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PRICES!

FARM THESE

CUSHCRAFT

R7000 HF Vertical

COMMUNICATIONS ANTENNAS

THE ULTIMATE IN MULTIBAND VERTICALS!

R6000 Vertical

The 8700 is a half wave vertical which features
10 - 40 meters including WARC bands
expandable to 80m. Slim profile, ruggedly
constructed traps, no ground radials required
make it the ideal choice for small gardens.

t NEW slim silhouette vortical covering

20 metres through to 6 metres with high
*liability. There are NO TRAPS oit
5, 10, 15 metres for more efficiency and
sower handling.
6, 10, 12, 15, 17, 20 min
Freq
1500 Wafts
Power ......
.. ..5 8 rntrs 1191t1
Height „,. .....
5.6 kg
Weight
NO GROUND RADIALS REQUIRED

HF Multi-Band Beams

LF, HF and VHF

87000

Cit7f1:10-11.

10, 12, 15, 17, 20, 30, 40 meter L369.95

80mn add on kit for 67000
R80
APRI8A....Radial kit for vertical antennas

L129.95
L54.95

VHF Verticals

£39.95
2mtr RINGO 1.2m long 3.75 db
2mtr RINGO RANGER 2.8m 5.5 d6 ...149.95
2mtr RINGO RANGER 114.3m 7 db .159.95
£59.95
6mtr RINGO 3.1m 3.75 db
6mtr RINGO RANGER 7.3m 5.5 db .1199.95

AR2
ARX2
ARX26
AR6
ARX6

postage and packing £8 on each Item

• NEW Euro Design YAGIS

-

X48 'WI z RI; AMPLIFIERS

—

ViriAttif AMMEttElt SEVIOES:

A new range designed especially Inc the European market

10, 15, 20 mtr 7 element Yogi 1499.95 •
10, 15, 20 mtr 9 element Yogi 1749.95 •
10, 15, 20 mtr 3 element Yagi1389.95
10, 15, 20 mtr 4 element Yogi .£489.95
/145
£299.95
12, 17, mtr 3 element Yogi
A3WS
1129.95
30, 40, mtir kit for A3S
A743
_1129.95
kit
for
ASS
..
.....
mIr
30,
40,
A744
£119.95
30 mtr kit for A3WS
A103
1839.95 '
ASL 2010 Skylog .... 1 3.5 - 32MHz ........

X7
X9
A3S

VHF/UHF Banns
2mtr 13 element Yogi 15.8 dbd
13B2N
2mtr 17 element Yogi 18 dbd
1782
A14410SN ...2mtr 10 element Yogi 13.2 dbd
2mtr 20 els. crossed 11.1 dbd
A148.20T
70cm 19 element Yogi 15.5 dbd
7196
70cm 29 element Yogi 17.8 dbd
7298

HF Mono Band Beams
10 mtr 3 element beam...£139.95
10 mtr 4 element beam...1289.95 •
15 mtr 4 element beam...1289.95
20 mtr 3 element beam...1359.95

postage and packing £10 'lion TEN-3 & 104(0

HF Rotary Dipoles
D3W
D4
040

£199.95
12, 17, 30 mtr Dipole
10, 15, 20, 40 mtr Dipole .... 1259.95
£229.95
40 mtr rotary Dipole
postage and packing 28 on each item

-f•AratPivaavrararstAmap

postage and packing £8 on each item

Duel Bend Yogis
2m/70cm 3+3 element 7.8 dbd.... ..... £59.95
A27065
£79.95
A27105 . 2m/70cm 5+5 element 10 dbd
postage and packing 28 on each item

pip £10 en each item • £12 pip an each item

TEN-3
104CD
154CD
203CD

£129.95
£199.95
£85.95
£105.95
£109.95
1189.95

41:YERese:daseatasiese*.

Setalfe Antenna
2mtr 22 el. OSCAR Yogi 14 dbdc.....£229.95
70cm 3B el. OSCAR Yogi 15.5 dbdc .1209.95

22X8
738X11

22136 738X9 feature circular polarisation switching feature
postage and packing CI on each item

6 Meter Antenna
6mtr 3 element Yogi B dbd
6mtr 5 element Yogi 10.5 dbd
6mtr 6 element Yogi 11.6 dbd

A5035
A5055
ASO6S

Our NEW Internet IVebSite
http://www.gw3ydx.d emon.co. u k
is well worth a visit.
-

£89.95

£149.95
£249.95

postage and packing Ell on each item

• Check out our Website: http://www.nevada.co.uk
• email us on: infoOnevada.co.uk

TALK ro Alft/404, riff Cuswor SPECIALISTS We' USE NEv HEIR
THEM OtV THE AIR EVERVOAY! Mil MOE lit/ STOCK'
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tel: 01705 662145 fax: 01705 690626
• 189 London Rd • North End • Portsmouth • Hunts • P02 9AE
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Vine Antenna Products - The Vine, Llandrinio, Powys,
SY22 6S H. Tel 01691 831111
Fax 01691 831386. Email ron@gw3ydx.demon.co.uk .
Opening hours 0900-2200, Mon-Sat. Callers by appt
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CLUB NEWS AND VIEWS

SHACKLOG, probably the most popular UK-written and UK-supported
logging software receives its first major face-lift for nearly four years,
adding some long overdue functionality. New features include:
• SWL mode, bringing all the features of SHACKLOG to the SWL. QSO data entry, reporting,
and QSL labelling functions are modified to suit SWL use.
• Unique PacketCluster SNOOP mode — see PacketCluster spots, WWV and Announces
without being connected. Great for the SWL and those with an unreliable connection.
• Fully configurable PacketCluster audio/video alarms including your own tailor-made list of
stations, prefixes etc that you want alerting to.
• More data fields — QSL Manager, CQ & ITU Zone, Island (use for national island award
references — this is additional to the existing IOTA field), second REMARKS field, and
STATION WORKED in SWL mode.
• In-field editing - arguably one of the big shortcomings of previous versions — data can now
be modified character by character.
• Dual radio control — SHACKLOG 5 now supports control of two connected radios
simultaneously.
• More radios — SHACKLOG 5 supports many of the new radios introduced in the last four
years.
• Multiple COM ports are now supported .
• Multiple logs. SHACKLOG now allows the creation of separate logs for variations of your
call eg G3PMR, GW3PMR, TK/G3PMR, etc.
• Radio Amateur Callbook CDROM interface — print address labels directly from
SHACKLOG, and optionally display name/QTH/state when logging US stations.
• Enhanced import — SHACKLOG 5 can import logs from NA, TR, LOGEQF and tab or
comma delimited text files as well as all those formats supported by V4.x.
• Enhanced CONTEST MODE with dupe checking.
• Compl etely re-written simpler to understand User Guide — with worked examples and lots of
pictures.
• Plus lots, lots more!

AVAILABILITY & PRICING
SHACKLOG 5 will be ready for shipping from mid-January. Pricing.
SHACKLOG 5 £32.00. IOTA Database £8.00. IOTA Awards Manager £5 00. Set of 1 £42.50.

3

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

4

SECRETARY'S UPDATE

5

NEW MEMBER LIST

6

ANNUAL DINNER DETAILS

7

POSTBAG

8

NICE TO KNOW

9

GENERAL TOPICS

SHACKLOG will continue to be supported, enhanced and developed from the UK.
SHACKLOG 5 is available from: Alan Jubb. G3PMR. 30 West Street, Gt Gransden. Sandy, SG19 3AU.
UK. Tel 01767 677 913. Email SHACKLOGaol.corn
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UPGRADES from V4.x: SHACKLOG 5 (inc user guide) £20.00. IOTA Database £3.00. SAM-1.£2.00.
Upgrades from earlier versions — please ask. Overseas pricing - please ask
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The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.

PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an
enamel CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but
can be purchased at the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention,
CDXC AGM, etc.

KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.

RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur
radio correspondence.

PRICING
Paperweight:
£2.50
Key Fob:
£1 50
Rubber Stamp: £5.00

not available mail order
including post/packing to UK
including post/packing to UK

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 20 FEBRUARY
PAYMENT
CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives
"The aims of the Club are to promote HF operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the
issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means is deemed to be appropriate".

Membership: Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).
Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).

Digest: This Digest is published six times per year. Articles for publication should be sent to the

Digest Digest (address above) by the published deadline. Please note that opinions expressed in the
Digest are not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Committee.

CDXC Web site:

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn
on a UK bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Barry Cooper, G4RKO
1, Strouds Meadow
Cold Ash
Newbury
Berkshire
RG18 9PQ
UK

http://www.CDXC.org.uk

CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.
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EDITORIAL
Don Field, G3XTT
The Digest deadlines seem to come round
more and more quickly, and I am putting
this together amidst Christmas festivities
(I'm not allowed in the shack at Christmas,
so I may as well work on the Digest
instead!). Where on earth has 1998 gone?
Anyway, it's been a good year for DXing
and contesting, with a huge improvement in
propagation, such that many of the major
DXpeditions were worked from the UK on
all HF bands. Since the last Digest we have
enjoyed several more expeditions, such as
BQ9P, FT5ZH, 3D2DK and T881I, and even
if they weren't ones you needed all-time, I
daresay you were able to log them for some
slots, whether bands or modes.
I'm still trying to get over the fact that I was
away on business on the one night that UK
stations had a good shot to T881I and
KH2/K4SXT on 160, both of them in the
one zone I still need on that band! But that's
DXing for you, of course.
Looking back on 1998, a lot has happened
on the DX front. We have three new
countries (Temotu, Austral and Marquesas),
band conditions have been improving all the
time, and there have been some excellent
DXpeditions. Of course, far be it from me to
suggest my candidate for "DXpedition of
the Year", but I do seem to recall an
excellent effort from the South China Seas
back in February ..
I want to thank all of you who have
contributed to the Digest since I took over. I
hope the support will continue. Yet again we
have some fascinating contributions. My
thanks to Ian GOKRL for responding to my
request for member profiles — let's have
many more of these. My thanks also to Phil
G3SWH, writing about yet another of his
exotic holidays with a radio element. I know

Phil is a regular traveller, but there must be
others of you who make the occasional trip
of this sort and could pass on some
reminiscences, or hints and tips.
Congratulations also to Bob, Mick and the
team on their SWL effort in CQWW Phone
(see the write-up in this issue). I commend
their dedication to SWLing, and it does
make me wonder why we don't see more
attention to that aspect of the hobby. In
these days of EMC and planning problems I
might have expected more would-be
amateurs to think twice, and maybe to stick
with the listening side, or maybe get a
licence but limit their transmitting to the
VHF bands and SWL on HF. And, as
always, SWLing remains a superb
apprenticeship to the hobby.
It's also been pointed out to me that, in the
past, several UK-based members have been
kind enough to sponsor an overseas amateur
for CDXC membership, paying their dues
each year. This has led to long-term
friendships, excuses for overseas visits, and
much else. Something to think about,
perhaps? In any case, how about making a
New Year Resolution to encourage at least
one amateur of your acquaintance, whether
UK or overseas, to join CDXC this year, and
help to continue the successful growth of the
Club?
As always, I look forward to receiving all
your contributions in time for the published
deadline. Pretty well any format is
acceptable — I'm using the Microsoft Office
97 suite of software, which will import most
formats. I've also now moved up to a
Celeron 333 processor from my old 486, and
it makes manipulating a 60-ish page Digest
with the occasional graphics a completely
new (and considerably less stressful!)
experience.
Very best wishes to you all, for 1999.

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
I am very pleased to report that this year's
membership renewals have again been most
satisfactory. We now have over 400 paid-up
members. Many of the recent joiners who
came in as a result of our marketing
initiatives earlier in the year have renewed
their memberships. At present only about 20
members in total have not renewed and I am
sure that some of these are as a result of
oversight. We sent a final reminder on 1st
December. Even if all 20 do not renew, the
95% renewal rate is extremely encouraging.
The equivalent figures for the past three
years were: 1996 — 250, 1997 — 340, 1998 —
360. My thanks to everyone for your
ongoing support.

At our December committee meeting we
discussed a number of possible activities
that could enhance our services to members
and publicise our activities. Members will
have read the new rules for the PenaIlt
Trophy. You simply contact as many DXCC
countries as you are able on 40, 80 and
160m in the month of January. A country
counts once only and the contacts can be
made on any mode. Bob G3PJT will be
running a table on the Cluster and will
update this at least weekly. Contact Bob by
cluster, e-mail, or landline to give your
score. All Bob needs is your callsign,
number of countries worked and date of
submission. We will be a few days into
January by the time members read this note
but there will still be plenty of time to build
a good score. An announcement has already
been made on the Cluster. The Penallt
Trophy is a particularly attractive cup and
well worth winning.
If this league table proves popular we shall
consider similar initiatives, for example
running a league showing DXCC countries
worked independent of mode and band over
a specified period, perhaps a year. So — let's
have fun. Who knows, we may even be able
to attract some more members!

