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Club News and Views
Editorial
Martyn Phillips, G3RFX
It‟s almost as if it was only last week that I
was sitting here writing my last Editorial,
but then that‟s probably because it is.

for Christmas, so get on with it, dammit!
Well, of course.
Also featuring prominently in this Digest we
have the multifaceted (“Cor, that‟s a big
word, innit!”) and highly versatile Don,
G3XTT. No fewer than three contributions
from him, including his regular „DX an‟ all
that‟, the latest bulletin on T32C – and, on
page 23, Part 1 of a fascinating article
entitled „Expedition Antennas‟, about which
Don certainly knows a thing or two.

Anyway, you‟ll remember that November‟s
special 64-page Big Issue contained no
fewer than 19 reports and reminiscences by
T32C team members doing battle with the
pile-ups on the front line. This time round
we even things out with a slightly less
weighty Digest featuring not only another
five contributions from those out there on
Christmas, but also six reports from the
Home Guard – those who, for whatever
reason, found themselves back home in the
UK and who paint the picture from here.

And somebody who knows a thing or two
about numbers and statistics – that‟s Nigel,
G3TXF. Turn to page 27 for his „Numbers
for the New Year 2012‟. On page 37 Nigel
then fills us in on the „VP6T Pitcairn
Preparations‟, this one due to kick off in
mid-January. Pitcairn, of course, originally
named after a breed of dog originally found
on the Islands, a cross between a Pit Bull
and a Cairn Terrier... yes, the Pitcairn.

Talking of Christmas, as we seem to have
been doing quite a lot these days, did you
have a good one? You know, loot-wise an‟
all that? I certainly did quite well out of it
again this year. For a start: several steam
train DVDs. Well, whatever turns you on, I
suppose. Not forgetting Boris Johnson‟s
recently published Johnson’s Life of
London. A bottle of 2003 Gran Reserva
Tempranillo vino tinto also came my way
(obviously from somebody who doesn‟t
know me very well, seeing as I never touch
the stuff...). Perhaps the star present of all,
though, was a truly amazing set of new CD
recordings by the young Venezuelan
conductor, Gustavo Dudamel, of Sibelius‟s
2nd and Bruckner‟s 9th Symphony in live
performances
with
the
Gothenburg
Symphony Orchestra. It‟s rare that words
fail me, but they do on this occasion –
especially in connection with the Sibelius.

Be that very much as it may, it‟s on to this
year‟s CDXC AGM and Summer Social,
scheduled for Saturday, 21 July. Here, I‟m
delighted to be able to confirm that this will
once again be at the QTH of G3NUG.
Thanks, Neville and Trish. I‟m glad we
managed to convince you that a move to the
NEC in Birmingham would not have been a
good idea. Before the AGM and Summer
Social, of course, we can look forward to
the Annual Din-Dins at Wyboston on 17
March, about which more on page 7.
It only remains for me to wish you all a very
Happy, Prosperous and above all Healthy
New Year.

Yes, I know, this is supposed to be an
amateur radio magazine – and to be honest,
you couldn‟t really give a toss what I had

73 Martyn, G3RFX
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Chairman’s Chat
Chris Duckling, G3SVL
The start of a New Year – and a leap one at
that. I hope all members had a good
Christmas and are looking forward to a year
with rising sunspots. And if you are still not
certain about Solar Cycle 24, then a quick
websearch will show that it was January 11 th
last year (2011) when the solar flux first
reached 90 and yet by September we had
seen it pass 160. No one is forecasting it
continuing at that rate, but the message is
clear – get on the HF bands now!

From my plans I try to set objectives – in
2012 mine are to increase my rather pathetic
country score on 12m. The sunspots are in
my favour, but I don't have a decent antenna
on that band and I will need to be on more
often as this is not a contest band. I‟ll report
my progress next January!
The LF Challenge will run again this year
and the rules are published in this edition
and on our website. There are no changes to
the rules or the awards. Prizes will be
presented at the AGM & Summer Social in
July. Good luck to all who enter and please
upload your log to Club Log regularly.

At this time of year I like to plan out when
and where I am going to get those missing
DXCCs or band-slots. I start by loading all
the family events, birthdays, anniversaries
etc. into my calendar and then the radio
events, rallies, CDXC Dinner, CDXC
AGM, RSGB Convention, Friedrichshafen
etc. I look at all the contests in the year and
load them too.

It is incredible to think that in April 2012
our CMIS system will celebrate its second
birthday. Its introduction has not been
without some hiccups, but it dramatically
reduces the workload of the volunteers who
run the Club. It also delivers a better
interface to our members. But after two
years it is time to take stock and see how we
move forward.

Of course I don't load them all – that's
impossible. For each contest I set an
objective, be it an improvement on a
previous score, the opportunity for some
rare ones, giving points away or trying out
new antennas or station modifications. My
goals tend to define the domestic upheaval
of each event and the preparation time
needed. By now compromises start to
appear – our eldest son's birthday is around
a CQ WW 160m contest I sometimes do,
July has every weekend full, and so it goes
on.

As you know Michael, G7VJR, stepped
down from the Committee at the last AGM,
but agreed to continue to support the Club
website until a handover was agreed. I'm
pleased to say that Mike, G3WPH, will be
taking on the role as of this month and I
know one of Mike's early tasks is to get
members' input on how the website can be
improved. I also want to clarify the CDXC
members' cluster, Michael handed this over
to Gavin, GMØGAV, a while back and any
queries should be addressed to him in the
first instance.

Then the DXpeditions. Not all of these are
announced sufficiently in advance but they
require special planning as there are options
as to when to work them – specifically, they
are on during the week. That advantage, if it
is one, is often compromised by the need to
get that rare one on a specific band or two.
Nevertheless, knowing the DXpedition is
there allows for preparation.

That's about it for this edition, so as usual I
wish you good DX and see you in the pileups.
73 Chris, G3SVL
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President’s Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
Following the T32C DXpedition we are
going to write to all the UK stations who
worked us and who are not CDXC
members. At this time Committee members
are busy looking up the addresses of these
stations on QRZ.com and other sources.
This major task is almost complete; it looks
as if there will be around 750 stations to
write to after taking into account „addresses
withheld‟, club stations and busted calls.
Each potential member will receive a copy
of the bumper November Digest. There are
many on this list who made just one or two
contacts with T32C, including many
youngsters. On looking at some of the
incoming UK QSLs there are many
comments about the lines “My first QSO
with the Pacific”, “My first real DX” etc.
These are the people we want to attract into
CDXC so that we can encourage them to get
the „DXing bug‟. The mailout will take
place in early January, so let‟s hope for
some good results.

me of my early operations from the
Malaysian IOTAs. There is just one point
where I would disagree with Kevin and
that‟s in regard to working split. It‟s
essential to work split on a DXpedition so
that the stations calling can hear you. Quite
a few IOTA operators fail to realise this.
Start by listening on a frequency, say, 5
KHz up on SSB and then widen the split as
the pile-up builds. This way you can hear
them and they can hear you.
Finally, a few words about the QSLing for
T32. The card with the names and logos of
some 60 sponsors has been designed. By the
time you read this it will have been printed
and distributed to our team of ten QSL
managers, all of whom are linked together
on the Internet using StarQSL. We estimate
that around 150,000 QSOs will be
confirmed eventually.
Since we got home we have spent six
frenetic weeks dealing with some 1,100 emails regarding busted calls following our
uploads to Club Log. A significant
percentage of these were due to logging
errors by the Deserving such as wrong time
or date. But, there were also a substantial
number of busted calls, probably around
500, to be corrected in the T32C log. There
were also a few who were not in the log, but
fortunately there were not too many of
these.

Thanks to all the members who commented
that they really enjoyed the November
Digest. There are a few more memories
from team members in this issue and also
some pieces from CDXC members in the
UK who worked T32C, some of whom run
low power or are unable to erect beams. I
hope they will make interesting reading.
There is also Part 1 of a further article from
Don, G3XTT, about the development of
antennas since we started DXpeditioning in
a big way with the 9MØC operation in
1998. I hope we can follow up this article
with similar articles on technology, radios,
etc. An article on team matters and logistics
would almost certainly be of interest too.

Throughout the DXpedition we encouraged
everyone to check Club Log regularly and
many did this. I now realise how clever
Club Log is. Calls are checked against a
large data base of invalid calls that has been
developed mainly by CDXC member Alan,
5B4AHJ. The exception report prepared
following our upload showed a number of
invalid calls that were then marked as
invalid in the T32C log. Club Log also
rejects a second call when it follows closely

I enjoyed reading the article by Kevin,
MØTNX, in the November Digest entitled
„So what‟s this DXpeditioning thing?‟ It
was an interesting read for me and reminded
5

the same call on the same mode. These
QSOs were also marked as invalid in the
T32C log. As I write this there are 155
QSOs marked as invalid in the T32C log.

corrected with the result that every one of
those CW QSOs was replicated on SSB.
The message soon got around that for a
particular period of time, credit could be
claimed on this edge-band for both the CW
and the SSB QSOs.

We feel that this approach is the right way
to go and that it is important to upload a
clean rather than a raw log to LotW. This is
what we did and the proof of the pudding is
that since the upload to LotW we have
received only TEN emails from those with
QSOs who have not found a match. About
half of these were busted; the balance had
the wrong time or date.

Farcical – I‟m afraid not – it has happened, I
promise you. It‟s a great pity that LotW has
not been designed as well as Club Log. In
Club Log you can overwrite QSOs; in LotW
you cannot.
Finally thanks to everyone who have
supported us with donations directly,
through the website, with QSL cards and by
OQRS. We think we will just about break
even by the time the project finishes and
after we have sold some kit. This is a similar
result to our previous four megaDXpeditions. If anyone thinks these
DXpeditions make money, they are quite
simply living in cloud-cuckoo land!

One of the main weaknesses with LotW is
that existing QSOs cannot be overwritten
because amended QSOs are added to the
database. If we had not taken the steps we
did and had uploaded the raw data, then
around 214,000 QSOs would now be
showing in the LotW database rather than
the actual 213,169 QSOs that are in the
T32C log.

May I wish all our members a Very Healthy
New Year.

Does that matter, you may say. I say yes, it
does matter and let me mention a real
situation that I know about. A DXpedition
logged some 50 edge-band QSOs on CW
instead of SSB. These were uploaded to
LotW.
Several
operators
reported
mismatches because they could not find
their QSO. The log on LotW was then

73

_____________________________________________________________________

New Members
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:

Call
G3YQA
GM4ZUK
M3TRC
YO4RDW

Name

Location

Frank Wilson
Allan Duncan
Peter Lee
Eugen Dobre

North Ferriby, Yorks
Peterculter, Aberdeen
Middleton, Lancs
Bournemouth
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CDXC Annual Dinner 2012
Saturday, 17 March 2012, at 7.30pm, Wyboston Lakes, Bedfordshire

The CDXC 2012 Annual Dinner will be held at Wyboston Lakes, the venue that has hosted us
very successfully for the last three years. We will have the same private room and you will be
entertained by an after-dinner speaker. Not just any after-dinner speaker, I hasten to add. It‟ll be
Neville, G3NUG (Team Leader, T32C), talking about The T32C DXpedition to Kiritimati
(Christmas Island) – “It was like a month-long contest in an English gentleman‟s club”. The
Dinner is again 7pm for 7.30. Why not come along early and do some pre-socialising before the
main event? Tea and coffee will be available all day and the bar will be open from noon until
midnight. The Annual Dinner is one of the two social events in the CDXC calendar and certainly not to
be missed. So, as they say, book early to avoid disappointment.

