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The NEW IC-756PR0
HF+50MHz, 32bit DSP transceiver
•

•

32-bit, Floating-point, IF DSP - this
refined level of processing improves noise
reduction and provides auto-notch
functions.

•

5-inch TFT Colour LCD - a first in a HF
transceiver' This LCD provides a wider
viewing angle and increased level of
information, without cluttering the display
a Pea. The following information can be
displayed:-

•

•
Dual frequency display
11# Memory frequency & memory name
IF filter bandwidth
•
•
RTTY tuning indicator and received
cha rooters
•
Rea I-time spectrum scope
•
Voice memory/CW memory keye r
L. contents

•

•

•

Digital Voice Memory - 4 channels are
assigned for transmit and 4 for receive,
with up to 15 seconds recording in each.
•

Digital Twin-Pass Band Tuning
-digital y nar ows the pas -band width at
the DSP to efficiently eliminate in te rfering
signals. Operating the PBT within the DSP
allows sharper, superior pass-band width
characteristics.

•

Real-time Spectrum Scope - selectable
sweep ranges, s12.5kHz, ±25kHz, _±50kHz,
± 100kHz.

The
1C-756PRO

Dual-watch - receive two signals on the
same frequency band simultaneously.
Monitor a DX station while operating on
another frequency'

contains new

De;
ne
20t11

and improved

AGC Loop Operation - IF filter and notch
circuits are included in the DSP loop,
giving a wider dynamic range.

features of
great interest

IF

Digital
Filter - with 51 selectable
bandwidths. To operate in PSK31 and
other digital modes, it is possible to set
the bandwidth for the SSB filter to 50Hz.

to serious
HF operators

Low Distortion, RF-type, Speech
Compressor - with selectable transmit
bandwidths of 2.0kHz, 2.6kHz, and 2.9kHz.

and DX
enthusiasts.

Built-in RTTY demodulator/dual-peak
APF - an RTTY demodulator and decoder
circuit is built-in. Two peak frequencies
can be selected by setting the shift width
for RTTY operation. Received data is
shown on the LCD.

NOW AVAILABLE FROM ML&S AT ONLY

£1999

(RRP E2399)

Pay nothing until June then pay balance interest free!

Or after June pay 36 x £84.36 at 24.9%

101_61S is an authorised dealer and has workshops on-site, inspected and certified by twin U.K.

MARTIN LYNCH & SONS

140.142 NORTHFIELD AVENUE, EALING,
LONDON W13 9SB

11 FAX: 0208 566 1207 11 WEB SITE: MandS.co.uk

Is

■ E•MA1L: sales@MlandS.:o.uk

'
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PETER HART'S REV/EW RA9COM
'It is outstanding value for money when considering that all the important

PHONES

of an HF plus 6 metre radio are fitted as standard with an electrical
nee achieved of some radios costing considerably more'.

xtcks a hefty 100W punch on all Ham bands 1.8 50MHz. It is backed by a superb receiver
rs fitted as standard. Make no mistake - this is a real DX operators transceiver ideal for use at
or for that portable DXpedition. General coverage receive is included and wideband transmit
DO customers. The detachable front panel allows remote mounting and additional security.
-

TX - all HF + 6mtr
RX - general coverage
150kHz - 30-MHz
50MHz - 54MHz
SSB, CW, AM, FM & digital modes
100 memories
Detachable faceplate and remote
mounting kit available
Speech processor standard
Narrow filters fitted as standard
100W output on HF & 6mtrs

• Selectable 4 stage RF gain
-20dB to +10dB
• Superb TX audio and RX
• Excellent RX sensitivity
• Full break in on CW
• All mode squelch
• Scan facilities
• CTCSS encoder
• Noise blanker
• Quick offset for DX pile-ups
• IF shift control
• Separate HF & 6M antenna sockets

Kenwood's TS-870S gives you something called an Intelligent Digital Enha nced
COMO= ications

9

E. 5 9 9 .e
£8 P&P

FOR MCC 416118ERS
W/7;4' VOI/0111R

r f y

Systetli.

Or to put it another way, you can talk to someone halfway round the world and it
feel like they're in the noism with you.
If you've never tried a digital 1-1F transceiver before, you won't believe just how well
the TS-870S can find a signal that's almost buried in noise. And because its made
by Kellwood, reliability can he taken for granted, too.
Features? High frequency DSP for post-IF signal processing, high-speed PC control,
automatic antenna tuner, a built-in K1 LogiKey for a lull range of CW operations.
features, 100 memory channels...and chats just a taste. Your nearest dealer has the full
specification.

off

PAY BY THREE POST DATED
CHEQUES INTEREST FREE!

MBERS
HASE ONLY

1123 92 662145

EVADA

189 London Rd • North End • Portsmouth • Hants • P02 9AE

Best of all, the TS-870S gives you all this at a price that's amazing value. St) you can
talk to the world without getting any interference. Even front your bank manager.
For more inlortnation on the TS-870S phone 01523 212044.

KENWOOD

STJ
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NEW QUADRA SYSTEM AMPLIFIER
HF/6M AMPLIFIER
With Matching VP-1000 Power Supply
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CDXC ANNUAL DINNER 2000

8

RSGB IOTA MILLENNIUM PROGRAMME

YALau

compliment the FT-1000/D, FT-1000MP and FT-920 HF radios.
These exciting new Amplifiers are now available through your authorised
Yaesu Dealers.

12

NICE TO KNOW

14

•

1000 WATTS POWER OUTPUT @ 220 VAC (500 WATTS ON 6-METERS)

•

TX Range: 160 — 10 / 6 Meter Amateur Bands

•

Large Dot-Matrix LCD Display Features The Worlds First Panoramic SWR Monitor

•

Automatic System Monitoring with VSWR Protection

•

Ultra High Speed Antenna Tuner w/ Multi-Band Memory

•

Power Supply and Amplifier are Separate for easier installations

•

8 x MRF150 Power MOS FET

•

2 Input and 4 Output Antenna Jacks for Versatile Operation

•

Direct Air Flow Cooling System for Efficient Dissipation of Heat

•

Automatic Bandswitching w/ FT-1000D. FT-1000MP, FT-920,

18

VP2V/G3TXF AND FG/G3TXF : FINDING YOUR SPOT ON THE BEACH

21

DXPEDITIONING WITH AN INDOOR DIPOLE!

21

MEMBER PROFILES — G3LAS

24

MEMBER PROFILES — G4OBK

26

DX SECRET WEAPON?

28

SWL NEWS
THE PACKET CLUSTER — FRIEND OR FOE?

FT-990. FT-900C/AT
Size: (each) 410 W x 135 H x 410 D mm (16 1/4" W x 5 3/8" H x 16 1/4" D)

•

Weight:VL-1000 Amp = 15 kg, VP-1000 Power Supply= 12 kg

•

Optional Mounting rack avaiable to combine the VL-1000 and the VP-1000

29
29

32

A ROOKIE IN GHANA

33

WRTC 2000

37

UK ALL-TIME CQWW RECORDS

38

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
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NORTHERN TERRITORY IOTA DXPEDITIONS NOV 1999

QRZ CONTEST
FEATURES

9

POSTBAG

GENERAL TOPICS

Yaesu is proud to announce the new QUADRA SYSTEM H.F.+ 6-Meter Amplifier.
This new Amplifier is in a class by itself with state-of-the-art features such as a
full 1KW power output, Multi-Function Omni-Glow LCD Display, 4 Antenna Outputs
and 2 Antenna Inputs. This new QUADRA SYSTEM Amplifier is designed to match and

3

EDITORIAL

Please note: V1.1000 and VP-I000 are not sold separately.

"SCAB SU
Yaesu UK Ltd, Unit 12 Sun Valley Business Park, Winnall Close, Winchester,
Hampshire 5023 OLB. Telephone: 01962 866667 Facsimile: 01962 856801.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
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R A Kent
Pump kit
Pump assembled
KT1 "pro" pump
Twin paddle kit
"
" assembled
Single paddle kit
"

"

assembled

EK4 iambic keyer
EK4M memo keyer
EK4 memory upgrade
Iambic keyer kit
Touch twin keyer kit

CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).
Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between I st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).
Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the
Digest Editor address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the
Digest are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

CDXC Web site: hup://www.CDXC.org.uk

£43.50
£56.50
£65.50
£56.50
£69.50
£48.50
£59.50
£47.50
£73.50
£29.50
£15.00
£27.90

Swedish Pump Key
Pederson DKI000

£99.95

Bencher
BY1 twin (black base)
BY2 twin (chrome)
ST1 single (black)
ST2 single (chrome)

£79.95
£89.95
£79.95

£89.95

Logikey
11.3 keyer
Superkeyer 3

£129.95
kit

£59.95

Samson
ETM SQ twin paddle
ETM9C X3 keyer - with built
in paddles

£39.95
£129.95

ETM9C X3 fitted with Schurr
£199.95

ETM9COG X3 keyer without

£109.95
Paddles
NB Samson ETM9 keyers use the SK3 chip

Schurr
Prof' twin paddle
Portabel "midi" twin
Twin mechanism without

£129.95
£119.95

Base

£74.95

Twin mechanism for ETM
Keyers (ETM5 on)
Pump mahogany base

£79.95

RG213 Mil spec (/m)
RG58stranded core(/m)
RG174 miniature (/m)
450 ohm slotted twin
300 ohm slotted twin
75 ohm twin (400Watts)
16swg H/D copper (/m)
Polyprop egg insulator
Ribbed poly. Insulator
Dipole centre box
Dipole centre `T" piece
PL259 for RG213
PL259/6 for RG58
S0239 in line socket
BNC 50ohm plug RG58
N plug 50ohm RG213
" " " rt. Angled
N plug 50ohm RG58
PL259/PL259 1m lead

£0.75
£0.35

8 pin mic plug
8 pin mic line receptacle
8 pin mic 1m extn. lead
RJ45 plug
RJ45 plug (CAT 5)
2.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm mono jack plug
3.5mm stereo j. plug
3.5mm stereo scrnd jp
'A" mono jack plug
'A" stereo jack plug
'A" mono scrod j. plug
'A" stereo scrod j. plug
Adaptor 'A" to 3.5 stereo
Adaptor 3.5 to 'A" stereo
Adaptor 'A" to phone
Combiner 2x 3.5 to 3.5
Combiner 2x 'A" to 'A"
Combiner 2x 3.5 to 'A"

£1.50
£2.50
£8.50
£0.25
£0.50
£0.20
£0.25
£0.60
£0.85
£0.65
£0.75
£0.95
£1.25
£0.95
£0.95
£1.25
£1.40
£1.50
£1.50

£0.40
£0.70
£0.65
£0.30
£0.25
£0.60
£0.75
£3.25
£3.00
£0.65
£0.65
£1.95
£1.50
£1.95
£2.50
£1.95
£3.50
(Ns and BNC have captive pins-mostly
Greenpar Macom)

Keys and Keyers

Paddles

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20 FEBRUARY

Feeders, cable, connectors

G3TUX

(combiners/adaptors are stereo)
lm key/paddle leads 2+screen

-3.5mm screened plug
-1/4" screened plug
Red/Black twin power cables
8 Amp £0.35 20Amp

£139.95

Spares for keys stocked and repairs
undertaken

£3.50
£3.75
£0.55/m

VAT included - P&P extra
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CDXC GOODS
The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.
PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.
KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.
RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio
correspondence.
REPLACEMENT MEMBERSHIP BADGE
Replacement membership badges can be provided on request in the event of loss or
change of call sign. As the engraving of badges is normally undertaken in batches,
delivery may extend to a number of weeks.
PRICING
Paperweight:
Key Fob:
Rubber Stamp:
Replacement Badge:

£2.50
£1.50
£5.00
£2.50

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

PAYMENT
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Barry Cooper, G4RKO
9 Fieldfare
Sandy
Beds
SG19 2UZ
UK

CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.

CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS
EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT
Welcome to a new Millennium! I trust your
logging programs are still working, your rig
is still talking to you, and your bank can still
track down your account details!
Since the last Digest there have been some
major contests and a few DXpeditions,
though nothing earth shattering. Conditions
on the bands remain good, with FO0 and
T32, for example, being worked on 10m
during CQWW CW. Let's hope 2000 is
even better!

VKOLDNKOMM
Earlier today I spent a half hour or so
listening to the frequency on which VKOLD
had announced he would appear to work
Europe. It was enough to make me give up
amateur radio and take up quilting.
Here we have an operator who is not an
experienced DXpeditioner, but a trained
commercial radio op. He is choosing to
bring some of his commercial operating
practices into amateur radio, rather than
adopt amateur practices. By this, I mean that
he is announcing specific schedules
beforehand and then requiring DXers to
stick with them. His operating technique
also appears somewhat pedantic and precise
to our amateur ears, again presumably based
upon his commercial experience where
accuracy is paramount and quantity is less
important unless there is a huge amount of
traffic to pass.
Listening to this, most of us in CDXC no
doubt feel frustrated, knowing that we
would give our eye teeth to operate from
Macquarie, one of the rarest DXCC entities,
and knowing that we could easily run pileups at 150 an hour or more, without the sort
of QRM that we are hearing on VKOLD's
frequency.

46

What happened this morning was that
VKOLD was scheduled to appear on
14003kHz at 0900. By 0855 the frequency
was occupied by maybe half a dozen
stations, all seemingly intent to cause QRM,
or to "keep the frequency clear" for the
VKO. This went on for at least half an hour,
possibly longer but I had given up in
disgust, with the QRM becoming more
strident, the name calling more obnoxious as
time went on. There was clearly frustration
that VKOLD hadn't appeared, but it was
hardly surprising. I presume he had heard
the racket and decided he had better things
to do with his time.
I see no obvious solution. The ideal situation
would be for everyone to keep quiet, and go
along with VKOLD's operating technique.
This doesn't require genius, but it does
require a significant change in the behaviour
of a large number of HF operators who have
got used to a different way of doing things
over the years. Alternatively, we might hope
that VKOLD will change his approach. Even
to appear unannounced, and to vary his
operating times and frequencies, would help
a lot, though PacketCluster would quickly
bring the idiots to the party.
What I suspect will happen in practice is
that VKOLD (or VKOMM as he will he for
the Millennium year) will keep his operating
time to a minimum, and the good guys will
suffer along with the bad. A pity, but there
seems a certain inevitability about the
situation.

SILENT KEY
Last time I said in my editorial that we
wished Chod Harris WB2CHO, VP2ML a
speedy recovery from his heart attack.
Unfortunately this was not to be and he
passed away soon after.

73 Don G3XTT

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

Girobank

Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
The CDXC Annual Dinner, one of the most
popular events of our social year is to take
place on Saturday 18th March at the
Waterloo Hotel in Crowthorne, Berks. This
is the same location as last year when we
were looked after very well by the hotel and
everyone who attended seems to have had
an excellent evening. The details and
booking form appear later in this Digest.
The seating is limited so get your bookings
in early. Another date for the diary - the
AGM and Summer Social will be held on
Saturday 1 July and Trish and I will host this
here at Further Felden. Let's hope for good
weather, yet again!

•
•
•

This means that, in the past year, we have
made contributions to eleven DXpeditions,
the remaining eight being:
•
•
•
•
•

Marketing Initiatives
We plan another major exercise when the
1999 DXCC listings are published and we
shall he writing to all UK non-members
with a prospectus and a back issue of the
Digest. Last year we also wrote to those
active on the PacketCluster and this brought
an excellent response so we shall try this
again. We are also seriously considering
advertising in RadCom but only if the rate is
right! Our renewals have followed the usual
pattern and we have sent out final, final
reminders. I anticipate that about 20
members will not renew — this is a typical
figure — and so we will have around 455 to
460 members when the exercise in complete
but before the next marketing initiative.
Thanks to the support of Martin Lynch &
Sons (Martin G4HKS) and Nevada
Communications (Mike G3SED) we will
soon be able to accept subscription renewals
by credit card. Details of how to do this will
he posted on the CDXC web site — we
anticipate that this will be an attractive
feature, particularly for overseas members.
DXpedition Funding
During the past two months the Committee
has approved funding to the following three
DXpeditions:

CEOZ? £100
Juan Fernandez January 2000
VP6BR £100
Pitcairn January 2000 onwards
£200
FO0??
March 2000.
Clipperton

•
•
•

Campbell Is Jan 99
ZL9CI
3B9R
Rodriguez Is April 99
T24DX Tuvalu
Aug/Sept 99
Pagalu
3COR
Sept 99
T31K,T3IT & T3IYL
Sept 99
Central Kiribati
ZK3CW, ZK3DX & ZK3YL
Oct 99
Tokelau Island
T30Y & T3OCW
Oct/Nov 99
Western Kiribati
ZYOSP
St Paul & St Peter Rocks Apr 2000.

