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The new Yaesu FT-847 can seriously affect your social life.

THE NEW YAESU FT-847
Has Set The Japanese Radio Market

ON FIRE!
WITH SPECIFICATION LIKE THIS, ITS LITTLE WONDER100 Watts on HF & Six Metres
,) 50 Watts on Two Metres &
Seventy Centimeters
SS13/CW1FM & AM
<) Built In DSP
Tracking for satellite operation
3 Full duplex crossband operation
Voice announcement
3 IF Shift

Built In Keyer
1200,9K6 Ready
) CTCSS built in
New 'COO blue'dtsplay
Optional external Auto ATU
(
Keypad entry with dent for blind
operators on 5
Only a little larger than the FT-900
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Will you ever leave your
shack?
Probably
to use it in your car!

"The alms of the Club are to promote Hi; operating, to encourage excellence, particularly in DXing
and contest operating, through mutual assistance and by encouraging support of DXpeditions, the Issue of achievement awards, or by whatever other means Is deemed to be appropriate".
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CHILTERN DX CLUB - The UK DX Foundation - Aims and Objectives

Membership:

Full details of membership are available from the Club Secretary (address above).

Subscriptions: The annual subscription is currently set at £12.00 for UK members, and £17.00 for
\TEL: 0181 566 1120

■ FAX: 0181 •566 1207
■ CUSTOMER CARE: 0181 566 0 566
■ WEB SITEthIlitilwww.mar1in-lynch.co.uk
■ E-MAIL: sa let@malln-lync Ac 0.08

overseas members. The subscription for new members joining between 1st January and 30th June is 50%
of the annual subscription. Subscriptions become due on July 1st in each year, and should be sent to the
Treasurer (address above).
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We are now able to offer a range of high quality CDXC clothing, which contain an embroidered CDXC logo and your callsign,
also embroidered. The quality of the clothing is exceptional, as those who have seen it will testify. We have standardised on navy

ear°,

blue as the colour, with a red
and the remainder of the logo text in gold. Your callsign will be in red. I have arranged
with the supplier, Aquarian, that you may order direct from them. Prices include your callsign (except ties, which do not carry , a
callsign). Additional lines of text may be added at extra cost. Please note that postage charges listed are to UK addresses. Please
contact Aquarian direct for postage charges to other countries.

ITEM

CODE

SIZE

PRICE

S, M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL, XXL
S, M, L, XL
XXL
M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL
XXL
S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
22" to 34"
M, L, XL, XXL
36" to 48"
50"
36" to 48"
50"
36" to 48"
36" to 48"
S, M, L, XL, XXL
XXXL, XXXXL

£20.00
£21 00
£15.50
£22.00
£23.00
£23.00
£24.00
£19.00
£20.00
£19.50
£14.50
£16.00
£30.00
£32.00
£23.50
£25.50
£30.00
£23.50
£38.50
£41.00
£13.25

Sweatshirt

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve

762M

Children's Sweatshirts
Collared Sweatshirts

Polycotton Raglan Sleeve
Acrylic/Cotton

7626
WH6

Heavyweight Sweatshirts

Cotton 80%, Poly 20%

162M

Polo Shirts

Jerzee Lightweight

539M

Polo Shirts
Children's Polo Shirt
'T' Shirts
'V' Neck Pullover

Trakman Heavyweight
Jerzee Lightweight
Heavyweight 100% Cotton
Lambswool

539B
363M
#675

'V' Neck Pullover

Super Acryllic

#673

Crew Neck Pullover
Crew Neck Pullover
Bomber Jacket

Lambswool
Super Acrylic

#665
#663
MA1

Tie

Use this voucher on the purchase of any of our
amplifiers listed below.

ORDER FORM
ITEM
I QTY
SIZE
I PRICE
ALL ITEMS NAVY, WITH CDXC LOGO IN RED/GOLD. CALLSIGN IN RED

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received

List price

Explorer 1200
Hunter 750
2m Discovery
6m Discovery

£1595
£1195
£1395
£1395

We are always pleased to talk amplifiers.

Payment Received

Logo ordered/in stock

Garments ordered

Additional text @ £3.00 per line
Sub-Total
P&P £1.75 1 st item, £1.25 additional items
Note: Bomber jackets £3.50 P&P
CALL SIGN:
TOTAL:
YOUR NAME:

ADDRESS:

Good DX for 1998 de G3ZRS
POST CODE:
TELEPHONE:

Phone / Fax 01964 550921
E-mail. peter@linearampuk.u-net.com

Garments received

Order completed/
Despatched

AQUARIAN
Quarryhill Cottage
Justinhaugh
By Forfar
Angus, DD8 3TQ
Tel: 01307 860 350
Fax: 01307 860 350

CDXC GOODS
The following CDXC goods are available from the Secretary.
PAPERWEIGHT
This is a square marble effect paperweight, fitted on the front face with an enamel
CDXC logo. As this item is heavy it is not available mail order, but can be purchased at
the various functions, e.g. RSGB HF Convention, CDXC AGM, etc.
KEY FOB
This is an imitation black leather fob fitted with an enamel CDXC logo.
RUBBER STAMP
This is a rubber hand-stamp with the CDXC logo. Use for all your amateur radio correspondence.
G3WGV LOG
The well known G3WGV Contest Log, which covers all the main RSGB Contests, is
only available through CDXC. The author, John Linford, has generously donated this
software to CDXC, and all proceeds from its sale go to help finance CDXC. LOG is
available to both members and non-members of CDXC. John retains ownership of the
copyright. Logs produced by LOG can be imported into the popular logging programs
such as SHACKLOG and TurboLog.
PRICING
Paperweight:

£2.50

not available mail order

Key Fob:

£1.50

including post/packing to UK

Rubber Stamp:

£5.00

including post/packing to UK

£25.00

including post/packing to UK

G3WGV Log:
PAYMENT

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to CDXC and drawn on a UK
bank. No foreign cheques please. Send your payment to:
Alan Jubb, G3PMR, 30 West Street, Great GransclaA,-

eft, Sandy, Beds SG19 3AU, UK

CDXC QSL CARDS are available from G4LJF, QTHR. SASE for details.
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This is issue is somewhat later than usual as the majority of contributors did not meet the
deadline published in the last issue. The deadline is the very last date on which input can
be accepted, which does NOT mean that contributors should wait until half way through
deadline day to send their articles unless they are of an urgent nature!
Contrary to what at least one member believed, your current and future editors both have
full-time jobs other than writing this newsletter. It's a wholly voluntary task which has to
be accommodated between other commitments in our lives. PLEASE, PLEASE help us by
sending input AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Note that the deadline for the next issue will be
later than usual and the magazine will be published later to ensure input following the
Spratly DXpedition.
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

at Windsor in the Autumn. Again every
committee member plays an active role in
organising the convention.

Neville Cheadle, G3NUG
There is some excellent news to report. Don
G3XIT has agreed to take over as Newsletter Editor as from the AGM next July.
Many of you know Don well and we are
most grateful to him for agreeing to take on
this role. Don is of course well known as an
active DXer, a contester, a low band specialist and he is also an acknowledged
amateur radio author. I can see the Newsletter going from strength to strength under
Don's editorship.

The next HF and IOTA Convention at
Windsor will be held over the weekend of 9
to 11 October 1998. We have already started
to put the programme together and have
some ideas as to how we can give the convention a 'face lift' so as to make it even
more popular. John G3WKL, the new Vice
Chairman of the HF Committee is organising the programme so if any CDXC member
would like to present a talk or has any suggestions to make about any aspect of the
convention, please do not hesitate to get in
touch with John or myself.

At the AGM last July a question was raised
about the quality of some of the photographs in the Newsletter. In the November
issue we introduced some improvements.
The photographs of the Windsor Convention and of the Tokyo HamFair were
scanned by our local printer. I hope you
liked the results. The next step will be to use
glossy paper for the pages with photographs.

Members will have read that the CDXC
sub-committee agreed to fund the 9MOC
Spratly DXpedition to the tune of £300.00. I
know I speak on behalf of the whole team in
saying thank you for this generous contribution. We also contributed £100.00 to the
recent Lord Howe Island DXpedition
VK9LX. This contribution was again
matched by the RSGB DXpedition Fund.
The Lord Howe team did a good job and
have promised us a write up for a future
Newsletter. I heard them stand by for Gs on
several occasions.

I am pleased to report that I have just been
appointed Chairman of the RSGB HF
Committee. Colin G3PSM, the former
Chairman, becomes the RSGB HF Manager.
The next few years should be exciting ones
for HF radio in the UK. This is not only because of much improved propagation but
also because of possible changes to the 40
metre band and to the licensing system generally. We are seeking some further members for the HF Committee so if any CDXC
member is interested please get in touch
with me. The vacancies are being widely
advertised in RadCom, on GB2RS and on
the RSGB web pages and I have already received some enquiries. There is a considerable amount of work to be done and we try
to share this out amongst the committee
members. The HF Committee also organises
the very popular HF and IOTA Convention

At its recent meeting on 14 December the
CDXC Committee reviewed our criteria and
conditions for funding DXpeditions. These
are as follows:
Criteria
I. The DXpedition has a good chance of
working a significant number of stations in
the British Isles (say 100+ different stations). This is evaluated by considering the
fol lowing:
* The general organisation of the DXpedition
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Along the way collected 5A2A, 6V1C and
listening high in the band TU3F, who even
had enough time to conclude with a cheery
GL 73, so I can only think they hadn't hit
the DX Cluster yet.

Equipment used: - Ten Tee Omni 5, 100w,
Delta Loop (fed for vertical polarisation),
logging with Super-Duper, Key by Bencher,
Keyer by Samson.
All pretty small beer I think you'll agree,
but for me it was a absolute hoot and provided plenty of that all too seldom felt emotion in contesting, FUN (and if your not in it
for that, then [MHO don't do it).

The end of the day brought forth better results into the U.S, with a particularly good
West Coast opening, and as time ticked on
and the pile-ups got smaller I also managed
to snaffle up ZF2RV and 9Y4H.

The only real competition for me, was Me,
and trying to stretch my abilities was a great
tonic. It certainly proved the old adage that
one learns more in a days contesting about
Dxing techniques and propagation than any
number of months more casual operating.

These last two were a good example of 'If
you do insist in banging your head against a
brick wall, at least wait until others have
knocked some of the bricks out first... you
may find it less painful!'
The band died about 1800z, all in all about
21 hours of dial tuning, paddle paddling,
brow furrowing, F 1 'ing, touch typing, contesting enjoyment.

Next year I intend to put this experience to
greater use, who knows I may even make
200 QSO's!, and those three more Q's will
mean I will have won something... I will
have beaten myself.

All this would probably lead you to think
that 1 had racked up a huge score with QSO
upon QSO, but the final score was 197
QSO's, 44 DX countries, 24 Zones and
nearly 32,000 points.

I had a blast, hope you did too,
Vy 73, Paul GOWAT

CONTEST CALENDAR
HA DX Contest

CW

0000 Jan 18 - 2400 Jan 18

CQ 160 CW

CW

2200 Jan 23 - 1600 Jan 25

REF Contest

CW

0600 Jan 24 - 1800 Jan 25

UBA Contest

SSB

1300 Jan 31 - 1300 Feb 1

PACC Contest

CW/SSB?

1200 Feb 14 - 1200 Feb 15

RSGB 1.8MHz Contest

CW

2100 Feb 14 - 0100 Feb 15

ARRL Int'l DX Contest

CW

0000 Feb 21 - 2400 Feb 22

CQ 160 Phone

SSB

2200 Feb 27 - 1600 Mar 1

REF Contest

SSB

0600 Feb 28 - 1800 Mar 1

UBA Contest

CW

1300 Feb 28 - 1300 Mar 1

RSGB 7MHz Contest

CW

1500 Feb 28 - 0900 Mar 1

ARRL Int'l DX Contest

SSB

0000 Mar 7 - 2400 Mar 8

RSGB Commonwealth Contest

CW

1200 Mar 14 - 1200 Mar 15

Bermuda Contest

SSB/CW

0000 Mar 21 - 2400 Mar 22

BARTG WW RTTY

RTTY

0200 Mar 2 I - 0200 Mar 23

Russian DX

CW/SSB

1200 Mar 21 - 1200 Mar 22
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be fun!" I informed the XYL, whom funnily enough did not seem to share my level
of enthusiasm, but appeared to have developed a nice line in Biblical expletives!
So a more limited schedule was hammered
out leaving me deep in thought as to what
band and what antenna to use.
As always there are a few mitigating factors
here at chez GOWAT.
The closest I get to a Beam is avoiding the
`Duck or Grouse' sign at the local Pub.
A mid-terrace location precludes any high
antenna supports, so having any antenna
above 1/2 wavelength on 20m is a big problem.
My Butternut is up the shoot, and there is
only so much equipment ones feels justified
in blagging from others.
My lack of CW ability made me feel uncomfortable at plunging headfirst into the
maelstrom of 20 metres during CQ World
War.
A trawl through options such as approaching Jodrell Bank with a view to some urgent
propagation research, or perhaps having a
go at loading up the Central Heating system
were soon discarded. Eventually it was decided, a 15metre Single-Op Low Power Unassisted entry using a Delta Loop would be
the best way forward.
This would provide the requisite shorter operating period, allow me to have the antenna
up at just over a '/2 wavelength above
ground, and hopefully give a slightly less
frenetic atmosphere for your young neophyte to cut his teeth on.
I put the antenna up the week before and
spent time listening around the band and
beacons to gauge when the band opened and
closed, with the results being open at about
0700z and closing about 1700z.

So come 0700z on the Saturday, SD loaded,
key and keyer primed, Omni 5 fired up and
ready to go, children locked up in the west
wing, ears syringed and tension by now,
fully mounted.
Hmmm... seems rather quite, no there's an
R3, and soon it's in the bag, RN3R, and we
are off. Soon J45,RW6, TA3 all European
stuff, and a little blast into Middle
East/Indian Ocean with 8Q7DV, 9K9K and
7Z500... Great !!
A further small bundle of R's and US's,
then JH5ZJS and VR2WO, followed
shortly, to my astonishment, by JTIBH.
Having never heard Mongolia, let alone
worked it I spent the next ten minutes in
shock (It may be old hat to you more experienced lags, but to me it was palpitation
time).
Things seemed to die off little around late
morning until just after 1200z when I
worked my first Stateside in the shape of
K I WD and then a small diversion to VK
with VK5GN.
So it trundled along quite well for the first
day, although I felt that I had spent too long
in some pile-ups with nothing to show for it
i.e. trying many times to work 5A7A but
never getting a sniff
After close down at 1700z I reflected that I
seemed to pick up a lot of the rarer stuff by
S&P'ing from 21.100mhz down rather that
21.000mhz up so I decided to adopt this approach on the Sunday.
Sunday started with another 0700z kick-off
and RZ9UW was first up, then JA5DQS and
VK6BAT from right underneath a monstrous pile-up for another station. Band conditions seemed busier today, even with the
500hz and the 250hz filters in the Omni cascaded there were quite a few occasions
where signals were just one on top of another, I suppose this is where the experienced filter between the ears comes in (I'm
working on it!).

* The stated plans to work Europe
* The equipment to be used, specifically
linears and beam antennas.
2. The country being activated must be well
up the European wanted lists, say in the top
quartile.
3. The team should comprise at least four 4
operators of whom some are well known.
4. The QSO target is in excess of 15,000.
5. The application for funds is made in advance of the DXpedition.

Conditions
The DXpedition agrees to:
I. Print our logo on the QSL card.
2. Process cards sent through the normal
IARU bureaux.
3. Send us a write-up of the DXpedition for
publication.