How do I to book? Please book electronically if at all possible: On the CDXC website follow
News & Events – Events Calendar – 2012 Annual Dinner and then the registration instructions.
Or: E-mail Secretary Tony at sec@cdxc.org.uk with your booking details and pay £35 per
person by online bank transfer to CDXC, sort code 60-60-02, account 44532385. Please quote
your personal callsign as your reference.
Alternatively: Complete the booking details in this Digest and return by ordinary mail to Tony,
G4LDL, 1 Dovetrees, Covingham, Swindon, SN3 5AX with your cheque made payable to
„CDXC‟ for £35 per person. Please note that we have a strict limit on numbers. To ensure a fair
allocation of places, it will be first come, first served. On receipt of your booking and payment
details, Tony will confirm your booking. Please note that however your booking is made, it is
not confirmed until you have received the confirmation from Tony.
Where exactly is the venue?
The Dinner will be held at The Waterfront Centre, Wyboston Lakes, Great North Road,
Wyboston, Bedfordshire MK44 3AL (as last year.). Wyboston Lakes are located at the junction
of the A1 and the A428.
Can I stay overnight at Wyboston?
Yes. Book direct on (0333) 700 7667 and quote „CDXC‟. The room rate is £62 excluding
breakfast. This includes free access to the adjacent leisure centre and free WiFi. A Google
search shows the same price from most of the online booking agencies.
Is there any Alternative overnight accommodation?
Yes, at the Premier Inn across the road from the Wyboston Centre main entrance. The current
rate is around £65 per room with breakfast £7.50 extra. Book direct (0871) 527 9024 or online
at: www.premierinn.com and select „St Neots (A1/Wyboston)‟. Or at The Travelodge 2 miles
south on the A1. Currently on offer at £30+ per room, breakfast extra (Little Chef). Book direct
on (0871) 984 6010 or online at www.travelodge.co.uk and select „Bedford Wyboston‟.
Any other questions?
Please contact Tony, G4LDL at sec@CDXC.org.uk or by telephone on (01793) 525523
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DX an’ all that
Don Field, G3XTT

Happy New Year. This is, of course, written
somewhat before the end of 2011. We
writers have the same problem that faces the
TV people when they find themselves
recording Christmas Specials in June, or
whenever! I don‟t know, and won‟t for
some weeks, what the final outcome of the
year will be in terms of countries active,
totals achieved etc. What I do know is that,
finally, we have seen the long-awaited
upturn in conditions and, while hopefully
there is more to come (we have yet to see
the sort of F2 openings on 6m that typified
the best days of the last peak), it‟s been
pretty good so far, with the Pacific very
workable most days on 10 and 12m, an
experience which we had largely forgotten.
In CQ WW CW at the end of November I
was delighted to work 36 zones (missed 2,
19, 31 and 32) and 131 countries - and in
the ARRL 10m event, by which time the
days were getting pretty short, I still caught
ZL (thanks Gary ZL2IFB/G4IFB) and T88.
At the other end of the spectrum there have
been some good days too – Dave
KH2/N2NL reports a great opening to
Western Europe when he worked three UK
stations on 160m – this is a tough path.

spring to mind. By next time I should have a
definitive list. The good news is that at least
some of those will be QRV in 2012. The
bad news is that some of them won‟t! But
DXers are always True Believers – if you
are patient and keep those radios in good
order and those antennas up in the sky, one
day you will be rewarded (or, in my case,
you will invariably be away on holiday or
business at the time!).
Expedition Compromises
Elsewhere in this Digest I mention
compromises in DXpedition planning and
cite the issue of beach access which can
limit one‟s antenna plans. At 9MØC the
major compromise we had to make was in
timing. We would love to have gone a few
weeks earlier, because we were there just as
we reached a period of the year where there
was no common darkness with the US East
Coast, the toughest path from Zone 26. We
were criticised for this by some of the big
East Coast top banders, but the simple fact
was that the resort on Layang Layang was
closed for the optimum period as it was the
typhoon season in the South China Seas. We
arrived there the first week the resort reopened. Of course we could have gone to
one of the uninhabited islands that count for
Spratly, those that continue to be disputed,
and risked being shot at as two previous
Spratly expeditions had been (one with fatal
consequences), but for reasons which evade
me at this time, we decided not to.

Recent DX has included E51MAN (North
Cooks) – a great one-man show, T2T
(which I personally failed to work on the
bands where I needed it, but there is another
T2 expedition due early next year), and
others closer to home. The UKCW table run
by G3WGV shows some pretty impressive
band scores for 2011 and that‟s only on
CW, so the Mixed Mode totals that some
have achieved during the year are likely to
be quite something. Of course what is
interesting at the end of each year is to note
which entities were not QRV during that
year – some have now been inactive for
quite a number of years – places like P5,
7O, KP1 (Navassa) and VKØ (Heard)

Expeditions to places that are politically
unstable or are tough to reach generally
have to make other kinds of compromises.
With respect to the former, if a window of
opportunity opens (rarely) the trick is to
jump on a plane and go before the window
closes. This usually means taking a
minimum of kit and maybe limiting the
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expedition in terms of time too. Not
everyone can be available at short notice to
go off and run an extended expedition –
sadly, few would-be DXpeditioners have
unlimited time or money on their hands. As
for hard-to-get-to locations, usually this
means well off the beaten track and,
frequently, extreme weather (Heard Island,
Peter 1 and similar). In these cases radio
must, of necessity, take second place to
health and safety. This can have a number
of consequences – usually the antennas have
to be designed for quick pull-down if a rapid
evacuation is required, power is likely to be
limited as generators are heavy to carry
ashore and require constant re-supply of
fuel, and so on.

areas). The third solution is to extend the
planning period of the expedition and aim to
negotiate some concessions in terms of the
constraints being imposed. The last
(German-led)
Kermadec
expedition
achieved exactly that, with permission to
stay on the island overnight. This made a
huge difference to what they could achieve
on the low bands, of course.
The rules and regulations often seem petty
in these instances. No doubt it is easier for
the bureaucrats to say „no‟ than to agree to
flex their rules for the occasion. I well recall
Trey, N5KO, telling me that on the ZL9CI
(Campbell Island) trip, where they were
very much confined to what they could do
and where they could operate, he looked up
at the window of the disused weather station
(which was their operating shack) only to
see a little old lady looking back at him. He
thought he was hallucinating! But it turned
out that, rules and regs notwithstanding,
cruise ships called on a regular basis.
Clearly money talks!

But perhaps the biggest compromises these
days are a result of DXCC locations which
come under bodies such as the US Fish and
Wildlife service. These government bodies
(the US, Australian and New Zealand
versions seem to be some of the toughest,
but South Africa and France are up there too
with their sub-Antarctic islands) tend to put
draconian limitations on any group that
visits, in terms of where they can locate
their operations, whether they can stay
overnight on the island (and it is invariably
small islands that we are talking about),
whether they can use generators etc. There
are three ways of dealing with this. One is
simply not to go, but this means that the
„Deserving‟ (don‟t you just love that term!)
won‟t get any crack at the rare one at all,
even in a limited way. The second is to
accept the limitations and stay within
whatever the rules require. Kermadec has
been a good example in years gone by, with
operations only during daylight and the
team returning to their ship overnight. I
understand the team planning for Jarvis
(KH5) are developing novel antenna
systems to meet the strict requirements
being placed on them in respect of height of
antennas, as another example. And the last
Desecheo expedition had strict limitations
on access, which meant they could not
locate themselves at the optimum spot on
island (in terms of propagation to all major

Other compromises are many and varied.
The operators themselves are an obvious
example. While any expedition would no
doubt be pleased to take a Martti Laine or
equivalent, in reality it is a case of taking
people who are available, can afford the cost
(which can be far from trivial, especially if
ships have to be chartered) and, ideally, can
bring skills over and above operating, such
as mechanical (fixing generators), logistics
(food, fuel etc.) and much else. This is, in
some ways, easier if it‟s just a two- or threeperson expedition – you share the roles
between you. But then you cannot be on all
bands
simultaneously,
so
other
compromises have to be made (“Why on
40m to Europe when 10m is open to my
location in the Pacific?”, or whatever, that
you frequently see on the Cluster).
I could go on (yes, I know, I have a
tendency to do exactly that…) but you get
the picture. The perfect DXpedition is a
chimera – plenty of operators, all with the
right skills and temperament (and time and
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money), a perfect location in every respect,
all coinciding with the best propagation on
every band from 160 to 6m. But if all this
were feasible, I rather suspect the entity
wouldn‟t be rare in the first place! So guys,
you‟ll just have to be satisfied with what
you get!

will be activated come the autumn. Make
the most of it, especially those of you for
whom this may be one of your last sunspot
peaks (and too many of us are heading that
way!).
73 Don, G3XTT

Meanwhile, expect 2012 to bring some nice
ones, even if they are not perfect – Pitcairn
(Not too many beaches! But a great team of
operators), Malpelo (no beaches, either, a
huge challenge even to get equipment
ashore and set up – see the pictures on the
web), plenty of Pacific (the HA expedition
looks particularly interesting) and others
(for example, Phil, G3SWH, is off to
Swaziland in February along with John
G3OLU/EA5ARC) and who knows what
_____________________________________________________________________

T32C – Latest Bulletin
Don Field, G3XTT
It‟s about six weeks now since the team
returned home from Christmas Island and
we wanted to update everyone and answer
some of the questions we are being asked.

linears, along with a very respectable array
of vertical antennas for 160 through to 10m
and, later in the trip, an 8-element Yagi for
6m. What also came as a very pleasant
surprise was the upturn in HF conditions
just days before we started – 10 and 12m
propagation was well above what we had
dared to hope.

Totals, Records
Firstly, as most of you will know, our final
QSO total was 213,116, the first time any
DXpedition has exceeded the magic 200K
(some will recall that, with D68C, we were
the first to exceed 100K). We also worked
49,535 uniques, another world record. Just a
few short weeks before the trip started we
wondered whether we could manage a
respectable total at all, as it had become
clear that our container of equipment would
not arrive and we would have to hand-carry
everything. In the event team members and
others, including our major sponsors, rallied
round and we were able to run up to ten
stations, eight of them equipped with

Partly as a result of those improvements in
propagation, we are particularly proud of
the number of European QSOs included in
that total, some 59,673. A breakdown of our
QSOs appears on the Club Log website at
www.clublog.org/charts/?c=T32C#r
Other records that we broke included the
band records for 30, 15 and 12m and those
for CW (102,216), SSB (88,416) and RTTY
(19,225). Another record was with North
America (109,327).
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LoTW permitting, we plan to start the
upload on 15 December 2011, just over six
frenetic weeks after our return from T32C.
Uploading 213K QSOs is a huge task and
we don‟t necessarily expect it to go
smoothly first time (D68C, 3B9C and 3B7C
all experienced problems), so the upload
may take several days to complete.

6 Metres
Just a word about our 6m operation. Not
only did the container fail to arrive, but
Kazu/JA1RJU, our 6m guru, had to cancel
his participation at the last minute for health
reasons (as we reported in a previous
bulletin). It was left to team members
Michael, DG1MGZ; Mike, G3WPH, and
Bob MDØCCE to learn „on the job‟. Not
only did they manage seven EME QSOs in
two continents (it would have been more,
but the 6m linear developed a fault), but
they also managed 103 terrestrial QSOs,
including some quite long-haul ones into the
USA and South America (possibly due to
some early 6m F2 propagation?).

We have a team of 10 QSL managers ready
to start processing the T32C cards and we
estimate that we will eventually confirm
around 140,000 QSOs.
StarQSL, our Internet-based QSLing
system, has been enhanced recently by its
author John, G3WGV. Major developments
include a new batch import facility to work
directly with Club Log‟s OQRS,
incorporating an address label printing
facility. We will be printing direct to QSL
cards this time. Various improved
ergonomics have also been introduced to
help speed up the QSLing programme.

The Container
We are regularly asked what happened to
the shipping container with its six tonnes of
gear. The good news is that, while we were
let down by local agents and shippers in the
Pacific area, there is no problem with
shipping on the main routes, and it is
currently on its way back to the UK,
scheduled to arrive in late January.

Just a word too about QSLing our earlier
DXpeditions, as T32C has prompted
renewed interest in getting missing cards
from those trips. The following have taken
over QSLing responsibilities for our 3B7C
and 3B9C DXpeditions:

QSLing
Full details of how to request a „traditional‟
QSL appear on our website, so are not
repeated here. You can send a direct or
bureau card, or make an online request. The
card design has been finalised and we plan
to start mailing cards in January after the
Christmas postal rush.

3B7C QSLs should now be sent to
Jim Steel, MØZAK, 6 Central Avenue,
Shepshed, Leics LE12 9HP, UK
3B9C QSLs should now be sent to
Derek Moffatt,
G3RAU, Mill House,
Middle Street, Glentworth, Gainsborough,
Lincs DN21 5BZ, UK

LoTW
As for Logbook of the World, we promised
an upload within six months and, in
practice, it will be very much earlier. We
wanted to upload as clean a log as possible
and have made some 500+ editorial changes
to the log as a result of feedback from the
log uploads to Club Log and notes received
from many of the Deserving. But we are
very conscious that many of you want to do
a DXCC update before year-end. Therefore,

E-mail addresses for both Jim, MØZAK,
and Derek, G3RAU, are shown on
QRZ.com.
Presentations, Articles
An early DXpedition write-up has already
appeared in the WIA (Australia) journal and
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one is in preparation for Brazil (in
Portuguese, thanks to PY2WAS). The
RSGB‟s RadCom will carry a four-page
article in the January issue and the latest
editions of the CDXC Digest are very much
a „T32C Specials‟. We have also accepted
invitations to present at Dayton and Visalia
and at next year‟s RSGB Convention as
well as at the LADX (Norway) and ARI
(Italian) events. We expect to feature on the
programme at Friedrichshafen and other
national and local clubs over the next 12
months.

with QSL cards, and taking into account
projected sales of some of our equipment,
we expect to just about break even.
We must, though, finally add our thanks to
the staff of the Captain Cook Hotel and,
indeed, to all those local residents we met
on the island. It‟s a great place, with good
fishing and a friendly welcome from all.
And to all our fellow amateurs, a Happy
Christmas from those of us who
encountered „Christmas‟ early this year!

DVD etc.

Don Field, G3XTT

A DVD is currently in preparation and
orders can be placed via the website. We
expect it to start shipping in January – there
is 25 hours of material to be edited down!
The DVD will also include the 3B7C story.

FSDXA Publicity Officer
don.field@gmail.com
11 December 2011

Thanks

T32C website www.t32c.com
CDXC website www.cdxc.org.uk
Once again we want to offer our thanks to
Global Sponsor: Yaesu
every individual and organisation who have
Major Corporate Sponsors:
supported our efforts to put Christmas
Martin
Lynch
&
Sons,
Redweb
Island on the air in a big way. We have
Technologies, Nevada Radio
acknowledged all sponsors on our website.
Major Club Sponsors:
By the completion of the project and thanks
ARRL Colvin Award, GDXF German DX
to our sponsors (corporate, club and
Foundation), CDXC (Chiltern DX Club),
individual), donations through OQRS and
RSGB DXpedition Fund
_____________________________________________________________________
Chiltern DX Club - Aims and Objectives
To promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing and contest operating, through
mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the issue of achievement awards, or by
whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate.
Membership

Full details are available from the Secretary.

