hear
no more and kept at it until propagation
faded out. When I made one last call for
South Africa, a shockingly loud signal
responded by saying, “How about someone
who is originally from South Africa?”
Anything to get in the log, I smiled. I
recognized the accent immediately, even
though he was thousands of miles from
home, worked him for the sheer humor of it
all, then let the rest of the world get back in
on the fray.

I am always fascinated by how adaptable
people are, how they adjust to their living
conditions no matter how small or unusual.
We spent days on an island that is
essentially the size of a couple football
fields, yet we never ran out of things to do
in our free time. The entire island could be
circled in just a few minutes but always
seemed to offer lots of diversions, and short
walks could end up taking hours. By the end
of our stay, most team members had
amassed vast collections of amazing
seashells. And when anyone needed a real
change, the sea was always right there, just
a few feet away, beckoning. In addition to
the colourful coral, fish, and giant clams in
abundance, the northern half of the reef is
littered with wreckage from the illegal
Chinese fishing boat San Sheng No. 168,
whose massive fibreglass hull sits sideways
in dramatic fashion atop the reef just a
couple hundred feet offshore, practically
begging for exploration.

We had six station positions set up for
simultaneous operation and more than
enough operators on hand to keep them
manned day and night as long as
propagation allowed. The sleeping quarters
could fit up to eight at a time; others who
needed sleep were ferried back to the Island
Dancer II each night to crash aboard the
ship before being transported back to the
island the next morning with breakfast to let
the night shift guys get some well-earned
rest.

For birders, Conway Reef is a little slice of
heaven as it sits in splendid isolation several
hundred miles away from human impact,
hosting colonies of three separate species of
booby birds on its relatively tiny land area.
They showed remarkably little fear of us. In
fact, the name ‘booby’ is thought to be
derived from the Spanish word bobo,
meaning ‘stupid’, a testament to seafaring
history when these tame, clumsy birds were
often the only thing that shipwrecked sailors
could capture and eat.

During our stay on the island we subsisted
on just two meals a day, which is not to say

Even in such a small biosphere, the division
of resources among the islands only natural
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inhabitants was fun to observe. Red-footed
boobies built sturdy nests across the tops of
the scrub brush; brown boobies laid eggs on
the ground underneath where they were well
hidden by the shade, while white-masked
boobies plopped down at the edges of the
vegetation and even made nests out in the
open on the beaches, completely exposed to
the elements. Most of the birds showed no
fear of humans, and indeed most seemed not
to be bothered at all by the presence of our
camp, in some cases literally just a couple
feet away. We were the objects of great
curiosity to the island’s bird population, no
doubt a treat in their otherwise routine days
of diving for fish and sitting on their eggs.

even in the open air – squinting at display
screens now covered with glare – as the
operating tent was literally being dismantled
around them.

The only other life on land were the legions
of hermit crabs and the resident tick
population, which seemed to explode
overnight with glee after our arrival. The
longer we stayed, the more ticks found ways
to penetrate our shelters; by the end of the
trip we were constantly swatting them away
from our legs and feet in the shack. It was
always humorous to work people on the air
who said they were jealous that we were in
such a spectacular place; all the while we
were looking down while we logged the
QSOs, always keeping alert in case
something started crawling up our legs. If
only the people working us could have seen
us!

The boat ride back to Suva was much
rougher than the ride down, with more
pronounced pitching and heaving and some
scarily-loud sounds that on occasion made it
seem like our ship was going to split in half
on the high seas. But our experienced crew
brought us back safely as we knew they
would, and once again we were thankful
that the boat’s home was a dock literally just
steps away from the Novotel’s inviting
lobby. We staggered off the ship and
directly into our rooms for a warm shower
and well-deserved rest in nice, comfortable
(and stationary!) beds.

As soon as we were all safely back on board
Island Dancer II, the ship’s engines roared
to life and we began the two-day trek back
to Fiji proper. As Conway Reef receded on
the horizon behind us, we vowed to
reconvene at this exact same spot in 10
years’ time. It will be interesting to see if
that really happens, and if so, how many of
the original team members will be up for the
task. My bet is that just about all of us
would love to go back.

The 3D2C team wishes to thank the Chiltern
DX Club and all of our corporate, club, and
individual sponsors for helping to make this
DXpedition a success. Without all of you
this DXpedition would not have been
possible, and we are eternally grateful for
the support.

Before we knew it, it was time to pack up
and head home. The weather had gotten
noticeably worse the longer we stayed. Our
first few days of relentless sun and blue
skies were gradually traded for periods of
grey clouds, dark skies, and drizzle as the
week progressed. Knowing that the weather
was worsening and that we would be sailing
against the wind and current on the way
back, the captain ordered us to start
dismantling camp earlier than we had
planned. Still, with close to 72,000 QSOs in
the log at that point, we had already
exceeded our wildest hopes and felt no guilt
as we began the process of tearing down.
The pile-up was worked literally to the end,
as Paul and Hrane kept passing out QSOs
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Station control with the Microham Station Master
Dave Gould, G3UEG
preamplifier can be activated safely.

The Station Master can be likened to a band
decoder, but with much more capability.
Many members may be familiar with the
Microham Microkeyer as a control interface
between a rig and a computer, for voice/CW
memory keying and digimodes. Station
Master comes from the same stable and can
be used alongside a Microkeyer or can work
on its own.

In a similar way to a sequencer output,
Station Master also manages various PTT
sources and, with appropriate timing
parameters, will ensure the PTT output to
the amplifier will avoid any hot-switching.
If the transceiver can provide a ‘TX inhibit’
output, this can be incorporated as an
additional safety measure. Some modern
amplifiers (eg Acom 2000A, SPE Expert,
Quadra and others), if provided with the
transmitting
frequency,
can
adjust
themselves (to preset settings) before
transmitting. Station Master can provide this
frequency information to suitable amplifiers
from a dedicated port.

With so much functionality it is difficult to
know where to begin, so I will start with
what attracted me to the product initially.
Most band decoders provide switching
capability based on each whole band. The
additional facility of the Station Master
enables you to specify band ‘segments’
where you might want to have different
switching in different parts of a band, for
example between the SSB and CW portions
of 80m.

