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CALENDAR (Tnx DX News Sheet)

Now
Now
Soon?
Till Jan
Till Jan
Till Jan 28
Till Jan 31
Till Feb
Till Feb 5
Till Feb 15
Till Feb
Till Feb 10
Till Mar 10
Till Apr 4
Jan-Aug
Jan 19-27
Jan 23-25
Jan 24-25
Jan 31-Feb 1
Late-Jan
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

Feb 1-2
5AOA 21005/14005
Classic Radio Exch
Feb 2-9
S79KG by YASME
EL by DJ6SI
Feb 7
XF4 by K9VV?
AGCW Strt Key Ctst
Feb 7-8
VKODA, Heard Island
Vermont QSO Pty
K7CA/KC4
Feb 7-8
UCWA CW QSO Pty
8P by VEs
Feb 7-6 RSGB 7MHz SSB Ctst
4Z7T in '73" Contests
Feb 7-8 New Hamp. 0S0 Pty
5U7/I2VA
Feb 10-24 VK9Y by VK9NS/W5KNE
DK1ZN/4S7 & 4S7YLR
Feb 14-15 Dutch "PACC' Ctst
FG/TK5BLIFS
Feb 14-16 YLRL YL-OM SSB Ctst
TT8A0
Feb 19-28 J6LTA/J70A by K4LTA
5Z4PI by WA2RUD
Feb 20-22 CO WW 160 SSB Ctst
LU6U0/2, S.Shetland
Feb 21-22 ARRL DX CW Ctst
VP2MDB
Feb 25-Mar 4
VK9XS
3D6 by PA3CPG
Feb 26-Mar 12
FS5IPA
J87 by K1COW
Feb 28-Mar 1 French SSB Ctst
CO WW 160 CW Ctst
Feb 28-Mar 1 RSGB 7MHz CW
French CW Ctst
Feb 28-Mar 2 YLRL YL-OM CW
YL ISSB CW Party
Mar 2-Apr 2
FRSAI/T
Peter 1st by LAs
March
XF4ZU
119 by TI2CF, TI2J
March
PAOGAM starts ST
PYO P&P by PY1BVY?
Mar 7-8
ARRL DX SSB Ctst
FR/G by FH4EC?
Mar 14-15
Maine QSO Party
S.Shet by CXOXY
Mar 14-15
Virginia QSO Pty
Mar 15
Zero Dist 151S0 Pty
Mar 15-16
Wisconsin QSO Pty
Mar 16-22
4MOARV, A'.es is.
Mar 21-22
YL ISSB SSB Party
Mar 28-29
CO WPX SSB Ctst
Mar 27-28
RSGB National Exhibition

STOP PRESS With regard to subscriptions, (see p.6), G3YJI is also
in receipt of subscriptions from G3KMA & G3NKQ.
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CLUB NEWS
CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS - ROGER BROWN, G3LQP In my first address of 1987
I have to relate to you the news of the untimely death of Roy,
G3JEG, on Christmas morning. He died of a heart attack.
Roy was one of the "old school', a good DXer and excellent CW
operator, who had the knack of being there at the'right time.
He was treasurer and a very active member of the Thames Valley
Amateur Radio Club, and I personally enjoyed many hours with him
operating AFS and NFD contests.
Jack, G2DMR, and myself represented CDXC at his funeral at St.
Nicholas Church, Great Bookham, where he was laid to rest. A floral
tribute was sent on behalf of the group. Our deepest sympathy was
passed to his good lady Monica and family - a 'gentleman" who is
going to be missed.
The Christmas dinner at Thames Ditton on December 13th was attended
by just 5 members and their XYLs (that's including myself and my
good lady). We did entertain a VIP visitor, a 9K2 licensee from the
States and, despite the small numbers, we had a good time. Ever
seen G3KMA dressed in a funny hat blowing up a balloon? It was
worth going just to see that! Seriously though, it was fun and
everyone enjoyed themselves.

RADIO COMMUNICATION BAND-SCORES LADDER It would be nice to see some
more entries to this ladder from CDXC members. Scores should be
sent to G3GIA as follows:
by 15th January for March RadCom (scores include "deleted')
by 15th April for June RadCom
("current' countries only)
by 15th July for September RadCom(scores include "deleted")
by 15th October for Dec. RadCom ("current" countries only)
These are six band scores, and you must have at least one country
per band and a total of 600 to enter the table. Henry also runs a
yearly table (Jan 1st-Dec 31st) and scores, should be sent by the
13th of March, May, July, September, November and January (final
score for year).