Subscription

£18.00 for UK members, £24.00 for overseas members (US$48 or 40 Euros). New
members joining between 1 January and 30 June pay 50% of the annual subscription.
Subscriptions are due on 1 July of each year, and should be sent to the Treasurer.
Published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Editor by the
published deadline. Please note that views expressed in the Digest are not necessarily
those of the Editor or of the Committee.

Digest

Website

http://www.cdxc.org.uk/
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T32C Remembered Part 2
But something was itching. Working down
into the noise, we are all accustomed to
QSOs that are marginal - but the band really
was silent. The phones had a gentle hiss...
nothing. Except that the hiss seemed to
vary in a vaguely familiar pattern.

G3JNB
“I met a man who wasn‟t there”.
Or so it seemed, and indeed he was not there
again the next day - but there I was... in the
log!

„Puff puff puff puff‟. No CW tone, no
signal, just a very gentle „sensation‟ with
long pauses... and then there it was again.
I sent my call. A long pause and then... just
three very short puffs. Did it match that
familiar DX response: “G3?”

Like myself so many of CDXC‟s „Little
Pistols‟ must have had serious doubts as to
the probability of a QSO with T32C,
especially following the dreadful news
about the container.
Perhaps a single
contact on 30m might just be possible?
Certainly not 40m - and, with the monster
signals from EU blocking out 20m, the
prospects seemed dire.

Sending my call again brought another
„puff‟. I replied with „TU‟. And that was it.
So was he there again today - or wasn‟t he?
The following evening, returning from the
RSGB Convention, I checked the online log.
„G3JNB – 17m confirmed!‟

How wrong can you be? The combination
of the DXpediton‟s low noise level, great
„ears‟ and mind-blowing operating skills,
brought unimaginable success to so many of
those with modest power and a bit of wet
string. Thank you so much, FSDXA!

Well how about that? Not a sound, not a
tone, not a faint note. This was surely ESP
„light‟. Simply amazing.

The 30m QSO did occur as hoped for on the
6th of October, with T32C at 339 and with
the SFI at 127 - but the A index showing 19!
Honour had been satisfied, but could I do
more when their signals were still only just
readable in the noise or not at all?

After that nothing could hold me. Four
weeks of frankly exhausting concentration
produced a clean sweep on CW from 40 to
10m and, would you believe, even a mindblowing “Hello Victor” on 40m SSB. Eight
band slots... yes, really. I‟m not joking!

Well, you just never know, do you? The
very next evening I had what I can only
describe as the most extraordinary two-way
CW QSO in my 60 years of amateur radio.

As always pride cometh before a fall.
Audrey, the XYL, and I decide to celebrate
this modest personal triumph with a bottle
of champagne. I go to the fridge and take
out the frosty bottle... and promptly drop it!
That is how to go out with a really Big
Bang!

At half past ten, shortly before bedtime, I
checked the Cluster. Not much showing for
T32C except for a lone EU posting. I
clicked on the frequency and switched to
my little helically wound „fishing rod‟
ground plane. Up at 15ft and with just four
radials, might it yet be my secret weapon?
Nothing! He wasn‟t there. At such an hour
the band was closed for me here in
Bedfordshire.

After Hughes Mearns (1875-1965):
“Yesterday upon the stair
I met a man who wasn‟t there...”
Victor Brand, G3JNB

13

did I get in the log because of this
„assistance‟. (Since T32C I have only been
able to work a number of new DXCCs
because they had periods of working by
numbers to reduce the pile-ups) I think it is
a pity that FSDXA have the policy of not
working by numbers. I accept that initially a
free-for-all will allow the „Big Guns‟ to get
their band-slots quickly. But towards the
end of a DXpedition I think working by
numbers is a useful technique to give the
smaller stations a better chance. In principle
I don‟t see the difference between „Gs only‟
and „Number N only‟ as a way to reduce the
pile-up.

G3UEG
I was pleased to work T32C on SSB on 15,
17 and 20m. Only the 15m QSO was
worked without some sort of „assistance‟.
My set-up is modest in a small suburban
garden, with a Cobwebb antenna (five
parallel dipoles bent into a square) at 30ft
for the HF bands, a 26ft vertical with a good
radial system tuned with an auto-ATU at the
base primarily for 40m, but also usable on
the five HF bands. Finally, a Wellbrook
loop on a small rotator for receive.
On
transmit I can run 300W maximum.
For the first few days I let the Big Guns get
on with it, and used that most useful of
resources, Club Log‟s Expedition Tools, to
learn which bands were open when, based
on actual QSOs. Advice before departure
was that 17m might be the band with the
best chance of a QSO, but it was a while
before operations started on SSB, so I
started by looking on 20m and 15m. Even
with a choice of three antennas I had
considerable difficulty hearing sufficiently
well to be able to call. Oct 5 th started well
with a 20m QSO with 3D2R at S7, so I was
hopeful. Later in the day the 15m signals
improved and I got my first band slot at
2006 without any „assistance‟.

Interestingly, on the HF bands the Cobwebb
was always better on receive than the
vertical or the Wellbrook loop.
Thanks for an excellent and successful
DXpedition.
Dave Gould, G3UEG
________________________________
G4JTR
From the off, I signed up with Club Log as
it was clear that by using their powerful
database this was by far the best way of
deciding my best chance of a contact.

Over the next seven days I spent a lot of
time trying 17 and 20m. There were quite a
few postings to the CDXC Reflector of
QSO successes with moderate set-ups, but I
think a lot of them were on CW rather than
SSB. It would be interesting if the Club
Log Expedition propagation analysis could
filter the QSO numbers by mode.

During the third week I started to home in
on times and bands. By then the Club Log
database
had
sufficient
info to
make decisions. I could just hear weak CW
and SSB on several bands. After a failed
attempt on CW using pre-programmed
macros on my K3 (in my enthusiam I forgot
to use split...), I decided that 14 MHz SSB
between 0700 and 0730 UTC would be best.
I worked T32C simplex at around 0723 on
14.187 after a couple of calls when there
appeared to be lower European activity.
Even though signals were rarely better than
only just readable here on my system, it was
obvious that the ops at the Pacific end could
hear very well and, of course, the standard
and consistency of their operation was a key
to the success.

My other two QSOs were only obtained
with some luck and some „assistance‟. On
20m EI5DI was listening 14.195 - 200, then
suddenly said listening 14.197. Fortunately
my TX frequency was on 14.197. I called
and made the QSO. I was lucky. This is
where I am going to be controversial. On
17m I had been calling for days and not
getting anywhere, then eventually the
operator called for Gs only and only then
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Equipment here, K3 tranceiver, 100W, 33mlong doublet fed with open wire feeder and
oriented N-S, the N leg sloping down.

Organisation

Short holiday trips are usually decided by
convenience rather than by a close study of
the most-wanted country list. XYLs often
have a veto on the more exotic (but less
comfortable) places. More XYLs would go
to T32 if the hotel had a pool (is that a plus
or a minus?).

A brilliant effort in so many ways - and
thanks to all involved.
I will also relate my brother's experience
from 15 Miles west of Boston, MA. He is
Cliff, KC1PO. He was away in North Africa
for most of T32C and got back a couple of
days before the end. With
my
encouragement he tried them in the last two
hours of operation when Justin was on 24
MHz and worked them twice, the second
time for a check that he was in the log. He
was able to have a couple of short overs
with Justin and mentioned that I had also
worked them. He was using a simple long
wire and an Icom IC-7000. He was so
pleased that he has now got back into HF
DXing after many years. He's now building
up his countries count, so T32C has
achieved even more.

Expertise

It‟s one thing slinging the odd wire from a
couple of trees or mounting a Butternut in a
place where it won‟t strangle the tourists,
but it‟s totally different when you have full
access to an unused big beach and lots of
serious antennas - and experts to make them
produce hundreds of thousands of QSOs.
Likewise someone else organises all the
transportation and logistics and they even do
site surveys, whereas holiday DXpeditions
often depend on hearsay and a large amount
of luck.
Lessons learned

Vin Robinson, G4JTR
________________________________



The most QSOs I ever made in a
week was about 5,000, but I didn‟t
get any time for any real tourism. I
didn‟t get that many QSOs in T32,
but it was a pleasant experience
getting enough sleep and being able
to look around the place. If there‟s a
next time I‟ll have to investigate
self-spotting on the operating
schedule; more than one operator
had over 10K personal QSOs.



I‟ve had pile-ups like these before
(in FH), but from T32 I was
pleasantly surprised at the discipline
exercised by the JA and USA
operators. Definitely a plus.



Beverages are wonderful – I‟ve
never used one before. Compare
160m with a vertical and a Beverage
–
it‟s
chalk
and
cheese.
Unfortunately the Beverage preamps often got burnt out due to

G3RWL
I‟ve taken a radio abroad a few times and
had fun. My most frequent destination is
Barbados, where I hold the resident‟s
callsign 8P6DR (I was a resident there
once), but I‟ve also operated from EA6 and
8, EI, FH, GU, V2 and ZB2 and ZF. So
what‟s the difference between a holidaystyle trip and going out with the big boys?
The major differences are of course scale,
organisation and expertise - but there is also
a social and educational aspect; you broaden
your own horizon.
Scale

It‟s the difference between sticking a radio
in your shoulder bag with wire and cables in
your suitcase - and filling a sea container
with lots of really useful gear plus a lot of
„nice to have‟ accessories (not counting the
container going AWOL en route).
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transmit RF getting into them (the
FT-450 doesn‟t have a separate
receive antenna socket), so things
were really quiet, but the way the
noise completely disappears was
amazing - and you can clearly hear
signals at a very low level.

I was conscious that much was resting on
getting some good, yet interesting footage
and not being too intrusive - as not everyone
likes to have a camera thrust into their face.
Getting the footage

Richard Limebear, G3RWL
________________________________

Looking through the lens of a camera you
need to view the world from a different
perspective. After all, there‟s the need to tell
an interesting and factual story. I had preplanned a „shot list‟ that would cover the
essential elements of the DXpedition. It
would also mean taking far more footage
than I would ever use in the final version of
the video. Unfortunately I was only able to
join the team for the first three weeks - the
H1 team. This meant that in order to capture
essential shots of the second team I would
need to pass the camera on to another team
member. I loaned Neville a small handsized high-definition camera and small
tripod to use on the advanced party, with
some basic guidance on how to operate it,
also leaving him with the instruction manual
in case he had nothing better to read on the
long flight. When I departed I left the
camera with him to pass onto another team
member who would capture some other
salient moments. I was also pleased to have
permission to use video shots and still
images from other team members‟ media.

G3SVK

Personal thoughts

For me this trip was an opportunity of a
lifetime - and to be accepted to combine my
hobbies of film making and radio operating
into one world-class expedition. I had
looked forward to this trip for over a year,
having persuaded my XYL, Diane, that I
may never get such an opportunity again in
my lifetime and so I should grab it with both
hands. Eventually Diane gave me her
blessing which took a lot of pressure from
my shoulders. It was now a question of
getting all the video kit together that I
needed to make a successful video. I was
looking forward to making some new
friends and being re-acquainted with some
old ones. I was very apprehensive, seeing as

One little niggle was about CW keyers.
There were posts on the Reflector about
taking our own keys. I understood that this
would be unnecessary as each operating
position would have a key supplied. I use an
ETM-9 electronic keyer which was
incompatible with the microHAM keyer
interface. I later learned that, had I taken the
instruction booklet, I could have changed
the settings and I would have been OK. The
upshot of all this was that I had to beg or
borrow a keyer from a team member who
was off duty.



The problem with being on the
second fortnight is that you get less
of a chance of working the
DXpedition from home if you are a
little pistol. Almost 50K people
worked T32C. I didn‟t. The next
time it‟ll be the first half if I can‟t do
the full four weeks.

Postscript

A wonderful trip. Please ask me again for
the next one. One of FSDXA‟s expedition
rules says that operators are expected to fit
in – prima donnas not required - and as a
little pistol I wasn‟t sure how I‟d fit in with
all the big guns. No problem: it was a great
experience to rub shoulders with the big
boys - and, you know, they‟re real people. It
was a delight to be a part of this DXpedition
and make my small contribution to it.

I also wanted to get some wildlife shots so
that non-radio viewers would not get bored
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just seeing operators with headsets on
managing pile-ups. So I arranged a trip to a
„bird sanctuary‟. Other team members
expressed a wish to join me on this
excursion, hoping that they would get some
good wildlife shots. We told the driver that
we needed to be back at the hotel by a
certain time, seeing as some of us were on
an operating shift. We set off on the back of
their open truck along a desolate road that
dissolved into a cart track. After an hour and
a half of being bounced about on the back of
this truck we alerted the driver, who was
listening to his music on his iPod. We
enquired how much longer the journey
would be before reaching this „bird
sanctuary‟. He told us that it would be
another hour and that he had no idea where
this „bird Sanctuary‟ was. We instructed
him to turn the truck around and head back
to the hotel. So that was a wasted journey.
Neville wasn‟t best pleased!

Fred Curtis, G3SVK
________________________________

The first lesson comes with sitting in the
radio chair for the first time and realising
the immense difficulties that DXpedition
operators have. It‟s so different from being
at home at the other end of a pile-up, when
all you need to hear is the callsign you are
trying to work and your own callsign that he
will call. From the DXpeditioner‟s point of
view we hear what I can only describe as a
hail storm of callsigns and the operator has
to identify just one to type into the logging
screen. It takes a special kind of radio
and/or a special kind of person to be able to
do this quickly and repetitively for several
hours at a time, day after day. We had many
internationally
recognised
high-speed
operators who were particularly adept at
doing just that. I struggled to achieve half
their scores. Added to the mix are fading,
interference from many sources (some of
our own making), and deliberate
interference from other amateurs just for
their own devilment. It must give them a
feeling of power that they can cause
discomfort to an operator far across the
other side of world from the peace and quiet
of their own shack.
I hope that the
increasing number of reverse beacons
around the world will help us challenge
illegal operations. I can only think it stems
from simple jealousy. We call this DQRM.