Notes
1. We apply some discretion in applying the
criteria but not the conditions.
2. The usual contribution is £200.00 per
DXpedition, £100.00 for lesser operations.
3. We should be able to fund up to 8 DXpeditions a year.
4. Funds are sent in advance of the operation unless we have some doubts as to
whether it will take place or about its legitimacy.
5. We ask the RSGB HF Committee to
match our contribution from the HF DXpedition Fund.
6. We do not fund "IOTA-only" operations.
The Committee has also agreed to administer the RSGB IOTA Millennium Programme. The purpose of this programme is
to celebrate the Millennium, to promote
IOTA activity and to have fun on the F-IF
bands. The details of this programme are

almost finalised and they will be published
in a future Newsletter. It should bring valuable publicity for CDXC, IOTA and for UK
HF radio generally.
While mentioning publicity could I encourage members to purchase the new CDXC
clothing and ties (see later advertisement).
Many have commented on the quality of
these products and increasing numbers can
now be spotted at conventions and similar
get-togethers.
Of course my main activity for the past two
months has been preparing for the 9MOC
Spratly DXpedition. Everything has gone to
plan. Our latest press release written by Don
G3XTT is published later in this Newsletter.
Here are some of the recent highlights with
particular reference to CDXC members.
* Shipping: Nine cases have been shipped
by sea. They left the UK on 30 November
and will arrive in Kota Kinabalu in early
January. The total weight of the cases was
1,386 kgs and the total volume was 5.89 cubic metres. The heaviest case weighed 325
kgs and the longest containing a Titanex
vertical was 6.15 meters long. All the Yaesu
equipment, which was organised by Barry
G4RKO, has now been shipped from Japan.
This will also arrive in Kota Kinabalu in
early January where it will be combined
with the shipment from the UK. The combined shipment will then be sent to Pulau
Layang Layang before our arrival.
* Antennas, coax: All the UK members of
the CDXC 9MOC team worked on the assembly of the antennas prior to shipment.
All booms and elements were colour-coded
to facilitate re-assembly. We will have at
least two antennas for virtually every band.
We are also taking around 2000 metres of
coax. Tony GOOPB did a wonderful job in
fitting around 150 PL-259 plugs! All the cable ends were sealed before shipment. We
have also shipped 64 heavy guy stakes! We
spent around 20 man-days building the antennas and getting everything ready for
shipment.

* Timetable: The first main group that now
includes all the UK contingent now plans to
arrive on Pulau Layang Layang on Tuesday
10 1h February. This is two days earlier that
originally planned but this gives us three
full days to set up the very extensive antenna farm and the five stations. The second
group arrives on Friday 13 th February. We
will then be fully operational for at least
nine full days including two complete weekends.
* QSL arrangements: Phil G3SWH, our
QSL Manager, is happy to respond to requests for bureau cards by e-mail.
(phil@g3swh.demon.co.uk ). Bob Treacher
BRS32525 will be dealing with cards for
SW Ls.

By the time the next Newsletter is published
the DXpedition will be over. I hope that
many CDXC members will be in the log.
We will be on all bands including 6 meters
and on all the main modes. I wonder who
the CDXC member will be to make the most
band/mode contacts? Go for it!
The Annual CDXC Dinner is on Saturday
21 March so be sure to put that date in your
diaries. Several locations are being considered at the moment and details including a
map will be circulated with the March
Newsletter. The Annual Dinner has always
proved to be very popular so do try and join
us. There will be a talk and slide show on
the Spratly operation.

packet radio thing. (your knowledge of the
comm ports on a computer aids in your job
standing as your real life co-workers are
fascinated at your ability to make computers
talk to each other - in your house you had a
network of computers....000h ahhh, note:
you don't have to tell them it is a cable and a
null modem you bought at Radio Shack that
is doing it :-)) - Now you the manager are
using information from outside the walls of.
your business to more intelligently do business in the multi-single market
place wow, you have just learned about
packet radio, and while you may never need
to know it, imagine if there was an emergency and you were asked to help get packet
communications going - how helpful this
knowledge would be!

The category is one which allows you to
have a great time with a lot of friends, together you can have a ball....if you have
thought about M/S for the ARRL DX I
would recommend you have a session with
your potential ops now and discuss some
station and manpower strategy if you want
to COMPETE then again, if all that
matters is keeping your call on the air for 48
hours just invite some guy over to man your
station as is while you sleep....but please,
don't say you are competing in multisingle!"
Contest QSLs
Pascual, EA5EYJ as compiled a list of 420
QSL routes for stations active in the CQ
WW CW Contest 1997. The list is available at http://www.arrakis.es/--ea5eyj (those
who want to get the list by e-mail can get in
touch with Pascual at ea5eyj@arrakis.es ).

Season's Greetings to everyone.
▪ DXpedition cluster: John G3WGV has
done some wonderful work developing the
DXpedition cluster which has been tested
thoroughly and is proving to be very reliable.
* Our pilots are: Europe: Martin G3ZAY,
North America: Don N1DG and Japan: Yoichi JP 1 NWZ.
* There are a number of non-amateur organisations who have also made significant
contributions. The following are good people to contact if you are planning a DXpedition:
- E & K International, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts. E & K made the nine special cases
that should be reusable many times. Tel:
01442 875471
- Fast Cargo International UK Ltd (FCI),
Basildon, Essex (Mr Phil Sutton). Phil has
given us invaluable advice particularly
about shipping and documentation. Tel:
01268 548811, Fax: 01268 548454
- ARIS - Amateur Radio Insurance Services,
London EC3 (Mr David Allison). David arranged insurance cover on the wide range of
shipments involved. Tel: 0171 338 0111,
Fax: 0171 338 0112.

SECRETARY'S UPDATE
Alan Jubb, G3PMR
May I start by wishing all our members a
very happy, healthy and prosperous New
Year, and a continued rise in the solar flux
index. Let's hope that this year brings some
real DX back to 10m - there are signs of that
already with a good number of pacific stations being heard/worked in the UK on 10m.
In early December, I worked JLIKFR/JD1
(Minami Torishima) on 10m for a new one,
and had the card before Xmas - not bad considering the Christmas mail congestion!
New CDXC URL
In early November, 1 received a phone call
from CDXC member Paul Simons, G4CCZ.
Paul said that he would like to contribute to
CDXC in some way, and that, as he runs a
company which is an Internet Service Provider, he would be prepared to register
cibcc.org.uk at no charge to CDXC. Furthermore, Paul offered to provide server
space to host the CDXC WWW pages,
again at no charge to CDXC. The Committee accepted this generous offer, and the
new site can now be found at:
www.CDXC.org.uk.

So a bunch of friends has decided to come
by your place and operate, sounds like
fun....one of the department managers (Joe,
the guy who loaned you the rotor) suggests
we find out who spends their time on what
bands during the week....turns out Joe is a
160 buff....you as a smart manager make
him captain of the multi-single's 160 effort Joe has the most 160 knowledge - put him
to work there.

Contest Radios
That's it for another column. Please keep
the input flowing. Next time I suggest we
have a look at the pros and cons of particular transceivers for HF contesting. What rig
do you like to use and why? It need not be a
detailed technical evaluation, but some
comments about the features or functionality which you feel are useful for contesting.

Is this starting to gel?
Heah it turns out that Sid is an honor roll
DXer, he loves DXing and is great at ferreting out those weird DX multipliers and
knows those special times to look for
them....do you put Joe in charge of running
Euros, hell no - Joe is in charge of S&Ping
on the mult bands...he suggests what direction Willy might find DX coming in on at
his band position at xx:yy zulu.

73 Don G3XTT, NK IG

BIG GUN? LITTLE PISTOL?
(CLAPPED OUT CATAPULT MADE WITH
AN ELASTIC BAND AND A STICK? YES
THAT'S MORE LIKE IP)
CQ WW CW '97 (or the inexperienced in at
the deep end)

Gee, everyone is contributing something
and suddenly the combined effort is formidable, you have created a machine...taken
your resources and best utilised them Or,
have you merely invited someone over to
keep your call on the air this weekend, and
feel that those managers who have aggressively pursued the marketplace are unfairly
competing?

Paul Brice-Stephens, GOWAT
It was only a few weeks to go before the big
event and the other members of the Contest
Group I belong to were sticking closely to
their microphones so I decided to go it alone
with a single op entry.
"48 hours of glorious CW Contesting, that'll
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here. It relates to a thread on the Contest Reflector concerning the definition of the
multi-single category in CQWW, but I think
captures the spirit of what multi-op contesting is about. The piece went on with a
description of this year's effort from the
W1CW/W1YL station, but I have cut it
short:

hosting the multi-op.
OK - well lets see, you as the guy with the
most antennas have a state of the art transceiver and your old backup rig which you
occasionally press into service whenever
your state of the art rig over-reacts to carpet
static and needs a trip to the shop.
Since you are inviting friends over who
share the goal of maximising your score as a
team you realise that your assets now include some portable assets from other
branches....they can bring their transceivers/amps/computers etc. with them to your
QTH suddenly you see business potential,
you can have enhanced capabilities through
your branches (stations) newly enhanced arsenal of equipment.

"From K4OJ:
In a message dated 97-12-08 17:11:22 EST,
jhumet@mhv.net writes, and a lot of others
have said similar, that:
<< Sure they are within the rules but that's
not the intent of the rules. >>
What is being referred to is the "larger stations" not being suited to the multi-single
category....this is the recent poster's interpretation of the category...mine is very different....1 will couple an overview of the
category as I see it (and how to enjoy it)
with a summary of how we did it last
month, for the CQ WW CW.

A friend offers to take the 'ol Field Day tribander out of the attic over the garage and
bring it over so you can have a fixed
South/Caribbean antenna - another says
heah - I have a Ham-M in the garage doing
nothing.... suddenly your business now has
two rotary Yagis on the higher bands....

I think you guys are approaching this from
the wrong point of view. If you and some
friends want to do a multi-single:

Well if we have several guys teaming up the
best way to use that many ears is not to have
this manpower sitting around watching TV,
it is to put them to work using this equipment so the ears which were watching TV
are now your spotters, manning the secondary positions....they are busy combing the
bands for the new ones that pop up.

Rather than approaching it as stretching a
single op entry you should view it as an entirely different beast, this is where I think
you are missing out on the fun. If you are a
manager and you have resources available
to you in your business, you seek to maximise them...to create the greatest output for
your "group". This is how I view multisingle contesting.... you are maximising your
resources be they your plant (gear/antennas)
or human resources (the ops).

In order for them to be best able to assist
you they must be able to know what you
have already worked on the band, no sense
in getting excited about 5V7A on 20 meters
when you see he was worked 5 minutes into
the contest! SO, you network computers via
the comm ports....hmmm, you are suddenly
sharing knowledge of what is good DX all
over your station your business is becoming smarter and more efficiently run!

OK, Mr Manager....how are you going to
get the best output for this next business
venture.... well you need to study your
branches locations to best see which one is
going to be the best one to do us proudest i e. - the ham from your group who
has the most antennas (or potential for the
most antennas) is the one who should be

To take full advantage of the rules you have
to be able to see the PacketCluster
spots...so, you as a manager learn about this
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As you will know, the original CDXC
WWW pages were set up and maintained by
Steve Muster, G4UOL. Steve has kindly
agreed to continue to maintain the pages on
behalf of CDXC, and Steve and Paul have
worked together to ensure the smooth move
of the pages to the new site. It is planned to
maintain the old site as well, in the short
term, and in the longer term, put a link to
the new site from Steve's site.
As well as having a more prestigious and
more easily recognised and remembered
URL, this new WWW site gives us the opportunity to enhance the pages, as there is
more space available. It has already been
suggested that we display QSL cards of
DXpeditions in which CDXC members
have participated. I'm sure there are lots of
other ways in which we could enhance the
pages, and encourage members to let me
have their ideas. Please remember that, although Steve maintains the site, all ideas for
changes to the pages must be made via myself. I look forward to hearing from you all.
Our thanks are due to Paul and Steve.
Annual Dinner
A reminder that the Annual Dinner will be
held on Saturday March 21' 4. As I write this,
arrangements are not quite finalised, but
hope that they will be finalised in time to
include a separate flyer with the Newsletter.
The after dinner talk this year will be given
by a member of the February 1998 CDXC
DXpedition team to Spratly (9MOC). My
thanks go to Alan, GOSAH, for all the work
he has put in to organising the event.
Articles for the Newsletter
As a past editor of the Newsletter, I know
how difficult it can be to get input for the
Newsletter from members (Ed: You are
definitely not kidding!). Please remember
that the Newsletter is the voice of the members - it isn't a Committee-produced publication, but a forum where members can tell
other members about their HF amateur radio
experiences. I've often heard it said that

"no-one will be interested in what I've been
doing", but experience also tells me that this
simply isn't true. So, how about letting Bren
have something for upcoming issues? Topics to consider are:
• DXpedition stories - even if it's only a
weekend somewhere - it doesn't need
t eoreb:t a mega-DXpedition to be of interest.
Equipment reviews - if you've purchased a new rig or an accessory, tells
us about how you are getting on with
it. Has anyone experience the new PC
based radios? If so, we'd love to hear
about it.
• Antenna experiences
• Software reviews
• Propagation
• Contesting experiences.
I'm sure there are lots of other topics too.
Please give it a try - the Editor and other
members would really appreciate it.
Newsletter Editor
Our current Editor, Bren, G4DYO, has regrettably indicated that he will not be able to
carry on as Editor after July. However, I'm
very pleased to report that Don Field,
G3XTT, has agreed to stand for the post.
Don is already known for his contribution to
various amateur radio publications, as well
as having already sat in the Editor's chair
previously, so I'm sure that he will do a first
class job.
DXpedition Funding
CDXC and RSGB donated £100 each to the
recent Lord Howe Island DXpedition.
The 9MOC team will receive £300 funding
from CDXC.
The contributions of CDXC and the RSGB
to HF DXpeditions is co-ordinated by
Neville, G3NUG. CDXC has recently
agreed that the GMDX Group's funding
contributions will also be co-ordinated in
this way.

Sign off
You will find an updated membership list
enclosed with this issue. Please check your
entry and let me know of any inaccuracies.
Well, that's about it for this time. Good luck
in the 9MOC pile ups, and good DXing in
1998.

NEWSLETTER PHOTOGRAPHS
As readers will be aware, the reproduction
of photographs in Newsletter has been
pretty dreadful. However, last month the
printer employed a different process for
some of the pictures with the results seen on
pages 11 and 12 and 35-38. For this process
to be used the actual photographs have to be
sent to the printer so such material can no
longer be returned immediately but will be
returned after the issue is published. This
will, unfortunately, place restrictions on the
photographic content but at least it should
be of better quality than in the past.

FOR SALE
1. 1997 Callbook on CDROM £15.00. Information on more than 1,400,000 licensed
radio amateurs world wide. Over 54,000
QSL manager listings. Lots lots more. Alan
Jubb, G3PMR, 01767 677 913. Email
SHACKLOGgaol.ann.

2. Hy-Gain TH-5 Mk. I £200; Cushcraft
A3WS WARC bands beam, with 30m addon kit £250; Cushcraft D-4 dipole, I0-40m,
£150; Cushcraft I 0-3CD 3-ele 10m Yagi
£100; Butternut HF-2V 80/40m vertical
£100, Nelson Quad, slightly damaged, £150;
rotary dipole 17/12m £30. IRCs, 50p each
plus postage. Over 600 available. Don Field,
G3XTT, QTHR, Tel: 0 118 972 4192.
3. BP60 Versatower £300, Gem Quad (minus wires) £250, Ham III Rotator inc cable
£70, Burns TC101 Wavemeter £50, Datong
RF Speech Processor £10, ICS-FAX £80.
Buyers collect (especially the tower and
Quad!!) or pay carriage. G4DYO, tel 01189732393.

REFLECTIONS IN A
ROSEBOWL
A history of the Commonwealth Contest
1931 to 1996) By Bob Whelan G3PJT. £10
including postage in UK S25 US shipped
anywhere else on the planet within reason.
Read this book and then enter this years
contest on the 14 and 15 MARCH 1998.
Available from: Bob Whelan, 36 Green
End, Comberton, Cambridge CB3 7DY

SILENT KEY
We are sorry to report that Allan Taylor,
G3JMO, passed away last September.
The Club extends sympathy to Allan's
XYL and family.

POSTBAG
THE MAKING OF A DXER

software. I still use LOG for some RSGB
contests, but I'll be moving over more and
more to SD simply because Paul keeps it up
to date. I applaud both programs for allowing you to vary the sent RST. Paul put that
into SD at my request.

Dear Don:

I was tickled pink to appear for the first time
in an international publication with my article in the November issue of CDXC Newsletter.

Over the last two years, I have carried out a
great deal of experimentation firstly using
Super-Duper, then CT, and finally TR. Here
are my personal findings.

I've heard of glitches and gremlins; I guess
one or two turned up in the editorial scanner, processor or printer.
However, after this I feel much more like a
REAL CDXC member rather than just a
hanger-on. It'll be even better when I get on
the Honor Roll Chaser table!
Ed: You're dead right, Roland. Apologies
on behalf of all the high technology - and
incredibly stupid gear here. Hi!

After a lot of deliberation, I have finally
settled on TR as I believe that the true advantages are that the programme is very
much alive, it covers more than 50 contests
including IOTA with domestic templates to
allow easy updates for new contests, it has
all of the usual bells and whistles and supports all amateur bands from 160 to light
wave, it includes CW DVP DVK great for
CQing as well as the DXcluster, and Networking facilities. A must for serious contesters.

