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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT
A very Happy New Year to one and all. The
HF bands still hold plenty to entertain us,
despite the declining sunspots. The ARRL
10m contest in December produced
openings to all continents, and most
Canadian provinces and US states were in
evidence. A further Ducie Island expedition
has been announced for March, as has a
major expedition to the Sudan. And I’m sure
there will be plenty more to keep us on the
bands and off the Internet!

accidentally, in which case it always
appears
at
the
earliest
available
opportunity). But one of the reasons I have
supported CDXC and the way it has
developed over the years, is that it has
moved from being an “exclusive” club, like
a number of others in the hobby, to being
very much an “inclusive” club, welcoming
members with a wide range of interests and
views. The Digest is one platform for that
wide range of views and interests to be
represented. In the specific case I have
mentioned, having trawled through my files
and racked my brains, I am confident in
saying I never received the letter from Roy.
I can only assume it got lost in the mail
between the Philippines and the UK, and I
have invited him to write again.

Sadly politics has recently poked its nose
into amateur radio. Ed P5/4L4FN was
closed down by the Korean authorities, and
the prevailing view seems to be that this was
a form of retaliation for the UN (Ed works
for one of the UN agencies) cutting back
some of its assistance in North Korea. One
of the joys of amateur radio is that it is a
form of international friendship which
transcends politics, religion, etc. but
occasionally we are reminded that, sadly,
the affairs of mankind intrude rudely into
our hobby.

The good news is that many members and
non-members alike have commented that
the Digest is the only magazine they read
which is of interest to them cover to cover.
There is no magic in this, of course. The
Club is for HF-minded amateurs, and the
Digest reflects that, whereas many other
organisations cater to a broader church, and
cannot therefore please all the people all of
the time. We are fortunate in that, as a byproduct of CDXC’s sponsorship of
expeditions, we receive magazine articles
after the event, most of which are extremely
interesting. We also now have a link with
IREF (the Foundation supporting IOTA
activity) which will also lead to a source of
articles. It was noted at a recent Committee
meeting that Member profiles are also a way
of getting to know one another, but the lack
of them in recent issues is down to the
simple fact that I haven’t received any!
Let’s have some please. Technical articles
of any sort are obviously also welcome, but
I seem to receive very few of these. My

Digest Content
Several issues have come up recently
regarding content within the Digest, so I
hope you will excuse me if I use a little of
the editorial space to comment. Firstly, you
will see in Postbag a letter from
DU9/G4UNL castigating me for censoring
out a letter he had sent in response to an
article which appeared in July. If indeed I
had been guilty of such a thing, then Roy
would have had every reason for concern. I
see my role as exactly what is described, in
other words as editor rather than censor. I
will change the English from time to time,
or précis material which rambles or where
space is short, but have never knowingly
held anything back (sometimes I do so
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particular thanks to M0BZK for his review
of the N1MM logging software which
appears in this issue. Also, of course, to
recent new member M3SDE for an account
of his trip to the Cook Islands – I’m green
with envy! Thanks also to Phil GU0SUP
who has been suggesting a RTTY column,
and has ended up having his arm twisted to
write one! I would also like, from time to
time, to include some sort of HF-related
quiz or crossword puzzle, but haven’t found
the time to produce anything. Do any of you
feel inclined to give it a go?

recently, who had seen a sample copy of the
Digest, said he wasn’t going to join CDXC
because the Digest was full of references to
the Internet and that, as he didn’t have
Internet access, the Digest wasn’t much use
to him. I found that a little surprising, but if
any of you do feel the balance has moved
too far in that direction, then please let me
know.
Final
Anyway, enough of that. A bumper edition
again this time, with the IOTA column held
over until the next issue. Sadly, rather more
obituaries than any of us would like to see,
and our condolences to family and friends
of all those concerned.

The simple rule for Digest content is that, if
it’s likely to be of interest to HF-minded
amateurs, then do please send it in. And
because I don’t act as censor, you may not
agree with everything that appears, but
hopefully it will, nevertheless, entertain,
provoke, or generally get the grey cells
working. If not, you can always use the
Digest to prop up that damaged corner of
the rig!

Do mark the Annual Dinner in your diaries.
Last year’s was apparently a great success (I
wasn’t there but intend to rectify that this
year), and this year’s will hopefully be even
better.
73 Don G3XTT

Incidentally, one non-member I spoke to

Chairman’s Chat
John Butcher, G3LAS
contest last weekend. This band persists in
providing contacts when one might expect it
to be poor. Most of the time it seems pretty
dead in the UK latitude but in the contest it
yielded a string of QSOs with the Far East
and Oceania, albeit for a restricted period. It
was fun also to generate quite a pile-up on
CW on Sunday afternoon with the US
stations often queuing up to be worked at
about 120-130 QSOs per hour. Let’s hope it
continues to survive for a few more years.

In my last piece I commented on the
autumnal airs of October. This time it’s
definitely winter, with the kind of damp
chill that is only too familiar to those of us
who live in East Anglia. The same could be
said of the HF bands, with very little to
enthuse over recently. I have been looking
forward to hearing 5W1SA on the air from
ZK3, one of the few new ones I can expect
in the near future. However, he must know I
need him because he seems very reluctant to
leave Samoa at the time of writing. Perhaps
the most noteworthy thing has been the
slight lift in conditions on the LF bands with
30m in particular getting attention from
several of the recent expeditions and 160m
yielding modest DX on several evenings
each week.

A recent talking point in various DX forums
has been the tendency for some expedition
groups to participate in the so-called
“freeband” activity alongside the normal
amateur operation. Opinions vary, but there
is a strong feeling that this is, to say the
least, not a good idea. It is not always clear
exactly what the legal status of freeband
operation is, but it is not likely that it is

At the other end of the spectrum it was
interesting to take part in the ARRL 28MHz
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often properly authorised. Even if it could
be argued that no licence is required for
operation on those frequencies in some
locations, it could well dilute the main effort
to the detriment of “genuine” activities.

some good scores to be made. It’s about
now that I wish I had been a bit quicker to
refurbish my vertical aerials after the
supporting tree was damaged in the October
gales. The soggy grass should help reduce
the ground losses but I really need another
80m radiator to give me a lower radiation
angle than the inverted-V.

The CDXC Committee would be interested
to hear members’ views about whether we
should donate to groups who intend to
include freeband operations and also
whether we should attempt to impose
sanctions after the event on those who have
been seen to be doing so. Bear in mind that
it may not always be obvious whether
freeband has been in use or, if it is believed
to be so, who exactly should be the target of
any future sanction.

In the November Digest I gave an early
warning of the next CDXC Annual Dinner
to be held again at the Boxmoor Lodge
Hotel, Hemel Hempstead on Saturday,
March 22, 2003. We fully expect this to be
even more successful than last year’s record
event, so please book early to avoid
disappointment. You will find details of the
menu and a booking form elsewhere in this
issue. Details are also posted on the web
site, www.cdxc.org.uk . See you there.

By the time you read this it will be midJanuary, so I hope that you are all heavily
involved in the chase for the Penallt and
Tindle trophies. It would be nice to get a
few more entries this year and conditions on
the 160, 80 and 40m bands should enable

73 es gud dx
John, G3LAS

Presidents Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
This patter could be called “Whither
CDXC?” I hold a strong view that clubs like
CDXC either grow by regularly attracting
new members or whither away into decline.
They rarely remain static. During the past
ten years we have been very active in the
marketplace and we have grown
significantly every year. Each year we need
to attract around 25 to 30 members, just to
remain static. This is because we usually
lose this number of members annually,
mainly because they lose interest in DXing
or in the hobby generally.

we have access to DXpedition logs, we also
mail the UK stations in those logs.
We have also tried sending flyers with
DXpedition cards, advertising in RadCom
and attending shows such as Picketts Lock.
Occasionally, we have been asked to help
with the circulation of rare QSL cards and
we send with these cards a letter of
invitation to join the Club.
To sustain our momentum we need to gain
between 60 and 80 new members each year.
From the examination of DXpedition logs,
we believe that the potential market in the
UK is large – there are probably around
4,000 amateurs active on HF so there’s
much to go for.

Our main marketing efforts to date have
involved sending letters of invitation,
prospectuses and back issues of the Digest
to prospective members. We usually target
around 400 prospects each mail-shot and
gain around 30 new members each time, a
reasonable response. Our targets are active
amateurs involved in DXCC, IOTA,
contesting and DX Cluster spotters. When

Your committee debated these issues
recently and has come up with a new but
simple idea. It is this. We want to encourage
existing members to recruit new members.
Most of our existing members are active and
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many will know of amateurs active on HF
who are not CDXC members.

a 10m operation on 9/10 December 2000.
Seasons Greetings to all our members. May
I wish you all good health, happiness and
great DXing in 2003.

We decided to run a friendly competition –
“The CDXC 2003 Challenge” and to give a
prize to the member introducing most new
members in 2003. To facilitate this we have
designed a new flyer, eight of which are
enclosed with this Digest. When you
introduce a new member enter your call in
the “introduced by” box and ask him or her
to fill out the remaining details.

CDXC Dinner
Map of Location

Shaun M0BJL, our Secretary, processes all
applications and will maintain a list of
participants in the CDXC 2003 Challenge.
He will publish this list in future Digests.
We will also include as participants those
shown as proposers (rather than seconders)
on the standard application form.
The prize – two tickets at the 2004 CDXC
Annual Dinner.
So members, that’s the CDXC 2003
Challenge – let’s go for it and let’s all try to
recruit some new members. Remember the
only qualification to join CDXC is to have
worked or heard 100 DXCC countries; QSL
cards are not required.
A big thank you to members who provided
the QSL cards mentioned in the last issue.
The response was excellent and we now
have QSLs for all the DXpeditions that we
have sponsored. All these cards will be
incorporated into the CDXC display posters.
Thank you also to members, including
several new members, who wrote to me
having received their RU0B/RI0B QSL
cards with the last Digest. Your notes were
much appreciated. This month we welcome
around 20 new members who joined as a
result of this initiative.
I have recently received a number of QSLs
for a 19 January 2001 CW M0CDX
operation. They are mainly for 80m so I
suspect they are for the RSGB AFS Contest.
I thought I had a note of everyone who has
operated as M0CDX or M0C but I seem to
have missed this one. Can someone help
please? There are also a couple of cards for
_____________________________________________________________________
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Secretary’s Update
Shaun Jarvis, M0BJL
CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Worked

Name

Location

DL2VFR

307

Ric Stumpf-Siering

Germany

G0FZI

225

Brian Hooper

Somerset

G0GFQ

260

Keith Martin

Norfolk

G0LYZ

178

Mel Knaggs

East Yorks

G0UKB

162

Brian Jones

Hants

G0UWK

197

Ian Goodier

Staffs

G3GGS

309

Bill Waring

Lancs

G3HBR

275+

Brian Hummerstone

Bucks

G3LKW

204

Dennis Wiltshire

Hants

G3NFV

223

Robin Sykes

Surrey

G4AYO

315

Mike Hewitt

Sheffield

G4LWB

100+

Phil Smith

Lincs

GM0FTK

214+

Bill Kirk

Roxburghshire

GM3OXX

264

George Burt

Aberdeenshire

GM4DZX

100+

Bob Macleod

Orkney Islands

GW0NCU

304

Stephen David

Swansea

GW3LNR

199

Arthur Gwynne

Merthyr Tydfil

M0CNP

199

David Edwards

Norfolk

M0CSU

206

Mark Deacon

Essex

M0RDX

100+

John Scott

Staffs

M3FGR

100+

Dave Rootes

Wilts

M5VIM

190

Bill Brock

North Yorks

CDXC Dinner
March 22nd
Page 6 for map, next page for details.
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BOOKING FORM
CDXC 2003 ANNUAL DINNER
Name:……………………………………..
Callsign:…………………………………..
Address:…………………………………… Tel: ……………………………….
……………………………………………...
……………………………………………...
……………………………………………...
Please reserve me ……. (insert number) tickets @ £26.00 (price includes a £10 non- returnable
deposit) for the CDXC Annual Dinner to be held at the Boxmoor Lodge, Hemel Hempstead on
Saturday, 22 March 2003.
Room Prices:
Single £50
Double and Twin £65
Please reserve the following accommodation for the evening of 22nd March 2003.
(Enter number required)
Single Room

Twin Bedded Room

Double Room

Rooms to be paid for on date of departure

Cheques should be made payable to CDXC and sent with this form to M0BJL, Secretary
CDXC, 11 Charnwood Way, Langley, Southampton, Hants, SO45 1ZL.

CDXC Annual Dinner
Alternative Accommodation
This year rooms at the Boxmoor Lodge are extremely limited so if you intend to stay overnight,
please return your booking forms as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
As an alternative, if you cannot get a reservation at Boxmoor Lodge, try the Travel Inn (01442
879149) or the Watermill Hotel (01442 349955). The Watermill is the more expensive of the
two; both are just a few minutes’ taxi ride from the Boxmoor Lodge.
Shaun Jarvis,
Secretary.

_____________________________________________________________________
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CDXC Annual Dinner 2003
Menu
Starter
Seasonal melon, ruby grapefruit segments with a Strawberry and
Passion fruit sorbet dressed with exotic fruits on a poppy seed
and Drambuie syrup
Main Course
Roast rack of lamb sliced and served with a warm Pineapple and
Mint salsa
Or
Portobello Mushrooms stuffed with spicy wilted spinach and
glazed with Stilton rarebit
(Vegetarian)
Dessert
Traditional home made Apple Pie
Coffee & Mints
£26 per head

Ron Wright, ZL1AMO
Many readers will be aware that veteran expeditioner Ron ZL1AMO had to be airlifted home
from Fiji after he had developed a life-threatening illness. As of early January Ron is still in a
critical condition, and being kept in isolation. However, there are signs of a steady improvement
in his health. Meanwhile a fund has been established to help recover the $20,000 cost of the air
ambulance. $15,000 has already been collected, due largely to the generosity of the amateur
radio community. Ron’s family have expressed their appreciation not only for the donations, but
also for the many messages of support and sympathy. Roger G3KWK looked into the best way
of making donations from the UK, and passes on some information. Judy AA7UC of INDEXA
is handling donations, and reports that their bank charges a $15 conversion fee for any non-US
funds received, so cheques in US dollars are much preferred. Roger therefore looked for an
alternative and has been told by Ron daughter Terri that she is able to accept Sterling cheques
directly. If any CDXC members wish to send a donation, therefore, it looks as though the best
bet is to send a Sterling cheque to T J Wright, 9B Mayburn Road, Te Atatu Peninsula, Auckland
8, New Zealand. As Roger says, “Ron gave me several new ones” and no doubt most DXers
could say the same.

_____________________________________________________________________
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POSTBAG
large number were for 30m contacts that
were made over ten years ago, so they
couldn't be checked in the UK. As is usual
these days, quite a number of these cards
were for multiple QSOs which were listed
on the same card. In many cases I just
needed one or two QSOs checking from the
five or six that were listed on each
individual card, and this was made clear in
the check list I provided, and by the total
number of QSOs/QSLs that I wanted
checking on the cover sheet. I was surprised
to find when I received the cards and DXCC
Award Credit Slip back from ARRL that the
extra QSOs on the cards I had enclosed had
been checked - listed on the credit slip as
"duplicate country/band/mode” were 15
QSOs and I was charged checking fees for
these, when I didn't actually ask for them to
be checked. To prevent this happening again
I wrote to ARRL to highlight it. This is my
query to Bill Moore NC1L and the response:

From Tony, G3RLG: Hello Don, Have just
read my first CDXC Digest and thoroughly
enjoyed it, especially the articles on the
DXpeditions as I had worked two out of the
three and even have G4IRN's QSL card. I
reckon I would have worked the Congo one
but they had so few CW QSOs and I work
CW only, my own fault!
73 Tony G3RLG
From Tim M0BEW: Hi, I recently got my
hands on a CDXC Digest. I have to say, the
copy I saw, Nov. 2002, has to be the best
radio related thing I have read that's printed
on paper in a long time. A great light read.
Congratulations to the Digest team! I'm
currently putting in an application to join
CDXC and I'll be looking forward to
reading future issues.
Tim-M0BEW

“Hi Bill, My QSLs arrived back here
yesterday 5th. The checker assumed that I
wished to claim 15 extra QSOs - these were
not listed in my check sheet and were
multiple QSOs on certain cards. I was
aware that these band countries had been
checked so why the checker assumed that I
wanted to claim them as a duplicate
band/mode again I do not know. The
checking was charged for against my credit
card.”

From Jim G3RTE: Don, Somebody once
said that you don't have to be a CW operator
to work DX. Providing you can copy your
callsign at up to 35 wpm then it is easy! One
morning during the recent ZL7C operation
the operator was working a European pileup on approx. 21.023 and listening up 2 or
more kHz The operator then sent QSX 73
several times. No response but the masses
were still calling happily away 2 or more up.
Eventually a German station twigged what
was going and called on 73. The operator
worked him followed by a Polish station.
After several more fruitless calls of QSX 73
he went back to working the masses. Need I
say any more?

“Dear Phil, Unless each multiple contact
card has a note on it telling us which
contacts to enter, they are all entered. This
is a rule of DXCC. If you had these checked
by a card checker, the same thing would
apply. How would he know what you
wanted? You were charged appropriately.

Jim Kellaway G3RTE

Bev Fernandez, N1NAV
Senior DXCC Technician”

From Phil, G4OBK: Hi Don, Here's
something to include in the Digest and it
will save members money!

I guess the answer then is to back up the
checklist by putting a Post-It note on each
QSL card where only specific QSOs need
checking. In the same submission QSOs
with A35TL (Feb 2002) were rejected as

I recently submitted over 124 QSLs to
ARRL for checking. Some were recent
DXpeditions, some were for 160m but a
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"no documentation received". I've spoken
with Tom DL2RUM and he is in contact
with Bill NC1L to resolve this. Likewise a
6m QSL with 7Z1SJ (Saudi Arabia) was
also rejected. There doesn't appear to be
much hope on that one being accepted
however.

southern European stations who tend to
blast out most of the UK callers.
73 Andy 3DA0TM
Chairman, Swaziland Radio Society
From Roy, DU9/G4UNL: Dear Mr Field, I
wrote a reply to the article by G3SJJ in the
July issue of the Digest, and would like to
know why it has not been printed. It was
having a dig at the majority of amateurs like
myself who dislike contests, and say there
are far too many. If my letter hit the nerve,
well that’s too bad, as the saying goes “the
truth always hurts”. I await your reply to see
if I will bother to renew my membership.

73 Phil G4OBK
From
Andy
Cory,
3DA0TM
(andycory@realnet.co.sz, posted on CDXC
Web site): I have only had my licence a few
months, but wondered if I can be of help to
your members who wish to work Swaziland.
If there is anything I can do to help please
let me know via the above e-mail address
and we can hopefully set up a regular sked
on a set frequency once or twice a week. I
have had quite a few contacts with the UK,
but usually end up in a pile-up with the

Yours faithfully,
Roy Charlesworth, DU9/G4UNL.

Victor Rusinov, UT8LL SK
(contributed by Roger Balister G3KMA and Neville Cheadle G3NUG)
It is with deep regret that I have to report that Victor Rusinov, UT8LL died in the plane crash on
Monday 23 December near Esfahan, while on a business trip to Iran. This sad news breaking
over the holiday period turned our joy into sorrow for the loss of one who had become a very
dear friend to Gill and to me.
Victor travelled extensively round the world for his work, in recent years making regular visits
to the UK. He visited Chobham every few months, most recently in November following his
operation from Qeys (Kish) Island as EP6KI. Over the years Victor was a keen supporter of the
IOTA programme, in earlier days as UB5LGM and more recently as UT8LL. He helped his
Ukrainian team-mates put on operations, in many cases first-time operations, from EU-119
(4K3MI), AS-005 (4K4D), AS-086 (4K4I), AS-039 (EZ0Z), AS-104 (4K4N), the Black Sea
island groups EU-179, 180 and 182 (EM5UIA), as well as, of course, just a few weeks ago AS166 (EP6KI). During his visits to Chobham he was always discussing possibilities for "the next
operation" with boyish enthusiasm although his frenetically busy business schedule was often to
frustrate these plans. Even so he managed to find time to take off more than just two or three
days to participate in the very successful D68C operation in 2001 from the Comoros. During this
and his regular participation in the RSGB HF and IOTA Conventions at Windsor he developed a
wide circle of friends in the UK to add to his many friends in the IOTA community and, of
course, in his native Ukraine.
Victor was a man with a big heart, a huge sense of humour, and great charm. With this went real
generosity - for the IOTA Programme we shall always be grateful for the financial contribution
he made to fund an ongoing programme of annual trophies. And Victor was a "doer" - he made
things happen as people who have been with him on expeditions will know.
Recent years were not easy. Victor and his wife, Valentina, experienced great personal sadness
_____________________________________________________________________
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with the death of their only son while undergoing training in the UK. The loss now of Victor
himself must be doubly sad for his family and dear ones. Our hearts go out to them.
Roger Balister, G3KMA
Trish and I were devastated to hear the news about Victor when we returned home after
Christmas. Victor was a great friend to all of us. I know many of us had enjoyed quite a few
pints with him at the Beaumont over many years. He was a very generous man and a strong
supporter of both FSDXA and IOTA. He and Tatiana had visited Further Felden several times
and were always great company.
Of course we all got to know Victor very well when we were on the Comoros. He was a great
team player and had a real "get on and do it" attitude. I remember him suggesting that we needed
a rhombic for LF directed at North America. He said he'd be happy to run one out. "Great idea",
I said. Within a few hours Victor had done a super job stringing a very long rhombic between
the palm trees. Tony and Victor tuned it up and, by all accounts, it worked very well.
I will also remember Victor as a gentle giant with great physical strength. We had reeled up
around 300 metres of heavy coax and we were struggling to lift this onto the truck. Victor came
along and lifted it all single-handed! Right at the end of the DXpedition, Tim and I were
struggling to close the container doors. Yet again, along came Victor who closed the doors
without too much difficulty. When we got the container home I found a two inch thick piece of
wood jammed in the hinges! Some strength indeed!
We shall all miss Victor a great deal and our sympathies go to Tatiana, their daughter
Alexandria and Victor's entire family. Trish and I will try to get in touch with them.
Neville G3NUG

Ursula Sadler, VP2MT/G0IHM, SK
(from the Daily DX)
CDXC and FOC member Ursula Sadler, VP2MT/G0IHM died on 23 November in Warwick
Hospital from a massive stroke. Ursula was 78. During World War II she was a radio operator at
the fabled Bletchley Park's radio station, keeping contact with Danish and Norwegian
underground forces radio operators. She lived with her husband for many years in Montserrat,
later during the winter months in Port Charlotte, Florida, USA, and spent the summer near
Stratford-upon-Avon, England.