G3UNA

Strange propagation

For several years I have avoided
DXpeditions simply on the grounds of
available time and cost. I‟d previously done
two short ones with Phil, G3SWH, and
enjoyed and learnt from them tremendously.
On accepting the invitation to join this
DXpedition I had the same two big
problems of time and cost. Many do not
realise that all the travelling and
accommodation costs are born by the
operator, with no assistance whatsoever
from other parties. Donations to the
DXpedition are not seen by the operators.
“Let‟s do it now while I can,” I thought, and
that made the decision simple.

For the first time I was able to experience a
strange propagation effect, probably only
possible at or near the equator. Many of us
have heard an echo effect on a signal, ie a
second, quieter version of the main signal
occurring slightly later than the main signal.
This is thought to be the original signal
propagating right around the earth a second
time. This makes reading the signal quite
difficult, no matter how loud. The ultimate
to this was what I heard only on one
occasion: the same effect, but built up over
several propagation cycles around the earth,
so that all I could hear was a continuous
fluttering tone. At first I thought it was
DQRM, but it was measured, controlled and
weak. Having realized what it was, I was

For me T32C was a unique experience. It
taught me a lot about myself and interaction
with other people. I was also very grateful
for the opportunity to be a part of a worldclass DXpedition. Well done to everyone.
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content to carry on operating until
conditions degraded enough to reduce the
multiple propagation circuits to decipher the
call and get him in the log. His persistence
paid off, but he wasn‟t to know how hard it
was to dig him out; he probably had to send
for three or four hours until I could get him.
The challenge of getting weak signals into
the log was my target, particularly against
all those strong stations who would not give
way. We all know where they come from,
but it‟s sometimes necessary to put the
nuisance callers into the log just to shut
them up. One useful technique that seemed
to work was to call the offending and
offensive stations and then tell him “Stand
by, you are next!” This works best on SSB.

completely new ones with modest
equipment. Truly, a once in a lifetime
experience!

I looked forward to being involved in the
antenna field amongst two dozen big
antennas - and the huge potential for mutual
interference. Most of this had already been
tried and tested on previous big
DXpeditions. In the event none of the beams
or 4-squares were available due to the
missing container and we were reduced to
just verticals on fishing poles. That sounds
simple, but as I‟ve found before, fixing
poles in the sand with anchors in the sea is
quite tricky. We mostly added a reflector to
beam north directly over the sea. But then
came the negative side: salt corrosion is the
very devil and sea air penetrates every
crevice and electrical joint. We also had
arcing from the ends of the vertical dipoles
onto the fibreglass rod, even from the
insulated wire into an insulated Jubilee clip.
This created additional inter-station
interference along with the main contact
corrosion and probably gave the radio PA a
hard time.

The absence of our container arriving at
T32C forced the issue to put into practice
this technical approach. The secret with all
vertical arrays, of any type, is an ideal
ground. The antennas were set as close as
practicable to the sea to minimise earth
losses. Those antennas using ground radials
for 160 and 80m were set to allow the
radials to either stop at the high- water mark
or go into the sea, or both. Mid-bands such
as 40 and 30m had two elevated radials
parallel to the sea and the HF antennas 20
through to 10m, although of a difference
design, again used the same philosophy of
„near to the sea‟. In fact the upper bands 10
– 20m present the biggest problem in
achieving this. Proximity, of course, is
measured in parts of a wavelength; the ideal
is to set them directly over salt water - not in
our case, however, but pretty close.

David Cutter, G3UNA
________________________________
GM3POI
We know from our results that our antennas
worked very well, but why?
First some history. GM3POI had been
banging on since early 2007 about the use of
verticals by salt water, based on home
experience and that of expedition groups
such as „Team Vertical‟.

This approach produces high gain at the
required low angles, typically 6 – 7° for
short path to the United Kingdom on 10m.

The feeling I was left with after four weeks
on the island and all the travelling was one
of relief that I was back home away from
the sweltering heat and change of diet, but
mainly of the camaraderie and close
teamwork I experienced while in the
company of so many accomplished
operators. The bonus was in smashing so
many world records and the creation of

If one looks at the situation at 20m a wave
angle of mostly 3° is required, something an
expedition horizontally polarised antenna of
any type will not produce, except with
negative gain (-1 dBi for a 3-el Yagi at 12m
high).
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Our two-element vertical array consisting of
a driven element and a reflector produced a
gain of 9.5 dBi at a 3° wave angle, a net
improvement over the Yagi example in
excess of 10 dB.
So if any CDXC members are considering
an expedition, think firstly about
propagation angles and secondly how you
achieve gain at those angles.

G4HUN, G4VHF, G7SOZ, G7VJR,
G8TMV, MØBLF, MØDEG, MØKSL,
MØLCM, MØMJH, MØMJD, MØTDG,
MØTOC, MØTRN, MØTSH, MØVFC,
MØXOS, MØZXA, M1BXF, M1MAJ and
M6BBX. Correct power was used for all
QSOs, with the linear being disabled for the
2E operators and the power further reduced
for the M6s. With the 2Es and the M6 we
generally called with a Full callsign first and
then asked the T32 op to listen for a weaker
Intermediate or Foundation call. This
worked, but the calls were rarely picked up
correctly the first time and it was perhaps a
bit stressful for these new ops to have
G3ZAY standing over them telling them to
repeat various parts of their calls!

From the experience of T32C and of other
very successful expeditions you should
seriously consider a seaside location -mor if
you cannot achieve this, try another
country! Anything else will be a
compromise.
Clive Penna, GM3POI
________________________________

Seven undergraduates worked T32 and it
was the first-ever QSO for four of them! In
total 16 CUWS members and 13 Camb
Hams made QSOs.

G3ZAY
Working T32 from CUWS.
Since two of our members (G4AXX and
G7VJR) would be on the DXpedition and
we knew the team wanted as many unique
UK calls in the log as possible, we decided
not only to encourage students to come out
to the shack, but also to open the shack at
set times for any local amateurs who wanted
to have a go. The best propagation seemed
to be around 1800 BST, with bands from
14-28 MHz all workingm- so the shack was
opened from 1700-1800z on three different
dates. There was a further slot at around
0700-0930z one Saturday for those wanting
to try LF. Signals were generally excellent
on the HF bands at around 1700z - and even
when they weren't the T32 operators were
still able to hear us calling. Several people
commented that it was just too easy with
400W and a beam! A number of them got
several band slots on SSB and a few even
tried CW.

Martin Atherton, G3ZAY
________________________________

According to the shack notebook the
following operators made at least one QSO
from G6UW:

But somehow I must have mixed up the
dates, seeing as I booked my flight to
Honolulu one week too early. It was a cheap
flight and I couldn't change the booking, so
I decided to go. It turned out that I would
arrive on the same day as Neville and

DK1II
For the CQ WW 160m CW Contest in
January 2011 I teamed up with Falk,
DK7YY, and apart from having great fun
operating we chatted during daylight about
DX adventures etc. Falk talked about
FSDXA and 3B7C and he mentioned T32C.
I caught fire immediately and expressed my
interest in participating. Falk recommended
me to Neville and few weeks later I got the
message that there would be perhaps an
open slot to participate. I fed Neville with
all the info about me and my previous
activities, from one-man holiday activities
to other big expeditions like 5A7A and
ZL8X. My application was accepted,
hurrah, and I made the booking.

2EØEMR, 2EØGDI, 2EØNST, GØANV,
GØDDX, GØTPX, G3ZAY, G4EAG,
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Gordon, who were the advance party. I
volunteered immediately to join them, Air
Pacific accepted the change of my booking
from Honolulu to Kiritimati and I had the
great opportunity to become a member of
the advance party.

Being there one week ahead of the main
team, plenty of preparations had to be made.
Selecting the radio rooms, which materials
were available, can we connect the radio
sites with LAN cable, what cable length is
necessary, is the power in all rooms
working, are the rooms in a state that is
acceptable for a ham used to civilisation?
We explored London, the main town on the
island. But you can't compare it with any
place in Europe. It's very different and it is
Third World. Many questions had to be
raised and communicated with the main
team before their departure.

All started with a good cooked breakfast on
the morning after our arrival. It was a
Sunday. We had two days to collect or buy
plenty of stuff, which we would have to
carry to Kiritimati, as our container had
been lost in the Pacific. We hopped on a
local shuttle bus and went to Wal-Mart to
the electrical and tools department. After
buying extension cords, pliers, screwdrivers
and cables our shopping trolley was filled
up to the top. The last thing we bought was
a big suitcase, and after having passed the
cashier all the stuff was put into this
suitcase, ready to go to Christmas Island. I
met Neville and Gordon for the first time in
Honolulu and I must say I was impressed by
their efficient and pragmatic approach to
solving the problems and I liked their good
sense of humour and camaraderie. I felt
immediately as a team member.

During the day we worked our tasks off
Neville's list and, coming closer to sunset, I
learned that the „sun was under the yard
arm‟, meaning having a beer, relax and
reflect on the day and perhaps the tasks for
the following day. After a few days the task
of checking the conditions on the different
bands became more and more urgent. We
had two spider poles in our luggage and we
set up just a little vertical ground plane by
taping the wire radiators to the fibre glass
poles, laying a few radials on the ground
and switching on the FT-450. Neville
opened the test season, waking up the first
pile-up for T32C. The first condition tests
gave us a little impression of the pile-ups
which we could expect after having set up
the „real antennas‟ and switched on the
stations and linear amplifiers.

The next day we met Bill, KH6OO, and his
wife to pick up the laptops, which had to be
bought due to customs reasons in US
territory, and which were collected and
stored at Bill's home. We enjoyed a cold
beer and the beautiful view from his
balcony. Thanks, Bill, for your hospitality
then and on the way back for the grand tour
of „Mighty MO‟.

Time was moving fast and I joined Neville
to pick up the team at the airport. I was
elected to take a video of the arrival,
although I had never worked before as
camera man. We started the set-up of the
stations and antennas immediately after the
team had arrived. It was a fantastic crowd of
keen hams. It was a great atmosphere of
friendship and high dedication to make the
DXpedition a success. I feel I was always
well informed by the management team,
everything was well organized and the shifts
were so that everybody had attractive slots
on all bands from 160 to 10m. That was
really Five Star DX, and I think the number
of QSOs and records also prove that the

On the Tuesday morning the taxi was
packed with our stuff, Neville organised the
transport so that we arrived early at the
airport. That gave us some time to negotiate
a good rate for our excess luggage, and
Neville - in his charming manner convinced the Air Pacific ground hostess to
give us a good deal. After a three-hour flight
we arrived on the Wednesday at Cassidy
International Airport, Kiritimati, Republic
of Kiribati.
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operation itself was Five Star DX! I am
proud and grateful to have been a member
of this great team and hope to be able and
become invited to join the next FSDXA
activities.
Franz Nieberding, DK1II
________________________________

DXpedition set out to work all the 100W
and a dipole ops who wanted to call them. I
can only say they achieved this in a fantastic
manner. The quality of the operators and the
way they set up and operated their station is
the reason I am in the log.
Many congratulations and thanks from a
happy - and no doubt very weak - MMØ
and his wee bit of wire!

MMØBQI
I had not switched the radio on for over a
month due to work commitments, but badly
wanted to work T32C. It was no use me
trying from home, seeing as the local noise
from central heating systems in the morning
can wipe out any HF signals under S7. So it
was off to the seaside for a very early start
on the last Saturday of the operation.

Jim Martin, MMØBQI
___________________________________
MØOXO
What a fantastic job you all did and I
enjoyed the reads in the Digest and in
RadCom. It was a great job and no doubt
there will be lots of stories of how they all
worked you. But very pleased here with the
8 QSOs, only one SSB (my main mode) and
7 with very poor CW (soon to be my main
mode!), so I‟m amazed.

Located a few metres from the sea, this setup has successfully worked other
DXpeditions under trying conditions, so at
least I had a fighting chance. Set up the K3,
running 100W and a 40m wire vertical on a
12m Spiderbeam pole with two elevated
radials. Listened from about 0600 onwards
and then the signal started to come up on
40m at about 0640. After two calls T32C
was in the log. Well beyond what I had
hoped for, so how about trying 30m as well?
No luck folding over the 40m
elements/radials to the correct size - the
vertical would not resonate - so off came the
excess bits and it tuned up fine. They
showed up on 30m RTTY at about 0800 and
I was again in the log within a few minutes.

The 8 QSOs
were due not only to
persistence and a lot of time on my side, but
by excellent operating at your side: flawless
through all the hours I spent listening, with
a well-structured procedure which was
adhered to by all ops without exception. I
was running barefoot, 100W, into a 6-band
wire Hexbeam by MWØJZE at 15m. The
10m QSO was with 50W and was,
incidentally, exactly the same as 4W3A although on the day their signal was
stronger with me. The sad thing, having
read the reports, is that I need more! I need
all the stories. There isn't anywhere near
enough in the magazines for a four-weekend
event. Do you fancy doing a book, by any
chance?

