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beyond your reach. The longawaited multi-band, all-mode

covers Top Band to 23cms
(with UT-20 option), more

than any other radio in its

Cluster reception without the
need for a PC. For further

Kenwood TS-2000 has
arrived. Never before have so

category, whilst a full 50
watts on 70cms gives Class

details on the transceiver that
gives you the world, call 01923
655284, or

From now on, nowhere

MuIsland All-Mode Transceiver

Miitle•band

Main

30 01-60M111,142.152MHt,420-115OMFIL12401.1300MN2

Reception

Sob

111114 MR1, 210.312MHtlFMIAMITIOdos001Y1

tIffS01140MHt
Output

100W

430MHz

SOW

1200MHt

IOW (virth UT-201

frequencies been
many
covered by a single Amateur

B 3 users greater range. And
for the first time in an HF

270296x317mm

transceiver. The TS-2000

radio, a built-in TNC allows all

Dimensions (VuxHxDI

operators access to DX-

e-mail ts2000@kenwoodelectronics.co.uk

KENWOOD

YAE SU
NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply

Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

•

FEATURES
i000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The World's First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D, FT-1000MP, FT-920,
FT-990, FT-900C/AT

•

Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mrn s"(16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000

Please note: VL-1000 and VP-1000 are not sold separately.

ICA.E S TJ
Yaesu UK Ltd, Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire S023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.
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KT1 "pro" pump
Twin paddle kit
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EK4 iambic keyer
EK4M memo keyer
EK4 memory upgrade
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K3 keyer
Superkeyer 3 kit
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RG213 Mil spec (/m)
RG58stranded core(/m)
RG 174 miniature (/m)
450 ohm slotted twin
300 ohm slotted twin
75 ohm twin (400Watts)
16swg H/D copper (/m)
Polyprop egg insulator
Ribbed poly. Insulator
Dipole centre box
Dipole centre "1"' piece
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ETM9C X3 keyer - with built
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£3. 75
£0.55%m

VAT included - PandP extra
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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL

CHILTERN DX CLUB

Don Field, G3XTT

The UK DX Foundation

A Happy New Year to you all! Yes, another
year has passed, and what a year it was for
those of us who enjoy HF DXing and
contesting. The sunspots didn't always cooperate, but it was certainly supposed to be
the top of the cycle and, as a result, many
DXpeditions appeared on our bands. I won't
list them all here, but you will no doubt
remember most of them and, hopefully,
have QSOs in the log and QSLs on the wall.
We had a new DXCC country — Ducie —
though no activity to date. We had North
Korea on the bands, albeit without DXCC
credit so far. Afghanistan reappeared after a
long absence, and will no doubt be activated
on a regular basis during 2002. Several
more of the "top 50" countries were
activated, including Bouvet (3YOC),
Conway Reef, Kermadec, St.Peter & Paul,
etc. And more are promised for early 2002 —
San Felix, Baker & Howland, Ducie, South
Georgia and South Sandwich, etc. It should
be fun! CDXC members have also been
heard on the rarefied heights of 6m working
such exotica as BY, VU, XU, 9M6, VR2,
XU, XW and many more, so the MUF really
has been playing ball, if not all the time.
As far as this Digest is concerned, I hope
you will find the material of interest. Quite a
lot has been drawn from external sources,
particularly with respect to upcoming
DXpeditions. Some, if not all, of this you
may well have seen elsewhere, but I felt
most of it was sufficiently important to be

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Name in full .
Current callsign•

Other callsigns.

Address.

Country .
Telephone.

Post code.
E-mailFirst name or "ON-AIR" name (for your CDXC badge):

Cal!sign•
Proposer
Cal'sign.
Seconder
Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
(Cheques must be drawn on a UK bank).
Fee enclosed (see over)•
I hereby agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the

CDXC Membership List for regular circulation to other members. I a_gree to my E-mail
address being published on the CDXC WWW page (http:/lwww.CDXC.org.uk ).

Date .

Signed .

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE
Subscription received
Welcome letter sent
Newsletter note
Database updated

Mailing list updated
Membership list updated
E-mail list updated
Badge sent

❑

❑

0
0
❑

documented here. As always, though, the
homegrown stuff is of greater interest and it
would be nice to have some Member
Profiles in the queue (none have appeared
for several months now), as well as your
other anecdotes, tall tales, or whatever. It's
certainly good to have quite a selection of
members' letters this time round, some sent
directly to the editor, others sent to other
members of the Committee but reproduced
here (with permission) because we felt they
would merit a wider audience.
New Licence Structure

On the national scene, the introduction of
the Foundation Licence will have a
significant impact on our hobby. This is not
to be seen as an isolated development, but
as part of a restructuring to a staged and
progressive system licensing similar to what
exists in the USA and elsewhere. I believe
CDXC should welcome these developments,
as ultimately they should lead to an influx of
new blood to the HF bands. Elsewhere,
when new (especially new, younger) blood
has arrived (e.g. in Germany after
reunification, albeit for different reasons), it
has done wonders for the general health of
the hobby, and has often produced a new
and innovative breed of DXers and
contesters.
Finally, let me join the other Committee
members writing in these pages in
mentioning the forthcoming Annual Dinner.
New venue, top speaker, let's support it and
make it a success!
73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
John Butcher, G3LAS

First of all, in case I forget when in the
throes of creativity, a (belated) Happy
Christmas to all CDXC members and my
54

best wishes for profitable DX hunting in the
New Year. My guess is that you will all be
trying hard to work PS and Ducie Island,

unless you are lucky enough to have already
been on the inside track to the P5 list
operations.
These two hotspots will, of course, be only
the tip of the iceberg and your committee
has already received several applications for
donations to other interesting expeditions in
prospect. Some members may not be aware
that it has been our policy in the past not to
fund operations which have only IOTA
interest rather than being desirable DXCC
entities. This is because it was then thought
that by no means all members were
interested in IOTA and because there is an
alternative source of support through IREF.
However, the situation may have changed as
IOTA has grown in popularity. We would
welcome your views.
In fact, there will soon be a new way in
which we can discuss issues such as this.
We have agreed to launch an Internet
reflector group. Early in the New Year,
those members for whom we have a
(correct) e-mail address will receive an
invitation to subscribe to this (free) forum.
It should provide a valuable way for our
well-dispersed members to communicate
about matters of common interest and also
to circulate information and topical news
items.
In the November issue I gave early warning
of the date of this year's CDXC Dinner, so I
am sure you are all waiting anxiously for
further details. I can now reveal that the
Dinner will be held on Saturday, March 23,
at a new venue, the Boxmoor Lodge Hotel,
in Hemel Hempstead. We have decided to
move here because we think it will offer
easy access to more members, being close to
the M1 and M25 and also near the railway
station on the Euston main line. The hotel
has a pleasant atmosphere and, for those
wishing to stay overnight, the bed and
breakfast charges will be lower than in the
recent past. There will be the usual

opportunity for socialising, possibly even in
the bar, with other members who may
otherwise be just a callsign and a
disembodied voice or key. Finally, the
"main attraction", if you need any further
inducement, will be an after-dinner talk by
Roger Western, G3SXW. Roger is not only
one of the world's finest DX operators and
most travelled DXpeditioners, but also a
very entertaining speaker. He will no doubt
regale us with stories of his various travels
which will be fascinating both to fellow
operators and also to other guests. In other
words, you can, with confidence, bring
wives, husbands, partners and concubines,
secure in the knowledge that they will not
be bored to tears and refuse to let you come
next year.
My last point concerns the recent
introduction of the new Foundation licence.
Whatever you may feel about this subject, it
will almost certainly prove to be a very
important innovation. Several hundred
people are already taking up the courses and
tests leading to an M3--- callsign and many
of these will hit the bands in the New Year.
Some will be complete newcomers and
others will be transferring from the Class B
ranks. CDXC welcomes this initiative and
hopes its members will do everything they
can to help and encourage the new HF
operators to follow the paths of DX
righteousness. Clubs have an important role
to play and we hope that, in due course,
many newcomers will feel they wish to join
our membership.
Finally, since I haven't forgotten, may I, on
behalf of the whole Committee, wish you
again a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
SEE YOU AT BOXMOOR ON MARCH
23
73 es gud DX, John, G3LAS

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(um 425 DX News for most of this)

till 09/04 3W2XK: Vietnam by W9XK
9U5D: Burundi by SM5DIC
till Feb
EM1HO: Galindez Island (AN-006)
till 2002
KC4/N3SIG: McMurdo Station, Ross Island (AN-011)
till Mar
T3OES: Butaritari (OC-017), W. Kiribati by N1JSY
till 2003
VK3FEI/#: Australia & islands by PAOMIR
till Mar
YA5T: Afghanistan
till ??
ZD9IR: Gough Island (IOTA AF-030) by ZS6RI
till Oct
from Dec R1ANF: Antarctic Base "Bellingshausen" by UA 1PBA
from 07/01 9L1BTB: Sierra Leone by SP7BTB
10/01-16/01 VU: Sagar Island (AS-153)
19/01-June P5/4L4FN: North Korea
19/01-01/02 TMOA: special call (France) by F6OIE
20/01-02/02 VP5/G4RCG, VP5NK4BRC, VP5/KI7VR: No. Caicos (NA-002)
from 22/01 H44MS: Solomon Islands by DL2GAC
28/01-30/01 VP8SIG: South Orkneys (AN-008) by GMOHCQ
CE9L, CE9N, CE9P: SA-050
January
VP8: South Georgia & South Sandwich Islands
Jan-Feb
01/02-16/02 HC1MD/HC#: Ecuador & SA-056 by NE8Z
03/02-18/02 5U: Niger by I2U1Y and others
04/02-10/02 S9LA: Sao Tome (AF-023) by LAs and SMs
09/02-10/02 T88SI: Sonsorol Isl (0C-???)
15/02-08/03 V51/SP6IXF and V51/DL2SL: Namibia
17/02-04/03 TI9M: Cocos Island (NA-012)
27/02-02/03 VP8SIG: South Orkneys (AN-008) by GMOHCQ
CE8R: Riesco Island (SA-???)
February
04/03-06/03 VP8SGK: South Georgia (AN-007) by GMOHCQ
12/03-30/03 XROX: San Felix Island (SA-013)
mid March VP6: Ducie Island
XE: NA-162, NA-163, NA-164, NA-165 by Gs and XEs
March
17/04-22/04 3W: Cham Island (AS-???) by JI6KVR and others
02/05-11/05 KH1: Baker & Howland (OC-089) by YT IAD and others
7X: Habibas Islands (AF-71?)
May
09/07-16/07 WRTC 2002 (http://www.wrtc2002.org )

(Master of Bellowing Effortlessly)...

26-27 Saturday 1300 - Sunday 1300
UBA DX Contest SSB

Presidents Patter
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

So we've First-Footed, taken our Coal, Salt
and Bread around the Ether and embark
once again on a new round of the yearly
events...in keeping with tradition I will
repeat the Column Editor's mantra of...

February

2-3 Saturday 1800 - Sunday 2400
Mexico International RTTY Contest
9-10 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
CQ World-Wide RTTY WPX Contest

Articles please, articles please, articles
please

9-10 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200
PACC Contest CW/SSB

...you should all repeat this 100 times until
subliminally you are drawn to your
keyboards to dash off an enlightening and
edging epistle that will bring joy and
goodcheer to your fellow readers...

9-10 Saturday 2100 - Sunday 0100
RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest CW
16-17 Saturday 0000 - Sunday 2400
ARRL International DX Contest CW

...and remember when trying to be a better
contester over the forthcoming year you
cannot do better that follow the advice in a
quote from Diane Sawyer; -

22-24 Friday 2200 - Sunday 1600
CQ WW 160-Meter Contest SSB
23-24 Saturday 1300 - Sunday 1300
UBA DX Contest CW

"I think the one lesson I have learnt is that
there is no substitute for paying attention"

So that's about it for this edition's bumper
QRZ Contest Column...Many many thanks
to the contributors (without whom you
would have to suffer even more from
me...keep down those howls of anguish at
the back)...you all certainly figure highly in
my New Years Honours list...for the CW
OP's it's the O.B.E (Order of the Broken
Elbug) and for the Voice OP's it the MB.E

73 tu es HNY
Paul
GOWAT

I thought it would be timely to write a
review of the RSGB IOTA Millennium
Programme — "IOTA 2000". As members
will know, CDXC ran this project for the
RSGB IOTA Committee. The final date for
applications was 31 December 2001.
Objectives and rules

The purpose of "IOTA 2000" was to
celebrate the Millennium, to promote IOTA
activity and to have fun on the HF bands.
The world was divided into 12 zones. The
limit of each zone was determined by a line
of longitude. The first zone started with the
International Dateline and ran to the 150°E
longitude. The second zone ran from the
150°E longitude to the 120°E longitude. A
further 10 zones were needed to divide up
the world.
The objective was to contact as many
different IOTA island groups as possible
within the Millennium year 1 January 2000
to 31 December 2000 on the HF bands.
There were two types of contact that
counted for credit - premium contacts and
normal contacts. Only one premium contact
and one normal contact could be claimed for
credit with each IOTA island group
regardless of band and mode.
Each premium contact scored three points.
Premium contacts were made when an
IOTA island group fell into a particular
zone. Example: A contact with Ascension
(AF-003) in the month of July 2000 scored
three points. Normal contacts with
Ascension scoring one point could be made
anytime except during July 2000.
A series of attractive certificates were
awarded to those attaining the following
scores:
• Gold certificates 900 points
• Silver certificates 450 points
225 points
• Bronze certificates
• Participation certificates were awarded
to all those achieving a score of at least
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50 points.
There were also two awards for
DXpeditioners.
QSL cards were not required. All claims had
to include a log extract certified by two
licensed amateurs together with the official
application form.
The above is a brief summary of the rules
that were widely publicised. Near the end of
every month we also circulated details of
the frequently activated islands that counted
for premium points during the following
month.
The year 2000

• January: A slow start with the islands
just to the west of the Dateline, such as
New Zealand and Norfolk, counting for
premium points.
• February saw a great boost in activity
with most of the Japanese islands and
many of the islands in the east of
Indonesia being activated for premium
points. Several rare counters were
activated this month.
• In March many of the remaining
Indonesian were activated, including
some really rare counters.
• April and May were quiet. The Indian
Ocean islands were the main counters
and there are relatively few of these. At
this stage the challenge of gaining the
gold certificate looked quite tough!
• June and July brought about a great
boost in activity with the European
IOTAs counting for premium points.
There was also a great deal of activity in
the RSGB IOTA Contest.
• August was quiet with the premium
counters being mainly the mid-Atlantic
and Brazilian islands.
•

In September the Caribbean islands
counted for premium points. I believe

that most participants achieved their
targets during this month.
•

The rest of year saw activity from the
Pacific islands to the east of the
Dateline.

Here are some statistics; altogether 320
certificates were issued:
Main participants by country
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Croatia
France
Germany
Italy
Japan
Russia
Slovakia
Ukraine
United Kingdom
United States

10
17
32
32
31
23
14
18
29
17

In addition 14 SWLs took part including 2
from the UK.
Analysis by award
40
• Gold
114
• Silver
109
• Bronze
46
• Participation
• DXpeditioners' Platinum 3
8
• DXpeditioners' Gold
320
Total
UK winners

Gold (3)
• GOUIH
• G3LAS
• G3NUG
DXpeditioners' Gold (2)
• G3OCA
• G4CWD
Silver (11)
• GOVBD
• GOWRE
• G3EKJ
• G3FFH
• G3LHJ

•
•
•
•
•
•

G3OLY
G3 SJX
G4NXG/M
G4VXT
GWONCU
SWL BRS30493

Bronze (12)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GOFYX
GOTHF
GOVYR
GOWWD
G2BFO
G3TXF
G4FCI
G4OPL
MOBEX
MOBJL
MWOCBC
SWL BRS47426

Participation (3)
• GOKNN
• G4EDR
• G4MAR
CDXC members outside the UK

Silver
Gold
• VE3ZZ Silver
• WK3N Bronze
Miscellaneous statistics

•
•

KI6T
OZ4RT

• Approximately 50% of applications
were entirely by e-mail.
• 2/3rds of those using e-mail used the
SM6DEC system i.e. around 100.
• There were very few problems with
applications.
• 1,600 amateurs made around 2,700
downloads from the CDXC website.
• Approximately 5,000 e-mails were
processed.
• 250 man-hours were needed to manage
the programme.
• The IOTA 2000 Programme cash cost
was approximately £500. This included
printing of the certificates, mailing tubes
and postage. Our sincere thanks to

Vincenzo IT9CHU (160m), Spiros SV8CS
(160m),

QS0s, 38 zones and 164 DXCC, subject to
checking. Jun was especially invaluable
when working Asia, but then again was
versatile enough to handle USA/EU pileups
without problems. Jun's qualifications do
not need to be justified, his being present at
ZL9CI, BV9P etc should naturally earn him
a place on any team. (You might give that
some thought Neville!)
Now that the dust settled after the end of the
contest, we believe we have around 53-57
million points, with 19000+ QSOs. I have
used such a broad score spectrum as it is
obviously subject to checking.
Monday brought some tired faces and the
prospect of taking down the antennas. The
customary group photo session was
followed by a very efficient disassembly,
which just took one day (why is that?) We
tried to celebrate our possible success at
dinner that night, but we were all so very
tired, but happy with our result.
Flavio IV3TMV, Antonello IT9EQO and
Fabio IT9GSF have worked so hard
(together with the core group from IQ4A) to
organise this project, and I must
congratulate them on a job very well done.
To work with such a team that has an
extensive technical and mechanical insight
is a great privilege for me, as a 'new kid' in
multi-multi phone. The support from
IT9INO, IT9NTD (No Tengo Dinero) and
others operating the multiplier station,
bringing lunch when we were all working,
was so much appreciated I am sure by the
entire team. Once again they were:
Jeff 9H IEL (10m, what else), Fabio
IT9GSF (10m),
Robert 9A3GW (15m), Antonello IT9EQO
(15m), Jun JH4RHF (15m),
Paolo I4TJE (20m), Marko N5ZO (20m),
Leo S5OR (20m),
Flavio IV3TMV (40m), Peter 9A6A (40m
and 80m start), Claudio I4VEQ (40m),
Franco I4AVG (80m), Fausto I4EAT (80m),
Nino IT9SGN (Mult. and 80m in light
hours)

Nino IT9INO (Mult. And any band when
the chair was empty),
Sebastiano IT9NTD, Pippo IT9QQP and
Leo SV2DCD, (logistic support),
Gianni IW9GIH (1 st network sysop),
Antonio IT9IVE (2"d network sysop).
A special thanks to Provincia Regionale di
Ragusa for two loaned caravans, to Comune
di Comiso for the Power generator set and
caravan loan and to Sezione A.R.I. of
Ragusa members who gave their
organisational help before the contest.
The Multi-Multi bug has bitten!

Thanks Jeff great report on a fabulous
effort...and now a few entries for your
diaries...

