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Kenwood's TS-870S gives you something called an Intelligent Digital Enhanced
Communications System.
Or to put it another way, you can talk to someone halfway round the world and it'll
feel like they're in the room with you.
If you've never tried a digital HF transceiver before, you won't believe just how well
the TS-870S can find a signal that's almost buried in noise. And because i t's made
by Kenwood, reliability can be taken for granted, too.
Features? High frequency DSP for post-IF signal processing, high-speed PC control,
automatic antenna tuner, a built-in K1 LogiKey for a full range of CW operations
features, 100 memory channels...and that's just a taste. Your nearest deale r has the full
specification.
Best of all, the -CS-870S gives you all this at a price that's amazing value. So you can
talk to the world without getting any interference. Even from your bank manager.
For more information on the TS-870S phone 01923 212044.
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Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and
compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.
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Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection
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Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory
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Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations
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Keys and Keyers

R A Kent
Pump kit
Pump assembled
KT1 "pro" pump
Twin paddle kit
"

" assembled

Single paddle kit
" assembled
"
EK4 iambic keyer
EK4M memo keyer
EK4 memory upgrade
Iambic keyer kit

Touch twin keyer kit

CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".
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£56.50

£69.50
£48.50
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(Ns and BNC have captive pins-mostly
Greenpar Macom)
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Logikey
K3 keyer
Superkeyer 3 kit
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Samson
ETM SQ twin paddle
ETM9C X3 keyer - with built
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ETM9C X3 fitted with Schurr
Paddles

£199.95

ETM9COG X3 keyer without
£l09.95
Paddles
NB Samson ETM9 keyers use the SK3 chip

Schurr

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).

Proti twin paddle

Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for

Portabel "midi" twin
Twin mechanism without
£74.95
Base
Twin mechanism for ETM
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Keyers (ETM5 on)
£139.95
Pump mahogany base
Spares for keys stocked and repairs undertaken

overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).
Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the Digest
Editor address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the Digest are
not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.
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CDXC GOODS

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT

The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.

PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.

KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.

RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.

REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.

PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£6.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Shaun Jarvis MOBJL
11 Chamwood Way,
Langley,
Southampton,
Hants SO45 1ZL
UK

With the surprise appearance of 3YOC

(Bouvet) on the bands during December, we
can look back on a year in which no less
than six of the top ten DXCC Entities
(BQ9P, A5, 70, E3, FR/T, 3YOC) had been
on the air. And others, like K5K, were very
much welcome here in Europe. Some
members will reflect on 2000 not so much
for the DX they worked, but for the
activities in which they participated. I think,
for instance, of the excellent M2000A effort
with which the year opened, and the success
of the IOTA 2000 program, in which CDXC
played a leading role. In these and in
everything else that happened during 2000, I
do hope that you are all able to look back on
the year as one in which you achieved your
various goals.
Looking forward, there should be plenty to
occupy us during 2001 too. In February
alone there will be six major expeditions —
D68C, PYOS, T32, YK9A, CEOXT (San
Felix) and 3D2 (Conway Reef). Hopefully
the sunspots will co-operate — this peak has
been disappointing, and the maximum may
well have been reached in December, so it
could be downhill from now on. But there is
hope — I heard both XU and T88 on 6m in
recent months, so the MUF must have been
hitting some reasonable highs, at least for a
few hours here and there!
An Editorial too far?

Changing tack, I was rather taken aback to
receive a letter from Ian G3TMA (see
Postbag) taking strong exception to my
editorial in the last issue, and resigning his
membership of CDXC.
In further correspondence (also in
"Postbag") it emerged that Ian felt I was
lauding the "big guns" of CDXC and
ignoring the newer members who would be
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only too eager to see the contents of an HF
operator's shack. Ian also felt that I should
be using my editorial space for major issues
such as changes in the rules for unattended
operation of PacketCluster nodes, and
concerns about high power operation.
Clearly I need to be more careful in my
choice of words (the last editorial was
dashed off before an unexpected business
trip abroad), but I had hoped that the
message was unambiguous. Anyone who
has been "round the block" in this game will
have come to appreciate that success in
DXing or contesting comes not from having
the latest, whizziest transceiver in the shack,
but, to quote from Ian G3KZR's letter in this
issue "the key to being a Big Gun lies more
in the antenna farm and the owner's grey
matter than the essentially boring contents
of the shack". There is also a common
assumption that for "big gun" one can
equally read "stinking rich". It's a pity if
anyone feels this way, as it removes their
motivation to improve their station. The fact
is that a second-hand tribander on a scaffold
pole, plus a 20-year old rig (TS830 or
whatever) will bring far more success on the
bands than the latest FT-1000 MkV and a
G5RV, despite the latter set-up costing
considerably more. Equally, an HF DXer
living in a small cottage in the West
Country, with a reasonable plot of land, is
likely to have far greater success at his
hobby than one who lives in a £1m
apartment in Belgravia. I do accept that a
decent antenna requires planning permission
but, again, money doesn't buy this.
However, as articles by G4OBK and others
in these pages have shown, where there is
sufficient determination, planning
permission, even if not for that 150ft
"Christmas Tree" of antennas, is usually
forthcoming in the fullness of time.

Other themes

As far as G3TMA's suggestion that the
editorial should be used to deal with matters
of concern to the HF fraternity, I couldn't
agree more! But I can only write about what
I know about. I can only say, as I do
frequently in these pages, if you know of
something that would be of interest and/or
relevance to fellow amateurs, don't assume
that others know it too. Drop me a line or,
even better, write an article on it yourself.
However, I and the other Committee
members do listen, and on the topic of
unattended packet operation we have gone
straight to the horse's mouth and asked
Peter Kirby, General Manager of the RSGB,
for a statement. This appears on p.11
though, as you will see, the matter is by no
means clear-cut.
FSDXA
Another matter which has reached our ears
is concern over the nature of relationship
between the Five Star DXers Association,
the body which is organising the D68C
expedition, and CDXC. There appear to be
worries that there is an "us and them"
situation developing, which is very much
not the case. Indeed, as I hope most of you
will have spotted, many of the UK
participants in D68C have never been on a
major DXpedition before. They simply put
themselves forward as prospective
participants when the operation was first
announced. But it may not be obvious why it
was necessary to set up a separate entity
rather than organise the DXpedition directly
under the auspices of CDXC. I therefore
asked Bob, G3PJT, as President of CDXC,
to write a piece (p.10) explaining the
background to why the two bodies exist.
Technology?
I recently worked one of our members who
was surprised I didn't have his name at my
fingertips. Of course, I could have a copy of
the membership list pinned up in my shack

(but, then, most of you haven't seen the state
of my shack!), but there's also no excuse for
my not having the membership list linked to
my logging program. I've simply been lazy
in this regard.
This got me thinking. There are probably
many ways in which we could use
technology both to bring CDXC members
closer together, but also to the benefit of the
hobby generally. The PacketCluster system
hasn't really developed for several years
now, which seems a shame as there is so
much it could have offered. Of course, there
is the Internet, and the CDXC Web site is a
valuable resource. But what else? The D68C
team will benefit from new server software
that John, G3WGV, has been developing,
and those of you working us will benefit
indirectly as we upload logs, photos and
statistics to the Internet. The team members
have also been using the Internet e-groups
facility to keep in touch during the planning
stages. I hope to get John to write some of
this up in due course, but would also
welcome suggestions or articles relating to
the ways in which we can move our hobby
forward by embracing technological
advance. As a start, we haven't even had a
recent user review of, for example, some of
the current logging or propagation
prediction programs. Any offers?
As always, I thank all of you who have
contributed to this Digest. I'm delighted to
have a plethora of input this time. Several
items are from people who haven't
contributed before, and it's also pleasing to
have the first Member Profile for several
issues. Keep up the good work!

And so to bed....

...and if ever over the forthcoming
contesting year you find yourself sitting in a
tent in a field somewhere, at 4 'o'clock in
the morning, it's raining and you are
freezing your patooties off, wondering at the
true insanity of your endeavours, try to
remember the following quote which is as
good a reason as any for doing what we
do...

So that's about it for starters in 2001 and
what a bumper edition this has been...
many, many thanks for those that took the
time and effort to contribute to the column
(award yourself a gong of your choice from
the New Years Honours, just don't tell
Ma'am, it'll be our secret) either via Don or
myself and may 1 take this opportunity to
wish you all a great contesting year ahead
and keep those articles, summaries of
contest results, questions, what's, why's and
wherefore's coming in.. your public wish to
know!

"The world is your playground. Why aren't
you playing?" - Ellie Katz

73 TU es GL in 01, Paul GOWAT

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(tnx 425 DX News for most of this)

07/02-15/02 PYOS by PY stations
08/02-28/02 D68C: Comoros Islands (AF-007)
10/02-11/02 WW RTTY WPX 0000 2400
10/02-11/02 RSGB 1.8 MHz, CW, 2100-0100
11/02-28/02 FO: OC-027, Marquesas by
DLIAWI and DLSXU
11/02-25/02 T32RD by OKDXF
17/02-18/02 ARRL Intl DX, CW, 0000 - 2400
18/02-27/02 302 Conway by YT1 AD etc.
23/02-25/02 CQ 160, SSB, 2200 - 1600
24/02-25/02 REF Contest, SSB, 0600 - 1800
24/02-25/02 UBA DX Ctstt, CW, 1300 - 1300
24/02-25/02 RSGB 7 MHz CW, 1500 - 0900
February-March Pacific Trip by I6BQI
(A35BQ, ZK2BQI, etc)
February 7Q7HB: Malawi by GOJMU
February CEOXT: San Ambrosio (SA-013) by
CE6TBN and others
03/03-04/03 ARRL Intl DX, SSB, 0000 - 2400
10/03-11/03 Commonwealth Ctst, 200 - 1200
20/03-30/03 JA6GXK, AS-056
24/03 - 25/03 CQ WW WPX SSB, 0000 - 2400

till April 3YOC: Bouvet (AN-002) by N4BQW
till February 4W6FK: East Timor by CTIFKN
till May JW3FL: Bear Is. (EU-027) by LA3FL
till 31/01 P29BI: (0C-135) by VK4EMS
till March R1ANF: South Shetlands (AN-010)
till 2001 UAOQBA: Kotelny Island (AS-028)
till Apr P4OMR Aruba (SA-036) by VE3MR
till 21/12 SI900TKM: special call (Sweden)
12/01-27/01 8Q7RR (AS-013) by IZICRR
13/01-28/01 D68BT/WL by EA3BT & EA3WL
13/01-14/01 Hunting Lions in the Air Contest
16/01-26/01 V73GJ by KA I GJ
18/01-22/01 VK6BSI: (OC-New) by VKs
18/01 W IAA/CC: special event call
20/01, 14- I8z RSGB Affiliated Societies, SSB
26/01-28/01 TDOG: special station (Guatemala)
26/1-28/1 CQ 160 Contest, CW, 2200-1600
27/01 - 10/02 FO: OC 066, Fr.Pol. by DLs
27/01 28/01 REF Contest, CW, 0600 - 1800
27/01-28/01 UBA Ctstt, SSB, 1300 - 1300
January JW3FL: Hopen Is. (EU-063) by LA3FL
06/02-16/02 AS-056 by JA6GXK:

—

-

-

Finally, please note the later deadline for the
next Digest. This is due to absence of most
of the Committee plus your editor at D68C,
and means that the next issue will appear
later than usual. We ask your forbearance,
and hope to be back on track with the May
issue. Before then, I hope to see many of
you at the Annual Dinner.
73 Don G3XTT
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down. It took about an hour to dissemble
most of the station (except for the beam and
wire antennas, which would be taken down
later). By 10.30pm we were back at the
bottom of the mountain having a quiet postContest meal, and by noon the following
day (Monday) we were already back at the
airport after our brief visit to J3 for CQWW
CW. By early Tuesday morning we were
back at a chilly Gatwick.

However, the meeting chairman caught me
as I entered the building, and I had two
hours of document editing to do! After this,
I got to the station to find that Abraham,
PBOAOK, who was also at our meeting, had
opened up and was chatting to some friends
on 20m SSB. Shortly afterwards, GOHIQ
appeared, and with two stations and three
operators, it's not acceptable to hog things.
However, I did do a couple of 'runs' on 20,
and was surprised, although I shouldn't have
been, at the poor operating standards.

Thanks to Dave G3TBK for suggesting the
idea in the first place and for liaising with
C&W to allow us to use the site and with
the J3 licensing authorities for issuing the
special J3G call. Also special thanks are due
to Marconi aerial-rigger Ian who climbed to
200ft on the mast to string up the 160m,
80m and 40m dipoles for 13G.

Me: " the SP3A go again"
"G4...." "Delta Lima Three...."
and so on.

Band QSOs for J3G during CQ WW CW
2000
160

80

40

20

286

1,167

20
794

15
828

10
2,016

Total
5,111

Because we weren't a serious entry, I'd stop
when someone in the station wanted to talk
to me or ask a question: this seemed, by the
comments, to infuriate some of the callers
even more. Sorry guys, when the meeting
chairman walks in and wants a word, I stop!
Having been on the other end of what were
really minor pile ups, I can understand why
some DXpeditions don't want to work
Europe on phone. Certainly, the old saw of
'it's better to send than receive' seems to
apply to many of them - I suppose it's
because they're only just graduating from
being 'list lizards'!

And there's more...
From Peter G3RZP

CQWW PHONE at 4U1ITU

The ITU Task Group 1/5 and Study Group 1
were meeting in Geneva, and CQ WW SSB
just happened to coincide with the weekend.
A serious entry was just not possible - I had
to prepare a document on the Saturday
morning (on Out of Band Emission limits
for the Amateur and Amateur Satellite
Services - what fun) before even thinking of
going on the air. There was also another
minor problem - since I tripped and fell
heavily when at a CEPT meeting in Hungary
a couple of years back, I've suffered with
sciatica, and sitting down for very long gets
a bit painful. So I figured on handing out the
multiplier for the deserving, and the country
on CW. I found that on I 8MHz, the pile ups
were such that it was pretty evident that the
callsign doesn't get aired on WARC band
CW very much.

Had a look around for friends, and managed
to work M6T on 80 through 10. For a break,
I went on 18MHz CW again, and the
manners are so much better. All the 18MHz
CW QSOs were QSLed while I was there.
For contest QSOs, I have copies of the logs,
and some cards, and will QSL on request.
That can be via e-mail
(peter.chadwick@ieee.org ) and I'll respond
via bureau; via bureau, or if you're
desperate, direct (G3RZP, QTHR) with
envelope and stamp/green stamp or IRC.
I don't know if I'll be back in Geneva at all,
since Task Group 1/5 has now finished.
Who knows? Still, it was fun at times, and
there's a place with good beer near the
station

On the Sunday, I arrived at the ITU building
intending to get on about 10 am local.
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG

One of the objectives of CDXC is to
"encourage excellence, particularly in
DXing". I have noticed a worrying trend in
the past year or so particularly amongst
some G3s who should know better. A rare
DX or IOTA station comes up and there is
the usual major pile up. The DX station,
hopefully working split frequency, calls for
the station with "AA" in the call. Many
ignore this request and go on calling even
though their calls are totally different to
"AA". The good DXpeditioner or DX
operator persists in calling "AA" and yet the
same stations keep on calling. Anyone who
has been on a DXpedition knows that
persistence is key. You must keep trying to
work the station "AA" until you have that
station in the log. So those calling who do
not have "AA" in their calls are merely
wasting everyone's time and causing QRM.
I gather from my CW friends that this
phenomena also happens on this mode and
many of the culprits are the same. In the UK
we find it all too easy to criticise the
southern Europeans for their operating but
are we doing a better job ourselves? So, if
that DX station calls for "AA" and your call
does not contain the letters "AA", stop
transmitting and listen. Everyone will
benefit.
IOTA 2000

As members will know, we managed the
RSGB IOTA Millennium Programme IOTA 2000. Judging by the applications that
are starting to arrive, this programme seems
to have been very popular with a significant
number of stations reaching the 900-point
gold certificate level. Thousands of
participants accessed the IOTA 2000 data on
the CDXC web pages and so far nearly 2300
stations have downloaded the data files.
Last May the 900 target looked like being a
really tough challenge but many European
groups were activated in June and July for
three premium points and as a result, the

900 target became achievable. In fact,
several achieved that target by September.
This was somewhat of a relief as it would
have been very embarrassing if the top
target had proved to be unrealistic. In the
event, I think that around 20 to 30 stations
will achieve the top award, a good result.
The only hiccup in the year arose when the
new IOTA Directory 2000 was published in
June. 65 new IOTA groups were introduced
as well as numerous boundary changes to
existing groups. This looked like being a
nightmare at one stage with the possibility
of a station being claimed under two
different IOTA numbers. The answer was
straightforward - we decided to base the
IOTA 2000 Programme on the 1998/99
IOTA Directory and to ignore the new 2000
Directory completely. I am sure that this was
the right thing to do but I notice that quite a
few have claimed contacts with the new
groups that do not qualify. We will be
issuing the IOTA 2000 certificates in March
after the D68C DXpedition. Thanks to the
sponsorship of Mike G3SED of Nevada this
whole activity has been carried out at no
cost to CDXC or the RSGB.
G3KZR's Proposal

On p.9 of this Digest you will see a proposal
by Ian Davies G3KZR. Ian proposes that we
establish 'local heroes' awards; these are
aimed at recognising home stations in rare
entities e.g. A45XR, 9M2TO, EK6GC,
9J2BO, PYOFF, T77C and so on. Stations
such as these perform a valuable service to
DX community but do it without any
sponsorship or special funding. They hand
out many thousands of contacts every year
from remote locations. The Committee is
very supportive of this approach and will be
asking for proposals as to suitable
candidates in due course
.

DXpeditions Sponsored

The club has recently made contributions to

the following DXpeditions, all of whom
have agreed to meet our usual conditions:
CEOXT (San Ambrosio), FOOWEG
(Australs), J5X/Z (Guinea-Bissau), ZD7 /
ZD8 (St. Helena and Ascension) and D68C
(Comoros). As in the case of 9MOC the
grant for D68C was agreed by a subcommittee independent of the DXpedition
team.

Operating Conditions
I have really enjoyed operating in the past
few months as the sunspot cycle reached its
maxima. I am not active on 6m but 10m has
been really excellent with some very good
openings. It has been great to work Japan
long path at around 2200z and there have
been very good long path openings to the
Pacific too. However, judging from the
spots, we are at a considerable disadvantage
in the UK compared with eastern and
southern Europe, which benefit from far
longer openings. The new C3IXR with 7
elements on 10m does a great job and the
occasional CQ when the band appears to be
dead can produce some very interesting
results. Having said this, the peak of the
cycle does not seem to be yielding the same
results as the past two/three peaks - I
wonder whether this may simply be due to a
lower level of activity generally. With long
path openings on 10m and, I gather, with
some excellent openings on 6m, we can
hardly expect better conditions.

The Storms
I gather quite a few members suffered badly
from the recent storms. I hope you will all
be back on the air very shortly. The winds
reached 75 mph at their peak here in Felden
but fortunately the antennas survived. The
C3IXR seemed to cope very well probably
because of the lack of traps and low profile.
The five Titanex verticals were a real sight
with top sections being blown over so that
they were parallel to the ground for periods
of a half-hour or more. These sections are
made of a very thin titanium alloy and it is
remarkable how resilient they are. I shall
take the masts down in the spring and have a

good look at the guy fittings and the rotators
to make sure that everything is OK.

80m Four Square
This antenna, comprising four 65 feet
Titanex verticals, was completed in late
October. It really works like a dream. It is
build around the tennis court - I had thought
that the fence wire may have some
detrimental effect but this does not appear to
be the case. The spacing is slightly less than
ideal (62 feet compared with 65 feet) but
again this seems to make little difference.
There are 60 radials under each vertical,
each at least 66 feet long, and some are in
excess of 100 feet. I was thinking at one
stage of using elevated radials; the
construction is somewhat simpler but I do
not think Trish, my XYL would have been
happy! There is a small transformer at the
base of each vertical to transform the
impedance from 25 ohms to 50 ohms. The
matching unit is a Comtek copy made in this
country and much modified by Tony,
GOOPB. We came up with a great scheme
by which I can monitor the power into the
dummy load in the shack, so it is very easy
to check that everything is working well. In
fact, at resonance, the power into the
dummy load is less than one watt. Various
pundits told me to set each vertical about
100kHz below the target frequency as the
resonant frequency of the array would
increase when all four verticals were
erected. In fact this did not happen. I set
each vertical to 3.7MHz and that was the
resonant frequency of the complete array.
It is great fun using this four-square and
checking the paths on which signals are
received. Some ZLs come in over the long
path in the morning, whereas others come in
from the north-west. Each day propagation
seems to change and it may even change
over a thirty minute period. The West Coast
of the States has been relatively easy to
work in the early mornings with good
signals from Japan in the evening and the
West Coast of the States being worked long
path at our dusk.

to arrange in Grenada, we thought that a
slightly zippier call would be more fun for
the contest. Given the provenance of the
three operators in the team J3G seemed to
be the most appropriate choice. Dave
G3TBK was successful in getting this
special contest call issued just one day
before the contest.

from different heights. There was a sloping
dipole for 160m from about 180ft up and
dipoles for both 80m and 40m from lower
levels. When we arrived at the site there
were only two additional antennas that had
to be set up. These were the A3S that Ian
had brought from the UK and the R-7000
vertical that was to be used by the spotting
station.

As already noted, this radio trip was not as
the result of any long term planning!

The outside work went well despite the
continuous torrential rain. Both the beam
and the vertical were installed by midafternoon. There was now about five hours
to go before the contest started which was to
be used for setting up the stations.

