CHILTERN DXCLUB

ilewsietter

England's foremost group of HF dxers Aar

Vice-President:
CDXC 1986
President: G3GIO
Secretary:
Chairman: G3LOP
Treasurer: G3YJI
Wants List Compiler:
Awards Manager: G3VIE
Newsletter Printing/Distribution: G4DY0
Issue 45

25th August 1986

G3KMA
G2DMR
03YJI

Editor: G3XTT

CLUB NEWS
FROM CLUB CHAIRMAN ROGER BROWN, G3L0P The Yearly Review
Meeting for 1986 has been and gone.
Just 12 members turned up at the super setting of the G3ZTM
@TH, including 2 committee members, and just 3 members put
forward suggestions for general discussion.
The main points agreed at the meeting we•e:1.

co;- 17.SLIG7
Chairman - Roger Brown, G3LQP
Secretary - Jack Korndorffe•, G2DMR
Treasurer - Peter Willis, G3YJI
Honorary President - Henry Lewis, G3GIG
Honorary Vice-President - Roger Balister, G3KMA

cfl, i.J.ia:z

Auditors - Tony Roberts, G3RUR
Nick Carter, G3PEC
2. Subscriptions to be reduced to £5.00 p.a. for the coming
year.
3. After a long discussion it was agreed that, to get new
blood and increased activity, qual if icat ion for entry to CDXC
membership should be
Holders of DXCC (i.e. 100 countries worked and
confirmed), proposed by a full member, and also serve a
six-month probationary period. Also, to advertise for new
members through DX News Sheet, Month on the Air, and DX
Diary.
4. For the Committee to come up with a code of operating
ethics for the Club.
5.

Newsletter to be

published bi-monthly, with printing and

distribution to be done by G4DYO.

page 1

6. To establish a CDXC award, which overseas amateurs could
get by working (say) 10 members of CDXC.
Because so few members turned up at the meeting, if any
member- feels the above suggestions are not "right and
proper", please let the Committee know as soon as possible
before we start implementing them around, say, the middle of
September-.
On the social scene, CDXC will be having a buffet at the HF
Convention at Oxford. Admission by ticket only, £5.50, to be
obtained from me by 20th September. Also, Ian, G4LJF, has
proposed a barbecue at his QTH at 1300 on Sunday, 7th
September, when we hope that Phil Weaver, VS6CT, will be our
guest of honour. Fuller details from G4LJF.

On to more serious matters:

Since the Yearly Review meeting
on July 19th I personally have taken a lot of "hassle" from a
certain number of members!
OK, as Chairman I'm expected to accept this to some extent as
part and parcel of the job, but not to the degree which I
have been subject to.
At the conclusion of my Chairman's address at the Yearly
Review meeting, I stated that I thought that this Club was a
better club when it didn't have any officers or committee!
Events over the past month have confirmed this very much.
However, you the members have chosen to elect a Committee for
1986/07.
On behalf of that elected Committee can I make a plea for
your support rather than your criticism? We are always
prepared to look into suggestions
for improvement, but cannot
be expected to take all kinds of knocks. Let's face it, it's
only a hobby and we are supposed to be into DXing for the fun

of it,

While on this subject, it has become clear that some members
have been openly criticising other members on the air. Come
on lads, this really isn't on. If you aren't prepared to go
and discuss the issue with the guy concerned, then please
don't start broadcasting it to the world. This does neither
you nor CDXC any credit at all.
Your- Committee met on 24th August and drew up a draft code of
ethics which will appear in the next newsletter. It also
reluctantly accepted the resignation of Brendan, G4DY0, from
CDXC. Brendan will print and circulate this issue of the
newsletter, Future issues will be handled once again by John,
G4PEO.
Roger Brown, G3LeiP