I have an oldish copy of TR but have never
had enough spare time to become proficient
so I am stuck with CT. Discovered only recently that it puts the FTI000MP into CW
LSB mode, so I have had to teach myself to
scan the band from high to low. I had considered trying the latest version of NA as I
understand it has good 2-radio support but
Jan tells me the band map is not very good.
Also don't forget to mention that Jeff
9HIEL has written CTJ which we used at
9HOA, it also has support for BERU.
DL2NBU has written a program called
SPRINT which works very well for the Eu
sprint, it is very much like CT so no learning curve.

From Roland Smithers, G4HSD:

I thought it came out well, except I would
like you to print an amendment to the word
"coddling", page 27, col 2, para 3, line 6. I
don't want to be thought guilty of malpractice with children so the word should read
"coaching".

I have recently attempted to obtain a copy of
NA for evaluation, only to be informed that
the writer of NA has recently suffered
health problems, and is unable to devote
time to the program.

Larry N6TR will take on board all feasible
recommendations from purchasers to improve the software and has produced a
WISH list of future improvements which he
is constantly working through to give us
punters what we require.
There are lots of groups throughout the
world using the software every weekend and
TR has its own E-Mail reflector which
shows up any bugs very quickly. (ownertrlog@contesting.com )

I will try to keep this report short in that
they all have good and bad points.

Larry also has a very good reputation for
fixing bugs at tremendous speed.

Super-Duper is primarily designed for single operator working from home and is excellent for this. However, it is not really designed for large contest groups who wish to
work Multi Single & Multi Mult; there is no
network or DXcluster facility.

TR is distributed on E-Mail and I receive
my upgrades within hours of them been released.
Should one wish to become an owner of TR.
send an E-Mail to sm3ojr@pobox.com . Jon
is the European agent and is very helpful.

CT is another fascinating programme, and I
believe is the founder of most popular international contest software. However, it has
not been updated for some years and it is
generally acknowledged that the programme
is unlikely to keep pace with its competitors.
Nevertheless, Jim Rossitor personally updates the CT country file on a regular basis
keeping the programme alive and ticking.

Kind regards, Alan Holdsworth GOSAH

Hot Topics
I don't normally like to reproduce material
that has already appeared on the Internet, as
many of you will already have seen it, but I
was so taken with the following by K4OJ
that I beg members' indulgence to feature it
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natively, G3WGV's LOG is still popular for
the RSGB events (I continue to be a fan,
having cut my teeth on LOG from when
John and I used his early versions to achieve
a competitive advantage in NFD). LOG is
distributed by CDXC, and is a handy source
of revenue for the Club, so deserves your
support for that reason if for no other. But
EI5DI is updated more frequently and, for
example, has already been modified to cater
for the exchange of postal region rather than
county code in RSGB contests.

CT is now at version 9, and is a very different animal from the early versions (we first
demonstrated CT publicly in the UK at the
RSGB HF Convention at Daventry in 1990),
although the screen layout has remained essentially unchanged. The main enhancements over the years as far as single-ops are
concerned have been the various interfaces
to PacketCluster, DVP, rig control, rotator
control, etc. The basic logging facilities remain largely unchanged, though many more
contests have been added (CT was designed
originally for the CQWW events). The
band-map (introduced in version 9) is also
an extremely useful feature.

WELCOME!
The following DXers have recently joined CDXC or renewed their membership. We hope that
they will enjoy being members and that they will participate in CDXC activities:
DL2ECZ
GOFUV
G3TBK
JH I AJT
SMOEBP
VOI SA

187
224
321
351 (I0m)
250+
240+

Gerd Hohn
John Mills
Dave Cree
Zorro Miyazawa
Boerge Ravn
Rick Burke

Jachen
East Sussex
Grantham
Yokohama
Aelvsjoe
St. Johns

Correction: In November Newsletter please amend G I4MWA's name to "Fred Ruddell".
(Numbers indicate countries worked)

I have no personal experience of other logging programs, though there are a number
available, many of them developed for specific contesting events, such as the ARI
Italian contests, or for the European Sprint
contests. The benefit of such speciallydeveloped programs is that they handle all
the scoring specific to that contest. The disadvantage is having yet another program to
learn. For my own part, I also look for a
contest logging program which generates an
output that can easily be imported into my
station log. However, it's worth noting that
there are several utility programs now available, including one by I4UFH, which will
convert between the the data structures of
various logging programs, so you can log in
whichever you prefer, but then convert for
scoring, QSLing, producing rate sheets, importing to your station log, or whatever.

For multi-op stations, CT now offers a wide
range of networking facilities, which really
come into their own in a large multi-single
or multi-multi environment.
Two other US-originated programs have become popular, although there are lots of
others. These two are NA (by K8CC) and
N6TR's logging program. NA grew up to
fill a gap left by CT, principally in respect
of US-centred contests, although CT now
deals with most of these contests too. However, NA continues to be popular, without
all the bells and whistles of CT, but with a
solid reputation and a useful practice facility
too.
The N6TR program has been developed by
Tree specifically with the requirements of
the more competitive single-ops in mind,
and eschews the fancy networking facilities
of CT to focus on single-op dual-radio, easier search-and-pounce operation, etc. The
interface is rather different to CT, so it takes
some adapting if you have grown up on CT,
but its fans are plentiful and vocal.

While talking about specialised contesting
programs, let me return to the US and just
mention WF1B's RTTY program, designed
for ease of operating in RTTY contests most QSOs can be completed with just a
few mouse clicks. Can't be bad!
And finally, don't forget the contest training
programs that are available, such as RUFZ
and PED, the latter by JE3MAS and designed to emulate the CT interface. A good
way of keeping your skills honecl, between
contests.

Over on our own side of the Atlantic, there
are many more contest programs to choose
from. You will probably choose one of the
North American offerings for the major
contests, though EI5DI's Super-Duper covers most of them too, and is a favourite
among many UK contesters, because it also
caters for the various RSGB contests. Alter-

From Dave, G4BUO:

UPDATE

-

SPRATLY ISLANDS 1998

Shipping: Nine cases have been shipped by sea. They left Southampton for Kota Kinabalu in
Sabah Malaysia on 30 November. They will arrive in Kota Kinabalu in early January. The total
weight of the cases was 1,386 kgs and the total volume was 5.89 cubic metres. The heaviest case
weighed 325 kgs and the longest containing the Titanex vertical was 6.15 meters long. See our
web pages for the latest photographs.
All the Yaesu equipment has now been shipped from Japan. This will also arrive in Kota Kinabalu in early January where it will be combined with the shipment from the UK. The combined shipment will then be sent to Pulau Layang Layang before our arrival.
Antennas: Prior to shipping all the antennas were fully assembled and then broken down into
suitable lengths for shipping. All booms and elements were colour-coded to facilitate assembly.
There are four Cushcraft HF beams, four-squares for both 40m and 80m utilising Gladiator verticals, phased verticals for 30m and a Titanex for 40m, 80m and top band. With the Battle Creek
Special we will have at least two antennas for virtually every band.
Neville G3NUG recently bought the home-base version of the Titanex vertical for 160m, 80m
and 40m. He has lent this to the DXpedition.
We are also taking around 2000 metres of coax. Tony GOOPB did a wonderful job in fitting
around 150 PL-259 plugs! All the cable ends were sealed before shipment. We have also
shipped 64 heavy guy stakes! We spent around 20 man-days building the antennas and getting
everything ready for shipment.
Timetable: The first main group that now includes all the UK contingent now plans to arrive on
Pulau Layang Layang on Tuesday 10th February. This is two days earlier that originally planned
but this gives us three full days to set up the very extensive antenna farm and the five stations.
The second group arrives on Friday 13th February. We will then be fully operational for at least
nine full days including two complete week-ends.
QSL arrangements: Phil G3SWH, our QSL Manager, is happy to respond to requests for bureau cards by e-mail. (phil@g3swh.demon.co.uk ) . Bob Treacher BRS32525 will be dealing
with cards for SWLs but requests should be routed through Phil. The Malaysian Tourism Promotion Board (MTPB) has agreed to sponsor the printing of the cards -- we are most grateful for
their support.

You asked in the CDXC Newsletter about
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Competition: We are having discussions with MTPB about a possible competition that they
may also sponsor. The rules are still being worked out but prizes could be awarded to those stations making the most band/mode contacts with 9M0C from each continent.
DXpedition Cluster: This has been tested thoroughly and is proving to be very reliable. We are
now using PCMCIA cards as interfaces, to give us an extra COM port on each of our portable
PCs. Recent enhancements include:
1. Full frequency logging
2. The facility for one operator to know the frequencies (and operators) of all the other stations.
3. Logging of both receive and transmit frequency so that we can review how much spectrum
we are using.
Sponsorship: New sponsors include: CDXC, GMDX Group, Dateline DX Association, German
DX Foundation, Gladiator Verticals, Nevada Communications, 599 Report, G3JNB, G3PEM,
GW4VEQ and JH 1 AJT. We are still seeking further sponsors — the costs of shipping have been
higher than anticipated.
Pilots: The following have kindly agreed to act as pilot stations:
1. Europe: Martin G3ZAY

(spraily@diaLpipex.com )

2. North America: Don NI DG (n I dg@ourumieLcorn)
3. Japan: Yoichi JP I NWZ

nwz@aipub.co.jp)

Two metres: We plan a link on two metres to the repeater at a height of 11,000 feet on Mount
Kinabalu in Sabah. This will be an interesting facility, particularly as the CDXC 9MOC team
members contributed to the cost of the repeater
Thank you: We are very grateful to all who have supported us to date. There are a number of
non-amateur organisations who have also made significant contributions. These are good people
to contact if you are planning a DXpedition.
E & K International, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, UK (Eddie and Ken). E & K made numerous
trip's to G3NUG's home to collect all the material for packing. They made the nine special cases
that should be reusable many times. Tel: +44 1442 875471
Straits Express Sdn. Bhd, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (Mr Klaus Riebesehl). Klaus has been handling our shipping matters at the Malaysia end and his advice has been invaluable. Tel: +603
7346041, Fax: +603 7346064
Fast Cargo International UK Ltd (FC1), Basildon, Essex, UK (Mr Phil Sutton). Phil has also
given us invaluable advice particularly about shipping and documentation. Tel: + 44 1268
548811, Fax: +44 1268 548454
ARIS - Amateur Radio Insurance Services, London EC3, UK (Mr David Allison). David arranged insurance cover on the wide range of shipments involved. Tel: +44 171 338 0111, Fax:
+44 171 338 0112
000000000
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subtle about RTTY - brute force and ignorance works every time!).

which I guess isn't too bad for a first attempt. It will also probably be my last effort
with the 204, at least from home, as, by the
time you read this, I should have a new
Force-12 C-4 in the air, to give me 40-10
metre capability (excluding 30m) from one
Yagi.

As it turned out, 20 was rather disappointing. Band openings coincided closely with
what were apparently some good openings
on 15 metres, so activity was relatively
sparse, and high rates were rare. There was
little or nothing on the band between about
0000 and 0500 on both days, and openings
to the US were relatively short, though the
Sunday certainly brought some good propagation to the West Coast, as well as a large
number of KL7s! But there were some nice
highlights, for example during a long-path
run to Japan being called by JROBQD/JD1
on Ogasawara and, later that day, being
called by UAOYAY in zone 23.

I was hoping for maybe one or two other
write-ups of the contests, but I guess they
will have to wait until next time. Suffice to
say that there were some high UK claimed
scores, as some of you may have seen from
the PacketCluster system or from the Internet. I particularly want to mention
GW3YDX's excellent effort on 80 metres in
the CW event. It's not that long ago that the
100 country barrier was first broken on 80,
and yet Ron managed an incredible 120
countries. He was using a delta-loop for
transmitting, supplemented by Beverages

My final tally was 502k points from 1579
QSOs (3261 QSO points), 120c, 34z. Well
short of G3FXB's 1988 UK record of over
700k, but perhaps not too bad considering
20m conditions. And I came away with the
feeling that the 204BA, despite being a
"small" monobander, puts out a substantially better signal than my TH5, with a
cleaner pattern.

for receiving.

CONTEST SOFTWARE
I said last time that I would devote part of
this column to the topic of software for
contest logging. This is a very different
matter to station logging, as the requirements are completely different. While a station logging programme needs to be able to
handle and index tens of thousands of contacts, and to be able to produce reports of a
variety of sorts (for different awards, etc.), a
contest logging programme will be tailored
to the specific logging and scoring requirements of one or more contests, with the emphasis on ease of use in the pressured environment of contest operating. It will also include a number of other contest-specific
features, such as serial numbers, rate sheets,
etc.

There has been quite a debate on the Contest
Reflector, as always around CQWW time,
about how hard it is for the "little guns" to
compete against those with multiple towers
and stacked antennas. However, I am quite
convinced that most of us can compete at
least at a continental if not at a world level
by entering the single-band categories. With
one tower you can put up a monoband quad
or Yagi and be reasonably competitive. It
really doesn't require several acres of land
out in the country. Just recently, for example, John G3HCT reminded me that some
years ago he had a 10-year run of 15m single-band continental wins (quite an
achievement!). For this he used his regular
triband quad, but with the addition especially forthe contest of a second, 15m quad,
fixed on the long-path to JA.

Probably the majority of CDXC members
will have at least a passing acquaintance
with K1EA's CT, which must now be regarded as the grand-daddy of contest logging programs (though many of us certainly
used computers for specific tasks such as
dupe checking long before the ubiquitous
"IBM PC" arrived on the scene).

In the event, it looks as though I may take
3rd in Europe as a reward for my efforts,
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qiez davrtr- 00, r,ea, 0X7T
The New Year has little direct relevance in
contest terms, as our "season" effectively
runs from September through to the end of
the March, or thereabouts. However, there is
one contest challenge that is based on the
calendar year, namely the RSGB Contest
Championship. Collect points for each of
the RSGB HF events you enter (or, at least,
those which count towards the Championship), and you could end up with a piece of
silverware to decorate the mantelpiece.

ing the CQs of others. It was rather frustrating to hear, for example, GMOILB in the
Shetlands, working his way across the band
calling people, and to be unable to attract
his attention. I ended with just 315 QSOs,
for a claimed score of just over 25k. For the
first time I posted my log to CQ via Internet,
a process which worked smoothly, and
within a few days it was possible to access
the CQ Web Site and to check that my log
had arrived safely and legibly. This has to
be the way to go for contest log submissions.

Looking back, we have just experienced the
most intensive contest period of the year,
and are perhaps enjoying a little relaxation.
Conditions during the Phone leg of CQWW
were good, with lots of DX on the high
bands, and some high scores. Band conditions during the CW leg were mixed, with a
couple of good 10m openings to the US, but
with all the high bands closing almost simultaneously in the evening. 160m offered
rather less than the last two years, but 80
and 40 were buzzing.

For the CW leg, the solar indices augured
well, with flux of 1 1 1 and both K and A at
zero on the Friday of the contest weekend.
However, the bands turned out to be like the
proverbial parson's egg, good in parts. John
ON4UN's write-up of the OT7T operation
gives a good flavour. Congratulations are
certainly due to Ron GW3YDX, who
achieved an absolutely stunning score on 80
metres, despite losing an hour of peak time
due to computer problems. He is claiming
591,769 points from 2252 QSOs, 120 countries and 31 zones. This is a great follow-on
to his enormous 40-metre Assisted score in
1996.