Dave's work in the Caribbean is involved
with Marconi microwave projects on behalf
of Cable & Wireless. Through the kind
offices of C&W we were given access to
their superbly located microwave station at
2,700ft on the top of Mount St Catherine,
the highest point in Grenada.

We had brought out two small Ameritron
AL-811 amplifiers. Unfortunately when we
opened the boxes we found that a number of
the valves had been smashed en route. The
chassis on one of the amps had also taken a
severe bash. However, due entirely to the
technical ingenuity of both Dave G3TBK
and Ian G3WVG, we not only started the
contest with two fully operating amps, but
both amps worked OK perfectly throughout
the whole contest.

Each member of the team arrived in
Grenada by a separate route. Dave was
already there as J3/G3TBK. Ian G3WVG
travelled out to J3 (via 8P) on the Thursday
before the contest bringing with him two
rigs, two linears and an HF beam. Ian's
check-in weight was in excess of 120kg.
Nigel G3TXF. who had been on holiday for
a week in Martinique (and had logged some
7,000 QSOs as FM/G3TXF), met up with
G3WVG in Barbados for the last leg of the
journey to Grenada.

J3G operated CQWW CW in the MultiSingle category, i.e. with one station being
the 'run' station and the other working as
the 'mule station. The main rigs were two
TS570D's. We also had a third rig (IC706
MkII) which was used as a second receiver
on the 'mult' station. This allowed two
operators to be searching for mults on the
same band at the same time. This was found
to be an effective way of mult hunting.

One particularly nice thing about operating
CQWW from the Caribbean is that the
contest starts at the relatively civilised time
of 8pm on Friday evening and finishes at
8pm on Sunday evening. The journey from
the hotel to the site at the top of the
mountain took about 90 minutes. We drove
up to the site for the first and only time midmorning on the Friday. Although the
unmanned C&W microwave station was an
excellent radio site, it was no five-star hotel!
We did the shopping for all our provisions
for the contest (mainly water, biscuits and
chocolate) before setting off on the drive up
to the mountain top QTH.

Ian G3WVG had succeeded in getting three
laptops to link up so that both mult station
operators could check for mulls
independently as they were sweeping the
band. Although we were operating within a
relatively confined space (the station's small
kitchen, in fact!) there were no RF
interaction problems between the stations
(although a full set of Dunestar filters had
been brought along, just in case).

The centre point of the C&W site was a
huge 200ft mast covered with numerous
microwave dishes. Dave had already
arranged for three wire antennas to be strung

48 hours and 5,100 QSOs later the contest
finished at 8pm on Sunday, and J3G closed
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capability allows you to CQ more, do not
fall into the trap of endless CQing rather
than ringing the changes such as changing
the band or turning the beam.

year after year (and decade after
decade)... so please have a go yourself, you
certainly don't have to be God's gift to CW
to take part (most contacts are not made at
breakneck speed), so give it a go...you might
like it.

Never be too proud to ask a VE3 (or anyone
else!) to QSY although it may only be for
five points. G3PJT was mightily impressed
in the 1994 contest when I called him on
15m when he was G3PJTNP9 and asked for
a sked at 1145z on 10m. We made the QSO
on skew path for 25 points each. The sked
was a good guess on my part, not a certainty
by any means. I like to think that I did
exactly what G3FXB would have done. It's
moments like that which make BERU so
very special.

A dispatch from the Numero Uno Dit-Dah
Fest

Nigel G3TXF takes the helm...

J3G — CQWW CW from Grenada

Some radio-trips take place after many
months or even years of detailed planning.
Others just seem to happen more-or-less on
the spur of the moment. Such was the case
with the CQWW CW operation from J3G in
Grenada by G3TBK, G3TXF and G3WVG.

I think this excerpt by Dave from Bob's
(G3PJT) excellent book 'Reflections in a
Rosebowl' gives a true sense of the flavour
and history of the contest..just look at some
of those callsigns, so many of which are
now sadly SK...1 was a hit late in the game
to have met or worked Al G3FXB but I did
work Peter ZL3GQ on quite a few
occasions...1 well remember stumbling
through asking him to QSY from 40m to
80m (the first time I had asked a Mult to
move on CW...quite a nerve wracking
procedure for the young Morse neophyte to
undertake...there's just so much to go
wrong! ...time, frequency...you name it, I've
cocked it up!), which he graciously did even
though it turned out that the band was not
properly open and although there was
something there it was too faint for my duff
hearing to confirm as a 'good' contact...1
also remember whilst virtually asleep on the
keyboard, finger stuck in repeat mode on
Fl, at about 2 o'clock in the morning in last
year's contest ,being called (being called!)
by an 521...1 was so shocked that, like Dave
above, it was only afterwards that I realised
that I should have asked him to QSY as
well....experience, as ever, shows.

In late October Ian G3WVG and Nigel
G3TXF were toying with the idea of taking
part in CQWW CW from some suitable
Caribbean location. First on the , list of
possible places was Montserrat VP2M. As
with all radio-trip planning there are two key
sources of research data: the OH2AQ DXCluster Database to see who has been
operating from the place recently and the
Internet to find out about the country in
general and about ham operating locations
in particular.
During recent months CDXC member Dave
G3TBK has been particularly active from
several Caribbean locations, including
VP2MDC from Montserrat. So Dave
G3TBK was top of our list of people to call
in order to ask "where would you suggest
operating from on VP2M for CQWW CW?"
The reply was somewhat unexpected: "I
can't suggest anywhere that'd be any good
on VP2M but how about doing it from the
top of the highest mountain on J3 Grenada?"
We didn't think twice. Goodbye VP2M,
hello J3!
Now that we'd located a site, the other two
main items on the agenda were callsign and
equipment. Although Dave was active as
J3/G3TBK and J3/home-call is easy enough

It's moments like this that make people
come back to the Commonwealth Contest
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One aspect of 80m SSB DXing does
concern me. There are relatively few DX
stations on 80m compared with the HF
bands and a large number of Europeans
want to contact these stations. Many of the
Europeans do not have four squares or
similar gain antennas. But, when the rare
DX appears, the same group of a dozen or
so with their powerful stations make contact
with the same DX stations day after day. I
am sure once a week or even once a month
is enough — why not let everyone have a
shot!
The Comoros - D68C

A story of English workmanship appears
elsewhere in this Digest (see page 39) By
the time this Digest reaches you, the D68C
container will be in Moroni, the capital of
the Comoros. The team spent six week-ends
building antennas and packing the container.
Around 31/2 tonnes of equipment has been
shipped and we are all set to go. Over 20
CDXC members are involved in the
operating team, the majority of whom have

not been on a major DXpedition before.
There are a further six CDXC members in
the support team. We hope that this
DXpedition will enhance the profile of both
CDXC and of UK amateur radio generally.
In order to encourage all those with HF kit
to make contact, we have written an article
for February RadCom entitled "Working
D68C - a 'How To' Guide". As a result we
hope to introduce more UK amateurs to the
thrill of DXing. There will also be 15
trophies - the Nevada Comoros Trophies for those who work D68C on the highest
number of bands and modes. There will be
three categories - high power, low power
and club. Full details are set out in page 7 of
this Digest.
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and I
wish all members a very happy and
prosperous New Year. Now to the Big One!
Hear about it at the Annual Dinner on 17th
March 2001 at the Waterloo Hotel in
Crowthorne, Berks.

Presidents Patter
Bob Whelan G3PJT
What's your challenge for 2001?

Hasn't the development of global tourism
changed the whole face of DXpeditions?
I'm thinking not only of the places you can
get to, but the fact that your modest local
travel agent can arrange it for you and you
can DIY if you are au fait with Internet
shopping. There is even a magazine devoted
solely to holidays on islands. And, thanks to
many more casual, small scale DXpeditions,
CEPT, laptops and mobile phones, officials
and hotel managers have become more
relaxed about licensing, odd lumps of
electronics in hand baggage, import-export
permits, antennas on the beach and all the
other paraphernalia. Some of them see it as
a way to make a fast few dollars,
unfortunately, but put that down to market
forces. All this means that it is never too

early to plan your first DXpedition. How
about that for a challenge in 2001? Most
DXpeditioners started off small and,
modestly, I went to EA6 and some of the
French IOTA islands. As for the
experienced DXpeditioner you need to be
using your expertise on the entities which
are inaccessible either politically or
geographically as your real challenge.
Of course technology helps, not only have
the big 3 produced a new generation of
DXpedition-friendly radios but there have
been two innovations which I think have
changed things above all others. I refer here
to the switched mode power supply and the
understanding of enhanced vertical antenna
performance from seashores. Both of these
break the performance—weight barrier for
the would-he DXpeditioner, especially if he

or she is flying from a European airport.
However, back at home, these innovations
also change the nature of the challenge to
DXers. Let's face it, it really is not much of
a challenge to work a well-found large scale
DXpedition with experienced operators who
are familiar with propagation, especially if
you wait until the initial feeding frenzy has
died down and look on the WARC bands.
Working the new generation of smaller
DXpeditioners can be much more
challenging and quite a bit of fun. It can also
be somewhat frustrating!
So I think the nature of the challenges in
DXing has changed. And surely the
classification of DXers into 'big guns' or
'little pistols' is far too simplistic, being

based as it is, on the size of your amplifier
and antennas. A better way would be to take
account of the size of the DX challenge you
have set yourself. After all, the QRPer who
has set a personal challenge to work DXCC
has accepted a much tougher task than the
QRO, tall towers, big antenna station. Who
do you think should be viewed as the big
gun and who the little pistol?
And following the same line of thought,
what do you think should be the sort of
DXpeditions CDXC should be encouraging
and supporting?
I look forward to your comments but above
all please be active in 2001.
A Happy and Healthy New Year to all of
you!

Secretary's Update
Shaun MOBJL

A very warm welcome to the following new members:
Cali

Worked

Name

Location

RS 177720
GM4EMX
MWOBBU

184
116
189

Gareth Brodiak
Kit Hall
Steve Lloyd

Lanes
Aberdeen
Pembs

PenaIlt Trophy
The PenaIlt Trophy, in memory of Allan Phillips, GWOBIC, is awarded to the CDXC member
who works the most DXCC entities on the 1.8, 3.5 and 7 MHz bands during the calendar month
of January each year. Each DXCC entity is counted once only, regardless of how many bands or
how many modes that entity is worked on. No QSL cards are required, but in the event of a
dispute the CDXC Committee may request a photocopy or printout of the applicant's logs. There
is no minimum number of entities worked in order to qualify. All CDXC members are
encouraged to submit a list of all DXCC entities they have worked on the three low bands'
during the month of January.
Also the Tindle Cup will be awarded to the runner-up.
Send a list containing: DXCC entity, Cal!sign, Date, Time, Band and Mode to Ian Capon
GOKRL (gOkrl@arrl.net ), by 28 February. Please list each DXCC entity only once.

Hi Paul, Don't forget a big plug for this
years Commonwealth Contest 2001, 70
years since the first one in 1931. We are
hoping for a big ZL turnout as I am giving 3
talks before the contest to the main ZL
DXers and contesters.

Sunday morning. ZLs appear first but you
must break off at 06.20 for 20 minutes on
80m and expect to work ZL3GQ and a
handful of others. Tired after little or no
sleep you must judge how long to stay on
40m, as I keep making the mistake of going
to 20m just a little bit too late and missing
the long path there. Be guided by the bonus
count and once you have three VK2, 3 and 4
in the bag on 40m (some hope!) it may be
time to go to 20rn or you risk missing the
welcome surprise of VK7 or 8.

March 10th and Ilth, 1200Z to 1200Z 2001
73 and thanks, Bob G3PJT

I must admit to having a very soft spot for
the Commonwealth contest... it has
enthralled me ever since 1 took part in the
65th Anniversary Contest a few years
back...lt is not a rate contest, but it is one
where skill will always win over might... it
has a real sense of history about it, if it can
be said without gaining entrance to pseuds
corner, it has a very special atmosphere
unlike any of the year' s other contests.

Keep the beam moving: I usually seem to
miss Z23J0 on 20m probably because I am
too busy trying to decide whether to beam
VE or short path VK, and forget to beam
south at all. This is fatal now that ZS is in
the contest (hopefully in greater numbers as
time goes on). On 10m and 15m the beam is
more often south, especially when the
sunspots are low, and remember that VE
may be workable on skew path beaming
over South America.

l have found that it really stretches one's
abilities looking for those elusive countries
(after all, to the G, virtually all the eligible
countries in this one are DX), working out
the propagation openings and looking for
those weird paths to PrIlung places.. trying
to move a multiplier onto another band or
skedding a contact on 80m at some unholy
hour of the night... it certainly is a
challenge and it's all the better for that.

In the good old days when we had sunspots I
remember coming across a pair of 4S7s
ragchewing on 20m at about 3 o'clock in the
morning, and got them both. If I had been
G3FXB I would have asked them to QSY to
40.
In 1995 I checked 80m extra early and was
rewarded with VK2BJ in the log at 1738z.
More usually, VK may be workable from
about 1930z, and 1993 was particularly
good, yielding 8 of them plus S2I and 9.12 in
just 40 minutes...those were the days.

For those of you in G land I am reprinting
some of Dave G4BUO's comments about
trying to win the Commonwealth Contest
from G (apologies to our overseas
readers)... Mr.Lawley over to you....

Even with a small garden I am convinced
that a second receive capability can be put
together, especially if you don't use a
synthesised rig. Homebrew or commercial
bandpass filter on transmit and receive will
allow antenna separation of only a few feet
and give more flexibility than dual-receive
rigs, since you can listen on any of 4 bands
while transmitting on the 5th. If you can
achieve antenna separation of at least 200
feet, then listening in-band becomes
feasible. BERU is a slow (but fascinating)
contest and, although simultaneous receive

How to win from G, by Dave G4BUO

Move to Canada is the flip answer, but
VE3EJ's skill and superb antenna farm on
18 quiet acres combined with plenty of VE
bonuses available on all bands have more to
do with it. My first UK win was with a 3
element tribander at 40ft and wire antennas,
the more important ingredient being years of
experience gained while trailing in behind
G3FXB, G3MXJ and others.
Several constants become ingrained: mainly
on the 40m long path opening to VK/ZL on
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contentious issue if it comes to discussing
whether or not you adhere to contest rules !

WPX, ARRL DX, IARU Champs, IOTA,
WAE DX, CQWW, ARRL 1.8 DX, ARRL
10m DX, CQWW RTTY, BARTG RTTY,
ARRL RTTY Roundup, CQ WPX RTTY
and WAE RTTY.

So I think all I can add to the above is, like
all in life, let your conscience be your guide
on this matter...personally I suppose the odd
snapping up of a Mutt is not going to bring
the end of civilisation as we know it, but
sitting and CQing in the CW portion in a
phone contest (or SSB in a CW test) is not
particularly good form OM...in my
opinion...I hope this helps Alex, does
anyone have any other points they would
like to share with the readership on this
matter?

"Many thanks, 73 Ian GOKRL"

I think it should be mentioned that the
CDXC call is MOCDX and the Club's
Contest Call is MOC (MMOC, MJOC, MIOC
or whatever...) and applications to use the
call in any of the contests Ian lists should be
made in the first instance to
G3NUG...please bear in mind that the user
of the call will have to supply a copy of the
log to Neville (as he is the licence holder) as
well as provide and deal with the resulting
QSLs from the operation...So what are you
waiting for! It's a great call so start
bandying it about the hands...

As a rejoinder to the above discussion I see
that since the CQWWs there have been a
number of 'Contests are the devil's own
work' letters in RadCom and the like and I
would like to know what as active contesters
you are doing to counter this bad press...
please write and let me know, so I can pass
on the tips to enable us all to fight the good
tight, as Fred K3ZO says 'We should be
proud to be contesters' ...I personally have
done quite a few talks to local clubs trying
to whip up a bit of enthusiasm and get them
to participate and share the
enthusiasm...and to this end my
contribution to the discussion will be an
article in the next issue outlining what you
might do/say to present a Contesting Talk to
your Club...Oh can't wait! I hear the
tumultuous cries of the assembled brethren.

CDXC 'LOCAL HEROES' AWARD
Ian Davies, G3KZR
(Ian proposed to the CDXC Committee a "Local Heroes" award, to recognise those living in
rare spots who help us to work a "new one". The Committee is keen to do develop this, and
asked Ian to draft some guidelines which appear below. These are purely suggestions at this
stage. Your reactions are welcomed — please respond a.s.a.p. to Ian or a Committee member, so
that a definitive set of rules can be developed and the program can get underway — ed.)

PURPOSE
To recognise the contribution made to the
amateur radio DXing fraternity by individuals
resident in rarer countries who:
•
•
•

Regularly appear on the bands and run pileups efficiently and uncomplainingly.
QSL reliably without special demands other
than requiring coverage of postage costs.
Do not discriminate unfairly between
countries they will work (except in contests
or at specific times when difficult paths are
open)

PREFERENCES
Wot no free holiday!
A hit of radio history floats and fades into

the ether...and now no chance of me
winning it even if I did have the talent...

•
•

•
•

VOTING PROCEDURE
•

Preference should be given to stations which:
•
•

Provide activity over a wide range of bands
and modes.
Are QRV throughout the year and not in
short bursts

•

Points to discuss:
"The Radio Society of Bermuda would
appreciate it if you could let your
contesters/members know that the Bermuda
Contest, normally held on the third weekend of March each year, will NOT be held
next year. Participation has declined to such
an extent, despite the great prize, that we
feel we cannot justify the cost to our
Tourism Dept. We thank all our regular
contesters and will advise in due course the
replacement contest being worked on by our
committee. Thank you for passing on this
information for us, Regards, Rose Spershott
VP9LP."

CDXC Contest call
An e-,tail wended its way to me with a
salutary reminder when planning next
year's contests....

"Hi Paul, At today's committee meeting
mention was made of the CDXC contest call
and its use, or lack of! Would it be possible
for you to include in your contest pages
mention of the contests that the call may be
used in, and also that any member may
apply to use it.

•
•

NATURE OF THE AWARD
The top three nominees will be sent a certificate
and the leading nominee will be awarded 10,000
QSL cards sponsored and supplied by CDXC.

(Note: This is to promote CDXC and the QSLs
would do a good job in this respect)

CONDITIONS

•
And, talking of history, it doesn't come with
more attached to it than...The

Commonwealth Contest 2001

"I'm sure you know, but the HF contests the
call may be used in are: CQWW 160, CQ

El Presidentae! takes up the story...

Brownie points for having lent their station
to visiting amateurs?
Brownie points for QSLing by the bureau
(many find this expensive because of poor
bureau support — even the VKs groan at
this)?

•

the activity. This may exclude gifts of
equipment and free QSL cards from an
advertising source.
One vote per licensed amateur.
Attempts to use techniques to distort the
vote,
if
spotted,
may
result
in
disqualification of the votes or the nominee
for that year.
A station can be nominated in subsequent
years
The decision of the CDXC committee is
final.

Licensed amateur radio station operators
from any country can nominate annually
through the medium of the CDXC web site
their choice for the Local Hero of the Year.
Up to three can be nominated in preference
order.
SWLs may vote if they have either a
registered number with their national
society or are members of CDXC.

Discussion point:
•

There may be some opinion that the vote
should be limited to members

I am in favour of making this world wide via the
web site rather than restricted to CDXC
members as it maximizes the publicity for
CDXC.
An alternative and complicating way of
approaching this is that we have a world wide
opinion poll and then CDXC members vote on,
say, the top ten. I think this will bias the result a
bit and it will be seen as parochial by the world
at large and I do not favour it.

The owner and main operator of the station
has been resident in the DXCC entity for

AWARD PROCESS

more than one year at the time the annual
vote commences.
The owner of the station is not receiving
regular sponsorship or payments to provide

The award ceremony could be held at the HF
Convention but, as this is not a CDXC event,
and most of the recipients of an award would
not be able to attend, I do not believe it is

critical.
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If we are going to maximize the publicity via
the Web and the Web-based bulletins we can
make the whole thing a Web event. In which
case we should conduct the vote in Jan and Feb
annually.

vote and the announcement of the awards for
the year — say April.

PUBLICITY
The marketing team should see this as part of
their programme.

The important issue is to ensure that not too
much time elapses between the period of the

15
12
10

1726
1170
883

29
23
24

85
78
63

ALL

8031

159

495

temptation and worked some of them and
then immediately regretted it. Do UK DXers
(and I presume contesters) generally think
this is acceptable? Do the organisers of
CQWW condone this? If I don't do it am I
losing out?'

I spent a total of 93 hours on air (including
the contest). During the 12 days I contacted
133 countries in 35 CQ Zones. I worked
5,464 unique calls in 2000 (68%).

Well as (I think rather unfortunately) I have
not received comment from anyone else on
this I can only give you my opinion and I
will preface it by admitting that 1 live in a
greenhouse and will not be throwing
stones!...