Ron Ford G3NKO/C56RF SK
(from Peter Fox, G2YT)
“You will probably be aware that Ron G3NKO/C56RF was recently murdered whilst operating
in The Gambia. The funeral was well attended, and CDXC was represented by (at least) G3SED,
G8OO and myself. Doubtless there were other members in attendance also. Ron was murdered
by a Mr Dawda Bojang, who was the person who helped Ron to build the property in which he
had installed his station. Ron was driven under duress over the border into Senegal, where he
was shot in the head with a small calibre shotgun. He was buried in a shallow grave.”
(Editor’s note: The murderer was the same “helpful” driver referred to in G4IRN’s article in the
last Digest (p.24))
_____________________________________________________________________
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NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don’t see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. – ed.)
BY Addresses

Maps

This is a good site for looking up addresses
for Chinese stations: www.chinaqrz.com.
BA4EG says it's the only web site of
Chinese stations' QSL information. The
addresses are given in both English and
Chinese, so it is possible to either copy the
Chinese characters or print them off onto a
label so that the Chinese postal system can
make sense of it.

If you'd like to print custom azimuthalequidistant maps (sometimes called "great
circle maps") from any QTH, a good on-line
source
is
http://www.wm7d.net/azproj.shtml/. Kudos
to Joe NA3T, Michael NV3Z, and Mark
WM7D.
First Amateur Transatlantic
Digital Voice QSO Reported

DXCC Top Spot

HF

(from
the
ARRL
Letter)
Radio
communication pioneers Ten-Tec and
Thales have announced that they've used an
Amateur Radio linkup to span the Atlantic
on HF digital voice for the first time. TenTec's Doug Smith, KF6DX, and Thales'
Didier Chulot, F5MJN, successfully
transmitted and received HF digital speech
signals November 22 between Paris, France,
and Ten-Tec's Sevierville, Tennessee,
headquarters.

With the passing of W2AGW, Howie, the
two DXers atop the DXCC standings now
are K6ZO, Ed, and W2BXA, Ben, each at
391 countries. Each is missing two deleted
countries, as was Howie. That means that if
someone had worked every DXCC
country/entity ever, the highest possible
total is 393. Apparently no one now living
did that. K6ZO is 87 years old and W2BXA
is 88.

"We view this as a significant
accomplishment," said Smith. "Amateur
Radio has long been at the forefront of
technological development. It's nice to be
able to show that our legacy is alive and
well." Tests are being conducted under the
auspices of ARRL's Digital Voice Working
Group, which Smith chairs. A written report
on the tests is due in January.

9L1AB - Sierra Leone.
Andy, G3AB arrived back in the UK on 6
December after 26 days activity (single op)
from Freetown, Sierra Leone as 9L1AB.
40362
QSOs
were
logged
on
CW/SSB/RTTY on all bands 6m - 160m
with 959 QSOs on 6m and 1265 QSOs on
160m. Only dipole and inverted L antennas

Calling it "a major breakthrough," a TenTec news release said the two amateur
stations "demonstrated the advantages of
digital audio during the conversation,
including noise-free, FM-like reception and
the potential for simultaneous voice and
data." The feat was accomplished on 15
meters using Ten-Tec transceivers and
Thales Communications Skywave 2000
digital audio software. Operating as
F8KGG, Chulot spoke with Smith for

were used. A full report with statistics and
photos will appear on the web site soon.
http://www.g3ab.net/9l1ab.htm Direct QSL
cards are already being mailed out. G3AB
address : Andy Chadwick, 5 Thorpe Chase,
Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1UA UK
Thanks for the fun pile-ups!
73 Andy G3AB
"One Star DX Association"
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several minutes over the HF digital link,
operating within a 3kHz bandwidth.

The Quad Antenna
If you've ever wondered how the quad
antenna was invented (and why), the
following Web site has the story http://www2.gvsu.edu/~w8gvu/qadhst.html. Be sure to win bets at the next
after-meeting-meeting in the bar!

Smith said he and F5MJN used unmodified
Ten-Tec transceivers in upper-sideband
mode, although AM or FM mode also
would work. No additional hardware was
required beyond the cables connecting the
transceiver and the microphone to the PC
sound card. Smith said audio quality was
roughly the same as a conventional
telephone circuit. An Amateur Radio
version of the Thales system is expected to
appear on the market early next year. "At
this stage, the system is experimental-only
for ham radio, but it looks like it's going to
take off," Smith predicted.

Disappearing DOS?
With the ability to “boot to DOS” rapidly
disappearing from the PC world, many of
the standard contest logging programs are
finding their operating system platform
threatened. Do we need to have two PC’s –
one for Windows and the other for MSDOS-based
programs?
Ed
W0YK
contributes this fine overview of how you
can have both new and old programs on one
machine. “I've been running dual boot OSs
(MS-DOS 6.22 and Windows 2000 or XP)
for three years. I first use FDISK on a clean
hard drive to make a 2GB partition with
FAT16 formatting and install MS-DOS
6.22. Then, I install Windows 2000 or XP,
making the rest of the HDD a second
partition formatted with NTFS. Windows
sets up a boot menu that allows you to
choose which OS gets booted at boot time.
One of them is a default so if you don't
make a choice within a (user-) specified
time, the default is loaded. If you already
have Windows installed and don't want to
clean your HDD, then you can use software
like Partition Magic to create a FAT16
partition in some free space on your disk.
Install MS-DOS and you have the same setup. I can run PED or RUFZ or TR-Log
simulator on the aeroplane AND do email
and other business work. I can use Windows
to manage my files in the DOS partition and
only go to DOS to run the DOS programs. If
I only want to look at my log and do edits
on the way home from an expedition, I often
just use a DOS window in Windows
because keying, radio control, TNC, packet,
etc. are not needed.” Ed has posted a greatly
expanded
description
at
http://www.k1ea.com under “CT Hints and
Kinks”. Thanks, Ed W0YK for the post and

In terms of Amateur Radio, Alinco was the
first manufacturer to come out with a digital
voice option for some of its transceivers.
ICOM debuted its D-Star digital "concept
radio" system last May at the Dayton
Hamvention--where Smith chaired the
Digital Voice Forum--and demonstrated it at
the ARRL-TAPR Digital Communications
Conference in September. The unit, which
operates on 1.2 GHz, was scheduled to hit
the ham radio market this fall.
Technical details of the Thales system will
appear in an article "International Digital
Audio Broadcasting Standards: Voice
Coding and Amateur Radio Applications" in
the January/February issue of QEX, which
he edits. The article is available on the
ARRL
Web
site
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/x0301049.p
df. He also has authored two articles on
digital voice in QST: "Digital Voice: The
Next
New
Mode?"
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/0201028.pdf
in the January 2002 issue, and "Digital
Voice: An Update and Forecast"
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/0202038.pdf
in the February 2002 issue.
Additional images and background are
available on the TAPR Web site
http://www.tapr.org. Look for the Digital
Voice Forum page and the presentation by
Cédric Demeure.--Ten-Tec news release;
Doug Smith, KF6DX
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Jim AD1C for the host. This technique is
also discussed in the article “One Computer
Running DOS and Windows” by W5BAK
in the September-October 2002 issue of
National Contest Journal.

confirmations that we all are seeking.
Please list you FAVORITE five (5)
managers for this year. Also please score
them 1 to 5 with 5 being the highest mark
and 1 being better than average.
Depending upon your response to this, I
may make this an annual survey. Might
even be something for managers to shoot
for, who knows.

DXCC legend Bob White, W1CW, SK
(from ARRL Bulletin) Former ARRL
Headquarters staff member Robert L. White,
W1CW, of Seffner, Florida, died November
22 from complications arising from
pneumonia. He was 83. Known to many as
''Mr DXCC,'' White was the manager of the
ARRL's DX Century Club program from
1952 until 1976, establishing the award-and its stringent standards--as Amateur
Radio's premier DX achievement. White
codified the rules for the DXCC program
and oversaw the checking of some 250,000
QSL cards submitted yearly, often working
as many as 90 hours a week to ensure that
the job got done right. During his tenure at
Headquarters, White also oversaw the
ARRL QSL Service. He belonged to the
ARRL for 62 years and was a Life Member.

Thanks for your response.
John K1XN@golist.net
Spratly (from Daily DX)
Adding to the foreign affairs flavour of this
issue of the Daily DX, we have this: China
has reached agreement with five other Asian
nations on a plan to end the conflict over the
Spratly Islands (1S). A formal vote of
approval is expected today. The nations met
at the ASEAN (Association of South East
Asian Nations) conference in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Diplomats describe this as a
declaration of intent that is not legally
binding, intended to reduce tensions in the
region. In a flare-up in August, Vietnamese
troops based on one of the Spratlys fired
warning shots at Philippine military planes.
The Spratlys, while largely uninhabited, are
believed to be rich in oil and natural gas
deposits. They straddle busy sea-lanes and
are rich fishing grounds. The Spratlys are
claimed, in whole or in part, by China,
Taiwan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Brunei
and Vietnam. Also contested is Scarborough
Reef, claimed by the Philippines and China,
and the Paracel Islands, claimed by China
and Vietnam.

''Dad was the guy who made DXCC what it
was,'' said White's son, Jim, K4OJ, in a
posting to the CQ Contest reflector. ''He
didn't cut any corners--everyone was held to
the same high standard--and this is what
made holding DXCC meaningful.''
Introduced to Amateur Radio in his youth,
White was first licensed in 1938. He served
as a radio operator in the US Navy during
World War II. White was an avid DXer and
CW enthusiast. Active in the First-Class
CW Operators' Club, White was also
inducted into the CQ DX Hall of Fame in
1998.

IRCs for Sale

His wife Ellen, W1YL, and his son Jim,
K4OJ, survive him; both are former ARRL
staff members.

Both Don G3XTT and Tom GM4FDM
currently have IRCs for sale. 55p each plus
sae.
Tom is also offering his services as QSL
Manager to any UK operator going abroad
to operate either as an expedition, a contest,
an IOTA or even just a vacation...

QSL Manager Survey
(from the GO List) Hi Folks, I think it is
time to give the QSL Managers a pat on the
back for working so hard to give us the QSL
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GENERAL TOPICS
The Story of ZL7C - October 2002
By Ken Holdom ZL4HU (zl2hu@clear.net.nz) and Stan White ZL2ST
The Chatham Islands (ZL7) is a group of ten
islands, two of which are populated –
Chatham with 700 people and Pitt with 50.
The islands are situated 770km or 1 hour 40
minutes flying time south-east of
Wellington, New Zealand. Enclosed within
the main island of Chatham is a very large
lagoon which is only occasionally open to
the sea. The Chathams were first inhabited
by Moriori people for 700 years and then
Maori. The statue of the last full-blooded
Moriori, Tommy Solomon who died in
1931, stands at Owenga on the East coast.

were only too willing for their support to be
transferred to ZL7 and planning commenced
immediately. Whilst this was to be a ‘fun’
DXpedition it still had to be conducted in
the same professional manner as were ZL8
and ZL9. We certainly did not wish to
tarnish our reputation in any way.
When we announced this DXpedition to
Chatham Island, advice like ‘It’s not worth
it. It’s been worked out’, ‘You are wasting
your time’ - negative comments a plenty!
But determination prevailed from a leader
who doesn’t understand the meaning of the
word “NO”!

In the 1960s there was an invasion of
fishing boats and their crews in search of
riches from crayfish (rock lobster), wetfish
and paua (abalone) and these areas were
considerably over-fished. These days some
wealth still comes from crayfish and paua
exports while sheep farming also produces
revenue. There is a small but growing
tourist industry to which the occasional
“ham” visit contributes!

Some initial enquiries were made with
friends in the Chathams as to a suitable
venue and Ken ZL4HU made a trip there in
March 2002 by to confirm what was needed.
‘ Our initial site was dismissed for a number
of reasons and an alternative site was
located at the local racecourse named the
Norman Kirk Memorial Reserve in honour
of one of New Zealand’s more prominent
leaders and a former Prime Minister, the late
Rt. Hon. Norman Kirk.

Following on from two very highly
successful DXpeditions to ZL8RI in May
1996 and to ZL9CI in January 1999 the
Kermadec DX Association began planning a
further DXpedition to ZK3, Tokelau Islands
in July/August 2002. Initial enquiries were
made regarding the cost of chartering a
suitable vessel and when costs were
realised, it was out of the question to ask the
international DX community to support
such a venture.

Ken immediately negotiated a formal lease
agreement and the DXpedition was destined
to be a success. Having a site, we then
needed to begin working on a team and
arranging air travel, accommodation etc.
There was significant interest in our plans
and we had enquiries from several
enthusiastic operators throughout the world.
Having finally decided upon an adequate
number to get a discounted air fare deal we
settled on a group of four from the USA,
one from Japan, one from England, one
from Germany and five from New Zealand.
Past experience and reputations were of
paramount importance in selecting this
team.

ZL7 it is
With the blood pressure still at a high level
and the adrenaline pumping a decision was
made to undertake a ‘fun’ DXpedition to
ZL7 in October 2002. A majority of those
who had already contributed towards ZK3
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With the team selected, the organising of
equipment etc. was to become a significant
part of the operation. Originally there were
to be no on-line logs, no web site and no
pilots. We just wanted to do another “back
to the basics” DXpedition. Other members
had different ideas and Ken reluctantly
relented to their wish to have all the
aforementioned. In hindsight this was a wise
move.

The first group left Christchurch on 15
October complete with all the gear from
Ken’s home and other equipment that team
members had brought. Air Chathams using
one of their four aeroplanes, a rebuilt 1956
Convair, provide the air service to the
Chathams. The airline which is owned and
based in the Chatham Islands also leases
two planes to other New Zealand operators.
The main cargo consists of crayfish and
paua from the islands to New Zealand for
on-forwarding to overseas destinations
where these delicacies are very popular.

Approaching our loyal and faithful previous
sponsors was not an envied task, especially
as ZL7 was not even within the top 100
most wanted countries. Surprisingly, most
were receptive to our call and responded
positively. Icom America loaned us two
transceivers. Vertex Standard (formerly
Yaesu of Japan), Cushcraft Antennas of
USA, SCS of Germany and our extremely
supportive local cable company General
Cables of Christchurch, New Zealand all
provided additional equipment. With over
1km of cable supplied by General Cables
over the span of the last three DXpeditions
we were right on track.

The second group left the following day
from Wellington on the scheduled service.
Meanwhile the first group, which had
already established itself at the Backpacker
accommodation in the main village of
Waitangi, had returned to the racecourse to
begin assembling the beams in the wet and
windy conditions. When the second team
arrived late on Wednesday afternoon as the
rain eased, they assisted with the completion
of the antenna assembly and to run out the
coax cables etc. The antennas were
positioned in two groups, one for digital
modes and one for phone. This was
carefully planned by Dave KW4DA in order
to give the least interaction between modes
and bands. On 17 October we started early
on the erection of the 8m (24ft) masts with
the beams atop. A crane was called in to
assist with the 20m 4-element monobander
which was difficult to handle because of its
size. This same antenna was reduced to an
effective 3-element beam at ZL9CI.

Ken loaded a truck with all of the antennas,
coax cable, tools, masts, guys etc. at his
home in Clyde in the southern part of the
South Island of New Zealand and set off for
Christchurch airport. Other team members
met progressively as they assembled in
Christchurch or Wellington, the airports
with scheduled flights to the Chathams.
The Team
The team consisted of Al Hernandez K3VN,
Bill Beyer N2WB, Bob McQuarrie ZL3TY,
Dave Anderson KW4DA, Hiro Miyake
JF1OCQ, Murray Woodfield ZL1CN, Paul
Rubinfield WF5T, Reinhard Maute DF4TD,
Stan White ZL2ST, Steve Taylor G4EDG,
Wilbert Knol ZL2BSJ and Ken Holdom
ZL4HU, the team leader. A total combined
operating experience of 350+ years. In New
Zealand our two non-travelling vital team
members were webmaster Gordon Stewart,
ZL2ARN and pilot Lee Jennings, ZL2AL
who undertook their most appreciated
supportive role for the DXpedition.

By late afternoon all of the antennas were
up
and
these
included
Cushcraft
Monobanders 20-4CD 20m, XM515 15m
(2), XM510 10m (2), Force 12 EF320 20m
monobander and WARC 2/2, Nagara T23VX WARC beam, Create CV48 40/80
vertical, Create CL6A 6m monobander,
KY0A 80/160 vertical, K7ZV 30m vertical,
G4EDG 40m vertical, 1160ft Beverage, 12
element 2m beam. It was time to dry
ourselves and warm up while the rigs were
set up for operation.
The comfortable lounge on the top level of
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the operating site provided magnificent
views of the total racecourse and
surrounding areas. It also contained a small
kitchen. We set up the stations in two
groups with two stations per table along the
sides of the lounge. The SSB set-up
consisted of four rigs plus three amplifiers,
while CW had three rigs and two linears.
The VHF equipment was situated between
the two areas.

to us but on a few days 10m was poor. 160m
CW was a struggle at times, particularly on
the evening an electrical storm passed over
us. Both our Web Site manager ZL2ARN
and our ZL Pilot, ZL2AL provided us with
excellent backup and feedback and we were
able to respond to concerns on a daily basis.
Local Assistance
We also received much assistance from
local people including Terry Kamana and
his wife Trish, both of whom had been
operators at New Zealand coast stations in
earlier days and Terry had recently obtained
his new ham licence which he proudly
displayed. During a quiet period one
afternoon Terry operated the 15m CW
station and made some 16 contacts using his
new call ZL7TK. A rig is being shipped to
Terry and he hopes to appear on the bands
from time to time. The only other resident
ham is ZL7NAA who is at present inactive.

The equipment used consisted of Yaesu
FT900, FT920 (2), FT1000MP (2),
FT1000MP Mk V, FT100, FT817, and Icom
756 Pro II (2) with FL7000 (2), FL2100B,
SB 220, Acom 1000 (2) linear amplifiers.
S.C.S. Pactor II with an upgrade was used
for loading logs and photos to the website
daily and for receiving daily reports and
requests which proved to be a huge success.
Our first QSOs were about 5pm local
(0315z – Chatham time is 45 minutes ahead
of New Zealand) on Thursday. We were
amazed at the demand and after the first 24
hours had clocked up 10,000 contacts. The
next 24 hours produced another 10,000 and
then the rate dropped a little to about 6,600
per 24 hours. We continued with 24-hour
operation and gradually introduced more LF
operation including the 80m SSB and 160m
European windows at 0600 followed by
USA and Asian openings.

We entered the Multi-2 section of the CQ
WW Phone contest with two rigs, one
designated for 10 and 20 while the other
was used on 15 and 40. In 30 hours of
contest operation we had 5,500+ QSOs.
Meanwhile operation continued on SSB on
the WARC bands and on digital modes on
all bands. All up, in 11 days we had an
amazing 72,213 contacts including 30,819
CW, 39,002 SSB, 2059 RTTY, 333 PSK.

Fun with the pile-ups

6 Metres

All team members had an enjoyable time
handling the pileups which were generally
well behaved and we endeavoured to make
ZL7C available to all, whether they be the
big guns or the small pistols or even the
dupes making sure of contacts with us.
Operating for 24 hours per day provided us
with some interesting and exciting moments
especially when we worked several African
stations (these are always difficult from ZL)
and YA5T in Afghanistan.

On 6m Bob ZL3TY or ‘Mr Static’ as we
knew him, spent many hours listening to
noise and running the 6m beacon on an
FT100 rig and 5 element Yagi. He was
rewarded with three FSK441 meteor scatter
and two CW QSOs on 6m with ZL stations
and then, on our last operating day, a nice
opening to JA which produced 136 CW
QSOs. On 2m Bob used the FT100 with a
Daiwa 150 Watt amplifier adjacent to the 12
element Yagi to make four JT44
moonbounce QSOs with US stations. Bob
also spent some time dealing with HF
pileups. SSB operation was handled by
ZL4HU, ZL1CN, N2WB, K3VN, DF4TD,
JF1OCQ, ZL2ST and ZL3TY, while digital

Various digital modes were used at times
including RTTY, PSK31, SSTV, hand-sent
CW by G4EDG (for the benefit of the local
newspaper) and Steve’s 5 Watt 20m
transceiver. Conditions were generally kind

_____________________________________________________________________
18

operation was carried out by WF5T,
KW4DA, G4EDG, ZL2BSJ, ZL2ST, and
JF1OCQ. Wilbert also spent many hours
‘working’ on our logs for the daily
transmission to webmaster ZL2ARN.

airport. The Wellington group occupied
themselves on their final day by sightseeing.
From Waitangi which is towards the bottom
of the western side of the island we went
east to look through the local (diesel
powered) electricity generating station and
on to Owenga on the east coast to view the
Tommy Solomon statue and village. We
then went up back to the west coast and
north to the top eastern corner of the island
(about a one and a half hour trip) and
viewed the centuries old Mori Ori tree
carvings nearby and the village of
Kaingaroa. We then headed south and west
to walk to the basalt columns on the coast
and then drove on to Port Hutt village with
its shipwreck on the beach. Each of the
villages has its own fish-processing factory.