For my own part, in the Phone leg I decided
to do something completely different, and
entered the 80-metre low-power category,
partly because there had never been a UK
entry in this category, so I was reasonably
sure of setting a new record! However, n
retrospect, it is not an experience I would
want to repeat. 80 metres was a tough nut to
crack this year, even in the high power category, as Steve G4JVG would testify, having
struggled and eventually given up, operating
from G3NUG's QTH. Operating low power
was like having your teeth pulled, but went
on for rather longer. It was quite common to
call an S9+ station, and have him continue
CQing in my face. I heard pretty well every
Caribbean contest operation, but only
worked PJ9B (who were apparently using a
4-element wire beam fixed towards Europe).
Only on a couple of occasions was I able to
hold a run frequency for more than a QSO
or two, so I spent most of the time answer-

Having operated single-band 160 in CQWW
CW for the past few years, I decided it was
time to try something different. Some years
ago I had bought a (very) secondhand HyGain 204BA, but had never used it, so it
seemed like a good opportunity to rectify
the omission.
I've used monobanders before, though not
from home but, having got it in the air on
the Friday morning before the contest, my
impressions were very favourable. There
was plenty of pre-contest activity, and I was
easily able to work everything I called, including SUIGS on RTTY through a sizeable pile-up, and did the same with DXIHB
the day after the contest (and there's nothing
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DXCC AWARDS
This CDXC Newsletter feature lists all UK HF DXCC participants appearing in QST®, including callsigns and their DXCC credits.:
NEW MEMBERS

ENDORSEMENTS

Mixed: GOVBD
G3ZMS
G4LAD
G4YLM

168
109
107
151

Phone:

2 13

GOMPR

Mixed: GOWAZ
G3TMA
G4XRV
GM4KLO

THOUGHTS OF AN HONOR
ROLL CHASER

326
334
251
330

Phone:

GOLJH

196

CW:
40m

G4XRV
G4XRV

240
135

the 'wanted list'. What puzzles me is that it
seems to be within 'reasonable' reach and
does not require an icebreaker or chopper to
get there. It belongs to the Commonwealth
as I have gathered from the RSGB Contesting Guide and my National Geographic Atlas tells me it, or rather they, belong to Mauritius, 3B8, which is also Commonwealth
and available 12 to the dozen! With myriads
of tourists going to S7 and 3B8 year by
year, I wonder what it is that makes these
islands so conspicuously rare and that they
have escaped the keen DX-Peditioners, who
instead flock to 5V (with Voodoo and
WAWA!) and Spratly with all its Far Eastern charm, just to name a few.

Herb Asmussen, GOWAZ

When the elusive ones have been narrowed
down to just five. Did I say "JUST FIVE"?
Only five? Well what are they?
P5, of course. The bit in Neville's report
from Tokyo was most interesting. Has anyone noticed a pile-up of G's outside the
North Korean Embassy in London??? Guess
it will take a while and probably join
the 'only P5 wanted-Club' and wait before
being able to order that elusive #1 plaque.
A5, I must have missed this one in 1990, so
I'll book that to the 'one that got away' category. There is always the hope that VU2JBS
or someone else will find his way to Bhutan.

So, I keep chasing 'em.

VU7, - having been involved with business
in that area during the seventies, nothing
surprises me. So, 1'11 wait and see until Andaman surprises me!
T33, here there is hope: I missed the previous occasions or ZL 1 AMO missed his gear
and or plane. I have sent Ron a love-letter
hoping to get him set for T33 before too
long.
That leaves 3B6/7, Agalega & St. Brandon,
and that is one that does not stop puzzling
me. I do not know when this was last aired,
but as far as I remember it is quite high on

Herb 's 7H11 antenna
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DXCC FIELD CHECKING IN THE UK
The DX Century Club (DXCC) Award issued by ARRL is one of the longest running and most
sought after of DX operating awards. The certificate is obtained by confirming contacts with
100 different countries. The award can then be endorsed as further countries are confirmed up
to the current total of 329 countries. Separate awards are available for CW, SSB RTTY as well
as single band awards for the 160, 80, 40, 10 and 6 metre bands

working us & for the SWL reports.

GB 100FI or GB100LP or our friends in
England at Brean Down operating
GB100BD then you can claim this historic
award by send $8 or 10 IRC's to awards
manager GWOANA, QTHR. in any call
book.

We have a very nice full colour commemorative QSL card going out to all.
The Society has also produced a very nice
Marconi Centenary Award. If you worked

Until recently all QSL cards submitted for the award had to be sent to the ARRL HQ in USA for
checking. There has been an field checking programme operating in the USA for a few years
and now the RSGB has been invited to take part in an experiment to extend field checking to
selected countries outside of the USA. This is a result of the successful visits to the RSGB's HF
Convention by members of the ARRL's DXCC staff.
As this is an experiment, and in order that the integrity of the DXCC programme can be maintained, ARRL have selected 250 countries from the full DXCC country list. QSL cards from the
listed countries only may be field checked. This list is shown separately. Only countries listed
should be submitted for checking, cards from other countries will be returned and not checked.
The approved DXCC Field Checkers for the UK are Jim Kellaway, G3RTE; Rob Ferguson
GM3YTS and Fred Handscombe, G4BWP. Details of who to send your cards to are shown on
the next page.
The DXCC programme has a new fee structure in 1998. All participants in the DXCC programme are now charged a fee, but there are reduced fees for members of ARRL. Fees for cards
checked in the UK should be sent in Pounds Sterling (cheques preferred) with your application.
DO NOT send US dollars to the field checkers. In addition sufficient postage for the return of
your QSL cards should be included. The DXCC fees are as follows:

Aerial view of Flaiholm Island

£7.00 (all applicants)

First DXCC Award Application

First submission in a calendar year (Jan to Dec) £7.00 (ARRL Member)
£14.00 (non-member)
Additional submissions in a calendar year

£14.00 (ARRL Member)
£21.00 (non-member)

New or replacement DXCC Certificates
(includes a new DXCC badge)

£7.00 (:All applicants)

The first submission in a calendar year may contain claims for up to 120
QSOs. Additional QSOs (over 120) will be charged at 10 pence per QSO
for all applicants.
Additional submissions in a calendar year may contain claims for up to 100
QSOs. Additional QSOs (over 100) will be charged at 10 pence per QSO
for all applicants.
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The operators, I to r: DL9RCF, GW3TKH, GW4UZW, GW3WBU, GW4LFV, MWIAML,
DLIRCB, DL9RDZ DL8RBL, GWOKZG, GW4MOG, GWOANA
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mat is still there. So imagine a vertical
40/80 sat on a great big copper earth mat
50ft x 50ft, surrounded by salt water of the
Bristol channel, you can be sure we give out
a fantastic signal "DX-iNG" at such low angle.

stretch of water towards Lavemock Point,
knowing that exactly 100 years ago to the
day it had been crossed by radio and felt a
warm glow of pride in all the people who
had worked so hard to make this reenactment happen. The Consular party then
proceeded to the radio station set up in the
Victorian barrack building built in 1866 and
still in great shape.

After a lot of hard work the gang of four
took time out for dinner and cracked open a
couple of cans of beer. They rested and tried
to dry out after their very hard labours. By
the clock it was 20.00 GMT and they had
worked since 09.00 and now GBIOOFI was
ready to go on air. They had the antennas
rigged, 3 HF rigs ready and the UHF plus
VHF all awaiting to squirt "RF" into the
ether. A great job done by all. All that remained was for the rest of the crew to join
them and the party would begin in earnest.

As the party entered the room the sounds of
a massive pileup filled the air and the excitement of the occasion took over, as TV
camera men & sound engineers rushed
around. In this cacophony of noise of excitement I then invited the Consular to pass
a message to Italy which he did. This was a
great moment as 100 years ago an Italian
had transmitted a mile or so across water
now the Italian Consular was talking to Italy. The Vice Consular was nearly overcome with the emotion of the occasion
reached for the mike pressing the PTT then
with all the feeling of his Italian fellow
countryman Marconi he sends greetings to
an Italian Ham. GBIOOFI was on air and the
pile-ups had begun.

Tuesday the 13 th May 1997 dawned bright
& sunny with just a little wind. I was very
excited as today was going to be very interesting. Not only was GB1OOFI going to recreate that first ever radio transmission across
water, but the Italian Vice Consular was
coming to Flatholm together with other
civic dignitaries of the City of Cardiff to
unveil The Barry Amateur Radio Society's
commemorative sculpture to Marconi. As
Chairman of the Society I felt so proud of
the members, then dressed in my Victorian
frock coat I set off in the boat for Flatholm
surrounded by hoards of press & TV camera
crews. Our sculpture & radio recreation had
caused such a lot excitement that I felt sure
amateur radio would get a lot of useful news
coverage out of the event. (This later was to
be proved; every paper & TV news cast
covered the event in Wales, with the "Independent" giving us half a page nationally).

As our guests took their leave of the island I
waved them goodbye and returned to the
shack then sitting down, with a heart filled
with joy & buzzing with adrenaline, I pick
up the mic. On a clear frequency I called
"CQ CQ CQ de GB100F1 QRZ" almost at
once I'm swamped by waves of call signs
crashing into our island shack, the pile-up
has arrived and one could feel the spirit of
Marconi reverberating around that old Victorian room. Yes, Mr Marconi, even after
100 years your "Wire-LESS" is still going
strong from Flatholm island. QRZ QRZ de
GBIOOFI.

Once the boat arrived at Flatholm, the Italian Vice Consular, Mr. Dominica Casetta,
together with our guests, went to the island
farmhouse to perform the official unveiling
of Marconi' s centenary sculpture. With due
ceremony the sculpture draped in the twin
flags of Wales & Italy was unveiled. With
my thoughts now turned to Marconi and his
fantastic achievement, I looked across the

GB 100FI stayed on the island from the 12 th May and during those 4 days worked 16
125 DXCC countries and made around 5200
QSO's. These Q's were a mix of SSB, CW,
ARQ, Factor, SSTV, FM, UHF SSB, VHF
SSB. We tried to give as many guys a
chance to be part of history. I and Barry
Amateur Radio Society thank you all for
40

The QSL cards sent for checking must be accompanied by a completed application form. The
rear of the form listing the QSL cards submitted MUST be completed. In addition a suitable
stamped envelope for the return of your cards should be sent.
In addition to countries not on the list of field checked countries, cards for "deleted" countries
and those for contacts on the 160m band will not be checked. Field checkers will not become
involved in decisions as to whether a particular card will "count" for DXCC or not. This decision will remain with DXCC staff at ARRL.
Finally the DXCC programme does not accept applications from short wave listeners. However
RSGB has its own DX Listeners Century Club Award and details of this can be obtained from
G4BWP QTHR.
DXCC FIELD REPRESENTATIVES
To get your QSL cards checked:
If you live in England (G or M prefix and GX/MX) send your cards, return postage, application
form, proof of ARRL membership (if applicable) and fee to:
Jim Kellaway G3RTE,
110 Mimms Hall Road,
Potters Bar,
Herts,
EN6 3DY
If you live in the rest of the United Kingdom (GD, GI, GJ, GM, GU, GW, and equivalent M
and club prefixes) send your cards, return postage, application form, proof of ARRL membership (if applicable) and fee to:
Rob Ferguson, GM3YTS,
24 Braemar Avenue,
Dunblane,
FK15 9ED
(If you want to claim or endorse a DXCC Award for an "overseas" callsign send the cards to
your normal "home" checker.)
Requests for information, application forms etc. should be sent, with a large SAE, to:
Fred Handscombe, G4BWP,
Sandholm,
Bridge End Road,
Red Lodge,
Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk,
IP28 8LQ
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DXCC COUNTRIES ELIGIBLE FOR FIELD CHECKING (250 COUNTRIES)

3A
3B8
3B9
3C

Monaco
Mauritius
Rodriguez Is.
Equatorial
Guinea
3D2
Conway Reef
3D2
Fiji
3D2
Rotuma Is
3DA
Swaziland
4S
Sri Lanka
4U-ITU ITU HQ
4U-UN UN HQ
4X
Israel
5B
Cyprus
5H
Tanzania
5N
Nigeria
5T
Mauritania
5V
Togo
5W
Western Samoa
5Z
Kenya
6W
Senegal
6Y
Jamaica
7P
Lesotho
7Q
Malawi
7X
Algeria
8P
Barbados
8Q
Maldives
8R
Guyana
9H
Malta
9J
Zambia
9K
Kuwait
9L
Sierra Leone
9M2
West Malaysia
9M6
East Malaysia
9N
Nepal
9Q
Dem. Rep.
Of Congo
9V
Singapore
9X
Rwanda
9Y
Trinidad
& Tobago
A2
Botswana
A3
Tonga
A4
Oman
A6
UAE

A7
A9
AP
BV
BY
C2
C3
C5
C6
CE
CEO
CEO

Qatar
Bahrain
Pakistan
Taiwan
China
Nauru
Andorra
The Gambia
Bahamas
Chile
Easter Is
Juan Fernandez
Is.
CE9/ KC4
Antarctica
CN
Morocco
CO
Cuba
CP
Bolivia
CT
Portugal
CT3
Madeira Is.
CU
Azores
CX
Uruguay
CYO
Sable Is.
CY9
St. Paul Is.
D4
Angola
D6
Comoros
DL
Fed. Rep of
Germany
DU
Philippines
EA
Spain
EA6
Balearic Is.
EA8
Canary Is.
EA9
Ceuta & Melilla
El
Ireland
EL
Liberia
ES
Estonia
F
France
FG
Guadeloupe
FH
Mayotte
FK
New Caledonia
FM
Martinique
FO
French Polynesia
FP
St Pierre
& Miquelon
FR
Reunion
FS
Saint Martin

14

FT8W
FT8X
FT8Z
FW
FY
G

GD
GI
GJ
GM
GU
GW
H4
HA
HB
HBO
HC
HC8
HH
HI
HK
HKO
HKO
HL
HP
HR
HS
HV
HZ
ISO
J2
J3
J5
J6
J7
J8
JA
JD I
JD1
JT

Crozet Is.
Kerguelen Is.
Amsterdam
& St. Paul Is.
Wallis
& Futuna Is.
French Guiana
England
Isle of Man
Northern Ireland
Jersey
Scotland
Guernsey
Wales
Solomon Is.
Hungary
Switzerland
Liechtenstein
Ecuador
Galapagos Is.
Haiti
Dominican Rep.
Colombia
Malpelo Is.
San Andres
& Providencia
South Korea
Panama
Honduras
Thailand
Vatican
Saudi Arabia
Italy
Sardinia
Djibouti
Grenada
Guinea-Bissau
St. Lucia
Dominica
St. Vincent
Japan
Minami
Torishima
Ogasawara
Mongolia

their SSTVDATA Pack and Mark Hann
DIASAW who supplied us the latest version
of his SSTV programe DL4SAW encrypted
as GB1OOFI. This encryption of our special
callsign caused Mark a little work as it was
the first 7 digit call sign from Wales and as
such his program did not like the call and
had to be re-written. After Mark did this
work and put in GB100F1 it worked like a
dream and the quality of the pictures received on Flatholm Island using DL I SAW
and a simple op amp hamcom type interface
was superb. I cannot fault it and highly recommend anyone that is interested in SSTV
at low cost should have a look at the registered version of DL4SAW; you will not be
disappointed. My next thought was our
other planned data mode - Amtor & Factor.
For this I used the G4BMK Multiterm with
the GBIOOPI software supplied by Mike
G4BMK. I have used Mike's software for
years. I broadcast the RTTY news for
BARTG each month and use Mike's Multiterm which again I find excellent and very
accurate in decoding all the DATA modes.
Once again in action on Flatholm Island the
Multiterm in Amtor & Factor was excellent
and it gave DATA QSOs to the deserving
on Marconi's Centenary.
This was a unique special event, on an island, that had only one landing area which
was at the mercy of the weather. If it blew
up rough we may not be able to get on the
island so could miss the whole event, which
would be a disaster and a great disappointment for all. Therefore I had to draw up
contingency plans. I knew that I had to have
a radio station operational on the island on
the 13 th May 1997 Centenary Day come
what may. To give me extra time I had
wanted the team to go over to the island on
Sunday the 11th May but, due to the island
being first and foremost a nature reserve, all
the island rangers were busy doing a seabird
"Head Count". All non essential personnel
therefore must keep off so as not to hamper
this vital work. We all had to be aware that
the island serves it's Nature conservation
purpose first and foremost and our radio

event must take second place, but the Warden knew the importance of the event to us
all and tried so very hard to assist us. This
he did by allowing a small "Spear Head"
party of 4 guys to go out on Monday the 12 th
Maytoerchns.S,atfirlgh
on a grey morning, 4 guys loaded down
with all the equipment for a major IOTA
Expedition set off from Barry Dock, South
Wales and headed out into the Bristol
Channel en route for Flatholm Island. On
arrival the 4 guys, Brian , GW3WBU , Alf,
MW1A/vfL, Ronnie, DLIRCB, & Clive
GW4MOG set about hauling the mountain
of gear up the I OOft cliff to the top of the so
called "Flat Helm".
After a well earned cup of coffee the guys
started building the antennas. At around this
time the heavens opened and down came the
rain. There was nothing for it but to get wet
and carry on as the show must go on as the
crew have a deadline to meet and what's "a
lot of rain between friends" hi hi! Working
in dreadful conditions they put up the 3
element Yagi on a home-brew aluminium
40 foot pole & "A framed" base. The next
job was to put up our "Top Band" doublet
which, thanks to the kindness of the Trinity
Lighthouse authorities, was hung at one end
from the Flatholm Island Lighthouse light
gallery at around 150 feet above sea level.
The other end was tied off to guyed aluminium poles at 45 feet. The doublet was
made with silver wire found at a flea market. The seller was unaware that the wire
was silver and I got it for $5 for a 500 ft reel
of the stuff at 12wg. Best buy of my life. I
could melt the stuff down into a silver ingot
but the antenna is worth more to me as it
works brilliantly, reckon all antennas should
be silver hi!
The next antenna to go up was a 40/80 metre Butternut vertical. This is always installed near the lighthouse in the middle of a
large copper earth mat that was put down
years ago by Trinity House when they had a
marine beacon radiating from a tower. The
beacon & tower are long gone but the earth
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event, which helps keep alive in the minds
of radio hams around the world how &
where radio DXing originated. As 1997 was
to be the centenary of this historical event, I
and members of the Society discussed ways
in which it could be commemorated. After
many meetings at the club a format was
formalised and we decided to have two special events: one at Lavernock Point and the
other on the island itself. I would try for two
special callsigns - GB100LP and GB100FI,
which we achieved after a lot of help and
effort.

who just loved it and he agreed to support
our application to have the sculpture erected
on the island. In due course all approvals
were given and Alf, MWIAML started to
create the sculpture.
Once this was underway I went back to
planning the actual amateur radio side of the
whole commemoration. First I needed a
crew for the island. As our society was putting on two stations it was going to be a little difficult to man them both 24 hours a day
but I was sure going to try. I e-mailed my
DL friend in Passau Bavaria, Alois
DLSRBL, who had been to Flatholm 2 years
before and said he would come again given
the chance. I also emailed DL9RCF Dr
Markus and Hansi DL9RDZ, who said they
would come and Ronnie DLIRCB was also
interested, so now I had 4 friends from
Germany and 8 guys from the club. I had a
full crew. I called them the "Dirty Dozen
DXers" as each one had a unique skill from
rigging to cooking and each would come
into their own and become useful on an island.