CDXC, FSDXA and use of CDXC Name and Logo
Bob Whelan, G3PJT
Vibrant DX clubs like CDXC provide the
environment for like-minded people to get
together to mount DXpeditions large and
small. So why is it necessary to create
formal sub groups around some of the
bigger DXpeditions such as the proposed
D68C operation by the FSDXA? One major
reason is the sheer size of the commitments
to third parties which have to be made and
the implications that has for CDXC itself. If
you are making commitments for shipping,
for airline seats, for hotels and for the
myriad of other expenses of a major
undertaking, it is very important to
understand that that brings with it liabilities.
These have to be accepted by the host
organisation in whose name these
commitments are made. These liabilities
come into sharper focus when things go
wrong. Now clearly these sort of liabilities,
potentially at least running into many
thousands of pounds, can't be borne by
CDXC even though the DXpedition team
may all be CDXC members. The liabilities
have to be borne either directly by the
individuals concerned or by an organisation
set up by those individuals to act as an
umbrella for their DXpedition
commitments, hence FSDXA. In order to
maintain the right distance between CDXC
and groups like FSDXA your committee is
insisting that the CDXC name and logo will
have to be used with care.

far. FSDXA (a somewhat tongue-in-cheek
name, from the fact that G3NUG refuses to
visit uninhabited atolls with lack of sanitary
and gourmet facilities!) is by no means an
exclusive group, and has been happy to
consider applications from a broad range of
potential participants for the forthcoming
D68C operation. Of necessity these will not
all be CDXC members, as there is a desire
to have a truly international group of
operators. However, UK team members will
be from the ranks or CDXC or, if not, then
encouraged most strongly to join CDXC.
FSDXA has one simple aim, "to organise
and undertake expeditions", no more, no
less.
In time it is possible that the FSDXA
framework will set a precedent for other,
similar spin-offs, for example a contest
group, or an IOTA group, where the same
considerations apply. None of us has a
monopoly on good ideas! At least one,
previously successful contest group fell
apart at the seams simply because no such
formal structure had been put in place and
there was a disagreement between members
when one left and demanded "his share" of
the assets.
Hopefully this short piece will set the record
straight, where any concerns or
misunderstandings may have arisen.
However, if you still have questions or
concerns, then please address them to a
member of the CDXC Committee.

This system seems to be working well so
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All QSOs by band and countries 1988 2000
BANDS
160
80
40
30
20
17
15
12

QSOS

It is to some degree a fact of life in some
contests, that due to our paltry allocation,
we cannot work stateside simplex on
40m...unless of course you use CW ...we
have all I am sure succumbed to the
temptation to work the odd Stateside Mult
working split, even though strictly speaking
we are breaking the bandplans and thus our
licensing regulations which direct us to
respect the bandplans...I think, though, that
it is fair to say that any major breaking of
the bandplans really only occurs in the
CQWW Phone and CW contest...1 have
heard European SSB stations planted at the
bottom end of the CW portion and I have
also heard CW up to about 7.070...so from
a mode point of view it cuts both ways..I
would say though, to those that bemoan
such occurrences, that you don't (to my
knowledge) find this on the very many other
contests which occur throughout the year.

CTRYS

10

4354
8236
14287
5497
22786
5091
15609
3584
9195

104
183
133
186
122
157

ALL

88639

1195

67

102

141

Further information plus photos can be

found on my web pages, which will be
updated during 2001. I will keep them active
for a year or two yet.
(Keep an eye on my web page for a new email address early 2001)

http://www.topcities.com/Personal/g4uol/

Therefore 1 don't think that a little bit of
minor infringement really causes that much
of a problem to anyone...however strictly
speaking it is against your licence
regulations (in UK, I believe I'm correct in
saying, bandplans remain voluntary, not
part of the licence — ed.) and also (vis-a-vis
CQWW Committee condoning such
actions) against the rules of the contest as,
without stating them verbatim, the rules
stipulate that the licensing conditions of the
country from which you are taking part in
the contest, are to be adhered to..this applies
to bandplans as well as other factors such as
power output etc...etc...now there is a

I hope to visit the island again in 2002 - -in
the summer!

The Great Debate
In last November's Digest Alex G3ZBE
posed the question to the contest column
`As a relatively new HF DXer , I would be
interested to hear what others think of the
practice I heard in the CQWW Phone
contest where American phone operators
were soliciting contacts in the European CW
section of 40 metres, e.g. "CQ Contest,
listening 7.001". I admit I yielded to
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highlight was a guided tour of the bridge for
our group. We arrived at Uig early in the
afternoon and all headed off on the long
journey south. We would like to thank
Caledonian Macbrayne Ltd, the Scottish
Youth Hostel Association, the community
school on Benbecula and, most of all,
Derek's family, Karen, Vivienne and
Yvonne for letting us take over their home.

most QSOs were made during daylight
hours and also I did not want to push myself
(health wise), so kept the long stints to a
minimum.
Conditions on the bands were not as good as
1999. The LF bands were totally wiped out
most evenings due to both the antenna and
weather conditions (storms etc). The bands
between 10MHz and 24 MHz were in
reasonable shape and plenty of stations were
contacted, but 10m was disappointing. Most
of the USA signals never pushed the S meter
above S7 or so, compared to 20db over S9
in 1999!

THE OPERATORSBrian GMOEGI, Bob GM4VWV, Phil
GMOLIR, Tom
MMOBHX., Craig
MMOBUL, lain GMOOQV, Derek
GMOEEY, John MOXFK, Kenny
GM I MMK, Gordon GM7VYR.

The weather again this year was in
command both in terms of radio conditions,
and the ferry crossing. My return trip will
never be forgotten as the 3 and half hour
normal crossing extended to 4 and half
hours with gale force 8 winds and very
rough seas.

OUR WEB SITE —
www.qsl.netimmObhx/gm0b/new-pagelindex .htm
Steve G4UOL (GD4UOL)
Steve has been a regular feature of CQWW
CW from GD land for quite a while now and
has given GD to many a DXer and contester
over the years...but all good things come to
an end and I am sure you will join me in
giving Steve a hearty 'thanks for the Malt
OM'... Steve takes up the story...

In spite of all the obstacles this year, 1 made
over 8,000 CW QSOs in 133 countries. I
made a decision that this would be my last
operation as GD4UOL as most of my
objectives had been met and after over
88,000 CW QSOs since 1988 plenty of new
band/countries had been made for lots of
radio hams around the globe.

Here is a summary of my GD4UOL trips
1988 to 2000. The Nov 2000 trip was my
final one. I may come over to GD again in
the future to operate, but not in November
(or not for some time to come!). The main
reason being that most of my original
objectives have been met, to achieve 9 band
DXCC (okay so 1 got 8 band!!).

During my final trip operating from
GD4UOL, I spent the majority of my time
on the WARC bands, achieving a high
number of QSOs and hopefully providing
plenty of new band/countries. Conditions on
10m were disappointing and due to poor
antenna performance on the LF bands only a
minimal amount of QSOs were made.

The 13th DXpedition was almost cancelled
due to several factors. There was due to be a
petrol crisis in the UK the week I was due to
travel the 300 miles to Heysham to get the
ferry. Luckily that didn't occur. Also I had
two major operations and was unsure until
the last minute whether I would be fit
enough. As things turned out I was okay,
although the number of hours on air were
quite reduced by two factors. The LF
antenna was not working well on 80m or
40m and only marginally on 160m, hence

2000 trip.
BANDS
160
80
40
30
20
17
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QSOs
66
4
276
546
1957
1403

ZONES
4
2
8
11
29
29

CTRYS
19
3
37
49
89
72

OBITUARY

-

Alan Mills, EA7BA (GW3NNF)

(by Geoff Mills, G3EDM, VK3EDM)

Alan died 21st November 2000 when fatally
injured riding his motorbike near his home
in Vera, southeast Spain. He was run down
by a 19 year-old car driver who came out of
a side road and who did not give way. Alan
was 68 and in good health.

contests and had been the top operator for
Spain a number of times.
He was well known for his hospitality to
hams visiting his homes in Spain and
Anglesey and many a ham visiting Australia
was able to get messages QSPed when
northern Europe was without propagation.
He ran the GB3SIX, 6m beacon beamed on
North America when in Anglesey.

The tragic loss has been felt by the
worldwide HF DX fraternity in Australia,
New Zealand and the USA in particular. He
was active throughout the whole of the last
sunspot cycle, as EA7BA, on 20, 10 and 6m.
And, in fact, on all HF bands. Being the
southernmost active DXer in Europe he had
a unique QTH for working stations in the
southern hemisphere. His QTH was some
1000 miles to the south of the UK and so the
propagation path to VK opened earlier than
in the UK. His daily routine was to appear
on 14153 kHz. If Australians wanted to
know whether 20m was open they simply
had to tune to 14135 kHz and beam
longpath as the sun rose over Spain.

He retired from the electricity industry
where he had been an engineer with both
electrical and mechanical qualifications and
charge-engineer at nuclear power stations.
His eldest son, Keith (VP8ALL), was
decorated by the Queen for services in South
Georgia and the Falklands some ten years
previously.
Prior to retiring to Spain ten years ago he
had designed a unique duo-band Yagi to
withstand the over 100 mph gales on
Anglesey to which some of his earlier
commercial Yagis had succumbed to metal
fatigue. He did this by building the traps
inside the tubing of the elements so they had
no wind resistance and no visibility; the only
give-away being the additional gamma
match.

As his brother we had some rivalry in our
tallies of different VK cal lsigns worked over
the years. Close on 2500 different VK
stations being logged by him; and many of
these he had worked time and again over
periods of up to 30 years. He also entered

Obituary

—

Derek Ritson, G5RI

By Ian Trusson, G3RVM
(while not a CDXC member, G5RI was well-known to many of our older members)

I was sad to hear of the recent death of my
good friend, Frederick James Utrick Ritson,
G5RI, on 3 I st August 2000 at age 83.
Derek, to use his preferred name on the
radio, had a very distinguished professional
and academic career in electronic
engineering research. He had been a radio
amateur from the early days of the hobby
and had excelled in the BERU contest. He
enjoyed the countryside and was a keen and
accomplished gardener.

research and development of air-to-air radar
at the Royal Radar Establishment, Malvern,
under FC Williams, famous for research into
electronic circuits for early analogue
systems and digital computers.
Derek was a distinguished member of the
Institution of Electrical Engineers, obtaining
his AMIEE in 1939, MIEE in 1946 and
FIEE in 1957.
I personally first met Derek in 1962, when
he was a Senior Reader at Newcastle

During WW2, Derek worked on pioneering
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buying the very latest radio with all the
latest bells and whistles. He never saw any
reason to use an electronic bug key , sticking
to a mechanical bug. He had absolutely no
interest in using SSB. CW only was fine for
him.

University and I was a young student
studying for a BSc in Electrical and
Electronic Engineering with my brand new
G3 callsign. I remember we had to choose a
subject for our final-year thesis and a tutor
to supervise our work. As radio amateurs,
both I and G3OSW thought Derek would be
the best choice of tutor. In fact he was an
excellent choice. He knew how to organise
his time with super efficiency and he gave
all the assistance and support we needed.
Also, he supported the Newcastle University
amateur radio club. I remember he gave a
lecture to the radio club on HF aerials
demonstrating the radiation patterns of
dipoles, verticals, V-beams, rhombics,
quads and Yagis in both the vertical and
horizontal planes using scaled miniature
aerials driven from a microwave source. At
that time he had been giving his aerials
lecture for many years. I believe G6CJ did a
very similar lecture but who did it first I do
not know?

He had an aversion for computers in
amateur radio believing them to be a
distraction. There was always the
contradiction between a man who
professionally worked at the forefront of
technology but who was happy to continue
to use very old, but effective, technology for
his hobby. This contradiction was reinforced
by his continuing to wear plus-four suits
when such attire was long out of the
fashion!
His radio station filled the whole of his attic
at his house in Hexham and was an amazing
museum of amateur radio because he never
threw anything away and continued to use
transmitters which he built in the very early
days. I remember big glowing valves the
shape of light bulbs in floor standing racks
and mains transformers too heavy to lift.

After I finished my BSc course at Newcastle
University he helped me find my first job
working for one of his previous doctorate
students at Plessey's Allen Clarke Research
Centre, Towcester. He remained my tutor
for two more years while I studied for an
external MSc degree by thesis while
working at Plessey. I would travel to
Newcastle for a meeting with him and he
travelled all the way to Birmingham to be
present when I had my final interview with
an external examiner.

He was passionate about the BERU contest.
If you look in the RSGB 'Reflections in a
Rosebowl' book by G3PJT his achievements
are well documented and illustrated. He was
the leading G for eight years in 53, 54, 55,
56, 57, 58, 60 and 67. There is a photo of
him taken about five years ago on the back
cover of the book and further information on
his activities on p.87/88. A photo of one of
his home-made, dust-covered transmitter of
the 1930s, still in perfect working order, is
shown on p.19 although he did use a slightly
more modern Labgear LG300 with an HRO
receiver during some of his later BERU
successes. Most of his BERU activity predates my knowing him, although I do
remember he was not entirely at his best
when he turned up to give an electronics
lecture at the University on the Monday
morning following a BERU contest! He was
too principled a man to take a day off work!

Derek viewed amateur radio very much as a
competitive activity. To work the best DX
and get though the 'pile-ups' he chose to
construct competitive aerials to radiate his
signal in the desired direction and at the
right vertical angle for the DX he wanted to
work. At different times he had a rhombic
with 250 ft per leg, a v-beam, a quad, a 6element triband Yagi and a quarter-wave
vertical on 80 metres. His transmitters
tended to be old and basic. As long as they
produced plenty of power, were stable and
had a decent CW note that was all that was
important. He had no interest at all in

He was also keen on weekly CW 'skeds'
with friends. After I moved south, I used to
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beam. Phil, Kenny and I decided to cut the
top band dipole down to make it into a 20
metre dipole, so for the last 12 hours or so
we operated 20 metres using a dipole which
was only about 15 feet above the ground.
We continued to do our best with our
limited antennas and by the end of the
contest we had worked nearly 5000 QSOs.
The end of the contest came around and we
all went to bed. The following morning
Derek had to be back at work in the
community school, where he is teaching, so
the rest of us stripped out the stations and
started to dismantle the remaining antennas,
whilst we were doing this Charlie the local
postman came round and asked how we had
done in the contest, I am always amazed
how non amateurs take an interest in things,
Derek had said that the teachers and pupils
at the school were also keen to find out how
we had got on. The weather on the Monday
after the contest was great, Sunny, no wind
and quite warm, a complete contrast from
only 24 hours before. We got all the
antennas down and packed all the gear and
then had lunch. We were staying one more
night on the island so we decided to go and
have a look at the beach and lain thought
that he would like to work mobile, so we
drove to the cliffs overlooking the Monach
islands and attached my Chelcom vertical,
which is about 24 foot long, to the top of
Kenny's range Rover and lain worked some
contacts using an (corn 706 in the car.

Everything went to plan for the first 24
hours, the home-made 40 metre array and
the 80 metre vertical worked better than
expected, the QTH that we were operating
from was on a peat bog and only about 800
yards from the west coast of the island.
There was nothing between us and the
States except salt water. The 15 and 20
metre runs were amazing.
As the first day progressed it started to get
windy. The antennas were still working well
and Phil and Craig were running pile-ups on
40 metres and 80 metres into the early hours
of Sunday morning. I had gone to bed about
midnight as I had had about 2 hours sleep
since the Friday morning. When I awoke
about 8:00 I noticed that the room was
empty, everyone else was up, it was then
that I realised that it was very windy, I got
up and went through to the kitchen to talk to
some of the others. I looked out of the
window and could not believe the
devastation. The 80 metre vertical was gone,
it had come down about 3:00 am whilst
Craig was working the States, the 13 metre
mast supporting the topband dipole had
snapped and the wires and guy ropes were
everywhere, the 40 metre Windom was
down. The 40 metre array and the three
beams were all still standing, although the
10 metre beam looked as if it was set for
satellite working. What we needed was a
damage repair party. We left a couple of ops
running 40 metres and 20 metres whilst the
rest of us went out to sort the problem. I was
particularly sorry that my 80 metre vertical
had snapped, as Phil had said it was working
really well and I was looking forward to
working with it later that night, in fact I
never got to use it at all during the contest,
but next year the Mark 2 version will be
there and this one will be storm proof. In the
middle of the night we had taken the full
force of 100mph winds from the South West
and we later discovered that the whole
country had been hit by gales and that a lot
of flooding had taken place throughout
Europe.

Later that evening Derek's wife and
daughters returned from the mainland where
the had been staying whilst we took over
their house. We all went out for dinner that
night to celebrate our first attempt at multimulti contesting. Will we do it again? You
bet, look out for us again next year . The
evening came to an end and we all went
back to the house; 13 tired bodies looking
for a place to sleep. The following morning
we said goodbye to Derek as he left for
work and Karen, Derek's wife, made us all
breakfast. We then left to drive to
Lochmaddy to get the ferry back to the
mainland. The ferry trip was fine and the

In the late morning we lost our 20 metre
53

decided that we would drive to Ullapool.
We all headed off to bed to try and get some
sleep. I was woken at 5:30 the next morning
by the howling of the wind, at 7:00am the
warden came on duty and I asked her if she
thought the ferry would get berthed to-day?
She told me that the wind always seemed
much worse up on the hill where we were
and that she did not think that it was as bad
as the previous morning.

other job, he really was Mr Fixit, it got so
bad that the motto of our group soon became
"Where's Kenny"?, he even fixed the
thermostat on one of the radiators and fitted
a back door light and lain GMOOQV fixed
the leaking tap in the kitchen. Derek could
not believe that we had put all the antennas
up in only three hours. A few of us then
headed off to the shops to get all the
necessary food and drink required for the
next five days. After setting up all the
antennas we then set up the rigs, linears,
computers etc. We were completely set up
by the Thursday evening, so even though we
were a day late it had not really troubled us.

The rest of the team got up and we had
breakfast and decided to head down to the
ferry terminal and find out what was
happening. The girl behind the desk told us
that the ferry had left Lochmaddy at 7:00
and would be in about 9:15. We parked our
cars in the line and waited, after waiting for
about 20 minutes there was a decrease in the
wind strength and by about 9:00 the wind
had dropped to a gentle breeze, at about
9:10 the ferry MV Clansman entered the bay
and successfully berthed, by about 9:30 all
the vehicles were loaded and we were on
our way to North Uist.

The following morning some of the group
decided to operate with their own calls/p
and activated Benbecula on most bands for
IOTA and IOSA chasers, Craig had great
fun running a pile-up of VKs and ZLs on
twenty metres, all looked well for the
contest. As the day went on we rechecked
everything, set the times on all the
computers, tensioned the guy ropes and
generally relaxed. Derek came home from
work and we all had dinner and decided to
have one last meeting before the contest
started. Only some of the group had
seriously taken part in any HF contests and I
had mentioned that this was really a learning
situation as none of us had operated a MultiMulti before. I had told the group that the
main aim of the contest was to have fun and
I suggested that a target of 4000 QSOs
would be what to aim for. I thought that this
would be well within our reach. The evening
wore on and some of the group went to try
and get some sleep while the rest sat talking
around the table. At 2330 UTC Phil,
GMOLIR started to give everyone a shout,
he thought that we should start to find some
frequencies and operate with our own calls/p
until the contest started.

We unloaded at Lochmaddy and drove to
the village of Torlum on Benbecula where
Derek lived, the neighbours must have
thought that we were an invasion force as
we drove into the drive. We immediately
started to unload the antennas and masts as
we wanted to get all the hardware up while
the weather was fine, in fact we could not
have asked for better antenna weather, no
wind, sun shining and dry. By the time that
Derek returned from his work we had three
Yagis, a topband dipole on a 13 metre mast,
a 40 metre Windom, a fifty foot vertical
with a top loading wire for 80 metres and a
four element 40 metre array.
I took some stick while we were erecting the
antennas as every few minutes I would say
"hang on until I get the camera". I had
agreed to make a slide show and video to
take back to our other club members and I
was going to keep my word. I tried to get
photos of most of our group but it was very
difficult to get some of Kenny, when I tried
to find him he was always away doing some

work him fairly regularly after a 'sked'
which he kept every Sunday morning year
after year with G5DQ in Cambridge on 40
or 80 metres. I remember I worked him once
in the early 60s as GM5RI/P up in the north
of Scotland, but GM3OSW informed me he
was well known, before I had a licence, for
touring the Scottish counties operating /P on
top band.

also interested in nature and owned an
isolated but in the Northumbrian
countryside which he used at weekends.
There was no mains electricity at the but so
he developed his own solution to enable him
to operate his radio from the but which
involving a modified bicycle to drive a
generator to power the radio!
For me it was a great privilege to have
known Derek. He was a very unassuming,
quiet man who never bragged about his
achievements. I suspect most radio amateurs
never knew anything about his distinguished
background, professionally and in amateur
radio and I hope that this obituary will help
rectify that situation. I regret I did not find
out about his death in time, but a number of
his amateur radio friends from the North
East of England including G3MEA,
G3RAR, G3TSS, and G3KMG were among
thirty people who attended his funeral.

He was an active member of FOC (no.1031)
from 1968 and became an 'associate
member' a few years ago due to advancing
years and reducing activity.
Derek
seemed
to
be
extremely
knowledgeable on a diverse range of
subjects. He must have read a great deal and
had a good memory. Also, he had a very
analytical brain and formulated his own very
individual opinions. He was a keen and
expert gardener, growing vegetables in his
large garden. He was very proud of his
home-brewing (not radio but beer) using
basic methods starting with hops. He was

Written by Ian Trusson, G3RVM with help
from GM3OSW, G3MEA, G3XNG, G3TSS

Colin Richards, 9M2 CR — Silent Key
We have sad news of the passing of
9M2CR, Colin Richards. He passed away
peacefully December 7, 2000 in Perth
Australia, after lingering health problems.
Colin was one of the longest-licensed hams
in Malaysia. We believe he had once been

VS2CR in the British colony of Malaya
even before Malaysian independence. Colin
was a regular on 20m SSB until the last few
years when health problems and advancing
age slowed him down. He also held the
callsign GW3JET.