Logistics & Ambience
Our eating arrangements were very flexible
indeed and if you are fond of burgers and
chips or chips and burgers then you guessed
it. However, they were tailored to suit the
tastes of the various team members by a
very helpful local café. We were provided
with two most welcome barbecues and, on a
more exotic occasion, were treated to
cooked crayfish and a green salad,
compliments of Terry and Trish, the fine
hosts of Ken’s XYL Emily and son William
who joined us on this DXpedition.

On return to Waitangi the group proceeded
up the hill to the old ZLC coast radio station
which now houses the telephone exchange.
Only one mast remains for various VHF
telephone services. We then visited the local
TV studio which is closing soon because
many of the islanders are now receiving TV
signals directly via satellite. The TV station
is above the local wharf where the shipping
service to New Zealand calls regularly. Next
day it was the turn of the second group to
leave for Wellington.

The weather on Chatham is a little cooler
than we are used to in New Zealand,
courtesy of a regular cool southwesterly
wind. However during the period we were
operational and particularly at assembly and
dismantling times we were treated to more
rain than is normal. Most of us walked the
1½km from the backpackers to the
racecourse daily but on occasions during the
showers the rental car was most welcome.
We closed down at midnight local on 28
October to allow time for some well-earned
rest before dismantling the aerials early next
day. The pileups were still there but
somewhat diminished after 11 days
operation. Following the pack up-on
Monday the group with some invited guests
enjoyed a dinner at the Waitangi Hotel,
topped off with some fine New Zealand
wines and Chatham Island 'Black Robin'
beer. The beer is named after a local
endangered bird species of which there were
only about 5 in existence in 1980. It was the
world’s rarest bird. After careful
management their numbers are now
increasing.

Thanks
The local Chatham Islanders supported us
extremely well and our heartfelt thanks go
to them. As a result of placing an
advertisement on the TV a number of folk
visited us to gain for themselves an
appreciation of what we were up to.
To all our supporters/sponsors we would
like to take the opportunity to say a big
thank you. Without your support this
DXpedition would not have taken place. We
hope that you will continue to support these
ventures and hopefully or even maybe, the
Kermadec DX Association will again be
heard on the Airwaves. For more pictures
and information plus ZL7C logs have a look
at our website: http://www.qsl.net/zl7c/.

On Tuesday morning most of the gear was
loaded on to the Air Chathams truck and the
Christchurch-bound group set off for the
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ZL7C DXpedition Continent Statistics
CW

160

80

40

30

20

17

15

12

10

6

2

ALL

%

NAm

187

398

1022

1006

1556

875

1772

1481

2558

0

0

10855

15.1

SAm

1

9

39

37

87

48

97

66

91

0

0

475

0.7

EU

26

573

1442

1729

2849

2044

1689

473

853

0

0

11678

16.2

AS

132

253

935

1252

972

836

1195

635

984

136

0

7330

10.2

AF

0

2

4

5

10

9

9

4

10

0

0

53

0.1

OC

52

38

62

55

79

29

44

29

38

2

0

428

0.6

Total

398

1273

3504

4084

5553

3841

4806

2688

4534

138

0

30819

42.7

SSB

160

80

40

30

20

17

15

12

10

6

2

ALL

%

NAm

0

168

605

0

2586

1820

4814

1842

5296

0

0

17131

23.8

SAm

0

7

29

0

280

101

308

91

228

0

0

1044

1.5

EU

0

242

91
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OH PACIFIC 2001
OH1AWW OH3JR OH6KN (veijo.kontas@nokia.com)
Background

Preparations

The scope of “OH Pacific 2001” was to
activate Western Samoa (5W1) and Tonga
(A35) for two weeks each with a team of
three Finnish radio amateurs: Henri Olander
OH3JR, Veikko Pekola OH1AWW and
Veijo Kontas OH6KN. 5W1 is around 80100 and A35 around 130 on the various
most wanted lists. But activity on the
lowbands has been infrequent, so the low
band position is much higher, especially
from Europe. The main focus for the
expedition was on the low bands and
operation to Europe.

The first station trials were done in central
Finland in Vammala, at a place arranged by
Juha OH9MM. The main focus was to try
out the low band antennas: 160m toploaded
vertical, 2 el. phased array for 80m and a 2
el. phased array for 30/40m. The results on
160m and 80m were not very good, maybe
due to conditions, but on 30/40m the system
worked very well. That convinced us of the
efficiency of the 2 element phased vertical
arrays.
Departure
Departure took place from Helsinki very
early on Sunday 16 December 2001. We
had packed everything beautifully into 4
suitcases and 2 ski bags. At the check-in the
lady noticed our heavy packages and got
very tough: 32kg per package was allowed
and only 8kg for hand baggage. We had to
decide very quickly how to lighten our 16kg
hand packages. Under pressure we left out
the antenna tuner, 6-band bandpass filter
and one additional laptop computer. We had
to pack the main rig, an IC-756 Pro2, into
the luggage, just praying that it would
survive to the islands. We flew from
Helsinki to Los Angeles via Frankfurt.
Things went fine, except that Henri was
asked to explain in Frankfurt, what on earth
did we have in our luggage. We stayed
overnight in Los Angeles. We visited HRO
in Anaheim to fill up some missing
equipment needs and then had an excellent
tour of the Queen Mary docked at Long
Beach Harbour.

Planning
Originally the team consisted of Veikko,
OH1AWW, Henri, OH3JR, Veijo, OH6KN,
Juha, OH9MM, Kari OH2BP. Closer to
departure it became clear that only Veikko,
Henri and Veijo were able to continue for
the trip. As the planning responsibility
shifted from Juha to Veijo, a few
teleconference meetings were held prior to
departure. But preparations were definitely
not good enough: the high band antennas
had not been tried out and the equipment
plan was not optimal. At the end we had
quite a few stations, but not enough
operators and supporting hardware, like
bandfilters, etc.
For quite some time we were looking for a
good web master for the trip. In late
November, Marko OH4JFN promised to be
our web master. Quite quickly he set up the
web pages for us. During the trip we were
able to update the logs quite easily from
5W, since Veijo’s employer (Nokia), had a
local mail link available. On Tonga, the
situation was different. We had to use
Henri’s web mail for sending the logs to
Marko, but this also worked fine.

Western Samoa, 5W
We arrived in Western Samoa and the Hotel
Kitano Tusitala very early on Dec. 17th.
The first scouting around the area looked
promising, there was lot of backyard
available to put the antennas up. We started
to set up the antennas at sunrise. We had a
lot of fishing rods, aluminium and wire with
us. The low band antennas had been tried

Log updating during the expedition is an
important aspect to assure stations of their
QSOs. Thanks to the net cafes all over the
world, this is possible from most places.
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out earlier in Vammala, but the high band
antennas had not been worked on. It took us
two days to get all the antennas up, after a
lot of trial and error. Luckily we had bought
an MFJ259B antenna analyser from HRO in
Anaheim, which made ‘onsite antenna
development’ much easier.

Our route back to Finland went first via
Auckland (ZL) and Singapore (9V). In
Auckland we visited the monumental TV
tower and some other attractions. In
Singapore we spent slightly less time, just
long enough to visit the Sim Lim tower with
lots of electronic offerings.

5W0VK was soon QRV and after the first
day we very soon got into the normal
operating rhythm: no QSOs in the morning,
but just supply fill up, some light JA pileups
in the afternoon, dinner just before the dawn
and full night operation during the night.

After the DXpedition
We arrived back in Finland on 18th January.
We split the hardware and all went to our
own directions. It took us quite some time to
recover from the trip. After about 1 month
we started to think about QSLing and other
topics. Henri, OH3JR, who was our QSL
manager, had already received a big box of
direct QSLs.

We had basically 4 operational stations with
us: IC756 Pro2, 2 x IC706 and one FT100.
Because we had left the bandfilter in
Helsinki, we were able to run only one
station on any one activity.

Lessons Learnt
There were quite a few lessons learnt
before, during and after the trip.

There were no QSOs to Europe on 160m,
but we did work Europe on 80m, with one
particularly good opening.

1. Sponsor discussions need to be started 23 months before the trip. Due to the hectic
work assignments of Veijo, the mailing of
the sponsor applications was left to the
flight to Los Angeles. And of course, that is
very late. Earlier we had a positive decision
from OH DX foundation and Chiltern DX
Club.

On the 3rd of January we packed everything
back into the original luggage and we were
ready to head for the second destination:
Tonga.
Tonga, A35
We arrived at Tonga very early on the
morning of Jan 4th. Our original hotel was
closed and the travel agency had to find us a
new hotel on the spot. At 8am we arrived at
Papilou’s place, which seemed to be perfect
for our mission. After a few hours of sleep
we started to set up the antennas. Since we
had rehearsed everything on 5W, we were
about twice as fast in setting up the antennas
and on Jan 5th everything was ready to fire
up A35VK on the air.

2. Licence applications have to be sent at
least 4 months before the trip. We thought,
that we had submitted our applications early
enough. But there were problems with many
things: e-mail addresses, submission fees,
etc. In the end, we got confirmations from
both 5W and A35 PTTs prior to our
departure, that our licences would be
available at the local PTT upon our arrival.
3. Antennas have to be tried out before the
trip, not during the trip. We had tried out the
low band antennas in Finland, but also with
them there were some open items. The high
band antennas were not tried out in Finland.
This caused 1-2 extra days of work and left
us with some uncertainty as to the real
condition of the antennas. With hard work,
we got the antennas up and based on the
QSO results, they worked surprisingly well.

Conditions from Tonga were surprisingly
different from 5W. During a few occasions
we were able to work Europe on 80m
On 16th January we packed everything else,
except the low band antennas. We wanted to
leave the heavy aluminium and 10m fishing
rods for Karl (A35RK). Unfortunately some
of the material was lost during storage, and
Karl was not able to utilise our antennas
from the expedition.

4. Find out airline luggage limitations
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before
check-in.
We
used
SAS/Lufthansa/Air New Zealand flights.
None of us checked their website before. At
check-in we realised the brute facts, and had
to make some very quick decisions; some of
them were wrong decisions.

earlier experience, it was somewhat left to
lower priority and we did not make any
QSOs on RTTY at all.
8. Laptops. We initially had 4 laptops with
us. The first one was broken at Helsinki
airport when shuffling the overweight
between packages. The second one didn’t
like the heat and moisture of the islands.
The third one created problems with
password. The additional spare computer
was the only usable laptop in Tonga. We
were very close to hand logging, which
would have caused a serious slow down in
QSO rates and a lot of additional QSL work.

5. Interference filters are needed for 2
station operation. Due to the check-in
luggage limitations we had to leave out
some 15kg of equipment. We left out the 6band bandpass filter (by WX0B), which
proved to be a mistake. We tried out coaxial
stubs, which helped, but did not cure the
interband interference.
6. Set realistic targets with the personnel
available. At the beginning of the trip we set
the targets to be: total 20k QSOs, 40% with
Europe, 20% on the lowbands (1.8-10
MHz). This all was based on having 2
stations on the air and with 4-5 people. In
the end we were 3 of us and only one station
was operational. The ended up with quite a
tiring, but still manageable, operating
schedule.

The expedition Web page, including QSO
statistics and log search is at:
www.qsl.net/ohpacific/
(Seems as though these guys should have
read “DXpeditioning, Behind the Scenes”,
the book produced by the Five Star team
after their 9M0C expedition! See flyer
included with this Digest, if you don’t yet
have a copy. – Ed.)

7. RTTY requires a person with experience.
We planned to operate also RTTY from the
both islands. But since none of us had

North & South Cook Islands, October 2002
Tim Beaumont, M3SDE (tim@groundwave.freeserve.co.uk)
very difficult to arrange; it’s just a case of
booking your flights a long time in advance
to ensure you can get there and back when
you want, otherwise you could end up being
stranded for quite a while, ha ha I wish!
Wouldn't that be fun? Problem is, I might
not have a job to go back to when I get
home.

ZK1SDE A DXers Journal, 22nd
October 2002, Cook Islands North
and South.
It seems incredible that once again I am
sitting on a Boeing 747 on another epic
adventure. Last year we were disappointed
not to be able to activate the North Cook
Islands so this year we have set ourselves a
new task, to try to go to North Cook and
activate Manihiki Island. In 2001 we could
not get a flight back from Manihiki Island
so despite a determined effort we were not
able to pull off the North Cooks on that
occasion. This year a friend who was in the
Cook Islands helped make enquiries into
flights with Air Rarotonga. It really wasn't

An unplanned trip
Anyway, originally I had not planned to go
on this trip at all as my finances were really
in a dire state of affairs. Jed had telephoned
me on several occasions to see if I could
come but sadly I was not able to join him.
Then when Jed tried to book his flight from
Rarotonga to Manihiki a few months ago he
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flight was due to take off at 8am and
although my seat had been reserved no
money had been paid. The ticket office was
due to open at 7am and I really was
beginning to worry now it was 7.55am when
finally the ticket office opened and I was
able to confirm my flight. Why was I
worried; they certainly were not? A short
flight over to Aitutaki and I was met at the
runway by Jed and Queen Tutai Manarangi;
what a great surprise and very welcome too
after such a long day. After a shower and
some moments to gather my disorientated
body Jed and I drove to the Samade Bar for
a beer and to catch up with the latest news. I
had missed the European opening so it was
the next morning before I was able to work
some friends back home. I already had
permission from Cook Islands Telecom use
ZK1SDE and just needed to pop into the
Telecom office to do the required
paperwork and to pay NZ$20 for the
licence.

was told that he could only carry 10kg of
luggage on the flight, barely enough to carry
personal possessions let alone radio
equipment. So Jed had to pay for two seats
on the flight to Manihiki. It was at this time
I received a telephone call from Jed saying
that, as he had already paid for the extra seat
to Manihiki, would I reconsider going. Well
it’s not often in a lifetime an offer like that
comes so I accepted and started to make
plans for my unexpected journey. Between
the two of us we agreed what equipment we
should take, but with only 20kg luggage
allowance between us the challenge was to
try to make the expedition successful but
with the smallest of equipment.
As always the trusty Kenwood TS50 finds
itself joining me on another adventure, also
an Icom 728, we have two RM500
amplifiers and 2 x 30amp dual switch mode
power supplies. Jed is already in the Cook
Islands. He left Great Britain almost a
month ago and has arranged with Victor
ZK1CG in Rarotonga to have the Sirio 4
element beam sent by sea to Manihiki ahead
of our arrival in a week's time. As usual on
an expedition like this a great deal of
forward planning is needed. We already had
a TS50 on Aitutaki Island, but the kW
amplifier was not working, so extra supplies
were needed to be able to carry out the
activity. Just as on last year’s flight from
London to Los Angeles, an awesome sight
was below me, as we flew over the coast of
Greenland. I could see not only snow
covered mountain peaks but the sunset that
you only see in magazines. Truly
magnificent! Never before had I flown so
far in one journey, but arrived in Los
Angeles with just 30 minutes before
boarding my next flight to Rarotonga. The
flight was a further 10 hours. Arriving at
Rarotonga I had several hours to adjust to
Cook Island time but I felt very
disorientated and was not sure even what
day it was.

The first few days were for me a holiday. It
wasn't until Monday 28th that our work was
to start for the expedition to Manihiki
Island. This morning we were to fly back to
Rarotonga to prepare for our trip. Victor
ZK1CG was waiting for us at Rarotonga
airport with an amateur from Sweden who
was here for the CQWW Contest. We had a
couple of jobs to do before lunch, first to
help Victor take down one of the antennas at
his home and take to another ham on the
Island and put the beam up, then back to
Victor's to prepare our suitcase to go up to
Manihiki Atoll. We were pleased that the
flight was still on schedule because the last
flight a few days ago was cancelled because
the supply ship carrying the aviation fuel to
Manihiki had not arrived and, in fact, only
arrived the day before we were due to take
off. We were relieved as on that supply ship
were our antenna systems and cables which
had been put on the ship for us by Victor the
previous week. Our luggage allowance on
the plane was just 10kg per person but we
were really pushing our luck with a suitcase
weighing 32kg and we still had our hand
luggage to consider - another 18kg of laptop

Welcome to Pacific Time!
What happened next made me realise that I
was now in a laid back way of life. My next
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computers and cameras. We decided it best
to check in the luggage the afternoon before
we fly to ensure that we could get it all on
the plane. With some relief I can tell you we
did manage to get everything we needed on
the plane even though the only clothes I
could pack were a few T-shirts and
underwear. That afternoon it was nice to
relax with a meal in town and to talk about
the WW contest that the guys in Rarotonga
had been active in. Tuesday 29th arrived
quickly and an early morning shower at
4:30am was required as we needed a
briefing from Victor about where we were
staying and who we would be meeting in
Manihiki, what equipment was in the lodge
where we were staying.

Beers and a generator please!
Within half an hour we had found a 7m pole
to mount the antenna, if and when it arrived.
It was a good way to meet some of the
Islanders and we were soon on first name
terms with many of them. Then we went to
a shop to buy some beer; that was one
priority that we must get right. We walked
for about an hour asking everyone we could
see if they had a generator that we could
rent for a week. Unfortunately, if they had
one it was in use. It was back to Paaka
Hagai's home for a drink and another few
telephone calls. I rigged up a long wire to
discuss things with the ham operators on the
other side of the Island from America and
unfortunately they were not willing to help
us at all. As if by magic a man appeared
looking at my long wire and said that he had
a 2.5kW generator we could use until our
equipment arrived. Suddenly amidst all the
confusion and obstacles put in front of us
we could see that our challenge was
beginning to take shape. The radio was set
up, generator working and, hey presto, we
were active even though it was only with a
long wire for 40m. This was enough to work
a few stations in South America and
Australia. Kamuta, the local guy who rented
us the generator, offered to take Jed over to
the other side of the lagoon to where the
supply ship was to be moored. It was a lot
of hanging around waiting for the sailors to
unload the cargo. Eventually the antenna
and car battery were off-loaded but the box
containing the co-ax was still on board and
we were told we would have to wait until
tomorrow. By the time Jed and Kamuta
returned home it was dark and Jed was
exhausted and soaking wet from the trip.

Lots of information to take in; just hope I
can remember all that was said. Check in at
the airport was at 6am and the flight left
around one hour later. The plane was a tiny
12 seater. It's a real experience to be up in
the air in this aircraft; it took 45 minutes to
arrive back at Aitutaki Island for refuelling
the plane for the next part of the flight,
which was about another two and a half
hours north of Aitutaki. Our arrival at the
airport was one of total confusion. We had
planned to stay on the other side of the
Island but the Mayor said that he had
changed our plans. We were now staying in
another location; the big problem was that
there were no poles to put the antenna on,
no generator and worse news was still to
come. The supply ship with our antennas
and cables was still on Rackahanga Island
25 miles away and not due in until late
afternoon. Unbelievably, all our plans had
just been thrown out of the window. We sat
down with Paaka Hagai our host and asked
for help. We used his telephone to try to sort
out all the confusion. I cannot express our
feelings right now, just very angry and
upset. It was no good; we were getting
nowhere. I suggested that Jed and I should
go for a walk to calm down and just get our
bearings on the island. Well, this is not hard
it is only a few hundred yards across. Our
challenge was to set up the DXpedition in 4
hours combing the island for materials.

The following morning we put the antenna
together and prepared for the installation of
the mast. The weather here is generally a
few degrees Celsius hotter than the South
Islands; the first couple of days have been
very hot and very windy too with lots of
tropical showers throughout the night. The
first afternoon on the radio finished with
296 QSOs and the band closed early at
about 8pm local. Thursday 31st October, Jed
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and I were both up at 6am, which is when
the main generator on the island is switched
on. We have mains power from 6am until 12
noon and from 6pm until midnight. Thanks
to Kamuta we have the 2.5kW generator
from midday until 6pm. It wasn't until after
7am that we made the first contacts into
Europe; the conditions were very frustrating
as we could hear lots of noise from people
calling us but the signals were below the
audible level.

badly on my legs by mosquitoes and was in
some pain. Friday 1st November, again just
like last night good conditions to Europe for
about 2 hours, but then we had a day of very
poor conditions only the big guns could
make it through. It is now Sunday
November 3rd and the radio is very quiet,
the opening to Europe did not happen long
path last night and was only open to Italy
and Spain this morning for 20 minutes.
Since early this morning the radio has just
been monitoring as few signals could be
heard. For all the help that Kamuta had
given us, Jed will be leaving him a truck
battery, which we shipped across to power
the amplifier.

We only could make just under 100 contacts
to Europe before conditions completely
dropped out. The wind has dropped today
and the temperature is incredibly hot. As the
band was very quiet Jed and I took a walk
around the island taking in the lovely view
of the lagoon on one side and, as you cross
the island, about 300 yards away is the
Pacific Ocean. We watched some
technicians at work on a black pearl farm
and visited the village school where the
children loved having their photos taken as
they studied in the classroom. As we
returned the band was opening to South
America and we were able to log many
more stations. By now the supply ship had
unloaded its cargo for Manihiki and soon
left as the islanders went about their
business of stocking their homes with the
month's supply of food and goods. The
island is incredibly expensive for the
Manihiki residents. Wages are very low and
goods are equal in price to Europe so the
people here are quite poor. Their homes are
very basic and are of just wooden
construction, and most certainly could not
withstand the Pacific hurricanes. Just 6
years ago Manihiki Island was struck by a
tidal wave from a hurricane which killed 18
people here. Despite the basic living of the
Island everyone wants to talk to us and say
hello and all the islanders seem really
friendly and have welcomed us into their
lives.