January
13 Sunday RSGB Affiliated Societies
Contest CW
19 Saturday 1200 - 2000
LZ Open Championship CW
19 Saturday RSGB Affiliated Societies
Contest SSB
20 Sunday 0000 - 2400
HA DX Contest CW
25-27 Friday 2200 - Sunday 1600
CQ 160-Meter Contest CW
26-27 Saturday 0600 - Sunday 1800
REF Contest CW
26-27 Saturday 1200 - Sunday 1200
BARTG RTTY Sprint Contest RTTY
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licence conditions, and send music on our
frequency. I would just like to say that it's a
bit early for Christmas music just yet, and I
am sure that Franco would agree.
40 meters had several of the top 40m
operators in Europe if not the world, Peter
9A6A, Claudio I4VEQ and our tower
climber/human crane Flavio, IV3TMV.
Under the poor LF band circumstances, they
still managed 125 countries and 34 zones, a
true testament to their fine specialist skills.
Using two men listening, one on the 4element Yagi and the other rapidly
switching Beverage antennas, they were
able to catch all callers. Surprisingly, the
40m Yagi appeared to be quite noisy,
proving once more that on LF the best
combination is separate transmitting and
receiving antennas.
I thought that the location of the 20m stack
together with 24-hour openings would yield
a very high number of QSOs. In practice,
what happens is that during the day, most
casual operators are on 10 meters, meaning
that 20m does not produce large volumes of
QSOs. Of course, during the twilight and
evening hours, there are very good signals
from most parts of the world. It is therefore
possible to have a large multiplier count
although not the highest QSO total. Rough
scores indicate 4800+ QSOs, 40 zones and
162 DXCC. The slick operating of Paolo
I4TJE, Marko N5ZO and Leo S5OR were
responsible for the great contribution. By
the way, Leo was one of the judges at the
Slovenia WRTC this year.
Robert, 9A3GW our 15m specialist and I
made a private bet as to who would have the
highest QSO count by the end of the
contest. When I saw the 15m stack in the air
I wish I hadn't made that bet, especially as
Robert holds several CQWW 15m EU
records! However, like 20 meters, 15m
suffers from the same problem, in that when
10 meters is alive, everyone wants to go
there. There's no metres like 10 metres,
right? Still, Robert together with the boss,
Antonello IT9EQO and Jun JH4RHF
managed an impressive total of 4600+

capacitance to the radial system you will
have when you go to a new site?) Once
resonance had been obtained and some
feedline problems solved to the 15m stack,
we were ready to run. By this time it was
the Friday afternoon before the contest, and
we were all TIRED! Several of us tried our
hardest to stimulate the party atmosphere by
the ingress of alcohol sugar, but frankly our
best bet was just to get some sleep.
I decided that the best ploy on 10m was to
start the contest at 00z, knowing that Fabio,
IT9GSF would take over from me when the
band opened to Japan in the morning. The
band actually closed for 45 minutes during
the whole contest. I made a mere 70 QSOs
all night, but included were several valuable
Pacific multipliers, so at least it appeared to
be reasonably justified. Once the band
opened, it was gangbusters! Saturday was
just wonderful with high rates and a wide
selection of multipliers, most of which
called us! In total Fabio and I made just
over 5000 QSOs, 40 zones and 178 DXCC
on 10m.
At the other end of the spectrum Spiros,
SV8CS and Vincenzo, IT9CHU were
having a hard time on 160m. It seems that
conditions were absolutely appalling, so not
much could be done about that. In any case,
71 countries were worked, a miracle under
the circumstances.
On 80m, Peter 9A6A was correctly given
the job of starting the contest. However
Peter, such a stalwart of 9A I A decided that
in order to get a good frequency on 80m, he
established himself on 3799 at 1800z, six
hours before the start!! This proved to be
very successful so that Franco, I4AVG and
Fausto I4EAT could take over and work
through the night with just about the best
frequency available on that band. The
country total was also down on last year, but
Sunday sunset in IG9 yielded a superb
opening to A5, YB, T88 and others I have
forgotten! Around 1600 QSOs were made,
with 24 zones and 92 DXCC. Someone
decided, from the direction of the UK, that it
would be a good idea to contravene his
50

for his silver without claiming any premium
counters i.e. he worked at least 450 different
IOTAs during 2000. Another applicant, this
time for the gold, made all his contacts (in
excess of 300) by working only premium
counters! Tough going!
My thanks again to Nevada, to the members
of the CDXC committee and to all the
participants for supporting this programme.

Nevada for their sponsorship, without
which we could not have run this
programme.
Conclusions

•

• We had fun, many rare IOTAs were
activated and it was quite tough to get
gold.
• We had excellent support from Japan,
Indonesia and Europe.
• IOTA needs a real boost in the US.
• Many chase contacts but do not claim
awards.
• There were over 600 IOTA groups
active in the year 2000.
• There is a need for an annual IOTA
activity programme. This will encourage
newcomers to join the main IOTA
programme. Ideas suggested include
activity days and published listings of
IOTAs worked during a calendar year.
• IOTA 2000 was a relatively easy
programme to run.

CDXC Annual Dinner

This year's dinner will be on Saturday 23
March. We have responded to your requests
to move to a more centralised location. The
new location in Hemel Hempstead is, as can
be seen from the enclosed flyer, very close
to the A41 and is easily accessible from
both the M25 and M1. Let's have good
turnout; please help us by sending in your
booking forms and deposits as soon as
possible. We are looking forward to a very
good social evening.
I hope all our members had an excellent
Christmas. May I wish you all a very happy
and prosperous 2002.

Two observations

Two of the applicants won their certificates
the hard way. One made the 450 contacts

Secretary's Update
Shaun Jarvis, MOBJL

CDXC offers a warm welcome to the following new members:
Call

Worked

Name

Location

GM3WOJ

300+
286
100+
240+
169
255
135
100
100+
347
100+

Chris Tran
Dave Mayo
Bob Marshall Read
Tim Kirby
Charlie Morrison
Philip Jones
Andrew Thomas
Richard Brokenshaw
Robert Limb
Mike Mattes
Jack Troster

Ross-Shire
Stockport
Suffolk
Berks
Co. Antrim
Swansea
Bucks
Dorset
Oxfordshire
New York
Atherton, CA

G4MUL
G4VGO
G4VXE
GI4FUE
GW4HAT
M5AEX
M5RIC
MOFXX
W2LO
W6ISQ
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EXPEDITIONS FUNDED
Since the list which appeared in the last Digest, your Committee has agreed to make donations
to the following expeditions:
Sao Tome by LA's
San Felix, XROX
Sonsorol, T88SI
XE Islands by G4CWD G3OCA etc.
KH4 by G3RTE, G3SWH

£250
£250
£100
£200
£200

CDXC Expedition Funding - How it works
John, G3LAS

As you all know, one of the ways in which
CDXC encourages DX activities is by
providing funding support for expeditions to
foreign parts, in order to help maintain the
supply of good DX available to be worked.
The lists of donations published from time
to time show that we have supported most
of the important expeditions over the last
ten years or so and we are now one of the
most important club sponsors worldwide.
We receive many applications and members
should be aware of the criteria we use to
make decisions.
At a basic level we have five criteria to
guide our decision making, and four
conditions which must be met by recipients,
as follows.
Criteria:

1. The expedition has a good chance of
working a significant number of stations
in the British Isles, as indicated by the
general organisation, the stated plans to
work Europe and the equipment to be
used.
2. The country being activated must be
well up the European wanted lists, at
least on some of the HF bands and/or
modes.
3. The team should comprise at least four
operators, some of whom should be
experienced and well known.
4. The QSO target should be significant,
relative to the duration of.the visit.

5. The application should be made in
advance of the expedition.
Supported groups must:

1. Print the CDXC logo on the QSL card
and send us a copy for display purposes.
2. Be prepared to process cards sent
through the normal IARU bureaux.
3. Send us a write-up of the DXpedition
for publication in the Digest.
4. Publicise our involvement in all articles
and presentations about the DXpedition
The Committee will waive some of the
criteria if it seems appropriate to do so but
the conditions are normally invariable. At
the present time, the "normal" level of
support for a well-organised substantial
expedition is £200-250. We frequently offer
less, and, very occasionally, more than this
amount.
There is a separate members-only fund,
which is used also to help and encourage
CDXC members to undertake DXpeditions.
In the past, we have had a policy of not
funding IOTA-only expeditions. It was felt
that many club members might not have an
interest in IOTA and that support for such
expeditions was available from other
sources such as IREF. However, the
position may have altered and the
Committee would welcome opinions.
CDXC liaises closely with the RSGB HF
Committee and with the GMDX group on

approximately 6,000 and fish is the staple
diet.
After leaving home on the Friday, 8 days
before the contest, catching the Air Malta
flight from Malta to Palermo, and Air One
to Lampedusa, I was greeted very warmly
by the two contest organizers, Antonello
IT9EQO, and my long-standing friend
Fabio, IT9GSF with whom I would share 10
meters. We enjoyed a delicious dinner
complemented by Sicilian wine, and
expressed our views as to how we could win
our category. I realized at once that we had
in our midst an experienced and
knowledgeable group who could really do
things properly! By the end of the evening,
our 'spirits' were running high!
The following morning, it was time to start
antenna construction. When I saw the size
of the project before us, I realized we were
in for a long week of hard work. A total of
seven towers which would support stacks on
the high bands, a 4-element 40m KLM Yagi
(as at Neville's home) and two large vertical
antennas for 80 and 160 meters together
with a comprehensive Beverage receiving
antenna system all had to be erected. This
together with six operating positions and the
use of Writelog and a Windows-based LAN
for logging purposes would more-or-less
complete the project. The list of transmitting
antennas was as follows:
•

160m: 31m high vertical, top loaded
with 60 radials.

•

80m : 20m high vertical with 150
radials

•

10m : 5 over 5 stack (Hy-gain 105CA),
top at 15m

•

10m 5 element Monoband Yagi at 6m

While the antennas are not particularly high,
they were all mounted on a 70m-high cliff
edge, so even the low-mounted antennas did
not exhibit high-angle properties. We just
found that the low beams could be used to
advantage at right angles to the main stacks
to pick up stations in unfavourable
directions.
The radio equipment was a mixture, mainly
ICOM 775s and some Yaesu, together with
homemade linear amplifiers. On 10m only,
we interfaced the microphone with the
laptop PC sound card thus providing a CQ
machine and saving my already delicate
voice as a result of HF Convention 'flu.
It took around 7 days to assemble the
antennas and stations. This, compared to
D68C seems to be an interminable time,
especially when it is hard work and the
temperature was an incredible 30 degrees C.
However the tower construction is
somewhat complex, as both stack antennas
are side-mounted to the tower, and a
Prosistel rotator near the lower antenna is
connected to the high antenna by a 25mm
pipe and upper thrust bearing. This of
course has the disadvantage that the stack
antennas are always beaming in the same
direction, fine for a stack but there is a
reduction in versatility as one cannot beam
in two directions at the same time. It was
originally intended to put some power into
the separate low antennas but these projects
for 20/15/10 were never completed. All
towers were erected by means of a small
hydraulic crane mounted on a pickup truck.
A steel triangular-hinged base was bolted
into the ground rock, the tower bolted to the
hinged section and the crane did the rest.
Just 4 men required to steady the tower
using the guy ropes.
There was a problem obtaining resonance
for the 31m vertical for 160m, (who can tell
what ground conductivity and its

• 40m : 4-element KLM Yagi at 20m
high
• 20m : 5 over 5 stack (11m booms), top
at 20m
• 20m : 5 element Monoband Yagi at just
10m high, for high angle use
15m : 6 over 6 stack (11m booms) top
at 20m
• 15m : 5 element Monoband Yagi at
10m
•
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pointers in there for the novice
contester...the more experienced lags
among you out there should cast your minds
back to dredge up memories of how much
you didn't know when you first started
out... it never fails to amaze me the amount
there still is to learn about contesting...the
best tip I know is to try and work alongside
more experienced contesters and just soak it
up...after all they have probably already
made most of their mistakes and now have a
better grip on what to do, when and
how... what about a few tips from the more
experienced OP's out there?, if you've
learnt the hard way or been privileged
enough to have an Elmer at your side to
guide your through your formative years,
how about sharing some of that 'Contesting
nous' about... and now over to a Contester
who can certainly teach most of us a thing
or two or three...

Choose your band to suit the conditions, if
10m is open make the best of it and leave
LF alone until you have to change to it
when 10m drops off or you have 40 zones
move down to 15m...be aware of various
albs at different times of the day and don't
otget to check for multipliers by tuning the
bands and listening, usually a nice way to
relax after a long CQ session of unanswered
calls.
Remember to use courtesy at all times, ask
QRL? or is the frequency in use? before
CQing. Be tolerant, if someone appears on a
frequency that you have used for an hour,
maybe conditions have changed and he was
there as well Just compromise with a smile.
If you make mistakes, just put it to
experience, most contesters will gladly put
you right with a smile and if someone is
rude to you don't take the bait.
Constantly analyse yourself, are you getting
the best from your rig?, have you narrowed
filters enough/too much, is there a big
station on a near frequency that is killing
your pileup, if so correct it.
After the contest even if you only have a
few QSOs in your log check it and send the
entry to the correct address, e-mail is the
best way.
Once you have had some time to get over
the contest, have a close look at your log
and see what you could have done better,
which bands did you fail to optimise, did
you work 50 Europeans on 20m when you
could have worked 50 USA on 15m.
How did your station perform? Was your
antenna system failing you on any band?
Once you have done this you will be ready
for your next contest.
Note....IF you are learning Morse code, why
not make an SWL entry in a CW contest, it
is a sure way to get your RX speed up.

The IG9A CQWW 2001 SSB Story
by Jeff Morris, 9H1EL
It took me about 10 seconds to decide to
join the IG9A Multi-Multi contest team
after hearing about their requiring operators
and receiving an invitation to participate.
Not surprisingly, their requirement was that
I operated 28MHz, and I relished the
thought of such a challenge, knowing that
my experience on the band at this location
would hopefully be of some help. As many
of you will know, Lampedusa is a small
island located between Malta and the east
coast of Tunisia. As luck has it, it is located
within the boundary of zone 33, which of
course is North Africa. This means that all
QSOs with the world except Africa will
score three points, thus giving a significant
scoring advantage.
Lampedusa's terrain is somewhat similar to
Malta's, in that it has a rocky coastline, and
the facilities on the island are reasonable,
but the main export is tourism and catering
standard reaches 2-star at best. The life-style
is typically Italian, population is

73 Colin MUOFAL

Thanks a lot Colin, there's some useful
48

expedition funding. Both of these groups
have limited funds to support such
activities.
It is worth noting that almost our only

source of income is from members'
subscriptions, so it is vital that we maintain
or increase our membership if we are to
continue these funding activities.

Use of 10MHz
CDXC and other groups have been asked to
publicise the following as a hint/advice to
future DXpeditions who might operate split
frequency on the band.

CDXC Dinner
Map of Location

"Questions are still being raised regarding
the non use of SSB on 10 MHz. It cannot be
emphasized strongly enough that the use of
this band on a secondary basis was granted
by a majority of only one vote at the
relevant WARC. A number of Fixed Service
(Meteorological and Diplomatic) stations
still use this band on a Primary basis and
any possibility of causing interference
should be avoided. This situation should
also be considered by DXpeditions working
split frequency. The instruction to stations
to transmit "UP" could (and has) caused
problems to Fixed Service stations in the 10
MHz band."

cox°

CHILTERN DX CLUB

The UK DX Foundation
Boxmoor Lodge Hotel and Restaurant
London Road, Hemel Hempstead
Hertfordshire HP1 2RA
Tel: (01442) 230770 Pax: (01442) 252230
email: boxmoorlodgeecompuserve.com
website: http//www.boxmoorlodge.co.uk

CDXC Dinner

March 23rd
This page for map, next page for
details
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DXpeditions Uncovered

As I'm sure you will have noticed by now, plans for this year's Annual Dinner are in full swing.
We are pleased to announce that our guest speaker will be Roger Western, G3SXW, who as well
as being a world famous contester, is also renowned for his world-wide DXpeditions.
Roger has operated from over 40 DXCC countries and was acclaimed DXpeditioner of the Year
at Dayton in 1993 and by GM-DX in 2000. He is Vice President of the First Class CW
Operators Club (FOC) and a member of the CQ Contest Hall of Fame. Roger is also a CQWW
International Adviser and he represented the UK at WRTC-2000.
I strongly urge you to try and attend next year's Annual Dinner on 23rd March 2002. A booking
form is enclosed in this issue of the Digest.
Shaun, MOBJL, CDXC Secretary
BOOKING FORM
CDXC 2002 ANNUAL DINNER

Name.
Callsign•
Address.

Paul O'Kane EI5DI and by subscribing to
the SD Internet user list you can receive the
correct configuration for contests that are
not included in the already extensive list of
contests covered by the software.
It is a good idea to configure your software
the day before the contest, and also maybe
make a dummy log and enter some callsigns
so you can make sure you are familiar with
what will happen. Remember to back up
your log constantly during the contest...

similar to those used in CW.
Another advantage is that many of the
DXpeditions now cater for the RTTY
fraternity, and the pile-ups can often be
easier to break than on CW or SSB.
So, come on Don and Paul, remember that
there is RTTY out there!
73 de Phil GUOSUP

Rules
Phil is of course quite right that we should
not forget those datamodes. It would be very
interesting to hear from anyone who has
poked a toe for the first time into the RTTY
Contesting waters, an article about station
set-up and experiences would be
great! ...any takers? ...and now a interesting
article from Colin...

Well all contests have different rules and
these should be checked by visiting the
appropriate web site, RSGB.org.uk ,
ARRL.org or CQWW.com are all good
places to start and there are also dedicated
contest web sites on the net...the RSGB
yearbook is a very good place to get rules
for RSGB contests as well as a mine of
other information for newcomers to the
hobby in General (and don't forget
RadCom)

Tel:
Let's try contesting....
by Colin MUOFAL

(insert number) tickets @ £25.00 (price includes a £10 non- returnable
Please reserve me
deposit) for the CDXC Annual Dinner to be held at the Boxmoor Lodge, Hemel Hempstead on
Saturday, 23 March 2002.
Room Prices:
Single £50
Double and Twin £65
Please reserve the following accommodation for the evening of 23rd March 2002.

Twin Bedded Room

Double Room

Rooms to be paid for on date of departure

Cheques should be made payable to CDXC and sent with this form to MOBJL, Secretary
CDXC, 11 Charnwood Way, Langley, Southampton, Hants, 5045 1ZL.
The menu will be displayed soon on the CDXC Website and in the
next Digest
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Following Don's comments in November
Digest, I thought I would offer my thoughts
on how to start in contesting, from a
newcomer's perspective, no doubt some of
my observations will seem obvious to the
seasoned contester and omit some of the
finer points but I hope that it will encourage
those who are not sure where to start.
Computer and Logging Software

(Enter number required)
Single Room

Operating

OK... so you have read the rules and
configured your software...Lets take the
CQWW SSB/CW DX contests as an
example, Single Op All band low power,
that is a maximum of 100watts, the contest
exchange is RS/T and CQ zone, UK is Zone
14, so the report is 59(9) 14.
In a contest signals are often 59(9), but even
if they are not on the S meter it is best to
give a 599 to keep things flowing, although
if somebody has a problem with their
transmission, take the time to tell them what
is wrong so that they are aware and can cure
the problem.
So the task ahead is in the next 48 hours to
work as many zones and countries as you
can on each band. There is, of course, a
single band option where you use only one
band.
So now to put your DX'er skills to the test,
take the contesting experience as a personal
challenge, set your targets and enjoy
yourself, say 100 QSOs per band.