I also had one other idea I wanted to float
around, this was to get a commemorative
sculpture made and - even more difficult once it was made could we get permission
to erect it on Flatholm Island?
My first task was to ask a friend in the club,
Alf Comick, MW1AML, who is a very fine
artist, if he would consider designing a suitable sculpture for the centenary. After outlining my thoughts to Alf he said he would
put some ideas on paper and work on it. My
next task was to approach the owners of the
island - Cardiff City Council - and the
Flatholm Project who are the managers of
this nature reserve. After a couple of meetings with all concerned I was getting a lot of
good feedback and everyone supported the
idea of a "Centenary Sculpture" for Marconi. All they needed was a plan of what
was being proposed. At our next club
meeting I asked Alf how the design was
coming along. He said "I've done it". He
opened his case and showed me his drawing, which was brilliant in its simplicity - a
zig zag of stainless steel supported on a
earth rod reaching up to the sky. Alf had
conceived this idea as being representative
of The Spark of Marconi' s idea, which was
translated into a spark-gap transmitter that
radiated via a spark of electricity into the
ether. This sculpture would be mounted on a
stone cairn built from rocks of limestone
taken from the island foreshore, to represent
the earth & water crossing. I took Al 's plan
to the Island projects manager Kevin Hogan

Now it was time to get the equipment together, as we intended to run 3 HF stations
plus UHF & VHF to give as many guys the
chance of working GB100FI on the centenary of Marconi's first ever transmission
across water. Getting so much equipment I
found was very difficult. I was also amazed
at the various companies that never reply. It
is most ungentlemanly behaviour. But not
all Ham radio companies ignored my plea
for help & support in our attempt to recreate
the 100 year centenary of the world's first
IOTA & First DXpedition. Yaesu UK were
very quick off the mark - they loaned us a
pair of FTI000MP's for which I was most
appreciative. The linear was also a brilliant
piece of kit loaned to us by Linear Amp UK.
It was also planned to run SSTV for the
very first time from the island as, in keeping
with Marconi's memory, the Society
thought that we should still run some kind
of experimental mode. This was agreed and
due to Venus Electronics Ltd who loaned us
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JW
JX
JY
K
KC6,T8
KG4
KHO
KH2
KH3
KH4
KH6
KH7K
KH8
KH9
KL
KP2
KP4
LA
LU
LX
LY
LZ
OA
OD
OE
OH
OHO
OJO
ON
OX
OY
OZ
P2
P4
PA
PJ2,4,9
PJ5-8

PY
PYOF
PYOT
PZ

Svalbard
Jan Mayen
Jordan
USA
Belau (WCI)
Guantanamo
Bay
Mariana Is.
Guam
Johnson Is.
Midway Is.
Hawaii
Kure Is.
American
Samoa
Wake Is.
Alaska
Virgin Is.
Puerto Rico
Norway
Argentina
Luxembourg
Lithuania
Bulgaria
Peru
Lebanon
Austria
Finland
Aland Is.
Market Reef
Belgium
Greenland
Faroe Is.
Denmark
PNG
Aruba
Netherlands
Neth. Antilles
St. Maarten,
Saba,
St. Eustatius
Brazil
F. de Noronha
Trinidade &
Martim Vaz Is.
Suriname

R1FJ
S7
S9
SM
SP
ST
STO
SU
SV
SV5
SV9
T2
T30
T31
T32
T33
T7
TA
TF
TG
TI
TI9
TJ
TK
TL
TR
TU
TY
TZ
V2
V3
V4
V5
V6
V7
V8
VE
VK
VKO
VK9C
VK9L
VK9M

Franz Josef
Land
Seychelles
Sao Tome &
Principe
Sweden
Poland
Sudan
Southern Sudan
Egypt
Greece
Dodecanese
Crete
Tuvalu
W. Kiribati
C. Kiribati
E. Kiribati
Banaba Is.
San Marino
Turkey
Iceland
Guatamala
Costa Rica
Cocos Is.
Cameroon
Corsica
Central Africa
Congo
Cote d'Ivoire
Benin
Mali
Antigua &
Barbuda
Belize
St. Kitts & Nevis
Namibia
Micronesia
Marshall Is.
Brunei
Canada
Australia
Maquarie Is.
Cocos-Keeling
Is.
Lord Howe Is.
Mellish Reef
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VK9N
VK9W
VK9X
VP2E
VP2M
VP2V
VP5

Norfolk Is.
Willis Is.
Christmas Is.
Anguilla
Monserrat
British Virgin Is.
Turks & Caicos
Is.
VP8
Falkland Is.
VP8, LU S Georgia Is.
VP8, LU S Orkney Is.
VP8,LU S Sandwich Is.
VP9
Bermuda
VQ9
Chagos Is.
VR2
Hong Kong
VR6
Pitcairn Is.
VU
Andaman &
Nicobar Is.
VU
India
VU
Lakshadweep Is.
XE
Mexico
XT
Burkina Faso
XX9
Macao
YB
Indonesia
YJ
Vanuatu
YL
Latvia
YN
Nicaragua
YO
Romania
YS
El Salvador
YU
Yugoslavia
Z2
Zimbabwe
ZB2
Gibraltar
ZC4
Cyprus SBA
ZD7
St. Helena
ZD8
Ascension Is.
ZD9
Tristan da Cuhna
& Gough Is.
ZF
Cayman Is.
ZK1
S. Cook Is.
ZK2
Niue
ZL
New Zealand
ZL7
Chatham Is.
ZP
Paraguay
ZS
South Africa
ZS8
Prince Edward
& Marion Is

g-4/6e4/ Topics
nary QSO. He will probably feel obliged to
spend many hours on the air, just to give all
of you that special contact. But the more
hours he spends, the more QS0s, and the
more QSL cards he will have to deal with.
Generally I would expect this ham to only
respond to specific requests for QSL cards.
As it costs him both time and money, I
would not expect him to spend extra time on
sorting out a bad address; trying to confirm
a faulty date/time/frequency/call, etc.

QSL PRACTICES
(Taken from the DX Reflector)
Gentlemen, I am appalled at some of the
messages I have been reading on this reflector, in regard to DX stations who may or
may not be honest. From the last few days
it is evident that a few subscribers are engaging mouth without engaging brain, and
certainly without any regard for the niceties
of normal human relationships. In my
country, as in many others, some of these
statements would qualify as slander, and
certainly justification for legal action.

And on to the postal services: This is clearly
a major problem in some countries, and I'm
afraid that South Africa must join this list. I
have sent out a fair number of cards direct,
over the past year, hoping to receive a card
from a DX who falls into the above category. How many have I received back? To
date, the total is around 5! Either my cards
are not reaching the DX, or his/her response
is not reaching me. Of this number, 2 were
received 'Found damaged, and sealed by the
postal authorities'! In both cases I carefully
opened the envelopes from the other end to
observe the damage. In both cases the damage did not appear to have been caused by
automatic sorting equipment, but by someone slitting open the end of the envelope. I
presume that, when no money was found,
the envelopes were chucked back into the
mail stream, and some other, more honest,
operator, resealed them. (for which I thank
him/her!)

Let me put a few items in perspective, from
a country which, while not in any sense
'rare', qualifies as a DX to much of stateside.
I joined this hobby in order to have fun and
for some relaxation. I did not go into it in
order to start a business, or offer a service,
whether for profit or not. I am sure that this
also applies to the large majority of others
out there as well.
Many times when I go on the air, with a
simple 100 watts and a low antenna, I hear
many stations calling, just to make a ZS
contact. Many of the contacts ask for QSL
cards, and I am happy to respond as I am
able. It costs time and money to print and
dispatch cards. I try to QSL 100% via the
bureau system, but some countries are not
served by bureaux. If I receive a card direct,
I will invariably reply direct. Some of these
QSLs received direct will contain an IRC or
a green stamp; others do not. On a Saturday
afternoon, after a long hard week at the
saltmine, I have a choice: Attend to QSLs,
or get on the air. Which would you choose?

Get a QSL manager in another country?
Get real! I joined this hobby for fun, experimentation, social contact, contests, etc. Not to get involved in setting up a complex
business, and certainly not to oblige someone else to do the work for me, for little, if
any, benefit to himself. I know many QSL
managers do an excellent job, but see how
those who may not quite meet up to your
standards are treated on this reflector. I
wouldn't wish that on my worst enemy,
never mind a friend.

Now, I try to put myself in the position of a
ham in a really rare country. It is just a
hobby, but whenever he goes on the air he is
bombarded with callers, making it hard
work, and impossible just to have an ordi-
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south coast. There it entered the water again
at the end of Southsea Pier to be terminated
on yet another copper plate; this mainland
circuit being 52 miles from Hurst Castle
Point to Southsea Pier. At Southampton on
the mainland he connected a Theiler
Sounder which is a rapid make & break
buzzer . This circuit was powered by 30 Leclanche cells and a brass pounder sent the
Morse. The Morse signals were clearly
heard on the line at Newport, IOW. Sir William had crossed the mile & half of water
using electromagnetic induction but had yet
to find the wonder of electromagnetic radiation of Herzian Waves. He had to wait 14
years until in March 1896 when a young
man of just 22 came into his London office
with his home brewed spark gap transmitter.
Marconi demonstrated his amazing black
box by sending a Morse signal across
Whitehall from the roof of the post office
headquarters. In September 1896, Marconi
went to Salisbury Plain to demonstrate his
transmitter to the British army and other interested parties. However, as they had a perfectly sound system already in operation,
namely "Telegraphy by wires on poles", the
army was not that interested in a "Wireless
free gadget" that could only send a signal
for a mile or so. Despite this lack of enthusiasm from the Army, all was not lost as the
Post Office and Sir William Preece in particular were very interested as he could see
that Marconi's invention had potential.
Therefore following the completion of the
Salisbury tests Sir William Preece invited
Marconi & George Kemp his assistant to
South Wales. William Preece had himself
carried out various tests around the coast of
Wales and had sent a Morse signal from
Flatholm using electromagnetic induction
from parallel wires. The Morse signal was
induced into a parallel wire connected to a
pair of telephones which decoded the make
and break electrical signal, the power being
supplied from a 2hp Marshalls engine
working a Pyke & Harris alternator at 192
alternations a sec producing 15 amps.

& George Kemp arrived from London and
went to Lavemock Point, South Wales.
They stayed with Mrs. Williams at Lavernock Farm as paying guests. A local lady
called Blanche Vaughn, the sister of the
Sexton & Parish clerk of St. Augustines
church Lavernock, who was in service at
Lavernock Farm at that time, recorded in
her memoirs "the strange habits of Mr. Marconi & Mr. Kemp who would row over to
Flatholm island daily accompanied by a
strange collection of boxes and wires" (The
typical collection on any I.O.TA DXpedition, hi hi!).
Then one afternoon as Mrs Williams &
Blanche were in the drawing room, talking
and doing a little light sewing, glancing up
now and again to a clock like object that did
not tick or seem to work (Galvanometer). It
had been placed on the drawing room table
that very morning by Mr. Marconi and he
had asked them to watch it for any movement. The two ladies chatted away when
suddenly the hand swung and became agitated and continued to move off and on for
over an hour. Later that evening Marconi
returned to the farm for dinner in a very excited condition. He at once asked the ladies
had they seen the Galvanometer pointer
move. When they confirmed that had, he informed them both they had witnessed his
first ever "wireless telegraphy over water".
The ladies were understandingly bemused
by the whole affair not realising that on that
day radio history had been made. On the
13th May 1897 after 3 days of tests George
Kemp on Flatholm Island had successfully
sent an electromagnetic radiated "Herzian
Wave" across water using a 20 inch spark at
a freq. of around 1.7 MHz, close to our present day Top Band. It is not recorded if the
two ladies realised the enormity of that
moment or if they indeed understood what
was going on just off the coast from their
drawing room window.
For the last 25 years Barry Amateur Radio
Society has been going every year to
Flatholm to commemorate this historic

On Thursday the 6 th of May 1897 Marconi
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like a plane tree leaf being around 550 yards
from north to south and in width 480 yards
east to west, an area of approx. 56 acres. It
is a low lying flat topped island rising from
15 feet at its lowest ordnance survey datum
point rising to 96 feet above O.D. in the east
by the lighthouse. It is made of carboniferous limestone with the central plateau covered in stiff red clay. There is a series of
yellow limestone, shales and porcellanous
limestone containing fossils of gastropods,
brachiopods and warm sea corals as once
millions of years ago the British isles were
as hot as Florida. The earliest recorded information on the island is from the "Parker
manuscript" of the "Anglo-Saxon Chronicle" of 917 AD where we read of a great pirate hoard coming over from Brittany,
Northern coast of France, under the command of two Scandinavian noblemen "Ohtor & Hroald". These two war lords raided
and pillaged. They kidnapped the Cyfeilog
the Bishop of Archenfield and King Edward
paid £40 to get him back. These Viking
bandits continued to plunder the coastal
villages of Wales & England which angered
the king who sent out his army to put an end
to this plundering. In the ensuing battle
Hroald was killed and the Scandinavian pirates having taking heavy losses retreated to
Flatholm island. Now their troubles began
as Flatholm has no water so cannot support
life. As a result many of the raiders were
soon to perish from hunger and thirst, those
that survived soon departed to Ireland and
fresh pastures. The island over the centuries
has had a very chequered history from its
days of pirate raiders through a monastic
retreat for Cytha Mother of King Harold of
1066 fame and reputed burial ground of two
of the Knights who killed Thomas a'
Becket.

top being 30 feet in circumference, in the
centre was a grate 6 feet high and 10 foot
around with bars 4 inches thick. This coal
fired beacon consumed up to three quarters
of a ton of coal per night, all of which had to
be carried up the winding lighthouse steps
on a man's back, at a wage 25 cents a day.
This coal fired lighthouse was not very efficient and as a result lots of ships owners refused to pay their dues. On the night of 22 nd

From the responses received to some of the
complaints on this reflector, it is clear that
people DO receive cards from most of the
DX stations mentioned. They may be slow
to respond, but there is no Service Level
Agreement, With Penalties, attached to my
licence! There are many good reasons why
your card may not reach the DX, or why his
response may not reach you.
ofDecmbr1790thligwasby

lightning and suffered damage which put the
light out of action. During repairs the keepers kept a fire going on the headland. The
light was rebuilt in September 1820 and fitted with an oil light. In 1867 new lenses
were fitted to the light and they are still in
use today in 1997, still in perfect condition
after facing the Atlantic westerly coming up
the channel for 130 years - Victorian workmanship at its best.
The Island also had a fascination for Sir
William Preece who was engineer in chief
of the "Post Office Telegraphy", the communications division in Queen Victoria's
Empire. He was interested in the seemingly
insurmountable problem of communicating
telegraphic messages across water "Wireless". He had experimented using "Electromagnetic Induction currents" from 1882
and his most ambitious experiment was in
March of that year when he successfully
telegraphed across the Solent in the South of
England to the Isle of Wight. He did this as
the existing wired telegraph had been broken by a ship's anchor at Hurst Castle Point
in Hampshire on the shoreline of the Solent,
this being the closest point to the Isle of
Wight. Sir William put a 6 foot square copper earth plate into the sea at Ryde (I.O.W.)
and connected a copper wire from the plate
to the existing telegraph wire that ran across
the whole island to Sconce Point a distance
of 20 miles. At Sconce Point another 6 foot
square copper plate was placed into the sea
and the circuit joined. At Hurst Castle Point
another copper sheet connected to the overhead telegraph poles which ran all the way
through Southampton to Portsmouth on the

In 1736 a ship hit a rock off Flatholm island
and 66 soldiers were drowned. In the resulting uproar over this tragedy a lighthouse
was commissioned. It was to be paid for by
every ship passing the island at a charge of a
penny a ton. The light was just a coal fired
brazier on top of an 70 foot stone tower, the

36

AUTOMATIC ANTENNA AND
FILTER SWITCHING FOR THE
YAESU RANGE
Don Beattie G3OZF
Introduction

This short article is written to show how
easy it is to install automatic antenna
switching in the shack for the Yaesu transceiver range, using a simple home constructed interface. In my own case I have
been interested in trying the multi-single
section in the CQ World-Wide contests and
so have had the additional problem of
switching "Dunestar" bandpass filters connected to the output of each transceiver. I
use two complete sets of antennas for each
band, when using a multi-single station arrangement:

And I beg of you all, please do not blacklist
operators via this medium. Many are not
participants of this reflector, and are not
able to reply. One bad letter is all it takes to
destroy a reputation. Even if they did reply,
the damage is done ... and I don't remember
seeing any apologies from the more vocal
critics after others have responded positively.
Lastly, I must mention one QSL manager
who really went the extra mile to help me,
and that is Bob K4JDJ. He sent me no less
than FOUR sets of cards for VKOIR, after
communication via email. I finally received
the fourth set OK, and a month later received the third set, opened and resealed by
the Post Office, as noted above. There is
quite clearly a postal problem somewhere
along the way. Just imagine if I had shot my
mouth off on this reflector, before finally
receiving my cards! The damage would
have been done in everyone's mind. None of
us have any right to expect this kind of attention, but it is greatly appreciated. Thank
you, Bob.