DXpedition Funding
In his Chairman's Chat, Neville refers to various recent expedition donations by CDXC. The
amounts given (in most cases matched one for one by the RSGB DXpedition Fund), were as
follows:
CEOXT £200

FOOWEG £200

J5X/Z

D68C

£100

£400

At two minutes to midnight (UTC) we were
all ready to go, we had six stations ready, we
were all looking at the computer clocks and
as the seconds ticked down to midnight we
came on the air. GMOB was QRV on all six
bands, the contest had started.
52
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ZD7 / ZD8 £200

Unattended Operations
(A statement by Peter Kirby, GOTWW, RSGB General Manager)
Elsewhere in CDXC Digest, Ian G3TMA
has drawn CDXC's attention to restrictions
on unattended amateur radio operation,
which were included in BR68 this August.
These restrictions could have significant
impact on the Cluster and may affect the
general packet network. The restrictions
affect mainly 70cm and the microwave
bands but also included 2m around
Scarborough and 28MHz in Lincolnshire.

place by the RA on unattended operation.
The Society has raised the matter with the
Agency and has been informed that the
restrictions were put in place at the request
of other users of the radio spectrum.
However, following a review of the decision
it may be possible to reduce or to lift some
of these restrictions in the future. For
example the 50km restriction relating to
Scarborough (NGR TA 012869) will be
reduced to a 10km restriction when the
licence is next updated. The Society will
continue to monitor the situation closely and
will continue to press the RA to lift or
reduce the restrictions."

Peter Kirby, GOTWW, General Manager,
RSGB had already taken this up with the
RA and he commented on the situation at
the moment as follows: "The RSGB is aware of the disquiet felt by
radio amateurs with the announcement in a
recent Gazette Notice of restrictions put in

Peter said that as more information becomes
available he will let us know.

For Sale
Linear Amplifier, Drake L7, 160-10m, new pair of 3-500s, works well. £600 .
Bob G3PJT Tel 01223 263137 or e-mail Bob_G3PJT@compuserve.com .

Callbook CD ROMs
I have a number of Call Book CD-ROMs which I would like to offer members in exchange for a
modest contribution to CDXC funds.
They are:
Flying Horse Call Books for Summer 1997, Summer 1998,
1999 Winter and Summer, 2000 Summer
HamCall for April 1997
Callseeker 1998 (UK only)
QSL Routes Database May 1997
Anyone interested can contact me (John G3LAS) by phone (01279 842515), e-mail
(g3las@qsl.net ) or post (QTHR since 1998)
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We had two hours to kill before the warden
came on duty so we decided to make up a
topband dipole, we got out our roll of wire
and tape measure and started to measure it
out, it is amazing how big a topband dipole
is when it is on the ground, our wire ran
from the lounge, past the kitchen area into
the dining area and up to the front hall. I was
concerned that the warden might not be too
pleased with this situation but Kenny said
"we will just tell her that we are here to
rewire the place". Eventually we got the
dipole made and put away before the warden
arrived.

and I will never know how that van stayed
on its wheels, the way that it defied the pull
of gravity was something which had to be
seen to be believed.
Eventually we arrived at Uig and we pulled
into the line for boarding the ferry, when a
nice man from Cal-Mac came up to the car
window and informed us that the ferry was
cancelled...Mr Murphy in person I thought
to myself. The ferry had tried to dock earlier
and because of the wind direction the
captain could not hold her against the jetty
so he had gone to Ullapool. I went to the
office with some of the others to try and find
out what was happening and the guy behind
the desk asked us did we not see the sign at
the Skye bridge telling us that the ferries
were off from Uig and were being re-routed
to Ullapool. 1 told him that there was no sign
other than a high wind warning sign. We
were three and a half hours drive from
Ullapool and were definitely not going to
make it in time to catch the ferry. We were
told to be back at the pier the next morning
at 9 am.

When the warden arrived at 1700 she was
surprised to find so many people there and
she told us that we were lucky as this was
the last night of the season and that the
hostel was closing the next day, until March.
I had to phone Derek to tell him of the
situation as he was expecting us to arrive
that night, I also had to find out how we
would get access to his house when we
arrived the next day as he would be at work
"I will leave the door unlocked, in fact we
lost the door keys back in July and we
haven't replaced them yet".

So there we were, nine of us, looking for
bed and breakfast at short notice, we went
back into the village and stopped at a house
which had a B&B sign. 1 knocked the door
and asked the man who answered if he had
space for us, I could tell by his look that he
did not, he knocked his next door
neighbours, who also did B&B but even
between them they could not take us all. I
suggested that they let us sleep on their floor
as a few of us had brought inflatable beds
with us, but they were not keen on that.
Then the man suggested that we try the
youth hostel as they would have space for
us. We followed the directions to the youth
hostel and when we arrived it was open but
no one was there. There was a sign which
said "back at 1700". Tom decided to phone
the headquarters of the youth hostel
association to explain our situation and after
about ten minutes he came back and told us
that it would be OK to stay as there was no
one booked into the hostel that night.

After we all settled in with our gear we went
down to the town to get our dinner and
Craig wanted to see if there was a TV as he
wanted to watch the football, the pub that
we had dinner in did not have a TV and the
other pub in the town did not have theirs
working so we headed back up to the hostel
to discuss our situation. If the ferry could
not make it in the next day what would we
do?
We had 3 options, option I was to drive to
Ullapool and get it from there, this would
mean a three hour drive and a five hour ferry
crossing which meant no antennas up until
Friday the day of the contest, option 2 the
warden of the hostel felt sorry for us and she
said that if the ferry did not get in she would
ask headquarters if she could stay open for
another five days and let us operate from
there, option 3 was go home. The third
option did not go down well at all so we
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The next thing was transport to the islands,
we only had one option here and that was
Caledonian MacBrayne Hebridean Ferries. I
decided to enquire if Cal-Mac would be
willing to help out with some of the costs of
the trip and so I wrote a letter to Mr Mike
Blair their marketing manager. I explained
what we were going to do and asked him if
his company could help. I received a letter
back and he told us that if we paid the fares
for the vehicles that he would let the
passengers go free. This was great news as it
saved us more than £100 (we would like to
thank Cal-Mac for their generous support,
their logo will be on our QSL cards).

DXpeditioners, there was co-ax, antennas,
fibreglass poles, alloy poles, metal stakes,
guy ropes, rotators, stub masts and as much
spare wire as I thought our trailer would
hold.
We were going to the island on the
Wednesday before the contest and although
it would be dark when we arrived we would
be able to set up the radios and that would
give us two days to put up the antennas and
sort out any problems that we may come
across (Murphy had not visited our group
yet, but there was still time).
The journey to the island would take us the
best part of a day, as we were all travelling
from the Central part of Scotland to the
North end of the isle of Skye. We were
getting the ferry from Uig and going to
Lochmaddy on North Uist. The week before
we left I received an e-mail from Tom
MMOBHX to say that his son Craig
MMOBUL would be joining us. Craig had
been really keen to come with us from the
start but as he is in the RAF and was based
in Lincoln he would not know if he could
come until a few days before we left.

After the callsign and the transport was
organised, next was antennas, radios,
linears, co-ax, masts, computers, bandpass
filters, operating rota, etc...etc we decided
that we would attempt to have five stations
running continuously propagation
permitting, this meant that we would need
five of everything.
Our first major logistics problem was
antennas, we already had a four element and
a three element beam on the island and we
were taking another three element beam
with us, so we would have beams on ten,
fifteen and twenty metres. We did not have a
beam for forty metres so I decided to make
up a wire array which I had used once before
when I was trying to get Heard Island. The
array consisted of one driven element and
three reflectors. It was also possible to rotate
this array using the "Armstrong Method".

The morning of departure arrived and
everyone met at my QTH about 0745 and
we went off in convoy. We had two metre
rigs in each vehicle so we were able to keep
in touch on the journey. Our convoy
consisted of an Isuzu Trooper, towing the
trailer, a Jeep Grand Cherokee and a Range
Rover. The journey was mainly uneventful
apart from having to stop in Fort William to
fill up the Range Rover, I would advise
against buying a V8 petrol Range Rover as
the consumption is terrible, 1 reckon that
Kenny GM1MMK was getting about 15
miles to the gallon. The only other worrying
thing was the guy driving the white van that
passed us as we drove through Glencoe. I
got a warning shout from Phil GMOLIR as
the guy tried to pass all of our vehicles, all I
could see was the van coming straight
towards me and then at the last minute
swerve to pass my offside wing mirror by
about an inch. It was quite windy at the time

Eighty metres was going to be more of a
problem, and in the end I decided that a big
vertical was the answer, so I made a fifty
foot vertical and top loading wire. I was also
going to take my Chelcom HV I.
Radios were not a problem as everyone
going had their own, we ended up using
three FT920s, an Icom 756 PRO, an Icom
736 and an Alinco DX77. The linears were
an Icom IC2KL, an FL2100B, an Ameritron
AL84 an Heathkit SB220 and a Tokyo HL
2. As the contest got closer my garage
started to look like an Aladdins cave for
SO

CDXC 2001 ANNUAL DINNER
The Waterloo Hotel
Duke's Rise
CROWTHORNE
Berkshire, RG45 7NW
Tel: 01344-777711 Fax: 01344-778913

DIRECTIONS
From M3

From M3 Junction 3, towards Bracknell follow A322, then follow signs to Crowthorne.
From M3 Junction 4, towards Sandhurst/Bracknell, lake A321 towards Wokingham and
turn right at mini roundabout at New Inn towards Crowthorne.

From M4

From M4 Junction 10 take M329 towards Bracknell. At large roundabout (called Twin
Bridges) take A3095 towards Sandhurst and pick up the signs for Crowthorne.

At Crowthorne

Once in the village of Crowthorne, follow the sign for "Hotel and Conference Centre".
The hotel is located on the B3348, Duke's Rise.

MENU
WATERCRESS AND POTATO CREAM SOUP

STEAK, KIDNEY AND MUSHROOM PIE
SELECTION OF SEASONAL VEGETABLES AND ROAST POTATOES
*****
SHERRY TRIFLE
*****
COFFEE AND MINTS

PRICE £23.95

News Flash!! The guest presentation this year will be the very first formal presentation of
the D68C DXpedition. It is expected that many of the team members will be present at the
dinner.
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QRZ CONTEST

BOOKING FORM
CDXC 2001 ANNUAL DINNER

Paul Brice-Stevens, GOWAT

Name
Ca['sign•
Address .

Tel:
■••

(insert number) tickets @ £23.95 for the CDXC Annual Dinner to be held at the Waterloo
Please reserve me
Hotel, Crowthornc on Saturday, 17 March 2001.
Please reserve the following accommodation for the evening of 17 March 2001.
(Enter number required)
Single Room

Double Room

Twin Bedded Room

Well hello and welcome to the first QRZ
contest column of the new Millennium (OK
I'll go and stand in pedants corner now!)...!
trust that the Christmas break has left you
refreshed and ready to face all life has to
throw at you in the forthcoming year...or
alternatively you are escaping back to work
for a much needed break from the family!

A choice of vegetarian menus is available on request. Please advise of any special dietary requirements at the time
of booking.

POSTBAG
From Ian Davies G3KZR:

regular contact with a colleague in the Home
Counties who is rapidly coming into the Big
Gun league, John, G3LAS. By comparing
notes with him and listening around
generally I have formed the opinion that his
HF antenna system effectively gives him a 2
`S' points advantage on receive and
therefore on transmit, watt for watt. This
was finally confirmed when he and I looked
for the YJOPD expedition on Sunday 19th.
November.

Big Guns & Little Guns
Dear Don, May I endorse your sentiments
that the key to being a Big Gun lies more in
the antenna farm and the owner's grey
matter than the essentially boring contents
of the shack.
1 suppose I would class myself as a small
gun rather than a little pistol by virtue of the
fact that I run 400W (max!) on the HF and
LF bands rather than the conventional
100W.

I could only partially copy the SSB station
on 15m and he was therefore unworkable
while John was copying S5 on the meter.
Likewise on 20 CW John was getting him
S5 or more on the meter and I was copying
at about 429 with the noise masking any
meter reading. Without severe competition I
could have worked the YJ on 20 but it was a
Sunday morning! Needless to say John

My antenna system would not fit in the
average suburban garden but by virtue of a
number of factors which I won't bore
anyone with the 30 acres I have are not
exploited in the way a Big Gun would do it.
Over the last two years I have been keeping
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At the AGM I mentioned the offer to
everyone there and was surprised at the
positive reaction that I got. There were some
comments like "Benbecula at the end of
October? Even the sheep move out by
then!". There were six interested operators,
so I contacted Derek again and told him the
outcome of the meeting. After talking to him
I decided that a trip to the island was called
for, to see what space was available for
antennas etc, so I arranged to go up for a
few days in July with the video camera.

Heads down, tails up and they're off with a
splendid article on last years premiereleague Throat lozenge manufacturer's
sponsored shoutathon
BENBECULA CQWW
CONTEST 2000

Cheques should be made payable o CDXC and sent with this form to MOBJL, Secretary CDXC, 11 Charnwood
Way, Langley, Southampton, Han s, 5045 I ZL.

week away.

PHONE

I spent two days on the island and returned
to the club with all the necessary
information, this would be make or break
time, I was expecting some of the operators
to drop out after seeing the video, as the
island looked quite bleak in parts, and that
was in the summer with the sun shining,
what would it look like in the winter? I
could just imagine some of the comments
that I would get.

by Brian Devlin GMOEGI
The way that things happen in life never
ceases to amaze me, an innocent comment
made and your plans can change completely.
I was talking to Phil. GMOLIR a fellow club
member of Mid Lanark Amateur Radio
Society about the CQWW contest for 2000,
I normally operate as single-op on 15m from
my home QTH, and I said jokingly that
maybe I would operate from the QTH of
Derek GMOEEY, who is another club
member and was living on the island of
Benbecula in the Outer Hebrides whilst
working on a two year contract.

I took the video to the club and tried to
answer any questions that they had,
everyone was still keen to go, in fact one
other club member, Gordon GM7VYR
asked if he could join us after seeing the
video. This brought our number up to nine,
probably just about the right amount to
operate a multi-multi with six stations
running.

I thought nothing more of my conversation
until a few weeks later when Phil, said " I
was talking to Derek and told him that you
would be coming up for the CQWW
contest".

After our AGM we had a short meeting and
we decided that we would give it a go, that
meant we had just over three months to
prepare everything. The first thing that I
thought of was a callsign, I sent a letter off
to the RSGB asking for an application for a
special contest call and decided to apply for
GMOB (Benbecula), and was pleased when I
was told that the call was available and that
it would be issued to me.

A few days later a letter dropped through the
door. It was from Derek inviting me up for
the contest and suggesting that we should do
it as a Mult-Multi entry. I phoned Derek to
discuss what he was proposing, he said that
there was plenty of land for antennas and
operators and that I should suggest it to the
club members at the AGM which was only a
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SWL NEWS
Bob Treacher, BRS 32525
(brs32525Ocompuserve.com )
January and February have a habit of being
good months for DXing. 2001 seems likely
to be no different. Apart from the major
D68C DXpedition, we are also promised 2
DXpeditions to Conway Reef (3D2), plus
CEOXT from San Ambrosio. Add in the
usual sprinkling of SWL contest activity and
you have all the ingredients for an exciting
few weeks.

the contest justice from their home QTHs
(indeed, 2 are VHF licensees) and were
only too keen to be involved.
The team spent the Friday before the contest
erecting antennas (we used 4 verticals (an
R6000, a DX-77 — courtesy of G4BUO,
Mick's TB3 and an I8AVQ — courtesy of
Cray Valley Radio Society) and 4 low band
sloping dipoles) and transforming my shack
to provide 5 listening positions. With
everything in place — we even had receiveonly Packet Cluster software thanks to
GOFDZ — we consumed a hearty meal and a
few drinks before getting serious!

Much has been said about D68C. I will just
reiterate that I shall be handling all the SWL
reports. Please heed the comments in my
column in RadCom about the Do's and
Don'ts of SWL reports.
FDS Graphics have produced a superb SWL
card for my GW activity in August. It could
be a beach on a rare Pacific island but it is
actually a photo of a deserted beach at
Amroth in Pembrokeshire! Simon
RS177448 and I are over half-way through
our logs and about 400 cards will be in the
RSGB bureau by the time this Digest
appears. It will be interesting to see how
close we can get to SWL DXCC with so few
hours used to listen, but with another
holiday booked there this summer there will
be plenty of opportunity to pick up some
more DX to get over the 100 mark.

Midnight approached and 14MHz was alive.
We spent the first night on 14 — 1.8MHz and
had the rest of the crew just about in
position for 28 and 21MHz to open at about
05z. The first day was superb. We logged
499 band countries. Conditions on the
second day were poor and because we had
heard so much on Day 1, progress was slow.
However, we beat our 1999 scoring record.
Dave G4BUO looked over the logs and felt
we had done really well — although our
multiplier total was some way below that
achieved by M6T and CN8WW!
Entries are down on previous years. The
lateness of the 1999 results may have a
bearing on that. Once all the CW weekend
logs are received, Mick and I are to check
the logs with a view to the results appearing
much earlier.

Mick Toms BRS31976 and I were part of
the London SWL Contest team's entry in the
multi-multi section of October's CQWW
SWL Challenge. The team was
supplemented by G3XWK, G7GLW,
G3SXE, RS177448, RS102891 and G8JNZ.
Although 4 of the team hold transmitting
licences, all are contesters who cannot do

Perhaps CDXC SWLs will provide me with
some news of their activities in time for the
next CDXC SWL News.
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bagged both and I had to try another day.

rotatable Yagis also, whereas I have an 80
metre long inverted V.

A 2 'S' point deficit is rather large when
chasing after a station that the Big Guns also
want. My tactics are normally therefore to
let the steam go out of any expedition before
really getting stuck into the pile-ups but I do
cruise around to find whether the skip might
be working to the advantage of the UK. This
worked well with, say, Willis, Tromelin,
Clipperton and Bhutan but was nearly a
disaster with K5K!

2) The front to back ratio has regrettably
also become critical in reducing the
deliberate QRM which is getting to be a
really serious problem.
3) Height of antenna: John can now get his
HF antenna up 60 ft whereas my max height
is about 33ft. This will help lower his wave
angle and clear obstructions.
4) Clear run; I have 11.5kV power lines at
about 25ft high close by in an arc from West
through North to East. I also have a 45ft
Sycamore within 30ft of the Yagis screening
them from 340 to 30 degrees (See
G3SXW's comments about the World
Radio Championship station he operated).
John is not so hampered.

In the latter instance I did not try very hard
in the first few days in order to let the top
guns have their say, when signals were
rather good but the EU ZOO was seriously
bad. Having virtually no f.t.b. ratio with the
antenna I found this was a problem and
illustrates the advantage of the extra
element. By the time I was able to make a
viable attack, conditions had deteriorated
and their operating pattern on HF CW for
EU was mostly oriented toward afternoon
openings which tended to be rather short at
my location. I solved the 'all time' problem
by working them in the morning on 30
metres but I never did get them on the other
bands. The best opportunity on HF was
during the last couple of days when their
signal peaked S5 on 15 CW in the afternoon
but for only 40 minutes or so. However the
operator decided on working by numbers
which took more than 40 minutes to go
round once! The threes he worked were only
I, EA and DL although I knew I was spot on
his listening frequency. By the time threes
came round a second time he was 329 or so
with my local noise just making it too
hard..... I heartily endorse the rule of 'NOT
by numbers' !

I guess that, for someone who has 100W
and a multi-band vertical mounted low
down, there must be a further reduction both
in reception strengths and of course a deficit
of an 'S' point in power out. These stations
will be hearing even less than me and may
be 3 or 4 'S' points down on the Big Guns.
As I crawl up the DXCC all-time list the
new ones become rarer and rarer and the
system gain deficit becomes more and more
of a problem. Except when conditions turn
out just right I cannot catch the fleeting, low
gain, one man, rare stations and have to
concentrate on the big shows.
To summarise:
Most of us are going to be 2 to 4 'S' points
down on the top stations — which is a very
significant deficit indeed.
To reduce this disadvantage and remain sane
my ideas are that we lesser mortals should:

The factors in being so far down on a Big
Gun are principally:
1) Size, therefore gain, of Yagi array. On the
higher bands G3LAS uses 3 nearly full sized
elements as against my coil and capacity
hat-loaded 2 element Yagis with elements
which are only 3 metres long. These are
probably only marginally better than a
rotatable dipole. On 30 and 40 he has
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•

Pick our timing carefully, watch for
preferential propagation to the UK and
risk having to wait until the last few
days of an expedition before really
putting time in.

•

Use contests as the pile-ups seem to he
less for some reason.

•

Try to set up an antenna on one band at
least which narrows the system gain gap
and focus on tracking the DX stations'
use of that band.

From Ian G3TMA (to CDXC Secretary): Hi

Know when to switch off and go prune
the roses!

Shaun! Thanks for the latest CDXC Digest.
This is the main benefit I receive from being
a CDXC member because my home is in
Lincolnshire. However with the latest
Digest I was really offended by the
incredibly pompous nature of the Editorial.
Don G3XTT really excelled himself this
time even by his own standards!! So with
regret can I ask you to please remove my
name from the list of members. And please
don't send me any more Digests - it doesn't
do my blood pressure any good!

From A52FH team: We would like to thank

Best wishes, Ian G3TMA.

•

•

If we have time, cruise the bands and hit
the DX before it hits the Cluster. Again,
it pays to study the DX stations' band
use pattern. The DX Summit has an
excellent spot history feature to help us
do this.

our sponsors for their financial support and
assistance. This "A52 French Ham" activity
would not have been possible without their
help.

From Ian G3TMA (as follow-up to the
above): Don, The main problem I had with

We could not do it without the help of the
DX community. The A52FH team is
especially grateful to those who made it
possible.

the editorial was its exclusive nature. No
doubt many younger members of CDXC
would be very interested to see what is in
the shack. CDXC should be trying to
encourage as many people as possible to
enter the world of DXing. This will not be
done by making them feel insignificant.
Dont get me wrong I know it must be a big
drain on time to edit the Digest but there are
several burning topics which need
addressing just now:-

With best regards from Thimpu.

•

The cost of putting Bhutan on the air is
substantial, including a daily visa fee in
Bhutan of $200 for each team member, plus
airfare to Bangkok and expensive $720
Druk Air flight to Paro (Bhutan).