In all these cases our contributions have
been matched by the RSGB HF DXpedition
Fund. I know that our efforts are much
appreciated by the DXpeditioners.
Proposed CDXC Members' Fund
During the past year or so we have received
requests from CDXC members for support
for their DXpeditions to semi-rare DXCC
entities or to new, rare or semi-rare IOTA
groups. These have generally been to
locations outside Europe and have involved
considerable expense. Because the DXCC
entities concerned have not been particularly
rare, we have had to say "no" to these
requests for funding as they did not meet our
current criteria.
The Committee has been reviewing these
situations and would like to receive
reactions from members to the following:

(I) A small fund, "The CDXC Members'
Fund" would be established to encourage
CDXC members in their DXpeditioning

ne wee* menu re waves .1- LBCESTEI

Standing Order
PLEASE USE THIS FORM FOR STANDING ORDERS FROM AN ACCOUNT AT ANOTHER BANK
IF YOU WISH To SET UP YOUR STANDING ORDER FROM A GIROBANK CURRENT ACCOUNT
PLEASE USE THE FORM OVERLEAF

Bank

To

Branch
Please pay

Sorting Code Number

Branch title (not address)

Bank

GIROBANK PLC
Beneficiary's Name
CD XC
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BOOTLE

Quoting Reference

I Account Number'

59 7
i -----

6

2

8

8

0

7

The sum of

Amount in figures

Amount in words

£
and thereafter every

Commencing

Date of first payment

1st July

Amount of first payment

Due date and frequency

1st July annually

£
Date of last payment

Until further notice in writing or

and debit mylour account accordingly

Account number

Name of account to be debited

T

THIS REPLACES MY/OUR PREVIOUS STANDING ORDER FOR THE TRANSFER
TO THE SAME ACCOUNT (cross out rf not applicable)
OF
• NOTE -The first digit of the Girobank account number should be entered as the last chgrt of the bank sort
code, the remaining eight digits representing the account number
Name(s)

Signature
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Signature
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AFTER COMPLETION PLEASE FORWARD THIS FORM TO THE BANK BRANCH WHICH
LOOKS AFTER YOUR ACCOUNT.
crceat. OIC RC)Wered re England NO 1950000 FlegnIved Oiler 10 MA Steel t. onCIOn t CZV 3111
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10 04 010 rrpv 8 8

cox°

activities.

THE UK DX FOUNDATION

(2) Generally the DX location would be
outside Europe.

Secretary: Barry Cooper, G4RKO
9 Fieldfare
Sandy, Beds, SG19 2UZ
Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 1767 692535
E-mail: g4rko@cooperbflyer.co.uk

(3) The location would be sufficiently rare
in terms of DXCC or IOTA to warrant
support.

members. This call can, of course, be used
in any of the seven DXCC entities that make
up the UK. The protocol is as follows:
•

(4) Funds would be used for unusual costs
such as shipping equipment or boat hire.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

(5) The effort would be a serious one.

Name in full.
Current callsign•

Other callsigns•

Address .

Country-

Post code -

Telephone

E mail•

(6) All the UK members of the team must be
members of CDXC.

•

(7) A typical contribution would be around
£100 and up to five DXpeditions would be
supported each year.

•

(8) The DXpedition team agrees to meeting
our usual conditions as follows:

•

•
•

-

•

First name or "ON-AIR" name (for your CDXC badge):
•

Print our logo on the QSL card.
Process cards sent through the normal
IARU bureaux.
Send us a write-up of the DXpedition for
publication.
Publicise our involvement in all articles
and presentations about the DXpedition.

Proposer.

Callsigrr

Examples of DXpeditions that may have
qualified last year are:

Seconder.

Callsigrr

•

Total DXCC countries worked/heard (100 minimum)
Fee enclosed (see over)•

•

(Cheques must be drawn on a UK hank).

I hereby agree to my membership details being held on computer and published in the
CDXC Membership List for regular circulation to other members. I agree to my E-mail
address being published on the CDXC WWW page (http://www.CDXC.org.uk ).

Signed.

Date.
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Subscription received
Welcome letter sent
Newsletter note
Database updated

❑

Mailing list updated
Membership list updated
E-mail list updated
Badge sent

TROA/P to Gabon (Banie Island - AF043) by Ken G3OCA and Co.
5Z4LI to Kenya (Lamu Island - AF-040)
by Jim G3RTE, Phil G3SWH, John
G3WGV and Co.

There are a number of similar DXpeditions
in the offing at the moment. We believe that
the Club would benefit from the publicity
resulting from our involvement in these type
of DXpeditions. The committee would like
to hear reactions from members to these
proposals by the end of January.
Club Contest Call

0

We have received our club contest call
MOC; details of the contests in which this
call can be used are set out elsewhere in this
Digest. We want to encourage Club
members to use this call and we have
developed a very simple protocol for

•

The member agrees to give seven days
written notice of the location (National
Grid Reference) and the period of
operation to the manager of the Radio
Investigation Service office in whose
location the operation is to take place. A
copy of this note is to be sent to G3NUG
(as Licensee).
The member agrees to comply in writing
with the remaining conditions set out in
the NoV.
A copy of the log in ASCII format is to
be sent to G3NUG (as Licensee)
immediately after the operation.
QSL cards received either through the
bureau or direct are to be answered
promptly by the member concerned.
CDXC will be given full recognition on
the QSL card.
An article about the operation will be
prepared for publication in the Digest.

Next Year's Committee

At the recent CDXC committee meeting we
discussed the possible make-up of next
year's committee. At the next AGM on 1st
July 2000 Don G3OZF wishes to stand
down as President. I plan to stand down as
Chairman but would like to stand for
President. Having held the post of Chairman
since 1994 I believe it is time for a change.
Bob G3PJT, who is currently Treasurer and
Vice-Chairman, is willing to take-over as
Chairman. All the appointments are, of
course, subject to the usual election
arrangements at the AGM.
Barry G4RKO, as Secretary, would also like
to stand down but is willing to continue as
Webmaster. This is a significant task
nowadays, particularly given the interest in
the IOTA 2000 Programme that we are
running. We also need a Marketing Officer.
We are therefore seeking volunteers for the
posts of Secretary, Treasurer and Marketing
Officer. Can you help please? None of these
tasks is particularly onerous and most of the

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR

We want to bring fresh blood on to the
Committee so, if you are interested, please
contact Bob or me. Thanks.

Committee decisions are now made by email. There are generally three to four
committee meetings each year. The Club
continues to grow (there are now around 450
paid-up members) and we are now one of
the world's major sponsors of DXpeditions.

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and I
wish all our members a very happy and
successful 2000.

NOTICE OF VARIATION AUTHORISING THE USE OF CONTEST CALL SIGNS BY

AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS
WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY ACT 1949
NOTICE OF VARIATION OF AMATEUR RADIO LICENCE
Name of Licensee:

EN Cheadle (G3NUG) the ("Licensee")

Name of Club:

Chiltern DX Club

Club Call Sign:

MOCDX

Main Station Address of Club:

Further Felden
Longcroft
Felden
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 OBN

Date of issue of the Notice of Variation:

19/03/1999

Contest Call Sign:

MOC

The Secretary of State gives notice, pursuant to section 1(4) of the Wireless Telegraphy Act
1949, to the Licensee of variation of the club call sign listed in the Validation Document subject
to the terms and conditions below.
Terms and Conditions
The contest call sign may only be used for the contests specified at Annex A and at no
1.
other times.
The contest call sign may only be used during 1999, 2000 and 2001. The club must re2.
apply to the Radio Society of Great Britain HF Contest Committee for call signs in subsequent
years.
When operating in a contest, the Licensee must give seven days written notice of the
3
location (National Grid Reference) and period of operation to the Manager of the Radio
Investigation Service office in whose region the operation is to take place.
Only members of the club may use the call sign, subject to the above conditions. Holders
4.
of class B Licences may only operate if supervised by a class A licence holder.5. A separate log

(tnx 425 DX News for must of this)

till Jan 2001
till May
till Apr
till 31/03
till 29/02
till January
till January
till
till 01/04
till 01/04
till 31/01
till January
till March
till 15/04
till 29/02
till 31/01
Dec-Jan
Dec-Apr
Dec -01/02
till 31/12 2000
till 31/12
till 10/04
13/01-06/02
13/01-Feb
21/01-22/01
28/01-30/01
29/01-30/01
29/01-05/02
31/01-03/03
Jan-May
January
10/02-14/02
14/02-06/03
19/02-20/02
19/02-25/02
25/02-27/02
26/02-15/03
01-03/31-03
04/03-/05/03
from 15/03
19/03-29/03
25/03-26/03
26/03-31/03
March

VKOLD/VKOMM: Macquarie Is. (AN-005) * by VK8AC
ZF2NT: Little Cayman (NA-016) * by N6NT
JD1BKR: Iwo-Jima (AS-030), Ogasawara
IUOPAW: special event station
LZOA: South Shetlands (AN-010) * by LZ2UU
P2000K: New Britain (0C-008) * by P29PB
PZ5DX: Suriname * by K3BYV
R1ANB/A, R1ANK, R1ANC: Russian Antarctic bases
TZ6W and TZ6YL: Mali
V31JP: Belize * by KBJP
VR2K: special Millennium call (Hong Kong)
VQ9DX: Diego Garcia (AF-006), Chagos * by AA5DX
ZM: special Millennium prefix (New Zealand)
K2ZR: Key West (NA-062)
M2000A: England) * by Cray Valley RS
VC2K: special Millennium call * by VE2PJ
CE8/ & CE9/R3CA: Antarctic base Patriot Hills
P49MR: Aruba (SA-036) * by VE3MR
VP8NJS: Antarctic base Patriot Hills
IOTA 2000 (http://www.cdxc.org.uk )
9AY2K, IIOCV, SI75A & SIxSSA, VK2000, etc.
9U5D: Burundi * by SM5DIC
XZOA: Mergui Archipelago (AS-???) * by CADXA
ZK1GNW, FOOPRE, A35NW, FW/IK2GNW, KH6/IK2GNW
6th International Contest/DX Meeting (Helsinki)
CQ WW 160 CW Contest
REF CW Ctst, UBA SSB Ctst
TMSCRO: Porquerolles (EU-070) * by F5RMY etc.
ZM7ZB: Chatham Islands (0C-038) * by DJ4ZB
VP6BR: Pitcairn (0C-044) * by OH2BR
WY2000, /2K Millennium suffix, etc.
LU: Pinguino Island (SA-???)
V6: Truk (0C-011) * by GOVJK and G4VG0
ARRL International DX Contest, CW
CEOY/ON5AX: Easter Island (SA-001)
CQ WW 160 SSB Ctst
Clipperton Island
VR2K: special Millennium call (Hong Kong)
ARRL International DX Contest, Phone
FK: Chesterfield Islands (0C-176) - DXCC NEW?
V31GI: NA-180 (Belize) * by PA3GIO
CQ WPX SSB Ctst
V31JZ: Turneffe Is (NA-123), Belize * by NN7A
HS: Malay Peninsula South East (AS-???)

Country = GM/Shet. Shetland Islands
Category
ALL
14
3.5

Callsign (op.)
GM3SVK
GM3KLA
GM3KLA

must be kept in respect of this call sign.
Score
138,387
25,140
10,296

QSOs
415
305
207

Zones
52
15
9

Countries
III
45
35

Year
66
76
67

Zones
127
32
23
7
9
111
91

Countries
428
82
66
24
42
317
312

Year
98
80
78
79
96
77
96

6.
The appropriate regional secondary locator (if any) should be used. For guidance see
Note (w) to the Terms, Provisions and Limitations Booklet BR68.
7.

The contest call sign may not be used outside the UK

Country = GU Guernsey
(signature)
Category
ALL
28

21
14
L7
MS
MM

Callsign (op.)
GU6L1W(G3XTT)
GU4CHY
GU4EON
GU4IUW
GU/F5SHQ
GU4DAA
GU3HFN

Score
5.047,170
438,102
146,939
5,270
17,901
2.842,776
2,926,183

QSOs
4194
1663
804
120
333
3175
4036

On behalf of the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
19/03/1999

ANNEX A

LIST OF RECOGNISED CONTESTS

Country = GW Wales
Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
3.5
1.8
LA
L14
L7
QA
AA
A7
A3.5
MS
MM

Callsign (op.)
GW4BLE(G3WVG)
GW3YDX
GW8GT(G4IFB)
GW3NJW
GW3NYY
GW3YDX
GW3YDX
GW3SYL
GW4MVA
GW4HBK
GWOKZW
GW3IXN
GW3YDX
GW3JXN
GW8GT
GW8GT

Score
3,178.194
726,193
601,160
77.095
139.040
508,388
154,376
543.390
53,238
31,476
11,428
873.964
877,957
62,524
7.608,432
17,487,927

QSOs
3,049
1966
1613
527
929
2186
1030
1058
226
201
193
1247
2423
558
5206
10250

Zones
113
35
35
25
19
30
19
67
29
19
19
94
39
17
149
184

Countries

Year

318
134
117
60
69
119
73
240
85
67
123
270
154
60
475
639

90
98
93
71
79
97
93
96
98
96
96
97
96
94
90
92

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CQ Worldwide 160 CW and SSB
CQWPX
CW and SSB
ARRL DX
CW and SSB
IARU Championship Multimode
IOTA Multimode
WAE DX
CW and SSB
CQ Worldwide
CW and SSB
ARRL 1.8MHz DX CW and SSB
ARRL 28MHzMultimode
CQ World Wide RTTY
BARTG RTTY
ARRL RTTY Round
CQ WPX RTTY
WAE RTTY
50 MHz IARU Contest
144 MHz IARU Contest
UHF IARU Contest

CDXC 2000 ANNUAL DINNER
The Waterloo Hotel
Duke's Rise
CROVVTHORNE
Berkshire, RG45 7NW
Tel: 01344-777711 Fax: 01344-778913

DIRECTIONS

Country = GD Isle of Man
Category Callsign (op.)
ALL
GD4UOL
GD5AVF
3.5
1.8
GD4BEG
GD4UOL
LA
QA
GD3HDL
GD4UFB
MS

Year
98
84
75
92
88
83

253
1866
78

102
7

3262

11 I

Countries
362
39
22
345
32
344

Score
6,961,240
41,800
4,900
11,818
182,400
77,142
678,304
8,866
19,383
112,259
41,580
116,964

QSOs
4,788
324
119
202
911
727
1172
134

Zones
164
18
10
11
34
11
80
9
13
21
9
41

Countries
551
32
18
27
86
58
248
17
26
58
51
86

Year
98
67
72
63
73
93
92
91
97
95
94
66

Score
3,321,874
1,097,580
70,131
100,200
2,987,988

QSOs

Zones
119
76
27

Countries

Year

339

90
93

24

76
343

Score
1,003,448
93,104
672,175
820,080
340,764
249,500
89,360
886,704
79,478
105,792
106,596
53,908
97,664
4,890
2,575,848

QSOs
1352
487
2002
2517
1382
1259
585
1199
351
433
528
607
364
101
2669

Score
1,517,714
7,000
8,932
1,609,647
3,666
2,587,130

QSOs
2402
110

Zones
101
II

7

Country = GI Northern Ireland

From M3

From M3 Junction 3, towards Bracknell follow A322, then follow signs to
Crowthorne.
From M3 Junction 4, towards Sandhurst/Bracknell, take A321 towards
Wokingham and turn right at mini roundabout at New Inn towards
Crowthorne.

From M4

From M4 Junction 10 take M329 towards Bracknell. At large roundabout
(called Twin Bridges) take A3095 towards Sandhurst and pick up the
signs for Crowthorne.