1. Main station: Yagi for 10-40 metres,
Dipoles for 80, 160
2. Second station: Yagi for 10-20 metres,
Vertical for 40/80 metres. (No second
160 metre antenna), 10 MHz vertical dipole, 14/21 MHz vertical dipole
Both transceivers are of the FT1000 range
(one FTI000D and one FTI000MP) with
similar band data outputs via a DIN-plug on
the rear panel. The challenge was to construct a simple interface for automatic antenna and filter selection so that at any moment the right antenna and filter is presented
to each transceiver/linear. The system takes
the decoded output of each set of band data
to a switch, so that I can select the main
bank of antennas or the secondary set for
either transceiver.

73 de Peter, ZS6PHD

DAYTON HAMVENTION
Here are the future dates of this popular ham
gathering:

The overall schematic

The system is based on two elements, an
antenna switch box, and a decoding and relay driver circuit. Each is described separately below.

1998---May 15, 16, 17
I999---May 14, 15, 16
2000-- May 19, 20, 21

Antenna switching
Check the various DX bulletins nearer the
date(s) for more information.

Switching the full output of a TL-922 type
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although the circuit diagram only shows one
set of transistors. The second set is an exact
duplicate of the first, although has two extra
relay drivers. This is because:

linear needs fairly beefy relays, and I chose
a power relay from Maplin (part number
FX48C). These are rated at 7.5A at 250 v
AC. Although not intended for RF use, the
insulation and dielectric seems very good at
high frequencies, and in over four years operation I have not had a single failure. It is
best not to try to switch when the relays are
carrying the full RF power, however Fortunately, Yaesu lock out the band switches
when in transmit mode, so this is not a
problem.

a) In the antenna switching circuit, 10, 15
and 20 metres are combined, as I have a triband yagi
b) I have a 10 MHz antenna to switch, but
no filter for 10 MHz.
c) The 10 MHz antenna is connected to the
default positon on the antenna select relay
bank - i.e. when no relays are energised (and
hence no decode signal is needed) the 10
MHz antenna is connected

By removing the short wire connecting the
moving contact of each pole of the relay and
making connection directly to the end of the
contact, it is possible to create an in-line arrangement that seems to introduce no degradation of VSWR up to 30 MHz throughout the whole switch unit. The Figures 1 &
2 below show the circuit schematic and the
physical layout. I built the whole relay arrangement on a single PCB mounted on
stand-off pillars inside a Maplin steel wallbox (part YJI1M). Down one side of the
wallbox I fitted twelve 50239 sockets to
take the ten antenna plugs (allowing for
some spares) and the two transceiver outputs. The wallbox is installed on the wall of
the shack, near to the floor and the duct
which brings the antenna feeders in from the
garden. A multicore cable carries the dc
switching voltage to the wallbox from the
decoder and relay driver unit, described below.

This means that on the filter switch, I need
outputs for 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10, but
on the antenna switch only for 160, 80, 40
and 20-10. In my installation, the output
from the antenna switching circuit is then
switched by a multi-pole 2-way switch to
select which antenna bank goes to which
transceiver. To avoid confusion, I have only
shown in this article the circuit of one section of the decoder - ie what is needed to
decode one transceiver. I have also omitted
the change-over switching described above,
as this will probably be of limited interest to
most readers many of whom may not want
to use more than one transceiver. Similarly,
if you don't want to switch Bandpass filters,
simply omit the second set of relay driver
transistors.
A few aspects of the design are worthy of
mention:

Decoder
The heart of the decoder is a pair of 4 to 16
line decoder chips, type HCF4514BEY.
This is a 24 pin chip, requiring +5 volt supply. The band data lines from the transceivers are fed to each of the four data lines on
the relevant chip, and the first nine decoded
outputs go to +5 volts in turn as the relevant
band is selected on the transceiver. This
voltage swing then drives a series of transistor switches to key the relays for the antenna switching and also for the Dunestar
filters. I have used separate switching transistors for the filters and the antenna relays

1. The relays must all have their coils paralleled with diodes to suppress the transient voltage on switching, otherwise
failure of the switching transistors is
likely. For illustrative purposes, I have
shown one of the relay circuits in Figure
2
2. Care needs to be taken to bypass all dc
leads to RF, to ensure that none of the
high power RF gets to the switching
electronics. I have had no problem with
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Entebbe-Uganda. We flew with our plane to
Kinshasa, where there was already a team of
us since a couple of weeks preparing comms
and the computer network for the start of the
Brazzaville/Congo relief operation.

to our regional and main headquarters, and
crossed the river back to Kinshasa in the
evening.
We're both back safely in Kampala, while
an engineer from our team is now putting up
the HF voice and Email station in Brazzaville. We expect the full operation to start
within a week. Food supplies are already
pre-staged in Pointe Noire (the TN harbour)
and in Kinshasa, so we are just waiting for
the situation to be secure enough to start the
full blown food relief activities to start. This
operation will probably take 6 months to
complete.

As you know, Congo (TN - not to be confused with 9Q - Democratic Republic of
Congo) had been the scene of a violent civil
war for the past 4 months. Last Sunday, we
were amongst the first UN staff to cross the
river from Kinshasa to Bramville to do a
site assessment.
We were to take down the remains of our
station in our old office and to look for a
new site. Brazzaville was quite calm, with
some occasional shooting still going on. The
main city was completely shot to pieces, and
looted. The city had been shelled for months
in a row, and all buildings were in ruins.
Many burned out. The streets were cleared a
bit so the cars could pass, but everywhere
the evidence of heavy looting were obvious:
remains of cars, ripped out air conditioners,
furniture, bits of electronic equipment and
debris were laying around everywhere. The
fancy hotels stood naked, without windows,
the curtains blowing through the broken
glass, black smoke and shell markings everywhere. The city was almost deserted except for some groups of military. We were
driving around with a UN military escort so
we were quite safe. Also our old office was
completely looted, but we still found our HF
antenna on the roof, which we dismantled
swiftly and moved to our new quarters. The
aluminium mast had a bullet hole in it, and
one of the legs of our wire dipole was cut by
a bullseye bullet (nice shooting, guys! hi).
The offices themselves were shattered with
papers and broken furniture. There was
nothing valuable anymore to save.

End of this week, Mats is travelling to
Washington DC and I am off to our HQ in
Rome, where I hope to be active for a couple of nights from the Vatican. Then it is
back to 5X for both of us.
Mats will be active all band in CQW'W CW
as 5XIZ, and DL2CC will man my station
as single band (10, 15 or 20m) as 5X1T
(5X1M before the contest).
CU all then. As per my previous posting on
the 3830 reflector, in the contest, please do
not forget to standby once in a while to listen for DX (and Africa). Many of you (especially those who are DX themselves, particularly from the Caribbean and Asia) loose
a lot of African multipliers as we can not
break through the EU/NA pileup.. hi.
For those of you with a website, I have
some digital pictures from our operation last
week (Kisangani and Brazzaville) which I
can email to you. We will soon post our
mission pictures on our organisations' web:
www.wfp.org
vy 73 Peter ON6TT/5XIT

We were only for a day in TN, so no ham
activity for us, though initial contacts were
made to ensure a TN ham license when we
would get back.

FLATHOLM ISLAND
Glyn Jones, GWOANA

Flatholm Island is situated in the Bristol
Channel just 3.5 miles of the coast of South
Wales GW. This island is roughly shaped

We took some digital pictures from the city
and emailed them (by HF) from the car back
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A slide presentation will be available for
club and association viewing. Contact
K8XP for details. A professionally prepared video is also being produced and will
be available for sale in the near future.
Cost and actual availability will be announced.

Calls:

A35LZ (HB9DLZ),
A35FN (HB9HFN)

QTH:
Date:
Calls:

Western Samoa
10-23 February 1998
5WOLZ (HB9DLZ)
5WOFN (HB9HFN)

73

We'll be especially QRV for Europe and
mostly in CW (80-10m). Equipment: 2 IC706, vertical antennas, PC. QSL via home
call (via bureau preferred).

Tom K8XP
Team members: K8XP, N7RO, N4RF,
KI6AN, WA4YBV, ZS8IR, N6MZ

For more details see:
http://www.qsLnet/hb9hfn/

Association Members:
73 and see you on the bands, Cedric
K8XP, N1DG, W4AO, N6EK, N4RF,
N7RO, WA4YBV, KI6AN, ZS6RI, N6MZ,
ZK1WL

Baechler HB9HFN

NEWS FROM ON6TT
(Taken from the DX Reflector)

V150G
From 1 Jan 1998 the Geelong Amateur Radio Club in Victoria, Australia will be celebrating their 50th year of continuous operation. We understand that it may be the only
Club in VK which has been going this long
as enquiries have not rejected this claim.
However, the fact that it may be the oldest is
not the celebration; what is , is the 50 years.

Both Mats, SM7PK1U5X1Z and I work for
the World Food Programme (WFP), the
United Nations food aid organisation. WFP
is the main agency bringing in food relief
for emergencies and relief operations.
We were both in Kisangani, Democratic
Republic of Congo (ex-Zaire) last week,
where we took down our office and put up
an HF email station for UNICEF. Kisangani
was, earlier this year, the scene of the biggest airlift operation in the history of relief
work, flying in food and relief supplies, and
flying out the refugees. At that time, we had
15 planes shuttling between Goma,
Mwanza, Entebbe, Kigali and Kisangani.

During the whole of 1998 the club will be
using the callsign VI50G, that is Victor India Fifty Golf, and will be active on all
bands as well as in major contests. A special
QSL will be produced for the event and the
route will be direct with return postage to
VK3ATL P 0 Box 520, Geelong Vic. 3213
Australia or via the Bureau. Remember
quickest turn around time is 7 months this
way. So, PX hunters and contesters be on
the lookout and skeds on phone and CW are
acceptable.

SOUTH PACIFIC DXPEDITION

Last Friday, we loaded the computers, telecom equipment and a couple of cars into a
WFP Hercules C130 which airlifted the
material from Kisangani to Kinshasa and

Tongatapu
5-10 February 1998
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tenna selection units.
Parts List
Parts list (for one decoder and relay switch
providing five antenna outputs - extra parts
needed for filter switching)

3. Power comes from a single 12 volt dc
supply, with the 5 volt line for the chips
coming from a zener diode regulator.

Resistors (all 1/8 watt unless shown)

I have assembled the whole switching circuit on a piece of veroboard, and mounted it
in a diecast box which sits on top of the
transceiver. LEDs indicate which antenna
bank is selected for each transceiver. Other
than in contests, I only use one transceiver,
and can simply switch from one antenna
bank to another at will.

RI-R10
R11
R12

CI-C9
C 10

.01 µF disc ceramic, 30 v dc
50 ptF tantalum 30 v dc

Semiconductors

The circuit is simple, fool-proof and reliable. It is a convenience to have the capacity
to press the bandswitch on the FTI000 and
to know that the relevant antenna and bandpass filter has been selected.

ICI
QI-Q4
D1-D9
D10

I make no apology to submitting this article
to the Newsletter as although some may already have constructed a similar unit, I
know there are many who still select antennas manually. I hope this article will encourage construction of more automatic an-

HCF4514BEY
BC108 or similar
1N916 or similar
BZX61C5V1 5.1 volt zener
diode

Relays
RLY 1-4

12 v dc power relay (Maplin
part number FX48C)

c----,o_____-o___o___,o-----, o _____;_

.

Re=

6k8
12k
220 ohm 1 watt

Capacitors

Summary
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In Kisangani, Mats and I were active as
9Q2T in the evenings. Our antenna was a
low gain broadband dipole, and we were
running low power only. We still managed
over 500 QSOs on 12 to 40m in SSB and
CW. We also did the first ever SSTV QS0s
from 9Q.

This is to announce our DXpedition into the
south Pacific, QRV as following:
QTH:
Date:

this, but took care from the start to incorporate appropriate decoupling, using
ferrite beads (probably of limited effectiveness at HF) and bypass capacitors.
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forwarded to WA4YBV. Robert Pond, 9
River Cove, Portsmouth, VA 23703

NORTH COOK ISLANDS
The Dateline DX Association completed its
DXpedition to Penrhyn Atoll, North Cook
on September 27th. The following statistics
show the results of the operation. Total onair time was 5 1/2 days with 2 stations produced 15,299 QSO's. A planned third station was operated only a limited amount of
time due to restrictions brought about by a
failure of the local power source on the 2nd
day of the operation. Use of the teams amplifier's were also limited for the same reason. That failure required the initiation of a
backup generator with less generating capacity thus causing limited electric power
availability.
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BAND
10
12
15
17
20
30
40
80
160

Two of the goals of the operation were to
allow Europe and East Coast North America
access to North Cook not only as a new
country but also to provide as much low
band activity as possible. All in all the
group accomplished its goals in providing
that low band activity (almost 4000 Q's on
40, 80 and 160) and at the same time
worked as much Europe as possible with
over 1800 EU QSO's. On RTTY almost
half of the total FSK QSO's were with
European stations.

375
572
3361
1935
4219
947
1904
1327
659

TOTAL

15,299

MODE

QSO's

SSB
CW
FSK

6708
8101
490

QSO's by GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
(Zone)

Several factors did play a role in not being
able to provide QSO's on some bands to
some parts of the world. No 160M propagation ever occurred to Europe but conditions to most other parts of the world on 160
were good. Only a minimal amount of 80M
QSO's to Europe were achieved because of
the power source problem not allowing amplifiers, otherwise 80M results were good.
No local sunrise grayline propagation occurred on any morning to any area for the
team.
All of the team returned home without incident and appreciates the support given to
make this operation possible. The equipment is still on Raratonga awaiting transport
back to the states. Like any operation of
this size the expenses are considerable.
Donations are still welcome. They can be
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QSO's

ZONE

QSO's

1-6
7-13
14-17
18-21
22-23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33-39
40

10,455
257
1845
40
7
8
2236
7
14
8
15
141
100
118
47
1

QSL's are being printed in Germany and it is
hoped they will be available in the next 2 to
3 months. QSL mailing address is
WA4YBV, 9 River Cove, Portsmouth, VA
23703
33

RECEIVING ANTENNAS FOR 80 AND 160
By Bob Whelan, G3PJT

Pangkor Island
AS-072

Don's QSL — 9M2/G3OZF from Pangkor Island

With no adjustment I found that on 80 I had
about 15db front to back on most EU signals
and more on a selected few. This was helpful in the early morning to cut down some
of the EU racket and give a better signal to
key clicks ratio on the Ws etc from the west.
On 160 I got a similar result except that the
output was rather low for weaker signals,
where as on 80 the receiver preamp restored
signals to a comfortable level I had the impression a bigger loop would have helped.
However a cardiod pattern such as these arrangements have is not maintained down to
zero wave angle and there was not much
discrimination against local noise. Though
there was a bit. I did at least discover that
our upstairs dimmer switch is very noisy
and I will probably quietly replace all the
others as soon as I can.