No 30m CW at this time, so off to try 20m,
again snipping the vertical and radials to
size. Lots of noise on 20m, but heard them
calling CQ at 0923 and bang, in the log
again. 20m was wiped out by EU noise, so I
thought I would go back to 30m and try
CW. I added the bits I had cut off back on to
the aerial and just before 1100 they were in
the log. Four QSOs, three bands, two
modes. No massive pile-ups, no sussing out
listening patterns or frequencies, no DX
police, no frustrations - just in the log!
I can claim no great credit for these QSOs
(except getting up really early!). The

Congratulations to all the CDXC ops. It was
a great event which outweighed my
expectations, especially in the most dire set
of circumstances you could have really had.
Thank God the propagation played its part
too.
Charles Wilmott, MØOXO
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I pictured the Malicious Dupe as some rare
species of tropical bird of prey.

G4FAL
A few brief musings from the trip:

“CQ CQ Tango Three Two Charlie - Tokyo
Three Two Canada.”

On the way out with the second group we
were carrying an additional FT-450D, some
fibreglass poles and some wire and therefore
thought it would be churlish not to try to
work the guys on the island from our hotel
at Waikiki, Honolulu as KH6/G4FAL etc.
We assembled a 20m dipole with half the
aerial projecting from the balcony on the
sixth floor. Soon came a heavy knock at the
door: “Hotel security here. We have a report
of a huge pole erected over the street from
your room.” Undeterred, having removed
the pole, we managed four T32C contacts
using a dipole draped between our adjacent
room balconies.

“Say, what part of Canada are y‟all in?”
There was time to discuss what are the most
appropriate settings for a radio to cope with
receiving during pile-ups. This was
interesting and led me to contemplate the
philosophy of DXpedition operating versus
other amateur radio operating.
My thoughts boiled down to the simple
truism that in the majority of our radio
operating, whether DXing, contesting or
ragchewing, we are trying to pick one
station from a sea of stations who are not
calling us, but on a DXpedition we are
trying to pick one station from a sea of
stations who are also calling us. Personally I
chose to listen mainly with filters wide
open, AGC off and RF gain down but
continually adjusted – almost completely
the converse of what I would do under any
other circumstances.

Kiritimati was frequented by nocturnal land
crabs. These splendid creatures entertained
us during the night shifts – especially when
we encountered them whilst walking to and
from the various shacks in the dark. One
such fellow insisted on roosting in one of
the gentlemen‟s urinals. His claws and his
environment deterred us from removing
him, but left us with the dilemma as to
whether or not he would appreciate a
shower.

Prior to the trip I hadn‟t discovered
GM3SEK‟s web pages which are easily
found with Google. The balun designs with
Fair-Rite part number 2643167851 were
used pretty extensively as David, G3UNA,
in Tolkien fashion, carried a number of
these rings with him, in addition to other
rings which we were kindly loaned.

During the last two weeks of island
operation we were briefly introduced to the
possibility of a new phenomenon: the
Malicious Dupe. At the time Club Log
leader boards were ordered by number of
QSOs, but in the event of a tie, stations with
fewer dupes would be placed higher – rather
like goal difference in a football league
table. There was a suspicion that a station
might call us using another‟s callsign in
order to spawn a dupe for that other station,
which would gain the malicious caller a
competitive advantage.

Nick Totterdell, G4FAL

Of course it is a matter of speculation
whether the Malicious Dupe really existed,
but just in case the dupe factor was removed
from the Club Log leaderboards calculation.
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Expedition Antennas
Part 1
Don Field, G3XTT
With five FSDXA DXpeditions now behind
us, I thought it might be of interest if I
described the ways in which our thoughts
about antennas have evolved over the
period. Perhaps, in due course, some of my
colleagues may be prepared to put together
a similar retrospective on their various areas
of expertise.

which we installed initially at 30ft, but
which - later in the trip, and feeling brave we raised to 40ft.
For receive, we planned Beverages (as I
recall, there was very little literature on the
use of small loops etc. at that time).
Having thought we were being pretty
ambitious, once we became active the
limitations of our antenna system quickly
became apparent. One of the first lessons
was to avoid the use of multiband antennas,
as they serve to increase inter-station
interactions. For example, if you are running
on 10 and 15m, the 15m Yagi is also
resonant on 10m and vice versa, so there is a
level of mutual coupling between stations
that could be considerably reduced if
monoband antennas were being used.

When we embarked on 9MØC (Spratly) in
1998, most of us were relatively new to
DXpeditions and certainly to the planning of
them. So, to a large extent, we based our
thoughts on what we had seen others doing
(that said, running the fourth largest
expedition ever, as our first effort, means
we had certainly set our sights reasonably
high!).
Antenna-wise we pretty much adopted best
practice for the time. Rather than use a

As for the WARC bands, we quickly
realised that a single A3WS meant that we
were confined to operating just one of the
three WARC bands at a time, a serious
disadvantage as we had gone with enough
operators and stations to be able to run six
or seven stations simultaneously – during
the daytime this meant, for example,
wanting to be on 10 through 20m at the
same time. We solved the dilemma to an
extent by fabricating wire dipoles, supported
by some bamboo poles that we had sourced
in 9M6 on our way to the island (these were
20ft long, the sort of thing that you used to
see in the UK supporting rolls of carpet).

Battle Creek special for 160/80/40, as had
been common (I had experience of using
one as ZS9Z/V51Z), we went for the
recently launched 87ft Titanex vertical,
which would cover all three of those bands
when used with the Titanex ATU. But we
were by no means content with that and
planned for four-square arrays for both 80
and 40m, pretty ambitious by the standards
of the time. The former was groundmounted, with reduced-size Gladiator
verticals, the latter used full-size Gladiator
verticals, with elevated radials. For 20, 15
and 10m we had two A3S multiband Yagis,
which would be supported at 30ft, one with
the extended driven element to give as an
alternative 40m antenna at night. For the
WARC bands we had an A3WS, again at
30ft, and with the extended driven element
to give us 30m capability in addition to 17
and 12m. Finally, on the transmit side, we
took a 3-element monoband Yagi for 20m,

We were pretty happy with the LF bands.
The
40m
four-square
served
us
exceptionally well and has been a mainstay
of our efforts since (except this time, simply
because it was in the „missing‟ container).
The 80m four-square proved to be
something of a disappointment – it became
23

apparent that it was down on the big
Titanex. Unfortunately, of course, we
needed the latter for Top Band, where it
consistently put out a great signal. It wasn‟t
clear whether the poor performance was due
to the reduced-size verticals or for other
reasons (Neville subsequently used the
phasing box and control system with a fullsize 4-square at his home QTH to good
effect). Our Top Band problem was rather
different, which was that, until almost the
last day of the trip, we could hear very little
due to a constant 20dB over S9 noise level –
not for nothing is Indonesia and
surroundings known as the thunderstorm
capital of the world, and we were just one
hop away, so we caught the full blast of all
the tropical noise.

On 20m we retained the 3-element
monobander while, for 30m, we sourced a
2-element linear-loaded Yagi, as well as
fabricating a homebrew 2-element vertical,
eighth-wave spaced. 40m remained the
trusty 4-square, while on 80 we retained the
4-square box, but went to full-size quarterwave verticals (Titanex). Top Band also
remained the same, but we did plan to try
some alternative receiving arrays for 80 and
160m, and took plenty of wire, terminating
resistors etc. In addition, we took some
Force 12 VDA (vertical dipole) antennas for
20 and 15m, to try them out as an alternative
to the Yagis. All this required some pretty
substantial hardware. Although we planned
to stick with hand rotation, we still needed
lots of antenna supports for the Yagis and,
of course, oodles of low-loss coax. For
supports, we had military surplus push-up
masts for most of the Yagis (30ft typically),
but 40ft aluminium scaffold poles (two by
20ft sections) for 20 and 10m which, we
hoped, would be the money bands. This
formidable array of kit caused us to move
from the smaller packing crates we had used
for 9MØ to shipping in a full-size 20ft
container. This made a huge difference to
our planning and became a significant
element of our future success, an element
which only now, after the T32C experience,
do we need to review and re-evaluate in the
light of events and various technical
developments that have taken place in the
meantime (more on this later).

Given that the Spratly QTH gave us access
right to the sea front, in retrospect we would
have been better advised to use vertical
antennas throughout, but we were perhaps a
little naive at the time (and the various
articles which later appeared on the subject
simply hadn‟t been written back then). It did
become clear, when we raised the 20m
monobander, that the extra height was worth
having, though, as one would expect as it
improves the gain at lower angles.
On receive, we were never happy with the
Beverages and, indeed, the literature
suggests that they work best over insulating
(or, at least, low conductivity) ground. The
battle to hear on 160m was constant and
frustrating. That said, I remain convinced,
even 13 years later, that with the noise
levels we faced in those early days of the
trip, there is nothing that would have solved
the QRN problem – even a 20dB
improvement would have left us with an S9
noise level, well above the strength of most
signals from Europe and the USA.

To say things went well at D68C would be
something of an understatement. We
smashed the previous expedition QSO
record (from under 100K to a recordbreaking 168K) and 10m proved to be a ball
(propagation was at a peak). So much so
that we also realised we needed multiple
stations on 10m to take advantage of the
excellent propagation. As we still owned the
A3S tribanders, one was pressed into
service, with a 100W driver (reduced to
about 50W to allow for the 100% duty cycle
on FM), on 10m FM and we worked the
world, despite it being on such a long feed
run that the power into the antenna cannot

The Comoros and Beyond
Three years on, and we tried to put the
lessons learned into effect. We sourced fullsize monobanders for 10m (6-element Force
12) plus 12, 15 and 17 (4-element Force 12).
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have been more than about 20W. The other
HF antennas performed well and it was
interesting to compare the 15 and 20m
Yagis with the Force 12 vertical arrays we
had taken. I have more to say about the
topic later, but suffice to say that the Yagis
appeared to be at least as good as the
vertical arrays and generally superior. The
main points to note are that the vertical
arrays were at the top of the beach, as the
beach was public territory and we were not
allowed to put antennas any closer to the
sea, and that the 20m Yagi was on a 40ft
mast but on top of a small hillock of maybe
20ft, so a good 60ft about beach level.

properly, something which you really don‟t
need in an expedition situation. And, as it
happened, the two-element vertical array
seemed to work just as well (for the record,
this was made out of two CB verticals, with
some extra length added by way of an
unbent coat hanger – hi-tech indeed).
The LF antennas at D6 worked OK, but we
were by no means satisfied with the
performance of the 80m 4-square, despite
using full-size verticals. I have seen such 4square arrays work very well indeed (for
example, at the M6T contest station), so
there must have been an underlying
problem. It certainly didn‟t help that the
only place we could put it, with enough
room to lay out the extensive radial field
needed, was an area some way from the
beach and strewn not only with rough
volcanic rock, but also with all manner of
debris including razor wire and broken
glass. We determined, before the next trip,
to try and find another solution for 80m that
wouldn‟t require so much real estate and
would be easier to set up.

A short aside. This issue of beach access is
an interesting one, as it is crucial to making
verticals antennas work well. In both D6
and 3B9 we were constrained to avoid the
beach, as it was public territory, which
limited our options. One or two people
have said to me that we should never have
selected an operating location where we
were constrained in this way. But D6 is a
good example of why we should. There was
no other location on the island suitable for a
team the size we planned – the Galawa
Hotel was an ideal location on the north
coast of the island, with a great take-off
towards EU, JA and North America. And
we made a record number of contacts. Since
then the Galawa has been razed to the
ground, so there is no decent operating
location nowadays with the result that there
have been only a couple of small, singleoperator efforts from D6. If we had not gone
when we did, D6 would now be
approaching the Top Ten of the Most
Wanted lists. As it was, unless you came
into DXing in the last ten years, you almost
certainly have it on multiple bands.
Compromises of one sort or another are
inevitable in DXpedition planning, a topic I
take up in my DX column elsewhere in this
worthy publication.

As for receive antennas, a lot of work was
done by the late Victor, UT8LL, and we had
some success with a rhombic and, because
the ground was volcanic rock, the
Beverages also worked rather better than on
Spratly. We were increasingly coming to the
conclusion that there is no single answer for
receiving – it‟s a case of trying various
antennas (ideally having them switchselectable from the low band operating
positions) and see what works at any given
time.
3B9C Rodrigues
Rodrigues (3B9) was much the same as D6,
except that we set up additional antennas for
20, 15 and 10m (second monoband Yagis)
in order to maximise band openings. This
gave Tony, GØOPB, an additional
challenge in terms of minimising
interactions between multiple stations on the
same band, but that‟s for another article. For
30m we took a full-size 2-element Yagi,
after our unfortunate experiences with the

The HF Yagis worked well on D6 but the
30m linear-loaded Yagi proved to be a
nightmare to tune – it was up and down any
number of times before it performed
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linear-loaded Yagi. This was a lightweight
design, with the elements supported by fine
rope from the top of the mast. We were able
to put it up at 40ft and it performed well.
For 80m we had also undertaken tests at
Mike/G3SED‟s QTH and come to the
conclusion that a good solution was to use
our four quarter-wave verticals as two
separate phased pairs, one optimised for the
SSB end of the band and one for the CW
end (this meant different vertical heights,
and different lengths of phasing line). We
also decided to use chicken wire for the
earth system rather than multiple wire
radials. It would be much quicker to lay out
(and recover at the end of the expedition)
and, based on the tests at Mike‟s, didn‟t
appear to compromise the efficiency of the
system. For receive we had added even
more options, by way of small loops of
various types, although it so happened that
there was a line of old fence posts running
in exactly the right direction for Europe and
the US, which provided an ideal support

structure for a Beverage which turned out to
work reasonably well. Again, you have to
be prepared to use what turns out to be best
for the location – we have had limited
success, including there, with the small
loops – the literature tends to suggest that
they are compromised when close to
multiple other antennas, though I recall
having some success with a K9AY loop on
a Voodoo trip to Niger, if only because
there was insufficient space in the hotel
grounds to lay out a decent-length
Beverage.
We did take vertical antennas for the HF
bands to Rodrigues, dubbed Cyclone
verticals because we fabricated them
specifically as back-up antennas in the event
of extreme winds, when we would drop the
HF Yagis and still be able to be QRV. But,
in practice, they were never used.
[Part 2 to follow in the March 2011 Digest]

_____________________________________________________________________

Strange Goings-on at T32
(source: anonymous, from the Christmas Leaks website)
It appears that all is not as it seems in T32.
Common knowledge has it that Santa lives
somewhere in the Far North, amid all the ice
and snow. But it now seems that this is all a
fairy tale. It turns out that Santa lives on
Christmas Island – the name should surely
have been the clue, but nobody seems to
have noticed.

remaining from the nuclear tests conducted
on the island in the 1950s and 60s. But
again, doesn‟t the name suggest otherwise?
What the facility actually is, is the air
conditioning system for a series of
underground tunnels where Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs prepare all the presents
for Christmas.