If you are lucky enough to have several
antennas for a particular band, antenna
groups can be set up and the numeric
keypad provided can be used to select
alternative antennas. Receive-only antennas
can be flagged as such to prevent
transmitting into them. On receive, Station
Master can be set to automatically step
through each antenna in the group on a
timed basis;
the sequence can be
interrupted when a strong signal is heard.

For my compromise 160m inverted L, the
2:1 SWR bandwidth is only 50 kHz, so to
cover the whole of 160m I need four
segments. I tune the L-network at the base
of the antenna for 1.810 to 1.860 MHz, and
then use three of the switching outputs to
activate relays to short out coil turns, to give
me matching for each of the three higher
segments. Fortunately the capacitor does not
need to be changed, so once set it covers all
four segments.

The next area of functionality concerns
rotators. Station master can provide CW,
CCW and BRAKE outputs that can be
connected to a rotator that does not have its
own
computer
control
interface.
Additionally, Station Master can set up
‘virtual’ rotators to control any switched
directional antenna, such as a 4-square
array.

There are two banks of 10 relay outputs.
All the relays are a single-make contact and
can be used flexibly for many purposes. As
well as controlling tuning relays as
described above, they could be used to
control a distant antenna switch, or some of
the outputs could control an external
bandpass filter. A further option is to define
an output as a ‘sequencer’ output; this
allows timing parameters to be specified so
that, for example, a receive antenna

It is sometimes desireable to control a single
device from two programs or control two
devices from one port, often using a Ycable. This can work, but can also be risky
depending on circumstances. If one device
is in dialogue, and the other device is just
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listening, this will probably work, but if
both devices are trying to have a dialogue
with one port there is a danger of conflict.
Station Master can get over these potential
problems in a number of ways. First, it has
an extra output port that could, for example,
be used to provide frequency data to a
SteppIR antenna. Second, it can provide two
virtual COM ports for one physical CAT
interface, so two programs can interact with
the rig. For example, in a contest I use
N1MM as the main logging program, but I
also have DX4Win connected to the second
virtual COM port, so if a spot comes up that
is wanted for an award being chased, I can
click on the spot from DX4Win as well as
from the bandmap in N1MM.

a very good section at the end, which
describes in detail the configuration for a
hypothetical extensive antenna farm that
shows the use of most of Station Master’s
many facilities. There is also a very active
and helpful User Forum that is well
supported by Microham itself at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/microHAM
There is also a Station Master DeLuxe
which is even more capable and is aimed at
Multi-User stations with extensive antenna
farms.
I obtained my Station Master several years
ago to control my remote station. Having
lost my remote site and having to downsize
to a smaller station, I still find the Station
Master very useful. So for example when I
click on a spot, I know I am ready to call in
a fraction of a second. Back in November a
spot came up for the British Virgin Islands,
which was a new country for me. I had a
listen, but it was pandemonium on the
frequency, so I went off and did something
else. I came back later and listened on
another band for a while, where there was
nothing of interest, so clicked back to the
BVI station to hear him saying “Last
number 3”. I immediately called and he
came back to me for a new one. Having the
Station Master gives me the confidence
everything (including the amplifier) is set
correctly, ready to call, even on the LF
bands where segments are used. I could not
do this with just a normal band decoder.
Station Master has become an essential part
of my shack.

The control and configuration software
behind the Microham products is called
‘Router’ and it is the same software used
across all the Microham products, with each
product having its own configuration tab.
The core function of defining a series of
virtual serial (COM) ports, to link to the
various pieces of control software, only
needs to be done once. I found it necessary
to wind the USB lead that connects to
Station Master round a ferrite torroid to
eliminate occasional drop-outs. The
Microham website at www.microham.com
has the latest versions of Router and the
device firmware, and the download process
is straightforward. It also has a lot of useful
support information, including cabling
diagrams.
The manual is extensive and covers other
features such as the ability to store different
configurations as ‘presets’ for different
operating situations, so it becomes easy to
switch between, say, a contesting set-up and
the normal everyday DXing set-up. There
are some internal jumpers that have to be set
initially dependent on the CAT protocol for
different rig makes. As stated earlier,
Station Master can be used independently or
combined with a Microkeyer in which case
the supplied ‘i-link’ cable allows the two
boxes to talk to each other. The manual has
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Are you in line for a certificate?
Mike Potter, G4PFF
I have been passed a quantity of overseas unclaimed contest and DX certificates that were sent
to the RSGB QSL Bureau for distribution. Unfortunately the Bureau are unable to pass these on
to the rightful owners. Please check if your call is listed and drop me an e-mail to
potsnots@gmail.com. I will then let you know what I have for you and how to best collect. If for
any reason you do not collect certificates, then also let me know so I can dispose of them. Nonmembers of CDXC are also listed, so if you know and contact any of these people let them
know they are in line for their certificates by contacting me as above.
G1T
2E0PLA
5X1NH
A65BD
G0BNR
G0CKV
G0CXJ
G0IUM
G0KBL
G0KDS
G0MLY
G0MTN
G0ORH
G0TRB
G0UKX
G1TGM
G3CCO
G3CCO
G3GLL
G3JFS
G3JJZ
G3JJZ
G3JUX
G3LHJ
G3LIK
G3LKZ
G3LME
G3LPU
G3MZV
G3OHL/P
G3OKA
G3ORY
G3PSM

G3RIK
G3RLE
G3RSD
G3SWH/FH
G3TXF
G3UFY
G3UKH
G3USE
G3VA
G3VAO
G3VQO
G3WWM
G3XLB
G3XOV
G3XPO
G3ZRJ
G4BJM
G4DEC
G4FCH
G4FKH
G4HOM
G4IIY
G4IUP
G4LMW
G4MKP
G4PTJ
G4RFR
G4SGI
G4VFG
G4WGE
G4WSX
G5LP
G6CSY

27

G6URR
G8MIA
G8ZRE
GB0ANT
GB50OT
GD4EIP
GI0RQK
GI4AAM
GI4NKB
GI4VIV
GM0DBW
GM0WED
GM3CFS
GM3CFS
GM3JKS
GM3YOR
GM4JR
GW0WGK
GW3IR
M0BPL
M0NDZ
M0WTF
M3GFQ
M3UNN
M3W
M5B
M5E
MM0DXH
MM0YEC
MU0FAL
ZD8Z