At Crowthorne

Once in the village of Crowthorne, follow the sign for "Hotel and
Conference Centre". The hotel is located on the B3348, Duke's Rise.

Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
1.8
LA
L28
L21
L14
LI.8
MS

Callsign (op.)
GIOKOW(GIONWG)
GI3RXV
GI3LLQ(GI3XGI)
G130TV
G130QR
GIOKOW
GIOKOW
GIONWG
GIOKVQ
GIOSAP
GIOKOW
GI3GAL

228
584
592
415

Country = GJ Jersey

MENU
Menu for CDXC Annual Dinner, Waterloo Hotel, 18 March 2000
MOUSEE OF SMOKED SALMON
Flavoured with dill, cognac and lime, dressed with continental salad leaves
*****
MEDALLION OF PORK PAN FRIED WITH SAGE AND CARAMELISED APPLES
With creamy brandy sauce
*****
SELECTION OF SEASONAL VEGETABLES
AND PARMENTIER (DICED) POTATOES
*****
LEMON TART
*****
COFFEE AND MINTS
*****
PRICE £23.95

News Flash!! We are delighted that Steve Taylor G4EDG has agreed to be guest speaker at

Category
ALL
LA
L21
L14
MS

Callsign (op.)
GJ6UW(G3XTT)
GJ/K2WR
GJ3YHU
MIOASP(F5SHQ)
GJOAAA

3062

1871
280
590
3635

110

254
70

95
98
85

Country = GM Scotland
Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
3.5
1.8
LA
L28
L2I
L14
L7
QA
Q14
MS

Callsign (op.)
GM3YTS
GM3YOR
GM4YXI
GM3POI
GM4FDM
GMOGAV
GM3YOR
GM4SID
GM3CFS
GM3CFS
GM3CFS
GM4FDM
GM4HQF
GM4HQF
GM7R

the dinner. Steve will talk about the T31 Double Trouble DXpedition, in which he was a
participant.
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Zones
87
19
39
36
35
25
18
92
24
26
24
15
37
8
112

Countries

Year

257
69
122
117
111
100
62
300
74
88
84
59
72
22
372

93
78
98
98
95
98
95
98
92
98
97
93
92
86
97

7
3.5
1.8
LA
L21
L1.8
Q28
Q21
AA
14A
MS
MM

GW4B KG
GW4OFQ
GW7J(GW4VEQ)
GWOGEI
GWOMHK
GW6J
GWOESU
GWOESU
GWOARK
GWOARK
GW6GW
GW7K

62,790
183.590
19,272
343,360
23,328
17,936
8.904
23,162
246,384
402,248
8,641,050
1,056,178

547
1180
284
661
154
302
80
157
497
1302
5784
1744

18
19
9
64
22
7
16
17
59
35
127
74

73
91
57
232
50
52
26
57
177
119
423
285

87
91
97
96
96
96
88
94
96
95
80
97

BOOKING FORM
CDXC 2000 ANNUAL DINNER
Name:
Callsign:
Address-

Tel:

UK All-time CQWW CW Records
This table lists all CQWW CW contests for the UK countries, updated from October 1999 CQ
Magazine with 1998 results. Where no record is shown this means that there has never been an
entry in this category. L = low power (100 watts); Q = QRP (5 watts); A (as first letter) =
Assisted (i.e. using PacketCluster).
Country = G England
Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
3.5
1.8
LA
L28
L21
L14
L7
L3.5
LI.8
QA
Q28
Q21
Q14
Q7
Q3.5
AA

A28
A2 I
A14
A3.5
AI8
MS
MM

Callsign (op.)
G4BUO
G3MXJ
G3KDB
G3FXB
G3FXB
G3KDB
G3XTT
G3WGV
03 KHZ
GOMTN
G3RXP
G4ZOB
GOLII
G3BDQ
G4BUE
GOTDX
G3DYY
G3LHJ
G3JXC
G3VMY
M8Z(G3VHB)
M7P (G4TNB)
G4G IR
G4PDQ
G3WVG
G3XTT
G3LNS
GXOAAA

Please reserve me
(insert number) tickets @ £23.95 for the CDXC Annual Dinner to be
held at the Waterloo Hotel, Crowthome on Saturday, 18 March 2000.
Please reserve the following accommodation for the evening of 18 March 2000.
(Enter number required)
Single Room

Score
5,073,750
620.172
481,712
708,724
557,151
360,822
135,660
1,898,000
319,340
256,100
164,484
72,700
54,285
5,808
928,440
104,300
72,485
95,354
61,586
11,997
3,295,396
30,959
88,825
118,508
126,845
170.085
7,095,339
9,262,892

QSOs
3566
1577

1232
1836
1784
1488
856
1963
890
1018
662
389
543
102
1191
458
300
448
350
256
3184
153
456
674
667
967
4323
6257

Zones
148
36
35
39
30
28
23
112
34
32
28
21
14
8
98
25
26
22
23
7
126
23
25
22
24
23
167
163

Countries
467
125
119
124
99
93
79
388
106
98
80
75
63
40
262
75
69
76
83
36
382
60
70
64
91
92
514
553

Year
98
98
93
88
90
92
95
98
92
98
95
92
95
92
89
98
93
96
95
86
98
97
90
96
93
96
90
95

Twin Bedded Room

Double Room

Cheques should be made payable to CDXC and sent with this form to G4RKO, Secretary
CDXC, 9 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds, SG l9 2UZ.
A choice of vegetarian menus is available on request. Please advise of any special dietary
requirements at the time of booking.

RSGB IOTA Millennium Programme
IOTA 2000
(Refer to www.cdxc.org.uk for full information about the IOTA 2000 Programme.)
AWARDS FOR DXPEDITIONERS

There will be two awards for individuals or teams activating the following in 2000.
DXpeditioners' Platinum Certificate

For activating either
(1) Two new IOTAs or
(2) One new IOTA and 2 rare IOTAs*
DXpeditioners' Gold Certificate

For activating either
(1) One new IOTA or
(2) Two rare IOTAs* or
(3) Five IOTAs (excluding one's home station).
* A rare IOTA is defined as one that requires validation by the IOTA Committee according to
the 1998/99 or forthcoming 2000 IOTA Directory.

Country = GJ Jersey

RULE CHANGE
Following requests from the IOTA community new IOTAs activated in both 1999 and 2000 will
count for IOTA 2000 awards. The listing of islands on the CDXC web site will be updated as
new IOTAs are activated.

IOTA 2000
ADDITIONS TO THE ORIGINAL LISTS
(Islands activated since 1 January 1999)
AF-080
AF-081
AF-082
AF-083
AS-141
AS-I42
AS-143
OC-227
0C-228
OC-229
OC-230

E3
E3
3C
3V
BY5
UAO
B Y7
VK4
VK5
VK8
VK9

RED SEA COAST NORTH
RED SEA COAST SOUTH
RIO MUNI PROVINCE
MED. COAST SOUTH
ZHEJIANG PROVINCE
SEA OF OKHOTSK COAST
XISHA ARCHIPELAGO
QLD. STATE (CARP. GULF) SOUTH
SA STATE EAST
NT (ARAFURA SEA COAST) CENTRE
WA OUTLIERS - ROWLEY SHOALS

MAY
MAY
JUN
JUN
FEB
JAN
MAR
FEB
FEB
FEB
MAR

IOTA 2000
REGULARLY ACTIVATED ISLANDS COUNTING FOR PREMIUM POINTS
JANUARY 2000
OC-004 VK9L
0C-005 VK9N
0C-010 V63
0C-011 V63
OC-016 3D2
0C-028 V73
C2
OC-031
OC-032 FK
YJ
0C-035
OC-036 ZL 1/ZL2
OC-047 H44
OC-049 A3
OC-064 A3
OC-134 ZL3/ZL4
P2
0C-135

LORD HOWE ISLAND
NORFOLK ISLAND
POHNPEI IS
TRUK IS
VANUA LEVU
RALIK CHAIN
NAURU
NEW CALEDONIA ISLAND
NEW HEBRIDES
NORTH ISLAND
SOLOMON IS
TONGATAPU GROUP
VAVA'U GROUP
SOUTH ISLAND
SOLOMON IS

FEBRUARY 2000
JAletc
AS-007
JA6
AS-017
UAOF
AS-018
BV1-0
AS-020
JD
AS-031
JA5
AS-076
JA6
AS-077
JA8
AS-078
JAletc
AS-117

HONSHU ISLAND
OKINAWA ARCH.
SAKHALIN ISLAND
TAIWAN
OGASAWARA ARCH.
SHIKOKU ISLAND
KYUSHU
HOKKAIDO ISLAND
HONSHU'S COASTAL ISLANDS
10

Category
ALL
28
21
14
LA
L14
Q28
MS

Consign (op.)
GCSAGA
GJ3XZE
GJSDPW(PAOKHS)
GJ5DPX(PA3AIR)
GliCT3GBA
GJ3XZ E
GI3YHU
GI6UW

Score
460,596
74,800
52,195
59,012
755,145
27,650
163,511
10,995,216

QSOs
836
352
589
526
1452
201
522
6834

Zones
55
25
17
171
72
16
28
142

Countries
138
63
48
59
219
63
85
514

Year
75
90
80
80
92
95
90
89

Score
4,254,678
607,230
907,144
1,026,840
12,804
182,378
6,068
413,270
29,857
1,178
30,885
49,389
69,068
32,560
207,603
3,731,568
8,372,049

QSOs
4057
1747
2176
2512
159
1400
159
784
190
25
292
281
332
320
567
3118
6927

Zones
97
33
37
40
14
19
6
65
18
7
16
26
24
16
57
124
142

Countries
317
97
130
132
52
79
31
221
55
24
55
75
67
64
176
414
620

Year
90
79
98
95
84
93
79
93
91
94
95
82
90
86
96
82
97

Score
1,081,380
84,387
10,191
9,456
39,697

QS Os
1560
658
114
186
287

Zones
78
18
13
9
24

Countries
190
51
30
39
83

Year
79
90
75
68
80

Score
511,290
721,996
1,123,380
49,324
6,802
1,764
13,155,792

QSOs
1186
2284
2729
367
157
100
6997

Zones
45
33
35
14
5
3
167

Countries
126
89
123
62
33
14
587

Year
78
78
78
79
76
78
90

Score
6,329,120
947,223
527,310
756,000

QSOs
4251
2220
1637
2300

Zones
138
36
33
37

Countries
422
117
122
113

Year
90
81
98
93

Country = GM Scotland

Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
3.5
1.8
LA
L28
L21
L14
QA
Q28
Q14
AA
MS
MM

Consign (op.)
GMOECO
GM4GRC(GM3YOR)
GM4FDM
GM4FDM
GM4KHE
GMOECO
GM3ZSP
GMOFET
GM4CHX
GMOSSQ
GMOIIO
GM4ELV
GM4ELV
GM4ELV
GMOECO
GB2AL
GM7V

Country = GM/Shet Shetland Islands

Category
ALL
28
21
3.5
QA

Callsign (op.)
GM4GPN
GM4CHX/P
GM3RFR
GM3RFR
GM3RFR

Country = GU Guernsey

Category
ALL
28
21
7
3.5
1.8
MS

Callsign (op.)
GU3YIZ
GU4EON
GU5CAA(WA3HRV)
GU3YIZ
GC3YIZ
GU3HFN(GU3MBS)
GU6UW

Country = GW Wales

Category
ALL
28
21
14

Consign (op.)
GW4BLE
GW4BLE
GW8GT
GW8GT(GWOMAW)
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UK All-time CQWW Phone Records
This table lists all CQWW Phone contests for the UK countries, updated from September 1999
CQ Magazine with 1998 results. Where no record is shown (e.g. for 7MHz QRP from England)
this means that there has never been an entry in this category. L = low power (100 watts); Q =
QRP (5 watts); A (as first letter) = Assisted (i.e. using PacketCluster).
Country = G England
Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
3.5
1.8
LA
L28
L21
L14
L7
L3.5
L1.8
QA
Q28
Q21
Q14
AA
A14
A3.5
MS
MM

Consign (op.)
G3FXB
G3FXB
G4CNY
G3FXB
G3NLY
G3NLY
G3XTT
G4KIV
G4XTA
G3MXH
G4AXX
G3XWZ
G3X1T
G3KWK
G4BUE
G4MET
G4MET
G3CWUA
GOHSD
GB20M(GOOFE)
G7W (G4JVG)
GOKPW
GOKPW

Score
4,708,014
1.494,048
990.344
1,423,450
558,927
164,372
42.121
1,244,524
171,217
101,430
119.427
6,028
24,696
10,192
493,884
50,745
20,007
1,360
2,810,784
361,261
34,612
7,135.320
23,717,638

QSOs
3710
3338
2390
3242
1816
1127
604
1692
508
410
558
68
312
193
905
271
212
43
2699
1459
365
4797
11017

Zones
116
37
38
38
37
21
9
104
34
27
27
8
9
5
62
24
141
6
109
29
13
135
182

Countries
341
121
120
137
126
88
64
378
97
71
94
34
54
47
207
61
43
14
293
110
55
447
744

Year
79
88
88
90
93
94
96
96
92
92
98
98
97
96
80
90
93
87
90
94
97
90
92

Score
2,197,148
59,680
178,090
488,348
31.453
1,988,010
3,123,124

QSOs
2751
296
1008
1018
316
3166
3303

Zones
83
27
29
57
16
97
102

Countries
233
53
81
157
55
301
307

Year
81
69
69
92
95
81
77

Country = GD Isle of Man
Category
ALL
28
14
LA
L14
MS
MM

Callsign (op.)
GD5DZP
GD3AIM
GD5APJ(F5QQ)
GD4EIP
GD4GWQ
GD5DLW
GB3MCG

Callsign (op.)
GIOKOW
GI3RXV
GIOKOW
GIOUJG
GIOKOW
GI3CDF
GIOSAP
GI4SNA
GI4SNA
GIOSAP
GIOKVQ
GI6YM

IOTA 2000 DATABASE SYSTEM
A system for recording contacts for the IOTA 2000 Programme has been developed by Bengt
Hogkvist, SM6DEC. This system contains an IOTA 2000 database in which records of contacts
can be maintained. A cumulative record of scores achieved is generated. Our thanks to Ben for
his work in developing this system.
The system can be downloaded from the CDXC web site. See IOTA 2000. Use WinZip to unzip
the files so as to maintain the long file names. WinZip can be downloaded too. Refer to:
www.cdxc.org.uk

NEW BLOOD NEEDED

Following on from the annual blood letting at the very successful HF and IOTA Convention of
1999 a number of vacancies now exist on the RSGB HF Committee. Volunteers are therefore
sought to fill these vacancies and should ideally possess the following —
I. A thorough knowledge of the Amateur HF Spectrum and the modes currently in use,
especially those employing newer digital techniques.
2. A willingness to help formulate future HF Conventions, especially the forthcoming
HFC2000 which promises to be one of the best ever.
3. The ability to give 110% commitment to the HF Committee and any sub-group where
relevant.
4. The use of e-facilities as much of the work of the Committee is carried out on e-mail.
5. A good sense of humour.

Country = GI Northern Ireland
Category
ALL
28
21
14
7
3.5
LA
L28
L21
L14
AA
MS

OC-001 VK
AUSTRALIA
OC-006 VK7
TASMANIA
OC-012 V63
YAP IS
OC-026 KH2
GUAM ISLAND
OC-034 YB9/P2 INDON. IRIAN JAYA/PAPUA NEW
GUINEA
OC-042 DU1-4 LUZON
OC-070 YB8
CERAM
OC-086 KHO
NORTHERN MARIANA IS
OC-130 DU8-9 MINDANAO
OC- l 46 YB8
SULAWESI IS

Score
7,388,788
300,580
94,282
990,090
346,970
35,052
657,570
111,807
415,359
355,540
329,904
1,910,544

QSOs
5268
981
496
2387
1574
309
1215
601
1433
1258
1010
2566
38

Zones
143
31
23
40
29
19
53
23
33
25
51
83

Countries
539
82
71
150
101
50
177
100
138
91
186
235

Year
98
70
89
95
92
64
95
93
95
93
96
79

Glory seekers are not encouraged to apply and there are no rewards apart from the satisfaction of
knowing you are doing the job to the best of your abilities and contributing something to
Amateur Radio. Out of pocket expenses are refundable.
Expressions of interest should be initially sent by e-mail by the January 30 th to
HF.Manager@rsgb.org.uk enclosing a brief c.v. and contact details.
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POSTBAG
38 degrees. Look forward to receiving
CDXC Digest; very interesting reading and
the photography is very good. Son Peter
sends his best regards.