As I write this Ian, G4LJF, is doing a super job, putting
Seychelles on the map, particularly on the LF bands. His Butternut
vertical is doing a grand job, plus his excellent operating.
The DXCC advisory body is considering putting DXCC back to 'square
one', ie back to 1945. I think the majority of members would
disagree with such a decision, if it was ever made. Your views had
to be know by the 31st December 1986, so Martin, G3ZAY, kindly
phoned John Parrott, W4FRU, on behalf of the group and registered
our disapproval.
About £30 I lost organising the buffet at Oxford. A compromise has
been reached, £15 to be paid by the RSGB HF Committee and £15 out
of CDXC funds, so it all ended up OK - thanks.
In this newsletter there is an article from Drew, GM3YOR, about his
various trips plus, I hope, a couple of letters from members.

page 8

page 1

Please make it your New Year Resolution to contribute to the
newsletter. Dan has a thankless task - make it easier for him by
contributing!
Hope you had a good Christmas. I enjoyed a Christmas drink with the
two Steves, GW4BKG and GW4BLE, just before Christmas. Once again a
Happy New Year and good DXing.
Best 73s
de Roger, G3L0P

FROM THE EDITOR 1987 certainly got off to a bang in the DX world,
at least on the LF bands. Our colleagues in the West Country have
been particularly active - whenever I go on 160, 80 or 40 I hear at
least one of them and I know the 2-metre channel has been buzzing
down there. If only it were so in the Thames Valley
In terms
of interesting New Year DX I have in mind particularly the
excellent signals from KL7H and KL7Y on both 80 and 160. They are
currently operating from Endicott Island off the north coast of
KL7, and have been doing a superb job. The secret seems to be that
they are actually to the north of the auroral zone, thus halving
the attenuation between themselves and Europe. On 80 metres they
have been running just 100W for much of the time and still putting
in a fine signal, and on 160 I have worked them both before dawn
and mid-evening. Both Roger, G3KMA, and Tony, G3OFW, have also
worked them on topband.
I am grateful for the contributions to this newsletter and look
forward to receiving more for next time. If yo.ir didn't appear this
time then please assume it hadn't arrived by the time we went to
press. To make life easier for the future I snail try and stick to
a production schedule so that you know when to send in
contributions. Here is what I suggest as deadlines for 1987:
Issue
Issue
Issue
Issue
Issue

48:
49:
50:
51:
52:

14th
16th
18th
19th
14th

March
May
July
September
November

I shall aim to carry members' news each time, no any snippets about
what you have been up to would be welcome. I am also looking for
members' biographies such as we have already had in respect of
G3LQP, G3HTA (by way of the article reproduced last time) and
GM3YOR (this issue). In addition, any other contributions likely to
be interest to members. I am also interested in publishing band
scores (including the WARC bands) if enough contributions are
forthcoming.
With Peter 1st Island likely to show up at the end of the month
(keep an ear to the Hambank phone number), plus XF4, VK9M, etc.
later in the year, there should be plenty of opportunties for the
kind of mutual alerting that CDXC was set up to provide.
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WARC BANDS I have tried to drum up some interest in the past
without success, so this time I phoned several members who I knew
to be active on the WARC bands and insisted on having their scores!
And here they are as an indication of what can be worked:
CALLSIGN
G3YMC
G3GIQ
G4FAM
G3KMA
G3XTT