There is a further activity that we will be
actively considering — this relates to the
possibility of introducing special offers for
CDXC members. We believe that it may be
possible to enter into exclusive
arrangements with some of the major
manufacturers or distributors whereby
special offers are made only to CDXC
members. Such offers could be attractive to
members, to manufacturers/ distributors and,
at the same time, would help us to boost our
funds. We already know of one
manufacturer who is interested in such an
arrangement and we will be opening some
discussions in the next few weeks.
In addition to the usual membership list that
is included with this Digest, we are also
circulating to UK members a list of
members by post-code. You can see from
this list that we now have a very wide
spread of members throughout the whole of
the UK. We thought members would like to
know the names and callsigns of members
in their vicinity. This could be very helpful
when it comes to erecting that new antenna!
At the committee meeting we firmed up our
1999 social calendar. The next big event
will be the Annual Dinner on Saturday 20
March at the Waterloo Hotel, Crowthorne.
This was the location of our 1997 dinner
which was very successful. Declan EI6FR
and Andrew GIONWG will be the guest
speakers — the subject will be the
forthcoming Campbell Island ZL9CI
DXpedition. They will have only been back
for a few weeks so ours will be one of the
first presentations on what looks like being a
really top-notch DXpedition. A booking
form is enclosed. Note that there is limited
accommodation at the hotel, so do get your
reservations in early.
Don G3OZF and his XYL Chris have kindly
agreed to host the AGM and Summer Social
on Saturday 3 July. Their home at Stone,
just outside Aylesbury, is a very central and
easily accessible location for most members
so do pencil this date in your diaries. This

CQ WORLD WIDE DX CONTEST -- 1998
Call: GU6UW
Country: Guernsey
Mode: CW
Category: SOAB High-Power
Operator: Don Field G3XTT
BAND
160
80
40
20
15
10

QSO
359
583
874
690
741
1011

Tots

4258

QSO PTS
508
1018
2183
1693
1840
2433
9675

PTS/QSO
1.75
2.50
2.45
2.48
2.41

ZON
8
16
23
24
27
29

CTRY
49
66
74
73
79
89

2.27

127

430

1.42

=>

5,388,975

DX AND CONTEST CALENDAR
(this is incomplete, but I'm working on improving it! Is it useful? - ed.)
4N800, YT800, YU800, YZ800: special event stations
till 31/03
January
9G5MG: Ghana * by WK6O
January
T33VU: Banaba * by DL1VU
FT5YG: Adelie Land, Antarctica
from January
from January
FT5ZJ: Amsterdam Island
till 01/02
A35VR: Lifuka (OC-169), Tonga * by 3D2VA
KC4AAD: Siple Dome Antarctic base
till 01/02
LZOA: South Shetlands (AN-010) * by LZ2UU
till late Feb
P49M: Aruba (SA-036) * by VE3MR
till 20/04
till 31/01
S21YP: Bangladesh * by G3REP
by N6NT
till Apr 99
ZF2NT: Little Cayman (NA-016)
ZS7B: Antarctica * by ZS1B
till ??
till 24/01
GM4DMA from Patagonia
09/01-25/01
ZL9CI expedition
AFS CW
10/01
TU5IJ: Ivory Coast * by I2AOX and IK2CHZ
12/01-25/01
YC8TXW/p and YCBYZ/p: Obi Islands (OC-222)
12/01-19/01
AFS Phone
16/01
17/01
HA DX CW Contest
H44MS: Pigeon Island (0C-065), Temotu * by DL2GAC
23/01-Apr
C5: The Gambia • by GOOIL
28/01-03/02
CQ WWDX 160 Meter CW Contest
29/01-31/01
REF - French CW Contest, UBA Phone Contest
30/01-31/01
VK9XX
06/02-13/02
AGCW Straight Key Contest
06/02
XT2OW and XT2DM by French ops.
07/02-01/03
VK9YY
13/02-20/02
WW RTTY WPX Ctst, PACC Contest, RSGB 1.8MHz CW Contest
13/02-14/02
20/02-21/02
ARRL CW Contest
FW by HB9HFN
23/02-08/03
CQWW 160 SSB Contest
26/02-28/02
REF Phone Contest, UBA CW Contest, RSGB 7MHz CW Contest
27/02-28/02
HKO San Andres by US ops.
02/03-09/03
VP2V
by N3PUR
03/03-09/03
ARRL Phone Contest
06/03-07/03
Commonwealth Contest
13/03-14/03
Bermuda Contest, BARTG RTTY Contest, Russian DX Ctst
20/03-21/03
388 & 389 by DL6UAA
22/03-15/04
CQ WPX SSB Contest
27/03-28/03
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running on 80 and, when it closed, 40. The
40m opening was great fun, with a steady
stream of zone 3 and 4 stations, some nice
mults like ZM2K, and then the most
incredible pile-up of JAs. I could happily
have run this for hours, but it didn't take
long to realise that the sheer size of the pileup had slowed my rate considerably and that
I would be better moving back up to the
higher bands. I must have left many
disappointed JAs, but I'm sure I was right in
the context of making a high score.

ZS6EZ failed, so it was back to the guest
house for a good night's rest, before
spending Monday dismantling and catching
the ferry home.

AFTERMATH

In these days of computer logging,
preparing the contest entry is trivially easy,
though it was almost Christmas before I
finally got myself organised and completed
the task. By that time I had received
something like 150 direct QSLs, so was able
to check my logging accuracy. Interestingly,
to date I have found no errors in my logging,
but have received several QSLs for contacts
which are certainly not in my log – nothing
even remotely resembling the calls
concerned. It is interesting to speculate why
this should be. Did these folk genuinely
think, in the heat of the pile-up, that they
had worked me, or are they trying it on?

I see that my rates during the 0900 to 1300
period ont he Sunday were the lowest of the
contest. I never got a JA pile-up running on
the high bands (which, I believe, was also
the experience of most of other operators in
this part of Europe) and had to wait until the
bands opened to the US to see rates start to
climb once more. In fact, I was beginning to
despair of achieving the sort of score I had
promised myself , with 3192 QSOs and 401
mults by midday.

1 have no clear idea of where my score will
place me. At the time of writing there have
been no claimed scores for Europe on the
Internet reflectors which are higher than
mine, but none of my obvious rivals have
posted. GOIVZ and G4BUO are both
claiming in excess of 5m points, though less
than my claimed score, but near enough that
it will all rest with the checking. GIOKOW's
score remains an unknown. But whatever
the outcome, it was a thoroughly enjoyable
experience (it doesn't feel that way 40 hours
into the contest, by the way), and one that 1
will no doubt be keen to repeat in the years
to come. I must record my grateful thanks to
members of the Guernsey Amateur Radio
Society, all of whom were incredibly helpful
and hospitable, and without whose help the
operation would have been impossible. As
well as help in setting up, several dropped in
over the weekend to make cups of coffee, or
just to provide moral support. and there
were three there on the Monday to help me
break the station down. 1 particularly want
to thank Phil, GUOSUP, who was my main
contact throughout, and whose support was
unstinting.

In the event, I need not have worried. 10m
opened much better than on the Saturday,
right across to the West Coast, and stayed
open until much later in the day. I ran on
there until 1730, by which time I had
exceeded 1000 QSOs on the band.
It was time to move back to 15m, which I
had rather been neglecting, and I had my
second highest rate of the contest, with 15m
also nicely open to all parts of the US. By
the time the band had dropped out, 20 was
also pretty much dead with me, so it was a
case of chasing around the low bands for
missing mults. There were some nice ones
to be had – A61AJ on 40, and an immediate
QSY to 80, for example and, perhaps my
most satisfying mult of the contest, XZIN
worked through a big pile-up on 80, with
them then thanking me for the GU mult!
Sadly, I drifted off to sleep for the last hour,
waking up quite literally as the contest
ended, so I will have missed a few more
mults. Old age is obviously having its
effect! A post-contest low-bands sked with
36

should be another excellent event.
We would like to organise another Northern
Dinner probably again at Harrogate on
Saturday 11 September. Last year's
Northern Dinner, our first, was successful
but about half of the attendees were from the
south of the country! This year, we hope
that we can attract more members from the
north, so if you are interested in going
please contact David Whitaker BRS25429
on 01634 827876. (Email
brs25429@compuserve.com )
Finally, please note that the next RSGB HF
and IOTA Convention will take place, again
at Windsor, over the weekend of 8/10
October. The feedback from the last
convention has been very encouraging and
we managed to raise over £1,600 for the
RSGB DXpedition Fund. John G3WKL is
again arranging the programme and several
talks have already been firmed up. If
members have any suggestions for talks or
indeed about the convention generally,
please do not hesitate to get in touch with
me as I will be chairing the organising
committee for yet another year.
The past two months have certainly seen a
huge boost in DXpedition activities with
operations such as FT5ZH, T881I, XUI A,
BQ9P, XZ1N, T32IW, VK9XTL and
VK9CQR to mention some that have been
relatively easy to work on the HF bands.
Some of these DXpeditions have done well
on the LF bands too. Members will
remember that we made contributions to
both the FT5ZH and T88II DXpeditions.
During my QSOs both teams asked me to
pass their thanks to CDXC members for
their support. Please note the arrangements
for QSLing FT5ZH as set out later in this
Digest. The next three DXpeditions to
which we have made donations are
Campbell Island ZL9CI (January), St. Peter
and St. Paul Rocks, ZYOSP and ZYOSZ,
(probably March) and Navassa NI V. The
Navassa team are still awaiting landing
pennits but are confident that they will be
issued.

I should also mention that the committee
decided to increase our advertising rates
with effect from 1 January 1999. These rates
have been unchanged for 5 years during
which time the club has grown from around
100 to over 400 members. Details have been
sent to all our advertisers —if anyone would
like a rate card they should contact Bob
G3PJT or myself. Advertising in the CDXC
Digest is an excellent way of getting to the
vast majority of the country's top DXers.
We do not charge for members' private
advertisements.
There seemed to be a great deal of interest in
the year's elections to the RSGB Council. I
was delighted to be elected and would like
to thank those CDXC members who
supported me. Of the 17 members of
Council, 9 are CDXC members. They are
Hilary G4JKS (who is President with effect
from I January 1999), the Ordinary
members are Don G3OZF, Peter G3RZP,
Geoff G4AFJ, Ian GM4AUP and myself
and Zonal members are Peter G4E113, John
G4AAL and Fred GOCSF. The next three
years should be a fascinating challenge for
all of us. It's very encouraging to know that
so many Council members are active on HF.
Finally, may I wish all members a very
happy and prosperous 1999 with lots of
good DXing.

SECRETARY'S UPDATE
Barry Cooper, G4RKO
By the time the Digest drops through your
letterbox, Christmas and New Year will, no
doubt, seem like distant memories. I hope
not, but in any case, my belated best wishes
for Christmas and may 1999 bring you all
that elusive DX you missed in '98!
Dates for the Diary
The 1999 social calendar is going to be as
full as ever. Some key dates to pencil into
that new diary are as follows:

CDXC Annual Dinner Sat., 20 March, 1999
Venue:
Waterloo Hotel, Crowthorne
CDXC AGM
Sat., 3 July, 1999
Venue:
G3OZF's OTH
Northern Dinner
Sat., 11 Sept. 1999
Venue: Harrogate (Provisional)
HF Convention Fri.-Sun., 8-10 October
Venue: Beaumont, Old Windsor

What do you think?
CDXC Annual Dinner
The CDXC Annual Dinner has been booked
for Sat., 20 March 1999 at the Waterloo
Hotel, Duke's Rise, Crowthorne, Berkshire.
The dinner will be held in the splendour of
the hotel's main Banqueting Suite, which
has recently been extensively refurbished.

David Whitaker, BRS25429 has kindly
agreed to take on the organisation of the
1999, Northern Dinner. The venue for this
event is to be confirmed and is subject to
there being sufficient support from CDXC
northern members.

A three-course meal, followed by coffee and
mints, will be provided (see p.8) for an allinclusive sum of 120.25 per head.
Overnight accommodation will be available
at preferential rates (TBA) to all members
and their partners wishing to stay and enjoy
the facilities offered by an excellent bar!

DXpedition Funding
1998 has been a busy year for DXpeditions.
CDXC is fast becoming recognised as one
of the major contributors of funding to those
rarer spots in the world so avidly sort after
by the DX hunters.

Please advise me at the time of booking of
any special dietary requirements.
Early bookings would be appreciated and
should be sent to the Secretary using the
enclosed booking form. Cheques should be
made payable to CDXC.

The major DXpeditions supported by
CDXC include:
St Paul Is. CY9AA
North Cooks ZK1XXP
Willis Is. VK9WM
Lord Howe Is. VK9LX
Spratly Is. 9MOC
Palmyra Is. etc. KH5 (Various calls)
St Brandon 3B7RF
Rotuma Is. 3D2DX
Amsterdam Is. FT5ZH
Campbell Is. ZL9CI
Palau T88BI
Navassa N 1V
St. Paul and St. Peter Rocks ZYOSP.

I look forward to seeing you there.

FOR SALE
Linear, Drake L7, 2 by 3-500Z, 160-10m,
excellent condition, £1000. No offers. Buyer
collects. Bob G3PJT 01223 26 31 37.
Phil G3SWH continues to have IRCs for
sale at 50p each plus postage, as a result of
his 9MOC QSL Manager activities. Cheques
should be made payable to PA & JR
Whitchurch.

A topic of debate at the committee meeting
held in December was how applications for
funding should be judged against CDXC's
stated criteria? The committee's view was
that future applications should be judged not
only on the competence and experience of
the individual operators, but also on the
"entertainment value likely to be provided.

G3WGV has a TA33JR (300 watts max)
available free to anyone who can collect.
Over 300 countries worked with 200 watts.

New CDXC Members
Call

Worked

Name

Location

G3UHU

318

G3LAS
CU2FH

100+

Dave Hampton
John Butcher
Pedro Meneses

Maldon, Essex
Little Hadham, Herts
Azores

6

to 10m which was already open. I have been
caught out before with solar storms or
auroras which knock out 10m half-way
through a CQWW contest, so I like to hit the
band the first day if it is open, to be on the
safe side. I quickly worked some nice ones,
like 3W and HSO (another CDXC member —
HSO/G3NOM), and was surprised that when
I was calling mults I usually got through in
the first one or two calls. Obviously the
Club's 11-16 was working well, even though
I had discovered before the contest (but too
late to do anything about it) that we had
inadvertently interchanged two of the
elements, which meant that 10m was
beaming the opposite way to 15 and 20!

about 90 minutes. Whether this was a good
time to break I really cannot say — it was
more a matter of succombing to the
inevitable!
Anyway, by the time I re-entered the
contest, 10 and IS were closed and I ran 20
until about 2300 when I deemed it time to
start moving around the low bands again.
Looking at the 20m log for that operating
session, there were very few mults, though
KL7, XE and TI were all nice double mults
and all called me (the TI also taking me to
40 for a further, easy double mult).
By the end of Day 1 I had 2427 QS0s in the
log, plus 337 mulls. I had hoped to make
closer to 3000 QSOs the first day, but really
had no cause for complaint.

After the best part of two hours on 10, it was
obvious that I was working mostly
Europeans, and ought to be looking for
Asian mults on 15 and 20. In retrospect I
should have done this sooner. 15 quickly
came up with the goods, with ZL, VK, etc.
Again, the GU call helped — I notice a quick
3-bander (15, 10 and 20) with 3V8BB and
then back to running on 15 less than two
minutes later. Sonn after 1100 I was on 20m
and running the US again, 15 and 10 not
having opened with me to North America at
that stage. It was nice to be called during
that session by UK single-op rivals
GIOKOW, GD4UOL and G4BUO. Better
that they should spend time chasing me than
vice versa!

SUNDAY, 0000
I was quite pleased with the way the 80m
dipole was working, with a steady stream of
callers from Europe and North America (a
130 hour between 0100 and 0200, for
example) but disappointed that relatively
few multipliers called in. With so many
multi-multi and multi-single efforts around,
I would have thought that more of them
would have been on the ball and found me
as I moved from band to band. The 6Y2A
did a great job in that respect, but I found
the serious single-op competitors, especially
CT1BOH and W2GD, both operating from
P40, to be much more aggressive in finding
me and moving me between bands than
were many of the multi-ops.