From Herb, GOWAZ, OZ7SM: Just returned
from 2 weeks of sunshine in 5B4-land. It is
snowing very heavily just as I am writing
this. I arrived on the Sunday of the CQWW
CW Contest and on the Monday met up with
the gang of ZC4AKR (who went
Multi/Single from Akrotiri Base). They were
5B4AGC, George, G3VMW, Steve and
G3ZEM Bob. We met in a Taverna in a
small village where we indulged in the local
Meze which is a never ending flow of
dishes. I stopped counting at 20! And an
unnumbered array of wine bottles. On the
Wednesday we met up again at a Fish
Taverna with Mike, G4PFF now 5B4AGX.

73s Austin VK5WO
From Phil, G3SWH: Hi Don, Jim, G3RTE;
David, G3UNA; Rob, 5Z4RL; Ian, 5Z4IC;
Graham, 5Z4GS and I are planning to
activate Wasini Island (IOTA AF-067),
which also counts for Kenya for DXCC, on
both SSB and CW for a week between 8th
and 15th March 2000, taking in the RSGB's
Commonwealth (BERU) Contest. We have
been able to obtain the special callsign
5Z4WI for the expedition. Wasini has been
activated only once before, for a 24 hour
period in the 1993 IOTA contest.

In the following week George and Barbara
took us out to the site of P3A, the UA9 gang
who have a semi-permanent set-up at two
restaurants separated by close to 500m and
right on the sea shore and about 80-90 ft
above sea level. Some of the slopers actually
go right down to sea level. Several towers
with big beams at both locations. An
enviable location and set-up, so no wonder
if they broke the World record for Multi
single.

QSLs will be handled by G3SWH (QTHR),
either direct or via the RSGB bureau.
Sponsorship and donations to offset the cost
of the expedition are invited and will be
very welcome.

milder climes. But others keep returning to
West Africa and I can understand why. The
climate is hot and unforgiving, but it
certainly beats trying to install antennas in,
say, GU or GJ, on a freezing November day!
The people are extremely friendly and
welcoming. Once in West Africa, the cost of
everything is ludicrously low. And it's
always nice to run those pile-ups as part of
an efficient and competent team, even if you
don't come out with a record score.

the beach, and to socialise with the 9G gang,
both the locals and also 9G5ZW (OK2ZW,
who works at the Czech embassy) and
9G5DX (JH8PHT, who is installing some
sort of radio links for the phone systems).
The equipment is back in storage and,
inevitably, the question will arise, where
next year?
Was it worth it? Definitely. I know that
some of the guys who have spent a year or
two with the VooDudes have enjoyed the
experience, but have chosen to move on to
PTS/QSO

113
659
2361
3762
3884
3291

314
1945
7046
11234
11584
9811

2.78
2.95
2.98
2.99
2.98
2.98

15
26
35
40
40
40

46
82
129
149
153
155

14070

41934

2.98

196

714

QSO

160
80
40
20
15
10
Totals

ZONES COUNTRIES

QSO PTS

BAND

=>

38,159,940

WRTC2000 ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE,

73 Phil Whitchurch G3SWH

COMMUNIQUE No.7
From Alan, GORCI: Hi Don just received
the latest edition of CDXC Digest. Great job
as usual. On my Web site for Grantham
ARC, there are links to over 40 country
callbooks! members.xoom.com/alanGORCI
will get u there. Very 73 es seasons
greetings.

The following week we met with Alf
5B4AFB and Doreen, Don 5B4AGQ (ex
5Z4FL) and Marlies and 5B4AGX, Mike
and Anne as well as Geo 5B4AGC and
Barbara, first at Alf s QTH in Kolossi for a
drink and nibbles and then a drive up in to
the Troodos mountains where Alf some
years ago had discovered a most charming
Taverna in the village of Phini with an
outstanding repertoire of 5B4 specialities
including Kieftiko, a lamb dish prepared in a
special clay oven.

Alan. GORCI.
From Malcolm, MOBHE: I am very keen to
join a contest group within reach of the
Somerset, Dorset, Devon area. Having tried
several contests as a single operator, I would
like to get involved with an active group for
single days or weekends. Being ex-Royal
Signals I am quite useful at putting up tents,
brewing tea, and making myself useful in
atrocious conditions. I also have a camper
van with brew up facilities. Consider myself
quite good at SSB contesting on TX/RX,

73 es cul de Herb, GOWAZ
From Austin, VK5WO: Hi Neville, Please
convey our greetings for Christmas and the
Year 2000 to members of the Chiltern DX
Club. Betty and I going along OK; summer
has not been too hot so far; a few days up to
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Ljubljana, Slovenia, December 30th, 1999
Dear friends,
At the break of Millennium WRTC2000 is approaching real quick. Until now, following national
teams are confirmed:
DL2CC & DL8OBC, DLIIAO & DL2MEH, EA3NY & EA3KU, EA7GTF & EA7KW, IK2QEI
& I2VXJ, I5JHW & I5NSR, UTIIA & UY5ZZ, RA3AUU & RV1AW, UA9BA & RN9AO,
SP8NR & SP9HWN, OK2RZ & OK1RF, F6BEE & F6FGZ, G3SXW & G4BUO, YT I AD &
YUIRL, OH IEH & OH1NOA, LYIDS & LY4AA, HA3OV & HA3NU, ON4WW & ON6TT,
9A9A & 9A3GW, OM3RM & OM3BH, PY5CC & PYIKN, VE3EJ & VE7ZO, VE7SV &
VA7RR, N3AD & N3BB, N6IG & K4UEE, K9Z0 & K7BV, WC4E & WOUA, K8NZ &
W2GD, K1ZM & N2NT. Also K3NA, K6LA, KW8N who still have to announce their team
mates.
For any questions you might have, please contact us at SCC@bit.si and check our web page
http://wrtc2000.bit.si frequently. All information about Slovenia are available through the
mentioned web site.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year !
73, Tine Brajnik, S50A, President, WRTC2000 Organization Committee
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the time of year. This augured badly for the
low bands and, sure enough, 160 sounded
very noisy indeed.

zones on each of 20, 15 and 10m. 160m
results improved as the contest went on,
though the final tally was disappointing. A
strong wind on the Saturday knocked over
the mast with the C-3 and WARC antennas,
but this had no direct impact on our
activities, as we didn't have enough ops to
man a second multiplier position in any
case.

Contest Time
As is often the case, the contest itself went
by in something of a blur. With only seven
operators, all but one were on duty through
the night watches, and QSO rates in the first
few hours were satisfyingly high, despite
160m being an almost total washout. 10m
produced the expected long-path JA
opening, 15 and 20 were buzzing nicely, the
40m Yagi was working very well indeed,
and the 80m vertical appeared to be cutting
through the pile-ups. Nevertheless, even at
an early stage it was clear that CN8WW had
a significant edge on the low bands. What
we didn't realise until after the contest was
that they would also knock spots off us on
HF too.

The final tally is shown in the table. We felt
it was a creditable performance, given the
shortage of operators, the technical
problems and the propagation.
Soon after the contest we showed up on 40m
phone for a sked with the other big multiops: CN8WW, 4M5X, PJ4B, A61AJ, etc.
Numbers were swapped and you could
detect the collective intake of breath when
the Germans announced their totals from
CN. What a phenomenal score! Clearly they
had enjoyed better propagation than us on
all bands; a lesson perhaps that the equator
ceases to be the ideal location at periods of
sunspot maximum. The CN8WW team have
certainly established a new paradigm with
their Phone and CW results. Up to now it
has been pretty much assumed that a multiop world-record would always come from
the Caribbean, but that now requires a major
re-think. It will be interesting to see whether
the PI and 4M5 boys end up in 3V8 or 5A
next year!

Roger had prepared a wall-chart with last
year's 5V7A hour-by-hour totals and as the
contest progressed it was fascinating to see
how closely we were matching them in both
QSO totals and mulls. Around midday on
Saturday there was a brief blackout, which
appears to have been noted by other
operators too, presumably due to an SID.
Otherwise the bands behaved pretty much as
expected. I know Roger had hoped for 10m
to be a lot better than the previous year, but I
suspect that 5V7A's equatorial advantage
was exactly that. The improvement in
sunspot numbers did little for us on the
equator, but made a substantial difference to
those at higher latitudes.

Some of the post-contest anecdotes are quite
revealing. For example, W2GD, who
established a new QRP all-band record from
P4, worked CN8WW first call on 160m.
Due to noise and our antenna problems, we
had trouble working any Caribbean stations
on 160, never mind QRP ones!

As expected, there were a few technical
problems to be fixed as the contest
progressed, with both rigs and amps being
swapped between bands, but fortunately we
had no major failures. The networking
remained solid, and even the Internet
connection stayed up for much of the
weekend. This and some hot multipliermoving (for which Andy, Fred and I claim
especial credit as a consequence of our M6T
training!!) meant that we ended with great
mult totals on all bands, and a sweep of 40

Dismantling
On the Monday it was a case of dismantling
the stations and antennas and having
everything ready to load on the truck first
thing Tuesday. By Tuesday afternoon we
were back in Accra. Unfortunately I had to
leave that evening, but the rest of the gang
stayed on for one or, in some cases, two
days, to spend time at the craft market, visit
36

computer or manual logging, antenna
erection, generator maintenance etc. Must
admit I'm not fast enough at CW for Field
Day or CQWW CW, but could still make
myself useful. Also used to long periods of
operating, being in Raynet. Please contact
me at MOBHE QTHR, or phone 01460
54657, or E-mail
SADMAL@currantbun.com (Am also
interested in DX Expeditions if it doesn't
cost a fortune)

Packet and the net. Although at the moment
I just manage the e-mail. Incidentally, I can
now appreciate why we do not attract many
young people to the hobby. I have about 303
validated now, 2 cards ready to be sent later
next year and am awaiting 3 more to arrive.
They are all difficult ones now. Here's to the
next rare DXpedition.
Best wishes de Bill.
* Activity is very low around here, not like
the old days when we had plenty of SWLs
and Second Operators, always willing and
able to assist. Now I work on the principle
of "I must be able to do it myself".

73 Malcolm MOBHE

From Alan, G3PMR: Don, SHACKLOG
now has a new web site at
http://www.shacklog.co.uk , and contact
details for SHACKLOG are as follows:
Sales/enquiries: info@shacklog.co.uk
Support: support@shacklog.co.uk
73 Alan, G3PMR

From Steve, G4UOL• Hi Don, Many
thanks again for the publicity re my trip.
Just got back. Had lots of fun.
Finished off with 10,118 CW QS0s in
129 countries, which includes CQ WW
where, after 30 hours operating, I got just
over 2m claimed, single op, low power all
band. My main aim in the contest was to
work as many as possible in the time
permitted. I got just over 2800 QS0s,
without any search and pounce!
Oh, the 9 band DXCC looks better now:

From Bill G3CAQ: Hello Don, Just a short
one to give you my e-mail address:
bill@g3cao.swinternet.co.uk I think that I
am back to normal health now. Not
"Jumping around" though, as I have just
notched up 75. At the moment, when the
weather permits, am constructing a 40m
vertical with elevated radials. I have a 30ft
approx 3 inch Dai Ali pipe. This I am fitting
to a 25ft (out of the ground) ex-telephone
pole. Have a pivot base ready to bolt at the
10ft mark, with a pulley another 14ft higher,
so that I can swing the pipe up single
handed.* This manoeuvre I have already
tried at ground level. Then I need to make
up 4 quarter wave radials, see if it tunes then hope it works.

160
80
40
30
20
17
15
12
10

67
102
141
100
180
128
184
108
156

217 worked. Just need the QSLs now and
QRO on 160m!!
73 Steve

In the Digest it would be very useful if some
time you could list sources of DX info, on
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NICE TO KNOW
(Most of the items in this section come from the Internet, so are already in the public domain.
However, I include those which I think may be of interest, or useful to refer back to in the future.
I certainly don't see all possible sources, so do please pass on anything you think may be of
interest to fellow members. — ed.)

been waiting patiently over the years to
speak with Mount Athos.

Topband Web Site

Although ham radio does not fit to my
monastic life, my acquaintance with good
friends over the air waves gives me strength
and courage to continue. I do not intend to
keep Mount Athos 'a rare one in DXCC', but
I desire for Mount Athos to function as a
guiding light to help people in our
materialistic era to approach and find God.

Hi, Topbanders,
Will, K6NDV just informed me that he has
completed his new Web site for Topbanders.
You can visit it at:
http://www.angenent.orgfropbandershopband.html

It features KOCKD's latest listing of worldwide 160-meter frequency allocations, very
useful for knowing where to listen for DX
on Topband. We all know about Japan's odd
1907.5 - 1912.5 CW-only frequency band,
but what about the rest of the world?
Thanks to Dennis (KOCKD), here's the
answer, country-by-country!

Last summer many fellows came to visit and
get acquainted with that strange monk, who
is scarcely heard on the air. Their interests
were more spiritual and less related to radio.
This offers me, as a monk, encouragement
and support to continue transmitting.
Indicatively, I am mentioning VeronicaIK3ZAW and Martino-IK3RIY from
Venezia, Martin-9Hlrr from Malta, StefanYZ7AA from Serbia and Vallery-KBIFTV
from New York. Also many Greek radio
amateurs met me and we had the chance to
talk about various subjects. Some of them
are Nikos-S V2RE, George-SV2UA,
Lefteris-SV2UF, Kostas-SV2AEG, SotirisSV2BBT, Giannis-SV2BBO, AlekosSV2BOA, Kostas-SV2BRV, KostasS V1CQN, George-S V2EVG.

There's also a link to "Who's Who on
Topband", and a rogue's gallery of
Topbanders' photos and their antenna farms.
Enjoy!
73, de Earl, K6SE

THE NEWS FROM MOUNT ATHOS
It has been more than five months since
Mount Athos was last heard on HF and in
order to clear the waves about it, I would
like to inform my friends radio amateurs
around the world of my summer activities.
Many of you, radio colleagues, know that I
am an Orthodox monk living in Agion Oros
(=Holy Mountain, otherwise called Mount
Athos), this unique 20-monastery, male-only
geographical region and monastic centre of
the world. As a monk my various duties in
the monastery leave me with very little time
for ham radio, but I maintain the strong
desire for the voice of Agion Oros to keep
being heard across our stormy world. Thus, I
dedicate my limited free time to please and
satisfy my friends radio amateurs, who have

I thank them all for the trouble they went
through to come and meet me.
Unfortunately they did not find me in Mount
Athos, but managed to find me working for
the building of a new monastery near
Thessaloniki. This monastery belongs to
Dochiarion, my home in Agion Oros, and it
is being built with the personal efforts of
fathers from my monastery. Every summer
for three months or more I am there with
other monks, in charge of the work being
done. Those who visited, this or previous
years, had the chance to see for themselves
all the work that God allowed us to create.
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Media interest in our activities continued
with a visit from Ghana TV. The crew
wanted some outdoor shots of the antennas,
and indoor shots of the station being
operated, as well as interviews with Roger,
Ralph and myself. It wasn't going to be
ideal to demonstrate a CW QSO, and you
can never find the right SSB station when
you want one, that is to say one with a clear
signal who will talk to the TV audience
rather than in radio-speak. Fortunately Fred
had a brainwave and suggested we prearrange a sked with a known entity. But
who? Actually, the answer was simple — I
phoned Neville, G3NUG who promptly
came up on 10m with a cracking signal and
did his usual smooth PR job. Roger and
also had one last radio interview, with the
local arm of the Ghanaian Broadcasting
Company (GBC) in Cape Coast. The gang
back at Elmina were able to hear us on my
Sony portable. The interview went well right
up to the end, when the interviewer asked
how much of our equipment we proposed
leaving for GBC. We had to politely explain
that amateur SSB gear would be of little use
to an FM broadcaster!

and a Cushcraft A-4S for mull spotting).
Tuesday saw most of the LF verticals
installed (full-size homebrew vertical for 80,
plus two Force 12 verticals passively
phased; Force 12 vertical for 160, and a pair
of 9H IEL-assembled verticals, to a GOOPB
specification, as backup for 40). We also put
up dipoles for 160, 80 and 40, leaving just
the balloon-supported vertical for 160 to be
flown shortly before the start of the contest.
While all this was going on, Andy was
indoors assembling the stations, including
the CT network, while Roger was organising
all the local logistics. This latter came to be
rather more complex than expected when
various problems started to emerge!
In fact, it had all been going rather too well
which, as any contester knows, is always a
worrying sign. Probably the major concern,
as the week went on, was the power supply.
The local line voltage was fluctuating all
over the place, and both Andy and Roger
foresaw difficulties once we tried to run six
linears simultaneously. In the event, the
hotel brought in a generator over the contest
weekend, which was just as well. We had
been told that there had been no power
outages for some months, but there was a 9hour blackout on the Saturday of the contest,
which the generator protected us from.