From Roland, G4HSD: Jeez, I got a
"mensh". "As I lay waking" in November
Postbag. The first evidence I've ever had of
anyone ever reading one of my pieces. And
G3ZBE appeared to have approved!
Emboldened by this success d'estime, I
enclose another of my masterworks! (see
page 40 — ed) This one appeared in the
October Sutton and Cheam RS Newsletter.
I'm still finding the Digest compulsive
reading — the lady wife usually finds she
gets her dinner served late the day it arrives.
Keep up the good work.
With best wishes, Roland, G4HSD

•

The recent draconian
restrictions
imposed by the RA on unattended
operation. This is a threat to the Cluster
network. However my own 70cms link
is still in operation..haven't been able to
get home since the train problems
started!
UK licensing power levels. As you
know the UK licensed power level is
pretty low.
As a result people are
interpreting things pretty liberally. Have
you seen the comments from the USA
on the Contest reflector about the UK
400W amplifiers?

So come on Don how about some red
blooded Daily Mail type editorials on these
issues??
Regards, Ian G3TMA.

ISLAND STATIONS, NEW QSL REQUIREMENTS
Only 2 months to go before the new IOTA rule comes in about the need for island names on
QSLs. Have you checked that your cards are valid and will be accepted after 1 January? It's a
very simple test. Just check to see if your card bears the name of an island listed in Directory
2000* as qualifying for your IOTA group? If not, then act now to prevent the real possibility of it
being rejected.
If you are getting new cards printed for contacts made after 1 January, ensure that the island
name (of course, one appearing in the Directory listing) is printed on them. If however you are
intending to use your current stock of cards and they don't mention the island name, you have the
following options. You can have the cards overprinted with the island name, you can get a
rubber stamp of the island name and stamp each card individually, or you can print the island
name on the computerised QSL label. Whichever route you choose, the island name must be
reasonably prominent and the card must be totally unambiguous as to the location at the time of
contact - this may require a few extra words of clarification on the card. Do not try and deal with
the problem by relying on adding the island name in manuscript. Furthermore, please do not try
to move the problem on to us by asking us, for whatever reason, to tell our checkpoints to accept
your cards exceptionally!
The reason for this tightened procedure is to move IOTA to a position where checkpoints can
routinely reach a decision on each card submitted on the basis of the information on that card
and in the Directory. We have to move checkpoints away from constant reference to atlases,
maps, personally maintained lists and HQ back-up facilities. It follows that the name of a town
or village cannot be an acceptable alternative to the island name since, by requiring reference to
an atlas, it multiplies processing time many times over. Nor is the IOTA reference number by
itself enough, or the IOTA group name taken from the Directory (except in relatively few cases).
So, Island Stations, please remember that careful attention to QSL design can save your contacts
a lot of disappointment and IOTA Programme administrators a lot of time. We can no longer
operate on any other basis.

SO PLEASE SPECIFY THE ISLAND, FIRST CHECKING IT IN THE DIRECTORY.
A list of additional qualifying islands is now available on the IOTA Manager's website.

MID-MONTH IOTA NEWS UPDATES
Readers may find the very latest update information on the issue of IOTA reference numbers and
validation of operations on the IOTA Manager's web site. Under IOTA NEWS BULLETINS
click the latest bulletin under preparation.

MEMBERS' ANNUAL SCORE UPDATES
IOTA MEMBERS are reminded that the last date for mailing applications or updates to
checkpoints for the 2001 Honour Roll and Annual Listings is 1 February. Updates postmarked
after that date will be processed in the normal way but the scores will be held over to the
following year's listing.

countries unless they specifically state that they have been extended to the UK's overseas
territories. The IOTA Committee reserves the right to ask to see copies of licences.
CORRECT PREFIXES FOR USE IN THE UK BY OVERSEAS VISITORS

We continue to hear occasionally visitors to the UK using the prefix G/, GD/, GI/, GJ/, GM/,
GU/ or GW/ followed by their callsign when operating temporarily under the terms of their
CEPT licence. This is wrong and we regret that, in future, operations with such callsigns will not
be accepted for IOTA. The correct prefixes are M/, MD/, MU, MJ/, MM/, MU/ or MW/. The
suffixed /P or /M is to be used as appropriate - this is not optional. Contesters should in
particular note the need for a correct callsign.
IOTA SHELL TROPHY AND PREMIER IOTA AWARD WINNERS 1999
At the RSGB HF and IOTA Convention at Windsor on 13 October 2000 the IOTA Committee
was pleased to announce the following winners of the IOTA Shell Trophies for the year 1999:

NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. - ed.)

Prefix List

Topbanders

Rod, AC6V has finished updating and
expanding
a
Prefix
List
at
http://www.ac6v.com/prefixes.html . It
includes ITU Block Assignments, ITU
Zones, CQ Zones, details (where known) of
call districts and much other information
gathered over 20 years. Do not forget to
bookmark http://www.ac6v.com/l

The Web site at: hup://www.topband.net has
photos of a number well-known Topbanders
and their antennas, including DF2PY,
VK6VZ, and 9V1PC. The site is owned by
Will, K6NDV and he would like to receive
photos from other Topbanders to post on the
site. You can send the photos as an
attachment via e-mail to K6NDV at:
k6ndv@contesting.com If you can write a
caption for each photo, it will be included
under each photo posted.

Most Courageous IOTA DXpedition in 1999
Awarded to: Giuseppe de Gasperin, 12YDX/E3OLA and Roberto Zanchin, IK2WXZ/E30MA for
their Eritrean operations from the Dahlak Islands AF-038, Sheikh Said Island AF-080 and
Gerebsasa Island AF-081 in January/February 1999.
Most Outstanding IOTA DXpedition in 1999 in Africa, Asia and Europe
Awarded to: the team of Tunisian and Italian operators led by Giovanni Bini, I5JHW, for their
Tunisian operation from Djerba Island AF-083 as 3V8DJ in June 1999.
Most Outstanding IOTA DXpedition in 1999 in North and South America and Oceania
Awarded to: James Model, K9PPY, Samuel Pimenta, CTIEEN, Stephen Pall, VK2PS, and
Malcolm Johnson, VK6LC for their Australian operation from Rowley Shoals OC-230 as
VK9RS in September 1999.
Background: Each award is a pearl shell trophy mounted on polished hardwood. It is in the
same style as a number of trophies generously presented to the IOTA Programme by Malcolm
Johnson, VK6LC at the URE IOTA Convention in May 1998. These annually awarded trophies
have been funded from a generous contribution by Victor Rusinov, UT8LL, and are retained
permanently by the winners.
Details on how to vote for the 2000 DXpedition winners will be published early in 2001.
The IOTA Committee was also pleased to present the following Premier IOTA Awards to:
Wolfgang and Annegret Dattenberg, DL2SCQ and DLISCQ - for their numerous successful
IOTA DXpeditions in Europe, North America and Oceania and honouring Annegret who so
sadly became a Silent Key earlier this year.
Mike Crownover, AD5A - for the creation and operation of the Island Radio Expedition
Foundation, Inc. dedicated to funding IOTA DXpeditions.
The Royal Omani Amateur Radio Society - for IOTA DXpeditions in Oman and Tanzania and
for support and encouragement to the IOTA Programme.
Hearty congratulations to everyone concerned. All have provided outstanding service to the
IOTA community. And, of course, our thanks and appreciation go to all IOTA DXpeditioners in
1999.

IOTA Expedition to Central America

Bert, PA3GIO, is on his travels again:
•

V31G1, Southwest Caye, Glover's Reef,
Belize NA-180, 11 - 16 March.

•

V3101, from mainland Belize (very
limited activity), 18 - 25 March.

•

PJ6/PA3GIO/m on Saba Island NA-145,
Netherlands Antilles, 28 March - 2
April.

73, de Earl, K6SE
Amateur Radio Facility in 9M6

This facility, set up by API Corp. Japan
using Yaesu equipment, is for the good
number of Ham radio operators who travel
to Kota Kinabalu for their holidays but wish
to be able to bring along with them their
hobby. To bring equipment like transceiver,
antenna, wires are both heavy and bulky not
to mention the inconvenience of having to
look for long bamboo poles to put up the
antennas in order to operate. As such and in
order to further promote our Ham Radio
Hobby and to provide for these travelling
operators, we have found Langkah Syabas
Beach Resort and Tang Dynasty Hotel who
allow us to put up a permanent tower with a
Yagi antenna and Radio shack facility.
(Only Tang Dynasty with shack) The
equipment available are as follows:

Website
(Netherlands):
http://www.xs4all.n1/-pa3gio/
North Korea
(Text of Press Release in The Daily DX) The

much-anticipated multi-national North
Korean operation, which was announced in
mid October, which was first scheduled for
late October then early January 2001, has
been scrapped. The North Korean
Organization for Army support is now
refusing the use of any transmitting
equipment during the Official Opening of
the Educational Center, which was
scheduled to take place on January 7, 2001.
Obviously this is a disappointment to the
organizers of P5UK and the DX community.

1) A CQ tower ( 14m at Resort and 4m
Roof-top mount at Hotel)
2) 1 Yagi antenna for 6m and I Yagi
antenna for 10, 15, 20 and 40
3) An antenna rotator with controller
4) Coaxial cables
5) Regulated DC Power supply.
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6) YAESU Transceivers 1 unit each of FTI000MP Mark-V, FT-920, FT-100 and FL7000 Linear Amplifier
7) Other accessories i.e. headset, and the
like
8) A Club call sign is applied for.
To use this facility one must stay in the
resort or hotel booked through: HIROKO
ITO, API corp. Japan. E-mail:
atiapi@dream.corn
Please contact Miss Hiroko Ito by e-mail for
a quote and further details on the use of this
facility.

(from Godfrey 9M6GY, via Phil G3SWH)

BD fix and Cabrillo converter
Two bits of software - one fixed, one new:
I. I've gotten occasional complaints that the
BD program would calculate erroneous grid
squares at the very edge of a grid. finally,
OK2PIN sent a firm example of the error, so
that I could look for the cause. I found three
small errors in the code and fixed them, and
Mike, W9IP, recompiled the program: now
B D_2000
2. The ARRL now requires contest logs to
be submitted electronically in Cabrillo
format, which seems to have created much
consternation. Since I am happy with the old
logging program I use and don't wish to use
a big Windows PC to run a newer program,
I wrote a converter to convert from the old
ARRL format to the new Cabrillo format.
This converter, ARRL2CBR, takes the old
.LOG file, with no summary, converts it to
the new format, and prompts for the
information to format the Cabrillo file
summary section. ARRL2CBR probably
still has some bugs and may not work
properly with log files created by all logging
programs. however, I am willing to fiddle if
needed; try it out now, before the contest, on
last year's log, not the night before the entry
deadline. Currently it only works for VHF
contests. ARRL2CBR is a Perl script,
arrl2cbr.pl, which has been compiled into an

executable, ARRL2CBR.EXE, which runs
standalone. the zip file contains both, so if
you'd like to improve it, download Perl from
www.activestate.com , get a copy of "Perl for
Dummies," and have at it.
Both of these are available on my web page,
www.w I ghz.cx
73 and Merry Christmas to all, Paul
W IGHZ

DXpedition University 2001
Learn the art and "How To' of DXpedition
Planning and Running Pileups!
Envisioned some 10 years ago and after 2
years of writing the material, DX University
is now a reality.
DXpedition University ("DXU") is the first
of its kind to provide a training ground for
energetic radio amateurs wanting to learn
the foundational methods and tactics of
DXpeditioning.
A group of 6-10 hams will go to a proven
site in Jamaica (6Y). Participants become
part of a team. just like the World Record
6Y2A Team. Learning begins before the trip
with planning procedures and continues
through the Jamaica stay. With expert
hands-on training, team members will be
shown the essential skills needed to feel
confident about venturing out on their own
DX-oriented vacations and in their ability to
run and control pile-ups.
There is not only personal instruction, as
hard copy manuals covering all aspects are
also included. Besides setting up a complete
multiple transmitter station and running DX
pile-ups during the week, the team will
participate in the ARRL SSB contest, with
additional pointers provided real-time.
This is a learning environment and all
questions will be answered and fully
explained. The Jamaican accommodations
are radio-oriented (not a luxury hotel) and
include full time staff, transportation
(private driver), plus side trips during the
week.

0C-232/Pr 4W6GH/P Atauro Island (July 2000)
0C-237/Pr YB3ZMI Madura Island (October 2000)
0C-238/Pr FOODEH Reao Atoll (November 2000)
0C-239/Pr YC9WZJ/P Batanta Island (November 2000)
0C-240/Pr P29VPY Loloata Island (November 2000)
0C-241/Pr YC9BU/P Semau Island (November/December 2000)
0C-241/Pr YC9MKF/P Semau Island (November/December 2000)
0C-241/Pr YC9NBV/P Semau Island (November/December 2000)
SA-088/Pr PV5IOTA Santana De Fora Island (August 2000)
SA-088/Pr PV5L Santana De Fora Island (August 2000)

IOTA DIRECTORY 2000: ADDITIONAL QUALIFYING ISLANDS
Islands that have been found to qualify since publication of Directory 2000 are added to a list of
Additional Qualifying Islands on the IOTA Manager's website at
http://www.eo19.dial.pipex.com/index.shtml . Check this and a copy of Directory 2000 before
putting your questions to others. It could save everyone a lot of time as well as provide you with
the right answer!
Please note a change to the Directory listing for NA-071 that affects Boca Brava Island shown as
a non-qualifying island. Following further research based on a more detailed map we are now
prepared to accept that it meets IOTA qualification rules. The operation by HP3/F5PAC from
Boca Brava Island will therefore now be allowed to count. An amendment has been made to Part
3 of the Conversion Sheet. [Thanks F5PAC].

LICENSING: GREECE AND CEPT
The Greek National Society RAAG has informed the IOTA Committee that only nationals of
European Community countries (plus Norway) may operate under the terms of their CEPT
licence in Greece. This means that nationals of the following CEPT countries may not use their
CEPT licence in Greece but must obtain a licence from the Greek Ministry of Transport and
Communications or operate under an existing reciprocal licence arrangement:
Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Iceland,
Israel, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Malta, Moldova, New Zealand, Peru, Poland, Romania,
Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, South Africa, Switzerland, The Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine.
The IOTA Committee will, in the case of operations by nationals of these countries from Greek
islands valid for IOTA, expect to see licences before accepting them for credit.
All questions should be referred to:
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS, Dept. of Communication Control,
Att. Mrs Bardaka (Te1.01- 6508555), 2 ANASTASEOS & TSIGANTE STR., 11510
HOLARGOS ATHENS, - GREECE

LICENSING: THE UK AND CEPT
Please note that, if you wish to operate from one of the UK's overseas territories, you need to
obtain a licence or other authorisation issued by that territory's administration. The CEPT licence
is not valid. The UK signed up to CEPT on behalf of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man only and NOT on behalf of the UK's
overseas territories. The same applies to reciprocal agreements between the UK and other

AS-147 JGISZE/8 Rebun Island and Rishiri Island (September 2000)
AS-152 RO/UR8LV Bol'shoy Begichev Island (September 2000)
NA-011 FOOAAA Clipperton Island (March 2000)
NA-047 VE7QRZ/VYO Baffin Island (September 2000)
NA-064 AL7RB/P Attu Island, Near Islands (September 1999)
NA-193 VE7QRZ/VY1 Herschel Island (August 2000)
NA-217 WF1N/P Appledore Island, Isles of Shoals (September 2000)
NA-217 W1DIG/P Appledore Island, Isles of Shoals (September 2000)
NA-219 W5BOS/C6A Dog Rocks, Cay Sal Bank Cays (October 2000)
OC-035 YJOV Efate Island (November 2000)
0C-035 YJOPD Efate Island (November 2000)
OC-063 FO0/F5JJW Mangareva Island, Gambier Islands (October 2000)
OC-063 FOOMOT Aukena Island, Gambier Islands (July 2000)
OC-066 FOOCLA Tatakoto Island (April-August 2000)
OC-114 FOOMOT/P Raivavae Island (September 2000)
0C-150 YC9ID Lombok Island (resident)
OC-166 YC7IPZ Tarakan Island (resident)
0C-235 DU9BCD Camiguin Island (resident)
0C-235 W3PID/DU9 Camiguin Island (resident)
OC-236 YC8RSW/P Lembeh Island (October 2000)
OC-236 YC8TXW/P Lembeh Island (October 2000)
OC-236 YC8UFF/P Lembeh Island (October 2000)
SA-050 CE8/KD6WW Navarino Island (November 2000)
(SA-050) CE8/R3CA Riesco Island (January 2000)
(In IOTA Directory 2000 Riesco Island falls in an unnumbered group but, following the
procedure explained there, will not attract a new reference number until a further valid operation
has taken place.)
Note: This list includes operations where validation material was volunteered, ie not specifically
required for credit to be given. In all cases, cards now submitted will be accepted by Checkpoints
if they meet normal standards. This means that the island name must be on the card.
OPERATIONS FROM WHICH VALIDATION MATERIAL IS AWAITED AS AT 4
DECEMBER 2000

AF-073 TS7N Kerkenah Island (November 2000)
AS-062 RUOLM/0 Shikotan Island (November 2000)
AS-150/Pr BI4S Lingshan Island (July 2000)
EU-063 JW5RIA Hopen Island (July 2000)
EU-179 UR3GA Orlov Island (various times 2000)
EU- (87 SV9/SV I CID/P Gavdos Island (July 2000)
EU-187 SV9/SVIDPUP Gavdos Island (July 2000)
NA-155 TE6U Uvita Island (May 2000)
NA-184 KQ6XA 179
(July 2000)
NA-214/Pr KL7/W6IXP Stuart Island (July 2000)
NA-215/Pr KL7/K6ST Chamisso Island (July 2000)
NA-218/Pr CO8OTA Moa Grande Island (September 2000)
OC-057 FOODEH Maupihaa Island (October/November 2000)
OC-140 VK6DIR Direction Island (November 2000)
OC-202 DX4RIG Tinaga Island, Calagua Islands (April 2000)
"9
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To learn more about DXU and how you can
join the team in Jamaica, visit the DXU site
at: http://pages.prodigy.net/k2kw/dxu/

look at the answers while listening to the
test again. Several hams use it to
improve their code speed.

73, and hope to see you in Jamaica!

•

Web Clusters, and Other Useful
Information - Access to 24 DX Telnet
sites, the OH2AQ DX Summit Web
Cluster, Japan Web Cluster DXSCAPE,
The Japan DX Cluster, most used Ham
Links and more.

•

Ham Links - These are a large collection
of current links to Amateur radio
websites on the Internet!

•

Rare DX Sound Clips from 1998, 1999,
2000 - Over 250 Rare DX sound clips in
Streaming Real Audio format.

QSL Card Gallery - QSL Cards from the
most wanted DXCC countries, Deleted
countries, Antique QSLs, and more. We
ask your members to submit QSL card
scans from their collection that fit in the
listed categories.

•

Free Ham Classified Ads - This is a Buy,
Wanted, Sale, and Trade page. You can
post your ham equipment in 21 different
Ham related categories.

DX News and Ham News - Get the
latest Ham radio DX bulletins,
Propagation Bulletins, and Ham related
news bulletins.

•

The Search Engine Page - This is a large
collection of Search Engine links. I use
it as an opening page for my browser.
Your club members may want to do this
too.

Kenny K2KW & Tom N6BT
The K8CX Ham Gallery

http://hamgallery.com
following:
•

•

•

contains

the

The Gallery - A large Photo Gallery of
Ham Operators, Hamshacks, Ham
Collectibles,
Antenna
farms,
DXpeditions, DX locations, Contest
Stations, etc. You are welcome to
submit your own ham photo for this
gallery.

•

Dayton Hamvention Photo Gallery Over 450 Photos taken at the Dayton
Hamvention from 1997 - 2000.

•

WRTC 2000 Photo Gallery - 114 Photos
from WRTC 2000 in Bled, Slovenia.

•

100 Most Wanted Countries Archive Compare the last 7 years (1993 - 1999)
of Most Wanted Countries in order from
I to 100. This chart shows the different
countries moving up and down the list
from year to year.

•

The site is constantly being added to and
updated. Use it and enjoy!
Thanks, Tom Roscoe...K8CX...
DXCC FAQ #8.

Just a few pieces of information on what is
happening here at DXCC and some general
information updates.

Code Copying Tests - Currently 2
"Streaming Real Audio" Morse Code
tests, answer sheets, and Brag Lists.
These tests are written by K8CX, given
as a Code Copying Contest at the
Warren Hamfest in Warren, Ohio (for
the last 10 yrs). They consist of 100 real
time callsigns sent from 13 to 65 WPM
with a 3 second gap in between. You can
take the test, sign the Brag list, and then

Effective immediately, DXCC will be
posting on the DXCC Website a list of
applications received and logged into the
computer. Just go to the DXCC Website and
click on List of DXCC Applications
Received and a page will appear with the
listings in order by callsign. Next to it will
be the date received. The period covered by
this report will be shown in the paragraph at
the top of the page. Also shown at the top of
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the page will be the period DXCC is
entering applications. If you have an
application at DXCC and you find your
callsign here, it is not necessary to follow up
with a request to DXCC.

List (usually by early December) we then
add any new entities like this year we are
adding Chesterfield Is and UNTAET (East
Timor). This changes the entities list totals
from 332/323 to 334/325. Then, and only
then, can DXCC begin to process October I
work. For example: if you included the 2
new entities in an application received prior
to October I, 2000, we could enter them, as
they do not yet appear on the list. I have had
a lot of questions on how and why this is,
and I hope this explains it clearly for you.