Actually, as well as the name there were
other clues. Some of the T32C team
members found a strange installation about
ten minutes‟ walk from the Captain Cook
hotel. Behind barbed wire was a unit, with
pipes and fans, labelled „Snow White‟. A
search on Google brought up a page
showing that this was a radiationmonitoring facility, to detect any radiation

This year, though, problems arose with
Rudolf, the sleigh and the trusty reindeer.
Santa was at his wits‟ end as to how to get
the presents out of Christmas Island to all
the waiting children. Then fortune played
into his hands. A shipping container arrived
unexpectedly on the island, apparently
destined for a group of radio amateurs who
had already been and left. Never one to look
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a gift horse in the mouth, Santa commandeered the container to ship out all the
presents, meanwhile temporarily storing
(and, rumour has it, enjoying the use of) the
radio equipment – did you see those Cluster
spots for T32SC?.

would agree to handle the QSLs, getting
them printed and shipped.
So now we know. The name of Christmas
Island is no accident, and neither is the
name Snow White on that mysterious
installation. The container (obvious now)
won‟t be back in the UK until January. And
the QSLs won‟t arrive until all Santa‟s
Christmas deliveries have been done – but
look out for them to be delivered by
reindeer sometime in late January!

But it turns out that Neville, G3NUG, was
aware of these activities and, being Neville,
negotiated an arrangement. If Santa was to
use the shipping container, in return Santa

_____________________________________________________________________

Numbers for the New Year 2012
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
Numbers are funny things. They seem to get
in everywhere. Where would amateur radio
be without numbers?

participants in this long-running table
worked over 250 countries on CW during
the year.

But let‟s just start with the single worst use
of „numbers‟ within amateur radio: the
working of pile-ups „by numbers‟. The less
said about that terrible operating style, the
better.

Club Log and LoTW: both expanding
fast
Another source of useful numbers for the
year is Michael/G7VJR‟s Club Log, which
continues to grow in popularity and which
provides ever-expanding services to both
DX chasers and to DXpeditions. Club Log
rounded out the year with some 8,000 users
(with 10,000 callsigns) and a database
containing about 75 million QSOs. One
particularly interesting statistic from Club
Log is the 45% that CW still represents in
the overall Club Log database. As anyone
involved with DXpeditions knows: CW
operating is alive and well!

With the old year having just passed and the
brand new year 2012 just starting, there‟s
plenty of scope for the tracking of some inyear numbers. During 2011 there‟s been a
welcome increase in sun spot activity,
resulting in the HF bands springing back
into life again. According to the useful
WM7D solar information website the
maximum sunspot number for the year was
208 on 9 November and the highest flux
number was 190 on 24 November. This
latter peak luckily coincided with the CQ
WW SSB Contest, resulting in superb
worldwide conditions on 10m that weekend.

The ARRL‟s LoTW continues to expand
dramatically too. [However given the
clogging problems experienced with
uploads at around the time of the CQ WW
SSB Contest in October, some might think
that the technology behind LoTW is perhaps
not keeping up with the demand.] At the end
of 2011 there were nearly 400 million QSO

Meanwhile the improvement in HF
conditions has also resulted in larger
country-total scores in the Annual UK CW
Table run by John, G3WGV. Several top
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records on LoTW resulting in nearly 50
million matches (or „QSLs‟).

shadow over other equally valuable awards
from other societies. The Commonwealth
Century Club award run by the RSGB is a
fascinating and highly challenging award.
However, the CCC and many other superb
awards, no longer attract some much
interest because they are not so well
organised and equipped as the ARRL with
its LoTW for DXCC. Yes, DXCC is the
world‟s top amateur radio operating award
for sure, but let‟s try to find a way of
providing a LoTW-style service for other
awards too.

LoTW is primarily used for updating DXCC
claims. When the service first started,
DXCC chasers would submit their QSL
cards together with perhaps a few claims
from LoTW. Initially these so called
„hybrid‟ claims were typically mostly cards,
but with only a few LoTW credits.
However, over the past few years this has
changed significantly and, certainly in the
case of G3TXF, the „QSL card‟ element has
reduced with each DXCC update claim. A
higher proportion of each claim is on
LoTW, with correspondingly fewer cards
needed to be submitted. And for the first
time in late 2011 G3TXF joined the ranks of
the many who have made „LoTW only‟
claims. Yes, there are still incoming QSLs
from DXpeditions and others, but in some
circumstances a DXCC update claim can be
made entirely electronically with LoTW.
This is indeed a great step forward for
DXCC.

Just consider what would happen to, say, the
RSGB Commonwealth Century Club award,
if the LoTW database could be used (on a
sub-contractor basis by the RSGB) for the
managing of the award. Perhaps the
ARRL‟s LoTW designer team could be
persuaded to create LoTW „modules‟ that
could be sold and used by other societies for
managing their own awards, but still based
on the core LoTW QSO-QSL database. OK,
maybe I‟m just pipe dreaming! But we‟re
allowed to have dreams at the beginning of
the year.

These LoTW-only updates are only made
possible by the DX-peditions which, in a
positively ham-friendly manner, upload
their full logs soon after the end of the
operation. A growing number of
DXpeditions thankfully are doing this.
Those that still insist on stubbornly holding
back their LoTW log for „six months‟ or
some other fictitious time period, are in an
ever diminishing minority.

Contest log submission: minutes
now, not weeks
Now back to the numbers. Contests are a
fruitful source of numbers in amateur radio.
Scores, multipliers, QSO totals, points,
duplicates etc. CDXC member Steve/
GW4BKG has been painstakingly creating a
fascinating online archive of the „Short
Wave Magazine‟. This was a very popular
UK amateur publication before its demise
sometime in the 1980s. An article that Steve
sent me was one I had written describing
operating the CQ WW CW contest from
Alderney in 1982 and 1983. The main thing
that struck me when re-reading this article
was (apart from the youthfulness of the
operators in the photos!) the commentary on
the amount of time that it took to prepare
and submit the contest log. Weeks, if not
months! Logs were copied out laboriously
by hand. Duplicates were identified and
deleted by means of elaborate handwritten

New Year’s wish
Just because it‟s the turn of the year,
perhaps we could be allowed one wish. My
wish would be that greater use of the
ARRL‟s powerful LoTW resource could be
made for the awards offered by societies
other than just the ARRL. For the DXCC
Award Program LoTW is superb. And of
course for ticking off your 50 states (across
the various bands and modes) for WAS
LoTW is also great. However, the
predominance of LoTW used in conjunction
with DXCC does inadvertently caste a
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dupe sheets. What a palaver! Just compare it
to today with computer logging for contests.
At the end of the contest the log can be
submitted online within minutes of the end
of the contest. Gone are the days of
handwritten logs and handwritten dupe
sheets. The main hold-up in submitting a
contest log online can simply be the time to
think of something interesting to write in the
„soapbox‟!

9A Croatian CW Contest in early December
helped push G3TXF‟s all-time home QSO
total past the 300,000 mark. The year‟s high
activity was no doubt helped by the
welcome increase in sunspot numbers. The
QSO total (19,000) on overseas DX trips in
2011 was also a good year, with trips to
VP2MXF for BERU and to St Helena
(ZD7XF) in June. A small side trip was also
made to EA9. The combined total of 39,300
QSOs made during 2011 was a record for a
single year.

QSO numbers
One important number for G3TXF when
looking back over a year is always the QSO
total. 2011 has been a busy year for G3TXF
with 20,300 QSOs made from home (yes,
mostly in contests). There was a concerted
effort to increase the home QSO total during
2011 because a significant landmark total
was looming on the horizon. An entry in the

Closing numbers
Whether it‟s our DXCC score, our band
points, our contest scores, our QSO totals
(either at home or on DXpeditions) or our
awards totals, numbers do play an important
part everywhere in amateur radio.

Charity where you give nothing but time
I tried this plea in a CDXC Digest over a year ago, but thought I would try once again. If I
get ONE volunteer from this, it will be ONE more than I got last time. Come on, guys, it‟s
not beneath you to teach some of the newer fellas. Put something back into the hobby.
Some of you run and partake in the major DXpeditions that the hobby can offer. Surely
you can spare a little time teaching others to increase your QSO rate.
Our hobby is devoid of a Morse test. Hence it follows, as night the day; we have lots of
new operators, who can use HF, with no knowledge of Morse at all. If this situation
persists, Morse „could‟ die out. Yes, it is unlikely, but it is possible. If you feel strongly
enough about the continuation of Morse, especially for working DX and more importantly
DX-peditions, then please consider giving an hour of your week to some of your local new
licensees and put something back into the hobby.
The reward, when listening to some who attain the enthusiasm that we have, is
gratification enough. Not only that, it really is a lot of fun along the way to the target
figure of 30 wpm.
G3LDI
roger@g3ldi.co.uk
(01508) 570278
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The RTTY Column
Roger Cooke, G3LDI
problems. What we really need, now that we
have a 200 kHz band, is conformity with the
other HF bands, but we shall have to wait
until other IARU Regions firstly get the full
200 kHz and secondly an IARU meeting to
consider all regional band plans. It would be
good to have the RTTY/PSK and other data
modes on around 7.090 MHz just like the
other HF bands. Time will tell.

Happy New Year
The party‟s over, it‟s time to call it… a New
Year! A very happy 2012 to all who read
this stuff! T32C is over, and we are now just
reading all about it. It doesn‟t seem long
since it was being announced at the RSGB
Convention. I guess another marathon is
being considered as I write this. I wonder
where that will be. North Korea, I hope! Not
much chance of that, but let‟s hope there is
plenty of DX for all of us to work in 2012
and long may 10m continue to be open.

MMTTY Profiles
The AA6YQ-FIR-512 profile is optimised
for weak signal decoding. To make it easier
to obtain this profile, Dave Bernstein
AA6YQ has posted a USERPARA.INI file
in
www.dxlabsuite.com/winwarbler/USERPA
RA.INI

New Year’s Resolutions
Did you make any? If so, how many have
you broken so far? I have made a few to
take into 2012, but whether they will
materialise or not is another matter. One that
I should really get to grips with is my
DXCC claim. I intended waiting until P5
was activated, but that looks slimmer by the
day, so I have every intention of doing it
now before I am too late. My RTTY DXCC
is now going to be called a Digital DXCC,
something I did not want, but again I left it
too late. I have over 200 countries
confirmed on RTTY, but I‟m not sure of the
actual total. So, if you have a target like
that, go for it, as it could be too late by the
time you get to do it.

This file defines the following 8 profiles:









Standard RTTY
Fluttered Signals
Flutter Signals (FIR)
23 Hz RTTY (MMTTY)
Multi-path
hyper sensitive
EU1SA
AA6YQ-FIR-512

To use it:

Spectrum Forum

1. Terminate MMTTY

The Spectrum Forum meeting was attended
on behalf of BARTG by Ian Brothwell,
G4EAN. Our main concern was 40 metres.
BARTG always get complaints following a
contest from the QRP CW guys and this
year we received a complaint from the JT65
users. I had no idea that this mode was used
on HF, seeing as HF usually has signals that
you can actually hear and I thought JT65
was in the noise level and not audible.
However, 40 metres has had a few cosmetic
changes which hopefully will address these

2. In the folder that contains your
MMTTY.EXE file, rename the existing
USERPARA.INI
file
to
USERPARA_ORIG.INI
3.
Save
www.dxlabsuite.com/winwarbler/USERPA
RA.INI into the folder that contains your
MMTTY.EXE file
4. Start MMTTY, open the Profile menu,
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and verify that the eight profiles
listed above are available; then choose the
one you wish to use.

The 10 metre RTTY Contest
Although I did not take part, this contest
was very well supported. Propagation really
opened up the band and the activity was just
amazing and some very nice DX was about.
Power levels are not too important on this
band and with just a maximum of 100W it is
easy to work the world. Unfortunately my
transceiver was sick, so I could not even
listen! Hopefully the band will still be active
in 2012. I think it was a good idea to restrict
the power to 100W and even some of the
Foundation licensees could work the DX
with 10W. So if you missed it like me, plan
to take part next year.