The first thing you need to make life easy is
a good Contest logging program for your
PC, this takes care of the more difficult
aspects of the contest and, hopefully,
produces an error free log.
As long as you configure the software
correctly it will do your scoring for you, as
well as track your multipliers and warn you
of a Dupe QSO and mark it.
At the end of the contest it will prepare your
entry and then you can E-mail it to the
appropriate address.
I use Super Duper (SD) contest logger by
47

160
80
40
20
15
10
Total
Grand total

QSO

Zone

81
502
770
1000
1001
1003
4357

7
34
11
52
20
70
28
81
27
78
26
72
119
387
6,111,468 points

the 48 hours!
In the WAEDC RTTY contest, I worked
quite a few G's (and M's!) that were
operating for the first time, and it was very
pleasing to be a "new one" for them.
Part of the reason for this upsurge of interest
surely has to be the advent of MMTTY by
JE3HHT. This software is an excellent
RTTY program for the soundcard, and best
of all — it is free! Mako, JE3HHT originally
wrote this program for his own benefit, but
it was spotted on the net by an American
with a knowledge of Japanese, and was then
mentioned on the RTTY reflector. Since
then, as many of you will know, it has
become a world leader in RTTY.
I use it in conjunction with WF1B for
contesting, and it has proved more than
capable of handling even weak stations.
Even Writelog now uses MMTTY as the
RTTY terminal unit!
I guess another factor is that many people
have tried PSK at some point, and having
discovered the joys of the datamodes, now
wish to give RTTY a try. It is now the norm
for most of us to have a reasonable PC in
the shack, complete with CD, soundcard,
and maybe even a few extra COM ports, so
the only hurdle is to connect the rig to the
PC. Fortunately, there are a number of
websites with detailed information for most
types of rig.
There are about 12 or 13 RTTY contests
each year, which equates to about one per
month. Some are less well supported, but
the majority offer great opportunities for
bagging a 'new one'. For a list of all RTTY
contests, rules and scores, check out
www.rttyjournal.com/contests/index.htm
If you are not into contesting, then RTTY is
an excellent mode for rag-chewing, and you
will find many "regulars" on this mode.
Don't worry if your typing isn't up to the
standard of a professional, as most programs
have configurable buffers in which you can
store all the usual exchanges, thus cutting
down on the amount of typing needed.
Abbreviations are also common, and very

DXCC

Equipment:
Transceiver: Yaesu FT-1000mp
Antenna: 500 feet horizontal delta-loop, 30
feet above ground
ATU: MFJ
Software: Writelog
73 Dez Watson — ZC4DW (GODEZ)
zd8dez@hotmail.com

and now something for Contest Contentions
from another of our Island
correspondents...

Don't forget the RTTY!
By Phil GUOSUP

After seeing the last issue of the Digest, I
felt compelled to write in and say "don't
forget the RTTY". Mention was made in
several places of the CQWW CW and SSB
results from 2000, but PLEASE remember
that there is also a RTTY leg!
Over the past year, RTTY has become far
more popular, and far more new calls are
being noted in the various contests. In
CQWW 2001, it was noted by the contest
organisers that about 7% of the entrants that
submitted a log were operating in a RTTY
contest for the first time.
Just in case you need some sort of proof of
the popularity of RTTY, several of the top
entrants achieve in excess of 3000 QSOs in
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POSTBAG
Dear
Neville, Many thanks for my IOTA 2000
certificate, which arrived safely this
morning, and very nice it is too. I must dash
out and get a suitable frame so it can take its
place on the shack wall, Hi.
Also the 'Digest' came today. I agree with
your comments in President's Patter' about
the poor DXpedition operators. One I heard
recently completely lost his cool and
virtually screamed at those who simply kept
on calling, even while he was transmitting. I
wonder why they do that; perhaps they can't
hear him.
Another DXpedition was sending his CW
reports and QSL details at over 60 wpm.
There cannot be many operators who can
genuinely copy at that speed, it was simply
showing off and a waste of airtime. It
caused many adverse comments on the
cluster. No Brownie points for him I think.
The other bugbear is, as you say, the
frustration caused by working by numbers.
Surely if this is necessary it would be sense
to work say five of each number at a time.
This would reduce the blood pressure of
many ops. When they go on for ages with
one number, usually a four!, I simply go
away. Perhaps that helps to reduce the
QRM.
One of my personal gripes is the operator
who rushes on to the next contact without
making sure he has ones call correct, the 'E'
in my call causes me much trouble in this
respect.
What a difference with the ZL7 expedition.
Roger and Nigel made great efforts to copy
my shaky Morse from my 'damp squib of a
station'. with their excellent efforts I may
have made it on five bands.
The expeditions by Bert, PA3GIO are also
an example of how it should be done. His
calm unruffled voice is a pleasure to listen
to, and a great bonus is that he sends QSL
cards via the bureau, I think for every

contact.
Perhaps I could add another gripe or two.
Why is it that so many operators never put
those often needed details, like ITU zones,
WAB square (if appropriate) on their QSL
card? Perhaps worst of all is the handwritten alteration that renders the card
useless for DXCC or IOTA purposes.
Surely, these days it is not too difficult to
print an alteration. After all, if one is
running a DX station, even a low key
holiday operation it is only courtesy to send
a useful card, if one is sent at all.
Of course the subject of QSL cards is
another matter all together.
Oh well, we can't all be perfect I suppose, I
certainly get it wrong all too often, but it is a
shame that the attitude these days seems to
be 'Me first, me first'.
Finally, after a long waffle. Regarding
CDXC membership, I am considering
proposing G3KQQ my brother, for
membership as a Christmas present, if he is
interested.
With best wishes for the coming festive
season.
73 de Harry (Dick) G3EKJ.

From Harry Mattacks G3EIC..1:

From Phil G3SWH: Hi Don, This is just a

short note to let you know that Jim, G3RTE
and I will be operating from Midway Island
(KH4) between 30th March and 6th April
2002.
We will be using the club station on the
island and expect to have two stations on
the air as much as possible. There will be
some SSB activity, but we will concentrate
on giving as many CW QS0s as possible,
both on the main bands and on the WARC
bands. We will concentrate on Europe when
propagation permits.
We have already been allocated a I xl call,
which will be announced closer to the date.
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gone!
Now CQ magazine is just like any other; it
has to make a profit, or at least break even,
and needs a great deal of manpower (often
voluntary, as it is a hobby magazine) to
keep it going. And it does not take a genius
to work out that with declining activity over
the past few years, subscriptions must be
dropping.
So what would happen to the contests if the
fateful day arrived when "CQ" went out of
publication? And don't tell me it could not
happen. It would have done already without
the advertising revenue. What happened to
all those paper DX Newsletters we used to
subscribe to?
So much information is now available on
the Internet, that any specialist magazine
needs a very large circulation or heavy
financial backing to survive. I am sure the
publishers of "CQ" are well aware of this. Is
it too soon to consider how these contests,
which are the backbone of amateur radio
activity, are going to be kept going? We are
on the brink of the next stage of a massive
change in media communications. Are we
ready for it?
73 Tony G4UZN

QSLs will be via G3SWH (as ever!)
Donations towards the cost of the operation
will be greatly appreciated.
On a different topic, I now have a copy of
the logs from 5R80 between May 2000 and
May 2001 and can confirm any outstanding
QS0s if required. Also, as a result of my
various QSLing activities, have a number of
surplus, properly stamped but second hand
IRCs for sale at 55 pence each. I also have
some US $1 bills available at 70 pence each.
All plus a sturdy SASE.
Should you need some, please make your
cheque payable to P A Whitchurch and mail
it to my home address: 21 Dickensons
Grove, Congresbury, Bristol BS49 5HQ.
73 Phil Whitchurch G3SWH
From Tony G4UZN: Two enjoyable things

happened this weekend. One was the
CQWW CW Contest; the other - I bought a
new rig. And this set me thinking.
CQ Magazine has now requested that all
contest entries be submitted by e-mail.
The reason, related directly to possible
terrorist activity through the postal services,
cannot be criticised, but it does occur to me
that that their request could have been made
in any event.
As a sideline to this, international
subscribers to QST now have the option of
receiving their magazines on disc rather
than in paper format.
And the new rig? I bought it from the
Members Ads in Radcom (RSGB equivalent
of QST, for the uninitiated). No, I didn't
need the magazine. The advertisements are
on the RSGB Website. I downloaded the
specifications from the ICOM site, and read
the reviews of the rig on some other site.

From Tom GOPSE: Dear Shaun, There are

occasions when a DXpedition organiser
finds he is short of manpower for a planned
DXped. Who can he turn to?
I have seen the situation from both sides - I
have responded to a request (advert) to join
a DXped and, as an organiser, gone looking
for someone to fill in a suddenly available
place. DXpeditioning is not a way of life
that all members of one's local radio club
are interested in.
I would like to suggest that CDXC create a
data-base of members who are prepared to
volunteer to join a DXped at fairly short
notice. The database could list the degree of
experience (previous DXPeds) and skills
(CW - or SSB only), E-mail address etc.
This database could be accessed via the

So what am I getting at?
For many years, a friend of mine used to get
up in the morning, stretch himself, and look
through the window at the mountain across
the fields. Then one day, the mountain was
12
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The final few hours were really a blur spent
alternating between 40m/80m and again I
got the impression I was being heard well
on 80m. I managed to achieve one hour on
80m when I worked 100 stations, so I was
definitely radiating into Europe, Russia
providing the bulk of the callers towards the
end.
The log stands at 4,357 QSOs and 6.1
million points, exceeding EY8MM 4.2
million Asian record. I would not be
surprised if Nodir or indeed another Asian
have put in a bigger score, but I have to be
pleased with my efforts as I only set out to
give the antenna a good workout and any
records never featured in my plan. From the
start I wanted to try some of the more
difficult openings like west coast USA on
the low bands long path for instance, I like
to have a bit of fun when contesting, and not
necessarily winning. It was more a bit of fun
that a serious crack at anything, and I sure
had fun contacting the likes of 3V, 3W, 4U,
5X, 6Y, 8P, 9M, A4, A6, AH2, BA, BD, GJ,
J3, JT, JW, KHO, MU, MZ, P4, PTO, SU,
TF, XT, XU, YB, ZD8. Highlights were
achieving a personal best run rare, and
undoubtedly working K6SSS on 80m long

no-more after about 30 hours. That only left
the Asian and World record to go for, but
realistically the World was well out of
reach, V2 or P4 is geographically in a much
better spot; I work too many single point
JA's to be honest, and the lack of a beam to
reach the rarer double mults meant
EY8MM's Asian record set last year had to
be my target, however I was way down on
Nodir's mult total. For the remaining 12
hours of the contest I opted to run and not
look over my shoulder!
At my final sunset at 4:30pm local, whilst
on 20m, the W6/W7's started to come
through from Zone 3. I thought to myself,
when the next big West Coast signal calls,
I'll ask him to QSY to 40m to try the long
path and a rare Zone 3 mult on 40m. N6AW
called with a huge signal on 20m, and a
couple of minutes later he was in the log on
40m — brilliant I thought. But it got better;
Fred, K6SSS followed the QSY and also
worked me on 40m long path, he
outrageously suggested we try 80m, and by
a stroke of good fortune he picked 3.511
MHz which was both clear of JA/W6 his
side, and free from any UA/UR signals my
end. I couldn't believe it when at 1431z
bang on my sunset, I heard the letters SSS
coming through on 80m. It was all the more
rewarding because for the past fortnight, I
have been trying to work several west coast
USA stations, including Fred, K6SSS on the
long-path on 80m. This was a 1 st for me
which I'm delighted at. California is tough
on from ZC4 especially on the low bands. I
still had to pinch myself afterwards because
I surely can't have much low angle
properties coming from the low down
horizontal loop.
Towards the final quarter of the contest, the
boys at XT2DX finally called me on 40m
and asked me to QSY to 3.535 MHz. I duly
obliged and clearly heard them calling me,
however the Voodoo contest guys just
couldn't pull me through the European
callers who would not QRX to enable us to
complete the QSO. Sony guys, I did hear
you well on 80m!

path, and JA LTRK on 160m, both all time
new ones.
Lately, I have been getting migraines in CW
contests, and have been tending to favour
RTTY as contest mode, it seems there is
less concentration required (for me at least)
on RTTY. However I'm glad to say I never
suffered any kind of headaches during the
entire 48 hours of the CW leg this year. I
did notice after 24 hours my right shoulder
blade developed a burning sensation which
stayed with me for the whole of the 2" day..
I put that down to having the same posture
for long periods of time. It certainly didn't
hamper me operating the keyboard. In fact
as I write this, two days after the contest is
over, my shoulder still aches and maybe a
visit to Cindy's massage parlour in
Famagusta is required HI.
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got the impression I was being heard quite
well on 40m/80m at least. I probably should
have stayed longer on 20m working the
European 3 pointers, but I couldn't resist
dropping frequency, and rate, to the lower
bands to have some nice JA runs, despite
the fact that they only score 1 point from
here. The JA's were strong, and as always, a
pleasure to work. Whilst on 40m, I
announced I would QSY to 1.818 MHz, and
by pure luck somebody spotted me on topband. (I always check the cluster after the
contest). 160m was largely free of QRN and
I worked a few dozen Europeans, and then
completely out of the blue came JA1JRK at
2121z — his sunrise. This was my first ever
JA on topband and I'm very thankful to Rio
for calling in and giving me a much wanted
all time new one.
After not quite a full day, (23 hours), I had
amassed 2,475 QSOs - a very rewarding
days work at the office and I decided to quit
for some sleep, setting the alarm for 6am —
30 minutes before sunrise. 5 hours sleep in
the middle of the contest seems to help me
get through the 2nd day. I don't know how
some of the single ops can work the entire
48 hours, all credit to those guys. 43 has
always been about my limit.
Day 2 was pretty much a carbon copy of the
day. I spent it almost entirely running
with endless averages of 100+/hr. Again, on
the few occasions I took a break and looked
around the bands I couldn't crack most of
the bigger pileups, so I would go back to
calling CQ usually high up the band and
establish a nice rate to keep the score
ticking over. I hoped some of the mult-multi
stations would actually find me, and this
proved to be largely correct on day 2.
It's always nice to have something to aim at,
even if you're not setting about breaking
any records. I was aware the ZC4 all band
low power record was 1.6 million and had
stood for 10 years. ZC4CZ (G4MVA) set it
in 1991 but that was history after 20 hours
I'm afraid — sorry Glynn. The Zone 20
record of 3.6 million had been held by
TA4ZM (DK5WL) since 1995, but it was

skywire'. I was delighted to work about a
dozen stations on 160m during this storm, it
was nice to know I was radiating a some
sort of signal on top-band despite not being
able to hear the callers through the high
QRN. By 6am I had 406 QSOs to show for
4 hours of operating. It was soon sunrise, so
a move up to 20m for an hour brought in the
l g real batch of long haul stuff.
I quickly moved onto 10m when were into
full daylight, and it was around 10am local
that I achieved my best rates in the entire
contest. I use a little DOS program which
calculates best minute rate, 10-minute rate,
and hourly rate. At 0835z I worked 5
stations in that minute, (300/hr). Between
0855z-0954z I had 34 stations in 10
minutes, (204/hr), and from 0808z-0907z I
worked precisely 180/hr, all rather
satisfying.
Needless to say, the pile-ups were big, and
it was counter-productive when they got
really deep; the rate dips a little at these
times. The ideal scenario is a constant
stream of maybe 1 or 2 callers — that's when
you can work 5/minute, or a completed
QSO every 12 seconds if you put it another
way.
I've got to admit I still haven't found the
secret of knowing when to stop running and
set about searching & pouncing. It's a tough
one to call when you're on a fantastic run.
As I wasn't seriously entering to win I
thought it best to enjoy the pileups and try
to make give out the ZC4 mult to as many
people as possible. Consequently I didn't do
much S & P, but whenever I did have a tune
around the bands and stumbled across
another big pileup I found I couldn't crack
them with 100w to the wire. I heard XT2,
V26 and ZD8 on 10m but there was no way
I could get through the European and North
American wall, maybe the following day I
would stand a chance. Andy, as XU7AAV
was one of the few DX stations who kindly
called me on day 1, but the log was rather
light on the rare stuff.
The first evening visits to 40m, 80m and
160m proved very fruitful, and I somehow
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some team out there somewhere may have
vacancies. I don't really mind where or
when somewhere challenging will get my
interest. I don't mind getting very
wet/cold/hot/tired to do something
worthwhile.
I am familiar with working in the third
world, comfortable and confident with pileups and can bring a potentially useful mix of
skills to the party.
Name: Denis Jackson
DOB 25/11/61 Yes, damn near 40 :-(
Occupation: Head of Marketing, Direct
Sales. Mitel Networks Ltd.
First licensed GW8OQV 1978 (also
VP8AQG in 1982)
Upgraded MWOCBC Oct 1998
DXCC Totals Worked 307 Confirmed 302
Contacts 01291 689240 (Home) 01291
436434 (work) email
radio@modesgate.com
Home Station
FT1000MP, 8877 amplifier, C3S + 40m
element at 80 feet plus various dipoles,
slopers, verticals and Beverages on HF. On
VHF I have various homebrew and
commercial transverters feeding GS35b
amps for 6m (6 ele at 90 feet) 2m (4 x 10 de
at 40 feet) and 70cms. (4 x 9 wavelength at
30 feet)
Because of planning difficulties here, all of
my antennas are on mobile towers Versatowers and Clark pneumatic masts.
Radio interests.
SSB and data modes - I'm NOT a very good
CW operator. Mainly DXing and Contests
on HF and VHF. I also enjoy QRP
backpacking (see "other interests" below)
I'm currently upgrading my station for
70cms e.m.e.
I am an enthusiastic collector, restorer and
user of military radio equipment and have
examples of many sets dating back to 1918.

CDXC web-page by members and if a
DXped organiser finds he is suddenly in
need of another operator, he could consult
the list and then E-mail whoever he thinks is
suitable, providing details of venue, date,
costing etc.
I believe this is in the spirit of the Club's
aim to promote HF operating and encourage
the support of DXpeditions.
Could you please present this suggestion to
the Committee for consideration?
Yours sincerely, Tom GOPSE
(What do members think? The Committee
would welcome your input. On the one hand
it sounds a great idea. On the other, those of
us who have been involved in organising
expeditions have found that, to avoid
possible conflicts of personality, it is best to
"invite" selected participants rather than
simply throw participation open to all
comers. But see also the following letter,
which may be exactly the sort of info. which
could be collected, as Tom suggests. Your
views please, to any member of the
Committee — ed.)