I moved back to 10m for a further couple of
hours, but the band started to slow down
with me 1500, and I see that I then moved
down to 15, with occasional forays onto the
low bands in the hope of finding some good
mults around dusk. However, my log shows
very few — I had more success the second
night, probably because the pile-ups were
smaller (V8A is a good example — I couldn't
make any impression on his pile-up on 40
the first night, but the second evening it was
an easy mult.).

Back on 40 1 had another good run then,
between about 0500 and 0600 finally got a
reasonable run into the US and Canada on
I 60m. As a topband enthusiast, I knew that
GU was much sought after on topband, and
had received lots of e-mails before my trip
asking for 160m skeds. In the end I
managed 66 W and 5 VE QS0s on 160, so
hopefully there will be at least a few
satisfied customers.

I see that, between 1500 and 1900, most of
my activity was on 15, with a steady run
into North America. I then fell asleep for

At dawn I had a multiplier-hunting session
around all the bands before going back to
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which proved invaluable. GARS has a TH-6
which we needed to assemble on the tower
in place of the 3-element tribander which
was already there. They don't leave the TH6 up permanently as Guernsey is subject to
very high winds, and the wind force on the
TH-6 had previously stripped the gears of
the club rotator.

points).
SATURDAY, 0000

When the contest started I checked 20m, but
there wasn't much doing, so I decided to
focus my early activity on 40m. This proved
to be a good move, and I see that I stayed
there until 0330, by which time I had 396
QSOs, 37 countries and 11 zones in the log.
This first session also gave me what would
prove to be my best hourly rate of the
contest — 174 in the 0200 to 0300 slot,
narrowly beating the 172 I achieved on 15m
the second evening.

The club also has dipoles for 160, 80 and
40, and we strung these from the tower. All
worked first time, which is always an
encouraging sign! Then there was my
"secret weapon". After our success on 40m
at 9MOC, using a four-square array, I had
borrowed this antenna and set it up in the
field adjacent to the club shack.

My rough plan (I tend to play things very
much by ear once the contest has started)
was to go for numbers on the first day, and
then spend a hit more time the second day
looking for missing multipliers. The
downside to this is that multiplier hunting
requires more concentration than running,
which can be difficult towards the end of a
contest when you are suffering severe
tiredness.

One of the pleasant aspects of a trip like this
is spending time with the locals. Wednesday
evening I was invited to the home of Bob
GU4YOX, and Thursday evening enjoyed a
dinner with GUOSUP, GU4YOX, GU4EON
and GUIJFA. On the Friday I managed a
short sleep in the afternoon, after shopping
for supplies for the weekend, and then met
several more of the GARS members at their
club meeting, when I showed the 9MOC
slides. Incidentally, GU4YOX is RSGB
RLO, and the only CDXC member in GU.

Anyway, this is my excuse for making
relatively few band changes on Day 1. After
40 it was a session on 160, in the hope of
catching some decent multipliers in the
Caribbean. This was not to be, and I had to
make do with a fast run of Europeans, plus
CT3, 5B4 (good old George 5B4AGC, exG3LNS) and a handful of WNE.

In 1997 the leading European operators
were GIOKOW and G4BUO, with scores of
6.Im and 4.4m respectively. Band
conditions ought to be better in 1998, but I
had no illusions about being able to take on
Andrew GIONWG, at GIOKOW, a fine
station with several towers and
monobanders. However, I hoped to beat
Dave G4BUO. Dave and I have long been
friendly rivals, and he is a fine operator with
an excellent station. But I was counting on
the "GU factor", the fact that I would be
spotted on PacketClusters, would be actively
sought and moved by multi-ops, and so on.
Assuming that Dave would improve on his
1997 score, I needed to be aiming for 5m
points or thereabouts. This looked like
needing perhaps 4000 QSOs and a
multiplier of well over 500 (from GJ in 1990
I made 3062 QSOs and 459 mults for 3.3m

Just after 0500 I moved up to 80, which was
considerably more productive, with plenty
of North Americans and a rates of 120+ (I
actually had 21 hours of 100+ across the
contest as a whole). One of the nice things
about operating from a rare spot is the
multipliers which call you — from that 80m
session I notice D44 and EA9 as examples.
After 80 it was back onto 40 for a while,
with a good run into the West Coast, plus
some nice extras such as KH6 and a few JAs
(not long-path as this morning opening is
commonly described - they were coming in
from the "normal" short-path heading).

CDXC 1999 ANNUAL DINNER
Saturday March 20th
The Waterloo Hotel

Duke's Rise
CROWTHORNE
Berkshire, RG45 7NW
Tel: 01344-777711

Fax: 01344-778913

DIRECTIONS
From M3

From M3 Junction 3, towards Bracknell follow A322, then follow signs to
Crowthorne.
From M3 Junction 4, towards Sandhurst/Bracknell, take A321 towards
Wokingham and turn right at mini roundabout at New Inn towards
Crowthorne.

From M4

From M4 Junction 10 take M329 towards Bracknell. At large roundabout
(called Twin Bridges) take A3095 towards Sandhurst and pick up the
signs for Crowthorne.

At Crowthorne Once in the village of Crowthorne, follow the sign for "Hotel and
Conference Centre". The hotel is located on the B3348, Duke's Rise.

MENU
MOUSSE OF SMOKED SALMON
flavoured with dill, cognac and lime dressed with continental salad leas es

MEDALLION OF PORK PAN FRIED WITH SAGE
AND CARAMELISED APPLES
with creamy brandy sauce

SELECTION OF SEASONAL VEGETABLES AND
PARMENTIER (DICED) POTATOES

LEMON TART

Once 40 started to slow I moved straight up
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COFFEE AND MINTS

BOOKING FORM
CDXC 1999 ANNUAL DINNER
Name.
Cal[sign•
Tel:

Address .

(insert number) tickets @ £20.25 for the CDXC Annual Dinner to be held at the Waterloo
Please reserve me
Hotel, Crowthome on Saturday, 20 March 1999.

hardware and almost as many operators as a
multi-multi, as the ON4UN contest team
have demonstrated in recent years. Whereas
a "true" MOST can be the same as a singleoperator station, but allowing maybe a
couple of operators to share the effort, rather
than having to do 48 hours without sleep,
which is required for a serious singleoperator effort. This, too, could be a lot of
fun. The ARRL contests have a different
slant again, of course, with true MOST and
multi-two categories, neither of which is
like CQWW MOST. I guess you picks your
contest and you takes your choice!

of the Commonwealth contest on March
13/14th. Bob will be active from 3B8, and
no doubt other CDXC members will be out
and about in places like 911 and 5B4
(G4RWD has already told me he will be
ZF I WD for the contest). So try and get on
the air 1200Z 13 March to 1200Z 14 March
1999, CW, 80-10M. Special certificates
again for working 62 band countries. Full
rules on the website
(http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepage
s/Bob G3PJT/ ) or in the RSGB 1999
Contesting Guide.
That's it for another issue. Do send along
your contest reminscences — sharing contest
experiences can be entertaining, educational,
and a reminder to others that Murphy is
universal! Let's also have your suggestions
for contest-related topics, and we're still
looking for a willing and able volunteer to
take over this column so that I can focus on
the editorial side.

1999 AFS
Please reserve the following accommodation for the evening of 20 March 1999.
(Enter number required)
Single Room

Twin Bedded Room

Double Room

Cheques should be made payable o CDXC and sent with this form to G4RKO, Secretary CDXC, I, Strouds
Meadow, Cold Ash, Newbury, Berkshire. RG I8 9PQ.
A choice of vegetarian menus is available on request. Please advise of any special dietary requirements at the time
of booking.

POSTBAG
From Steve G4UOL
I made 8,517 CW QSOs this year as
GD4UOL in 130 countries and 36 CQ
zones. This includes 2,504 QSOs in the
contest with a claimed score of 1,838,949
pts. That's my best score to date. All QSOs
were with 100w to a 3 ele yagi and a dipole
antenna. The rotator was not working due to
storm damage, so throughout the two weeks
the 3 ele was pointing due East!!
The 9 band DXCC is looking more healthy
now, once a few more QSLs are received.
Worked per band:
160
80
40
30
20
17
15
12
10
ALL

67
99
141
96
174
104
176
83
153
210

Don G3OZF is co-ordinating the CDXC
effort in this year's AFS contests. If you can
take part, then please do, and let's enter as
many CDXC teams as possible (5 per team
in the CW leg, 3 per team in the SSB). CW
is 10th January, SSB 16 th January.
Bob, G3PJT also asks me to remind you all

GU6UW - CQWW CW 1998

I already have DXCC on 40/20/15 and 10m.
The tough part seems to be getting those
damn QSLs. NB: Only QRV two weeks a
year since 1988, so above is pretty difficult
to achieve. I spend most of the two weeks
CQing and running pile ups, not DXing :)
73 Steve G4UOL
From John G3HCT
Channel Four are screening a four part
documentary
on
Bletchley
Park
commencing Tuesday January 12th at 9pm
-- the title of the programme is
STATION X ".
I believe that a complementary book has just
been published in conjunction with Channel
Four, also entitled Station X.
I understand that the programme is
excellent.
73 John G3HCT

Don Field G3XTT
One of life's big decisions comes round
annually - what to do for the CQWW CW
Contest? After several years of single-band
entries from home I felt an all-band effort
coming on, but I was also conscious that to
do so from home would be far from ideal.
There is always the risk of TVI, along with
distractions from the family, and my limited
station would be no match against the likes
of GIOKOW and G4BUO (who took first
and second places in Europe last year).

group had expressed interest in operating
from there in the contest, but this had fallen
through, and my approach to GARS
received an enthusiastic response (along
with a request to show the 9MOC slides at
the Friday evening club meeting, which I
was very happy to do).
In the 1990 CW event I had operated singleop all-band from Jersey, travelling over on
the Thursday night, with just Friday to put
up antennas, which had left me exhausted
even before the contest started, so I was
determined not to let that happen again.
Fortunately my work commitments allowed
me to travel out on the Wednesday before
the contest, by way of the Condor SeaCat (a
40 knot catamaran ferry) from Poole, which
takes just under 3 hours to reach Guernsey.

After looking into various alternatives, I
very quickly settled on Guernsey. A group
of us had operated CQWW Phone from the
Guernsey ARS (GARS) station in 1990,
receiving a very warm welcome from the
locals, GARS has a well-appointed shack
and 60ft tower in a good location and I
would almost certainly be the only serious
entry from that DXCC country. An English

Phil GUOSUP, GARS Chairman had kindly
taken a few days off work to help me set up,
33

can shine. For example, for the next few
years 10m should be in excellent shape, and
your existing tower will almost certainly
support, say, a 4/4 stack which is a real
killer on the band.

There has been lots of controversy over the
years regarding the multi-single category in
CQ Worldwide, and the issue still reappears
every year on the Contest Reflector, with
many correspondents asking for a return to a
"true" multi-operator, single-transmitter
category, as in some other contests. I was
interested, therefore, to read the CQ Contest
Committee's view of the category and how
it has developed over the years. This
appeared in the February 1998 issue of CQ
Contest magazine.

were thinking "What is the same time
period? Is it 1 second? Is it I minute?" The
reason given for not mentioning the 15minute time period was that the entrants had
complained it was too restrictive. The
CQWW Committee was still struggling with
what to do with MOST. Then, in an
insightful move, it was decided that having a
time period with only one signal would be
no fun. A MOST station would ALWAYS
do worse than a good single operator. The
other operators, who when there was no
time limit (just one signal) could operate on
other bands, now had NOTHING to do. It
was decided to allow a second signal to
operate simultaneously with the main
station. However, this second station could
only work multipliers. The time period was
reduced to ten minutes for both stations. At
this time the rules for MOST became the
version we see in today's rules. By creating
a "multiplier station", the category became
not a true MOST, What it did become was
much more interesting.

"In 1968 came the first mention that the
multi-operator, single-transmitter category,
or MOST, was gaining popularity with
entrants trying to push the limits of the
rules. (There were no limits; the rule simply
read multi-operator, single-transmitter.)
Frank (WIWY) found it necessary to say
that only one signal was allowed. The
reason for this rule change was that stations
were working two or more stations within
the same minute on different bands. When
checking the log of a MOST station, it was
becoming increasingly impossible to verify
that the station was really MOST. The next
change to force the MOSTs to be really
MOST came in 1970.

"Anyone who has operated a true MOST
station realises immediately that a true
MOST is really a crippled single-operator
station. At first it appears easy to set up a
true MOST; only one transceiver is needed.
But just a little thought tells you that, to be
competitive, you need at least a second
receiver helping on the operated band, plus
two more transceivers listening on other
bands ready to inform the active band of
possible runs or multiplier openings. This
set-up is the same needed for the CQWW
MOST to be competitive. Why not allow the
listening guys to have fun too? This is the
rationale behind the CQWW MOST. It's a
really fun category!"

"In 1970 the MOSTs were forced to obey a
15-minute rule. That is, they had to stay on a
band for 15 minutes. Then in 1971, as if
forgetting the original problem, no mention
was made of the 15-minute limit. The rule
read: one signal allowed in the same time
period. This set the MOST category back to
before the I 5-minute rule. Now stations

I would add, from personal experience, that
the category is indeed fun, and allows
"DXers" who may not enjoy the big pile-ups
of a "run" station to make a useful
contribution to the contest score by hunting
and working multipliers. Of course, there is
a down-side too. A very highly-competitive
MOST station requires almost as much

It can also be just as satisfying to achieve a
personal goal such as beating your previous
year's score (like beating your previous
year's time in the marathon) or having a
head to head with one of your local rivals.
CQWW - Multi-Single
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From Fred K3ZO

pirate?

As the year's end approaches I am trying to
clear up the odd lot of QSLs around the
shack whose destinations I have never been
able to determine. It occurs to me that
amongst the membership of CDXC there
may be someone who can solve the
following two mysteries:

On 20 July 1995 I worked one YMOADA in
the IOTA Contest, giving his QTH as AS099. I assumed that the operator was
5B4ADA but No assures me he knows
nothing about this station. Since I was
given serial number 474 by YMOADA, it
occurs to me that he might have submitted
his log to the Contest Committee. Does
anyone have the complete results of the
1995 IOTA Contest at hand to see whether
this is indeed true?