If desired, you can revert to your original
USERPARA.INI
file
by
doing
the following in the folder that contains
your MMTTY.EXE file
5. Terminate MMTTY
6. Delete USERPARA.INI
7. Rename USERPARA_ORIG.INI to
USERPARA.INI
8. Start MMTTY

RSGB CC Contests
If you instead wish to insert the AA6YQFIR-512
profile
into
your
existing USERPARA.INI file, you can
download it via

These start again in February this year, so it
looks like a shorter season. Coupled with
the new rules and separate categories, it
could be very interesting to see how it pans
out. NARC will be in there and we hope to
have a few more on Data this year. Our Data
Workshops are going well and although it is
quite daunting for some of the new licensees
to get onto the Data modes, the Workshops
and Contest Nets are proving invaluable.

www.dxlabsuite.com/winwarbler/AA6YQFIR-512.txt
You can then use a text editor like Notepad
to insert it into the USERPARA.INI file in
the same folder that your MMTTY.EXE file
lives. As Joe, W4TV, has pointed out,
stand-alone MMTTY is limited to 8
profiles, so you may have to remove a
profile from your USERPARA.INI to make
room for this one; if you have a profile
named AA6YQ in your USERPARA.INI
file, simply replace it with the AA6YQ-FIR512 profile. Then restart MMTTY.

There have been several suggestions to the
Contest Committee for changes to the Data
sections. One was originally from me and
that was to change RTTY Baud rate to 75
instead of 45.45. This would be a challenge
in that 80 metres is not good for RTTY
anyway and an increase in Baud rate could
lead to repeat requests. However, in the
BARTG Sprint75 a few more entries in the
report macro usually took care of that,
unless the band is exceptionally unstable, in
which case even 45.45 Baud would be
tenuous. Still, I thought that was the idea
anyway, not to make it easy for ourselves
but to provide these challenges. Another
suggestion was to allow PSK63 as that
would liven up the soul-destroying pace of
PSK, which was not designed for
contesting. The only problem with this is the
bandwidth. Obviously PSK63 would use

The information above is now permanently
available via
www.dxlabsuite.com/dxlabwiki/AA6YQFIR-512
MMTTY is one of the most popular
programs used for RTTY and Dave has
taken over from JE3HHT, Makoto Mori, the
original author, so we might see
modifications from time to time.
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twice the bandwidth and for PSK we only
have 3 kHz to start with.

adjudicator saying that as he was an
adjudicator he could not enter the contest.
Why? Just because you are an adjudicator it
does not follow that you will make more
QSOs than anyone else.
Whatever your Data favourite, oil the
teleprinter, check the gaps and tensions,
adjust the polar relay, make sure you have
loads of paper, and put the silence cover on.
Aw shucks, that came from the 1960s!
Have fun anyway.

Actually, there is no rule that states we are
NOT allowed the use of these higher speeds,
both RTTY and PSK. Would it be a good
idea for somebody to start this off? We only
have 90 minutes to play, so it would be a
brave man who decided to use other
standards in such a short time. Perhaps a
„round robin‟ e-mail 24 hours before we
start saying that “Tonight we all ought to try
75 Baud RTTY and PSK63” might help. I
doubt it somehow! I do know that if there is
someone willing to change he might have
problems. I did make a few PSK63 QSOs in
one CC, but I soon reverted back to PSK31.

73 de Roger, G3LDI

Please do not make one whole evening PSK,
however. I did see one e-mail from an
_____________________________________________________________________

E-mail to the Editor
From G4FSU
Having just enjoyed reading (as always) the
latest CDXC Digest, I do feel I should
comment
on
one
point
within
Nigel/G3TXF's excellent article on „40m –
it‟s just like a brand-new band‟. [page 46]

an RTTY operator above 7060 kHz is still
operating within the band plan, as is a CW
operator. And, as you correctly state, there
should be no activity other than CW below
7040 kHz. This includes PSK31, where
some operators are still using 7035 kHz.
This should now be 7040 kHz.

The reference to the Digi band between
7040-7060 kHz and encroachment of SSB
activity in that segment rather implies that
SSB is not permitted below 7060 kHz. In
actual fact 7040-7060 kHz is part of the All
mode segment of the band plan, with 70407050 kHz available for modes up to 500Hz
in bandwidth, and 7050 kHz and above
available to modes of up to 2700 Hz
bandwidth.

As Nigel very sensibly states, some
flexibility of the band plan is inevitable,
probably even desirable, during major
contests. Band plans will never be perfect,
but the IARU spends much time in trying
ensure a peaceful coexistence between all
different users of our bands, and no band
plan should ever replace the requirement for
every operator to ensure he or she operates
with due consideration to other users of the
frequency and to the relevant licence
conditions.
Ian, G4FSU

Whilst this may seem pedantic, an SSB
operator on 7053 kHz (suppressed carrier
frequency, or dial frequency) is operating
within the band plan, as is a digi-mode
operator on the same frequency (although
hopefully not at the same time!). Similarly,

RSGB HF Manager
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Contest
Lee Volante, GØMTN
Welcome to the first 2012 „Contest.‟ This
time I‟ll look at one of the thorny issues that
has been growing in the recent DX contests,
consider how you might win your first
contest certificate or plaque, what contesting
goals you may have for the coming year,
and other recent HF Contesting news.

identification from the other station is not
forthcoming. More simultaneous callers
make it more difficult to pick out full calls
first time, and the rate drops. The peak rates
achievable on CW and SSB occur during
hours when there is a constant small number
of stations calling, and also average signals
are good enough for comfortable contacts,
and most of the calling operators are
proficient enough to make speedy, efficient
QSOs. The first hours of operating from a
brand new DXCC entity will have a far
higher demand and volume of stations
calling, but the rate achievable is likely to
be far from record-breaking.

Station Identification
After a major contest has finished it‟s
always interesting to read how others
experienced the event from their reports on
the 3830 reflector, the UK or CQ contest
reflectors, or indeed any personal blogs or
websites that contesters contribute towards.
It‟s fascinating to compare if the good or
bad conditions that you found at a particular
time, or on a particular band, were seen by
other entrants both near and far. Operating
behaviour is also often commented on – the
spread of the stations, comments about
crowding and congestion, pile-up behaviour
and so on.
One of the typical recent complaints postcontest is against stations running on a
frequency who don‟t identify themselves
frequently. There are several reasons why
this might be done – to potentially speed up
rate, or to control the volume of people
calling at once, for example. For the
growing proportion of „assisted‟ entrants
searching the band, this is not so much of a
problem as it is for unassisted ones, as there
will often be a cluster or skimmer spot
identifying the „mystery pile-up‟ made in
the last 10 to 15 minutes.

As a potential protest against this sort of
operating, there have been some recent
instances of what would appear to be
deliberately busted (incorrect) spots placed
onto the cluster network during big contests.
When the contest is adjudicated, the loss of
points caused by blindly following busted
spots might make some contesters who are
relying too heavily on other spotters to
identify stations think twice. This sounds
good in principle, although in practice by
the time the results are announced, most
„spot followers‟ might not remember, realise
or even care they have lost more points than
they needed to. The more diligent contesters
will have been waiting to identify the other
station themselves by ear anyway. For
contests where both stations lose points for
any errors in either party‟s QSO
information, then the issue of infrequent
identification could harm the points total of
those stations running too.

The running contest station uses the fact that
new callers can be generated from the
various spotting networks even without
them identifying themselves. The lack of
identification is also used as a way of
managing the pile-up. Many unassisted
stations will simply move on after a while if

Dupe contacts don‟t cause additional
penalties in contests, other than in terms of
the time spent making them. Although it is
(at present) a CQing station‟s right to
identify when they like, many of the people
waiting for the callsign identification will
see this as selfish. If enough people call the
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unknown station CQing anyway, and then
ask for their call whilst in QSO, the
combined action of an increased dupe date,
or the time wasted interrupting the rhythm
of the contacts as people ask “What‟s your
call?” or send “CL?” on CW, perhaps
eventually it will be seen that not
identifying often is a false economy. The
worry is that this subtlety would be lost on
them and it won‟t be possible to influence
this behaviour.

be more taxing than other events. Similarly,
many CQ operators can be proficient in DX
pile-ups at 30wpm+, or run stations in a
contest for hours at a similar speed, but may
struggle in a ragchew as there is not as
much mental preparation or pre-filling
available than when much of the exchange
is expected in manageable bite-size
portions. Being a proficient „ragchew‟
operator will leave you in good stead as a
contest operator – copying the code
accurately should be mechanical and second
nature – your ability to do well in the
contest should be largely down to your
focus on strategy, so devote as much of your
energy here as possible.

There has been a response that it is better to
reduce the volume of callers in this way,
and hence perhaps 200 QSOs may be
logged in an hour, instead of 150 if there
was an even bigger pile-up. With more
QSOs able to be made, surely that should be
a good thing for everyone, so it‟s been
argued. The problem is that the proportion
of „assisted‟ entrants in that pot of 200
would be far higher than if there had been
frequent identification.

Another suggestion is that the contest rules
should require that stations identify between
a minimum of QSOs. Automated wideband
receivers are already recording whole
contests, and it‟s getting easy for any
reported transgressions to be reported to
contest organisers, and for them to verify
the activity and take action on it.

One other idea circulated is that the best
operators will identify after each and every
QSO. This isn‟t quite correct. The best
operators will identify themselves very
often, and at least after every two or three
QSOs. Their skill is making you think that
they identified after every QSO. Except for
those with very long callsigns,
eg
CEØY/SM6CUK, your callsign is often
interchangeable for „QRZ or CQ Contest‟ at
the end of a transmission to indicate you are
listening for new callers. It helps to define
the rhythm of a QSO and helps to inform
anyone listening when they are expected to
call, especially if there is some interference
on the channel. This is similar to the
„redundant‟ 59 / 599 signal reports, which in
reality are far from redundant and form
excellent ways to mentally spread out QSO
information. The reports give operators just
a moment‟s break to finish mentally
processing the callsign received, and then
switch to the report. Contests that hurl
callsigns and multiple sets of QSO
information with little break eg RSGB
RoPoCo, ARRL Sweepstakes, and the
variety of Sprint contests, are often said to

Contest entry dedication
Climbing to the top of the results table
requires lots of dedication. Many operate
from remote locations through necessity
because they have no station at home, or are
not able to erect competitive antennas in the
typical British suburban garden. Whilst the
loss of a number of home comforts can be a
burden when operating from sheds, tents or
the back of a car or van, this approach has
the benefit of removing you from some of
the perils of contesting in the home
environment. In reading some post-contest
reports
recently,
I‟ve
spotted
Ken/GØORH‟s wife insisting that he take a
break away from the CQ WW contest for
dinner, presumably during some peak-rate
high-band opening, and Paul/GØWAT had
to contend with „Strictly Come Dancing‟
whilst bravely operating from the living
room itself. I‟m sure many of us will be
familiar with similar things ourselves, and
come to suitable compromises.
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It‟s been said before that if your antenna
system is not at risk of falling down, then
it‟s not big or high enough. I don‟t
necessarily endorse this statement, although
I can agree with some of the logic. Much of
the UK, and especially Scotland, has seen
very high winds through December time,
some of which has caused damage and
destruction to antennas and supports.
GM4AFF and GM4YXI amongst others
have made comments that there are frequent
outstanding antenna repairs at this time of
year. There‟s a ratio of antenna works to
actual operating to consider. A much
simpler antenna system would require less
maintenance, but the performance achieved
would then be far less too.

Targets for 2012, and your first
contest wall plaque
It‟s only natural for a radio amateur‟s
interests within the hobby to change over
time. For a contester this will mean having
some short term targets or goals. In 2011 a
trend I‟d noted about my own activity was
to operate high power more often than low
power in many weekend contests. The QSO
rates went up, the number of DX QSOs
went up, but invariably the overall placing
in the results table went down. Despite
being more fun, it‟s more difficult to
compete, as invariably more of those in the
high power sections will have large
antennas at height, and their power output
may be many dB greater than what I was
running. These serious contesters will be
more likely taking shorter or no sleep
breaks, and likely far better operators into
the bargain.

Space or economy reasons leave many
operators with antennas with traps, capacity
hats and linear loading, all of which through
their complexity or increased parts total are
likely to require more maintenance than
simpler, albeit larger designs. Antennas
installed close to houses are more likely to
cause, and be afflicted by RFI and EMC
issues. So it‟s not just the largest stations
that need to consider maintenance to keep
their stations running efficiently.

So for 2012 what particular targets might
you have? We are in a WRTC qualifying
period, and even if you‟re unlikely to be
taking a trip to New England in 2014, it can
be fun to see how high you can climb. Kazu,
MØCFW aka JK3GAD, is doing very well
at present, thanks to a variety of Single-Op
and Multi-Op entries from GJ, OH, and
AH2R, including activity from the OH8X
and DR1A superstations. Closer to home
Gerry,, GIØRTN, could be one to watch
climb next year, following successful multiop entries from G6PZ and also a recent
record breaking trip to DR1A for CQ WW
CW.

As a side note, I‟d read or seen pictures over
the period of the high winds where
contesters with towers have luffed them
over before the big winds blew. In many
cases, though, the tower cannot be tilted
right over due to the size of the antennas
mounted on them. Is this tilting over of the
mast primarily to reduce the risk of damage
to the antennas by having them at a lower
height, rather than the tower itself? Is a
telescopic tower safer in a vertical position,
with sections nested, with no load on any
wire ropes, and the system guyed, or is it
better to have the tower luffed over to some
extent without support from guys, and some
load placed on the luffing rope and winch
brake? I guess there‟s no absolute right and
wrong here, and I‟d be happy to publish any
comments or experiences next time.