We also rigged up a wire antenna for
Kamuta as he has a few marine radios that
he wants to use when he is out fishing in his
boat so that in case of an emergency he can
contact his friends on the Islands. Our hosts
Paaka and his wife Yvonne have also been
great, cooking us 3 good meals each day,
Yvonne really is a wonderful cook. It is just
so hot today, the sweat just pours off us and
there is not a lot else to do other than watch
the sea and wait for the propagation to open
up once again.
A little about Manihiki
Manihiki Atoll consists of a ring of small
islands with a lagoon in the middle and the
Pacific Ocean waves breaking at the reef’s
edge. Only two of the islands are inhabited
with about 450 people living between the
two Islands. Our location is close to the
runway and is in the Village of Tukao, next
to the lagoon. The main occupation of the
Manihiki Islanders is from the black pearl
industry and this is now the time for the
seeding season of the oysters. There is no
mains water on the Island so rain water has
to be collected from the roof tops and stored
in large water containers. Yvonne was
telling me that last year they had no rain for
6 months and once the home supply was
used the village water was restricted to one
bucket per family in the morning and one in
the evening. Manihiki is probably as remote
as you could possibly get; 600 miles from

By evening at last we had a good opening to
Europe mostly Italy and Poland via longpath over the South Pole. It was great; at
last we can work a real pile up. I was really
suffering at this moment as I had been bitten
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US$55, Accommodation US$400, other
costs US$160. Remember this is only the
costings from Rarotonga to Manihiki. Total
US$2,770. Cost of flights from Europe and
other expenses US$4,800; just for two
people a total of US$7,570.

the nearest port and with no Internet access.
The children on the island were so well
behaved and a pleasure to watch in the
school studying. I feel very humbled to have
stayed on the island for a week living as the
islanders do. There are no bars, restaurants,
hotels, no Post Office not even a tourist in
sight, just one shop, run by one of the pearl
farmers. The highlight of the week is the
bingo night at the church. A real adventure,
and for me the radio activity is just a bonus,
my real discovery is the people of the
island, the place, its remoteness, the
incredible heat and humidity both day and
night, and how everyone survives here. This
place is a secret, and truly I am
overwhelmed by all that I have seen.

Back with ZK1CG
Once at Victor's home I again spent several
hours on the radio, surprise, surprise, hi hi.
The last night gave me the best propagation
that I had encountered and I didn't turn the
radio off until 3am local. While working a
pile up of JAs, I was pleased to log
P5/4L4FN and also XY1M. Some of the
other interesting ones in the log were
T32NCC, a local one from here, P29VR,
K8O and K8T, JY9QJ, J28UN and H44A. It
was interesting to learn about the Amateur
Radio Training School in the Solomon
Islands; it was great. Every day I heard the
training school teaching 14-17 year olds
how to transmit on the bands. How often do
you hear that being done, a real credit to
Solomon Amateur Radio Operators. Also in
the log were 5Z4DZ and 5N6EAM. Africa
is very difficult to work from here. I even
logged our very own G3LAS; nice to work
you for the first time John! In total across
the bands 6,000 QSOs into 140 DXCC
logged from the three Islands that I was
active from. Aitutaki Island OC-083,
Manihiki Island OC-014 and Rarotonga
OC-013. Some more statistics, I spent 52
hours flying from Boeing 747s down to a
tiny 8 seater plane where the pilot flew
while reading the plane’s operating
manuals, hhmm a little unnerving I can tell
you. I got a big buzz from beaming directly
over the South Pole at around 06.00 UTC
and working Europe and back into England.
You might like to try your luck doing that
sometime; the Pacific operators would
appreciate you trying. These contacts were
up to 15,000 miles, not bad when we
currently had an Amber 4 K index
disturbance level.

The sun has set and risen again with no
European conditions. We have just one day
left on Manihiki Island. We hope that we
can add a few more contacts on to the log.
One of the local pearl farmers asked me for
help in contacting the coastguard so that
they could get a weather report; it is now the
hurricane season here. Thanks to some hams
in the USA we were able to get the latest
hurricane report from Hawaii and luckily
Hurricane Kuna was some way to the north
of us tracking west. Conditions never did
open up again to Europe so the log was
closed at 0810 local time on 5th November
with 2500 QSOs to 70+ DXCC. The
equipment was quickly packed away as we
made our way to the tiny runway to wait for
the plane to take us out. Once again we were
carrying close to 50kg of equipment and
only just managed to get it all on the plane,
although once again we had to pay excess
baggage costs. The flight back to Rarotonga
was 3½ hours and Victor was waiting for us
at the other end. With my feet still swollen
from the mosquito bites, I decided to go to
the pharmacist to get some medical advice. I
hope it will heal pretty soon as now I am
having difficulty in walking. The trip back
to the UK took another 25 hours of flying
over a day and a half. Just to fly from
Rarotonga to Manihiki Atoll cost a
staggering US$1,600, generator hire US$55,
boat hire to get equipment from supply ship,

A special full colour photo QSL is available
via my UK address only, PO Box 17 KX
Warwickshire CV8 1SF England. Currently
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looking for QSL Sponsors!!!

Victor, Paaka and Yvonne Hagai, Kamuta
and Nando Glassi of the Government's
Outer Islands Administration who flew back
to London with us.

Thanks to all the people who helped us on
the Cook Islands, ZK1DD Des, Queen Tutai
Manarangi, Gina's Garden Lodges, ZK1CG

XU7ACJ ( SSB ) XU7ACN ( CW + Digi mode ) XU7AUR ( AS-133 )
Cambodia - September 2002
ON5UR, ON6NP, ON5TN (forwarded with permission by M3SDE)
our fingers and hope that we see these
materials again..." Finally it was time to go.
We started our trip from Aarschot to
Brussels (Belgium) by train. From Brussels
we travelled by Thalys (high speed train) to
CDG Paris (France). In Paris we had our
flight to Dubai, where we stayed 40 minutes
and then we flew to Saigon. Later that day
we flew to Cambodia. Our first problems
show up in Paris. Our hand baggage was too
heavy at 19kg.

We started the organisation for a new trip at
the beginning of 2002. We had a great
destination, but through the high helicopter
costs we had to cancel our plans. So I (Max)
ON5UR was looking for a new rare DXCC.
After only 3 days I was sure to visit
Cambodia. I talked about my plans with
Wim ON6NP and Karel ON5TN who
agreed with the idea. The morning after I
talked to my boss (he was envious), but
finally he gave me three weeks extra
holiday in September even though he was
not really happy. The same day we
contacted the travel shop and booked
tickets. Now it was time to start the serious
work. We had to look for a hotel, a place
close to the coast, because we also had plans
to visit Koh Poah Island. After some
searching we found a good place in
Sihanoukville and after some e- mails we
had permission to put up our equipment at
the hotel.

Security problems in Vietnam
After a serious talk with the lady from
Vietnam Airlines, she agreed that we could
enter the aircraft. We flew on September 11
and the security level was high. The second
problem showed up in Vietnam. By
boarding time Max still did not have
permission to enter the aircraft. All was
okay with Wim, but I had no idea why I
could not enter the aircraft. The man told
me only sit down here. A few minutes later
three policemen picked me up. I crossed the
airfield and every door I passed; three other
policemen were waiting for me. I can
promise you that gives you a bad feeling.
After I passed a few doors, I asked very
carefully to one policeman "Is there any
problem Mister?" his answer was short
"Maybe!" My heart was beating faster and
finally I entered the Customs/police office. I
was surprised when I entered the office. My
baggage was on the desk. I had in my
baggage 2km of wire to design some
antennas in Cambodia and they did not trust
the materials in my baggage. I tried to
explain that it was nothing dangerous and
that I would use it to make antennas for
radio transmission. After a good talk I was

We also started planning our trip to Koh
Poah Island (means: snake Island). We had
to organise absolutely everything. There is
no electricity, no water, just nothing. So we
had to arrange a lot of things for the island.
After a few e-mails we found out that
Cambodia was a really poor country and
that we had to do a lot of things in advance.
We had many unanswered questions. What
if we are there and we find no good
materials? After a lot of talk we take the
decision to take a lot of materials with us
from Belgium. So two weeks before we left
we sent 3 boxes and one big wooden box by
cargo to Cambodia. More than 110kg were
sent this way. At the cargo service, I looked
into Wim's eyes and told him, "let’s cross
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able to pack my baggage and they brought
me to another control post. Another check
of hand baggage, radios, laptops and finally
I could get my boarding tickets. Wim was
happy that I was in time for the aircraft
together with him to Cambodia.

strong we were able to work European
stations. The pile-ups were very strong and
everybody was screaming to get a place in
the logbook. It was very hard to get stations
from North and South America in our
logbooks. Sorry to say it, but many
Europeans never stop calling, even if we ask
several times "Please only outside Europe".
During our stay we had to work on our trip
to Koh Poah Island. We had to look for
transport (fishing boat) and for a power
generator. Another point was our security.
The manager from the hotel told us that it
was not a good idea to go alone, because
there are still sea pirates in Cambodia. A
good monthly salary is only $20, so if they
can take for example a radio or laptop, it's
equivalent to us winning the lottery. So with
the help of our hotel manager we found 2
policemen who stayed with us 24 hours a
day, with guns and machine gun on the
island.

“So far so good”
So our slogan was "So far, so good". It was
almost midday when we entered Cambodia.
It was really hot and we tried to find out
where to pick up our 110kg cargo that we
had sent two weeks before. We found the
office and the next problems showed up.
The Customs had told us that we did not
need an official letter from the country that
they give permission to import the materials
into Cambodia. So it was an unbelievably
hard job to get this official letter and finally
after 8 hours we paid $500 so that we could
enter the country. So it was almost 8pm.
Then we could start the last part of our trip.
This part was by taxi and more than 3 hours
driving to south Cambodia.

It was Friday morning when we left for Koh
Poah Island. To load the boat we had to
enter the water. It was a risky job, with the
expensive materials above our heads,
walking around in the sea. But finally all
was loaded safely with no accidents. After a
trip of almost 1 hour we landed on the
island. It was rainy season, so we must
hurry up with all the equipment. So first we
built our tent and could put all equipment on
a safe place, and then it was time for the
antennas. The job was done before the first
rain downfall. It was already late in the
afternoon and we made the first QSOs from
Koh Poah Island. Less than one hour later
another problem showed up, the generator
was broken. It was already dark and we
were unable to fix it again during that night.
Finally there was daylight and we repaired
the generator. So we could continue the
DXpedition but, as usual, propagation was
very poor during day time. It was really hot
that day with temperatures up to 40C. Many
fishing boats were crossing near us, to see
what was happening on the beach. One of
the policemen told us, it's not a good sign,
now they take a look and will maybe come
back tonight.

During our trip 3 people stopped us en
route. From the taxi driver’s face we could
see that he was unhappy about this.
However, after a look in the taxi they let us
proceed. Finally after 36 hours we arrived at
our hotel. The following day we told this
story to others in the hotel and they told us,
Nobody does that trip during night hours,
(especially not tourists) and when you
travel, never stop the car, even when it is a
police car. Only stop when they point guns
in the direction of the car, otherwise just
drive. So we were lucky, and we understand
why the taxi driver was unhappy.
Finally QRV
The following morning we put up antennas
and started our DXpedition. We were
surprised that propagation was so poor
during the day time, but finally during the
evening time we had the first opening into
Europe. Conditions looked good but we had
big problems with 9+ signal on FM. The
band was completely full with strange
signals and it sounded like people singing
on the radio. But when conditions were very
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change their mind and finally they leave
again. So I think that we have to thank our
security and hotel manager for the good
information. I'm almost sure if we had been
alone that we would have had big troubles.
During our last night the generator broke
again and we did all to fix it, but we had no
luck. So we decided to sleep a few hours,
because we had to leave the island early the
next morning. So when the sun came up it
was time to pack our equipment. So after a
safe boat trip it was time to take a good
shower and dinner. Ooohhh what a good
feeling, that was 4 days ago. On the basis of
some information we received, we decided
to leave two days early for the capital, to
export our materials again to Belgium. And
we were lucky, we take the good decision.
We again had big troubles with the
Customs. So we looked for a good cargo
service to help us. The office gave us the
offer of 4 persons who worked 2 complete
days with us only to export again our own
material. After all the cargo export was
okay, but it cost us another $666. So the
troubles with the Customs made our
DXpedition really expensive.

..and Security Problems in Cambodia
The evening was coming and we had our
first good opening to Europe. We got many
compliments for our strong signals in
Europe. And the pile-up was going fine. Our
security team asked us to stop one moment
and, yes, the first boat was coming closer to
the coast line. They made the machine guns
ready and that give us a feeling that the
situation was serious. One of the policemen
started shouting and they got an answer
from the boat. After some talking they
started the boat again and left the coastline.
So all was safe again and we could continue
our DXpedition. During our stay on the
island two military people stayed on the
island, as we soon discovered. After some
time we found out that all our food was
stolen. So we had to go another 24 hours
before there was fresh food and water. The
day after they brought fresh food and 30
minutes later we saw the military again take
our food. The police said nothing to them
and what could we do; we are strangers who
make DX on a Cambodian island, so that
was not the right moment to start words or
fights. So it was another long day before
new food was coming. So we made ready to
use our radio another night on the island.
Again we had a strong pile up and again a
sign from our policeman to stop talking.
Another boat was coming.

Well we can tell you that our DXpedition
costs 5988 Euros, not including our meals /
drinks and QSL printing costs. But we were
happy to get some donations from a few
fanatical DXers. We have new plans for
early 2004 and really hope that we have the
chance to realise them. So we hope to give
maybe later another new one? Thanks for
calling and hope to hear you soon again on
the band.

This time it was more serious, our
policeman asked them to leave, but they
didn't want to listen and we saw in the
moonlight that 3 people were jumping into
the seawater and coming closer and closer,
the police where screaming all the time in
Cambodian, but nothing could stop them...
Than they gave a few shots with the
machine gun in the water and then they

QSL Information - Direct to: ON6NP WIM VLAEYEN - WEEFBERGSTRAAT
47/A - B-3271 AVERBODE -BELGIUM.

DX HOLIDAY TO ECUADOR & THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
Mike Parker, G4IUF (g4iuf@supanet.com)
My wife (Sandy) and I set off from Gatwick
on October 2nd, flew to Houston and then
on to Quito, the capital of Ecuador, arriving

on the same day at nearly 11pm local time.
Our hotel made us very welcome and we
went straight to bed. The following two
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days were mainly taken up in obtaining the
licence for HC8. Various e-mails and letters
from the UK had produced no success in
even obtaining a reply. Our first call was to
the Directorate of Telecommunications; we
were asked to call at 4pm with all the
documentation (passport photo, passport,
UK/US licenses). The rest of the day was
spent sightseeing in Quito, some nice shops
and parks. We duly arrived at the
Directorate, and immediately hit a problem,
no-one spoke English, and my Spanish
while OK for radio and the usual tourist
phrases wasn't up to explaining everything.
We were passed up the chain, and
eventually found ourselves in an office with
a guy who spoke good English, I explained
that I had written via the UK Embassy, and
needed a licence for the Galapagos Islands
for 2 days’ time. I was then told I was in the
wrong building, and needed to see one of
two people in the Secretariat of
Telecommunications, about a mile away,
but it closed in 10 minutes. A phone call
was made and an appointment arranged for
10am the following day. This helpful person
then gave me his card, and turned out to be
the Director of Telecommunications nothing like going to the top.

a meal, and shown our rooms. Don Guido
has six guest rooms, all with a bedroom,
lounge and en-suite facilities. There is now
a website www.donguido.com for potential
visitors. The antennas had only recently
arrived, and we assembled the C3S that
evening and the next morning. I used it
propped on the roof of the laundry for the
RSGB contest on 6th October, and made a
few other contacts. On the 7th, with
assistance from another guest, we raised the
C3S to the top of the tower, and Guido also
put up a dipole for the low bands - all set up
and running. The rig was a TS850S, donated
by the HC8N team, and the key was a
hacksaw blade (part of) and clothes peg
assembled by M0CVV of the Ripon Club.
My usual Eddystone bug was left behind, as
it was mistaken for a hand grenade in
Western Samoa on a previous trip, and in
the current international climate, I didn't
fancy a side trip to Guantanamo Bay!!
QRV from Guido’s
Guido’s house is situated near the top of the
hill rising from the sea in Puerto Barquerizo
Moreno, and the view from the
lounge/operating position is superb over the
bay. Frigate birds, Pelicans and Blue Footed
Boobies fly round continuously, and the
beach and harbour area about a quarter mile
away have sea-lions and marine iguanas
along the shore. The sea-lions spend a lot of
the time basking on the beach, seats,
harbour walls, and anywhere else that's sort
of flat, and provide lots of entertainment.
The marine iguanas are a bit more elusive
around the harbour, but can be seen on the
rocks and walls.

HC8 licence in hand
The following day we visited the Secretariat
of Telecommunications. Here again no-one
spoke English, but the guy we saw Senor M
Guerrero is an amateur, (unfortunately I
never did get his call), and all went well. He
told me that it normally takes five days to
issue a licence, but if I called back at 4pm
he would try and get everything ready,
which he did. I've sent the ARRL and
RSGB all the information, which should
help anyone else headed that way.

During our stay we visited El Junco, the site
of the HC8N contest station. It’s about 11
miles from the port, on a hill top, and was
continually shrouded in mist for the whole
of our stay. Everything is damp and
surprisingly cold, we felt freezing in our
tropical clothing, and the antennas and
rotators need quite a bit of work before
contests because of the continual dampness.
There are four 135ft towers, with stacked
arrays, and loops for 80 and 160 metres, a

Next day we headed off on the TAME flight
to San Cristobal, via Guayaquil. All flights
go this route as Quito airport is in the city
centre and, it seems, they don't fuel aircraft
there, so you sit on the tarmac at Guayaquil
for an hour while the plane is fuelled up. On
arrival we were met by Guido HC8GR and
taken to his house, where we were treated to
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great contest site apart from the weather. A
local family lives there, tending the farm
and animals. Near the contest site is an
extinct volcanic crater filled with water,
which is where the town gets most of its
water supply, though Guido has his own
spring and purified water. The crater has
quite a lot of birds in it, but due to the mist
we didn't see many, though frustratingly
could hear them.

down on the horses. This was my first ever
horse ride and, I suspect, my last; the aches
and pains took days to go away. The wild
life is a bit different too, the finches are
slightly different, and one endemic to the
island is a brilliant red; there are also
flamingos and stilts on the inland salt lakes.
One side trip was a boat ride to an offshore
islet where an old lava tube is now
submerged and cut off from the sea at low
tide; white tipped reef sharks gather in the
tube, and cleaner wrasse operate there, you
can get really close to them along the
landward side of the tube - but don't fall in!

For the next 10 days we settled into a
routine. Sandy would usually walk down to
the sea and look at the early morning wild
life, and I would operate the radio, then after
lunch we'd both go and visit one of the areas
around the town. There are several beaches
within a mile of town, frigate bird hill with
views over the bays and out to sea, and the
Darwin Interpretation Centre with its
displays and walks. One afternoon Guido
took us to the Galapaguera giant tortoise
area where we saw 15 tortoises. This is an
area where they are acclimatised ready for
release into the wild in the north of the
island. We also walked down to Puerto
Chino beach. After the evening meal I
would operate until bed time. Conditions
were usually pretty good, but it was
noticeable that the northern Europeans and
northern Canadians didn't fare as well as
those in the south. Southern Africa was
particularly hard to work; during the whole
period I managed one Zimbabwe and one
Kenya contact. I operated mainly on the
WARC bands as these are where the activity
from HC8 has been least, but towards the
end of our stay hit 15 & 20 metres and was
surprised at the size of the pile-ups.

On October 21st we returned to San
Cristobal, and the following day took a boat
trip to the north of the island, with a guide,
to see the only site with all three types of
booby - blue and red footed and masked.
Unfortunately the red footed had heard we
were on the way and left earlier than
normal! There were some blue foot chicks
left, and also some masked, and we did see
the rare San Cristobal snake so the trip was
a success. The following day we took our
leave of Guido and the Galapagos Islands,
and returned to Quito and became typical
tourists for the remainder of our stay. We
headed for a tour company, and booked up
for 5 day-trips, Pasachoa temperate forest,
Cotopaxi and the valley of the volcanoes,
Otavalo market and Cuyabamba lake,
Mindo cloud forest, and the Quito Old City
tour and Equator Monument. All were
worthwhile, some fantastic scenery and
memories, although the Catopaxi trip was
spoilt a bit by the weather, we were in cloud
part of the time, and the drive back was
partly through a fast flowing young river!