Hello Don, I'm
writing to you as a result of a conversation I
had with Neville at the HF convention.
I mentioned to Neville over lunch that I was
looking for a DXpeditioning opportunity for
2002/2003. He suggested you might be able
to publish my request - and a short "bio" in
the CDXC journal. Equally I guess you may
personally know of something that would
interest me. Anyhow, here's a few words
about me and what I'm looking for.
Attention from the editor's red pen will not
upset me!

From Denis MWOCBC:

Regards, Denis MWOCBC/GW8OQV
Summary
Having sat listening through three years of
DXpedition reports at the HF convention
I've decided that the time has come when I'd
like to do some DXpeditioning myself so
I'm offering up my "CV" in the hope that

Other Skills/Interests.
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and saw details of the AM International DX
Contest. So I decided to have a go, with my
new FT920AF and Hy-gain DX groundmounted 8-band vertical.
The thing that I found a delight with this
contest was the politeness of the Italian
operators, and the activity on all bands.
Though full of a cold and sore throat, which
got to me in the latter part of the 24 hours, I
thoroughly enjoyed it, plus the fact that
EI5DI's Super Duper logger helps
fantastically with tracking the multipliers.
When I received my certificate of merit
today I was quite chuffed. But also surprised
to see no logs submitted from GI or GW,
and only a few logs from GM and G. Along
with my certificate came a small booklet
with all the results in many formats. From
the Italian to Foreign participants and how
they had done. Also a DX Soapbox at the
end with different comments by those who
had sent in logs. I was also chuffed to get
41st place out of 124 in world, under the
Single Op SSB portion. I was beaten by
G4POF at 24th in this section. Only three
Gs took part in this section which again
surprised me.
So even if like me you are only doing
contesting on SSB, this is one contest
(ensuring you use a logging program like
EI5DI's) that I would encourage members
to seriously consider having a shot at in
2002.
It's also a good contest for SWLs to get
their teeth into, and get recognised by the
AM.
For further info on ARI visit
www.kkn.netl—i2uiy/
This site is updated as and when results and
new contests are announced.
73 Kit GM4EMX (RSGB, GMDX, CDXC)

I am an experienced climber and caver with
significant ropework skills although I must
confess to little activity these days. I mainly
keep fit by hillwalking and mountain biking.
I am a qualified SCUBA instructor (BSAC
OWI 069) and also hold other advanced
diving qualifications including mixed
gasses. Other SCUBA related certificates
include first aid, search and recovery and
rescue skills. I hold a Royal Yachting
Association Level 2 Power Boat certificate
for both planing and displacement craft and
in addition have also passed the RYA
Yachtmaster theory exam.
I also dabble a little with off-road
motorsport and compete with the Mid-West
Off Roaders Club in organised Trials events
in a V8 powered hybrid Land-Rover (Cut
down 110" Chassis, Space frame body, LR
90 running gear) so I have a lot of
experience with off road driving and LandRover mechanics.
When I'm not playing radio or enjoying the
great outdoors, my other passion is engines.
I collect and restore old engines and
agricultural equipment. We live on a
smallholding and our tractor is a 1948
Fergusson TEA 20. I have restored engines
dating back to as early as 1916. There aren't
many engines I've not been able to bring
back to life. My interest in engines led me to
learn to weld and I'm currently teaching
myself some basic Lathe and Milling work.
Occasionally I find time to go to work
where I lead a team of people who are
responsible for all aspect of marketing in a
technical business unit which sells about
£100m of voice and data communications
equipment annually. My job includes
activities such as new product definition and
development, PR, advertising and working
with the media. I am told by others that I
have very effective presentation skills.

From Gwyn G4FKH:

From Kit, GM4EMX: Dear Don. Whilst

Another one Man's CW DXpedition to
3B8

new-ish to contesting, I have done a little
RSARS Contesting and the IOTA in 1999. I
was surfing the Internet at the start of 2001

As mentioned in the November 2001 edition
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fed with 300-ohm ladder line into my
balanced ATU. The loop has three sides
each about 180 feet in length, giving me
somewhere in the region of 500+ feet of
total wire, albeit quite low in the air. The
three corners of the triangle are supported
by conveniently placed palm trees at a
height of 30 feet, well inside the 45 feet
ZC4 antenna limit.
True to style, I put the loop up with a little
help from Steve, ZC4BS (G4ICIV) one day

handling it with speed and courtesy is
extremely satisfying. Our station was
modest, but somehow it felt more like
AMATEUR radio than some of the slick
multi-personnel super-station efforts that
seem to be essential to win these days.
Thanks, super article Laurie, and now a
report from sunnier climes, on a quite
cracking score... over to you Dez

before the contest; I had no idea how it
would perform, but there is no better way
than to test out your new antenna than
CQWW of course.

CQWW DX CW 2001 —
By Dez Watson ZC4DW (GODEZ).

When the results of last years 2000 CQWW
DX CW contest were announced, it was a
pleasant surprise to see ZC4DW at the top
of the 14 MHz low power category.
Immediately after the contest I was hoping
for a top 5 place, and was amazed that RJ9J
(RA9JR) who was claiming the #1 score
was relegated a few places when the official
results finally appeared. Those log checkers
certainly do a great job, and I certainly
appreciate the many long hours they must
put in.
For 2001 I decided not to try and repeat the
previous years 14 MHz low power success,
but instead try an all band effort. Like all
recent contests, I often build and put up an
antenna a few days before the contest — not
a good policy, but it works for me. Last year
it was a simple 14 MHz single element quad
loop in the vertical plane and in the classic
diamond configuration, not rotatable
however.
Obviously for an all band attempt I required
an all band antenna. We don't have beams
out here on the Eastern Sovereign Base,
ZC4, but what we do have is a fair amount
of 'real estate' to play with, albeit hampered
by palm trees and metal buildings, one of
which is the shack. There is also a 45 feet
height limit to all amateur antennas in ZC4,
so this also makes for a compromise,
especially when you need to work the low
bands.
So for this year, I opted for a horizontal loop

I figured I might have useful gain on the
high bands from the sheer amount of wire,
but realistically I didn't expect to work
much in the way of DX on 40/80/160 with
the antenna being so close to the ground in
terms of wavelength. I just wanted to put
out a signal of some kind on 80/160 (my
problem bands), even though I must have
had a high angle take-off on the two lower
bands. After all, I was only looking to work
a few surrounding countries on 160m; just
to get a few extra multipliers was all I really
needed on top-band 100 watts.
For the last few months I've been using the
W6Elprop software which is freely
available on the Internet. Before any contest
now, I draw up charts of bands/times and
various openings to key areas of the world. I
usually stick to what my honnebrew
propagation charts say especially on the r
day of a 48 hour contest, and then 'play it
by ear' for the 2nd day.
So onto the contest itself, and in ZC4 it all
kicks off at 2am local, a terrible time really,
and I never seem to get much sleep before
the big contests. Must be pre-contest
excitement! I began on 40m and things were
looking promising; the rate for the first few
hours was a steady 100/hour but there was
nothing in the way of DX. I check down on
80m, but the static was horrendous as a
thunderstorm swept through my QT -H. The
near gale force winds were seriously
threatening to bring down the 'loop
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NOTHING more frustrating), and had to
close an hour before the end because we had
to get the antennas down in daylight; the
Americans were leaving early the following
moming. With high power and a bit more
oomph on the low bands I reckon we could
have squeezed another thousand contacts.
Conditions, especially on ten metres, were
marvellous, especially on the Sunday when
I know many were affected by an aurora. It
seemed to improve things for us, and we
had conditions into Europe from our dawn,
about 1200G, through to 2200G.
I make the observation often made from far
parts — where are the G's? We worked lots,
of course, but nothing remotely approaching
the extraordinary numbers of Germans,
Italians Spanish, and especially Polish.
I was amazed at the number of SP's we
worked, and also at the strength of the
central Europeans, especially the OK's, and
the way the Slovenians seem to have private
propagation; our last G on ten on the
Sunday was Nigel, working as GOAAA
from his good location in Devon at 1930G;
yet we were still working the odd S5 after
2200G. The GM's and EI's had remarkably
good signals, but in general the G's and M's
were the exception rather than the rule. I
guess we just have to accept that the Brits,
generally, don't like contests.
The others left very early on the Monday,
while I stayed on for a couple of days as a
tourist. I hired a car and drove round most
of the navigable roads in the south of the
country, a land of green hills and cattle
ranches, watched over by spectacular
volcanoes. On my last day I joined up with a
Dutch tour group and did some of the local
sights. There were a surprising number of
tourists in the country, mostly from northern
Europe. On the Wednesday it was an early
flight from Managua to Houston, a fourhour stopover there, then the overnight to
Gatwick, and Thameslink home to Hendon
— a downbeat way to end an exotic trip.
It was fantastic fun. Everything everyone
says about being at the sharp end of a pileup, from a rare location, is true, and

Sunday morning. It was tough going.
The little beam, however, was a different
proposition, and gave an excellent account
of itself. It was terrific on ten metres, even
though we were often operating far from its
rather tight resonant point. Ten was fantastic
throughout, and the activity levels were
extraordinary. We did not have a
rockcrushing signal and had no chance of
commanding a frequency in the middle of
the band. So we hovered low and high,
sometimes below 28300, sometimes above
28900. People found us, the rare callsign
helping, especially when we were spotted
on the cluster. It also did suprisingly well on
20 metres, where we ran long strings of US
and Canada, with plenty of Europeans too.
We worked five hour shifts, which meant
we shared fairly equitably the productive
periods and the graveyard night shifts,
which were pretty tough going. My first
hour, from 0400-0500 local on the Saturday,
produced six difficult contacts on 40 metres.
I prayed for dawn, and as soon as it got light
we started making some progress on 20,
then moving to ten as soon as it opened. By
lunchtime in Europe, 0630 local time, we
were harvesting Europeans on ten and
stayed there for a long time. We ended up
with 1500 contacts on ten metres, getting
on for half with Europe.
One of the problems of working with low
power was not attracting callers — there was
rarely a shortage while the HF bands were
open — but managing the pile. Our signal
was not big, which meant we could not be
heard above our own pile-up. It was often a
question of simply repeating the callsign
over and over until the pile subsided and
they could hear who we were trying to
work. It slowed the rates down a bit though
we still did quite well; our best hour was
162 contacts, with several others about 140
(the worst were in single figures), not bad
for low power and a modest antenna.
We ended up with 2930 contacts, better than
one a minute for the whole 48 hours. We
lost an hour on Sunday when the band was
really hot because of power cuts (there is
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From Dave, G3WGN: Don, trust all is well

of CDXC Digest, I was signing
3B8/G4FKH from 4 until 29 Dec 2001.
There was a little trouble obtaining a licence
because of a change in government and their
need to reassess visiting Amateur's status.
However, one was obtained and the
operation took place.
This time I carried everything with me
which gave more flexibility but had one
very distinct disadvantage. During my last
operation I used a vertical which worked
very well. This time I planned on using a
multi-band dipole with ATU. I tested these
out prior to my departure and had good
results on 21/18/14MHz but the ATU would
not load the dipole on the higher bands. I
decided to accept the limitation because
there was no time to modify the ATU.
My problems really started when I tried
tuning up. I found that I could not load the
dipole on any band. After some hours
playing around I reverted to a long wire
arrangement. This was the antenna that I
used for the remainder of the operation, but
only on 21/18/14MHz.
Because of antenna/ATU limitations I did
not work as many stations as I would have
liked and I'm sure that a lot more stations
called me than I could hear.
During my operating periods and when
contacts were few and far between I listened
to the NCDXF Beacon Chain and that made
me realise how much I was missing 28MHz!
Whilst I have not yet modified the ATU, it
will be done in the next couple of weeks so
that my trip to VE5/6/7 in July will be more
successful. There is a chance of another 3B8
trip in January 2003 but that is still
uncertain.
I did enjoy the pile-ups that occurred and
can confirm that at these times my QSO rate
was 4/minute. Not bad when I had to
continually ask for repeats.
See you all on the next one.
Gwyn - G4FICH

with you and yours. I've just completed a
whirlwind year - emigrating to California,
new job, buying a home in Silicon Valley
(ouch! Sticker shock rules!) and attempting
to fit some contesting in between times.
Thought it was time for a brief update to the
CDXC membership.
An early priority, having found an
apartment and got some of the basics of life
here sorted, was to get a licence! A couple
of weekends of swotting with the manuals
and a marathon sitting one Saturday of all
three exams (Novice, General and Extra)
plus a (paltry 5wpm) CW test put an Extra
Class pass slip in my hands in January.
AD6TY was quickly exchanged on the
vanity program for something a little
snappier - WJ6O, of which more later.
Ham radio here, as anyone who has listened
on the bands from the 'Left Coast' will tell
you, is very different. Most of the HF bands,
most of the time have NO activity - and in
the case of the low bands, no miscellaneous
noises, carriers, RTTY, broadcast intruders
either. It's eerie to tune 80 or 160 and here
nothing until a signal pops up - more
reminiscent of 10 during low sunspot
numbers than the cacophony we get in
Europe. As a low band addict, it's also
daunting to realise that being so far from
everywhere DX-wise, means that a
minimum DX antenna for 80 is a 4-square,
and if you really want to work Europe, a 3ele Yagi at 150 feet plus is essential. I've
guest op'd from some pretty big stations
here and so far worked one European on 80!
Even the big boys only manage a few 100
Qs on 80 in CQWW - a far cry from the
1000Qs/100 countries/20-odd zones that
was typical of the single band entries I made
with the modest set-up at G3WGN.
My new home is in the hills above Silicon
Valley, at about 450 feet. A perfect take off
across San Francisco bay to Europe, but
very limited antenna possibilities, so I've
focused my few radio weekends on guest
op'ing in major contests. Had a lot of fun at
W6YX, K6RO, K6IDX and W6RN mostly
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under my own call and covering ARRL DX,
WPX, CQWW and Sweepstakes - managed
a clean sweep and 1200+ QSOs in the CW
and SSB legs. These are great domestic
contests and the club competition really
fierce. Hopefully the coveted winner's
trophy will be back with my local club,
Northern California Contest Club. Also had
a fantastic weekend signing WIAW/6 in
IARU from K6IDX - nice to be on the
receiving end of pileups again.

with people calling out of turn, whilst the
DX was transmitting and so on. Nothing
unusual about that then, I hear you say.

So listen out for WJ6O on the bands - and I
mean listen: I've discovered the call has
great rhythm on CW - but a major
drawback. Many people hear it as WIBO - I
know my CW isn't great, but when the
computer does the sending, it shouldn't be
too hard to copy it right! I'd wanted a W6+2
call, but they're like hen's teeth, so I'll
persevere with WJ6O - if I get to use it
enough, familiarity should reduce the
broken Qs!

But it set me thinking. None of us can surely
like the anarchy that is every day DXing on
our bands these days. One of Fred's points
was that everyone else calls out of turn, so
why shouldn't he. I thought back. Yes, far
too often I hear CDXC members amongst
those deliberately calling out of turn, during
other people's QSOs and, yes, even whilst
the DX is transmitting! Many have older
G3/G4 callsigns and ought to know better,

As it happens, one of the people calling out
of turn was a relatively newly licensed UK
station and it turns out that he is a member
of CDXC. I shall call him Fred. He was on
PacketCluster, so we had a few rather terse
words via talkies, followed by a much more
civilised conversation on 80 SSB which, I
think, set the matter amicably to rest.

It seems to me that as members of CDXC,
we should all set an example. And it is
particularly down to us older members to set
that example for more recent licensees to
emulate.

That's all for now, but happy to provide
more on contesting/DXing from here if
there's interest. Meantime, happy New Year
to all CDXC members - and if any of you
are out this way, get in touch and we can
share a beer and chin-wag. You can reach
me at daslin@bayarea.net or daytimes at
(650) 470 3218.

So how about it guys? If you are one of the
people who calls when he knows that he
should not, don't you think you stop doing
it? If you continue, you are giving yourself,
CDXC and DXing as a whole a bad image.
Moreover, you should not be too surprised if
the anarchy gets worse, since you are part of
it!

73 Dave G3WGN WJ6O

From John G3 WGV: Today I was chasing a
bit of DX on 80m CW. The DX was not
working split and there was the usual chaos

73, John

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. — ed.)
This result is "European Year QSO Record"
(single operator/one year/one callsign) and
is among the 3 best results ever in the World
(VP6BR in 2000 made 56,059 QSOs and
KV4AA (SK) in 1978 made 48,100 QSOs).

Z35M information
In year 2001 (Jan.lst-Dec 31st) I made
43,300 QSOs from my home station and
under my personal call Z35M.
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near the rivets seemed to be the best policy,
and even I — not the lightest weight
contester ever — managed several trips
without ending in someone's bedroom. All
this was against the background of noisy
political rallies in the ancient square just
below us, or sometimes choral signing
drifting across from the cathedral over the
road. It was a bizarre backdrop to an

on the Friday evening.
The Americans had brought down with
them two antennas — a 3 element minibeam
made in Canada, on a twelve foot boom
with the elements resonated by loading
spikes. In addition there was a B&W
multiband dipole, a wideband thing with a
mysterious central loading arrangement
which aroused my immediate suspicion. We
had an IC746, and IC706, and a solid state
wideband amplifier, which I also viewed
with some concern, justified as it turned out.

antenna party.
Then disaster, of sorts. I was on the roof
fiddling with the lowband antenna- Eddie
and Frosty were in the radio room setting up
the gear. I went down to see how they were
getting on. Frosty said quietly: "I've blown
the amplifier".

We headed for the hotel roof, which was
easily accessible but dangerous. Everywhere
there was building debris, bits of wood with
nails bashed through, lethal pieces of
corrugated roofing metal, washing lines and
old electrical cable. A British Health and
Safety inspector would have had a canary. It
was also extremely hot — about 31C in the
shade — there was no shade — and very
humid.

I thought he was kidding and raised
something else. Three minutes later he said
the same thing. I'm still unclear exactly
what happened, but he ran the amplifier on
the wrong band into the wrong antenna, and
since it had no PA protection it blew. This
suddenly seemed a long way to go to run
100 watts.

The year before Eddie and Frosty had fixed
various bits of pole as antenna supports and
these remained in place. The beam went
together quite quickly. It looked a little
fragile, but it was only going to be up there
for a few days. The actual installation,
which involved climbing onto a water tank
with no guard rails, was, in my view,
hazardous in the extreme but K5LBU seems
to have no fear of heights. Despite being ten
years older than Eddie and me, and having
had a triple bypass the previous year, he
fixed the unwieldy beam and rotator to the
top of the pole. The antenna is narrow
bandwidth but hit the resonant spots
immediately, with only a little adjustment
needed to get it where we wanted it on
fifteen metres. It didn't look all that
impressive, but was up about 55 feet and
had a good takeoff over Lake Nicaragua in
the direction of Europe, and a few early
contacts on ten metres indicated that it
would perform.