Having got used to the luxury of a directional antenna for 40 I was casting around
for a similar luxury for 80 or and 160. This
process was somewhat accelerated by the
realisation that CQWW CW was only 2
days away and I therefore needed something
cheap and simple. Yes OK I know a Beverage is simple but it does require a long walk
to the far ends of the mythical open space
which surrounds all of our QTHs. I spotted
the article in QST by K9AY for a simple
terminated loop based on the earlier EWE
designs. Not having even time to find a suitable tree I fastened two CB verticals ( I have
a stock of 4 of these for antenna experiments ) to two trellis posts about 20 feet
apart,. joined the tops with wire and joined
the bases of the verticals to a switch box.
The verticals were end fire East-West. The
terminating resistor and the ferrite transformers fitted inside too, I haven't shown
the reversing relay to switch directions but it
just swopped over A and B in the figure
below.. All this took a couple of hours to
put together in the rain.

Going back to the pattern I suppose one of
the advantages of the directional antennas
based on phased arrays is that they maintain
a directional pattern down to zero wave angle, still they are a bit big at 80 and 160
metres.

I

Switch box inside

A
B

To receiver
EARTH

Don, 91142/G3OZF at the operating position
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5// C0a/114/80,6 5tac%et, 8A 32525
I now have a small part to play in the forthcoming CDXC Spratly Island DXpedition 9MOC. I am handling all the SWL reports.
Any SWL who hears the expedition and
wants a card direct can send it to me at 93
Elibank Road, Eltham, London SE9 10.1.
All bureau cards should go via G3SWH who
will send them on to me so that I can reply
to them. I have undertaken the job of SWL
QSL Manager for several DXpeditions in
the past, including 9H3AM, 4SODX,
C56DX and ZC4DX. I have handled over
500 SWL reports in the past, but I know that
the 9MOC expedition will generate many
more. I look forward to providing many listeners with an All Time new confirmation or
a card for a new band slot.

SWL input into a listing which VERON, the
Dutch Society, were to publish. The response was good as I received 4 CDXC
SWL entries. As readers would expect, P5
was No.1 at 100%, T33 was No.2 at 75%.
Other DXCC countries that appeared in at
least two lists were: A5, BV9, CEOX, F08
(Clipperton), HKO (Malpelo), KHI, KHSK,
VP8 (South Georgia), VP8 (South Sandwich), VU7, YVO, 3B6, 3C0 and 3YI(Peter
1).
It was pleasing to hear for the first time
from Ken Creamer BRS 10167. Ken has
been SWLing for "a long time" and has 306
DXCC countries confirmed. He also has 23
listening awards from 7 countries. Mick
Toms BRS31976 main activity had been as
part of my CQWW multi-multi team. Back
at home, he commented on generally poor
LF conditions. David Whitaker BRS25429
e-mailed me his latest news before he left
for a winter break in EA8 (see his article in
the last issue). He reported the first 80m
SSB grey-line opening to the West Coast of
the USA at our "tea-time" this season. He
heard N7UA, W6ZJ and W6ANR between
1500 and 1515 on 22 November. Conditions
on 24MHz had improved, too, and he had
logged TJII-IP, YS1RRD and 4S7BRG for
three much needed new band countries.

The period under review covers the two
CQWW SWL Challenges. The multi-multi
entry from BRS32525 is fully covered in
Mick Toms BRS3 I976's article which follows this. The Challenge itself had generated 70 entries - the closing date for posting
entries has now passed, but there may be a
few "stragglers" still in the post. Most were
single operator entries, but there were a few
multi operator logs. Mick and I will have
checked most of the logs by the time this
Newsletter appears. A Results Booklet will
be prepared soon after. The CW section had
only just taken place at the time of writing.
My CW is next to hopeless, but as I had
been reviewing the AKD HF3E receiver for
the RSGB, I decided to download a copy of
the HamComm program from the Internet
and see how the receiver and software coped
with a CW contest. You will have to read a
future issue of RadCom to see my views,
but generally, I was not impressed. I did,
however, get 99 band countries - my first on
CW - but the experience will not lead me to
take a crash course in the art of CW!

As readers know, CQ have now added an
SWL section to their 160m contests for
1998. The date for the SSB leg has been
changed to avoid a clash with an ARRL
contest, so the new dates are 2200 on 27
March to 1600 on 1 March. The CW led is
first - from 2200UTC on 23 January to
1600UTC on 25 January. Even if you do
not have a fully efficient 160m set-up,
please submit a log as proof that the SWL
movement is interested in taking part in
contests on 160m. I am adjudicating the
event for CQ, so I look forward to receiving
as many logs as possible for both sections.

I mentioned in the last Newsletter that I was
keen to have SWL's "All-Time Wanted
Countries" so I could include some British
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what it is really like in these sorts of conditions. Our admiration for those who developed the country before the days of mechanised transport and air conditioning grew
enormously.

Europeans were worked. A few countries
"got away" - most significantly 5V7A who
was S9+ on 40 metres, but did not hear my
signal under the pile of JAs calling. I never
heard one VE station - not even the West
coast, and US stations were few and far
between. But I added to the country score,
although it did not make the 100. In the end
the total was 91, for six days intermittent
operating. The total operating time was
some 27 hours and I made around 1,200
QSOs of which only 143 were on SSB - the
rest CW.

Now for the contest
CQ WW begins at 8 am local time on the
Saturday in Malaysia, and so it is a relatively easy start. The first near miss was that
one of the sub-stations supplying power to
part of the hotel blew up on the Friday
night. Parts had to be sent in from near
Penang and the power was out until about 4
pm on the Saturday. Fortunately, our part of
the hotel was on a different sub-station, and
we retained power.

The learning points were:
1. Africa is generally easy - the sea path
gives enormous signals
2. Europe is relatively easy, but a beam
and more power would help

I worked a few stations on 15 and 20 but it
was soon clear that CQ WW is NOT the
contest to do from 9M with 100 watts and a
vertical. The QRM level in Europe must
have rendered my signal virtually inaudible.
I therefore took the decision to go for countries. My country tally was already up to 82
and it would be nice to make DXCC from
9M. And so I started - selectively calling
only those generally who would represent a
new country. A few were added easily and a
few with more difficulty. It was interesting
to hear the European contest stations from
the "other end". Head and shoulders above
the pack were 9AIA and a couple of Italian
stations. Noticeable by the almost complete
lack of them, were East Coast US stations. I
could hear JA contest stations working the
US, but nothing, or very little could be
heard of the US end. The polar path to the
East Coast is appalling at this time of the
sunspot cycle and needs lots of power and a
big beam. We will need to plan the openings
very carefully when we are on Spratly.

3. Japan is not as easy as it's proximity
would suggest - but is there on one band
or another most of the day
4.

US is another story - very tough

5. Australia is local - big signals on all
bands
6. Static is a really big problem (don't we
all know that)
7. The gray line and dusk/dawn openings
are unpredictable - need to watch them
carefully, but don't expect too much
8. The dusk opening on 40 metres is a
write-off for all except masochists - the
band is full of Indonesian SSB pirate
stations from below 7 MHz upwards at
S9+. At the European dusk - around
1600, it is still clogged with this noise,
and doesn't really clear until 1800, by
which time the evening opening has
passed Europe by.

Conditions during the contest did not seem
very good. Another storm put the static levels up again, the antenna came down for the
Saturday night and we were treated to a display of lightning for most of the evening.
On Sunday morning there was no noticeable
dawn peak on 80 metres, and only a few

9. For serious contest operation from this
part of the world, you need a beam and
lots of power
10. Don't give your office your holiday
phone number !
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3503 and there was Mike pushing the meter
up towards S9. I think we were both surprised at the strength of the signal, and I put
a number of Europeans in the log that
morning. It was interesting to see how unpredictable the dawn LF openings were.
That morning was really the only one where
there was good propagation to England. On
other days, there were good signals from
SP, I and SM, but nothing from the UK.

using local wood and craftsmanship.
There are several delightful beaches around
the island, mostly void of any people, and
good snorkeling, swimming and watersports. A short distance off Pangkor is the
private island of Pangkor Laut which supports an exclusive de-luxe hotel. For those
readers who may be tempted to try Pangkor
Laut, be warned - if you take your radio you
will be disappointed - all the accommodation is to the South-West of the island, and
Europe and the US are both masked by a
mountain in the middle of the island.

Who had the big signals from the UK ?
G3SED, G3NUG (yes Neville, it was big),
G3PJT, G3MCS, G3HCT and GW3JXN
stood out from those worked. Heard in the
contest above the herd were GW3YDX,
G3MXJ and GM7K.

Before the 160m CW contest, SWLs can
take part in the White Rose LF SWL contest. This one is either SSB or CW and
takes place from 1200UTC on 17 January to
1200 on 18 January. This is the "grandad"
of SWL contests, being in its 18 th year.
Again, please show your support by sending
a log to David Whitaker BRS25429, who
acts as the Contest Manager for the White
Rose Society,

Challenges the highest score had been approx. 800k, so we decided we would not
only try to beat this figure, but we would
also attempt to break the 1,000,000 points
mark. In addition Don, GOMDO, had written a special version of his EasiSWL software specifically for the CQWW and we
wanted to assess how this performed in a
real contest.
The next item on the Agenda was what
equipment were we going to use. Bob already had a Kenwood R5000, two 'coin IC
R70's plus Civil Service ARC's IC740 in
his shack, to which we would add my
R5000 with narrow filters. In addition we
would also use our Datong FL3 filters. Next
subject was the Antennas. The BRS32525
QTH already had a veritable aerial farm
consisting of two 7Mhz slopers (one for JA
and one for the Caribbean), two 3.5Mhz
slopers (one for JA and one for the US) and
a V4 wave inverted Vee for top band. To this
we would add my J-beam TV3 vertical for
the HF bands with coax provided by Barking Radio Club.

CQWW - A NEW SWL WORLD
RECORD
Mick Toms, BRS31976

Our hotel also organised "evening cruises"
down the West side of the island, and we
were able to see the beaches and Pangkor
Laut from the sea. Also prominent were the
Hombill birds swooping from the jungle
trees to feed as dusk approached. We virtually had the boat to ourselves on the cruise,
and on the return trip were treated to one of
the colourful tropical sunsets, with the sky a
patchwork colour of gold, pink, purple and
blue. As the sun set we took both video and
still photos to capture the moment. I hope
that one of these shots will feature on the
QSL card for this year.

Having a holiday

This was never intended to be just a radio
jaunt, and so the pattern of band openings
was useful in that it allowed a relatively
normal day, seeing the sights and soaking in
some sun (in my case, too much). Chris and
I took a trip around the island one day. Pulau Pangkor is a small island - about 15 Km
in circumference, and only recently has the
road around the island been surfaced for its
complete length. At no point is it very wide
and at one point it reduces to a single track
wooden bridge over a river. The traffic
comprises mostly motor scooters ridden by
local islanders, together with minibus taxis.
There are very few cars, and hardly any lorries. Everything comes by boat directly in to
the main island jetty at Pangkor town, where
most of the population of 20,000 live. This
is a one-street town, with a row of small
shops and a few restaurants for locals. There
is also a new telecommunications tower at
the edge of the town - about 150 ft tall - obviously destined for microwave links, but
with nothing attached at present. (The
thought of a 160 metre dipole up there did
occur to me).

Subra was also keen to show us the jungle.
This is not really too difficult - our hotel
was built up against it, and it is simply a
question of walking to the end of the beach.
There are cleared but rough jungle paths
which are reasonably safe, as the snakes
tend to keep clear of paths trodden by humans. Even so, stout shoes were in order as
we set out into shade of the canopy of trees.
Subra said there was a two hour walk and a
45 minute one. Not wishing to do too much
in the heat, we opted for the shorter, but
soon realised that this would be a challenge.
Subra is a marathon runner, training by running round the island, and he skipped along
the jungle path and up the steep inclines
with ease. We came along behind, and soon
became very hot and out of breath. Eventually we gave up - the climb to the top of the
hill had beaten us and we retreated back to
the beach, but not before having sampled

The main employment is fishing and there is
a large fishing fleet which goes to sea every
day and night. A bustling local shipyard
builds these boats in the traditional way,
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As many of you may remember from the
November edition of the Newsletter, our
erstwhile SWL reporter Bob Treacher runs a
couple of SWL challenges each year. These
coincide with CQWW and CQ WPX. Although Bob and I both normally put in individual entries, we haven't really made a serious impact on the top part of the results tables.
After last years' contest was over and
checked, there was an exchange of e-mails
in which we tentatively agreed that for 1997
we would make a serious attack on the
multi-multi section of the contest. Both of
Bob's children, Simon 10 and Clare 14
wanted to take part, and Paul G3SXE (ex
VP5PLX, 6Y5PL, ZB2CV) said he was interested in joining us. This gave us a team
of 5.

The 4th item to be decided was what additional aids we would need. Pens, clocks,
scrap pads and log sheets were the obvious
items at the top of the list. As the contest
only allows the logging of one station per
DXCC country per band, we obviously
needed a full PX list per operating position,
including all the "funnies" which inevitably
appear during this contest and a check list of
the countries logged per band.. As we had
decided to go for a score of 1M+, Bob had
created a chart and some graphs on a PC
which would allow us to track our progress
throughout the 48 hrs. We also decided that
a DX edge, 28 MHz beacon list and a World
Prefix map would also be indispensable.

I" Planning meeting

We had already agreed that we would use
Bob's QTH for the contest. Operations like
this obviously don't just "happen", so at the
end of July we had our planning meeting.
This took place in Bob's back garden and
over a few beers and some nibbles we tried
to organise the weekend.

Item five was an operating rota. We spent
some time discussing a strategy which
would hopefully allow us to man (sorry
Clare - occupy) every station whenever the
bands were open. I volunteered to put all of
this into a proper rota showing who would
run each band on an hour by hour basis.

The first thing was to decide what our targets were for the Contest. Obviously we
wanted to win, but in addition we set ourselves several other objectives. In previous
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This was achieved remarkably quickly, and
a quick check using G&INZ's TS830
showed a near perfect SWR on all bands at
the try. We then put up a temporary mast
to hang the antenna for the multi-single station. After a quick tidy up of the rest of the
antennas and a break for lunch we then ascended to the shack to set up the 5 operating
positions. This also went very smoothly,
and at quick check showed that all seemed
to be running properly.

The final item for the planning meeting was,
to some at least, the most important. FOOD
& DRINK!. Clare and Simon had volunteered to run this vital part of the operation,
as well as do a bit of the logging. Clare had
already devised some sample menus, all it
needed was for the rest of the team to approve them - which we did very quickly and to stump up some money to cover the
costs.
Further plans

Bob had organised a meal at a local restaurant, and during this he presented each of
the team members with a special tee-shirt
which he had had printed. Then it was back
home for a short bit of familiarisation with
the equipment and a check on the state of
the bands. We also checked the Internet for
the propagation details. With the A-index at
5, the K at 3 and the SFI at 80, it didn't look
too promising for the LF bands but hopefully the HF bands would he OK.

The next few weeks saw the team on their
holidays, so it wasn't until the end of
August that we were able to review the operating rota. It was pretty obvious that we
weren't going to be able to keep the stations
running as fully as we would like if we
wanted to have any time for a quick nap.
Fortunately Bob was scheduled to give a
talk about the challenge, and what we were
trying to do, at Cray Valley Club, and from
this Bob G8JNZ volunteered to add an extra
pair of ears to the team. In addition he also
provided a JRC NRD525 and another FL3
filter.
At the end of September we had a further
meeting to ensure that everything was still
on target, and to sort out any last minute
problems. Bob had worked out what we
would need in the way of numbers of stations logged in each of the 16 three hour periods of the contest, and how we would keep
track of our progress. Although Simon and
Clare had to go to school on the Friday before the contest, the rest of us had taken the
day off work, and we agreed to convene at
11:00 to get the stations set up. We also decided that we would put the NRD525 as an
independent station, which anybody not occupied with the main station could play with
if they felt so inclined. The log for this
would be entered in the multi-single section.

the wire to make a 40 metre dipole. The idea
here was to hang the dipole from the top of
the hotel roof (about 50 ft) down to a tree on
the beach as a sloper towards Europe. It
could then be left there in reasonable safety
when the storms came, but would give me
some way of operating if I could not get the
vertical back up for a while after a storm.