Isabela Island

We arrived at the airport to fly home on the
night of the 29th, only to be told that the
plane had broken down at Houston and we
would have to wait until the following night.
We were put up in a 5 star hotel, given food
vouchers for all meals, taxi vouchers and
sent on our way. This proved an excellent
move, as we took a cab to Quito Zoo,
located some 20 miles away. It’s an
excellent zoo, the animals have loads of
space, and are obviously happy, and also

On October 18th we flew to Isabela island
for a few days. This is completely different
from San Cristobal; the landscape is almost
completely volcanic, with extensive lava
fields, and Volcan Negro commands the
skyline, this is semi-active with many
fumeroles. We did a horse ride up to the
summit (the caldera is the second largest in
the world), and then walked around part of
the caldera to the active region, then back
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ownership is up 40% in the past two years).
There has also been a crackdown on crime,
in the old city, portrayed as a hotbed of
crime in the guide books, there are almost
more police than other people; in all our
time there we only heard of one robbery,
and that was some nut who took her flight
tickets and passport around in an open bag.
There are still a few beggars about, but not
aggressive. We found the people really
friendly and helpful, and after the first few
days felt completely at ease.

visible. Most are local, but there are some
lions also. It’s fairly small at the moment,
but there are expansion plans in the near
future.
Altogether I made 4,754 contacts on all
bands from 40 - 10 metres (160 & 80 the
QRN was impossible), breakdown was:
10m

12m

15m

17m

20m

30m

40m

CW

27

940

38

994

557

931

191

SSB

568

147

256

98

7

Gs

41

12

19

25

4

5

NB: very few people outside of the tourist
industry speak English, some knowledge of
Spanish is essential unless in a tour group.
The Spanish/English dictionary was a
constant companion, especially in the
Galapagos, but the trip was fantastic,
wouldn't have missed it for the world.

3

Total CW 3678 SSB 1076 104 countries and
all 50 US states worked
Preconceptions: reading the guide books
prior to leaving, we were painted a picture
of Ecuador as being fairly dangerous, with
muggings, pick-pocketing, and rape as
widespread, with armed robbery being on
the increase, walking in the city of Quito
after dark was not recommended at all, and
aggressive begging was also widespread.

Credits Thanks to Continental Airlines
OnePass programme for the free return
flights Gatwick - Quito; Don Guido and
family for all their help and assistance;
LARC for arranging the Quito - Galapagos
flights; and lastly Sandy for putting up with
another DXpedition.
Any further information if you fancy
something different from the normal
package, drop me a line or an e-mail.

Reality: since dollarisation the economy
has stabilised, and the prosperity of the
citizens has improved considerably (car

IOTA Expedition to the Philippines 2002
Ken Frankcom, G3OCA (ken@g3oca.fsnet.co.uk)
Castle National Radio Rally. The expedition
programme entailed operating from OC175,
OC120 and OC126 all in the space of just
under 3 weeks, the maximum time allowed
to visit the Philippines without having to
apply for a visa. DU1MS was in charge of
making all the plans for travel and
accommodation. whilst I would arrive with
2 complete stations including power
supplies, atu's and antennas. OC175 soon
started to present problems. At first George
DU9HK advised that provided we paid for
some additional military support all should
be well, but this advice was soon altered by
new information provided by George's

After the last minute cancellation of our
long planned expedition to Mexico I spent
much time investigating other possible areas
of interest. I made contact with Roy
DU9/G4UNL who invited me to visit him
and hopefully travel on to OC175, a much
wanted group.
Whilst in e-mail
correspondence with the Philippines
National Society one of my e-mails was
seen by Brian DU1MS. This chance event
led to the development of a much more
ambitious undertaking, the activation of 3
IOTA groups. Sponsorship was generously
promised by CDXC, IREF and my own club
NHARG, the organisers of the Elvaston
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over 1500 QSOs. Our propagation forecast
prepared by G4YVV was found to be quite
accurate as usual but signals were in general
weaker than we had hoped. The restaurant
was excellent and we were sorry to leave
such a good location. A newer 4 seater
aircraft took us back to Manila for the next
leg.

relatives on OC175 that the present situation
of Muslim rebels plus pirates on the island
made the operation much too dangerous. In
view of this OC175 was cancelled, OC235
was chosen as a suitable alternative.
Flight day finally arrived and with it the
first hurdle, check-in on Qatar flight QR001.
The hand baggage limit was 7kg. and they
actually weighed my 13kg. flight bag.
Some fast talking did finally get it on the
aircraft. A phone call from Manila Airport
to DU1MS soon had me installed in a rather
down-market hotel convenient for Brian's
QTH if little else. The cockroaches did
scrunch well underfoot!!
DU1MS is a
student and has a serious lack of finances,
which meant that no firm bookings had been
made, as no deposits were available. This
was the start of our travel difficulties,
OC120 our first target group has no
scheduled service and we just could not get
a flight within the available time, however
hard we tried. We finally had to accept
OC090 as the only convenient substitute.
We took off in a 2 seater single engine
aircraft, which had flown some 43,000 +
hours, and had a top speed of 90 m.p.h. The
flight took almost 2 hours mostly over the
sea!!

QRV from Talicud Island
The flight to Mindanao was in a large jet
aircraft and on arrival we were met by
George DU9HK and Rick WB9QH, who
had arranged our overnight hotel for us.
Bright and early next morning we headed
for the local dock and boarded the boat for
the 1 hour crossing to Talicud Island. We
were joined by Joe DU9JC and had plenty
to talk about on the lovely calm crossing.
Landing on Talicud Island beach we were
soon busy putting up a series of antennas in
a grove of coconut palms just 10 yds. from
the sea. Two stations were again set up, my
TS50 and a FT100 on loan from G4CWD.
For antennas we had the 2 element wire
delta loop, 3 element 10m Yagi, RS17/12m
rotary dipole and the invention of Rick, a 5
wavelength terminated half Rhombic some
40 ft. high. The termination consisted of 3 x
40 watt 220v. light bulbs attached to a
counterpoise, which ran under the main
antennas. This really worked well on 20m
in spite of the really poor propagation we
had on the island. Power was only available
for 6 hours a day, food was almost nonexistent and we had the biggest
thunderstorm it has been my misfortune to
experience, made worse by the fact I was
sleeping in the open!! Only 500+ QSOs
were made due to the problems we
encountered and although we were sorry to
leave such a super location, food and
civilisation beckoned us back to the main
island.

Face to face with reality
Landing on the dirt air strip on Coron Island
we met the reality of the outback
Philippines. Brian and I were taken in the
local standard transport, a covered extended
sidecar driven by a motorcycle, to the local
Diving Centre. This consisted of a 2-storey
building built on concrete piles over the sea.
The lower floor was a restaurant above
which was a large terrace and
accommodation. The two 10 ft. banisters
were found to support the 2 element wire
delta trap at a height of about 17 ft. The rail
around the terrace and sundry other fixing
points meant we soon had the antenna firing
straight out over the sea. The railings also
provided for the R5 vertical mounting point.
Propagation was fair and we were soon in
business with our DZ1MS special call.
Despite the poor propagation we managed

The next morning we left Manila for our
third Island The 4 seater light aircraft landed
safely on the airfield serving Lubang Island.
Here Air-Link has established a flying
school and it was their resort DU1ERV had
arranged as a base for our operation. We
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were shown to the VIP suite on the second
floor of a small building overlooking the
sea. An adjacent garden area provided
antenna space. However a 6ft. high chainlink fence directly in front of our delta loop
I am sure reduced its effectiveness. Our two
stations were soon in operation on a balcony
and as usual the JA stations flooded in.
Night brought a multitude of "bugs" and I
found it necessary to retire inside the airconditioned room to operate and avoid
being eaten alive. Over 1700 QSOs resulted
in the three days of operating, propagation
being marginally improved. The airconditioning, fridge and large comfortable
bed made a welcome change.

propagation and lack of power. What might
we have achieved with a little more good
fortune? My grateful thanks to DU1MS
Brian for all the his hard work in making
arrangements, DU9HK George for his help
on OC135, DU1ERV for his making the
Air-Link resort available for our use, and
finally to 4F2KWT Gil who should have
joined us having provided expedition TShirts but was unable to do so; perhaps next
time.
Finally thanks for the financial
support from CDXC, IREF and Nunsfield
House Amateur Radio Group and the
following essential individuals, G4CWD
Equipment and computer log, G4YVV
propagation and antenna design, M3KUI
QSL printing and M0ADG for her
continued support.

Departure time came around and the end of
the active part of our expedition. Over 3500
QSOs were made in spite of the poor

Ogasawara Archipelago, 8N1OGA
Joe Iwakura JA1LZR (niwakura@sparx.co.jp, ex HB9LEY & N2AIR)
as Okinawa, the islands are entirely
different. Its main island of Chichijima (
Father Island ) has only 2000 inhabitants.

Ogasawara Archipelago (the Bonin Islands)
are not well known among Japanese people,
especially young generation. By 1970 it has
been ruled by U.S. military just like
Okinawa since World War II and was
returned to Japan in 1970. However
Ogasawara has got far behind from
Okinawa by reason of no airport available
for commercial airlines. As the most
important strategic base in Fast East area for
U.S. military, Okinawa has had large scaled
military base and hired lots of Japanese
people. At present, this situation remains
unchanged. After the return of Okinawa, the
Japanese government has bucked up largely
and there has been many hotels and golf
links built and lots of tourists from main
land has visited this islands by private largesized jetliners.

Ogasawara is an independent local selfgoverning body among 47 prefectures in
Japan. But it belongs to Tokyo metropolitan
city and you can imagine how small the
islands are. They consist of 30 small islets
and the majority of islanders live on
Chichijima and Hahajima (Mother island).
Some of the inhabitants work for the
Meteorological Agency and Defence
Agency in Iwo Island and Minami-torishima
Island (Marcus Island). Seen from another
point of view, it may be fortunate because it
is a part of the mega-capital of Tokyo which
has the largest population and the most
affluent financial standing. For example,
people can enjoy their handy telephone in
such small island with the population of
2,000 and even watch TV as well as main
land of Japan.

Two years ago, the G8 Summit was held in
Okinawa and raised the prifile of the island
around the world. The main industry of
Okinawa is tourism because of its warm
climate even this time of the season.
Although Ogasawara is at the same latitude

It is surprise that people spent 500 million
yens per year to watch TV.
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build their base for whale fishing.

On the other hand, no airport has been built
which any private airline can use by
decision of Tokyo Mayor and as a result
transportation depends only by ship and it
takes 25 hours from Tokyo to reach the
island. This causes conspicuously delay in
its tourism development that most of
islanders desire.

Amateur Radio Activity in Ogasawara
Under such circumstances, there have been
very few amateur radio operators having
slow activities while Japan boasts the world
largest population of amateur radio
operators.
Speaking of the shape of the islands, there
are lots of rocks and sharp ups and downs
and so there have very few good location to
communicate with Europe and North
America.

“The Galapagos of the Orient”
Tokyo Mayor, Mr. Ishihara boasts that by
his decision there could remain the precious
subtropical zone in the islands and this
makes possible to carry unattainable
property to all ages to come and he
describes these islands as “Galapagos (HC8)
in the Orient”. In this connection, Mr.
Ishihara is extremely conservative and his
policies are widely accepted by Tokyo
citizens and construction of airport will not
be realised during his term of office.
Because he clearly opposes the construction
plan to preserve present environment.

Actually, I received complaints about less
activities in the range of low band from
many eager amateurs in Europe and N.
America in the past.
In the islands there are several amateurs
who are not much enthusiastic for DX but
JD1AMA is. This time we made an
operation for the first time under legal limit
using the equipment inspected by the
authority. There had few experience to
communicate by visitor operation from main
land. Used equipment are 2 sets of
FT1000MP MkV, Quadra VL-1000
Amplifier and FT847 supplied by Yaesu
Musen and Yagi antenna and GP for low
band. As for the operating location, we used
the
superb
log
house
named
“communication centre” offered by the
Ogasawara village. In the back yard, there is
a beam antenna made by Create Design
between two towers and I would point out
that this location is excellent because we
can see the Pacific Ocean in the north
direction and wonderful position especially
for the north pole path.

From 4 to 5 vessels every month in the
Tokyo-Ogasawara line carry passengers and
daily necessities for the islanders. Most of
the passengers visit the islands for marine
sport and the numbers are not many.
During February and April people visit to
avoid cold winter season in the main land of
Japan and for watching whales around
Chichijima. Whale fishing was very popular
in Japan like the European countries and
U.S. in the old days but we discontinued
commercial fishing and whale watching
becomes enthusiastic in Japan.
Having read the history of Ogasawara,
whale fishing was the largest industry in this
islands in the 17th and 18th centuries.
History tells that fishing people from not
only Japan but Europe and the North
America visited and they were the ancestors
of Ogasawara people. In fact, Matthew C.
Perry, U.S. Navy Admiral demanded Japan
to open the islands in 1853 because during
16th and the beginning of 19th centuries
Japan has not communicated any other
countries than Holland and China. It is true
that U.S. needed a suitable Japanese port to

Sab ( JA1MRM ) and I ( JA1LZR ) built
160m and 80/75m antennas and we made
every possible effort to operate low band
CW and RTTY during Oct. 25 and Nov. 5.
During the operation period, we found that
it is advantageous for DX communication
with Europe and N. America due to the fact
that it has longer window opening time than
that of main land because of the location,
1000km south from Tokyo and because of
30 minutes earlier sunrise than Tokyo.
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We are well aware that enthusiastic low
band lovers world-wide are looking for
8N1OGA. The current 8N1OGA licence is
good until February and we expect
operations by several teams before then.
Especially around winter solstice, the end of
December we can expect to have much
better condition to communicate in the low
band range and I believe JA7AYE team will
surely offers wonderful services by the low
band range.

As for the QSL card, JARL issues it via
bureau towards every contact. If you need it
urgently, please send your QSL to
JA1MRM, QSL Manager.
At the end , I would like to express special
thanks to Toshi (JA1ELY) who planned this
DXpedition in Ogasawara to commemorate
75 anniversary of JARL (Japan Amateur
Radio League) and this event was approved
by its committee.

Review of N1MM logger
Dave Mapeley M0BZK (dj.mapeley@ntlworld.com)
screen or if you change the same details on
the screen the radio will follow.

I have used a number of computer logging
programs in the short time that I have been a
radio ham. My main logging program is
Super Winlog which is a good program for
normal logging use as it keeps records of
things like IOTA and other awards but I
wanted a program which would do contest
logging and print out the scores to file. I did
a search of the internet and it seemed all the
contest logging programs were DOS based.
I then found a link to N1MM logger. This is
a Windows program which is downloaded
in two parts. Part one consists of the main
files and the second is the ‘update’.
Installation is straightforward and I found
no problems. As the program is in constant
review and modification, if anybody finds a
bug or would like to see something added to
the program this is looked at by the team of
programmers and a new update is released.

When using the packet/telnet window any
spots which are shown there will be
automatically transferred to the band plan
window, either being shown as a new
mult/dupe or one that can be worked just for
the points. Clicking on the call sign will
transfer it to the main log window; again
this will be shown by colour if it is new or a
dupe.
The same can be said of the RTTY/PSK
window, i.e. that any call sign clicked onto
will be transferred to the log window. In a
contest as long as you have set up the right
contest the running totals will be shown in
the total window. All the windows are
sizeable and can be moved to where you
want them and they return to the same place
after restarting the program. If the full radio
control is used the contact when logged will
show the frequency that you transmitted on;
if not it will show the indicated frequency
on the band plan. This can be changed by
entering the frequency in the logging
window or clicking on to the band plan.

Very comprehensive
The program is very comprehensive in that
if used fully connected to the radio/radios it
can be used to control the radio, packet,
telnet, RTTY, PSK and CW. In the radio
control, the program shows two VFOs and
will indicate the frequency of the radio; if
you change the radio frequency, band, mode
etc this change will be repeated on the

(cont’d on p.41)
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SWL NEWS
Bob

Treacher, BRS 32525

So, are you all keeping your ears on the low
bands to see what extra DX you can hear?
The months of January and February are
ideal to take a look at 40, 80 and 160m.
With the shorter days, DX can be audible
until after sunrise and before sunset.
Although we are some way off of the
sunspot minimum, a few forays to the top
end of 80m had netted a few interesting DX
stations. I have to admit that in the 20
minutes or so that I get to listen of a
morning before heading off to the office,
more of the DX tends to be from the USA,
but TI5XP was an interesting logging and
there have been several ZLs.

Outstanding cards are for 7O and KH7.
8N1OGA on Ogasawara was new to take
Colin to 298 heard. He had hoped to hear
A35RK,
K7ASU/KH9,
KH1/YT1AD,
ZK1HCC (North Cook Is.), 3DA0LJ,
V73BL and LU1ZA (South Orkney is.) but
heard none of them!. Colin says that he
must keep listening to reach the elusive 300
heard.
SWLs who enjoy contesting can now have a
dedicated HF contest logger - for free. SDL
(SD for Listeners) supports the major
international contests and most RSGB
contests - the same ones already supported
by SD. SDL is FreeWare, and may be
downloaded
from
http://www.ei5di.com/sd/sdl992.zip
(472
kb). Why not try it out. SDL is fun to use
because it identifies countries and potential
multipliers as you type callsign prefixes,
and you don't have to learn ANY multiple
keystrokes for logging or editing. Once
you’ve had a look at SDL, consider whether
the software would benefit from any
additions. If you let Paul O’Kane know,
he'll try to include them.

I consider 40m to be a better DX band in
February, so take some time to listen there
and let me know how much DX you hear.
In recent years, I have found it quite easy to
log 100 DXCC countries during that month
– normally more than in January when the
Penallt Trophy is running.
At 50MHz, the hoped-for F2 had not – so
far – materialised, although Simon
RS177448 had taken advantage of school
half term, “Baker days”, etc, to log 9M2TO
and C56R. The band had been quite quiet,
but he caught some winter Es on 21st
December and even picked up a new QTH
square in LZ. I certainly hope there is more
to report next time.

E-mail Address Register
As Webmaster of the CDXC web site I keep
the master list of CDXC Members’ e-mail
addresses. I update the list every month or
so. May I remind all members to keep me
advised of e-mail address changes so that I
may keep the list current. Many of you
already do this, but I am aware of some email addresses in the list that are no longer
current. Would all members please check
the list and let me know of any changes
required at g3pmr@shacklog.co.uk . Many
thanks & 73 de Alan, G3PMR

On HF, Simon had spent a lot of his
listening time on 28MHz as the band will
start to fade now. Simon had 201 DXCC on
the band in 2002 up to 21st December.
Colin Cadby RS36462 updated his DXCC
situation. Since the last “SWL”, Colin had
received QSLs for VP6DI (still waiting for
mine!), P5/4L4FN, R1ANF/P (South
Shetland), PY0T and K3J (Johnston Is).
Since May 2002 Colin heard and had
confirmed very quickly YA/G0TQJ. His
new DXCC confirmed score stands at 295.
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The RTTY Column
Phil Cooper, GU0SUP (pcooper@guernsey.net)
Somehow, I seemed to have talked myself
into a “regular” RTTY column for the
Digest, and this is the first.

be a year when many DXpeditions
happened at the same time, and the bands
were full of folk chasing various rare ones.
Did you find that too?

I’m not quite sure how it happened, but I
opened my mouth just once too often when
a few CDXC members descended upon
Guernsey for the CQWW SSB contest.

Last year also marked the beginning (or so it
seems) and the end of P5 as a workable
entity, and I was one of the unlucky ones! I
did think I had worked him, and saw
GU0SUP TU 599 599 on my screen, but it
did not come from P5/4L4FN, as I found out
from the on-line log, and an e-mail to the
manager.

The idea is that I will write a short piece
about what has been happening on RTTY
over the past few months, and maybe give
you an idea of what has been, or will be
around DX-wise, QSL routes where
possible, and any other general thoughts that
come to mind.

For me, it wasn’t just about rare ones either,
as I managed to finally work a few countries
that cannot be considered rare, but aren’t all
that common either. A few spring to mind,
such as 7X2, TF, JW, R1MVI, OJ0 etc. Not
rare ones by any means, but not regular on
RTTY either.

I think in this first edition I will focus on a
basic review of 2002 in terms of RTTY.
In general, it seems to me that 2002 marked
the beginning of when many DXpeditions
catered quite well for those of us who are
almost totally RTTY orientated. In the past,
many DXpeditions have ignored RTTY
altogether, citing the difficulty of getting set
up, problems with terminal units, etc, as the
main reasons, but with the advent of
soundcard based software this excuse
simply did not wash.

I think I will also remember 2002 for being
able to work some DX that seems to have
eluded me for years, and then I seemed to be
able to find almost easily. Some examples
for me were KH6, that I spent a long time
chasing on 20m, and then worked on 4
bands quite easily in one contest. There was
also ZL on 40m! I seemed to have struggled
to work a ZL for so long, and then in 2002, I
seemed to work that country on several
bands in each and every contest. A bit like
buses I think! You don’t get any for ages,
and then three come along at once.

Most of the software that these guys use
now includes RTTY via the soundcard
anyway, and it is quite noticeable that
regular RTTY ops are being included in the
team as well.
This really has made a difference to the
RTTY world, in that we have had a good
chance of working new entities and rare
ones as well as those who work SSB or CW.

There are also those countries that I have
never heard on any mode, any band, and
then they turn up on RTTY. A few such as
ZF2, CN8, and XE now regularly participate
in contests. Another most enjoyable one was
to finally put an OA station in the log. And
not just once either, but on 3 bands! That
was the final South American country for
me on RTTY.

PW0T, TI9M and XR0X were very good
examples of this, and they all worked RTTY
very hard, and tried to give a new one to as
many people as possible. I wonder if D68C
started a trend with this philosophy?

Some of the other nice DX I have worked
this year includes the following:

Maybe it’s just me, but 2002 also seemed to
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www.rttyjournal.com/contests/index.htm

5U8B, 9U5D, JA6WFM/HR3, K8YU/KH2,
V73UG, A45XR, 4K6DI, 7X0DX, D44AC,
3X, 6W, FS/K7ZUM, EZ8YL, FO5QG,
V51AS, SV2ASP/a, 3V8KO, VQ9, CY9DH
AND CY0MM, TG9KZ, OJ0, UK9AA,
AH0B, 3W2LWS, 5V7XO, XW1IC, C5,
A71EM, ZD7, TR8CA, J75PA and
VP2MPA, JW0HU, and in December,
8N1OGA.