It was far too late to get anything brought in
from the US, and although there were a
couple of beams on roofs nearby, we didn't
know any other amateurs in the area to try
to cadge something from. We spoke to
Carlos, TI2CF, next door in Costa Rica, on
40 metres. He was 40 over nine, we were
about S4. He suggested we contact YN2JS
who might have an amplifier, but YN2JS,
when telephoned, said his had gone wrong
and was being repaired. YN2JS was also
heavily involved in the election campaign
and so wasn't too concerned about the
contest. 100 watts it would be.
It was also evident that the B&W doublet
was not doing much. I hate antennas with
loading coils and traps, but to be fair it
wasn't well located. We couldn't get it very
high above the metal roof, and although the
SWR looked OK on 40 and 80, it just didn't
feel like it was getting out. The low power
wasn't going to help. And so it proved. We
made only a handful of contacts on 80, and
only a few dozen on 40, although I had
some success calling Europeans early on the

We then ran the doublet across the hotel,
which involved much picking our way
across creaking corrugated roofing. Stay
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year it may contract again to YN2E.
I have always loved contest operating but
from the confines of a suburban home in
London it isn't easy. TVI used to be a
problem, less so now, but transmitting at
full power for long periods has the same
effect as running a powerhose on a slightly
leaky roof. Keep on for long enough and
something will come through. But even
without RFI, the sound of my voice blasting
through the house for 48 hours is enough to
drive the most docile wife crazy.
Over the years I've done contests from other
locations, including several from Israel. In
the 1990's I greatly enjoyed the successful
CDXC operations from Jersey and
Guernsey; it is a matter of considerable
regret that those activities should have
ended and become subsumed into other
multi-multi operations in England. I'm a
good SSB contest operator, and so the
chance of working from a rarish country
was extremely tempting. Another attraction
was that the guys in Texas were doing most
of the planning and bringing all the
equipment. I had to do little more than get
myself to Nicaragua. The air ticket was
bought in ten minutes on the internet. The
hotel was fixed in a couple of e-mails. I've
never done any trip that required less
preparation.
My ticket came in the post on September
10th. Next day, of course, were the terrorist
outrages in New York and Washington.
Over the next six weeks I kept an anxious
eye on the Continental Airlines website as
they cut staff and lost some routes, but
fortunately Gatwick-Houston and HoustonManagua remained operational.
So it was that early on the morning of
Thursday, October 25th, we ate breakfast on
the terrace of the Alhambra, watching the
city of Granada ease itself into the day.
Granada is Central America out of Central
Casting: red-tiled, white walled houses;
huge colonial churches; men on donkeys;
children with exotic native-American looks.
We had the day and part of Friday to set up,
with the contest beginning at 6pm local time

contest, but why in Central America? I have
an old friend, Eddie Gerber, W5GCX, who
I've been speaking to on and off since we
were teenagers. We're both now closer to
drawing our pensions. Eddie has a
Nicaraguan wife, and so has strong family
links in the country.
Nicaragua has had the most turbulent three
decades. The country is subject to natural
disaster of every kind — Managua was
devastated by an earthquake in 1972; the
north was clobbered by Hurricane Mitch in
1998; the country is full of volcanoes, and
dormant they are not. But the natural
hazards pale against the man-made
difficulties. The country was a classic
banana republic, ruled by a dictator,
Somoza. He was deposed by a socialist
revolution which brought the Sandinistas to
power in the 1970's, under Daniel Ortega.
That infuriated the United States, who saw a
second Castro in their southern backyard.
The Reagan administration ran a secret war,
supporting the right-wing Contra guerillas, a
nine year conflict that left thousands dead.
Eventually the Sandinistas lost in
democratic elections and a relatively
benign, US backed government took over.
Democracy has survived — a new President,
Enrique Bollanos, has just won an election
against a now somewhat less leftwing
Ortega.
W5GCX started going back to Nicaragua to
see his wife's family a few years ago, taking
a small transceiver and wire antennas with
him. He found himself popular on the air, at
first using the call YN2EJG; YN remains a
relatively rare country, and YN2's are
almost never heard. Last year he took a
friend from Houston, Frosty, K5LBU with
him. The two set up in the Alhambra Hotel
in the old colonial city of Granada and made
a very respectable 2800 contacts. They
asked me to go last year but I couldn't make
it. This year I had more notice, booked a
reasonably priced fare through E-bookers on
the intemet, and thus found myself at the
end of October 2001 drinking beer in the
sticky heat of a Central American evening.
Our call had been shortened to YN2EJ. Next
40

From the total of 43,300 QSOs, 12,542
QSOs or 28.9% were with DX stations
(outside Europe). From 365 days I was
QRV 350 and spent a minimum of 1000
hours on the air. The daily rate is 118.6
QSOs.
The second 6 months (July-December) total
of 25,080 Q's were made at 136.3 per day
which is better than the half-year score of
KV4AA's total. The last 3 months total of
17,200 is a rate of 186.9 per day. Last 10
days' total is 2740 Q's or 274 per day.
Most of QSOs are on 4 Bands
(28/21/14/7MHz). Less than 1000 Qs were
made on 3.5MHz and very few on WARC
bands.
RIG used: IC-745+FT-101E; PWR 100400W; 2eI.Quad(14/21/28Mc) @l0m;
3el.tri-bander @14m on the roof, Multiband
vertical @2m for 7/3.5MHz and Dipole
@10m for 3.5MHzc. 90% of QSOs are
logged on paper. No DX Cluster available.
This operation was not a DXpedition. My
age is 35, with a family and full time job.
Thanks to my wife and daughter for their
tolerance.
My all time QSO total is 153,800 Qs since
August 1987 (only under my personal calls
YU5KV, 4N5KV, Z32KV, Z350KV and
Z35M).
73 de Vlado, Z35M (www.qs1/net/z35m)

San Felix

XROX will be the San Felix callsign in
March for 13 operators. At present they
include: NP4IW, K5AB, I8NHJ, N7CQQ,
DJ9ZB, CEOYWS, N6MZ, KO4RR,
KK6EK, W6KK, HB9AHL, K5AND and
N6TQS. San Felix is 900km north-west of
Valparaiso, Chile. It is a barren, rocky
island that is 3km across. Access is
restricted due to the presence of a military
garrison. The gear is being transported in a
20-foot container via Chilean Navy ship and
offloaded onto the island by a navy
helicopter. The ship goes on to Easter
Island and returns two weeks later to pick
up the operators and gear. Little is known of
the natural history of the island or of its
possible prehistoric importance.
The major goal of this expedition is provide
radio contact with this remote and seldomactivated island. Secondary goals include
documenting indigenous species and
searching for evidence of ancient
occupation. The expedition is being
organised and led by Carlos G-Nascimento,
NP4IW/CE3AQI, who was a principal
organiser of the 1995 Easter Island/Salas y
Gomez (XROX/Y) and the 1997 Heard
Island (VKOIR) expeditions. The project is
being carried out in conjunction with
Cordell Expeditions (Robert Schmieder,
KK6EK), a non-profit organisation that has
carried out expeditions to remote sites for
more than 20 years. All permits, including
landing, radio operation, and specimen
collections have been obtained. The URL is
www.cordell.org/SFX/.

North Korea
(From Daily DX) YU1AB, Toma, tells us
that YT1AD, Hrane and YU7AV, Voja, got
home from North Korea December 26th.
They were unable to get permission to
operate this time but they say they have a
license to operate from North Korea with
two additional operators starting March 5,
2002. Hrane and Voja will be asked to train
at least 20 new North Korean ham
operators. They promise more details will
follow.

Baker Island

Hrane, YT1AD, will lead a team here. They
plan to set sail from Fiji on April 25th. The
trip is expected to take 6 days. The group
will stay for 10 days and plan to be on all
bands. After the DXpedition the team will
head back to Fiji and then on to the Dayton
Hamvention. The DXpedition is expected to
cost $50,000 and donations are being
sought.
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Wayne Mills, N7NG. Ducie Island, about

2.5 square miles, is surrounded by water
3000 meters (9800+ feet) deep and visited
only rarely. Due to ecological concerns,
only one group may be on the island at a
given time. The CQ zone for Ducie is 32;
the ITU zone is 63.

Pitcairn & Dacia
Text of Press Release: Voting has been
completed on a proposal to admit the
Pitcairn Island Amateur Radio Association
(PIARA) as a member of the International
Amateur Radio Union (IARU). PIARA has
been notified of its admission effective 15
November 2001. PIARA is an independent
non-profit organisation to promote and
develop amateur radio friendship, technical
knowledge, and communication technology,
providing public service and furthering the
public interest, plus fostering international
goodwill. It has 10 members, representing
the entire population of resident amateur
operators. PIARA reports that there are 23
amateurs licensed to operate including
several temporary residents and visitors,
plus one club station. Amateur Radio has
special significance on Pitcaim Island, as it
continues to provide the main
communications link to the outside world.

QRZ CONTEST
Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT

More information is available on the JA 1 BK
Web site http://www.iijnet.or.jp/JA1BK/
As weather conditions near Dude Island did
not permit landing in November, the
Pitcaim Island Amateur Radio Association
(PIARA) announces that all planning is now
complete for their second attempt to activate
Ducie Island. The group will depart from
Mangareva on March 12th, on the ship
Braveheart which is more adequate for the
task. They will use a VP6 callsign to be
announced at the beginning of the operation,
and plan to be operational as soon as
possible after arriving upon the island.
Operators will be: VP6TC, VP6DB,
VP6AZ, VP6MW, VP6BK/JA1BK,
JA3USA, JFIIST, K9AJ, and K5VT.
Randy, an SWL, will be going to provide
additional logistical support. QSL Manager
is Garth Hamilton, VE3HO (P.O. Box 1156,
Fonthill, Ontario LOS 1E0, Canada), for all
HF operations only. QSL manager for 6
Metre operation is JA1BK. Log checks will
be available at:
http://www.big.or.jp/.--ham/dx.html

Islands (including Pitcaim,
Pitcairn
Henderson, Ducie, and Oeno Islands) is an
overseas territory of the United Kingdom.
The application for IARU membership by
PIARA is supported by the Radio Society of
Great Britain (RSGB). Due to transport
difficulties from and to Pitcairn, PIARA has
requested that the RSGB continue to
represent PIARA at IARU Region 3
Conferences. The official address of PIARA
is: P.O. Box 88, Adamstown, Pitcairn
Island, South Pacific Ocean via New
Zealand. The IARU, founded in 1925, is a
worldwide federation of national amateur
radio societies with members in 151
countries and separate territories.

Once again the groups operating are
intended to provide contacts with as many
different Amateur Radio operators as
possible during their stay on the island. The
band plan is as follows:
21.020 MHz (CW) and 21.295 MHz (SSB)
will be QRV 24 hours each day. This is to
allow more individuals to fmd and work the
group, depending upon propagation to their
area.
28.495 MHz, and 14.195 MHz will be the
prime SSB frequencies, and 14.020 MHz
will be the prime CW frequency other than
15m.
It is planned that there will be some
operation on all bands, 160-6ms, and RTTY

As a direct result of the Pitcairn Island
Amateur radio Association (PIARA)
becoming a member of the International
Amateur Radio Union, Ducie Island became
eligible for DXCC credit.
You might never have heard of it before,
but Ducie Island in the South Pacific is the
latest DXCC entity--the 335th, according to
ARRL Membership Services Manager
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Red- faced I made my excuses about being
tired and scuttled off to another part of the

Well Hello and welcome to the first QRZ
Contest column of the New Year ...but as
Groucho Marx once said "Before I speak, I
have something important to say" ...The last
4 or 5 months has reminded all of us that
our little world of Amateur Radio and
Contesting is pretty insignificant in the
general scheme of things.

band...on consulting with Mirca the Polish
lady at work the next day it turns out that I
should have used 'Dzieki' which is
pronounced Venki'l ...so a New Year 's
challenge for me is to try and live up to the
aphorism that 'manners maketh man' and
increase my ability to say thank you to
more than my current five...1 have found an
internet site...

However it does allow us an opportunity
which sets us apart from people engaged in
other hobbies. We have the unrivalled scope
to exchange our best wishes, thoughts and
ideas with people from a multitude of
different backgrounds, races and
religions...In a world currently so fraught
with antagonism and misunderstanding this
is a chance for us to contribute what we can
to help goodwill along its way...

httn://www.elite.net/-ninner/iennifers/
which allows one to learn to say thank you
in another 465 languages, although I feel
this may be a little over the top! ...and good
though it is it doesn't help you much with
pronunciation...I would never have got
Venkr from Dzeiki' anyone has a list
of Hello's and Thank you's, complete with
pronunciation tips, it would be great to
reproduce it here in QRZ Contest... also a
list of the CW equivalents would be great as
well .. for now 'Lang sing cham o' (X139 and
on with the show.

I for one will be starting this year with
more 'thank you's' in my contest
exchanges...I'm always impressed with the
linguists among the contesting community
that can slip effortlessly from a Five Nine
Nine to a Fiinf Neun Neun...
1 tried to put this more thank you's idea
into action in last years CQWW SSB when
on the Mutt station during the Sunday
afternoon I came across an SP station
which was a new multiplier on that
particular band

CQWW DX Phone 2001
YN2EJ - Nicaragua
By Laurie Margolis G3UML
It was a strange day. At 8.30 on a
Wednesday morning my wife Jacky dropped
me in the pouring rain at Victoria Station,
on her way to work.. By 9.30 that evening I
was drinking cold beer in Lucia's pizzeria in
Granada, Nicaragua. True I'd found seven
hours going spare en route, but it was still
the same day, and by the end I felt a long
way from where I'd been at the start.

"You're 5914 and a new multiplier OM
Spasibo!"
that would do it I thought and sat back
chuffed at my linguistic pyrotechnics...the
SP station announced to me in his best
reserved for stupid Englishmen diction that
"I am not Russian, but thank you, anyway
73"

I was there for the CQ Worldwide phone
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receive set up, in particular, his antennas for
80 metres. DXing on the low bands is a
great challenge, but you need a first class
antenna system, a good receiver, and an
enormous amount of dedication, including
the ability to monitor the bands day and
night. Much of the real DX on 80 metres
comes by way of listening at our "Grey
Line" in the winter (i.e. the time just before
or after our sunrise when it is just before or
after sunset in parts of the Far East and the
Pacific). However, having said that, in my
opinion, the band has been devoid of
"interesting" DX this "season". Albert also
collects islands for IOTA and has 250
confirmed from 300 heard.
Simon RS177448 has spent much of the
winter months monitoring 50MHz. He was
rewarded with 62 DXCC entities in the
2001 calendar year. It is not easy to pick
out his best DX as he offers D44TD,
FG5BG, FY5KE, JY9NX, KP2BH,
OD5/0K1MU, PZ5RA, TISDX, VYOHL,
XE1KK, YS1RR and 6Y5/K2KW. On HF,
2001 saw 630 band countries in his log. He
is currently participating in the SWL section
of the PenaIlt Trophy - for hearing DXCC
entities on the low bands.
David Whitaker BRS25429 has been
heavily into 50MHz listening. He heard
over 70 DXCC entities on the band in 2001
and now has 133 DXCC All Time. On HF,
there had not been too much of interest to
stir David, but he had heard a handful of
west coast Ws on 80 metres at our "grey
line" - around sunset.
So, a few CDXC listeners responded to the
call for more information about their HF
exploits. I hope that a few more will
provide details, including DXCC heard and
confirmed information, ready for the next
column. I promise not to lose the letters or

e-mails!
Looking back, CQ Worldwide came and
went. Mick Toms BRS31976 and I should
have completed checking the logs by the
time this piece appears. Logs were down
again. It really does seem that the SWL
"contest bubble" has burst. Perhaps the
novelty has worn off - or is there another
reason. Participation in all SWL contesting
events seems to be down, so there appears
to be a general trend away from SWL
contesting.
Listener reports still keep arriving for
D68C. All cards sent direct to me were
answered a while ago, while some bureau
cards are now being received in batches of
cards received from David Borne G4CYW,
the SWL QSL bureau manager. Phil
G3SWH is still forwarding SWL cards that
were sent to him. Over 600 QSL requests
have now been answered.
Looking forward, there are some pretty tasty
morsels up for grabs in the next few weeks.
If announced plans proceed, we can expect
major activity from Cocos Is (119), San
Felix Is (CEOX), Ducie Is (VP?), South
Sandwich Is (VP8), and South Georgia
(VP8). This is a mouth-watering
opportunity to add fresh band slots to your
All Time lists, in particular the WARC
bands. Keep an ear to the bands or watch
the DX press for the latest news and
when you hear them, keep the reports
accurate - and above all, honest - remember
you are CDXC SWLs!
Rather an upbeat offering this time. I look
forward to further listener news in time for
the next SWL News.
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further notice from the UPU.

in addition to SSB and CW operations. It is
expected that Low Band and WARC
operations are more likely to take place in
the last days of the operation since
concentration from the beginning will be to
allow as many operators as possible to work
this new DXCC Entity.
The team will have 2-element beams for 10
and 15m, a 4 Square for 20m and wire and
vertical antennas for the other bands. There
will be a 6m beacon on 50.110 MHz.
For the latest updates on this operation, it is
recommend to watch the following Web
sites:
http://www.qsl.net/wd4ngb/ducie.htm
http://www.ve3ho.corn/ve3ho-qsImgr.htm

Tuvalu
The BBC recently announced that, due to
rising sea levels caused by global warming,
the 11,000 inhabitants of the Tuvalu (T2)
archipelago will start abandon the islands
early this year and move to New Zealand.
The highest point on the island is
approximately 15 feet above sea level. The
exodus will be a slow process, which could
take 30 years or more!
TI9M
The upcoming Cocos Island (TI9)
DXpedition will have one YL. The team
will have some 14 operators including YL
operator Sharon, N5CK. The DXpedition is
being planned for mid-February. Check out
their web page at
http://www.qsl.net/ti2hmg/cocos.htm.

On-line Directory

F6KPO has a 64,000 callsign on-line
directory. Here's how you access it: Send an
e-mail to qs116kpo@eudil.fr leaving the
subject line and body of the message blank.
You will get an auto reply with further
instructions. If you experience problems or
find errors in the database, notify F6CYV,
Yves, at f6cyv@dx-qsl.com .