18MHz

10MHz

40
16
18
49
22

94
54
102
123
78

24MHz
24
11
16
35
17

AROUND THE BANDS The Seychelles are much in evidence at the moment.
As well as Ian, the Colvins are active as S79KG (I worked them at
1646 GMT on 14th on 14030kHz).
FR/G/FH4ED was active on 20 until 15th January, with more activity
promised for the next month or so by subsequent operators. FTBWA is
also active - I have heard him recently both on 15 CW and on 20 SSB
down in the French segment. FT8ZA has also been reported from that
neck of the woods on 20 CW.
KA2IJ is active from Ogasawara - I have heard him with a good
signal via the morning long path on about 14205kHz.
The ONs are active on :60 - John, ON4UN, is reported to have worked
over 70 countries, 32 states and 11 zones (including KH6CC) in the
first 4 days!
TI9W (TI2KD) is currently very active on all bands, SSB only, and
due to be there until the end of the month. Check 1845, 7075, 3798
and 14195. A major effort from TI9 is planned for next month. VKODA
is available almost daily on 14220 from Heard Island getting few
takers, and another lost soul is SAGA (SP6RT), frequently to be
heard on 21005.
Incidentally, DX News Sheet is now enlarged and better than ever.
If you don't subscribe, then you are one of the few top DXers who
doesn't (see G3FKM's comments in the latest Radio Communication).
On the IOTA front life has been fairly quiet. The only new ones in
the G3XTT log in 1987 are PS8AM (SA25) and ON5RL/W4 on Marco Island
(part of the thousand inland group, which will get a new IOTA
reference). Several CDXC members are IOTA enthusiasts, so I have
asked Roger, G3KMA, to contribute items to this newsletter from
time to time. The first will be a full and up-to-date listing of
IOTA island groups which should be useful as a check list. I am
hoping to include it as an appendix to this issue if space and
photcopying permit. Otherwise it will appear next time.

DXCC JUBILEE AWARD This award is for working DXCC during the 1987
calendar year. GISLs are not required. An application form can be
obtained by sending a self-addressed envelope (no return postage
required from non-US amateurs) to ARRL. W680 and KIMM were the
first two stations to qualify, W6G0 in the first 3 days of 1987!
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ST. PETER THE FIRST DX EXPEDITION (from G3LOPi As you possibly know

MEMBERS' NEWS First yours truly. The G3XTT log includes not only

by now, the LA boys are on their way, having left Christchurch, New
Zealand, at 0300 GMT on 10th January 1987. We have promised to
contribute to the expedition fund - I would like to see at least
the equivalent of 10 dollars U.S. per member given to the fund. If
this is not reached it can be topped up from our reserve. Send your
contribution to Bren, G4DY0, as it is going to be a joint UK
contribution - DX News Sheet readers plus CDXC members.

the much coveted KL7 contacts on 80 and 160, but my first West
Coast DX on 80 (yes really!). In fact the other morning I worked
W6RJ in California and KSYNZ in Texas, both of whom were running
3-element KLM 3.8MHz Yagis, the latter at 200ft! The same morning I
also worked K1JJ who has an 11-element wire yagi for 80 on a 300+t
boom! My inverted-vee at 70ft is positively mediocre in comparison.

FROM BRENDAN. G4DY0 It has recently come to my notice that some
members of CDXC are under the misapprehension that I was forced to
leave the Club, or that I resigned as a result of personal pressure
by the Club Chairman, Roger Brown.
Last summer, following comments by other members about my DXing
activities and criticism of CDXC newsletter, DX News Sheet and
other matters with which I was involved, it was obvious that I was
'out of step' with the Club and I announced that I would cease to
participate in the 2m activities. The Club Chairman, Roger Brown,
received a number of phone calls and letters objecting to my
action. Roger and I discussed the matter amicably at great length
and he fully appreciated and sympathised with my feelings. However,
as Club Chairman he was bound to tell me that my actions had caused
a rift in the Club and that members had objected. He therefore
asked me carefully to consider the position. I gave the matter due
consideration and decided that I would not remain a member of CDXC
- so I resigned.
At no time did Roger Brown pressure me to resign, nor did he ask me
to refrain from using the Club VHF channels. Roger acted quite
properly as Chairman of CDXC and he and I remain close friends. I
am sorry if I gave the wrong impression to the few CDXC members who
contacted me following my resignation.
B. McCartney, G4DY0

SUBSCRIPTIONS The moment of truth has finally arrived. This will be
the last issue of the newsletter to be received by those who have
not paid their subscriptions. As at 14th January, only the
following had paid: G2DMR G3GI0 G3HTA G3LOP C3OFW G3VXZ G3XTT G3YJI
G3ZTM G4LJF G4PEO GM3YOR GW4BKG GW4BLE. If you are not on the list,
then £5-00 off to G3YJI with the same speed that you will be diving
into the pile-up for Peter 1st.