Europe was respectable, and without the
constant background of static, easy to read.
Why then, could this Brit in Malaysia not
get the call signs? The answer is that for
50% of the time the S-meter is near the endstop with the static. You become an expert
at reading in between the crashes and slowly
assembling a call. These storms are also not
the sort of weather in which to have your
Butternut as the highest point for miles. So I
returned to the schedule of the previous year
- up to the roof, lift the butternut off its base,
and lay it flat on the roof, with the only
lightning to show me what I was doing being the flashes of lightning like flash bulbs
every few seconds. (Next time, perhaps, add
a torch to the inventory). And so to bed.

I was keen to get on the air, but agreed that,
as we were on the island for eight days, perhaps we should unpack first. Anyway, band
conditions would not be very good until the
evening! After dinner, we returned to the
room to find the 'phone ringing. It was my
Chief Executive back in the UK. "We have
a problem, and could you return to the
UK?" After a lot of discussion, we compared our schedules and it became clear that
I would have to return early, but not until
the next Sunday (six days away) to allow
me to have meetings with him on the Monday and Tuesday. This cast a shadow on the
rest of the vacation and ruled out any serious attempt on CQWW CW, but we determined to make the best of the time we had
left.

Up again early (20.00 Z) to check out 40.
Wow ! The static had reduced and there
were Europeans by the score there. A quick
blitz on 40 then to 80 for the dawn peak.
Very disappointing - only one European. A
few more on 40 then the bands faded to
their day time silence. This is the real difference between Europe and the Far East. In
Europe during the day, there is generally
one or more band where a reasonable QSO
rate can be sustained. Not so in 9M. From
00.00 Z to about 09.00Z there is little other
than the occasional VK and a high solar
noise on the bands. In contests it becomes
clear that for those with really big antennas,
it is possible to break through this wall of
silence, but even then not with a big signal.

Getting some QSOs in the log

The day before
The Friday didn't exactly dawn bright and
sunny, but at least it wasn't raining. The 1 4

Yours truly at 1he -10m operanng positron.
priotywasgehHFvricltup.
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After a few calls on SSB that first evening I
decided to try CW. I looked for the keying
lead to connect the computer to the FT890.
Nowhere to be seen. Then I remembered - I
had taken it out of the bag, to use in the
160m contest the previous weekend, and
had left it plugged in to my home station rig
! Nothing for it but to hand key everything.
With a call like 9M2IG3OZF that is bad
news in the early hours of the morning.
Anyway, a short spell of CW operating that
first evening was cut short - as would several other evenings be - by the arrival of the
regular tropical storm. For those who have
not been to locations near the equator, these
storms have to be seen to be believed. Intense rain, often strong winds and violent
and very frequent thunder and lightning.
Band noise is very high and QS0s are very
difficult. I am sure Europe thought I could
not read CW, for I sense that my signal in

So the pattern continued. For two nights we
were blessed with no storm, and relatively
quiet bands. This allowed good runs on 40
and 20 metres. Mike, G3SED suggested a
sked on 80 and I said to try at 23.00 but did
not specify a frequency. The first morning I
heard nothing - absolute silence. The second
night we were due to try, a storm arrived a
few hours before the sked and down came
the antenna again. I set the alarm for 22.55
and went to bed (Malaysia is 8 hours ahead
of GMT). On waking, the storm had gone
and I put the antenna up and turned the rig
on. For some reason I had left the VFO on
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therefore, the only access to the island is by
ferry from the coastal town of Lumut.

sights at quite a rate, and taking in the historical aspects of this newly developed city.
I always marvel at the combination of Singapore's modernism and the space which
not being on a small island affords to developers. In reality, the "new" KL - the part
outside the historical centre - is on a grand
scale, with a parkland feel to it and wide expressways. Unfortunately however, the
limitations of the current public transport
system (although much investment is taking
place), combined with the new wealth of the
Malaysians, means that traffic jams are
competing with Bangkok for notoriety, and
pollution is often bad. The overall impression, however, is of a modem, highly developed city, with a broad racial mix, and a
good tolerance of each other's ethnic roots.

So our only way to the island was by a hire
cars from KL, and the driver was the same
one who had driven me the previous year.
The trip is over 200Km, roughly half on the
excellent Singapore-Thailand expressway
and the rest on roads through the jungle and
plantations. In little over three hours we
were in the port of Lumut and ready for the
ferry to Pangkor. With all the baggage on
the ferry and a minute or two before departure, Subra appeared. He had been given our
schedule by the hotel and arranged to meet
us and help with our arrival. When we arrived at the hotel, all was ready. The necessary ladder to access the flat roof section of
the building and maintenance men on hand
to help. Much to Chris' concern, I immediately began assembling the Butternut in the
midday heat, and within an hour, it was reinstalled in exactly the same position it had
occupied a year earlier. That was the easy
bit. The tough part, in these temperatures
(some 36 degrees celsius and high humidity)
was going from antenna on the roof down
through the gap in the trelliswork roof onto
the next floor, down a flight of stairs and
into the bedroom to check the SWR, then
back up again to adjust the loading coils on
the antenna. In reality, there are four adjustments to make on the antenna, to make it
exactly resonant on 80,40,30 and 20. On 15
and 10 it naturally falls into resonance, barring major accidents. It took another 45
minutes of shuttling to and fro until I was
satisfied - 1:1 on 3510, 7050, 10110 and
14200. This gave me all of 40, 30 and 20
plus the CW segment of 80 to use, as well
as 15 and 10. Experience the previous year
had taught me that the likelihood of extensive activity on 80 was small, and what
there was would be on CW.

By coincidence, our trip to Malaysia took
place shortly after the dramatic devaluation
of the Malaysian currency. This meant, in
effect, that we were getting 30% more value
for money, as the effects of the devaluation
have not yet worked through into inflationary pressures. The Malaysian government is
taking tough measures to limit the impact of
the devaluation, but their effect has yet to be
proven. For us, this meant that everything
seemed even better value than usual in Malaysia, be it in the shops, hotels or transport.
To Pulau Pangkor

When Neville, G3NUG first went to Pangkor in 1994, there was an air service from
KL to the small 1500m airstrip on the island. This has been closed for two years for
"major engineering". When we saw it this
year, we could see why. It is built near the
sea, in a small valley with a tall hill at one
end of the strip valley (good fun landing,
Ian). The drainage to the strip had been a
problem, with the result that the runway had
subsided in a big way. A new contract has
been let to completely re-engineer the airport, and it is now planned to open in late
1998. Even when open, the strip will only
take 19-seat short range planes, and so the
chance of a mass invasion of Pangkor by
tourists seems remote. At the moment,

I also put up a trial 160 metre quarter wave,
as more of an experiment than anything
else. Bad idea ! Not only was it very noisy,
but the transmitter ATU refused to accept it,
and I promptly took it down again and cut
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Here we go

of approx. 1,038,000 (Again we noted a
number of stations with very elastic clocks).
The next priority was a well earned rest.
We all crashed out and I was the 1 81 up at
about 09:00. After breakfast we started the
process of dismantling the stations and returning Bob's house to something resembling normal. By lunch time we were finished, and we could all return to our respective homes - and Clare could celebrate her
Birthday.

We had synchronised all the clocks to MSF,
and at 00:OOz we set to. (We did note a
number of stations calling CQ Contest
somewhat before time, but none of these
were put in the log). Bob started on 160m
for'/ hr then switched to 80m, whilst I took
40m, Paul took 20m and G8JNZ took a nap.
The 1" hour saw 107 multipliers in the log,
and by dawn we were up to 215. Highlights
of the night included ZM7A on 20m, ZXOF
& HC8N on 40m, LTIF, HPIXBI &
HK6KKK on 80m and V26B, YV2IF,
V47KP & FP/KG8CO on 160m. Our
progress check was done at 09:00z and this
showed that we were miles ahead of schedule for our target of 1 million points.

During the next few days the logs were
double checked and a couple of duplicates
removed, but the score still stayed over
lmillion. As Bob is also the organiser of
the contest, he sent the logs to David Whitaker BRS25429 for an independent check.
David has also put in his own entry so he
will definitely be scrupulous in doing the
check. Alas he queried a couple of the entries, but we are still OK. Not only did we
beat last years record, but we were the first
to exceed 1 M. The final countries tally by
band was:-

From 08:30z all the HF bands were active
and putting a regular stream of multipliers in
the log. By 15:00z we had reached 400
multipliers, and we were still ahead of
schedule, but things were getting difficult.
40m in particular was proving a disappointment, during the afternoon we only
managed 4 DX stations - JA, YB, 4L &
OD5. Clare had the honour of logging our
100'h country on 14 MHz at 20:42z. The
night session was really hard, so much so
that we didn't keep the stations running
throughout the night - we all got at least
couple of hours sleep.

28Mhz
2IMhz
14Mhz

84
104
119

7Mhz
3.5Mhz
1.8Mhz

114
88
60

The future
At the time of writing (5 th December) the
SSB logs are all in and the logs for the CW
leg are just starting to come in. One Italian
team has an sent a single band 28MHz entry
with an unchecked total of 149 countries
logged. Bob and I will spend next Tuesday
(the 9'h December) spending some serious
time checking the logs and sorting out the
winners.

During day two the going got even tougher,
we didn't put a single multiplier in the 20m
log between 11:00z and 18:00z. 40m on the
other hand was much better than on day one,
with BY4RSA, KHOA, P29AS, NH2C,
VR97BG & 9VIRH all getting logged between 14:25 and 15:10. The regular progress checks that Clare and Simon were
masterminding showed that we were falling
behind our schedule, but with a couple of
hours to go we got the entry into the log that
took the provisional score to over 1,000,000.

Would we do it again? Well we have already discussed doing a similar entry for
next year's event. Assuming that nobody
beats us this year, we have moved the goal
posts a considerable distance as far as winning scores are concerned, and next year we
hope that there will be several other groups
out to better our score. If we don't just want
to sit on our laurels - ouch painful - then I

The aftermath

Once 00:OOz was reached a final score
check was run and we came up with a total
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guess we will have to enter and try to set an
even more difficult target for the others.

some HF operating.
•

Paul G3SXE: Antenna expertise, HF operating.

•

Bob G8JNZ: 2 receivers, HF operating
and some band spotting.

The team
•

•

Bob BRS32525: The shack, LF antennas, 4 receivers, LF specialist plus some
HF operating.
Mick BRS31976: HF antenna, 1 receiver, insomniac LF specialist plus

•

Clare RS102891: Cook and waitress,
progress checking, some 20m operating

•

Simon: Waiter, progress checking, some
20m operating.

OX 0P6e/177047S
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1. The purpose of the award is to encourage
all radio amateurs to get on the air and celebrate 100 Years of Amateur Radio in 1998.
2. The more competitive operator may wish
to compete for the plaque mentioned below,
others may wish to take a longer period to

Commonwealth Century Club (CCC) call
district, ITU Zone, Postal 'District Code',
and IARU Region 1 Country. One contact
may count for several points.
5. One bonus point can be claimed for: the
first QSO on each mode used (CW, SSB,
AM, FM, RTTY, AmTOR, PacTOR, SSTV
etc); band used (73kHz to 28MHz); and for
each entry submitted for an RSGB contest.
6. Awards will be numbered sequentially. A
special plaque will be awarded to the first
successful applicant. The winner of the
plaque will be judged on the date / time of
last contact in the log. Submissions for the
plaque shall be made before 1 March 1998,
when it will be awarded.
7. All claims for this award must be submitted to the RSGB HF Awards Manager,
Fred Handscombe, G4BWP, Sandholm,
Bridge End Rd, Red Lodge, Bury St Edmunds 1P28 8LQ. The RSGB HF Awards
Manager reserves the right to seek confirmation of contacts from stations claimed.

Background
It was in 1996 that I first took the opportunity to visit Pangkor Island off the West
Coast of peninsular Malaysia, at the end of a
business trip to Kuala Lumpur (KL). A description of that trip was in the January 1997
CDXC Newsletter. I was only on the island
for three days, but managed to make nearly
700 QSOs to give IOTA followers AS-072
(Perak coastal islands). During that trip. I
was given great help by all the staff at the
resort hotel on the island, and in particular
by Subra, the SWL who works there. It was
such a brief trip, and to such a pleasant spot,
that I decided that if the opportunity came, I
would return, this time with my wife Chris,
for a "real" vacation.

100 YEARS OF AMATEUR RADIO AWARDS
collect their points.
TWO NEW AWARDS will be issued for
making 100 points during the course of
3. To qualify, gain 100 points for making
1998. The awards are available to listeners
contacts which are based on existing RSGB
on a 'heard' basis. All claims must include a
HF awards, between 0000UTC on 1 January
log extract certified by two licensed ama1998 and 2359UTC on 31 December 1998.
teurs or an RSGB affiliated club official and
a summary sheet of the points claimed per
4. Points may be scored as follows: 1 Point
contact listed by callsign.
for working each different: IOTA reference,

State clearly on the application your name
(as you wish it to appear on the certificate)
and sign a declaration that you have abided
by the award rules and by the conditions of
your licence. There are different rules for
HF and VHF / UHF operators. Here are the
details of the HF AWARD:

cable, to make up dipole(s). I also took
along the well-tried Yaesu FT890 with a
switch-mode power supply (light and easy
to carry) and a lap-top computer for logging.
A Heil headset, digital voice processor and
Bencher key completed the radio inventory.
Now although this may sound like a lot of
hardware, in reality, with the exception of
the feeder, everything goes in one ski-box
(the Butternut, tools, radial wire etc) and a
shoulder bag, which I carry on to aircraft.
The ski box goes as checked baggage, along
with a normal suitcase containing the usual
packing list for a vacation, plus the feeder. I
have a standard inventory which I use on
each of these trips, and this ensures nothing
is left behind (in theory - read on !).

Don Beattie, G3OZF

PAO/RW TC,Ok/l/a)

The charges for awards are: RSGB members
£3, US$6 or 12 IRCs. UK residents who are
not RSGB members £6, US$12 or 24 IRCs.
Overseas applicants who are members of
their national society £6, US$12 or 24 IRCs.
Other overseas applicants £9, US$18 or 36
IRCs. Where applicable, proof of membership of their national (IARU-approved) society is required, eg recent RadCom label or
photocopy of membership card.

copper wire, with a balun and lots of coax

RETURN TO PULAU PANG KOR
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Bad news and good news
Once all the arrangements had been made, I
was alarmed to learn about the "Haze" - in
reality thick smog from Indonesian forest
fires - which engulfed most of Malaysia
from late August onwards. Reports from
Ray, G3NOM, in KL were not promising,
and my own company employees in Malaysia were reporting difficult conditions, certainly not those for a vacation. However, the
Monsoon rains were due, and it seemed that
these could help a lot. So we left our bookings in place, and sure enough, monitoring
the drifting mass of smog by interne, the
situation began to clear in early November,
and by 18th had completely dispersed. Good
news.

We took the opportunity to return to Pulau
Pangkor as part of a holiday in Malaysia in
November this year. Chris and I decided to
take a twelve day trip to this fascinating
country, to see KL and to spend a week or
so relaxing by the waters of the Andaman
Sea. At Pangkor, all was booked in August
with the usual helpful support of the hotel
staff The specific room which is best placed
for antennas was allocated to me, and the
flights were booked. On a previous trip to
KL earlier in the year, I had been able to renew my Malaysian licence through to end1998, so there seemed little standing in the
way of a pleasant break and some serious
radio - it was not an accident that the second weekend of our trip coincided with the
CQ World-Wide CW contest !

The time soon came for our departure, and
we arrived in KL after a smooth flight from
Heathrow. By coincidence, Ian, G4LJF was
already in KL and captained back to London
the very same aircraft we took from Heathrow. One day I will get to fly with Ian - we
keep having close misses like this !

Having been to Pangkor before, I knew
what to expect in the way of antenna possibilities. I considered taking a beam for HF,
but was worried about finding the necessary
poles to support it. In the end, I opted for the
trusty Butternut HF6 and a long length of

We spent a couple of days in KL doing the
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