IOTA News
Vacancies in IOTA
1. IOTA Checkpoint: A vacancy is scheduled to be coming up next March for an IOTA
Checkpoint to cover Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands, the Isle of
Man and all British SWLs. Applications to fill this post are invited from residents within
the UK or the wider checkpoint area. The preferred appointee will be an existing recordholder with working knowledge of the IOTA Programme, its island groups and sturdy
rule structure.
2. IOTA Management Group: There continue to be vacancies within the IOTA
Management Group for volunteers to help manage the programme, both on the
operational and IT sides. IOTA is shortly entering an exciting new development phase
with the roll-out of software allowing the online submission of ADIF logs straight to the
main database. The IOTA Marathon which is now entering its second year continues to
raise interest in the programme worldwide and is proving a great advertisement for
IOTA’s 50th Anniversary Year in 2014.
Applications to fill these volunteer posts should be made to Roger, G3KMA at
g3kma@dsl.pipex.com or in the case of IT interest to John, G3WKL, at
g3wkl@btinternet.com.
2013 Honour Roll and Annual Listings
A reminder to send in an update for the Honour Roll and other annual listings on or before
31 January. Listing in the 2013 tables will be restricted to those participants who have
updated their scores since February 2008. IOTA rules limit inclusion in the listings to those
participants who have updated their scores at least once in the preceding five years and have
opted to have their scores published. The checkpoint addresses are at
www.rsgbiota.org/info/directory/contacts-en.pdf. As the automated telephone operator says,
your call is important to us. We want to keep you listed.
Update of data in IOTA DIRECTORY (2011 edition)
IOTA reference numbers issued
AS-190

HZ

Red Sea Coast North (Tabuk Province) group (Saudi Arabia)

OC-271

YB8

Babar Islands (Indonesia)

Operations which have provided acceptable validation material
AS-190

7Z7AB

Al Dhahrah Island (October 2012)

NA-177

VE2/VE3EXY/P

OC-025
OC-069
OC-099

P29VCX
P29VPB
P29NI

Bonaventure Island (September 2012)

Manus Island, Admiralty Islands (November 2012)
Lihir Island, Lihir Group (October/November 2012)
Tatau Island, Tabar Islands (October 2012)
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OC-103
OC-124
OC-135
OC-171
OC-249
OC-271

P29VCX
E51AND
P29VCX
VK4EI/P
YB8XM/P
YB8XM/P

Emirau Island, St Matthias Group (October 2012)
Palmerston Island (August/September 2012)
Buka Island, North Solomon Islands (November 2012)
Orpheus Island, Palm Islands (November 2012)
Wamar Island, Aru Islands (May 2012)
Babar Island, Babar Islands (November 2012)

SA-087

LT0X

Pinguino Island (November 2012)

This list can include operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by
Checkpoints if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name should be printed
on the card.
Operations from which validation material is awaited
AF-094
AF-097

7T50I/P
7T50I/P

Rachgoun Island (September 2012)
Agueli Island (September 2012)
Roger Balister, G3KMA, RSGB IOTA Manager
20 December 2012

_____________________________________________________________________

The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI

A New Year

comedians using it on TV makes it even
worse. Perhaps Victor Meldrew should
return. I have simply become him I think.

So what New Year’s resolutions did you
make, and how long did they last? I made a
few, but the main one was that relating to
DX. In fact I started in December after
listening to the disgusting behaviour on the
ZL9HR DXpedition. Mode does not seem to
matter these days, and hearing four-letter
expletives starting with F on the frequency
does nothing at all for our hobby. Well,
actually it does; it makes me wonder why I
am in the hobby. It was not like this when I
ventured onto the scene. I think we should
ALL question our behaviour under those
circumstances. It is so easy to become
embroiled in a slanging match, which ends
up with being told to go away, but using two
different words! The F-word is so common
these days, in more ways than one in my
opinion, and seeing questionable so-called

ZL9HR was a strange operation in some
ways. He would be running a pile-up and
then disappear for ten minutes or so with no
warning. I managed to work him on 14.080
MHz RTTY on the last day, so I was
pleased with that. He was a good signal
there too, but he was even stronger on 7
MHz RTTY a couple of days prior to that. I
had a gig that day, so could not sit there and
try to work him - although I did call a few
times. Anyway, I hope you managed to get
him on RTTY. I don’t think enough time
was apportioned to RTTY compared to
CW/SSB.
I missed out on the VK9, however, due to
gigs and other things again. We have a lot of
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charity work at this time of year, so I was
not here for a lot of the time. I did manage
PTØS, though, and I was also chuffed with
that one.

After the first six hours of the WAEDC
RTTY contest the digital Skimmer system
distributed more than 6,500 spots. To be
detected by the system make sure you have
set a " " space at the end of your CQ and/or
your callsign.

Proper RTTY
This will bring back memories to some of
you mechanical RTTY people. Like me, I
guess you remember with affection the
rhythmical sound of the old machine, locked
onto a RTTY signal on 20 metres, usually
Jean/FG7XT or Jim/VE7KX and printing
out perfect (well most of the time!) copy. If
that rows your boat, then take a look at this
site. www.rtty.com/

Eg: "CQ TEST AB1C DE AB1C DE CQ "
or "XY1X TU AB1C DE CQ "

It has memories galore here, including the
sound of a model 28ASR happily printing. I
wonder who remembers the ST-5 and ST-6
terminal units, or the stunt box, or indeed
any of the old mechanical teleprinters?
Well, you can spend a happy hour or three
here and bring back those halcyon days! If
you are still running the old machinery,
there are lots of spares available too. It’s
well worth bookmarking.

Those of you that like analysing your log
after a contest will be interested in this piece
of software. Written by Bob, KØRC, it
caters for a number of contests, albeit not
many UK ones!