Tourism
Several of us managed to visit a couple of
the slave castles at Elmina and Cape Coast.
The castle in Elmina is well restored, a
designated World Heritage site, and wellknown from appearing in many TV
programmes about the slave trade. It was
certainly a moving experience to be taken
round there, and to imagine what conditions
must have been like. Roger, Fred and I also
went on a recce to Abokwa Island, some 60
miles or so further along the coast. This one
has never been activated for IOTA, and we
were prospecting on behalf of Ken G3OCA
and colleagues who plan to operate from
there in March. On our return, late on
Friday, we found the 160m balloon inflated
and aloft. Sadly, it wasn't to remain there
for long, and was blown out to sea even
before the contest started. Another blow!
We had also been seeing electrical storms
out to sea most days, apparently unusual for

Another concern was that Vince's absence
left us short of a TS-930, and then Fred's
930 also started to play up. Fortunately
Ralph was due to visit us before the contest,
and very kindly agreed to loan us, and bring
with him, the GARS FT-990. Also due to
the missing operators, we were short of a
laptop, which required some urgent
investigation to find a PC which we could
rent locally. Apart from these, there were
several minor concerns, such as a dearth of
keying leads (again, presumably those from
previous years had been taken back home).
A local source was found for transistors some nice big power regulator types, as it
happens - and Jeff and Jim were able to
build us some makeshift interfaces to allow
us to key from CT.
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KF7E G4PIQ and I) were VooDude rookies,
so we were relying on Mike, Roger and Fred
to show us the ropes.

Accra is quite a sprawl but, once outside the
city, the countryside is relatively empty
except for the occasional villages alongside
the road, very much as you would expect
them to be, with fairly primitive dwellings
(you don't need anything fancy when the
temperature is always high), lots of happy,
smiling faces, and plenty of street-side
vendors with a variety of local fare. Fred
kept a watchful eye on the cellular signal
(sad, isn't he!), and we noted that coverage
extended well outside Accra, then a gap, but
started again as we came close to Cape
Coast and Elmina. Apparently the service
has been rolled out in the past year, and
roaming agreements are very recent, but it
certainly proved useful having the service
available (four of us had taken cellphones).
Indeed, the whole Cape Coast/Elmina area
has obviously received significant
infrastructure investment in recent years,
presumably to encourage tourism (this is
where the best beaches are, along with the
best-preserved slave castles which have
become a popular destination, especially for
Afro-Americans wanting to trace their
roots), and the road along that stretch of
coast has been resurfaced to a very high
standard.

Accra and Onwards

Walking out of Accra airport is quite an
experience, though exactly as I had
imagined West Africa to be. The heat, the
smells and the teeming mass of humanity.
After the journey and the immigration
formalities, it was a relief to be whisked off
to the Paloma Hotel where the Dudes have
stayed before, where we quickly retired to
the Sports Bar for a local beer (or three).
Early the following morning (Saturday, a
week before the contest), I awoke to a phone
call from Roger - could I join him for an
interview at Vibe FM, one of Accra's
commercial radio stations? We met up with
Ralph, took a taxi to the radio station and
soon after I was making my first
transmission from 9G, not on 14MHz CW,
but on 91.9MHz FM! The rest of the day
was spent buying local supplies, changing
currency, organising an Internet account so
that we could access the PacketCluster
system via Telnet, and generally sorting out
logistics. Mike and I also took a trip to the
GARS station (9GOARS) at the Accra
Technical Training Centre, and made a few
hundred QSOs on 28MHz (well, Mike made
most of them while I nodded off at the other
side of the shack).

Throughout the summer I was connected to
the Pactor and so I communicated with
many ham radio friends around the world.
Only for a few days I managed to return to
Agion Oros and steal time to make some
QSOs.

and has operated a DX PacketCluster node
for the past six years.
Professionally, Paul works for a wireless
data start-up company. He lives in Rowlett,
Texas, with his wife and two daughters. All
WAZ applications and other correspondence
should be sent to Paul at 2805 Toler Rd,
Rowlett, TX 75088. He may also be
reached by e-mail to k5rt@cq-amateurradio.com . Please note that it will take some
time to transfer all of the WAZ records to
Paul, and for him to work through the
growing backlog of award applications, so a
little more patience than usual will be
required during this transition period.

With the help of God, I am back at my
monastery now, where with my brothers are
at the process of picking the olives for our
yearly production of oil. This oil is valuable
for us since it is used for cooking, for
lighting oil candles in church, for our
nightlights and for charity to the poor and
needy. Back here and when my busy
schedule allows me, I will be QRV and
transmit the voice of Mount Athos through
the air waves across the world. Being a
strong believer that my transmissions
strengthen the faith in God for those I
contact, and offer an opportunity for
spiritual growth, although it deviates the
typical missionary work, I remain your
humble friend and I am looking forward
communicating with you over the air waves.

New NCDXMARU Beacon

The
seventeenth
beacon
in
the
NCDXF/IARU Beacon Network came on
the air from Novosibirsk, Russia at 0945Z
on 26 November 1999. The beacon
operator, Yuri Zaruba, UA9OBA, reports
that this is the first radio beacon to be placed
on the air in Russia and both local and
national TV covered the event. The callsign
is RR9O, Radio Radio Nine Oscar. The
NCDXF/IARU beacons provide world-wide
coverage and transmit in turn every three
minutes on five different amateur radio
bands. The final beacon will be in Hong
Kong, China with the callsign VR2HK. Full
information is available on the World Wide
Web at www.ncdxf.org .

God bless you all.
Monk Apollo SV2ASP/A
(forwarded by Mauro IIJQJ)

Station Building

The hotel had arranged for four local lads to
be available to us for the next few days, so
our job became one of directing and
supervising while they did much of the
legwork. Indeed, they tended to be offended
if we tried doing labouring work ourselves.
And not just labouring work. One of them
had been an electrician in the Ghanaian
merchant navy for many years, so was
almost as much at home with what we were
doing as we were. One of the others was a
trained carpenter and another was a mason,
so they were dextrous and quick to pick up
what was required. As a result, by Sunday
evening we already had the 15m beam
assembled and in the air, and by Monday
evening most of the beams were up (Force
12 monobanders for 10, 15 and 20, a
Cushcraft 40-2CD for 40, a Force 12 C-3

Sunday was travelling day. After three
successful years operating as 5V7A, the
hotel that the VooDudes had used was no
longer available, and Roger had made a
recce trip earlier in the year to find a new
site, this time in Ghana itself. He had lit
upon the Oyster Bay Hotel in Elmina, 100
miles up the coast from Accra. The site is
excellent, with plenty of space for antennas,
both on the ground and on the flat roofs of
the various chalets, and the management had
been only too happy to accommodate us and
all our eccentricities. Transport to Elmina
was by way of a bus for the operators and
rigs, plus truck for the antenna and tower
hardware.
34

CO appoints new WAZ award
manager

(Hicksville, New York) -- Paul Blumhardt,
K5RT, has been appointed CQ Worked All
Zones (WAZ) Award Manager, effective
immediately, by Dick Ross, K2MGA,
President of CQ Communications, Inc and
Publisher of CQ magazine. Paul will
succeed Jim Dionne, KIMEM, who passed
away in October.

Bob Fabry, N6EK, NCDXF Beacon Project
Director, IARU Beacon Co-ordinator
DX AWARDS WEB SITE CHANGE.

Ted, KIBV, informs OPDX that he now has
his own domain WEB site at:
htto://www.dxawards.com/ The Web site
lists all kinds of award hunting information,
concentrating mostly on short term (contacts
during the current year) awards. He has just
added a small bunch of Millennium awards
requiring the contacts to have been made
during the year 2000. Other pages cover

Paul is an accomplished ham radio DXer
and contester. He holds DXCC Honor Roll
for Mixed, Phone and CW, plus 5-Band
DXCC, 5-Band WAS and is currently at 199
zones on his 5-Band WAZ. Paul was first
licensed in 1972 as WN4BVK. He has
served as an officer of the Potomac Valley
Radio and the North Texas Contest Clubs,
volunteered with the 5th area QSL bureau,
is

keen to get back on the air. HIDXA donated
a Kenwood TS960S (with antenna tuner),
brand new state of the art switched mode
power supply, an HF6V Butternut antenna,
coax cable, log book etc. and also a 20 M
dipole antenna, coax cable, log book etc.
During my stay the equipment and also a
20m dipole was set up quite quickly in
Yonten's house in Thimphu. Yonten and I
assembled the HF6V in two separate parts
and it will be a simple five minutes job to
have the antenna complete. We were waiting
for metal work to roof mount the vertical
when I left.

award hunting terms and links to
club/association awards pages all over the
world. Ted plans to increase the scope of
coverage this winter.
BHUTAN REVISITED
From Jim VK9NS

Back on Norfolk Island after a two months
absence, I have much to do to catch up with
mail, QSL cards etc. I shall do my best to
bring you up to date with A5 Bhutan.
My recent visit to Bhutan was by invitation
and please accept my apologies for keeping
everything low key. Very few knew of my
intended visit, to avoid raising hopes of
activity during my stay.

Whilst we monitored several bands I was
able to guide Yonten in a few of the ways of
the bands of today. There were some very
good signals on that dipole! Plans are also
being made to get a beam for him (e.g.
Cushcraft A4, 3e1) and this will be organised
later. Position of a tower etc. were also
discussed. The Paro location will also be
very good and this was also discussed. All
donated equipment is registered at the
Ministry of Communications and Yonten
has several other items available e.g. a linear
etc. By the way Yonten has not forgotten his
CW. No transmissions were made.

I travelled to Bhutan via the 'long path.' First
to Auckland, New Zealand, then London,
and returned home via Bangkok, up to Paro
(Bhutan) and back to Bangkok via Calcutta,
then to Sydney, on to Brisbane and finally
Norfolk Island. I had an extended break in
the U.K. with my family and also attended
the GM Convention at Stirling, the IOTA
Dinner (RSGB) HF Convention and also
part of the RSGB HF Convention itself.
My travels involved the usual 80 kg
including Amateur Radio gear and often
wonder if I will ever meet that 20 kg. limit
one day. I arrived at Paro (Bhutan) on a
superb day of sunshine, and the new
terminal and airport facilities are stunning.
After customs and entry formalities were
completed I was legally in Bhutan and I was
met by Dasho T. Yonten (S/Judge, rtd)
better known to us all as Yonten,
AC5TY/A5ITY. Originally it was planned
that I should be based in Paro (airport area)
and travel up to Thimphu (the capital) as
required. It was however decided that being
based in Thimphu would be more
convenient for me.

MOC.
Deputy Minister Leki Dorji kindly arranged
an immediate first visit to his office by
Yonten and myself. However, although
apologetic (I had written earlier, requesting
authorisation) he felt strongly that with the
introduction of the Amateur Radio Service
so close to completion, there was nothing to
gain by authorising any operation under the
guise of Demonstration of Amateur Radio
etc. As this ruling was also applied to
Yonten, it was felt that it was a sensible and
honest decision.

Amateur Radio

Many of the older DXers will remember
Yonten as he was quite active over several
years in the past, first as AC5TY and later as
A5ITY. Yonten is now retired and has been

One must consider that it is only in recent
months that the Telecommunications Act
(Bhutan) has become a reality. It is a fact
that the level of work done by MOC in
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A Rookie in Ghana
Don Field G3X77"
Excess Baggage!

(Roger G3SXW was well-prepared for any
suggestion that an article about 9G5AA
would be very welcome for the CDXC
Digest. His answer, in essence, was "well,
you're a journalist, write it yourself.'" So,
here it is.)

Given this stockpile of hardware, which
includes antennas, towers, rigs and
amplifiers, Roger told me that all I would
need to take, apart from the odd T-shirt and
pair of shorts, was a keyer, headphones and
a laptop PC. Of course, life is never that
simple, and I also ended up hand-carrying
the transformer for Andy G4PIQ's Titan
amplifier, with the rest of the PSU in my
hold baggage. Andy himself took the RF
deck. Believe you me, not only is a linear
transformer quite heavy to carry in a PC
carry-case, but it looks a little odd on airport
X-ray machines too! And as I travelled out
with Roger, Jeff 9H I EL and Fred G4BWP
via Amsterdam, that meant that I got
stopped at two airports on the way out and
two on the way back! Not that there were
any actual difficulties; just some raised
eyebrows (and a young lady security person
at Amsterdam who will probably never try
to pick up a passenger's laptop again!).

Windsor, the HF Convention, already
October and I was still without a destination
for CQWW CW. But, of course, the nice
thing about amateur radio is that it's one big
family, and by the end of the weekend I had
not one but three invitations to operate the
contest. Now I had a different dilemma! All
the invitations were attractive, but I had
followed the activities of the Voodoo
Contest Group (perhaps more commonly
known as the "VooDudes") in West Africa
for a number of years, knew most of the
guys personally, and it was a part of the
world I had always wanted to visit. So
9G5AA it would be.
The nice thing about coming into an
operation like this almost at the last minute
is that most of the hard work had been done!
Roger G3SXW kindly invited me to an
evening at his QTH to get up to speed with
what was what, and about the only other
preparation I had to make was to organise
my visa and the necessary medication (a
Yellow fever certificate is mandatory, and
anti-malaria prophylactics are a pretty good
idea too!).

I've mentioned the four of the team who
travelled via Amsterdam. The remaining
three, Jim KF7E, Mike KC7V and Andy
G4PIQ travelled from London on BA, their
flight landing just minutes after ours, so that
they appeared in the arrivals hall even
before the rest of us had cleared
immigration. Two other would-be 1998
VooDudes, Cris G4FAM and Vince K5VT,
failed to show at the last minute, Cris due to
some medical problems and Vince because a
major family crisis developed literally as he
was on his way to the airport. Our thoughts
were with both Cris and Vince, but their
absence left us with less than the critical
mass for a proper multi-multi operation,
which requires six bands to be manned,
along with at least one multiplier station.
What was also to transpire later was that,
along with the missing bodies, was various
kit, including a transceiver and some other
vital goodies, that they were due to bring
with them. Of the seven ops., four (9H1EL

The VooDudes have operated from 9G, TY
and, for three years, as 5V7A, always multimulti and, during that time, have
accumulated a substantial stockpile of
hardware, currently stored at the QTH of
Ralph Quist 9G1RQ, the driving force
behind GARS (the Ghana Amateur Radio
Society), and a typical Ghanaian in that he is
self-effacing but intelligent, generous,
friendly and incredibly willing to help in
whatever way he can.
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QRZ CONTEST
Don Field, G3XTT
It's been fun to have decent high band
conditions once again for the main contest
season, and many records have been broken.
In the US much of the contest camaraderie
focuses around the big contest clubs such as
Yankee Clipper and the Northern and
Southern California Contest Clubs. We
don't have any equivalent here, but
hopefully CDXC comes close to meeting the
bill, and there is plenty of contest talk at our
various social events.