QSL via W4FRU

John, W4FRU, passed away recently. Bob
Young, K4JDJ, has picked up John's QSL
chores. He can now confirm QSOs with the
following stations: 8R1ZG, 9MOS, BS7H
(1997 No JNS), E3OGA, FM5WE (Logs
from 94 to 2000), TOOR, VKOIR (Heard
Island), VP8CBC, VP8CRB, VP8CRC,
VP8SGP, 1SOXV, 1S1RR, 3WOA (op
RN6BY), 3W100HCM, 3 W1A (op
RN6BY), 3WIPZ, 3W3RR, 3W4KZ (op
RN6BY), 3W7A, 3W8AA, 3XIZ, 5AORR,
5NODOG, 5NORMJ, 5N2DOG, 5N4ROF,
5T5AY, 5T5S, 5T5ZZ, 5X5AA, 5Z4BI (op
KGOZI), 5Z4BX, 9G1KU, 9X5AA
(1988/89), A61AA, A61AB, CE1CI,
ED8HH, F5 WE (1994 to 2000), FM5WS,
HLOX/3, J28EH, J28EM, KOAX/ICH2,
KA9YDKJHI8, KB4ATV/4S7, S21A, S21B
(Logs 92 to 4/2000), S21NQ (op WZ6C),
S21ZG, TXOK, TYOABD, TZ1AZ, TZ2ZZ,
TZ6ZZ, V21ZC, V21ZZ, V29A,
VK4NIC/3X, VP8CWN (op ZD7BJ),
VP8TBD, W3IVP/5N1, W4LZZ/6W,
W4LZZ/6W8, W4LZZ/TZ, W4LZZN2,

IRCs
On 1st January 2002, a completely new
style of IRC was introduced - known as the
CN 01 (as the present style). This new type
of IRC is larger than those presently in
circulation and will remain valid until 31st
December 2006. The name of the country of
origin will be printed on these coupons as a
matter of course. Also printed on them,
amongst other things, will be a standardised
UPU bar code containing the ISO code of
the country and the date of printing. Each
country's postal administration will have the
option of printing the selling price on the
coupon itself.
The old style coupons will be withdrawn
from sale on 31st December 2001. Properly
validated coupons will continue to accepted
for exchange for postage stamps until
19

ARRL is now offering a new operating
award--the QRP DX Century Club, or QRP
DXCC. The award is available to amateurs
who have contacted at least 100 DXCC
entities. Check out the complete rules at
http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/qrp/index .
html.

W4LZZ/V21, WZ6C/S2, WZ6C/S21,
WZ6C/ST2, WZ6C/ST4, X VOSU (Aug 90),
XVIOOHCM, XV100HCM/3W, YBIAQC,
YJ8M, ZD7BJ, ZD7HH, ZD7LM, ZD7WA,
ZD7XX, ZD7XY, ZD8CK,
ZD8XX, ZD9BV (Logs 93 to 2000),
ZD9CD, ZD9CH, ZD9CK, ZD9CL,
ZD9CN, ZD9DV, ZD9JR, ZD9PV,
ZD9WCY, ZD9YL, ZK1SH, ZL7LM,
ZS I EDR, ZS I USA, 5N2ODOG, A4XJF,
A4XRF, A4XYS, ET3USE, FB8WJ,
FB8ZM, FB8ZN, FR7BE, KX6PO (op
VK4NIC), ZD2XY
K4JDJ - Bob Young, 556 Babbtown Road,
Suffolk, VA 23434, USA.

S.Georgia & S.Sandwich

VP8/sg South Georgia and VP8/ss South
Sandwich will be activated on the HF bands
in January and February of 2002. Operators
are EI6FR, EI5IQ, HB9ASZ, PA3FQA,
KOIR, W3WL, K4UEE, VE3EJ, N5KO,
K5TR, W7EW and 9V1YC.
The New Zealand registered vessel
"Braveheart" of ZL9CI fame will be
supporting this team of 12 for the entire 30day trip. This DXpedition is the result of
over two years of planning, co-ordination,
and detailed permit applications by 9V1YC,
EI6FR and N5KO.
A few important points:
1. This DXpedition is funded entirely by the
12 team members and a grant by the
Northern California DX Foundation. There
are no club, individual, equipment or QSL
sponsors.
2. There will be no websites, no online-logs,
no pilots, and no promises of any bands or
modes. Given the dangerous nature of our
destination, we will simply focus on giving
out a new overall DXCC entity.
3. Due to heavy environmental and safety
restrictions on our permit application we are
simple
taking ultra-light generators,
antennas and low power. Despite a lengthy
and difficult application process we are
extremely grateful to the Government of
South Georgia and the South Sandwich
Islands for their support and co-operation in
this endeavour. Please understand that
personal safety and a clean environmental
approach is as important to us as it is to
them.
4. Even though we are with an experienced
Antarctic rated support vessel and crew,

Afghanistan

The DXCC Desk has received acceptable
documentation for YA5T operated by Peter,
ON6TT; Robert, S53R; Mats, SM7PKK; or
Mark, ON4WW. The documentation is for
QSOs made November 20, 2001 and after.
No other callsigns or operations have been
approved as of this date. The QSL manager
is KU9C. The Northern California DX
Association is providing financial assistance
involving QSL expense and perhaps some
additional help as conditions warrant. Any
contributions coming with the QSL cards
will be used for humanitarian projects
within Afghanistan.
Afghanistan ranked # 25 on the ARRL Most
Wanted List. This war torn nation ranks as
follows on The DX Magazines Most
Wanted List: World - # 8, Europe - # 14, US
- # 8.
Bruce, WD4NGB, has set up a page on
Afghanistan at http://www.qsl.net/ya5t/ . The
site has pictures from Peter in Kabul.
Collection
QSL
International
The
Foundation has a nice collection of Afghan
(YA) QSLs and their history. The address is
hftp://www.qslat/english/en_afghl.html.
QRP DXCC
In

recognition of the popularity of QRP, the
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1 February. If postmarked after that date,
they will be processed in the normal way
but the scores will be held over to the
following year's listing.
Existing members, who intend to claim
credit for any of the 39 new references
marked with an asterisk in the list above and
have not yet completed a Conversion Sheet,
must include one with their update, with
Part 1 completed, and enclose supporting
QSLs. Checkpoints are under instructions
not to process cards from asterisked groups
where a Conversion Sheet has not yet been
submitted. You can download the
Conversion Sheet from the web-site below,
or obtain it from your checkpoint (enclose
SASE please).
A final reminder, following publication of
the 2002 tables, IOTA HQ will delete from
members' records on the IOTA database any
of the credits subject to review that have not
been rechecked through a Conversion Sheet
exercise. So, if you have not yet converted
your existing IOTA record on to the basis of
the new Directory listings, you have until 1
February 2002 to do so - it's not a big job, it
involves resubmitting a maximum 16 cards
for Part 1, the only section that needs to be
completed by this date.
New applicants should base their
application on the island listing in Directory
2000, updated by the table above.

AS-068 RSOB/P Kravkova Island, Mona
Islands (April 2001)
AS-140 S21BR Dakhin Shahbazpur (Bhola)
Island (December 2000)
AS-156/Pr RIOB Ushakova Island (April
2001)
AS-160/Pr BI4F Fu Rong Island (September
2001)
Island
Kil'din
EU-082 U1ZA/1,/A
(resident?)
EU-147 U1ZA/1 ?????? Island (February July 2001)
EU-153 UIZA/1 9929 Island (July 2001)
EU-186 TA1ED/0 Gokceada Island
(December 2000)
NA-078 XF1/DLIYMK Magdalena Island
(October 2001)
NA-221/Pr XF2RCS Lobos Island
(November 2001)
SA-048 4M7G ?????? Island (September
2001)
SA-088 PSA088 Tacami Island (June 2001)
"

Note: Checkpoints are not authorised to
credit QSL cards for an operation where
validation is required.
Annual Update

IOTA enthusiasts are reminded that the last
date for mailing applications or updates to
checkpoints for inclusion in the 2002
Honour Roll and other performance tables is

SWL NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525
Heard/confirmed table in the next Digest.
Albert Tideswell BRS48462 provided his
DXCC details. He has 300 DXCC
confirmed from 320 heard. On 3.5MHz,
Albert has advised me that he has 290
confirmed from a staggering 303 heard. I
hope that Albert will pass on details of his

Two apologies to begin with. Firstly, in
missing the November 2001 deadline, and
secondly to Colin Cadby RS96462 for misplacing his most interesting letter, including
his latest DXCC information. I hope that he
will update his information so that I can
produce an All Time DXCC
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there is always the chance we may not even
make it to one of our destinations (Thule
Island, South Sandwich) due to the extreme
nature of Southern Ocean. We are prepared
for this, and we hope the DX community
will be too.

and
additional
information, photos,
anecdotes on the Colvins and on the early
Yasme days in the 1950s.

5. Contrary to the 425 press release, this
DXpedition is NOT about QSO totals. In
fact, it is quite the opposite. Unlike previous
DXpeditions you may have worked, this
time we are taking far less hardware and
presenting the DX community with much
more of a challenge. We feel that DXers
need to get back to basics and work harder,
so this time the burden of working the
DXpedition is being shifted back home.
(The hunt will be part of the fun, so if you
need either of these two countries as an all
time new one we suggest you beef up your
stations and train your ears.)

From Daily DX: It has now been a month

AS-117 JH4TEW/4 Shimokamagari Island
(January & March 2001)

6. We may be restricted to 6dB less of
signal, but we are taking 30dB more of
operator. You will probably notice many
familiar callsigns on the roster.

AS-117 JE9VOI/9 Abuga Is (August 2001)

See you on the bands.

The current P5/4L4FN operation is part of
that work in progress. DXers around the
globe need to have the patience,
understanding and foresight that this is only
the beginning. Several issues are going on
both in the public and behind the scenes.
Hopefully nothing that has been done will
jeopardise this operating. Trying to send emails to the WFP and Ed could be very
dangerous to the operation.

EU-187 SV9 Crete's Coastal Islands*

SA-088 PP5 Santa Catarina State South*

EU-188 R1P Pechorskoye Sea Coast West*

SA-089 YV1 Falcon State group*

NA-213 W4 Alabama State group*

SA-090 YV5-7 Anzoategui State / Sucre
State West group*

NA-214 KL Nome County South group*

* see Annual Update below.

NA-215 KL Northwest Arctic County*

Operations Which Have Provided
Acceptable Validation Material

NA-216 KL Northern Alaska Peninsula
West group

AS-043 JA4LVZ/1 Hachijo Island (Oct 01)

NA-217 WI New Hampshire State group*

AS-043 JE1SQI/1 Hachijo Island (Oct
2001)

NA-218 CO8 Las Tunas/Holguin/Santiago
de Cuba Province group*

AS-043 JF1NEH/1 Hachijo Is (Oct 2001)

NA-219 C6 Cay Sal Bank Cays

AS-043 JO1CFV/1 Hachijo Is (Oct 2001)

NA-220 OX Greenland's Coastal Islands
South West*

AS-076 JH4TEW/5 Hakata Is (April 2001)

NA-221/Pr XE I Veracruz State North group

AS-076 JH4TEW/5 Iwagi Is (April 2001)

OC-232 4W East Timor's Coastal Islands*

AS-091 UEOXYZ Ptichiy Island (July 2001)

OC-233 VK7 Tasmania's Coastal Islands*

AS-117 JH4TEW/4 Yokoshima Island
(March 2001)

OC-234 VK Browse Island
0C-235 DU8-9 Mindanao's Coastal
Islands*
OC-236 YB8 Celebes's Coastal Islands*

AS-137 BI5Q Daqu Island (October 2001)

OC-237 YBO-3 Java's Coastal Islands*

NA-053 KL7AK/P Sitkinak Island, Trinity
Islands (August 2001)

0C-238 FO Pukarua and Reao Atolls,
Tuamotu Islands

0C-150 YC3CZ/9 Sumbawa Island
(resident)

OC-239 YB9 Irian Jaya's Coastal Islands
West*

Note: This list includes operations where
validation material was volunteered, ie not
specifically required for credit to be given.
In all cases, cards now submitted will be
accepted by Checkpoints if they meet
normal standards. This means that the island
name should be printed on the card.

OC-240 P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal
Islands East*
0C-241 YB9 Timor Barat's Coastal
Islands*
OC-242 YB8 Bonerate and Taka' Bonerate
Islands

Operations From Which Validation

OC-243 VK6 WA State (South Coast) West
group*

Material Is Awaited As At 20
November 2001

OC-244 DUI-4 Luzon's Coastal Islands*

AF-091/Pr 3V8GI Galite Island (July 2001)

0C-245 YB5-6 Sumatra's Coastal Islands
North*

AS-050 RUOB/P Isachenko Island, Sergeya
Kirova Is (April 2001)

OC-246 YB8 Leti and Sermata Islands

AS-057 RUOB Uyedineniya Island (April
2001)

OC-247 YB8 Sabalana and Tengah Islands

North Korea

since Ed, P5/4L4FN, showed up on the air.
As we all know North Korea was the most
wanted DXCC Entity, until November 16th
when Ducie Island was added to the DXCC
list. Who would have ever thought that P5
would be # 2? Remember when North
Korea was added to the DXCC list? How
about the demands to remove it because no
one could operate from this rare location?
After the first and second operations still
more cries of take P5 off the DXCC list.
Activating North Korea has been a work in
progress, taking one step at a time.

73 James 9V1YC
DXCC - The Hard Way

The late DXpedition team of Lloyd and Iris
Colvin, W6KG and W6QL, worked,
confirmed, and received DXCC from more
than 100 DXCC entities. This fact was
among those established as research
continues on a biography of the Colvins by
author, Jim Cain, K 1TN, a former ARRL
Headquarters staff member. "We've counted
DXCCs from 109 DXCC countries so far,"
Cain said, "not including any of the dozens
of DXCCs Lloyd and Iris achieved as
individuals from California. Can anyone top
this?" Iris Colvin died in 1998, and Lloyd
Colvin died in 1993. The couple was most
active between the 1960s and the early
1990s. Commissioned by the Yasme
Foundation, the soon-to-be-published book
will include a history of the Foundation and
a biography of the couple. Cain invites

The policemen, hecklers with all their
comments being made on Ed's frequency do
nothing to help the situation. In fact it could
actually damage future operations.
Everyone must realise that the North Korean
authorities recognise what is going on with
P5/4L4FN and are monitoring everything.
Our display of Amateur Radio to those in
charge of the future in North Korea is at
stake.
Many are wondering about the license to
operate from the second rarest QTH on the
planet. DXers are asking "How come only
an oral permission?" DXers who ask this
question are absolutely thinking correctly;
however keep those comments and
questions off Ed's frequency. This can be
damaging. Let's not worry about a license,
as we all know there is no Amateur Radio

SA-087 LU Santa Cruz Province North
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on a primary basis from 1 January 2004.

service in North Korea. Ed has been in
Pyongyang working for WFP for almost 3
years now and he knows how the system
works. I cannot tell you every detail but can
tell you that up until recently
communications (phone calls, satellite,
radio, e-mail, etc.) have been very tight in
and out of North Korea.

Commercial incumbents will be moved to
existing land mobile spectrum adjacent to
the new amateur band by the end of
December 2003.
The WIA is co-operating closely with
commercial users and the ACA with a view
to expediting the clearing of the band.
Several WIA members who are
professionals in the HF land mobile industry
have offered to assist in the re-allocation of
commercial equipment to adjacent land
mobile channels.

That is until recent openings of several
western embassies in Pyongyang. Until then
other organisations have not been able to
use certain modes of telecommunications to
their full extent. However, now the door has
been opened, if only so slightly.
Authorisation for these new modes of
communications has been given orally,
including Ed's operations. A more
formalised written authorisation is expected,
perhaps this month.

Sonsorol Islands

In February a group of 4 radio amateurs will
activate a new IOTA reference located in
the South-western group of the Republic of
Palau. The island name is Sonsorol, (5°18'N
and 132°13'E). The activity will take place
for at least 2 whole days during the 9-10
Feb 2002 weekend or more if landing time
and weather will permit. Two stations will
be simultaneously active to give everyone
the opportunity to contact us. Depending on
the band conditions and pile-ups we'll try to
work on CW and digital modes too. The
Palau Bureau of Commerce already issued
the licences under the T88SI callsign. Due
to high costs of operations (we have to chart
a boat for at least 6 days, air flights tickets,
fuel, food, nights accommodation in Koror)
we seriously need any private and
commercial sponsor. All the contributions
will be listed in the Diamond DX Club
Website (www.ddxc.org ). Please support us
for a successful activity. Thanks in advance.

As we all know Amateur Radio is a great
means of spreading International Goodwill.
As DXers each of us has the responsibility
in helping to spread the word as
ambassadors.
73 Bernie, W3UR
VK 80 meter DX Window

As has been
discussed in previous WIA submissions, the
Australian 80 metre DX window allocation
is presently limited to a 4 kHz segment
around 3798kHz. Adjacent commercial
allocations effectively limit operation to one
frequency - in Australia, the band 3700 3800 kHz is allocated to the commercial
land mobile service.
(from IARU RIII Conference)

The WIA approached the Australian
Communications Authority (ACA) with a
view to expansion of the window through
the creation of a sharing arrangement with
present commercial users.
between
dialog
considerable
After
commercial users, the WIA and the ACA,
the ACA has decided to proceed with a
change in the allocation of the band 37763800 kHz. The ACA's intention is to
reallocate this band to the amateur service

QSL info: IT9YRE, Ferdinando Rubino,
P.O.Box 30, 96012 Avola, SR - ITALY

IOTA CORNER
Roger Balister, G3KMA
IOTA Reference Numbers Issued

AS-153 VU West Bengal State group

NA-221/Pr XE1 Veracruz State North group
(Mexico)

AS-154 TA Black Sea Coast East group

Provisional IOTA Reference Numbers
as at 20 November 2001

AS-156/Pr ROB Ushakova Island

AF-091/Pr 3V Jendouba/ Bizerte/ Tunis/
Nabeul Region group (Tunisia)

AS-158 BY2 Liaoning Province East group

AS-155 BV Taiwan's Coastal Islands*
AS-157 3W South China Sea Coast Centre
AS-159 TA Black Sea Coast West group

AS-156/Pr ROB Ushakova Island (Russian
Federation)

AS-160/Pr BY4 Shandong Province North
West group

AS-160/Pr BY4 Shandong Province North
West group (China)

EU-170 9A Dalmatia North group*

NA-221/Pr XE1 Veracruz State North group
(Mexico)

EU-171 OZ Jylland North group*

IOTA References Issued Since
Publication of Directory 2000

EU-173 OH1 Lansi-suomi (Pori) Province*

EU-172 OZ Jylland East and Fyn group*
EU-174 SV Makedonia / Thraki Region*

AF-086 D4 Windward Islands*
AF-087 5H Tanga Region group

EU-175 CU3-7 Central group*

AF-088 C9 Nampula District group

EU-176 SM3 Gavleborg County group*

AF-089 TR Ogooue-Maritime Province

EU-177 SM5 Sodermanland / Ostergotland
County group*

AF-090 5R Madagascar's Coastal Islands
East*
AF-091/Pr 3V Jendouba/ Bizerte/ Tunis/
Nabeul Region group

EU-178 ES0,8 Parnumaa County /
Saaremaa County South group*
EU-179 UR Mykolayivs'ka / Khersons'ka
Obl: Black Sea Coast group