The digital DX Cluster system can be
reached by telnet at:
dl4rck.ham-radio-op.net Port:8000
Log Checking

Updated versions of the series of three
*CQWW DX Contest Log Analyzers* have
been
posted
to
Bob’s
website:
*http://tinyurl.com/7xjxypc*

Digital Skimmer
A few bugs have been eradicated and some
consolidation of reports will help you when
comparing two logs. The regular version
accepts Cabrillo Logs up to 3,000 QSOs, the
‘HC’ High Capacity version will accept
10,000, and the ‘SHC’ Super High Capacity
version will accept 20,000 QSOs per log.
All three are functionally equivalent, but
will calculate faster when using the smallest
version for your logs. This series will import
any mixture of CW and SSB logs. A
separate log analyzer is available for
CQWW RTTY logs, in a regular and ‘HC’
High
Capacity
version
as
well.

Thanks to Walter Dallmeier, DL4RCK, the
first release V1.0 of RCKskimmer is
available now, after a long time of Beta
Testing.
Many thanks to the Beta Tester team for the
great support. These are mainly: DC3RJ,
DL9GTB, DJ3IW, DL9NDV, K8QM,
7L4IOU, KØIDT and N4ZR.
To reduce your set-up work, download the
predefined frequency set-up files and copy
them into the main directory of
RCKskimmer, after you have installed it.

The updated ARRL 160m Log Analyzer has
also been released. You will find it using the
same web link from above.

Please, share your skimmed spots with the
world and enable the ‘RCK-DCS Cluster
System’.

The Ten Metre RTTY contest has been
posted on the same website as listed above.
From the UK, however, it was a bit of a

Download at www.dl4rck.de
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damp squib, with 10 metre propagation
letting us down again. We can but dream!
I’m just glad I was around in the late 50s
and the 60s to experience what 10m can be
like.

www.bartg.org.uk/documents/contests/sprin
t/rules/bartg-sprint-contest-rules-2012.pdf

Imminent DX

Basics:

5W, Samoa Activities (Update/Call sign
Confusion)

BANDS: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 metres amateur
bands. All-band entry only

Ralph, H44RK, who was originally
expected to be active as 5WØRK or
5WØKR from Apia until 3 March (2013),
has informed OPDX of the following: I
have my latest and permanent callsign,
5WØW. He will be active on 20 to 10
metres on digital modes.

EXCHANGE: Serial number only
QSO POINTS: Each completed QSO
scores one point. Stations may be contacted
again on other bands.

Please note that 2012 dates have not been
changed!

MULTIPLIERS: All DXCC countries and
JA, W, VE and VK areas count as
multipliers. Multipliers and continents count
only once in the contest regardless of band.
US stations must use correct call or suffix
for area of operation. Eg AB1CDE/6 if
operating from California

J3, Grenada. Roy, KE4TG, will once again
be active as J38RF from Grenada (NA-024,
WLOTA 0718) between 6 February and 8
March (2013). His primary interest are the
digital modes (JT-65HF, PSK-31 and
RTTY) using a K-3 with a G5RV and
phased vertical antennas. QSL to home call.

SCORING: QSO points x Multipliers x
Continents (max 6).

BARTG Sprint 26-27 January 2013

LOG SUBMISSION: Logs must be
submitted in Cabrillo format by e-mail to:
logs@bartg.org.uk

Last, but by no means least, I hope to work
some of you in the annual BARTG Sprint
in late January.

73 de Roger, G3LDI

The full rules can be downloaded from here:
____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership
Subscription

Digest

Website

Full details are available from the Secretary.
£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.
http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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E-mails to the Editor
From G3SED

systems others could only dream about. He
put me to shame with his determination and
skill.
Mike Devereux
________________________________

As the person who supplied the front cover
picture that CDXC used over the past 14
years, I just thought I would like to let you
know that ‘that bloke hanging over the
Versatower’ was my dear friend Richard,
G4CVI.

From GØEDT
[to G3NUG]

Richard sadly passed away in January 1997.
I took the photograph as we were in the
final stages of installing his full-size 4element 40m Create yagi on to the 80ft
Versatower at his home in the New Forest.
The antenna was so heavy, we used his
Land Rover to pull it up the tower, via a
series of pulleys. The picture shows Richard
securing the boom to stud mast bracket
bolts, just after the antenna was in position.
Above it you can see a modified Hy-Gain
beam with two monobanders spaced on the
same boom for 20/15m. At the top of the
tower was an 8-element Create 6m beam.
Quite a stack for a UK Amateur?

We met briefly at the RSGB EGM in
Stratford-upon-Avon last Saturday, but
apart from saying "Hello" did not really
have the chance to have a chat.
First of all, can I say how much I liked the
new front cover of the current Digest. It is
quite amazing how such a small change can
brighten
up
an
otherwise
dated
appearance. Well done!
Now for the main thrust of this message:
I like, and accept, the main ethos of
membership of CDXC. I have never had a
problem with striving to reach the top in
whatever one does, be it business or a
hobby. ‘Elitism’ is not a dirty word in my
book. I like the fact that at least by
implication one is expected to have
achieved some reasonable operating
standard before joining CDXC. It is not for
the new novice. I think that the implied - if
not actually required - standard of at least
having achieved the basic CDXC is a pretty
good reference point in that it demonstrates
that one has tried to master all the skills of
operating on various bands and modes - and
in effect that one has shown a desire to be
an ‘Operator’ rather than the ham who has
connected a couple of transistors together
and made them do something interesting
and who could be quite respectfully
be called a "Technician". Ham radio needs
them both.

Richard was a very competitive person and
always wanted to be the best at what he did.
Antennas were no exception and this
monster, at 80ft, worked a treat. I remember
going in to the shack just after we got it
erected, as the sun was going down. Richard
was not bothered about operating, his
achievement was getting it up on the tower!
So I put out a first CQ on the monster 40m
antenna, which brought a reply from a ZS6 who proclaimed "Boy, you are loud for a G
at this time of day!" I glanced out of the
window and realised we had got the
rotator orientation wrong and the antenna
was beaming west! I swung the beam
towards him and have never heard someone
so dumbstruck at our signal strength, when
were now beaming towards him!
Great memories from days gone by with
Richard, G4CVI, a true radio amateur in
every sense, building and experimenting
with antennas, amplifiers and moonbounce

For my part, I aim to be a good ‘Operator’
rather than a ‘Technician’ and constantly
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strive to improve my skills in that direction.
I am never going to be able to visit a South
Pacific tropical island and to operate with an
antenna stretched between two coconut
trees, but I am grateful for those who can
and/or do (ie in reality operating from a
hotel that has been taken over to
accommodate a large party of world-class
operators running multiband high-power
stations).