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Roger's comments will come as a surprise to
some, and perhaps cause a number of us to ask what CDXC means
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to us. Does it matter and, if so, why? Do we see it as the
lazy man's way to reach Honor Roll? Is it a forum for
exchanging ideas and opinions with other DXers? Has it
outlived its usefulness now that most members are up over 300
worked, and the sun has also gone into retirement?
Some of these questions were raised and discussed at the
Yearly Review Meeting. Over the years a core of the faithful
have put a lot of work into CDXC, particularly the club
officers past and present. Having stepped into the breach
with this newsletter earlier this year I know only too well
what must have been involved in putting the previous 41
issues together. The other jobs are no less onerous. Can I
support Roger's plea that we all muck in together? Almost all
CDXC members make a contribution to the hobby as a whole, by
mounting DXpeditions, acting as @SL managers, serving on RSGB
committees, administering awards programmes, and much else.
If we have pride in CDXC let's do a little in that direction
as well.
Having said this, I have no intention whatsoever in editing
this newsletter long term unless the Club grows to be a true
national DX Club. The amount of work involved is out of all
proportion to the readership of 30 or so, when I can put pen
to paper for my monthly column in Amateur Radio Magazine and
reach an audience of thousands. Those who criticise must be
prepared to take on some of these tasks themselves. I stepped
into the breach when Brendan gave up the job, but have a
number of other writing committments. To date, despite pleas
for input, I have had nothing sY.cept from Rogc•, G3LQP, and,
I am glad to say, from G4GED (thanks Dave - your article on
OSLing will appear next issue). Bren has, of course,
continued to contribute the DXNS calendar and propagation
info. and I have received three letters in 7 months, from
G3MCS, G3NKO/DA1CR and GW4BLE.
Neither have I received comment about what you would like to
see in here. In this issue I have included material on IOTA
and make no apology. DX is what you want it to be. For some
it is DXCC, for some 5BWAZ, for some it is chasing US
Counties, for some it is WPX, and so on. Interestingly, the
"great" DXers have usually had a go at many of these. Look at
the DYCC Honour Roll, the 5BWAZ listings, IOTA Honour Roll,
CD's WPX Honour Roll, and even at who is active on the WARC
bands, and you will see the same calls appearing again and
again. The last @SO I had with W6AM before he became a silent
key was on 10MHz. Anyone who says there is no DX around on
the bands at the moment doesn't deserve the title of DXe•.
From the above you will realise that there is a need forsomeone who can take over the newsletter on a longer-term
basis and pull the threads together. Volunteers to the
Chairman or myself please.
And, if you have stayed with me so far, please note that
Martin, G3ZAY, and I hope to activate the Fa•ne Islands for
the first time sometime in September. For further details
Don, G3XTT.
listen out on 525, read DXNS, or phone me.
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From: Mr.W.R.Hawthorne, G3MCS
"The Willows"
Moortown Road
Nettleton
Caistor
Lincoln
LN 7 6HY
Tel: 0472-851567
12th August 1986
Dear Don and all CDXC Members,
As you can see by the address, we have decided to come and
live in Linos, hi.
We have been here now about 4 weeks, and have just got to
know where things are, hi.
The new 0TH is a 3 - bed•oom bungalow with all mod-cons, set in
the middle of one and a half acres with plenty of trees for
hanging antennas from, etc, and only two neighbours far
enough away not to cause any problems ?? hi hi, and lots of
grass to keep cut and flower beds to be attended to, etc.
It's a nice part of North Lincs on the west slopes of the
Linclon holds. I think we are about 100ft asl, not quite so
high as the last 0TH, but it seems to be very good for radio.
I have got up dipoles for 160m, 80m and 40m, and have a
up
7m. T find T r. an
th c. GP.74(7F
near Leicester which is about 60 miles south of here, and can
work G4GIR and G4BWP through it OK.
I have already had @SOs with Henry, Peters VIE and YJI, and
have contacted some of the locals, both radio and drinking,
hi. (G3RXP, Dave, is just down the 'road at Caistor and he is
a keen cw man, ex-Merchant Navy W.O. Wonder if any of you
have worked him?)
The noise levels here are very low and I can hear you chaps
down south on ground wave OK. I had a OSO with Peter VIE in
21.310 at 5/1 last weekend, just using my 40m sloper up at
25ft at one end! And then we QSY'ed to 80m at 5/9++.
I have been trying to gain some support for a CDXC sked on
80m or 160m during the week or weekends to try and involve
more of the more distant members like myself now and the West
Country group, and try and bring more of the whole group
together over the air. I don't know what others in the group
think about this and I would be glad to hear some of the
reactions to this proposal??. ( I would be quite happy to
start the ball rolling as MC. or MCS, hi hi).
I can normally be raised on 80m around 3.780 if anyone gives
me two bells on the twisted pair, so hope to hear and talk to
you fellows sometime soon, and see what we can work out.
I am going to re-erect my TH3-Mk3 and my 6m beams sometime
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soon on a temporary scaffold-type mast.
It may be possible to keep in contact on 6m here, as I
remember I used to get good signals at Lacey Green from
stations up this way.
Well, I think that's about all from here for now. If any of
you are in this area please look us up. We'll be very pleased
to see you.
So 73's to all CDXC members and BCNU. Good luck and please
try to keep the group happy and thriving.
73 de Bill

ISLANDS ON THE AIR
FF6KTI/Ler, Lerins Is. (EU58)