I'm sure a good time will be had by all. A
copy of the latest Communiqué from the
organisers appears later in this section.
My main contribution to this edition's QRZ
Contest is a personal reflection on my
experiences at 9G5AA. I'd love to have
similar write-ups from other CDXC
members. I'm also including the latest
CQWW UK records, broken down by
country. A bit late for the 1999 contests, I'm
afraid, but at least it should start you
thinking about where you want to be next
year, and what category you plan to attack.
Maybe there is someone out there who could
do the same for the other "big four"
international contests (CQ WPX and ARRL,
Phone and CW)?

Contesting really is one of the more social
aspects of amateur radio. DXers rarely get to
speak with each other; they are too busy
chasing a third party, the DX station.
Contesters QSO regularly, even if it's only a
brief contest exchange. But when they do
meet, it's always an occasion for swapping
contesting stories and anecdotes, and
sharing hints and tips. For that reason, I'm
very much looking forward to attending my
first Contest Club Finland get-together later
in January in Helsinki, largely encouraged
by David G3WGN's write-up in these pages
after his trip there last year.

At the start of a new year, you should
already be mapping out your plans for the
main contests of the year, marking the dates
in your diary, giving your spouse fair
warning, perhaps reserving flights, ferries
and hotels, etc. And, as always, it would be
great if, through these pages, we could help
to put potential multi-op participants in
touch with each other. See, for example, the
letter in this issue from Malcolm, MOBHE. I
also have the calls of a few members who
contacted me last year with an interest in
operating CQWW CW. In the end my plans
for GU fell through, but I'm sure these guys
are still keen to join a multi-op group at
some stage.

The other big contesting get-together in
2000 will be the next World Radio Team
Championship which for the first time
moves to Europe. It will be held in Slovenia,
and the UK will be represented this time by
G4BUO and G3SXW who have a year or
two of contesting experience between them.
This year's event follows a slightly different
format from the previous two WRTC
events, in that there will also be an off-air
element, copying callsigns from a tape
recording. The organisers are hoping many
more contesters will visit Slovenia as part of
the event, to rub shoulders with other
contesters and generally have a good time.

Do send me your contesting input in good
time for the next deadline, and enjoy those
early contests of 2000.

73 Don G3XTT
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recent years has been quite outstanding.
Today
so
many aspects of
telecommunications have been brought
under real and legal administration. If one
needs proof of this statement the Kingdom
of Bhutan now has its own TV station in
Thimphu. Is now on Internet and e-mail.
MOC now has a Spectrum Management
Agency, Monitoring Unit in place and so on.
(In many cases our own licensing and
telecomms structure are taken for-granted)

Sincere thanks is due to many individuals in
Bhutan who did so much to make my stay
another wonderful experience. In particular
to Yonten and his family and all at MOC. I
was also able to renew several old
friendships. It is hoped that Kirsti, VK9NL,
and I will be back in Bhutan early in year
2000.
73 Jim VK9NS
P.S. Please contact HIDXA if you need
further information.

The introduction of the Amateur Radio
Service in Bhutan is now very close and I
predict that from early in the year 2000
activity from A5 will be on a regular (but
sustainable) level. That this activity will be
Amateur Radio based on a solid legislation
base so enabling the Amateur Radio portion
of the Telecommunications Act to be
administered fairly and professionally.

4UOG
Piero Calvi-Parisetti, IK2BHX (K2BHX),
reports on the newest United Nations
Amateur Radio station, located in the Palais
des Nations, the Headquarters of the United
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland (UNOG).
The call 4UOG was issued to mark the
emergency preparedness measures set up at
Headquarters by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs for the
Y2K rollover period, and it may become, in
the future, the official call of the UNOG
Amateur Radio Club. The new station has
been on the air on 20m CW around 17:00Z.
4U0G will count for Switzerland for the
DXCC award. A picture of the location of
this station and some details can be found at
http://ik2bhx.homepage.com/4U0G.htm .
QSL via the bureau only to IK2BHX.

It is now II years since my first
involvement with The Kingdom of Bhutan
then my operation as A51.1S in 1990. Call it
idealism if you like but my view has always
been the hope of A5, Bhutan joining the
world of Amateur Radio on an equal
footing. The Kingdom of Bhutan is a
sovereign nation and certainly the Ministry
of Communications in recent years under
Deputy Minister Leki Dorji along with his
small staff has achieved a great deal to make
this ideal a reality.

I am pleased to announce a new on-line forum for the buying and selling of amateur
radio and related equipment - SHACKMART.
As a special introductory offer, radio amateurs and SWLs can advertise their wants and
unwanted radio equipment for sale free of charge provided the advertisement is placed
before February 29th, 2000.
This unique SHACKMART forum allows advertisers to have the equivalent of a full
page advertisement, with pictures, which would be uneconomic for the private
individual using other advertising media.
Full details of this service, together with a list of equipment for sale/wanted can be
found at http://www.shacklog.co.uk .
Adverts should be emailed to g3pmr@shacklog.co.uk
Regards and thanks
Alan Jubb, G3PMR
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GENERAL TOPICS
NORTHERN TERRITORY IOTA DXPEDITIONS NOV 1999
VK8Cl CROKER IS OC - 229

VK8ML MELVILLE IS OC - 173

DXing from 2 Remote Islands in the Top End of Australia
Stuart Birkin, VK8NSB (vk8nsb@octa4.netau)

Peter ZL1HN was last, arriving from
Auckland, New Zealand via Brisbane on the
Monday morning of I st Nov.

2nd Nov (2 days to go): We headed to
Geoffs (VK8NGP / ZGP) QTH in Darwin
and, after a cold drink and a bit of a chat, we
decided to take as much equipment as we
could to Airnorth. Geoff s utility vehicle
(Ute) was great (Allan's car is not the best
for room with 200kg of radio gear and 4
amateurs in it). Michelle and Peter at
Airnorth were fantastic. The 3 verticals to be
taken were not packed, Peter asked if we
could pack them. Well .... Geoff had the
verticals in the Ute and before I knew what
was happening he yelled to me as he drove
away with Steve in tow, "I'll be back in
about 20mins". When Geoff returned the 3
verticals were packed and loaded.

With the team now in Darwin we
commenced to prepare for the first of two
Island DXpeditions, 6 days on each island,
12 days in total; a lot of work and DXing to
be done.

The rest of the day the team headed for the
shopping centre to get some last minute
supplies, and lunch of course. The next day
was spent sightseeing and a final check of
gear.

1st Nov: That afternoon & evening Allan &
Peter were sorting out the 2 laptops with our
Writelog logging program to be used for
logging on both islands, and also sorting out
all the team's personal bags (it's amazing
what you can fit in a bag when you roll
clothes). While this was going on Steve
(Team Tech) and I started to sort out coax,
toolboxes, antennas, ropes and all sorts of
equipment that would be needed on both
islands. We tested everything and made sure
that we had everything we needed to run
four complete HF stations with 8 antennas
on both islands.

Melville Island

This is the story of 3 Australians & 1 Kiwi,
amateur radio operators travelling to the
remote Outback of the Northern Territory to
do not one but two IOTA DXpeditions.
Our story starts on the team's arrival in
Darwin. Stuart VK8NSB (Team Leader)
was the first to arrive on 30th Oct. followed
by Allan VK2CA / NNN & Steve VK2SRN
who had just endured a 3100km drive from
Broken Hill, NSW to be part of this
DXpedition team, arriving on 31st Oct
(Sunday night).

4th Nov, 0800: We were collected by Peter
VK8PDG (thanks Peter, without you it
would have been a long walk), and we
departed Darwin at 0900 for OC-173. The
flight to Melville Island was clear the whole
way, and we arrived at around 1000am local
time at the "Melville Island International
Airport" (Hi, Hi). While the pilot, James,
was unloading the gear, he commented that
we had some fancy fishing gear here. When
we informed him that there was no fishing
planned at all and explained to him what we
were doing, he just could not believe that
18

the popular HF Challenge to coincide with
the CQ WW DX Contests, has set a good
example by requiring competitors who use
the Cluster to enter the multi-operator
category but most other SWL contests don't
have such a section nor any rules regarding
the use of the Cluster. I personally feel that
the use of the Cluster should be banned in
contests which are open solely to single
operators, since it gives packet-assisted
listeners a very unfair advantage over others.
It is no doubt true that contest managers will
often not be able to tell whether a
competitor has used the Cluster or not but
contestants generally have to sign a
declaration that they have followed the rules
and this statement could include the non-use
of the Cluster. Admittedly a very, very small
number of entrants do take a cavalier
attitude to the rules but one has to make
rules on the understanding that all entrants
are strictly honest.

packet, except that they can't demonstrate
their irritation by making a nuisance of
themselves!!
PacketCluster is particularly useful in
transmitting contests where DX stations
remain on the same QRG for some time and
want other stations to go there and work
them. This has been recognised by contest
organisers who require stations using the
Cluster to enter in the "multi-operator"
sector, presumably because the Cluster is
seen as equivalent to another pair (or more
than one pair) of ears. Use of the Cluster is
particularly useful for finding multipliers,
essential if one wants to get a high score.
Writing as an SWL who likes taking part in
contests, the use of the Cluster in SWL
contests bothers me. I do not know how
many SWLs have access to the system but
some certainly do and I expect that more
will follow suit. Bob Treacher, who runs

FOR SALE
FT990AC HF Transceiver fitted with 250Hz CW filter and 2kHz SSB filter £750.00. (Same spec
FT990AC advertised in December 1999 RadCom for £875.00.)
FT900 HF Transceiver fitted with internal ATU, complete with MMB-20 Mobile Mount Bracket
and YSK-900 Separation Unit. This rig has never been used in anger, and only had power
applied on two or three occasions. Effectively it's brand new. The MMB-20 and YSK-900 are
completely unused. A snip at £695.00.
Alan Jubb G3PMR
Tel 01767 677 913
g3pmr@shacklog.co.uk

(We are always pleased to carry Members' private ads free of charge — ed.)
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hears a CQ call from V73GB in the
Marshall Islands. MOKKZ calls V73GB and
has a QSO with him. Realising that V73 is a
rare country and that many European
stations would like a QSO with the DX
station, MOKKZ then uses his computer to
access the PacketCluster and place a
message such as "1605 GMT, V73GB,
I4249kHz SSB. From MOKKZ". (He might
also add the operator's name, QSL
information, etc.) In his well-intentioned
desire to help V73GB and everyone else, he
has forgotten to ask the V73 whether he
wants his call advertised on the Cluster; had
he done so, he might have got the answer
"no". Meanwhile, up in Scotland,
MMOLLQ is following the PacketCluster
"spots" on his computer and he sees the
news about the V73. He switches on his
transceiver, locates the correct QRG and
calls V73GB, only to find that the DX
station has replied to someone else. Not
only did MMOLLQ see the message on the
cluster but so did dozens of other amateurs
and, almost instantaneously, the frequency
became a mass of stations all shouting their
callsigns (or, more often, the last two letters
of them) and hoping to be heard in the
bedlam.

argue that it has always been that way.
What is now different is that the
PacketCluster directs the most efficient
stations to the DX, giving them a big
advantage over others. Yet it also directs
the other stations there too and often gives
them opportunities they might otherwise
miss, especially if the DX station resorts to
working "split".

In this example, V73GB is not a DXpedition
but a resident of the islands who is not
wanting to make hundreds of QSOs in the
quickest time. He has several options when
con fronted with the pile-up on his channel.
He may go QRT immediately (something
which often happens in similar
circumstances) and nobody else will work
him. He may QSY to somewhere quieter.
He could operate split-frequency. Or he
may stay where he is and work some of the
stations calling him. Inevitably, the stations
that he can copy best will be those that he
works. MMOLLQ may often do well with
his 100 watts to a G5RV but some of the
calling stations will be running kilowatts to
six-element beams.

Many amateurs use the Cluster these days
but many more do not. In our example,
14249 kHz has been transformed from just
"any old frequency" to one on which
everyone seems to be calling. It becomes a
magnet for amateurs who know (or think
they know) which DX station is there and
also for amateurs who don't know (having
not got access to the Cluster) and want to
find out. This is when a lot of the problems
arise. Stations will often ask "Who is the
DX on the frequency?" and go on asking
until someone tells them. A common
answer is "Why don't you listen and you will
find out?" though we have already seen that
that isn't necessarily so. In exasperation,
some stations then try to disrupt
proceedings, as if they weren't disrupted
enough already, by calling CQ or making
fatuous remarks. Asking "Is this frequency
occupied?" is another favourite trick, when
it is obvious to the whole world that it is not
only occupied but very overpopulated. And
then we have various types of jamming,
which do not need elaboration. I believe
that most of these problems stem from
frustration, though that is not to suggest that
they are excusable. They didn't happen in
the days when stations had to find the DX
themselves without electronic assistance and
all stations gave their callsigns regularly. In
our example, V73GB (assuming he hasn't
already thrown in the towel) may be giving
his callsign frequently but few will hear it in
the melee. Those who have established the
call from the Cluster won't need to hear it
anyway

There is nothing new in the situation where
the operators with the best equipment and
best locations work the best DX. Some will

"Packet-less" SWLs who get caught up in
the kind of pandemonium already described
are in a similar position to amateurs without
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there was not even a hand line in the 200kg
+ of luggage (for the fishing amateurs out
there, fishing on any NT Island is just
amazing).

morning. We also hired a 2nd laptop in
Darwin.

Croker Island
The flight to Croker Island was clear skies
all the way, and the equipment, now reduced
to about 150kg, was a much better fit in the
small plane.

Arriving at the school and meeting Maryann
(Principal) about 1030am, with a goal to
have every station set up by 1500 and on air
at 1600, we proceeded to erect the 3 element
10m mini-beam on the rotatable tripod
(made and donated to the team by Geoff
VK8NGP / ZGP), the R7 Vertical, R5
Vertical, Hustler Vertical and the four
Dipoles for 80m, 40m, 30m and even a 6m
dipole in case of an opening there.

With the schedule from Melville Island
being used for Croker Island, we proceeded
to assemble the two stations until about 4pm
local time when all was ready. Day 1 OC229 finished at about 2am with two stations
working over 1300 QSOs (over 1000 in the
first 6 hours alone!) from 40m - 10m in both
CW & SSB.

We worked P29BI on 15m at 0405 UTC for
radio checks with two stations, but the hardcore pile-ups did not begin until around
0730 UTC.

Due to her work commitments, we did not
get to meet Beverly, the Mamaruni school
principal, until Saturday afternoon; just
when the pileups to Europe started on 10m.
We sat her down in front of the FT920 and
said go to it, with comments like, "How can
you hear a Cal!sign amongst all that?" and
"There are too many people calling ...
Help!". She sat and watched the team
working DX on 10m for about lhr and just
could not believe the amount of people
calling her small island.

We hit the bands with 2 stations and due to
spreading the antennas as far apart as we
could we were able to run 4 stations on 4
bands. We were even able to run CW &
SSB on the same band with no interference
to each other. Of course with only 4 guys,
running 4 stations straight away would have
killed us all by day 2, so shifts were
implemented to run 2 or 3 stations at a time.
We had just hit the bands on 10m, 15m, and
20m when disaster struck. Peter ZLIHN,
who was putting the finishing touches to the
40m Dipole, tripped and fell down an
embankment and hurt his wrist .... badly.
Being in such a remote QTH we could not
tell if it was broken or not. It was decided
that Peter should return to Darwin the
following morning.

Our normal daily routine on both Islands
was: 10m, 15m & 12m first thing every day
working the US with at least 2 stations
running and progressing into South America
(also Europe long-path!) during the
mornings and even some Asia during the
late morning to midday on 20m, 17m, 15m,
12m, 10m.
The afternoons from about 2pm - 5pm most
bands were very quiet, so Allan & I (main
DXers in the team) decided to rest for the
European pileups of an evening and the US
on 20m SSB, 40m SSB and 30m CW,
leaving Steve with pile-ups on IOFM into
Asia. And there were pile-ups for Steve to
work! With the JAs not used to hearing a
VK8 (and on a Island!) on 10 FM before, it
was just bedlam! Steve mastered the pileups
nicely to put many FM DXers in the log.