14.202 and so on? If so, what should I do
when I get to 14.205 MHz, go down 1 kHz
and work down or drop right back to 14.200
MHz and creep up again? The worry in
doing this is that you and I might be
tracking up and down in parallel without our
ever meeting on the same frequency.
Ian Hopwood, GØEDT
[Neville, G3NUG, adds:

I live in a typical suburban semi-detached
house with a very modest 40ft tower and a
mini-beam and a couple of wire dipoles for
the LF bands. I do not run a linear amplifier
as to do so would be likely to cause extreme
consternation with the (very) close
neighbours. So call me Mr Average or, as I
have seen us referred to in the Digest, the
‘Little Pistols’ rather than ‘Big Guns’ (I
don't know who coined the term ‘little
pistols’, but it is just so apt!).

I called Ian earlier on the LL and had a long chat
about working split amongst things. I think I
may have helped a little.]

________________________________
From G3SWH [to Chris, G3SVL],
Thanks for your e-mail. I have deliberately
waited 24 hours before responding to see if
immediate reaction had moderated. It
hasn’t.

So to improve my performance in DXing
requires me to hone my skills to do the very
best that I can - and that takes a lot of
practice. Merely reading about how to do it
is only the start, as you well know.

Firstly I must say how extremely
disappointed are both Jim, G3RTE, and I at
the CDXC Committee’s decision [Re
H44KW. Ed], particularly in the light that
we have already received modest support
from both the RSGB and the GM-DX
Group, as well as several other non-UK
based DX clubs, organizations and
individuals, as is clearly shown on the
DXpedition website at

I failed to work T32C, which shows that I
still have a lot to learn and/or have to get a
lot more practice/experience. Wherever you
go next time, I WILL work you somehow!
This finally brings me to a request and one
that might be useful for other ‘Little
Pistols’. What is the proper/best way of
working ‘split’? OK, so you have just
announced that "This is T32C listening 5 to
10 up." You are transmitting on 14.195
Mhz. Should I listen and carefully tune over
14.200 to 14.205 MHz and look for a clear
(or at least a relatively clear) frequency and
then call on that frequency and stay on that
frequency (say for example 14.202 MHz)
until you eventually hear me? (remembering
that I may not hear anything like the huge
number of stations that you are hearing…).
Or should I start transmitting on, say,
14.200 MHz and after a couple of shouts go
up to 14.201 and try again and then up to

www.g3swh.org.uk/h44kw.html.
Secondly, it seems extremely strange to me
that CDXC, of which both Jim and have
been members for 20 plus years, will no
longer give support to its members’ DXpeditions. You will be aware that Jim and I
have made a number of previous DXpeditions over the years and enjoyed the
benefit of modest sponsorship from CDXC
on most. Without exception, these were also
two-man, CW-only operations, often to less
rare destinations and must have satisfied the
necessary criteria at the time. What has
changed? You say that CDXC is now

33

‘looking to revise our sponsorship
guidelines’, but it appears to me that the
Committee has already done so and applied
those revised guidelines to our most recent
application. On the face of it, this does not
seem to be constitutional or have the
mandate of the majority of the
membership. It also appears to me that
CDXC are prepared to support DXpeditions by foreign groups that include no
CDXC members in preference to those of its
own members.

Our Constitution vests the authority in the
Committee for such decisions.
Addressing the point that we do not support
our members’ DXpeditions; if I take the
three and a half years that I have been
Chairman, we have received 82 requests for
sponsorship. Of that number, 12 requests
were from member-lead DXpeditions, (plus
T32C where all 37 were CDXC members).
Out of those 12 requests, we funded 7 and
rejected 5. Out of those 12, four were from
Phil, G3SWH - we funded two of those and
rejected two.

In my view, this is quite unacceptable and I
will not be renewing my CDXC
membership, but transferring my support to
another DX group whose aims appear to be
more in line with my own. I will also be
unsubscribing from the CDXC reflector
forthwith.
73 for now Phil, G3SWH

Of course many of our members lead and go
on small DXpeditions, but never ask for
sponsorship.
The DLs’ operation and Phil and Jim's are
very different. H44KW is a 10-day, twoman, two station, no linears, no beams,
single-mode (CW) DXpedition, whereas the
DLs’ is 13-day, nine-operator, four-station,
linears, beams, multimode affair. Let me be
quite clear: if the H44KW request had come
from non-members it would not have been
considered at all - it simply does not meet
our guidelines. It was precisely the fact that
it came from two well respected members
that it was considered, and reconsidered, at
all.
It would be unreasonable for members
automatically to receive sponsorship. Sure
we can bend the rules, but this was just too
far off and with a big team following weeks
afterwards we took the decision we did. As
you will have seen from Phil's original
posting, I was clear about our reasons and
also put their rejection concerns to the
Committee as an 'appeal'.

[4 December 2012]
Response from Chairman Chris, G3SVL

To give a little context to Phil’s letter, the
Committee received a request for
sponsorship for H44KW at the end of
September. We declined sponsorship and
explained our reasons. Jim, G3RTE, then emailed me and I called him on the landline
to discuss the situation. As a result of that
phone call the Committee revisited the
H44KW request at its December meeting;
but the outcome was the same. I informed
Phil of this and he sent me the e-mail
(above) and also posted it to our Reflector. I
posted a response, the gist of which is
reproduced below:

I deeply regret that Phil has seen this as a
resignation issue. We have funded many of
his DXpeditions over the years and I would
like to see him, and Jim, remain members.
We have not said we will no longer fund
members going on DXpeditions, we just
decided not to fund this one.