TXO and 4W cards can now be submitted. If
you already have a submission in 2000
sending in another one would cost $20 ($30
for non-ARRL members) plus postage. In
this case it would be better off holding off
until 2001 to avoid extra fees. However, if
the new entities caused you to drop off the
Honor Roll (The new Honor Roll number is
325 current) you will need to bring your
totals to 325 by March 31, 2001 which is the
cut-off for the Honor Roll list which will
appear in August 2001 QST.

The new DXCC card checking program is
off to a good start. We have already noticed
increased participation in the program. The
new rules make it much easier for both
applicants and the card checkers. If you have
not read anything on this, the new program
allows card checkers to check anything
except: Deleted entities, 160 meter
cards/awards, QSOs older than 10 calendar
years. Card checkers can check both new
and endorsement applications. Benefits now
are that you do not have to send your cards
to ARRL. However, in the near future
electronic processing will not only allow
this, but quicker turnaround time will result.
This is mainly due to the fact that since you,
the applicant, already electronically prepared
your application, the card checker will
verify it and electronically send it to our
secure server. DXCC will not have to do the
manual data entry and the application will
be uploaded to the computer saving time
and program costs. (We are even looking
into a savings to be reflected back to those
who use the electronic process! Since, as
you may know, the manual data entry
process is the most costly part of the
program).

Part of the new capital appropriation
includes money for a complete upgrade for
DXCC. We will be upgrading the software
and hardware and this is due to be in place
by the third quarter of 2001. Included in this
change will be the ability for DXCC to
receive, process and return DXCC
submissions electronically.
2001.
Currently, the DXCC backlog stands at
about 8 weeks. A slight jump occurred in
September. This was due to the applications
received for the DXCC Annual list. In
addition, a jump in submission occurred in
October, due to the addition of two new
entities. Submissions for this were due by
September 30, 2000. Each year, this
increases the DXCC workload. Processing
of DXCC application for the month of
September is due to continue through the
month of November. Here is how this works
in conjunction with the list and adding the
new entities:

One final note, when sending e-mail
questions to DXCC please use only the
address dxcc@arrl.org . Please do not use
dxac@arrl.org . dxcc@arrl.org goes direct to
me at ARRL where dxac@arrl.org is for the
DX Advisory Committee. Sending messages
to the DXAC just generates a lot of e-mail
to people who are not involved in the day-to
day operation at the DXCC desk and it will

Normally, due to the large amount of work
created by the Annual List, all September
work does not get finished until usually the
end of November. Once the September work
is done, we run the Annual list. This way,
the numbers for the DXCC year from
October 1, 1999 to September 30, 2000 even
out for everyone. After we run the Annual
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IOTA CORNER
Roger Balister, G3KMA
IOTA REFERENCE NUMBERS ISSUED

AF-088 C9 Nampula District group (Mozambique)
AS-152 ROQ Respublika Sakha: Laptev Sea Coast West grp (Russian Fed)
NA-217 WI New Hampshire State group (United States)
NA-219/Pr C6 Cay Sal Bank Cays (Bahamas)
0C-235 DU8-9 Mindanao's Coastal Islands (Philippines)
0C-236/Pr YB8 Celebes's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
0C-237/Pr YBO-3 Java's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
0C-238/Pr FO Pukarua and Reao Atolls, Tuamotu Islands (French Polynesia)
0C-239/Pr YB9 Irian Jaya's Coastal Islands West (Indonesia)
0C-240/Pr P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal Islands East (Papua New Guinea)
0C-241/Pr YB9 Timor Barat's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
PROVISIONAL IOTA REFERENCE NUMBERS
AS-150/Pr BY4 Shandong Province South group (China)
NA-214/Pr KL Nome County South group (Alaska)
NA-215/Pr KL Northwest Arctic County group (Alaska)
NA-218/Pr C08 Las Tunas/Holguin/Santiago de Cuba Province group (Cuba)
0C-232/Pr 4W East Timor's Coastal Islands (East Timor)
0C-237/Pr YBO-3 Java's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
0C-238/Pr FO Pukarua and Reao Atolls, Tuamotu Islands (French Polynesia)
0C-239/Pr YB9 Irian Jaya's Coastal Islands West (Indonesia)
0C-240/Pr P2 Papua New Guinea's Coastal Islands East (Papua New Guinea)
0C-241/Pr YB9 Timor Barat's Coastal Islands (Indonesia)
SA-088/Pr PP5 Santa Catarina State South group (Brazil)
OPERATIONS WHICH HAVE PROVIDED ACCEPTABLE VALIDATION MATERIAL
EU-066 RV3AGG/1 Anzerskiy Island, Solovetskiye Islands (August 2000)
EU-066 UA3DPB/l Anzerskiy Island, Solovetskiye Islands (August 2000)
EU-090 9A7K/P Palagruza Island (June 2000)
EU-147 RV3AGG/1 Nemetskiy Kuzov (August 2000)
EU-147 UA3DPB/I Nemetskiy Kuzov (August 2000)
EU-174 SV8/IT9YRE/P Thasos Island (August 2000)
EU-179 EN8ZIB Berezan' Island (August 2000)
EU-I81 LZ2FV/ I Sveti Anastasiya Island (August 2000)
EU-I81 LZ3FN/1 Sveti Anastasiya Island (August 2000)
EU-181 LZ3SM/ I Sveti Anastasiya Island (August 2000)
EU-185 UE6AAD Dzendzik Island (September 2000)
AF-029 ZD9/ZS I B Tristan da Cunha Island (September/October 1999)
AF-030 ZD9/ZS I B Gough Island (September/October 1999)
AF-088 C91RF/P Mocambique Island (September 2000)
AS-041 JI3DST/4 Nakano Island, Oki Islands (July & August 2000)
AS-117 JI3DST/3 0 Island (September 2000)
AS-147 JI3DST/8 Okushiri Island (September 2000)

DXpedition to Guine Bissau
-

Franz Langner DJ9ZB

We wanted to put a country on the air that
hadn't been on for a long time; so began our
planning for another DXpedition to Africa.
We decided to go to Guini-Bissau, because
J5 is one of the rarer countries in Africa on
the amateur bands. Also, the country now
has, since November 1999, a newly-elected
democratic government.

We started to install antennas, Windom FD4 and a Cushcraft R-7000 vertical. and set
up two stations, one Yaesu FT-900 ATC
with Daiwa Power supply SS-330X and one
Yaesu FT-890 ATC. My first contact as J5Z
was at 1715 UTC with WA2WSX on 21
MHz. During the first two days the
propagation was very poor, with sudden
solar storms. The Telecom officer came to
check our stations and antennas on Monday
morning and after his visit we were very
quickly able to collect our written licence
from the ICGB office. I didn't work by call
areas, didn't work anyone on sked, we took
everybody as they came and operated split
frequency whenever required by the size of
the pile-up.

The Republic of Guine-Bissau is situated on
the Atlantic coast of West Africa,
neighboured by Senegal (6W) to the North
and Guinea (3XA) to the East and South.
It's the smallest country in Africa with an
area of 36.125 km 2 and a population of 1.15
million. Bissau, the capital, has more than
300,000 people. The official language is
Portuguese. Guin8-Bissau depends mainly
on farming and fishing. Cashew crops have
increased remarkably in recent years and the
country now ranks sixth in cashew
production.

There is still one resident amateur in GuineBissau; Carlos de Silva, 152UAL. We found
his QTH and made a short visit to him.
Mornings we would start by working JAs
and the Pacific, as the skip moved we
worked Asia, Europe and the USA. We gave
all the bands a try, and listened each day for
each area of the world. Finally after 6 days
we made 14550 QSOs in CW and SSB, and
gave many a new country on different
bands. Thanks to the Europeans for their
patience whenever I gave instructions to
standby.

The response from the ICGB (Institute das
Comunicoes da Guine-Bissau) office in
Bissau to obtaining an amateur radio licence
was positive, so we are able to make the
final plan for this activity. The travel agency
made an arrangement by Air Portugal,
which serves Guine-Bissau weekly from
Lisbon. Our scheduled departure from
Frankfurt was September 16, with a onenight stopover in Lisbon . TP-flight #1125
brought us the next day, after a 5 hour flight,
direct to Bissau. We arrived Bissau late
afternoon (LT = UTC) and started the
immigration process. We had all necessary
paperwork in hand and got no problem with
our equipment, antennas etc. by the customs
clearing. We found a very friendly reception
from the Guine-Bissau people and hope we
have left a impression in readiness for the
next radio amateurs to visit this country. The
road from the airport to downtown Bissau is
good and we arrived by car after a 40 minute
drive to our hotel on 24 September.

We would like to express our immense
gratitude to the staff of the ICGB office and
to Mr. Rodrigues and Mr. Soumare for his
help and friendship during our stay, we have
enjoyed Guine-Bissau, and shall miss the
fine people.
A word of thanks to DGOZB, DJ2AA,
DJ3HJ, DL6GV, G3NUG, GM3YTS and
W4WMQ.
Thanks also to CDXC, EUDXF, GDXF,
GMDXG, INDEXA and YAESU-Germany.
Be sure you QSL 100%.

usually guarantee a quicker response.

as without those we'd understand less how
you feel about the job we're doing.

Well, that's about it for now. We'd like to
extend our thanks for your continued
support of the ARRL and the DXCC
program. We look forward to working with
you for many years to come. I'm sure that
the upcoming computer improvements will
prove to help us do our jobs better and, in
the long run, better serve you. As always,
we appreciate your comments and criticism,

We'd also like to take this time to wish you
and your families a Happy, Safe and
Enjoyable time for the upcoming holiday
seasons!
GL, Bill Moore NCIL, DXCC Manager

D68C Latest:
D68C PLANNED OPERATING FREQUENCIES

We plan to operate on the following frequencies:

MHz

CW

SSB

RTTY

PSK31

1.8

1822

1842

N/A

N/A

3.5

3502

3795

3570

N/A

7

7002

7052

7035

N/A

10.1

10102

N/A

N/A

N/A

14

14022

14195

14085

14071

18

18072

18145

N/A

N/A

21

21022

21295

21085

21071

24.9

24892

24945

N/A

N/A

28

28022

28495

28075

28071

50

50102

50145

N/A

N/A

We will nearly always work split frequency and will regularly announce the frequencies on
which we are listening. We will only make contacts on our transmitting frequency during the last
few days of the DXpedition if the pile-ups have disappeared.
Regarding the above frequencies, note that we expect at least four other DXpeditions to be active
in February when we are on the Comoros so we may decide to change our transmitting
frequencies to avoid confusion. Typically, a DXpedition SSB station transmitting on 14195kHz
will listen up in the range 14200 - 14220kHz. If we find we are operating on the same transmit
frequency as another DXpedition we will move down around 5 kHz typically to 14190kHz and
we will then listen down say between 14165 and I 4I85kHz so as to split the pile ups and avoid
confusion.
Listen to the operator carefully. Each has been briefed to give the D68C callsign at least after
every two QSOs and to announce the listening frequencies every five QSOs. We will not work
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by numbers; we feel that with good ears and equipment this is quite unnecessary.

published by: IDIOM PRESS, Box 583,
Deerfield, IL 60015, USA.

WARNING: This book could endanger
your lifestyle; you could get hooked.

NEVADA COMOROS TROPHIES

As a encouragement to all established DXers throughout the world as well as to newcomers to
DXing, Nevada Communications of the UK are sponsoring 15 trophies to be known as the
Nevada Comoros Trophies. There will be a number of these trophies available to stations
throughout the world, to UK stations and to UK clubs.
(1) To the leading three high power stations worldwide who work D68C on the highest number
of bands and modes. The bands are all bands 1.8MHz to 50MHz and the modes are CW, FM,
PSK31, RTTY and SSB. Some will achieve over 18 band/mode contacts.

Book Review
QRV - A DXer's Life for Me by Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, VK9NL
(Published by HIDI-Y Enterprises, PO Box 90, Norfolk Island. $13.00)
Reviewed by John Butcher, G3LAS

(4) To the top three low power UK stations, with single-element antennas (e.g. dipole or vertical)
working D68C on the highest number of bands, regardless of mode. We will use the CQ
Worldwide Contest definition of low power i.e. 100 watts or less.

Most amateur radio books are written by
men. Most amateur radio books concentrate
on technical or operating topics. Even
articles about DXpeditions tend to be full of
somewhat mundane details of propagation
conditions or statistics relating to contacts
made. This in spite of the view often
expressed that one of the major attractions
of our hobby is the opportunity to meet and
communicate with a vast range of people in
all parts of the world.

(5) To local UK clubs whose members work D68C on the highest number of bands and modes.
There is no limit to the number of club members who participate. Members of a club can claim
for contacts on the same band-mode combination as other members; thus an active club may
score several hundred qualifying contacts. To simplify administration of this, we encourage
clubs to drop us a line beforehand to request a record sheet (g3xtt@lineone.net ) .

It is refreshing therefore to find a book
which does concentrate on the people and
the places, especially when it is written with
the felicity and humour which VK9NL has
brought to the task.

Please send your applications, by 30 April 2001 at the latest, to:

A DXer's Life for Me is a compilation of
some 200 pages of essays, some of which
have appeared in other publications, but
most of which are probably unfamiliar to the
majority of potential readers. In no less than
40 chapters, Kirsti describes many of her
own adventures, first as a sea-going radio
operator, then as an active amateur in one of
the world's most sought after locations.
What gives the narratives an extra spice is,
of course, the fact that VK9NL is the wife of
Jim Smith, VK9NS, who must be one of the
best-known of amateur operators for the past

(2) To the top three low power stations worldwide, with single-element antennas (e.g. dipole or
vertical) working D68C on the highest number of bands, regardless of mode. We will use the CQ
Worldwide Contest definition of low power i.e. 100 watts or less.
(3) To the leading three high power UK stations who work D68C on the highest number of
hands and modes. The bands are all bands 1.8MHz to 50MHz and the modes are CW, FM,
PSK31, RTTY and SSB. Some will achieve over 18 band/mode contacts.

FSDXA
c/o Neville Cheadle
Further Felden
Longcroft Lane
Felden
Hemel Hempstead
Herts HP3 OBN
England

Wow!
As a keen topband enthusiast I couldn't put this issue to bed without mention that Jack VEIZZ
recently worked DS4CNB for his 300 th country on 160. Way to go, Jack!

many years. Kirsti is thus in a unique
position to observe and comment on some
of the most fascinating activities and events
of recent times.
All the essays are well worth the reading,
from descriptions of VK9NL's own trips to
Svalbard and Bhutan to her characteristic
(XYL) views of Jim's indulgence in his
hobby at home and in faraway places.
Actually, I shouldn't use the term "XYL", as
Kirsti points out severely, because who is to
say when a YL becomes "ex"? This really is
an authentic feminine view of ham radio
from the inside.
All in all, the book is an excellent read.
Perhaps most of all I enjoyed the gentle fun
of the descriptions of Jim's idiosyncrasies
and the not so gentle references to many of
the irritations which we all suffer from time
to time. Even my dog enjoyed it, which is
why I would still like to know what happens
in the last three pages.
Unfortunately this review will appear too
late to influence the choice of Christmas
presents, but no doubt readers will find
other ways to solicit such a welcome gift.

SERENITY

GENERAL TOPICS

Roland Smithers, G4HSD

I think it is the Catholics who say, in due
humility before God, that serenity is a state
unattainable by mortal man. Have I got news
for them! I attained it — well, for one night,
anyway.

an excuse for him/her, the bird's line of
flight did place the black-coated wire of my
dipole directly over the wretched dark
Leylandii in the next door garden. Then
there was, suddenly across my head and
between the houses, a dark, fluttering flash.
Ye gods! My first sighting of a bat for years.
Fantastic!

In the morning's port arrived my QSL for
working Clipperton Island, FOOAAA, on
5th March. CLIPPERTON! The legendary,
almost unobtainable (until fairly recently)
Clipperton. Clipperton — "a flat, barren coral
atoll inhabited by orange land crabs and
various seabirds including booby and
frigate". And a DXCC entity. It's just off the
coast of Mexico, 1500 miles south of San
Diego and owned by France whose nature
conservation authorities are very loath to
grant landing permission. But a major
international DXpedition made it there and I
got 'em. I got 'em! I glowed all day.

Ambling back up the garden, upwardslooking (always looking upwards — "Two
men gazed thr' prison bars. One saw the
mud beneath, the other saw the stars"), my
mind focused (how could it do otherwise)
on the exterior evidence of my "pathway to
the world". Silhouetted against the last, pale,
westerly light of evening were my dynamic,
erratic, infuriating, proudly-standing beam
and my quiescent, faithful, loveable, modest
dipole — my dear, dear friends. And if
you've got friends, you're a wealthy man.
Boy! Am I wealthy?

Later, taking my usual after-dinner stroll
round my estate — more accurately, my walk,
stand, look and listen in my 90' garden,
serenity came upon me.

Communing with my friends, my thoughts
turned to Bob Locher. Now, who the hell is
he, you'll say. I'll tell you — Bob Locher,
W9KN1, the author of "The Complete
DXer" and the guy who played a major part
in my attainment of serenity that night.

Dusk now coming hard upon my preparation
of, cooking and serving the evening meal
(we call it dinner), I missed out on the joy of
the birds' full evening chorus — just one lone
distant thrush still pouring out its beautiful,
inventive but oh, so repetitive call. Have
you noticed that, at a distance, the call is
tedious but close-up there are some many
overtones, harmonics and, as it were, aural
diphthongs that each phrase contains a
musical education. Thanks be, the thrushes
were back in strength this year; they've been
noticeable only for their rarity for several
years past.

One chapter of his book consists of a
fictional account of an almost disastrous
DXpedition to Clipperton and Bob's finally
successful attempts to "snag" them — an
unforgettably gripping story. And now, for
me, fiction has become fact.
You see, when I was young and innocent in
the ways of DXing, just six and a half years
ago, I was tempted by an RSGB ad. to buy
Bob's book. That gave me the "how to"
after Ron G3DCZ's "you can" got me into
the DX dream world. I thank them both
from the bottom of my heart. I attained
serenity.

I was too late to see the swifts making their
mockery of the Red Arrows' acrobatic
display. Mind you, one evening one of the
formation swooping down across the roof
actually struck my dipole and left it
twanging. Unbelievable! I had thought their
aerial navigation was impeccable. He/she
appeared unmoved, thank the Lord. Making

NOTE: The RSGB don't seem to be
advertising Bob Locher's book anymore, but
try them on 01707 659015. Otherwise it is
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A52FH - Thimphu, Bhutan, 3 to 13 September 2000
Vincent Denecker, GOLMX/F5MBO
Planning

customs clearance and amateur radio
licence) and sorting the details of our stay in
Thimphu. Glenn Johnson WOGJ also gave
us some very useful tips based on his own
experience as organiser of the A52A
operation of May 2000.

Our trip was the result of more than five
years of effort and planning by Alain
F6ANA with the help of the French group
called "Les Amis du Bhoutan" and of Dr
Francoise Pommaret in particular. Dr
Pommaret is a world authority on the culture
and society of the Kingdom of Bhutan. She
is well known and highly respected in
Bhutan where she has been given the name
Tashi Om as a mark of recognition. She was
very supportive of Alain's project from the
start and followed it through at the highest
level of the Bhutanese government.

The policy of the Bhutanese kingdom is to
control tourism in order to prevent undue
disruption of the culture and of the
environment of the country. The cost of the
visa is US$200 per day, but it includes
accommodation and all meals, as well as the
service of a guide and a driver. By our
standards, this is not bad value but it
certainly has the effect of limiting the
number of visitors and the duration of their
stay. Only 5,000 visitors entered the country
in 1997 (100 a week).

At the end of March 2000, the Government
of Bhutan introduced the
Telecommunications Act 2000, a broad
legislation covering all aspects of
telecommunications and, in particular,
allowing the reintroduction of Amateur
Radio. Francoise Pommaret immediately
passed on the good news to Alain F6ANA
who started at once to make concrete plans
for an operation. Due to work constraints,
September was the earliest possible date for
an expedition. The first task was to look for
operators, and the following team of five
operators — all members of the Clipperton
DX Club - was assembled

Only one airline serves Bhutan - Druk Air,
the national Royal Airline. At $720, the
return ticket from Bangkok is not cheap.
Druk Air has two BAel46 four-engine jet
aircraft with about 70 seats, but one has
been out of service since this summer,
effectively cutting Druk Air's capacity by
half. The only other entry point into Bhutan
is by road via Phuentsholing, on the Indian
border. However, the journey via India is
very long and is through a troubled area. As
a result of Druk Air's problems, the number
of tourists in Bhutan this summer was very
low, probably half the level mentioned
above.