If you are chasing awards, RTTY contests
are a great way to increase your country
count, or even WAS award, and they are
generally quite friendly affairs.
It is not uncommon to see two DX stations
having a quick chat in the midst of a pile-up
either! There is something almost relaxing
about a RTTY contest that seems to be
lacking in either SSB or CW. With SSB, it
can be quite hard on the voice, and with
CW, there is the need to concentrate on the
signals in the headphones. With RTTY, I
often hit the CQ button twice, and take a
walk to the fridge for another can of drink,
or get up and stretch tired limbs. You can
also chat with the XYL when she walks in
demanding to know what time you plan to
take her shopping etc, or even chat on the
phone without breaking the pile-up at all.

Of course, there are always those that get
missed, such as VP6DI, ZK1 and ZK2, but
you can’t win ‘em all! I also missed my
chance at YA, VK9CI, C98DC, TN8, K1B,
K8T, VP8GEO, H40/H44 and 5W, so it
wasn’t all roses here. Most of these simply
weren’t audible here, or weren’t on when I
was around.
Last year also seems to have been a year
when a few more G’s took part in RTTY
contests. Even in 2001, very few G’s
actually entered RTTY contests, and fewer
still submitted logs.

The rates are obviously lower than on the
other modes, but don’t let that bother you. If
you want a real challenge, try doing SO2R!

Although more G’s (and that includes M’s
and even some M3’s) seem to be taking
part, many still don’t send their logs to the
organisers, and that really is a shame, as you
may well be missing out on a certificate.
There have been a few contests with no
entrants from one or more of the G call
areas.

My first few years of RTTY contesting
generally meant making just a hundred or so
QSOs, but in 2002, I started to make 500+
in each contest, and although that doesn’t
come anywhere near winning, I always have
fun and enjoy the time spent in the shack. I
even get a bit of perverse satisfaction out of
comparing the number of QSOs and score I
made with others around the same position
in the results table. I often see that some
guys made more QSOs for far less points,
and that often gets me thinking about tactics
for the next contest.

Don’t worry if you have only made a small
number of contacts, I would urge you to
always submit a log, even if it is only to
validate the logs of those you worked. If
you can’t produce a log in the correct
format, then submit a check-log.
Apart from anything else, it will get your
callsign noticed amongst the regular RTTY
ops, who may then remember that call when
they go on a DXpedition!

There are a few RTTY contests where one
of the mults is the number of continents you
work. After such a contest, it is amazing
how many times you hear people moan
about the fact that they missed Africa for
that final mult, and yet there is often an EA8
around, which they just ignore! In one, I
missed out on Africa, but worked EM1HO
in Antarctica for the 6th mult.

I will try and get Paul to include a list of
future RTTY contests in each Digest so that
you can plan your weekends way in
advance.
The best place to find rules is the New
RTTY Journal website, so take a look at this
link:

One good way of keeping an eye on your
“SOAB only” performance in RTTY
contests is to check the RTTY World
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Ranking List by Waldemar DK3VN. Check
out www.qsl.net/dk3vn.

the DXCC desk for 200 countries, I
achieved WAS, and also got WAC whilst I
was about it, although I am sure I probably
made WAC in the first few months of being
on RTTY. I just never got around to
applying for it before.

The results are weighted by various factors,
so if you make 100 Q’s with 100 mults, you
will do better than someone who makes 500
Q’s with 10 mults.

I also made DXCC on 10m and 15m, to add
to the 20m DXCC I got last year. In 2003,
another aim is to try for DXCC on 40m.
This has been harder, as I generally don’t
stay up late enough in the contests to make
the most of 40m, but perhaps 2003 will see
a change of style?

The list is purely unofficial, but it does give
you a guide on how well you are performing
against the rest. Currently, there are just
over 1500 calls in the list, with less than 30
being G’s.
2002 was also the year I started to work
some of these DXpeditions on CW as well
as RTTY, and one of my resolutions for
2003 is to complete basic DXCC on CW,
but don’t tell the RTTY boys!

I hope this has given you an idea of what
has been on RTTY in the last year, and
maybe you will give this mode a try?
Very best 73 for now

Overall, I would say that 2002 was probably
my best year on RTTY. I submitted cards to

Phil GU0SUP

(cont’d from page 37)

required, if you are running a multi-multi
station N1MM Logger will run over a
network and update each computer as it
goes along.

Contest support
At the moment you can set up for 33
contests as well as a general DX log. SSB,
CW and RTTY contests are covered but you
cannot change them or set up your own. For
some contests like the BARTG RTTY
contests you have to load a separate cty.dat
file as the DXCC points are different. The
updates
are
available
from
the
N1mmLogger e-group but you do not have
to join unless you want to send messages to
the group about any problems you may find.

Macros for all modes can be set up; in fact
you can do a complete SSB contest without
ever touching the mike and when the contest
is over a Cabrillo or adif file can be
generated for sending in to the contest
organisers or adding to your main logging
program.
The only problem I have come across is that
there is only one RSGB contest covered and
that was the Jubilee contest. Overall I have
found N1MM Logger a very well thought
out and written program which is said to run
in Windows 98 up. It is designed to run on a
Pentium 2 233MHz as a minimum platform
but will run on slower machines and it uses

As a contest logging program I have no
complaints as I have run it as a stand-alone
program with no radio control and now I
have built my rs232 interface to my ts850 I
can’t wait to use it to its full potential.
I have N1MM Logger connected via a
pk232 TNC to a Tait pmr for 2m packet, to
my ts850 via a Rascal sound card interface
for RTTY/PSK , a home built rs232
interface for radio control and a transistor
switch for CW from the LPT port. This
requires 3 com ports so I have had to install
an extra com port card to cover this. If

(cont’d on p.59)
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QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, G0WAT
Well hello and welcome to this issue’s QRZ
Contest…first off its an article from Mike
G3WPH…over to you OM…

(approximately 0800). The second period
would be a long haul from 1600 on Saturday
until 0800 on Sunday, and, finally, a period
from 1600 on Sunday until midnight. The
appealing aspect of this schedule was that it
would give two full eight-hour sleep periods
during the days on Saturday and Sunday.
Thinking about QSO rates, I decided on 225
QSOs during the first period, followed by an
additional 225 in the second 16 hours and
finally 75 in the last 8 hours. These rates,
especially towards the end of the contest,
may seem modest, but I expected to run out
of stations to work.

CQWW CW – SO 160M LP - 2002
by Mike Chamberlain – G3WPH
Whilst I’ve often ‘played’ in the CQWW
contests, my efforts have never been serious
enough to justify submitting a log. I
decided the 2002 CW event would be
different – but which section to enter?
Significant in this decision was a small (15
metre by 10 metre) back garden and no HF
beam antennas.

Setting up
I decided on a 40 metre (quarter wave)
vertical, using 16/0.2 mm PVC covered wire
with a fishing line secondary tether. This
required a 1.2 metre balloon inflated to 1
metre diameter. With a halyard I attach the
antenna to the top of a 10 metre mast on the
side of the house. Depending on wind
speed, the antenna varies between an
inverted L and a true vertical.

For a couple of years I’ve been
experimenting with LF verticals supported
by helium-filled balloons, so an entry for
160 or perhaps 80 metres seemed obvious.
160 metres won out simply because I’m still
chasing a CW DXCC on that band and a
secondary goal of the contest was to
increase my DXCC count. Having just
passed the sunspot maximum, one would
imagine that the chance of setting any
records was slim – but a review of CQWW
records showed that for low power (100
watts), G3WGV’s leading score of 32,240
points was pounded out in 2001.

I use a commercial, purpose-made nozzle
for filling balloons from large gas bottles –
this makes the filling a fairly painless event.
The neck is sealed by twisting and then
taping it over with regular PTFE
electrician’s tape – over the PTFE I tie a
nylon cord with a ring on the end used to
attach the antenna and tether. Helium is a
very ‘thin’ gas which will slowly escape
through the rubber balloon material, so it is
necessary to ‘top up’ after three or four days
– this operation is simply performed by
clamping the balloon neck with the hand
just above the PTFE tape, removing the
nylon cord and tape and slipping the balloon
neck over the filling nozzle. Using this

Setting the Goals
G3WGV’s record is built from 508 QSOs
with 55 countries and 10 zones – a high
hurdle but one that I felt should be possible.
To give a good margin for miscopied
calls/reports, I decided my goal should be a
minimum of 525 QSOs with 60 countries
and 10 zones. The operating times were
fairly obvious for this entry – midnight on
Friday until the D layer absorption caused
the band to close on Saturday morning
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only realised this had been a long, hard
session when I awoke after falling asleep at
the key around 0630 – but the rewards were
good. I finished the session with 420 QSOs,
66 countries and 10 zones. I had lost
considerable time during the early evening
due to severe statically-charged rain causing
an S9 +60bd noise level – I could generate
one inch arcs between the base of the
antenna and ground.

technique I have kept a single balloon
inflated for over two weeks, by which time
the rubber is showing signs of perishing.
By contesting standards, this is a low cost
operation, approximately £4 for the balloon
and £10 for the helium.
My small garden is well served with a
buried mesh of 8mm copper piping as an
earth, but this is fairly insignificant on 160m
– so I run out (after dark!) two quarter wave
radials along hedges in surrounding
gardens.

The start to the Sunday evening session at
1640 was painfully slow with just 15 QSOs
in the first three hours, the rate increasing as
the evening progressed to an ‘exciting’ 16
per hour in the final hour of the contest –
this session netted me 76 QSOs, with one
new country.

The rest of the station is fairly conventional,
an FT1000-MP and SD logging S/W.
The balloon was inflated on the Wednesday
evening prior to the contest and I worked a
couple of eastern Europeans, followed by
VK6HD at a genuine 599 both ways.
Thursday morning produced several North
American stations – it was looking good for
the contest!

Summary
My final tally was 496 QSOs, 67 countries
and 10 zones for a claimed score of 39,732
points. Will this be sufficient to achieve the
goal of setting a new ‘G’ high score? Well,
that will depend on the number of my
erroneous calls/reports, and who else
submits an entry this year. Against my
secondary goal I made good progress,
working 10 new countries which took me to
a new total of 81.

The Contest
Bed at 1800 Friday evening with the alarm
set for 2345 . – launch the balloon with a
light wind which thankfully lasted
throughout the contest. The first hour was a
solid start, 40 QSOs with 24 countries and 6
zones. I had decided on a strategy of fixed
frequency CQing for up to 15 minutes
followed by a search across the whole of the
band and this appeared to be a good
technique. After the first hour, the rate
dropped constantly until 0700 when things
got really slow. By the time I went QRT at
0745, I had 212 QSOs with 58 countries and
9 zones. The number of QSOs was a little
below my goal, but countries and zones
were well above expectations

All in all I was pleased with the result – it
was hard going at times because of the low
contact rates, but I believe it demonstrates
that CQWW is not just for the big guns – or
does a 40 metre high vertical – albeit a
temporary one - make you a big gun?

Thanks Mike and now over to a familiar
face…although not usually on the Key!...

The Saturday evening session started a little
later than planned at 1700 and contacts were
scarce – with just ten in the first hour. This
rate built up to 26 per hour between 2000
and 2100 then falling throughout the night
back to ten per hour just prior to dawn.
Most disappointing was that the band didn’t
open up to North America for me, although
I could hear other Europeans working Ws. I

Running the ARRL 10m contest
by Phil GU0SUP
I’ve been using Writelog now for about 11
months, but I am normally a “RTTY only”
operator, (as I am sure you will have
gathered!), but I did play around in the
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pick up some nice mults quite early on in
the contest.

CQWW CW contest, just for fun. I hadn’t
got a CW interface, so I made one up, and
decided to give it a try in the ARRL 10m
contest.

ZF2NT and A61AJ were in the log very
easily, and I picked up some nice State
mults too. By about 1500, there were plenty
of west coast US stations about, and some
were a good S9 too.

I use an IC756, which is great, because it
has separate sockets for paddles and a
straight key, so I built the transistor/resistor
interface into the D-shell of a 9-way plug,
and then just wired that to the straight key.

Towards the end of the afternoon, the band
was beginning to fade, and I spent a while
trying to bag an 8P station, but he just faded
away entirely, and by then, the band had
closed entirely, and it was about 1800UTC.

Playing around showed it all worked quite
nicely, as you would expect, but I wanted to
really try it out in a contest situation, so the
ARRL 10m contest fitted the bill perfectly.

On the Sunday morning, I didn’t bother
getting up too early, but was in the shack by
about 9am. First one in the log was Dez
ZC4DW, which was great, as we have often
worked in RTTY contests. Shortly after that,
ZD8Z went in the log after one call. I also
logged SU9US and XW1IC quite easily,
and one surprise was getting GD0EMG
easily. One thing I did note was the lack of
any JA activity from here. I did hear a few
being worked, but had no copy on any of
them. Again, it seemed to be mostly
European stations about in the morning. I
heard very few European stations during the
afternoon, and curiously only heard one
Italian station all weekend. I did hear
LX5A, but they weren’t hearing me, and the
same went for ON4UN. I also missed out on
hearing any DL or SM, but picked up
PA7B, so although conditions were good,
they were a little odd. I still can’t
understand why GD0EMG was so loud, and
I never heard any other G stations. I did
hear M0SDX being worked, but had no
copy on him at all. Did anyone else notice
the huge number of LY stations about? At
times, it seemed to me that almost every
other station I tuned in was an LY!

I was planning an entry as single op, low
power, CW only.
Being a RTTY only op meant that I had to
think long and hard about the exchange, as I
am used to swapping callsigns in RTTY,
and there didn’t seem to be much of that in
CW.
I also ended up putting the serial number
twice in the exchange, as I tried it just once,
and ended up with a few too many repeat
requests. This seemed OK, but then a few
stations seemed to ignore the second repeat,
and were already sending QRZ before I had
finished. Seems I have a bit to learn here!
Writelog can also decode the CW, and in a
contest, it is actually very good too. Now,
you may feel that it is cheating, but my
argument is that I used it to verify what I
heard.
I was quite surprised at what I did manage
to copy, even at speeds of up to about
36wpm, but a few were motoring faster than
that, so I did rely on Writelog to assist.
I didn’t get started too early on the first day,
as I had a few chores to do, but I had set
everything up on Friday afternoon, so I
wouldn’t waste too much time.

There were a few GU’s about too, so I was
quite surprised to keep hearing TNX
MULT. I was also asked a few times to
QSY SSB, but I resisted, as I was CW only.
I soon learned to create a buffer that said
SRI CW ONLY, as this was quicker that
trying to send it by hand.

I finally got in front of the rig just before
midday, and it seemed that only EU was
audible until about 1300, when the US
stations started to appear.
I just went on an S&P mission, as I don’t
have the skills yet to be a CQ’er, but I did

I also had to use the straight key on a
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number of occasions to emphasise the GU.
Despite sending carefully, a few assumed I
was GI0SAP, or GU0PSP, so I guess these
calls must be in some master call database
and mine isn’t.

Some History
Over the years HC8 has been a magnet for
amateur radio operations, both expeditions
and contest operations. It has many
advantages. Propagation is excellent, with
its equatorial location, and favourable takeoff especially to the USA (it lies directly
south of W5). In major contests it is a rare
multiplier, often a double multiplier (CP,
HC and OA are also in zone 10, but with
relatively little activity). And it is easy to
reach and, by developing-world standards,
benefits from a good infrastructure. Last but
by no means least, is that there is on-site
assistance from Guido HC8GR, who you
will now be familiar with from G4IUF’s
article elsewhere in this Digest (p.30).

There were a few calls that I recognise from
RTTY too, and one or two were pleased to
hear me on CW. Towards tea-time on
Sunday, I decided to quit at 250 QSOs, as
the band was starting to close, and I was
getting hungry again. I was quite pleased
with the number of contacts, and a scan of
the log showed that I had worked 40 US
States, 7 VE Provinces, and 41 countries.
All this gave me a score of about 90,000
points, so I was quite happy.
73 for now,
Phil GU0SUP

In the 1980’s Rick Dorsch NE8Z lived and
worked in Ecuador and made several forays
to HC8. Rick obviously made contact with
Guido HC8GR, and this led to a number of
Rick’s US-based friends heading to HC8,
particularly
for
contest
operations.
Especially relevant to our story are Rich
Smith N6KT, one of the world’s finest SSB
contesters, who soon had his own HC8
callsign, HC8A. On the CW side Trey,
N5KO, got himself the call HC8N and
started to settle on HC8 as a tried and
trusted contest location having, for several
years, led a peripatetic contest existence,
acting as guest-op from TI, ZP, PY and
other locations.

Great stuff Phil and well done on the
score…now over to a report from our
hardworking Editor’s fair hand…

The HC8N Experience
by Don Field G3XTT
There cannot be many active amateurs who
are missing HC8A or HC8N from their log.
Over the past ten years or so, the HC8N call
alone has accounted for something like
320,000 QSOs on all bands and modes, let
alone those made by HC8A (N6KT), HC8L
(W6NL) and others. What’s the story? As it
happens, I have known Trey N5KO (exWN4KKN), one of the key players, since
January 1991 when we first met at a
Northern California Contest Club meeting. I
have been able to follow the development of
what has become one of the world’s “super
stations” in the following years and,
recently, was able to achieve an ambition to
participate in one of the operations,
specifically their CQWW CW at the end of
November.

Some early HC8 operations took place from
a farm owned by Guido’s family on the
highlands of San Cristobal. It was apparent
that the take-off from that location was
excellent, and there were several successful
efforts from there including one by N6ZZ,
W6NV and others in the late 80s. By the
time the farm was sold, there were 3
permanent towers, which then formed the
basis of subsequent contest operations from
Guido’s house.
Back then, in the early 90s, the town was
somewhat less developed than now, and a
good deal of land adjacent to Guido’s QTH
was undeveloped. Visiting contesters were
able to spread into this land for antennas, to
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to the elements. As a result, CQWW RTTY
(September 1998) and CQWW Phone
(October 1998) were operated from a tent,
while CQWW CW (November 1998) was
from the partially-completed house. It’s
perhaps worth mentioning “the elements” at
this point. The climate at sea level in the
Galapagos is extremely pleasant, with high
temperatures and plenty of sunshine, but
moderated by sea breezes. However, on the
mountainous islands (and several of the
HC8 islands fall into this category), the
mountain peaks tend to be covered in cloud
for around eight months of the year. El
Junco is at 600m. Temperatures are
typically 20 degrees Fahrenheit lower than
at sea level, and the air is damp (and that’s
when it’s not actually raining). Visibility is
also limited; for much of the time I was
there in November we were unable to see all
four of the towers from the house. At times
we couldn’t see any of them. But it soon
became clear that, from a radio point of
view, the site is excellent. The ground falls
away rapidly towards the sea in the main
directions of Europe (across Eastern USA)
and Japan (across Western USA), and
signals to and from those locations are
invariably excellent on all bands.

the point where the QTH eventually sported
four towers ranging from 40 to 70ft in
height (using some of the towers removed
from the farm), with a variety of monoband
Yagis.
El Junco is born
This state of affairs lasted for several years,
with some fine contest scores being posted
from HC8. However, to cut a long story
short, problems with power-line noise and
gradual
encroachment
by
building
development, meant that, while Guido’s
home continued to be a fine base for the
more casual holiday-style operations such as
that made by G4IUF, it was increasingly
unsuitable for major contest efforts.
Thus it was that when an parcel of land
close to the old farm site became available,
Rich N6KT, Trey N5KO, and Dave W6NL
(ex-W6QHS and technical guru including
being author of a popular book on the
Physical Design of Yagi antennas), decided
to take the plunge and build a permanent
contest QTH on what is probably the best
radio location on the island (which I’ll refer
to from hereon as El Junco, named after the
island’s extinct volcano, whose crater is just
a half-mile or so away).

I am astonished at what the three
protagonists have achieved since that 1998
start, assisted of course by a huge amount of
local effort from Guido and regular
assistance from visiting operators. Little has
appeared in print, but it is worth digging out
the QST article (April 2002) which,
although dealing with El Junco mainly from
a 6-metre perspective, gives a flavour of the
place, along with some excellent
photographs.

First Activities
The first operations from El Junco took
place in the autumn of 1998, still almost
field-day style. The QTH had been bought
as a virgin plot of land, and it had been
necessary to bring in a spur from the
island’s electricity supply and to break
ground on a house which would serve as
operating location and accommodation for
visiting operators. At the same time, the
four towers which had been used previously
at Guido’s QTH, were relocated to El Junco,
and set up with enough antennas to be able
to mount a reasonable scale of operation.
Nevertheless, when the initial activities took
place the house was only partially
completed and open, at least to some extent,

The current El Junco station sports four 135
ft towers, each focused on an HF band and,
between them, supporting antennas for LF.
There is also an inverted-vee, at about 100ft,
for 30m and, recently-installed, a pair of
duo-band 12/17 metre Yagis (Force 12)
fixed on JA and EU. Behind the house is a
smaller tower carrying a C3 tribander and a
7-element 6-metre Yagi. The antenna
complement is shown in the table. The
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night, 12 by day) with K5TR.

antennas are roughly 50/50 Force-12 and
W6NL homebrew. Of particular interest is
the 3-element 40, which was designed and
built by W6NL, and brought to HC8 in a
ski-bag!

10m

FT-1000MP, AL-1200.

15m

TS930, Alpha 76.