While all of this was happening Russ
VE6VK told us via Rusty KG4AU (the
Team's Pilot) that his XYL was having their
first son. Congrat's mate! (We are still
waiting for those Cuban cigars).
With the departure of Peter (ZL1HN), 1
laptop and 1 complete HF station were also
lost. We hand-logged about 1200 QSOs on
Melville Island, and returned to Darwin on
Tuesday the 9th. We had a day's break to
repack equipment etc. in preparation for the
flight to Croker Island on Thursday

Allan was hearing phrases such as
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"Europeans wait for no-one!" when he
called for a standby for a 2 minute drink
break, and me asking them to tune up their
amps now while I had a 2 minute drink
break instead of in my ears on the current
frequency!
With now only 3 DXpeditioners to cope
with the huge pileups from EU, US & Asia
we decided to run just 2 stations at nighttime. I can tell you this; sitting down
working pileups for 7 to 8 hrs every night
starts to take it out of you. Especially when
on 20m, 17m and 15m you're getting S9
into EU, JA & U.S.A all at the same time!
Oh, but what fun it was. On our last night on
Croker Island we decided to go until 1200
midnight (local) and then pack up, as we had
to be ready early the next day. Steve, who
had been working 10m SSB for about 30
minutes . (having just taken over from me),
and Allan on 15m, were trying to get the
9000th QSO in the log for both islands. And
yes, you guessed it, Steve was the Mr. 9000!
After this we needed about 24 more for the
4800th contact on Croker Island. With about
!hr to go and comments from Allan like
"Turn off Steve's radio, he's not getting this
one!", the competition for the 4800th QSO
was on. Allan was victor this time (losing
his voice doing it) but Steve was going to do
a recount back in Darwin (Hi Hi).

Schools Liaison
Two days on each island (Friday & Monday)
had been committed to an Amateur Radio
display for the children at the schools. This
worked out great with Mike WASPOK (a
school in Texas U.S.A) and Doreen
VK4MDS in Brisbane being on air, plus
others from around the world (thank you, all
who helped) talking to the children on both
islands and even having a CW chat with an

amateur in the U.S. The kids & teachers had
a great time.

SWL NEWS

The team received a lot of positive feedback
on the bands that what we were doing for
the children was great. Thanks to all
concerned, as this lifted the team and was
just what we had set out to do, have fun!
The totals for the DXpedition are:
VK8ML - 4213 QSOs with 98 DXCC
countries worked
VK8CI - 4804 QSOs and 100 DXCC
countries worked

Bob Treacher, BRS 32525
(brs32525@compuserve.com )
(Unfortunately Bob has been unable to provide a piece for this issue as he is fully occupied at
M2000A — good luck Bob and team! Did any members see Bob and Dave G4BUO interviewed
on TV? Normal service will resume with the next Digest. Anyway, we do have an excellent
SWL contribution, below, suggested by David Whitaker and reproduced with thanks to ISWL
and to Arthur Miller. — ed.)

Giving a grand total of 9017 QSOs with 119
DXCC countries worked.
In 12 days (minus 4 for the children), this
equates to over 1000 QSOs per day with just
3 Amateurs! We believe we had two
successful DXpeditions and had some great
fun as well.
To Allan, Steve & Peter thanks very much
for your time, effort and expense.
To our sponsors
THE SHARP FAMILY, AIRNORTH,
IOTA, IREF, HIDXA - VK9NS QSL MGR,
VK8NGP / ZGP, VK8GF, VK8HA,
VK8PDG, KG4AU - TEAM PILOT,
JMIPXG, 9V1YC, VK4MDS, WA5POK
Thank you all!
The team's Web pages, with on-line logs,
photos and more info. about the islands is at
www.vk2nnn.com/IOTA and if you're
interested in doing an IOTA DXpedition
please contact Stuart at
vk8nsb@vk2nnn.com or PO Box 205,
Karama, NT 0812. My personal goal is to do
the three remaining NT island groups in
2000 / 2001 but I will need the help of other
VICs to do it ...

THE PACKET CLUSTER -- FRIEND OR FOE ?
Arthur Miller, !SWL GW5218
(Author's Note:

to a station on 14195 kHz working "split'
around the same time of day. This other
SWL listened for more than 30 minutes
without once hearing a callsign. There was
only one major DXpedition taking place at
the time and it was fairly obvious that it was
this station that we both heard. But it wasn't
completely obvious.

This article first appeared
in Monitor, the journal of the International
Short Wave League. ISWL caters not only
for amateurs and amateur bands listeners
but also for Broadcast Bands listeners and
the explanation of the operation of the
PacketCluster was included mainly for the
benefit of BC Bands SWLs who may not
have been familiar with the system.)

My initial reaction was that the ARRL
should take a strong line with DXpeditions
not following the accepted standards of
operating. My next thought was that,
between us, we two SWLs had heard a DX
station operating for more than an hour and
working well over one hundred stations,
none of whom had heard him give his
callsign. How did these stations know
which station they were working? The
answer, of course, is that they had all seen
on the PacketCluster that a particular station
was operating on 14195 kHz and they had
assumed that this must have been the
station.

There has been much discussion about the
declining standards of operating on the
amateur bands in recent years and some
people have taken the view that the
introduction of modern technology has had a
significant impact on this situation. This
article looks solely at the operation of
PacketCluster and does not claim to address
the problem of objectionable behaviour in
all its manifestations.
Several months ago now I was listening to a
station on 14195 kHz SSB who was
working split-frequency with stations a few
kilohertz up the band. In the 40 minutes or
so that I was listening to him he must have
worked more than 60 stations. At first sight,
readers will rightly think that there was
nothing unusual about that. What was
unusual is that the DX station did not give
his callsign even once during the whole
period. Two days later I received a message
from another SWL who had been listening

For the benefit of those readers who may not
be familiar with PacketCluster, I should at
this point explain briefly what it is. Very
simply, it is a computerised "noticeboard"
which shows details of stations on the air at
a particular time. I will "manufacture" three
callsigns for the purpose of an example.
MOKKZ is tuning around 20 metres when he
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antenna systems than this previously and my
current DXCC total of 327 has been built up
from five different QTHs involving four
planning applications and a good deal of
hole digging and concrete mixing. You may
hear me operating from time to time from
Scotland where I use a doublet, ground
plane and inverted L antennas at least once a

month. I have a TS940s in Scotland and
have recently purchased a second-hand
Linear Amp UK Explorer Amplifier (2 x 3500z) which I am extremely pleased with.
I've made a lot of friends through Amateur
Radio and I hope that my member profile
reflects my enthusiasm for a fantastic hobby.

DX Secret Weapon?
The K6STI Receiving Loop
(Taken from the excellent K3KY Web Page — www.angelfire.com/md/k3ky/index.html)

Although it was prominently featured in
September 1995 QST Magazine (p.33-41), I
believe this antenna has been overlooked by
a lot of low band DXers. Perhaps it seems a
little too complicated, but I found it well
worth the effort it took to design and build.
It is a terrific performer and has greatly
exceeded my expectations. This is a low,
medium size, horizontal loop with some
very interesting characteristics. It has an
omni-directional, fairly low angle pattern
with a deep overhead null like a vertical, yet
it rejects vertically polarised RF energy and
responds only to horizontally polarised
energy. It offers a 25 to 30dB improvement
in signal to noise over a vertical for manmade noise. This is often the predominant
noise type in densely populated urban and
suburban areas. Results often seem magical
as signals that are covered by noise on a
vertical antenna become perfectly readable
upon switching to the loop. A typical
antenna is 21ft on a side and about 10ft
high. Height is not critical as with
Beverages, and the antenna works just as
well at 5ft or 50ft. It is double-fed with
ladder line in diagonally opposite corners to
maintain good balance. The antenna can be
built with remote band switching, as I did
with mine. It works well on 80 and has been
surprisingly good on 160. It is often my best
performing low noise receive antenna.

back rejection, then these antennas would be
a better choice. Likewise, the WA2WVL
cardoid loop array provides good FM over a
narrow bandwidth if you have the roomabout 80ft for 80m. (QST, Aug 1993, p.31).

VP2V/G3TXF and FG/G3TXF : Finding your spot on the beach
Nigel G3TXF (G3TXF@compuserve.com )

Choosing nice spots from which to operate
in the Caribbean is not difficult, but getting
the right location once you're there can be.
In October 98 some 9,100 QSOs had been
made as FJ/G3TXF operating with a R7000
vertical on the beach from St Barthelemy.
The FJ-location had been ideal for Europe:
the vertical at the water's edge had a clear
North-East take-off.

take-off from the beach to both EU and the
USA was excellent, although the mountains
on the centre of Tortola blocked anything
from the south.
And so to FG (Les Saintes).
Les Saintes (NA-114) are a small group of
islands off Guadeloupe. The place appears
to be in a time-warp. The small population
of 1,700 are descendants of Breton
fishermen who came to the islands 200 years
ago. The location for FG/G3TXF was far
from ideal and this showed in the QSO total.
The choice of accommodation on Les
Saintes is relatively limited. Although the
vertical did end up being within 6ft of the
water's edge, it was severely blocked
towards Europe although clear towards USA
and Japan. However having already moved
QTH once whilst on VP2V in order to
improve the signal, there wasn't much
enthusiasm to do so again on Les Saintes.
After all, the trip was supposed to be a
holiday as well as a DXpedition.

This year there were to be two stops : VP2V
and FG (Les Saintes).
The VP2V/G3TXF operation was from two
locations. The first three days were from the
island of Anegada, which, unlike most of
the other islands in the Caribbean (and
unlike all of the other islands that make up
the BVI), is coral and flat. The highest point
on Anegada is just 30ft asl. However the one
hotel on the island (idyllic though it is in
many other ways) is on the 'wrong side' for
a sea take-off to Europe/USA. The second
half of the seven day VP2V operation was
therefore made from the north side of
Tortola, the main island in the BVI. Here the

The combined QSO total from VP2V and FG was exactly 12,800 — all CW, of course.
40m
VP2V
The EWE, K9AJ, and Flag and Pennant
antennas also provide good F/B in a fairly
small space, but with lower receive signal
levels. The K6STI loop has an omnidirectional pattern and, in theory, should
provide no improvement in S/N for
atmospheric noise. STI and his partner
W6KUT who built the first loop noticed an
apparent improvement of 1 to 2 S-units even
when there was no detectable power line
noise present. I have also seen this
behaviour in my antenna. STI reasons that in
populated areas the noise background may
consist of many individual man-made noise
sources which, in composite, are
characterless.

If you have problems with atmospheric
noise and you do have room for Beverages
or phased verticals which have some front to
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2,027

30m
2,056

20m

17m

518

15m

1,250

504

12m
1,804

10m
1,041

Totals
9,200

FG

1,026

324

632

303

56

983

276

3,600

Total

3,053

2,380

1,150

1,553

560

2,787

1,317

12,800

DXpeditioning with an Indoor Dipole!
Torn Taylor, GOPSE (tomtaylor@tctaylorclemon.co.uk)

In October 1997, BilUG3WNI and I,
(Tom/GOPSE) had a week's holiday on
Lundy Island (IOTA EU-120), where we
achieved a DXCC country count of 80.

November is not the best time to holiday on
an island in the Bristol Channel, but the
deciding factors were because it was offseason, availability of accommodation and
cost. We agreed that the best way to
approach it from the equipment angle was
'belt-and-braces' as there are no radio spares
shops on the 3.5 by 0.5 mile island. We
were therefore taking two of everything,

We often talked about returning and trying
to get the 100 countries for the DXCC
Award, and decided to go in early
November 1999.
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rigs, PSUs, antennas, lap-tops, etc.

Arrival on Lundy

As the date of departure got nearer, we
viewed the weather forecasts for the Bristol
Channel with dismay - and what was
heading that way from the Atlantic.
Transport to Lundy is a two-and-half-hour
sea trip from Bideford in North Devon by
the MS Oldenburg. When reserving
accommodation on the island, there is an
insurance surcharge of £13 - this is to cover
the emergency transport arrangements. The
operators of Lundy Island, the Landmark
Trust, obviously don't want to be stuck with
a crowd of holiday visitors who cannot
return home because of bad weather. The
38m long MS Oldenburg (a.k.a. the Rollin'
Burg) does not operate if the sea is too
rough and helicopter transport is used. The
weather forecasts for Lundy gave us cause
for concern, so we drew up two plans. Plan
A, we went by sea and took all our
equipment; Plan B, we went by helicopter
and - because of luggage restrictions - we
took the bare essentials to set up a station.
We packed everything so that the basic
equipment was all in four suitcases - the
surplus was packed separately. On
November 1st. the seventy mile road
journey from Taunton to Bideford was in
wind and rain and, on arriving at the
Oldenburg for the 10.45a.m. crossing, we
were told we would be going to the island
by helicopter. We had made arrangements to
leave our cars at the garage of Jeff Blight,
G4SOF, who lives on the outskirts of
Bideford, and he very kindly stored our
excess baggage in a secure room. Jeff's wife
then drove us back to the Oldenburg, where
we waited to be called for our flight.
Because of the weather, the flight was
delayed several times, but there were fifty
people on Lundy desperate to get home, so
there was a good chance that flights would
take place that day. At 3.00 p.m. we were
called and bussed to the local heliport. There
we boarded the twin-engined helicopter
which carries seven passengers.

1 was the only one who would volunteer to
sit next to the pilot, so I had a marvellous
view of our take-off. On rising vertically to
30m, I could see Lundy in front of me about
eleven miles away. At a speed of 135 knots,
the journey took a mere eleven minutes and
soon we were walking, struggling against
the wind, over the very exposed fields of
Lundy to our QTH. This, as on our previous
visit, was one of the old lighthouse keepers'
cottages which are attached to the Old Light,
the 30m high disused lighthouse.
In 1820, the lighthouse now known as 'Old
Light' was built at the highest point of the
island, 122m above sea-level. Unfortunately,
at that altitude, the lighthouse was often in
cloud and ships could not see the warning
light. Replacement lighthouses were built at
the north and south ends of the island and, in
1897, the Old Light was abandoned. The
building is made of local granite and
Landmark Trust have ensured it does not
deteriorate into a ruin.
We set up our radio station in the lower of
the two flats in the lighthouse keepers'
cottages and then set about erecting a longwire antenna attached to a halyard from the
platform of the tower down to the
apartment. Although I managed to run a
halyard from the tower platform, the wind
was so strong that it defeated all our efforts
to erect a long-wire with outdoor ATU - the
SGC-230 SmartTuner. We had a telescopic
fibre-glass pole with us which extends from
1.2 to 10 metres, so we thought we would
try this as a vertical whip inside the light
house tower. As the pole was extended, we
wound twin-core bell wire around it as a
helix and, when fully extended, the top did
not reach the first floor ceiling inside the
tower. There is a spiral staircase inside the
tower, and nylon lines from the handrail
were used to keep the antenna 'dead centre'.
Crossing the floor of the tower was a large
gauge earthing strip, so we connected the
SmartTuner to the bell wire and earthed it to
the earthing strip. We stood back to admire

G3WPF, to operate the CQWW 160m at
Ron GW3YDX's QTH on the Welsh
Border. We comfortably won the World
multi-op section and it was a weekend that
sticks in my memory and which whetted my
appetite for more contests. Subsequently I
tackled most RSGB Contests and CQ events
for the next five years, and was fortunate to
win the RSGB HF Contest Championship in
1985, 1986 and 1989. In 1984 I was granted
a 6m permit and home brewed a 25w
transverter which along with the TS930s
that I had then, provided me with access to
50 MHz. In 1986 I became Founder
Chairman of Central Lancs ARC. The club
still maintains a membership of over fifty
members today and continued to grow after I
moved to Scotland in 1989. A further career
move back to England in 1990 meant shift
work involving weekend working, and this
turned my interest away from Contesting.
Henry's (G3GIQ) band tables that appear in
HF News every three months spurred me on
in the quest for new countries on the 9 HF
Bands and then later the annual CW
operating tables run by John G3WGV on the
DX Cluster and the WARC and 10m tables
run by the late John G3FKM and now by
Digest editor G3XTT in RadCom further
encouraged continued enthusiasm for
DXing. In 1994 I felt it was time to take the
DXCC award scheme seriously and made a
determined effort to chase down the entities
needed to make Honour Roll Mixed which
took me until 1998.