CDXC COUNTRIES WANTED LIST Believe it or nct, the last list was
published in May 1985. I aim to append a revised list to the next
newsletter. The idea is that all members knew which DXCC countries
all other members still need, so that we can alert one another.
Therefore, please send a list of the DXCC countries you still need,
plus your phone number for alerting purposes, to the Wants List
Compiler (G3YJI) by the middle of February. This will then give him
time to compile the list before my next deadline.
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Most members will, by now, have worked Ian, G4LJF, from Bird Island
in the Seychelles, operating as S79LJ. Congratulations to Ian on
getting the call in the first place (not an easy task) and on doing
such a fine job on the bands. QSL to his home address, where Ian's
computer will be handling the GSL chores.
John, G3HTA, tells me he is taking early retirement before the end
of the financial year. No doubt someone who has been a prolific
DXer will now become an
even more prolific DXer! I shall have to
watch my back in the band tables.
Steve, GW4BLE, has bet2n unable to work Ian on 80 or 40 so far, as
he has no 40-metre antenna yet, and the 80-metre one doesn't work
too well. However, he applauds Ian's decision to work split and to
avoid lists and nets. Says Steve 'The amount of DX that ZL2AAG (as
an example) gets on his "net' is obscene! Bring back the good old
pile-up'.
Cris, G4FAM, scored some 147,000 points single-band on 80 in CQ
CW, about 4,000 more than his score last year. Well done!

WW

Dave, G3YMC, has a FAX program for the BBC micro and would be
prepared to make this available to other CDXC members.