The RSGB continues to expand and refine
it‟s own HF contest programme, with a
number of Club AFS events, or the HF
Championship for example. There has never
been such a variety of choice available, and
many events have been tweaked and tailored
to maximise the support and the fun they
will generate.
Perhaps winning some certificates or even a
plaque for the first time could be a goal
With a little bit of careful planning, this
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might be easier than you think. Study the
rules for a number of events on the Internet.
The Russian DX Contest had a plaque
awarded to the leading station in Zone 14
running 100W or less. The SP DX Contest
in 2011 had a plaque available for the top
score from the British Isles. Jonathan,
GØDVJ, scooped up the honours here.

print off their own certificates for any
placing in the contest. It‟s debateable if only
awarding the top stations is an incentive to
improve and try harder, or if the option for
everyone to print their own memento from
the contest also drives up participation
more.
Commonwealth Contest 2012

In the IARU HF Championship in July,
many of the leading contesters will be
involved with the HQ station entry, again
meaning that your chance to be top of the
other categories available will be higher.
Also in WRTC years, there are frequently
awards available for contacting as many of
the WRTC entrants as possible. The prizes
have included certificates, T-Shirts and
trophies to entice entrants to keep searching
for the WRTC stations. This has helped
drive up the WRTC entrants QSO total to
3,000 QSOs in 24 hours.

2012 will be the 75th Commonwealth
Contest and to celebrate this there will be a
prize draw which every entrant making
more than 75 valid QSOs will be entered.
The prize for the lucky winner will be an
RFSpace SDR-IQ Software Defined Radio
generously donated by Martin Lynch of ML
& S. Martin will draw the prize winner at
the RSGB Convention in October.
With interest in the Commonwealth contest
increasing in recent years, in part due to the
„team contest‟ element introduced, a few
hours of diligent operating should mean that
even very limited stations should be able to
achieve this 75 QSO target, and work some
nice DX at the same time. The improving
solar activity should give more possibilities
on 10m than we‟ve seen for up to eight
years too.

The recent Stew Perry Top Band Distance
Contest has a number of quirky awards
available, for example the „You might be
Irish‟ plaque awarded for the top number of
QSOs with callsigns with „EI‟ in them. Top
mobile station, top station with a small
antenna / garden, and awards for interhemisphere QSOs are listed alongside
awards for more typical achievements of
being Top High Power / Low Power / QRP
station.

10m RTTY and ARRL 10m Contests
The inaugural 10m RTTY contest was held
in December, just a week before the longstanding ARRL 10m Contest in which
operators can use CW or SSB. With the
increasingly exciting conditions now seen
on 10m, these two contests gave newer
operators an excellent chance to fill in slots
for a DXCC or Worked All States award,
and virtually complete the LoTW Triple
Play award for contacting all of the states on
voice, CW and digital modes. Over 600 logs
were submitted for the RTTY contest,
which was a 24-hour, 100W maximum
event.

There are other similar niches to look into.
Consider spending a few hours looking for
stations in the many USA State QSO parties
as these may give awards. Whilst there will
still be competition for all of these
mentioned, it will be a much more
achievable goal than going up against the
whole of Europe in CQ WW, for example.
The CQ WW contests are a good place to
start hunting for certificates; through the
sheer number of categories available a
focussed effort on a particular band / power
/ assisted combination may pay off. Other
contest sponsors, for example the German
DARC, now offer entrants the ability to

The ARRL 10m conditions did not quite
live up to those seen during the CQ WW
weekends, but still provided many
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worldwide contacts. West Coast USA was
difficult from the UK, as was Japan, but
high volumes of USA and VE stations were
logged by many as well, as up to 100 DXCC
entities. My soapbox comment for this was
that I‟d made more QSOs than in at least the
last six contests put together. Echoes on
signals made resolving distant and local
stations quite difficult at times, but that was
all part of the challenge. Trying to work out
if these were round the world F2 layer

echoes, or part F2 and part Es backscatter
added to the fun. Many records will have
fallen, but hopefully next year will be even
better. Many EU and world records have
remained intact for over a decade, and will
need conditions reminiscent of the „work the
world with a piece of wet string‟ type in
order for them to fall. Roll on next
December!
73 Lee, GØMTN

_____________________________________________________________________

VP6T Pitcairn Preparations
Nigel Cawthorne, G3TXF
In mid-January G3TXF will be part of a
team of five DXers who are planning to
operate from Pitcairn for two weeks as
VP6T. The group is being organised by
French DXer and contester Jacques, F6BEE.
The other members are Vincent, F4BKV;
Michel, FM5CD, and Gilles, VE2TZT. This
is a similar team to the TX4T operation
from Tahiti in February 2010. For TX4T the
team also included Phil, FO8RZ, who was
living in Tahiti at the time. Phil has since
returned to France and the VP6T group has
been joined by the youthful French DXer
Vincent, F4BKV, as well as by Michel,
FM5CD, who has been on a number of
major operations over the years.

If things go to plan there will be about 48
hours of stopover in Tahiti (before flying on
to Mangareva), during which time there
should be some operation as TX6T. Early
on Tuesday morning, 17 January, we are
scheduled to fly from Tahiti to Mangareva,
and then in the early afternoon to board the
yacht (appropriately called „Pitcairn‟) which
is due to take us on the voyage across to
Pitcairn. The sailing from Mangareva to
Pitcairn could take up to two/three days,
depending on the weather conditions. All
timings on this whole operation are most
definitely weather-dependent.
Several antenna masts, cables and station
accessories have already been air-freighted
from France to Tahiti. These have been
added to various other items including more
masts, coax and an Alpha amp which were
left behind in Tahiti by the TX4T operation
two years ago. This equipment is being
shipped by sea from Tahiti to Mangareva
and is expected to arrive in Mangareva well
before the operators do. The VP6T team
travelling from London/Paris will be handcarrying four K3 radios as well as three
lightweight amps. In total it is planned to
have three operational stations at VP6T, but
also with enough equipment for one standby
station.

Getting to Pitcairn (the smallest of the
British Overseas Territories) is not easy.
There is no airport on Pitcairn. The sea is
the only way to get to Pitcairn. The group‟s
initial rendezvous point will be Tahiti in
French Polynesia. The four French ops will
be flying to Tahiti from Paris with a short
stopover in Los Angeles. G3TXF will be
arriving in Tahiti (from London) a few
hours after the French operators. The next
part of the journey to Pitcairn is the threehour internal (within French Polynesia)
flight from Tahiti to Mangareva, which is
the French Polynesian island situated closest
to Pitcairn.
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The tentative timetable suggests that VP6T
will be operational by late on Friday, 20
January (early Saturday, 21 January, GMT).
It is hoped to be on the air for two full
weeks. The boat to take us back to
Mangareva is due to leave Pitcairn on
Saturday morning, 4 February. The once-aweek flight back from Mangareva is on
Tuesday, 7 February. By the time the
operators get back home they will have been
four weeks away for just two weeks on the
air on Pitcairn as VP6T.

antennas. Although the emphasis during the
early part of the VP6T operation will
certainly be on CW and SSB, we will be
endeavouring to have a full-time RTTY
station during the latter part of the
operation. Again subject to local conditions,
it is planned to upload the VP6T logs to
both Club Log and LoTW as frequently as
practicable, and ideally daily.
If there is any time available to operate from
Mangareva (which is the rare IOTA of OC063) we will endeavour to do so as TX6T/P.
However, any significant activity from
Mangareva would probably indicate that
there are problems with the weather, and
that we have been delayed. The primary
purpose of the VP6T trip is to activate
Pitcairn as much as possible during our
short visit and hopefully to take advantage
of the recently much improved conditions
on the HF bands for working Europe from
the Pacific - as well as to try to make as
many contacts as possible with the UK and
Western Europe on the low bands too. I
hope to work loads of CDXC members from
VP6T.

The VP6T operation plans to be starting up
just a couple of days before the major and
much anticipated HKØNA Malpelo
operation. Unfortunately VP6T operators
won‟t be getting back in time to work
Malpelo themselves from home, although
we do expect to hear Malpelo pretty well on
Pitcairn, it being an excellent sea path all
the way! All the bands promise to be
hopping with pile-ups at this time. Just
make sure you know which pile-up you are
in! The VP6T operators will be doing their
best to work Western Europe on the low
bands, and will be fully armed with the
relevant greyline data and Beverage

3DAØPW coming up soon
Phil, G3SWH, and John, G3OLU (aka EA5ARC) will be active from the Hawane Resort
in western Swaziland (3DA) between 21 – 29 February 2012. The Hawane Resort has a
well-equipped station with Elecraft K3 transceivers, Icom IC-2KL amplifiers, an A4S at
24m and an A3WS at 20m, a wire 4-square for 40m and a vertical for 80m complete with
30 x 20m long radials
We will use the single callsign 3DAØPW for the DXpedition. Activity will be on CW
only on all bands 80-10m. There will be no 160m, 6m or EME activity. Propagation
permitting, we plan to have two stations on the air for as many hours every day as is
possible. Our main objective is to work as many European, North American and RoTW
stations on as many different bands as possible and plan to make at least 15,000 QSOs.
QSL via G3SWH, either via the OQRS facility on Phil's website www.g3swh.org.uk
(preferred), direct with SAE and adequate return postage, or via the bureau. Subject to a
good Internet connection, there will be online log on Phil's website and daily uploads to
LoTW.
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Digest Prize Crossword 50
I can‟t believe this is my 50 th Digest
Crossword. A cryptic crossword
might not be everybody‟s cup of tea
(a bit like Marmite, I suppose…),
but nevertheless it seems to have
gone down quite well with many of
you. Anyway, thanks for your
solutions, e-mails and very kind
comments over the years. It‟s much
appreciated. RFX
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The winner of Prize Crossword 49,
November 2011: Peter Ball,
G3HQT, Southampton.
Somewhat unusually the solution to
Crossword 49 is on the following
page.
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ACROSS

DOWN

1 Start to think about getting a more confident
fund manager (9)
6 Giant cat seen around the outskirts of Aalborg
(5)
9 Emerge and acknowledge that one's gay (4,3)
10 South American city, the first of nine in the
east relying on industry (7)
11 You succeeded, I agree! (3)
12 Printing machines made from various pretty
wires (11)
14 Send me out to make changes (6)
15 Expenditure associated with contrary
gardener's plant (8)
17 One member allowed – that‟s understood (8)
19 Thriller writer, one who won't keep to the
point right from the start (6)
22 Used threats to compel chess player to be sick
in the sea (11)
23 Supporter of women (3)
25 Flight engineers pleasant surprise (7)
27 Province with a port to the east of old
Northern Territory (7)
28 Greek pigeon? (5)
29 Hardy lad involved in second test (9)

1 A little sticky, with not much taste (5)
2 Strange men, almost entirely fools as a bunch
(2,5)
3 Caught sight of clever fellow's pudding (7,4)
4 Produce amended description of engineer
character (6)
5 Call Sir Henry in Hampshire town (8)
6 Satisfied assembled singers in New York (3)
7 Half of EU capital invested in small local city
plant (7)
8 Acquires philosopher? He might disagree (9)
13 Threatens popular bloke I go out with on
Sunday at first (11)
14 Drunken bride hung in European capital (9)
16 Girl's bloomer spells great misfortune (8)
18 Spectre's top man, 'H', replaced (7)
20 Left part of Europe for country in Africa (7)
21 Flowers belonging to Ulysses family (6)
24 To do with a boxing match (5)
26 Part of the body and what Cockney does with
it (3)
Deadline for entries: 20 February
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CDXC LF Challenge 2012

Awards:

It‟s time to get on the LF bands and work as
many DXCCs as you can in the month of
March 2012. There are no rule changes this
year. Good luck, everyone.

Trophies: The Penallt Trophy, given in
memory of Allan Phillips, GWØBIC, will
be awarded to the CDXC member with the
highest number of DXCCs worked. The
Tindle Cup will be awarded to the runnerup. Trophies will be awarded at the CDXC
AGM & Summer Social in July 2012 and
will be held for one year.

When: 0001 GMT, 1 March 2012 to 2359

GMT, 31 March 2012
Where: 160m, 80m and 40m only
Modes: Any within your licence

Salvers: The Top Three-placed entrants and the entrants with the highest score on
each of the three bands - will receive an
engraved salver to keep. Salvers will be
posted approximately two months after the
closing date.

Power: Any within your licence
Eligibility: The LF Challenge is open to any

licensed amateur worldwide, but only fully
paid-up members of the Chiltern DX Club
(CDXC) are eligible to receive awards.

Certificates: Certificates of Merit will be
awarded to the entrants placed overall 4 th to
10th. Certificates will be e-mailed in .pdf
format approximately two months after the
closing date. A hard copy certificate will be
available on request.

Scoring: Each DXCC entity scores 1 point

and is counted once only, regardless of how
many bands or modes that entity is worked
on.
Log entry : Via upload to Club Log and

electing to enter the 2011 LF Challenge on
the Club Log website.

________________________________

Regular uploading of your log during the
month is encouraged - once per week is
preferred - as this helps to drive the
Challenge and provides a spectator sport for
all to see.

Solution to Prize Crossword 49
ACAPU L C O
SLOPER
W
I
N
O
L
A
A
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R EDALE
RAN SO M
R
I
E
O
E
M
S
B
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P
E
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R
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E
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U
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L
I
V
Y
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I NS
KI NGP
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L
L
U
N
H
E
E
AT E M PO
BESTOWER

Electronic logs in ADIF format may be emailed to Jim, MØZAK, to arrive no later
than the closing date, but uploading to Club
Log is the preferred approach. Paper logs
will not be accepted.
Log Verification : No QSLs are required,

but in the event of a dispute the CDXC
Committee may request a photocopy or
print-out of applicants‟ logs.
Closing date : All logs must be uploaded or

e-mailed by 2359 on 10 April 2012
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