Denise F6HUW (YL)
Gerard F2VX (CDXC President)
Alain F6ANA
Alain F5LMJ (CDXC Secretary)
Vincent GOLMX/F5MBO

One of the main difficulties for us as a
DXpedition is the strictly applied weight
limit for baggage on Druk Air: 20kgs
including hand luggage. This of course
necessitated careful planning of equipment.
After it was agreed with the Ministry of
Communications that we could, for a
nominal fee, use one of the A3S tribanders
left by the A52A team, we decided that we

Any visitor to Bhutan must go through a
tour operator, and we used the services of
Etho Metho Tours on the recommendation
of Francoise Pommaret. Mrs Dago Beda, the
managing director, was extremely helpful
and did a very professional job in dealing
with the local authorities (including visa,
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would carry the rest of the equipment with
us. This meant taking light transceivers
(TS50 and IC706), and wire and vertical
antennas, but at least we did not have to
worry about air shipping to Bhutan. It was
probably the right decision, in view of the
difficulties experienced by the A52 team
and of the unexpected reduction in Druk Air
cargo capacity.
The team became known to the Bhutanese
authorities as the "French Hams", and the
Bhutan Telecommunications Authority
issued - appropriately - the call sign
A52FrenchHams. The licence was handed to
F2VX, F6ANA and F5LMJ when they met
with Mrs Dago Beda and Francoise
Pommaret in Paris in mid-August to discuss
the last details of our trip.
Getting There

A glance at the atlas is enough to show that
Bhutan is not the easiest of destinations. Our
journey began in a reasonably conventional
way: flight from Paris to Milan, then onward
to Bangkok. But the flight from Bangkok to
Paro via Calcutta is by no means a certainty.
Paro is at the bottom of a valley (2200 m
above sea level), but the surrounding
Himalayan mountains climb to far greater
altitude (well above 4000 m). All landings
and takeoffs in Paro are by visual flight
rules, and the smallest change in the weather
at Paro can mean that flights can be
disrupted for days at a time. During the
monsoon season, from June to September,
this is a likely event. We were very lucky
that our flight was not delayed. We arrived
at Paro on 3rd September after more than 16
hours of total flying time.
Landing at Paro is breathtaking. The
approach is above several mountaintops,
then through several valleys and the plane
finally banks sharply and lands at the strip.
Our landing had good omens as the two
Alains (F6ANA and F5LMJ) watched a
dragonfly flying alongside apparently at the
same speed as the aircraft.
Setting foot on this amazing land was a very
moving moment, particularly for Alain

F6ANA who had planned this trip for so
many years.
We were met at our arrival by Chorten - our
guide — and by our driver. We had our first
taste of Bhutanese food in a Paro restaurant.
It is perhaps not among the world's great
cuisines, but it is nevertheless exotic and
quite interesting. We then set off for the
capital city Thimphu, only 50 km from Paro
but the journey takes two and a half hours
through the majestic valleys of the Paro and
Thimphu rivers.
A52FH

Our hotel in Thimphu — the Pinewood Hotel
— was already familiar with the ways of
amateur radio because it had been host to
the A52A group in May. We were fortunate
to be the only guests at the hotel, so we had
total freedom to organise ourselves and to
use the eight rooms of the hotel as we
wished. We first installed various wire
antennas and a GPA30 vertical, then set up
four stations in four different rooms
according to the antenna positions.
The hotel staff were extremely helpful — and
already well trained by the A52A team in
the art of installing aerials, climbing up trees
without apparent effort to attach dipoles and
other wire antennas.
The advantage of wire antennas is that we
were able to make our first QSO only a
couple of hours or so after our arrival at the
hotel. The G5RV in particular proved to be
a very versatile and quiet antenna that we
could use on all bands from 80m to 10m.
Initially we were unable to locate the A3S
tribander that the A52A expedition had left
behind and which we had agreed with the
Ministry of Communications that we could
use. At this point we met Yeshey Dorji.
Dorji has been given the task by MOC to set
up the first Radio Club of Bhutan A51AA.
Through him we found the tower and the
antenna in various places in Thimphu. Some
of the tower parts had been lost but a local
metal worker was able to create substitute
parts. Some of the A3S parts were also

friends today.

monstrosity" in the air (there are 6 other
hams in close proximity), I get the blame.
Depending on their attitude at the time
dictates if I hand out a filter or, and much to
their surprise, advise them to report it to the
proper authority. Maybe not the brotherly
thing to do, but there are times when
enough's enough.

Earlier I mentioned that "knock on the
door", well, it eventually happened, oddly
enough it coincided with when the miniestate built behind my property started to
become occupied. Not only the DTI, but
also the planning dept. of the District
Council. It eventually ended in my favour,
station clean, and the tower stays. I was of
the opinion that these services are there to
help. The two guys from the DTI were really
great, but as for the other, well, the less said
the better. Occasionally someone tells me
they are having "interference" and, as I'm the
only visible one around that has that "bloody

OK, I've gone on, time to close. If you want
to see how good looking I am (my mother
said I was), go to www.g4ply.co.uk
73 de Viv
Have you looked at my web-page ?
http://www.g4olv.co.uk

A tale of British workmanship, planning and skill
Don Beattie, G3OZF

clearly said "short lorry").

On Wednesday 22nd November, I
understand the lorry duly arrived to lift the
D68C container from Neville's home at
Felden. The crane on the lorry refused to lift
it (rated 8.5 tons) and the driver reported "It
must be a lot heavier than that, Guv.". We
had estimated 3.5 tons plus 2.5m tons for
the container = 6 tons.

Lorry found, allegedly at Felixstowe, would
arrive by 15.00.
In the meantime, crane lifted the container
to weigh it - answer 6.1 tons !
Lorry arrived at 17.20 - from London via
Colchester - pitch dark and raining. Got into
FF front garden with a squeeze, and in 20
minutes the container was loaded and gone.

Early on Friday 24th November Neville and
Trish went on holiday and I went to Felden
to supervise the loading. At 10.45 a 50 ton
mobile crane turned up, followed shortly
later by a 55ft artic to carry this (now "12
ton") container.

Crane got out by doing a gentle multi-point
turn
in
the
drive/neighbour's
drive/surrounding
countryside/Hemel
Hempstead area.

By some magic, the crane got into the front
garden at Further Felden. No way was the
artic going to do this — it could barely get
down the lane.

Further Felden reported as undamaged.
Amazing skill shown by crane driver - this
was a big crane. You will enjoy the video Neville will have a fit.

General confab - we need a shorter lorry
(this despite the fact that the instructions

What a day !
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MEMBER PROFILE

—

G4PLY

Viv Morris

My name is Viv, I'm 52 years young,
currently employed as an electrician at
Mil!field public school in Somerset, and
operate as G4PLY, that stands for Gee, 4
Phased Long Yagis, and I wish. I received
this call back in 1982 and used it for the first
time at The World's Fair being held in
Knoxville Tennessee. Like a lot of callsigns
issued around that time, it was through an
interest in CB that the progression into Ham
Radio seemed to be the way to go.
Admittedly, this was hastened by the fact
that a "knock on the door" was just around
the corner. My reason for being in Tenn.
was visiting a young lady who I'd befriended
via CB. Anybody out there still remember
Billie-Jean from Bristol, Tenn III!!!

never failed, just the plastic cable ties I have
used to hold wire in place. The antenna
being 3 dimensional is, and I refrain from
expletives, a real pig to get up, and down a
free standing tower, with buildings etc. to
negotiate, but its performance when up
makes it worthwhile.
Found CW about 3 years ago, but have to
admit that I'm a 599 and thanks for a new
one operator. I currently have 299 countries
worked, 289 on SSB, and 204 on CW so, at
least for those CW die-hards, I have been
trying. Ham radio is my No.1 hobby, and
over the years have held the following
callsigns: 9H3FL GV2CJC GR5MS
GBOYEZ (town criers) MOAAV. The latter
being currently used by a bunch of local
nutters most Friday nights. I thoroughly
enjoyed the pile-ups that some of these
prefixes generated, which made the effort
worth while. I tried to get an M2000 call,
but the RSGB denied me that privilege.
Sometimes I wonder why I renew my
subscription, then I remember the bureau.
This, you understand, is a personal gripe, as
I'm informed that the RSGB are usually very
helpful.

Anyway, sat the exam, and held G6JWK for
a short while. Then with the much
appreciated help of George, G3AWZ,
passed that nerve racking experience known
as the Morse Test at Burnham Radio
Station. Sadly, before I knew what my G4
call would be, George passed away. No
doubt some of the older generation who read
this will have known him, a legend in his
time. I continued to put his antennae to good
use at my QTH, these were Telrex mono
Yagis on 10+15+20, so was fortunate to hit
the HF bands with a reasonable signal right
from the start, in conjunction with old
faithful, the FTIOIE, which I still have.
Nowadays the station comprises an Icom
737A, kindly donated by 1Y 1 (that's another
story for another day), Kenwood TL922
Linear (wish I'd bought that years ago), and
most of the RF then emanates out of my 3
band, 3-ele Gem Quad, 10+15+20, or a
Double-Vee for everything else in between
or below. The Quad is a superb antenna, and
sits at about 45ft. At this moment in time the
last gales through here have damaged the
reflector on 15m, though as it still does the
business it will stay up until time and
weather permits repair. It is worth
mentioning that the Gem Quad hardware has

Returning to radio, I really enjoy chasing
DX, and make use of my computer in order
to track down those "new ones", hopefully
all time new, or new for band/mode. I
occasionally find the mayhem
accompanying a rare one entertaining, but
only if I have it in my log. Generally
speaking it's appalling, frustrating, and I
have no answer on how to curtail it. My
final comment on this matter is that my
Quad tells me most of the garbage emanates
from a bearing of 115 degrees from my
QTH, need I say anymore.
Over the years I have been. privileged to
meet some of those voices that frequent the
bands, some being well known, others not
so, nevertheless all, without exception were
a pleasure to meet, and some remain as real
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missing, and we had to do some DIY with
parts from other antennas left by the A52A
team.

maximise at all cost our number of QSOs.
The A51AA station is located in the north
end of Thimphu, in a brand new building
with four bedrooms for visiting radio hams.
For the initial operation, we installed a
Cushcraft R8 vertical left by A52A, a 40/80
dipole donated by the Clipperton DX Club,
a Yaesu FT900, a Kenwood TS440, and an
FL2100Z linear.

The effort was worthwhile. The A3S made a
big difference, with stronger signals and
longer openings to Europe, and more
contacts with the USA. However, even with
the Yagi contacts were still difficult to make
for various reasons. Thimphu lies at the
bottom of a valley, at an elevation of
2300m, surrounded by mountains of 4000m
and higher. Power is restricted to 100 watts.
And finally, there was a strong 57/58 local
noise in the early evening, making reception
very difficult on almost all bands.

The first QSO was made on 12 September
2000 between Thinley Dorji - Director of
the Bhutan Telecommunications Authority —
and A52FH operated by our friend Yeshey
Dorji at the Pinewood hotel 5 km away.
We were very pleased to see the work of the
Clipperton DX Club acknowledged in
"Kuensel" -- the national Bhutanese
newspaper — on 16 September. Their article
"Ham radio comes to Bhutan" continued
with "a group of French amateur radio
experts from Clipperton DX Club helped in
setting up the Bhutan Amateur Radio Club".

We also found there was almost no
propagation — except for a few VU and UA9
stations — from around 9am to 4pm.
Although disappointing from a radio point
of view, it at least meant that we could
spend some time exploring this lovely and
fascinating country. Consequently, most of
our contacts were made at night.

The A3S Yagi that we had at the Pinewood
has now been moved to A51AA, and there
are plans for larger aerials on four towers!
Yeshey Dorji and his business partner
Kesang Namgyel have set up Sophun Tours
& Treks to organise amateur radio trips to
Bhutan, and will welcome visiting hams at
the A51AA ham Centre in Thimphu. Further
information can be found on their web site
at http://www.sophun.com.bt or by e-mail at
sophun@druknet.net.bt

It was a surprise when Peter ON6TT showed
up at the hotel one evening. I knew he
would come to Bhutan as part of his job
with WFP, but I thought it would be later in
the year. I have known Peter since 1992
when we went to Clipperton FOOCI — our
first major DXpedition for both of us - and it
was very nice to see him again. Peter had
obtained the call sign A52TT but he kindly
agreed to sign A52FH for the duration of
our operation. He also operated from
A5 I AA.

Thimphu and Bhutan

The A51AA Radio Club

Bhutan is the size of Switzerland but is
sparsely inhabited with only 600,000
inhabitants. The population of the capital
city Thimphu is only 40,000.

One of the great satisfactions of this trip was
the assistance that we were able to give
towards the establishment of the A51AA
radio club station in Thimphu.

The country has a lot of charm. Situated in
the eastern Himalayas between India and
Tibet, the mountains are magnificent.
Forests cover half of the country's surface.
The government does its best to protect the
pristine environment, managing with
success to balance development and
traditional values. Protecting nature and
culture is an integral part of the Bhutanese

We took time off our normal radio schedule
to set up the new station, give initial
amateur radio training, and make
demonstration QSOs. Our view was that it
was better for the future - and more in line
with ham radio spirit - to help develop
amateur radio in Bhutan rather than to try to
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value system, directly influenced by the
Buddhist belief in the sanctity of life.
The influence of the west is clearly visible,
but traditions are also very important and are
still very much alive. Cautiously, the
country is opening up to modem life style.
The Telecommunications Act 2000 is an
example. Not only is Amateur Radio now
allowed in Bhutan, but television as well! A
TV station started to broadcast in Thimphu
this summer. Only one hour a day at the
moment but it is only the beginning...
Internet is also starting to be available in
Bhutan. However, Thimphu is probably still
the only capital city in the world without
traffic lights. In many ways, Bhutan seems
to have one foot in the future and one in the
past.

Band

CW

10

536

1312

1848

12

585

609

1194

15

1287

1310

2597

SSB

Total

17

325

395

720

20

2644

3162

5806

30

745

0

745

40

451

196

647

80

25

84

109

Total

6598

7068

13666

We also made 933 QS0s from the club
station A51AA, so 14.599 QSOs have been
made in total by the A52 French Ham team.

We were able to visit a few dzongs
(fortresses) in Paro, Thimphu and Punakha
(the old capital city). The architecture is
very interesting and often imposing. Most
goembas (monasteries) are closed to foreign
visitors, but we were fortunate enough to be
allowed in the Tango Goemba. The reason is
that our guide Chorten has three brothers
who are monks there, so we had a good
reason to be invited for tea! Drinking rancid
yak butter tea has been a memorable
experience for those of us who dared to
try...

Both A52FH and A5I AA can be searched
on-line on the Clipperton DX Club web site
at http://www.multimania.com/cdxc
F8RZ is the QSL manager for A52FH
F2VX is the QSL manager for A51 AA
(QSO between 12 and 17 September 2000)
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Many thanks from the A52FH team to
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Most of all, it is the people of Bhutan who
leave the deepest impression. They are
really lovely people, open, smiling, helpful,
friendly, and always keen to learn new
things. Thanks to our Bhutanese friends for
adding a human (sometimes spiritual)
dimension to this trip.

•
•

•

STA TISTICS
In 11 days of operation, we made around
13,700 QSO from the Pinewood hotel using
the A52FH call sign, including 6,600 in CW
(operators F6HWU, F5LMJ, GOLMX) and
7,100 in SSB (operators F2VX, F6ANA,
GOLMX, ON6TT)

•

•
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Mark V has a vast range of possible set-up
parameters which real gadget addicts will
love. Many of these are accessed via a menu
system, referred to above, which is not
difficult to use, but which is complex
enough to require access to an aide memoire
in order that one can find the parameter to
be adjusted, always assuming, of course,
that one is aware of the possibilities
available. Thus, the Yaesu operator will
experience a fairly long learning curve if its
full possibilities are to be exploited. The
manual must be read, probably several
times.

use either one. I think the Yaesu Mark V
probably has the edge in sheer performance,
especially when fully kilted out with
options. It certainly offers an enormous
range of options and adjustments. It might
well be better specified for particular
environments such as close-packed, multistation use in contests or expeditions.
Nevertheless, it is considerably more
expensive than the 756Pro - several hundred
pounds more, according to recent
advertisements.
For that reason, I must conclude that the
Icom offers the better value for money.
Whatever the microvolt and decibel
measurements may indicate, I can't imagine
that many people would actually lose DX
contacts using the 756 instead of the Mark
V. While there is satisfaction to be gained
by having the ultimate in technological
gadgetry at one's fingertips, there is also
merit in (relative) simplicity. Furthermore,
the less expensive 756Pro comes with what
to me are the significant advantages of 6m
capability and a memory keyer. What's
more, it is quite a bit smaller, by 70mm in
width, 24mm in height and 62mm in depth.
It also weighs 4.4kg less, excluding power
supplies, if this is a consideration.

In every day operation, the 756Pro is very
straightforward - one tuning knob is
switched between the two VFOs, all
essential information is shown clearly in the
large, colour display screen. I have found
the Mark V somewhat less friendly, in that it
is not always clear what effect the various
controls are having, or which part of the
somewhat cluttered display carries the
information needed. It has two large VFO
knobs which is both an advantage and a
complication. I have no doubt that many of
the apparent disadvantages would diminish
with familiarity, but I remain of the opinion
that the 756 has the edge in userfriendliness. I think I will always be inclined
to adjust the Mark V microphone gain in
mistake for the receiver audio gain because
the two identical knobs are so close
together. Obviously, two such complex
pieces of kit will never be exactly child's
play to use. I'm sure I will always have to
rub my nose on the bench in order to see the
small legends on the rows of rarely used
knobs and buttons at the bottom of either
panel.

I am aware that I have not touched on many
of the features of both of these excellent
rigs, such as channel memories, packet
interfacing, computer control, scanning etc.
etc. This is because such things are either
peripheral to my kind of operating or are
perfectly well implemented by both
transceivers. To describe them all in detail
would result in a much longer article than
the Digest editor would tolerate. In any case,
I would recommend that anyone seriously
contemplating buying one of them should
read the following thorough technical
reviews: Icom 756Pro: Radcom March
2000, QST June 2000

Is it possible to sum up? Yes, if readers will
accept that this is a personal view, based on
my own prejudices and preferences. Both
transceivers are miracles of technology
when compared with those available only a
few years ago. Most amateur operators
would no doubt be very happy to own and

Yaesu MP1000MP Mark V: RadCom
October 2000, QST November 2000.
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two rigs are very similar in this respect. The
one significant comment is the existence of
what I call "phantom" signals sometimes
evident with the 756Pro. These sound rather
like diffuse key clicks which crop up from
time to time, but which I can't identify. They
are definitely not due to strong adjacent
signals and are irritating rather than
preventing the copying of wanted signals. I
have ascribed them vaguely and arbitrarily
to the digital front end of the receiver
without quite knowing why, but I have seen
similar comments in other review articles.

complicated to set up and use, quite apart
from the need to purchase extra filters for
optimum performance. It is possible to
improve the cleanliness of a weak signal in
interference, but does this make the
difference between a successful QSO and a
"miss"? Difficult to say, but probably not
often. I have experienced situations when
the Mark V has been able to give me better
QRM reduction. However, I often listen on
the US mobile net frequency of 14.336MHz
where there is a persistent problem with an
EA operator who thinks he owns
14.337MHz. Neither rig can do much about
that kind of QRM.

I suspect most operators will say that
adjacent signal selectivity is the most
important signal parameter in a receiver's
performance (unless they happen to live
next door to one of the proverbial "big
guns"). In this respect the two rigs take a
fundamentally different approach.

Both transceivers have automatic and
manually tuned DSP notch filters which
work well. I find the Icom manually-tuned
filter especially sharp in taking out
unwanted heterodynes in both SSB and CW
operation. In the Yaesu, the selection of
either or both of the automatic and manual
notch filters is done via a menu process
which is a little tedious and does not lend
itself to fast action.

The Yaesu Mark V is conventional in that it
has provision for three levels of filters in
both second (8.2MHz) and third (455kHz)
IFs, of which only the broadest are provided
as standard, any others being optional
extras, at considerable expense. The 756Pro,
on the other hand, uses DSP band pass
filtering, with three widths, user presettable, for each mode of operation. The
centre frequency and width of the pass band
can then be varied by front panel knobs, the
upper and lower skirts being independently
adjustable. In the Yaesu, the pass band can
also be adjusted by DSP, giving control over
width and centre frequency, although there
is no visual indication of the actual effect of
this, only the audible characteristics of the
received signal. In the 'Pro there is a very
useful readout of the band pass
characteristic as part of the LCD display. To
complement its IF selectivity, the Mark V
has a tuneable preselector at the front end,
but this is usable only from 160 to 20m.

Both transceivers also have pulse noise
blankers and general noise reduction
systems. These are all effective in use and it
is difficult to say if one is better than the
other. A similar comment can be made
about the audio response tailoring and peak
filtering. Certainly the Mark V offers a very
high degree of user adjustment, again via the
menu procedure. How many people will
need or wish to exercise this level of control
and adjustment is, again, difficult to say. So
far I have not felt that urge.
Now to the "feel" of the rigs, which is
probably the area carrying most risk of
subjective comment based on familiarity.
However, I think it is safe the say that the
756Pro is somewhat easier to drive, at least
initially, if for no other reason than that
there are fewer knobs and buttons to worry
about. "Background" setting up of such
parameters as filter bandwidths, keyer
memories etc. is very intuitive and well
presented by the on-screen displays. The

So how do they work in practice? Both are
very good, but my global conclusion is that
the Yaesu selectivity is slightly more
effective in really difficult conditions. On
"the other hand, it is also slightly more

•
•
•

F5OLS, F6AOJ, F6BKI, F6IPG,
K5OVC, K9ECE, N7CQQ, W3UR.
Rafik F5CQ, our web master.
Laurent F8BBL, our pilot.
Jean F8RZ, our QSL manager.

4S7WHG

-

•
•

THE DX PEDITION THAT NEVER WAS
-

Phil Whitchurch, G3SWH

It all started to go wrong when Jan and I
arrived at Sri Lanka's Bandaranaike
International Airport, about 30km north of
the capital, Colombo at about 5 a.m. on 9th
November. Having cleared immigration, we
were horrified to discover that the airline
had lost two of our three bags - one
containing the R-7000 vertical and the other
my clothes, tools, Vibroplex key, MFJ269
and headphones. Jan's bag arrived safely!
Having spent what seemed like ages filling
out a lost baggage report for the airline, we
stumbled through the "Green" channel and
met up with our English speaking
driver/guide, Karu.

Fernando, 4S7DF, the President of the
Radio Society of Sri Lanka (RSSL) in
October 1999, via the RSSL web site
www.qsl.net/rss1/ which contains a section
on how foreign amateurs can obtain a
licence to operate from Sri Lanka.
Dammika responded very promptly
indicating that he was willing to help with
the licence application process, which
involved submitting copies of numerous
documents, including my UK licence, a
document from the British police stating
that I do not have a criminal record and a
copy of the Icom IC-706 technical
specification.