On II March 1996 I worked one VP8CSR,
James in East Falklands, who didn't give me
any QSL info. Upon sending a QSL to what
appears to be the de facto Bureau at Mount
Pleasant Airport, my letter was returned
with the notation that VP8CSR was
unknown at that location. Perusing the 1999
Radio Amateur Callbook CD-ROM, it
appears that up to about VP8BZZ the calls
of VP8's were regularly supplied to the
Callbook by the issuing authority, but after
that it was up to the operator to supply his
address to the public. Does anyone know
how the issuing authority's list can be
checked to ascertain the identity of
VP8CSR, assuming I haven't worked a

Yes, for both calls I have checked all the
databases known to man -- or at least to me - and there is no sign of either station in any
of them.
Thanks in advance for any assistance from
CDXC members on these.
Happy New Year to all and to all,
unequalled DX luck in 1999!
73, Fred, K3ZO

NICE TO KNOW
FT5ZH Amsterdam Island DXpedition
Bulletin #7 14 Dec. 98 2300Z
Gil, F5NOD and Jeffrey, WA6KBL

Important QSL information for your
contacts:
There will be more than 30,000 QSOs in the
log soon. Since we know that you will want
your QSL cards quickly, the following
important information about QSLing must
be followed:
1. All cards sent by BURO will be QSLed
via the BURO.
2. All cards sent with sufficient postage
will be returned direct, provided that the
following new procedures are followed:
a) In order to speed up the return process,
the postage and the envelopes will be
standardised. The envelopes will be
provided by the European Council, so
PLEASE DO NOT SEND A RETURN

ENVELOPE. Instead, please send a printed
address label with your QSL card. If you
have absolutely no way to produce a printed
label, then the Lyon DX Gang will produce
a label for you, but it will slow down the
return of your card. If you do not supply a
label, then make sure that your COMPLETE
and CORRECT mailing address is on your
QSL card. If not, put it on a piece of paper
ATTACHED to your card. You can see that
if you supply a printed label, this will ensure
that your card will get to you the fastest.
b) Since you are not supplying a printed
envelope, you will need to send IRCs or
green stamps or FF or Eurodollars to cover
the cost of the postage to your country.
Since the cards have not been printed yet, it
is not certain how much they will weigh and
how many contacts will be able to fit on one
card. You will receive more information
about this in January via the internet at the
FT5ZI1 wcbsite. Please don't overload us by

sending individual questions about the logs
or QSLing to the pilot stations.

Jim has replied and informed him that in
fact DXCC is nothing to do with RSGB!!

c) Very important - we repeat that you
MUST send your direct QSLs to the club
address given below. Cards sent by mistake
to the pilot stations will be forwarded via the
BURO only, so they will be very slow. Here
is the address:

"The point seems, however, that despite
announcements last January not every one
takes these things in, probably because at
the time they have no interest or need. Is
there a possibility that you could make a
mention of the DXCC Field checking
programme every 6 months or so in your
column in RadCom? A reference to field
checking will be included in the 1999
Yearbook published this month under the
Awards section which may help".

Radio Club de la Gendarmerie
292 route de Genas
F-69677 BRON CEDEX
France
Cal!books on line

New DXCC Entities

Here is a callbook for those looking for
addresses from the Netherlands
http://www.veron.nl/veron/c I bk htm

Three new DXCC entities were accepted on
to the list in 1998, and you may find the
following useful in updating your logging
program, if you haven't already done so.
QSL cards have been accepted for DXCC
credit since 1 October 1998 and only
contacts made from 1 April 1998 are
acceptable for the new entities. (Doc 425 DX
News)

A callbook for Croatia can be found at
http://www. hrs. agram. comical lbook/
A callbook for Taiwan is located at
http://www.cq.com.tw/bvcall/
For Poland check out http://155.158.11.5/
For Finland one can be found at
http://hes.iki.fi/oh/eng.shtml
Here is a callbook for the 7th district of the
People's Democratic Republic of China
httn://www.osl.net/bg7rk/callbook.htm This
one is written in Chinese, however you
could print the address and add China to the
bottom of the address and it should work.
If you are looking for Hungary check out
http://raw-ha5ob.ampr.org/cbook.htm
For the 6th call area of Belarus check out
http://www.qsl.net/eu6tv/callbook.html
DXCC Field Checking
I received this note from Fred G4BWP in
connection with DXCC Field Checking, and
the note I had put in RadCom. I'm sure
CDXC members don't need the reminder,
but just to be on the safe side!

Entity
Prefix
CQ WAZ
ITU Zone
Latitude
Longitude
IOTA
Continent

Austral Islands
FO
32
63
22' 26" South
151' 22" West
OC-050, 051, 114, 152
Oceania

Entity
Prefix
CQ WAZ
ITU Zone
Latitude
Longitude
IOTA
Continent

Marquesas Islands
FO
31
63
8' 55.8" South
140' 4.9" West
0C-027
Oceania

Entity

Temotu (Santa Cruz
Islands)
H40
28
51
11' South
168' Est
0C-065, 100, 163, 178,
179
Oceania

Prefix
CQ WAZ
ITU Zone
Latitude
Longitude
IOTA

"As a result of the note you put in Radcom
regarding Jim (RTE)'s change of address he
received several enquiries about DXCC
Field Checking including one complaining
that RSGB did not "advertise" the facility!

Continent
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2R5 e6717557
V6a 7ceed
It's been a good season for contesters, with
the much improved band conditions
generating lots of activity and some very
high scores. This was particularly true of
CQWW CW. I have written up my own
experiences elsewhere in this Digest, and
other write-ups have appeared as usual on
the Internet. I particularly want to mention
GW3YDX's outstanding effort on 10m for
what must be a new zone record, but even
he is eclipsed by CDXC member Jeff
9H I EL (operating as 9H0A) who appears to
have set a new European 10m record. And
with at least three UK multiband scores of
over 5m, G3WGV beating the previous UK
all-band low-power record, and so on, it was
truly a contest to be savoured!

93Z77
Of course, amateur radio contesting is still,
fortunately, not in the situation that some
sports have reached where, without external
sponsorship, you are wasting your time.
Tyrell have finally plugged the plug on
Formula One racing, the last (I believe) of
the privately financed teams. Because our
hobby doesn't lend itself to television we
have largely been spared this
commercialism. And if you do want to
contest from a top scoring station, there are
many opportunities to do so. Multi-op teams
are frequently in search of additional
operators, and many single-ops are happy to
loan their stations to visitors (the main US
contest magazines carry lists of these wouldhe benefactors). And for a modest fee, you
can actually rent exotic QTHs like P4OV
and WP2Z, usually for rather less than most
holiday companies will charge for villa
rental, with the benefit of antennas and, in
some cases, radios there and waiting. Just
look at what CT I BOH has achieved by
borrowing QTHs in PYO, the Caribbean, etc.
This year he was at P40 and appears to have
set a new World all-band record and, I
daresay, at a significantly lower outlay
(airline ticket and station rental) than many
of us spend each year on even our modest
home stations. My own effort from GU was
great fun and, again, not too expensive — just
the ferry (£75), B&B (about the same again
- £14 a night out of season!) and a donation
to the Club for the use of their shack.

My gun's bigger than yours ..
From time to time I read comments on the
Contest Reflector that success at contesting
is purely a matter of pouring money into a
big station. I detect a touch of envy here, but
there is no denying that a decent station is a
pre-requisite to success at the highest levels
of contesting. We shouldn't be surprised at
this. In any field of endeavour, the best
workman can only produce excellent results
if he has access to the best tools. But give
me the best woodworking tools in the
market and I still won't be able to produce a
chair with four legs the same length.
Having said this, most of us who enter
contests have no aspiration to be in the "top
ten" box, but simply enjoy taking part,
maybe working a few new band-countries
and meeting up with some old friends. One
of the joys of contesting, as compared with
DXing, is that you actually get the chance to
say hello to fellow competitors. DXers
rarely speak to each other over the air, only
to the DX stations they are chasing.

The conclusion has to be that no-one need
make the excuse that his (or her) station is
outshone by the opposition. Of course, it is
always more fun to achieve great results
from home, but alternatives are available
and affordable. And if you do choose to
operate from home, then why not focus on,
say, a single-band category in which you
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needed a VK9X QSL card for 21MHz,
E3OGA was 59 on 24MHz - but we already
had that one!. I needed a card from XX9 on
14MHz, so XX9AS went into the log.
BQ9P was back on 21.295 at 1340z but you've guessed it — no copy - even though
the TV had been turned off!

THE FRUSTRATION OF
WORKING FROM HOME!
Bob Treacher

With the Pratas Island DXpedition
scheduled to start at 0600z on 12 November,
with band conditions good for the previous
4 days and as it had only been heard on 20m
before, I decided to work from home on the
12th to try to add to my band countries
score. But what a frustrating day it proved to
be!

Success! 1521z - BQ9P is in the log on
14MHz - but I don't need it on I4MHz! So
the "working from home" day had been
anything but a success - Still 6 bands to go!
Eventually, we did hear BQ9P: on 28MHz 0822z 14th; 21MHz - 0904z 14th; 18MHz 0921z 18th; and 7MHz - 2103z 17th for 4
new band countries.

I was lulled into a false sense of security at
0827z when the first station heard on
24MHz was a new one - 5V7FA. After that,
though, pure frustration. I could hear the
BQ9 on 21.295 at 0930z but he was too
weak to copy the callsigns of the stations he
was working - and then a neighbour put a
TV on resulting in TV timebase wiping out
the weak BQ9 signal.

THE 10 MOST POPULAR
DXPEDITION PHRASES ?
"Up, up, up"

"Split, split"
"Stand by"
"Where's he listening?"
"What's the split?"
"What's the DX?"
"
he's listening up!"
"Listen, listen!"
"Idiot!!"
"Shut up!"

Another potential new one - ZL8RS - was
on 21.273 but there was no copy here!
There was no copy of BQ9P on 14MHz at
1055z either. Time for a coffee and to do
some of the work I had bought home from
the office. While I was doing my
"homework" BQ9P was on 18MHz! Work
completed VK9XTL was in the log as I

TOPLIST
12EOW compiles a "Toplist" which appears
on the Internet (at
http://www.425dxn.org/awards/toplist.html)
. This shows "current countries confirmed"
totals for the nine HF bands and, as of this
January, also includes columns for countries
confirmed by mode (SSB, CW and RTTY).
It would be nice to see greater CDXC
participation in this listing. Associated with
the Toplist is "The Top List Award". The
basic award is for reaching 1,000 "bandcountries" confirmed on the nine HF bands,
with endorsements available for each 100 up
to a maximum of 2,000. The level of 2100
countries qualifies for a plaque. Only current

DXCC countries (entities) can be counted. It
is necessary to send only the total number of
countries confirmed on each band, with no
details of each individual contact. You have
to declare that all the corresponding QSL
cards have been received, and the Award
Manager can ask to check any card. The
basic award costs 5000 lire, 5 dollars or 10
IRCs. Endorsement stickers are 1000 lire, 1
dollar or 2 IRCs. For non Italian amateurs
the cost of the plaque is 30 dollars or 45
IRCs. All requests go to: Top Award
Manager c/o A.R.I. via Scarlatti 31 20124
Milano, Italy.
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The C.V. of a New DXer.
By Ian Capon - GOKRL.

When I saw in the September CDXC Digest
the Editor asking for short CV's of our radio
activities I thought about it for a few
minutes and then dismissed the idea.
However something in October changed my
mind!

years, never really considering that I could
join this "fine body of men". In 1987 I was
introduced by a friend to Ken Pierce
G2BVM (sadly now S.K.), who only lived a
couple of miles away from me. This meeting
was to change my life completely!

I first became interested in radio back in
1982 as a 20 year old whilst working as a
cash wagon radio operator with a security
firm. What really got me interested was that
during the summer it became almost
impossible to contact our local base in
Cambridge from the vehicle but we could
easily contact Aberdeen. This seemed to
cause much annoyance to the other ops. But
I found it quite fascinating!

I spent many evenings in his shack
absolutely entranced as he would chat with
ops. all over the world and tell me stories of
how radio used to be just after the war. It
was he who encouraged, cajoled and
eventually convinced me to attempt the
impossible... the R.A.E. I spent hours
reading the R.A.E. Manual every night and
Ken and his wife Helen spent a great deal of
time helping me with the mathematics
involved. I was hopeless at maths at school
but both Ken and Helen helped me to, if not
exactly understand the entire process, at
least manage to produce correct answers to
questions, something my maths teachers at
school had NEVER managed!

I then discovered C.B. (sorry gentlemen),
which for a short while piqued my interest
still further in radio and indeed in aerial
experimentation. I was, due to local planners
(my parents), unable to have an aerial
outside so I constructed various peculiar
wire contraptions within the loft of the
house. Although these worked well (I
managed W.A.C. on 27MHz!), somehow I
found it rather less enjoyable than I'd hoped.

I booked myself in for the R.A.E. in
December 1987. I was surprised just how
easy it seemed and, as for the maths, I didn't
even have to switch on the calculator. I
came out of the exam room thinking I had to
have failed as I had never found an exam to
be easy in my life. On February, 1988 at
0830 the postman delivered my licence, I
was now G7APP.

One day whilst in W.H. Smiths I discovered
on the Top Shelf of the magazine rack
"Amateur Radio" magazine. Why it was up
there I still have no idea! However this
suddenly opened a whole new world of
interest to me.

eventually managed to get a VHF station
together and enjoyed chasing a little DX,
however now the real work started... learn
CW. By this time I had changed jobs and
was working in a busy in-plant printshop.
Because of the noise everyone wore eardefenders, however I wore headphones
connected to a Datong Morse Tutor. I

I bought a short-wave receiver in 1984, an
Eddystone EC 10, and managed to get a
length of wire run along the garden fence
without upsetting anybody, and spent many
happy hours tuning up and down the bands
during any spare time I had. I happily
continued as an S.W.L. for the next three
11

wouldn't recommend it to others but it
worked for me! Also at that time on VHF
made the acquaintance of Alec Littlewood
G5LW who helped me greatly with regular
skeds on CW followed by long chats on FM
telling me where I was going wrong, or right
as the case might be. Eventually at 1330 on
I9'h November 1988 I took and passed my
CW test and on 5 th December 1988 GOKRL
hit the airwaves, I had finally arrived.

at the same time and life really has not been
the same since. My station has grown but
only a little compared to the big guns. I use
an FTI000D, I still don't own a linear and
my aerial farm, all home-brewed, consists of
a trap dipole at 2011, the trusty 2-ele quad for
10 & 15m at 20ft, a wire delta loop for 20m
in a tree at 30ft, a 70ft-top inverted-V
doublet at 30ft for the WARC bands and a
26011 far end grounded inverted-L at 20ft for
Topband. None of the aerials can be very
high or visible as I live in a conservation
area which is monitored very closely by
some of the villagers. I suppose I am very
lucky to have the aerials I do but of course
more would be nice!