(St.Honoriat Is, May 17th 14th) We left Cannes at 8 o'clock local time on Saturday on a
barge in company with a camera team from FR3 who followed us
throughout the day. At 8.30 we landed at the island of St.
Marguerite, under a sky of picture postcard blue which was to
remain with us throughout the expedition. Erecting the
antennas posed no problems: a 3-element beam, a long-wire,
and a 17-element array for VHF. By 11 a.m. the antennas had
been installed. The first problem then arose by way of mutual
interference between the stations. This same problem had
constrained the earlier expeditioners to the island of St.
Honoriat. After several attempts to re-position the
antennas, to no effect, we commenced operation at 2 p.m. The
camera team from FR3 filmed the erection of the antennas and
our early @SOs and then left.
Sad to say, the QS0 rate certainly didn't drive us crazy. The
table gives you some idea, in addition to which the
interference problem prevented us operating simulateously
with two stations in the way we had planned.
Monday at 2 p.m., we dismantled the antennas, again under a
brilliant sky, and returned to Cannes late afternoon. We had
not gained the impression of great interest among the OM's,
and neither was there a great demand for QSLs for IOTA or
DIFM, but that is only an impression.
Best wishes, Francis F6FLF
Number of contacts:
3.5
1.8
7
2
CW
SSB
RTTY

7
22
2

14
8
17
2

21
14
13
Total

Countries
53
30
4
83

QS0
225

116
4
345

(Ed. note: the low QS0 rate could have been due in part to an
expedition earlier in the year by F6HMJ and others which had
taken good care of demand for this particular island (see
also the following write-up). IOTA is alive and kicking, as
Martin, G3ZAY, discovered on his recent trip)
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F6HMJ/Bre, Isles de Brehat (EU74)

(14th May) Having the
opportunity to stay on the Isle of Brehat for some days
during my holidays, I decided to combine work with pleasure.
The pleasure was the stay on this pleasant island. Brehat,
3.5km long and 1.5km wide, is just 3km from the coast of
Brittany, near Paimpol. The coast here is very rocky and
composed mainly of pink granite, with a number of islets and
surrounding reefs. On an island without cars (except one,
that of the firemen), one moped (the doctor), bicycles and
several tractors which serve instead of taxis, that leaves
little alternative but to walk and to explore the innumerable
tracks and contemplate the magnificent views of surrounding
islets.
The work was to make it possible for the OM's interested i
IOTA and DIFM to contact this island which is rarely
activated.

n

So, on the first of May I installed my antennas on Brehat, a
12AVO on the ground and an FD4 between the villa and a
neighbouring rock. I commenced operation on May 2nd in front
of my TS830S with the unsettled weather (riot much sun, but
plenty of clouds and showers) causing me to be more active on
the air than anticipated. I dismantled my station on 13th
May, having made 637 QSOs with some 76 countries.
After the Island of St. Honoriat in April •(Lerins Island
Group), this was my second island operation in just a short
spA.c.e of time. nne often hears "never twice, but three
times", so perhaps another island soon.
Jacques, F6HMJ

CW
SSE
Total

80
9
170
179

40
71
144
215

20
48
147
195

15
12
13
25

10
4
19
23

Total
144
493
637

(The above are translated from les Nouvelles DX)

HF CONVENTION This promises to be another excellent affair,
definitely not to be missed. Full details will appear in the
September issue of Radio Communication. Can I, in the
meantime, make a request of Chiltern DX Club members? It
looks as though we will be getting a number of notable
overseas operators along to the Convention. Some already have
their arrangements made, but there may well be some who will
be needing accommodation either before or after the event. If
any member would like to host an overseas visitor, please let
me know as soon as possible, by letter, phone or 2m.
Don, G3XTT
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CONGRATULATIONS to Henry, G3GIO, on working HSOC on 80 for
his last zone for 5BWAZ, and to Brendan, G4DY0, for taking
the highest "G" spot in the IOTA Honour- Roll (only because
Roger, G3KMA, has yet to have his own cards checked!). Also
to Martin, G3ZAY, for an excellent operation from the
Treshnish Islands as GJ6UW/P. And I'm sure that several of
our members have been notching up some contest successes
recently. Unfortunately the results often take a long time to
percolate through.
I recently received my August CO Magazine. It was fascinating
to read N5RM's account of how he went about designing and
installing an antenna system consisting of four stacked and
phased TH7 beams on a 145ft tower-! Sorry Ian, but you really
are just one of the @RP gang! In the same issue Dave, KX6DS,
describes the 80/160 metre vertical with which he has worked
Europe on both those bands. I am wary of GW4BLE's remarks in
this newsletter earlier in the year regarding "super
stations", but I would like to see more UK DXers showing the
kind of dedication to DXing that we see from some of ourAmerican cousins (and from some notable EU operators).