20m

IC-756 PRO, AL-1200

Rotary (5 ele) at 135ft, fixed Yagis
for EU (8 ele), US (5 ele) and JA (6
ele).

40m

FT-1000MP, AL-1200

80m

FT-1000MP, AL-1200

15m

Rotary (4 ele) at 135ft, fixed Yagis
for EU (5 ele), JA (4 ele) and West
(4 ele).

160m

TS-850, AL-1200

20m

Rotary (4 ele) at 135ft, fixed Yagis
for EU (4 ele), JA (4 ele).

40m

402CD (rotatable) at 135ft, 3-ele
full size on EU/E.Coast.

80m

2-ele wire beam to EU/E.Coast,
dipoles for EU and for JA, all at
135ft.

160m

Quarter-wave vertical, half-wave
sloper from 135ft

10m

CQWW CW 2002
Which tales us nicely to this year’s contest.
The plan was to operate multi-multi, with
ten operators who, for the first time, would
include visitors from Europe as well as the
USA. The team consisted of:

Inside the station, a huge amount of
equipment has been accumulated over the
years, although for most operations it is
necessary to bring in the main radios. All
feeders are terminated at WX0B switching
boxes. However, there is no permanent
station set-up, as the requirements of each
contest tend to be different, and the station
has been used for single-op, multi-single,
multi-two and multi-multi at various times.
This means that the stations and the logging
network usually have to be set up from
scratch. And, of course, visiting operators
are encouraged to activate HC8 outside the
contest, often on the WARC bands or
specialist modes, which requires further
reconfiguration of antennas, bandpass
filters, etc. To give you a flavour, for this
year’s CQWW CW, which was the focus of
my trip, the main station configuration was
as per the table below. The top three bands
also had a second rig available for
multiplier-spotting. A PacketCluster link
was established via the WARC bands (30 at

10m

HA1AG K9NW

15m

K1DG K6AW

20m

S50A WA6O

40m

K1EA N5KO

80m

G3XTT

160m

K5KA

Obviously
these
were
primary
responsibilities,
but
with
flexibility
according to who was available and which
bands were open at any given time.
Members of the team flew in by various
routes, and at different times. I was the last
to arrive, having been constrained by
arriving back just days before from a
holiday with my xyl. My own route was via
Miami to Quito, overnight in Quito and then
on to San Cristobal. All Galapagos flights
originate in Quito with a stop in Guayaquil,
and vice versa on the return trip (Mike’s
article also mentions this. The reason for not
leaving Quito with a full fuel load is to
reduce weight as Quito is almost 10,000 ft
asl, surrounded by the Andes, making takeoff quite exciting!). On arrival in HC8 I was
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met by Guido HC8GR and Tine S50A. Tine
and his wife (S56MM) were staying at
Guido’s; the rest of the team were at El
Junco. After a brief stop at Guido’s QTH it
was off across the island to El Junco,
arriving in time to join the rest of the team
for lunch. It turned out that I had missed the
majority of the antenna work that had been
needed, though I did get to stand in the rain
that afternoon, helping Trey to adjust the
80m wire Yagi. I could hardly complain.
While we were doing this Ken K5KA was
off up one of the towers to attach the new
topband sloper, with Doug K1DG walking
the bottom end down the hill amongst some
pretty unpleasant foliage and terrain (Ken
and Doug were barely able to spot one
another through the low cloud while
undertaking this task!). By arriving last I
had missed the opportunity for a one-day
boat trip to see some of the local wildlife.
Most of the team had done this, and had
stories of sea lions and turtles, but there
were also some unpleasant cases of sunburn
from reflections off the sea.

4 year-old daughter), have done a
tremendous amount to domesticate the site,
and the meals that they provide are just what
hungry contesters need. Guido and his
family are also regular visitors, keeping an
eye on the management of the place.
Incidentally, this might be the right time to
mention, in case any of you were
wondering, that 97% of the land area of
HC8 is a designated National Park, while
the remaining 3% is for habitation and
cultivation. Obviously the El Junco site falls
within that 3%. It is a little irritating that all
visitors to HC8 have to pay a one-off
National Parks tax of $100, even if, like us,
you never set foot outside the 3% which
falls outside the National Parks area.
Anyway, at least in doing so we were
making some small contribution to the
maintenance of these islands as the unique
ecosystem that they are. Most of us also got
the opportunity to visit the Darwin
Interpretation Centre, sponsored by Spain,
which gives a fascinating overview of the
history and ecosystem of the islands.

Pre-Contest

The Contest

The routine settled into completing station
set-up and running the occasional pile-up to
get a feel for propagation and ensure that
everything was working OK. I was more
then satisfied with results on 80m, although
it did look as though the 80m wire Yagi was
little different to the European dipole when
working EU or East Coast US. Having
K1EA as a team member added an element
of amusement. I well remember, years ago,
the panic before each CQWW to ensure that
we had the very latest release of CT (at least
once, received by FedEx from the US just
hours before taking the ferry to GU). But in
HC8 we went one better, by having three
new releases generated on location, as Ken
took the opportunity to add new radio
interfaces (IC-756 ProII, and TS-930
PiEXX board) and test them in situ.
Domestically, we were well taken care of by
the family which lives at El Junco as
caretakers. This couple (and their energetic

Typically, within minutes of the start of the
contest, technical problems started to
emerge,
despite
having
soak-tested
everything over the preceding days. The
15m station developed a switching fault
which kept it off the air for the first halfhour or so of the contest, while the topband
signal was definitely T6 or worse, a problem
traced to a drop in mains voltage which the
outboard PSU couldn’t handle (fixed by
changing PSU). On the whole, though,
things went pretty smoothly, though K5KA
and I found ourselves wrestling with a
relatively high ambient noise level on the
LF bands. What I found interesting, and
unexpected, was that I had imagined 160
and 80 would be wall-to-wall with loud US
signals throughout the hours of darkness. In
fact this was far from being the case. I was
able to work through the pile on 80 in the
first few hours, to the point where frequent
CQs were in order, and the loud Europeans
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G5LP GI3FJX GI5W GJ2A GM0F
GM3JKS GM3YOR GM4SID GM4YXI
M2A M7M MM0BQI MU5X MW5A. Well
done one and all.

had absolutely no problem in getting
through. I guess the North American
stations are on the high bands or it bed after
about 0500 GMT, so European dawn is
relatively free of W and VE QRM.

The high bands seemed to go well, with
several QRP G stations making easy QSOs
with HC8N (Paul G0WAT logged us on
three bands with 5 watts to a multiband
vertical). Those big monobanders at HC8N,
along with the excellent take-off and the
benefit of equatorial propagation certainly
do the trick. In the event though, it seems
we came in second to the EA8ZS team, who
benefited from a single-hop into Europe,
with lots of QSOs and country mults on the
low bands that we and the gang at XT2DX
simply couldn’t match. But lots of fun was
undoubtedly had by all.

The new 160m sloper worked extremely
well, but the propagation gods simply didn’t
co-operate. Just three UK stations made it
on 160: GU4YOX G4BUO and GW3TMP.
Congratulations
especially
to
Bob
GU4YOX who was not only the first UK
station to get through, but did so with 50
watts from G4TSH’s old TS930! Oh to live
by the sea on GU! The 80m log records 42
UK QSOs: G0OPB G0ORH G3GAF
G3GLL G3IGW G3JAG G3KZR G3LZQ
G3NAS G3SED G3SNN G3SWH G3TXF
G3UFY G3VXJ G3WGV G3WUX G3XGC
G3XYC G3ZGC G4BUO G4DJX G4ELZ
G4HXX G4IIY G4IRN G4KFT G4PWA

A summary of claimed scores by the main
multi-multis appears in the table:

EA8ZS
HC8N
XT2DX
PT5A

Pts (m)
54.6
47.7
39.9
33

160Q
1008
623
190
345

160Z
20
18
16
19

160C
101
42
55
66

80Q
2202
1501
602
469

80Z
32
30
21
22

80C
128
109
75
82

40Q
3443
3183
2492
2163

40Z
37
37
35
35

40C
147
143
127
117

20Q
3885
3562
4245
2967

EA8ZS
HC8N
XT2DX
PT5A

20Z
38
38
38
38

20C
154
153
146
137

15Q
3464
3891
4041
3647

15Z
38
37
37
37

15C
164
158
151
153

10Q
3429
4157
3671
4044

10Z
37
35
34
36

10C
155
152
145
143

Q
16478
16342
15091
13323

Z
202
195
181
187

C
849
757
699
698

plus spending more time on the bands. As
Mike observes in his article, the WARC
bands have probably been under-exploited
from HC8, as most activity has been on the
main (contest) bands. I fired up one of the
linears on 30, 17 and 12 (surprisingly, all
WARC band activity to date from El Junco
had been barefoot), and had a great time
running the pile-ups, with the two new
WARC-band antennas. Hopefully it will
have given some a you some new slots.
Meanwhile Zoli HA1AG was determined to
make his mark in a very different way, and
borrowed my laptop to make the very first
SSTV QSOs from HC8. He soon had what I
understood to be the SSTV equivalent of a
pile-up, and put some tens of QSOs in the

After the Contest
Not actually after the contest, in fact, but a
few hours before it finished we were visited
by none other than Fernando EA8AK,
someone I have been working on 160 for
almost 30 years but who I had never met.
Fernando is an MEP (Member of the
European Parliament) for Spain, and was in
Ecuador/Galapagos to oversee the national
elections on behalf of the EC. Needless to
say, the discussion quickly moved from
politics to topband!
The following day some of the operators
had to make a hasty departure to be back
with their families for Thanksgiving. Those
of us who remained did a little sightseeing,
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log. While this was happening, Mike
WA6O, who had taken the trouble to
acquire his own HC8 call, was busily using
it to make some noise, mainly on 20m. We
also had a “media” visit from the local TV
station, who were preparing a feature on our
operation. Trey and Guido explained at
length (in Spanish, of course) what we were
up to. Whether the TV presenters managed
to make any sense of these crazy hams and
their contest (“concurso”) is another matter!

January
12 Sun 0900-1059
DARC 10m-Contest - CW/SSB
12 Sun 1400 – 1800
RSGB Affiliated Societies Contest CW
18-19 Sat 1200 - Sun 1200
Hungarian DX Contest - CW/SSB
18 Sat 1400 – 1800
RSGB Affiliated Societies Contest SSB

The journey home was uneventful. As Mike
says, Ecuador actually seems like a haven of
peace and tranquillity, and Quito is a
beautiful city. The Spanish architecture in
the “old town” area is quite magnificent.
Zoli HA1AG and I had a day to see the
sights, and as well as some visiting around
the town we also headed out to La Mitad del
Mundo, where we took the standard tourist
pictures, standing astride the equator. This
is where a famous French scientist fixed the
location of the equator, calculated the length
of a kilometre (one ten-thousandth of the
distance from equator to pole if I recall
correctly) and showed that the earth is
actually an oblate spheroid, rather than
perfectly round. Mind you, finding the
equator can’t have been too hard – there’s a
bright yellow line painted there!

24-26 Fri 2200 - Sun 1600
CQ 160-Meter Contest - CW
25-26 Sat 0600 - Sun 1800
REF Contest - CW
25-26 Sat 1200 - Sun 1200
BARTG RTTY Sprint Contest - RTTY
25-26 Sat 1300 - Sun 1300
UBA DX Contest - SSB
February
1- 2 Sat 1800 - Sun 2400
Mexico International RTTY Contest
8- 9 Sat 0000 - Sun 2400
CQ World-Wide RTTY WPX Contest
8- 9 Sat 2100 - Sun 0100

Last, but by no means least, my thanks to
Trey for the invitation to operate from
HC8N, to Guido and his family, to Isidro,
Lida and Jodi at El Junco, to Janet for
allowing me to go off on these jaunts, and to
my fellow operators for making the whole
experience so enjoyable.

RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest – CW
15-16 Sat 0000 - Sun 2400
ARRL International DX Contest - CW
21-23 Fri 2200 - Sun 1600
CQ WW 160-Meter Contest - SSB
22-23 Sat 0600 - Sun 1800
REF Contest - SSB

Thanks Don…what an experience to work
from somewhere such as HC8N must
be!…we are all jealous…great score and
super article…now some entries with which
to fill up those diaries you got for
Christmas…

22-23 Sat 1300 - Sun 1300
UBA DX Contest – CW
March
1 - 2 Sat 0000 - Sun 2400
ARRL International DX Contest - SSB
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common format. Having been adjudicator
for the IOTA Contest for two years, I am
aware of the wide number of variations in
format which exist, and it is often very timeconsuming to convert these into something
suitable for checking purposes. The RSGB
HFCC has, in the past, made some attempt
to adopt a standard, both by way of a
straightforward text format, and also by
recommending the use of ADIF (Amateur
Data Interchange Format, used not only for
contest logs, but for a wide variety of station
log conversion purposes). Neither of these
has really taken off, for a variety of reasons.
Partly because they may not be supported
by the major software authors, and partly because ADIF never really seems to have
made a major impact as a data interchange
standard.

1 - 2 Sat 2200 - Sun 0159
Open Ukraine RTTY Championship
2 Sun 1100 - 1700
DARC 10 m Digital Contest "Corona"
8- 9 Sat 1000 - Sun 1000
RSGB Commonwealth Contest – CW
15-17 Sat 0200 - Mon 0200
BARTG Spring RTTY Contest
15-16 Sat 1200 - Sun 1200
Russian DX Contest - CW/SSB
29-30 Sat 0000 - Sun 2359
CQ WW WPX Contest – SSB
And now as you may have seen in the
Contest Calendar Published in the January
issue of RadCom we have a bit a of a
change in how we are requested to submit
logs for RSGB Contest...Don has penned the
following to help enlighten us…

The good news is that a standard does exist,
which is already well supported and gaining
ground all the time. That standard is
Cabrillo. ARRL faced exactly the same
issues as RSGB in dealing with many log
formats, and asked Trey N5KO to work on a
standard which would meet their
requirements for something which was
simple to implement, but would give them
what they wanted. The thinking behind
Cabrillo is essentially:

A Cabrillo Primer
by Don G3XTT
The RSGB HF Contests Committee has
recently moved to adopt the Cabrillo format
for RSGB contest entries. This is not to say
that other formats won’t be accepted, at
least for the time being, but Cabrillo will be
preferred, and the hope is that an increasing
proportion of logs will follow the format as
time goes by.

1. Text based – no html or other tags, both
for simplicity of implementation and
with the added benefit that a log can
easily be “eyeballed” to determine
whether it contains the required
information.
2. All information in a single flat file,
rather than having separate log and
summary files, which would need to be
sent as attachments. As a result, the log
can usually be sent within the body of an
e-mail (Attachments are treated in a
variety of ways by different mailing
programs and different ISPs, which can
lead to problems. Note though that some
contest sponsors require the Cabrillo file
to be send as an attachment but, please,
always as the .log file, never as a .zip
file or other form of encoding).

I am already hearing a variety of illinformed comment about the implications of
this decision such as “the RSGB is forcing
us to buy commercial logging software” or
whatever. The purpose of this article is to
set some of those misconceptions to rest,
and explain (as best I can!) what is actually
going on.
Why Cabrillo?
The first thing to say is that it makes the
Adjudicator’s job a lot easier if logs are in a
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3. Header information (name, mode,
power, etc.) is, as far as possible,
generic, rather than contest-specific.
This simplifies the job of the software
authors,
but
when
correctly
implemented the contest sponsors
should easily be able to determine which
category has been entered.
4. Each QSO record contains all data
relevant to that QSO (callsign of both
stations, band, mode, etc.), allowing the
log to be sorted in various ways for
checking, but easily recreated as
required.
5. The data format, while specifying
desired character position and format for
each item of QSO data (time, call, band,
sent and received exchanges, etc.) is
actually very undemanding. Essentially,

provided there is white space (tab or
space is fine, no slashes, commas or full
stops please!) between each element, the
adjudicator should be able to make sense
of the log.
Cabrillo deliberately doesn’t ask for data
which can perfectly well be determined by
the Adjudicator. So, for example, it doesn’t
ask you to indicate multipliers, QSO points,
duplicate contacts, off periods, etc. Too
many entrants mess these things up, or
handle them in disparate ways. All can be
figured out as and when required by the
checking software.
What does a log consist of?
Let’s have a look at a typical Cabrillo log:

START-OF-LOG: 2.0
CONTEST: CQ-WW-RTTY
CALLSIGN: G3XTT
CATEGORY: SINGLE-OP ALL-BAND HIGH-POWER
CLAIMED-SCORE: 484750
OPERATORS: G3XTT
CLUB: Chiltern DX Club
NAME: Don Field
ADDRESS: 105 Shiplake Bottom, Peppard Common,
ADDRESS: Henley-on-Thames, RG9 5HJ
ADDRESS: England
QSO: 21000 RY 2002-09-28 1146 G3XTT
QSO: 21000 RY 2002-09-28 1146 G3XTT
END-OF-LOG:

599 14 DX RV3WU 599 16 DX
599 14 DX SP9LJD 599 15 DX

But the good news, as you may have figured
by now, is that you can produce a Cabrillo
log in any text editor or Word processor
with the greatest of ease. Also, many station
logging programs such as Turbolog allow
you to output log data as ASCII text in
whatever order you specify, so it is easy to
set up what you require. Equally, you could
keep your log in a spreadsheet, sort the
columns into the required order and save as
a text file. If you need to manipulate the
Cabrillo file once you have generated it,
then life may be a little easier if you get
hold of one of the many text editors that will
allow you to edit columns as well as lines
(several of these exist, including both

Much of this will be common to all contests,
but obviously the actual QSO data varies
(typically the contest exchange). So the
early part of the QSO line will remain the
same (Band, Mode, Date, Time, MyCall)
while the rest will vary by contest. To deal
with this, preferred formats are specified on
N5KO’s Web page, and for RSGB contests
there will also be links from the HFCC Web
page. Software authors will be encouraged
to support the preferred format for the
various RSGB events (In the IOTA contest,
by far the majority of logs are generated
from just a handful of popular contest
logging programs – CT, SD, NA, Writelog,
N1MM, LuxLog being the favoured ones).
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shareware
and
freeware
downloadable from the Web)

Digest. Happy contesting!

programs

Note that the minimum the organisers want
is the log file. If you get a tracking number,
then that’s fine. The robot is happy with
your entry. If you forgot some additional
information (Club name, for example) , or
spot some error with your log, don’t panic.
Just resend the log. Providing it arrives
before adjudication has started, it will
overwrite the original log on the server, and
you’ll be fine.

Thanks Don…I am sure that the change
over to a standardised format for log
submissions will certainly ease the burden
of Log checkers everywhere…having spoken
with Don about this I am amazed at the
huge amount of time spent by him and other
volunteers sorting out our entries...a move
towards Cabrillo should help make their life
easier and thus help reduce the period
between actual Contest and published
results...and outcome which we will all
applaud...now over to Glynn

That’s it!
And that’s about all you need to know. For
many contests which have already adopted
Cabrillo, the server runs a little routine to
check for key fields in the log, and will
generate an error message back to the
sender if data is missing or suspect (for
example if the dates and times don’t
correspond to the contest which is being
entered). Entrants are then able to resubmit
their log, when the problem has been fixed.
This saves the adjudicators a lot of time
which might otherwise have been spent in
correspondence (my guess is that I had to email 30% or more of IOTA contest entrants
this year because of missing information or
corrupted logs).

CQ WW CW Contest 2002
by Glynn GW4MVA
This is a contest I have rarely missed since
being licensed in 1981 though I usually just
enter for fun looking for new countries. I
decided on a semi serious entry as the xyl
had given her permission !! I did not expect
much running such a small setup. The
transceiver is the Yaesu FT847 (more about
that later) with a Cushcraft R6000 Vertical
for HF, 40m delta loop and 80m inv-vee
dipole over the roof (max height 8 metres)
no room for 160m. All started well enough
on 80m and after 2 hours I switched to 40m,
after 10 minutes the old SEM Z Match
flashed over so I had to run virtual QRP
(20-25 watts), this is not a good band for
low power. By the end of day one, I had 400
plus contacts, about average for the station
setup.

Just as a final little anecdote, I’m
occasionally asked what is the deep
meaning of the term Cabrillo. And I
discovered from Trey that, unbeknownst to
me, I had actually sowed the seeds for the
name some time ago. On a visit that Trey
made to my QTH several years back we had
been talking about Maidenhead locators and
I had explained that John G4ANB, who
devised the Maidenhead locator system, had
named it such for the simple reason that he
was living in Maidenhead at the time. Guess
what .. Trey lives in the township of
Cabrillo, California. So he adopted the same
approach to nomenclature. Simple as that!

I had a full night’s sleep and started again at
0700 and, apart from 3 hours shopping on
Sunday afternoon just as the stateside
stations were booming in on 10/15m (the
xyl broke her promise!) and a break for
supper, worked through until 2200. I did
think of stopping after the shopping break
but a check of the WW records showed that
GW3SYL’s single op all band low power
record for Wales was achievable so decided
to have a crack at that, this was beaten at
1800 which left a few hours to add to the

Of course, you may still have questions, in
which case feel free to e-mail Paul or myself
and we’ll either answer you directly or
include a short supplementary in the next
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total.

Little Pistol station encouragement to have a
go in the next contest.

Band totals:

See you in the pileups
73s Glynn GW4MVA

Band
80
40
20
15
10
ALL

QSOs
201
61
196
210
207
875

Zones
7
10
19
22
23
81

Ctrys
46
41
70
73
72
302

And now (I’m afraid there’s no getting away
from it) it over to me to regale you with my
experiences in CQ WW SSB 2002…

MU0C in CQWW Phone Contest 2002
by Paul G0WAT

SCORE 615,481

As we all know the CQWW events are the
biggest in the Contests Calendar…with this
in mind I was very pleased to be invited to
help with a team which were going to give it
a ‘serious’ go from GU in last years CQWW
SSB.