I put together a modest HF station with a
TS-440 and a Trap Dipole, also a '/2 wave
vertical for 10m. Funnily enough my parents
no longer objected to aerials outside spoiling
the view although the neighbours were less
impressed! I happily spent every available
waking hour on the radio, predominantly on
CW as I had seen mention of the G-QRP
Club award for new licensees and thought
that would look nice on the wall. I then
began to collect QSL's towards all sorts of
awards, W.A.B., Y025, Y045P, AC15Z,
W.A.S.E.C. and W.P.X. Then I discovered
W.A.S. This became an all-consuming
passion and I chased States almost to the
detriment of all else. During this time I
made many great friends, one of whom Dick
Diefenderfer KIJDL I recently had the great
pleasure of visiting for a holiday.

Contesting has recently produced a couple
of memorable moments such as the I" place
G-stn. SOLP 1996 CQWW 160 SSB
Contest and 1'1 place G-stn. SOLP in the
1997 ARRL 160 Contest. Of course these
both lose a little something when you realise
I was the only G-stn. who entered, but the
certificates do look nice on the wall and
seem to impress visitors to the shack!
And so up to the present, I now have 228
countries worked. DXCC Mixed, CW and
Phone. I've just started working towards
adding RTTY. I need another 35 countries
on 80m for 5BDXCC and another 42 on
160. I have to say DX is my drug and I'm
totally addicted.

Also it was during this time that I realised
my aerials were rather lacking so after
studying many aerial books I decided to
make a two element quad for 10 and 15.
When completed this £20 bamboo and wire
miracle was fixed (no rotator), on the USA
and boy did I have fun completing W.A.S.
However, once the certificate was on the
wall I began to wonder what goal I could
work towards next. It was then that I
discovered... DXCC.

The event in October which prompted me to
write this piece came at the I-IF Convention
where I was deeply honoured to be
presented with the G5RP Award. It was
indeed a special moment for me and one I
shall remember for a long time to come, but
I would like to dedicate it to the memory of
G2BVM without whose help I would never
have started in this wonderful hobby.

Suddenly 1 had to get a rotator and the mast,
sorry that should read pole, that the quad
was fixed on grew from 1211 to 20ft high!! I
discovered Contests and DXing pretty much

I don't yet feel I'm one of the Deserving,
but I do know... DX IS.
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Once the 1-IF bands started to open up, we
were very glad that we had put up the 3
verticals. We had put together a chart
showing last years scores on a 3 hourly
basis, and "as if" requirements to make 1.5
million points. As we plugged in our scores
during the morning, the graph was running
way above the level at which we needed to
score to make our 1.5m target, and by midday our score was already up to 368k.
Highlights of the morning period included:
10m FG5BG, FS/K7ZUM, PTOF, ZD8Z,
5XIT & 9G IBJ; 15m C56T, PTOF, V26B
& 5N0/OK I AUT; 20m T88X &V63KU.

multipliers to bring the total up to 141.
Included in the loggings were A1 -1212, B4R,
EP3PTT, FK8FI, KL7AC, 8Q710 &
9M6AAC. Sunday afternoon on 40m was
good, with quite a bit of DX being heard,
such as AP2N, B4R, V8A, 8Q710 &
9M6AAC. We needed to do a bit of
catching up in 160m as we were missing
some really silly ones, and the last couple of
hours produced GJ, EA8, 01-10, T7, 3V8,
CT3 & 4X4. Eventually midnight arrived
and at last it was all over and we headed
very quickly to bed.
Our final tally was not as good as the 1.5m
we were hoping for, but never the less we
beat our 1997 score by a considerable
margin. The logs have all been re-checked
by Bob BRS32525, and after weeding out a
few duplicates and one mis-scoring somehow I had managed to move the
Azores out of Europe - the final tally was
just over 11/4 million, in improvement over
last year of nearly 250,000. The breakdown
of Countries by band is as follows

All good things must come to an end
however. By Saturday afternoon the scoring
rate had dropped, and we knew that Sunday
would be difficult. We did manage a few
more multipliers before the HF bands closed
and we finished day one on the HF bands
with 90 Countries on 10m, 80 on 15 and 117
on 20m. The weather didn't help either. In
the wilds of S. E. London it was very wet
and extremely windy on Saturday, so much
so that Paul and Simon had to brave the
elements (weather wise) to put the 14AVT
back up to something resembling vertical, as
it had developed a 45degree list where the
mounting post had almost come out of the
ground.

160m

59 countries

BOm
40m
20m
15m
10m

89 countries
111 countries
135 countries
113 countries
119 countries

The logs are now (early December) with
David BRS25429 for independent checking.
We are waiting for all of the other entries to
arrive to see how we did. In the meantime
we must thank several organisations for
loaning equipment. Civil Service Radio
Club for the 1C740, Barking Radio Club for
the 14AVT and all the coax for the I IF
aerials, and not least Clare and Simon for
keeping the score checking going, and
keeping us supplied with refreshments
during the 48hours (as well as doing some
of the logging). As for next year, we have
already seen comments on the SWL
reflector from two groups in France who
don't intend to allow the British to win
again! Will we be up to the challenge?
Watch this space this time next year.

We then turned our efforts back to LF. As
with last year 40m was a bit of a
disappointment on Saturday evening,
however we did manage to log A45ZN,
BWOR, JASBJC & XX9X. 80m was also
hard going although we did find
VP2V/K7AR, ZS6EZ, TE45C, VP5T
&VP2E, and 160m was almost a complete
waste of time, apart from CN8WW &
CU2V.
On Sunday the weather improved, but the
going on the bands was tough, particularly
in trying to find new multipliers. 10m
produced A6 I AC, FR5DX, HC8A, V51ER,
Z21CS &5A1A. 15m was probably the best
band with 33 new Countries including B1A,
FR5DX, VR2HK, ZD7VC & 9GIYR. 20m
surprisingly produced a further 18
29

ICR8500 for a Yaesu FT847, and Bob
G8JNZ had swapped his NRD525 for an
NRD545, so the final line up was as
follows:28MHz

Icom IC740, Timewave
DSPzx
filter,
Cushcraft
R6000 antenna

21 MHz

Yaesu
FT847,
14AVT antenna

14MHz

Kenwood 85000, Datong
FL3 audio filter, J-beam VR3
antenna

7MHz

Kenwood 85000 with narrow
I .8Khz filter, Datong FL3
audio filter, two 7Mhz
slopers, one pointing West,
the other North East.

VSWR on all three bands, except for the
Cushcraft on 15m which was about 1.6:1.
The next task was to turn Bob's shack into a
proper contest operating suite. We had to
find room for dedicated receivers for each
band and space for up to 5 operators at a
time - not easy in a room measuring about
3.5m square. We also needed to see which
of the verticals worked best on each band, if
there were any differences, and ensure we
used the best one for each band. Some of the
results of our tests were quite surprising.
On 10m the Cushcraft was far better than
the other two aerials; on 15m the Hygain
performed better, and on 20m there was no
real difference.

Hygain

Finally before the start we had a teaching
session for all of the operators to familiarise
ourselves with all of the different rigs. That
all done we adjourned to a local hostelry for
a well earned meal, followed by a few
hours' "rest" before the contest started.

1.8/3.5MHz JRC NRD545. 2 x 80metre
slopers & inverted V.
Spotting RX JRC NRD525, long wire.

As in the previous year, our plan was for
Bob and I to start on the LF bands, with
Paul on 20m if it was open. The witching
hour approached, and as usual a number of
stations were noted with very elastic time
pieces. Things were very busy at the
beginning, with 30 countries logged on 40
& 160 in the 1st half hour. (30 countries on
Top Band in 1/2 hour!! When I started
listening you were lucky to get 30 countries
in '/2 a lifetime.) It is worth noting that for
the challenge only one station per country,
per band, can be logged. Points scoring is
I pt for a station in own Continent and 5 for
DX. Final score is multiply points by total
Band Countries. Conditions were not all
that wonderful in the early hours, and whilst
we heard quite a lot of W's on 160m around
sunrise, only W. VE, V4 & V2 were logged
from the other side of the pond. We did
however find KL7RA on 40m, which was
quite pleasing. Other highlights of the 1st
night included 20m: EMILV (Antarctica).
PTOF, ZD8Z, & VP8CEIL 40m PTOF.
SU2MT & C56T, 80m J3A, C56T, V26B &
9Y4NW.

Actual preparations started several weeks
earlier with Bob replacing many of the wires
and feeders in his antennas. This made
considerable improvements to several of the
aerials. We also spent some time preparing
the Cushcraft R6000 during the Saturday
evening after the HF Convention. We
decided not to try computer logging, as we
only had one PC, and there were too many
loud signals on the bands from the PC,
particularly on 28Mhz and Top Band. We
had prepared packs of papers for each
operating position, which consisted of logs
sheets, a country check list, list of known
DXpeditions - about 60 that we knew about
- and a comprehensive prefix list to identify
the unusual ones like P3, or J4. Some of you
may have seen these packs on the SWL
stand at the Convention.
On the Friday, despite the cold, wet and
windy weather here in the South East of
England, we had 3 verticals to erect. This
went without any great problems, and with
the help of G3SXE's TS520 they were put
up and tested. We only checked 10. 15 &
20, and all three antenna's gave 1.2:1 or less
28

Club Calls Contest
by Steve Telenius-Lowe, G4JVG

I took part in the RSGB Club Calls Contest
for the first time on 14 November. This is a
160m SSB / CW contest of just three hours'
duration (2000 - 2300UTC) whereby
additional points are scored if you are
operating with the callsign of an RSGBaffiliated club. Individuals can also
represent an affiliated society. Because I
was aware that the CDXC club callsign had
not yet been issued I was giving "No Club",
but it occurred to me after I had made half a
dozen QS0s (too late) that I should have
been representing CDXC, even though there
is no CDXC club callsign yet.

people seemed to be hearing me far better
than I was hearing them, so I wonder what
most 'G's run on I 60m? With the antenna
being so close to the house, I was plagued
with local interference, TV timebase noise,
pops and crackles and so on. I did hear a
weak and watery G3XTT call a couple of
stations, but unfortunately had no QSO with
Don. Being so weak, I wondered if he was
representing the G-QRP Club in this
contest? (almost Steve — my 160m antenna
was on the ground and 1 was loading
something else, I forget what, to collect a
few points for my local club — ed.)

Although I have done a bit of 160m SSB in
the past from DXCC entities such as OHO,
030 and P29, and even though I cut my
teeth on 160m listening as an SWL in 1968 1970, I have never operated 160m before
from my home QTH in this country. This is
because I do not normally have a 160m
antenna, I only operate SSB, and I can only
run 100W on topband, so 160m DX is not
really a viable option for me.

It was good to work a number of other
CDXC members, all of whom were
representing their local clubs. It occurred to
me that by the time of next year's Club Calls
Contest, the CDXC club callsign, MOCDX,
will have been issued, so we ought to not
only give the club call an airing, but also
get, say, half a dozen or so CDXC members
- who, like me, do not have any particular
affiliation with any local club - on for the
event as well.

For the Club Calls Contest I simply
extended my 80m quarter-wave inverted-L
by a further 66ft, making around 25ft
vertical (only) and about 100ft horizontal.
At the base of the vertical section there's
around 300m of buried radials and the
antenna is fed directly with 50 ohm coax at
the "far" end, where the vertical section is.
The antenna thus ran back towards the
house, and a good 30ft of it ran alongside
the house, below gutter level. The antenna
was only put up specifically for the evening:
if it had been a more permanent arrangement
I could have run it over the roof of the house
where it would have been much higher and
far more in the clear. Being so low down, I
guess it was a very effective high-angle
radiator and I was absolutely amazed at the
excellent reports I was receiving.

It's not a fast and furious contest, it's more
like a 'laid back' version of AFS, and I have
proved that you definitely do not need high
power or a big antenna to participate. For
the record I made 66 QSOs and the leading
stations had about 120.
It was good fun, and I'll be back next year.
In the mean time, I'm just going out into the
garden to turn my 160m antenna back into
an 80m inverted-L.

Correction
The photo caption last time, mentioning the
ROTAB trophy, should have said that the
Trophy is awarded far "outstanding and
consistent work in the field of DXing"

There were a few big signals, but most
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SEANET - Singapore 1998
By Ray HSO/G3NOM

act offered by the Japanese contingent.
A descendant of a Samurai Warrior,
performed a breath-taking war dance.
Although, delegates were puzzled by the
extensive use of a pink fan during the dance.
It was later explained that the Samurai
Warrior had not been allowed to bring his
sword into Singapore, and the pink fan had
been a last minute substitution for the
sword. The "warrior" then sang a "Chinese
Poem". The sound was so blood curdling,
and ferocious that most delegates
momentarily stopped eating in surprise, and
a small child was seen to leave the hall, with
an anxious mother hurriedly in pursuit.

The 26th SEANET Convention took place at
the Apollo Hotel, Singapore in midNovember 1998. The Convention was
attended by approximately 160 delegates
including CDXC members Ray
HSO/G3NOM, and Phil HSO/G4JMB 9M6CT.

hoc

An interesting visit was made to the BBC
Far East Relay Station at Kranji, where "Old
Timers" were fascinated by the sight of 30
year old Marconi 100KW transmitters still
giving good service. Visitors queued in
orderly fashion to peep at the PA valves
"glowing in the dark". The "antenna
dreamers" in the party were awe-inspired by
the gigantic endless arrays of stacked
dipoles. The station is now operated by
Merlin Communications Ltd. on behalf of
the BBC and other users. Ladies who were
not interested in high power transmitting
stations were escorted to the Orchid
Gardens.

On the Sunday morning the "plenary"
sessions took place. The first was an
excellent presentation by James Brooks
9VIYC on the VKOIR DXpedition. James
was the official photographer on the
DXpedition and amongst other things has
produced a professional video of the
DXpedition for general TV Broadcast
distribution. In a later discussion with James
he was most complimentary about the
CDXC 9MOC DX Pedition.

A visit was also made to the
Telecommunications Authority of Singapore
(TAS) who gave a presentation on the new
"Broadband Information Super-highway"
for Singapore. Ladies who were not
interested in this subject,(and there were a
few!) were taken shopping to Orchard Road,
despite protests from cost conscious OMs.

Other presentations were made on the
"UoSat 12 Merlion for Amateur Satellite
Service" by U Myint 0o, and "Slow Scan
TV in SE Asia" by Balan 9V1ZD.
The final plenary session confirmed the
venues for the 27th and 28th SEANET
conventions as - Brunei 1999, Thailand 2000.