AS-145 HS Malay Peninsula South East

EU-180 UR Respublika Krym: Black Sea
Coast group

AS-146 BY4 Shandong Province North East

EU-181 LZ Bulgaria group
AS-147 JA8 Hokkaido's Coastal Islands*

EU-182 UR Odes'ka Obl: Black Sea Coast

AS-148 HL4 Cholla-bukto Province group*
GB90MG Y

Global Radio Link-up to Honour Titanic
Hero
Godalming, Surrey, will be the focus of a
worldwide radio link-up on Saturday 13th
and Sunday 14th April — the 90th
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EU-183 YO Romania group

AS-149 ROF Sakhalin's Coastal Islands*

EU-184 OH8 Oulu Province group*

AS-150 BY4 Shandong Province South
AS-151 BY2 Liaoning Province West group

EU-185 R6A-D Krasnodarskiy Kray: Black
Sea Coast group

AS-152 ROQ Respublika Sakha: Laptev Sea
Coast West group

EU-186 TA Turkey group*

35

really making much noise, apart from the
columns in Radio-REF. I came back for
many reasons: In the year 2000, people
really started talking about the club with the
Bhutan expedition; for the help for activities
in which many French people were active
and representing the club. The internet site
is welcoming. The principle of being able
to send messages to other members to keep
them informed has many advantages.
During the Bhutan expedition, you could
follow your activity from day-to-day and
this permitted us to live this adventure
ourselves from far-off, and to find you more
easily too. What I expect of the club is that
it finance expeditions which merit it and
which include a certain amount of European
and French operators. I do not believe that
we should finance expeditions favouring the
US or Japan, countries more generous with
their dollars. I want the club to encourage
people who are going off alone with little
equipment, who occasionally work
`miracles'. My only regret is that, in
France, DX is a bit like 'every man for
himself. '
"I'll finish here. I've tried to give my
thoughts in brief, but it isn't easy...
"Let us thank our friends for having had the
courage to speak out. With them, yes, I am
convinced, the take-over is safe and I hand
over to them with no worries about the
club's future. Long live the Clipperton DX
Club and thank you for your attention."
Gerard, F2VX
President, Clipperton DX Club
Tours, 22nd September 2001.

must step aside for the 'younger ones'.
They must construct the Clipperton DX
Club of tomorrow. The club will continue
to grow and progress with new ideas, and
you all have ideas to propose...
"To my question 'Why are we members of
the Clipperton DX Club?' these 'younger
ones' bring their answers:
" 'The Clipperton DX Club attracted me by
its simplicity. Not all show but real content;
things to do and to share. An association
without pretentiousness but with great
ambitions and immense successes. The
CDXC's actions, helping expeditions to take
place, promoting Amateur Radio in certain
isolated countries, even facilitating the
growth of our passion on the other side of
the world, really pleased me and, truly, what
is there that is better? In many cases, the
CDXC expeditions leave a mark of their
visit in various ways: material, training of
hams, batches of QSL Cards, and for it to be
possible to contribute to all this, however
indirectly, by your very membership is a
great honour. I hope that this spirit will be
the same for many years to come, because it
really represents the Ham Spirit: helping
each other out, friendship, sharing. Put
simply, 'If everybody in the world..."
" 'If I am a member of Clipperton, it is
because I am, above all, a DX enthusiast.
Clipperton enables activations to happen or
helps DX activations and through my
subscription I, myself, am helping these
activities. It is also to meet other members
and to exchange news, experience and
opinions with them. I am equally proud that
Clipperton believes in DXpedition novices
and helps them financially. I hope that this
group of friends will long continue.'
" 'What do I think of Clipperton? Firstly, I
don't really know the club that well. I
joined for the first time in 1997, then
renewed my membership in 2000. The first
time I wasn't satisfied. I have to say that I'd
only had my licence since 1995 and I was
expecting to receive more information from
the club... but that wasn't its aim. It's true
to say that at this time Clipperton wasn't

(*Dominic Smith MOBLF is currently a
second-year undergraduate reading French
and Spanish at Girton College, Cambridge.
He is current chairman of the Cambridge
University Wireless Society and a member
of both CDXC and the Clipperton DX Club.

will wish to join in the commemoration by
making contact with this unique radio
station using Morse code transmissions.
"Morse code was Jack Phillips' sole means
of alerting rescue vessels to the predicament
of the Titanic", says Brian. "Exchanging
greetings with radio stations worldwide
using the same code will be a fitting tribute
to his heroism."
The callsign GB90MGY recognises both the
90th anniversary, and the Titanic's original
callsign, MGY.
For further information, please contact:
Titanic Wireless Commemorative Group:
Michael Shortland: Tel +44 (0)1483
574996; msa-consult@dial.pipex.com ;
(GOEFO).
Godalming Museum: Derek Watson,
Publicity Officer: Tel (home) +44 (0)1483
414673
Museum: Tel +44 (0)1483 426510;
museum@godalming.ndo.co.uk
The special event commemorative station,
callsign GB90MGY, will be active on CW
only on all amateur short wave bands from
80 — 10 metres (including WARC bands),
from 1000hrs GMT Saturday, 13 April,
2002, until 0219hrs (the precise time when
Titanic sank), on Monday, 15 April.
Contacts and reports will be confirmed
100% via the QSL bureau.

anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic,
which struck an iceberg on her maiden
voyage to New York and went down with
the loss of 1490 lives. The link-up is being
organised in co-operation with Godalming
Museum by the Titanic Wireless
Commemorative Group — a group of 20
local amateur radio enthusiasts - to honour
the memory of Jack Phillips, Chief Wireless
Telegraphist aboard the Titanic. Born and
bred in Godalming, Jack Phillips, 25, stayed
at his post sending out SOS distress signals
in Morse code to alert other ships — which
saved over 700 lives — before he went down
with his ship two hours and 40 minutes after
it struck the iceberg. It was the first time
that the SOS message had been sent at sea.
Complementing an exhibition in the
Museum, running from Tuesday 12th March
to Saturday 25th May — which will describe
the Titanic disaster and Jack's heroic efforts
in detail - the Group plans to set up a replica
of the Titanic's Wireless Room in a public
building -the Wilfrid Noyce Centre - with
radio aerials erected on the adjacent sports
field. From there, thousands of radio
amateurs worldwide will be contacted using
Morse code. The plan is being supported by
the Waverley Borough and Godalming
Town Councils. The Group's chairman and
one of the originators of the plan to
commemorate Jack Phillips' heroic deed,
Brian Grist, believes that radio amateurs

CDXC Annual Dinner
23 March 2001
Have you booked?

Web: www.domsmith.co.uk
Email: mail@domsmith.co.uk)
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GENERAL TOP ICS
Swaziland 2001
Frank Rutter, DL7UFR
arriving the following day. We then spent
the day in discussion with the hotel manager
about the best location for the antennas. He
was very obliging, and also made available
to us, free of charge, a further room at the
opposite end of the hotel (and at the highest
point) where we could set up the 6m station.
Before sunset we were able to construct the
V80E, ready for operation on 80 and 160.
After that we built the R7, a vertical for
30m, a 4-element quad for 12, 2-element
quad for 17m and a 6-element Yagi for 6m.

After the problems around licensing that we
experienced with our previous DXpedition
(see p.36 of November CDXC Digest) we
made an early start on getting the licences
for our next expedition. In the event, with
help from Willy, 3DAOBD, the Swaziland
licences were issued in a short space of
time. There were also good prospects of
getting licences for a second possible
destination, but we abandoned that location
on advice from the Foreign Office. So we
settled on Swaziland. But then the first
problems started to arise when, for workrelated reasons, Dirk, DJ7UC, and Tom,
DL7BO, had to drop out of the team.
Replacements are always hard to find but, in
a conversation with Rolf, DL7VEE, we
learned that Rainer, DL7KL, would be
interested in taking part. We quickly made
contact, and the crew was complete. We
were able to locate a suitable hotel over the
Internet, and our enquiry about establishing
a radio station for two weeks was answered
positively within 24 hours. Details of the
hotel can be found on the Internet at
http://www.mountaininn.co.sz .

We were able to open up on the radio late
that evening. The results from the first night
were sobering. Only a few stations in the
log on 80 and none on 160. Neither did we
make any QSOs the following day, between
0600 and 1200 GMT. Via Internet and
Pactor we were able to download solar data,
which confirmed what we had suspected.
Up to Thursday the A index was above 35,
which explained the poor propagation. The
forecast for Friday was 18. This suggested
that the bands would improve over the next
couple of days and on the Friday night we
had a long and productive opening on 17
and 20, with many European stations as well
as callers from Japan and North and South
America. We used the dead time on Friday
to optimise the antenna locations. There
were two flag poles near the pool. After a
short meeting with the hotel manager, it was
agreed that we could use one of them as a
new location for the R7 vertical. We also
added a 40m dipole at the location of the 6m
station.
For log transfer, we used the ZS5S Pactor
mailbox. Joost was very supportive of our
activities, helping us to transfer data to and
from the Internet. The hotel itself had an
Internet connection, but this was very
unreliable. After a voltage surge to 262V
which, thanks to some fast reactions on our

The terrible events of the 11 September
2001 in New York and Washington had an
effect as far as our expedition was
concerned. We realised that airport security
would be increased, and this may affect us
in terms of what we could take in our
baggage. We discussed this with the airport
security staff, who assured us they would be
able to guarantee a swift, if thorough,
inspection of our luggage. On arrival at the
airport, this is exactly what happened, with
the officials being very obliging in ensuring
that our luggage was properly checked and
could then go through to the aircraft without
further hold-ups. From Berlin Tegel, we
travelled via Lisbon, Maputo and
Johannesburg to Manzini in Swaziland,
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Spain and France have a checkpoint for
QSL cards. I've verified 46 submissions
since last March but to close this chapter, as
certain people have told me, the DXCC isn't
the 'be all and end all' and not the only
measure of a DXer's abilities. It's only a
game!

than elsewhere. Nothing remarkable up to
that point, but the email address was
intriguing: justeundoigt.com' . Bernard
asked me to help him in his dilemma. After
consulting the website, and despite my
journalistic background and my total respect
for freedom of the press, I did not follow up
this request, leaving Bernard and Franck to
go into more detail on the subject! Another
time, perhaps! But in which unlikely
corners will our name now be found? And
F6DRV, in the name of the REF-Union,
could always take the new promotion plaque
to 'MustBeMad'.

"Before concluding, I must thank Joel
F5IPW and Gerard F5OLI, their families
and team, for having been willing to
organize this convention in Tours, which is
starting with the best of omens. Victim of
our own success, we have had to refuse
people signing-up late for the meals... To
the REF-Union's President and IARU
representative F6DRV, to Juan C3 IUS,
President of the URA and Javier C3 IPM, to
Paul F6EXV, Honorary President of the
club, to HB9RG and his YL, to DL8CL and
DL8FR, G3ZAY, MOBLF, SV 1BRL,
SV8AQY, ON4ZD, ON7RN and FM5CD,
come from afar for this convention... Thank
you everybody for your presence in Tours
and your permanent support.

"More seriously, the year 2001 will have
seen the climax of a project that has been
going on secretly for many years, that is to
say the nomination by the ARRL of a
DXCC checkpoint for France. I know that
some were surprised by my nomination
with, apparently, no prior consultations,
amongst them the REF's awards committee.

•

"That is to be unaware of the `workings' of
the DXCC and ARRL. I had been working
on this idea with F3YP for a long time,
since we knew that there was a test
programme for national checkpoints being
planned by the ARRL. Last year at
Auxerre, and after discussion with Bill
Moore, NC1L and F6DRV, President of the
REF-Union, Elysee had wanted, in the name
of the REF, to support the CDXC's point of
view. The council of the REF, which I
thank in passing, ratified Elysee's
proposition and this was published in
`Radio-REF'. After the testing, the ARRL's
DXCC bureau accepted the REF's proposal
and I was nominated as 'checkpoint' for
France. This would not have been possible
without the pressure applied by the CDXC
at an international level, because only the
big DX clubs and IARU member
associations are allowed to propose
callsigns for this programme. This also
proves that we are 'credible' in the eyes of
the ARRL as the true representatives of DX
in France.

"As is the annual custom, we will, this
evening, be giving out the 'Clipperton DX
Club merit awards' to many club members
as a very modest recognition of your work
in the defence of DXing, Amateur Radio
and the club. This 'medal' will be presented
to Dany F5CW (CDXC 536), Maurice
F6DSX (CDXC 552), Eric F5JKK alias
TT8.TE (CDXC 563), Gerard F5BEG
(CDXC 571), Jean-Pierre F10298 (CDXC
574), Pierre F6HIZ (CDXC 602), Vincent
F5MBO/GOLMX (CDXC 652), Patrick
F6BLQ (CDXC 712) together with Nicole
5NOYL (CDXC 771), Jean F6FIC (CDXC
1005) and a person who will remain secret
for the moment, by presidential decision.
Each person's 'merits' will be commented
upon during our gala dinner.
"As you are all aware, I've decided to
abandon my presidency of the club but I
must avoid any misunderstanding. Far
from it being my intention to abandon the
club, I will remain on the administrative
council but not on the executive committee.
Ten years is more than sufficient and one

"To this day — apart from the USA —
Canada, Japan, Britain, Germany, Italy,
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the Bhutanese ambassador to Europe. Our
effort towards the development of
transmissions from A5 was unanimously
recognised on this occasion. Alain F5LMJ
accepted the invitation to construct and
manage the website of the Association of
the Friends of Bhutan. The video was
subsequently shown at the REF regional
meeting in Charente by F6ANA, at the
meeting of ARALA in the Loire Atlantique
by F5LMJ and at the Bordeaux DX Group
by Denise F6HWU, whose presence here I
note, and finally in England at the other
CDXC by Vincent GOLMX. On each
occasion, a number of people became new
members of the club and we can thus show
the many diverse facets of our activities.
"Thanks to all those who give up their time
to the club, and also their money (since we
do not reimburse any costs), towards the
success of these events. It is indispensable
for us to continue to turn up, so that we can
maintain our reputation, and even
participate in new events.
"It is sufficient that 'volunteers' are willing
to 'take on' the jobs of being representatives
of the club for regional events held near
their homes, for us to continue to develop.
The committee alone cannot cover every
event that takes place in every corner of
France and, this year, despite requests, we
have had to decline invitations to some of
them.
"Of course we have, as always, benefited
from the support of our media: 'Radio-REF'
with our column by Didier F5OGL, the
F8REF news bulletins with information
from Yannick F6FYD, 'Megahertz' and
`CQ Radioamateur' which both wanted to
report our last convention in Andorra, the
'Nouvelles DX' by F6AJA, F6BBJ and
F6CYV, always at our side...
"I must, however, admit that a request from
`MustBeMad' magazine, which wanted to
send us a journalist to cover this convention
here in Tours, left Bernard F9IE and Franck
F4AJQ perplexed: Stephanie wanted to
meet some 'nutcases', who preferred to
spend their holidays on desert islands, rather

D68BT/D68WL, F6KOP/Glenans, 3B6RF,
D68C, ZD7/ZD8 and PWOS. We've
refused requests from CE4EBJ, PA3AXU,
ZK3, LU1DK, S51GL, 3B9FR...
"Our policy today is to give the maximum
help to DXpeditions put on by members of
the CDXC or having, in the list of operators,
a member of CDXC or other F station. Our
resources are limited to merely your
subscriptions. For the year 2001 we have
given out 23996.52FF in funding and
received 29449.82 in subscriptions. We
have to continue to make, and to meet the
cost of, our choices.
"We have offered 6500 club QSL Cards to
various activities and Joel F5IPW has
printed 36000 CDXC QSL Cards in the
course of this year. Think of using our
cards for your mini-expeditions to islands,
castles or windmills. I am sure that
IK1PML, (a QSL Card printer himself - ed.)
and now a member of CDXC, will not hold
it against you if you sometimes forget. Our
cards are a way of making the CDXC
known throughout the world.
"We must also congratulate Rafik F5CQ
and Alain F5LMJ for the quality of our
website which is a permanent and highquality shop window advertising our
activities. The comments you put in the
guestbook are the barometer, and are often
viewed by committee members. Continue
to express yourselves! As far as awards are
concerned Jean-Pierre F5XL will give out
many trophies this evening to the people
behind the DWI and DXPA programmes.
Well done everybody!
"As for the promotion of the club, we were
present at the following events this year:
HamExpo at Auxerre, Sarratech at
Toulouse, the REF-Union congress in
Avignon, the Marennes meeting, the Lyon
DX Group congress, and members were also
present at Friedrichshaven and the
`Assocations Forum' in Bordeaux.
"In addition we have presented the Bhutan
video to the General Assembly of the
Friends of Bhutan in Paris in the presence of
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pile-ups on the high bands grew to be more
like those we were accustomed to from our
previous DXpeditions. Low band conditions
improved more slowly. Early on Tuesday
morning we were able to work over 100
stations on 80m, with both Europeans and
North Americans in the log. Tuesday was
also the first day that our hotel was not
blanketed by cloud (it was at a height of
1300m). As the following weekend
approached, band conditions again started to
deteriorate. Very few QSOs were possible
during the morning hours. Some members
of the team used the time to visit the capital,
Mbabane, to take some photographs and
collect some souvenirs. Our return flight
was due to leave at 1440 on the Saturday, so
there was just time to make a few more
QSOs on the final night before dismantling
the antennas and packing everything away
on the Saturday morning. The hotel bus was
waiting for us shortly after noon, and the
manager came to thank us for our support.
The return flight was something of an
adventure.
The flight from Manzini to Johannesburg is
by way of a small aircraft, a Jetstream 41.
The aircraft was unable to refuel in Manzini
and the pilot decided to unload some of the
luggage to reduce weight. So some of our
baggage was left behind and arrived back in
Berlin two days after we did. The return
flight to Europe made a stopover in Maputo
and the members of the C98DC team came
aboard, so we were able to spend time on
the flight home exchanging experiences.
We thank the following for support: CDXC/
RSGB, EUDXF, GDXF, NCDXF, UKSMG,
www.qs1-shop.com

part, did no damage to our radio equipment,
the hotel Internet ceased to function at all.
On arrival at the hotel we had made some
enquiries to find a contact in the radio club
in Swaziland. The hotel was able to help
and on the Wednesday we were visited by
Andy Cory - 3DA1BD - the president of the
Swazi Radio Society and Willy Long 3DA0BD.
We soon found ourselves in discussion
about amateur radio in Swaziland. The radio
club is in permanent contact with the
licensing authority. The licensing authority
seeks to follow international
recommendations and issues two classes of
licence, with Class 1 requiring a knowledge
of CW. The class of licence is reflected in
the callsign. 3DA0 is issued for class 1 and
3DA1 for class 2. The radio club is always
copied in on details of new licences. So they
are able to know who is operating
legitimately and who is operating illegally.
There are about 20 licensed amateurs in
Swaziland, most of whom belong to the
radio club. We also learned that guest
operators are expected to take care of their
own QSLing, so there is no point in sending
QSL cards for visiting amateurs to the
Swazi bureau as they will not be answered.
A small radio club such as that in Swaziland
simply cannot afford the cost of forwarding
cards.
By Saturday the effects of a falling A index
were manifest on the bands, and we enjoyed
a morning opening on 10 and 12m. We were
able to keep two stations operating for most
of the time. We also enjoyed our first major
6m opening. From the Internet, via Pactor,
we learned that the A index was expected to
drop further. In the days that followed, the
Breakdown by Continent:
CW