Recent DX: While my own log is relatively empty of late,
there have been plenty of 20m openings to the Pacific,
enabling many UK stations to work the GBOSWR gang from each
of their stops (VR6, 5W, A3, 3D2). BY continues to be very
active. The HSOC operation gave many some new band slots (I
heard about 6 G stations work them on 80 CW). Baldur, 13,3681,
has been his usual busy self, this time -From Kenya as 5Z5EXP.
9MSGH is active daily around 1600z on 20 SSE. VS6CT!KP2 has
been a beacon on several bands. And so it goes on. The
disappointment, of course, was that the Italians didn't
manage to bring off their- operation from Mt.Athos. However,
there are rumours that it may finally have spurred the Greeks
on to doing something themselves.
Details are already coming in of this year-'s CQWW
expeditions. In CQWW SSB HL9CW and others will operate /KHO,
NO41 will do a single-op multi-band as 8R1Z, and there will
be a single-op effort from VP2M. IN CQWW CW JA5DQH will
operate all bands froM VS6DO, VP2M will be on again, and
three "6-land" ops will activate VP5X.
ZLIAMO is rumoured to be off on another Pacific jaunt later
in the autumn, to 3D2, 5W, VK9X, etc. There is also a rumour
that VO9ZZ and N4GNR may activate Spratly and Kingman Reef.
W7AWA will operate /OX from 1-15th September, 5kHz up all
bands CW. HCSTTY by HCSKA from 1st-7th Sept, especially for
the RTTY enthusiasts. PAOGAM hopes to operate 6T2YP until
10th September. GB9DB will be aired from 6th September to
celebrate the 900th Anniversary of the Domesday Book (the
exhibition, at Winchester, is well worth a visit by the way).

If you need more gen, then subscribe to DXNS, listen on 525,
read DX Diary, call the Hambank on 01-725-7373, or start
tuning the bands! Best wishes and see you all at the
Don, G3XTT
Convention if not before.
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DX

NEWS SHEET DX CALENDAR
Til Aug 30
Til Aug 30
Til Aug 31
Til Aug 31
Til Aug 31
Til Sep
Til Sep 3
Til Sep 5
Til Sep 10
Til Sep 15
Til Oct 30
Til Dec 1
Til Dec 31
Aug - Sept
Aug 31
Sep
Sep 1-15
Sep 1-Oct 31
Sep 3-12
Sep 5-10
Sep 6
Sep 6-7
Sep 6-7
Sep 6-11
Sep 6-14
Sep 6-30
Sep 6-Oct 4
Sep 9-18
Cep 12 - 18
Sep 13-14

Sep 13-15
Sep 13-21

EU-54 by I4ALU/IF9
5Z5EXP by DJ6SI
A4XOS

EU-72 DJ2GM/SV
3D2QU by KB1QU
5H3RB by NM2R
VS6CT/KP2
SV1JG/SV5
6T2YP by PAOGAM?
VP2MH
PA6VHS
JW7FD Bear Island
FK25 prefixes
6K86AG
10m Activity Day

N4KWW/KH4?
W7AWA/OX
80 prefixes
GD 40, 80, 160m
LX by PA's 10 - 160m
LZ DX Contest
OZ Field Day (SSB/CW)
160m Bulletin Ctst
CT3 by CT1BOH
CT3 by HB9s
GB9DB
GB6RC
C30AAN by DLBOH
Zcine 2 VO2DX
European SSB Contest

Washington QSO Party

RA6AR Oblast 015
Sep 15-Oct 15 VK9X by ZL1AMO ?
Sep 16
FT8YA very ORV
Sep 16-31
EU-60 by DFSUG/SV
Sep 20-28
OHOAC by OH2NM
Sep 20-21
Scandinavian CW Cont.
Sep 20-30
Clip.Is (4 days)??
Sep 21-?
UZ9OWB/RD Obl 003
Sep 22-26
GB2FI Flat Holm Is
Sep 22-Oct 12 Jerba Is by DL1FZ??
Sep 23-?
ZA2AOP by OKs ???
Sep 27-28
Scandinavian SSB Cont.
Sep 27-28
California 050 Party
Sep 27-28
Delaware 080 Party
Sep 28
RSGB HF Cony. Oxford
Sep 27-Oct 4
HC8 by HC5KA at al
Sep/Oct
Mt Athos by SV's ??
Oct
ZK1 N Cook Is ??
Oct 4-5
IRSA World Champ
Oct 4-5
VK/ZL/Oceania SSB Ctst
Oct 4-5
Middle Of The World Ctst
Oct 6-?
ZD9BV Gough Is
Oct 9-13
LX by PA Group
Oct 11-12
Pennsylvania OSO Party
Oct 11-12
VK/ZL/Oceania CW Ctst
Oct 11-12
Penn. OSO Party
Oct 12
RSGB 21/28 mhz SSB Ctst
Oct 12-13
Illinois OSO Party
Oct 19
RSGB 21mhz CW Contest
Oct 19-22
3D2 by OH1RY