Phil suggests the Committee needs to be
more open about the funding guidelines, yet
the CDXC rules are, and have always been,
on the public side of our website at
www.cdxc.org.uk/expeditions
The suggestion that the Committee’s
decision was unconstitutional is incorrect:

I hope this clarifies the situation.
G3SVL
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CDXC HF Challenge 2012
CDXC and MD0CCE are pleased to announce the winners of the 2012 HF Challenge:

Hinson Trophy, Salver
Chairman's Cup, Salver
Third Place Salver

EI7BA
G5LP
5B4AHJ

15m Salver
12m Salver
10m Salver
6m Salver

G5LP
G5LP
5B4AHJ
5B4AHJ*

Certificates of Merit
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

5B4AIF
M1AQV
ZL2IFB
M0TTB
G8DX
G3TBK
G3SVD

* Note: PY1ZV scored higher, but is not a CDXC member
Activity and interest in the Challenge was strong this year, with more than fifty stations
participating by posting their scores on the Club Log HF Challenge page. Propagation
cooperated, with the number of DXCCs worked on most bands being about the same as last
year.
The rules changed between 2011 and 2012, with the scores being determined by unique DXCCs
worked in 2012 vs the number of band-slots worked in 2011. While the total DXCCs worked on
individual bands (except 12m) was similar year-on-year, the number of DXCCs worked on
multiple bands dropped in 2012 as there was no scoring advantage to working the same DXCC
again on a new band. This same reason may account for the reduced number of DXCCs worked
on 12m this year – once an entity was worked on 15m or 10m, there was no scoring advantage
to working it again on 12m. A quick comparison of year-on-year results is:

DXCCs
Band-slots
15m
12m
10m
6m

2012
200
365
165
101
141
10*

2011
Not recorded
461
159
145
146
14

* A score of 15 was submitted by a non-member
Trophies and salvers will be awarded at the CDXC AGM and Summer Social next July.
Certificates will be available for download shortly.

CDXC LF Challenge 2013
It’s time to get your antennas ready and test your stations in preparation for the 2013 CDXC LF
Challenge. As in previous LF Challenges, the objective is to work as many DXCCs as you can
in the month of March. This year all logs must be uploaded to Club Log; no paper or e-mailed
logs will be accepted. In keeping with recent rules changes in large contests, uploads need to be
completed and the competition will be closed five days after the end of the Challenge period.
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When

0001 GMT 1st March 2012 to 2359 GMT 31st March 2013

Where

160m, 80m and 40m only

Modes

Any within your licence

Power

Any within your licence

Eligibility

The LF Challenge is open to any licensed amateur worldwide, but only
fully paid-up members of the Chiltern DX Club (CDXC) are eligible to
receive awards.

Scoring

Each DXCC entity worked is counted once only, regardless of how many
bands or how many modes that entity is worked on. The object is to work
as many DXCC entities as possible.

Log entry

Via upload to Club Log and electing to enter the 2013 LF Challenge on the
Club Log website. Regular uploading of your log during the month is
encouraged – at least once per week is preferred - as this helps to drive the
Challenge and provides a spectator sport for all to see. E-mailed or paper
logs will NOT be accepted.

Log
Verification

No QSLs are required, but in the event of a dispute the CDXC Committee
may request a photocopy or print-out of applicants’ logs.

Closing date

In keeping with current large contest practice, all logs must be uploaded by
2359 on 5th April 2013

Trophies The Penallt Trophy, given in memory of Allan Phillips, GW0BIC, will be awarded
to the CDXC member with the highest number of DXCCs worked. The Tindle Cup will be
awarded to the runner-up. Trophies will be awarded at the CDXC AGM/Summer Social in
July 2013 and will be held for 1 year.
Salvers The top three placed entrants and the entrants with the highest score on each of the 3
bands will receive an engraved salver to keep. Salvers will be posted approximately two
months after the closing date.
Certificates Certificates of merit will be awarded to the entrants placed overall 4th to 10th.

Certificates will be e-mailed in .pdf format approximately two months after the closing date.
A hard copy certificate will be available on request.
_____________________________________________________________________

3Y0IOF Press Release, 3 December 2012
After a lot of negotiation we are pleased to
announce a multinational team of twelve is
to undertake a DXpedition to Bouvet Island
from 25 March 2013 to 5 April 2013 using
the callsign 3Y0IOF.

pleased to announce some exciting new
innovations.
We appreciate many of you feel you should
not have to make any effort to work us.
Accordingly we are offering you the chance
to call us on the telephone when you are
ready for a QSO. That's right: we will give
you a phone number and when you are
ready you can ring us and we will
immediately cease to work the pile-up and

We will be operating 24/7 with five stations
covering all bands 160m-10m.
We understand that DXpeditions are all
about you the DX operator, therefore we are
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call you on a frequency of your choice. Not
only that, we will also ensure an e-mail is
sent to you directly after the QSO to
confirm you are in the log. Furthermore, we
are organising a team of experts who, if you
wish, will fly in and set up your rig on the
required frequency, connect the antenna for
you and make sure the heating or ventilation
is on so it is nice and warm or cool in your
shack as the case requires. Don't worry
about propagation. We will make sure there
is some between us, as we understand that is
our responsibility and it's our fault if there
isn't.

pile- up. Each period will start with us
sending our callsign and "QDL" ("Quick
Dummy Loaders") so they will know when
to commence tuning up on us. We will
allow at least five minutes for this as we
know how important it is for the tuneruppers to make sure their finals are good
and ready. We acknowledge that if they go
bang, then it's our fault.

If that is not for you then don't worry: we
are just as happy to work you in a pile up.
We realise that we will need to operate in
accordance with your operating habits, so
we will understand if you call over the top
of another station we are trying to work, or
when we are specifically calling a part of
the world you do not reside in, or if you are
simply calling aimlessly or while we are
transmitting, or even if you call when you
cannot hear us. We will do our best to work
you despite all this and yes: we know it's
our fault if you do not make it into the log.

Unfortunately we will not have cluster
access while we are on Bouvet, but we
know this will not stop you posting
announcements and comments on the
cluster about our DXpedition. Some
suggestions for you to try include saying
what band you want us to QSY to or mode
to operate on, the quality of our ops and the
usual "loud", "can't hear them here", "thanks
for 7th band" or "yee hah" comments.
Likewise as we noted above, we understand
it's our fault if you cannot work us and
therefore we accept in that case you will
post on the cluster calling us the worst
DXpedition ever.