SSB

RTTY

PSK31

Total

North America

15.1 %

7.0 %

6.8 %

South America
Europe
Asia

2.5%
61.6 %
19.7 %

3.0%
66.1 %
20.9 %

0.8%
55.4 %
36.0 %

7.7 %
0.0%
92.3 %
0.0 %

9.2 %
1.6%
68.9 %
19.1 %
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QSO Breakdown by Band and Mode:
SSB
CW
160
80
40
30
20
17
15
12
10
6
Total

1
382
638
1520
1273
2215
1560
1702
2249
284
11824

0
18
20
0
1025
980
715
1194
1159
50
5161

Total

PSK31

RTTY
0
0
0
0
54
0

0.5 %
0.7%

0.0 %
0.0%

0.2 %
0.8%

1.4 %
1.6 %

0.5 %
0.6 %

Africa
Oceania

0
0
0
0
0
0

400

10

0

0

149

3

0

0

603

13

1
400
658
1520
2352
3195
2685
2896
3560
334
17601

The K4ZW LF DXpedition to Mongolia
Summary by Phil Catterall G4OBK with an emphasis on 160 metres

of the first EU stations in the Topband log
was Mark ON4WW, however most UK
stations had to wait a few days for a QSO.
80m and 40m were much easier and a
number of CDXC Members were in the log
on those bands on the first night.
Ken found Chak's QTH, well away from the
city, to be an excellent receiving site on
160m. On the 20th Ken's good friend Baatar
JT1BG came over to provide some useful
assistance in setting up the Titanex — this
was the time Ken suffered an RF burn while
working at the base of the Titanex when
something was lost in the translation
between the English and Mongolian of the
term "stop transmitting"!
The amplifier in use at JT1CO is a Tokyo
Hi Power — capable of well over 1 kW. The
problem was that it only ran up to only
600W on 1830kHz due to excessive grid
current being drawn. Later, Ken discovered
that the amp was built for the JA market,
and prior to recently readers will recall that
the only JA window for transmitting was
around 1905kHz. The majority of DX

LF Enthusiast Ken Claerbout K4ZW had
planned to visit Chak JTICO in Mongolia
during the early autumn, however after the
atrocities of the 11th September the trip was
postponed until the latter part of November.
This delay of some two months became an
enabler for many more LF QS0s by
lengthening the darkness path for many
EU/NA stations.
Ken has had a penchant for operating from
Zone 23 for many years and the well-known
operator Chak JT1CO invited him over to
stay and operate from his QTH 25km North
West of Ulan Batter. Chak was very active
last winter on 40m and 80m but had done
very little on 160m. The objective Ken set
himself therefore was to install an efficient
LF antenna for Chak to use and, if there was
sufficient spare time left, to operate himself
on 80 and 160m.
Ken arrived on 18th November and ,after
spending a day adjusting himself, Chak's
TH11 multiband Yagi and then fmally
erecting the Titanex 3 band vertical, he was
ready for some DX action on the 19th. One
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absent today because he is currently
5R8HC from Madagascar.
IOTA activities by F6BFH, F9IE
and co.
The participation of F6HMJ in
3B6RF.
Dominique F6EPY, active from 5W
and ZKI.
Isabelle operating as FM/F5BOY
and then TKJF5BOY
Paul F2YT who has returned to the
Corsican scrublands as TK8T
Didier F6ELE as CN2LE
Yannick on the iles du Banc
d'Arguins (AF-050) in Mauritania
with 5T5YD/P
and others to whom I apologise in
advance for having forgotten.
"Our foreign members were not inactive
and, each time bearing the colours of the
club, they were:
EA3BT and EA3WL as
D68BT/D68'WL from the Comoros
DJ9ZB from J5 and even DJ7FT
(CDXC 091) with the support of
CDXC from the Astrals as
FO/DL7FO.
And do I have to tell you of the
continuing publicity from Kiki
SVIBRL through all of the lands of
the Iliad and Odyssey? Thanks to
her and Fivos, the Clipperton DX
Club is as famous in Greece as the
national `Happy DX Net'!
"A final point on the DXpeditions: You
have heard talk of our plan to do another
`big DXpedition'. This is proving more
difficult than expected, especially as far as
transport and cost are concerned, because
we were wanting to go to Annobon in 3C0.
For the moment our plan is just about 'onhold', given these difficulties to overcome,
but we will continue to work on it.

F8BN and F3ZZ infected me with from
1958, when, at the age of 15, I joined the
REF. Through the club's success you have
shown me that Amateur Radio, at its most
basic level, contact by radio signals, was
more than alive in France and, whatever
others might think, that it was still possible
to get radio amateurs to meet, without
absolute confusion reigning in the room or
amongst the membership. Yes, I owe you
for allowing me to believe that camaraderie
and, sometimes, even friendship continues
to exist at the roots of our community. For
that, thank you and long may it be so!
"We are, then, 327 members today and that
despite the withdrawal, in particular, of
certain of our friends in the Lyon DX Gang.
What a terrible job for committee members
to try to respond to all your questions,
demands or interrogations! But it suffices to
listen on-air, to read your email messages
and letters and to consult the guestbook on
our website to see that DXing, with French
operators at the helm, is still going strong.
"This year 2001 will have seen great
activities organised by club members:
Chesterfield, TXOC, by Dany F5CW
and ARANC members
Djibouti and its islands by J28NH
operating as J28CDX
Congo with the setting-up of 9QOAR
by Patrick F6BLQ/5NOT and Nicole
5NOL (By the way, our friends are
absent today because they are
currently in Kinshasa with the IARU
Region 1 delegation led by ON6WQ
and 6W1KY. If Amateur Radio
takes off again in Congo, it will be
thanks to our friends. Anyway, go
and see Patrick's website for more
details on this story)
Benin was put on air by the 'young'
members of the club on their own:
F5CWU, F5A0V and F5M00.
Well done on that activity with
TYOCDX, TY68F and TY22DX!
We will relive the adventure this
afternoon.
Mexico by F6BUMIXF1. Jacques is

"We've also helped finance the following
activities, about which our treasurer F9DK
will give more details later:
FOOCLA/Australes, C21AN, T31AN,
TT8JE, TU2KC, BDSRT, XF1/F6BUM,
CEOZ, J5 and 5U by DJ9ZB,
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Clipperton DX Club Convention

"What is there new to tell you in this
speech, which I have not already said or
written since my first one in Lyon in 1994?
When, coming back from the convention in
Paris in 1991, I decided to stand shoulderto-shoulder with Paul F6EXV, organising
the convention in Bordeaux in 1992, with
the help of the Bordeaux DX Group, I did
not envisage the success that we have today,
but just wanted to bring the CDXC out of its
`rut'. During the last ten years, with all the
team who are today seated beside me, I have
battled to make the CDXC a great DX Club,
finding first a national 'audience' and then
an international one. That, today, has been
achieved. But it would never have
happened without your help: the help of the
96 members who stayed faithful to the club
in 1994 and then, afterwards, that of all our
new members.
"`I owe you nothing and you owe me
nothing', I started last year's speech by
saying but today I want to go back on my
words. Yes, 'you owe me nothing' because
taking on the role of CDXC President was a
deliberate choice on my part, so that I could
express my vision of Amateur Radio, my
philosophy on associations, (which, above
all, comprises respecting other people's
opinions and totally accepting differences
and the right of others to express themselves
without immediately being labelled 'the
opposition') and my desire to move things
on. Thanks to you, in my eyes, these
objectives have been achieved because
today we have 323 paid-up members,
against 317 in 2000! A new record for our
club. This result is a great success because
it demonstrates that, in France today, it is
still possible to meet and discuss personal
ideas and plans which are all different but
with a common denominator: for us, in this
case, the love of radio contacts.
"On the other hand, with respect to, 'I don't
owe you anything'; on the contrary 'I owe
you a great deal' because, through our radio
club, I have continued to find the same
Amateur spirit that my 'mentors' F8AU,

At the Clipperton DX Club's Convention,
held in September near Tours in France, the
long-standing President, Gerard F2VX,
stepped down. This is his final President's
Report, given to the Club's AGM on that
occasion, translated by Dominic MOBLF*
and edited by Martin G3ZAY, from Les Infos
du Clipperton DX Club, October 2001, by
kind permission of Gerard, F2VX

"Today in Tours, in this, the headquarters of
the REF and especially in this room
dedicated to Leon Deloy F8AB, 'the pioneer
of DXers', I am going to survey both the
road which we have travelled, throughout
the whole of the 20th century, in developing
Amateur Radio in France and the difficulties
that await us in continuing to indulge our
`passion' in this 21st century. Since the
REF's creation in 1925, it has continued to
develop despite many crises and difficulties:
the back issues of 'Radio REF' are there to
show us this, but 76 years later we are
meeting here to prove that 'DX chasers' will
always be the soul of the REF, just as Jack
Lefebvre F8GL, Pierre Louis F8BF and
Leon Deloy F8AB wanted it: true Radio
Amateurs and not just lovers of radio.
"It is, therefore, quite deliberate that we
have decided to hold this 2001 AGM at the
REF Union, to prove our wish to defend, as
much as DXers as members of CDXC, the
future of Amateur Radio in France through
our national association: the REF Union.
Permit me, in your name, to thank the REF,
through its President, Elysee F6DRV, for its
welcome in this building. I particularly
wanted to include this in the introduction to
my address.
"But, by way of a preamble, as we do each
year, we must remember our members who
have died since the last convention: Serge
Tissendier FSJJM (CDXC 663) and Patrick
Dornine F6FYK (CDXC 919). I ask you
now to observe a minute's silence for them
and also for our American associates who
died in the recent attacks and for all our
`silent key' friends.
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Ken also wished to congratulate W8JI and
K9DX who were the only two stations east
of the Mississippi River to complete a
Topband QSO, as this was one of the most
difficult areas to work on 160m from
Mongolia. To sum these were Ken's
comments:
"In closing, I have been just as excited
about working everyone, as I'm sure you
have been working us. There are many
others I wish could have made it into my log
but I knew from a realistic standpoint that
would not happen in just 10 days. JT1CO is
very excited about his new toys so you will
no doubt be hearing from him. Mongolia
has been a wonderful country to visit.
A lot has changed here in the last 10 years
or so. Some of the vestiges of the past can
still be seen but so too can the many people
that are now running around on the streets
with cell phones and other new technology.
We stopped at a local department store,
which had just about anything you could
imagine, and I was amazed at the pile up of
locals in the cell phone department. It's not
uncommon to see a Land Rover or BMW on
the streets of Ulaanbaatar. As a sit here and
type this, we're getting a nice dusting of
snow. It's a real picture perfect scene with
the mountains and a great last visual of this
beautiful country.
Thanks to everyone who made contributions
to this project and helped to make it a
success. I expect QSL cards to go out
sometime after the Christmas holidays. For
those that need to reach me, please do so
now at my home address
K4ZW@staffnet.com . I don't want JT1CO
to have to forward a bunch of e-mail. Now
to get home and work JTICO on 80 meters,
my last zone for 5BWAZ.
73 Ken K4ZW

working was therefore always done split
frequency, with the DX transmitting around
1820-1835kHz. Ken ran a test and found
that the Tokyo Linear produced its rated
power around 1905kHz so made an on-thehoof (and excellent) decision to transmit up
there and listen around 1822kHz. That was
great news for the Topband enthusiasts
throughout the world chasing Zone 23.
Within a couple of nights Ken was working
real DX and picking off the stronger EU
stations, he was also doing his best to work
the USA and as usual finding a few EU
stations that were just not playing the game
by standing by while he concentrated on
getting a few USA stations in the log. After
one long period of calling when Ken was
specifically and clearing listening for USA,
the latter station added insult to injury by
starting to call CQ on 1821kHz just to finish
off! It had to be heard to be believed, a
shocking way to operate on the amateur
bands.
The final stats for Ken's operation are as
follows, based on his time spent as a guest
of Chak JTICO from 18th Nov — 29th
November 2001. The best time for a QSO
with the UK was around 2000z which was
local sunrise at the JT1CO QTH:
48 Countries
160 Meters - 428 QSOs
(Including CQWW 99 QSOs 13 Countries)
57 Countries
80 Meters - 565 QSOs
43
(Including CQWW 258 QSOs
Countries)
Ken worked the following UK stations on
160m:
G3FPQ G3KMA G3KZR G3LAS G3LZQ
G3NAS G3PQA G3WGV G3WPF G3XGC
G3YVH G4DBN G4ERP G4OBK G4SOZ
G4VGO G4XOL GI3OQR GM3YTS
GW3JXN GW3TMP
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Summits on 11w Air - Announcing a new programme
John Lin ford G3WGV

popular Backpacker series of VHF contests
run by the RSGB for the past few years.
The idea is that an individual or group of
amateurs (activators) undertake an
expedition with radio to a qualifying summit
and make QSOs with anyone else (chasers).
Both chasers and activators get a number of
points, depending on the height of the
summit. SWLs get points for hearing and
logging the same QSOs.

Do you enjoy making QSOs from unusual
/P locations, just using equipment that you
can carry? Does mixing amateur radio and
some fresh country air appeal to you?
Would you like to make contact with or
listen to people operating in unusual
locations? If so, then Summits on the Air
(SOTA) could be for you!
Summits on the Air is a new programme
created by British amateurs to encourage
radio amateurs to get out and about with
their radios, making contacts from local
high spots. There are sections for activators
— the people that climb the hills, chasers,
who make contact with the activators and
SWLs who log QSOs between activators
and chasers.

The programme is designed to appeal to as
many amateur radio operators as possible.
So all bands are allowed, including VHF.
And there are no restrictions on modes, nor
on the power or antenna system that may be
used. However, a fundamental rule is that
the equipment has to be carried to the
summit by "person power" alone. Whilst
this might frustrate some of the more
extreme plans it is also hoped that it will
encourage development of innovative
solutions. It is also likely to appeal to QRP
operators as a novel way to work with
relatively simple equipment.

SOTA is intended to be an inclusive
programme. It doesn't just recognise the
major mountains, instead it works on a
"relative height" principle, where even quite
small hills qualify, provided that they have
clear summits. The result, in the UK is a list
of about 1500 summits, ranging from 150m
to almost 1400m in height. Many of the
hills are nothing more that a gentle
afternoon stroll, whilst some of them are
amongst the highest and most challenging
mountains in Britain. Almost every county
has at least one qualifying hill.

How does SOTA get started in a country?
A geographical area, often a DXCC entity
but not necessarily so, adapts a standard set
of rules to the local conditions. After all,
Nepal has completely different requirements
to say, Holland! The area becomes known
as an "association". Once that association
has determined which summits count for the
programme, it creates a manual with all the
summits and local rules. This is then
published on the Internet.

SOTA is actually a combination of several
ideas with which we are already familiar. It
is broadly modelled on the IOTA
programme and has a similar numbering
system for all the qualifying summits. It
also employs some of the principles in the
Grid ref.
Alt(m) Alt(ft) Name
Ref.

Valid from Score
02-Mar-02 8

SB-001

815 2674 The Cheviot NT 909205

SB-002

714 2343 Hedgehope Hill

SB-003

616

2021

Cushat Law

NT 928137

02-Mar-02

SB-004

602

NY 626997
NY 601809

02-Mar-02
02-Mar-02

4
4
2

Shillhope Law NT 873097

02-Mar-02

2

SB-005

518

1975 Peel Fell
1699 Sighty Crag

SB-006

501

1644

NT 943197 02-Mar-02

28

6

I

SB-007
SB-008

440
319

SB-009
SB-010

315
267

1444 Tosson 11111 NZ 004982
NU 062069
1047 Long Crag
NU
081253
1033 Ros Hill
876 Housedon Hill NT 902329

02-Mar-02
02-Mar-02

1
1

02-Mar-02
02-Mar-02

I
1

(Part of the Association Manual for England, showing the qualifying summits in the Scottish
Borders region)

other countries. It is expected that the USA
will be an early adopter.

An interesting facet of SOTA is that it is
administered entirely via the Internet.
Activators can indicate their expedition
intentions via the Internet and when they get
back, are required to upload their logs to a
server. Chasers can upload their logs
whenever they wish. On-line honour roll
listings for chasers, activators and SWLs
will be displayed in real time and because
the logs are submitted by both parties, no
QSL cards are required!

It is hoped that this programme will
encourage activity, help a few radio
amateurs to get a bit more fit by getting
them out on the hills and provide a UK
based initiative that can become worldwide
in time. No doubt, CDXC members will be
amongst those activating or working SOTA
summits!
For more information, including access to
the full programme rules, please join the
Summits reflector by sending a blank e-mail
to summits-subscribe®yahoogroups.com .
You will need to be a member of Yahoo! to
access the files area, which contains the
rules, etc. The address to go to is
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/summits/.

SOTA has a number of awards. Certificates
and plaques are awarded to recognise
achievement in the worldwide SOTA
Programme, comprising all Associations.
Certificates will be awarded for 100, 250
and 500 points. Different certificates are
awarded for Activators, Chasers and SWLs.
In addition, plaques are available as follows:

For more information on adventure radio
together with links to other sites that
encourage amateur radio in the great
outdoors, take a look at the European
Adventure Radio site,
http://www.qsl.net/ars-eu/ or the USA
equivalent at
http://www.natworld.com/ars/index.html .
Finally, the SOTA web site, which will be
operational in time for the 2nd March 2002
launch is at www.sota.org.uk .

"Mountain Goat" plaque for Activators who
attain 1000 points.
"Shack Sloth" plaque for Chasers who attain
1000 points.
"SWL" plaque for Short Wave Listeners
who attain 1000 points.
Endorsements will be issued for attachment
to the plaques for each increment of 200
beyond 1000 points.
SOTA will be launched with a number of
summits active, on 2nd March 2002. The
programme will initially operate in the UK,
but it can be easily adapted for operation in

I hope to work you from the top of some
hills in the near future!
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D68C Nevada Trophy Winners at the 2001
RSGB & IOTA HF Convention

The mass of 80m radials

The 40m. Yagi by the cliff edge, a wonderful location!

Neville G3NUG (L) presents a Nevada Trophy to John G3LAS
as winner of the UK High Power section

Victor G3JNB receives a Nevada Trophy as winner
of the UK Low Power section.

DXpedition to Swaziland 3DAODF & 3DAOFR (Page 24)

Final adjustments being made to the 80 and 160m loading
on the Titanex vertical V80E

Meeting with members of the Swazi Radio Society (L to R)
Sigi - DL7DF, Frank - DL7UFR,
Willy - 3DAOBD, Andy - 3DA1BD & Reiner - DL7KL
IG9A Contest Station (Page 48)

Dancers at the Swazi cultural village

The HF antenna farm at IG9A
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