Having explained our predicament, Karu
immediately took us to our travel agent's
desk in the arrivals area where I signed a
number of forms and handed over my
passport and the keys to our missing bags so
that the agent could deal with the Customs
formalities when the bags did arrive. In
anticipation of having the R-7000 with me,
which I carry in a six-foot long ski bag, I
had asked for a car with a roof rack. Such
things are unknown in Sri Lanka and we
were provided with a six seater mini bus,
which was a lot more comfortable than a
car, particularly on the long journeys over
very poor roads.

This was all sent off my snail mail on 11th
February 2000 and on 6th July I received an
e-mail from Dammika saying that their
Ministry of Defence had approved the
licence application. It was then necessary to
snail mail the document back to UK for me
to sign and return to Dammika together with
the modest fee of 650 rupees (about £6.50),
upon receipt of which the Sri Lankan
Telecom authorities would allocate the
callsign. On 25th September, I received
another e-mail from Dammika telling me
that I had been allocated 4S7WHG. I had
asked for 4S7WH, amongst others, but they
always add a "G" for "guest" operators. I
asked for him to send it to me by snail mail,
or even a copy by e-mail, but he was
strangely reluctant to do so, preferring to
meet me on arrival and hand it to me then.
This was not practical, given the ungodly
hour at which we arrived, so we arranged for
Karu to collect it the night before.

We then set off on a 31/2-hour drive to the
Kandalama Hotel, near Dambulla, arriving
in time for lunch. With a six hour time
shift, a 13-hour flight and no sleep on the
plane, this was now about 7 a.m. body-clock
time and we were exhausted.
I first made contact with Datnmika
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Mrs Pem Choden and the Pinewood
hotel staff for their warm hospitality.
Mrs Dago Beda of Etho Metho Tours for
the flawless organisation of our stay in
Bhutan.
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Clause (9) of the licence states, "The
licensed station shall only be operated at the
address shown in the licence". Dammika
had inserted his own address for
convenience as, at the time of application I
had no idea where we would be staying. As
I was planning to be active from a variety of
different locations around the country, he
later advised me to append "/A" to my call
and to inform the Sri Lankan Telecom
authorities by fax of my itinerary, which I
did. Unfortunately, I never received any
form of acknowledgement or confirmation
from them.

naturally leaves enough space for two
bicycles and cows on the loose, not to
mention pedestrians. At times, travelling on
the island requires some extraordinary
driving skills but, in the end, there is always
some manoeuvre you can make to avoid the
bus or truck that is coming straight at you,
making you realise that you may have just
avoided reaching a premature end to your
holiday. During the first few days of our
stay, driving on these roads caused us to
miss an occasional heartbeat but after that
we (more or less) came to accept the
situation as part of the experience.

We actually booked our trip through Jetwing
Travels in Colombo, and Dammika told me
of an amateur who worked there. This
turned out to be Romesh, 4S7RF, who is
also GOTAO and the Chief Executive of
Jetwing Hotels. In an exchange of e-mails
in mid October, Romesh mentioned the
theoretical need to obtain an "equipment
release letter" from the Sri Lankan Telecom
authorities to present to the Customs on
arrival. He told me that this process can
take 2-3 months and that most visiting
amateurs take their chances with the
"Green" channel. He added that there had
never been a problem to his knowledge.

On arrival at the Kandalama, I had literally
only the clothes in which I stood up, plus
two pairs of underpants, which Jan had
carried in her bag. Fortunately, essentials
like toothpaste, razor etc. were also in her
bag. A visit to the hotel shop provided two
tee shirts, but nothing like socks or shorts.
The hotel is literally in the middle of
nowhere, so there was no chance of buying
any other emergency clothes. After a
wonderful Ayurvedic head massage and an
excellent dinner, I washed my socks and we
went to bed feeling somewhat numb.

As there were only a few weeks before we
left UK, obtaining an equipment release
letter was not practical. I made various
enquires of the Bristol Chamber of
Commerce, the Sri Lankan desk at the DTI
and the UK Customs at Bristol Airport. Noone was able to give me any sort of sensible
advice as to the best way of documenting
such equipment as I would be carrying, so I
was left with preparing a list with an
official-looking UK Customs stamp on it
and following Romesh's advice and taking
my chances with the Sri Lankan Customs.

Next morning, we went off to the
spectacular rock fortress of Sirigiya. Built
in the 5th century on top of a 200 metre high
rock, the guidebooks compare it to
something like a European chateau plonked
on top of Ayers Rock. We decided not to
climb the precarious staircase to the top and
went on to the ancient capital of
Polonnaruwa. The ruins here date from the
Ilth century and include some remarkable
Buddhist temples and rock carvings. It
started to rain whilst we were there and, due
to the necessity to remove one's shoes when
visiting Buddhist temples, much of the visit
was conducted with wet feet.

Anyone participating in Sri Lankan traffic
seemingly does so with some contempt for
life. Basically, the Singalese philosophy on
traffic boils down to the idea that every twolane road is wide enough for three cars,
buses or trucks — all at the same time. This

On the way back to Kandalama, my mind
started to work, and I began to think of what
could be achieved radio-wise with the
equipment I had to hand. I carry the Icom
IC-706, power supply, laptop, wire
antennas, coax and various odds and ends in
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756 Pro or MP1000 Mk.V?

-

One Man's View

John Butcher, G3LAS
I'm sure everyone will have read detailed
reviews of these two new transceivers
introduced in the past year by Icom and
Yaesu respectively. Many pages of data,
graphs and analysis have been produced to
indicate how far the reality measures up to
the published specifications. In most cases it
does, but can one really choose a new rig on
the basis of these figures alone? Which is
really the best performer or, more
importantly, the best buy in relation to one's
specific needs?

for the Mark V), a digital voice recorder for
transmit and receive (also optional for the
Yaesu) and a received signal spectrum
display. On the other side, the Yaesu will
output 200W compared with the Icom's
100W and it will also run 75W in class A,
giving a significantly lower harmonic and
spurious output.
The value of these differences depends on
how much you will use the various features.
For me, 6m and the memory keyer are very
significant. The RTTY decoder works fine,
but there is no keyer for that mode, so, since
you therefore need a terminal unit anyway,
you will probably use that for receive as
well. The spectral display is fun and can be
quite useful, but, after the first flush of
enthusiasm, I found myself displaying the
memory keyer screen as the normal mode of
operating the 756Pro. So far, I have not been
moved to try the voice recorder.

I have been fortunate to be able to compare
the duo directly, side by side, for the past
three months. I thought it might be useful to
set out my impressions as a user, without
making the detailed measurements which
are interesting, but often not key factors in
actual use of a rig.
First, the obvious comment: it depends on
what you want and what kind of operating
habits you favour. I doubt if anyone will
ever make full use of either rig with all the
profusion of bells and whistles on offer. My
current preference is for DXing on all bands
from 160m to 6m. I need to skip quickly
from band to band, efficient split-frequency
operation and automatic frequency setting
from a Cluster spot. I rarely indulge in long
rag-chews but I must be able to compete in
pile-ups. As far as modes are concerned, I
use SSB and CW in roughly equal
proportions, but also work with RTTY and
occasionally PSK3 I.

Since I use a linear, I have so far found no
use for the full 200W output of the Mark V,
and I have no close amateur neighbours, so I
doubt if anyone would notice the difference
between the class A and the normal mode of
operation. In fact, I have had several
unsolicited comments on the quality of both
signals, especially on the speech quality of
the 756. By the way, I use speech
compression on both rigs, which is easy to
set up and effective for DX readability in
both cases, and I have not so far had any
reason to adjust it very meticulously.

I should also confess that I am at present
more familiar with the 756Pro, having used
it and its predecessor, the plain vanilla 756,
for about three years. However, I have tried
to acknowledge where familiarity has
probably influenced my opinions.

So much for the major features. What are
these rigs like in use? This means
essentially, "How do they compare for
sensitivity, selectivity and general
ergonomic convenience?"
On the HF bands, most people's small signal
reception will probably be limited by
external noise sources rather than the
ultimate S/N figures of the receiver. I have a
very quiet location most of the time and this
is certainly true for me. I have found that the

Obviously, both rigs cover similar frequency
ranges and modes, with the notable
exception that the 756 has 6m which the
Yaesu doesn't. It also has a built-in RTTY
decoder, a memory keyer (an optional extra
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My particular thanks go to my XYL Jan;
Dammika, 4S7DF; Romesh, 4S7RF/GOTAO
and to the management teams of the Citadel
Hotel, Kandy, the Yala Safari Beach Hotel,

Yala and Milton's Hotel, Unawatuna,
without whose help and co-operation this
operation would not have been possible.

HOPPERS, STICKERS, CREEPERS AND OTHER BUGS
Ian Davies, G3KZR

Having had to sit out some big pile ups this
year in order to bag New Ones I have been
interested in observing the habits of the DX
CW operators as they cope with the boiling
stew of callers.

whiz back to 2-3 kHz up. They are better to
manage than hoppers but again tend to
widen the pile up unnecessarily.
The insect which makes me despair is the
`by numbers' bug who can be any of the
above in style but by using 'by numbers'
favours the strong few who can blast
through in the time window offered and
totally frustrate the rest. To wait anything
from 30 to 50 minutes for the next round is
just mind numbing - especially if the
opening is short - and my solution here is to
try once and then switch off — super DX or
not. I am pleased the authors of
`DXpeditioning behind the scenes' made the
point to discourage this practice. I have
however heard it a couple of times recently
from stations which should have known
better (one a G).

From my point of view the best operator to
manage is the `sticker'; the one who listens
on one frequency until it either dries up or
becomes over-subscribed. This allows a less
than dominant station to use skill to find the
rx frequency and have a fair chance of being
heard. Most (but not all) of the roving G
operators seem to come into this category
and are relatively easy to work (thanks
guys).
The hoppers are those who randomly skip
about with the intention, I suppose, of
deterring callers from spotting a hot
frequency. They drive me totally mad and
the only tactic is to find the range of the
hops and sit somewhere within it calling
blindly. This favours the stronger callers as
they are the most easily spotted while
tuning. Of course the odd lucky weak station
may be found in a clear gap but I am sure it
is more of a lottery than anything else.
Additionally, the effect is to widen the pile
up.

The final bug(bear) is the operator who goes
along at 35 wpm when signals are weak and
watery. The effect of this is that calling
stations — of very varied Morse handling
capability — do not read what is going on
and the QSO rate actually goes down as a
result. Nothing is then gained from the
speed of sending.
The moral is that the world will never be
perfect but all can be forgiven — so long as
they are in the log!

The creepers, once noted, usually creep up a
few Hertz each time until they get 10 — 15
kHz above their transmit frequency and then

my hand luggage, so had the basis of a
station. Keying the transmitter was possible
using the laptop's keyboard and CT, but I
was missing a pair of headphones. Jan came
to the rescue with a pair of simple earpieces
from her portable CD player. I was in
business!

as we went off to see the Temple of the
Tooth and a typical Sri Lankan cultural
show. Later that evening, the hotel laid on
some live music, which was very loud in our
room, resulting in a late night change to a
quieter room on the ground floor. The
antenna thus had to be taken down again
very early the next morning before we set
off for the day's visit to the Pinewella
Elephant Orphanage at Kegalle. The
highlight of the morning was to see about 50
elephants of all sizes being driven down the
village street to bathe in the shallow river.

The Kandalama hotel is an architectural
gem, built into the side of a mountain,
facing north and overlooking a 1st century
man-made lake called a tank. The exterior
of the 1km long building is covered in
carefully cultivated vegetation to hide the
concrete outline. Our room was on the third
floor with a convenient tree in the garden
below, so a sloping dipole was practical and
the take-off looked good. I already had
permission from the hotel manager to
operate, so set about rigging the antenna.
This proved much more difficult than
expected, mainly due to the nylon string
tangling in the vegetation and I had to
abandon my efforts when dusk fell.

The antenna I rigged at the Citadel was a
simple wire dipole for 20, 30 or 40 metres,
adjusted by means of crocodile clips and
supported by a length of nylon string. I have
successfully used this particular antenna in
Tanzania, Reunion and lastly on the Wasini
Island expedition in Kenya. I was rather
taken aback to see that the 20 metre section
had been folded back on itself, presumably
to resonate on 17 metres during the visit to
Wasini Island. The new room was not so
well situated for a horizontal antenna, but a
sloping dipole from a tree was possible.
The assumed 17-metre dipole didn't
resonate on 17 metres, or on any other
amateur band, but I did manage to tune it by
means of an ATU. After a few unanswered
CQ calls on 18073 kHz, I moved up the
band and found Kjell, SMOCCE just
finishing a QSO with another 4S7 station. I
called him and he came straight back and
gave me 549 — my first QSO at 11:08 UTC
on 13th November! After a short chat, Kjell
kindly left me with the frequency, and I had
about 40 QSOs, mainly with eastern Europe
but including G31ZI over the next hour or
so, but I was obviously not getting out as
well as would have liked.

We left next morning for a three-night stay
in Kandy, the ancient capital of the country,
so I was hopeful of some activity from the
Citadel Hotel. When we arrived, there was
a message from the airport saying that they
had received my bags, which had been left
in Amsterdam, but that the Customs would
not release the antenna or other items
without a copy of my licence, so could I
please fax them a copy. The good news was
that the bag containing my clothes was en
route from Colombo. The hotel's fax
machine failed to co-operate but I was
fortunate to be able to send the copy
document back with the driver who
delivered my clothes.
Again, I had permission to operate from the
hotel management and made contact with
the chief engineer almost as soon as we
arrived. He could not have been more
helpful, even arranging for one of his
electricians to scramble over the hotel roof
to help rigging the antenna — much to the
alarm of some of the other guests!

We then moved on to Nuwara Eliya in the
hill country for one night. Even though I
had permission to operate at the Galway
Forest Lodge, overhead power lines
surround the building and we were
scheduled to leave at dawn the following
morning, so amateur radio was not on the
agenda for that day. There was a fax from

There was no opportunity to operate that day
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torch between my teeth taking down the
antenna.

Jetwing to say that the Customs would not
release the antenna to them as they required
some more documentation. I spoke to
Dammika, 4S7DF by telephone, who told
me not to worry as a friend of his was the
chief Customs Officer at the airport and he
would try to arrange the release of the
equipment on my behalf. I asked him to
arrange to forward it to our last hotel at
Unawatuna, where we were to spend five
nights relaxing after a fairly gruelling tour.

We were looking forward to spending a few
days relaxing at the Unawatuna Beach
Hotel, near Galle on the south-western
coast. This hotel was our choice, rather than
a recommendation from Jetwing, and it very
quickly proved to have been a mistake. Our
room was on the third floor overlooking the
garden and was really quite comfortable,
except that it stank of paint. We had
expected a much larger property, with some
space for antennas. As it turned out, it was
extremely overcrowded and noisy. The last
straw was a disco during the first evening,
the noise from which was inescapable. Jan
was in hysterics by 10 p.m. When I
complained, the duty manager cheerfully
told me it would be over by 12:30 a.m!
There were no alternative, quieter rooms
available and we moved out the following
morning.

We then moved on for two nights at the
Yala Safari Beach Hotel, close to the
entrance to the Yala West National Park on
the south-eastern coast. What a superb
hotel! We arrived in the late afternoon after
a long journey via Horton Plains, where we
made a 10km trek to see World's End, an
awesome 700-metre precipice with
magnificent views. Our room faced onto the
beach and was about 150 metres from the
sea itself. There were two lines of stunted
trees between which I rigged a horizontal
dipole running east/west. By this time, I had
calculated the length of a 20-metre dipole,
and adjusted the so-called 17-metre dipole
to this band. Without an ATU, the SWR
was 1.3:1 and the first QSO was with
RI ANZ at 12:40 UTC, just about dusk, on
15th November. The choice of 20 metres
proved to be a bad one, as activity was
almost non-existent at the times when I was
active. A short session before dawn (about
23:00 UTC) the next day produced QSOs
with several Caribbean stations, Canada and
the eastern seaboard of the USA, but only 15
QSOs in total.

With Jetwing's agreement and the help of a
local tuk-tuk (three wheeled taxi) driver, we
found and moved into a smaller hotel called
Milton's, about 500m away, which was
much more suited to us. Telephone calls to
Jetwing revealed that the Customs would
still not release the antenna and they
recommended I go to Colombo to try to sort
it out myself. I reluctantly agree to travel
earlier than planned on our last day with a
view to negotiating its release so as to be
able to take it home with me on the outgoing
aircraft.
With the hotel owner's permission, I set up
a sloping dipole for 12 metres in a tree on
the edge of the Indian Ocean. This was
facing south-west, which was not the best
direction for Europe, but managed to
generate a respectable pile up between mid
afternoon and dusk on Saturdayl8th
November. My signal was obviously not
very strong and G3HTA gave me 229. He
was a respectable 579 himself. When the
band died I'd made 214 QSOs. I was
hoping for a repeat performance on Sunday
19th, but there was a tremendous electrical

One of our principal interests on our travels
is bird watching and we were well rewarded
in the Yala area with painted storks, blue
swamp hens and three species of bee-eaters,
as well as elephant, buffalo and wild boar.
The hotel does not have a swimming pool,
which was probably just as well, as there
were several crocodiles in the adjacent
lagoon that would probably have taken up
residence. The morning we left, it was
raining and I was up before dawn, running
around the beach in swimming trunks with a
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45 minutes before we could even think

storm that afternoon which not only made
operating slightly dangerous, but was
accompanied by torrential rain which
reduced visibility to about 50 metres for
several hours. The centrepiece of the dipole
filled up with water and had to be dried out
the next day when the rain had stopped.

about checking in. Once through the
security check, I was whisked off to the
arrivals area and produced my authority to
collect the equipment. After much further
deliberation and form filling, I was allowed
into the store to identify the bags. The ski
bag was immediately obvious, but the two
boxes containing the MFJ, Vibroplex etc.
had been put into a large plastic bag and
both secured with wire seals. There was a
difficulty when I tried to take both parcels,
as the Customs paperwork only related to
one parcel! After much further negotiation
and the payment of a 500 rupee "storage
charge" (about £5), I managed to extricate
myself and the two bags to the departures
area and check in the bags.
The flight home left at 06:45 local time and
called at Male in the Maldives and Abu
Dhabi in the UAE before arriving at
Amsterdam at 17:20 local the same day.
There was a short delay before our flight to
Bristol, which arrived at 20:25 local. To
crown it all, our very carefully arranged lift
home got the day wrong and we had to take
a taxi from the airport. Once we got home,
we had been travelling for 26 hours, and
were again exhausted and in need of a
holiday to recover. We were waking up at 4
a.m. every day for the following week!

Sessions on the afternoons of 20th & 21st
produced 174 and 134 QSOs respectively. I
tried extending the dipole to work on 15
metres and 17 metres, but was obviously not
getting out so well as on 12 metres when the
band was open. Fluctuations in the
electricity supply voltage sometimes meant
that there was not enough voltage to operate
the interface between the computer and the
radio, which was most frustrating and led to
reports of QSD.
We travelled back to Colombo on the
morning of 22nd November and were taken
to the airport to meet the Customs officials.
Bandaranaike Airport is subject to very
strict security precautions. One guidebook
says it's probably one of the most secure
airports in the world. It's certainly bristling
with armed troops and machine gun nests!
After much delicate negotiation, I was able
to persuade the Customs to allow me to
collect the antenna etc. on production of my
boarding card. They took some convincing
that I needed to check the antenna as hold
baggage i.e. before I was given my boarding
card, but eventually agreed for me to call
back at 2 a.m. next day, when checking in
the rest of our bags, when they would
release the equipment. Under no
circumstances would they even consider
releasing the goods to me that afternoon! So
much for Romesh's claim of there never
having been a problem with the Customs!
However, I remain convinced there would
have been no problem at all if the airline
hadn't lost the bags.

I made a total of 584 CW QSOs with 63
DXCC entities, 507 of which were on 12
metres, which was nowhere near the level of
activity that I had planned. Once again I
have proved to myself (if to no-one else) the
need to have a simple but flexible antenna
system where band changes can be easily
made to suit the prevailing propagation.

Chris Page, G4BUE at the Adur Village
Press pulled out all the stops and both
printed and despatched the QSL cards
within 24 hours of receiving the fax of my
very rough design. The first direct cards
were sent out within a week of returning
home. QSLs are available from either my
Callbook address with return postage and
SAE or via the RSGB bureau.

At 2 a.m. I duly reported to the Customs
officer in the departures hall. Check in
desks at Bandaranaike International Airport
open promptly three hours before departure
time, so we had to hang around for another
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4S7WHG DXpedition to Sri Lanka - November 2000 (Page 29)

A52FH DXpedition to Bhutan - September 2000 (Page 25)

Phil G3SWH operating at Milton's Hotel, Unawatuna, near Galle.

The A52FH team. L to R: Denise F6HWU, Alain F5LMJ,
Vincent GOLMX, Gerard F2VX and Alain F6ANA.

Phil and Romesh 4S7RF at Rornesh's office.

First contact from A51AA. Thinly Dorji, Director of the Bhutan
Telecommunications Authority, makes the first QSO with A52FH.

IV

J3G Contest DXpedition to Grenada - November 2000 (Pge 58)

Thimphu Valley. This picture is taken from the Phajoding Monastery,
3800m above sea level. Thimphu is at the bottom of the valley,
2300m above sea level.
J5X/Z DXpedition to Guinea-Bissau - September 2000 (Page 42)

L to R: Nigel G3TXF, Marconi rigger Ian, Dave G3TBK an Ian
G3WVG get ready for a CQ WW CW entry from Grenadavith
the brand new call J3G.

The Cushcraft R7000 vertical.

Dave G3TBK operating the 'run' station at J3G whilst the had of
Ian G3WVG can be just seen to the left on the receiver dial of the 'lull' station!
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