FROM THE 'NATIONAL CONTEST JOURNAL' (Thanks GW4BLE) CNN - The
Contest News Network. This report is brought to you by Don Miller
Light Beer. It doesn't fill you up because it's not really there.
Dateline: Houston. TX - NASA announced to day that the next shuttle
mission carrying amateur radio will be scheduled next February
during the ARRL DX Contest. The ARRL has modified the contest rules
to accommodate the shuttle's multiplier status. When over Europe,
it will count as 4U1VIC, when over the North Pacific it will count
as the Pribilofs, and when over the USA it will count as the
District of Columbia.
Dateline: Miamisburg. OH - Chrysler Corporation announced today a
takeover of its own, having purchased the R.L.Drake Company.
Drake's new president, Lee Iacocca, has announced plans to re-enter
the high performance amateur radio market. Said Iacocca: 'We beat
the JAs on the road, now we'll beat them on the bands'. Iacocca
reportedly plans to offer a 5-year/50,000 QSO warranty on all new
models.
Today's market report - The FleaMarket closed slightly higher in
very active trading. Among the more active issues: 2m mag mounts up
5/8ths, Rohn towers At 25 unchanged. Kenwood radios up 10 to 940,
75m phone band down 25, CW DXpedition QS0s up 5. Sunspots closed at
40 - down from 100, and DXCC countries up 1 to 319.
(Originally due to K7LXC in RCCC newsletter "61F0').
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WHERE NEXT - GM3YOR/?
First licensed in July 1969, my first introduction to operating was
with a home-built 10-watt transmitter for 160 and 80 metres with an
Eddystone 740 receiver which I had used as an SWL for a couple of
years previously. This set-up was in operation for a couple of
years when, with the purchase of a KW Vespa transmitter and, later,
a Yaesu FR400 receiver, I broadened my horizons to discover the HF
bands. Later the purchase of my first transceiver, an FTIO1B with
its mobile capabilities, meant an interest in WAB being formed.
This interest resulted in holidays being spent travelling in the
Scottish Borders, North West of Scotland, Orkney Islands and the
Western Isles during the summers of 1973, 74 and 75. 1976 saw my
first operation outside Scotland as GI3YOR/P. This was again WAB
oriented, with some HF and VHF operating. The HF activity was most
interesting due to the rarity of GI and this encouraged me to try
more HF operating in future. On all these trips I was accompanied
by Dave, GM3OLK, who had experience of DXpedition activity whilst
living in India, and he had operated as VU2OLK, YA1OLK and 8GALK in
the past.
After the GI trip we took a serious look at DX operating on the HF
bands and in 1977 we made a trip to the Shetland Islands. Although
this was not a separate DXCC country, there was a DX feel to it as
Shetland Island was a requirement for some European Awards. During
the ferry trip from Aberdeen to Lerwick we discovered that a ferry
ran from Scotland to the Faeroe Islands and Iceland so we started
to look to a visit to both OY and TF for 1978. Experience from our
previous activities had taught us early planning was essential so,
on our return home, letters to both national societies were sent
off. As this also looked bigger than the two of us could handle, we
also decided to see if any others were interested. By February 1978
there were five operators in the party and in July we set off in
two vans equipped with rigs, antennas, poles, generator, fuel, food
and tents for three weeks. Four days operation in OY and thirteen
days in TF resulted in over 6000 QSOs on both SSB and CW.
The OY/TF trip generated an increased interest in DX operating on
my part so, on my return, I installed my present antenna system at
home, a triband yagi for 20/15/10 and dipole for 80/40, and
proceeded to work towards DXCC on CW only ano, by mid-1979, I had
the necessary 100-plus confirmed. Over the next few years with
reasonable band conditions I kept working at the DX but was always
looking to another trip abroad. In 1981 Dave made a trip to
Bangladesh through his work and I made plans to join him if he
managed to become active. Dave did manage some operation as S21GM,
but was severely restricted due to his work commitments and I did
not manage to join him. This opportunity had aroused my enthusiasm
for an expedition on my own and, after spending some time looking
round and making enquiries, I made a trip to Sierra Leone in
January 1982. I managed to obtain the use of a station and antennas
and, operating the club station 9LISL, made over 3000 contacts,
mainly on CW, during my three week stay. Later the same year I also
paid a short visit to Gibraltar and, as GM3YOR/7.B2, made around 600
contacts on 80 and 40 with the use of borrowed equipment again. The
idea of using borrowed equipment meant much less difficulties with
the paperwork and transport whilst travelling alone, and also less
expense for the baggage.
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It was back to DXing from home during the next year then, in early
members of the Rutherford Appleton
by
1984, I was approached
Laboratory ARC to see if I would be interested in a trip to
Montserrat in the Caribbean which they were planning for the Ca WW
Phone Contest in October of that year. By this time I had become
almost 100% CW with my operations but I felt I could not turn my
back on the opportunity of another DX trip. I joined the group and,
of operations, made about 600 contacts as
weeks
in the two
GM3YOR/VP2M on the key. The contest was a major undertaking in that
rigs, antennas, etc were taken with us and much time spent setting
up the station and after the contest, which resulted in over 6000
to
GSOs being made by the team, I felt another holiday was needed
help us recover. This trip re-emphasised my opinion that, if one
was to travel abroad, the idea of using borrowed gear and antennas
was a must to keep costs and time wasted setting up to a minimum
sothat the main objective of operating and activating a DX location
was achieved.
With all my previous experiences in mind I again started to look
for possibilities of future expeditions and, after the necessary
letter writing to various sources, the opportunity of a visit to
Sri Lanka was on the agenda. The necessary paperwork for a licence
was obtained and duly returned as requested, tickets purchased and
arrangements finalised. As I had arranged to borrow gear, etc. I
decided to take advantage of a round-island tour of Sri Lanka which took eight days. I had expected to find a few people on the tour
but, on arrival in 457, found the only others on the tour were a
newly-wed couple on their honeymoon. The tour was most interesting
as it gave me the opportunity of doing all my sightseeing in one 90
and leaving more time for operating. On return I made my way to
4S7PVR's home where I had arranged to stay and use his station. I
discovered my licence had still not been cleared and, due to the
political situation in the country, I could not operate until
clearance had been given by the National Intelligence Bureau, the
Ministry of Defence and the Police. The Ministry of
Telecommunications could not process my application until clearance
was obtained. They recommended that I visit the various offices
I
personally to chase the paperwork through. After nine days
finally did manage all the necessary clearances, and the Ministry
of Telecommunications issued the licence within two hours of my
payment and signature. This left me only six days in Sri Lanka, so
I was operational as soon as I returned back. The six days resulted
in 1000 QSOs on 40/20/15 with 64 countries. Apologies for being
unable to operate on BC and restricted operation on 40, but the
antennas had been damaged in a storm just before my arrival and, as
time was limited, I decided to concentrate on what was available
and therefore stuck to 20 and 15.
Looking to the future, I have already been approached regarding a
visit to Market Reef, OHOM (ex-OJO) for Summer 1987 and I hope to
manage that one also.
Drew, GM3YOR

FOR SALE TR7200G 2/10W 2m FM mobile rig, crystalled for SIG-S23,
RO, R3-R7, 144480 and, of course, 144525. Complete with mobile
Needs some attention, though works
etc.
mount, original box,
reasonably well on "525'. £40. Don, G3XTT, UTHR. 0734-724192.

page 5