Depending on demand we will every now
and then send "QDL" while working a pileup so that any tuner-uppers late to the party
can tune up on us as well.

We wish to acknowledge the value
Frequency Cops bring to a DXpedition, so
to recognise this we are going to specifically
publicise some times when we will arrange
for some operators to deliberately call us on
our frequency instead of split. Frequency
Cops can even register their availability
with us to help us ensure these periods get
maximum uptake by the Frequency Cop
community. During these periods the
Frequency Cops will be able to say or send
“up up!" to their hearts content. (Note: we
will make sure we tell the pile-up to listen
up and not down, seeing as the recent PT0S
DXpedition has taught us that Frequency
Cops don't know how to send "down" in
CW). We also don't want the "tuner uppers"
to feel left out - and like them we feel
dummy loads are completely overrated. So
when we are ready to transmit on a band, we
will give them the opportunity to tune up on
our frequency before we start working the

We can't wait to be of service to you.
The 3Y0IOF Team
[Source unknown. Ed.]
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Not the GB2RS News
x
x
x

Coming in for increased criticism of late:
pre-printed comments on some QSL cards
such as ‘Thank you very much for nice
QSO’. After all, how on earth did the sender
know when they had their QSL cards
printed that every QSO of theirs was going
to be a ‘nice’ one?
________________________________

How many of us are there dotted
around the world?
Hotels which change their name for
a pastime
Pre-printed comments on QSL cards

How many amateur radio operators are there
worldwide? Somewhat predictably the
numbers differ, depending on the source.
Nor is it a great surprise that Japan, with
nigh on 1,300,000 radio amateurs, tops the
list - not only in Asia, but also worldwide.
Japan is then followed by Thailand, with a
rather surprising 175,000 or so. At which
point it’s three quesses as to which country
has the most in the Americas (“Yes,
sirree!”), with over 700,000 at the latest
count. There again, Africa hardly features at
all – unless you include South Africa with a
mere 6,000 or so licensed knob twiddlers.

Also under the spotlight recently: stations in
not exactly very rare European countries
who call CQ, then finish this CQ and
immediately say “QRZ?”. That surely
means “Who is calling me?”, but then nine
times out of ten nobody‘s calling them. Oui,
exactement: nobody at all. In a slightly
different context, some UK special event
station operators who, when confronted with
a mini-pile-up of sorts, say to the next
station on their little list: “Make your call!”
It all sounds rather naff.
________________________________

As for Europe: well, here one would expect
Italy to top the list with at least 1,000,000 –
partly due to many folk there, it’s said,
having chanced upon their amateur radio
licence at the bottom of a Corn Flakes
packet. But no: you find Italy way down in
third place with a mere 30,000 (“Surely
there must-a be some-a mistake-a!”) and it’s
Germany which tops ze list, with over
75,000, jawoll – followed by España
(“Olé!”) and then Russia. So now we know.
________________________________

Some late news just in. The new President
of Egypt is a radio amateur and keen CW
operator. Mohamed Morsi, yes. But then
with a surname like that he could hardly be
anything else. And presumably he’s M0RSI
when he’s in the UK.
________________________________
Solution to Prize Crossword 55
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Complaints continue to be received from
globetrotting DX operators about hotels
which change their name and company
allegiance overnight, dammit. This, of
course, can lead to considerable confusion,
especially near major airports such as
London Heathrow, when the name of the
hotel you eventually end up in bears no
relationship to that of the hotel you’d
originally booked under. So you book in to
the Park Inn Plaza, say, only to find that it’s
now called the Emirates Bath Road Hilton.
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Digest Prize Crossword 56
1

2

3

by RFX
4

5

6

9

7
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The winner of Prize Crossword 55,
November 2012: John Hughes,
G4KGT, Great Missenden.

27

28

29

ACROSS

DOWN

1
4
9
10
11
12
14
16
19
20
22

1 Sort of treatment which is laid down for the
elite (3,6)
2 Shoot Cockney stocking seller (5)
3 Special user rate for valuable items (8)
4 Smooth title of Reagan's autobiography? (4)
5 Riveted, like all the books in the Hogwarts
library? (10)
6 Religious leaders playing part in Arab
Botswana (6)
7 Nun, unruffled - but in flames, we hear? (9)
8 Pick up five points (5)
13 Stanley's predecessor... together on the ball in
the North-west (10)
15 Tailored to fit true tailor! (9)
17 Conflagration started by disillusioned artist?
(5,4)
18 The Rev. Spooner's brothers' prison addressed
by solicitors (4,4)
21 Shrink back from bird having eaten tail of
camel (6)
22 Set of abbreviations telling us how to behave
standing in line, say? (1,4)
24 After short journey a learner's given test (5)
25 Oxford's current goddess (4)

23
26
27
28
29

Little animals take time to settle (5)
Examples of popular points of view (9)
Stress on the way back from work (5,4)
Stop cricket side being noble (5)
This sort of clue makes head of army angry (6)
Everyone present is not stupid (3,5)
Instrument for farm vehicle (10)
Starts to look into missing board member (4)
Drinks for the little ones? (4)
Vanuatu ore recycled in style (3,7)
Traitor appearing on Mastermind, by the
sound of it? (8)
Drawing of front of sailing boat (6)
Moderate ignoring leader frequently (5)
Conductor taking opera to part of the UK
twice (9)
Phrase one developed for the listeners (9)
Sick to be among the French in northern city
(5)
Deadline for entries: 20 February
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For Sale
Pre-circulated International Reply
Coupons (IRCs).
Slash your QSL return postal costs
vs. ‘Green Stamps’. Available in any
quantity at £1 each plus £1 postage
etc. per order, with 25 or more postfree. No minimum quantity. Expiry
31.12.2013 and all appropriately
stamped on issue. E-mail Gordon,
G3USR, for further details at
g3usr@btinternet.com.
Gordon, G3USR
______________________________

CDXC QSL card
The CDXC QSL card is available to
all members by direct order from
Hertfordshire Display PLC, 51 High
Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9BA. Tel:
(01920) 461191, Fax: (01920)
463212 or www.hdprint.co.uk.
HD Print have asked if we can update
our order form to add a daytime
telephone number as this is needed
for verification of credit card details.
We have updated the form on our
website, but if you use an old form,
please add your daytime contact
number to avoid unnecessary
processing delays.
73 Dick, G4DJC
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The Daily DX

A text DX bulletin that
can be sent via e-mail to
your home or office
Monday through Friday
and includes DX news,
IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL information,
a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and
much, much more. With a subscription to
The Daily DX you will also receive DX
news flashes and other interesting DX
tidbits. Subscriptions are $49.00 for one
year or $28.00 for 6 months.