Great fun, which once again proved to me
that you don't need a super station to enjoy
yourself in the hobby. During the SV5 visit I
struck up a friendship with Nikos, SV5TH
and I received an invitation to operate MultiMulti in the 1998 CQWW CW with The
Radio Club of Rhodes (J45T). I took the
opportunity and returned in 1999, with John,
G4RCG, to assist the team.
I still take part in the occasional CW contest
from home when work commitments allow.
CQWW, CQWW 160m, RSGB IOTA and
AFS are my favourites. For logging I am
still an enthusiast of the Turbolog Station
Management Program, written by G3WGV
and now in the ownership of DJ9KG. For
contests I use Super Duper by EI5DI and CT
by KIEA for CQWW. I am an enthusiast of
the DX Cluster and support this by my
Chairmanship of the Yorkshire Cluster
Support Group (GB7YDX). In 1997 I
purchased an old P1(232 from Bren G4DYO
and practice some RTTY when I get the
time. 50MHz is a band I still find interesting
and I still need thirty countries to get DXCC
on that band. My station these days consists
of mostly second-hand gear apart from my
main transceiver which is a Yaesu FT920. I
couple this to an old Trio TL922 linear.
Members will know from previous articles
that I have had to fight to retain antennas
since moving to my present QTH in late
1996, where I have obtained planning
permission for a 12m Tennamast and a
HF9V Butternut Vertical. So I use a Force
12 Nomad antenna (7els on 5 metre boom
for 10 and 12m), 5 el Yagi on 6m, dipole on
17m and the HF9V for the other bands. On
160m I erect a poor 132 ft inverted L in the
winter months and this does at least get me
out on the band. Once this current sunspot
cycle starts to wane and I have DXCC on 50
MHz in the bag I'll remove the 6m beam and
rethink the HF antenna to give me some
gain on all bands 20m down to 10m. When I
do that I have a Butternut HF2V waiting to
replace the HF9V that has performed so well
for me over the last 3 years taking me on to
Honor Roll in 1998. I've had much better

And so to the present

I'm now working on CW Honour Roll and
looking forward to the formal announcement
of DXCC 2000 in which I intend to
participate. I have a little DXpedition
experience, gained by operating on holidays
in Europe. In 1988 I worked from Colonsay
EU-008 for one week using the callsign
GB5CO and in 1994 from SV9 Crete for
one week. 1998 saw me in SV5 Rhodes
when the holiday fortunately coincided with
the IOTA Contest, so I entered the twelve
hour CW section using a TS50s belonging
to G3ZEM and a 40m doublet antenna.
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one boom. This monster is on a 60ft tower,
although I rarely raise it above 30ft. There is
a full wave delta loop for 80 and a quarterwave sloper for 160, not to mention beams
for 6, 2 and 70cm. Any interested net surfer
can see some pictures on www.qsl.net/g31as .
Sadly, the phonetics have changed. No
longer "Luscious And Seductive", but
"London Ambulance Service".

the grass would ever get cut. On the other
hand, it's sometimes nice or even necessary
to find the DX before it appears on the
Cluster, because that always brings the
loonies out.
All in all, I am finding amateur radio just as
absorbing as I ever did. One of the most
important features of the hobby is its variety,
and I get a bit cross with those who are so
vociferously intolerant of others whose
particular passions are different from their
own. However, I could cheerfully conduct
some interesting surgical experiments on
some of the characters who abuse the HF
bands these days. It really is difficult to
understand what they get out of it, and how
on earth do some of them put out such
colossal signals? If they operated legally and
considerately, they could no doubt make
quite a different name for themselves. Our
hobby is still fun, but its future is, and has
always been, in the hands of all of us.

As you might expect, this gear performs
pretty well. I had hoped to work 300
countries (sorry, entities) in the first year,
but missed it by six. The score at the time of
writing is 305. My US counties score has
reached 1300 and a new interest in IOTA
has resulted in 487 islands worked to date.
Incidentally, one of the reasons for anyone's
success nowadays must be the phenomenon
of the DX Cluster. It is great to know what's
going on without continual speculative
tuning, although that, too, is fun if you are in
the mood. Without the Cluster, I doubt that

MEMBER PROFILE: G4OBK
Phil Catterall, G4OBK (g4obk talk21.com )

Amateur radio started for me in 1967 in my
home county of Lancashire when at the age
of fourteen I built a crystal set. Subsequently
Dave Fowler, (G4YWG) and I found that by
attaching a long wire around the ferrite rod
aerial of our MW/LW transistor radios we
could receive excellent signals from the
local hams on top band AM! We just
listened and didn't identify with the locals...
My next move was to purchase a CR100 for
£5 - a friendly TV engineer friend helped me
by replacing the mains transformer. The
CR100 was a Marconi Receiver - it was
1969 and SSB was catching on big style.
Time was also spent listening to the pop
pirates of the day and short wave broadcasts.
This fuelled my interest and in 1970 1 joined
the RAF and trained as a Ground Radio
Mechanic. SWLing became a thing of the
past for me and I only returned to "Hobby
Radio" as it is now unfortunately called in
1980 when I was working for British

Aerospace and was invited to the shack of
G3XUH in Preston. Ray demonstrated by
having a QSO with an EI station on 160m
SSB and that was it - this was going to be
my hobby.
At once I began studying for the RAE and
Morse as well, taking the exams in
November and January, and obtained my
Class A licence in May 1982. After a shortlived interest in WAB on 160m my attention
turned to consolidating my CW skill and by
doing this I found that DX could easily be
worked on that band. My QTH at that time
was in the bottom of a valley with a stream
at the bottom of the garden backing on to
open land, so it was easy to get plenty of
radials down into the damp soil. I
progressed to a 3/8 series tuned inverted L
with a 60ft vertical section and this antenna
stayed up long enough to claim 160m
DXCC #158 in 1985. Around that time I
was offered the opportunity along with Reg
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our work, looked at the granite walls of the
tower which are over one metre thick and, as
we had no other options, decided to give it a
trY.
During the next couple of days; we were
amazed at the complimentary signal reports
we received for our 100 watt signal using an
indoor antenna, and had QSOs as far as
VK3, JA, LU, PY and V5. We received
many comments of appreciation from EU
and NA for activating the island and giving
them a 'new one'. The proximity of the sea,
our height above sea level and the very good
earth strip must all have been contributing
factors - plus our callsign GBOLI. The result
of it all was that we worked another twenty
countries we had not QSOd before and so
accomplished our mission of 100 DXCC.

had the pleasure of another helicopter flight
and had to endure an uncomfortable journey
on the Oldenburg. I prepared for this with
the prescribed dosage of Stugeron travel
sickness pills and was pleased not to join the
less fortunate passengers hanging over the
ship's rail making offerings of their
breakfasts to the sea gods.
Home again

On arriving home, we found that there were
already direct QSLs waiting for us. Once
again I availed myself of Doug, N6RT's,
excellent facility on his www.qsl.net Web
service where I have my home page
(www.qsl.net/gOpse) . I uploaded the GBOLI
log to my home page for readers to check if
they are in the log. Not only does Doug
provide the details of any QSO, but he
includes a table of QSO/Band statistics for
the whole log. I also posted a copy of this
report onto my home page.

Mains electricity to the accommodation and
the lighthouses on Lundy is provided by two
diesel generators. To conserve fuel, the
generator which supplies power to the
accommodation is switched off from
midnight until 6.00a.m., so no 24-hour
QSOing is possible.

Acknowledgements are made to the
following, which all worked perfectly:
•

'corn IC-725 transceiver - the rig we
used.
• SGC-230 SmartTuner Auto ATU.
• Daiwa PS30XM2 PSU - for supplying
DC to the IC-725 and SGC-230.
• Turbolog 3.17 for logging, rig control
and QSL label production.
• DK9SQ's fibre-glass antenna pole which
supported our indoor antenna.
• Lomas Helicopters - for a trouble free
flight.
• Blights Motors, Bideford - for transport
and secure storage.
• Stugeron - which conquered the
Oldenburg and the Bristol Channel.
• N6RT - for the www.qsl.net/gOpse log
search facility

Some memorable QSOs were with
PJ/PAOVDV - our 100th country - skeds
with GU4WRO and GDOHWA which gave
us two new countries and a QSO with John,
G4DUW, in Southampton who said my SSB
signal was only 5 and 3 because, according
to his antenna beam, my signal was coming
to him over the North Pole!
I had intended to operate some RTTY, but
the PK232 and second lap-top were items
which had to be considered as surplus to the
basic station. Everything we took worked
without mishap and, as stated, we achieved
our objective. We have also joined the
exalted ranks of those who have activated an
island by having to get ashore by helicopter.
On our day of departure from Lundy, the
weather had moderated slightly, so we never
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Member Profiles - G3LAS
John Butcher, G3LAS (john.butcher@mdx.ac.uk )

pair of 6L6's and, of course, the faithful
R1155, by now a model B with a proper
slow motion dial - luxury! A G8KW trapped
dipole at 15ft helped me to work the world well nearly.

G3LAS burst on to the airwaves - what a
ghastly word! - on 29 June 1956, not long
after I passed, very nervously, a Morse test
at the Post Office Radio Station in Burnham,
Somerset. At the time, I was serving Queen
and country as a National Service Ground
Wireless Fitter in the RAF at Locking near
Weston-super-Mare. My first introduction to
amateur radio, like many others at that time,
had come a few years earlier with the
acquisition of an ex-RAF R1155A
communications receiver which gave me
many happy hours of listening, mainly on
20m.
My passage to the licence was eased by (a) a
basic introduction to Morse code in the Boy
Scouts, taught by an ex-commando who
preferred to operate from a prone position
under hedges, and (b) by exemption from
the theory examination on the strength of
my RAF radio fitters' course - not a highly
academic qualification. Anyway, the shiny
new callsign - quickly dubbed "Luscious
And Seductive", enabled me to operate from
the RAF club stations, G3IRS and, when I
had satisfied the strict requirements of
"Pop" Seymour, G3GNS, also G8FC, the
RAFARS HQ station.

And so to G6UW
One could go on at length from that point,
but the editor probably won't want to go
into two volumes. The next milestone was
going up to Cambridge University in 1957.
Here I joined another famous club, G6UW,
located at the Cavendish physics laboratory.
The shack was in a basement near the low
temperature physics research team, and they
were often less than amused when our 100w
on 10m boiled up their helium just as they
were getting 0.00 ldeg. closer to absolute
zero. Absolute zero was just about what we
often worked, largely because the 10m beam
was actually lying on the roof! Cambridge
expects its undergraduates to be optimists.
G6UW was not a hot bed of DX working at
that time, but we did have fun. Operating in
NFD from the Gog Magog hills was
memorable, not for the successes in the
contest, but for the quantity of sherry
consumed in 24 hours. It's remarkable what
a pint of Dry Fly does for one's cw speed.
Don't ask me why we drank sherry, because
it was there I suppose. Perhaps Ian, G3KZR,
can remember. Unfortunately the logs
usually turned out to be unreadable. The
memory of 10 watts and a car battery in the
'6UW tent reminds me fondly of the G8FC
Field ays. Three caravans and a 25kVA MetVick-Lister generator on a 6-ton truck.. We
had to festoon the site with strings of light
bulbs to keep the voltage down to 230. The
Downs above Weston-super-Mare looked
like Blackpool illuminations!

Those times were invaluable in teaching me
the essentials of operating, in particular
some of the common sense and etiquette.
It's a pity that few operators get the benefit
of this kind of training nowadays - at least it
seems that they don't, judging by what I
hear on the air..
In 1956 SSB was a novelty and home
construction was the norm. I really lusted
after the kind of kit installed at G8FC.
Separate 813 PAs — class C, of course - for
each band, an AR88D receiver and a choice
of a 3 ek Yagi for 20m or rhombics for
other bands. Sadly, my own means were
considerably more limited and at home it
was a 40 watt AM rig based on a Geloso
VFO - remember them? - modulated by a

Another "triumph" of Cambridge days was
the attempt to cross the Atlantic by hot air
balloon. Not me, I hasten to add, but another
crazy Cambridge man called Tim Eiloart
and his dad. We were commissioned to
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For various reasons which I won't go into,
G3LAS was then QRT for 15 years.
However, in 1994, the bug bit again. I had
become a widower and needed something
useless to occupy my spare time. Quite by
accident, I became a minor power on 80m. I
had put up a topband dipole which didn't
work very well and which promptly broke,
leaving me with a piece of wire of unknown
length dangling from a point about 60ft up a
tree. Being optimistic - remember the
Cambridge training - I tuned this against a
counterpoise — a posh name for another
random length of bent wire tangled in the
hedge - and proceeded to work about 120
countries and 300 US counties on 80m in
the following three months. Imagine
working 100+ W's in a couple of hours on
80!
Following the 15 years absence, I discovered
that things had changed quite dramatically
on the bands. For a start, I didn't recognise
half the prefixes I heard. Where on earth
was T31, and how come a W6 claims to be
in Connecticut? The licensing authorities
seemed to have gone mad with all kinds of
weird prefixes. Sadly, so had many of the
operators. Gone were the short sharp calls,
nobody seemed to listen to see if the DX
station had responded and who were these
anonymous operators who kept chanting
"what is DX?" and "spleet, spleet"? There
were times when I almost gave it all up
again. Can nobody do anything about the
foul language and deliberate jamming?
Surely someone somewhere must have an
idea who these people are.

build them a radio to keep contact with their
base. It was designed by George Sassoon,
G3JZK, lovingly constructed and tested
from a barrage balloon at RAF Cardington,
the only time I've ever used a quarter-wave
vertical on top band - top fed! Anyway the
Eiloart balloon was loaded up in due course
and ascended from the Azores.
Unfortunately, they found that they were
going the wrong way. It seems the
prevailing winds were from the west, so
things got a bit hairy and they had to lighten
the balloon. Guess what they threw out first!
Perhaps fortunately, they went only a few
miles before ditching, safely, in the sea.
Just before I left Cambridge in 1960, I had
my first taste of DXpeditioning. Four of us
descended on a boarding house in Douglas,
Isle of Man for a week. Good fun with a
vertical attached to a drainpipe. However,
conditions were lousy, so we did a bit of
sightseeing in the countryside. I shall never
forget the expression on 'IZK's face when
he discovered he had drunk a pint of the
stuff the landlord used to clean out his pipes.
He said it looked a bit dark, but, being from
the Isle of Mull, he had tasted worse.
Off to the VHF/UHF Bands
After graduating, I got married and had to
work, not that the two things are connected
in any way. Amateur radio took a bit of a
back seat, but I developed an interest in
VHF/UHF, initially because the aerials are
smaller. No doubt I will be drubbed out of
CDXC for admitting it, but I spent the next
twenty years or so mostly on 2m and 70cm,
where EAs and Is are real DX! Again, Field
Days provided fond memories. This time it
was usually Dunstable Downs with G3FD
and the Southgate Club. The hazards were
fairly unusual — low-flying gliders and
tourists who thought we had escaped from
the nearby Whipsnade Zoo. This era ended
when I discovered one morning that my
vertically stacked l0+10e1 horizontal Yagis
had become horizontally stacked vertical
Yagis. It takes quite a wind to bend a
scaffold pole through 90 degrees.

New beginnings
However, once a ham, always a ham. I
didn't give it up. Instead, I retired, moved
house and got married again, all in one crazy
month. I had more control over my time, my
new XYL was very understanding and the
new QTH was very radio-friendly. From
October 1998, G3LAS had a decent station.
For the first time I managed to put up a
beam for the HF bands, a 7-ele Mosley Pro67C, covering all bands from 10 to 40 on
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CQ Worldwide CW contest - 27/28 November 1999
ZC4AKR

L to R: George 5B4AGC, Steve G3VMW and Bob G3ZEM

CQ Worldwide CW contest - 27/28 November 1999
95G5AA

20m Yagi (3-ele Force 12) ready for erection

- the Monday after.
CDXC, Cyprus Branch

L to R: Bob G3ZEM, Steve G3VMW, Mike 5B4AGX,

Herb GOWAZ and George 5B4AGC
IV

Loading hardware at 9G 1 RQ's QTH in Accra

So what happens now? - Mike, Jeff, Roger and Fred

Jeff (top of tower), Jim (halfway), Fred and Mike
install the A4S

The 40m beam, ready to roll

The full-size 80m vertical