The Saturday evening Banquet was an
enjoyable and exciting affair. Presentations
were made to James Brooks 9V1YC for his
participation in the VKOIR DXpedition, and
to David Rankin 9V1RH for his support to
the Singapore Amateur Radio Transmitters
Society. The raffle prizes included 35, yes
thirty-five x 2 Metre Hand Held
Transceivers, and one HF transceiver.
Delegates were entertained by a professional
ball-room dancing group, followed by an ad

Information on the SEANET net can be
found on a new "web-site" still under
construction at
<http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Hollow/
4283/seanet.html>
73 de Ray HSO/G3NOM
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that you know who the station's QSL
Manager is - as stations in "difficult"
countries invariably have a QSL Manager.
Assuming the SWL report is accurate (thus
enabling the Manager to confirm the report)
the next task is getting hold of the manager's
QTH. This should not present too much of a
problem as RadCom, DXNS, the Internet
and other publications are now a tremendous
help in offering QSL routes. If any CDXC
SWL has no means of ascertaining a DX
station's QSL Manager, send your desired
QSL routes to me with an sase and I'm sure
that I will be able to oblige - please don't all

rush at once! Mick Toms provides you all
with an insight into "how CQWW was for
us" next. In the meantime, a reminder that
there are two major SWL contests in
January — the SMC LF contest on 16/17
January and the CW leg on the CQ160m
SWL Contest on 29/31 January. If anyone
wants to enter and hasn't seen the rules, 1
can give you the CQ I 60m rules, while
David Whitaker can oblige with the SMC
LF rules. Until next time Good DXing
and don't forget to let me have details of
your Xmas DXing.

CQWW 1998 — another record
Mick Toms BRS31976

hands as previously we had only had one
dedicated HF antenna, and had utilised the
40m dipoles to enable us to listen on several
HF bands at once. Bob had already decided
he needed a decent HF antenna, so a
Cushcraft R6000 was ordered.

You may recall the various articles,
including one in the CDXC newsletter,
detailing the exploits of the BRS32525 team
in the 1997 CQWW contest, culminating in
our beating the previous highest score for a
multi/multi set up and setting a new record
of 1,012,744 points. Not surprisingly many
of the other SWL's were not going to let this
score go unchallenged, and over the past
year there have been various mutterings
from Europe about major French and multinational teams being set up to show us how
it should be done. After last year's
exertions we really could not decide if we
were going to have another go in 1998, but
eventually in early August we started to
discuss trying to have a go at beating our
previous score, and showing the others that
the team could beat off challenges from
anywhere.

We had also found it difficult to keep all the
bands going during the afternoon/early
evening so we really needed another
operator. Fortunately, after Bob mentioned
our problem at a Civil Service Radio Club
meeting, John G3XWK volunteered to help.
John's main areas of operation are 10 & 15,
so this nicely complemented the LF
specialities of Bob and myself.
The Team
Mick BRS31976
Bob BRS32525
Bob G8JNZ
Paul G3SXE
John G3X1MK
Clare RS102891
Simon RS177448

We had already had the opportunity to
compare our logs with the other leading
scores, and to try to see if there were any
obvious areas where we could have done
better. The immediate thing that we could
see was that on the HF bands (10, 15 & 20)
many of the other teams had done much
better than we had, and it was only our LF
band scores that had kept us ahead. We had
to do something about antennas for these

Our 1st, and in the end only, planning
meeting took place at Bob's QTH in mid
September. In essence we decided to use
the same set up as in 1997, but with extra
HF antennas. I was also able to borrow a
Hygain 14AVT from the Barking Club, so
we then had 3 aerials to cover the 3 bands.
At the last minute I traded in my Icom
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SZ4 71E205
79reacitet, ERS 32525
It really is most difficult knowing where to
start this time! There have been some
excellent DXpeditions and far better band
conditions. Add these together and what do
you get? Answer: Lots of new band
countries!

DXpeditions, I was surprised, yet delighted,
to bag the XZ DXpedition on 160m SSB.
JY9QJ was caught on SSB also. So that
was 4 new ones on SSB in next to no-time
and signals generally are better copy on my
new Cushcraft vertical than on my '/4 wave
sloper. Can anyone explain why the HF
band vertical works so well on 160m? The
CW segment has been most rewarding as I
know that some of G-land's top 160m boys
have caught not only the TY, the E3 and the
XZ, but also such good DX as TL5A,
KH2/K4SXT and T881I.

Since writing the last SWL "Digest"
column, I have bagged no fewer than 34
new band countries to take me to an 8-band
SSB total of 2163.. There were a sprinkling
of XU's, XZ's, TY's, BQ9's and FT5Z's, but
the real winner has been 24MHz which
provided 14 new ones in that period. I am
sure that other CDXC SWLs with more
modest band totals fared even better. Mick
Toms BRS31976 caught all the major
DXpeditions and a visit to my QTH to help
erect a Cushcraft R600 vertical has
hopefully spurred him to spend more time
on the WARC bands. During a brief listen
to 24MHz he heard some decent DX,
including XZIN, and I think that, as a result,
his WARC band totals will show some
serious improvement over the next few
months.

David Whitaker BRS25429 had been /EA8
for much of late November/early December.
I am sure you will be reading his receiving
exploits in the next Digest. As a result, he
had some catching up to do at this home
QTH to ensure that he caught the FT5Z on
all bands before they went QRT. No sooner
do we get the FT5Z out of the way, we have
the pleasure (we hope) of hearing the ZL9
on as many bands as possible. I have heard
several ZL9's on the LF bands before, but
the higher bands offer a chance to improve
the country count even further. The Xmas
period, which is only a few days away as I
pen this, looks like offering some reasonable
band conditions. Let us hope so, especially
as I am sure that all CDXC listeners will
afford themselves more listening time than
is possible while at work, etc. I look
forward to a report of Xmas conditions from
all SWLs to include in the next SWL Digest.

The new All-band SWL lists at
http://www.425dxn.org/swls/palmares show
the current best SWL scores are those of
myself, David Whitaker BRS25429 and
Maurizio Bertolino 11-21171. Mick is
currently in I 1th spot but some serious
listening will elevate him into the top 6
within the next few months. CDXC SWLs
who do not have Internet access and who
want to add their score to this table can
simply drop me a note of their band totals
and I will ensure they are added to the
Internet table. Once there are more CDXC
SWLs listed in the table, I will publish it.

In the last issue, Colin Cadby RS96462
suggested an SWL "most wanted countries"
listing. If everyone lets me have their
"wanted" lists, I will compile such a listing
next time. He also asked for tips on how to
get QSLs from "difficult" countries. I will
cover this in more depth next time, but my
main thoughts on this lie with making sure

Back to band conditions, I have been
somewhat surprised at how good 160m has
been. Having picked off the TY and E3
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ILE DE LA REUNION
BY PHIL WHITCHURCH, G3SWH

When our daughter went to University in
September 1997, Jan and I thought it would
spell the end of our long haul holidays for a
few years. We managed a week in Tunisia
in January and our usual sojourn in
Mykonos in June, but after a particularly
trying period at work during August and
September, I was ready for another break.

believed that, as a French Overseas
Department, the CEPT licence would apply.
This started me thinking of a possible
operation. I remembered working Chris,
FR/HB9CYV/P in 1995, and that a German
group caused considerable controversy in
May 1992 by operating from Glorioso
Island (FR/G), claiming that it was
authorised under the CEPT licence, but
ignoring the part about needing local
landing permission. That operation was
actually disallowed for DXCC credit by the
ARRL. Further research was indicated!

A quick look at the bank account showed a
healthier than expected balance, so we
started to think about where to go. With the
pound so strong, South Africa seemed a
possibility, as did Sri Lanka, but I wanted
somewhere really different. I had seen
several adverts in the national press for
holidays in Reunion, which had caught my
attention. Jan was not immediately keen, as
it appeared relatively expensive.

The RA's Booklet BR68 is vague and
unspecific. RSGB HQ had no information,
and an e-mail to REF in Tours produced a
reply (in English!) that I would have to
operate "in accordance with the French
amateur licence". A few days later, a copy
of that document (in French) arrived in the
mail, but was of no further help. Veke,
OH2MCN's web page on licensing abroad
<http://www.clinet.fit —jukka/licence.html>
had no information specific to Reunion, but
tucked away in the section on CEPT
licensing is the full text of CEPT
Recommendation T/R 61/01 and a list of
"European" countries to which it applies,
including Reunion. I was convinced!

Situated in the southern Indian Ocean, about
half way between Madagascar and
Mauritius, Reunion is a French Overseas
Department of some 2510 square kilometres
and a population of 675,000. It has a
wonderful climate, an active volcano,
spectacular scenery and is not over-run with
tourists. The guide books refer to it as
"France's best kept secret". It is a DXCC
Entity in its own right and counts as AF-016
for IOTA purposes.
There weren't any better suggestions
forthcoming, so I made an executive
decision at the beginning of October and
booked for a week in mid November, in the
Grand Hotel des Mascareignes, close to the
beach at Boucan Canot, near St Gilles les
Bains at the extreme west of the island.

Jan raised no objections to me taking a
radio, so I started to make plans in earliest
for a holiday operation. Veke suggested that
I contact Jean, FR5DD who lives in St
Gilles les Bains and who proved a useful
contact when Veke was in Reunion, but who
spoke only a little English. A chat with
Ghis, ON5NT at the HF Convention, who
had passed through the island with the
Heard Island expedition, VKOIR led to him
providing e-mail addresses for Philippe,
FR5DN and Patrick, FR5FC, who both
speak excellent English.

At that stage, I didn't even think about
taking a radio, as there didn't seem to be
enough time to deal with the bureaucracy of
getting a licence. However, a chance
conversation with Dennis, G3MXJ at the
FOC Dinner revealed that he had visited the
island a few years before and that he

I wrote to FR5DD, sent e-mails to both
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FR5DN and FR5FC, receiving enthusiastic
replies with telephone numbers and
invitations to contact them on arrival. I also
obtained a copy of the hotel brochure and
sent a fax to the manager asking permission
to set up and operate my station. I was
devastated to receive a reply by return from
a Madame Desmedt, absolutely refusing.
My follow up fax asking for an explanation
and for her to reconsider their decision was
ignored.

hands of the same check-in clerk at
Heathrow, and there was a variety of
imaginative airport codes on several items
of baggage.
I seemed determined to lose our baggage,

initially loading it onto the wrong coach,
before setting off for the hotel, which was an
hour's drive around the coast on excellent
roads. Our spacious room was on the fifth
floor, although I would have preferred to
have been higher. There was a balcony
overlooking the sea, about 500m away, and
a perfectly clear take off to the north and
west. The ground rose steeply behind the
hotel to the Piton des Neiges (3069m).

In desperation, I asked Philippe, FR5DN to
contact Madame Desmedt to negotiate on
my behalf. It appears that they have had
amateurs staying there in the past who had
caused dreadful TVI and, quite
understandably, they did not want any
further trouble. Philippe was able to assure
her that my antenna would be quite modest
and, if any TVI occurred, I would
immediately cease my activities, a
compromise to which they agreed.

I wasted no time in making myself known to
Madame Desmedt and formalising
Philippe's arrangements. I also made a point
of agreeing with her where I wanted to rig
the antenna. From the pictures in the hotel
brochure, I'd decided it unlikely that I would
be able to rig my preferred system of
multiband inverted vee dipoles.
Consequently, I had made up a simple 20m
dipole with extensions for 30 and 40m,
using crocodile clips to make the necessary
connections. This was easily rigged from
the balcony of the room at one end, the other
supported by the ridge of a convenient roof,
facing north at a height of only about 6m
above the ground. The obvious
disadvantage was that changing bands
would not be quick or simple!

Flights were from Heathrow to Paris, Orly
with British Airways, then overnight to
Reunion with the French airline Air Outre
Mer (AOM). I decided to book the hold
baggage straight through from Heathrow to
the island, but the check-in clerk at Terminal
4 said he didn't know the airport code for
Reunion. After much searching he came up
with the code "ROE", and the bags were
duly labelled and disappeared down the
conveyor. Whilst boarding the AOM aircraft
in Paris, I noticed that several other
passengers were carrying baggage coded
"RUN" and began to get a bad feeling. Jan
berated me, as I had refused the option of
collecting our bags in Paris and re-checking
them to Reunion from there.

Having set up the IC-706 on the balcony, I
was all ready to go at about 1400 UTC (6
pm local). I decided to try 15m, but the
antenna would not tune properly. The first
QSO was with SP8FHM, followed by
SM3BCS, followed by nothing! I checked
40m, found it wiped out the TV in the room,
and didn't pursue that band further.

We arrived at Roland Garros airport, near
the principal town of St Denis in the late
morning of Tuesday 17th November and
waited at the baggage carousel with sinking
hearts. Someone at Orly obviously had their
head screwed on, as our baggage had been
re-labelled with the correct airport code and
arrived quite safely. Several others in our
party had suffered similarly, probably at the