Total operating hours 24.6
Computer Logging using K1EA.
Surprisingly I only worked 2 JA stations,
heard a few on 40m but no chance there. I
also could not work ES (Estonia) on 40m
though I called enough, and only managed
one on 80m. Other gotaways on 40m were
A45, ZL, VK, XT2.

This was going to be a different ball game
for me as although I had been involved in
many group contest efforts and had even
done a little bit of
DXpeditioning
(MC0CDX from St.Tudwals Island) I had
never taken part in 'yer actual' Contest
DXpedition.

One thing about contests is that your station
equipment comes in for a bashing. Next
year I resolve to buy a new PSU that is not
switched mode, the one I use has the
noisiest fan I have ever heard and a new rig.

The initial idea came from Don G3XTT and
Steve G4JVG who thought that this might
be been the last year (of this cycle) to have a
stab at beating the previous Multi-single
record held by GU6UW in 1991…. both
Steve and Don being members of that team
effort.

FT-847 This rig is not for CW operators. I
have been a radio operator all my life,
starting as a professional in 1961 (anyone
remember the OceanSpan ??). The problem
with the 847 is mainly the inability to
switch off the AGC (no self respecting CW
op uses AGC – not snobbery – common
sense) so you cannot hear weak signals if a
strong signal is close by. It is either Fast or
Slow. The keying relay goes back to the
1950’s it is so noisy, there is no full QSK
facility (minimum delay 10 mSecs) and the
strong signal handling is very poor. It has
AF CW filtering 25Hz to 400Hz but IF
filtering would be much better. I made the
mistake of buying the rig before trying it out
so mea culpa, it is now for sale at £850 but
having put such a poor sales pitch to the
readers don’t think anyone will touch it hi !!

Based on the successful team of 8 from
GU6UW a plan was put forward to replicate
this number with the team being split into
two groups of 4 operators…. this would
enable a 4 on, 4 off rota system. This had
worked very well in the GU6UW/1991 as
well as GJ6UW/1990 efforts, as it enabled a
‘fresh’ group of operators to be rotated
every 8 hours…it all sounded pretty logical
to me!
The team selection was a rather drawn out
affair as getting 8 people together for a 6-7
day expedition can be quite a convoluted
task to say the least…however after a large
degree of to’ing and fro’ing a group of 8+

Anyway, I hope this gives someone with a
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were assembled: This of course was not the half of it on the
antenna hardware side as we would also be
taking masts (4), rotators, guy ropes, 4
Square accessories (of which there seemed
an endless supply), coax (oh! lots and lots of
coax), stakes, Antenna Analysers, patch
leads, barrel connectors etc…etc…

Don G3BJ
Don G3XTT
Hilary G4JKS
Steve G4JVG
Tim G4VXE
Phil GU0SUP
Bob GU4YOX
Paul G0WAT
And at the last minute…
Dave WW2R/G4FRE

We also had the little matter of Radios and
Amplifiers…which after much deliberation
ended up with: FT1000D
FT1000MP
FT990

As with all such enterprises there was a lot
of organizing to be done…and to this end a
voluminous number of e-mails started to fly
about between group members (having a
tot-up post event they number over
300!)…To aid such an enterprise Tim
G4VXE set-up a Yahoo Group for the
members so that they only had to send the
one e-mail to the Yahoo address, rather than
to all the members individually…this
certainly helped smooth the process and is
to
be
recommended
to
anyone
contemplating a similar exercise.

And on the big stick end of things…
Henry 2K
Alpha 89
TL922
To this of course were added Bandpass
Filters, Low Pass filters, Stub Filters, Heil
Headsets, DVK’s, Laptops, Networking
cables and equipment, tools, and a veritable
plethora of other accessories!

Of course a large number of these e-mails
regarded equipment planning…with draft
inventories flying to and fro with people
adding this radio and that antenna…in fact
the volume of equipment was soon starting
to build up! We intended to use the
Guernsey ARS shack as the base of
operations…as well as their TH6DXX (on a
60ft tower) for the 20m antenna…this
would really be the only in-situ
antenna…all other antenna farming would
have to be imported…we ended up taking
with us the following antennas: -

This seemed like a lot of equipment to say
the least!…In fact to paraphrase Richard
Dreyfuss in Jaws when he chucking bait
over the side and the Shark first
appears…’We’re gonna need a bigger boat!’
I remember thinking if this is what we need
for a just a 48 hour contest, the logistics
involved planning for something the size of
D68C must have been some feat indeed.
So we had the team, the equipment and the
location…next would be transport.
Of course Bob and Phil would already be
there, but the rest of us would have to make
our merry way to GU…for the Tuesday
before the Contest.

For the Run and Mult Stations
1 x Cushcraft A3S
1 x Cushcraft 10m 4-element Yagi
1 x Force 12 15m 4-element Yagi
1 x 40m 4-Square
1 x Carolina Windom (mainly for 80m)
1 x 160m dipole

Don (BJ) and Hilary would not be able to
join us until the Friday (a prior engagement
being unable to be put off) so they were
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going to fly in from Manchester…Dave was
in the country on family matters and would
be join us on the Thursday…the rest of us
however would be travelling by Ferry on the
Tuesday.

We had a bit of a quandary a couple of
months before the off in that the CQWW
committee announced out of the blue that a
new section would be added to the
contest…that of Multi-Two…this allows
you to have two stations running at once (on
separate bands) as opposed to Multi-single
where you are allowed to run on one band
and Mult on others…none of us had taken
part in a Multi-Two section before and, of
course, there would be the opportunity for
another new British Isles record so we
decided to give it a go…. a lot of the
discussion on the Ferry took place around
M2 tactics, how we were to split band
openings and when we should run and when
we should Mult…as although it allows
running all the time there would be times
when we would need to S&P about a bit to
get the Mults who hadn’t yet called us.

We were also to be joined by Edward (Don
XTT’s Son) on the Tuesday by air…Edward
is an old hand at helping his Dad set up
…and his help would be most appreciated
by us all.
Steve booked the Ferry and it was to be a
0915 sailing from Portsmouth…this suited
us from a getting-up point of view, but
unfortunately it would be the long trip
(about 8 hours)…we could have sailed from
Weymouth on the Catamaran, but this
would have meant a middle of the night
setting off time…which no-one thought
would be a great idea.
I was tasked with sorting out the
accommodation for the trip…we settled on
the New Vazon Bay Hotel…it seemed like a
good idea at the time…but we were to find
out that they don’t only have a Fawlty
Towers in Torquay, they have one in GU as
well!…more on ‘The Vaz’ later…

We arrived in the Channel Islands in hazy
sunshine, the wind and rain having finally
abated. We were rewarded by great views of
the other smaller islands and outposts before
we docked in St.Peter Port. We rolled off
the boat and grouped up before making off
for the GARS clubhouse, which is in the
grounds of a Hospital roughly in the middle
of the Island.

They’re off

After successfully being bamboozled by
Guernsey’s rather unique give way systems,
and losing and regaining Tim, we pulled up
and the Clubhouse to start unloading our
equipment.

The big day finally arrived and it was to be
three cars taking the equipment. Steve and I
were travelling together, whilst Don (XTT)
and Tim were to meet us at the Ferry
Terminal in Plymouth. I must admit with all
that equipment (and Luggage) crammed into
the car(s) things were a bit snug…I was in
the back of Steve’s car as putting the front
passenger seat down was the only way we
could get the A3S in!

This in itself was a task and gave a taster of
the degree of equipment lugging and
humping to be had on subsequent days…the
GARS Shack was absolutely stuffed to the
gills by the time we had finished.
A quick shufty of the field next to the
GARS shack gave an idea of the space we
had to play with…it was a local farmer’s
field, normally frequented by a Bull
(thankfully tethered at the far end of the
field for our visit) which sloped gently away
towards the U.S.

The trip down was uneventful and we all
met up for a coffee in the terminal before
departing.
Stowed and ensconced in the Ship’s café we
set off on time…it was a rather blustery day
with intermittent showers…enough to
preclude all but the most foolish standing on
the deck for sightseeing purposes (I was that
fool)…

We also had the facilities provided by the
GARS 20m Tower as well as a pole lashed
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to the local Civil Defence Building, which
was next door.

elements...they build ‘em tough in GU!
After Breakfast, we found out that during
Edward’s morning run (he being more of
the run, than promenade disposition) he had
been swamped by a wave whilst running on
the other side of the road from the
seawall!..the weather was starting to look a
bit ominous.

Edward was already at the shack, having
been collected from the airport by Phil
GU0SUP just before our own arrival.
By now it was getting dark and we thought
it best to repair to the Hotel.
After going this way and that to the opposite
side of the Island, including a stopover at
Bob GU4YOX’s lovely QTH, we pulled up
at the Vaz early evening. We should have
had an inkling that perhaps all was not as it
should have been with the Vaz when we had
to dig a receptionist out of the bar to allow
us to book in.

Then it was off to the GARS Shack to start
the set-up. Phil GU0SUP met us there and
the previous evening’s Shack-stuffing
exercise was reversed and cobbling together
of Antennas started.
We split into groups each with an antenna to
assemble and get into position. Phil and I on
the Force 12 15m beam, Tim and Steve on
the 10m Cushcraft and A3S, Don and
Edward on the 40m Square.

A quick wash and brush up and we went
down to dinner…it was a quiet night at the
Vaz and we were greeted by the Waiter who
produced the wine list with great
flourish…after much debate (left to those
who know about such things) a wine was
chosen…Very good Sir and off he sauntered
only to return a moment later to inform us
that they did not have any of that particular
vintage left…more perusal ensued…further
sauntering off and yet further apologies as
that one was also not available…ringing the
changes another wine was selected…Waiter
pronounces it a good choice, only to inform
us again that this also was not
available!…the look on Tim and Don’s face
at this point was an image I will savour
from that evening…and so it was finally
decided, two bottles of House Red it was to
be.

This kept us busy for most of the
morning…an unforeseen ‘feature’ of the
farmers field was the amount of cow (or
bull) pats it contained…I don’t know what
the farmers had been feeding the field’s
occupants, but whatever it was they ate a lot
of it and nature surely played its course.
When we met up with Bob YOX during the
day (on one of his numerous ‘Site Visits’)
he referred to them as Landmines and I can
but agree…they appeared to ‘go-off’ when
you least expected it..such as when you are
trying to manhandle a 15m 4 ele
monobander over the barbed wire fence for
example.
We had one minor hiccough with the 4
Square. The stickers indicating which cable
went to what hole on the 4-Square relay box
had dropped off!, puzzled looks all
round…a quick call by Don to Tony
G0OPB managed to sort that one out.

Despite its other failing the food was pretty
good that night and a long journey behind us
we were all flaked out and slunk off to our
rooms.

A quick spell of wiring up and testing the
rotator for the A3S which would be used as
a Mult antenna and then it was on to the
mast for supporting the Carolina Windom.

The Set-up
It was an early start on the Wednesday but I
managed to spend a ½ hour promenading
along the seafront…the wind had picked up
quite a bit overnight and the waves were
washing over the seawall…I was surprised
to see some surfer’s braving the

This was to be our 80m antenna as well as
provide a second ant for 40m for the more
local stuff, that would not play so well on
the 4 Square.
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We had two 30ft masts made up of 5ft
sections…we were going to try to put this
up at 50ft…after an age of faffing around
getting the guying of each 15ft section right
we finally hauled her up and tied off.

the verticals in their gardens rather than
mine…I’m not sure trying explain that they
have to be ¼ wavelength apart will cut
much ice with them either….ho hum!,
getting to play with Antenna like this is all
part of the fun of such events as CQWW
from GU.

For those of you who have used a Carolina
Windom before you will know it is a pretty
good antenna, however it downfall is that it
is very heavy and being a Windom rather
oddly balanced as well…so we spent quite a
while getting it ‘just so’ to ensure that it
didn’t place too much strain on the poles,
but was as high as we could reasonably get
it.

Thursday and was dedicated to setting up
the computer network and the station
proper.
There had been some debate prior to the
contest as to which Logging Program to
use…most favoured CT, although a
significant number felt it may be time to
give Writelog a try…however as all were
familiar with CT that was the one we
plumped for…it was set up by Tim with a
network of three Laptop PCs
linked
together with Ethernet using K1TTT’s CT
networking
program…it
performed
flawlessly…now if only we could have Tim
there to aid us in all networking
scenarios…I have had many hiccoughs with
CT when cobbling together networks when
Steve and I have activated GB3RS…it just
goes to show how easy it is when you know
what you are doing!

We also had intended to run an Inverted L
up the side of the 50ft pole and tie this off to
a tree…hopefully to give us a better Low
angle signal on 80m for the DX
stuff...unfortunately the wind was really
starting to get up by now and the pulley
rope we had fitted just below the top of the
mast had got tangled and try as we might we
could not free it…we did not fancy
dropping the whole lot to sort the problem
out so in the end the Inverted L never
flew…in retrospect I don’t think we missed
it , much because the Windom turned out to
be a good performer anyway.

Later on the Thursday Tim collected Dave
who was flying in…and no sooner had his
feet touched the ground than he was at work
commissioning Don G3BJ’s TL922 into the
station equation…however there was a
problem in that one of the screws which
held part of the 3-500’s in the amp had
disappeared…Dave sorted that out as well
as fashioning a new connector to get
computer control of the FT990.

We were fairly blessed with good weather
and managed to do nearly all the more
involved antenna work over the day in
relative Sunshine and mild breezes (Oh how
were to pay later on for this good weather
during the set up days).
After Dinner that night Tim, Don and I
returned to the GARS shack to give the
antennas a bit of an airing.

I’m always impressed by anyone who can
turn there hands to sorting out such
Contesting Murphy’s… I think both Tim
and Dave could hire themselves out as
Contest trouble-shooters…you break it, we
fix it!

This was my first opportunity to use a 4
Square and I must admit it was a bit of a
revelation…working CW mostly around
Europe I detected a very faint VE signal, the
4 square was firing into EU…a simple flick
of the switch to W/VE and the VE jumped
up about good number of S points…from in
the noise to perfectly readable…it was like
magic...as they say ‘Must get one of
those’…although I suspect the neighbours
may complain a bit when I’m staking out

Thursday evening we had a rather nice
evening
out
at
Crabby
Jacks
Restaurant…we were joined by Keith
MU3EFB, Richard GU4CHY, as well as
Bob and Phil…this was I am ashamed to say
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articles from you our esteemed readership
out there, AFS, ARRL DX CW, CQ WPX
RTTY there’s plenty for you to share your
thoughts on …so I leave you with the
following whose sentiment I am sure I have
made use of on numerous occasions,
however my New Years Resolution is to try
and make less use of it…

quite a boozy affair, and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all....Crabby Jacks if you are
over GU way is to be recommended.
Stumbling back along the Seafront (Crabby
Jacks being but an inebriated shimmy from
the Vaz) we noticed that the wind was still
picking up…a taster of things to come..
(To be continued….)

Dud: “Have you learnt from your
mistakes?”
Pete: “Oh Yes I’ve learnt from my
mistakes, in fact I’m sure I could
repeat them exactly”

Sorry I have not managed to get the whole
article out in this issue…However I don’t
want to leave to the next issue a heartfelt
thank you to all the GU Amateurs who
helped us so much and made us so very
welcome…Bob, Phil, Keith, Ken, Richard
Mike…you are stars the lot of you!...the next
thrilling instalment of what went up, what
fell over, what blew-up, as well as the
scores on the doors in the next issue
So that’s it for 2002, we look forward to
what 2003 brings…hopefully plenty more

Peter Cook and Dudley Moore in
Not Only…but Also.
73 tu and HNY Paul G0WAT

A DXpedition rental QTH is now available in the Galapagos Islands at the hotel "Hogar de Don
Guido", owned and operated by the family of HC8GR, Guido Rosillo, in the seaside town of
Puerto Baquerizo Moreno, San Cristobal Island, Galapagos. Reservations are being handled by
N5KO, Trey. See http://www.donguido.com/ for additional details.

(cont’d from p.41)

in the program which can be updated from
the web site and a 168 page manual is
available in pdf format

Access 2000 database. As this program is
constantly under review any bugs which
appear in an update are normally sorted
within 24hrs of being reported. A few weeks
ago a few of us were getting an error code
when we started the program after a new
update; when a previous update was loaded
the fault stopped. I contacted Tom N1MM
via the e-group and sent him my database
file and the problem was sorted overnight.
How many programmers can do that?. The
service that the programmers provide is
second to none and I cannot fault the
program in any area. There is a full help file

For further info and to download the main
program go to www.n1mm.com
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DX AND EVENTS CALENDAR
(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)
till 12/01
till 15/01
till Jan
till Jan
till Feb
till Feb
till Feb
till 03/03
till 04/03
till 15/03
till April
till April
till 10/05
till 01/06
till 30/06
till June
till 30/11
till 2003
till 2003
till 2004
till ??
till ??
till ??
till ??
14/01-19/01
15/01-18/01
16/01-24/01
17/01-20/01
17/01-21/01
17/01-19/01
18/01-20/01
18/01-26/01
19/01
22/01-27/01
23/01-02/02
24/01-26/01
03/02-26/02
05/02-18/02
12/02-12/03
15/03-10/04
March
March
March-November

HG03HNY: special call by HG4I
TO2FG: Guadeloupe (NA-102) by F6HMJ
KC4/N2TA: "East Camp" (WABA K-12) by RW1AI
KC4/NK3T: "McMurdo" Base (AN-011, WABA K-09)
8N1OGA: Ogasawara
FR5KH & FR5KH/J: Reunion & Juan de Nova by F5IRO
ZL5CP: "Scott" Base (WABA ZL-02, AN-011)
HR5/F2JD: Honduras
C6 by KM1E
HF70x and SN70x: special stations (Poland)
V31JP: Belize by K8JP
XT2ATI: Burkina Faso by EA4ATI
IU5ONU: special event station
J28UN: Djibouti by F8UNF
ST1MN: Sudan
JW0HU: Spitsbergen (EU-026) by SP3GVX
HL0KSJ & D88S: "King Sejong" (WABA HL-01) by DS4CNB
RW1AI/ANT & R1ANC: Vostok Base
T30ES: Butaritari (OC-017), W. Kiribati by N1JSY
CN2PM: Morocco by G3WQU
LU1ZD: "San Martin" Base (WABA LU-11)
LU1ZG: "Belgrano II" Base (WABA LU-08)
LU1ZV: "Esperanza" Base (WABA LU-06)
ZK3SA: Tokelau (OC-048) by 5W1SA
XY1M by JA2EZD
CE6M: Mocha Island (SA-061) by CEs
F5VHQ/HI9
V31JZ/P, NA-180 ny NN7A
ZL4/G4EDG: Stewart Island (OC-203)
Contest Club of Finland Contest/DX Meeting
AA8LL/C6A, K8LIZ/C6A & C6ALB: NA-113 (Bahamas)
ZK2GI by PA3GIO
Hungarian DX Contest
HC1/NP3D
ER60SB: special event station (Moldova)
CQ 160 Meters CW Contest
A51B by W0GJ, especially LF
9G1AP & 9G1GA by DLs
FG/F6FXS
ST1C: Sudan by IV3OWC
VP6, Ducie Island by JA and VP6 ops
ST0RY by German group
DP1POL: "Neumayer" Base (WABA DL-03) by DL5XL
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How to fill in the Standing Order form.
1. The form should be addressed to (To) your bank and branch.
2. Write your CALLSIGN in the ‘Quoting Reference’ box. This is very important as it is the
way your subscription is identified in the CDXC bank statements.
3. Enter the current subscription applicable (currently £12 or £17, then £15 or £20 from July
2003) in the ‘Amount in figures’ and ‘Amount in words’ boxes.
4. Enter the same subscription in the ‘Amount of first payment’
5. Enter your account details in the ‘Name of account to be debited’ box and your account
number in the ‘Account number’ box.
6. Complete the bottom part of the form with your name, address, date and don’t forget to sign
it.
7. THE COMPLETED FORM SHOULD BE SENT TO YOUR BANK BRANCH
WHICH LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
8. It helps the Treasurer if you also tell him that you intend to pay by Standing Order in future.
9. Check your bank statements after the first payment should have been made that your bank
are executing the order correctly.
10. Thank you for helping CDXC by paying your subscription by standing order.

CDXC GOODS
The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.
PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.
KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.
RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.
REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.
PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£6.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to M0BJL (address on p.2).
_____________________________________________________________________
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CHILTERN DX CLUB
CDXC MEMBERS QSL CARD
PRIORITY ORDER FORM
Quantity

Tick the appropriate box

Price

500 Cards
1000 Cards
2000 Cards
3000 Cards
4000 Cards
5000 Cards

9
£36.42
£66.38
£122.78
£178.60
£234.41
£290.81

All the above prices are inclusive of UK VAT. Packing and postage within the UK included.

To customise your card please enter your details below:
Callsign:

Name:

Address:

Please Note: Delivery will be made to the address given in QSL details above unless notified otherwise.
Payment details:
Name of cardholder (as given on card):
Card Number:
Card Type :

Mastercard Visa Switch

Delete as appropriate

Expiry date (Month/Year):

Issue Number (Switch cards only):

Cardholders address if different to one given in QSL details:

Email this order form to: sales@hdprint.co.uk
or fax to: +44 (0)1920 463212
or post to:
Hertfordshire Display plc

51 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire SG12 9BA UK
Tel: +44 (0)1920 461191
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