The Weekly DX

A product of The Daily
DX that can be sent
weekly to your home or
office via e-mail in the
form of a PDF (portable
document format). It includes DX news,
IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL information,
a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and
graphics. Subscriptions are $27.00 for one
year.

Get a free two weeks of both at
www.dailydx.com/trial.htm

:HDUHWKH8.·V
([FOXVLYH5HVHOOHU
K3 Series Transceiver
• 160 - 6m (2m*) 100W (10W*)
• SSB CW AM FM
• RTTY PSK31
• Compact and Lightweight
* Options
:KHQ\RXEX\D.WKHMRXUQH\KDVRQO\MXVWEHJXQ<RXJHWDWRSSHUIRUPDQFHWUDQVFHLYHUWKDWLVEHFRPLQJWKH
IDYRXULWHIRU';SHGLWLRQVDQGFRQWHVWV,WKDVDSHUIRUPDQFHWKDWZRXOGFRVWPXFKPRUHZLWKVRPHRWKHUEUDQGV
DQG\RXDUHLQJRRGFRPSDQ\7KHGDWDPRGHVFDQEHUXQHQWLUHO\ZLWKRXWD3&<RXFDQDGGDFRPSOHWHO\
VHSDUDWHUHFHLYHUDQGJHWWKH33DQDGDSWRU$GGDQLQWHUQDO96:5$78DQGVLWLWEHVLGHWKH:3$
3OXVPRUHWRFRPH

K3/100-F Built K3/100-K Kit 

KPA500 Linear 500W 160-6m
$ZDWWVROLGVWDWHDPSWKDW¶VVRZHOOLQWHJUDWHG\RX¶OOWKLQNLWV
UHDGLQJ\RXUPLQG7KH.3$IHDWXUHVPFRYHUDJHLQVWDQW5)
EDVHGEDQGVZLWFKLQJZLWKDQ\UDGLRDOSKDQXPHULFVWDWXVGLVSOD\EULJKW
/('EDUJUDSKVDQGDUXJJHGEXLOWLQOLQHDUVXSSO\7KHDPS¶VPDQXDO
EDQGVZLWFKHVFDQDOVREHXVHGWRFKDQJHEDQGVRQWKH.$OVRWKH
.FDQHYHQVHOHFWSHUEDQGDPSOL¿HUGULYHOHYHOVDXWRPDWLFDOO\ZKHQWKHDPSLVSODFHGLQWRRSHUDWHPRGHVR
\RX¶OOUDUHO\QHHGWRDGMXVWSRZHURXWSXW%XWWKH.3$LVQRWMXVWOLPLWHGWRXVHZLWKWKH.±,WLVIXOO\FRPSDW
LEOHZLWKPRVWUDGLRV7KH.3$FRPHVZLWKD9$&EXLOWQ3687LPHIRUDFKDQJH

KPA500-F Built KPA500-K Kit 

.;$OO0RGH+)P:
- Internal wide-range antenna tuner (ATU) & battery options;
built-in speaker
- Advanced DSP provides dual watch, noise reduction, noise
blanking, auto-notch, stereo audio effects
- Software-defined radio (SDR) architecture plus roofing filters
(KXFL3) for excellent dynamic range
- Operates in data modes (PSK31/RTTY) with or without a PC;
includes RX I/Q soundcard outputs

KX3-F Built KX3-K Kit 
7KHUHYROXWLRQDU\(OHFUDIW.;SXWVWKHZRUOGLQWKHSDOPRI\RXUKDQG'HVSLWHLWVVPDOOVL]HLWFRYHUVDOODPD
WHXUEDQGVIURPPHWHUVRSHUDWHVLQDOOPRGHVDQGKDV'63EDVHGIHDWXUHVXVXDOO\IRXQGRQO\RQODUJHU
UDGLRV
7KH.;¶VXQLTXHIRUPIDFWRUDOORZV\RXWRRSHUDWHIURPDQ\ZKHUH)ROGRXWWKHUHDUWLOWIHHWIRUXVHRQDGHVNWRS
RUSLFQLFWDEOHRUDGGRXUUXJJHGPRELOHPRXQWEUDFNHWIRUYHKLFOHXVH)RUH[WUHPHSRUWDELOLW\\RXFDQDGGWKH
LQWHUQDOZLGHUDQJH$78$$FHOOEDWWHU\SDFNZLWK1L0+FKDUJHUDQGDGMXVWDEOH.;3'NH\HUSDGGOH:LWKD
ZKLSDQWHQQD\RXFDQHYHQRSHUDWHKDQGKHOG
$3 3FKDUJHZLOOEHDGGHGWRWKHFRVWRIDOORUGHUV
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2UGHUOLQH
:DWHUV 6WDQWRQ6SD+RXVH0DLQ5RDG+RFNOH\(VVH[6646
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www.kenwood-electronics.co.uk e-mail comms@kenwood-electronics.co.uk

www.yaesu.co.uk

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL ADVICE
OUR ORDER HOTLINE

0345 2300 599

New Yaesu
FTdx3000 HF/6m
Base

The new FTdx3000 HF+50MHz 100 Watt
Transceiver is another exciting new product that
is certain to capture the hearts of determined
DXers and Contesters as well as casual operators
looking for solid communications.

Available end Jan/Feb 2013

ACCESSORIES

AMATEUR
RADIO

COMMERCIAL /
PMR RADIO

Martin Lynch & Sons Ltd.
Outline House, 73 Guildford Street,
Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Web: www.hamradio.co.uk
E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk

AVIONICS

MARINE RADIO

RECEIVERS /
SCANNERS

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am to 4.30pm

Tel: 0345 2300 599
Int’. No: +44 345 2300 599

E&OE

ANTENNAS

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
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