I checked all the connections, could find
nothing wrong and after a paddle in the
Indian Ocean with Jan decided to give 20m
a try at about 1500 UTC. This was much
better, and I soon had a very satisfying pile
up of Europe, Japan and west coast USA.
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Techietown. Digipeter encouraged all the
residents of Techietown to experiment in the
cultivation of new unexplored lands, never
before farmed. Digipeter showed them how
to overcome pollution problems. He
showed them how to use the land they had
more efficiently. Digipeter even perfected a
method of farming which allowed a number
of rabbits to farm the same land at the same
time. And while the residents of Hamville
were picking 30 carrots a minute on a good
day, in Techietown, harvests of 300 carrots a
minute were possible. Using Digipeter's
methods, and those developed by the other
bright, young residents, Techietown soon
became the most prosperous village in the
kingdom of Radio. This did not escape the
notice of the Field Carrot Council, which
governed the kingdom of radio. To reward
the residents of Techietown for their
contributions to the kingdom, the Field
Carrot Council gave Techietown more and
more land to work, until its borders touched
those of Hamville. Meanwhile, Hamville
was still plodding along as it always had,
oblivious to the revolution in farming
occurring around it. The old hares still
picked carrots by ear. The Ancient Royal
Rabbit League complained bitterly to the
Field Carrot Council about all the new land
it was giving to Techietown, but the
population of Hamville continued to drop.
When the Field Carrot Council gave 2 acres
of Hamville property to Techietown, the
residents of Hamville began, for the first
time, to be genuinely concerned about their
plight. Some even dared to ask the Ancient
Royal Rabbit League to change its mind
about the need to learn to pick carrots by ear
to live in Hamville. "We need new blood
here to fight off the Field Carrot Council,"
they said. Charlie Whiskey, now in his
nineties, was furious. "We have to maintain
our standards. We don't need those smart
young bunnies, we need rabbits skilled in
our time-honored harvesting techniques.
We need rabbits who are dedicated enough
to the principles of Hamville to want to
learn our methods. If a rabbit really wants

to live here, he'll learn our ways. If he
doesn't, we don't want him. You don't want
those Quackers to move here, do you?" But
by now the residents of Hamville had seen
the writing on the wall. Although they
genuinely enjoyed picking carrots with their
ears, they realised that there were now other
ways which yielded just as many carrots.
And though they would probably continue
to pick carrots by ear as they always had,
they could no longer shun those bright
young rabbits who chose a more modern
method. A group of rabbits, led by an elder
statesman rabbit named Elmer, who had
once served in the government of the
kingdom of Radio, asked the Ancient Royal
Rabbit League to change its policy. The
League agreed and issued a decree that
henceforth ear harvesting skills would not
he required to become a resident of
Hamville. When Digipeter Rabbit heard of
the decree, he sent envoys to Hamville with
all the latest scientific discoveries, which he
shared freely with the residents. The
residents of Hamville seized upon the new
knowledge and soon Hamville became
revitalised. Its population began to increase
as young rabbits were attracted to its
bountiful open farmland. The Field Carrot
Council, impressed by the renaissance in
Hamville, did not take away any more of its
land, but actually gave some new territory to
Hamville. Everyone was amazed at the new
vibrancy of Hamville. Charlie Whiskey,
though sad that his beloved harvesting
method was no longer in vogue, saw that his
people were prospering and was glad. And
to show that there were no hard feelings,
Charlie Whiskey sent Digipeter Rabbit a
packet of 73 carrots which he had picked
himself -- with his ears. The residents of
Hamville rejoiced and declared a festival to
celebrate their new prosperity. And over the
front door of the Hamville Festival they put
a banner, which read: "A bunny's worth is
measured not by the skill of his ears, but by
what lies between them." The residents of
Hamville had learned an important lesson.
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perfecting this skill and was able to harvest
at better than 20 carrots a minute. All of
Charlie's family learned to pick carrots with
their ears. Soon they were all picking at
better than 20 carrots a minute. Charlie was
so proud of his special skill that he insisted
that everyone who came to work at
Hamville first show that he could pick
carrots with his ears. Charlie would not
give new settlers any land unless they could
demonstrate to his foreman, Victor Echo,
that they could pick at least 5 carrots a
minute with their ears. When they could
pick 13 carrots a minute, Charlie gave them
more land to work. When they were able to
pick carrots by ear at the rate of 20 a minute,
Charlie made them full citizens of Ilamville.
This process of learning to pick carrots with
your ears went on for some time. In other
parts of the kingdom of Radio, other rabbits
began to pick carrots by ear. However,
there were some noisy ducks, known as the
Quackers, who lived in the community of
Good Buddy. They used their mouths to
pick their crops instead of their ears. They
had much larger mouths than the rabbits and
saw no need to use their ears. The rabbits
all looked down on the Quackers. "We must
always require ear harvesting skills for entry
into Hamville," they said. "That way we
will keep out those noisy Quackers." So
everyone who came to Hamville had to learn
how to pick carrots by ear if they wanted to
stay. Charlie Whiskey was adamant about
that. "If you don't want to learn the skill of
ear harvesting then go work in Good Buddy
with the Quackers," he would say. And so
the years passed, and new methods of
farming were developed. These new
methods were easier to learn than ear
harvesting, especially for the animals who
didn't have the big ears that the rabbits had.
What's more, the new methods were just as
efficient as ear harvesting. As time went by,
fewer and fewer of the young animals were
willing to learn the skill of ear harvesting.
The population of Hamville began to
dwindle. All the residents of Hamville were
getting on in years. To make matters worse.

there were new neighbours nearby who
coveted the beautiful open farmland of
Hamville. They wanted to come in and turn
it into commercial uses like shopping
centers. And worst of all, the pollution from
the Quackers, the other Rabbits, and the
Mice (known in Hamville as the QRM
group) was having an adverse effect on
farming in Hamville. The future looked
bleak indeed. Then, one day, a stranger
called Digipeter Rabbit came to Hamville.
He was an educated rabbit who had studied
at the School for Scientific Bunnies (SSB).
I-le had majored in Farm Mechanics and
knew all of the latest scientific agricultural
methods. But for all his education and
know-how, there was one thing that
Digipeter could not do. He could not master
the skill of picking carrots with his ears.
And since he already knew how to pick
carrots more efficiently with new scientific
methods, he was not interested in learning.
Charlie Whiskey was outraged. "What do
you mean you won't learn to pick carrots
with your ears? Why, we in Hamville have
been picking carrots that way for 75 years.
It's a tradition here. It shows that we're
special and that we're better than the
Quackers. If you don't have the desire to
develop a good ear, then we don' want you
here in Hamville." But Digipeter was
adamant. He saw no reason to learn an
obsolete skill just to stay in Hamville and he
refused to even try. Charlie Whiskey took
the matter to the Ancient Royal Rabbit
League, which he had founded. The ARRL
decreed that everyone in Hamville must
learn to pick carrots with his ears or be
banished. And so Digipeter Rabbit left
Hamville and founded his own village called
Techietown. Soon, all the young animals in
the land of Radio were flocking to
Techietown. But Digipeter had his own
entrance requirement. A good ear and a
good memory were not enough for him. No
one could stay in Techietown unless lie
could demonstrate technical knowledge.
understanding and ability, and the desire to
contribute to the advancement of
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After only about 45 minutes of operation,
and with some 55 QSO's in the log I had to
close for dinner and an early night.

Fournaise before the clouds masked the
view. We could then spend the rest of the
day exploring the volcano itself and the
south east side of the island.

The following morning I found 20m wide
open to the USA at 0200 UTC (6 am local)
and made a further 77 QSO's in about 80
minutes, when the band just died. I was
then called by Jean, FR5DD who said "I will
be at your hotel in 20 minutes". I went
down to Reception to meet him and he
immediately invited us to go back to his
house. I explained that Jan was still asleep
and we had not yet had breakfast. We
arranged that he would come back and
collect us at about 10 am local time. Jan was
gently persuaded to surface and we took a
delicious breakfast. Jean arrived promptly
and drove us the 5km or so along the coast
to his house at Les Filaos, where we met his
Reunionnaise wife Armande. Jan and I had
been practising our French for several weeks
with Linguaphone tapes, and this was the
moment of truth! Armande speaks some
English but gets little chance to exercise it,
whereas Jean is happiest in French. We
spent a wonderful morning chatting in
"Franglais" on the verandah of their house,
helped by liberal doses of "rhum arrang,",
the local brew of rum fortified with guava
fruit, spices and sugar.

Much of the island's interior is exotic and
mountainous. Three natural amphitheatres
or "cirques" dominate the central part on
three side of the Piton des Neiges. The
active volcano, the Piton de la Foumaise is
in the southeast. The cirques superficially
resemble volcanic craters but are actually
the result of natural erosion of the collapsed
volcanic dome over thousands of years.
We collected the car around midday on
Thursday and Jan decided that we should
visit the town of Cilaos, about 25km inland
on the bottom of one of the cirques. There
is a first class coast road which runs all
round the island and we set off south
towards St Louis before striking inland on a
secondary road. Little did I know that the
road is 40km long, follows the line of a
ravine and has 427 hairpin bends on it. At
one point it even makes a complete loop
over itself! I arrived exhausted, in dire need
of a beer and not looking forward to the
return trip at all.
The scenery is breathtaking with the sheer
walls of the surrounding cirque, rising
almost vertically to the rim. Most of the
day, the peak is shrouded with heavy cloud,
but we arrived in the late afternoon and
were treated to some wonderful special
effects by the clearing mist.

Jean invited us to join him and a group of
locals on the coming Saturday for a dummy
run of the T0150 operation which took
place from 18th to 21st December 1998.
This operation has been widely publicised
and celebrated the 150 th anniversary of the
abolition of slavery on the island. Several
HF and VHF stations were set up on the top
of the Piton des Neiges, which is only
accessible on foot or by helicopter.
Fortunately, Philippe, FR5IB works for the
local gendarmes and has free access to their
helicopter.

Early the following morning, we climbed an
only slightly less hair raising road to the rim
of the Cirque de Mafate at 2,200m, where
the views down into the chasm are fantastic,
so much so that I suffered from vertigo. An
alternative way of viewing the cirques and
volcano is from a helicopter or light aircraft,
but this is costly and outside our budget.
Radio activities fell into the established
holiday pattern of an early morning session,
when 30m was wide open to the USA,
followed by a late afternoon session. For
some unknown reason, the 20m dipole tuned

We had already arranged a hire car for three
days and Jean planned to collect us from the
hotel at 5 am, then to travel in convoy with
Patrick, FR5FC to meet the rest of the crew
on the slopes of the volcano, the Piton de la
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and worked well on 12m, so the afternoon
session was spent running pile ups on 12
metres until it closed around dusk, then
moving to 20m until it was time to close for
a late dinner. I made a total of 687 QSO's
on 12m, 524 on 20m and 294 on 30m.

They took us for lunch to Les Polies
Bretonne, a modestly priced but excellent
local restaurant. Jean insisted on buying the
drinks and we had a first class meal, again
speaking "Franglais" amidst great hilarity
and complementary rhum arrang,.

I tried 10, 15 and 17m and although the
antenna tuned after a fashion, was obviously
not working efficiently, so I didn't make
many QSO's on those bands. The take off to
Japan and the east was obstructed by the
mountain, which restricted the number of
QSO's with that part of the world.

After lunch, the girls went shopping and
Jean took me back to his house, where we
went on 10m. We pointed his three element
Yagi at Europe and soon had a nice pile up.
Although a competent CW operator, Jean
does not like pile ups and was quite happy
for me to operate his call. Serge, FR5GX
turned up unexpectedly and Philippe,
FR5DN also called us on 2m FM, so I had
to leave the pile up hanging, which is
something I don't like to do.

Local sunrise was around 0130 UTC, and
sunset around 1430 UTC. Given the
limitations on operating time, there was a
fairly restricted window for working into the
UK on the higher bands. I tried to spend
more time than usual on the air over the
weekend, especially the Sunday but often
found that I was calling CQ on a dead band.

I made a total of 1576 CW QSO's with a
total of 73 DXCC entities in about 22 hours
of operating. Special QSL cards have been
printed and are available from my callbook
address or via the RSGB bureau. The first
batch of outgoing, direct cards were posted
within 10 days of arriving home. My
particular thanks go to Jan; Jean, FR5DD
and Armande; Philippe, FR5DN and the
management of the Grand Hotel des
Mascareignes in Boucan Canot, without
whose help and understanding this operation
would not have been possible.

Philippe, FR5DN phoned and arranged to
visit us on the Monday evening. We spent a
couple of very pleasant hours on our
balcony setting the world to rights over a
bottle of excellent vintage Bordeaux from
the local supermarket.
We arranged to meet Jean, FR5DD and
Armande again before we left the island.

things together and the economy appears to
be going from strength to strength.

At a height of 8000ft ASL, Addis Ababa has
a sub-alpine climate, despite its southerly
east African latitude. The land is lush and
green with many species of plants and
deciduous trees in evidence. Compared to
the 30C heat we experience in West Africa,
Ethiopia was comfortable — in fact, just like
an English summer! The daytime
temperature normally peaked around 20C,
but dropped sharply after sunset to 3 or 4C
in the evening. We arrived towards the end
of the rainy season and each day, at around
1pm, we noticed the storm clouds gathering
above the surrounding hills. Then it rained
— and how it rained! One of the biggest
problems they face in Addis Ababa is the
erosion caused by the heavy rains. The
roads are literally washed away and we soon
realised why the roads were so heavily potholed. Usually, the rain is accompanied by
thunder and lightning and we were
sometimes forced to close down for a short
periods if the lightning got too close.

Our Thanks!
The ET3AA DXpedition would not have
been possible without the considerable help
and assistance of the following people:
Sid May, ET3SID / G4CTQ For hosting our
ET3AA operation and
for looking after us in
Addis Ababa.
Sete Etsegenet
Sid's secretary and
'Girl Friday' who
acted as translator and
all-round great person.
For the loan of the TSRolf Svensson, ET3RS
440S, which was
specially loaded with
CW filters.
Claudio Vascetto, IV3SVC For the loan of the
Cushcraft R-7000 and
the superb hospitality
during our stay.
Mike Thompson
Headmaster of
Sandford English
School; home of
ET3AA, for making
sure the Guards let us
in/out in the middle of
the night.
For upgrading us to
Ethiopian Airlines
Business Class on our
return journey and for
their great service.

Despite the constant rainy weather whilst we
were there, Ethiopia has been plagued over
the years by debilitating droughts. I'm sure
we can all recall the harrowing television
images of the 70s and 80s depicting famine
and severe drought. The current Ethiopian
Government genuinely seems to be getting

Steve Wilson G3VMW

Thirteen Months of Sunshine - ET3AA Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The Story of Digipeter Rabbit

September 1998 DXpedition by G3VMW, G3XAQ & G4ZVJ

By Frank Terranella, N21G0

conversation quickly turned to Ethiopia and,
in a moment of alcohol induced inspiration,
I asked Sid if there was any possibility of us
going out to ET land to operate a
DXpedition! To our relief and subsequent
delight, Sid agreed immediately and invited
us to the Holiday Inn that night to make
further arrangements and to see some
photographs of the ET3AA club station.

Isn't that Sid ET3SID over there?
It all started at Dayton in May 1998. After a
hard day at the Hara Arena checking out all
the gear and meeting old friends for multiple
Budweiser beers, Andy G4ZVJ and I were
heading for the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Standing in the taxi queue, we spotted Sid
ET3SID / G4CTQ and Deborah, G7LXK
waiting for a taxi to the Holiday Inn. Since
I was clutching a newly purchased Cushcraft
R7000 vertical, we soon got chatting with
Sid and Deborah about antennas. The

That evening Andy and I managed to take in
the Contest Dinner at the Crowne Plaza in
Dayton where Roger G3SXW was being
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(A parable for our time? Taken, with thanks,
from the CW Reflector on Internet)

plantation.
Charlie
Whiskey's
carrot
plantation was the envy of all the inhabitants
of the kingdom of Radio. He succeeded
year after year in producing a bumper crop
of carrots. All the other residents of the
kingdom came to Charlie for advice on
planting carrots. Charlie would always tell
them, "The secret's in developing a good
ear." No, Charlie didn't have superior
hearing, but he had developed a very special
skill. You see, Charlie picked his carrots
with his ears.

Once upon a time, in the far-away kingdom
of Radio, there was a peaceful valley called
Hamville, inhabited by a group of rabbits.
lIamville was originally settled by the
Whiskey family, and the patriarch of that
family was an old hare called Charlie
Whiskey. Charlie Whiskey was a farmer by
trade. He came to the beautiful valley of
Hamville when it was all open meadows. He
saw the potential for farming the vacant land
and over time he developed a thriving carrot

In fact, Charlie had worked hard at
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breakfast at our hotel. Operating throughout
the day and evening, normally until
midnight or lam, we kept very busy on the
bands. The power of the DX PacketCluster
was often evident as the bands literally
exploded with callers as ET3AA was
announced on the global cluster network.

Our QSO breakdown was as follows:
Band
10m
12m
15m
17m

20m
30m
40m
80m
160m

It is not advisable for Westerners to walk
around after dark in Addis Ababa and we
relied on our taxi for safe transport. We
found the streets of Addis to be relatively
deserted after I Opm, apart from those poor
wretches who literally have to sleep on the
streets. The recent border skirmishes with
Eritrea had produced thousands of refugees
from the northern part of Ethiopia and many
people were forced to live a hand-to-mouth
existence in Addis Ababa, sheltering from
the cold night temperatures in corrugated
iron lean-to' shelters.

QSOs
2266 QSOs
1451 QSOs
1994 QSOs
1431 QSOs
1321 QSOs
700 QSOs
648 QSOs
40 QSOs
1 QSO

The logs for the ET3AA can be searched online at my web site:
httD://www.bramham.demon.co.uk and if
you made it into our log, a QSL is
guaranteed either via G3VMW QTHR or via
the Ethiopian Amateur Radio Society, P.O.
Box 60258, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
Ethiopia

In total, we made around 10,000 CW QSOs.
The LF bands were a bit of a
disappointment, particularly 160m where we
were plagued with power line noise and
QRN from an electricity sub-station.

I was pleased to find that when 1 arrived in

Ethiopia that I was seven years younger than
when I left London. In Ethiopia, it was still
only 1991 and this is due to a different kind
of calendar with thirteen months in every
year, hence the title of this missive.

During our stay, we tried very hard to
acquire our own personal ET3 callsigns and
we made several visits to the Ethiopian PTT
and Licensing Authority in downtown Addis
Ababa. Unfortunately, this proved to be
impossible because of a ruling that ET3
licences can only be granted to permanent
residents. Every licence application has to
be vetted by the Ethiopian PTT and also by
Government Security. The latter proved to
be the real stumbling block and realistically,
it can take upwards of 6 months to qualify
for an ET3 callsign. We were very fortunate
to be able to operate from the ET3AA club
station given the difficulties with licences.

When we arrived in Addis Ababa, it was the
start of the Ethiopian New Year and we
were very fortunate to he able to participate
in the Maskal Celebrations, which herald the
start of the Ethiopian Spring season. Each
year, towards the end of September to
celebrate the New Year, bonfires are lit all
over Ethiopia and wreathes of bright, yellow
Maskal daisies are evident everywhere.
Ethiopia has a population of 27 million,
46% of whom are aged between 0 and 14
years. Only 3% of the population is aged 65
years or above. The Ethiopians are an
intelligent, resourceful group of people. We
found them pleasant, very polite and
unbelievably helpful. Poverty is still the
biggest problem faced by Ethiopians and,
with an average per capita monthly income
of only $25 US, there is so much to be done
to achieve Western prosperity.

All too soon, our ET3AA operation came to
an end and we had to return to the UK on
the 30 September. We have an open
invitation to return to Addis Ababa in 1999
to operate from the club station and it is
something I would very much like to
repeat..
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inducted in the CQ Contest Hall of Fame.
Once the dinner and speeches were finished,
we grabbed a taxi for the 20-mile journey to
the Holiday Inn. Sid gave us an excellent
Ethiopian resume and we had a good feeling
about the DXpedition after leaving Sid at
midnight. Addis Ababa looked like it was
going to be a lot of fun. We set provisional
dates for the last two weeks in September
1998 for our DXpedition. Laden with paper
napkins on which we had scribbled e-mail
addresses, FAX numbers and other vital
information, Andy and I headed back to our
hotel with our heads full of the exotic
images of Ethiopia. ET3 had been one of
the last ten countries that I needed for
DXCC and a tough one to find on CW. The
prospect of operating from a rare country
like Ethiopia was definitely appealing.

I kept in regular SSB radio, telephone, email and FAX communication when he had
returned to his second home in Addis
Ababa. This communication was invaluable
in respect of licensing and travel
arrangements. We were able to add to our
now comprehensive travel dossier on
Ethiopia with details about what to expect
from the customs people at Bole
International Airport in Addis Ababa and
how we might get personal callsigns from
the Ethiopian PTT.
Originally, Bob G3ZEM had hoped to travel
with us to Ethiopia for the DXpedition.
However, because of heavy business
commitments, Bob couldn't make the trip
and Alan G3XAQ filled his place. G3XAQ
had previously accompanied us to Ghana
during our February 1998 9G5 DXpedition;
with his antenna and technical skills he was
an obvious choice.

Planning & scheming

The Internet has revolutionised amateur
radio and I can't imagine how we managed
to organise DXpeditions before the
widespread use of e-mail. For DXpedition
planning, the effectiveness of Internet search
engines such as Alta Vista in finding travel
information is unrivalled. Once we were
back in the UK, I started pulling together an
Ethiopia 'travelogue' from information on
the Internet. I trawled Alta Vista and Yahoo
for as much information as possible about
Addis Ababa and Ethiopia. Before long I
had a detailed dossier with details of how to
get entry visas, essential health information,
travel warnings, weather charts and
locations of suitable hotels.

We come bearing gifts!

We decided that since we would be using
the Ethiopian Amateur Radio Society's club
station ET3AA, then maybe a few gifts
would be in order. Sid told me that they
could really use a new PC in the club station
and also a multi-band vertical antenna
would be most useful. G3XAQ was able to
source a suitable desktop PC. He fitted a
CD-ROM drive and loaded the PC with
software ready for shipping to Ethiopia.
John G3LZQ very kindly donated a
Cushcraft R7 vertical, which broke down
into easily carried pieces.
We thought it might be a good idea to take
some QSL cards down to Ethiopia since
requests for ET3AA cards after our
operation would likely be routed to P.O.
Box 60258, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Chris
G4BUE at the Adur Village Press came to
our rescue here since 1 had left it to the last
minute before deciding to take QSL cards
down with me. Chris was able to print cards
within five days from me contacting him to
delivering them three days before we left.

Within four weeks, I had booked rooms at
the Axum Hotel on Asmara Road in Addis
Ababa and arranged flights on Ethiopian
Airlines from Heathrow to Ethiopia. Entry
visas cost us a massive £43 each from the
Ethiopian Embassy in London. Things were
now definitely well on course.
After spending a few weeks in Atlanta, Sid
returned to his home in Lincoln, England en
route to Addis Ababa and I met up with him
to make the final arrangements. Afterwards,

The ET3AA club station is used as a
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training establishment with Sid ET3SID
coaching the local ETs on radio theory.
Many of the club members have GI or G7
callsigns as a result of locally administered
City and Guilds RAE examinations. We
decided to take down some electronic kits
for the locals to build. A few days before
our departure, 1 managed to buy a good
selection of simple electronic kits, e.g.
superhet receivers and power supplies from
Maplins, which were very well received.

and all the electronic equipment we were
carrying impounded! I had my trusty Icom
IC-706; Kenwood PS-40 switched mode
PSU, MFJ ATU and ETM9C keyer in my
hand luggage. Andy was carrying his
ETM9C keyer, AEA PK-232, Toshiba Tecra
laptop computer and spare keyboard. So far,
so good?
Customs Problems
Sadly, when Alan G3XAQ arrived in Addis
Ababa, a couple of days after Andy and I,
the desktop PC he was carrying was
immediately confiscated by Ethiopian
customs officials. This was a real blow to
us since the PC was intended as a gift for the
ET3AA club station and it was likely to cost
us over £300 in import duty. Very luckily,
we subsequently recovered the PC from
Customs at a cost of only £30. This was
only after some considerable help from
Samson, an ET3 local and friend of ET3SID
who convinced the sceptical customs
officials that the computer was a gift and
would be used for educational purposes at
the ET3AA club station.

Departure day
London Heathrow seems a long way from
Yorkshire, especially when you are stuck on
the M25 in traffic moving at a snail's pace.
Our good friend and co-conspirator in
Ghana, Roger G3SXW had very kindly
offered to let us leave our car at his place
and drive us to Heathrow. Andy and I were
travelling to Addis Ababa on the evening of
the 16'h and Alan G3XAQ was joining us on
the 19'. We had a great send-off at
Heathrow with fellow Voodoo Contest
Group members Cris G4FAM and of course,
Roger G3SXW.

ET3AA

The 8.5-hour flight from London to Addis
Ababa was pretty uneventful until we landed
in Cairo for refuelling and to take on
passengers. A half-full plane became a very
full plane for the last three hours of the
journey. Luckily, Andy and I slept most of
the way, having managed a healthy intake of
gin and tonics, which take away all the pain
of long, overnight flights!

ET3AA is located at the Sandford English
Community School, which is situated on
high ground in the north-eastern outskirts of
Addis Ababa and quite some way from our
hotel on Asmara Rd. We looked at a couple
of other hotels nearer to ET3AA but decided
that the hotel we had booked was better
appointed. In the event, we decided that we
would hire a taxi to take us the three miles
between the Axum Hotel and ET3AA. This
proved to be a good decision since we were
able to hire a taxi for a full day for £12.00 or
150 Ethiopian Bin. Ethiopian taxis are
invariably very battered, fifteen year-old
Russian Ladas, always with the front and
rear wings painted bright blue. Our taxi was
instantly recognisable from the rest by an
intricate 'tattoo' of a flowering plant in
bright green paint, which was drawn on the
passenger side of the front windscreen to
hide a huge crack in the glass.

On arrival at 0900 local time, Addis Ababa
looked grey and foreboding, with rain-laden
skies interspersed with watery 'spring'
sunshine. The time shift is +3 hours from
GMT and +2 hours from London summer
time. Customs proved to be very
straightforward and after explaining that the
jumble of aluminium tube masquerading as
an R7 vertical was really 'spare parts', we
walked through the airport to meet Sid who
was waiting to meet us in his Lada jeep.
We subsequently found that we were very
fortunate not to have our luggage searched
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The station at ET3AA is set up in a
modified steel container, located in the far
corner of the sports field at the English
School. A second container has been
adapted as a workshop and classroom for
members of the Ethiopian Amateur Radio
Society. Windows, doors and a wooden
floor have been added to the containers,
making very acceptable accommodation.
Full credit for the hard work and innovation
in establishing this wonderful facility must
go to Sid May G4CTQ/ET3SID who has
worked hard over the years to establish the
ET3AA club station. A 35ft tower with a
Mosley TA-33, 6-element 6m beam and
Butternut HF6V complete the ET3AA
station

clearly a huge demand for ET3 QSOs on the
WARC bands and on the IF bands, so Alan
G3XAQ and I rigged a 160m doublet with
open wire feeder on the tower and built up
the Cushcraft R-7000 vertical loaned by
Claudio, IV3SVC. We fixed the R-7000
vertical 100 yards down the sports field well
away from the TA-33. After splicing
together two lengths of RG-2I3 feeder, we
soon had the R-7000 tuned up and working.
Before too long we had two complete
stations running: Station A was operational
on 10, 15 and 20m using the TS-440S and
TA33. Station B was operational on 12, 17,
30, 40, 80 and 160m using the Icom 1C-706
and the Cushcraft R-7000 or LF doublet.
We logged all our QSOs with K 1 EA's CT
9.27 in DXpedition mode and the pile-ups
were HUGE!! The bands didn't really open
until around 11 am Ethiopian time, but when
they did the pile-ups quickly started. Our
net rate for the entire expedition was over
240 per hour from the two stations, which
were not always operational simultaneously,
depending on the availability of operators!
In retrospect, another operator would have
been very useful and increased our QSO
totals significantly.

During our stay in Addis Ababa, we were
impressed by the interest in amateur radio
shown by the local EARS club members.
There are meetings three times per week, on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings
with classroom theory lessons, practical
construction sessions and the opportunity to
operate the ET3AA club station. We were
happy to take a break from the pile-ups
during these club operating sessions to
watch the local Ethiopians handle SSB pileups with much good humour and skill.
Sadly, none of the locals were keen on CW,
despite our constant prompting and
encouragement.

By late afternoon, 30m and 40m started to
open up and we often had huge JA pile-ups.
The self-discipline of a JA pile-up has to be
experienced to be believed. Unlike
Europeans, the Japanese would never call
out of turn. It was often difficult to get a
fast run going with so many JAs calling —
the disciplined Japanese operators will not
respond to partial callsigns and you would
sometimes get a partial fragment, e.g. JE3M
then send "JE3M? 5NN" to be greeted with
silence! Subsequently, it would turn out to
be a JA3M who had been calling, but that
one dash difference was enough to cause
him to QRX. Can you imagine that
happening in Europe? The EU pile-ups
were an absolute zoo by comparison.

The Ethiopian QSL Bureau is located at the
ET3AA club station and although there are
very few licensed ET stations operational at
the moment, we were lucky to meet Charlie
ET3KV who called at the club one day to
collect a bundle of QSL cards. Peter
ET3BN is quite active on RTTY and CW
and we were pleased to make a QSO with
him on 14 MHz CW one evening.

Operating at ET3AA
We started our operation at ET3AA on the
18" September with a huge CW pile-up on
21 MHz. Using the club Kenwood TS-440S
and the TA-33, we were soon making very
high rates on the three HF bands. There was

We soon settled into a steady operating
routine and normally headed for the ET3AA
shack at around 1 lam after a leisurely
21

CDXC member Austin VK5WO visits the UK

Bob GU4YOX, our CDXC member in Guernsey, with Don G3XTT.

CDXC entertains Austin VK5WO and his son Peter. L to R:
Austin, Mike G4PFF, Wes MOBLA/W3WL, Steve G4JVG, Peter,
Neville G3NUG and Alan G3PMR.
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Mike G3SED, John G3WGV and Neville G3NUG.
Now just what are they planning?

The VK5WO station in Laura, South Australia.

Antennas at VK5WO including a Mosley Pro-96.

Lunch at Les Folies Bretunne on the last day. L to R:
Jan - Phil's XYL, Armande - Jean's XYL, Jean FR5DD and Phil.

Phil G3SWH operates as FR/G3SWH from Reunion Island.

Phil G3SWH running the pile-up.

The FR gang at the TO150 site. L to R. Yvon FR1GZ, Phil G3SWH,
Claudine FR1 IC, Patrick FR5FC, Philippe FR5IB, Jean FR5DD and
Alain FR5CU.

